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"Jack  Collins!" 

The  above  exclamation  was  one  of 
pleasure,  surprise  and  gratification.  Jack 
Collins  was  my  old  college  chum  whom  I 
had  not  seen  since  the  day  we  left  our 
alma  mater  six  years  before.  I  went 
south  to  engage  in  business,  while  Jack 
went  to  Europe  and  the  orient  as  a  repre- 
sentative for  an  eastern  house.  I  had 
often  wondered  where  he  was,  but  felt 
quite  sure  that  wherever  he  was  he  would 
feel  as  much  at  home 
as  in  his  native  town. 

"At  your  service," 
came  the  answer  as 
coolly  as  if  it  had 
been  but  as  many 
hours  instead  of  years 
since  we  parted. 

"Come  in  here  and 
be  seated  and  tell  me 
how  yon  happen  to  be 
here,"  I  said,  open- 
ing the  way  to  my 
little  office  and  plac- 
ing an  easy  chair  at 
his  service. 

Reaching  over  and  selecting  a  cigar 
from  my  box,  which  stood  open  upon  the 
table,  he  began. 

"Let's  see;  about  six  years  since  we 
left  college,  isn't  it?" 
I  nodded. 

"Well,  I  spent  three  abroad  while 
representing  Palmer  &  Hart,  then  struck 
San  Francisco  as  the  first  excitement 
arose  over  the  vast  discoveries  of  gold  in 
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Alaska.  I  resigned  and  sailed  within  a 
week  for  St.  Michaels,  where  I  succeeded 
in  getting  into  an  expedition  that  had  for 
its  destination  the  Klondike  region.  After 
leaving  St.  Michael  and  when  we 
had  proceeded  about  two  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  our  guide  deserted  us  and 
left  the  party  to  shift  each  for  himself. 
In  our  party  was  an  old  49'er  who  was 
about  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  He  had 
had  experience  in  all  kinds  of  mining,  but 
years  were  beginning 
to  tell  upon  the  poor 
old  fellow  and  the  rate 
at  which  we  were  pro- 
ceeding was  proving 
too  much  for  the  old 
man, notwithstanding 
the  assistance  we  lent 
in  dividing  his  burden 
among  us.  At  last  he 
declared  that  he  could 
not  keep  up  and  told 
us  to  continue  without 
him.  I  felt  that  I  could 
not  desert  him,  so  on 
the  following  morning  the  party  moved  on, 
leaving  old  man  Bennett  and  myself  alone 
on  the  trail.  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the 
incidents  of  our  journey  further  than  to 
say  that  we  continued  slowly,  prospecting 
as  we  went.  We  came  to  a  little  creek 
which  we  crossed  and  left  the  trail  about 
twenty  miles  behind.  Bennett  was  dis- 
covering more  abundant  signs  as  we  pro- 
ceeded, and  on  the  third  day  we  discov- 
ered a  small  lake  with  a  shallow  beach. 


*  Illustrations  courtesy  Santa  Fe  Railway  Company. 
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Here  we  camped  for  the  night.  Bennett 
had  gone  after  some  water  to  prepare 
breakfast  when  I  heard  him  shout,  *we 
have  found  it  at  last.    A  million  apiece.' 

"I  ran  down  hastily  to  where  he  stood 
in  the  shallow  water  scooping  up  the 
.vel  with  both  hands,  and  in  it  were 
ndreds  of  coarse  grains  of  gold.  Well 
we  stayed  there  three  months  and  cleaned 
out  half  a  million  between  us,  and  then 
came  the  trip  back  to  St.  Michaels,  which 
had  too  many  hardships  to  relate. We 


will  hunt  and  fish  until  we  are  tired. 
What  do  you  think  of  the  proposition? 
You  need  rest  old  fellow;  now  don't  say 
'business'  prevents." 

I  could  not  well  decline  such  an  offer, 
especially  coming  from  dear  old  Jack. 

We  sat  long  into  the  night  discussing 
plans  for  the  trip,  and  parted  with  theun- 
derstanding  that  we  would  meet  on  the 
morrow  at  his  hotel. 

On  the  following  morning  1  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  the  other  members 
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took  the  same  steamer  to  Seattle,  where 
he  assigned  all  interest  in  the  claim  tome 
for  my  kindness  during  our  companion- 
ship. I  then  began  knocking  around  as 
we  used  to  say,  seeing  the  sights  and  en- 
joying nature  as  only  man  can  who  roams 
through  the  wood  with  gun  and  rod.  I 
learned  that  you  were  in  business  here 
and  thought  I  would  take  a  run  down  to 
see  you  and  ask  you  to  join  our  party  who 
are  on  the  way  to  Colorado,  where  we 


of  the  party,  all  fine  fellows  and  lovers  of 
any  sport  in  which  the  taking  of  the  finny 
tribe  or  the  sure  eye  over  the  gun  barrel 
was  involved.  Within  three  days  we  found 
ourselves  aboard  a  Santa  Fe  train 
with  Grand  Junction  as  our  destination.  A 
jollier  set  of  fellows  never  started  on  a 
trip  than  ours.  The  sights  en  route  were 
like  a  beautiful  panorama  to  me,  and  I 
was  lost  in  wonder  at  their  grandeur. 

Leaving  Canon  City  we  took  our  station 
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on  the  rear  platform,  the  better  to  witness 
the  wonders  of  nature.    We  were  amply 
repaid,  for  sights  between  here  and  Sali- 
da  were  simply  sublime.   Other  sights 
between  Salida  and  Grand  Junction  added 
to  the  panoramic  view  which   was  in- 
tensely interesting.    Arriving  at  Grand 
Junction  we  took  the  D.  &  R.  G.  to  Glen- 
wood,  where  we  struck  out  to  the  north 
and  east  for  our  final  destination,  Trap- 
pers Lake.    Arriving  here  we  struck  our 
tent  and  took  in  our  surroundings,  which 
were  all  we  could  wish.     The  following 
morning    after     a    hearty  breakfast, 
rods  and  reels  were  secured  and  each 
angler  belook  himself  to  a  point  which 
promised  the  best  advantages  for  trout 
•  suing.    They  bit  voraciously  and  fought 
like  demons,  and  when  we 
were  ready  to  return  there 
was  not  one  but  whose  arms 
did  not  ache  with  the  exer- 
tions made  to  land  them  any 
which  constituted  our 
catch-    A  tussle  with  a  three 
pound   trout  is  no  child's 
play,  and  when  a  six  or 
right-pounder  gets  hold  of 

h«iok  there  is  likely  to  be  trouble  for 
the  disciple  of  Isaac  Walton.  There  was 
no  time  during  our  stay  that  we  wished 
for  excitement  of  this  nature  but  as  larger 
game  was  within  easy  reach  we  deter- 
mined to  work  westward  toward  Marvine 
Lake  which  was  not  far  distant.  We 
'  pulled  stakes"  accordingly  and  next 
pitched  our  tent  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
lake.  Here  we  found  game  in  abundance 
from  the  humble  cottontail  to  antelope 
and  mnle  deer,  and  an  occasional  bear. 
Uur  trip  to  thi ^  place  was  abundantly  re- 


warded for  we 
were  successful 
in  securing  a 
number  of  fine 
s  pe  ci  me  n  s  of 
each  variety  of 
the  larger  game 
which  added  to 
our  p  I  e  a  s  u  re. 
On   one  of  our 
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daily  trips  I  was  in  company  with  "Fred 
Bloesch,  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  one 
of  our  party.  We  were  looking  for  any- 
thing in  shape  of  big  game^.  Fred  was 
in  advance  about  a  dozen  rods  when  sud- 
denly I  saw  him  signal  to  me  to  remain 
quiet.  Then  he  raised  his  Winchester 
and  quickly  fired.  In  a  moment  I  heard 
a  crackling  of  bushes  and  saw  Fred 
hastily  take  aim  and  fire  another  shot. 

"Run,  run,"  he  shouted,  "he's  after  us." 

Fred  ran  a  few  steps  to  the  nearest  tree; 
then  with  the  agility  of  a  monkey  he  be- 
gan to  mount  it. 

"Climb  a  tree."  he  shouted  to  me. 

I  then  saw  what  had  excited  Fred's 
fears.  A  large,  brown  bear  badly  wounded 
had  started  in  pursuit  of  his  adversary 
but  before  he  had  been  able  to  reach  the 
tree  had  fallen.  I  hastily  gave  him  a 
"compliment  shot"  and  then  realizing 
the  ludicrous  situation,  I  availed  myself 
of  the  opportunity  of  having  a  little  fun 
with  Fred.   I  shouted: 

"Climb,  Fred,  he's  comiDg  after  you." 

Fred  lost  no  time  in  getting  higher 
while  I  ran  to  the  foot  of  the  tree  that  he 
was  scaling  for  dear  MfW'^^^nasping  a 
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limb  upon  its  sides  began  to  growl  in  a 
manner  that  was  imitative  of  a  bear. 
Poor  Fred  climbed  as  he  never  did  before 
and  after  reaching  the  slender  branches, 
which  scarcely  bore  his  weight,  took  his 
last  look  at  what  he  supposed  to  be  his 
pursuer.  His  chagrin  may  be  imagined 
when  upon  looking  down  he  found  that 
he  had  been  the  subject  of  a  huge  joke, 
and  that  all  that  remained  of  his  pursuer 
now  lay  still  in  death. 

At  his  earnest  solicitation  I  promised 
to  say  nothing  to  the  party  concerning 
his  acrobatic  exercise  but  a  merry  twinkle 
in  my  eye  at  meal  time  was  met  with  a 


*  ***** 


MOUNT 
OF  THE 
HOLY  CROSS 


COG  ROAD  UP  PIKE'S  PEAK. 


warning  look  from 
Fred  which  meant 
a  caution  to  re- 
member my  prom- 
ise. 

After  a  stay  of 
five  weeks  we  again 
pulled  stakes  and 
began  our  prepara- 
tions to  return  to 
civilization.  The 
route  mapped  out 
was  along  the 
White  River  fol- 
lowing the  base  of 
Book  Cliffs  to  Rifle 
on  the  D.  &  R.  G. 
Our  return  trip 
was  rewarded  by 
considerable  suc- 
cess   in  securing 

both  game  and  fish,  and  on  our  arrival 
we  had  a  number  of  fine  antlers  to  carry 
home  as  trophies  of  the  hunt. 

The  territory  is  so  well  traversed  by 
railways  that  any  person  desiring  to  hunt 
or  fish  can  do  so  at  almost  any  point  in 
the  state  of  Colorado.  The  Santa  Fe 
offers  unsurpassed  facilities  in  this  con- 
nection and  during  our  trip  we  were  not 
only  well  taken  care  of  but  were  afforded 
opportunities  to  visit  many  places  of  in- 
terest and  sublime  sights  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  company  and  its  employes. 
A  trip  over  these  lines  will  more  than  re- 
ward those  contemplating  a  summer  vaca- 
tion. 

On  our  return  trip  we  visited  a  number 
of  most  interesting  scenes,  among  which 
was  H age r man  Pass  on  the  Colorado  Mid- 
land, about  midway  between  Muckawango 
and  Leadville. 

The  climb  over  the  Continental  Di- 
vide begins  at  Arkansas  Junction,  9,706 
feet.    Lake   Park,   threaded  by  the 
Arkansas  River  is  seen  2,000  feet  be- 
low.   The  way  upwards  is  carved  out 
of  solid  rock — a  precipice 
above   and   beneath.  By 
means  of  loops,  trestles  and 
other  adjuncts,  the  ascent 
of  a  seemingly  impassable 
barrier    is  accomplished. 
Grade     and  topography 
necessitate  wide  tletoors, 
affording    glimpses  from 
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various  vantage  points  of  scenes  only 
comparable  to  those  among  the  Alps. 

The  train  crosses  Hagerman  Pass  at  an 
altitude  of  11,500  feet.  This  the  dividing 
line  of  the  continent,  water  flowing  east- 
ward to  the  Atlantic  and  westward  to  the 
Pacific.  The  outlook  baffles  adequate 
description.  Then  begins  the  Pacific 
Slope  descent*  down  the  Frying  Pan  and 
Roaring  Fork  Rivers  to  where  those  dash- 
ing torrents  enter  the  Grand  River  at 
Glenwood  Springs.  At  Hell  Gate  the 
the  track  curves  and  twists  for  fourteen 
miles  to  reach  a  point  half  a  mile  below. 
Points  of  interest  between  Hagerman  and 
Glenwood  are:  The  charcoal  pits  at  Sel- 
lar,  where  a  view  is  had  of  Mt.  Nasi;  Red 
Rock  Canon;  Seven  Castles,  massive  cliffs 
of  red  sandstone;  Snow-mass  Mountain, 
seen  from  Basalt;  also  Aspen,  Smuggler 
and  Sopris  Mountains  near  the  town  of 
Aspen.  Should  this  trip  be  made  over 
the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railroad  to 
Glenwood  the  route  is  slightly  different, 
but  the  scenery  is  of  similar  grandeur. 

Another  grand  view  of  nature's  handi- 
work is  seen  at  Royal  Gorge. 

From  Parkdale  to  Canon  City,  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  miles,  the  Arkansas  River 
rashes  down  a  narrow  canon,  the  walls 
of  which  rise  at  times  to  the  dizzy  height 
of  half  a  mile.    In  places  the  passage- 


way barely  accommodates  railroad  and 
stream,  Midway  in  this  wonderful  chasm 
is  the  canon's  grandeur— the  famous 
Royal  Gorge.  As  the  train  approaches 
this  point  from  either  direction  it  seems 
as  if  there  were  no  opening  ahead,  but 
apparent  obstacles  vanish  when  the  curve 
is  rounded.  The  train  stops  a  moment 
at  the  Hanging  Bridge,  built  across  the 
gorge,  here  only  50  feet  wide  at  the  base 
and  perhaps  75  feet  wide  at  the  summit. 
A  series  of  iron  braces  stretches  from 
wall  to  wall,  with  hanging  rods  support- 
ing the  track  and  forming  a  suspension 
bridge  that  clings  to  the  cliff  and  runs 
parallel  with  the  course  of  the  river. 

The  Canon  of  the  Arkansas  River  is, 
all  things  considered,  the  most  stupend- 
ous of  its  kind  in  Colorado.  Verdureless 
red  rocks  jut  out  and  tower  to  a  tremend- 
ous elevation  until  their  splintered  sum- 
mits seem  to  touch  the  sky.  Its  sunless 
depths  are  deeper,  its  shadows  are  in- 
tenser,  its  cliffs  steeper  and  more  mas- 
sive, and  its  stream  of  greater  volume 
than  any  other  similar  chasm  in  this 
region. 

In  four  days  time  and  at  a  mod- 
erate cost,  one  may  travel  more  than  a 
thousand  miles  among  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains of  Colorado  and  return  to  starting 
point  without  twice  traversing  the  same 
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SEVEN  FALLS— SOUTH  CHEYENNE  CANON. 


region,  except  between  Denver  and  Pueb- 
lo. This  remarkable  tour  is  appropriately 
termed  "Around  the  Circle,"  because  the 
traveler  who  avails  himself  of  it  makes  a 
complete  circuit  of  the  southwestern 
portion  of  the  state,  where  are  located 
many  of  its  most  noted  scenic  attractions. 

The  journey  is  by  rail,  with  a  short 
stage  ride  on  one  of  the  optional  routes, 
and  affords  opportunity  of  obtaining  a 
very  satisfactory  general  knowledge  of 
Colorado's  topography  and  resources. 
While  the  round  trip  may  be  made  in 
four  'days,  the  ticket  holder  is  per- 
mitted a  longer  period.  At  least  ten  days 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  Circle  tour,  so 
that  one  may  leisurely  inspect  the  prin- 
cipal sights  and  occasionally  gain  needed 
rest  from  the  unavoidable  fatigue  incident 
to  railroad  travel.  By  allowing  longer 
time,  at  least  a  day  can  be  spared  for 
stopping  at  each  of  half  a  dozen  noted 
points. 

The  route  is  over  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  Railroad.    Beginning  at  Denver, 


the  daily  excursion  train  passes  through 
Colorado  Springs  and  Pueblo  and  oyer 
Veta  Pass  to  Alamosa,  or  one  may  go 
from  Pueblo  through  the  Royal  Gorge  and 
over  Ponca  Pass  to  Alamosa.  For  a  slight 
extra  charge  a  side  trip  can  be  taken  from 
Alamosa  to  Wagon  Wheel  Gap  and  Creede. 
Leaving  Alamosa  and  crossing  San  Luis 
Park  the  route  is  through  Toltec  Gorge, 
Cumbres  and  Amargo  to  Durango.  There 
are  two.  optional  routes  leading  north  out 
of  Durango,  either  through  Dolores 
Canon,  Rico,  and  over  Lizard  Head  Pass 
to  Ridgway— or  via  Animas  Canon  and 
Silverton  to  Ouray,  including  a  two  hours' 
stage  ride,  Ironton  to  Ouray,  over  the 
famous  toll  road  through  the  Uncompah- 
gre  Canon. 

The  main  line  of  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  is  reached  at  Montrose.  Here  be- 
gins the  homeward  segment  of  the  circle, 
passing  through  Cimarron  Canon,  Black 
Canon,  across  Marshall  Pass  and  down 
the  Arkansas  river  to  Pueblo,  thence  to 
Denver. 
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The  round  trip  above  mentioned  does 
not  include  the  transcontinental  division 
from  Salida  through  Leadville,  over  Ten- 
nessee Pass  and  down  the  Grand  River. 
Along  this  latter  route  the  scenery  has  a 
national  reputation. 

Going  "  Around  the  Circle"  the  Conti- 
nental Divide  is  crossed  and  recrossed  at 
elevations  of  nearly  two  miles  above 
sea  level.  The  abyssmal  -depths  of  five 
noted  canons  are  penetrated  and  four 
mountain  passes  are  surmounted.  Pict- 
uresque, idyllic  valleys,  mining  camps 
with  their  ponderous  machinery  and 
brawny  laborers,  cliff  dwellings,  Indian 
reservations,  plains  and  peaks,  glistening 
rivers  and  icy  crevasses — these  different 
objects  so  rapidly  succeed  each  other  as 
the  train  whirls  by  that  the  tourist  is 
busied  recording  even  surface  impres- 
sions. 

Some  memorable  scenes  are  herein  re- 
produced from  photographs.  They  fairly 
represent  a  multitude  of  other  equally  im- 
pressive and  lovely  views  in  the  same  lo- 
calities. But  the  tourist  mnst  supply  his 
own  interpretation. 

Our  last  inspection  was  a  visit  to  The 
Garden  of  the  Gods  near  Colorado 
Springs. 


We  were  sitting  in  the  Antlers  Hotel  at 
Colorado  Springs  just  seven  weeks  after 
our  arrival  in  Colorado,  discussing  the 
time  for  our  departure  when  Jack  was 
handed  a  telegram  from  the  New  York 
Mining  Investment  company  asking  him 
to  name  his  price  on  his  Alaskan  claim. 
Without  any  hesitation  he  replied  that  it 
was  not  in  the  market.  Then  turning  to 
us,  said: 

"This  is  just  such  a  company  as  I  wonld 
like  to  incorporate  as  the  Alaska-Colorado 
Hunter's  company.  We  have  been  to- 
gether too  long  to  be  separated  now  and 
I  have  decided  to  make  each  one  of  you 
an  equal  partner  in  the  concern.  What 
do  you  say  to  my  proposition?" 

There  was  not  one  but  relished  the  idea 
of  a  trip  to  the  land  of  gold  and  before 
midnight  it  was  decided  to  arrange  our 
business  in  the  states  and  unite  our  for- 
tunes in  search  of  a  different  kind  of 
game.  The  morning  found  us  enroute 
over  the  Santa  Fe  for  home  with  the  pur- 
pose in  mind  of  crossing  the  continent  in 
early  spring  as  a  new  company  organized 
to  wash  our  fortunes  out  of  the  sands  of 
the  little  lake  hundreds  of  miles  from 
civilization  on  Alaskan  shores. 


BY  JOSE  GROS. 


We  ate  acquainted  with  a  fine  man  about 
65  years  old,  a  retired  lawyer  who  lost  his 
wife  some  three  years  ago,  after  a  long 
and  painful  sickness  of  five  year's  -dura- 
tion. For  some  reason  or  other  he  lives 
away  from  all  his  old  friends  and  rela-.. 
tives  in  the  large  city  of  his  nativity, 
about  thirty  miles  off.  To  be  sure,  he . 
has  made  his  own  circle  of  friends  in  our- 
town  during  his  three  years  stay  here, 
bnt  still  he  has  all  along  acted  like  a  fish 
out  of  water,  if  a  fish  could  carry  some 
kind  of  life  out  of  that  element.  The 
man  is  far  from  poor,  not  less  than  some- 
thing like  $60,000,  or  $3,000  income,  about 
enough  for  a  man  to  keep-himself  respect- 
able if  he  has  no  family  obligations,  and 
jnst  enough  to  keep  himself  in  hot  boil- 
ing water  most  of  the  time  if  he  wants  to 
have  a  family.  All  because  of  our  ridicu- 


lous, unnatural  civilization,  but  let  that 
go  for.  the  present.  The  man  is  yet 
healthy  and  vigorous  and  needs  to  do 
something.    Therefore,  when  he  is  not 

.  traveling  across  oceans  and  continents, 
in  search  of  emotions,  he  is  preaching  the 

.  gospel  5n  chapels  and  rooms  where  we 
collect  bur  reformed  people.  Just  as! 
if  we  fine  fellows  did  not  need  reforming 
far  motoe  than  any  set  at  the  bottom  of 
the  social  pit !  Let  that  go  too,  just  now< 
since  we  propose  to  fish  in  another  pond 
for  a  few  minutes. 

Yes,  we  propose  to  fish  in  the  pond  of 
tribulation.  Here  the  majority  of  our 
readers  may  say,  but  what  kind  of  tribu- 
lations can  a  man  have,  when  in  good 
health,  a  $3,000  income  from  investments 
and  no  family  to  keep,  particularly  at  the 
age  of  65,  and  after  having  tasted  the  joys 
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of  matrimony?  The  man  is  a  fine  talker, 
when  he  is  not  inclined  to  talk  too  much, 
particularly  with  ladies  around  the  age  of 
30.  He  is  intelligent,  has  come  in  contact 
with  some  of  the  best  lawyers  of  the 
land  and  choice  people.  And  he  is  so  in- 
tensely religious  that,  when  not  traveling, 
one  of  his  great  troubles  is  to  find  people 
christian  enough  with  whom  to  board 
and  live.  And  this  happens  in  a  town 
where  most  of  our  peaple  are  christian  to 
the  brink  of  destruction. 


CLEAR  CREEK  CANON.  NEAR  BEAVER  BROOK.  U.  P.  D. 

(Courtesy  Santa  Pe  Railway  Company.) 


Don't  you  see,  to  begin  with,  how  every 
one  of  us  is  apt  to  create  tribulations 
which  do  not  enter  into  the  order  of  God 
any  more  than  chaos,  anarchy  and  disorder 
in  the  skies  and  horizon  around?  Every 
whim  of  our  own,  even  in  the  religious  or 
spiritual  line,  is  bound  to  bring  troubles 
that  God  never  planned  for  us  to  have. 
All  troubles  are  the  product  of  our  own 
follies,  personal  or  social.  Of  course, 
that,  in  the  divine  plan,  all  trouble  is 
meant  for  teaching  purposes,  but  have 
men  ever  learned  much  of  anything 
through  trouble,  tribulation,  sorrow,  in 
the  shape  of  poverty,  disease,  anxieties, 
vice,  wars  and  rumors  of  war?  If  they 
had  learned  anything  at  all  they  would 
have  at  least  established  social  righteous- 
ness centuries  ago.  Why  not?  The  an- 
tithesis of  social  righteousness  is  social 
iniquity.  How  can  the  latter  fail  to  evolve 
for  every  one  of  us  trouble  and  abomina- 
tions by  wholesale  and  for  as  long  as  we 
live?  Can  God  destroy  His  own  logic, 
His  own  reasoning  powers,  His  own  crea- 
tive beauty  in  physical  and  moral  develop- 
ments? 

" 4  There  is  benefit  in  all  chastisement  if 
we  adjust  our  minds  to  it."  That  is  from 
George  Eliot.    It  is  the  best  sentence  we 
ever  came  across  on  the  subject,  although 
we  don't  consider  it  complete.  That 
sentence  is  placed  by  George  Eliot  on  the 
lips  of  an  English  rector  of  high  stand- 
ard about  50  years  ago,  and  is  addressed 
to  a  fine  young  woman,  who,  brought 
under  the  fumes  of  English  aristocratic 
life,  finds  herself  suddenly  forced  to  look 
for  a  situation  as  a  governess,  through 
which  salary  to  help  keep  her  mother  and 
younger  sisters    from    starvation,  the 
family  having  been  ruined  by  the 
wild  speculations  of  the  concern 
that    was    taking  care   of  the 
wealth  or  investments  of  that 
family  and  others. 

There  we  have  one  of  the 
boundless  tribulations  which 
come  to  almost  all  men  and 
families  under  a  social  status 
resting  on  the  principles  of  the 
gambling  house.  It  comes  to 
some  through  the  deprivation  of 
large  sums,  to  others  through 

a  o  ry.  that  °*  salaries  or  wages,  or  the 
shrinking  of  them,  or  from  their 
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irregularity,  uncertainty,  etc.,  poverty  or 
fears  of  it!  Sometimes  the  latter  are  worse 
and  more  fatal  than  the  former.  And 
what  about  the  decease  which  comes  from 
poverty  or  fears  of  it,  from  wealth  even, 
boundless  and  certain  if  you  like?  And 
what  about  the  vice,  degradation,  crime, 
meanness,  etc.,  that  directly  or  indirectly 
comes,  sometimes  from  poverty,  some- 
times from  wealth,  very  often  from  the 
disease,  which  would  never  come  without 
wealth  or  poverty?  Can  you  tell  me  of  a 
single  personal  tribulation,  pain  or 
trouble,  of  a  single  mean,  low  habit  or 
tendency  that  could  long  exist  if  not  fed 


ever,  do  what  George  Eliot  -indicates, 
what  common  sense  implies,  as  the  only 
means  by  which  we  could  learn  something 
from  our  tribulations,  chastisements,  or 
call  it  what  you  prefer.  We  seldom,  if 
ever,  adjust  our  minds  to  the  misfortunes 
we  create.  Hence  we  seldom,  if  ever,  de- 
rive any  benefit  from  them.  Hence,  what 
they  call  perfection  through  afflictions  is 
a  meaningless  phrase,  a  cheat,  and  a 
spiritual  one,  too.  Afflictions  come  in  an 
incessant  avalanche  to  every  one  of  us. 
Madam  Perfection  never  comes.  We  have 
not  been  taught  how  to  have  that  madam 
pay  at  least  a  short  visit  to  the  earth.  We 


THE  WORLD  FAMOUS  "LOOP."  U.  P. 

(Courtesy  Santa  Fe 

by  social  abnormalities,  by  national 
stupidities,  the  products  of  vile,  wrong, 
infamous,  human  laws,  concocted,  de- 
vised, detended,  perpetuated  by  the  bulk 
of  the  best  types  in  each  social  organiza- 
tion? You  cannot.  No  man  can  prove 
that  troubles  of  any  special  weight  or 
duration,  or  sins  of  any  gravity  with  pro- 
longed bad  effects  could  last  for  any 
length  of  time  under  a  normal  social 
status  respecting  the  golden  rule  in  all 
Civil,  political  and  industrial  adjustments. 
That  is  self-evident.  If  it  was  not,  then 
our  conception  of  heaven  would  be  an 
aberration. 
We  aU  can  now  see  that  we  seldom,  if 


.  D.  &  G.  RY..  NEAR  GEORGETOWN. 

Railway  Company.) 

all  are  yet  first-class  barbarians,  longing 
for  the  joys  we  may  be  able  to  get  at  the 
expense  of  others.  We  never  even  dream 
of  working  for  joy  universal.  We  can 
only  conceive  life  as  a  mixture  of  good 
and  evil,  of  poverty  and  wealth,  or  ignor- 
ance and  wisdom,  of  generosity  and 
greed,  of  charity  and  prayers,  all  without 
—Social  Justice! 

The  man  we  have  indicated  is  but  the 
type  of  about  2,000,000  in  our  nation.  If 
only  half  of  them  could  stand  by  the  real 
gospel  teachings  for  any  two  years,  as 
citizens  of  the  nation,  we  would  have 
God's  kingdom  on  earth  in  five  or  ten 
more  years.   Not  even  500  men  out  of 
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those  2,000,000,  the  cream  of  the  nation, 
care  a  tallow  candle  for  the  kingdom  of 
God.  They  prefer  their  own  kingdom, 
the  kingdom  of  dishonest  wealth  distri- 
bution. They  want  the  kingdom  of  bound- 
les  tribulations,  with  as  many  imperfec- 
tions as  possible. 
Below  those  2,000,000   men,  superior 


types,  so  called,  we  have  14,000,000  men, 
plain  people.  Sooner  or  later  they  must 
try  to  live  their  lives  and  think  with  their 
own  brains.  The  destinies  of  modern  na- 
tions are  in  the  hands  of  the  plain  people 
everywhere.  The  superior  types  are  be- 
yond the  power  of  redemption,  we  fear. 


BY  FRANK  H.  SPEARMAN, 
Author  of  "The  Nerve  of  Foley."  "The  Million-Dollar  Freight  Train."  and  Other  Stories. 
HOW  THE  YELLOWSTONE  EXCURSION  ESCAPED  ITS  PURSUER. 


There  had  been  some  talk  at  headquar- 
ters about  our  conductors.  It  was  inti- 
mated, and  freely,  from  the  auditing  de- 
partment that  the  men  of  the  punch  were 
not  dividing  fairly  with  the  company. 

To  this  effect  the  general  manager  wrote 
Bucks,  superintendent  of  the  mountain 
division.  Bucks  filed  the  letter  away  in 
the  stove.  Another  communication  fared 
no  better.  But  there  were  some  new  peo- 
ple at  headquarters;  they  had  a  record  to 
make,  and  they 
propo>sed  to 
write  part  of  it 
on  our  backs. 
Bucks  got  an- 
other letter;  he 
threw  it  in  the 
stove. 

Pat  Barlie  often 
and  often  said 
he  recommended 
no  man  to  drink 
whiskey;  he  only 
reco  m  m  e  n  d  e  d 
the  whiskey.  I 
recommend  no 
rising  railroad 

man  to  burn  the  third  letter  on  the  same 
subject  from  his  general  manager;  I 
merely  recommend  Bucks.  He  was  at 
that  time  running  the  West  End.  They 
had  tried  running  the  West  End  without 
Bucks  awhile;  then  they  had  tried  again 
running  it  with  him.  In  both  instances  it 
was  different. 

But  the  next  time  the  general  manager 
was  out  in  his  "special"  he  spoke  to 


PIKE'S  peak  carriage  road. 
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Bucks  on  the  subject  as  if  the  mention 
were  a  virgin  touch.  Bucks  muttered 
something  about  the  general  character  of 
the  trainmen  and  the  decent  lives  and 
habits  of  the  passenger  conductors,  and 
finished  with  an  incidental  expression  of 
confidence  in  the  men;  that  was  about  all. 

But  the  headquarters  people,  who  were 
largely  Boston,  had  ways  and  means  all 
their  own;  and  failing  to  interest  Bucks 
in  their  hobby,  they  took  a  tack  like  this. 

To  begin  with, 
the  night  was 
bad.  A  holy 
fright,  Pat 
Francis  called  it, 
and  Pat  had  seen 
most  of  the  bad 
nights  in  the 
mountains  for 
twenty-two  years 
steady.  It  was 
snowing  and 
raining  and 
slee ting  that 
night, all  at  once; 
and  blowing— it 
blew  the  oil  out 
From  the  platform  of 


of  the  guide  cups. 

the  Wickiup— nobody  in  the  gorge  would 
call  it  a  depot— from  the  Wickiup  plat- 
form at  Medicine  Bend,  Number  One 
seemed  to  roll  into  the  division  that 
night  one  reeking  sheet  of  alkali  ice — soda 
and  frost  solid  from  lamp  to  lamp. 

She  was  late,  too,  with  a  pair  of  the  best 
engines  that  ever  climbed  a  mountain 
heading  her.   She  had  lost  time  every 
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mfle  of  the  way  from 
the    plains,   and  she 
was  ordered  west  with 
another  double-head 
and  a  pusher  all  the 
way  over  the  Horse- 
back.   It  was  because 
there   was  a  Yellow- 
stone excursion 
aboard.      The  Co- 
lumbian Pacific  con- 
nection   was  on  that 
account  especially  de- 
sired;  and  that  night 
at     twelve  o'clock, 
mountain   time,  with 
Number    One   especially  late  into  the 
Bend,  and  the  track  especially  bad,  and 
the  pull  especially  heavy,  it  looked— that 
Columbian  Pacific  connection— especially 
dim.   except  over  in   the  dispatcher's 
offices,  where  they  were  being  pounded 
to   make   it  by  the   excursion  bureau. 
There  it  looked  more  especially  dam. 

Bucks  was  down  that  night.  There 
were  many  bad  nights  in  the  mountains, 
but  Bucks  never  missed  any  of  them  by 
going  to  bed.  On  bad  nights,  Bucks, 
like  a  switchman's  pipe,  was  always  out. 
He — Bucks — personally  appeared  at  the 
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Wickiup  to  see  that  things  went.  The 
men  liked  him  because  he  was  always 
ready  to  do  anything  he  asked  them  to 
do.  There  was  an  esprit,  a  morale— what- 
ever you  call  it— and  a  loyalty  to  Bucks 
personally,  which  made  our  men  take  the 
chances  that  pay  checks  don't  cover. 

So,  and  although,  the  Columbian  Pacific 
connection  looked  especially  dim  that 
night,  nevertheless  there  was  Bucks, 
under  a  slouching  Stetson  and  an  Irish 
frieze  that  caught  all  the  water  coming 
its  way,  standing  at  the  drivers  of  the 
head  engine,  while  Jack  Moore,  in  leather 
from  heel  to  jaw,  went  into  the  slush 
under  her  to  touch  up  an  eccentric  with  a 
reputation  for  cussedness  in  a  pinch. 
And  a  minute  later  Bucks  was  walking 
back  to  figure  with  the  out  conductor, 
Pat  Francis,  how  to  make  schedule  across 
to  Wild  Hat;  though,  as  they  talked,  each 
man  knew  the  other  was  not  thinking  at 
all  of  how  to  make  schedule,  but  think- 
ing—though never  a  word  out  loud  of  it, 
and  hell  to  face  all  the  way  up  the  gorge 
on  top  of  it — of  how  with  flesh  and  blood 
and  steel  to  beat  schedule  that  night  and 
land  the  dim-dam  connection,  in  spite  of 
wind  and  weather  and  the  bureau's  fears 
and  the  despatchers'  growls. 

And  all  this  for  what?  To  dump  a  hun- 
dred or  two  Brooklyn  people  into  the 
Yellowstone  twenty-four  hours  earlier 
than  they  otherwise  would  have  been 
dumped,  though  without  doubt  they  would 
have  been  just  that  much  better  off  loaf- 
ing twenty-four  hours  longer  away  from 
their  newspapers  and  ferries  and  street 
cars.  Pat  Francis  listened  grimly.  A 
short,  stocky  fellow,  Pat  Francis.  Not 
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fat,  but  firm  as  a  Bessemer  bar,  and  with 
considerably  quicker  play  in  his  joints. 
He  listened  grimly,  for  he  thought  he 
could  domino  every  play  Bucks,  could 
make,  when  it  came  to  trick*  for  saving 
time  on  the  Wild  Hat  ran.  Yet  it  heart- 
ened even  Pat  Francis, 
uncompromising  and 
grim,  to  have  his  super- 
intendent there  in  the 
storm  helping  cut  the 
work  for  such  a  particu- 
larly beastly  pull. 

As  Bucks  broke  away 
and  started  for  the  door 
of  the  Wickiup,  Morris 
B  a  r  k  e  r— the  conductor 
who  had  just  brought  the 
train  in— saluted,  walk- 
ing out.  With  his  coat 
buttoned  snug,  in  the 
comfortable  insolence  of 
a  man  going  home,  Mor- 
ris stepped  to  the  edge 
of  the  platform  to  ex- 
change confidences  with 
Pat  Francis. 

"Pat,  there's  a  half- 
fare  back  in  the  Portland 
sleeper.  I  heard  Mc- 
Intyre  say  at  McCloud 
that  some  of  Alfabet 
Smith's  men  are  work- 
ing up  here.  Anyway 
there's  a  cattleman  in  a 
canvas  coat  in  the  chair 
car,  smooth  face,  red  tie, 
to  look  out  for.  He  got 
on  at  Harding  and  tried 
a  short  fare  on  me.  I 
sized  him  up  for  a  spot- 
ter." 

"Why  didn't  you  chuck 
him  off?"  growled  Pat 
Francis. 

"He  put  up  after 
awhile— and  you  bet  that 
fare  goes  in  with  an  em- 
broidered report.  Well, 
good  luck,  Patsy." 

Pat  Francis  raised  his  lamp  through  the 
fog  and  rain  at  the  engineers.  Jack 
Moore,  with  his  hollow  whistle,  coughed, 
sudden  and  twice.  The  hind  engine  sa- 
luted hoarsely;  from  the  rear  the  pusher 

'ped  shrill,  and  Bucks  in  the  doorway 
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watched  the  panting  train  as  it  pulled 
taut  up  the  Bend  into  the  swirling  snow. 
And  he  knew  as  he  watched  that  nothing 
worth  considering  would  get  away  from 
Pat  Francis— not  a  scheme  nor  a  cut-off 
nor  a  minute  nor  afcre-vamped  coupon 
ticket.  Pat  before  quit- 
ting at  Benton,  Pat  up 
the  gorge  and  over  the 
Horseback,  was  pretty 
sure  to  catch  everything 
inside  the  vestibules. 

He  swung  up  on  the 
platform  of  the  bag- 
gage-car  as  the  train 
moved  out.and  shook  the 
snow  off  his  cap  as  he 
opened  the  door.  Set  his 
lamp  on  an  up-ended 
trunk,  took  off  his  over- 
coat and  hung  it  up.  In 
the  front  end  of  the  car  a 
pack  of  hunting  dogs 
yelped  [dismal  chorus. 
Old  John  i  Parker,  the 
baggageman,  behind  a 
pair  of  disreputable  iron 
spectacles,  was  checking 
a  pile  of  trunks  that  rose 
tier  on  tier  to  the  roof  of 
the  car.  John's  hair, 
scant  where  it  wasn't  ex- 
tinct, tumbled  about  his 
head  loose  at  both  ends. 
His  gray  beard,  a  good 
bit  stronger  in  the  fly 
than  in  the  hoist,  blew 
in  the  wind  thin  as  a 
coach  whip;  but  old  John, 
behind  his  dirty  lenses, 
carried  a  pair  of  eyes 
fine  as  steel.  Francis 
opened  nis  train  dox  and 
asked  fJohn  why  he 
didn't  kill  those  dogs, 
and  getting  no  answer 
—for 3  John  Parker  was 
checking  hard  and 
stopped  only  to  shift  his 
whiskers  off  the  clip— 
the  conductor  got  out  his  blue  pencil  and 
his  black  pencil  andjffiled  them  away, 
took  up  his  punch  and  his  trip  checks 
and  put  them  in  their  proper  pockets, 
shifted  his  time-table  from  the  box  to  still 
another  pocket,  and  picked  up  his  lantern. 
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The  head-end  brakeman  coming  in  just 
then  with  a  sash  puller,  Francis  asked 
him  to  clean  the  globe. 

While  the  brakeman  fished  for  a  piece 
of  waste,  the  conductor  moved  his  wet 
overcoat  a  peg  nearer  the  stove  and  spread 
it  out  better,  and  listened  to  a  wild  rumor 
old  John  Parker  had  picked  up  about 
Number  One's  being  turned  into  a  strictly 
limited  and  carrying  a  diner  west  of  Bear 
Dance.  Without  wasting  any  comment, 
Pat  looked  at  his  watch  and  listened  to 
the  click  of  the  truck  over  the  fish-plates 
under  foot,  and  to  the  angry  tremulous 
roar  of  the  three  furnaces  melting  coal  to 
push  Number  One  up  against  the 
wind,  that  curled  like  a  corkscrew  down 
the  long,  narrow  gorge.  Then  he  took  the 
lantern  from  his  menial,  and  strode 
quickly  through  the  vestibule  into  the 
dirty  light  and  foul  air  of  the  smoker. 

"Tickets!" 

No  "please"  that  night,  just  "Tickets!" 
short  and  snappy  as  a  bear  trap.  He 
could  talk  very  differently  at  home  to  the 
babies— but  there  was  no  suggestion  of 
kootsying  in  the  tone  that  called  for 
transportation  in  the  smoker.  He  passed 
down  the  aisle,  pulling,  hauling,  snaking 
the  snoring  brutes;  noting,  punching, 
checking  under  the  rays  of  his  lamp,  until 
the  last  man  was  passed  and  he  walked 
into  the  chair  car.  There  was  only  one 
"go-back,"  a  sleepy  Italian  who  couldn't 
—even  after  he  had  been  jerked  out  of  his 
seat  and  turned  upside  down  and  inside 
oat,  and  shaken  and  cursed — still  he 
couldn't  find  his  ticket.  So  Pat  Francis 
passed  him  with  the  shocking  intimation 
which  amounted  to  an  assurance  that  if 
he  didn't  find  it  by  the  time  he  got  back 
he  would  throw  him  off. 

The  transportation  on  Number  One  was 
mostly  through  tickets  and  required  only 
ordinary  care  as  to  the. date  limits;  not 
much  scalpers'  stuff  turned  up  on  the 
west-bound.  Pat  called  again  as  he 
closed  the  door  of  the  chair  car  behind 
him  a  shade  less  harshly  for  tickets,  be- 
cause one  naturally  respects  more  people 
who  ride  in  the  chair  car;  and  then  there 
are  women.  One  speaks  more  civilly  to 
women  passengers,  but  scans  their  trans- 
portation more  carefully.  However,  he 
wasn't  thinking  of  women's  wiles  as  he 
—  used  the  sleepers  and  asked  for 


their  credentials.  They  were  worn,  tired- 
looking  women;  haggard,  a  good  many 
of  them,  from  cat  naps  snatched  in  the 
specially  devised  discomfort  chairs,  while 
their  more  fortunate  sisters  slept  peace- 
fully back  in  the  hair-mattressed  Pullman 
berths.  He  was  thinking  solely  as  he 
went  mechanically  through  the  checking 
operations,  of  a  cattleman  in  a  canvas 
coat,  smooth  face,  and  red  tie,  who  should 
by  rights  be  now  halfway  down  the  car, 
just  ahead  of  him.  But  Conductor 
Francis  didn't  look.  His  eyes  never  rose 
beyond  the  passenger  under  his  nose, 
for  in  front  of  a  company  detective 
the  hate  and  the  curiosity  are  all  con- 
cealed; the  conductor  is  strictly  on  dress 
parade  with  a  sting  in  his  right  arm  that 
he  would  like  to  land  directly  under  the 
spotter's  ear. 

A  shabby  traveling  man— a  cigar  man- 
handed  up  a  local  ticket.  It  was  for  Ante- 
lope Gap.  Pat  Francis  looked  at  it  for  a 
minute  before  he  punched  it  and  stuck  it 
in  his  pocket. 

"We  don't  stop  at  Antelope  Gap  to- 
night," said  he  shortly. 

"Don't  stop?"  echoed  the  cigar  man, 
wide  awake  in  a  fraction  of  a  second. 
"Vy,  since  ven?  Dey  tolt  me  you  dit," 
he  cried  in  the  most  injured  tone  on  the 
train. 

"Can't  help  it." 

"But  vy-e?" 

"I'm  late." 

"Bud  y'  god-do!"  cried  the  cigar  man, 
raising  a  note  of  absolute  terror,  as  Pat 
Francis  passed  calmly  on  without  attempt- 
ing to  controvert  the  confidence  of  the 
drummer. 

"Ain't  you  god-do?"  appealed  the  latter, 
weakening  a  bit  as  he  realized  he  was 
against  a  quiet  man  and  hard. 

"Not  on  local  transportation.  Ticket!" 
he  continued  to  the  next. 

But  the  cigar  man  happily  came  of  a 
race  that  does  not  uncomplainingly  sub- 
mit, and  he  kicked  vociferously,  as  Pat 
Francis  expected  he  would.  By  the  time 
the  excited  salesman  had  woke  everybody 
up  in  his  end  of  the  car  and  worked  him- 
self into  a  lather,  Pat  came  at  him  with  a 
proposition. 

"Where  you  going  from  Antelope?" 

"Vild  Hat." 

"What's  the  matter  with  going  up  to 
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Wild  Hat  tonight,  and  I'll  give  you  a  train 
check  back  to  Antelope  on  Two  tomor- 
row; then  you  can  get  back  on  Seventy- 
One  to  the  Bend?" 

The  injured  man  considered  quickly, 
accepted  speedily.  Two  hundred  miles 
for  nothing.  "My  frient!  Haff  a  cigar, 
aber  don  for-ged  my  dransbordation  back, 
vill  you?"  The  conductor  nodded  as  he 
took  the  cigar  stoically  and  moved  on.  It 
was  one  stop  saved,  and  the  Antelope 
stop  was  a  terror  any  time  with  a  big  train 
like  Number  One. 


to  take  the  batch  of  envelopes  from  each 
porter  or  conductor,  and  tear  off  the  cou- 
pons, and  in  the  Portland  sleeper  a  half- 
fare  which  meant  only  a  little  row  with 
the  tactless  man  who  had  gone  into  a  bit- 
ter discussion  with  a  conductor  the  day 
before  away  back  at  the  Missouri  River, 
as  to  whether  his  boy  should  pay  fare. 
Instead  of  gracefully  paying  when  called 
on,  he  had  abused  the  conductor,  who, 
maybe  because  there  was  a  spotter  sitting 
by,  had  felt  compelled  for  self-protection 
to  collect  the  half  rate.   But  in  retaliation 


CAN  HE  HAUL  HIS  TONNAGE? 


Francis  reached  the  rear  of  the  chair 
car  when  he  had  an  impression  he  had 
forgotten  something.  He  stopped  to 
think.  The  cattleman!  Turning,  he 
looked  back  sharply  over  the  passengers. 
He  even  walked  slowly  back  through  the 
car  looking  for  the  fellow.  There  was  no 
cattleman  in  sight,  and  retracing  his 
steps,  Francis  dismissed  him  with  the 
conclusion  that  he  must  have  gotten  off 
at  the  Bend;  and  at  once  the  air  in  the 
chair  car  smelt  fresher  and  cleaner.  Into 
f.  sleepers  then — that  was  easy.  Only 


for  the  abuse  the  conductor  had  reported 
to  the  next  conductor  a  half- fare  in  the 
Portland  sleeper,  and  thus  started  an  end- 
less chain  of  annoyance  that  would  haunt 
the  traveler  all  the  way  to  the  coast.  But 
sometime  travelers  will  study  tact,  and 
forswear  abuse  and  its  penalties. 

Conductor  Francis,  finishing  the  string 
of  loaded  Pullmans,  sat  down  in  the 
smoking  room  of  the  last  car  with  the 
hind  end  brakeman  to  straighten  out  his 
collections.  The  headlight  of  the  pusher 
threw  in  a  yellow  dazzle  of  light  on  them, 
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and  the  continuous  cut  of  its  fire  boomed 
from  the  stack.  Pat  Francis,  setting  down 
his  lamp,  began  to  sniff. 

"Smell  anything?"  he  asked  presently 
of  his  companion. 

"No,"  answered  the brakeman,  drawing 
his  head  from  the  curtain  hood  under 
which  he  had  been  looking  out  into  the 
storm. 

"Something  here  don't  smell  right," 
said  Francis  shortly,  sorting  his  tickets. 
"Where  are  we?" 

"Getting  out  of  the  gorge." 

Francis  looked  at  his  watch.  "Is  Jack 
holding  his  own?"  ventured  the  brake- 
man. 

"Just  about." 

"Stop  at  Antelope  tonight?" 

"Not  on  your  life." 

"Red  Cloud?" 

"Not  tonight." 

"How  about  the  pusher?" 

"All  the  way  over  the  Horseback  to- 
night." 

"That's  the  stuff." 

"That's  Bucks.  Bucks  is  the  stuff," 
said  Pat  Francis,  arbitrarily  picking  up 
his  lamp  to  go  forward.  Two  minutes 
later,  he  was  in  the  smoker,  bending  over 
the  Italian  and  shaking  him. 

"Got  your  ticket,  Tony?" 

"No  gotta  ticket." 

"Money?" 

"No  gotta  d'inun." 

"Come  on,  then!"  Francis  gripped  him 
by  the  collar. 
"Whata  do?" 
"Throw  you  off." 

The  Italian  drew  back  to  resist.  They 
parleyed  a  moment  longer,  only  because 
Francis  was  bluffing.  If  he  had  meant  to 
stop  the  train  at  any  point  he  would  have 
said  nothing— and*  done  nothing  but  drag 
the  fellow  out  by  the  hair. 

At  last  the  Italian  produced  three  dol- 
lars and  a  half.  It  was  only  enough  to 
check  him  to  Red  Cloud.  He  wanted  to 
go  through  and  the  fare  was  eleven  dol- 
lars and  twenty  cents. 

The  silent  conductor  stuck  the  money 
in  his  pocket  and  drew  his  cash  fare  slips. 
Just  then  the  pusher  whistled  a  stop  sig- 
nal. Francis  started,  furious  at  the 
sound.  Shoving  the  slips  into  his  pocket, 
be  hurried  to  the  vestibule  and  put  his 
bead  angrily  out.   Ahead  he  saw  only  old 


John  Parker's  lamp  and  streamers.  John 
had  slid  his  door  before  Francis  could 
open  the  vistibule.  That  was  why  the 
conductor  loved  him,  because  nobody,  not 
even  he  himself,  ever  got  ahead  of  John. 
When  Francis  poked  his  head  out  to  look 
for  trouble,  John  Parker's  head  was  al- 
ready in  the  wind  inspecting  the  trouble, 
which  came  this  time  from  the  hind  end. 
Looking  back,  Francis  saw  a  blaze  leap- 
ing from  a  journal  box. 

"Just  as  I  expected,"  he  muttered,  with 
a  freezing  word.  "That  hind  end  man 
couldn't  smell  a  tar  bucket  if  you  stuck 
his  head  into  it.  Get  your  grease,  John," 
he  shouted  at  the  old  baggageman,  "and 
a  pair  of  brasses.  Hustle!" 

There  was  hardly  time  for  the  crew  to 
slip  into  their  overcoats,  when  Moore 
made  a  sullen  stop.  But  John  Parker  was 
ready,  and  waiting  with  a  can  of  grease 
before  they  stopped,  because  John  didn't 
have  any  overcoat.  He  hustled  bad  nights 
without  an  overcoat;  for  his  two  girls 
were  at  boarding  school  back  in  Illinois. 
John  picked  up  enough  every  month 
carrying  dogs  to  buy  an  overcoat,  but  the 
dog  money  went  largely  for  music  and 
French,  which  were  extras  in  Illinois;  so 
the  girls  parlez-vous'd,  and  John  piled 
out  without  any  overcoat. 

Pat  Francis  stormed  worse  than  the 
mountains  as  he  followed  him.  All  the 
scheming  to  save  a  single  stop  was  blaz- 
ing away  in  the  hot  box.  Moore,  on  the 
head  engine,  was  too  angry  to  leave  his 
cab.  It  was  just  a  bit  too  exasperating. 
The  pusher  crew  stood  by,  and  the  second 
engineer  helped  just  a  little. 

But  it  was  Pat  Francis  and  John,  with 
the  safeties  screaming  bedlam  in  their 
ears,  with  the  sleet  creeping  confidingly 
down  their  backs,  and  with  the  water 
soaking  unawares  up.  their  legs— it  was 
Pat  and  John,  silent  and  stubborn,  who 
dug  bitterly  at  the  sizzling  box,  flung  out 
the  blazing  waste,  set  the  screw,  twisted 
it,  hooked outthesmoking brasses,  shoved 
in  the  new  ones,  dumped  the  grease, 
stuffed  the  waste,  and  raised  their  lamps 
for  Moore  before  the  last  of  the  bad  words 
had  blown  out  of  the  head  cab  and  down 
the  canon.  With  a  squeaking  and  groan- 
ing and  jerking,  with  a  vicious  breakaway 
and  an  anxious  interval  whenever  a  pair 
of  drivers  let  go,  Moore  got  his  enormous 
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,  load  rolling  up  the  grade  again,  and  kept 
her  rolling  hour  after  hour  along  curve 
and  tangent  to  the  Horseback  and  across. 

At  the  crest  day  broke,  and  the  long, 
heavy,  train,  far  above  the  night  and  the 
storm,  screamed  for  the  summit  yard, 
slowed  up,  halted,  and  every  man  jack  of 
the  train  crew  and  engine  crews  jumped 
off  to  shake  hands  with  himself  on  the 
plucky  run— in  spite  of  it  all,  schedule 
and  a  hair  better. 

"How'd  you  ever  do  it,  Jack?"  asked 
Pat  Francis  at  the  head  engine,  as  Moore 
crawled  out  of  her  undersides. 

"How  late  are  we?"  returned  the  en- 
gineer, stowing  his  can  and  calling  for  a 
wrench. 

"Three  hours." 

"Beat  the  time  a  little,  didn't  we?" 
laughed  Moore,  with  a  face  like  a  lobster. 
"Couldn't  done  it,  Pat,  if  you'd  stopped 
me  anywhere.  I  wouldn't  done  it— not  for 
anybody.  Burdick  is  knocked  clean  out, 
too.  Are  you  all  ready  back  there?"  The 
pusher,  disconnected,  galloped  by  with  a 
jubilant  kick  for  the  round  house;  and 
the  doubleheader,  watered  and  coaled 
afresh,  smarted  with  Number  One  down 
the  mountain  side. 

A  different  start  that— a  running  past 
the  wind  instead  of  into  it;  a  sluing  that 
brought  excursionists  up  in  a  tumble  as 
the  sleepers  swung  lariat-like  around  the 
canon  corners.  It  was  only  a  case  of 
hanging  on  after  that,  hanging  on  all  the 
way  to  Wild  Hat;  and  then,  just  as  the 
Columbian  Pacific  train  passengers  left 
their  breakfasts  at  Benton,  Number  One, 
gray  and  grimy,  rolled  into  the  junction 
thirty-five  minutes  late— and  the  agony 
was  over.  The  connection  was  safe,  but 
nobody  noticed  who  made  it.  Everybody 
was  too  much  occupied  with  the  sun- 
shine and  the  scenery  to  observe  a  pair  of 
disreputable,  haggard,  streaked,  hollow- 
eyed  tramps  who  made  their  way  mod- 
estly along  the  edge  of  the  crowd  that 
thronged  the  platform.  It  was  only 
Francis  and  Moore,  conductor  and  engin- 
eer of  Number  One. 

The  agony  was  over  for  everybody  but 
Pat  Francis.  Ten  days  later,  Bucks, 
superintendent  of  the  mountain  division, 
sat  in  his  den  at  the  Wickiup,  reading  a 
letter  from  the  general  manager. 


Sir:  On  Thursday.  June  28th.  Conductor  P. 
Francis,  leaving:  M.  B.  on  Number  One.  Collected 
a  cash  fare  of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  from 
one  of  our  special  service  men.  He  failed  to  issue 
a  cash-fare  slip  for  this  as  required:  furthermore, 
he  carried  this  passenger  all  the  way  to  Benton. 
Kindly  effect  his  discharge.  Let  it  be  distinctly 
understood  that  all  delinquencies  of  this  nature 
will  be  summarily  dealt  with. 

■  A,  W.  Bannerman.  General  Manager. 

It  wasn't  a  letter  to  go  to  the  stove— not 
that  kind  of  a  letter;  but  Bucks  fingered 
it  much  as  Pat  Francis  ought  to  have 
fingered  the  clever  detective  who  turned 
from  the  chair  car  to  the  "smoker"  on 
him  and  from  a  cattleman  to  a  "dago." 

Bucks  called  the  trainmaster.  Francis 
was  west,  due  to  leave  Benton  that  after- 
noon on  Two,  and,  as  luck  would. have  it, 
to  bring  back  the  Brooklyn  party  from 
the  Yellowstone.  And  the  passenger  de- 
partment in  Chicago  was  again  heating 
the  wires  with  injunctions  to  take  care  of 
them,  and  good  care  of  them;  because  the 
excursion  business  on  a  new  line  is  not 
only  profitable,  but  it  is  hard  to  work  up, 
and  trouble  with  an  excursion  in  the 
beginning  means  a  hoodoo  for  months, 
and  maybe  for  years  to  come. 

Bucks  felt  especially  gratified  to  know 
that  Pat  Francis  had  the  precious  load, 
but  what  about  the  cash  fare  from  Medi- 
cine Bend  to  Red  Cloud?  Bucks  knew 
these  things  couldn't  be  trifled  with— not 
on  his  line — and  he  faced  the  pleasant 
prospect  of*  next  morning  greeting  his 
right  bower  in  the  passenger  service  with 
an  accusation  of  theft  and  a  summary 
discharge.  If  he  had  only  asked  me  for 
three  dollars  and  a  half,  thought  Bucks 
sorely.  He  would  rather  have  given  his 
own  pay  check  than  to  have  had  Pat 
Francis  hold  up  one  dollar. 

And  Pat  Francis,  taciturn,  sphinx-like, 
was  punching  transportation  at  that  par- 
ticular moment  on  Number  Two  on  the 
run  east  from  Benton.  Checking  pas- 
sengers, keeping  one  eye  on  the  ventilators 
and  the  other  on  the  date  limits,  working 
both  pencils,  both  hands,  both  ears,  both 
ends  of  the  punch,  and  both  sides  of  the 
car  at  the  same  time. 

There  wasn't  a  cinder  to  break  the  even 
enjoyment  of  the  run  up  to  the  clouds. 
Everybody  was  going  home,  and  going 
home  happy.  From  the  Pullmans— it  was 
warm  and  sunny  in  the  mountains-came 
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nothing  but  rag  time  and  Brooklyn  yells. 
To  describe  our  scenery  might  be  in- 
vidious, but  the  grade  where  Number 
Two  was  then  climbing  would  alone  make 
the  fortune  of  an  ordinary  eastern  scenic 
line. 

The  Overland  Freight,  Number  Sixty- 
six,  east-bound  with  a  long  train  of  tea, 
was  pulling  out  of  Toltec  station  as  Num- 
ber Two  stuck  its  head  into  the  foot  of 
the  Noose. 

At  Toltec,  on  the  day  run,  we  take  a 
man's  breath  and  give  him  large  value 
for  his  money  in  a  bit  of  the  prettiest 
engineering  anywhere  op  earth. 

Toltec  lies  in  the  Powder  Range,  near 
the  foot  of  a  great  curve  called  the  Noose, 
because  every  time  an  engineer  slips  the 
head  of  his  train  into  it  he  is  glad  to  hold 
his  breath  till  he  gets  it  out. 

The  Toltec  Noose  is  engineering  magni- 
ficent; but  it  is  railroading  without  words 
—unless  one  counts  the  wicked  words. 
Eagle  Pass  station,  the  head  of  the  Noose?, 
looks  across  an  unspeakable  gulf  directly 
down  into  Toltec,  500  feet  below,  and 
barely  a  mile  away.  But  by  the  rail  we 
count  seven  miles  around  that  curve,  and 
without  any  land-grant  perquisites,  either. 

Every  train  that  runs  the  Noose  is 
double-headed  both  ways,  and  now— this 
was  before— they  add,  to  keep  trainmen 
off  the  relief  scrap,  a  pusher. 

That  day  there  was  no  pusher  behind 
the  Overland  Freight,  and  Number  Two's 
crew,  as  they  pulled  out  of  Toltec  to 
climb  the  loop,  could  plainly  see,  above 
and  across,  the  storming,  straggling, 
choking  engines  of  the  tea  train  as  they 
neared  with  their  load  the  summit  of 
Eagle  Pass. 

The  wind  bore  down  to  them  in  break- 
ing waves  the  sucking,  roaring  cut  of  the 
quivering  furnaces.  Pat  Francis  stood  in 
the  open  door  of  the  baggage  car,  old 
John  Parker  and  the  head  brakeman  be- 
side him,  looking  together  at  the  freight 
with  the  absorbed  air  of  men  at  the  bottom 
of  a  well  who  watch  the  loaded  bucket 
near  the  top. 

Through  the  thin,  clear  mountain  air 
they  could  almost  read  the  numbers  on 
the  engine  tenders.  They  could  see  the 
freight  conductor  start  over  his  train  for 
the  head-end,  and  as  they  looked  they 
saw  his  train  break  in  two  behind  him 


and  the  rear  end,  parting  like  a  snake's 
tail,  slough  off,  lose  headway,  and  roll 
back  down  the  hill.  The  hind-end  brake- 
man,  darting  from  the  caboose,  ran  up 
the  ladder  like  a  cat,  and  began  setting  ■ 
brakes.  The  passenger  crew  saw  the 
brake-shoes  clutch  in  a  flame  at  the  slip- 
ping trucks,  but  the  drawbars  couldn't 
stand  it.  From  one  of  the  big  tea  cars  a 
drawhead  parted  like  a  tooth.  The  tea 
train  again  broke  in  two,  this  time  behind 
the  rear  brakeman,  and  the  caboose  with 
five  40,000-pound  cars  shot  down  the 
grade;  and  Number  Two  was  now  climb- 
ing above  Toltec. 

A  volley  of  danger  signals  curled  white 
from  the  freight  engine  across  the  gulf. 
Pat  Francis  sprang  for  the  bell  cord,  but 
it  was  needless;  his  engineers  at  the  very 
moment  threw  double  chambers  of  air  on 
the  wheels. 

It  caught  cards  off  the  whist  tables, 
and  swept  baked  potatoes  into  the  bosoms 
of  astonished  diners,  it  spoiled  the  point 
of  .pretty  jokes  and  broke  the  tedium  of 
stupid  stories,  it  upset  roysterers  and 
staggered  sober  men,  it  basted  the  cooks 
•with  gravy  and  the  waiters  with  fruit,  it 
sent  the  blood  to  the  heart  and  a  chill  to 
the  brain,  it  was  an  emergency  stop  and 
a  severe  one— Number  Two  was  against 
it.  Before  the  frightened  porters  could 
open  the  vestibules  the  passenger  engines 
were  working  in  the  back  motion,  and 
Number  Two  was  scuttling  down  the 
Noose  to  get  away  from  impending  disas- 
ter. The  trainmen  huddled  again  in  the 
baggage  car  door,  with  their  eyes  glued 
on  the  runaways;  the  Noose  is  so  perfect 
a  .curve  that  every  foot  of  their  flight 
could  be  seen.  It  was  a  race  backwards 
to  save  the  passenger  train;  but  for  every 
mile  they  could  crowd  into  its  wheels  the 
runaways  were  making  two.  Pat  Francis 
saw  it  first— saw  it  before  they  had  covered 
half  the  distance  back  to  Toltec.  They 
could  never  make  the  hill  west  of  the 
Noose;  it  wasn't  in  steam  to  beat  gravity; 
moreover,  if  they  crowded  Number  Two 
too  hard  she  might  fly  an  elevation,  and 
go  into  the  gulf.  It  is  one  thing  to  run 
down  hill,  and  another  thing  to  fall  down 
hill.   The  tea  train  was  falling  down  hill. 

Francis  turned  to  bareheaded  John 
Parker,  and  handed  him  his  watch  and 
his  money. 
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''What  do  you  mean?"  John  Parker 
choked  the  words  out,  because  he  knew 
what  Francis  meant. 

"Turn  this  stuff  in  to  Bucks,  John,  if  I 
don't  make  it.   It's  all  company  money." 

The  brakeman,  greenish  and  dazed, 
steadied  himself  with  a  hand  on  the  jamb; 
the  baggageman  stared  wild-eyed  through 
his  rusty  lenses.  "Pat,"  he  faltered, 
"what  do  you  mean?" 

"I'll  drop  off  at  the  Toltec  switch  and 
maybe  I  can  open  it  to  catch  that  string 
—we'll  never  make  it  this  way,  John,  in 
God's  world." 

"You  might  a'most  as  well  jump  out 
into  the  canon;  you'll  never  live  to  use  a 
switch  key,  Pat — we're  crowding  a  mile  a 
minute—" 

Francis  looked  at  him  steadily  as  he 
pulled  his  ring  and  took  a  switch  key  off 
the  bunch. 

"They're  crowding  Two,  John." 

The  car  slued  under  them.  John  Parker 
tore  off  his  spectacles. 

"Pat,  I'm  a  lighter  man  than  you,"  he 
cried,  gripping  the  conductor's  shoulder 
as  he  followed  him  out  the  door  to  the 
platform,  "give  me  the  switch  key!" 

"No/* 

"Your  children  are  younger  than  mine, 
Pat.   Give  me  the  key." 

"This  is  my  train,  John.  Ask  Bucks  to 
look  after  my  insurance." 

Francis  tore  the  old  man's  hand  roughly 
away.  When  the  speed  is  high  action  is 
quick.  Sixty,  seventy  seconds  more 
meant  the  Toltec  switch,  and  the  con- 
ductor already  hung  from  the  bottom 
step  of  the  baggage  car. 

Pat  Francis  was  built  like  a  gorilla. 
He  swung  with  his  long  arms  in  and  out 
from  the  reeling  train  into  a  rhythm,  one 
foot  dangling  in  the  suck  of  dust  and 
cinders,  the  other  bracing  lightly  against 
the  step  tread.  Then,  with  the  switch 
key  in  his  mouth;  with  Parker's  thin  hair 
streaming  over  him,  and  a  whirlwind 
sucking  to  the  wheels  under  him;  with 
Number  Two's  drivers  racing  above  him 
and  a  hundred  passengers  staring  below 
him,  Pat  Francis  let  go. 

Men  in  the  sleepers,  only  half  under- 
standing, saw  as  he  disappeared  a  burst 
of  alkali  along  the  track.  Only  old  John 
Parker's  gray  eye  could  see  that  his  con- 
ductor, though  losing  his  feet,  had  rolled 


clear  of  the  trucks  and  drivers,  and  was 
tumbling  in  the  storm  center  like  a  por- 
cupine. Above  him  the  .tea  cars  were 
lurching  down  the  grade.  Old  John, 
straining,  saw  Francis  stagger  to  his  feet 
and  double  back  like  a  jack-knife  on  the 
ballast.  A  lump  jumped  into  the  baggage- 
man's throat,  but  Francis'  head  rose 
again  out  of  the  dust;  he  raised  again  on 
his  hands,  and  dragging  after  him  one 
leg  like  a  dead  thing,  crawled  heavily 
toward  the  switch.  He  reached  the  stand 
and  caught  at  it.  He  pulled  himself  up 
on  one  leg,  and  fumbled  an  instant  at  the 
lock,  then  he  jerked  the  target.  As  it  fell, 
clutched  in  both  his  hands,  the  caboose 
of  the  tea  train  leaped  on  the  tongue  rail. 

The  fore  truck  shot  into  the  switch. 
The  heels,  caught  for  a  hundredth  of  a 
second  in  the  slue,  flew  out,  and  like  the 
head  of  a  foaming  cur,  the  caboose  doubled 
frantically  on  its  tailers-  The  tea  cars 
tripped,  jumped  the  main  rail  like  cannon 
balls,  one,  two,  three,  four,  five— out  and 
into  the  open  gulf. 

The  crash  rolled  up  the  gorge  and 
down.  It  drove  eagles  from  their  nests 
and  wolves  from  their  hollows.  Startled 
birds  wheeling  above  the  headlong  cars 
shrieked  a  chorus;  a  cloud  like  smoke 
followed  the  wreck  down  the  mountain 
side.  And  the  good  people  on  Number 
Two,  the  pleasure  seekers  that  Pat  Fran- 
cis was  taking  care  of— for  $125  a  month — 
saw  it  all  and  tried  to  keep  cool  and  think. 

He  lay  prostrate  across  the  rod,  a 
bruised  and  dirty  and  bloody  thing.  John 
Parker,  stumbling  on  rickety  knees, 
reached  him  first  and  turned  him  over. 
John  first  spoke  to  him,  but  he  spoke 
again  and  again  before  the  blood-shot 
eyes  reluctantly  opened.  And  then  Pate 
Francis,  choking,  spitting,  gasping, 
clutching  at  John  Parker's  bony  arm, 
raised  his  head.  It  fell  back  into  the 
cinders.  But  he  doggedly  raised  it  again 
—and  shook  the  broken  teeth  from  be- 
tween his  lips— and  lived.  His  face  was 
like  a  section  of  beefsteak,  and  the  iron 
leg  that  struck  the  ballast  last  had  snap- 
ped twice  under  him.  A  few  minutes 
afterward  he  lay  in  the  stateroom  of  the 
forward  sleeper,  and  tried  with  his  burn- 
ing, swollen  tongue  to  talk  to  Brooklyn 
men  who  feelingly  stared  at  him,  and  to 
Brooklyn  women  who  prettily  cried  at 
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him,  and  to  old  John  Parker  who  un- 
steadily swore  at  him  as  he  fanned  his 
own  whiskers  and  Pat  Francis'  head 
with  the  baggage  clip. 

When  Number  Two  rolled  into  Medi- 
cine Bend  next  morning,  Bucks  climbed 
aboard,  and  without  ceremony  elbowed 
his  way  through  the  excursionists  dress- 
ing in  the  aisles  to  the  injured  conductor's 
stateroom.  He  was  in  there  a  good  bit. 
When  he  came  out,  the  chief  priests  of 
Brooklyn  crowded  around  to  say  fast 
things  to  the  superintendent  about  his 
conductor  and  their  conductor.  As  they 
talked,  Bucks  looked  a  minute  over  their 
beads;  he  did  that  way  when  thinking. 
Then  he  singled  out  the  Depew  of  the 
party  and  put  his  hand  on  his  shoulder. 

"Look  here,"  said  Bucks,  and  his  words 
snapped  like  firecrackers,  "I  want  you 
gentlemen  to  do  something  for  your  con- 
ductor." 

'•We've  made  up  a  purse  of  $300  for 
him,  my  friend,"  announced  the  spokes- 
man gladly. 

"I  don't  mean  that;  not  that.  He's  in 
trouble.  You  needn't  waste  any  breath 
on  me.  I  know  that  man  as  well  as  if  I'd 
made  him.  I'll  tell  you  what  I  want.  I  want 
you  to  come  upstairs  and  dictate  your 
account  of  the  accident  to  my  steno- 
grapher. While  you're  eating  breakfast, 
he'll  copy  it  and  you  can  all  sign  it  after- 
ward.  Will  you?" 

"Will  we?   Get  your  slave!" 

"I'll  tell  you  why,"  continued  Bucks, 
addressing  the  Brooklyn  man  impress- 
ively. "You  look  like  a  man  who,  maybe, 
knows  what  trouble  is — " 

"I  do." 

"I  thought  so,"  exclaimed  Bucks,  warm- 
ing. "If  that's  so,  we  belong  to  the 
same  lodge— same  degree.  You  see, 
there's  charges  against  him.  They've 
had  a  spotter  after  our  men,"  added 
Bucks,  lowering  his  voice  to  the  few 
gentlemen  who  crowded  about. 

"There's  plenty  of  Brooklyn  men  here 
for  a  lynching!" 

Bucks  smiled  a  far-off  smile.  "The 
boys  wouldn't  trouble  you  to  help  if  they 
could  catch  him.  I  want  your  statement 
to  send  in  to  headquarters  with  Francis' 
answer  to  the  charges.    They  tried  to 


make  him  out  a  thief,  but  I've  just  found 
out  they  haven't  touched  him.  His  ex- 
planation is  perfectly  straight." 

The  men  of  Brooklyn  tumbled  up  the 
Wickiup  stairs.  At  breakfast,  the  news 
traveled  faster  than  the  rolls.  When  the 
paper  was  drawn,  the  signing  began;  but 
they  so  crowded  the  upper  floor  that  Bucks 
was  afraid  of  a  collapse,  and  the  testi- 
monial was  carried  excitedly  down  to  the 
waiting  room.  Then  the  women  wanted 
to  sign.  When  they  began,  it  looked  ser- 
ious, for  no  woman  could  be  hurried,  and 
those  who  were  creatures  of  sentiment 
dropped  a  tear  on  their  signatures,  think- 
ing the  paper  was  to  hang  in  Pat  Francis' 
parlor. 

In  the  end  Bucks  had  to  hold  Number 
Two  thirty  minutes,  and  to  lay  out  the 
bob-tailed  tea  train,  which  was  still  wait- 
ing to  get  out  of  the  yard. 

After  the  last  yell  from  the  departing 
excursionists,  Bucks  went  back  to  his 
office,  and  dictated  for  the  general  man- 
ager a  report  of  the  Toltec  wreck.  Then 
he  wrote  this  letter  to  him: 

Replying  to  yours  of  the  eighth,  relative  to  the 
charges  against  conductor  P.  J.  Francis.  I  have 
his  statement  in  the  matter.  The  detective  who 
paid  the  cash  fare  to  Red  Cloud  was  not  put  off 
there  because  no  stop  was  made,  the  train  being 
under  my  orders  to  make  no  stops  below  Wild  Hat. 
It  was  the  first  of  the  Brooklyn  Yellowstone  ex- 
cursions, and  Chicago  was  anxious  to  make  the 
Columbian  Pacific  connection.  This  was  done  in 
spite  of  Number  One's  coming  into  this  division 
three  hours  late  and  against  a  hard  storm.  At 
Wild  Hat  the  detective,  rigged  as  an  Italian,  was 
overlooked  in  the  hurry  and  carried  by.  While  no 
cash-fare  slip  was  issued,  the  fare  was  turned  in 
by  Conductor  Francis  to  the  auditor  in  the  regular 
way.  and  investigation  of  his  trip  report  will,  he 
tells  me,  confirm  his  statement  of  fact.  If  so.  I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  he  is  relieved  of 
any  suspicion  of  dishonesty  in  the  matter.  I  have 
nevertheless  cautioned  him  on  the  failure  to  hand 
the  passenger  a  fare-voucher,  and  have  informed 
him  that  his  explanation  was  entirely  satisfactory; 
in  fact,  after  the  affair  at  Toltec  he  deserves  a 
great  deal  more  from  the  company.  By  request 
of  the  Brooklyn  excursionists.  I  inclose  an  expres- 
sion of  their  opinion  of  Conductor  Francis'  jump 
from  Number  Two  to  set  the  Toltec  switch.  All 
of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 
J.  F.  Bucks. 

Superintendent. 

Pat  Francis  is  still  running  passenger. 
But  Alfabet  Smith's  men  work  more  now 
on  the  East  End. 
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BY  PROF.  EDWARD  W.  BEMIS, 
Of  the  Bureau  of  Econojnic  Research.  [Courtesy  The  Independent.] 


The  trade  union  has  been  compared  to 
the  modern  trust.  It  is  strikingly  like  the 
latter  in  some  respects,  and  different 
from  it  in  others.  Like  the  typical  trust, 
many  trade  unions  seek  to  obtain  a  mo- 
nopoly and  secure  monopoly  prices.  Sid- 
ney Webb  designates  the  principle  as  that 
of  a  "compulsory  maintenance  of  the 
standard  of  life."  It  might  be  called 
both  the  compulsory  maintenance  and 
the  elevation  of  this  standard,  so  far  as 
that  is  dependent  on  wages,  hours  of  la- 
bor and  other  industrial  conditions. 

Under  the  present  economic  organiza- 
tion of  society  the  vast  mass  of  workmen 
who  have  no  special  individual  reputa- 
tion, as  has  the  lawyer,  the  physician, 
the  teacher,  the  artist,  and  the  writer,  are 
in  fierce  competition  for  employment. 
Those  who  will  work  the  cheapest  are 
likely  to  be  hired.  Assuming  that  the 
many  claimants  for  employment  have  all 
a  passable  knowledge  of  their  trade, 
those  that  will  work  the  cheapest  are 
likely  to  be  hired.  Under  these  circum- 
stances a  species  of  cutthroat  competi- 
tion arises,  and  workmen,  weak  individ- 
ually, without  much  financial  resource  or 
knowledge  of  trade  conditions,  are  under 
the  temptation  to  work  for  less  than  it  is 
to  the  advantage  of  society  that  they 
should  receive.  Business  prosperity  is 
advanced  by  a  high  purchasing  power 
among  the  masses.  To  develop  this 
power  is  vastly  more  important  and  per- 
manent in  its  effects  upon  industrial  pros- 
perity than  the  crowding  upon  foreign 
markets  of  the  so-called  "surplus  pro- 
.ducts"  of  our  factories.  Under  any  ra- 
tional distribution  of  income  our  indus- 
tries would  never  have  much  unsalable 
surplus  product,  even  if  there  were  no 
foreign  trade  whatever. 

It  has  been  likewise  conceded  by  most 
investigators  that  a  high  purchasing 
power  among  the  many  increases  home 
decencies  and  comforts,  morals  and  edu- 
cation. Sometimes  the  saloon  is  chiefly 
benefited  by  high  wages  and  short  hours, 
but  usually  the  reverse  is  true.  In  the 
■^*J«rht  of  the  experience  of  England  and 


America,  few  are  so  bold  as  to  deny  that 
the  trade  union  movement  has  to  some 
extent  improved  the  industrial  condition 
of  labor.  As  a  result  have  come  the  so- 
cial and  ethical  advantages  just  men- 
tioned. Just  as  the  trust,  however,  often 
refuses  to  deal  with  any  who  will  not  con- 
fine their  trade  to  the  trust,  so  the  union 
often  refuses  to  work  with  non-union 
men.  It  is  a  policy  of  force,  not  very 
pleasant  to  contemplate,  and  yet  I  believe 
entirely  defensible,  and  even  necessary, 
in  the  present  social  conditions,  so  far,  at 
least,  as  the  union  is  concerned.  If  it  is 
a  good  thing  to  raise  wages,  and  if  re- 
fusal to  work  with  a  non-union  man  in- 
creases the  power  of  the  union  in  this  di- 
rection, and  if  such  refusal  is  not  inher- 
ently sinful,  it  may  be  defended  as  an  in- 
terference with  one's  freedom  of  action  in 
order  to  secure  greater  freedom  from  pov- 
erty for  all,  since  any  general  rise  in  the 
wages  of  a  trade  secured  by  a  combination 
of  workmen  is  likely  to  raise  wages  even 
in  establishments  where  only  non-union 
labor  is  employed. 

While  the  union  resembles  the  trust  in 
many  of  its  aims,  and  methods,  it  differs 
from  it  in  the  following  essential  points: 
The  labor  organization  benefits  millions 
instead  of  thousands;  it  aids  the  poor  who 
need  improved  social  conditions  rather 
than  the  rich  who  do  not;  it  is  far  more 
democratic  in  its  organization,  for  the 
labor  union  usually  admits  to  its  mem- 
bership at  any  time  all  good  workmen  of 
the  trade  who  wish  to  join,  and  on  terms 
of  perfect  equality,  with  equal  chance 
with  the  old  members  to  secure  the  official 
positions  of  control  and  emolument.  We 
are  all  familiar  with  how,  when  the  finan- 
cially weak  are  taken  into  the  trust,  they 
are  usually  given  only  subordinate  posi- 
tion, and  if  allowed  to  become  minority 
stockholders  are  still  at  the  mercy  of  the 
few  who  control  the  majority  of  the  stock. 
It  is  probable  that  the  labor  union  does, 
not  stimulate  its  members  to  the  keenest 
exertions  as  much  as  does  the  trust, 
but  this  is  only  part  of  the  general  weak- 
ness of  the  wage  system,  which  does  not 
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find  any  way  of  giving  the  workman  as 
much  interest  in  the  business  as  have  the 
owners.  On  the  other  hand  the  union  has 
not  such  a  bad  influence  upon  political 
conditions  as  has  the  giant  corporation, 
which  is  constantly  seeking  favors  and 
discriminations  from  taxing  and  fran- 
chise-giving bodies  and  from  the  rail- 
roads. The  extent  to  which  legislation 
in  the  interest  of  our  great  corporations, 
especially  our  monopolies  and  trusts, 
is  a  pure  matter  of  bargain  and  sale  in 
nearly  all  of  our  legislative  and  council 
chambers  would  horrify  the  country  if 
really  understood  in  all  its  enormity. 
The  direct  ethical  aspect  of  trade-union- 
ism is  seen  in  its  relief  of  those  in  distress, 
whether  from  lack  of  work,  old  age,  sick- 
ness or  death  of  the  bread-winner. 

The  one  hundred  principal  trade  unions 
of  Great  Britian,  with  a  membership  in 
1898  of  1,043,476,  or  about  60  per  cent  of 
the  total  membership  of  all  the  unions, 
spent  during-  the  seven  years,  1892-1898, 
inclusive,  for  friendly  and  benevolent 
purposes,  59  per  cent  of  their  total  ex- 
penses, while  another  18  percent  was  de- 
voted to  working  expenses  of  various 
kinds,  and  only  23  per  cent  to  dispute 
benefits.  American  trade  unions  are  much 
younger,  and  these  admirable  benefit 
features  come  with  age.  Less  than  one- 
sixth  of  our  trade  unions  were '  in  exist- 
ence in  1880,  and  they  then*  embraced  less 
than  one-tenth  of  the  existing  member- 
ship, of  perhaps  one  million,  of  all  Amer- 
ican unions,  while  one-third  of  the  pres- 
ent British  unions  were  in  existence 
twenty  years  ago,  and  in  those  unions  to- 
day are  over  60  per  cent  of  all  the  British 
trade  unionists.  In  1880  only  5,590  mem- 
bers of  American  national  trade  unions 
were  in  receipt  of  other  than  strike  bene- 
fits from  their  national  organizations,  yet 
in  New  York  State  alone,  in  1894,  when 
there  were  155,843  members  of  labor  or- 
ganizations in  the  state,  541  of  these  or- 
ganizations, representing  121, 957members, 
or  possibly  one-fifth  of  all  thoseTorgan- 
ized  at  that  time  in  the  United  States, 
had  expenditures  for  the  year  of  $511,817.- 
59,  of  which  $260,447.59,  or  5l  per  cent  was 
spent  for  benefits  other  than  trade  dis- 
putes, and  it  is  probable  that  the  same 
was  true  of  a  part  of  another  30  per  cent, 
reported  as  spent  for  "benefits  not  class- 


ified." The  membership  of  the  New 
York  unions  had  grown  to  209,120  on  Sep- 
tember 30,  1899,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  amount  spent  in  insur- . 
ance  and  aid  to  members  has  continued 
to  grow  more  than  proportionately  to  the 
increase  of  numbers.  In  fact,  without' 
such  a  carefully  guarded  national  system, 
of  labor  insurance  as  prevails  in  Germany 
or  such  safeguards  as  can  be  adopted  in" 
enormous  railroad  systems  like  the  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  insure  workingmen 
against  sickness  and  disability  unless 
through  their  own  organizations.  The 
latter  can  quickly  detect  shamming,  for 
every  member  is  personally  interested  as 
a  contributor  in  preventing  imposition  by 
fellow  members.  When  we  consider  that 
during  the  severe  winter  pf  1893-4,  when 
so  many  were  out  of  work,  not  a  single 
application  for  relief  came  to  the  charities 
organizations  of  Chicago  from  any  trade 
union  members,  and  when  we  realize  the 
self-respect  that  self-insurance  of  this 
kind  gives,  we  can  understand  an  import- 
ant ethical  aspect  of  the  trade  union 
movement  which  is  not  sufficiently  recog- 
nized. 

Against  this  some  would  place  the  sup- 
posed restriction  on  the  number  of  ap- 
prentices by  the  unions.  It  is  said  that 
there  is  a  conspiracy  against  the  American 
boy  and  against  trade  instruction.  An 
investigation  of  this  matter  for  an  article 
which  I  contributed  to  the  Annals  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science,  for  September,  1894,  showed  that 
many  trade  unions,  such  as  those  upon 
the  railroads,  have  no  such  restrictions, 
and  that  in  most  other  cases  the  number 
of  apprentices  as,  for  example,  among 
the  printing  establishments  of  Chicago  or 
New  York,  is  less  than  the  trade  union 
rules  allow.  This  means  that  the  greatest 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  apprenticeship  lies 
not  in  the  unions,  but  in  the  American 
boy,  who  does  not  want  to  undergo  an 
apprentice's  training,  and  the  employer, 
who  does  not  care  to  bother  with  him. 
The  solution  of  trade  instruction  will  lie 
with  manual  training  and  technical 
schools,  supported  by  public  and  private 
efforts,  as  in  Germany  and  England,  and, 
as  we  are  beginning  to  see,  in  our  state 
agricultural  colleges,  and  in  some  of  our 
city  schools. 
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The  attitude  of  our  unions  on  the  tem- 
perance question  has  been  a  matter  of 
.  special  investigation  on  my  part  within  a 
few  months.  About  a  dozen  organiza- 
tions, with  about  180,000  members,  report 
a  very  marked  antagonism  to  the  saloon. 
For  example, Mr.  Robert  B.  Kerr.secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  International  Brother- 
hood of  Blacksmiths,  with  3,000  members, 
writes: 

"Both  President  Slocum  and  myself .  as  well  as 
the  otber  members  of  the  Executive  Board  of  this 
order,  have  done  everything:  possible  to  oppose  the 
saloon  and  its  influences  amone  oar  members.  I 
wish  to  go  on  record  as  saying  that  I  consider  the 
saloon  to  be  the  greatest  enemy  to  organized  labor 
that  exists  at  the  present  time,  as  indeed  it  is  to  all 
other  progressive  movements  of  whatever  kind. 
To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  none  of  our  locals 
meet  in  halls  connected  with  saloons:  as  a  general 
thing  meetings  of  trade  unions  are  held  in  halls 
belonging  to  the  trades  and  labor  councils  or  to 
some  of  the  fraternal  societies." 

The  general  secretary-treasurer,  Mr. 
Lee  M.  Hart,  of  the  National  Alliance  of 
Theatrical  Stage  Employes,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  4,000,  writes  that  they  have 
"very  stringent  laws  compelling  tem- 
perance on  the  part  of  every  member." 

Mr.  E.  E.Clark,  Chief  of  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors,  writes: 

"The  good  effects  of  the  trades  unions  upon  their 
members  are  apparent  to  the  most  casual  observer. 
The  general  character  and  social  standing  of  the 
employes  in  trades  which  are  thoroughly  well 
organized,  is  so  radically  different  from  what  it 
was  before  tbey  had  organizations  that  there  is  no 
room  for  doubt  on  that  score.  Intemperance  has 
materially  decreased:  thrift  and  industriousness 
have  increased,  and  the  percentage  of  men  who 
own  their  own  homes  is  very  much  larger  among 
members  of  trades  unions  than  among  any  equal 
number  of  men  who  do  not  belong  to  the  unions. 
The  general  influence  of  labor  organizations  has 
been  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  men,  and 
those  influences  are  still  at  work." 

Mr.  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  editor  of  the  Switch- 
man's Union,  writes: 

"In  our  obligation  there  is  a  clause  which  states. 
'I  will  not  recommend  any  one  for  membership  in 
this  organization  whom  I  know  to  be  a  common 
drunkard.'  I.  myself,  am  a  total  abstainer,  and 
likewise,  also,  is  the  Grand  Master,  the  Grand 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  the  Vice-Grand 
Master.  I  visited  some  of  the  subordinate  lodges 
this  summer  and  at  every  place  I  spoke  against 
the  use  of  liquor.  I  have  also  written  against  it  in 
our  official  organ." 

He  says  the  trade  union  elevates  its 
members 

"morally,  socially  and  intellectually,  makes  them 
better  husbands,  fathers,  workmen  or  citizens.  In 


fact,  a  laboring  man  who  does  not  belong  to  the 
organization  which  represents  its  labor,  in  my 
estimation,  is  not  a  good  citizen.  Years  ago.  before 
the  switchmen  were  organized,  they  received  $1.50 
per  day.  They  were  a  roving  class.  Today, 
through  organization,  they  are  getting  25  cents 
and  29  cents  per  hour,  and  a  good  many  of  them 
have  homes  and  are  educating  their  children  to 
fill  any  position  in  life.  All  this  is  due  to  organi- 
zation." 

Mr.  J.  B.  Lennon,  secretary  of  the 
Journeymen  Tailors,  writes: 

"I  can  well  remember  when  there  could  be  found 
in  no  city  from  Sunday  until  Tuesday  or  Wednes- 
day of  the  following  week,  any  tailors  who  were 
sufficiently  sober  to  work  at  their  trade,  or  if  any 
they  were  very  few  indeed.  I  believe  most 
earnestly  that  organization  has  been  the  cause 
that  has  cured  and  eliminated  this  evil.  You  can 
now  go  to  the  same  cities  where  our  unions  have 
existed  from  ten  to  twenty-five  or  thirty  years, 
and  you  will  scarcely  find  a  single  member  of  the 
organisation  that  is  a  habitual  drunkard.  The 
officers  of  our  organization,  myself  included,  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors  as  a  beverage,  and  I  have  not  failed,  when- 
ever the  opportunity  presented  itself,  to  declare 
myself  upon  this  question." 

The  secretaries  of  other  unions,  num- 
bering over  100,000  membeis,  report  con- 
siderable opposition  to  the  saloon,  while 
a  third  group,  of  nearly  200,000  members, 
report  that  their  insurance  departments 
are  a  great  encouragement  to  temperance, 
because  sickness,  accident  and  disability 
benefits  are  forfeited  if  the  misfortune 
has  been  caused  by  drink,  while  all  the 
unions  appear  to  consider,  with  truth, 
that  the  social  atmosphere  of  the  union 
supplies  some  of  the  needs  of  human 
nature  that  usually  draw  men  to  the 
saloon. 

Our  trade  unions  have  been  the  most 
active  force  in  securing  compulsory  edu- 
cation, factory  legislation,  employers' 
liability  acts,  free  public  employment 
bureaus,  bureaus  of  labor  statistics, 
boards  of  arbitration,  sanitary  laws  for 
workers,  the  regulation  or  prohibition  of 
sweatshops,  the  early  closing  of  stores, 
and  the  eight-hour  day,  while  they  have 
co-operated  heartily  with  efforts  of  other 
classes  in  securing  the  prohibition  of 
most  kinds  ot  Sunday  labor. 

Recognizing,  then,  that  our  own  rapidly 
growing  labor  organizations  are  not 
directly  seeking  to  increase  the  skill  or 
efficiency  of  their  members,  but  to  secure 
better  terms  from  the  employer  and  bet- 
ter protection  from  the  state,  we  are 
bound  to  admit  that  iu  the  accomplish- 
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meat  of  these  ends  a  better  standard  of 
living  and  higher  ethical  ideals  are  grad- 
ually developed.  By  all  odds,  the  worst 
feature  of  American  unions  is  the  readi- 
ness of  many  of  their  leaders  to  desert 
their  organizations  for  political  plums, 
under  our  spoils  system  or  for  other  self- 
ish reasons.  Fortunately  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  unions  are  beginning  to  recog- 
nize this  and  to  seek  more  disinterested 
leadership. 


The  unions  greatly  need  the  friendly 
counsel  and  co-operation  of  those  better 
educated  and  more  fortunately  situated, 
who  are  enthusiastic  to  work  and  suffer 
if  thereby  these  promising  organizations 
of  labor  can  more  nearly  approach  their 
ideals.  Will  not  some  would-be  followers 
of  Jesus  realize  that  the  giving  of  such- 
co-operation  to  organized  labor  is  a  truly 
Christian  duty? 

Mount  Vernon.  N.  Y. 


i: 


The  imports  into  the  United  States 
from  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii,  and  the 
Philippine  and  Samoan  Islands  for  the 
fiscal  year  just  ended  amount  to  over  $60,- 
000.000.  Over  $40,000,000  of  this  is  sugar 
and  molasses,  $10,000,000  tobacco,  $5,000,- 
000  vegetable  fibres,  $1,000,000  iron,  cop- 
per and  manganese,  and  the  remainder 
such  miscellaneous  tropical  products  as 
coffee,  cocoa,  sponges,  tropical  fruits, 
vegetables  hides  and  skins,  and  cabinet 
woods. 

The  sugar  importations  from  the  is- 
lands form  practically  one-third  of  the 
total  sugar  brought  into  the  United  States 
during  the  year,  amounting  to  about  1,- 
000,400,000  pounds  out  of  a  grand  total  of 
over  4,000,000,000  pounds  imported.  Of 
the  total  sugar  importations  from  the 
four  islands,  Cuba  supplied  slightly  more 
than  one-half,  though  in  value  the  im- 
portations from  Hawaii  exceeded  those 
from  Cuba,  Hawaiian  sugar  being  of  a 
higher  grade  and  consequently  represent- 
ing a  larger  value  although  the  number 
of  pounds  was  materially  less  than  that 
shown  by  the  import  figures  for  Cuba. 
The  total  importations  of  sugar  during 
the  year  from  Cuba  were  705,456,352 
pounds,  valued  at  $18,243,659;  those  from 
Hawaii,  504,713,105  pounds,  valued  at  $20,- 
392,150.  Porto  Rico  occupies  the  third 
place  in  quantity  and  value  of  sugar  im- 
ported, from  the  islands  the  total  for  the 
year  exceeding  80,000,000  pounds,  while 
from  the  Philippines  the  total  fortheyear 
is  in  round  terms  50,000,000  pounds. 
The  second  item  of  imports  from  the 


islands,  considering  them  in  the  order  of 
magnitude,  is  tobacco,  amounting  in 
round  terms  to  $10,000,000  in  value,  which 
represents  about  two-thirds  of  the  total 
importations  of  tobacco  into  the  United 
States.  The  total  value  of  manufactured 
and  unmanufactured  tobacco  imported 
during  the  fiscal  year  is  about  $16,000,000 
and  that  from  the  four  islands  slightly 
above  $10,000,000.  Of  this  the  very  large 
proportion  comes  from  Cuba,  the  total 
value  of  tobacco  imported  from  Porto  Rico 
during  the  year  being  about  a  quarter  of 
a  million  dollars,  from  the  Philippines  but 
about  $1,000  and  from  Hawaii  less  than 
$100. 

The  third  item  of  imports  from  the  is- 
lands, considering  them  in  the  ordei  of 
magnitude,  is  manila  hemp,  which  comes, 
as  the  name  indicates,  from  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  the  total  value  of  the  im- 
portation of  this  article  being  for  the 
year  $7,172,368,  of  which  $5,024,770  came 
direct  from  the  Philippines. 

Commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  Porto  Rico  has  developed  rapidly 
since  the  new  act  went  into  effect  on  Mayl, 
1900.  Imports  into  the  United  States  from 
that  island  have  increased  50  per  cent 
over  those  of  one  year  ago  and  are  three 
times  as  great  as  the  average  when  Porto 
Rico  was  Spanish  territory,  while  exports 
to  the  island  have  increased  nearly  150 
per  cent  over  one  year  ago  and  are  nearly 
five  times  as  much  as  the  average  when 
Porto  Rico  was  Spanish  territory.  Dur- 
ing the  month  of  July,  whose  figures  have 
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reau  of  Statistics,  the  exports  from  the 
United  States  to  the  island  were  $529,729, 
•gainst  $206,466  in  July,  1899,  and  $156,296 
in  July,  1897.  Taking  the  entire  three 
months  in  which  the  new  act  has  been  in 

•  operation,  May,  June  and  July,  the  ex- 
ports to  the  island  were  $2,117,207,  against 
$873,453  in  the  corresponding  months  of 
1899,  $485,279  in  the  corresponding  months 
of  1897,  and  $393,225  in  the  corresponding 

.  months  of  1896.  On  the  import  side  the 
figures  for  July,  1900,  were  $640,023, 
against  $448,287  in  July  1899,  $145,273  in 
1897,  and  $254,676  in  July,  1896. 

It  is  apparent  therefore  from  an  exam- 
ation  of  these  figures  that  imports  from 
Porto  Rico  in  the  three  months' operation 
of  the  new  law  are  fully  50  per  cent  in  ex- 
cess of  those  for  the  corresponding 
months  of  1899  when  the  island  was  under 
the  American  flag  but  the  former  tariff 
relations  yet  unaffected,  while  they  are 
nearly  three  times  as  much  as  in  the  cor- 
responding months  of  the  closing  years 
of  Spanish  control  of  the  island.  Taking 
the  export  side  of  the  picture  the  evidences 
of  growth  are  still  more  plainly  apparent. 

•The  exports,  from  the  United  States  to 
the  island  in  May,  June  and  July,  1900, 
amounted  to  $2,117,207,  against  $873,450  in 
the  corresponding  months  of  1899,  $485,279 
in  the  corresponding  months  of  1897,  and 
$393,225  in  the  corresponding  months  of 
1896.  Thus  the  exports  under  the  new 
law  are  nearly  2x/i  times  as  much  as  in 
the  corresponding  months  of  1899  when 
the  island  was  under  the  American  flag 
but  the  tariff  relations  yet  unaffected,  and 
nearly  five  times  as  much  as  the  average 
during  the  closing  years  of  Spanish  con- 
trol of  the  island. 

*        *        »        *       *  * 

Exports  of  coal  from  the  United  States 
during  the  year  1900  are  likely  to  reach 
$20,000,000  in  value,  against  $10,000,000  in 
1896  and  $6,000,000  in  1890.  The  figures  of 
the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statistics  show 
that  the  exports  of  coal  from  the  United 
States  during  the  seven  months  ending 
with  July,  1900,  are  50  per  cent  in  excess 


of  those  during  the  corresponding  months 
of  last  year  and  double  those  ot  the  cor- 
responding months  of  1898.  In  the  seven 
months  ending  with  July,  1898,  the  ex- 
ports of  coal  from  the  United  States  were 
2,375,451  tons;  in  the  same  months  of  1899 
they  were  3,006,082  tons,  and  in  the  cor- 
responding months  of  1900  they  were  4,- 
601.755  tons.  During  the  period  from  1890 
to  1900  the  exportation  of  coal  from  the 
United  States  has  quadrupled,  but  the 
principal  growth  has  been  in  the  years 
1898,  1899  and  1900.  While  this  growth  is 
observable  in  the  exports  to  all  parts  of 
the  world,  it  is  especially  marked  with  re- 
ference to  our  exports  to  the  American 
countries.  To  British  North  America,  the 
exports  in  the  seven  months  of  1898  were 
1,788,398  tons  and  in  the  seven  months  of 
1900,  3,253,803  tons.  To  Mexico,  the  ex- 
ports in  the  seven  months  of  1898  were 
243,938  tons  and  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  1900,  415,834  tons.  To  Cuba  the 
exports  have  more  than  doubled,  being  in 
the  seven  months  of  1898,  114,655  tons  and 
in  the  seven  months  of  1900,  241,712  tons; 
while  to  Porto  Rico  the  exports  increased 
from  2,621  tons  in  the  seven  months  of 
1898  to  15,313  tons  in  seven  months  of 
1900.  To  the  Hawaiian  islands,  the  ex- 
ports of  the  seven  months  of  1899  were  10,- 
381  tons  and  in  the  corresponding  months 
of  1900,  21.001  tons,  thus  more  than  doub- 
ling in  a  single  year.  To  the  Philippine 
Islands  the  exports  in  the  seven  months 
of  1893  were  4,810  tons  and  in  the  seven 
months  of  1900,  41,068  tons,  or  eight  times 
as  much  in  1900  as  in  1898. 

The  experiments  with  American  coal 
which  the  Europeans  have  made  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years  seem  to  have 
proved  successful,  as  the  exports  to 
Europe,  which  in  the  seven  months  of 
1898  amounted  to  only  4,507  tons,  were  in 
the  corresponding  months  of  1900,  278,572 
tons.  Of  this,  187  tons  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  4,028  tons  to  Germany,  77,407 
tons  to  France,  and  196,950  to  other 
European  countries. 
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The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  which 
sat  upon  the  Hatfield  slaughter  is  inde- 
fensibly inadequate.  Bold  as  lions  in  con- 
demning subordinate  employes  of  the 
Reading  Railway  Company,  the  jurymen 
showed  a  strange  timidity  when  they  faced 
the  duty  of  placing  the  blame  for  the  col- 
lision where  it  belongs— upon  the  com- 
pany itself.  The  verdict  has  been  accepted 
by  the  coroner,  but  it  will  not  be  accepted 
by  the  public.  There  is  no  popular  dis- 
position to  defend  unreasonably  the  men 
whom  the  jury  has  held  to  account  for  the 
disaster.  John  Davis,  the  engineer,  and 
Thomas  Shelby,  the  conductor  of  the  ex- 
cursion train;  Operator  Beidler,  of  Soud- 


The  Hatfield  disaster  happened  not  for 
the  reason  that  the  Reading's  employes 
were  especially  careless  on  September  2. 
but  because  the  Reading  Railway  was  be- 
ing operated  on  that  fatal  Sunday  in  the 
manner  customary  with  jt.  The  main 
operating  rule  of  the  road  is  "trust  to 
luck,"  and  if  luck  is  favorable  nobody  is 
brought  to  book  for  the  "close  shaves" 
that  continually  occur,  Along  with  the 
rule  of  "trust  to  luck"  goes  the  philoso- 
phy that  a  miss  is  as  good  as  a  mile.  It 
is  not  remarkable  that  the  Sunday  ex- 
cursion train,  packed  with  pleasure  seek- 
ers, ran  into  the  milk  train.  Prior  to  the 
collision  the  former  was  "lost" — lost,  that 


THE   BLOCK    SYSTEM    AT    WORK    AFTER    THE  DISASTER 


Adapted  from  the  Philadelphia  Xurth  American  anent  the  recent  disaster  on  the  Philadelphia 

&  Reading  Railway. 


erton  Station,  and  Train  Dispatcher 
Groves  should  all  be  dealt  with  according 
to  the  degree  of  their  guilt,  if  guilty  they 
are;  but  behind  these  servants  looms  the 
Reading  Company. 

"We  strongly  recommend,"  says  the 
verdict,  "that  the  Philadelphia  and  Read- 
ing Railway  Company  strictly  observe 
the  five-minute  rule  in  the  running  of  all 
trains  not  guarded  by  some  sort  of  block 
system.  We  recommend  the  continuation 
by  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railway 
Company  of  the  Hall  system  to  Bethle- 
hem." 

And  that  is  all  the  jury  has  to  say  to  a 
railroad  corporation  on  which  occurred  a 
collision  that  killed  thirteen  human  be- 
ings and  wounded  sixty-four— a  collision 
that  would  not,  because  it  could  not,  have 
occurred  on  a  properly  managed  railroad. 

•From  the  Philadelphia  North  American. 


is,  to  the  train  dispatcher.who.se  business 
it  was  to  keep  track  of  it.  That  is  every- 
day railroading  on  the  Reading.  Conse- 
quently, the  day  that  does  not  see  a  wreck 
on  this  happy-go-lucky  line,  not  the  day 
on  which  one  occurs,  is  remarkable. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  grand  jury  of  Mont- 
gomery county  will  have  none  of  the  coro- 
ner's jury's  deferential  and  disgraceful 
regard  for  the  Reading  Company's  inter- 
ests and  sensibilities.  There  should  be 
an  investigation  of  the  management,  thor- 
ough, stern  and  just.  In  the  Reading's 
management  lies  the  true  source  of  re- 
sponsibility for  the  wholesale  Hatfield 
murder.  The  management  has  needed 
investigation  for  a  long  time.  It  is  to  be 
doubted  if  anywhere  else  in  the  world 
men  would  be  allowed  to  operate  a  rail- 
road as  the  Reading  is  operated.    If  a 
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malignant  moral  idiot,  or  a  drunken  or 
crazy  man,  should  drive  a  wagon  loaded 
with  packages  of  dynamite  along  a  turn- 
pike, scattering  the  deadly  stuff  as  he 
went  for  following  teams  to  come  upon 
and  get  blown  up,  he  would  not  be  left  at 
liberty  to  make  a  second  trip  through  the 
scene  of  wanton  desolation.  It  is  hardly 
exaggeration  to  compare  the  Reading's 
management  to  that  fancied  moral  idiot. 
This  railroad  has  dyed  the  state  in  blood. 
There  has  been  killing  after  killing, 
slaughter  after  slaughter,  smash-up  after 
smash-up,  due  to  causes  that  would  not 
have  existed  on  the  Pennsylvania  or  any 
other  modern  line.  This  has  been  made 
perfectly  apparent  to  every  disinterested 
person,  yet  the  roll  of  the  Reading's 
"accidents"  has  gone  on  lengthening  until 
the  total  of  loss  of  life  is  monstrous. 

Why  is  this?  How  comes  it  that  such 
management  is  tolerated  by  the  owners? 
,  Why  do  they  keep  in  their  service  the 
men  who  have  given  long  continued  and 
sanguinary  proof  of  their  incompetence? 
Seemingly  the  answer  is  that  the  owners 
of  the  Reading,  with  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  at 
their  head,  consider  it  cheaper  to  retain 
Superintendent  Sweigard  and  First  Vice- 
President  Theodore  Voorhees  and  to  put 
up  with  wholesale  murder,  damages  and 
the  destruction  of  the  company's  prop- 
erty than  to  modernize  the  line's  equip- 
ment and  management.  The  public  is 
itself  in  part  blameable  for  this  acquies- 
cence of  the  owners  in  the  continuance  of 
the  bloody  work  of  the  managers.  When 
a  human  life  is  lost  through  preventable 


causes— causes  against  which  there  has 
been  a  persistent  warning  outcry  from 
coroners'  juries,  the  press  and  the  people 
— money  damages  do  not  satisfy  justice. 
A  crime  has  been  committed,  and  it  is 
owing  to  the  absence  of  a  public  opinion 
which  does  not  condemn  preventable  kill- 
ings on  railroads  as  crime  that  the  Read- 
ing is  run  as  it  is— and  that  the  Hatfield 
slaughter  occurred.  ******* 

The  life  of  every  man,  woman  and  child 
slain  at  Hatfield  was  as  precious  to  its 
possessor  and  as  dear  to  relatives  and 
friends  as  is  the  life  of  "Theodore  Voor- 
hees or  Superintendent  Sweigard,  or  J. 
Pierpont  Morgan  to  him  and  his  relatives 
and  friends.  This  is  commonplace,  of 
course — as  commonplace  as  murder  on  the 
Reading— but  it  is  none  the  less  true.  Be- 
cause murder  has  become  common  on  the 
Reading,  that  is  no  reason  why  its  com- 
mission should  be  allowed  to  go  without 
punishment.  Were  Theodore  Voorhees  to 
be  put  on  trial,  convicted  of  manslaughter 
and  immured  in  the  state  prison  we 
should  have  an  end  of  these  Reading 
horrors.  And  ordinary  justice  demands 
that  if  the  engineer,  the  conductor  and 
the  other  obscure  employes  accused  of 
negligence  by  that  timorous  coroner's 
jury  in  its  shamefully  inadequate  verdict 
are  to  be  arrested  and  prosecuted,  then 
their  master,  Voorhees,  under  whose 
orders  they  were,  and  to  whose  econom- 
ical and  homicidal  system  they  had  grown 
accustomed,  must  not  be  allowed  to  es- 
cape. 


CONDITION  OP  RAILWAY  LABOR  W  EUROPE. 

BY  WALTER  E.  WEVL,  PH.  D. 
fin  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Labor.l 


GENERAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  SERVICE. 

Before  entering  upon  his  duty  each- 
Beamter  must  swear  obedience  to  the 
King  and  to  the  constitution,  and  to  the 
particular  provisions  applying  to  his 
position.  He  is  held  strictly  accountable 
for  his  conduct,  but  must  obey  the  orders 
-   of  his  superior,  even  when  they  are  in 


apparent  conflict  with  the  rules.  He 
must  be  moral  and,  above  all,  temperate, 
punctual,  and  polite,  and  may  accept 
presents  only  with  the  consent  of  his 
superiors.  An  unexcused  absence  from 
duty  is  punished  by  loss  of  income  and 
also  by  further  penalties,  and  no  Beamter 
may  live  in  any  other  place  than  that  in 
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which  he  works,  nor  change  his  place  of 
residence  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  his  superiors.  Nor  can  any 
Beamter  in  active  service  accept  any  sec- 
ondary position  or  occupation  or  conduct 
any  business  with  which  a  remuneration 
is  directly  or  indirectly  connected;  neither 
can  his  wife  nor  any  other  person  in  his 
household  conduct  a  business  for  which 
special  license  or  permission  is  necessary 
without  the  consent  of  his  superiors,  and 
this  consent  may  be  subsequently  with- 
drawn. 

Where  a  Beamter  neglects  his  duties  or 
acts,  either  in  or  out  of  service,  in  a 
manner  unworthy  of  his  position,  he  is 
subject  to  punishment.  There  are  three 
forms  of  penalty— reprimands,  fines,  and 
dismissal  from  service;  but  a  reprimand 
may  be  combined  with  a  fine.  The  pen- 
alty depends  upon  the  gravity  of  the 
offense,  but  the  employe  may  be  dis- 
missed not  only  when  he  has  violated  the 
rules  of  duty  but  when  bis  financial 
means  are  in  such  a  state  that  he  can 
not  live  in  the  manner  demanded  by  his 
position. 

When  proceedings  are  instituted  against 
a  Beamter  he  is  given  the  opportunity  of 
defending  himself,  and  only  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  legitimate  excuse  is  the  ac- 
cused fined.  The  fines  vary  with  the 
gravity  of  the  offense  and  with  the  posi- 
tion of  the  employe,  and  may  in  except- 
ional cases  reach  a  month's  loss  of  in- 
come with  a  maximum  of  150  marks 
($35.70),  but  the  average  fine  is  only  a  few 
marks.  The  dismissal  from  service  can 
only  take  place  after  a  hearing  of  the 
case  before  the  Qisziplinarkammer.  and 
in  case  of  an  adverse  decision  the  employe 
may  apply  within  ten  days  to  the  tribunal 
of  final  resort  for  such  cases,  the  Diszi- 
plinarhof.  Where  Beamten  have  not 
served  two  years,  and  in  consequence 
have  appointments  which,  not  being  sub- 
ject to  the  law  of  1835,  are  capable  of  be- 
ing terminated,  the  dismissal  may  take 
place  directly.  This  process  may  also 
take  place  against  such  employes  as  are 
engaged  under  special  conditions,  espec- 
ially in  the  case  of  general  incapacity, 
bad  behavior,  or  drunkenness.  Dis- 
charged employes  have  no  right  to  sal- 
ary, title,  or  pension;  but  in  cases  of 
specially  indigent  employes,  an  annual 


pension  may  be  gratuitously  given;  this 
pension,  however,  may  not  exceed  one- 
half  of  what  it  would  have  been  had  the 
employe  been  honorably  discharged. 
When  an  employe  is  prosecuted  for  a 
crime  involving  the  loss  of  civil  rights 
(right  to  hold  public  office,  etc.),  or  when 
a  charge  is  made  involving  the  loss  of 
position,  he  is  temporarily  suspended. 
During  such  suspension  a  portion  of  his 
income  is  withheld,  but  is  returned  to 
him  subsequently  if  he  is  acquitted. 

The  conditions  governing  the  workmen 
(Arbeiter)  who  are  not  included  in  the 
budget  and  are  not  state  officials  are 
much  more  simple.  Their  position  is  not 
so  secure,  they  can  not  lay  claim  to  the 
rights  of  the  Beamten,  and  their  admis- 
sion into  the  service  or  dismissal  from  it 
takes  place  in  a  simpler  and  more  sum- 
mary manner.  An  account  of  the  general 
conditions  under  which  their  service  is 
performed  will  thus  supplement  the 
former  account  of  the  regulations  to 
which  the  Beamten  are  subjected.  The 
inferior  clerks,  for  example,  are  accepted 
on  trial  and  with  no  assurance  of  con- 
tinued employment.  They  must  have  an 
education  approximating  that  of  a  high 
school  education  in  this  country,  and 
must  be  between  the  ages  of  17  and  25 
years.  If  the  candidate  has  not  had  this 
training  he  must  show  an  equal  amount 
of  knowledge,  or  must  pass  an  examina- 
tion in  writing,  arithmetic,  geography 
(especially  that  of  Germany  and  the 
neighboring  countries),  correspondence, 
etc.,  and  must  show  a  satisfactory  finan- 
cial position.  His  admission  into  the 
service  is  preceded  by  his  taking  tbecJath 
by  means  of  a  hand  shake,  and  he  then 
receives  a  daily  wage,  which  is  raised 
from  time  to  time  until  he  has  completed 
his  period  of  probation.  However,  he 
may  not  receive  over  2.50  marks  (GOcents) 
a  day,  except  by  the  special  consent  of 
the  administration.  The  period  of  pro- 
bation lasts  from  one  year  in  the  most 
favorable  cases  to  over  three  years  where 
the  education  has  been  defective;  but  be- 
fore he  can  be  promoted  to  a  higher  posi- 
tion he  must  pass  a  written  and  an  oral 
examination,  the  former  of  which  must 
not  exceed  four  nor  the  latter  two  hours 
in  length. 

These  workmen    are    expected  to  be 
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present,  not  only  during  the  usual  period 
of  work,  but  whenever  extra  attendance 
is  rendered  necessary,  and  in  this  latter 
case  they  have  no  claim  to  special  re- 
muneration. The  settlement  of  questions 
pertaining  to  pay  for  overwork,  extra  pay 
for  piecework,  etc.,  is  left  to  the  admin- 
istration. An  extra  remuneration,  how- 
ever, is  especially  provided  in  cases  of 
employment  in  any  other  than  the  usual 
place.  The  termination  of  the  contract 
of  service  may  follow  a  fortnight's  notice 
on  either  side. 

RELIEF  FUND  FOR  BEAMTEN. 

The  most  important  insurance  of  Saxon 
railway  employes  was  that  of  the  relief 
fund  for  Beamten  (Beamten-Unterstutz- 
ungskasse).  This  fund  was  instituted 
on  October  1,  1854,  with  a  constitution 
ratified  by  the  ministry  of  finance  (which 
has  been  frequently  modified  since),  the 
management  of  the  fund  being  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  general  director  of  State 
railways.  Its  purpose  was  to  provide  all 
such  employes  of  Saxon  State  railways, 
or  of  those  private  railways  administered 
by  the  State,  who  were  not  at  that  time 
State  officials,  with  assistance.  This  as- 
sistance consisted  in  a  payment  to  the 
Beamten  upon  their  becoming  unfit  for 
service,  or  to  their  widows  and  children 
in  case  of  death.  The  fund  was  chiefly 
supported  by  contributions  from  the 
State  treasury,  from  interest  on  capital, 
and  from  the  men;  but  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  secondary  sources  of  income,  such 
as  fines,  unclaimed  articles  found  on  the 
railways,  receipts  from  platform  tickets, 

gifts,  donations,  etc. 
*•«**«*#*•*   *•   *  * 

The  organization  maintained  itself  for 
over  forty  years,  until  on  January  1,  1896, 
when  all  members  of  the  fund  were  made 
State  officials  and  the  fund  was  therewith 
dissolved. 

PENSION  AND  SICK  FUNDS. 

The  pension  fund  for  Saxon  railway 
workmen  (Arbeiterpensionskasse)  was 
inaugurated  on  July  1,1888,  for  the  grant- 
ing of  pensions  to  the  workmen  and  their 
surviving  dependents.  The  fund  owed 
its  origin  to  an  order  of  the  Royal  Saxon 
ministry  of  finance  of  June  20,  1888;  but 
on  November  5,  1890,  it  changed  its  char- 
acter in  order  to  conform  to  the  imperial 


compulsory  age  and  disability  insurance 
law  (Invaliditats  und  Altersversicherung- 
Gesetz),  which  went  into  operation  on 
January  1,  1891. 

The  principal  consequence  of  this  adap- 
tation of  the  Saxon  institution  to 
the  provisions  of  the  German  law 
was  to  divide  the  fund  into  two  parts. 
Fund  A  provides  insurance  in  complete 
accordance  with  the  demands.of  the  law, 
while  Fund  B  goes  further  and  provides  a 
greater  measure  of  insurance  and  aid. 
The  membership  of  Fund  A  is  naturally 
larger  than  that  of  B.  All  workmen  and 
working  women  employed  by  the  state 
railways,  either  in  the  construction  or 
operation  of  railways,  and  all  assistant 
workmen  are  permitted  and  compelled  to 
join  Fund  A,  provided  they  are  at  least 
16  years  of  age  and  are  not  obtaining  a 
regular  annual  income  of  over  2,000  marks 
($476).  To  Fund  B,  however,  only  those 
employes  are  admitted  who  have  satisfied 
their  military  duty,  or  have  been  freed 
from  it,  who  have  had  at  least  one  year's 
trial  on  the  railway,  and  who  are  not  ex- 
clusively engaged  on  purely  exceptional 
or  temporary  work.  Female  employes 
may  be  admitted  to  Fund  B  only  after  a 
year's  service,  and  only  if  they  are  un- 
married or  widowed,  and,  as  widows,  are 
not  drawing  a  pension  from  any  state 
fund.  Female  employes,  however,  are 
only  permitted,  and,  not  like  male  em- 
ployes, compelled  to  join,  and  the  privi- 
lege lapses  three  months  after  the  year 
of  trial  comes  to  an  end.  The  employes 
who  are  forced  out  of  Fund  A  by  the  fact 
of  their  receiving  over  2,000  marks  ($476} 
are  compelled  to  enter  Fund  B,  unless 
they  become  Beamten,  who  are  not  eli- 
gible. 

**•      *  **** 
SWITZERLAND. 

EMPLOYMENT  ON  SWISS  RAILWAYS. 

During  the  year  1895  there  were  25,208 
persons  employed  on  Swiss  railways,  or, 
if  we  exclude  161  persons  who  were  sim- 
ply accessory  and  not  directly  engaged 
in  the  service,  the  total  number  was  25, 
047.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  these, 
22,908,  or  over  91  per  cent,  were  employed 
by  the  five  largest  companies— the  Cen- 
tral, Gothard,  Jura-Simplon,  Northeast- 
ern and  the  United  Swiss  railways— the 
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remaining  34  companies  employing  only 
2.139,  an  average  of  63  per  company. 
The  Jura-Simplon  and  the  Northeastern 
employ  the  most  men,  owing  to  their 
greater  length,  but  the  density  of  employ- 
ment, however,  is  considerably  greater 
on  the  Central  and  Gothard  railways. 

From  1885  to  1895  the  railway  staff  on 
Swiss  railways  increased  from  15,729  to 
25,017,  an  increase  of  over  59  per  cent. 
During  the  same  period  the  mileage  in- 
creased considerably  less  rapidly,  and 
even  receipts  have  not  quite  kept  pace 
with  the  increase  in  the  staff.  In  1883 
there  were  per  kilo  meter  5.30  (per  mile  8.5) 
employes;  in  1884,  5.45  (per  mile  8.8)  em- 
ployes; in  1885,  5.44  (per  mile  8.8)  em- 
ployes; while  in  1895  there  were  per  kilo- 
meter 6.97  (per  mile  11.2)  employes.  In 
18S3  there  were  2.06  employes  per  10,000 
francs  ($1,930)  of  revenue;  in  1884  ,  2.19;  in 
1885.  2.13  and  in  1895,  2.25.  In  other 
words,  for  every  person  employed  in  1885 
there  were  $906  of  gross  receipts  from 
operation  (Betriebseinnahmen),  while  in 
1895  there  were  only  $858  gross  receipts 
per  employe.  This  is  due  primarily  to 
falling  rates  and  fares,  the  gross  amount 
of  traffic  handled  per  employe  having 
increased. 

HOURS  OF  LABOR. 

The  hours  of  labor  on  Swiss  railways 
have  been  regulated  by  a  Federal  law 
passed  in  1890.  The  law,  which  concerns 
not  only  railways  but  steamboats,  posts, 
and  alt  other  transportation  agencies, 
whether  chartered  or  managed  by  the 
confederation,  is  excsedingly  radical.  It 
provides  that  the  maximum  day  for  all 
employes,  in  so  far  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  traffic  require  an  unusual  period  of 
work,  shall  not  exceed  12  hours.  Both 
the  train  and  locomotive  staff  and  other 
employes  are  to  enjoy  a  daily  uninter- 
rupted period  of  rest  of  at  least  9  hours, 
except  where  the  employee  lives  in  the 
station  or  along  the  line,  in  which  cases 
the  minimum  period  of  rest  is  8  hours. 
After  about  one-half  of  the  period  of  work 
bas  elapsed,  the  employe  has  the  right 
to  an  interruption  of  at  least  an  hour. 

The  most  important  provision  of  the 
law  relates  to  free  days,  and  above  all  to 
tree  Sundays.  By  a  former  Federal  Stat- 
ute,   passed  in    1872,  the  employe  was 


guaranteed  a  number  of  free  Sum 
but  this  provision  was  generally  dis* 
garded  and  in  the  supplementary  laWy 
passed  February  14,  1878,  this  provision? 
was  at  the  instance  of  the  railway  com?  J 
panies  omitted.  It  has  been  revived^ 
however,  by  the  law  of  1890,  and  made  the/ * 
central  feature  of  the  whole  scheme  of  the; 
reform  of  the  period  of  work.  The  law  }% 
provides  that  all  employes  shall  annually-  *j 
receive  52  free  days,  distributed  through 
the  year  in  a  convenient  and  reasonable 
manner, and  of  these  17  must  fall  upon  Sun- 
days.  -  The  companies  are  not  entitled  to 
make  a  deduction  from  wages  in  consid- 
eration of  these  free  days.  Sunday  freight 
traffic  must  entirely  cease,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  express  traffic  of  merchandise 
or  cattle.  When  rendered  necessary  by 
special  circumstances  various  provisions 
of  this  law  may  be  exceptionally  sus- 
pended. Contraventions  of  the  law  are 
punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  500  francs 
($96.50)  for  the  first  offense,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 1,000  francs  ($193)  for  subsequent 
offenses.  The  surrender  on  the  part  of 
an  employe  of  the  privilege  of  having  any 
given  day  free  does  not  exculpate  the 
company  for  depriving  him  of  subsequent 
free  days. 

In  carrying  out  the  law  a  number  of 
difficulties  were  encountered,  and  at  first 
considerable  friction  ensued.  In  a  special 
report  made  by  the  board  of  inspectors  of 
Swiss  railways  to  the  Federal  department 
of  post  and  railways  on  March  30,  1892, 
with  regard  to  the  carrying  into  execution 
of  the  law  of  1890,  several  of  these  diffi- 
culties were  pointed  out.  The  railways 
complained  that  it  was  impossible  to  obey 
the  law,  and  that  it  was  particularly  diffi- 
cult to  put  a  stop  to  Sunday  freight  traf- 
fic, especially  in  view  of  the  increase  of 
business  in  1891.  They  had,  therefore, 
requested  that  the  law  be  not  put  into 
operation  at  all  until  June  1,  1891,  and 
that  it  should  not  be  completely  executed 
until  June  1,  1893.  The  difficulties,  how- 
ever were  exaggerated,  and  it  was  found 
that  by  January  1,  1891,  the  Gothard  com- 
pany had  completely  stopped  its  freight 
service,  and  by  August  1  all  the  other 
great  companies  had,  with  one  partial  ex- 
ception, ceased  to  carry  slow  freight  on 
Sundays.  The  Gothard  and  Central  rail- 
ways found  it  possible  within  a  few 
Digitized  by  LjOO^  IC 


704 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


months  after  the  passage  of  the  law  to 
give  the  men,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the 
contemplated  number  of  honrs  of  rest. 
In  certain  stations  on  the  Central  and  on 
other  railways  it  was  at  first  found  im- 
possible to  obtain  the  additional  men  ne- 
cessitated by  the  new  conditions  of  traffic, 
but  during  the  summer  this  difficulty  was 
obviated.  The  Federal  Council,  however, 
saw  itself  compelled  during  the  month  of 
September,  1891  to  grant  the  companies 
permission  to  revive  their  Sunday  slow 
freight  traffic  from  September  27  to  Novem- 
ber 15,  owing  to  the  heavy  autumn  traffic, 
and  in  order  to  permit  the  trucks  to  be 
properly  utilized. 

On  the  whole,  however,  it  was  clearly 
recognized  as  early  as  1892  that  the  antici- 
pations of  the  company  had  been  too  pes- 
simistic, and  that  the  law  in  its  main  pro- 
visions could  be  carried  out.  The  most 
difficult  feature  of  the  law  was  the  grant- 
ing of  17  Sundays  per  year,  and  while  the 
prohibition  of  slow  freight  traffic  rendered 
the  granting  of  the  free  days  easrer.it  did 
not  suffice  in  all  cases.  Thus,  for  ex- 
ample, the  Jura-Siinplon  Railway  had  de- 
veloped a  great  amount  of  cheap  Sunday 
excursion  traffic,  and  the  men  who  were 
freed  from  the  freight  business  were  thus 


[to  be  continued.] 
Otf  THE  RIP. 


absorbed  by  the  increasing  of  the  passen- 
ger traffic.  The  board  of  inspectors, 
however,  who  were  charged  with  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law,  held  that  the  free  Sun- 
days to  the  employes  were  of  greater  im- 
portance than  the  excursion  travel  to  the 
public,  especially  as  much  of  this  traffic 
might  easily  be  created  and  accommo- 
dated on  week  days  if  the  fares  were  re- 
duced, and  insisted  upon  obedience  to  the 
statute. 

Present  appearances  point  to  an  ap- 
proaching attempt  at  a  revision  of  the  law 
of  1890.  Since  the  passage  of  the  law  the 
demands  of  the  men  have  been  growing, 
and  it  is  now  hoped  that  a  law  will  be 
passed  by  the  council  that  will  be  still 
more  favorable  to  the  employes,  of  that 
the  present  law  will  be  revised  in  this 
sense.  The  chief  demand  that  is  now 
made  is  the  establishment  of  a  ten  hours' 
maximum.  The  companies  seem  willing 
to  compromise  on  11  hours,  but  the  leaders 
among  the  railway  employes  insist  upon 
a  further  concession.  It  is  also  expected 
to  obtain  for  the  men.  if  possible,  the 
granting  of  a  week's  leave  of  abj-ence  over 
and  above  the  52  free  days  now  conceded, 
and  to  insist  that  the  free  days  shall  be 
preceded  and  followed  by  nights  off  duty. 


I  saw  a  conductor,  he  looked  mighty  had. 

Very  much  like  a  man  with  the  jfrip; 
You  a>-k  me  the  reasou,  what  makes  him  so  sad. 

He's  lately  been  placed  on  the  rip. 

The  rip  track  is  noted  for  cri-iples  and  age; 

Some  ito  for  a  month  <>r  u  trip. 
If  forty  years  catches  you  still  on  the  stage 

You  are  put  in  for  keeps  on  the  rip. 

There  once  was  a  time.  1  remember  it  well, 

1  was  making  a  juvenile  trip: 
I  tore  up  more  track  than  I  ever  can  tell 

And  didn't  pull  in  on  the  rip. 

You  wasn't  sized  up  by  the  color  of  hair 

That  grew  on  your  head  or  your  lip: 
If  vou'a  play  the  tune  right  and  tote  on  the  square 

You  never  would  hear  of  the  rip. 

But  changes  will  come,  as  they  always  have  done. 

Conductors  are  scarcely  so  chip. 
It  takes  a  good  hustler  to  watch  number  one 

And  keep  the  switch  locked  on  the  rip. 

The  dispatcher  looks  glum  if  you  have  a  delay. 

The  trainmaster  posts  up  a  slip: 
"Student  takes  out  No.  20  today. 

Smith  pulls  in  to  clear  on  the  rip." 

I'm  told  it's  a  crime  to  be  forty  years  old. 

Or  carry  gray  hairs  on  your  lip; 
For  either  you  re  shuffled  off  in  the  cold 

Or  banished  for  life  to  the  rip. 

Mv  thoughts  wonder  off  to  the  children  and  wives 
That  have  scarce  enough  gruel  to  sip, 


And  the  gaunt  wolf  to  haunt  them  the  rest  of  their 
lives. 

While  the  old  man  is  out  on  the  rip. 

Now,  Brothers,  the  serious  part  of  all  this 

Is  the  tear  and  the  trembling  lip 
That  make  their  debut  at  the  exit  of  bliss 

When  your  time  comes  to  jro  on  the  rip. 

Don't  say.  "Howdy,  Jim,"  or  "I'm  sorry  for  Bob." 

Then  rush  off  and  give  him  the  slip; 
You  may  yet  be  boss  of  some  lucrative  job 

Taking  up  space  on  the  rip. 

But  chuck  him  a  quarter  and  pass  the  hat  'round. 

And  when  it  has  made  the  whole  trip. 
If  I'm  not  mistaken  enough  will  be  found 

To  gladden  those  hearts  on  the  rip. 

Some  talk  of  a  farm,  and  a  pig.  and  a  cow. 

Bean  soup,  and  a  ladel  to  dip. 
Then  "Gee.  Buck  and  Brandy."  all  day  at  the 
plow 

Makes  paradise  out  on  the  rip. 

Pigs  get  the  measles  and  cattle  will  roam. 

And  chickens  all  die  with  the  pip; 
I'd  rather  be  near  the  place  I  call  borne. 

Or  any  old  place  on  the  rip. 

Then  let  me  stay  here  where  I  see  the  trains  move 

And  bear  the  wheels  clip-a-te-clip. 
'Til  I  make  my  last  run  to  that  station  above 

And  vacate  this  place  on  the  rip. 


Houston,  Texas. 
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THE  WRECK  ON  THE  READING. 


The  disastrous  wreck  on  the  Philadel- 
phia &  Reading  Railroad  at  Hatfield,  Pa., 
which  occurred  on  Sunday  morning,  Sep- 
tember 2,  and  which  resulted  in  the  fear- 
ful slaughter  of  thirteen  persons,  together 
with  more  than  three  times  that  number 
wounded,  scores  another  slaughter 
against  that  management  whose  officers 
have  again  escaped  from  atoning  to  the 
offended  law  by  the  plea  that  its  sub- 
ordinates disregarded  the  rules  of  the 
company. 

On  the  morning  in  question  a  milk  train 
left  South  Bethlehem  on  its  regular 
schedule,  bound  for  Philadelphia,  via 
Lansdale,  a  junction  of  the  Doylestown 
branch.  The  stations  along  the  Bethle- 
hem branch  going  south  are  quite  close 
together  and  average  less  than  two  and 
one-half  miles  apart.  At  Quakertown, 
orders  were  received  affecting  the  move- 
ment of  six  trains,  within  one  order. 
Within  this  order  was  one  providing  that 
three  specials  leaving  Bethlehem  should, 
pass  milk  train  No.  416  at  Lansdale. 
These  specials  were  running  on  a  special 
card  and  had  no  rights  over  regular 
trains.  According  to  the  rules  of  the 
Reading  all  trains  are  to  be  kept  five 
minutes  apart, without  regard  for  weather, 
topography  of  the  country  or  other  con- 
sideration affecting  safety  under  the  oper- 
ation <.»f  this  rule.   The  following  sched- 


ule is  that  under  which  these  trains  were 
run  between  stations  just  beyond  Hat- 
field, where  the  wreck  occurred : 


No.  416. 

STATIONS. 

First 
Special. 

Second 
Special. 

oThiTd, 
Special. 

6:40 

Telford 

6:48 

6:53 

6:56 

1.3  mi. 

6:46 

Souderton 

6:51 

6:55 

7.-00 

2.5  mi. 

6:53 

Hatfield 

6:57 

7:00 

7:05 

A  glance  at  the  above  time  card  will  at 
once  convince  any  person  who  has  had 
experience  in  the  operation  of  trains,  that 
in  the  absence  of  a  positive  block  system, 
as  was  the  case  in  this  instance,  the 
issuing  of  a  time  card  which  brought 
in  so  near  proximity,  thus  totally  disre- 
garding the  only  rule  which  provided  for 
the  protection  of  these  trains,  showed 
the  grossest  mismanagement  that  can  be 
imagined. 

The  evidence  in  the  coroner's  inquest 
brought  out  the  fact  that  train  416  was 
five  minutes  late  leaving  Souderton.  A 
heavy  fog  was  hanging  over  the  country, 
which  obscured  the  vision  for  any  dis- 
tance. No  block  was  displayed  to  hold 
the  special  at  this  place,  as  the  operator 
was  engaged  at  the  key  at  that  moment 
in  taking  another  order.  A  moment  later 
the  special  flew  by  and  before  he  could 
display  a  red  signal.  milk 
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*j  train  arrived  at  Hatfield  it  was  three 
.."  minutes  late.  The  rules  of  the  company 
^,  do  not  require  the  flagman  to  protect  his- 
train  until  a  train  has  been  detained  at  a 
''  station  two  minutes.  Before  this  time 
'  had  expired  the  special  shot  out  of  the 
,  fog  and  crashed  into  the  milk  train  stand- 
ing at  the  depot. 

The  special  had  arrived  exactly  on 
.time.  The  milk  train  had  not  been  de- 
tained the  two  minutes  which  would 
necessitate  flag  protection,  by  the  rules 
of  the  company.  Operators  had  no  intel- 
ligence of  the  location  of  either  train 
prior  to  their  arrival  at  their  stations. 
Their  duties  necessitated  their  attention 
outside  of  the  telegraph  duties  at  train 
time  in  selling  coupons,  milk  tickets, etc., 
and  the  dispatcher  was  not  able  to  get  a 
response  to  an  office  call  at  any  station 
'  until  after  the  special  had  passed.  The 
possibility  of  the  milk  train's  being  late, 
the  condition  of  the  weather,  the  varia- 
tion of  watches  and  the  duties  of  opera- 
tors which  took  them  from  the  key,  all 
opened  an  avenue  for  disaster  that  was 
carelessly  overlooked  by  a  management 
who  alone  are  to  blame. 

As  a  result  of  the  coroner's  verdict 
Engineer  Davis  was  condemned  without 
a  hearing,  while  he  was  lying  danger- 
ously wounded  in  a  hospital  at  Bethle- 
hem. The  only  evidence  from  Davis'  lips 
was  in  the  testimony  of  Thomas  Shelby, 
the  conductor  of  the  special  which  Davis 
was  pulling. 

"Davis  was  lying  on  the  embankment 
after  the  wreck  when  I  saw  him.  He 
looked  at  me  and  said,  'Torn,  I  never  got 
a  signal  from  the  time  I  left  Quakertown 
till  I  got  to  Hatfield.  There  wasn't  a  flag 
or  a  red  board  anywhere.'  " 

Conductor  Shelby  in  his  testimony  said 
that  he  did  not  know  whether  the  milk 
train  was  on  time  or  not,  but  felt  that  so 
long  as  he  did  not  get  ahead  of  his  sched- 
ule time,  he  was  working  strictly  within 
the  rules  laid  down  by  the  company.  Yet, 
in  view  of  all  these  facts  which  pointed  to 
the  faithful  discharge  of  duty  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  company,  the  coroner's 
jury  verdict  condemned  four  victims  who 
were  faithful  in  their  purpose  of  carrying 
out  a  set  of  rules  which  in  themselves 
would  permit  of  no  application  that  would 
insure  safety  to  trains. 


When  viewed  from  a  practical  stand- 
point the  policy  of  the  Reading  has  been 
such  as  to  warrant  condemnation  from  the 
public  for  a  long  time.  In  the  Exeter 
catastrophe  the  coroner's  jury  entered  a 
verdict  oh  the  same  lines  with  that  of  the 
jury  in  the  present  case.  They  recom- 
mended the  extension  of  the  Hall  block 
signal  system  on  all  parts  of  the  system, 
but  after  completing  a  short  distance  it 
was  abandoned  as  "too  expensive."  The 
jury  recommend  acompletionof  that  work 
as  their  verdict  at  this  time. 

Such  verdicts  but  place  a  premium  on 
these  fearful  disasters  and  do  an  injustice 
to  the  poor  employe  who  tries  to  do  what 
is  right  as  laid  down  in  a  faulty  set  of 
rules.  Any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  men 
to  secure  a  change  of  conditions  under 
which  they  work  has  been  to  invite  instant 
dismissal  in  every  instance  in  the  past. 
The  impulse  that  prompts  men  on  other 
systems  to  confer  with  their  superior 
officers  in  the  regulation  of  minor  details 
insuring  the  safety  of  transportation  of 
passengers  and  freight  are  denied  to  the 
men  on  the  Reading,  and  such  attempts 
looked  upon  as  unwarranted  and  pre- 
sumptuous on  the  part  of  the  employe  and 
is  followed  by  dismissal.  Under  such 
tyrannous  discipline  as  is  enforced  upon 
the  Reading  is  there  any  cause  to  wonder 
that  these  horrible  disasters  are  of  so 
common  occurrence?  The  conditions 
under  which  men  labor  on  the  Reading 
which  afford  so  many  chances  for  disaster 
are  certainly  appalling.  On  one  hand  a 
senseless  management  forces  obedience 
to  rules  that  are  criminal  in  their  applica- 
tion; on  the  other  hand  the  employe  is 
forced  to  face  constant  danger  with  no 
voice  of  appeal.  He  is  denied  the  privi- 
lege of  uniting  with  his  fellows  for  the  up- 
building and  protection  of  his  interests. 
He  is  a  mere  hireling  whose  condition  is 
worse  than  slave  or  serf,  who  through 
force  of  necessity,  becomes  as  a  dumb 
animal  led  to  the  slaughter  pen  where  he 
is  sacrificed  as  an  offering  to  appease  the 
wrath  of  the  law  which  demands  redress 
for  the  lives  that  have  been  crushed  out 
through  his  alleged  criminal  carelessness. 

The  general  purpose  of  our  railway 
organizations  is  to  better  railway  service. 
No  more  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  inter- 
ests of  any  railway  exists  than  the  self- 
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appointed  interest  which  is  obligatory  on 
each  member  of  our  railway  orders.  As 
an  indisputable  evidence  of  this  fact 
where  the  finest  system  of  running  trains 
prevails  there  you  find  the  men  most 
thoroughly  organized.  This  fact  alone 
appeals  in  behalf  of  affiliation  and  would 
receive  the  commendation  of  the  officials 
of  the  Reading  were  it  not  for  the  avari- 
cious, niggardly  policy  that  is  enforced 
on  the  "penny  wise,  pound  foolish"  plan. 
It  must  not  be  assumed  that  we  are 
egotistic  in  proclaiming  for  the  railway 
organizations  our  power  as  an  auxiliary 
to  their  interests.  A  careful  investiga- 
tion will  convince  the  most  skeptical  that 
on  roads  where  men  are  permitted  to 
unite  and  discuss  their  conditions  and 
are  recognized  by  the  officials  as  having 
the  right  to  be  heard  in  matters  relating 
to  their  own  comfort  and  safety,  there 
yon  will  find  the  best  discipline  and  the 
highest  class  of  service.  The  influence 
of  the  several  railway  organizations  is 
constantly  increasing  and  the  moral  in- 
fluence that  is  manifest  in  the  craft  every- 
where today,  forms  a  marked  contrast  to 
the  character  of  the  men  before  its  influ- 
ence existed.  Does  not  such  an  influence 
commend  itself  to  the  traveling  public 
who  commend  themselves  to  the  safe 
keeping  of  those  who  man  our  trains? 
Would  it  not  appear  that  a  necessity  ex- 
isted for  extending  this  influence  and  that 
any  effort  which  opposed  its  extension  is 
a  blow  at  industrial  progress  and  a  men- 
ace to  public  safety? 

The  Reading  bitterly  opposes  organized 
labor  and  will  not  knowingly  tolerate  a 
roan  in  its  service  who  is  a  member  of  any 
body  of  organized  labor.  The  connection 
of  ten  employes  who  were  members  of  the 
Trainmen,  became  known  to  that  manage- 
ment on  September  4,  and  they  were  sum- 
marily dismissed  without  cause.  Seven- 
teen others  have  been  ordered  to  report 
for  their  time  checks. 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  says 
regarding  this  wholesale  dismissal: 

The  employes  who  have  so  far  been  dis- 
charged were  members  of  Lodge  No.  113 
■  Kensington;  They  were  all  old  em- 
p '■<->>'•  :s,  some  of  them  having  served  the 
company  for  many  years.  They  were  em- 
ployed on  the  Bethlehem  branch  of  the 
Reading  and  were  directly  under  Division 
rintendent  Tomlinson.    It  is  claimed 


by  the  men  that  the  company  has  abso-* 
lutely  no  reason  for  their  discharge,  ex- 
cepting only  the  fact  that  they  have  had  • 
the  temerity  to  join  a  labor  organization. 
They  were  all  in  good  standing  and  felt 
safe  in  their  positions  until  it  became 
known  to  the  officials  of  the  road  that 
they  were  Brotherhood  men.  V 

Superintendent  Tomlinson  was  seen  at 
his  home  last  night,  and  asked  if  he 
would  make  a  statement  concerning  the 
action  of  the  company  in  discharging  the 
seventeen  men. 

"No,  sir,"  he  replied  emphatically. 

"Will  you  affirm  or  deny  the  assertion 
that  they  were  discharged  solely  because 
they  were  members  of  the  Brotherhood?" 

"No,  sir;  I  will  say  absolutely  nothing 
about  it." 

The  same  blind  antagonism  which 
characterizes  their  opposition  to  adopt- 
ing rules  which  will  provide  against  dis- 
aster seems  to  prevail  in  opposing  the 
welfare  of  the  men.  .It  is  hard  to  under- 
stand how  any  company  can  afford  to 
pursue  a  policy  that  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  its  interests  in  the  end.  It 
would  appear  that  the  cordial  relations 
between  the  employes  and  employers  of 
other  lines  and  their  consequent  loyalty 
to  their  company's  interest;  the  efficiency 
of  service  in  these  lines;  the  improved 
system  of  dispatching  trains  and  the  per- 
fect understanding  of  every  detail  which 
alone  insures  safety  to  both  the  crew  and 
the  passengers,  would  appear  an  incent- 
ive to  the  management  of  the  Reading  to 
follow.  The  crew  desires  protection  as 
well  as  the  passenger,  but  we  can  well 
understand  how  employes  serving  a  com- 
pany whose  system  of  operating  its  trains 
has  no  assurance  of  safety  connected 
with  it,  can  be  made  to  feel  an  utter  dis- 
regard of  danger,  trusting  to  providence 
to  avert  disaster.  Had  the  coroner's  jury 
been  acquainted  with  the  method  of 
handling  trains  on  other  lines  whose  rules 
provide  that  no  train  or  engine  shall 
leave  a  station  to  follow  another  train  or 
engine  until  the  preceding  train  or  engine 
shall  have  passed  the  preceding  station, 
thus  making  what  is  known  as  positive 
station  block,  the  jury  would  not  have 
rendered  the  verdict  they  did.  We  regret 
that  the  gentlemen  composing  this  jury 
were  not  qualified  to  look  beneath  the 
surface  of  affairs  as  they  were  presented 
in  this  case  and  understand  the  basic 
principle  upon  which  the    rules  were 
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founded.  We  regret  that  they  did  not 
consider  the  seriousness  of  running  the 
specials  on  a  schedule  which  violated  the 
only  rule  of  safety  which  appears  in  their 
time  card.  We  regret  that  they  deemed 
the  adoption  of  any  automatic  signal  sys- 
tem a  sufficient  protection  to  trains  under 
all  conditions.  We  regret  that  the  inno- 
cent were  made  to  suffer  for  the  guilty 
for  the  awful  slaughter  of  people  for 
which  the  management  of  the  Reading 
alone  were  to  blame.  Regrets  are  vain, 
however;  the  same  grinding  policy  still 
exists;  the  system  of  operating  trains  re- 
mains unchanged;  the  same  possibilities 
remain  open  for  employes  to  be  con- 
demned for  criminal  negligence  while  act- 
ing as  agents  for  a  company  whose  rules 
they  faithfully  discharge.  We  can  only 
hope  that  the  vengeance  of  a  just  God 
will  avenge  the  wrongs  done  the  men  who 
suffer  the  tyrannous  persecutions  of  the 
officials  of  the  Reading,  and  that  He  who 
rules  over  all  may  mete  out  the  punish- 
ment that  is  justly  theirs.  The  crime 
committed  is  too  serious  to  be  spoken  of 
otherwise  than  in  a  truly  righteous  man- 
ner, devoid  of  any  bitterness  or  hatred 
toward  the  management.  The  injustice 
done  the  poor  fellows  by  the  coroner's 
verdict  and  the  tyranny  of  the  manage- 
ment over  those  of  whom  they  demand  a 
cringing  subserviency,  are  all  reasons 
which  appeal  to  public  sympathy  and 
awaken  a  desire  to  see  justice  done. 
When  will  this  be? 

Closely  following  the  wake  of  the  Hat- 
field disaster  comes  the  report  of  the 
resignation  of  General  Superintendent  I. 
A.  Sweigert  and  Division  Superintendent 


E.  C.  Tomlinson,  as  if  in  answer  to  our 
apparently  hopeless  question.  It  would 
appear  that  by  the  supplanting  of  two  of 
the  executive  heads  that  an  outlook  for 
better  condition  is  promised.  We  can 
not,  however,  look  for  any  change  for 
the  better  so  long  as  the  policy  remains 
the  same,  no  difference  who  may  have 
been  appointed.  The  cancerous  growth 
has  become  too  chronic  to  be  cured  by  a 
few  local  applications  and  will  in  due 
time  spread  its  influence  over  these, 
leaving  as  bad  a  condition  of  affairs  as 
before. 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  if 
the  operation  of  affairs  is  left  to  the  suc- 
cessor of  Mr.  Sweigert  that  there  will  be 
a  general  "house  cleaning"  on  the  Read- 
ing, and  that  the  monstrous  treatment 
the  men  have  undergone  in  the  past  will 
be  supplanted  by  a  discipline  that  will 
raise  the  service  on  the  reading  to  a 
standard  that  compares  favorably  with 
the  C.  B.  &  Q.,  or  other  well  regulated 
lines.  We  have  too  much  faith  in  Mr. 
Besler  to  believe  that  his  acceptance  of 
the  position  of  general  superintendent  of 
the  Reading  means  the  submerging  of 
his  personality  to  become  the  tool  of  a 
disaster-inviting  policy  for  the  money 
there  is  in  it.  He  is  too  honorable  for 
that.  A  star  of  hope,  therefore,  arises  in 
the  horizon  which  we  believe  is  the  em- 
ploye's guiding  star  to  better  conditions. 
Let  us  hope  that  for  them  a  day  is  dawn- 
ing in  which  they  can  hold  up  their  heads, 
cast  off  the  shackles  of  subserviency  and 
enjoy  their  legal  rights  without  tyrannous 
oppression. 


THE  FIREMEN'S  CONVENTION. 


The  seventh  biennial  session  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen  at 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  was,  perhaps,  one  of 
the  most  harmonious  sessions  ever  held 
by  that  organization.  Many  important 
amendments  were  passed  affecting  both 
the  organization  proper  and  the  insurance 
department,  which  it  is  believed  will  be 
for  the  good  of  the  members  generally. 
Several  propositions  were  submitted  from 
various  cities  with  a  view  to  securing  the 


permanent  headquarters  of  the  Firemen, 
but  none  were  adopted.  Among  the  cities 
bidding  for  same  were  Cleveland,  Den- 
ver, Milwaukee,  Omaha  and  Des  Moines. 

Owing  to  Governor  Shaw's  absence 
from  the  city,  Secretary  of  State  G.  L. 
Dobson  representing  the  Governor  re- 
ceived them  in  an  address  of  welcome, 
after  which  they  were  taken  over  the  city 
and  entertained  in  various  ways,  during 
their  stay. 
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Nearly  500  delegates  or  alternates  were 
present  at  roll  call,  which  attests  to  the 
general  interest  in  the  Brotherhood;  it 
being  understood  that  the  total  number 
of  Lodges  is  572.  These  500  delegates  re- 
present about  36,000  firemen  diffused  over 
a  territory  that  extends  from  coast  to 
coast  including  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
and  Mexico. 

At  the  public  meeting  on  the  evening  of 
the  opening  day  of  the  convention  wel- 
come on  the  part  of  the  State  was  ex- 
tended by  Hon.  G.  L.  Dobson,  Secretary 
of  the  State,  representing  the  Governor 
and  on  behalf  of  Des  Moines  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  city.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Hon.  A.  B.  Cummins,  Grand  Master  Sar- 
gent, Grand  Master  Morrissey  of  the 
B.  R.  T.,  Grand  Chief  Conductor  Clark 
and  others. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  Convention, 
Grand  Master  Morrissey  and  Vice  Grand 
Master  Lee  of  the  B.  R.  T.,  Grand  Chief 
Conductor  Clark  and  "Father"  Coffin 
were  invited  to  address  the  delegates  in 
convention  assembled,  which  they  did. 
The  reception  accorded  to  the  officers  of 
the  sister  organizations  was  enthusiastic 
and  warm  and  spoke  louder  than  words 
could  the  spirit  of  fraternity  in  which 
they  were  welcomed.  Father  Coffin's 
earnest  efforts  in  behalf  of  railroad  men 
have  been  the  means  of  epdearing  him  to 
those  in  every  class  of  the  service,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  he  was 
lifted  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  delegates 
and  carried  about  the  room  amid  cheers 
that  were  simply  deafening. 

Chief  among  the  social  features  in  con- 
nection with  the  Convention  was  a  ban- 
quet given  to  the  delegates  and  visiting 
members  of  the  Brotherhood  and  their 
Ladies'  Society,  given  by  our  Division  38 
and  the  division  of  the  B.  L.  E.  at  Des 
Moines.  A  complimentary  reception  and 
ball  was  also  tendered  by  the  Conduc- 
tors and  Engineers. 

Many  other  social  functions  enlivened 
the  stay  of  the  Firemen  while  at  Des 
Moines,  and  added  to  the  pleasure  of 
those  whose  interest  in  the  Brotherhood 
brought  them  into  the  Hawkeye  state, 
but  probably  the  reception  and  welcome 
extended  by  the  Cedar  Rapids  Commer- 
cial Club  on  their  homeward  trip  bore 
■vway  the  palm  for  anything  they  saw  or 


enjoyed  during  their  visit,  considering 
the  short  time  for  its  preparation. 

When  it  was  learned  that  the  special 
train  bearing  the  delegates  was  to  pass 
through  Cedar  Rapids,  on  the  return  to 
the  east,  the  Commercial  Club  of  Cedar 
Rapids  made  hasty  arrangements  to  ex- 
tend such  welcome  as  the  limited  number 
of  hours  would  allow.  A  committee  con- 
sisting of  Brothers  Clark  and  Maxwell, 
Mayor  John  M.  Redmond,  Aldermen  Buck 
and  Allison,  T.  S.  Metcalf  and  Attorney 
John  M.  Grimm  boarded  a  train  which  in- 
tercepted the  special  at  Marshalltown, 
Iowa,  and  returned  with  them.  Each  of 
the  delegates  and  every  visitor, on  the 
train  "properly  checked  and  tagged"  was, 
on  arrival  at  Cedar  Rapids,  conducted  to 
the  best  hotels  of  the  city  where  a  com- 
plimentary luncheon  had  been  spread  in 
the  most  elaborate  style.  Orchestras 
furnished  music  during  lunch  hour  and 
all  seemed  overwhelmed  with  astonish- 
ment at  the  lavish  display  and  courteous 
treatment  accorded  them.  After  lunch 
the  party  assembled  in  the  spacious  wait- 
ing room  of  the  C.  &  N.  W.  Railway  where 
another  orchestra  was  furnishing  music. 
Speeches  were  here  indulged  in  but  the 
limited  time  the  delegates  were  permitted 
to  remain  necessitated  but  brief  remarks 
from  each.  Mayor  John  M.  Redmond  was 
the  first  speaker,  and  extended  a  hearty 
welcome  to  the  Brotherhood,  humorously 
apologizing  for  the  lack  of  that  "wild 
wooliness"  they  expected  to  see  on  their 
arrival  at  Cedar  Rapids.  Attorney  John 
M.  Grimm  followed  with  an  apology  for 
the  Commercial  Club  for  not  having  had 
sufficient  time  to  properly  prepare  for 
their  entertainment  while  in  the  city,  ex- 
pressing regrets  that  the  time  afforded 
by  their  schedule  did  not  allow  sufficient 
time  to  properly  entertain  them.  He  com- 
plimented the  organization  and  assured 
them  of  the  best  wishes  of  the  city  and 
bade  them  farewell. 

Grand  Master  Frank  P.  Sargent  re-  . 
sponded  in  that  hearty  manner  that 
showed  his  appreciation  of  the  hospital- 
ity he  had  enjoyed  and  the  sentiments  so 
warmly  expressed  by  the  representative 
citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  said  that 
he  knew  that  there  was  an  unexpressed 
bubbling  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  party  of 
guests  and  proposed  that  they  give  vent 
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to  it  by  three  rousing  cheers.  After  which 
he  called  for  cheers  for  Brother  Clark, 
which  was  responded  to  with  a  vim  that 
showed  the  esteem  they  bore  our  Grand 
Chief. 

The  election  of  officers  did  not  create 
any  changes  in  the  present  administration 
and  all  were  re-elected  to  the  same  offices. 
The  salary  of  Grand  Master  was  fixed  at 
$5,000  per  annum,  which  is  expressive  of 
the  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities 
consequent  upon  the  incumbent  of  that 
office  and  accords  to  it  an  amount  equiva- 


lent to  that  paid  by  other  organizati 
to  their  Grand  officers.   The  action  of  i 
convention  in  every  matter  wascharact 
ized  by  that  conservative  spirit  which, 
an  indication  of  its  sure  and  steady  pf 
gress,  and  its  seventh  session  may  safi 
be  looked  back  upon  as  one  at 
foundations  were  laid  for  broader 
better  conditions. 

The  next  Grand  Convention  will  be  be\i 
in  the  city  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  % 
1902. 


:O^TOENT  OWNERSHIP  SW  GER/^^NY. 


Among  our  American  tourists  there 
seems,  to  be  no  difference  of  opinion  upon 
one  point.  That  point  is  that  the  rail- 
ways of  Germany  are  without  exception 
the  most  poorly  equipped,  and  make  the 
slowest  time  of  any  of  the  European  rail- 
roads. To  any  person  opposed  to  gov- 
ernment ownership  of  railroads  the  ex- 
periment of  Germany  in  this  connection 
affords  a  horrible  example,  and  might  be 
used  with  telling  effect  upon  arguments 
produced  to  show  that  government  own- 
ership would  be  a  good  thing  for  this 
country. 

When  the  government- of  Germany  as- 
sumed control  of  its  railroads  it  was 
promised  that  that  government  would  re- 
duce the  rates,  improve  the  service  and 
provide  better  equipment  in  both  road- 
bed and  in  rolling  stock,  but  this  has 
never  been  done;  and  only  sufficient  re- 
pairs have  been  made  to  enable  them  to 
get  along  with  the  traffic  as  it  came  to 
hand.  Probably  no  leased  line  in  the 
United  States  has  been  so  utterly  worn 
down  and  thoroughly  abused  as  have 
been  the  railways  of  Prussia  since  its 
railroads  became  nationalized.  The  vast 
sums  of  money  earned  by  the  railways 
have  been  used  for  general  purposes  out- 
side of  the  maintenance  of  railways  and 
have  been  used  as  "  appropriations  de- 
manded to  meet  the  requirements  in 
other  branches  of  the  government  that 
they  might  be  made  to  seem  smaller  than 
they  really  are.  It  is  said  that  "instead 
of  putting  railroads  upon  a  self-support- 
ing basis  thev  are  used  by  the  govern- 


ment to  provide  funds  for  building 
ships    and    supporting    armies."  Tl 
equipment  is  poor  and  in  bad  repair,  tl 
service  horrible  to  an  American  used 
traveling  on  all  kinds  of  railways  and^ 
worst  of  all,  the  rates  are  maintained  .ml? 
an  abnormally  high  figure  for  a  most  misf^ 
erable  class  of  service.   There  are  no  imifjj 
provements  of  any  nature  and  the  appl^ir 
ances  are  of  the  most  antiquated  f>atjj 
terns.   The  subject  of  cost  enters  int$3£ 
every  consideration  without  regard  fcnV| 
what  might  be  saved  in  the  end  by  theit<;J 
adoption.   Such  is  the  situation  of  affairs^ 
in  a  country  whose  railroads  are  operated^ 
under  government  control.   It  does  notkji 
seem  entirely  clear  to  our  mind  how  ifcj 
railroad  can  be  successfully  operate^ 
either  in  Germany  or  elsewhere,  by  aloji 
of  unskilled  politicians  whose  knowledges 
of  the  management  of  a  railway  is  re*-^j| 
stricted  to  what  they  have  acquired  while?  .| 
traveling  in  the  coach  of  some  passenger  :5?« 
train.   There  are  those,  no  doubt,  who  $j 
imagine  that  a  political  career  has  fitted 
them  to  successfully  take  up  the  duties  '.! 
of  any  general  manager  in  this  country.  ' 
and  who  would,  no  doubt,  aspire  for  the  JJ 
position,  were  it  an    appointive    office  | 
under  government  control.   With  all  due.,^ 
respect  for  the  government  of  Germany  ' 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  personnel . 
of  the  officers  of  its  railways  are  of  this  'i 
mould. 

Perhaps  government  control  of  railways 
will  some  day  occupy  a  more  serious 
place  in  the  minds  of  the  people  than  it 
does  at  present.    It  is  hardJ)Qc^f(l  what 
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industrial  evolution  will  unravel.  But 
whatever  that  may  be  if  it  brings  forth 
the  consideration  of  the  proposition 
looking  forward  to  government  owner- 


ship and  a  study  of  its  operation  in  for. 
eign  countries,  for  heaven's  sake  let  us 
not  go  to  Germany  for  a  working  model- 


OUR  PLEDGE  TO  CUBA* 


Our  policy  toward  the  people  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  within  the  past  two  years 
has  been  such  as  to  give  rise  to  the  belief 
that  it  was  our  ultimate  intention  to  re- 
linquish all  suzerainty  after  a  condition 
of  affairs  had  been  arrived  at  that  would 
warrant  the  belief  that  they  were  able  to 
assume  control  of  their  governmental 
affairs  without  direction  or  assistance 
from  us.  Every  indication  goes  to  show 
that  they  are  now  able  to  dothis,  or  as  able 
as  were  the  thirteen  original  colonies  of  the 
United  States,  to  say  the  least.  The 
state  of  dissatisfaction  now  existing  and 
gradually  increasing,  brought  about  by 
our  delay  in  granting  to  them  their  inde- 
pendence in  regulating  their  own  affairs 
is  producing  a  feeling  that  may  be  termed 
distrust. 

General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  who  recently 
returned  from  Cuba  and  who  is  competent 
to  discuss  the  situation  as  it  exists,  says 
there  is  much  dissatisfaction  over  the 
proposed  constitutional  convention  be- 
cause the  Cubans  are  compelled  to  sub- 
mit their  constitution  to  the  United  States 
for  approval.  They  say  they  should  have 
the  right  to  make  their  own  government 
without  the  consent  of  any  foreign  na- 
tion. 

Perhaps  this  government  sees  the  nec- 
essity of  a  wise  precaution  in  placing  cer- 
tain restrictions  upon  the  framing  of 
their  constitution,  but  neither  our  pledge 
to  this  people  two  years  ago  nor  the  con- 
sideration of  the  profound  gratitude  that 
has  bound  them  to  us  by  our  interven- 
tion, warrants  the  belief  that  we  are  jus- 
tified in  our  conduct  toward  them  in  dic- 
tating the  very  first  step  that  tends  toward 
an  independent  government.  No  matter 
how  great  the  "debt  of  gratitude  by  which 
they  are  bound  to  us,  we  must  confess 
that  our  conduct  towards  them  is  not 
what  we  gave  them  a  right  to  expect.  It 
is  our  sincere  belief  that  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  our  obligation  to  this  people 


will  be  the  means  of  drawing  them  still 
closer  to  us,  cementing  the  friendly  ties 
which  now  exist  and  in  a  short  time 
awaken  within  their  hearts  a  desire  to 
annex  themselves  to  a  people  whose  honor 
is  only  equalled  by  their  bravery  in  the 
defense  of  a  down-trodden  people.  While 
the  dishonesty  of  Neely  and  Rathbone 
have  marred  the  faith  of  the  Cuban  people 
and  led  them  to  believe  that  there  are 
rascals  of  as  deep  dye  among  us  as  there 
were  among  their  oppressors,  the  Span- 
ish, we  are  not  quite  ready  to  believe 
that  they  regard  the  entire  nation  as 
spoilsmen,  yet  the  example  afforded  by 
these  representatives  of  our  government 
cannot  help  but  have  a  tendency  to  fix  in 
the  minds  of  some  that  back  of  our  hu- 
mane action  of  intervention  at  the  time 
of  their  struggle  with  Spain  was  a  spirit 
of  greed  natural  to  every  American.  We 
cannot  longer  afford  to  foster  a  policy 
which  tends  to  strengthen  this  belief  in  a 
people  who  have  so  high  a  regard  for  our 
integrity.  However  pure  our  motives  in 
retaining  a  protectorate  over  this  island 
we  cannot  in  the  face  of  the  present  sit- 
uation of  affairs  hope  to  maintain  the 
same  friendly  feeling  of  confidence  that 
existed  before.  Our  plain  duty  now  lies 
in  a  straightforward  and  speedy  discharge 
of  our  obligation  to  this  people  regardless 
of  what  plans  we  may  have  had  in  mind 
for  their  benefit.  No  proposition,  how- 
ever beneficial  in  nature,  will  now  be  ac- 
cepted by  these  people  as  an  excuse  for 
further  control  of  their  affairs  without  in- 
creasing their  distrust  of  us,  and  if  we 
would  acquit  ourselves  creditably,  not 
only  before  these  people  but  before  the 
eyes  of  the  world  we  must  be  faithful  to 
our  obligation.  We  pledged  ourselves  to 
grant  to  them  their  independence.  If  we 
have  any  regard  for  our  national  honor, 
it  is  our  sacred  duty  to  protect  them,  not 
interfere  with  them  in  the  exercise  of  the 
rights  of  freedom  for  which  we  helped 

them  fight.  Goosle 
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L-ES^LITY  OP 

A  decision  has  been  rendered  by  the 
first  department  of  the  Appellate  Division 
of  the  Supreme  Court  which  is  of  unusual 
importance  to  workingmen.  It  recog- 
nizes the  right  of  members  of  a  labor 
organization  to  strike  against  the  em- 
ployment of  non-unionists.  The  Bulletin 
of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  in  its 
editorial  comment  on  same,  says  that  "it 
has  long  been  contended  by  labor  leaders 
that  what  is  legal  for  one  man  is  legal  for 
two.  three  or  any  number  of  men  acting 
in  concert;  while  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
servative lawyers  have  always  betrayed 
a  tendency  to  broaden  the  definition  of 
conspiracy  so  far  as  respects  combina- 
tions of  workingmen.  From  the  time  that 
all  strikes  were  held  to  be  contrary  to 
law  by  English  judges,  the  definition  of 
conspiracy  has,  however,  been  narrowed 
by  the  courts  until  this  latest  decision  in 
New  York  admits  almost  the  whole  con- 
tention of  the  trade  unions.  It  holds  that 
a  workingman  outside  a  particular  union 
who  is  discharged  by  his  employer  as  a 
consequence  of  the  united  protest  of  his 
fellow  employes,  backed  by  threats  of 
striking,  has  no  remedy  under  the  law 
against  those  who  have  combined  ("con- 
spired" would  be  the  term  used  by  legal- 
ists) to  exclude  him  from  employment  as 
a  penalty  for  non-membership  in  the  pro- 
testing union.  The  most  significent  por- 
tions of  the  opinion  rendered  by  Justice 
McLaughlin  are  as  follows: 

It  cannot  be  seriously  questioned  but 
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that  every  workman  has  the  right,  in  tb/ 
first  instance,  to  say  for  whom  and 
whom  he  will  work.    This  right  is  guai 
anteed  to  every  person  of  legal  age  and- 
competent  to  contract  under  our  lawa^' 
An   employer   has  the  absolute  right? 
to    say  whom   he    will   employe  and? 
the   employe   had    the    right    to  saj 
by  whom   he   will    be   employed  an£u 
with  whom  he  will  work.   The  right  id" 
reciprocal,  and  once  that  right  is  di 
stroyed,  personal  liberty  is  destroyed  at 
chaos  reigns.   And  if  one  has  this  right, 
acting  in  his  individual  capacity,  he  does 
not  lose  it  when  acting  with  others  clothed-, 
with  an  equal  right,  so  that  employers 
may  combine  ana  say  they  will  not  emf; 
ploy  persons  who  are  members  of  labor \ 
organizations,  and  laborers  may  combine? 
and  say  they  will  not  work  for  employer*"-, 
who  engage  anv  but  members  or  labor; 
organizations.   *    *    *      *  * 

It  cannot  be  questioned  but  that  one:.t 
may,  bv  lawful  means,  obtain  employ-(' 
ment  either  for  himself  or  another.  He? 
may  procure  the  discharge,  by~  lawful  - • 
means,  of  another  person,  in  order  that, 
he  may  obtain  employment  either  for  him- 
self or  another.  This  is  all  that  the  En- 
terprise Association  did.   It  was  seeking  ' 
to  obtain  employment  for  its  own  mem- 
bers, and  wherever  it  found  places  filled  by*./ 
members  of  the  plaintiff  association  ft 
procured  their  discharge,  in  order  that 
the  employment  might  be  given  to  mem-  ;i 
bers  of  the  Enterprise  Association,  andi,- 
in  case  that  was  not  done,  they  either',' 
withdrew  or  threatened  to  withdraw  from  -• 
work. 

The  decision  was  unanimous,  but  on  : 
account  of  the  importance  of  the  issue 
it  will  probably  be  carried  to  the  highest/, 
court  for  final  determination. 


rH        :  R8KE  OP  THE  ANTHRACITE  COAL  n*NERg,, 


It  is  to  be  devoutly  hoped  that  by  the 
time  this  appears  the  strike  will  have 
ended  and  favorably  for  the  miners.  All 
whose  sympathies  go  out  to  working  peo- 
ple, or  in  the  direction  of  organization 
amonfr  workers,  will  be  interested  in  a 
plain,  unvarnished  statement  of  the  ' 
causes  which  led  up  to  the  strike,  the 
points  involved  and  the  true  facts  as  to 
the  conditions  under  which  these  men 
work  and  live. 

The  newspapers  bring  to  us  the  news 
that  whatever  of  lawlessness  and  rioting 
has  been  indulged  in  has  been  wholly  on 


the  part  of  the  foreign  element.  It  seems 
to  be  well  established  that  the  American- 
ized class  among  the  miners  are  conduct- 
ing themselves  in  a  manner  to  win  the 
approval  and  the  sympathy  of  everyone 
except  those  who  are  anxious  to  prevent 
effective  organization  among  the  anthra- 
cite coal  miners.  No  matter  what  troubles 
the  mine  operators  may  have  with  the 
ignorant  foreigners,  the  general  verdict 
will  be,  "serves  them  rightly,"  because 
they  (the  operators)  have  brought  large 
numbers  of  that  element  into  the  coal 
fields  for  the  purpose  of  using  them  to 
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>  defeat  the  efforts  of  the  better  class  of 
workmen  to  improve  the  conditions  under 
which  they  labor. 

The  following  statement  of  the  causes 
and  conditions  of  the  strike,  together 
with  its  clear  outline  of  the  points  in- 
volved, is  made  by  Mr.  Walter  Wellman 
the  Chicago  Times- Herald,  after  a 
thorough  personal  investigation  on  the 
ground.  From  it  it  will  be  clearly  seen 
that  the  demands  of  the  miners  were  both 
reasonable  and  just.  They  should  win, 
and,  having  won,  should  maintain  an 
effective  and  thorough  organization 
through  which  to  maintain  the  advantage 
thus  gained. 

The  vital  question  involved  is  as  to 
whether  or  not  there  is  to  be  an  organiza- 
tion of  the  anthracite  miners.  For  ten 
years  there  has  been  no  such  organization 
worthy  the  name.  All  this  time  there  has 
been  a  dominant  organization  of  mine 
owners  and  coal  carriers.  This  combina- 
tion has  been  and  is  determined  that 
there  shall  be  no  rival  combination  of  the 
miners. 

But  the  spirit  of  organization  and  com- 
bination exists  as  strongly  among  the 
workingmen  of  America  as  it  does  in 
trade  and  finance.  Having  successfully 
organized  the  whole  bituminous  region, 
the  leaders  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America  decided  to  organize  the  anthra- 
cite region.  They  did  so,  getting  about 
one- quarter  of  all  the  men  in  *he  union. 

Then  came  the  tug  of  war.  Tne  miners 
made  demands  and  wanted  to  strike.  The 
union  officers  held  them  off  and  sought 
to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  com- 
panies and  operators.  The  latter,  feeling 
secure  in  their  power,  determined  to 
brook  no  organization  of  their  employes, 
refused  to  confer  with  the  officers  of  the 
union  and  declined  to  recognize  their  ex- 
istence. 

The  nine  railway  presidents  who  abso- 
lutely control  the  anthracite  fields  did  not 
fear  a  strike.  They  did  not  believe  it 
possible  that  the  mines  could  be  tied  up. 
Only  one-quarter  of  the  workmen  were  in 
the  organization;  all  previous  strikes  had 
failed;  this  one  would  fail,  too.  So  they 
ignored  and  snubbed  the  officers  of  the 
union,  resisted  all  appeals  from  neutral 
sources,  and  it  was  impossible  to  open 
negotiations. 

Nothing  remained  but  a  strike.  The 
men  were  ordered  out  of  the  mines  three 
weeks  ago.  To  the  surprise  and  dismay 
of  the  owners  and  operators,  not  only  the 
35,000  union  miners  went  out,  but  in  a  few 
days  all  but  about  15,000  of  the  140,000 
mine  workers  in  the  anthracite  region 
were  idle.  Perhaps  the  greatest  strike  in 
the  history  of  the  country,  so  far  as  num- 
ber of  men  engaged  is  concerned,  was 


thus  instituted.  The  tie-up  was  practic- 
ally complete. 

Now  the  owners  are  trying  to  patch  up 
a  peace  which  will  bring  the  men  back  to 
work  without  recognizing  the  union. 
They  are  willing  to  make  concessions  as 
to  wages  and  methods,  but  they  do  not 
want  a  labor  combination  in  the  anthra- 
cite region  to  checkmate  and  offset  their 
own  combination  of  papital. 

In  this  they  are  almost  sure  to  fail. 
Any  concession  to  the  men,  no  matter 
what,  or  how  made,  will  be  a  moral  vic- 
tory for  the  union.  It  could  not  have 
been  obtained  save  bv  the  union.  Whether 
or  not  the  owners  officially  and  formally 
tecognize  the  existence  of  the  organized 
labor,  labor  is  organized,  will  continue 
organized,  will  continue  the  extent  and 
power  of  its  organization  and  is  and  will 
continue  to  be  a  fact  which  the  capitalis- 
tic combination  will  have  to  reckon  with. 

There  was  no  need  of  a  strike.  It  could 
easily  have  been  averted  if  the  owners 
and  operator  had  been  willing  to  negoti- 
ate and  make  reasonable  concessions;  if 
they  had  been  willing  to  recognize  that  in 
this  age  of  centralization,  of  combina- 
tion, of  organization,  the  anthracite 
region  cannot  be  kept  immune  from  the 
ruling,  moving  spirit  of  the  times;  that 
if  they  themselves  organize  to  make 
prices,  control  output,  regulate  freights, 
fix  wages,  a  rival  organization  among 
their  employes  is  inevitable,  and  that  this 
latter  is  a  force  which  both  of  right  and 
practical  necessity  must  be  dealt  with. 

The  strike  was  justifiable.  It  is  not 
correct  to  say  it  was  due  wholly  to  "agi- 
tation." But  for  "agitation"— to- wit,  or- 
ganization of  the  men  by  officers  of  the 
national  body— of  'course  there  would 
have  been  no  strike.  As  the  anthracite 
workers  stood  they  were  devoid  of  co- 
hesiveness,  initiative,  organization. 
These  were  supplied  through  the  energy 
of  the  men  sent  from  the  soft  coal  regions. 
"Agitation"  alone  could  not  have  pro- 
duced the  mighty  result.  Without  legiti- 
mate grievances  125,000  or  130,000  men 
could  not  have  been  induced  to  lay  down 
their  tools.  There  were  legitimate  griev- 
ances. Not  even  the  operators  deny  that 
now. 

Their  grievances  could  easily  have  been 
removed,  because  they  consisted  not  so 
much  of  a  demand  for  higher  wages  as 
for  juster  methods  of  determining  what 
the  wages  are. 

The  truth  about  the  earnings  of  the 
•miners  is  that  the  men  have  been*  fairly 
well  paid  for  their  labor,  and  a  slight  in- 
crease, accompanied  by  reforms  or  meth- 
od, would  have  satisfied  them. 

But  for  a  constantly  arising  standard 
of  comfort  among  the  workers,  spreading 
from  Americans  to  foreigners  and  be- 
coming more  acute  with  all  classes  as 
the  young  men  and  women  take  the 
places  of  the  old,  resulting  in  a  steady 
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increase  of  the  requirements  in  the  shape 
of  clothing,  food,  education,  amusements, 
creature  comforts  of  all  sorts,  the  old 
wages  would  suffice  to  preserve  content. 

To  meet  these  constantly  widening  de- 
mands, to  enable  these  people  to  rise 
from  the  lower  levels  in  consonance  with 
that  uplifting  which  goes  on  steadily  and 
everywhere  in  America,  the  earnings  of 
mine  workers  should  be  increased. 

The  wage  system  now  used  throughout 
the  region  is  antiquated,  clumsy,  one- 
sided. Under  it  wages  have  nominally 
remained  stationary  Tor  thirty  years,  but 
actually,  in  many  instances,  have  been 
reduced  as  operators  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  conditions  and  added  to  the  size 
of  the  car  or  "ton"  or  have  unjustly 
"docked"  the  miner  for  slate  in  his  out- 
put. 

The  "sliding  scale"  which  the  miners 
asked  to  have  abolished,  is  a  certain  price 
per  ton  or  per  car_  based  on  the  selling 
price  of  _  coal  at  tide  water.  In  theory  it 
is  a  device  for  enabling  the  miner  to 
share  in  good  times  and  assume  his.  part 
of  the  brnden  of  the  bad  times.  In  prac- 
tice the  miner  constantly  gets  the  worst 
of  it.  The  combination  of  owners  fixes 
rices,  and  most  of  the  coal  is  sold  at  a 
igher  rate  than  that  which  prevails  when 
most  of  the  mining  is  done. 

The  demand  of  the  miner  for  abolition 
of  the  sliding  scale  and  substitution  there- 
for of  a  fixed  price  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds 
is  just. 

So  is  bis  demand  that  "in  docking"  the 
miner's  car  for  slate,  which  is  now  done 
ly  a  company  man  alone,  a  representa- 
tive ot  the  miners  shall  be  present  and 
**ave  a  voice. 

The  demand  of  the  men  for  powder  at 
about  cost  price  is  just.  Powder  is  one  of 
the  tools  of  mining,  and  the  workmen 
should  have  it  at  cost. 

The  demand  of  the  men  for  abolition  of 
company  siores  is  just.  Already  the  check 
or  store  order  system  has  been  abolished 
by  law,  and  the  big  railway  mining  com- 
panies have  closed  their  stores.  Indi- 
vidual operators  maintain  stores,  and 
make  an  average  profit  of  30  to  35  per 
cent,  on  their  very  large  sales. 

Nominally  no  man  is  compelled  to  buy 
at  the  company  store.  Actually,  how- 
ever, the  man  who  does  not  buy  there  is 
liable  to  discipline,  first  by  being  put  at 
an  undesirable  "breast"  in  the  mine,  and 
if  that  is  not  sufficient  then  by  being  dis- 
charged outright. 

The  worst  phase  of  the  company  store 
system  is  that  it  naturally  and  inevitably 
encourages  extravagance  on  the  part  of 
the  miners  and  their  families.  It  is  so 
easy  to  buy  things  one  could  do  without 
when  "it  goes  on  the  books"  and  no  cash 
is  required. 

Most  operators  and  their  clerks  encour- 
age extravagance  in  order  to  increase 
sales,  and  a  majority  of  the  miners  are  in 
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debt  to  the  company  from  one  year's  en<3£ 
to  another.  . 

The  company  house,  of  which  so  much. , 
has  been  written,  is  not  a  great  evil.';,. 
Catholic,  priests  who  have  been  in  every;,' 
house  in  this  region  say  as  a  rule  the)' 
company  houses  are  worth  the  rent  pai<i  ; 
for  them,  and  men  are  free  to  rent  of1 
whom^  they  please.  Many  hovels  ar^;', 
occupied  by  families,  but  this  is  not  be 
cause  of  necessity,  but  because  the  Ital-;$ 
ians  and  Hungarians  will  not  pay  any^ 
more  house  rent  than  is  absolutely  im-£ 
perative.  . 

There  is  no  starvation  or  destitution  v 
among  the  miners.  There  is  poverty,  due  , 
as  often  to  improvidence  as  to  inability  ! 
to  earn.  Nearly  every  family,  even  tl&> 
foreigners,  have  "Sunday  clothes."  Their^' 
food  and  general  living  are  about  on  a*;, 
par  with  those  of  second-rate  mechanics* .- 
cheap  clerks  or  laborers  in  the  citiefS.;;- 
Pictures  of  "starving  miners"  and  . 
"naked  children"  are  fakes.  Where  for* ; 
eign  families  do  live  in  squalor  it  is  ofteii> 
because  they  prefer  it,  and  save  their"; 
earnings  instead  of  employing  theni.       '. -•. 

One  great  difficulty  in  this  region  is,^ 
that  nearly  twice  as  many  men  arei,t 
kept  on  the  pay  rolls  as  are  needed  ■. 
to  mine  the  amount  of  coal  tqe  \ 
market  will  take.  This  system  is  dev.: 
liberately  maintained  by  the  companies  - 
and  operators,  because  they  think  sur>  ,;;; 

f lusage  or  labor  adds  to  their  immunity  *< 
rom  strikes  and  gives  them  an  advanti --4 
age  over  all  efforts  of  the  men  to  com-;,  ; 
mand  higher  wages  and  reforms.  - 

As  a  result  of  this  system  of  keeping; 
on  the  pay  roll  of  every  colliery  nearly  >A_ 
twice  as  many  men  as  are  needed,  the  ; 
force  works  only  about  half  the  time. 
Last  year  the  average  number  of  days'  . 
work  in  the  whole  anthracite  region  was 
170,  as  shown  by  official  statistics.   This  ' 
year,  on  account  of  greater  demand  for  " 
coal,  the  men  averaged  four  days  a  week  \ 
up  to. the  time  of  the  strike. 

Miners'  wages  are  so  various  and  com-  ... 
plex  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  state  ° 
what  they  are  without  a  long  explanation. 
Operators  point  to  men  who  earn  $100  in 
a  month  of  twenty  days.   It  is  as  easy  to 
find  instances  at  the  other  extreme— $15 
or  $18  a  month  for  able-bodied  men.  As 
nearly  as  I  can  get  at  it  the  adults, 
miners,  laborers  and  all,  averaged  last 
year  net  $350  each,  while  this  year,  but ' 
for  the  strike,  they  might  have  earned . 
$400. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  less  than 
one-third  of  the  employes  of  a  colliery 
are  actually  "miners"  in  the  technical 
sense.  Laborers,  or  day  men,  average 
about  half  the  pay  of  miners. 

Nature  has  imposed  upon  the  miner 
'  new  conditions  which  restrict  his  earning 
capacity.  Most  of  the  big  veins  of  an- 
thracite are  worked  out.  In  the  smaller 
veins  now  being  worked  coal  is  harder  to 
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get,  and  more  powder  is  required  to  get 
out  a  given  amount. 

Favoritism  is  a  pernicious  feature  of 
mine  operating.  Men  who  "stand  in 
with"  the  company  or  the  mining  boss 
get  the  best  "breast"  where  the  coal  is 
most  easily  taken  out.  This  explains 
why  some  miners  are  able  to  earn  $5  a 
day  or  more,  while  others  in  the  same 
mine  may  earn  only  one-third  as'  much. 
The  possibilities  of  this  favoritism  also 
explain  why  many  of  the  most  successful 
and  well-to-do  miners  hold  back  when  it 
comes  to  labor  organizations  or  strikes. 
As  a  rule  the  lucky  miners  are  liberal 
customers  at  the  company  store. 

For  thirty  years  or  so  the  present  sys- 
tem has  been  in  vogue.  _  In  that  time  the 
needs  of  the  miner  have  increased.  But  he 
has  had  no  raise  of  wages.  Instead  many 
operators  have  raised  the  "ton"  to  3,000 
pounds.  The  colliery  car  has  swollen  in 
size.  Veins  have  become  smaller,  and 
more  work  and  more  powder  are  required. 
More  and  more  the  "docker"  has  given 
the  men  the  worst  of  it  at  the  top  or  the 
breaker  A  readjustment  on  a  more 
equitable  basis  was  due  in  the  natural 
course  of  things. 

This  strike  was  not  ordered  for  political 
reasons.  I  can  find  no  evidence  that 
presidential  politics  has  had  anything  to 
do  with  it,  except  in  this  way:  The  officers 
ot  the  Miners'  Union  knew  that  during 
presidential  campaign  was  the  best  time 
to  bring  matters  to  an  issue,  because  then 
they  could  rely  upon  political  pressure  to 
help  on  a  settlement.  That  thev  were 
right  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  Senator 
Hanna  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  in- 
duce the  corporations  to  make  concessions 
to  the  men  and  recognize  the  union. 

In  addition  to  this  being  a  presidential 
year  it  is  a  time  of  prosperity.  The  an- 
thracite coal  trade  is  thriving.  Hard  coal 
is  to  some  extent  a  luxury  and  the  use  of 
it  increases  in  good  times.  There  was  a 
heavy  demand  for  coal,  and  the  owners' 
combination  had  taken  advantage  of  it  to 
stiffen  prices.  President  Mitchell  and  his 
associates  thought  the  time  ripe  for  a  de- 
mand. The  miners  agreed  with  them. 
They  wanted  their  share  of  the  fruits  of 
prosperity,  they  deserve  it,  and  are  likely 
to  get  it. 

The  miners  did  not  demand  a  stated  in- 
crease of  wages.  They  wanted  reform  of 
the  methods,  and  were  willing  to  negoti- 
ate as  to  the  new  compensation.  They 
had  no  extravagant  notions  as  to  higher 
wages.  If  all  theirdemands  were  granted 
and  in  addition  10  per  cent  actual  increase 
in  wages  were  given  them  the  cost  of 
mining  coal  would  not  be  increased  more 
than  10  or  12  cents  a  ton,  as  the  entire 
labor  cost  of  getting  a  ton  of  anthracite 
upon  the  cars  is  now  about  $1. 

This  small  increase  of  labor  cost  the 
industry  can  stand  without  taking  it  out 
of  the  consumer^  It  is  not  true,  as 
'aimed  by  many,  that  there  are  enor- 

ous  profits  in    anthracite    coal.  But 


there  is  a  reasonable  profit  after  paying  a 
fair  freight  to  tidewater,  and  every  de- 
mand mdde  by  the  miners,  with  the  pos- 
sible exception  of  the  immediate  abolition 
of  company  stores,  could  be  granted  with- 
out disturbance  of  the  economies  or  profits 
of  the  interested  corporations  and  indiv- 
uals. 

The  officers  of  the  Mine  Workers'  Union 
are  conservative  men.  They  have  tried 
in  this  field  the  same  rational,  business- 
like methods  'which  produced  such  good 
results  in  the  soft  coal  Tegions.  They 
advised  the  men  to  make  only  reasonable 
demands.  They  have  offered  to  waive 
recognition  of  their  own  organization  if 
the  owners  will  make  tangible  conces- 
sions to  the  men.  President  Mitchell  and 
his  associates  do  not  stand  in  the  way  of 
a  fair  settlement,  but  they  are  prepared 
to  use  their  great  power  in  opposition  to 
any  insincere  or  inconclusive  arrange- 
ments that  may  be -proposed. 

So  far  the  men  of  the  anthracite  regions 
have  maintained  surprisingly  good  order. 
The  troops  were  not  brought  into  this 
district  to  suppress  riots,  but  to  put  men 
to  work.  Their  coming  had  precisely  the 
opposite  effect,  keeping  men  away  from 
the  mines,  and  so  no  more  troops  were 
ordered  out  by  the  governor. 

There  has  been  little  intimidation  of 
men  who  wanted  to  go  to  work.  Such  as 
there  was  could  be  better  described  as  per- 
suasion than  as  intimidation.  Thous- 
ands quit  work  who  did  not  really  wish 
to  do  so,  because  from  past  experience 
thev  had  little  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  a 
strike.  But  a  desire  for  reform  and  fear 
of  being  called  "scabs"  were  too  strong 
for  them.  This  is  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  anthracite  region  all  of  the 
various  districts  have  gone  on  strike  at 
the  same  time.  Hitherto  the  men  have 
failed  because  the  operators  played  one 
district  against  another  and  starved  the 
men  out. 

This  strike  should  succeed  because  it 
is  based  upon  just  grounds,  because  it  is 
moderately  and  skillfully  handled,  and 
because  the  men  stand  squarely  for  that 
which  the  operators  are  determined  to 
crush,  namely,  the  right  of  labor  to  or- 
ganize for  the  purpose  of  self-protection 
through  peaceful  methods  and  along 
wholesome,  conservative  lines.  The  men 
of  pick  and  shovel,  not  the  men  of  mil- 
lions, in  this  case,  represent  the  true 
spirit  of  modern  society  and  industrial- 
ism. 

•  THE  SPOTTER  UP  TO  DATE. 

Most  people  look  with  disfavor  upon  a 

grofessional  spotter  even  when  he  con- 
nes  himself  to  the  limits  of  fair  methods 
and  telling  the  truth.  When  he  resorts  to 
unfair  methods,  the  disfavor  with  which 
he  is  viewed  is  intensified;  when  he  resorts 
to  dishonesty  or  to  falsehood  in  order  to  at- 
tach suspicion  or  so-called  conviction  of 
dishonesty  upon  another,  he  utterly  for- 
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feits  the  consideration  of  all  decent  people 
and  proves  himself  unworthy  of  a  place 
in  the  same  world  with  honest  and  self- 
respecting:  men. 

ilany  a  good  conductor  has  been  brought 
into  trouble  %vith  his  employers  through 
spotters,  male  and  female,  working  upon 
his  sympathies,  his  generosity  and  his 
disposition  to  be  charitable.  All  sorts  of 
hard  luck  stories  about  sick  wives  and 
hungry  children  have  been  told  and,  in 
many  instances,  conductors  have  opened 
their  hearts,  and,  violating  the  rules  have, 
permitted  them  to  ride  purely  as  a  matter 
of  charity,  only  to  find  out  later  that  the 
siories  were  foundationless  and  that  the 
author  was  a  professional  and  paid  spot- 
ter. 

Recently,  methods  more  dispicable  and 
more  contemptible  than  have  ever  been 
devised  before  have  been  adopted  by 
some  of  these  vampires  and  have,  in  one 
instance  at  least,  been  successfully  ex- 
posed. Some  of  the  profession  (?)  were 
recently  employed  by  the  St.  Louis  South- 
western Railroad  Co.  (commonly  called 
the  "Cotton  Belt.")  The  disreputable 
methods  adopted  by  them  to  try  to  manu- 
facture evidence  against  the  conductors  of 
that  company  are  best  shown  by  the  con- 
tents of  the  following  affidavit,  which  is  a 
fair  sample  of  thirty-five  similar  ones,  each 
from  a  reputable  citizen,  which  were  se- 
cured by  the  committees  representing  the 
conductors  who  had  been  dismissed  on 
the  strength  of  the  reports  which  had 
been  made  to  the  company  by  these  spot- 
ters: 

I,  ; — -,  do  solemnly  swear  that 

my  home  is  in  Fordyce,  in  the  above 
county  and  state.  That  my  profession  is 
that  of  a  school  teacher,  and  that  I .  have 
taught  in  this  (Dallas)  county  during  the 
last  eight  years.  At  some  time  about  the 
30th  of  July,  1900,  someone  who  gave  no 
name  but  who  said  he  was  an  attorney 
for  the  Cotton  Belt  R.  R.,  came  to  my 
house  very  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
above  date,  and  called  me  out  to  my  gate. 
Said  party  stated  to  me  that  someone 
claimed  he  had  been  ejected  from  a  pas- 
senger train  on  a  certain  day  mentioned, 
and  had  brought  suit  against  the  com- 
pany for  damages.  Said  attorney  then 
stated  to  me  that  a  certain  conductor  of 
the  said  Cotton  Belt  Railroad  had  given 
him  my  name,  as  a  passenger  on  said 
train,  which  the  party  claimed  to  have 
been  ejected  from,  ana  requested  that  he 
see  me,  that  I  would  give  him  an  affidavit, 
that  no  one  had  been  ejected  from  said 
train.  I  told  said  attorney  that  I  was  not 
on  said  train  the  certain  day  mentioned 
and  could  not  give  him  an  affidavit. 
Said  attorney  then  asked  me  if  I  would 
make  a  statement  that  I  saw  no  one 
ejected  from  the  train  the  last  time  I 
f"de,  that  he  was  misinformed  as  to  the 
day.  I  told  him  I  would.  He  then  wrote 
out  a  long  statement,  read  it  to  me  and 
asked  me  to  sign  it.  I  then  asked  him  to 
-klJPe.read  it.    He  hesitated  and  then 
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handed  it  to  me.    I  found  by  reading 
that  it  contained  much  more  in  snbst&ns- 
than  had  been  read  to  me.   Said  Stated 
ment  went  on  to  say  that  I  was  on  trai~ 
certain  day  mentioned.    That  I  boarder 
said  train  at  Fordyce  and  got  off  at  Pine*. 
Bluff,  and  the  afternoon  of  the  same  d*ty\ 
returned  to  Fordyce.   That  I  saw  no  one/, 
ejected  by  conductor,  that  I  verified  tfly^. 
statement  by  the  fact  that  I  paid  caso," 
fare  to  the  conductor  both  going  to  and ' 
coming  from  Pine  Bluff.    I  then  asked' 
said  party  why  he  did  not  read  it  all  tb  the 
and  he  stated  the  part  which  he  did  not 
read  was  of  no  importance.   I  then  fold7 
him  he  had  put  a  certain  date  in  said- 
statement  which  I  had  before  said  wag 
not  correct,  and  that  he  had  stated  that  14 
had  paid  cash  fare  to  the  conductor  tbv 
and  from  Pine  Bluff,  which,  in  fact,  I  had^. 
not  been  to  Pine  Bluff,  and  that  I  always? 
purchased  a  ticket  when  I  rode  on  traini 
never  pay  cash   fare  to  the  conductor- 
Said  attorney  then  stated  that  no  one  btlt 
the  chief  attorney  for  the  road,  at  St.-1 
-Louis  wouldever  see  said  affidavit  and  ifV 
I  would  sign  it  as  it  was  written  out  he/Tf 
would  pay  me  fifteen    ($15)   dollars.  I' 
then  told  said  attornev  that  if  he  did  n.ptv* 
leave  my  place  I  would  get  an  officer  and 
have  him  arrested.   He  then  said,  'For- 
God's  sake  don't  do  that  for  I  have  a  wife  < 
and  children  and  that  would  forever  dis-  H 
grace  them.'   He  then  hurried  away  and;' 
I  have  not  seen  him  since. 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  management  of  ;i 
the  road  to  say  that  as  soon  as  this  evi-  % 
dence  was  laid  before  them  by  the  con>  > 
mittee,  they  immediately  ordered  the  re- 
instatement  of  the  dismissed  conductors.  jj 
It  would  seem  that  the  fact  that  the  "£ 
snakes  who  were  trying  to  manufacture  ;-.J 
evidence  against  the  conductors  were  put  f 
to  such  sore  straits  in  order  to  get  a  seem- .  £ 
ing  case  against  them  would  be  the  very 
best  evidence  to  the  company  of  the  -f 
faithfulness  and  integrity  of  their  em- 
ployes. 

It  is  difficult  to  speak  temperately  on  - 
this  subject.  The  men,  as  well  as  their 
methods,  are  the  vilest  of  the  vile  and  they 
should  not  be  permitted  to  run  at  large 
and  prey  upon  their  fellowmen.  Dishon- 
esty is  dishonesty  and  none  of  us  could 
offer  excuse  for  any  misappropriation  of 
funds  but  the  worst  kind  of  stealing  is 
that  which  steals  from  a  man  his  good 
name  and  reputation;  and  we  repeat  that  a 
man  who  will,  for  mere  gain  or  in  order  to 
live  without  hard  work,  participate  in  the 
making  of  false  evidence  or  false  reports 
against  another  should  be  tarred  and 
feathered  for  the  first  offense  and  burned 
at  the  stake  for  the  second. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  indulge  in  any 
comment  on  the  value  ofevidence  secured 
from  a  class  of  human  beings  who  will,  un- 
derany  stress  of  circumstances,  or  in  the 
hope  of  any  reward,  resort  to  measures 
so  utterly  vile  and  inexcusably  contempt- 
ible as  these. 


No  communication  will  be  used  unless  the  name  of  the  author  is  furnished  us. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading:  the  letters  written 
by  the  different  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  September 
Conductor  and  feel  it  my  duty  as  well  as  my 
pleasure  to  again  write  about  some  of  the  good 
times  and  meetings  of  L.  A.  Division  131.  We  are 
still  struggling  on.  Our  meetings  during  the  hot 
weather  have  not  been  very  well  attended,  it 
sometimes  being  hard  to  get  a  quorum,  but  now 
that  it  is  cooler  I  hope  the  Sisters  will  take  hold  of 
the.  work  with  more  energy  and  interest.  I  find 
that  Division  131  is  not  the  only  one  that  has  been 
lacking  in  numbers  at  meetings;  most  all  have  the 
same  complaint,  so  we  will  not  be  discouraged, 
but  struggle  on.  hoping  and  trying  to  do 
what  we  can  to  interest  the  uninterested 
and  bring  into  the  ranks  new  members.  Some 
of  the  Sisters  have  been  kept  away  by  sick- 
ness and  others  by  caring  for  their  little 
ones  during  the  hot  weather,  but  neverthe- 
less we  have  had  some  very  pleasant  times.  There 
has  been  the  monthly  reception  at  the  homes  of 
the  members,  where  we  meet  to  get  better  ac- 
quainted with  each  other.  Our  socials  have  proved 
pleasant  and  added  several  dollars  to  our  treasury. 
In  July  our  social  was  held  at  the  home  of  our 
Vice-President.  Sister  Haley,  and  it  rained  on  the 
evening  it  was  to  have  been  held,  so  it  was  held  on 
the  next  evening.  All  had  a  splendid  time.  We  bad 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  Sister  S.  Whimley,  of  St. 
Joe.  Division  131  is  always  glad  to  meet  and  enter- 
tain any  Sister  who  comes  to  visit  in  our  city.  so. 
Sisters,  remember  if  you  have  occasion  to  visit 
Creston,  come  and  nee  us.  The  next  social  was 
held  at  Sister  Davison's,  and  we  all  bad  a  nice 
time.  We  are  now  planning  a  social  to  be  held  at 
the  home  of  our  President.  Sister  Felket.  Our 
last  reception  was  at  the  home  of  Sister  Pettit. 
The  night  was  very  rainy,  but  in  spite  of  the  rain 
there  was  a  good  attendance,  and  all  who  did  not 
attend  missed  a  splendid  good  time.  Sister  Pettit 
is  a  new  member,  but  a  royal  entertainer,  and  the 
evening  passed  too  quickly.  I  think  all  enjoy  our 
receptions  very  much,  as  everyone  is  made  to  feel 
at  home.  Formality  is  laid  aside  and  we  are  all 
Brothers  and  Sisters  of  one  family. 

On  Monday.  September  3.  the  members  of  Divi- 
sion 21.  O.  R.  C.  and  Division  131.  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C. 
gave  a  picnic  at  Lake  Park.  Although  business 
was  rushing;,  tbere  was  quite  a  large  crowd,  and  as 
some  of  the  Brothers  are  rather  portly  it  was 
"hought  they  would  not  enjoy  sitting;  on  the  ground 


to  eat  dinner,  so  fifteen  tables  were  taken,  and  all 
put  together,  making  one  long  table.  And.  oh.  myf 
how  the  chickens  must  have  suffered  the  day  be- 
fore, for  Brother  McCoy  said  he  wanted  fried 
chicken.  Well,  it  was  there  sralore.  but  where,  oh. 
where,  was  Brother  McCov?  The  chicken  disap- 
peared, also  everything  that  was  good,  and  all  bad 
good  appetites.  There  were  boy's  races,  girl's 
races  and  ladies'  races;  swings,  hammocks,  foot- 
ball, and  other  games,  and  all  returned  tired,  but 
happy,  voting  the  picnic  a  success  in  every  par- 
ticular. 

On  Sunday.  September  9.  the  members  of  Divi- 
sion 21.  O.  R.  C.  held  a  special  meeting.  Brother 
Wilkins.  G.  S.  C.  being  there.  As  the  Brothers 
had  been  so  kind  to  us  when  our  Grand  President. 
Sister  Moore,  was  here,  the  ladies  tbougbt  they 
would  surprise  the  Brothers  when  they  adjourned, 
so  tbey  all  gathered  at  Brother  Reynolds'  restau- 
rant, and  when  the  Division  adjourned  they  found 
the  entrance  ball  filled  with  ladies,  who  had 
brought  with  them  ice  cream  and  cake.  After  alt 
had  met  Brother  Wilkins.  tables  were  arranged 
and  refreshments  served.  Then,  after  the  tables 
had  been  cleared.  Brother  Wilkins  was  called  upon 
to  make  a  speech.  He  said  that  when  the  L.  A. 
was  first  talked  of  and  organized  he  was  very 
much  opposed  to  it.  and  was  very  outspoken  in  his 
views  and  opinions,  but  he  said  that  he  had  come 
to  see  the  error  he  bad  made  and  be  could  now  say 
that  he  knew  that  the  L.  A.  bad  done  more  toward 
the  upbuilding  of  the  Order  of  Railway  Conduc- 
tors than  anything  else.  He  said  it  had  caused  the 
Divisions  to  be  better  attended  and  was  a  help  in 
every  way.  He  also  said  he  wished  every  Conduc- 
tor would  urge  his  wife  to  join  the  L.  A.,  and  also- 
urged  the  members  of  Divisions  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  have  every  wife  whose  husband 
belong  to  the  Order  to  join  their  ranks.  He  spoke 
many  words  of  encouragement  to  us  and  we  all 
felt  glad  we  could  meet  Brother  Wilkins.  We 
hope  to  meet  bim  many  times  in  the  future.  We 
are  sorry  to  lose  two  of  our  best  members.  Sister 
Troutman  has  gone  to  El  Paso.  Texas,  where  her 
husband  has  been  given  a  position.  Sister  John- 
son will  join  her  busband.  who  is  running  a  train 
out  of  Sheridan.  Wyoming.  We  are  indeed  sorry 
to  lose  these  Sisters,  for  both  have  been  faithful. 
We  also  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Lowery.  Mrs.  L.  H.  Wright. 

Creston.  Iowa. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

No  doubt  some  one  will  be  glad  to  hear  from 
Auxiliary  118.  We  have  been  doing  very  nicely  this 
summer.  We  don't  mind  the  heat.  Our  member- 
ship is  increasing,  having  duly  initiated  Mesdames 
Archer.  Barbour,  and  Whitehead,  all  of  whom  we 
are  very  proud,  as  they  are  good  workers.  We 
hope  to  accomplish  much  this  winter. 

We  have  only  given  one  social  this  fall.  It  was 
rery  well  attended  and*  thoroughly  enjoyed.  An 
"Old  Maids"  convention  is  booked  for  October, 
which  promises  to  be  a  success. 

I  enjoy  all  the  letters  and  especially  from  my 
dear  old  home.  Chattanooga.  How  vividly  past 
reminiscences  come  before  me  as  I  read  of  your 
last  social.  Having  lived  in  Mrs.  Gorman's  present 
home,  methinks  I  bear  Brother  Nedds  and  Sister 
Stone  exchange  jokes,  and  Sister  Cape  hart  laugh, 
and  must  admit  a  sigh  of  loneliness  steals  oe'r  me 
when  I  think  'twere  once  my  privilege,  and  home. 
Tet  I  am  not  alone,  while  I  write  on  the  dining 
table  of  my  present  abode  (the  caboose  of  a  work 
train)  my  husband,  your  former  and  my  present 
Sister  Madagan.  are  sitting  here  reading.  Now 
you  wonder  how  it  all  come  about.  The  S.  P.  bas 
bought  a  branch  road  to  Nogalas.  Arizona,  which 
needed  repairing,  and  it  fell  to  our  husbands,  good 
or  bad  luck  to  take  the  much  dreaded  work  train. 

We.  thinking  it  a  good  opportunity  to  see  the 
country  and  enjoy  an  outing,  joined  tbem.  By  my 
going  a  few  days  before  Mrs.  Madagan.  gave  me 
seniority,  and  I  was  unanimously  elected  chief 
cook.  One  of  the  bridge  gang  wanted  to  know  how 
much  they  paid  the  hired  girl.  They  could  not 
keep  me  in  the  kitchen,  for  I  switched  off  into  the 
lookout  every  time  the  train  started  and  stayed 
there  until  the  pile  driver,  duck,  dove,  jack  or 
squirrel  was  spotted.  To  say  we  enjoyed  it  does 
not  begin  to  express  it.  Five  thousand  feet  Above 
sea  level  among  the  mountains,  where  all  kinds  of 
animals  live,  with  nothing  to  do  but  make  a  few 
couplings,  give  the  "high  ball."  climb  in  the  cupola 
and  ride,  thus  giving  us  an  appetite,  and  our  break- 
fast is  not  "side  tracked"  by  any  means.  All  went 
merry  as  a  wedding  bell  for  seven  days.  When  on 
Saturday  night,  all  seated  around  the  family 
board,  orders  came  to  go  to  a  washout  about  thirty 
miles  below.  The  men  admitted  that  our  pres- 
ence kept  down  the  sulphur  fumes. 

"Into  each  life  some  rain  must  fall."  and  the 
cupola  window  too  if  the  light  happens  to  be  broken 
out  Now  if  any  of  you  are  not  thoroughly  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  boys,  just  take  a  job  on  a  work  train, 
and  help  clean  up  a  washout  on  a  Sunday.  As  we 
tied  up  at  1  a.  m.  we  don't  do  today  what  can  be 
better  done  tomorrow. 

It  bas  made  new  resolves  present  themselves, 
to  do  more  for  the  L.  A.  and  if  possible  aid  the  O. 
H  C.  They  never  could  get  enough  pay  for  their 
risks  and  exposure.  I  shall  never  forget  my  ex- 
perience on  a  work  train.  The  crew  promises  to 
give  me  a  good  letter  and  recommend  me  for 
trainmaster.  Mrs.  Madagan  could  tell  you  a  good 
joke  on  me  bnt  she  is  too  far  away,  besides  she 
promised  to  keep  silent.  We  have  fine  sport  shoot- 
hag.  Mrs.  Madagan  brought  down  five  birds  at  one 
shot.  My  husband  is  also  a  good  shot,  and  I  won 
a  fine  box  of  candy  shooting  at  a  mark. 

Tucson.  A.  T.  Mrs.  C.  F.  Golden. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  a  constant  reader  of  your  journal,  and  find 
much  to  encourage  upright  and  true  men  and 
women.  I  am  only  sorry  I  can  not  be  a  member  of 
the  Ladies'  Auxiliary.  I  am  not  a  wife  but  a  sister, 
my  brother  being  an  O.  R.  C.  member  for  many 
years  and  through  his  kindness  I  read  your  journal. 

Capt.  Barber  you  are  always  right,  at  least  I  think 
so.  Sister  Ingraham.  I  see  you  are  still  with  us  in 
the  temperance  cause.  I  wish  I  could  see  your 
kind  face,  it  would  give  us  happiness  for  days  to 
come,  and  I  am  happy  in  knowing  you  have  so 
many  friends. 

Time  changes  all  things.  Many  have  passed  into 
the  great  beyond  and  many  homes  broken  by  the 
dreadful  reaper  death  within  the  last  few  weeks. 
Our  hearts  are  sad  with  sympathy  for  the  Galves- 
ton people,  and  life  is  too  uncertain  to  spare  our 
time  in  hurting  others  by  word  or  deed.  I  hope 
to  find  a  contented  spirit  and  peace  and  happiness 
prevailing  in  all  O.  R.  C.  and  L.  A.  Divisions  for 
unity  is  the  true  spirit  of  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

Topeka,  Kansas.  Hopb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor:  ' 

In  the  May  number  of  The  Railway  Conduc- 
tor I  informed  you  that  the  Lake  Shore  railroad 
was  one  of  the  best  in  the  United  States.  I  think, 
too,  that  our  officials  and  their  em  ployes  are  among 
the  wealthiest.  They  think  nothing  of  paying 
forty,  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  for  a  biographical  book 
in  which  all  have  pictures  of  themselves  galore.  A 
nobler  lot  of  men  you  would  not  see  from  Maine  to 
California.  We  have  a  new  passenger  depot  that 
is  a  credit  to  our  city.  It  is  not  quite  as  high  as  the 
Masonic  Temple  in  Chicago  where  their  book  was 
published,  but  high  enough  if  a  Texas  cyclone 
comes  along. 

"Who  sticketh  to  God  in  stable  trust. 

As  Zion's  mount  he  stands  full  just: 
Which  moveth  no  whit,  nor  yet  doth  reel. 
But  standetb  forever  as  firm  as  steel." 

Our  president.  Sister  Hussy,  was  called  away  up 
in  Maine  to  the  deathbed  of  her  niece.  Miss  Nellie 
Gold  wait.  Mrs.  H.  H.  Andrews. 

Elkhart.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  pleased  to  see  the  interest  taken  by  the  ladie 
in  the  September  issue  by  the  large  number  of  com  - 
munications  from  them.  From  the  tone  of  most  of 
these  letters  they  mean  business,  not  only  in  in- 
creasing the  membership  in  Divisions  already  or- 
ganized but  in  starting  new  divisions.  Let  the 
good  work  go  on  until  every  O.  R.  C.  has  its  Auxil- 
iary. I  am  pleased  to  note  an  increased  interest  in 
Division  48. 

I  am  sorry  to  note,  in  looking  over  the  Conduc- 
tor, that  ladies,  in  writing  their  letters,  copied 
from  other  letters  that  bad  been  published  in  the 
July  number.  That  is  a  great  mistake.  It  looks 
weak,  for  any  close  observer  will  see  it  ataglance. 
Let  us  be  original  and  write  our  own  thoughts.  We 
will  help  one  another  then  and  not  be  like  school 
children.  Sisters,  we  have  a  great  field  before  us 
to  weed  out.  so  let  us  set  to  worft  to  plant  our  seed 
of  true  principles  in  the  hearts  of  all.  When  the 
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scythe  of  time  is  put  to  use  to  cut  down  the  brittle 
stem  of  life  let  us  be  able  to  look  back  to  the  Order 
with  pride.  We  certainly  want  to  live  so  when  we 
cross  over  the  dark  river  that  our  Rood  deeds  will 
be  long  cherished  by  our  living  friends. 

Sister  Henry  O'Toole.  let  us  shake  hands.  You 
are  all  right;  come  again.  Your  sentiments  show 
deep  thought  and  a  pure  mind.  Sister  Brown,  I  am 
like  you:  I  think  all  the  Sisters  should  take  more 
interest  in  the  insurance  of  our  Order.  We  should 
take  this  old  song  as  our  motto.  "Many  a  bright, 
good  hearted  fellow,  many  a  noble  minded  man 
finds  himself  in  water  shallow,  then  assist  him  if 
you  can.  Some  succeed  at  every  turning!  fortune 
favors  every  scheme:  others,  too,  though  more 
discerning,  have  to  pull  against  the  stream.  Do 
your  best  for  one  another,  making  life  a  pleasant 
dream;  help  a  worn  and  weary  Brother  pulling  hard 
against  the  stream."  Louise  Oliver. 

Chattanooga.  Tenn. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  is'  time  Division  8  is  again  represented  in  the 
columns  of  the  Conductor,  for  not  long  since  the 
question  was  asked:  What  has  become  of  the  cor- 
respondent of  Division  8?  Overhearing  the  re- 
mark I  said  I  guess  she  eloped  with  the  corres- 
pondent of  Division  187.  O.  R.  C.  The  truth  is.  we 
do  write  occasionally,  but  our  Brothers  are  too 
busy  to  pen  a  line.  In  their  behalf  I  would  say 
they  are  O.  at  least  some  of  them.  We  have 
some  very  warm  friends  among  them:  they  stand 
by  us  loyally.  There  are  a  few.  however,  who  do 
not  advocate  "women's  lodges  etc.:"  a  few  surviv- 
ors of  the  old  school  so  to  speak,  but  we  love  them 
just  the  same  and  always  show  them  a  nice  time 
if  they  happen  to  honor  us  with  their  presence 
when  we  have  a  social  gathering.  We  always  in- 
vite them.  The  past  summer  has  been  extremely 
hot,  but  through  it  all  our  attendance  has  been  good 
and  now  that  it  is  getting  cooler  we  are  planning 
for  the  winter's  work.  We  have  a  nice  little  plan  I 
must  tell  about.  Each  Sister  makes  a  block  of 
patchwork  of  worsted  goods  over  a  specified  de- 
sign; pack  a  neat  little  lunch  and  meet  at  a  Sis- 
ter's home  in  an  afternoon  and  join  the  pieces. 
Finish  the  comfortable  and  present  it  to  our  host, 
and  after  a  social  evening  spent  retire  to  our 
homes.  This  is  kept  up  each  time  going  to  a  dif- 
ferent Sister's  home  until  each  has  a  quilt.  The 
memories  clustering  around  such  a  quilt  will 
linger  long  after  we  retire  from  active  work. 

For  October  we  have  planned  a  social  visit  to 
Division  80,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.  I  hope  it  may  be  a 
success-.  Just  here  I  want  to  say  if  any  Sister 
happens  in  our  neighborhood,  hunt  us  up  for  we 
love  company  and  will  prove  it  to  you  if  you  give 
us  a  chance. 

I  would  like  to  tell  you  about  our  insurance.  We 
were  one  of  those  Divisions  who  paid  sick  benefits. 
When  the  insurance  ques  tion  came  up  we  were 
among  the  kickers  against  giving  up  sick  ben- 
efits and  taking  up  insurance.  We  have  seen  our 
mistake.  Today  we  have  11  insured  members  and 
the  sick  benefit  subject  is  a  thing  of  the  past: 
better  satisfaction  is  given  all  around.  I  think 
the  insurance  is  on  a  splendid  footing  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  local  dues  semi-annually  is  one  of  the 
very  best  laws  ever  made.  It  is  such  a  satisfac- 


tion to  know  onr  money  paid  in  as  assessments  is 
continually  helping  some  unfortunate  Brother. 
We  have  had  proof  of  this  in  our  own  midst.  We 
are  gaining  steadily  in  new  membership.  By  the 
time  this  reaches  you  we  will  have  given  our 
"goat"  another  half  day's  hard  work,  for  there  is  a 
candidate  on  the  way  and  the  goat  knows  it. 
Snnbury.  Penn.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shafer. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

We  have  a  correspondent,  but  her  pen  must 
be  "lost,  strayed  or  stolen."  Auxiliary  116  is  above 
ground  and  much  encouraged  since  our  inspection 
and  instructions  by  our  Grand  President  the  last 
of  July.  If  anyone  can  make  a  conductor's  wife' 
feel  that  she  ought  to  belong  to  the  L.  A.,  it  is  Sis- 
ter Moore. 

Three  of  our  Division  attended  the  school  of 
instruction  at  Pueblo  the  first  of  August.  There 
was  a  large  attendance.  The  Pueblo  Sisters  felt  it 
was  a  great  undertaking.  They  did  nobly,  and  if 
the  kindly  feeling  and  appreciation  of  the  visitors 
repay  for  such  efforts,  they  must  be  satisfied. 
Everyone  thought  it  a  most  enjoyable  school  in 
every  way.  I  will  not  speak  of  the  splendid  work 
by  the  different  Divisions  attending,  for  I  know 
the  Pueblo  Sisters  will  give  a  full  account  of  the 
meeting.  I  hope  the  last  half  of  this  year  will 
add  greatly  to  the  membership  at  large,  and  par- 
ticularly do  I  wish  to  see  No.  116  increase  in. mem- 
bership. Mrs.  McLaughlin. 

Newton,  Kas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  88  has  been  gradually  working  along 
during  the  extreme  hot  weather,  and  now  tnat  the 
autumn  months  are  upon  us  we  think  more  can  be 
accomplished  before  the  present  year  expires  that 
will  be  of  benefit  to  the  Auxiliary.  .We  intend  to 
practice  our  work,  go  out  for  new  members,  and 
among  our  number  make  it  more  pleasant  for  the 
present  membership;  also  to  do  our  utmost  in  the 
work  of  insurance.  Life  is  short  and  is  not  sure, 
and  it  is  a  duty  to  be  prepared  financially  for  the 
event  that  must  come.  It  is  a  duty  we  owe  our 
family,  and  it  would  prove  that  the  Auxiliary  is 
successfully  doing  a  good  work  throughout  if 
every  Sister  should  become  an  insured  member. 

We  have  had  nothing  new  in  the  social  line 
since  we  held  our  picnic,  but  now  all  is  excitement 
in  the  way  of  having  an  evening  social  at  Sister 
Fife's,  and  I  hope  all  members  and  their  friends 
will  turn  out  and  help  to  make  it  a  success.  We 
are  very  desirous  of  having  a  full  treasury  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  Sister  Vance  and  husband  pre- 
sented the  Division  with  a  musical  horn,  which 
was  disposed  of  in  snch  a  way  that  it  brought  in 
about  half  a  hundred  dollars  to  swell  our  treasury. 
For  their  kindness  the  Division  tendered  them 
thanks. 

Now.  this  one  item:  Why  don't  all  the  Sisters 
try  to  turn  out  more  frequently?  Come  some- 
times. If  you  can't  possibly  get  to  the  meetings 
twice  a  month,  come  once.  If  you  can't  stay  two 
hours  remain  until  recess.  Then  you  may  know  a 
little  that  is  transpiring  in  your  Division  and  keep 
up  with  the  Auxiliary  work.  The  O.  R.  C.  do  that 
way.  and  it  seems  they  are  progressing  all  the 
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time,  and  each  member  manages  to  know  all  the 
little  "ins  and  outs"  and  business  that  is  going  on 
and  they  never  stand  back  or  fail.  We  can  do  the 
same.  Don't  be  afraid  to  venture.  Don't  let  the 
willing  workers  be  the  movers.  All  put  a  shoulder 
lo  the  wheel,  and  as  time  goes  by  these  efforts  will 
tell  for  the  labor  it  may  take  to  bring  them  forth. 

As  the  leaves  begin  to  fall  we  feel  sad.  How 
many  of  us  may  not  be  on  earth  to  respond  to  roll 
call  at  Division  meeting  another  autumn.  No.  88 
has  only  had  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  Sister— Sis- 
ter Beaver— which  occurred  the  third  year  after 
its  organization.  At  present  none  of  our  members 
are  seriously  ill.  All  these  blessings  we  feel  truly 
thankful  for.  Mary  A.  Curdy. 

Altoona.  Pa. 

QUARTERLY  REPORT. 
BENEFICIARY  ASSOCIATION.  L.  A.  TO  O.  R.  C. 

September  30. 1900. 


Membership   

Policies  Issued  

Assessments  Rec'd.-  

Receipt  for  Policies  

Receipt  for  Supplies  

Local  Expense  

Money  in  Benefit  Dep't. . 
Money  in  Expense  Fund. 


July.    Aug.  Sept. 


465 

8 

$271  50 
6  00 

4  801 


473 

8 

42  50 
6  00 
15 
4  75 

1214  12  1252  0? 
244  00    250  00 


476 
3 

25  00 
2  25 
15 
2  75 
1276  37 
250  00 


Membership.  July  31  

Membership.  September  30. 

Increase  of  


.465 
.476 

.11 


Madge  E.  Sewell, 
General  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

For  several  months  we  have  scrutinized  The 
Conductor  for  a  letter  from  White  Rose  Division 
No.  110.  but  all  in  vain.  No  doubt  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  it  are  under  the  impression  that 
its  petals  have  faded  and  scattered  ere  this,  but 
we  are  still  in  the  ranks  inveterated  and  flourish- 
ing. We  were  compelled  to  adjourn  our  meetings 
through  the  summer  months,  as  so  many  of  our 
Sisters  were  absent,  but  our  vacation  is  over  and 
nearly  all  have  returned. 

Sister  C.  R.  Richards  is  still  among  the  moun- 
tains and  Sister  Cuitchfield  is  visiting  in  Macon, 
but  we  hope  to  have  them  with  us  soon.  We  held 
our  first  meeting  for  this  season  September  6. 
which  was  a  jolly  reunion.  All  talked  at  once,  and 


all  laughed  at  once:  each  had  interesting  happen- 
ings to  relate  and  seemed  to  be  afraid  their  turn 
would  never  come.  President  Sister  Caswell  re- 
sumed her  dignity  and  called  us  to  order  about  4:30 
o'clock,  and  our  lovely  work  was  gone  through 
with  excellently.  There  was  considerable  think- 
ing done  to  recall  the  pass-word  after  so  long  a 
vacation.  Our  Sister  President  is  never  deficient 
in  anything  pertaining  to'  the  Auxiliary,  so  she 
smiled  very  sweetly  on  our  mental  efforts  and 
and  willingly  came  to  our  aid.  I  think  if  some  of 
the  ladies  who  are  conductor's  wives  and  who  do  . 
not  belong  to  the  L.  A.  could  get  a  peep  in  our 
Division  room  during  one  of  our  meetings,  we 
would  have  their  application  by  the  next  meeting. 
Don't  be  afraid  and  stand  back !  We  feed  our  goat 
highly,  but  he  is  a  gentle  old-timer,  and  seldom 
ever  throws.  Just  be  sure  the  brute  is  white  and 
you  are  one  of  our  crew.  If  your  husband  is  a 
conductor  and  not  an  O.  R.  C.  persuade  him  to 
join  that  Order  and  we  will  find  you  pretty  quickly. 
Our  fees  are  small  and  I  know  you  wouldn't  regret 
being  one  of  our  happy  family.  Get  your  hus- 
bands interested  in  the  cheapest,  best  and  most 
reliable  insurance  on  record— the  O.  R.  C. 

I  regret  to  say  not  one  of  our  members  are  in- 
sured as  yet.  but  I  am  under  the  impression  the 
fault  is  in  our  agent(?)  Our  membership  increases 
very  slowly  but  we  have  about  all  the  O.  R.  C. 
wives  in  reach  (most  of  their  members  are  single 
men).  Now.  Brothers,  listen!  I  know  you  all  have 
a  pretty,  sweet  girl  that  you  think  more  of  than 
you  do  papa  and  mamma,  so  why  delay?  Get  mar- 
ried and  make  her  your  sweetheart  for  life.  I 
don't  think  you  wouid  ever  regret  it  and  we 
would  be  pleased  to  give  her  a  pleasant 
ride  on  our  Billy.  I  know  she  would  extol  his 
ability  of  entertaining  her.  We  have  taken  up  our 
socials  again.  They  are  too  advantageous  both 
socially  and  financially  to  be  annulled.  Sister  J. 
B.  Thoman  was  our  hostess  last  month  and  we  feel 
sure  everyone  present  enjoyed  themselves  im- 
mensely. Sister  Hicks  celebrated  her  little 
daughter  Madge's  birthday  the  26th.  and  she  was 
the  recipient  of  many  nice  presents,  among  them 
a  handsome  piano,  the  gift  of  her  parents.  Sister 
Wheeler  has  a  bouncing  young  conductor  regis- 
tered at  her  house  and  Sister  R.  L.  Brake  a  little 
lady.  We  have  had  several  little  visitors  this 
year,  but  some  of  them  made  their  stay  short  and 
memorial  dear. 

I  hope  our  regular  correspondent  will  not  con- 
sider this  an  intrusion.  Ross. 

Savannah.  Ga. 


LET  SOnETHmG  GOOD  BE  S^IDc 


JAMES  WHITCOMB  RILEY. 


When  over  the  fair  fame  of  friend  or  foe 

The  shadow  of  disgrace  shall  fall:  instead 
Of  words  of  blame,  or  proof  of  thus  or  so. 
-  Let  something  good  be  said. 

Forget  not  that  no  fellow-being  yet 

May  fall  so  low  but  love  may  lift  his  head: 
Even  the  cheek  of  shame  with  tears  is  wet. 
If  something  good  be  said. 


No  generous  heart  may  vainly  turn  aside 

In  ways  of  sympathy:  no  soul  so  dead 
Bat  may  awaken  strong  and  glorified. 
If  something  good  be  said 

And  so  I  charge  ye.  by  the  thorny  crown. 

And  by  the  cross  on  which  the  Savior  bled. 
And  by  your  own  soul's  hope  of  fair  renown. 
Let  something  good  be  said! 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  fear  that  in  order  to  reply  to  those  who  have 
asked  questions  I  may  be  forced  to  plead  for  more 
than  the  usual  space.  I  will  first  try  and  answer 
Brother  Osborn. 

Placing  the  number  of  men  employed  in  railway 
service  who  are  required  to  wear  uniform  at  150.000 
and  each  one  required  to  wear  two  suits  a  year,  at 
one  dollar  profit  for  each  suit  would  net  $300,000 
profit  per  year.  Now  look  out.  Brother  Osborn, 
or  Brother  Farrell  will  discount  you  in  the  shoe 
business. 

Now.  "Justice."  you  give  me  quite  a  proposition 
and  to  briefly  reply  to  you  I  can  only  say  that  be- 
fore starting:  out  on  the  journey  you  mention  it  is 
first  necessary  to  educate  those  whom  you  appeal 
to  of  the  justice  of  your  proposition  and  wean  them 
away  from  old  party  allegience.  If  you  study 
further  the  result  of  such  an  action  you  may  see 
that  there  is  more  than  one  side  to  the  question. 
You  mention  the  loss  of  one  of  our  highly  esteemed 
Brothers  in  the  person  of  Harry  Dreany.  who  has 
the  most  hearty  well-wishes  of  all  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  him.  In  assuming  his  new 
duties,  may  prosperity  attend  him.  I  cannot  feel 
that  he  is  lost  to  us.  but  simply  placed  in  a  position 
of  greater  responsibility. 

After  reviewing  Brother  Farrell's  letter  in  the 
June  issue  and  mine  in  August,  and  his  reply 
thereto  in  the  September  issue.  I  can  only  conclude 
that  he  labors  hard  to  arrive  at  a  logical  result  by 
a  very  illogical  method,  i.  e..  the  establishment  of 
an  industry  without  the  means  to  do  so.  He  starts 
out  by  misquoting  my  statement,  in  this  way— he 
makes  the  absurd  statement  that  had  we  inaugur- 
ated the  reserve  fund  with  the  inception  of  the 
Order  our  insurance  would  cost  us  just  half  what 
it  does  at  present,  which  certainly  is  a  misrepre- 
sentation of  facts.  My  statement  had  reference  to 
the  reserve  fund  only,  and  had  no  bearing  on  the 
mortuary  expense  of  the  department  whatever_ 
Let  me  here  repeat  what  I  stated,  "We  should  have 
begun  at  its  inception  to  create  a  reserve  fund, 
which  if  continued  until  now  would  have  been  con- 
tributed to  by  everyone  that  was  and  is  a  member, 
and  I  believe  at  half  the  cost  of  what  we  now  pay. 
and  that  when  many  of  us  was  much  younger."  I 
respectfully  contend  that  it  has  no  bearing  on  the 
mortuary  expense,  but  only  on  the  reserve  fund, 
and  further,  had  we  begun  by  assessing  each  one 
thousand  dollars  of  written  up  insurance  fifty 


cents  per  thousand  a  year  we  would  now  have,  with 
its  accumulative  earning  power,  a  fund  that  every 
member  of  the  department  would  feel  extremely 
proud  of.  Yes.  Brother  Farrell.  I  have  been  and 
am  trying  to  view  all  sides  of  the  question  and  try 
to  figure  out  from  the  records  of  the  past  the  best 
and  the  safest  course  to  pursue  for  the  future,  and 
while  you  charge  me  with  being  responsible  in  a 
large  measure  with  the  creation  of  this  (to  you) 
obnoxious  reserve  fund,  which  you  look  on  as  its 
promoter's  panacea  to  meet  the  demand  of  paying 
the  maximum  policy  dollar  for  dollar,  a  claim  that 
they  never  in  the  slightest  degree  professed,  nor 
can  you  show  by  record  that  they  did  so.  Let  me 
refer  you  to  page  172  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
twenty-sixth  session  of  the  Grand  Division  held  in 
Los  Angeles.  Cal..  and  read  the  resolution  I  there 
submitted  and  where  I  first  appeared  on  this  ques- 
tion. That  resolution  in  no  way  indicates  what  you 
ask— the  full  payment  of  each  policy  from  the  fund 
in  question— and  I  refer  from  your  letter  that  full 
payment  is  expected  should  all  the  members  of 
the  department  cease  to  pay  into  it.  an  unreason- 
able and  unfair  assumption  that  cannot  be  taken 
by  anything  said  or  done  by  the  promoters  of  the 
fund.  The  method  of  creating  and  perpetuating 
the  fund  is  not  mine.  What  I  wanted  was  that  each 
member  pay  into  this  fund  for  a  certain  period  of 
years,  then  cease,  and  no  matter  when  they  became 
a  member  of  the  department,  let  it  be  twenty 
years  hence,  they  paid  into  it  the  same  periodfof 
time  as  those  who  begun  at  the  first,  that  is  simple 
justice  in  its  operation. 

I  see  that  you  advocate  thef  establish raent  of  a 
shoe  factory  and  claim  to  have  ample  funds  to  do 
so.  That  is  a  suggestion  but  you  do  not  lay  down 
the  business  details  in  your  proposition.  In  order 
to  have  it  considered  that  must  first  be  done.  Now 
let  me  ask  you  if  you  had  this  industry  established 
in  which  you  claim  we  have  ample  funds  on  hand 
to  do.  (and  by  that  statement  I  understand  that  you 
could  not  want  any  more),  what  would  you  do  in 
case  an  unusual  demand  was  made  on  the  depart- 
ment which  would  require  half  the  capital  you  put 
into  the  shoe  business?  Would  you  try  to  borrow 
it  on  the  plant  as  security  or  sell  your  manufac- 
tured goods,  [(if  (you  could),  at  a  reduction  in 
order  to  meet  the  requirement? 

As  to  Brother  Bogart's  ideas  on  the  welfare  of 
our  insurance  I  can  only  say  that  he  is  doing  some 
good  studying  on  the  question  from  which  he  will 
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find  to  an  extent  he  is  on  the'rigbt  trail  and  if  he 
had  our  records  before  him  they  would  guide  him 
in  the  work.  As  it  is  I  hope  helkeeps  going. 

Yon  ask  me  to  point  out  in  your  letters  where 
you  used  language  that  would  imply  getting  some- 
thing for  nothing.  Just  review  your  letter  in  June 
issue  and  note  where  you  criticise  the  earning 
power  of  $500,000  and  by  the  proper  investment  of 
$50,000  would  give  the  samejresult  if  not  more. 
That  is  simply  a  statement  which  you  must  put 
into  practical  shape  before  you  can  expect  the 
Order  to  take  hold  of  it.  Submit  a  reliable, 
workable  plan,  something  tangible,  and  if  it  has 
the  merit  you  claim  for  it.  then  you  may  expect, 
and  no  doubt  will  receive  grand  support.  In  future 
deal  with  facts  and  do  not  misquote.  I  intend  to 
give  you  something  further  on  the  reserve 
fond  question  in  the  near  future  and  hope  that  all 
Divisions  of  the  Order  will'consider  it  and  be  in  a 
position  at  tne  next  Grand  Division  to  act  on  it 
with  a  better  understanding.  The  argument  that 
you  use  in  the  amount  of  written  up  insurance 
($36,153)  being  its  liability,  with  the  small  amount 
asked  for  in  the  fund,  condemns  your  contention, 
Le.  that  sucb  a  fund  is  not  required. 

Now  Brother  Editor.  I  want  to  ask.  what  is 
"Muskrat"  and  "H.  W.  G."  after,  both  of  whom  I 
see.  by  the  way.  are  from  that  little  Hoosier  town, 
Elkhart.  Ind.?  "H.  W.  G."  seems  to  be  after  a  re- 
duction in  the  representation  at  Grand  Division. 
Would  not  such  a  movement  lead  to  the  "pulling 
of  hair"  in  the  several  districts  he  suggests?  And 
"Muskrat"  seems  to  be  after  the  "Employment 
Bureau"  hot  shot,  but  from  the  tone  of  their  letters 
I  feel  that  they  have  something  more  up  their 
sleeve.  Now  that  I  have  spoke  right  out  "in  meet- 
in'."  I  will  stop  and  give  the  other  fellow  a  chance. 

St.  Thomas.  Ont.  W.  H.  Ingram. 

<$ 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  204  is  doing  business  at  the  same  old 
stand  with  the  assistance  of  what  few  members 
get  around  on  meeting  days  to  assist  our  regulars 
(as  we  have  a  few  regular  members)  who  have  not 
been  known  to  miss  a  meeting  for  so  long  that  I 
think  they  should  have  a  medal.  Now.  Brothers, 
I  think  you  should  turn  out  at  meetings 
just  the  same  as  you  do  when  the  caller 
comes  after-  you  to  go  on  the  road.  You  may 
see  the  day  when  it  will  be  just  as  important., 
for  if  it  was  not  for  our  Orders  we  would  be  run- 
ning trains  today  for  brakemen's  wages  and  brake- 
men  would  be  braking  for  dagos'  pay  on  the  track. 
They  said  we  could  not  pay  a  weekly  sick  benefit 
and  make  both  ends  meet.  It  has  not  turned  out 
now  that  way,  as  our  treasury  is  gaining  every 
day.  and  you  can  bet  that  every  man  gets  well 
taken  care  of  when  he  is  sick,  out  of  employment, 
or  bis  family  is  in  need. 

We  have,  in  my  estimation,  a  case  of  blacklist- 
ing here  on  the  P.  &  R.  Brother  Frank  Bleecher, 
some  ten  months  ago,  was  dismissed  from  the 
Mew  York  division  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Railway  on  the  testimony  of  a  B.  &  O.  switch- 
engine  conductor  and  his  crew,  who  said  he  and 
Brother  M.  Murphy  were  intoxicated  on  their 
train.  This  was  found  out  to  be  false,  as  they  said 
utter  that  it  was  not  so.  and  that  it  was  done  for 
spite,  and  had  they  known  that  the  Brothers  were 


Order  men  they  would  never  have  done  this. 
Now,  the  B.  &  O.  people  told  the  superintendent 
of  the  N.  Y.  division.  Reading  Railway,  this  in 
order  to  get  the  Brothers  back  again.'  but  this  the 
Reading  superintendent  would  not  do.  Brother 
Bleecher  secured  employment  on  the  Main  Line 
division  of  the  same  road,  but  the  superintendent 
of  the  N.  Y.  division  would  not  let  Ihim  work  for 
the  system  at  all.  You  may  form  your  own  opin- 
ion. There  has  been  fourteen  trainmen  dismissed 
from  the  N.  Y.  division  of  the  Reading  Railway, 
and  I  don't  know  how  many  from  other  divisions, 
and  no  cause  given,  only  that  their  services  were 
not  satisfactory.  Now,  I  know  every  one  of  these 
men.  and  they  all  broke  for  me  at  different  times, 
and  I  know  them  to  be  the  best  of  men  in  all 
respects.  The  assistant  trainmaster  told  them, 
when  he  gave  them  an  order  for  their  time,  that 
he  was  letting  go  the  best  men  he  bad  on  the  job. 
and  I  knew  he  was  right.  It  seems  very  hard  for 
men  who  join  a  well-meaning  Order  like  the  B.  of 
R.  T.  to  protect  themselves  and  their  families, 
can  be  dismissed  without  cause,  and  cannot  even 
get  service  letters  to  help  them  secure  employ- 
ment on'other  roads  and  nothing  can  be  done  to 
stop  it.  Is  there  no  remedy? 

I  must  say  we  have  the  joke  of  the  season  on 
Brother  Shuster.  who  has  lately  come  back  from 
the  west.  As  times  were  not  so  brisk,  jobs  were 
scarce,  so  the  Brother  bad  to  go  to  an  employment 
agency  to  see  what  could  be  had.  Well,  the  agent 
told  him  to  put  up  $3.00  and  he  would  secure  him 
steady  work  at  good  pay.  but  weeks  passed  and 
the  job  did  not  materialize,  and  the  Brother  got 
uneasy,  put  his  six-shooter  in  his  pocket  and  went 
on  the  war-path,  but  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
Brother  got  his  coin  back,  and  he  could  beat  the 
head  of  the  agency,  had  they  just  said  the  word, 
instead  of  bis  money.  Good  boy,  Willie.  I  am 
glad  to  bear  you  have  secured  a  good  position. 

There  will  have  to  be  something  done  with  that 
book-case  cover  of  our  assistant  S.  and  T..  as  it 
takes  one  hour  of  valuable  time  each  meeting. 
Brother  Strough  and  Brother  Manhan  have  sym- 
pathy of  the  entire  Division  in  their  latest  be- 
reavement, and  all  hands  join  in  wishing  them 
better  luck  in  the  future.     Chas.  K.  Compton. 

Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  218  is  getting  along  nicely  and  are  hav- 
ing some  good  meetings  in  spite  of  the  hot  weath- 
er. We  have  had  some  sickness  among  our  mem- 
bers this  summer.  Brother  John  Noles  was  over- 
heated while  on  his  run  during  the  hot  season  and 
was  laid  up  for  several  days.  His  condition  was 
serious  for  awhile.  Our  Chief  Conductor,  R.  L. 
Brake,  has  had  two  spells  of  sickness,  also  some  of 
the  members  of  his  family  have  been  sick,  caus- 
him  to  be  off  duty  for  some  time.  I  understood 
that  Brother  J.  J.  Beach,  who  is  off  to  the  resorts, 
is  sick.  I  hope  that  he  will  soon  recover  and  re- 
turn home.  We  miss  him  in  the  Division  room, 
where  be  makes  things  lively  for  us  sometimes. 
I  am  sorry  to  note  that  Brother  J.  W.  Bridger  met 
with  a  very  serious  accident  a  few  days  ago.  As 
he  was  transferring  from  one  street  car  to  an- 
other a  negro  wheelman  going  at  a  high  rate  of 
speed  ran  into  him.  It  was  at  first  thought  that 
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•  Brother  Bridger  had  three  ribs  broken,  but  the 
,  doctor  has  discovered  that  they  were  not.  still  he 

•  is  badly  bruised  on  the  left  side  and  shoulder  and 
.'  }s  confined  to  his  bed.  but  is  resting  easily  at  this 
l"  writing.  Brother  G.  B.  Wheeler  also  met  with  a 
j '  painful  accident  not  long  since,  in  which  he  was 
■j  thrown  by  the  sudden  application  of  air  brakes. 

He  is  again  out  on  the  road  on  his  run. 
Cotton  season  is  on  us  and  we  are  getting  a  good 
.  deal  of  it  to  haul.  The  prices  are  high  which 
makes  it  tempting  to  the  farmers,  and  they  are 
rushing  it  to  the  markets  as  fast  as  possible. 
'  Brother  Noles  and  Carswell   are  holding  down 
'*local"  on  the  Savannah  division  of  the  C.  of  G. 
R.  R..  while  Brothers  Holt.  Brannan  and  Conduc- 
tor Joiner  are  on  local  runs  between  Macon  and 
Miller.  The  "chain  gang"  crowd  have  all  that 
they  can  do  holding  down  double  headers,  which 
'  have  recently  been  put  on  between  Macon  and 
'Turnville,  the  distance  being  fifty-six  miles,  up 
,  hill  and  down.   Brother  E.  F.  Riser  is  appointed 
yardmaster  at  Miller.   He  don't  fail  to  "heap  the 
'  cars  upon  us"  and  give  us  a  shove  over  "the  hill" 
,  homeward  on  our  way  rejoicing.  Wt  don't  get  to 
stay  there  long  these  days.  One  of  the  hardest 
that  things  I  have  to  do  is  to  keep  my  wife  cool 

•  and  keep  her  "Irish"  down  when  I  go  in  tired  and 
sleepy  and  tell  her  that  I  cannot  stay  at  home  long 
this  time  but  will  have  to  go  out  on  such  and  such 
a  run.  She  hopes  that  I  will  quit  railroading  some 
day  and  when  I  say  1  am  going  to  quit,  she 
says.  "No.  you  will  stay  there  all  your  life"  but  I 
tell  her  that  the  "age  limit"  will  overtake  me  soon 

-  anyhow. 

"Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  others  do  un- 
to you."  Think  about  it  seriously.  It  is  hard  to 
Call  anyone  a  "boot  lick".  I  would  not  like  anyone 
,  to  say  that  of  me  and  I  know  that  you  would  not 
like  it!  if  anyone  should  call  you  a  "boot  lick".  If 
we  cannot  find  anything  good  to  say  about  a 
Brother,  or  any  other  person,  do  not  say  anything 
bad  about  them.   I  believe  in  the  old  fellow  who 

•  always  found  something  good  tu  say.  When  asked 
what  be  had  to  say  about  a  certain  dog.  be  lo  ked 
at  the  dog  for  a  few  moments  and  said,  "Well,  he 
has  got  pretty  teeth."  So  we  can  always  find 
something  good  to  say  about  our  fellow  man.  "Go 
out  into  the  highways  and  the  hedges  and  compel 
them  to  come  in  that  my  house  may  be  filled." 
Luke  14:23.  This  is  the  way  we  should  do  toward 
our  wayward  Brothers  who  seldom  show  up  at 

:  meetings.  We  should  not  say  a  whole  lot  of  hard 
things  about  them.  "Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain 
strangers   for   thereby  some  have  entertained 

-  angels  unawares."  Heb.  13:2.  We  may  entertain 
Some  very  clever  Brothers  sometimes  by  putting 
forth  a  little  effort  while  they  may  be  in  our  midst. 
"Use  hospitality  one  toward  another  without 
grudging."  1  Peter.  4:9.  "Sick  and  ye  visited  me." 
Matt.  25:36.  "Let  us  go  and  visit  our  brethren  and 
See  how  they  do."  Acts  15:36.  Let  us  remember 
fhis  Brothers.  It  does  a  sick  man  a  lot  of  good  to 
nave  the  brothers  call  on  him  while  sick.  "Let  us 

.'consider  one  another  to  provoke  unto  good  works_ 

not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  ourselves  to- 
,  gether  as  the  manner  of  some,  but  exorting  one 

another  and  so  much  the  more  as  ye  see  the  day 
!;M>proacbing."   Heb.  10:21.  25.   In  my  next  I  will 

write  on  another  question  of  the  day. 
Water  Valley.  Miss.  J.  B.  T. 

i]  • 

atl- . 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Statement  for  the  receipts  of  the  Railway  Men's 
Home  for  the  month  of  September.  1900: 


o.  r.  c.  DIVISIONS. 


NO. 

1-- 
2.. 
5.. 

11.. 

31. . 

46.. 

50.. 

52.. 

57.. 

60.. 
•61.. 

64.. 

69.. 

70.. 

73.. 

91.. 
104.. 
112.. 
121.. 
158.. 
175.. 
187.. 
192.. 
193.. 
200.. 


AMT. 

NO. 

$25  00 

20' 

23  00 

209 

12  00 

232 

5  00 

247 

6  00 

251 

10  00 

252 

12  00 

268 

12  00 

270 

12  00 

278 

12  00 

307 

10  00 

314 

5  00 

320 

17  00 

323 

5  00 

324 

5  00 

329 

10  00 

339 

5  00 

364 

12  00 

372 

5  00 

377 

1  00 

382 

5  00 

388 

12  00 

395 

3  00 

396 

5  00 

402 

6  00 

Total. 

L.  A.  TO  O.  R.  C.  DIVISIONS. 


AMT. 
...  500 
..  12  00 
..  15  00 
..  12  00 
..  12  00 
..  12  00 
..  600 
..  12  00 
..  12  00 
..  24  00 
..5  00 
..  200 
..  500 
..  500 
.  17  50 
..  12  00 
..5  00 
..  12  00 
..  12  00 
.  500 
..  400 
..  12  00 
..4  95 
10  00 

$468  45 


NO. 

10.. 
17.. 
28.. 
36.. 
42.. 
44.. 
73.. 
93.. 


AMT. 

.$  5  00 

.  500 
.  600 
.  5  00 
.  2  00 
.  25  00 
.  34  10 
5  00 


NO.  AMT. 

97  $  5  00 


98. 

99. 
100. 
103. 
107. 
121. 


5  00 
2  00 
12  00 
2  00 
5  00 
5  00 


Total  $123  10 

PERSONALS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

A.  L.  Dewar.  Banker,  of  Chicago  $50  00 

Mrs.  J.  Morden.  L.  A.  C.  No.  9   100 

B.  P.  O.  Elks  Spokane  Lodge  No.  288   12  00 

Spokane  Chapter  No.  2.  R.  A.  M.   12  00 

G.  I.  A.  No.  1.  Picnic    22  60 

Mrs.  Balz.  G.  I.  A.  No.  1  .•   4  10 

A  Membtr  of  No.  161   1  00 

L.  A.  C.  No.  100.  Picnic   10  85 

No  Clue   2  85 

No  Clue   3  00 


Total  $119  40 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Gilbert.  Washington.  D.  C,  2  boxes 
clothing. 

Mrs.  Slagle.  G.  I.  A.  No.  1.  1  box  canned  fruit. 
SUMMARY. 

O.  R.  T.  No.  67    $  2  00 

B.  R  T.  Lodges  211  49 

B.  L.  E.  Divisions   179  50 

B.  L.  F.  Lodges   65  05 

G.  1.  A   100  50 

L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T   21  00 

L.  S.toB.  L.F   13  00 


Grand  total    $1303  49 

For  Building  Fund  —  Grand   Division  of 
B.  of  L.  E   5367  00 


Grand  total  $6670  49 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.  III.  Sec.  and  Treas. 

«2 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  wish  to  sincerely  thank  E.  E.  Clark.  Grand 
Chief  Conductor,  and  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  for  the  very  many 
courtesies  extended  to  me.  and  their  ever  willing- 
ness to  assist  in  every  particular  in  the  pursuance 
of  my  duties  as  the  chairman  of  General  Griev- 
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ance  Committee  of  C.  P.  R.  System  for  the  last 
seven  years:  and  I  would  also  add  that  the  same 
would  auply  to  all  of  the  officials  on  the  C  P  R. 
with  wh  >m  I  had  any  business.  I  was  met  at  all 
time*  vrich  that  spirit  of  willingness  to  meet  our 
committee,  and  their  doors  were  always  open  to 
settle  nur  disputes  in  a  friendly  manner. 

While  in  Montreal,  at  our  last  General  Commit- 
tee, I  tendered  my  resignation  as  chairman  of 
General  Grievance  Committee  on  C.  P.  R.  Sys- 
tem. Sev-n  years  ago.  in  company  with  N.  C. 
Becker,  we  formed  the  first  general  board  of 
agistment,  or  General  Grievance  Committee,  on 
the  C.  P.  R.  System  of  Canada,  of  which  all  Divi- 
sions nf  the  system  were  duly  represented.  I  was 
chosen  chairman:  Ed  Reynolds,  of  350  (Quebec). 
andR.  C.  Becker,  secretary  and  treasurer  (of  355, 
Medicine  Hat.  N.  W.  T.)  We  were  the  first  officers 
of  the  committee,  and  by  their  hearty  co-opera- 
tion it  was  built  up  until  today  it  stands  A  1  after 
seven  years  of  ups  and  downs.  It  has  been  a 
pleasure  to  me  to  work  for  the  Order,  instead  of  a 
burden.  The  General  Committee  at  Montreal 
made  expression  of  their  esteem  by  presenting 
me  with  a  beautiful  clock,  through  Brother  L.  L. 
Peltier,  local  chairman  286.  Ft.  William.  I  can- 
not find  words  to  express  my  feelings  toward  the 
donors  of  this  beautiful  present,  as  it  is  a  present 
to  my  wife.  also,  who  shared  a  large  part  of  my 
work  in  many  ways.  We  sincerely  tender  heart- 
felt thanks  to  the  committee.  G.  P.  Pike. 

Ft  William.  Ont. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  "Seniority"  has 
contributed  to  your  columns.  Joe  Woods.  Vanum 
and  myself  came  here  from  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 
We  left  Grand  Junction  April  28  and  arrived  in 
Nome  June  7.  1900.  Long  since  Woods  and 
Vannm  have  gotten  "cold  feet"  and  vamoosed. 
Nearly  all  the  O.  R.  C.  men  have  left  the  Alaska. 

While  Alaska  is  the  best  country  in  the  world, 
provided  a  man  has  money  and  grub— say  $500. 
under  these  conditions  Alaska  is  the  only  country. 
Tom  Ball,  from  Pocatello.  is  here  and  several 
other  old  railroad  men,  but  the  chicken-hearted 
nave  all  gone  home.  We  have  old  conductors 
vorKtofratall  kinds  of  labor,  even  selling  papers 
on  our  streets,  as  "'Seniority"  is  doing.  If  a  man  is 
any  prod  he  can  do  anything.  This  is  no  country 
for  a  wace  worker,  but  for  a  man  who  is  willing  to 
work  or  "must,*'  ours  is  the  country.  If  he  is 
willing  to  rustle  and  has  money  and  grub,  it  is 
O-K,  Tom  Ba.ll  and  myself  are  going  to  stay  in 
Alaska  until  we  have  accomplished  our  ends.  I 
met  Dicker  from  Havre.  Mont.  He  is  one  of  our 
People  in  days  gone  by.  He  is  as  fat  and  as 
saucy  as  ever. 

Our  country  is  now  unprospected— 45.000  people 
where  7.000  to  10.000  can  exist.  So  you  see  the 
situation.  Next  year  we  figure  on  cleaning  up 
some  money.  Advise  all  laborers  to  steer  clear  of 
Alaska.  Those  who  have  money  to  speculate  on, 
come  to  Alaska.  Their  opportunity  is  great.  This 
isonly  an  outtine  of  our  city,  remember.  If  any 
maoc  jmts  to  this  country  he  must  be  a  rustler 
ant)  be  able  to  adapt  himself  to  anything.  Since  I 
cam©  htre  I've  stevadored.  sold  papers  on  our 
streets  of  Nome,  si. Id  all  kinds  of  goods,  carried 


lumber  the  greater  part  of  a  mile,  built  a  house 
10x12.  shingled  it.  and  have  been  a  waiter:  fur* 
nished  suppers  at  a  dance  at  Anvill.  August  24.  I 
came  to  stay  two  years  in  Alaska,  then  if  I  cannot 
make  any  money  I  will  rush  back  to  Oregon  or 
some  other  rainy  country,  "Seniority." 
Nome.  Alaska. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor  : 

When  No.  40J  freight  on  the  L.  and  S.  division  of. 
C.  R.  R  of  N.  J.  collided  on  a  frog,  with  an  engine, 
in  charge  of  Engineer  "Hi"  Auman.  coming  out  of 
the  Mauch  Chunk  round-house,  over  one  year  ago, 
the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  in  general,  and 
the  employes  of  the  C.  R.  R.  of  N.  J.  in  particular, 
as  a  consequence  of  that  wreck,  suffered  the  loss 
of  one  of  the  best  committeemen  that  ever  ap- 
peared before  an  official  to  plead  a  cause.  I  refer 
to  Brother  Wm.  J.  Zerbey.  of  Mauch  Chunk,  than 
whom  no  finer  gentleman  ever  entered  a  Division 
room.  No  man  with  a  just  grievance  ever  ap- 
pealed to  Brother  Zerbey  in  vain.  He  was  ever 
ready  to  discuss  the  grievance  of  a  friend,  and 
when  once  convinced  that  a  member  was  being 
unjustly  dealt  with  he  knew  no  fear  in  the  matter 
of  presenting  it  to  the  proper  official  for  adjust- 
ment. I  say  the  O.  R.  C.  as  the  result  of  the  acci- 
dent before  mentioned  lost  the  services  of  a  man 
whose  place  they  will  find  it  no  easy  matter  to 
fill.  The  boys  along  the  L.  &  S.  still  remember 
how  for  weeks  we  had  been  momentarily  expect- 
ing the  worst  from  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  but  Provi- 
dence was  kind  to  us  and  spared  him.  and  although 
crippled  for  life  and  practically  put  out  of  the 
railroad  business,  we  still  have  him  with  us  and 
receive  the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  advice. 
Last  week  a  political  party  of  Carbon  county,  by 
acclamation,  nominated  for  Prothonotary  and 
Clerk  of  Courts  Brother  W.  J.  Zerbey.  I  was  de- 
lighted to  learn  of  it.  knowing  Brother  Zerbey's 
helpless  condition  and  the  fine  qualities  he  pos- 
sesses. If  I  resided  in  Carbon  instead  of  Luzerne 
I  could  not  do  otherwise  than  take  off  my  coat  in 
the  interest  of  Zerbey.  To  defeat  him.  seems  to 
me.  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  laboring  men  of 
Carbon  county,  aad  they  alone  will  be  responsible 
for  it  if  such  the  termination  be.  I  hope  that  the 
railroad  men.  whether  or  not  members  of  the 
various  brotherhoods  will  vote  for  Zerbey  to  a 
man.  While  he  (Zerbey)  was  well  and  strong  no 
worthy  needy  person  of  whatsoever  creed  ever 
applied  to  him  for  assistance  in  vain.  I  trust  that 
members  of  the  various  labor  organizations  will 
make  manifest  in  in  s  instance  that  their  close 
relationship  is  something.  If  all  will  do  their 
duty  Brother  Zerbey  will  be  elected  by  a  safe 
majority.  We  will  do  it  with  the  assistance  of  the 
poor  abused  miners,  who  are  at  present  engaged 
in  a  battle— God  knows  how  fierce  it  will  prove  to 
be— for  their  rights.  Telegrapher. 

White  Haven,  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  The  Railway  Conductor  for  the  month  of 
August  I  read  an  article  from  Brother  Scates,  of 
San  Francisco,  Cal  .  in  which  he  criticises  my 
position  on  the  question  of  seniority.  In  the  first 
place  I  want  to  say,  I  will  not  argue  any  question. 
I  have  attempted  to  give  my  ideas  upon  any  and 
all  questions  which  I  have  written  or  may  write. 
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I  have  not  assumed  that  I  am  without  fault  or 
error.  There  should  never  be  any  question  raised 
over  seniority.  The  members  of  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors  should  be  so  thorough  in 
their  profession  that  they  should  never  stand  in 
fear  of  the  student.  I  sympathize  with  Brother 
Scates  having  to  work  with  a  student,  and  having 
to  stand  the  remorse  which  naturally  falls  upon 
one  who  is  so  competent  a  conductor  having  to 
work  along  with  a  student.  Now  to  say  the  least 
of  it.  Brother  Scates.  I  think  you  have  been 
scandalized,  and  the  best  thing  to  do— and  in  fact 
about  all  you  can  do— is  to  quit.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  company  who  you  are  working  for  thinks 
this  man  you  call  the  student  is  your  equal  as  they 
pay  him  the  same  wages  and  require  the  same 
service  from  him  that  they  do  from  you.  and  to  be 
honest  with  you.  I  have  not  seen  any  notice  from 
that  student  of  his  being  dissatisfied.  He  has  not 
entered  one  word  of  complaint  against  you.  and 
here  vouare.  an  educated  conductor  and  he  only  a 
poor  student.  Now.  Brother  Scates.  if  this  student 
is  such  disreputable  a  person,  ignore  him;  and  in 
heaven's  name  give  the  superintendent  his  rights, 
the  right  to  hire  whom  he  pleases  and  place 
him  where  he  pleases.  And  if  he  is  a 
student,  as  long  as  the  company  is  paying  for  his 
services,  let  him  alone.  If  you  wanted  to  hire  men 
for  any  purpose,  you  would  not  allow  anyone  to  dic- 
tate to  you.  You  would  hire  whom  you  pleased 
and  place  them  where  you  pleased— which  is  right. 

You  have  asserted  that  my  teaching  is  untrue  to 
the  principles  of  the  Order.  One  principle  of  the 
Order  is  "once  a  conductor,  always  a  conductor." 
and  that  is  right.  But  if  conductors  cannot  find 
vacancies,  and  cannot  convince  the  companies  that 
it  is  to  their  interest  to  hire  them  in  place  of  a 
student,  what  will  you  do  about  it?  There  is  only 
one  thing  that  can  be  done.  Just  take  the  position 
you  can  get:  prove  you  are  worthy  of  something 
better,  and  you  will  get  it.  You  will  never  get  any- 
thing by  trying  to  pull  another  down.  Now.  as  a 
conductor,  when  you  were  in  charge,  did  you  like 
for  your  brakemen  to  be  complaining  and  finding 
fault  with  what  you  were  doing,  and  the  work  they 
were  hired  to  perform?  No.  You  would  get  rid  of 
that  brakeman  just  as  soon  as  you  could.  And  on 
the  other  hand,  if  you  had  a  brakeman  who  never 
complained  when  there  was  a  car  to  chain  up  or  a 
hot  box  to  pack,  or  any  of  the  little  unpleasant 
things  that  make  railroad  life  a  burden;  and  he 
always  ready  and  without  complaint  did  all  there 
was  to  do.  were  you  not  always  ready  to  speak  a 
good  word  for  such  a  man  in  the  office?  And 
why?  Simply  because  that  man  was  worthy  of  it. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  trouble  with  the  conduc- 
tor today  is  his  complaining  at  almost  everything 
and  the  officers  have  grown  tired  of  it.  Now  con- 
ductors today,  generally,  do  not  believe  in  senior- 
ity, but  let  the  superintendent  hire  a  conductor 
and  place  him  upon  a  passenger  train  as  conduc- 
tor, and  the  Grievance  Committee  would  be  up 
and  after  that  superintendent  and  want  to  know 
why  this  was  done.  You  say.  if  we  are  not  to  re- 
ceive any  benefits  over  and  above  them  that  are 
not  of  the  Order,  that  you  consider  the  compensa- 
tion insufficient.  That  is  just  what  officials  are 
afraid  of.  Give  some  of  the  members  the  power. 
<».nd  there  would  not  be  any  place  on  earth  for  any- 


one who  was  not  of  the  Order.  Once  more  yom 
say  you  are  not  afraid  of  my  unselfish  letters  mak- 
ing any  converts.  I  did  not  write  to  make  con- 
verts, but  from  true  principle's  sake.  I  believe  in 
justice  to  one  and  all.  let  him  be  student  or  O.  R.  C. 
If  the  superintendent  wants  to  give  him  a  position 
as  conductor,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  except  to  ask 
for  a  better  position  for  myself.  If  the  superin- 
tendent can't  or  won't  give  me  anything  better,  I 
can  stay  or  quit,  just  to  suit  myself. 

Now  do  you  think  I  have  done  the  Order  an  in- 
justice by  my  views?  Well.  I  can  only  say.  the 
Order  is  founded  upon  principles  and  not  selfish 
motives.  The  Order  with  its  true  principle  is  a 
God's  blessing  to  all.  In  time  of  distress  and  want 
it  has  come  to  the  relief  of  many,  and  when  the 
true  principle  Is  adhered  to  there  is  happiness  and 
contentment.  There  is  no  organized  institution 
that  has  more  principle  than  the  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors,  but  there  are  some  of  the  members 
who  in  their  mortal  condition,  forget  the  principle. 
The  Order,  to  the  honest,  thoughtful  conductor,  is 
like  Christianity  to  the  honest  christian:  a  truth 
and  beautiful  to  live.  There  are  expounders  of 
Christianity  who  make  great  mistakes.  For  in- 
stance. Henry  Ward  Beecher,  one  of  the  greatest 
ministers  of  the  christian  faith,  and  none  can  gain- 
say it;  but  he  was  tempted  and  fell  to  the  tempta- 
tion. Did  Christianity  fall  by  the  fall  of  that  one 
man?  The  Order  has  members,  who  had  they 
their  way  and  could  inculcate  their  ideas,  would 
destroy  the  Order  in  a  short  space  of  time.  But. 
thank  God,  there  is  at  the  helm  of  the  good  ship, 
men  who  are  ever  tnoughtful  and  earnest  in  every 
effort  for  the  maintenance  of  the  true  principles 
for  the  life  of  the  Order.  And  with  the  honest  sup- 
port of  the  members  to  the  head  of  each  depart- 
ment, there  is  no  fear.  And  from  my  heart  of 
hearts.  I  hope  that  none  of  my  writing  in  the  past, 
present  or  future,  maybe  or  has  been  an  injury. 

Now.  my  Brother,  you  have  referred  to  my 
christian  principles.  And  let  me  say  you  are  cor- 
rect. It  was  with  a  christian  heart  that  I  wrote.  I 
felt  that  there  should  be  no  contention  among  men. 
And  I  write  with  the  same  feeling  today.  When 
we  throw  away  contention,  live  man  with  man. 
giving  each  other  the  privilege  of  bettering  him- 
self when  and  where  he  can.  this  world  will  not  be 
so  bad  to  live  in.  Man  cannot  nor  never  could 
build  himself  up  on  the  downfall  of  another,  and 
we  should  remember  that  it  is  only  natural  for  a 
man  to  better  himself  and  unnatural  for  him  to 
throw  away  his  opportunities. 

Division  392  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Every- 
thing moving  along  well.  Work  has  been  fairly 
good  and  all  members  have  enjoyed  the  fruits  of 
their  labor  and  are  well  contented,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  we  all  have  our  little  sorrows  and  conten- 
tions in  life  as  befalls  all  others.  The  Division  at 
this  time  is  in  sorrow  over  the  accident  that  befell 
Brother  Ed.  Miller  on  the  night  of  August  27. 
While  Brother  Miller  was  in  the  act  of  getting  on 
the  caboose  of  his  train,  he  was  thrown  in  such  a 
manner  that  one  of  his  feet  was  run  over  and 
crushed,  thereby  necessitating  an  amputation. 
Brother  Miller  is  getting  along  splendidly  and  to 
the  surprise  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  the  sympathy 
of  the  Division  goes  out  to  Brother  Miller  and  his 
family  in  the  hour  of  their  trouble  and  sorrow.  I 
Digitized  by  VjOO^Iv: 
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can  say  that  Brother  Miller  has  one  for  a  wife  and 
companion  who  has  tbe  moral  courage  of  a  Sam- 
son. While  Brother  Miller  was  under  tbe  influence 
of  narcotics,  and  after  the  first  amputation  had 
been  performed,  tbe  surgeons  found  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  perform  tbe  second  amputa- 
tion, on  account  of  the  bone  being  crushed  and  in- 
jured beyond  their  anticipation.  Brother 
Miller's  wife  remained  by  his  side  during:  the  op- 
eration, performing  every  duty  that  a  noble  Wife 
and  companion  can  perform  for  a  husband.  Such 
wives  are  a  God's  blessing:  to  railroad  men. 
San  Bernardino.  Cal.        Martin  L.  Carter. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  332  has  over  forty  members  all  in  good 
standing  and  I  don't  think  we  have  failed  to  hold 
regular  meetings  four  times  a  montb  this  year, 
(regardless  of  heat),  with  an  attendance  of  from 
six  to  twenty-one  members.  We  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  Brother  Frank  Sample  on  August 
&  Brother  Sample  was  on  No.  15  fast  freight,  run- 
ning ahead  of  No.  3  passenger  train.  After  taking 
siding  to  let  No.  3  pass  he  failed  to  close  switch 
and  the  result  was  four  men  out  of  five  killed  in 
caboose  and  engineer  and  fireman  on  passenger 
injured .  but  not  dangerously.  Brother  Sample  lived 
only  a  short  time  after  taken  from  wreck. 

Brothers  C.  M.  Laws.  McCoy.  J.  B.  Clark  and 
Kidd.  have  been  on  sick  list.  Cotton  Belt  officials 
have  adopted  standard  rules  and  our  Brother  A.  C. 
C.  T.  H.  Campbell,  had  the  honor  of  being  in- 
structor prior  to  examinations.  Any  Brother  or 
Brothers  wishing  to  come  to  "Old  Reliable"  had 
better  have  their  eyes  and  £ars  in  good  condition, 
bnt  you  must  be  careful  to  have  no  loose  screws 
above. 

Brother  Wylie  Nash,  who  had  misfortune  to  lose 
a  limb  last  January,  was  elected  to  office  of  city 
treasurer  on  August  31.  The  boys  turned  out  and 
boosted  bim  along,  defeating  his  opponent  by  a 
good  majority.  Brother  J.  A.  Webb  spent  a  few 
days  in  Tennesee  on  a  visit.  Mesdames  John 
Granville  and  W.  A.  Kidd  are  off  on  a  Visit  north 
and  east,  respectively.  Brother  Granville  is  hold- 
ing down  passenger  and  Brother  Kidd  "Irish 
Mail."  during  their  absence.  They  are  never 
known  to  work  while  their  better  halves  are  absent. 
Business  is  good  on  "Old  Reliable"  and  the  boys 
are  taking  advantage  of  the  rush.  Brother  Judy 
sold  his  home  place  in  city  and  is  building  out  of 
city  limits:  what  for.  we  know  not.  but  we  surmise 
to  raise  piglets  and  study  the  constitution.  One 
thing  I  am  sorry  to  say,  we  have  no  Ladies  Aux- 
iliary here,  although  nearly  all  of  our  members 
have  wives.  Member. 

Jonesboro.  Arkansas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

In  order  that  "Mox"  and  the  readers  of  the  Fra- 
ternal columns  of  The  Conductor  may  know  that 
1  was  not  mistaken  or  misinformed  about  certain 
Parts  of  tbe  article  contributed  to  the  July  Con- 
ductor. I  will  say  that  the  article  of  Mr.  Henry 
Howerter.  chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Legislative  Board,  is  my  authority,  and  parts  of 
his  article  contributed  by  him  to  The  Conductor 
August,  1890.  page  647.  are  to  be  found  below: 

"An  Act  for  the  protection  of  railroad  employes, 


providing  for  the  blocking  ot  frogs,  switches  and 
guard  rails,  so  as  to  prevent  the  feet  of  employes 
from  being  caught  therein."  This  bill  was  intro- 
duced by  Brother  Hon.  H.  W.  Schaffstall,  a  mem- 
ber of  Lodge  220.  B.  of  L.  P..  and  of  our  State  Legis- 
lative Beard.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railroads  and  was  unopposed.  The  com- 
mittee reported  favorably  and  it  was  known  as 
House  Bill  No.  425. 

It  grieves  me  to  say  that  on  account  of  the  sena- 
torial squabble,  which  reigned  during  the  entire 
session,  the  legislature  adjourned  sine  die  before  a 
vote  could  be  reached.  We  have  not  by  any  means 
given  up  hope,  as  we  intend  to  strengthen  our 
forces  and  fight  on  this  same  line  next  session,  and 
expect  to  win.  As  for  the  political  fairy  tale,  that 
Brother  H.  was  forced  to  take  the  nomination  for 
auditor  general  because  of  the  two  term  rule  in 
his  district,  after  having  served  two  terms  in  the 
house  and  two  terms  in  the  senate.  1  will  refer  to 
The  Conductor.  July.  1897.  page  519.  where  it  is 
shown  that  Brotber  Howerter  was  an  aspirant  for 
the  nomination  at  that  time,  and  was  indorsed  for 
the  position  at  a  joint  meeting  of  railwayemployes 
held  in  Harrisburg  at  that  time.  Brother  How- 
erter had  served  only  one  term  in  che  senate. 
Brother  H.  did  have  in  charge  in  tbe  senate  tbe 
Weiler  bill- the  bill  that  did  (not)  protect  em- 
ployes in  their  right  to  belong  to  labor  organiza- 
tions If  a  man  with  the  brain  and  intelligence 
that  is  required  to  run  a  railway  train,  and  who  is 
serving  his  fourth  term  in  the  legislature  of  his 
state,  does  not  know,  and  will  not  take  the  tr.  »uble 
to  find  out.  whether  the  bill  he  has  in  charge  is 
class  legislation  or  not.  or  whether  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional, the  quicker  we  have  all  lawyers  to  repre- 
sent us  in  our  legislatures  the  better  it  will  be  for 
us.  As  the  writer  is  a  Pennsylvanian.  born  and 
bred,  having  lived  in  that  state  forty  years,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  tell  him  the  conditions  under 
which  it  is  only  possible  to  receive  agnomination 
for  a  state  office  or  the  legislature  from  the  boss 
of  the  dominant  party  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

In  order  to  help  our  Brothers  of  all  railway  labor 
orders,  the  writer  suggests  that  tbe  grand  officers 
of  all  the  orders,  instead  of  making  their  usual 
visits  to  lodges  and  divisions  during  the  next  six 
weeks,  let  them  form  themselves  into  parties  of 
campaign  speakers  and  stump  the  states  of  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Ohio.  Indiana.  Illinois  and 
Maryland.  These  are  considered  the  pivotal  states 
in  this  campaign,  and  contain  more  railway  em- 
ployes, many  times  over,  than  the  majority  vote  of 
the  dominant  party  in  past  elections  in  thos« 
states.  Let  the  grand  officers  say  on  the  stump, 
and  in  the  journals  of  their  respective  orders,  that 
they  have  thrown  aside  past  party  affiliations  dur- 
ing the  present  campaign,  and  that  they  want 
railway  employes  of  all  classes,  within  and  with- 
out the  orders,  to  rally  to  their  support  in  demand- 
ing from  party  managers  and  presidential  candi- 
dates their  support  in  congress  and  state  legisla- 
turesof  legislation  that  will  protect  us  when  we  are 
seeking  from  the  railway  companies  the  ameliora- 
tion of  our  grievances.  Let  our  Grand  Officers 
declare  our  "paramount  issue"  to  be  tbe  age  limit 
and  right  to  belong  to  labor  organizations.  Go  into 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  with  these  issues  and 
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see  what  you  will  be  able  to  do  with  the  Read- 
ing Railroad.  Brothers,  don't  let  your  minds  be 
carried  away  with  the  politician's  "paramount 
issues." 

If  the  leaders  of  the  railway  labors  orders  will 
go  into  this  campaign  in  this  way.  there  will  be  an 
exhibition  of  fraternal  patriotism  among  members 
of  all  the  orders.  Those  who  would  not  or  could 
not  belong  to  the  orders,  will  join  us  in  this  work. 

'  Trainmen  of  all  classes  such  as  agents,  operators, 
section  men.  freight  handlers,  shopmen.  Such  a 
force  will  rally  around  the  banners  of  the  railway 
labor  orders  and  to  the  support  of  its  leaders,  as 
will  make  any  political  field  marshal  sure  of  suc- 
cess and  strike  terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  party 
candidates  and  managers,  so  that  they  will  be 
glad  to  comply  with  the  demand  for  fair  legisla- 
tion, which  in  the  past  has  been  refused  us.  If  all 
the  party  candidates  and  managers  will  pledge 
themselves  to  give  us  the  legislation  that  we  need, 
then  our  leaders  can  say.  Brothers,  we  have  ob- 
tained what  we  began  this  campaign  for.  and  you 
are  now  at  liberty  to  resume  the  party  affiliations 
that  you  have  held  in  the  past.  It  was  Emerson 
who  said.  "America  is  a  country  of  opportunities." 
This  is  one  of  our  opportunities.  Will  we  let  it 

.  pass  by?  These  opportunities  are  presenting 
themselves  in  frequent  and  various  ways:  we  must 
be  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

Brother  Welch  in  a  recent  article  referred  to  the 
ideas  advocated  by  the  writer  as  a  "new  plan." 
Political  work  in  Germany  has  been  carried  out 
on  these  lines  since  1870  by  those  who  are  oppressed 
by  the  harsh  laws  of  a  military  monarchy.  At  the 
close  of  the  French-Prussian  war  the  government 
expelled  from  Germany  certain  religious  bodies  of 
men  and  women.  The  people  of  their  faith,  under 
able  leaders,  elected  representatives  to  the 
Reichstag  or  lower  house  of  the  German  Congress. 
Through  the  work  of  these  legislators  the  govern- 
ment was  compelled  to  allow  the  return  of  the 
members  of  the  expelled  religious  orders.  After 
the  formation  of  the  clerical  party,  other  associa- 
tions of  men  elected  representatives  to  the 
Reichstag  and  have  secured  benefits  in  that  way 
from  oppressive  laws  that  they  could  not  get  in 
any  other.  To  show  how  this  has  been  accom- 
plished you  are  referred  to  the  movement  by  the 
Emperor  to  secure  from  the  Reichstag  an  appro- 
priation of  $428,000,000  for  new  ships  for  the  navy. 
To  get  this  grant  of  money  he  had  to  have  the 
votes  of  the  representatives  in  the  Reichstag  of 
the  Social  Democrats.  In  exchange  for  their 
votes  the  Emperor  consented  to  the  abolition  of 
the  law  against  workingmen's  association.  He 
also  withdrew  the  anti-strike  bill,  a  pet  measure  of 
his.  that  he  wanted  the  Reichstag  to  make  a  law. 
The  Agrarians  also  forced  the  Emperor  to  abandon 
at  the  same  time  his  canal  scheme.  So  it  can  be 
seen  that  the  ideas  advocated  by  the  writer  are 
not  new  or  original  with  him;  that  they  are  not 
experiments,  but  in  successful  operation. 

Membership  in  the  Reichstag  is  divided  among 
the  parties  as  follows:  Conservatives  54. 1 m  pe rial- 
is  ts  23.  Anti  Semites  9.  Clericals  104.  Poles  14. 
National  Liberals  48,  Liberal  Union  12.  Liberal 
People's  Party  29.  National  People's  Party  8.  Social 

'  Democrats  55.  Alsatians  8.  Independents  30.  (New 
York  World  1900  Almanac.)   The  Social  Democrat 


leaders  have  made  great  sacrifices  for  their  princi- 
ples. In  this  country  we  can  "cuss  out"  anybody, 
so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned,  from  president  to 
dog  catcher,  but  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  the 
German  Emperor  is  a  prison  offense.  The  Social 
Democrat  leaders  have  been  forced  to  pay  heavy 
fines  and  submit  to  long  terms  of  imprisonment, 
but  they  have  the  love  and  support  of  their  people 
at  all  times.  At  the  funeral  of  Herr  Leibknecht.  a 
leader  who  died  recently.  50.000  workingmen  fol- 
lowed his  remains  through  the  streets  of  Berlin  to 
their  last  resting  place. 

If  the  leaders  of  the  railway  labor  orders  go  into 
this  campaign,  or  were  in  congress,  and  the  same 
methods  employed  as  are  used  by  the  leaders  of 
the  workingmen  of  Germany,  it  would  be  possible 
to  have  placed  among  the  laws  of  our  country 
compulsory  arbitration  and  the  contempt  bill. 

Miami.  Fla.  American. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Brother  B.  F.  Osborn.  you  have  outlined  the 
most  sensible  and  practicable  idea  to  maintain 
the  middle-aged  and  old  veteran  conductors  I  have 
yet  read,  and  I  vote  you  a  pair  of  shoulder  straps 
with  three  stars.  Brother  Tim  Farrell  comes  in  a 
good  second,  right  and  sensible  on  the  insurance 
question,  and  when  you  get  the  grand  bounce  you 
shall  be  appointed  superintendent  of  the  shoe 
department  of  the  conductors  industrial  home, 
while  I  will  preside  over  the  ladies  department  of 
tailor  made  gowns,  lingeril.  etc.,  including  a  knit- 
ting of  fancy  and  plain  hose  for  both  sexes.  My  wife 
is  a  French  lady  and  has  thirty-five  years  exper- 
ience with  Worth  Pain's  system  of  cutting-  which  I 
secured  during  my  visit  to  World's  Fair.  We  will 
have  a  school  in  which  we  can  teach  any  Sister  of 
ordinary  intelligence,  to  cut  basque,  sleeves, 
skirts,  tea  gowns,  wrappers,  etc.,  in  one  or  two 
days— there  is  no  fitting  to  do.  Thousands  of 
American  women  send  their  correct  measures  to 
Worth  for  gowns. 

Now,  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  are  not  going  to  get 
left  in  this  industrial  shop,  and  they  are  going  to 
have  a  row  of  Swiss  cottages  to  live  in  with  their 
old  conductors  and  the  children.  That's  what  my 
better  half  says,  and  what  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C. 
says  is  law,  and  don't  any  of  you  for  a  moment 
forget  it.  Just  to  show  you  we  mean  business  and 
understand  our  business,  we  will  send  any  Sister 
of  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  a  perfect  fitting  pattern!  for 
any  style  of  garment,  on  receipt  of  correct  meas- 
ure and  six  two  cents  postage  stamps.  The  system 
can  be  taught  by  mail;  rule  and  chart  furnished  at 
$1.00.  good  profit.  I  believe  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C. 
would  have  the  largest  share  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness. 1  should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  the  Sisters 
on  this  subject. 

Brother  J.  Dwyer  says  he  has  been  reading  the 
letters  of  Brother  Gauss  and  Capt.  Barber,  but 
cannot  grasp  our  ideas  of  government.  Too  bad! 
We  are  awfully  sorry  that  the  language  of  our 
letters  are  altoeether  too  copious  for  your  com- 
prehension. Brother  Dwyer.  read  them  over 
again,  especially  my  platform  with  my  ideas  of 
government.  I  had  thought  it  so  plain  and  simple 
as  not  to  need  further  explanations.  Perhaps  that 
is  the  reason  no  one  has  yet  manifested  a  desire  to 
join  my  party.   However.  I  think  my  ideas  are 
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fully  as  sound  as  some  others.  For  instance,  we 
ru.'f  sis  candidates  who  want  to  be  president  of 
the  United  States.  E*ch  one  evolves  the  most 
peculiar  ideas.  If  they  were  put  forth  by  aprivate 
citizen  his  neighbors  would  begrin  to  wonder  »chat 
was  the  matter  with  him.  but  because  they 
emanate  from  a  candidate,  or  candidates  of  several 
political  parties,  many  affect  to  consider  their 
entrances  as  possessing  the  highest  wisdom.  One 
of  these  candidates  is  stumping  Pennsylvania. 
This  is  a  happy  thought.  All  the  others  should  be 
■anted  to  come  here  by  all  means.  Men  generally 
are  much  like  the  old  moonshiner  in  North  Caro- 
lina, where  the  religious  ideas  that  are  otherwise 
hand  do  not  exclude  the  free  use  of  mountain  dew, 
made  especially  for  snake  bite,  such  as  Hot 
Tamales  and  Passthevinegar  are  frequently  sub- 
ject to.  He  delivered  his  lecture  in  a  church,  and. 
warming  up  to  his  subject,  declared  that  the  Bible 
prohibited  the  drinking  of  alcohol.  Immediately 
a  lone,  lank  member  interrupted:  "There  ain't  no 
mkb  thing  in  the  Bible,"  he  said:  "read  it  from 
Genesis  to  Revelation,  from  kiver  to  kiver.  and 
roii  can  find  only  one  man  who  asked  for  water, 
and  he  only  wanted  a  single  drap,"  and  what's 
more,  declared  th*  mountain  member  in  proration, 
he  didn't  git  to  heaven."  Candidates  who  de- 
liberately misrepresent  conditions  are  not  likely 
to  ret  there/ either.  However.  I  think  all  O.  R.  C. 
members  are  safe. 
Titnsville.  Pa.       Capt.  Geo.  W.  Barber.  Jr. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  115  is  still  located  in  San  Francisco.  Cal- 
ifornia- I  make  this  announcement  for  the  benefit 
of  the  members  of  Division  115  who  do  not  attend 
Division  meetings,  but  you  can  see  them  on  their 
tTains  and  other  places  supporting  a  charm  as 
large  as  a  Mexican  doby  dollar  and  telling  their 
passengers  "this  is  an  O.  R.  C.  charm:  I  belong  to 
the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors."  How  do  we 
know  yon  are  a  member?  Not  by  your  presence  at 
oar  meetings:  only  by  seeing  your  sign  hanging  to 
your  chain.  Now  I  will  ask  these  same  conductors 
where  were  you  on  Saturday  night.  September 
1st?  We  bad  a  candidate  in  waiting  to  be  obli- 
gated. Brother  Haley's  second  trip  down  from 
Fresno  to  be  obligated.  We  did  not  want  him  to 
go  away  and  have  to  lay  off  again,  just  because 
some  of  oar  members  are  more  interested  in  some 
play  or  game  tban  they  are  in  the  good  of  the 
Order. 

Some  of  our  correspondents  claim  a  Brother 
should  not  be  allowed  to  represent  their  Division 
■t  Grand  Division  as  a  delegate  unless  he  is  in 
active  service  as  a  conductor.  Now.  I  will  ask 
yon  who  keeps  up  the  Division?  Who  attends 
erery  meeting?  It  is  just  such  Brothers  as  Tom 
Billingslee.  Thomas'L.  Schuck.  Major  M.  M.  Thorp 
and  R.  H.  Plant  that  keep  El  Capitan  Division 
from  losing  its  charter,  but  are  none  good  enough 
to  be  sent  as  a  delegate  because  they  are  not  run- 
Ding  passenger  trains?  Thev  know  more  about 
the  workings  of  the  Grand  Division  than  the 
Brother  who  don't  attend  bis  Division,  and  if  five 
w  *i*  of  the  old  "has-beens"  should  stay  at  home  for 
» few  meetings  the  Grand  Chief  would  come  and 
claim  our  charter.  Now,  Brothers,  look  outl 
Come  to  tne  Division  while  you  are  o.  k.  and  not 


in  trouble,  for  you  know  as  soon  as  the  shoe  begins 
to  pinch  you  fly  to  the  Division  and  cry:  "Send  the 
general  committee  of  adjustment  out."  "I  am 
suspended  and  I  did  not  do  anything."  In  the 
past  I  always  spoke  of  good  attendance  at  our 
meetings.  I  am  not  like  George  and  his  little 
hatchet,  for  I  can  and  did  tell  a  lie.  Brother  T. 
L.  Schuck.  there  is  not  much  Santa  Fe  in  this. 
Poor  Galveston.  I  hope  wc  may  do  something  at 
our  next  meeting  for  those  in  need. 
San  Francisco,  Cal.      Milton  G.  Pumphrey. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  No.  80  is  still  struggling  along  with  its 
ups  and  downs,  but  always  with  a  good  attendance. 
At  most  every  meeting  there  is  some  one  who  is 
eligible  to  ride  the  old  sharp-back  Billy,  and  at 
last  lose  his  life.  Business  has  been  a  little  slack 
on  our  division,  but  we  are  expecting  an  increase 
soon.  The  Sherbrook  Flyer  that  was  run  by 
Brothers  Hagar  and  Boyle  has  been  discontinued 
for  the  winter.  Brothers  Griggs  and  Connor  are 
running  the  Halifax  Express.  Brother  Westover 
and  his  crew  left  Newport  shaved  smooth.  They 
look  like  a  boy  team,  but  they  say  it  is  according 
to  the  standard  rule.  I  hope  if  it  is  it  will  not  be 
enforced,  as  we  have  some  ugly  old  faces  on  our 
division.  Grand  Chief  Conductor  Clark  and  Grand 
Master  Morrissey  were  in  Montreal  and  arranged 
a  very  satisfactory  adjustment  between  company 
and  men.  I  will  say  that  our  organization  should 
be  proud  of  both  men.  They  left  a  very  favorable 
impression  among  all  men  they  came  in  contact 
with,  and  they  will  always  be  welcomed  here. 

Newport.  Vt.  J.  H.  Sheldon. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

For  fear  of  losing  my  position  in  Division  112.  I 
will  let  you  know  that  we  as  a  Division  have  not 
been  very  much  alive  during  the  heated  term  and 
do  not  think  that  O.  R.  C.  business  will  boom  very 
much  until  after  the  election,  for  railroad  men  are 
getting  interested  more  and  more  in  politics  and 
questions  pertaining  to  their  calling  every  day, 
and  at  all  their  meetings  you  will  see  them  at  the 
front. 

I  was  at  the  Illinois  Railroad  and  Telegrapher  Em- 
ployes' League  at  Chicago,  Sept.  1,  and  to  see  the 
interest  they  took  there  was  somtbing  different 
from  a  few  years  ago.  It  was  all  union  meetings, 
and  then  it  ran  along  on  the  strike  question,  but 
now  we  are  as  a  labor  class  beginning  to  find  out 
an  easier  way  to  settle  our  grievances  and  that  is 
by  casting  our  ballots  at  the  polls  for  a  candidate 
that  will  help  others  to  make  laws  for  the  labor 
classes. 

I  am  watching  with  great  interest  the  campaign 
in  Missouri  for  Brother  Joe  Flory,  and  if  he  is 
elected  on  the  ticket  in  a  democratic  state  you  will 
see.  Brothers,  what  the  labor  vote  can  do.  He  had 
ought  to  win  with  such  stumpers  as  Brother  Billy 
Welsh  of  Division  55.  who  could  almost  make  a 
blind  mule  see.  He  will  surely  carry  the  ticket  to 
sure  victory.  How  I  should  like  to  have  been  to 
Sedalia.  at  that  big  meeting,  but  must  say  that  if 
Brother  Flory  is  elected,  we.  as  Brothers  of  the  O. 
R.  C  should  be  at  his  inauguration  as  a  body,  and 
throwing  politics  aside,  welcome  him  as  the 
representative  of  a  new  party  called  "Labor." 
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There  were  other  Brothers  from  abroad  to  our 
meeting  besides  BrotLer  Walsh,  holding  state  or 
government  positions.  Brother  Ray  of  the  Army: 
Brother  Jearcebrew.  of  Wisconsin:  Bother  Taylor, 
of  Ohio,  also  other  Brothers  from  other  states  in 
service  of  the  railroads,  and  to  say  this  league  here 
in  Illinois  is  in  for  business  and  to  stay,  and  all 
classes  of  employes  were  there  and  that  is  what 
keeps  up  the  interest  of  the  men  in  railway  service 
If  only  one  class  was  represented,  then  interest 
would  soon  die  out. 

I  attended  a  meeting  of  Division  1.  September 
2  and  Brother  Kilpatrick  said  it  was  an  off  day  for 
No.  1.  {Goat  had  no  food  to  try  his  jaws  on.)  I  felt 
sorry  for  the  *uat.  also  for  myself,  for  I  do  enjoy 
seeing  this  same  old  goat  and  Brother  Connors  do 
up  a  candidate  for  we  arc  sure  of  a  treat  from  this 
victim,  if  they  (the  goa.  and  Brother  C.)  will  let 
up  on  him.  but  it  is  not  always  that  you  can  get 
them  to  let  go,  for  Brotber  Connors  is  one  of  the 
old  stayers  and  I  know  he  misses  Brother  Sadd.  I 
know  I  did  and  was  sorry  to  hear  of  his  sickness 
bnt  hope  he  will  soon  be  out  among  the  Brothers 
again.  Brotber  Warren  was  in  front  as  always  and 
will  say  that  all  officers  were  there  and  no  ritual  in 
sight.  That  is  the  way  they  have  their  work  done. 
There  was  a  telegram  sent  to  Brother  Flory  and 
also  a  Brother  sent  to  Sedalia  Tuesday.  Sept.  4. 
to  represent  No.  1.  of  the  O.  R.  C.  and  if  that  is  not 
showing  Brotherly  feeling  I  fail  to  see  it. 

Well,  now  tor  home.  We  are  done  with  the  test 
and  hope  that  we  can  be  done  with  the  big  engines 
(639  and  640.)  Business  has  been  quite  good  all 
summer  and  does  not  show  any  abatement  as  yet 
and  all  conductors  that  have  been  on  the  extra  list 
have  bad  all  the  work  they  wanted  to  do.  But  our 
grievance  here  is  the  student.  They  will  employ 
none  but  them.  Of  course  you  know  that  is  what 
makes  it  interesting  for  a  conductor;  60  cars:  stu- 
dents ahead,  and  students  behind,  and  tben  stand 
it  all  if  anything  goes  wrong.  I  am  willing  to 
teach  one  man  at  a  time,  but  when  you  say  two. 
then  I  think  we  are  crowded.  Now.  Brothers,  what 
is  the  remedy  and  how  applied?  I  think  a  free 
discussion  on  this  had  ought  to  be  taken  up;  then 
maybe  we  could  help  the  old  conductor  and  let 
him  live  at  home  with  his  family  and  not  have  to 
build  a  borne  for  him.  But  let  them,  as  Brotber 
Walsh  says,  adapt  themselves  to  the  new  style  of 
things,  for  if  a  home  was  now  ready  it  would  be 
filled  at  once.  and.  I  would  say.  by  some  as  able  to 
work  as  I  am  now  myself.  This  home  may  be 
alright,  but  I  am  more  in  favor  of  keeping  up  the 
home  at  Highland  Park.  The  members  there  we 
know  need  aid,  so,  Brothers,  send  in  your  assistance 
and  not  be  backward.  No.  1  drew  it  a  check  for 
$25  00.  Now  that  is  my  way  of  assistance.  Send  along 
the  check  so  that  eight  or  nine  Brothers  there  will 
feel  this  winter  when  they  sit  by  a  warm  fire  and  a 
full  table  that  they  are  members  of  such  a  band  of 
Brothers.  I  think  that  Division  121.  L.  A.  to  O.  R. 
C.  will  not  get  us  Brothers  of  Division  112  to  visit 
them  again,  for  such  a  band  you  never  saw.  Just 
like  Dewey— whip  you  to  a  finish.  Now  for  my  part 
I  was  there,  and  came  away  with  my  pockets  turned 
inside  out  and  came  very  near  losing  my  coat, 
but  as  I  did  not  have  a  shirtwaist  on,  some  had 
pity  on  me  and  let  me  retain  it.  But  some  that 
were  there  showed  me  no  pity— me  a  poor  orphan. 


Now  I  can  prove  all  this  by  nine  other  good  and 
well-fed  Brothers  of  112.  but  will  not  name  them  but 
let  the  correspondent  of  their  Division  do  this,  that 
is.  if  she  is  alive  and  well  fed.  Brother  J.  L.  Davis, 
our  Secretary,  has  quit  railroading  and  gone  into 
his  shop  store.  Brother  Cooper  has  gone  a  step 
higher  and  is  now  in  passenger  service,  so  we  do 
not  see  the  old  stand-bys  much.  The  Brothers  that 
take  their  places  must  come  to  meeting  once  in  a 
while  so  that  if  I  meet  you  on  the  street  I  may 
know  you  are  members.  Unless  a  brother  is 
sick  or  out  of  town  there  should  be  no  excuse  for 
non-attendance,  for  there  is  where  all  business  of 
the  O.  R.  C.  should  be  transacted,  not  on  corners  or 
in  cabooses.  Suppose  that  our  Grand  Officers 
should  skip  their  office  at  head  quarters,  what  a 
howl  you  would  make.  Of  course  you  will  say. 
they  get  paid  for  it.  That  is  true,  but  do  you  not 
get  paid  to  tend  your  Division  meetings?  If  you 
do  not.  something  is  wrong  and  should  be  seen  to 
at  once.  Now  I  get  paid  regularly  and  by  the  O. 
R.  C.  First,  by  keeping  our  local  Division  alive, 
and  second,  by  being  always  ready  to  assist  a 
needy  Brother  with  his  grievance  and  also  let  some 
of  these  railroad  officials  know  that  there  is  such  a 
thing  on  this  district  as  an  O.  R.  C.  and  in  fact 
there  is  not  a  day  but  what  we  members  get  paid  a 
little  by  attending  meetings.  Now.  Brothers  of 
Champaign  district,  come  up  once  in  a  while  so 
that  I  may  know  you.  C.  S.  Harris. 

Centralia.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Work  on  the  C.  &  O.  has  greatly  increased. 
James  River  division  has  added  another  crew 
making  seventeen  through  freight  crews.  Our 
manifest  trains,  90  and  98.  have  been  cut  down  to 
45  and  50  cars  in  order  to  make  time.  Six  new 
brakemen  have  been  employed  and  more  will  be 
needed  as  soon  as  weather  is  cold  enough  to  cut 
trains  down  to  winter  tonnage.  Brakemen  before 
employed  are  required  to  stand,  what  they  call,  a 
rigid  examination.  Our  trainmaster  is  fitted  for  a 
professor  as  well  as  a  trainmaster.  This  examina- 
tion is  what  he  calls  simple:  First,  write  the  train- 
master a  letter  applying  for  a  situation  as  brake- 
man.  The  writing,  spelling  and  punctuation  will 
be  checked  carefully  and  if  all  O.  K.,  a  book  of 
rules  will  be  furnished  and  a  permit  to  learn  tho 
road  after  a  few  questions  are  asked,  such  as  the 
following: 

"Through  what  states  is  the  C.  &  O.  built?  Bound 
Kentucky.  West  Virginia,  and  Virginia?  What 
direction  is  Clifton  Forge  from  the  north  pole? 
What  is  the  center  of  gravity?  What  is  the  center 
of  magnitude?  What  is  the  center  of  motion? 
Which  part  of  a  wheel  moves  with  the  greatest 
velocity?  How  do  car  wheels  keep  up  with  each 
other  on  a  curve  when  they  are  stationary  on  their 
journals  and  the  outside  rail  is  on  the  largest 
circle?  If  you  measure  with  a  cord,  sixty-two  feet 
long  on  a  curve  of  railroad  track  and  the  middle  of 
cord  is  eight  inches  from  the  rail,  what  degree  is 
curve?  What  is  an  angle?  Explain  the  difference 
between  an  equilateral  isosceles  and  scaleen  tri- 
angle? If  the  base  of  a  rigbtangle  -triangle  is 
twelve  feet  and  the  altitude  is  twelve  feet,  what  is 
the  length  of  its  hypothenuse?  Divide  three  thou- 
sand dollars  between  the  railroad  company  and 
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the  employes  so  the  railroad  company  will  have 
one  third  more  money  than  the  employes.  How 
does  physical  and  chemical  phenomena  differ  from 
each  other?  What  is  the  difference  between  oxy- 
gen and  an  oxide?  Why  does  iron  rust?  How  is 
steel  made  from  iron?  What  is  brass?  Why  do 
we  brass  cars?  Why  is  salt  used  to  freeze  cream 
and  to  melt  snow  out  of  switches?  What  is  an 
element?  How  many  elements  are  now  known? 
Of  what  nationality  was  Columbus?  What  relation 
was  King  James  VI.  of  Scotland  to  Kin 2  James  the 
I.  of  England?  What  is  a  copulative  verb? 
Parse  Paradise  Lost?" 

It  is  not  necessary  to  answer  the  above  questions 
to  be  a  good  brakeman.  I  will  not  say  anything 
against  it  for  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  our  Order  some 
day. 

Brother  Wood,  one  of  our  local  freight  conduc- 
tors, was  promoted  to  passenger  conductor.  He 
had  been  running  the  local  for  about  twelve  years. 
He  finds  punching  tickets  more  pleasant  than 
chaining  up  cars. 

Brother  T.  A.  Eads  has  accepted  the  local  freight 
between  Clifton  Forge  and  Lynchburg.  I  think 
he  is  stuck  on  his  run  as  he  stays  by  it  day  and 
night.  Brother  "Sandy"  Caliham  has  returned 
from  Indianapolis.  Ind..  where  he  has  been  spend- 
ing two  weeks  vacation.  Brother  J.  H.  Baker  is 
convalescent  from  a  severe  attack  of  la  grippe. 
His  trip  to  Europe  has  been  postponed  on  account 
of  his  illness.  Refering  to  letters  in  The  Con- 
ductor of  a  previous  issue  in  regard  to  Sunday 
meetings.  I  will  not  say  whether  our  Brothers  are 
right  or  wrong  in  so  doing,  but  will  say.  Division 
184  will  take  the  safe  side  and  run  no  risk.  We  feel 
that  we  have  enough  to  answer  for  in  the  great 
hereafter,  when  we  shall  go  we  know  not  where. 
It  cannot  be  that  earth  is  man's  only  abiding  place. 
Our  lives  are  like  a  bubble  cast  upon  the  ocean  of 
eternity  to  float  another  moment  upon  its  surface 
and  then  sink  into  nothingness  and  (darkness  for- 
ever. "The  Sabbath  is  to  be  sanctified  by  holy 
resting  all  that  day.  even  from  such  worldly  em- 
ployments and  recreations  as  are  lawful  on  other 
days,  and  spending  the  whole  time  in  public  and 
private  worship,  except  so  much  as  is  taken  up  in 
the  works  of  necessity  or  mercy."  I  am  glad  to 
note  that  there  is  another  Brother  who  does  not 
believe  in  Sunday  meetings  when  they  can  be  de- 
ferred until  a  week  day.  This  Brother  is  said  to 
live  where  the  wind  will  blow  the  buttons  from 
your  coat.  I  am  sure  if  be  observes  the  Sabbath 
day  and  keeps  it  holy  and  all  other  command- 
ments he  will  not  go  to  the  place  where  his  buttons 
will  be  scorched  off.  but  will  enter  the  pearly  gate 
with  a  large  pair  of  wings  as  pure  and  white  as 
the  snow  from  alpine  heights  thrice  bleached. 

Clifton  Forge.  Va.  P.  A.  McDaniel. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

All  is  moving  along  very  nicely.  Business  may 
not  be  as  brisk  as  some  us  would  like,  but  perhaps 
we  get  about  as  much  as  we  can  do  with  justice  to 
ourselves. 

The  industries  throughout  have  not  been  so  en- 
couraging for  years,  and  each  political  faction  can 
explain  the  direct  cause  with  perfect  satisfaction 
to  himself  and  can  ever  go  further  and  point  out 
the  great  pending  dangers  that  not  only  threaten 


our  own  domicile  but.  the  foreign.  It  has  been  one 
of  mv  efforts  not  to  cross  a  bridge  till  I  get  to  it.  A 
number  of  my  friends  are  all  the  time  punching 
me  about  not  writing  a  letter  every  week.  They 
do  not  know  what  kind  of  an  effect  it  has  on  me  to 
write  a  letter.  I  have  tried  it  several  times  and 
each  time  it  has  made  me  sick.  I  am  not  feeling 
well  now  Would  say  that  I  am  chilling  but  do  not 
like  to  acknowledge  anything  else  but  that  we  are 
at  all  times  in  good  humor,  have  plenty  to  do.  and 
in  good  health  and  that  is  about  right  now.  too. 

Brother  Corbitt  paid  us  a  delightful  visit  not 
long  since.  We  liked  him  from  the  start  and  he 
liked  us.  I  guess.  He  did  not  criticise  us.  but 
talked  very  nice  to  us  and  many  things  he  said 
were  pleasant  for  us  to  bear  and  good  for  us  to 
know.  We  would  like  to  have  him  come  and  see 
us  right  often.  Mr.  Pierce  Suddeth  one  of  our 
young  conductors,  has  been  behaving  rather  oddly 
for  some  time:  so  much  so  that  it  has  become  part 
of  the  whispering.and.no  doubt,  in  the  near  future 
his  actions  will  be  self  explanatory,  and  instead  of 
whispers  it  will  be  congratulations.  Go  it!  it  takes 
a  man  of  self-confidence,  nerve  and  will.  You  will 
never  succeed  if  you  never  try.  You  have  my 
best  wishes. 

Brother  J.  M.  Lawton.  who  is  spending  the  sum- 
mer at  Asheville.  N.  C.  we  are  glad  to  learn,  is 
gaining  in  health  very  perceptibly,  and  is  only 
waiting  a  few  days  longer  for  the  frost  to  fall  when 
he  will  return  to  his  train.  Brother  Lawton  is  one 
of  the  best  known,  and  most  popular  conductors 
who  runs  into  Atlanta,  and  his  return  will  be  hailed 
with  delight.  J.  D.  Goforth. 

Atlanta.  Ga. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

There  has  been  considerable  said  of  late  relative 
to  the  proposition  for  a  home  for  aged  conductors 
who  are  poor,  old  and  only  in  the  way.  Poor  fel- 
lows !  That  would  be  a  good  proposition ,  no  doubt, 
but  if  there  is  a  place  prepared  for  us  to  rust  out 
tbe  later  part  of  our  days,  is  there  not  a  possible 
chance  of  a  man  laying  back  on  his  oars  and  think- 
ing, not  of  tomorrow,  knowing  full  well  that  he 
will  be  taken  care  of?  Now  this  home  may  be  a 
good  thing.  Sometimes  I  ask  myself  this  ques- 
tion: Are  the  American  people  degenerating  so 
far  as  frugality  and  thrift  is  concerned?  Did  your 
father  and  mine  have  to  have  a  home  to  go  to 
when  they  became  old  or  did  they  wield  the  ax, 
saw  and  the  hammer  and  hew  themselves  out  a 
home  in  the  forests,  almost  primeval,  building  up 
a  character  in  all  that  goes  to  make  up  a  man? 
Now  I  want  to  ask  you  this  question:  Which  is 
the  best  home:  the  one  that  is  mine,  or  the  one 
that  I  have  only  got  a  dying  chance  in?  Abe  Lin- 
cota  said:  "This  reminds  me  of  a  story.  A  poor 
"broke'  Jew  continually  haunted  a  faro  game. 
One  day  the  dealer  asked  him  why  it  was  that  he 
continually  hung  around  there,  as  he  never  had  any 
money  to  place  on  the  layout?  'Why.  Mr.  Dealer.  I 
am  taking  a  dying  chance.'  Not  being  clearly 
understood,  he  was  pressed  for  a  further  explana- 
tion. He  said.  "Well,  don't  you  see.  I  am  just  watch- 
ing the  players  when  they  put  down  a  bet  and  if 
one  of  them  drops  dead  I  will  just  cop  tbe 
sleeper.'  "  And  so  I  think  that  he  who  waits  for 
dead  men's  shoes  will  long  go  barefooted. 
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I  do  think  that  there-is  no  excuse  for  the  average 
conductor  in  not  having:  enough  laid  up  for  his  de- 
clining; years.  We.are  getting  good  wages  for  our 
labor,  and  it  doeslseem  to  me  that  if  a  man  wants 
to  do  tbe  fair  thing  withlhimself  and  his  family, 
he  would  think  of  his  personal  home  first.  If  he 
did  that,  I  don't  think  that  it  would  be  very  long 
before  he  came  into  posession  of  one.  and  then  the 
question  would  be  solved  :of  dying  in  the  poor 
house,  I  am  afraid  thatja'great  many  will  have  it 
to  say.  that  the  harvest  is  past,  the  summer  is 
ended  and  1  am  not  saved.  May  the  dear  Lord 
help  us  to  take  advantage, lof  this  harvest  time 
before  it  is  everlastingly.toojlate.  We  have  a  good 
many  conductors  on  our  Division  who  have  saved 
up  a  nice  little  sum  of  money  and  have  invested  it. 
some  in  cattle  Iranches.JandXsome  in  stores,  and 
they  are  building  up  a  business  for  themselves, 
something  that  will  keeplthem  in  their  old  age. 

And  again.  I  see  some  that  have  a  champagne 
appetite  with  a  beer  salary.  And  again  I  see  some 
who  spend  their  time  in  saloons  and  gambling 
houses  and  other  placeslofubad  repute,  and  if  you 
ask  their  grocer  or  tailorJ.iflthese  men  pay  their 
bills  they  say.  "no."  They  ask.  can  you  tell  them 
why  it  is  so?  Yes:  I  can.  It  is  because  they  spend 
their  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  for 
that  which  satisfieth  not.  I  do  hope  that  there  will 
come  a  time  when  these  dear  fellows  will  see  the 
error  of  their  ways  andjturn  to  the  Author  of  our 
faith  and  live. 

We  are  having  a  good  business  on  the  road  just 
at  present  and  everybody  {ought  to  be  happy. 
There  will  be  a  great  many  of  us  boys  go  to  the 
general  conferencejof  the]Y.  M.  C.  A.,  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia  this  month,  and  that  speaks  well  for 
the  railroad  men  of  this  place.  We  are  glad  to  see 
so  many  taking  interest  in  this  christian  work. 
Since  my  last  letter,  oneloflour  best  members  has 
again  been  put  to  work.tendEwe  feel  glad  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  squared  up  the  charge  against 
him.  We  have  also  lost  one  or  two  more  on 
account  of  one  thing  or  another,  but  this  is  the  evo- 
lution of  a  railroad  man  from  gold  band  to  the 
point.  Moral:  "As  a  man  sows  so  shall  he  reap. 
Sow  the  wind  and  you  shall  surely  reap  the  whirl- 
wind." A.  P.  Ward. 

Chadron.  Neb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  attended  a  clam  bake  out  at  Brother  Dodge's 
at  North  Attleborough.  Sunday  September  16. 
and  met  105  good  fellows,  all  conductors  of  the 
New  Haven  system,  and  I  must  say  it  beat  any- 
thing I  ever  attended  in  the  line  of  clam  bakes. 
It  was  pleasant  to  see  Brother  Egan.  [Brother  Mc- 
Loon  and  Brother  Ambrose  passing  around  the 
many  good  things  that  were  served.  It  was  such 
an  elegant  affair  I  I  would  go  a  good  many  miles 
to  attend  another.  Brother  Daniels  and  Brother 
McCarthy  sat  on  the  wall  eating  horse  chestnuts: 
something  I  never  witnessed  before.  Brother  A. 
S.  Messer,  who  is  still  running  the  dude  train,  is 
expecting  to  get  done  about  October  27.  and  will 
take  a  trip  among  the  boys.  He  has  been  in  the 
business  about  fifty  years,  and  he  says  the  O.  R.  C. 
boys  are  all  right.  Brother  Melvin  McCloud  has 
been  reinstated  in  Division  22.  a*hd  the  boys  were 
all  glad  to  see  him  back.   He  got  a  good  shaking 


when  he  came  back,  although  he  is  working  at  his 
trade,  a  machinist,  in  Roxbury.  Brother  Brad. 
Meetinghouse,  who  lives  on  Church  street.  New 
Bedford,  is  taking  a  two-months'  vacation,  and 
will  soon  be  back  with  the  boys.  The  many 
Brothers  of  Division  122  extend  their  sympathy  to 
Brother  Dunbar,  ex-chief  of  Division  122.  who  has 
been  laid  up  three  months,  and  wish  to  see  him 
out  and  on  his  train  soon.  Brother  Driscol  is  still 
on  way  freight  between  Province  and  Boston  and 
is  happy  as  tbe  day  is  long,  and  has  just  returned 
from  a  vacation  and  much  needed  rest. 

The  installation  of  Boston  Division  122  promises 
to  be  a  nice  affair.  The  Division  has  appropriated 
$2,000.  It  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  at 
tbe  next  meeting,  to  use.  and  it  is  talked  of  having 
a  nice  time  and  having  a  public  installation,  and 
talent  to  make  it  pleasant  for  the  families  and 
friends  of  Division  122.  It  will  be  our  16th  anniver- 
sary, and  we  mean  to  celebrate  in  old  home-week 
style.  Brother  T.  Harrington  is  making  arrange- 
ments to  have  his  house  moved  from  Hudson  street 
to  Dorchester,  near  Dan  Dayles.  and  Brother  G.  E. 
Smith  is  to  be  in  charge  of  work,  commencing 
October  11.  so  we  intend  to  attend  the  introductory 
of  seeing  it  started  from  the  foundation. 

Boston.  Mass.  Automobile. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

I  note  on  page  656  of  The  Conductor  a  letter 
from  "S.  C.  G.."  Charleston.  S.  C,  in  which  he 
speaks  of  non-attendance  of  the  members  of  his 
Division  and  says  that  the  average  attendance  of 
Brothers  in  active  service  is  not  more  than  two  at 
a  meeting,  but  he  does  not  say  how  many  ex-rail- 
way men  are  present  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  his 
Division.  I  hope  that  this  is  not  the  usual  average 
with  all  Divisions,  for  if  it  is  where  will  you  find 
your  actual  service  men  for  your  delegates  to  the 
Grand  Division?  Of  course  vou  could  not  think 
for  one  moment  of  sending  one  of  those  Brothers 
who  are  not  in  active  service  to  represent  you,  for 
they  would  not  know  what  would  be  best  for  the 
members  of  his  Divisionl  No.  perhaps  he  wouldn't, 
but  would  the  other  fellow  that  did  not  have  inter- 
est enough  in  his  own  welfare  to  remember  the 
dates  of  meeting?  Seems  to  me  that  this  active- 
service  cry  is  somewhat  of  a  chestnut.  Look  at  the 
registers  of  our  Division  meetings  and  note  who  it 
is  that  are  tbe  most  regular  attendants,  and  also 
who  it  is  that  really  takes  the  most  interest  in  the 
good  of  the  Order,  and  tell  me  are  they  active-  ser- 
vice men  or  are  they  Order  men  who  are  out  of  the 
service?  Brother  "S.  C.  G."  also  advises  to  drop 
this  wild-cat  scheme  of  a  home  for  old  conductors 
and  the  old  conductor  will  live  to  bless  you.  Well. 
Brother,  you  have  a  passenger  train  and  you  don't 
care,  but  there  are  plenty  of  members  of  our 
Order  who  are  not  as  well  fixed  as  you  are  who  are 
today  already  in  need  of  just  such  a  home  as  we 
are  talking  about.  A  home,  a  place  of  refuge  for 
conductor's  wife,  widow  or  orphans.  There  is  not 
a  conductor  today,  running  a  train,  that  has  a  cincb 
on  his  job.  He  may,  perchance,  be  looking  for 
vork  tomorrow.  He  may  be  above  the  age  limit 
but  his  little  savings,  that  he  has  been  so  carefully 
hoarding  up.  will  quickly  fade  away  until  sick  and 
discouraged  he  goes  back  to  his  now  cheerless 
home  to  acknowledge  to  the  dear  little  woman  who 
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has  been  his  helpmate  through  life  that  he  cannot 
find  anything  to  do.  "I  am  too  old  for  railway  ser- 
vice now.  I  don't  know  which  way  to  turn.  I  don't 
know  what  to  do.  Ob.  if  the  conductors  had  only 
made  some  preparation  for  just  such  an  emer- 
gency as  this  how  gladly  I  would  accept  a  place 
with  them."  And  you  would  be  justly  entitled  to 
employment  if  you  were  able  to  work,  and  if  you 
were  not  strong  enough  to  labor  you  would  be  as- 
sored  that  not  only  you  but  your  family  would  be 
amply  provided  for.  Of  course  you  might  have  to 
leave  your  boyhood's  home  and  surroundings,  but 
yon  would  also  do  that  if  you  could  find  another 
train  to  run.  You  would  pick  up  and  go  where 
your  work  took  you.  You  wouldn't  want  to  go  to 
Father  Coffin's  Highland  Park  Home  either  for 
there  your  good  wife  and  family  are  shut  out. 

It  is  mighty  strange  to  me  that  only  a  year  or  so 
ago  when  the  idea  for  a  Home  for  conductors  was 
first  talked  of  that  the  principle  cry  against  it  was 
the  separation  of  the  conductor  from  his  good  old 
wife— that  the  conductor  would  have  a  home  to  go 
to  while  his  wife  would  be  left  to  go  over  the  bill 
to  the  poor  house.  No.  sir!  they  would  never  do 
that,  never!  They  would  stick  to  her  as  long  as 
life  lasts,  and  yet  these  same  conductors  now  say. 
take  us  to  Highland  Park.  The  county  will  take 
care  of  my  wife  and  children.  I  will  have  a  good 
home  anyhow. 

Now  don't  get  it  into  your  heads  that  I  am  trying 
to  oppose  the  Highland  Park  Home  for  I  am  not. 
I  am  in  favor  of  our  aiding  that  institution  all  we 
can.  for  it  is  worthy  of  our  support  for  this  reason, 
that  it  does  not  receive  the  wives,  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  members  of  our  Order,  and  that  it 
is  dependent  upon  voluntary  subscriptions  for 
support.  That  is  why  I  am  advocating  a  Home— an 
industry,  an  enterprise,  or  a  farm  that  will,  in  a 
measure,  be  self-sustaining.  I  am  more  than  ever 
impressed  with  the  idea  of  a  manufacturing  estab- 
lishment owned  and  operated  by  the  Order  or  by  a 
union  of  all  of  the  Orders,  to  manufacture  uni- 
forms, caps,  overalls,  shoes,  etc..  that  will  be  worn 
by  railway  men.  I  believe  that  an  enterprise  of 
this  kind  will  be  self-sustaining  and  will  furnish 
employment  for  hundreds  of  our  unemployed,  both 
male  and  female.  We  will  need  ex-conductors  for 
resident  agents,  traveling  agents,  etc..  and  for 
many  other  positions  that  some  member  of  a  con- 
doctor's  family  might  fill. 

Brother  Jeardeau  of  Milwaukee  writes  a  good 
letter  on  this  subject.  He  advocates  the  unitingof 
all  of  the  Orders  in  one  Grand  Home.  I  like 
that  idea,  but  make  it  self-sustaining  if  possible,  so 
that  you  can  pay  wages  to  those  who  are  able  to 
work  and  this  of  t  repeated  wail  of  cold,  cold  charity 
will  not  mar  or  dim  the  happiness  of  a  single  occu- 
pant. Let  each  one  of  the  five  orders  put  up  $50,000 
each:  say  a  grand  total  of  $250,000  and  commence 
business,  and,  as  I  said  two  years  ago.  I  don't  care 
a  continental  what  the  business  is— a  farm,  a  coal 
mine  or  a  sugar  refinery,  only  so  that  it  will  be 
self-sustaining  and  will  furnish  employment  and  a 
home  for  the  wives  and  families  of  our  members 
as  well  as  the  member  himself.  Now  I  know  by  ex- 
perience what  it  is  to  be  out  of  a  job.  I  know  by 
experience  what  it  is  to  be  out  of  the  age  limit.  I 
know  what  it  means  to  have  what  little  you  have 
saved  waste  away  until  you  can  hear  the  wolf 


growl.  They  say  that  I  have  an  axe  to  grind,  and 
they  are  right.  [  have  an  axe  to  grind,  not  onlv  for 
myself  but  for  others  who  are  in  need  just  as  I  am. ' 
and  are  good,  worthy  members  of  our  Order,  too. 
I  know  of  one— a  member  of  my  own  Division,  who 
is  now  running  a  train  when  he  is  able:  working 
hard  all  day  and  all  night  trying  to  live  and  sup- 
port his  family  and  his  earnings  are  less  than  $50 
per  month.  A  good,  earnest,  hard  working  con- 
ductor, doing  the  best  he  can  to  live,  but  it  is  only 
a  question  of  time  when  some  one  else  will  take 
his  train  and  he  will  be  out  in  the  cold.  He  could 
sell  overalls:  he  could  represent  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors  in  any  enterprise,  and  do  it  well. 

We  had  another  meetiagof  Toledo  Division  yes- 
terday. There  wasn't  but  about  sixty  members 
present.  We  put  another  new  conductor  on  a  regu- 
lar run  and  he  had  all  kinds  of  trouble  but  he  still 
lives.  There  is  some  talk  of  the  several  organiza- 
tions of  railway  men  in  this  village  co-operating 
and  building  a  temple  of  their  own.  a  project 
which  I  think  a  good  one  and  should  receive  the 
support  of  Toledo  members. 

Toledo.  Ohio.  B.  F.  Osborn. 

<&  . 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  just  getting  out  from  quite  a  sincere  illness 
of  two  long  weeks,  and  expect  to  be  ready  for  my 
post  of  duty  by  the  1st  of  October.  I  have  not 
been  on  the  road  for  the  past  two  years.  I  have 
been  in  yard  service,  but  during  dull  times  and 
rest  hours  there  are  always  enough  of  the  boys 
around  to  tell  me  of  some  fly  runs,  big  trains,  etc.. 
and  when  a  fellow  is  "kinder  blue"  over  not  getting 
his  work  done  or  some  train  out  right  on  the  call, 
it  has  a  tendency  to  cheer  him  up  and  be  can  start 
in  anew. 

I  have  been  treated  so  nicely  by  my  superior 
officers,  co-laborers,  etc..  by  their  visiting  and 
caring  for  me  that  I  can  scarcely  regret  my  being 
sick.  1  shall  never  forget  their  kindness,  but  hope 
that  I  may  return  it  in  a  different  way. 

Business  is  not  very  good  with  us  now,  but  the 
busy  winter  is  nearing  and  all  look  forward  to  and 
are  making  great  preparations  for  the  best  busi- 
ness ever  handled  in  this  part. 

We  have  a  new  wharf  nearing  completion  that  is 
double  the  capacity  of  either  of  the  other  L.  &  N. 
export  and  import  wharfs  of  this  city,  and  last 
year  was  a  record-breaker  for  the  two  wharfs,  and 
of  course  with  the  new  wharf  we  expect  to  do 
much  more.  We  have  a  yard  capacity  of  about 
1500  cars,  and  it  is  all  very  conveniently  arranged, 
except  our  yards  and  wharfs  are  too  far  apart  to 
exactly  suit  the  yardmaster.  who  some  days 
makes  several  trips  to  each,  and  don't  always  catch 
things  (engineers)  coming  his  way.  If  I  can  get 
strong  enough  I  want  to  write  a  good  piece  for 
November  Conductor.  F.  B.  Radcliff. 

Pensacola.  Fla. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  time  will  soon  be  here  when  we  will  be 
called  upon  to  elect  officers  and  delegates  to  the 
28th  session  of  the  Grand  Division.  Wh  •>  will  we 
elect?  Will  we  elect  for  officers  men  who  do  not 
have  the  interest  of  the  Order  at  heart,  or  men 
who  will  sacrifice  something  to  promote  its  inter- 
ests? I  say  the  latter,  by  all  means!   It  is  pretty 
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hard  to  fill  the  officers  chairs  with  men  who  will 
attend  every  meeting  possible— men  who  will 
learn  the  work  so  as  to  open  and  close  without  the 
rituals,  but  it  is  easy  enough  to  get  delegates,  for 
they  all  want  to  be  delegates  for  a  whole  lot  of  the 
members  think  that  to  go  to  Grand  Division  as  a 
delegate  is  a  vacation  with  all  expenses  paid.  But 
I  do  not  believe  that  we  should  send  a  Brother  be- 
cause he  wants  to  go  real  bad.  but  send  one  who 
will  represent  his  Division  by  attending  all  ses- 
sions of  the  Grand  Division,  by  answering  to  his 
name  at  every  roll  call,  and  paying  attention  to  its 
deliberations  m>  that  he  may  talk  and  vote  intel- 
ligently upon  all  questions  that  come  up.  Let  us 
send  delegates  who  will  sacrifice  something  for 
the  Order:  delegates  who  are  willing  to  do  some- 
thing to  boom  the  Order  along.  I  do  not  care  to 
what  secret,  social  or  chnrch  society  you  be- 
long to.  you  will  be  no  good  if  you  don't  rnstle. 
You  must  get  right  behind  the  preacher.  Chief 
Conductor  or  the  president  and  push  them  right 
up  to  the  front  and  when  they  get  to  the  front  you 
will  be  right  alongside. 

I  have  just  finished  reading  the  September  Con- 
ductor. There  is  a  whole  lot  of  good  reading  and 
some  new  correspondents.  I  fully  agree  with 
Capt.  Barber  about  the  cross  and  the  flag,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  meek  and  lonely  one  approves 
of  what  has  followed  our  flag  to  foreign  lands.  It 
looks  well  to  talk  about  the  school  houses  on  the 
hills,  but  while  there  are  1.000  school  houses  on  the 
hill,  there  are  10.000  saloons  in  the  valleys  dealing 
out  the  cursed  stuff  to  all  who  have  the  price, 
breeding  crime  and  corruption  and  throwing  a 
blight  upon  some  of  the  bright  minds  in  the  coun- 
try, taking  our  boys  and  girls  from  our  schools 
and  making  drunkards,  gamblers  and  prostitutes 
out  of  them  before  they  attain  their  majority. 
What  has  made  the  class  of  men  we  call  rounders? 
There  is  only  one  answer— liquor.  It  puts  more 
men  on  the  tramp  than  all  of  the  other  evils  in  the 
world,  yet  yon  will  find  men  who  will  say  it  is  a 
good  thing.  So.  as  our  flag  floats  proudly  over  the 
Philippines,  our  liquor  is  being  sold  under  its 
shadow,  not  only  debauching  the  native*,  but  our 
own  soldiers.  I  did  not  start  this  communication 
for  a  temperance  lecture,  so  had  better  branch  off 
on  some  other  track. 

I  see  that  Brother  Osborn  is  willing  to  give  up 
the  home  if.he  can  get  the  Order  to  start  a  cloth- 
ing manufactory-  Better  stick  to  the  home. 
Brother  Osborn.  S.  C.  G.  has  given  us  some  good 
ideas  on  the  home  question.  I  believe  that  the  re- 
serve fund  law  should  be  repealed  and  that  a  law 
should  be  passed  making  an  assessment  of  one 
dollar  a  year  upon  each  member  to  create  a  fund 
to  build  and  equip  a  first-class  hospital  for  disabled 
and  feeble  railroad  men.  Let  us  not  pile  up  a 
fund  or  a  surplus,  but  let  us  do  something  for  those 
who  are  in  need  today.  We  have  many  Brothers 
whose  days  would  be  prolonged  if  they  could  have 
the  means  to  go  to  a  good  hospital.  My  advice  to 
the  Brother  is  to  stay  out  of  politics,  for  a  man  to 
be  a  politician  today  has  to  cater  to  all  classes  of 
society.  He  has  to  go  with  the  tide.  That  is  the 
reason  that  we  have  so  many  dishonest  men  in  of- 
fice, because  they  resort  to  any  means  to  get  an  of- 
fice. Let  us  look  to  something  higher.  Let  us 
have  more  Brotherly  love.  Let  us  love  our  neigh- 


bors more  and  hate  our  enemies  less.  Let  us  make 
our  Order  better  by  taking  more  interest  in  its  af- 
fairs, by  attending  the  meetings  more  regularly, 
by  living  up  to  its  principles  more  closely,  by  get- 
ting the  selfishness  out  of  our  lives  so  that  when  an 
unfortunate  Brother  loses  his  situation  and  gets 
reinstated  we  can  go  to  him  and  say.  my  Brother.  I 
am  glad  to  see  you  come  to  work,  and  when  we  get 
all  of  these  things  in  our  lives  we  can  go  out  and 
lift  up  the  fallen:  go  to  the  erring  and  tell  him  of 
his  mistake,  for  then  our  hearts  will  throb  and  beat 
in  sympathy  for  our  fellow  man. 

What  has  become  of  Veritas?  I  want  him  to  send 
me  his  address  for  he  is  a  man  after  my  own  heart 
and  I  fully  agree  with  him  on  the  Sunday  question. 
The  good  book  says.  "Six  days  shalttbou  labor  and 
do  all  of  thy  work  but  the  seventh  is  the  Sabbath 
of  the  Lord  thy  God.  In  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any 
work."  Now  in  these  modern  days  when  men 
think  more  of  a  dollar  than  they  do  their  souls  we 
cannot  expect  anything  else  but  Sabbath  desecra- 
tion, but  even  though  we  are  compelled  to  workon 
Sunday  there  is  no  good  reason  to  why  our  lodges 
should  meet  on  that  day.  You  do  not  see  the  L.  A. 
to  O.  R.  C.  meeting  on  Sunday.  (God  bless  them 
for  keeping  the  fourth  commandment).  In  the 
June  directory  out  of  145  Divisions  of  L.  A.  to 
O.  R.  C.  I  see  only  one  Division  that  meets  on  Sun- 
day while  out  of  403  Divisions  of  the  O.  R.  C.  83 
meet  on  week  days  with  22  half  week  days  and  half 
Sundays,  leaving  298  to  break  the  fourth  command- 
ment. Now  let  us  think  of  this  matter  seriously. 
Do  you  believe  that  the  Lord  will  prosper  us  if  we 
do  not  keep  his  commandments?  Most  Divisions 
will  tell  you  that  they  hold  their  meetings  when 
the  most  members  can  be  there.  Now  there  are 
a  whole  lot  of  fellows  who  will  not  go  to  a  meeting 
no  difference  when  or  where  it  is  held,  so  that 
class  should  not  be  consulted.  Then  there  is  are 
a  class  that  think  a  whole  lot  of  their  families. 
Show  me  a  good  Order  man  and  I  will  show,  you  a 
good  family  man.  Now  a  good  family  man  has 
other  things  to  occupy  his  mind  on  Sunday.  If  he 
himself  is  not  a  christian  man  (which  he  ought  to 
be.)  he  will  keep  house  and  take  care  of  the 
children  while  his  wife  will  attend  to  her  christian 
duties:  but  as  soon  as  dinner  is  over  he  goes  to 
Division  meeting,  not  because  he  wants  to  go.  but 
because  it  is  his  duty  to  go.  leaving  his  family 
alone  all  Sunday  afternoon.  If  the  mettings  were 
held  on  week  days  he  would  not  be  missed  so 
much  for  the  children  would  be  at  school  and  the 
wife  would  be  busy  at  her  daily  duties.  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  so  many  of  the  Divisions  changing 
their  dates.  Why.  ten  years  ago  there  was  scarcely 
a  Division  but  that  met  on  Sunday!  To  my  mind 
this  is  not  only  in  accordance  with  God's  laws,  but 
it  will  insure  attendance  if  we  change  our  meeting 
days  from  the  sacred  Sabbath  to  one  of  the  six 
days  that  we  are  told  to  do  all  of  our  work. 

Burlington.  Ia.  R.  W.  Robinson. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  your  September  issue  we  saw  a  letter  from 
Brother  Gilbert  of  Division  208.  complaining  of  the 
indifference  of  Brothers,  slim  attendance  at  meet- 
ings and  of  the  timeworn  excuse.  We  of  Division 
271  extend  to  Brother  Gilbert  our  sympathy  in  bis 
efforts  to  cause  members  to  give  more  attention  to 
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the  Order  and  less  attention  to  "other  places" 
where  questionable  amusements  are  held,  particu- 
larly on  Sundays.  If  we  remember  correctly  it  is 
a  duty  to  assist  a  Brother  and  his  family  and  not 
deprive  him  of  the  necessaries,  which  is  the  case 
when  we  assemble  with  drawn  curtains  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  depriving  some  Brother  and  his 
dependents  of  a  portion  of  his  earnings,  which  is 
perpetually  too  small  for  his  family  to  let  him  tell 
it  but  frequently  sufficient  large  to  allow  him  to 
drop  a  few  dollars  in  the  coffer  of  some  more  suc- 
cessful manipulator,  who  frequently  holds  five 
sees  while  his  opponent  holds,  only  five  jacks. 
There  is  nothing  surprising  to  us  when  the  railway 
companies  work  us  at  a  minimum  when  they  know 
too  well  the  weakness  of  some  of  us.  Brother 
Wells  has  reformed,  but  it  is  like  his  other  re- 
forms—short lived.  If  there  is  anything  of  which 
be  has  a  surplus,  it  is  reform.  We  have  known  him 
to  reform  twice  in  one  day  and  that  night  paint  the 
town  until  sunrise  and  then  reform  before  break- 
fist 

We  wrote  you  about  the  Strawberry  belt  and 
I  hope  soon  to  enlighten  you  about  the  cotton  and 
tobacco  belts.  We  have  another  belt  about  which 
we  have  been  unable  .to  attain  facts  and  therefore 
will  have  to  refer  you  to  Brothers  Johnson.  Harker 
and  Branson  for  information,  in  regard  to  the 
electric  belt.  They  say  it  has  no  equal  for  specific 
qualities. 

Our  boys  have  about  all  had  their  summer  vaca- 
I  tkm  and  returned  with  a  prospect  of  plenty  of 
I  work  for  the  approaching  winter.  The  drouth  has 
damaged  the  cotton  crop  materially  in  our  section 
asd  the  Texas  floods  have  added  to  the  shortage, 
consequently  we  anticipate  about  a  three-quarter 
crop.  The  advance  in  price  has  caused  the  farmers 
to  rush  their  cotton  on  the  market,  thereby  mak- 
ing our  work  far  heavier  than  has  ever  been  the 
case  at  this  season.  We  observe  the  receipts  at 
Wilmington  is  about  10.000  bales  over  the  first 
\  twenty  days  of  September.  1899.  At  that  rate  and 
considering  the  shortage,  the  crop  will  be  on  the 
market  before  January  1st.  and  such  being  the 
case  our  freight  men  may  have  a  rest  after  the 
Christmas  holidays,  but  it  is  doubtful  as  now  we 
seldom  have  light  seasons  as  was  formerly  the 
case.  We  bad  an  accident  September  8th  on  No.  35 
between  Florence  and  Augusta.  Brother  Harker 
was  slightly  injured,  but  nothing  serious.  The 
Pullman  was  thrown  down  an  embankment  and 
landed  on  its  side.  In  a  few  hours  the  track  was 
cleared  and  business  resumed.  Have  been  unable 
to  ascertain  the  cause.  Brother  Cannon  is  off  for 
the  month  of  September  visiting  in  Fayetteville. 
He  has  been  feeble  for  some  time  and  it  is  hoped 
the  rest  will  be  beneficial,  for  he  has  a  hard  local 
ran  of  192  miles  daily.  Brother  J.  M.  Walker,  after 
!  eighteen  years  on  other  divisions  of  the  system,  is 
on  Brother  Carmon's  run.  Brother  L.  C.  Jones  is 
filling  Brother  Walker'6  run  on  the  Gadkin  Divi- 
sion. The  arrangement  allows  both  to  be  at  home 
considerably. 

Our  officials  are  evidently  anticipating  and  in- 
creased business,  judging  from  the  preparations. 
They  have  ordered  twelve  large  engines,  twenty 
new  modern  coaches  and  five  hundred  box  cars, 
'  •sides  working  all  shops  to  the  utmost.  Our  first 
September  meeting  was  a  success,  two  initiations 
■fid  we  have  out  eight  applications  awaiting  an  op- 


portunity, which  we  hope  will  soon  present  itself. 
The  attendance  was  very  fair,  including  several 
new  faces  which  was  quite  refreshing  and  we  hope 
is  only  a  beginning  of  an  auspicious  season. 
Wilmington.  N.  C.  La  Faybtte. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

I  have  several  times  been  asked  whether  I  have 
quit  my  job  and  what  I  intend  to  do  to  get  my  sal- 
ary. After  writing  my  first  letter  I  was  told  that  I 
could  write  again  (at  least  so  says  Sister  Bmbree) 
and  perhaps  by  the  time  I  get  through  with  this 
one  they  will  be  glad  to  call  it  "quits;"  so  here 
goes. 

Division  201  is  still  oo  top.  with  a  flourishing 
membership  and  a  good  treasury,  and  up  to- date 
in  the  labor  world.  We  are  proud  of  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  Geo.  J.  Churchill  for  state  senator. 
Brother  Churchill  is  an  able  and  enthusiastic  ad- 
vocate of  the  cause  of  labor,  and  is  entitled  to  our 
undivided  support,  irrespective  of  party  lines. 
Let  Us  once  and  for  always  set  aside  party  preju- 
dice and  support  the  Brothers  who  have  been  de- 
feated through  treachery  in  our  ranks.  We  are 
continually  advocating  the  election  of  labor  men 
to  represent  us  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
railroad  fraternities  in  this  district  will  be  unani- 
mous for  Brother  Churchill. 

Much  credit  is  due  our  General  Committee  for 
the  able  manner  in  which  they  had  our  Articles  of 
Agreement  revised,  which  took  effect  on  June  1. 
While  we  did  not  get  all  we  asked  for,  we  got  more 
than  was  ever  got  before. 

As  the  time  is  drawing  near  for  our  Grand  Divi- 
sion to  meet  and  new  laws  to  be  recommended,  the 
writer  has  had  in  mind  for  a  long  time  one  of  a  joint 
membership  of  the  O.  R.  C.  and  B.  R.  T.  While  I 
know  that  this  will  not  meet  with  the  approval  of 
all,  yet  I  believe  my  views  will  be  shared  by  many 
that  such  membership  may  and  will  at  some  time 
.prove  disastrous,  as  has  already  been  demon- 
strated. While  such  has  caused  □  >  trouble  as  yet. 
so  far  as  the  O.  R.  C.  and  B.  R.  T.  is  concerned, 
there  is  no  law  to  prevent  it.  Perfect  harmony 
cannot  be  assured  where  obligations  conflict,  and 
for  that  reason  cannot  always  work  harm  >nious|y 
together.  Carrying  water  on  both  should srs  has 
been  tried  more  times  than  once  and  in  each  and 
every  case  met  with  disaster  in  the  hour  of  trouble. 
This  affiliated  membership  does  not  only  apply  to 
the  O.  R.  C.  and  the  B.  R.  T..  but  other  cltsses  of 
labor  organizations  mingling  their  memberships 
as  was  the  case  on  the  P.  &  R.  in  '87.  w;ien  Order 
and  Brotherhood  men  beld  ms'n,>ership4  in  the  K. 
of  L.  Here  were  two  masters  to  be  served.  One 
says  you  must  go  out  with  us.  while  the  other  says 
you  can't  now.  One  master  must  be  served  and 
both  cannot  be.  What  was  the  result?  A  ruined 
membership  in  one  or  the  other  organizations:  loss 
of  position:  dishonor  and  the  vilest  kind  of  ridi- 
cule and  abuse.  Many  a  good  name  has  been 
smirched.  As  to  this  affiliated  membership.  I 
need  not  dwell  at  length,  but  would  on'y  refer  to 
the  trouble  on  the  Great  Northern  in  "93-4  which 
most  of  us  remember.  A  committeeman  holding 
membership  in  the  B.  R  T.  and  A.  R.  U.  deserted 
the  B.  R.  T.  and  joined  the  issue  of  the  A  R.  U.  at 
the  very  moment  when  a  vote  was  to  be  taken  by 
the  Order  and  Brotherhood  for  a  strike  on  acconnt 
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of  a  reduction  of  pay.  After  the  Order  and  the 
Brotherhood  had  established  excellent  conditions 
on  that  system  and  a  good  schedule  of  pay.  the  A. 
R.  U.  gained  a  full  knowledge  of  the  doings  of  the 
Order  and  the  Brotherhood,  which  this  deserter 
imparted.  This  was  valuable  to  them,  and  on  ac- 
count of  that  and  having  the  sentiments  of  the 
men  took  advantage  of  the  situation  and  inaugur- 
ated an  illegal  and  unauthorized  strike,  they  get- 
tine  the  credit  that  justly  belonged  to  the  Order 
and  the  Brotherhood,  and  all  because  of  this  de- 
serter. 

There  is  a  Division  of  the  Order  that  has  a  mem- 
bership of  ten  per  cent  of  B.  R.  T.  members  in  it. 
and  the  meetings.  I  am  sorry  to  say.  are  far  from 
being  harmonious,  principally  on  account  of  two 
policies  being  advocated,  and  the  members  set 
against  one  another  causing  them  to  be  continually 
arrayed  against  themselves.  Why?  Because  they 
want  to  relegate  the  opposite  policy.  This  is  a  de- 
plorable state  of  affairs  and  nothing  short  of  a  law 
prohibiting  membership  in  both  will  remedy  this 
evil.  I  am  opposed  to  it  and  would  be  were  I  a 
member  of  the  B.  R.  T.  I  know  I  shall  be  severely 
sat  upon  by  some  on  account  of  my  doctrine,  but 
conductors  on  this  pike  are  all  well  used  to  grief, 
so  that  will  console  me  some. 

Brother  Dwyer,  you  have  at  last  come  down  to 
the  real  thing— a  labor  bureau.  1  know  you  meant 
that,  for  your  article  9  in  the  statutes  will  not  suf- 
fice, so  let's  have  the  labor  bureau  at  our  next  con- 
vention. 

Business  on  the  Lake  Erie  is  not  rushing  at  pres- 
ent, but  any  worthy  Brother  passing  this  way  can 
at  most  any  time  get  an  office,  providing  he  is  not 
over  35  years  old  and  has  not  more  than  one  finger 
off.  Edward  Funk. 

McKees  Rocks.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

As  Division  No.  402  has  not  been  heard  from  yet. 
I  will  try  and  tell  you  how  it  was.  Although  we 
are  just  starting  in  we  have  39  members  and  more 
good  men  about  ready  to  come  in.  Business  is 
pretty  good  on  the  W.  &  L.  E.  just  now.  We  have 
a  pretty  good  schedule  of  wages  and  everything 
is  going  along  pretty  smooth.  Of  course,  it  is  the 
same  as  other  places,  trains  are  larger  than  they 
used  to  be.  Several  of  our  Brothers  need  a  good 
talking  to  for  not  attending  when  they  are  in  on 
meeting  nights.  S.  C,  O.  Smith,  and  S.  &  T..  J. 
Stocker  are  two,  of  the  liveliest  Brothers  in  the 
Division.  Brother  Myers.  C.  C.  is  not  slow  when 
it  cornea  to  telling  the  boys  where  to  head  ia. 
You  may  expect  to  hear  from  us  again,  as  I  be- 
lieve we  have  woke  up.  Simmy  Dorman. 

Massillon.  O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Never  was  a  promotion  made  in  this  section  of 
the  railroad  world  that  meets  with  such  general 
commendation  and  approval  as  the  promotion  of 
Brother  W.  H.  Wright  to  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Plant  system— a  more  than  merited 
promotion.  Never  was  a  promotion  more  justly 
won.  Commencing  at  the  lowest  round  in  the 
service  of  this  company.  Billy  Wright,  as  he  is 
spoken  of  by  all  who  know  him.  has  worked  him- 


self up.  step  by  step,  until  he  has  reached  bis 
present  position.  It  has  been  won  by  his  sterling: 
ability  and  honesty.  Honest  and  true  to  his 
friends,  and  never  for  a  moment  forgetting  that 
he  was  a  member  and  Brother  in  the  O.  R.  C.  and 
constantly  working  for  the  advancement  of  the 
Order  and  his  company.  Brother  W.  H.  Wright 
has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  most  important 
division  of  this  system.  Keep  your  eyes  on  him. 
Brothers,  and  if  he  lives  you  will  see  him  a  gen- 
eral manager  of  some  of  the  vast  railway  systems 
in  this  country.  The  writer  has  known  him  for  23 
years  and  remembers  him  when  he  waved  the  red 
and  green  signals  on  the  rail.  As  a  friend  I  feel 
proud  of  his  promotion.  In  him  there  is  the  true 
ring,  and  the  Brothers  of  the  Order  will  always 
find  a  true  friend  in  him  as  well  as  in  that  prince 
of  heroic  gentlemen.  Capt.  M.  C.  Denham.  With 
such  men  as  Denham.  Wright  and  associates,  the 
Plant  system  will  be  in  safe  hands. 

Success  to  you  Brother  Wright,  and  may  time 
deal  gently  with  you  and  your  life  be  full  of  good 
deeds.  Old  Timer. 

Jacksonville.  Fla. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  just  been  reading  The  Conductor  for 
September  and  as  it  will  not  be  long  before  the 
Divisions  will  be  electing  officers  for  1901  and  dele- 
gates to  St.  Paul,  I  might  make  a  few  remarks 
worth  thinking  about.  Prom  the  reading  of  The 
Conductor  is  where  we  gather  a  great  many  of 
the  ideas  that  are  likely  to  come  up  for  argument 
at  the  next  Grand  Division.  I  believe  the  Home 
problem  will  be  pushed  forward  by  some  of  our 
enthusiasts  in  its  behalf  for  the  assistance  of  the 
old  Conductor,  which  I  am  not  in  favor  of  myself, 
but  would  suggest  that  some  means  be  adopted  to 
render  assistance  to  our  needy  Brother  who  by 
age  or  misfortune  requires  the  help  of  the  organ- 
ization and  is  worthy.  Several  suggestions  have 
been  brought  forward,  such  as  Farm.  Home.  Busi- 
ness Enterprises  and  Insurance,  which  all  have 
their  favorable  recommendations.  I  think  each 
Division  should  discuss  the  various  projects  so 
their  delegates  would  have  some  idea  as  to  the 
wants  of  the  members  in  their  own  particular 
districts. 

I  see  W.  H.  G.  from  Elkhart,  has  an  idea  as  to 
representation  in  Grand  Division  -  which  would 
save  a  great  deal  of  money  for  the  membership. 
Our  Home  at  Highland  Park  should  get  better 
support  from  the  organizations  interested  so  they 
would  be  above  wants  of  any  kind,  as  they  have 
only  a  few  members  who  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  institution  and  very  few  of  them  represent  the 
old  conductor.  Now.  that  is  the  only  business  I 
would  like  to  see.  Get  better  aid  from  the  rank 
and  file  instead  of  shoe  shop  or  clothing  store— in 
the  matter  of  insurance.  I  would  like  when  a 
Brother  becomes  so  incapacitated  that  he  cannot 
earn  a  livelihood  because  of  any  misfortune  which 
is  not  provided  for  in  our  laws,  the  Insurance 
Committee  should  make  a  recommendation  to 
the  Grand  Division  to  pay  that  Brother  his  insur- 
ance at  so  much  per  annum  less  his  assessments: 
say  in  ten  annual  payments.  By  so  doing  we 
would  be  filling  ourjfraternal  obligation  in  a  busi- 
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ness  like  manner  and  would  go  a  great  ways  in  es- 
tablishing oar  organization  as  the  best  on  earth.  I 
desire  criticism  on  the  subject  as  I  deem  it  worthy 
of  thought.  The  old  conductor,  when  he  gets  to 
that  pass  that  he  requires  any  special  aid  and 
comes  to  the  Grand  Division  either  lame,  blind  or 
suffering  from  some  incurable  disease,  ten  years 
will  generally  see  him  numbered  with  the  great 
majority.  Mac  N.  Z. 

.  St  Thomas.  Ont. 

•a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 
I  think  it  is  high  time  that  some  of  the  members 
of  Division  352  should  take  some  step  to  show  the 
Brothers  we  are  not  snowed  under  yet.  although 
we  are  away  in  the  for  north.  Our  Division  is  in  a 
fair  thriving  condition,  with  as  fair  membership 
as  could  be  expected,  as  we  only  have  one  line  of 
railway  here.  We  have  every  man  available,  ex- 
cepting one  or  two.  and  we  are  after  them.  Our 
worthy  C.  C.  Brother  McMnrphy.  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  a  regular  run  on  the  Lake  De  Bonnett 
branch.  We  are  all  glad  to  see  this  promotion,  as 
our  chief  is  a  valuable  man  and  no  doubt  he  is 
sterling  weight  on  that  line.  Past  C.  C.  Brother 
Shaw,  who  is  General  Chairman  for  the  C.  R.  R. 
System,  has  been  quite  busy  of  late,  as  his  busi- 
ness has  called  him  back  and  forward  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  to  intercede  in  settling 
grievances,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  it  to  say  that 
be  has  been  able  to  reach  an  amicable  settlement 
in  every  case  that  he  has  had  to  deal  with.  We  all 
feel  that  he  is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and 
I  might  say  that  our  sister  organizations  of  this 
system  think  he  is  o.  k.  as  well. 
Traffic  at  present  is  very  slack  here  and  the 
prospects  for  our  usual  fall  and  winter  rush  is 
Tery  poor,  as  the  wheat  crop  in  the  west  is  almost 
a  total  failure.  As  it  is  customary  to  have  Brothers 
looking  for  employment  to  head  this  way  about 
this  season  of  the  year,  and  as  it  is  very  quiet  and 
sot  liable  to  be  any  rush.  I  would  not  advise  any 
of  these  Brothers  to  come  this  way  this  fall,  as 
there  are  men  here  "to  burn."  Grama  rchbb. 
Rat  Portage.  Ont. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

I  have  not  lost  any  conceit  as  to  my  being  a  cor- 
respondent as  I  never  had  any  in  that  line.  No 
donbt  some  of  the  members  of  No.  1  believe  it  an 
easy  task  to  write  a  letter  each  month  of  the  year 
sod  I  am  going  to  give  one  of  the  same  members  a 
chance  to  try  their  hand  next  year.  Brother  Con- 
ner* likes  to  see  his  name  in  print  I  know,  so  I  will 
mention  him  now  before  I  forget  it.  as  "doing  the 
state"  of  Wisconsin  in  behalf  of  the  republican 
party  among  the  railroad  men.  "Andy"  is  a  good 
man  for  that  position,  as  be  is  good  and  true  to  his 
party  and  to  No.  1  we  have  no  better  or  more  loyal 
member.  Our  old  member  and  mainstay.  Brother 
Sand,  has  gone  to  a  sanitorium  at  Alma.  Mich.,  to 
try  to  find  relief  for  his  terrible  affliction,  rheuma- 
tism, and  we  all  hope  he  may  succeed  in  being 


cured,  or  at  least  relieved.  We  all  miss  him  at  our 
meetings  as  he  is  always  there  when  able  to  be 
out.  Bf other  Sam  Pitch  expects  to  go  to  Iowa  for 
a  short  vacation,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Pitch.  Sam 
says  there  is  good  hunting  out  there  and  we  are  all 
waiting  for  his  return  as  he  has  promised  us  all 
kinds  of  game.  (A  dozen  quails  will  do  the  writer). 
I  have  been  asked  if  I  ever  see  our  old  member. 
Brother  John- H.  Penfield.  "At  a  distance  only." 
was  my  reply.  Now.  John,  don't  allow  me  to  be 
asked  that  question  any  more  but  come  to  meeting 
once  in  a  while,  at  least,  and  let  the  boys  see  your 
smiling  face  as  in  former  days.  Brother  Bill  Good- 
man has  gone  into  the  soap  business.  He  claims 
he  has  a  wonder.  All  tbe  woman  has  to  do  is 
to  show  the  soap  to  the  water  and  the  clothes 
are  ready  to  hang  out.  I  wish  I  knew  of  some 
good  sensible  topic  to  write  on  that  I  could  feel 
would  be  interesting  to  all  who  read  The  Conduc- 
tor but  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  not  built  tbat  way,  so 
please  pardon  me  and  we  will  try  and  pick  out  a 
first  class  correspondent  for  next  year. 
Chicago.  111.  E.  A.  Bbbks. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Business  seems  to  be  good  on  this  part  of  the 
B.  &  O.  system,  all  the  men  having  plenty  of  work, 
and  you  know  that  is  the  one  thing  necessary  and 
tbe  next  is  to  be  well  paid  for  your  tabor:  and  yet. 
with  all  those  things,  poor,  common  humanity 
won't  be  satisfied.  There  will  always  be  someone 
that  imagines  they  have  a  kick  somewhere  and 
don't  just  know  why  they  kick  and  frequently  get 
kicked  themselves.  This  is  a  queer  old  world;  take 
it  most  any  way  you  choose  you  will  find  men  be- 
ing treated  fairly  well  and  the  first  thing  you  will 
find  them  abusing  their  privileges  and  trying  to 
beat  their  employer  along  some  line.  If  no  other 
way  they  will  loan  their  transportation  to  someone 
else  to  travel  on.  They  forget  every  time  they  do 
those  things  they  beat  their  employer  out  of  tbat 
fare  and  if  you  remonstrate  with  them  about  the 
matter  their  excuse  will  be.  "Oh.  they  have  beat 
me  out  of  many  a  dollar;"  but  always  remember 
two  wrongs  never  made  one  right.  It  always  pays 
best  to  do  all  you  can  and  the  best  you  can.  ever 
remembering  timely  worth,  as  a  general  rule, 
comes  in  somewhere  along  the  line. 

We  are  sorry  to  note  since  the  writing  of  our  last 
letter  tbat  we  have  been  unfortunate  in  the  loss  of 
two  more  of  our  Brothers.' E.  C.  Caskey  and  Rob- 
ert Martin. 

It  afforded  us  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  note  in 
last  month's  Conductor  a  communication  from 
the  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  this  place.  Come  again 
with  your  correspondence.  Sister.  Get  your 
Sisters  together  and  make  them  help  you.  You 
know  we  have  magnificent  oaks  sometimes  from 
those  little  acorns.  You  have  possibilities.  Make 
use  of  them.  I  don't  believe  our  Brothers  of  Divi- 
sion 234  elected  a  correspondent  last  year:  if  they 
did  be  has  lost  his  pen.  J.  W.  Rankin. 

Martinsburg.  W.  Va. 
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Master  and  Servant  —  Railroad  Rules  — 
Customary  Violation— Ratification— Re- 
covery for  Injury. 

A  rule  of  a  railroad  company  against 
going  between  moving  cars  to  uncouple 
them  will  not  prevent  recovery  by  a  ser- 
vant for  injuries  received  while  violating 
the  same,  if  its  violation  was  sanctioned 
by  a  custom  so  universal  and  notorious 
that  the  company  was  presumed  to  have 
known  of  and  ratified  it. 

Fluhrer  vs.  Lakeshore  &  M.  S.  Ry.  Co.  Mich.  S.C.. 
June  18. 1900. 

Note:— This  action  was  brought  to  recover  for 
the  death  of  the  plaintiff's  husband  who  was 
crushed  between  moving  cars  in  an  attempt  to  un- 
couple them.  She  had  judgment  and  this  court 
affirms. 

«5 

Fraternal  Insurance  Assessments— Necessity 
of  Prompt  Payment  When  Due— By-Law 
—  Waiver— Evidence. 

1.  E.  held  a  certificate  of  insurance  in 
defendant  association,  the  by-laws  of 
which  are  a  part  of  the  contract  and  re- 
quire assessments  against  members  to  be 
paid  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  the 
month  in  which  made,  in  default  of  which 
the  member  becomes  suspended,  without 
action  on  the  part  of  the  subordinate 
branch.  Held,  that  the  custom  or  habit 
of  the  collecting  agent  of  such  subordi- 
nate branch  in  permitting  the  insured  to 
pay  assessments  after  default,  between 
said  28th  of  the  month  and  the  lodge 
meeting  next  following,  is  not  binding  on 
the  defendant,  it  not  appearing  that  the 
members  of  the  subordinate  branch  had 
any  notice  or  knowledge  of  such  custom, 
and  it  not  appearing  that  such  collecting 
officer  had  any  authority  to  waive  a  strict 
compliance  with  the  by-laws  in  that  re- 
spect. 

2.  During  the  four  years  of  insured's 
membership  a  large  number  of  other 


members  were  suspended,  in  accordance 
with  the  by-laws,  for  non-payment  of 
assessments  made  against  them.  Held, 
that  the  custom  and  habit  of  such  sub- 
ordinate branch  in  restoring  and  rein- 
stating such  suspended  members,  even 
though  the  reinstatements  were  made 
under  and  pursuant  to  its  by-laws,  did 
not  constitute  a  waiver  of  the  prompt 
payment  of  future  assessments,  nor  estab- 
lish a  right  of  restoration  to  membership. 

Elder  vs.  Grand  Lodge  I.  O.  U.  W..  Minn.  S.  C. 
Jan.  9. 1900. 

Application— Materiat  Fads  Not  Disclosed 
—Estoppel. 

In  an  action  on  a  certificate  of  insur- 
ance the  defense  was  that  the  insured 
applicant  had  hemorrhages  of  the  lungs 
when  he  made  application  for  the  certifi- 
cate, and  had  had  a  dangerous  case  of 
measles,  and  rheumatism  and  pleuresy, 
and  that  such  facts  were  not  disclosed  by 
the  application.  Held,  that  the  fact  that 
the  agent  of  the  association  who  took 
the  application  said  that  he  did  not  re- 
gard measles  as  a  dangerous  disease  did 
not  tend  to  show  that  the  agent  did  not 
deem  such  facts  material,  or  that  he  had 
waived  the  fact  of  such  disease,  nor  estop 
the  association  from  defending  on  the 
ground  of  false  or  suppressed  statements 
and  facts. 

Sprinkler  vs.  Knight  Templar  and  Masons'  Life 
Association.  N.  Car.  S.  C.  June  12. 1900. 

4 

The  Legality  of  Railway  Relief  Associa- 
tions to  be  Tested — Order  of  Trainmen. 
The  legislative  committee  of  the  Order 
of  Railway  Trainmen  have  instituted  suit 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  test  the  legality  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad's  Relief  Fund, 
a  sort  of  mutual  insurance  company.  The 
complainants  allege  that  the  employes  of 
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the  company  are  forced  to  join  the  or- 
ganization, a  certain  amount  of  their 
wages  being  retained  monthly  to  main- 
tain the  fund.  This  is  denied  by  the 
company,  and  the  statement  is  made  that 
no  employe  is  compelled  to  join  the  fund; 
in  fact,  a  very  large  number  of  the  em- 
ployes do  not  belong.  The  officers  of  the 
company  are  the  officers  of  the  associa- 
tion, and  the  company  pays  a  large  sum 
monthly  to  make  up  the  deficit,  the  pro- 
portion of  the  money  taken  from  the  em- 
ployes being  too  small  to  meet  the  obli- 
gations. The  Relief  Fund  was  organized 
in  1889.  and  since  that  time,  on  the  lines 
west  of  Pittsburg,  has  paid  128,182  bene- 
fits and  disbursed  $2,808,570.56.  Of  these, 
death  benefits  from  accidents  were  475, 
amounting  to  $272,007.19;  death  benefits 
from  natural  causes,  1,312,  amounting  to 
$806,850.45;  disablement  benefits  on  ac- 
count of  accidents,  50,736,  amounting  to 
$770,797.05;  disablement  benefits  on  ac- 
connt  of  sickness,  57,677,  amounting  to 
$958  915.87. 

The  provision  in  the  contract  of  a  Rail- 
way Relief  Fund  Association,  that  accept- 
ance of  benefits  shall  release  the  railroad 
from  damages,  has  been  tested  and  held 
valid.  (See  Otis  vs.  Pennsylvania  R'y 
Co.,  Fed.  R.  136;  Shaver  vs.  Pennsylvania 
Company,  71  Fed.  R.  931).  The  court, 
also  in  the  latter  case,  held  that  the 
statute  of  Ohio  (87  O.  L.,  149),  prohibit- 
ing formation  of  relief  funds  by  railroads 
is  nn constitutional. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  in 
Indiana  to  legislate  the  fund  out  of  exist- 
ence, but  the  employes  of  the  company 
have  always  succeeded  in  preventing  the 
passage  of  the  bills.  The  members  of  the 
fund  are  considerably  exercised  and  are 
watching  the  suit  with  interest  and  con- 
cern. 

Fraternal  Association— Disablement— Bus- 
iness or  Profession. 

A  contract  of  insurance  with  the  de- 
fendant, a  fraternal  insurance  company, 
provided  for  the  payment  of  a  certain 
benefit  whenever  a  member  thereof,  by 
reason  of  disease,  accident  or  otherwise 
became  totally  and  permanently  disabled 
from  following  his  usual  or  regular  bus- 
iness, occupation  or  profession.  A  mem- 


ber, who  was  a  pharmacist  and  engaged 
in  running  a  drug  store,  was  accidentally . 
shot  in  the  left  arm,  and  it  was  ampu- 
tated at  the  shoulder  joint,  and  no  other  . 
injury  was  alleged  to  have  been  sustained. 
Held,  that  the  loss   of   the   left   arm . 
alone  did  not  constitute  a  total  disability 
within  the  terms  and  meaning  of  the  con- 
tract, hence,  no  recovery  can  be  had. 

Smith  vs.  Supreme  Lodge  Order  Select  Friend*. 
June  28. 1900. 

Mutual  Insurance— Assessments— Rights  ef 
Members— Alteration  of  Contract. 

Where  assessments  in  a  mutual  insur- 
ance association  are  to  be  on  the  entire 
membership,  and  proportioned  among 
the  members  according  to  the  age  of 
each,  the  association,  after  receiving  large 
sums  in  assessments  from  a  member, 
cannot,  without  his  consent,  so  alter  the 
contract  as  to  place  him  in  a  class  of 
members  whom  it  requires  to  pay  on  the 
basis  of  the  age  attained  by  each  at  the 
date  of  the  assessment,  while  other  mem- 
bers continue  to  be  assessed  as  of  their 
age  at  entry.  And  where  such  associa- 
tion violates  its  contract  with  a  member, 
the  damages  to  which  he  is  entitled  are 
the  amount  of  the  premium  assessments 
and  dues  paid  by  him,  with  interest  from 
the  date  of  each  payment. 

Straus  vs.  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Ass'u.  N. 
Car.  S.  C.  July.  3. 1900. 

Note.— The  right  to  change  such  a  contract 
without  the  consent  of  the  insured  depends  upon 
the  provisions  of  the  by-laws.  If  a  member  agrees 
to  the  provisions  of  the  by-laws  then  in  existence, 
or  that  may  afterwards  be  made,  he  is  bound  in  - 
the  case  of  the  by  laws  being  subsequently  amend- 
ed as  to  change  the  nature  of  the  contract  as  to 
classes  and  assessments. 

Non  -Payment  of  Assessments — Forfeiture. 

Where  a  member  of  a  mutual  benefit 
society  who  fails  to  pay  his  assessments 
within  the  time  required  is  under  the 
lodge  by-laws  suspended,  and  dies  with- 
out being  reinstated,  the  society  is  not 
liable  on  a  policy  issued  to  him  before 
suspension.  Neither  will  an  offer  by  a 
third  person,  made  after  the  expiration 
of  the  proper  time  of  payment,  to  pay 
the  assessment  of  a  delinquent  member, 
bind  the  society. 

Supreme  Conclave  K.  of  D.  of  Warrick,  Ga.  S.  C. 
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E.  D.  Codman  has  resigned  as  president 
of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad. 

H.  S.  Spangler  has  been  appointed  re- 
ceiver of  the  Gulf  &  Interstate. 

Arnold  Kalman  has  resigned  as  second 
vice-president  of  the  Chicago  Great  West- 
ern. 

M.  F.  Wright  has  been  chosen  second 
vice-president  of  the  Chicago  Great  Wes- 
tern. 

I.  A.  Sweigard  has  resigned  as  general 
superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading. 

A.  Bohlinger  has  been  appointed  assis- 
tant superintendent  of  the  Arkansas 
Southern. 

James  M.  Herbert  has  resigned  as  sup- 
erintendent of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Grand  Trunk. 

John  Harris,  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  at 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Alexander  Frazier  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
at  Middlesboro,  Ky. 

W.  Bernard  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral yardmaster  for  the  Boston  &  Maine 
at  Williamstown,  N.  Y. 

James  L.  Woodruff  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Marion  &  Rye 
Valley  Railroad  of  Virginia. 

E.  C.  Tomlinson  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  the  New  York  division  of 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading. 

James  M.  Herbert  has  been  appointed 
division  superintendent  of  the  Missouri 
Pacific  at  Osawatomie,  Kans. 

S.  T.  Shankland  has  resigned  as  div- 
ision superintendent  of  the  Missouri 
Pacific  at  Osawatomie,  Kans. 

E.  G.  Russell  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Rutland  Railroad. 
Headquarters  at  Rutland,  Vt. 

J.  L.  Kibbe  has  been  appointed  assis- 
tant trainmaster  of  the  Ohio  Southern. 
Headquarters  at  Jackson,  Ohio. 

Percy  Gifkins  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Dominion  Atlantic. 
Headquarters  at  Kentville,  N.  S. 

C.  S.  Cunningham  has  been  promoted 


superintendent of  terminals  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  at  Port  Huron  and  Sarnia. 

X.  H.  Cornell  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  twenty-fifth  district  of 
the  Grand  Trunk,  at  Durand,  Mich. 

George  T.  Jarvis  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Wisconsin  Cen- 
tral.  Headquarters  at  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

H.  A.  Ford  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  fifth  division  of  the  Plant 
System  with  headquarters  at  Gainesville, 
Ga. 

W.  G.  Besler  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading.  Headquarters  at  Reading;, 
Pa. 

W.  I.  Allen  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  Cincinnati  Richmond  & 
Muncie.  Headquarters  at  at  Richmond, 
Ind. 

F.  W.  Egan  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  middle  division  of  the 
Grand  Trunk.  Headquarters  at  Toronto, 
Ont. 

John  C.  Soley  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Birmingham  &  At- 
lantic. Headquarters  at  Birmingham. 
Ala. 

H.  V.  Harris  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Midland  Railway  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Headquarters  at  Windsor. 
N.  S. 

D.  F.  Maroney  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Pittsburg  div- 
ision and  branches  of  the  Baltimare  & 
Ohio. 

W.  H.  Wright  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  first  division  of  the 
Plant  System  with  headquarters  at  Savan- 
nah, Ga. 

J.  J.  Purdon  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  sixth  division  of  the 
Plant  System  with  headquarters  at  Stan- 
ford, Ffa. 

M.  M.  Richey  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent or  terminals  of  the  Central  of 
New  Jersey.  Headquarters  at  Jersey 
City,  N.  J. 

H.  L.  Hungerford  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Mobile  division  of  the 
Mobile  &  Ohio.  Headquarters  at  Mer- 
idian, Miss. 
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D.  F.  Kirkland  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  third  division  of  the 
Plant  System  with  headquarters  at  Thom- 
asville,  Ga. 

C.  W.  Taylor  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Washington  and  Colum- 
bia River.  Headquarters  at  Hunt  Junc- 
tion, Wash. 

John  B.  Newton  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Atlanta  Knox- 
rille  and  Northern.  Headquarters  at 
Marietta,  Ga. 

George  W.  Haynes  has  been  appointed 
snperintendent  of  the  second  division  of 
the  Plant  System  with  headquarters  at 
Waycross,  Ga. 

George  C.  Jones  has  been  appointed 
snperintendent  of  the  eastern  division 
of  the  Grand  Trunk.  Headquarters  at 
Montreal,  Que. 

A.  S.  Begg  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  middle  di- 
vision of  the  Grand  Trunk.  Headquarters 
at  London,  Ont. 

William  Gibson  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  transportation 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  Headquarters 
at  Baltimore.  Md. 

S.  S.  Fitzsimmons  has  been  appointed 
snperintendent  of  the  fourth  division  of 
the  Plant  System  with  headquarters  at 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

J.  C.  Jaskey  has  been  appointed  ter- 
minal superintendent  of  the  Interoceanic 
Railway  of  Mexico.  Headquarters  at 
Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 

Gen.  R.  H.  G.  Minty  has  been  elected 


vice-president  and  secretary  of  the  Amer-, 
can-Mexican  Pacific  Railway.  Headquar- 
ters at  Tucson,  Ariz. 

W.  A.  Garrett  has  been  appointed'  sup- 
erintendent of  the  New  York  Division  of 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading.  Headquar- 
ters at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

H.  R.  Sanborn  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Western  Iowa  division 
of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern.  Head- 
quarters at  Lake  City,  Iowa. 

John  J.  McCann  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Scranton  division  of 
the  Delaware  Lackawanna  &.  Western. 
Headquarters  at  Scranton,  Pa. 

E.  M.  Rine  has  been  vappointed  acting 
superintendent  of  the  Scranton  division 
of  the  Delaware  Lackawanna  &  Western. 
Headquarters  at  Scranton,  Pa. 

L.  J.  Forepaugh  has  been  appointed  " 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Northern 
division  of  the  Great  Northern.  Head- 
quarters at  Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

W.  T.  Tyler  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Arkansas  division  of  the 
St.  Louis  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern. 
Headquarters  at  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

William  S.  Jones  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  for  the  Rutland 
Railroad  of  the  Ogdensburg  &  Lake 
Champlain  Railway  Company.  Head- 
quarters at  Rutland  Vermont. 

B.  L.  Winchell,  vice-president  and 
traffic  manager  of  the  Colorado  &  South- 
ern, has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Kansas  City  Fort  Scott  &  Memphis, 
vice  Edward  S.  Washburn,  deceased. 
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The  case  of  William  Close,  who  was 
accused  of  forging  mileage  books  of  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  and  who 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  offense,  terminated 
in  a  sentence  which  imposed  six  years  in 
the  house  of,  correction. 

Brother  H.  H.  McChesney  of  Division 
85  and  residing  at  3032  S.  Park,  Chicago, 
111.,  is  very  anxious  to  learn  of  the  where- 
abouts of  his  brother  Frank,  a  member 
of  the  Trainmen,  who  left  home  on  Sept. 
2,  to  look  for  work  in  the  vicinity  of  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas. 

Brother  W.  Bernard,  a  member  of  Div- 
ision 56,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  position  of  general  yard- 
master  for  the  Boston  &  Maine  at  Wil- 
liamstown,  Mass.  The  Conductor  ex- 
tends congratulations  and  wishes  Brother 
Bernard  success. 

We  are  glad  to  correct  an  error  arising 
out  of  the  misfortune  that  befell  Brother 
E.  C.  Miller  of  Division  392,  who  fell  be- 
neath his  caboose  while  getting  on  his 
train,  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  a  foot, 
and  not  the  loss  of  life  as  reported  in 
September  obituary. 

•a 

The  secretary  of  Division  180,  desires 
the  addresses  of  Brother  J.  W.  Byrd  and 
G.  W.  Parrott,  both  members  of  that  Di- 
vision. Will  any  Brother  knowing  the 
addresses  of  either  kindly  communicate 
the  same  to  Brother  R.  L.  Harris  at  16>4 
Marietta  St.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  Railway  Age  produces  an  illustra- 
tion of  one  of  the  exhibits  of  the  McCon- 
way  &  Torley  couplers  on  European  cars 
at  the  Paris  Exposition.  It  snows  the 
ends  of  two  English  freight  cars,  or 
wagons,  with  vertical  plane  couplers  at 
either  side  where  the  buffers  on  European 
~ars  usually  are.   The  contrast  to  Amer- 


ican cars  equipped  with  but  one  of  these 
couplers  for  their  heaviest  equipment, 
would  lead  the  mind  of  the  average  man 
to  infer  that  the  strain  upon  the  English 
wagon  and  the  capacity  is  twice  that  of 
American  cars. 

ti 

In  a  forcible  article  in  the  October  For- 
um, the  Rev.  C.  W  Currier  advocates  im- 
mediate Cuban  independence.  He  ana- 
lyzes the  joint  resolutions  passed  in  con- 
gress before  the  war,  and  shows  that 
Failure  of  the  United  States  to  fulfill  the 
intentions  then  and  there  declared  would 
be  perfidy  of  the  rankest  sort. 

Sneak  thieves  entered  the  home  of  our 
late  Brother,  William  Tedford,  at  Sedalia, 
Mo.,  and  carried  off  a  number  of  valuable 
papers,  clearance  from  the  Missouri 
Pacific,  letters  from  the  M.  K.  &  T.  and  a 
1900  Division  card,  numbered  1640.  We 
trust  that  some  of  these  may  lead  to  the 
apprehension  of  the  criminal. 

Minister  Wu  Ting  Fang  will  present  in 
the  October  Century  "A  Plea  for  Fair 
Treatment"  in  behalf  of  his  fellow-coun- 
trymen. This  is  one  of  half  a  dozen 
articles  in  the  same  magazine  in  which 
the  Chinese  question  will  be  treated, 
directly  or  indirectly.  Bishop  Potter 
writes  on  "Chinese  Traits  and  Western 
Blunders"— the  first  of  a  series  of  travel 
sketches  and.  studies. 

The  appointment  of  Brother  M.  H» 
Wright  to  the  position  of  superintendent 
of  Plant  System  comes  as  a  complete  sur- 
prise to  us,  and  carries  with  it  a  feeling; 
of  more  than  gratification.  Brother 
Wright's  friends  are  legion  and  he  car- 
ries with  him  to  his  new  station  the  re- 
spect and  best  wishes  of  all.  His  appoint- 
ment means  a  new  regime  on  the  Plant 
System  and  the  Conductor  joins  with 
the  members  everywhere  in  wishing  him 
unlimited  success. 

The  decision  rendered  by  the  arbitrator 
chosen  to  settle  the  differences  between 
the  machinists  of  he  Canadian  Pacific 
and  that  management  has  rendered  his 
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decision  as  follows:  "Men  from  Fort 
William  to  Laggin  to  receive  an  increase 
of  2  cents  an  hour;  men  from  Laggin  to 
Kamloops,  both  points  inclusive,  west  of 
Kootnay  to  receive  one  cent  increase;  men 
from  Kamloops  to  Vancouver  to  receive 
2  cents  advance." 


«3 

The  Pan-American  exposition  of  Buffalo, 
which  opens  May  1,  ana  continues  uatil 
November  1, 1901,  will  probably  be  the 
nearest  approach  to  the  magnificent  pro- 
ductions seen  at  the  Chicago  exposition 
since  the  White  City  ceased  to  exist.  It 
would  be  impossible  at  this  time  to  give 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  magnitude  of 
this  exposition  as  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  make  it  eclipse  anything  of  the 
kind  everheld  in  that  city. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  an  invitation  issued  by  the  B. 
of  L.  E.  and  O.  R.  C.  of  Des  Moines,  in 
honor  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Ladies 
Auxiliary  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Firemen  held  September  13,  1900.  Each 
number  on  program  was  prefaced  by 
some  phrase  of  ridiculous  nature  which 
added  to  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion, 
while  nearly  all  were  dedicated  to  persons 
prominently  connected  with  the  several 
railway  organizations. 

The  Cambridge  Encyclopedia  and  Gen- 
tlemen's Magazine  is  a  magazine  replete 
with  carefully  digested  information  on 
subjects  relating  to  or  having  connection 
with  the  issues  of  the  day.  It  is  not  con- 
fined to  an  alphabetical  arrangement  of 
topics  as  the  name  "encyclopedia"  might 
suggest,  but  launches  at  once  upon  topics 
that  are  of  present  interest,  thereby  com- 
piling for  the  subscriber  a  most  valuable 
up-to-date  encyclopedia  of  subjects  that 
have  been  carefully  digested. 

It  is  published  monthly  at  25  cents  a 
number  or  $2.50  a  year;  Cambridge  Encv- 
clopedia  Co.,  62  Read  St.,  N.  Y. 

The  Burlington  has  in  its  employ  an 
express  messenger  who  has  probably  giv- 
en the  subject  of  defense  of  property  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  careful  thought,  and 
undoubtedly  placed  such  confidence  in 
tbe  ultimate  success  of  his  plans  as  to 
warrant  a  trial  at  least.  Charles  Baxter 
was  messenger  on  the  train  that  was 
held  up  at  Council  Bluffs  on  the  3d  inst. 
He  was  commanded  to  open  his  door  but 
refused.  Dynamite  was  used  effectively 
which  made  an  entrance  for  the  robbers, 
bpt  during  the  excitement  Baxter  made 
hisescapeon  the  opposite  side  of  the  train 
then,  by  a  flank  movement,  got  a  "pot- 
shot" at  one  of  the  men  killing  him  in- 
stantly.   The  other  man  fled,  narrowly 


escaping  the  same  fate  that  befell  his  pal. 
A  few  more  plans  thus  carefully  mappe 
out  may  be  the  means  of  discouragi 
these  frequent  hold-ups. 

The  constitutionality  of  the  Michiga 
law  providing  for  a  state  court  of  med- 
iation and  arbitration  was  sustained  b 
the  Supreme  Court.  This  law  has  bee 
on  the  statute  book  for  years  without  any 
one  being  appointed  to  the  office  of  arbi 
trator. 

Governor  Pingree  was  the  first  to  giv 
the  law  effect,  and,  strangely  enough,  h 
was  the  first  to  complain  of  its  operation 
The  difficulties  between  the  firm  of  Pin- 
gree &  Smith,  shoe  manufacturers,  an 
their  employest  was  submitted  to  thi 
court.  The  decision  of  the  court  was  un 
satisfactory  to  the  firm  and  a  rehearin 
of  the  case  was  granted.  The  employes 
applied  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  wii 
of  mandamus  to  prohibit  the  court  fro 
granting  a  rehearing. 

In  granting  this  writ  the  court  holds 
that  having  once  adjudicated  a  (five 
case  the  power  of  the  court  is  exhausted 
and  that  it  cannot  grant  a  rehearing,  a 
may  courts  of  law.  Upon  the  question  o 
the  validity  of  the  law  the  court  is  of  th 
opinion  that  the  constitutional  provisio 
providing  for  the  establishment  of  th 
court  of  conciliation  gave  the  legislatur 
authority  to  enact  the  law. 

The  recent  storm  at  Galveston,  Texas , 
will  rank  among  the  worst  and  most  ap 
palling  calamities  of  the  age.  News 
papers  have  recited  at  great  length  some- 
thing of  the  scenes  and  effects  of  thi 
storm.  The  Grand  Chief  Conductor  made 
inquiry  as  to  the  safety  of  our  member: 
from  the  Secretaries  of  thy  Divisions  o 
our  Order  in  that  neighborhood  and  has 
received  replies  thereto.  All  those  who 
were  in  Galveston  during  the  storm  agree 
in  the  statement  that  it  is  impossible  for 
pen  to  describe  the  scenes  or  the  horror 
of  the  hours  during  which  the  storm  pre- 
vailed or  of  the  succeeding  days.  One 
member  says:  "This  is  one  case  in  a 
century  where  the  newspapers  were  un- 
able to  exaggerate."  Brother  J.  W.  Tay- 
lor, of  Division  18,  lost  his  wife  and 
Brother  Peter  Sugar  of  Division  7,  lost 
his  home,  his  mother,  his  wife  and  two 
children.  Several  of  our  members  had 
experiences  which  were  simply  awful  and 
escapes  which  were  seeminglv  miracu- 
lous. Our  whole  membership  deeply  and 
heartily  sympathizes  with  those  who  suf- 
fered loss.  Taking  into  con  side  ration 
the  extent  of  the  calamity  and  the  number 
of  our  members  who  were  exposed  to  the 
dangers,  it  is  fortunate  that  no  .more  of 
them  or  of  their  loved  o^Q^K^I^ost. 

_ 
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The  fiftieth  report  of  the  directors  of 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  to 
the  stockholders  for  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1900,  show  an  increase  in  mileage  of 
317  miles  or  a  tbtal  of  3,995  miles  in  oper- 
ation, or  including  sidings  and  yard 
tracks,  5,453  miles.  The  average  number 
of  miles  above  that  in  operation  in  1899  is 
an  increase  of  4  per  cent.  A  comparison 
of  the  income  accounts  of  the  last  two 
years  are  herewith  shown,  including  taxes 
with  rentals  and  interest  in  fixed  charges 
rather  than  in  operating  expenses. 


Gross  earnings  

Operating:  expenses 


Net  earnings. 
Other  income. . 


Total  net  income  

Fixed  charges  


Met  divisible  income. 
Dividends  


Balance    

Special  appropriations  

Surplus  


 1900.  

1899. 

$32,611,967 
21.377.615 

$28,114,690 
18203282 

11.234.352 
2.441.810 

9.911.408 

2.581.078 

13.676.162 
7.918.888 

12.492.486- 
8.160.984 

5.757274 
3.300.000 

4.331.502 
2.812.500 

2.457.274 

1.519.002 
1.475.040 

40.000 

4MB 

The  gross  earnings  are  the  largest  in 
the  history  of  the  road  and  show  an  in- 
crease for  the  past  year  of  16  per  cent. 
Of  the  total  receipts  68  per  cent  came 
from  freight.  The  increase  in  the  freight 
department  over  1899  was  nearly  16  per 
cent,  and  in  the  passenger  department,  ex- 
clusive of  mail  and  express,  about  14  per 
cent.  While  taxes  show  an  increase  they 
are  offset  by  a  saving  of  $250,000  in  rent- 
als and  $125,000  in  interest.  The  compar- 
itive  statement  of  traffic  shows  that  the 
ton  mileage  increased  625, 853,000  or  about 
22  per  cent,  while  the  train  mileage  in- 
creased 2,075,000  or  16 per  cent.  The  num- 
ber of  persons  carried  one  mile  shows  an 
increase  over  1899  of  14  per  cent.  An  ad- 
vance in  passenger  train-mile  revenue 
from  2.14  to  2.21  cents,  and  in  passenger 
train-mile  receipts  from  78 cents to80 cents. 


Just  as  we  go  to  press  we  receive  re- 
ports of  the  union  meeting  held  at  Toledo, 
Ohio,  on  Sunday,  October  7.  This  was  a 
union  meeting  in  all  that  the  word  im- 
plies, and  was  participated  in  by  the 
membership  of  the  several  Brotherhoods. 
A  splendid  audience  filled  Memorial  hall 
to  overflowing,  all  the  standing  room 
being  filled. 

Brother  E.  W.  Purrett  of  our  Order  was 
chairman  of  the  meeting  and  he  delivered 
a  very  neat  address  on  assuming  the 
chair.  Brother  Purrett  was  followed  by 
Mayor  Jones  of  Toledo,  in  an  appropriate 
address  of  welcome.  The  welcome  was 
followed  by  addresses  from  Rev.  A.  M. 
Hyde,  Grand  Chief  P.  M.  Arthur,  Father 
O'Brien,  Grand  Master  F.  P.  Sargent, 
Grand  Chief  E.  E.  Clark  and  R.  S.  Kayler, 
Commissioner  of  Railroads  for  Ohio. 


The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer, 
were  liberally  interspersed  with  vocal  and 
instrumental  music,  the  vocal  selections 
being  presented  by  the  Uterpian  Glee 
Club  of  Columbus  which  is  largely  com- 
posed of  wives  and  daughters  of  railway 
men,  and  closed  with  a  benediction. 

The  audience  was  enthusiastic  and 
seemed  greatly  interested.  The  meeting 
was  a  success  in  every  way.  The  arrange- 
ments were  perfect.  Railways  centering 
at  Toledo  furnished  liberal  special  train 
service  to  and  from  the  meeting.  One 
very  neat  idea  was  the  presentation  of  a 
handsome  bouquet  of  cut  flowers  to  each 
of  the  speakers,  the  presentations  being 
made  by  charming  little  girls. 

In  the  evening  a  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Brotherhoods  was  held 
which  was  one  of  the  best  attended  meet- 
ings of  its  kind  that  has  ever  been  held. 
Great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  mat- 
ters which  were  discussed  as  having  a 
bearing  on  the  future  welfare  of  the  or- 
ganizations and  the  railway  employes. 

The  meeting,  all  around,  was  one  of  the 
best  ever  held. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  a 
circular  notice  corrects  the  date  of  its 
Twentieth  Annual  Convention  which 
opens  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  Thursday, 
December  6,  1900,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

The  following  Division  cards  have  been 
lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up  and 
send  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

CARD  NO.  NAME  DIV.  NO. 

4216  P.  L.  Apgar   1 

9141  J.  E.  Stevens   40 

4581  W.T.Williams   46 

1596  W.  E.  Weight   46 

9914   *....E.  L.  Campbell   55 

1640  William  Tedford   60 

7818  E.  A.  Sloane   61 

10613  1.  E.  Grier   83 

556                 W.  C.  Fitzpatrick   100 

3155  A.  Cunningham   108 

9363  W.  P.  Nolen   116 

9637  E.  L.  Workman   151 

10282  W.  G.  Smith   178 

6359  A.  P.  Wilson   246 

1092  O.  T.  Decker   251 

4857   G.  A.  Reece   261 

4036  R.  T.  Hinton   303 

8214  C.  L.  Heth   303 

2491  Charles  P.  Parish   378 

7460  John  Wilson   382 

Cards  10415  and  10416  issued  to  Brothers 

W.  D.  Parmalee  and  J.  T.  English,  of 

Division  63,  have  been  taken  up  and  re- 
turned to  us. 

As  a  further  evidence  of  the  disaster-in- 
viting system  of  operating  its  trains, 
the  Reading  scores  several  more  wrecks 
since  that  which  occurred  at  Hatfield,  on 
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September  2,  and  in  each  loss  of  life  pre- 
nilcd.  It  would  be  nonsense  to  presume 
that  the  employes  of  the  Reading  invite 
these  disasters  upon  themselves  or  are 
less  tenacious  of  me  than  the  employes 
of  any  other  company,  yet  there  is  a 
cause  for  these  wrecks  ana  common  sense 
teaches  us  that  someone  is  to  blame 
i  tiose  rank  is  above  that  of  the  poor  em- 
ploye who  gives  up  his  life  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duty. 

Recent  developements  have  brought  out 
the  fact  that  the  grand  jury  in  the  Mont- 
gomery county  court  have  refused  to  ac- 
cept the  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  in 
the  Hatfield  disaster  which  indicted  the 
conductor  and  engineer  of  the  special, 
and  the  agent  atSouderton,  together  with 
W.  S.  Groves,  the  dispatcher.  Of  the 
four  men  censured,  the  grand  jury  in- 
dicts bnt  one — W.  S.  Groves,  the  dis- 
patcher who  was  working  the  trick  at 
U  .  -.ime  of  the  wreck.  The  second  step 
thus  taken  by  the  grand  jury  acquits 
three  innocent  men.  Now,  if  still  an- 
other jury  could  deliberate  upon  the  mat- 
ter, who  were  capable  of  understanding 
Mr.  Groves's  position  while  trying  to 
move  trains  under  a  faulty  set  of  rules 
which  in  themselves  provided  no  safety 
to  the  traveling  public  nor  the  lives  of  its 
servants,  that  jury  would  probably  place 
the  blame  where  it  belongs.    Mr.  Groves 


was  as  much  a  servant  as  was  the  opera- 
tor at  Souderton  or  the  conductor  and 
engineer  who  were  obeying  his  orders. 
The  same  rules  that  governed  them  gov- 
erned him  and  he  was  held  to  the  same 
accountability  for  their  enforcement.  He 
had  no  right  to  assume  any  authority  not 
provided  bv  these  rules,  yet  their  enforce 
ment  brands  him  as  a  criminal  through 
the  decision  of  a  jury,  whose  power  of 
discernment  is  lacking  in  those  matters 
which  enable  them  to  see  the  real  source 
from  which  these '  disasters  arise.  We 
make  no  personal  attack  upon  the  man- 
agement of  the  Reading  but  we  most 
heartily  condemn  any  policy  which  pre- 
vents men  from  combining  to  secure  a 
change  of  conditions  that  will  secure 
better  service,  protection  to  life  and 
limb  and  a  liberal  consideration  of  those 
appeals  that  justice  demands  should  be 
heard. 

BKAL1A 

BADGES  atid5VW>UE5  mb 

BAILBQAD  M£M 

BVy  Or  THE  flAIMACTVBE&S 

AMD  SAVE  nOMEV. 

JtMP  ft*  tATALOGVt  Wt  MAVT  WCfl  r« 

o  at  BJLC-  air.  out  am  8  bt 

TWHEflDHWWlB  CO.  KAUHflZOO  MICH 


0  0  0 


Ir  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  is  not  correct,  detach  this 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us;  


Change  Ordered  by_  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR, 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 


Xamt  

Box  or  Street  and  No. 
Postoflice  


Division   


Posto/fice 


   „  State   

FROM 

  _   State  


|tf*Bc  Sure  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 





CULVBR-Brother  S.  B.  Culver.  Division  45.  Oneonta.  N.  Y. 
Copley— Mother  of  Brother  L.  W.  Copley.  Division  45.  Oneonta.  N.  Y. 
Casket— Brother  E.  C.  Caskey,  Division  223.  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

D itman— Brother  Henry  Ditman.  Division  201.  McKees  Rocks.  Pa. 
English— Brother  N.  E.  English.  Division  76.  San  Antonio,  Tex. 
FLORiN-Brother  H.  Florin.  Division  2.  Buffalo.  N.  Y. 

Flannigan— Daughter  of  Brother  Charles  Flannigan.  Division 45.  Oneonta.  N.  Y . 

Goldthwait— Niece  of  Brother  H.  A.  Hussey.  Division  I.  Chicago.  111. 

Harvey— Wife  of  Brother  8.  E.  Harvey.  Division  227.  Lincoln.  Neb. 

Keller— Brother  E.  C.  Keller.  Division  354.  Haggarstown.  Md. 
KNAPP-Wife  of  Brother  H.  D.Knapp.  Division  26.  Toledo.  Ohio. 

Martin— Brother  R.  L.  Martin.  Division  223.  Martinsburg.  W.  Va. 
Matfield— Brother  W.  S.  Mayfield.  Division  138.  Garrett.  Ind. 
MosiER-Brother  W.  H.  Mosier.  Division  225.  Hornellsville.  N.  Y. 

RALLEY-Brother  Joseph  Ralley.  Division  160.  Wilkesbarre.  Pa. 

Stevenson— Brother  J.  Stevenson.  Division  114.  Pittsburg.  Pa. 
SouTH-Brother  H.  E.  South.  Division  299.  Lima.  Ohio. 

Utter— Brother  J.  N.  Utter.  Division  5.  Baltimore.  Md. 

WiLDBY-Brother  T.  W.  Wildey.  Division  54.  New  York.  N.  Y. 


the  JANNEY  CCUPLER 

The  ORIGIHAL  and  LEADING  M.  C.  B.  Coupler.  The  cut  here- 
with shows  the  detail  parts  of  the  Janney  Freight  Coupler, 
with  the  names  and  numbers  of  those  parts,  which  should  be 
used  in  making  requisitions. 
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THE  MCCONWAY  &  TORLEY  COMPANY, 

PITTSBURGH,  PI. 

THE  NATIONAL  MALLEABLE  CASTINGS  GO. 
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vose 

PIANOS 

are  receiving  more  favorable  comments  to- 
day from  ar.  artistic  standpoint  than  all 
other  makes  combined. 

WE 

Challenge 
Comparisons. 

By  our  easy  payment  plan,  every  family 
in  moderate  circumstances  can  own  a  fine 
piano.  We  allow  a  liberal  price  for  old  in- 
struments in  exchange,  and  deliver  the  piano 
in  your  house  free  of  expense.  You  caa 
deal  with  us  at  a  distant  point  the  same  as 
In  Boston.  Send  for  catalogue  and  fall 
information. 

vose  &  SONS  PIANO  CO. 

■•i  BmyUtmm  Street,.  .  .  Boston. 


* 

«fc  No.  86  Summit  Ave.,  \ 

X  Plain  field,  N.  J.,  Apr.  5,  1899.  J 

*T*  The  Piso  Company,  Warren,  Pa. 

«je  Geritlemen: 

_F  We  have  great  faith  in  Piso's  Cure  for 

*T*  Consumption,  and  we  are  now  giving  it 
to  the  baby,  two  and  a  half  years  old. 

\_  My  husband  has  just  used  two  bottles 

*f*  and  is  rid  of  his  cold.  He  has  tried  other 

«ge  medicines,  but  always  has  to  fall  back  on 

\_  Piso's  Cure  for  relief.    We  have  used  it 

▼  for  14  years.           Yours  truly, 

«b  Mrs.  W.  W.  Mills. 


AbsoUidyVture. 

Reject  Alum  Baking  Powders— 
They  Destroy  Health. 


America  ru Watch  and  Diamond  Club. 

CJvb  "J»." 
zpressly  for  R.  R.  Service-Costs  less 


reanized  expressly  for  K.  K.  service-costs  less 
i  29c  per  day  (weekly  or  monthly  payments),  to 
a  14k  eold  filled,  open  face.  35  year  case  with 


Organized  i 
than" 

buy  i  _ —  „.  „„„„  ,   

"Remington  Special"  21  jeweled  fall  adjusted 
movement,  warranted  FIVE  YEARS. 

| 

o 
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Will  en*ra-r*  your  official  aoriety  emblem.  BODomin  or 
....  _   f  g>Tf 


rblle  paying  for  I 


Ton  fia»e  th« 
Thli  prorea  »alue  and  "or 


any  ipeclaJ  aubjact  to  order.  Thin  dtotm  quality 
dm  of  the  watch  while  paying  for  It.  TI  ' 

catalogue  »howlngi., ... 
unonds  and  our  reffjyhc 
I  eiaona  *  ho  are  honeat  accepted  ax  Club  Member*.  Wealth  UB- 


gnod  faith.  Bupeib  catalogue  allowing  aty  lea and  Tartoue grade* 
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EXPANSION  ©P  RAILWAY  SYSTEM 

BY  E.  E.  C. 


When  the  late  "Charlie"  Crocker,  of 
Central  Pacific  Railroad  fame,  was  cross- 
ing the  plains  in  the  forties  by  ox  team 
over  the  old  emigrant  trail  from  Council 
Bluffs  to  San  Francisco,  he  frequently 
predicted  that,  within  a  comparatively 
few  years,  a  steam  railroad  would  be  run- 
ning across  the  continent,  following  sub- 
stantially the  same  course  traveled  by 
them.  His  prediction  was  considered  so 
absurd  by  his  associates  that  he  was 
nicknamed  "Crazy  Crocker."  Mr.  Crocker 
had  the  satisfaction  of  not  only  seeing 
his  prediction  come  true,  but  of  being 
one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  first  transcontinental  railroad. 

The  history  of  the  growth  of  the  rail- 
roads of  North  America  reads  almost  like 
an  Arabian  Nights  tale.  Within  the  re- 
collection of  men  who  are  still  in  the 
prime  of  life,  the  railroads  of  the  United 
States  consisted  of  a  goodly  number  of 
roads,  the  longest  of  which  would  now  be 
considered  a  very  small  railroad.  Some 
of  these  have  expanded  into  mag- 
nificent and  far  reaching  systems  through 
having  persistently  extended  their  own 
lines  year  after  year,  thus  gradually  de- 
veloping the  territory  penetrated  by  them. 
Others  of  them  have  been  swallowed  up 
by  systems  which  have  reached  immense 
proportions  through  the  process  of  con- 
solidating and  absorbing  the  smaller 
roads. 

The  idea  of  creating  and  operating  very 
large  systems  of  railway  may  be  said  to 
have  originated  in  the  west.  The  Galena 
&  Chicago  Union  Railroad  Company  was 


incorporated  in  1836  and  it  has  grown 
into  the  present  splendid  Chicago  & 
North- Western  System  with  8,000  miles  of 
main  track.  The  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe,  a  few  years  ago,  was  a  com- 
paratively small  system,  while  today  it 
owns  and  operates  a  system  of  railway 
extending  from  Chicago  to  Galveston  on 
the  Gulf,  to  Denver  in  the  heart  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  to  El  Paso  on  the 
Mexican  border  and  to  Los  Angeles,  San 
Diego  and  San  Francisco  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  What  has  been  done  by  the 
systems  mentioned  has,  in  substance, 
been  accomplished  by  other  systems, 
such  as  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pa- 
cific, the  Illinois  Central,  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  the  Burlington. 

Since  Mr.  Crocker's  dream  was  realized 
and  the  first  transcontinental  line  was 
completed,  five  other  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate lines  have  been  built  to  the  Pacific 
Coast,  namely— the  Canadian  Pacific,  the 
Great  Northern,  the  Northern  Pacific,  the 
Santa  Fe  and  the  Southern  Pacific.  With 
the  extension  of  the  roads  and  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  large  systems  has  come  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  of 
business  and  the  building  of  railroads  in 
unsettled  and  comparatively  unexplored 
portions  of  our  domain  has  done  more  to 
develop  the  resources  of  the  country  than 
all  other  agencies  put  together.  As  these 
lines  have  been  extended  over  the  seem- 
ingly boundless  prairies,  the  pioneer 
farmer  has  followed  closely  their  ad- 
vance. Little  stores  and  frontier  post- 
offices  have  been  established.  Others, 
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looking  for  an  opportunity  to  settle  in  a 
new  country  have  come  in  and,  gradually, 
little  settlements  have  grown  around  the 
grain  warehouses  and  the  water  tanks. 
Those  little  settlements  have  expanded 
into  thrifty  towns,  and  if  we  were  to  ride 
today  over  one  of  these  lines  through  a 
section  which  we  were  familiar  with  a  few 
years  ago,  but  from  which  we  have  been 
continuously  absent  since  that  time,  we 
would  find  great  difficulty  in  recognizing 
either  the  country  or  the  towns. 

As  these  lines  have  burrowed  their  way 
through  the  mountain  fastnesses,  they 
have  brought  into  close  connection  with 
the  rest  of  the  world  the  vast  deposits  of 
mineral  wealth  with  which  that  region 
abounds.  Mining  camps  have  sprung  up, 
and  today  thousands  of  mills  and  smelters 
are  running  full  blast,  day  and  night, 
wresting  the  hidden  values  from  the  gran- 
ite of  the  hills,  which  but  for  the  railroads 
would  never  have  been  erected. 

As  the  mining  camps  have  prospered, 
the  valleys  of  the  mountain  region,  large 
and  small,  have  been  brought  into  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  by  irrigation,  and 
those  who  have  chosen  this  life  have 
found  rich  returns  from  the  excellent 
prices  realized  for  their  products. 

As  these  iron  highways  have  pressed 
on,  ever  on,  across  the  Great  American 
Desert,  they  have  developed  many  in- 
dustries, made  it  possible  to  utilize 
hundreds  of  square  miles  of  excellent 
grazing  land,  and  have  connected  the 
factories  of  New  England,  the  coal  and 
iron  fields  of  the  middle  states,  the  grain 
growing  prairies  of  the  middle  west,  the 
magnificent  inter-mountain  country  and 
the  golden  fruit  bearing  region  of  the  Pa- 
cific slope.  Above  all  this  they  have 
brought  the  business  men  of  New  York 
and  of  San  Francisco  within  four  days' 
travel  of  each  other  and  have  done  more 
than  all  other  physical  agencies  combined 
to  unite  the  people  of  our  land  into  one 
grand  family,  each  intensely  interested  in 
the  affairs  and  the  welfare  of  the  others, 
and  all  in  the  closest  touch.  We  sit  down 
to  our  morning  paper  and  read  the  news 
from  all  parts  pf  the  continent.  "Ah! 
but,"  someone  says,  "that  is  furnished 
us  by  telegraph,  not  by  rail."  True! 
But,  if  the  railroads  had  not  been  built 


would  the  telegraph  lines  have  made  the 
venture?  It  is  safe  to  answer,  no. 

The  good  liver  in  Chicago  eats  fruit 
from  California,  oat  meal  from  Iowa,  and 
a  steak  from  Texas  for  his  breakfast;  his 
luncheon  may  come  from  any  one  of  a 
half  dozen  states;  for  dinner  he  has 
oysters  from  Chesapeake  Bay,  terrapin 
from  New  England's  coves,  red  snapper 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  green  peas  from 
Tennessee,  and  strawberries  from  Florida; 
all  while  the  lake  which  his  club  room 
windows  overlook  is  still  in  the  grasp  of 
the  Ice  King.  Railroads  and  the  modern 
science  of  transportation  by  rail  make 
these  things  possible.  The  same  agencies 
also  make  these  things  possible  within 
reasonable  cost,  and  those  who  live  more 
modestly  are  enabled  to  enjoy  comforts, 
which,  but  for  the  speed  and  cheapness  of 
transportation  by  rail,  would  be  luxuries 
beyond  their  reach. 

Everything  in  the  railroad  world  is  done 
on  a  much  larger  scale  now  than  was  the 
case  a  few  years  since.  Then  a  freight 
car  was  built  to  carry  a  maximum  load  of 
20,000  pounds.  Locomotive  engines  were 
of  a  corresponding  size.  Today  the  freight 
car  that  has  {not  a  capacity  of  at  least 
60,000  pounds  is  considered  rather  out  of 
date,  and  cars  for  handling  heavy  freights 
such  as  ore  and  coal  are  constructed  with 
a  capacity  of  100,000  pounds.  The  size  of 
the  locomotives  arfd  the  weight  of  the 
rail  in  the  track  has  been  correspondingly 
increased.  When  the  large  capacity  cars 
began  to  come  into  use,  a  switchman  on 
the  Union  Pacific  road  chanced  to  see  one 
of  the  old  and  small  Union  Pacific  cars 
between  two  of  the  large  and  modern 
type,  and  he  wrote  on  the  side  of  the  car 
with  chalk— "Oh  little  box  car,  don't  you 
cry;  you'll  be  a  freight  house  by  and  by." 
Another  employe  seeing  one  of  the  modern 
coal  cars,  with  its  unusually  high  sides, 
wrote  on  it,  "Shop!   No  roof.* 

The  purpose  of  increasing  the  size  and 
capacity  of  cars  and  locomotives  is,  of 
course  to  permit  of  hauling  more  tonnage 
in  one  train  and  thus  decrease  the  cost 
per  ton  for  the  movement. 

The  size  and  commodiousness  of  our 
passenger  cars  has  been  greatly  increased, 
while  the  luxuriousness  of  the  modern 
train  is  limited  only  by  the  inventive 
abilities  of  the  builders. 
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In  view  of  the  enlargement  and  expan- 
sion, which  is  so  apparent  on  every  hand, 
it  seems  paradoxical,  if  not  a  step  back- 
ward, to  see  in  the  press  dispatches  a 
rumor  that  a  certain  large  railway  system 
is  about  to  retire  from  its  passenger  train 
service  all  employes  who  weigh  more  than 
180  pounds.  Why  contract  in  this  par- 
ticular and  expand  in  all  others? 

With  all  the  extension  and  expansion 
on  the  part  of  the  railways  there  has  been 
a  steady  improvement  in  the  physical 
condition  of  the  properties  and  a  steadily 
increasing  disposition  to  make  all  better- 
ments as  permanent  in  their  nature  as 
possible  has  been  exercised. 


must  live  from  hand  to  mouth  and  expend 
money  only  when  forced  to  it  by  crying  or 
positive  necessity. 

The  amalgamation  of  large  interests  in 
the  railway  world  has,  naturally,  largely 
reduced  the  number  of  men  employed  in 
official  and  clerical  positions,  and  as 
agents  of  various  kinds.  In  this  regard 
the  combinations  may  be  said  to  be 
against  the  interests  of  the  people.  Those 
things,  however,  adjust  themselves  in  the 
natural  course  of  business.  Some  indi- 
viduals suffer;  but  that  is  true  of  every 
day  life  in  every  channel.  The  writer 
was  employed  on  the  Central  Pacific  Rail- 
road when  the  Southern  Pacific  was  being 
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The  extension  and  expansion  of  the 
large  systems  of  railway  has  been  accom- 
panied with  a  corresponding  improvement 
in  the  service  rendered  to  the  public. 
Whenever  a  small  and  poor  railroad  has 
become  a  part  of  a  large  system,  the  peo- 
ple dependent  upon  that  road  for  trans- 
portation facilities  have  been  greatly 
benefited  by  the  increased  and  improved 
train  service  furnished.  The  large  and 
prosperous  system  can  afford  to  lay  out 
some  money  in  improvements  and  wait 
for  the  returns  which  will  surely  come; 
while  the  small,  impoverished  company 


constructed  and  many  of  the  employes  of 
the  Central  Pacific  felt  that  as  soon  as 
the  new  line  was  completed,  the  bulk  of 
the  business  would  be  diverted  to  it  and 
we  would  be  obliged  to  seek  employment 
elsewhere  simply  for  want  of  business. 
The  Central  Pacific  did  more  business 
after  the  Southern  Pacific  was  built  than 
it  ever  did  before  that  time;  and,  although 
other  transcontinental  lines  have  since 
been  built,  the  volume  of  business  over 
the  pioneer  line  has  not  diminished;  on 
the  contrary,  it  has  largely  increased. 
Railroads    have     been  constructed 
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through  country  which  did  not  seem,  on 
sight,  to  promise  to  ever  furnish  business 
enough  to  justify  building  the  road.  But 
the  business  has,  in  almost  every  in- 
stance, come  and  has  developed  almost 
as  if  by  magic. 

The  railroads  with  terminals  in  such 
centers  of  dense  population  as  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  Chicago,  etc.,  have  steadily 
increased  the  number  of  cars  on  their 
local  passenger  trains,  and  have  followed 
that  with  a  steady  increase  in  the  number 
of  such  trains  run;  but  the  demand  for 
accommodations  has  correspondingly  in- 
creased and  thus  the  demand  has  grown 
so  great  as  to  require  the  erection  of  new 
terminal  stations  of  such  magnificence 
and  of  such  dimensions  as  were  never 
dreamed  of  a  generation  ago.  And  all 
this  despite  the  inroads  which  suburban 
electric  lines  have  made  in  the  suburban 
business. 

The  consolidation  of  railroads  into  im- 
mense systems  has  been  taken  up  by  the 
owners  of  railroad  properties  in  the  east. 
Systems  which  were  themselves  formed 
by  consolidating  small  roads  a  few  years 
ago  are  now  .being  absorbed  by  larger 
systems  and  the  air  is  full  of  rumors  of 
still  more  and  greater  consolidations. 
We  see  many  expressions  in  the  public 
press  indicating  alarm  at  the  idea  of  such 
immense  holdings  being  controlled  by  so 
few  men.  The  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission, in  its  recent  report,  hinted  at 
dangers  lurking  behind  and  within  such 
centralization  of  power. 

It  may  seem  like  a  broad  statement,  but 
it  is  probably  a  safe  one  to  make,  that 
the  railroads  form  the  most  stupendous 
and  important  industry  within  the  United 
States.  The  capitalization  of  the  rail- 
ways of  the  United  States  is  eleven 
billions  of  dollars.  Those  railways  em- 
ploy more  than  875,000  men,  and,  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  they  paid 
to  their  employes  as  compensation  for 
services  more  than  four  hundred  and 
ninety-five  millions  of  dollars. 

There  is  an  indescribable  fascination 
about  the  railroad  business  for  nearly  all 
who  have  once  embarked  in  it.  It  de- 
mands a  degree  of  close  application  and 
forgetfulness  of  self  interest  which  is  not 
demanded  or  accorded  elsewhere.  In  no 
other  industry  are  minutes  counted  so 


valuable.  In  no  other  employment  is  it 
possible  for  a  slight  mistake  or  a  forget- 
ful moment  to  have  as  far-reaching  and 
as  disastrous  effects.  The  whole  railroad 
life  is  busy  and  its  motto  might  well  be, 
"Get  There." 

Railroad  owners  have  encouraged  am- 
bition among  their  employes  by  promo- 
tions from  the  ranks  and  by  paying  hand- 
some salaries  for  the  higher  positions  in 
the  service.  Some  of  our  prominent  rail- 
way presidents  enjoy  a  salary  as  large  as, 
and,  in  some  instances,  larger  than  that 
paid  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
And  to  the  credit  of  our  institutions  be  it 
said  that  nearly  all  of  the  prominent  and 
successful  railway  managers  of  this  day 
have  risen  to  their  present  positions  from 
the  humble  ranks  of  the  messenger  boys, 
the  brakemen,  the  firemen,  the  clerks, 
the  rodmen  and  the  trackmen.  No  enter- 
prise or  industry  can  boast  so  many  self- 
made  men.  And  to  the  fact  that  they  so 
well  know  the  business  they  direct  and 
so  well  know  how  to  treat  and  deal  with 
large  numbers  of  employes  without  fric- 
tion, while  at  the  same  time  awakening, 
encouraging  and  securing  the  loyalty  of 
those  employes,  is  attributable  the  re- 
markable degree  of  success  which  is  at- 
tained. 

Stories  of  personal  devotion  to  duty  on 
the  part  of  railway  employes  could  be  re- 
lated almost  ad  infinitum.  The  facing  of 
almost  certain  death  calmly  in  the  per- 
formance of  duty,  the  dragging  of 
mangled  limbs  over  rough  ground  that 
following  trains  may  be  warned  of  danger 
are  daily  incidents  in  the  lives  of  railway 
train  and  engine  men.  They  are  so  fre- 
quent as  to  attract  no  notice  from  the 
busy  public.  Peace  hath  her  heroes  as 
numerous  as  those  of  war. 

As  has  been  suggested,  notes  of  warn- 
ing have  been  sounded,  calling  attention 
to  the  dangers  that  might,  and  probably 
would,  develop  in  such  immense  combina- 
tions as  seem  to  be  in  the  course  of  forma- 
tion in  the  railroad  world.  If  the  people 
generally  feel  alarm*  or  if,  later,  it  shall 
be  found  that  there  was  cause  for  alarm, 
they  can  console  themselves  with  the 
thought  that  adverse  legislation  and  anti- 
railroad  agitation  have,  in  fact,  forced 
the  consolidations.  The  producers  of,  or 
the  dealers  in,  any  other  commodity  com- 

Digilized  by  Google 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


751 


bine  as  they  choose  and  thus  increase 
the  price  of  their  commodity  or  product; 
but  the  owners  and  managers  of  railroads 
are  cot  permitted  to  even  agree  that  they 
will  maintain  the  present  rates  for  trans- 
portation.  And  if,  in  order  to  protect 


their  revenues  and  rates  and  do  *o  within 
the  limits  of  the  law  as  applied,  they  find 
it  necessary  to  place  their  holdings  in  a 
few  hands,  the  operation  and  application 
of  the  law  which  forced  them  to  that  may 
be  thanked  for  the  result. 


CONDITION  OF  RAIILWAY  LABOR  W  EUROPI 

BY  WALTER  E.   WEYL,  PH.  D. 

iln  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Labor.) 


WAGES. 

At  present  the  official  reports  do  not 
furnish  statistics  of  wages,  and  the  wage 
scales  of  the  companies  merely  give  max- 
imum and  minimum  wages  and  the  gen- 
eral conditions  of  promotion  and  advance 
of  salary.  There  is  now  being  carried 
on,  however,  an  extended  investigation 
tcto  the  wages  and  general  conditions  of 
employment  on  Swiss  railways.  This  in- 
quiry, which  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Federal  Government  and  intrusted  to  the 
association  of  Swiss  railway  labor  unions 
has  been  in  progress  for  over  half  a  year, 
and  the  results  will  probably  be  published 
within  a  year. 


ORGANIZATION'S    OF     EMPLOYES  AND 
STRIKES. 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  important 
Swiss  railway  labor  organizations  is  the 
Union  of  Swiss  Train  Employes  (Schweiz- 
erischer  Zugspersonal  Verein).  This  or- 
ganization was  formed  as  early  as  1885 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  employes  in 
case  of  sickness,  accidents,  or  litigation, 
and  for  grunting  pensions.  Ad- 
mission into  the  union  is  voluntary.  A 
train  employe  may  be  admitted,  however, 
only  during  the  first  five  years  of  his  reg- 
ular service,  and  only  on  the  condition 
that  he  is  not  above  35  years  of  ;ige.  A 
former  employe  may  retain  his  member- 
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ship  even  after  he  has  left  the  railway 
service,  but  members  who  act  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  union  or  of 
the  train  staff  may  be  expelled  and  lose 
all  right  to  the  benefits  of  the  society. 

The  entrance  fee  is  5  francs  ($0.97)  for 
all  members,  and  the  dues  amount  to  2 
francs  ($0.39)  per  month.  In  case  of  the 
sickness  of  a  member  the  union  pays  1 
franc  ($0.19)  a  day  after  the  fortieth  day 
of  sickness,  but  no  greater  sum  than  100 
francs  ($19.30)  is  paid  a  member  for  sick- 
ness within  one  year.  On  the  death  of  a 
member  the  union  pays  to  his  widow,  or- 
phan, parents,  or  brothers  and  sisters  the 
sum  of  200  francs,  ($38.60)  if  he  had  been 
a  member  for  one  year,  300  francs  ($57.90) 
if  he  had  been  a  member  for  two  years, 
and  so  on,  increasing  100  francs  ($19.30) 
for  each  additional  year  of  membership 
until  the  maximum  payment  of  1,000  francs 
($193)  is  reached. 

Another  important  organization  is  the 
Union  of  Swiss  Railway  and  Steamboat 
Employes  (Verein  schweizerischer  Eisen- 
bahn  und  Dampfchiff-Angestellter).  This 
is  not  so  close  to  an  organization  as  the 
Union  of  Train  Employes.  Anyone  em- 
ployed in  any  capacity  on  the  Swiss  rail- 
ways may  become  an  active  member  on 
paying  1  franc  ($0.19)  initiation  fee,  and 
an  active  member  has  the  right  to  vote 
upon  all  matters.  The  union  consists  of 
a  number  of  branch  organizations,  each 
of  which  must  have  at  least  20  members 
who  make  their  own  rules  in  so  far  as 
they  do  not  conflict  with  the  general  rules 
of  the  organization.  Each  branch  organ- 
ization elects  a  member  to  the  meeting  of 
representatives,  which  takes  place  once  a 
year,  but  may  be  summoned  oftener.  The 
principal  powers  of  the  union  are  vested 
in  the  body  of  representatives,  who  have 
the  privilege  of  revising  the  constitution 
of  the  union.  The  union  may  be  dis- 
solved by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  its 
members. 

On  January  1,  1895,  there  was  formed  a 
confederation  of  the  existing  railway 
labor  unions,  called  the  Verband  des  Per- 
sonals schweizerischer  Transportanstal- 
ten.  The  purpose  of  this  association 
was  to  unite  the  existing  organizations 
and  to  obtain  from  them  uniform  action. 
The  principal  of  a  loose  organization 
was  chosen,  and  the  autonomy  of  the  in-4 


dividual  unions  was  preserved  as  far  as 
possible.  All  unions  were  permitted  to 
join,  and  on  six  months'  notice  to  leave 
the  association,  and  each  union  preserved 
its  control  over  its  constitution  and  inner 
management.  To  the  assembly  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Association,  each  union 
sent  one  representative  for  each  100  of  its 
members.  The  association  committee, 
on  the  other  hand,  consisted  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  union,  with  an  extra  mem- 
ber from  the  Union  of  Swiss  Railway  and 
Steamboat  Employes.  The  assembly  of 
representatives  convenes  once  a  year,  the 
association  committee  once  a  quarter.  The 
management  of  the  organization  is  divided 
among  the  members  of  the  committee. 
The  costs  of-  administration  are  met  by 
a  contribution  from  each  of  the  associated 
unions,  amounting  quarterly  to  5  centimes 
(1  cent)  per  member. 

The  announcements  of  the  committee 
are  made  in  the  Swiss  Railway  Journal 
(Schweizerische  Eisbahn  Zeitung).  This 
journal,  which  is  now  in  its  thirteenth 
year,  also  represents  the  Union  of  Swiss 
Railway  and  Steamboat  Employes,  but  is 
the  official  organ  of  the  association,  (a) 
It  is  obligatory  upon  all  members  to  ob- 
tain the  journal,  which  appears  once  a 
week. 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  confedera- 
tion of  railway  labor  unions  was  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  power.  The  em- 
ployes of  the  Swiss  Central  were  the  first 
to  take  advantage  of  this.  Conditions 
upon  this  road  were  more  unfavorable 
than  in  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  Daily 
wages  frequently  ranked  below  3  francs 
($0.58)  per  actual  day  of  work.  The  com- 
pany granted  the  free  days  contemplated 
by  the  law,  but  they  did  not  pay  for  these 
days,  and  the  advantage  of  the  employes 
was  rendered  illusory.  The  Central  em- 
ployes at  Basel  appealed  to  the  associa- 
tion, and  this  body,  after  refusing  certain 
small  concessions  of  the  Central,  finally 
obtained  a  general  increase  of  wages  (up 
to  16  per  cent),  not  only  in  Basel,  but  on 
the  whole  line.  A  similar  victory  was 
won  in  Basel  for  the  workmen  of  the 
"United  Swiss  Railways. 

(a)  Besides  the  unions  above  mentioned,  the  as- 
sociation includes  the  Locomotive  Engineers' 
Union,  the  Firemens'  Union  and  the  Car  Examin- 
ers* Union. 
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The  association  then  determined  to 
make  general  demands,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  1895  the  employes  of  the  large  com- 
panies one  after  another  joined  in  de- 
manding through  the  association  an  im- 
provement in  the  conditions  of  service. 
The  chief  improvements  asked  for  were 
an  increase  in  wages,  a  fixed  wage  scale, 
and  fixed  regulations  defining  the  rights 
and  duties  of  employes.  The  increase  in 
wages,  however,  was  the  chief  considera- 
tion. On  the  United  Swiss  Railways  10 
per  cent  of  all  employes  received  no  more 
than  960  francs  ($185.28),  and  80  per  cent 
2,000  francs  ($386)  or  less  per  year.  The 


erable  concessions  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
panies. 

The  Northeastern  Railway  strike  in 
1897  showed  the  power  of  the  association 
still  more  clearly.  It  arose  from  the  con- 
ditions resulting  from  the  movement  of 
1895-96,  the  Northeastern  not  having  ful- 
filled the  promised  reforms.  Numerous 
petitions  and  complaints  were  presented 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  a 
conference  between  a  representative  of 
the  association  and  the  company.  This 
was  refused,  however,  and  the  complaints 
of  the  men  were  referred  to  a  committee. 
The  resulting  strike,  which   began  in 
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men  demanded  an  increase  of  25  per  cent 
for  all  salaries  under  2,000  francs  ($386)  per 
year,  of  20  per  cent  for  all  salaries  from  2,- 
001  to  2,500  francs  ($386.19  to  $482.50),  of  15 
percent  for  all  salaries  from  2,501  to  3,000 
francs  ($482.69  to  $579),  and  of  10  per  cent 
for  all  salaries  from  3,001  to  3,600  francs 
($579.19  to  $694.80).  The  struggle  which 
resulted  from  the  refusal  of  the  companies 
was  finally  terminated  on  February  29 
and  March  1,  1896,  in  a  conference  at 
which  the  men  and  the  companies  were 
represented  and  which  was  presided  over 
by  the  chief  of  the  Swiss  railway  depart- 
ment. The  result  was  a  series  of  consid- 


March,  was  of  short  duration  and  cul- 
minated in  a  complete  victory  for  the 
men. 

LIABILITY  FOR  ACCIDENTS. 

The  liability  of  a  railway  company  for 
accidents,  either  to  passengers  or  em- 
ployes, is  fixed  by  the  Federal  law  of  July 
1,  1875.  This  law  provides  that  in  the 
construction  of  a  railway  the  company  is 
responsible  for  deaths  and  injuries.  The 
company  is  responsible  for  injuries  or 
deaths  occurring  during  the  operation  of 
the  lines  in  so  far  as  they  are  not  due  to 
a  higher  power  or  to  the  carelessness  of 
the  injured  or  killed.  This  responsibility 
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is  extended  to  its  own  employes.  In  case 
of  death  the  heirs  of  the  employe  are  per- 
mitted to  claim  the  cost  of  the  attempted 
cure  and  of  the  burial,  and  also  the  loss 
of  income,  not  only  of  the  employe  him- 
self, but  of  his  dependents,  due  to  his 
sickness.  In  the  case  of  an  injury  the 
amount  to  be  received  must  be  sufficient 
to  cover  expenses  of  cure  and  loss  of  in- 
come involved.  The  award  for  future  in- 
ability to  work  may  be  made  either  in  a 
lump  sum  or  in  an  annual  pension,  ac- 
cording to  the  judgment  of  the  court.  The 
court  passes  upon  the  validity  of  the 
claim  for  damages  and  the  truth  of  the 
statements  advanced,  and  determines  the 
amount  of  the  damages  to  be  paid.  The 
right  to  claim  damages  may  not  be  sur- 
rendered prior  to  an  accident  by  any 
special  agreement,  and  cannot  be  taken 
away  by  company  regulations  or  other- 
wise. 

PENSION  AND  RELIEF  FUND. 

Up  to  the  year  1878  there  was  no  Federal 
law  relating  to  the  subject  of  pension 
funds.  On  December  20  of  that  year, 
however,  a  law  was  passed  which  pro- 
vided for  the  security  of  the  sick,  relief, 
pension,  deposit,  and  savings  funds  of 
railway  employes.  This  law  was  supple- 
mented on  June  28,  1889,  by  a  further 
measure,  and  one  of  considerably  more 
importance. 

The  law  of  1889  provides  that  the  stat- 
utes regulating  all  such  funds  shall  be 
laid  before  the  Federal  council  for  revi- 
sion. It  further  provides  that  in  funds 
providing  relief  for  old  age,  disability  or 
death  the  income  sjiall  be  sufficient  for 
these  purposes  without  taxing  the  indi- 
vidual member  unreasonably;  that  no 
member  shall  pay  more  than  the  probable 
value  of  the  insurance;  that  existing 
members  shall  in  future  payments  profit 
by  the  provisions  of  the  present  law,  and 
that  in  leaving  the  company  each  mem- 
ber shall  have  the  restitution  of  a  reason- 
able share  of  the  contributions  he  has 
already  made.  Estimates  and  balances 
are  to  be  submitted  to  the  Federal  coun- 
cil, and  where  that  body  finds  a  discrep- 
ancy between  the  amount  of  insurance 
and  the  contributions  of  the  members  it 
may  call  upon  the  company  to  make  good 
what  it  considers  the  deficit.  Such  a 
balance  must   be  submitted  ordinarily 


every  five  years,  and  extraordinarily  at 
the  request  of  the  Federal  council,  but 
either  the  company  itself  or  one-tenth  of 
the  insured  members  may,  within  thirty 
days,  enter  protest  against  the  council's 
decision.  In  such  cases  the  council  ap- 
points a  committee  of  insurance  special- 
ists, to  which  the  company  (or  the  em- 
ployes) may  appoint  one  member  and  the 
Federal  court  three.  The  surplus  in- 
some  of  the  fund  must  be  held  as  a  re- 
serve fund,  and  the  company  must  invest 
it  safely  and  be  responsible  for  losses. 
The  liquidation  of  such  a  fund  can  only 
take  place  with  the  consent  and  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Federal  council. 

Even  before  this  law,  and  as  early  as 
December,  1885,  the  Federal  council  re- 
fused to  grant  railway  charters  which  did 
not  contain  suitable  provisions  for  pen- 
sion, relief  and  sick  funds.  The  disad- 
vantage to  which  this  refusal  put  the 
newer  companies  was  more,  apparent  than 
real,  as  most  of  the  railways  had  already 
established  funds  of  this  sort,  and  new 
funds  were  being  yearly  established  which 
could  not  be  dissolved  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Federal  council.  Thus  by 
January  1,  1891,  after  the  law  of  1889  went 
into  operation,  the  Central,  Gothard,  Jura- 
Simplon,  Northeastern,  United  Swiss, 
and  other  minor  railways  had  pension 
funds,  which,  including  the  smaller 
steamboat  companies,  had  a  member- 
ship of  9,974.  The  revenues  of  these  were 
not  derived  in  great  part  from  the  men, 
the  employes  contributing  835,000  francs 
($161,155)  and  the  companies  1,823,000 
francs  ($351,839),  while  544,000  francs 
($104,992)  were  derived  from  other  sources, 
including  interest  on  capital.  The  ex- 
penses during  the  year  were  1,217,000 
francs  ($234,881),  1,088,000  francs  ($209,- 
984)  being  devoted  to  the  support  of  2,037 
members,  and  the  balance  at  the  end  of 
the  year  amounted  to  12,874,000  francs 
($2,484,682).  The  sick  funds,  saving  funds 
and  relief  funds,  with  an  almost  equal 
membership  (9,784),  were  of  less  import- 
ance, the  income  amounting  to  365,000 
francs  ($70,445) ,  the  expenditure  to  256,000 
francs  ($49,408) ,  and  the  balance  Decem- 
ber 31,  1891,  to  922,000  francs  ($177,946). 
While  the  members  contributed  only  45 
per  cent  as  much  to  the  pension  funds  as 
did  the  companies,  they  contributed  281 
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per  cent  as  much  as  the  companies  to  the 
sick,  savings  and  relief  funds.  By  De- 
cember 31 ,  1895,  the  membership  of  the 
pension  funds  had  increased  to  10,720  and 
that  of  the  other  funds  to  12,182,  and  the 
surplus  of  the  pension  funds  had  in- 
creased to  21,944,078  francs  ($4,235,207.05) 
and  that  of  the  sick,  savings  and  relief 
funds  to  1,160,925  francs  ($224,058.53).  The 
following  shows  the  development  and 
gradual  growth  of  several  characteristic 
pension  and  sick  funds  on  Swiss  rail- 
ways: 

The  Gothard  Railway  pension  fund 
counts  a  membership  of  1,313.   In  1896 


francs  ($18,197.78)  in  1896,  as  compared 
with  346,531  francs  ($66,880.48)  from  the 
company  and  158,942  francs  ($30,675.81) 
from  miscellaneous  sources.  The  expen- 
ditures bear  but  small  ratio  to  the  total 
income,  and  the  surplus  in  hand  has  in- 
creased steadily  from  1,675,888  francs 
($323,446.38),  at  the  end  of  1891,  to  3,443,- 
951  francs  ($664,682.54)  at  the  end  of  1896. 
Of  the  total  expenditures  during  1896  of 
91,613  francs  ($17,681.31),  32,710  francs 
($6,313.03)  were  devoted  to  living  mem- 
bers and  44,847  francs  ($8,655.47)  to  the 
families  of  deceased  members. 
The  sick  fund   for  regular  workmen 
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this  company  employed  3,002  persons,  or 
11.28  per  kilometer  (18.2  per  mile).  Of 
these  employes  1,456,  or  48.5  per  cent, 
were  workmen  paid  by  the  day.  The 
membership  has  grown  steadily,  being  on 
January  1,  1891,  980;  1892,  1,012;  1893, 1,132; 
1894. 1,166;  1895,  1,204;  1896,  1,269,  and  1897, 
1313.  During  these  years  the  member- 
ship increased  333,  or  about  34  per  cent, 
while  194  have  left  without  receiving  aid, 
13  have  been  injured,  44  have  died  and  42 
have  retired  on  account  of  old  age  or  dis- 
ability. The  smallest  part  of  the  income 
comes  from  the  members,  contribution 
from  this  source  amounting  to  94,289 


(Arbeiter)  had  2,315  members  in  1897,  who 
paid  during  that  year  40,235  francs  ($7,- 
765.36)  for  entrance  fees  and  contribu- 
tions, or  17.38  francs  ($3.35)  per  capita, 
the  total  income  being  65,039  francs  ($12,- 
552.53).  The  fund  itself  paid  out  21,696 
francs  ($4,187.33)  for  physicians,  medicine 
and  hospitals,  or  9.37  francs  ($1.81)  per 
capita,  the  total  expenditure  of  the  fund 
percapita amountingto 26.75 francs  ($5.16) . 
The  total  number  of  days  of  sickness  was 
29,090,  or  12.6  per  member,  and  the  cost 
for  hospitals,  medical  attendance  and 
drugs  averaged  only  75  centimes  (14.5 
cents)  per  day  of  sickness. 
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The  Swiss  Central  Railway  maintains 
a  sick  fund  for  its  workshop  employes,  to 
which  some  of  the  men  employed  in  the 
locomotive  and  train  service  (at  Olten) 
are  admitted.  The  membership  of  this 
sick  fnnd  was  798  in  1897.  It  paid  out 
5,813  francs  ($1,121.91)  for  medical  attend- 
ance, drugs,  hospitals,  etc.,  or  7.28  francs 
($1.41)  per  member.  The  number  of  sick 
days  was  9.9  per  member.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  the  balance  on  hand  amounted  to 
29,501  francs  ($5,693.69). 

The  Swiss  Central  Railway,  which  in 
1897  employed  4,520  persons,  not  including 


apprentices,  (a)  had  in  that  year  2,255 
members  in  its  pension  fund  and  a  bal- 
ance of  5,196,548.75  francs  ($1,002,933.91) 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  following 
table  of  the  growth  of  the  fund  since  1881 
shows,  among  other  things,  the  increas- 
ing contributions  to  the  fund  made  by 
the  company.  In  the  numbfr  of  assisted 
persons  the  whole  family  of  a  deceased 
member  is  counted  as  one  person: 

(a)  Teis  was  on  a  line  of  411  kilometers  (2SS.4 
miles),  which  makes  the  density  of  employment  11 
persons  per  kilometer  (17.7  per  mile). 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  SWISS  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  PENSION  FUND,  1881  TO  1897. 


Contribu- 
tions of 
company 


1881. 
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The  End. 


BY  W.  D.  A. 


Lanterns  and  torches  lit  up  a  scene  of 
activity  the  entire  length  of  the  platform 
at  Welden  Junction.  Trucks  laden  with 
trunks  and  mail  pouches  were  being 
pushed  and  pulled  here  and  there,  while 
great  loads  of  express  matter  added  its 
bulk  to  the  procession.  The  mail  and  ex- 
press was  soon  due. 

One  of  the  number  who  carried  torches, 
and  whose  duty  was  apparently  that  of 
inspector,  approached  the  office  window, 
near  which  sat  the  operator  busily  en- 
gaged in  transcribing  a  report  from  the 
wire,  and  said: 

"How  is  43  tonight?" 

"They  are  35  minutes  late;  had  to  stop 
at  Brookdale  and  get  a  doctor  for  a 
woman  who  took  sick  on  the  train;  woman 


dead  now;  has  a  child  with  her;  ticket 
reads  Welden  Junction;  nothing  about 
her  to  tell  who  she  is;  will  put  her  off 
here;  get  officer  to  take  charge  of  body," 
said  the  operator,  repeating  each  sen- 
tence in  brief  as  he  copied  it  from  the 
wire. 

When  No.  43  steamed  into  the  station 
and  its  throng  of  passengers  had  alighted 
there  stood  at  the  steps  of  the  chair  car 
a  group  of  men  bearing  torches,  which 
lit  up  a  sad  scene.  The  trainmen  and 
others  were  bearing  between  them  the 
form  of  a  woman  which  they  tenderly 
handed  down  to  those  below,  following 
which  came  a  little  flaxen-haired  girl  of 
five  years,  sobbing  pitifully. 

"O,  my  mamma.    I  want  my  mamma." 
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Big-hearted  Jack  Warren  stooped  down 
and  picked  up  the  child,  who  hid  her  face 
on  his  shoulder  and  wept  bitterly.  In  all 
his  experience  as  conductor  nothing  had 
so  touched  his  heart  as  the  pitiful  appeal 
coming  from  this  heart-broken  little  or- 
phan whose  mother  had  been  suddenly 
•stricken  in  death  without  leaving  a  word 
which  would  give  a  clew  to  her  identity. 

Messages  were  sent  to  the  agent  at 
Glennview,  where  the  woman  had  pur- 
chased her  ticket,  asking  information 
relative  to  her  identity,  but  those  who  had 
seen  her  arrive  at  that  station  a  short 
time  before  the  express  was  due  could 


common  charity  in  bestowing  upon  the 
remains  every  attention  until  the  body 
had  been  laid  to  rest  beneath  the  sod  that 
marked  an  unknown  grave.  Many  sym- 
pathizing hearts  went  out  to  the  little  or- 
phan now,  and  as  many  were  ready  to 
offer  to  her  a  home;  but  as  a  realization  of 
her  utter  loneliness  in  the  world  dawned 
upon  her  and  her  want  of  a  home,  now 
since  her  mother  had  been  taken  away, 
she  tore  herself  away  from  the  women 
who  had  been  trying  to  win  her  childish 
heart  and  ran  out  into  the  yard  where 
Jack  was  talking  over  the  situation  with 
some  of  the  boys  from  the  yards.  Clasp- 
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offer  no  clew  to  her  identity.  She  was 
apparently  a  stranger  at  Glennview,  or 
the  old  agent  whose  long  service  had 
familiarized  him  with  every  chick  and 
child,  would  have  been  able  to  throw 
some  light  upon  the  case. 

The  body  was  taken  to  an  undertaking 
establishment  and  prepared  for  burial. 
Sufficient  money  was  found  upon  her  per- 
son to  defray  burial  expenses  and  secure 
a  burial  place  outside  the  paupers'  field. 
Every  indication  pointed  to  the  fact  that 
she  had  been  a  woman  of  refined  tastes, 
though  used  to  humble  living,  and  Jack 
Warren  and  his  estimable  wife  showed  a 


ing  his  hand  in  her's  while  tears  rained 
into  its  horny  palm,  she  said: 

"I  don't  want  to  live  wif  anybody  but 
my  mamma.  I  want  to  stay  wif  you  so  I 
can  go  down  there  and  sit  by  her,"  she 
said,  pointing  to  the  cemetery  on  the  hill- 
side just  across  the  creek  and  back  of  the 
house,  scarcely  half  mile  away. 

"Well,  so  you  shall;  and  you  shall 
never  want  so  long  as  Jack  Warren  has  a 
way  of  providing  it.  I  wanted  to  hear 
you  say  that  you  liked  me  best  and  now 
you  have  a  lover  who  will  always  love  you 
while  I  will  have  someone  to  come  to  meet 
me  when  I  come  in  from  my  run,  won't 
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I?"  said  Jack  as  he  lifted  her  into  his 
arms  and  kissed  away,  her  tears. 

"And  we'll  go  and  see  mamma  lots  of 
times,  won't  we,"  she  said,  smilingforthe 
first  time. 
"Yes,  as  often  as  you  wish,  Margeret." 
Her  name  was  about  all  that  could  be 
determined  with  any  satisfaction.  When 
questioned  about  her  father  she  simply 
said  her  papa  was  in  heaven,  "and 
grandma  and  grandpa  too."  They  had 
lived  some  place  in  a  little  house  "all 
growed  over  wif  leaves,"  and  had  been 
accustomed  to  visit  a  little  mound  where 
the  mother  often  wept  and  laid  a  few 
choice  flowers  thereon.  After  all  means 
had  been  tried  to  find  some  living  kin 
Margeret  was  duly  in- 
stalled as  a  member  of 
Jack  Warren's  family, 
whose  coming  was  all  the 
dearer  from  the  fact  that 
they  had  no  children  to 
brighten  their  home. 

As  the  days  lengthened 
into  months  Margeret  be- 
came more  and  more  at 
home  and  at  the  same 
time  endeared  herself  in 
the  hearts  of  Jack  and 
his  wife,  whom  she  had 
learned  to  call  papa  and 
mamma. 

"Not  my  own  mamma, 
you  know,  but  my  other 
mamma,"  she  used  to 
say  naively. 

She  soon  learned  to 
recognize  the  whistle  of 
the  express  from  those  of 
other  engines  that  were 
tinuously  whistling  in  the 


MARGERET. 


almost  con- 
yards  or  ap- 
proaching the  station,  and  each  bright 
day  found  her  at  the  gate  eagerly  watch- 
ing for  Jack's  appearance.  One  day, 
however,  her  watching  was  not  rewarded 
by  the  sight  of  Jack's  coming.  The  ex- 
press was  late,  and  as  the  hours  crept 
along  into  night  without  any  tidings  from 
Jack,  Mrs.  Warren  prevailed  upon  Mar- 
geret to  go  to  bed.  A  washout  had  de- 
layed the  train  and  it  was  near  midnight 
when  the  familiar  whistle  of  the  express 
sounded  the  station  whistle  for  Welden 
Junction.  Perhaps  anxiety  had  made  Mar- 
geret a  light  sleeper  on  this  night,  but 


she  also  heard  the  whistle,  and  bounding 
from  her  bed  came  rushing  into  the  sit- 
ting room  where  Mrs.  Warren  was  sitting 
and  cried: 
"Papa's  coming.  I  heard  the  whistle." 
Jack's  step  was  soon  heard  on  the 
threshold  and  Margeret  met  him  at  the 
door,  where  she  was  lifted  up  and  kissed, 
scolded  in  Jack's  good  natured  way  for 
being  out  of  bed  so  late.  Contented  now 
she  was  put  into  her  little  bed  with  a 
promise  from  Jack  to  take  her  "across  the 
creek"  in  the  morning. 

These  little  trips  across  the  creek  to  the 
cemetery  were  of  frequent  occurrence, 
and  Jack  tried  ever  to  keep  fresh  in  mind 
the  poor  mother  who  had  not  left  even  a 
name  for  her  who  now 
bore  his  own.  He  de- 
lighted her  with  descrip- 
tions of  engines  and 
often  took  her  with  him 
on  his  trips,  placing  her 
in  charge  of  his  engi- 
neer, who  gave  her  a  seat 
and  permitted  her  to 
start  the  train,  which  she 
did  by  grasping  the 
throttle  lever  with  both 
hands,  giving  it  little 
jerks  until  the  big  en- 
gine began  to  take  steam 
and  move  off  as  under  the 
master  hand  of  old  Abe 
McCloud,  its  engineer. 
All  these  things  delight- 
ed Margeret  and  Abe 
was  no  less  pleased  to 
note  how  carefully  she 
observed  his  instruc- 
tions. She  was  no  less  a  favorite 
among  the  boys  in  the  telegraph  of- 
fice, and  the  clicking  of  the  relays  and 
sounders  had  an  intense  interest  for  the 
active  mind  of  little  Margeret,  who  asked 
dozens  of  questions  about  telegraphy. 
Here  it  was  that  she  mastered  the  alpha- 
bet and  framed  the  first  words  that  ex- 
pressed an  idea. 

The  following  six  years  were  spent  in 
school,  where  she  developed  rapidly  in 
her  studies,  yet  losing  none  of  the  inter- 
est she  had  in  the  engine  or  the  tele- 
graph. 

"She's  certainly  a  wizard,"  Ed  O'Con- 
nell  said  one  day  as  she  called  his  atten- 
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tion  to  a  hold-order  which  he  had  taken 
but  whj,ch  he  had  neglected  to  display  a 
red  signal  for  through  a  rush  at  the  ticket 
office  window. 

"I  bad  clearly  forgotten  it  until  she 
said, 'Mr.  O'Connell,  haven't  you  a  'hold' 
for  No.  40?'  Well,  I  just  leaped  for  the 
signal  but  she  had  already  displayed  it 
and  No.  40  was  standing  at  the  door.  I 
tell  you  she  hears  every  word  that  goes 
over  the  wire  although  she  may  appear 
engaged  at  something  else.  I  almost  re- 
gret that  my  promotion  to  dispatcher  has 
come  for  it  will  take  me  from  this  office 
where  I  have  had  so  many  pleasant  hours 


found  her  at  the  door  waving  old  Abe  and 
Jack  a  good-bye.  The  creek  which 
emptied  into  the  river  just  beyond  the 
railroad  and  which  the  railroad  crossed 
just  below  the  orchard,  formed  a  little 
peninsula  of  about  four  acres  which  Jack 
had  purchased  for  a  home  site  from  the 
railroad  company.  It  had  once  been  the 
property  of  an  old  settler  who  had  evi- 
dently taken  a  great  deal  of  pride  in  its 
grounds  and  shrubbery  but  after  it  be- 
came railroad  property  the  old  manor 
was  fired  by  tramps  and  the  ground  be- 
came overrun  with  a  dense  undergrowth 
which  spoiled  its  beauty.   Under  Jack's 
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with  her,  but  I  have  arranged  that  so 
soon  as  Jack  Warren  moves  into  his  cot- 
tage on  the  point  across  the  river  that  I 
will  have  the  lineman  cut  in  No.  9  wire 
into  her  home  where  she  can  get  the  re- 
port of  all  trains  and  much  other  infor- 
mation except  train  orders." 

Jack's  new  home  "on  the  point"  was  an 
ideal  one,  situated  directly  across  the 
river  from  the  yards  and  but  a  stone's 
throw  from  the  big  abutment  upon  which 
rested  the  girders  of  the  wooden  bridge 
which  spanned  the  river.  Margeret  could 
now  see  every  train  which  left  or  arrived 
at  Welden  Junction ,  and  every  morning 


care  and  management,  however,  the  place 
assumed  a  new  look.  A  handsome  cot- 
tage added  to  its  appearance  while  the 
forester's  hand  completed  the  work  of 
once  more  restoring  "Land's  End"  to 
something  like  its  former  beauty. 

Ed  O'Connell  succeeded  in  having 
No.  9  wire  cut  into  the  cottage  before  he 
left  to  take  up  his  new  duties  as  dis- 
patcher, but  habit  often  took  little  Mar- 
geret a  roundabout  course  to  get  a  peep 
in  the  telegraph  office  which  was  now 
presided  over  by  new  faces.  She  was  not 
cordially  received  by  Nil  Brady,  the  new 
operator  who  had  taken  O'Connell's 
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place.  His  face  bore  a  sinister  expression' 
that  she  could  not  understand,  and  so  re- 
pellent in  its  nature  that  she  turned  away 
from  the  place  she  had  loved  to  visit,  al- 
most in  anguish.  She  did  not  again  visit 
the  office  until  a  day  late  in  the  fall.  She 
was  desirous  of  taking  another  peep  at 
the  office  with  its  many  busy  sounders  all 
talking  a  tongue  that  she  could  now 
readily  understand,  and  looking  at  the 
mammoth  coupon  cases  in  which  hung 
the  great  long  tickets  which  were  good 
for  transportation  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.  There  had  been  a  great 
rush  of  trains  that  day;  train  after  train 
laden  down  with  passengers  had  left  the 
Junction  bound  for  Union  City,  where 
there  was  a  carnival  in  progress,  and  her 
inquisitiveness  led  her  steps  toward  the 
depot  where  she  knew  there  had  been  a 
busy  time  during  the  sale  of  tickets. 
Fearful  lest  she  incur  one  of  the  looks  of 
displeasure  that  her  presence  usually 
brought  from  Nil  Brady,  she  tip-toed  her 
way  through  the  waiting  room  to  the  door 
of  the  ticket  office.  The  place  was  seem- 
ingly deserted  and  no  sound  of  life  could 
be  heard  unless  it  was  the  unceasing 
clatter  of  the  sounders  which  she  paused 
to  hear  for  a  moment.  Then  she  ad- 
vanced to  the  door  which  stood  ajar  and 
peeped  through,  taking  in  every  familiar 
piece  of  furniture  and  equipment  of  the 
office.  Nil  Brady  stood  at  the  cash 
drawer  behind  the  grated  window  of  the 
ticket  office.  He  was  forcing  an  iron  bar 
between  the  drawer  and  the  framework 
which  contained  it.  Then  witn  a  sudden 
wrench  he  tore  the  drawer  from  its  fasten- 
ings, spilling  its  contents  upon  the  floor. 
He  hastily  picked  up  the  bills  and  coins 
of  the  larger  denominations  and  put  them 
into  his  pocket,  leaving  the  smaller 
change  lying  on  the  floor. 

Marge  ret  who  had  been  watching  the 
procedure  felt  her  head  grow  dizzy.  She 
reeled  as  she  hurried  out  of  the  door  for  a 
realization  dawned  upon  her  that  she  had 
been  a  witness  to  a  crime.  What  should 
she  do?  Should  she  make  known  her  dis- 
covery? With  a  mind  filled  with  strange 
emotions  she  hurried  home  across  the 
railroad  bridge. 

"May  be  he  lost  the  key  to  the  cash 
drawer  and  rather  than  risk  leaving  his 
receipts  there  while  he  went  to  supper 


forced  the  drawer  open  to  gain  possession 
of  the  money  for  safe  keeping,"  she  said 
to  herself  as  she  stepped  from  tie  to  tie. 
"But  why  did  he  look  up  and  down  the 
platform  so  uneasily  while  so  engaged? 
Why  did  he  act  so  confusedly  while  se- 
securing  it,  and  why,  oh  why  did  I  go 
there  at  all!"  she  said  giving  audible 
vent  to  her  regrets. 

When  Margeret  reached  home  she  had 
quite  made  up  her  mind  to  conceal  her 
discovery  until  Jack's  return.  She  laid 
her  books  upon  the  table  in  the  study 
room  and  engaged  in  helping  to  prepare 
supper.  Mrs.  Warren  might  have  noticed 
the  thoughtful  look  upon  her  face,  but 
she  made  no  inquiry,  for  Margeret's 
nature  was  naturally  pensive,  yet  rarely 
sad. 

The  long  station  whistle  of  the  express 
was  heard  "on  time"  as  Margeret  termed 
it,  and  Jack's  arrival  home  soon  followed. 
Margeret  could  not  find  an  opportune 
time  that  evening  to  tell  Jack  of  her  dis- 
covery, much  as  she  desired  to  do  so. 
The  trend  of  conversation  was  such  as 
led  farthest  from  the  subject  she  wished 
to  speak  about,  and  when  time  came  to 
retire  she  kissed  Jack  and  Mrs.  Warren 
good  night  and  went  to  bed  with  the  pur- 
pose in  mind  of  telling  them  the  first 
thing  in  the  morning. 

At  the  depot  another  scene  was  taking 
place.  The  operator  who  was  working 
with  Brady  was  first  to  return  from  sup- 
per. He  found  the  door  of  the  ticket 
office  ajar  and  the  lock  broken;  the  cash 
drawer  lying  upon  the  floor  and  small 
coins  scattered  around.  A  glance  was 
all  that  was  necessary  to  see  that  the 
office  had  been  forced  open  and  burglar- 
ized. He  hastily  called  an  officer  who 
took  in  the  situation  and  together  they 
decided  that  it  was  the  work  of  an  amateur 
who  knew  of  the  habits  of  those  connected 
with  the  office  and  took  that  hour  to  rob 
it.  At  that  moment  Brady  came  in. 

"Hello,  what's  going  on  here?"  he  said. 

"Looks  as  though  we  were  cleaned 
out,"  said  Neff,  the  operator;  "how  much 
money  was  there  in  the  drawer,  Brady?" 

"Close  to  five  hundred  dollars— all  the 
receipts  of  the  day." 

"Give  me  all  the  facts  connected  with 
the  case  as  nearly  as  you  can,  and  say  if 
you  have  any  suspicion  who  could  have 
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done  it;  or  do  you  remember  having  seen 
any  person  loitering  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
depot  before  you  went  to  supper?"  said 
the  policeman  apparently  addressing  both. 

"We  left  the  office  together  and  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  the  bridge,  where  we 
separated,  Brady  going  to  his  hotel  and  I 
to  my  home.  I  know  that  Brady  locked 
the  drawer  of  the  till  and  that  he  tried 
the  door  of  the  office  to  see  that  it  was 
locked." 

"What  time  was  that?"  said 
the  policeman. 
"Four  ten." 

"What  time  did  you  return  to 
the  office?"  said  the  policeman. 
"Pour  fifty." 

After  another  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  door  and  fixtures  the 
iron  bar  was  discovered  with 
which  the  work  had  been  done. 
Investigation  showed  that  it  re- 
quired no  great  amount  of  power 
to  force  the  old  lock  in  the  door 
while  any  novice  might  have 
broken  open  the  cash  drawer. 

"Well,  gentlemen,  I  presume 
you  will  have  to  report  this  loss 
to  your  superior  officers,  but  I 
wish  you  will  keep  it  from  be- 
coming known  to  the  press  until 
I  have  had  time  to  fully  investi- 
gate and  learn  if  I  can  secure  a 
clew,"  said  the  policeman  as  he 
went  out. 

Brady  went  tojwork  cooly  ascer- 
taining what  loss  had  been  sus- 
tained. He  felt  quite  secure  as 
Xeff's  statement  was  sufficient  to 
clear  him  from  any  suspicion  in 
the  matter. 

After  a  number  of  inquiries 
among  people  who  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of    the   depot,   as  |  to 
whether   they    saw  any  person 
about  the  depot  between  the  times 
four  ten  and  four  fifty,  one  person  was 
found  who  remembered 'having  seen  Mar- 
geret  Warren,  Jack  Warren's  adopted 
daughter,  enter  the  depot.    She  stated 
that  she  remained  there   perhaps  ten 
minutes  when  witness  saw  her  running 
full  speed  toward  the  railroad  bridge. 
No  further  thought  was;given  the  matter  by 
the  witness  and  no  other  person  was  seen 
by  her  at  that  time  at'or  about  the  station. 


"Has  anything  gone  wrong  over  there?" 
Mrs.  Smith  asked.  She  had  been  a  wit- 
ness to  the  interview  and  curiosity  to 
know  the  details  led  her  to  ask. 

"Yes,  something  was  taken  from  the 
cash  drawer,  I  believe,"  said  the  officer 
getting  ready  to  withdraw. 

"I  think  you  are  on  the  right  track, 
officer;  no  one  knows  who  Margeret  War- 
ren's parents  were  and  you  can  depend 
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upon  it  that  blood  will  out.  I've  seen  her 
tom-boying  around  these  yards  all  her 
life,  and  if  she'd  been  a  daughter  of  mine 
I'd  a-skinned  her  alive,  so  I  would.  I 
tell  you  nature  is  bound  to  crop  out  and 
I've  wondered  many  a  time  that  some- 
thing didn't  go  wrong  over  there  with  her 
meddlin'  around." 

The  officer  thanked  the  ladies  for  their 
information  and  went  ba^k^pj^hp^depot 
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where  he  found  the  operators  talking  over 
the  situation.  He  made  known  the  clue 
he  had  discovered  and  told  them  what 
Mrs.  Smith  had  said  about  Margeret. 

"She  was  not  about  the  station  when 
we  left,"  said  Brady.  "Yet,  here  your 
theory  comes  in  in  tangible  shape,  Mr. 
Officer,  for  I  believe  you  said  that  some- 
one who  is  acquainted  with  the  habits  of 
the  office  must  have  done  the  act." 

"So  I  did;  and  there  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  but  that  this  Warren  girl  has  the 
money  in  her  possession  now.  I  have 
decided  to  visit  their  home  tonight  and 
clear  up  the  case,  restoring  the  money  to 
you  so  that  you  can  make  your  remit- 
tances in  the  morning.  Have  you  re- 
ported your  loss  yet?" 

"No,  sir;  I  thought  I  would  await  de- 
velopments and  if  no  clue  turned  up  I 
would  do  it  before  going  home  for  the 
night." 

"Very  well.  I  will  report  the  facts  to 
the  chief  on  his  arrival  from  St.  Louis, 
and  may  call  for  you  to  accompany  me  to 
the  home  of  Warren  at  a  late  hour,"  said 
the  officer  departing. 

Brady  was  sitting  in  his  hotel  when  he 
felt  a  touch  upon  his  arm. 

"Come.  The  chief  directs  me  to  go  to 
Warren's  house  and  I  want  you  to  ac- 
company me." 

Brady  had  been  soliloquizing.  He  ar- 
gued, "if  she  was#  seen  running  away 
from  the  depot  at  that  hour— the  hour 
that  I  was  cracking  the  till— is  it  not  pos- 
sible that  she  might  have  seen  something 
to  cause  her  to  run?"  When  the  officer 
touched  his  arm  he  started  in  affright. 
His  meditations  thus  rudely  broken  and 
at  a  time  when  possible  suspicion  might 
be  brought  home  to  his  door  through  this 
girl,  was  enough  to  make  him  feel  most 
uncomfortable,  yet  he  assumed  a  willing- 
ness that  was  well  feigned  and  said, 

"Glad  you  came  and  glad  to  have  the 
chance  to  make  up  my  shortage  before  I 
need  to  report  it,  for  you  know  I  should 
be  censured  at  any  rate  for  leaving  so 
much  money  in  the  till  while  I  went  to 
supper." 

Margeret  retired  to  her  room  but  could 
not  sleep;  before  her  eyes  she  could  see 
Brady  robbing  the  money  drawer  of  the 
ticket  office,  while  a  voice  kept  dinning 
in  her  ears,  "tell  O'Connell  by  wire,  tell 


O'Connell  by  wire."  Just  then  she  heard 
the  relay  in  an  adjoining  room  calling  DU, 
station  on  the  line.  She  listened  to  its 
continued  call  until  she  imagined  it  spoke 
the  words,  "tell  O'Connell  by  wire,"  over 
and  over,  until  half  distracted  she  went  to 
the  key  whose  sounder  had  seemingly 
now  stopped  to  give  her  opportunity  to 
do  as  it  had  urged  her  to  do;  then  she 
called, 

"My  My  My,"  followed  by  her  signa- 
ture, "MW." 

"I  I,  My,"  came  the  answer. 

Fearful  lest  Brady  might  be  in  the  office 
at  Welden  Junction  and  hear  her,  she 
put  her  ground  on  that  side  and  asked, 

"Is  C  there?" 

Among  telegraphers  each  one  has  a 
personal  signature  and  that  of  O'Connell 
was  C. 

"Here;  what  is  it,  Maggie?"  came  the 
answer  from  O'Connell  himself. 

Then  Maggie  told  him  what  she  had 
seen  on  that  afternoon  oh  her  way  from 
school.  When  she  had  finished  it  dawned 
upon  O'Connell's  mind  that  perhaps  sus- 
picion might  attach  itself  to  Margeret. 
He  merely  ok'd  her  report  and  said  good 
night,  but  determined  to  take  steps  to 
thwart  any  possible  chance  for  Brady  to 
cast  suspicion  upon  her. 

It  was  twenty  minutes  before  the  ex- 
press was  due  at  Bradford  where  his  old 
friend  Cap  Collins  lived.  Cap  had  spent 
the  better  part  of  life  in  the  secret  service 
of  the  United  States  government  and  he 
was  ever  willing  to  serve  O'Connell  in 
any  capacity. 

"If  I  can  only  get  Cap  there  tonight  I 
will  have  Mr.  Brady  decorated  with  hand- 
cuffs before  morning,"  said  O'Connell, 
opening  the  key. 

Bradford  answered  up  promptly. 

"Is  Cap  Collins  at  home?" 

"Yes,  here  at  depot;  going  to  St.  Louis 
on  55.  On  train  now." 

"Get  him.  Tell  him  O'Connell  must 
have  his  services  tonight  without  fail. 
Important." 

"Ok,"  came  the  answer. 

When  the  operator  at  Bradford  sent  his 
"os"  which  is  a  report  of  the  leaving  of 
trains  prefaced  by  the  letters  os  signify- 
ing train  report,  O'Connell  broke  in: 

"Did  you  get  Collins?" 

"Yes;  he  is  here." 
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"Ground  east,"  said  O'Connell. 
"Ground  wire  on,"  came  the  answer. 
Then  O'Connell  gave  Collins  a  full  state- 
mentof  the  robbery  together  with  his  fears 
about  suspicion  being  thrown  upon  Mar- 
geret  Warren,  and  begged  him  to  go  to 
Weldon  Junction  and  prevent  it  if  possi- 
ble. He  received  the  assurance  that  he 
would  and  the  express  found  him  a  pass- 
enger bound  for  Welden  instead  of  St. 
Louts  as  he  had  first  been  bound.  Oh  the 
train  he  recognized  the  chief  of  police  of 
Welden  Junction,  and  had  a  very  pleasant 
chat  with  him.  He  did  not  disclose  the 
purpose  of  his  visit  but  did  accept  his  in- 
vitation to  go  to  headquarters.  He  was 
about  to  make  known  his  errand  when  an 
officer  came  into  the  station  and  made  a 
report  of  the  robbery  which  occurred  a 
few  hours  before,  together  with  the  evi- 
dence he  had  acquired  from  Mrs.  Smith. 
He  heard  the  chief  direct  him  to  the  home 
of  Warren  and  to  use  such  persuasion  as 
might  be  necessary  to  secure  an  ack- 
nowledgement of  guilt  and  the  posses- 
sion of  the  missing  money.  When  he  de- 
parted Cap  Collins  was  on  his  trail.  He 
saw  him  touch  Brady  on  the  arm  and  as 
they  passed  him  Brady  said: 

"I  believe  I  will  go  back  and  get  an 
overcoat.  I  am  not  used  to  being  out  in 
the  night  air." 

"I  am  quite  warm  and  I  hardly  think 
you  will  want  one  for  so  short  a  walk,  yet 
if  you  think  you  need  it  I  will  wait  here," 
said  the  officer. 

Brady  went  into  the  hotel  and  turned 
up  the  stairway  leading  to  his  room. 

Following  like  a  shadow  Cap  Collins 
saw  him  enter  and  close  the  door.  No 
one  was  in  the  hallway.  He  hastily 
secured  a  chair  that  stood  near  and 
placed  it  near  the  door;  standing  on  this 
he  could  see  Brady  handling  a  roll  of 
money.  He  saw  him  extract  several  bills 
and  place  the  remainder  in  his  trunk 
which  he  carefully  locked.  Collins  had 
just  time  to  replace  the  chair  and  take  a 
position  near  the  door  of  a  room  which . 
he  pretended  to  be  unlocking,  when  Brady 
came  out  and  descended  the  stairs.  He 
followed  closely  behind  the  pair,  crossing 
the  bridge  entering  the  Warren  yard  but 
a  few  steps  behind  them. 

Mrs.  Warren  had  retired  and  Jack  was 
still  sitting  up  reading  his  papers,  when 


a  light  knock  sounded  on  the  door.  Jack 
arose  and  admitted  them  into  the  study 
room,  inviting  them  to  come  through  into 
the  sitting  room  which  was  lighted. 

"Just  leave  that  door  ajar,"  said  Jack, 
"it  is  quite  close  here." 

When  Brady  entered,  following  the  of- 
ficer and  Jack  who  were  leading  the  way, 
he  cast  a  searching  glance  about  the 
room.  He  discovered  a  number  of  school 
books  in  the  dim  light,  lying  upon  the 
table  which  he  correctly  surmised  be- 
longed to  Margeret.  Hastily  opening  one 
he  thrust  something  within  then  stepped 
into  the  room  which  Jack  had  bidden 
them  enter  and  all  were  seated. 

"Mr.  Warren,  I  have  a  very  unpleasant 
duty  to  perform  and  one  which  will,  per- 
haps, touch  your  heart  and  that  of  your 
wife  and  bring  grief  to  your  little  home. 
I  have  children  of  my  own  and  can  appre- 
ciate the  sorrow  of  what  such  a  blow 
would  bring,  yet  you  have  the  consolation 
that  she  is  not  your  flesh  and  blood," 
said  the  officer  by  way  of  introduction  of 
the  errand  which  brought  him. 

"I  don't  understand  the  nature  of  your 
visit,"  said  Jack.  "If  you  mean  that  my 
daughter  has  done  aught  to  bring  a  blush 
of  shame  or  grief  upon  us  you  have  belied 
her  and  I  warn  you  to  take  yourselves 
from  under  my  roof.  I  will  answer  for 
her  at  any  time.   She  is  an  angel." 

"Will  you  hear  the  evidence,  Mr.  War- 
ren?  I  ask  this  in  kindness." 

"You  have  no  evidence  against  her, 
but  go  ahead,  I  will  listen." 

The  officer  related  all  about  the  rob- 
bery, omitting  the  evidence  of  Mrs. 
Smith  which  reflected  her  opinion  of  Mar- 
geret' s  character  but  giving  that  part 
which  related  to  Margeret's  hurried  de- 
parture from  the  office.  When  he  had 
finished  there  were  tears  in  Jack's  eyes. 

"Boys,  she  never  did  it.  I  would  stake 
my  life  upon  her  honesty." 

"Now  Mr.  Warren,  as  we  fully  sympa- 
thize with  you  in  this  matter  let  us  satisfy 
ourselves  conclusively  that  she  has  noth- 
ing about  her  effects  which  would  point 
to  her  guilt.  I  have  deferred  making  my 
report  of  this  affair  until  I  could  see  you 
and  perhaps  get  back  the  money  which  I 
thought  the  child  had  taken.  If  you  will 
permit  an  examination  of  her  effects 
which  might  contain  the  money  I  will  feel 
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satisfied;  and  should  we  discover  it,  which 
I  trust  we  will  not  for  I  hope  she  is  inno- 
cent, I  will  say  nothing  about  it  to  any- 
one." 

"Yes,  gentlemen,  I  will  allow  you  to  ex- 
amine her  effects.  Come  this  way,"  said 
Jack,  lifting  the  lamp  from  the  table  and 
leading  the  way  into  the  study.  He 
brought  out  her  clothing  from  her  room 
and  it  was  inspected.  Her  books  came 
next.  Brady  picked  up  her  school  bag, 
turning  it  inside  out.  He  was  narrowly 
.  watching  the  officer  who  was  running  the 
leaves  of  the  book  under  his  thumb,  but 
the  only  thing  this  process  brought  to 
light  was  Margeret's  examination  paper 
which  caught  Jack's  eye,  marked  "ex- 
cellent.' Brady  now  began  a  nervous 
examination  of  the  books.  He  showed 
marked  disappointment  as  he  had  leaved 
over  the  last  book  and  glanced  upon  the 
floor  as  if  the  object  of  his  search  might 
be  seen  lying  there." 

"I  find  nothing  to  justify  a  suspicion, 
Mr.  Warren,"  said  the  officer.  "Have 
you  found  anything,  Mr.  Brady?" 

"I  have  not." 

"I  have." 

All  turned  to  face  a  new  speaker  that 
had  noiselessly  appeared  upon  the  scene. 
It  was  Cap  Collins. 

He  stood  with  hand  aloft.  Between  his 
fingers  he  held  the  money  that  Nil 
Brady  had  inserted  between  the  leaves  of 
Margeret's  book. 

"Were  you  looking  for  evidence  of  this 
nature,  gentlemen?" 

"We  were,"  said  Brady,  stepping  for- 
ward and  reaching  for  the  notes.  "How 
did  you  come  by  them,  sir;  who  are  you?" 

Jack  stepped  nearer  to  the  stranger 
dressed  in  ordinary  homespun  in  order  to 
get  a  better  view  of  the  features  partly 
concealed  by  the  broad  brim  hat  that  he 
wore. 

"Old  Cap  Collins!  the  secret  service 
man,"  exclaimed  Jack.  "You  have  the 
evidence?  Who  does  it  incriminate? 
Speak,  Cap,  speak!  Is  it  my  little  Mar- 
geret?" 

"Brady's  face  blanched.  His  knees 
trembled  so  that  he  could  scarcely  stand. 
He  had  often  heard  of  his  prowess  as  a 
thief  catcher  and  now  that  he  stood  before 
him  it  seemed  that  the  piercing  eyes  of 
Collins  was  reading  his  very  thoughts. 


"There  stands  the  thief,  and  a  most  de- 
spicable one  at  that.  Here,  my  man,  let 
me  adorn  your  wrist  with  these,"  said 
Collins,  producing  a  pair  of  hand-cuffs, 
"and  unite  you  in  close  fellowship  with 
an  honest  man,"  at  the  same  time  secur- 
ing him  to  the  officer. 

"It's  a  cursed  plot  to  ruin  me  to  save 
the  girl,"  he  gasped. 

"Do  you  deny  having  placed  this  money 
in  Margaret's  book?  Do  you  deny 
that  you  returned  to  your  room  before 
coming  here  and  taking  a  little  black 
satchel  from  your  trunk  and  extracting 
these  bills  for  that  purpose?  Do  you 
deny  that  you  retraced  your  steps  after 
leaving  Neff  and  returned  to  the  ticket 
office  where  you  broke  open  your  door  arid 
pried  your  cash  drawer  from  its  fasten- 
ings, scattering  its  contents  over  the 
floor,  after  which  you  placed  the  bills  in 
your  inner  coat  pocket  and  appropriated 
the  larger  denominations  of  coins  scat- 
tered about?"  said  Collins  searchingly. 

"Yes,  it's  all  a  lie." 

"I  saw  you,  Nil  Brady;  and  it's  not  a 
lie!" 

It  was  Margeret  who  spoke.  Clad  only 
in  her  little  night  robe  she  stood  in  the 
door  of  her  bed  chamber  with  head  thrown 
back  and  hands  clinched,  looking  the 
picture  of  indignation,  while  Brady  no 
longer  able  to  deny  the  powerful  evidence 
brought  to  bear,  collapsed. 

"I  am  guilty;  I  am  guilty;  take  me 
away,  officer." 

Then  the  trio  passed  out  into  the  night, 
old  Cap  Collins  calling  back: 

"Good  night,  Jack,  old  man;  good 
night,  Margeret." 

"Margeret  dear,  what  does  all  this 
mean?"  said  Mrs.  Warren. who  had  heard 
all. 

Then  came  the  unfolding  of  the  story 
from  the  beginning,  not  failing  to  dwell 
upon  each  impulse  that  restrained  her 
from  telling  her  parents.  The  descrip- 
tion of  the  influence  upon  her  mind  by 
the  relay  which  seemed  to  transpose  the 
letters  UD  into  "tell  O'Connell  by  wire" 
seemed  amusing  at  first  to  Jack,  but  his 
sympathy  was  aroused  when  he  thought 
of  the  strain  upon  that  young  mind  who 
had  never  before  witnessed  crime,  and 
both  Jack  and  Mrs.  Warren  said  that, 
perhaps  her  action  in  telling  O'Connell 
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by  wire  was  an  act  of  providence  after  all. 

The  next  event  in  Margeret's  life  was, 
perhaps,  her  proudest  day.  She  stood 
before  the  class  at  college  and  carried 
away  first  honors,  but  she  bore  it  grace- 
fully. Many  expressions  of  admiration 
went  up  as  she  passed  down  the  aisle 
among  her  friends  who  loaded  her  with 
flowers  and  showered  their  congratula- 
tions upon  her. 

"And  this  is  my  little  girl  who  used  to 
pnll  the  throttle  for  me  on  the  express. 
You  will  share  your  smiles  with  me,  too, 
"won't  you,  Margeret,  if  I  am  only  an  old 
greaser?" 

"Why,  Uncle  Abe!  you  dear,  good  man. 
I  am  happy  to  see  you." 

Then  she  put  her  arms  around  his  neck 
and  drew  his  withered  cheek  to  her  lips 
and  kissed  him  tenderly.  Abe  tried  to 
smile  and  tried  to  say  something  more 
but  the  words  stuck  in  his  throat.  He 
turned  away  brushing  his  rough  sleeve 
across  his  eyes  and  whispered  something 
to  his  companions  who  stood  near  that 
sounded  like,  "cinder  in  my  eye." 

Ed  O'Connell  was  there  and  his  pride 
in  Margeret's  success  was  scarcely  less 
than  that  of  Jack  whose  beaming  face 


portrayed  the  happiness  he  felt.  Mar- 
geret received  his  congratulations  with 
evident  pride  and  on  their  way  to  Lands 
End  that  night  each  grew  reminiscent 
and  related  many  recollections  which  had 
been  the  means  of  cementing  their  friend- 
ship. Ed  explained  to  her  how  old  Cap 
Collins  "happened"  to  arrive  atsooppor- 
tune  a  time,  and  said, 

"It  wasn't  a  bad  idea  to  be  joined  to- 
gether by  wire,  was  it,  Margeret?" 

Then  followed  a  suggestion  which  did 
away  with  wires  altogether  which  both 
seemed  to  understand,  and  when  they  ar- 
rived at  Lands  End,  Ed  informed  Jack 
that  he  intended  to  close  the  office  at  MW 
and  promote  its  operator  to  general  man- 
ager over  the  O'Connell  home  which  he 
had  prepared  in  anticipation  of  her 
answer. 

"I  suppose  I  am  subject  to  the  orders  of 
the  dispatcher  and  will  have  to  obey,  but 
it  is  hard  to  lose  our  little  sunshine,"  said 
Jack. 

When  O'Connell  left  Margeret  that 
night  he  was  insisting  upon  an  answer  to 
something  and  Margeret  was  heard  to 
say: 

"In  June." 


THE  5 


BY  JOSE  GROS. 


For  over  two  years  we  have  had  a  pro- 
fuse and  almost  constant  correspondence 
with  a  friend  whom  we  have  never  seen. 
To  be  sure,  we  have  never  seen  the  great 
majority  of  our  best  friends,  those  any- 
how for  whom  we  feel  the  deepest  attach- 
ment in  the  domain  of  altruistic  thoughts 
and  universal  principles  of  brotherhood. 
We  have  done  our  best  to  agree  with  that 
friend,  and  he  with  us,  on  some  of  the 
vital  processes  of  social  existence,  that 
is,  on  the  broad  fields  of  healthy  general 
development.  We  both  have  been  unable 
to  agree  on  anything.  We  are  yet  as  far 
apart  as  at  the  beginning  of  our  corres- 
pondence over  two  years  ago.  Yet  our 
combined  letters  during  that  period  would 
fill  up  a  large  volume,  and,  we  fancy,  an 
interesting  one,  too,  for  many  people.  All 
the  same  our  appreciation  of  each  other 


has  increased.  Many  of  our  not  far  from 
200  articles  to  different  papers  during 
those  two  years  wonld  have  lacked  con- 
siderable force  and  data  without  that  cor- 
respondence. That  is  what  we  at  least 
imagine.  On  the  other  hand  we  don't 
imagine  we  have  done  our  friend  any 
especial  good,  just  as  we  don't  imagine 
that  our  articles  in  the  last  ten  years  have 
accomplished  anything  worth  talking 
about.  Our  readers  can  then  notice  that 
we  are  not  infatuated  with  our  own  per- 
sonality. The  men  who  try  to  work  for 
God's  righteousness  should  have  nothing 
to  do  with  results.  God  Himself  shall  at- 
tend to  that  matter,  in  so  far  as  men  may 
allow  Him,  since  He  cannot  make  men 
good  as  long  as  they  prefer  to  be  bad  or 
indifferent,  that  is  a  little  bad  and  a  little 
good. 
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Lik6  most  other  men,  the  friend  we  have 
mentioned  has  been  the  victim  of  the 
wretched  or  half  wretched  social  sur- 
roundings we  provide  for  most  people. 
What  we  provide  for  all  of  us  in  general 
averages  per  average  family  group  is 
about  as  follows: 

Annual  income  to  GO  per  cent  of  the  people.  $300  00 

  25  600  00 

••  10       "  "        1200  00 
 3               -          "        4000  00 

We  give  to  the  rest,  2  per  cent,  from 
about  $10,000  up  to  $10,000,000  and  over 
$20,'  00,000  per  family,  per  annum. 

We  really  sink  the  60  per  cent  into  bot- 
tom poverty,  equal  to  but  20  per  cent  of 
the  minimum  sanitary  needs  for  healthy 
physical  and  mental  development.  To 
the  25  per  cent  we  give  middle  poverty, 
equal  to  but  40  per  cent  of  those  needs. 
To  the  10  per  cent,  genteel  poverty,  what 
Dickens  called  the  worst  kind,  well,  to 
them  we  are  generous  enough  to 
give  them  80  per  cent  of  the  lowest 
sanitary  needs  per  family,  the  latter  being 
$1,500  as  tested  by  the  writer.  And  few 
object  to  that  figure  as  too  high,  while 
many  consider  it  yet  very  low,  according 
to  the  requirements  of  our  excitable  lives, 
harsh  climatic  conditions  and  the  so 
many  idiotic  needs  that  we  have  made 
very  much  needed,  because  we  have  run 
away  from  mother  nature  in  our  hunger 
and  thirst  after  vanities  and  humbugs. 

In  the  eyes  of  a  righteous  God,  the 
great  crime  of  modern  nations  is  the  ex- 
treme difference  between  the  immense 
sums  we  give  to  the  few  and  the  scanty 
rations  we  give  to  the  many,  without 
whose  labor  the  former  would  starve  and 
freeze.  Because  what  would  become  of 
us,  brilliant  fellows,  with  from  $3,000,  not 
much  after  all,  up  into  millions  per  an- 
num, if  the  wretched  miners  would  not 
mine  coal  for  a  single  year,  and  the  poor 
farmers  should  not  raise  food  for  any  12 
months? 

And  yet  we  have  a  class  of  people  more 
to  be  pitied  than  the  poor  farmers, 
miners,  etc.,  constituting  the  bottom  pov- 
erty, over  8,000,000  family  groups.  We 
have  not  far  from  4,000,000  population 
totally  or  partially  kept  alive  by  our 
wealthy  and  comfortable  classes,  through 
the  many  modern  charitable  processes 
which  undermine  all  manhood  and  con- 
vert men,  women  and  children  into  mere 


human  mechanisms  unable  to  feel,  think 
or  act  but  in  complete  submission  to 
those  who  keep  them  alive. 

And  what  about  the  problem  of  the  un- 
employed? According  to  official  data 
from  labor  bureaus,  we  seldom  have  less 
than  2,000,000  workers  out  of  work  in  the 
winter  months  and  seldom  less  than 
1,000,000  the  rest  of  the  year.  About  fifty 
years  ago,  even  in  the  most  degraded 
southern  nations  of  Europe,  the  em- 
ployers of  labor  did  not  dare  to  discharge 
any  of  their  workers  when  sales  were 
difficult,  for  fear  of  not  finding  enough  of 
them  when  trade  revived.  The  employers 
never  even  dreamed  of  closing  their 
establishments  for  weeks  at  a  time,  as  it 
is  constantly  done  in  our  glorious(?) 
modern  period.  They  preferred  to  sell 
their  surplus  goods  at  cost.  The  writer 
was  at  the  time  at  the  head  of  a  business 
concern  and  ought  to  know  what  he  is 
talking  about.  We  refer  to  periods  of 
peace. 

And  who  is  responsible  for  the  modern 
evils  we  have  tried  to  briefly  outline? 
Mostly,  anyhow,  the  men  with  intelligence, 
wealth,  influence,  and  at  least  better  fed 
and  housed,  etc.,  than  the  millions  we 
sink  into  what  we  have  called  bottom 
poverty  and  middle  poverty.  Perhaps 
even  those  coming  into  the  classification 
of  genteel  poverty,  with  incomes  from 
$1,000  to  $2,000,  or  even  a  little  over,  could 
do  considerable  in  the  job  of  suppressing- 
the  levels  of  deeper  poverty  that  lie  below 
their  class. 

In  our  above  meditation  we  don't  mean 
to  diminish  by  an  atom  the  high  services 
that  society  at  large  owes  to  all 
labor  brotherhoods.  They  are  the  only 
hope  of  humanity,  the  only  organized 
groups  who  do  their  best  to  raise  the 
standard  of  modern  nations.  Of  that  the 
writer  has  been  sure  for  several  years, 
and  we  deplore  the  dreadful  struggles 
that  now  and  then  they  are  forced  to  go 
through  to  barely  exist  or  prevent  the 
wages  of  all  workers  from  tumbling- 
down  lower  than  ever.  It  is  those  very 
struggles  which  most  emphatically  show 
the  gravity  of  the  situation.  Then,  we 
can  notice  that  in  forms  the  most  subtle 
and  silent,  but  sure  and  inexorable,  all 
the  forces  of  organized  society  stand 
against  the  basic  rights  of  organ- 
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ized  labor  and  in  favor  of  certain  fan- 
tastic rights  of  labor  outside,  and  how 
are  we  g6ing  to  dispose  of  that  situation? 
Here  is  where  organized  workers  seem  to 
be  yet  in  the  woods,  unable  to  find  any 
road  out  of  them. 

Take,  again,  that  friend  of  ours  above 
indicated.  He  represents  the  type  of 
highest  intelligence  and  manhood  in  the 
nation,  a  faithful  worker  in  his  labor  or- 
ganization, but  try  to  make  him  feel  that 
we  owe  some  duties  to  humanity  at  large, 
to  the  nation  we  live  in,  and  in  that  field 
he  finds  nothing  specific,  precise,  tan- 
gent, no  localized  duties  by  which  we  all 
should  abide  because  of  the  simple  fact 
of  our  being  "men."  And  we  cannot 
blame  that  friend  of  ours  or  the  millions 
like  him.  Don't  you  see  that  neither  our 
religious  nor  our  civil  education  teaches 
anything  about  what  we  owe  to  God  and 
each  other  in  the  realm  of  national  life?' 
The  old  satanic  philosophy  still  prevails 
which  built  up  the  pyramids  of  Egypc, 
viz:  That  father  time  shall  fix  up  every- 
thing, that  civilization  means  nothing 
bat  work — work— work— regardless  of  its 
quality  and  purpose. 

Work!  We  already  give  to  most  men 
five  times  more  work  than  God  means  any 
man  should  have,  while  we  condemn 
millions  into  beggary  and  loafing,  be- 
cause we  have  no  work  for  them,  or  we 


don't  give  them  taste  for  any  healthy 
work,  nor  manhood  enough  to  find  it,  to 
get  it.  Choose  what  you  like.  The  more 
you  try  to  excuse  the  fact  of  men  out  of 
work  by  blaming  the  individual  them- 
selves, and  prove  the  immaculate  con- 
ditions of  society,  the  blacker  and  more 
infernal  you  make  society  look. 

And  what  has  Father  Time  done  for  us 
in  the  last  6000  years?  About  fifty  years 
ago,  although  already  belonging  to  the 
somewhat  comfortable  classes,  the  three 
per  cent  below  that  two  per  cent,  we  have 
considered  the  top  in  our  above  classifi- 
cation of  incomes,  the  writer  was  already 
in  close  communication  with  the  working 
classes.  They  were  not  any  more  ignor- 
ant than  the  bulk  of  our  beloved  workers 
are  today,  in  the  all  important  duties  of 
citizenship  for  the  proper  evolution  of 
healthy  government.  And  that  ignorance 
increases  as  you  rise  into  higher  social 
level.  The  greater  the  wealth  of  the 
modern  social  unit,  the  greater  his  ignor- 
ance in  all  that  appertains  to  the  supreme 
duty  of  building  up  sound,  healthy, 
righteous  nations. 

Can  progress  or  civilization  be  anything 
but  a  magnificent  farce,  as  long  as  the 
supreme  duty  in  question  remains  a 
negation,  either  because  of  conscious  or 
unconscious,  willing  or  unwilling  ignor- 
ance on  the  subject? 


THiE  WRECK  AT  ©ARSEo 

BY  HENRY  A.  FERGUSSON. 
.  [In  Locomotive  Engineering.] 


I  was  a  member  of  the  wreck  crew  at 
last,  and  so  pleased  over  it  that  I  gave  all 
the  men  in  our  gang,  except  the  boss,  a 
two-for-five  cigar  to  smoke  at  dinner 
hour. 

It  was  a  proud  distinction  for  me.  Only 
three  years  before  I  had  appeared  at  the 
foreman's  office  without  a  cent  or  a  friend 
begging  a  job  in  the  car  repair  shop,  and 
he  put  me  in  the  worst  gang  in  the  shop, 
at  fifteen  cents  an  hour  pay.  I  say  the 
worst  gang,  because  they  had  the  mean- 
est man  for  a  gang  boss,  and  did  all  the 
stock  car  repairs. 

Tom  Fletcher,  the  boss,  was  the  queer- 
est mixture  of  hypocrisy  and  misguided 


religion  I  ever  met.  He  would  dock  a 
man  an  hour's  pay  for  a  couple  of  minutes 
spent  during  working  hours  in  putting  a 
few  sticks  of  kindling  wood  into  his  din- 
ner bucket,  and  then  ask  him  solemnly  if 
he  "could  ask  the  Lord  to  bless  it," 
while  his  own  big  dinner  basket,  perhaps, 
carried  out  enough  nails  to  build  a  barn. 
It  was  through  no  agency  of  his  that  I 
was  promoted  to  the  wreck  crew,  but  it 
came  about  in  this  way: 

My  boarding  house  was  near  the  big 
car  shop  yards,  and  late  one  night  there 
was  a  wreck  down  the  road,  and  the 
caller  started  out  to  gather  in  the  crew. 

When  he  banged  on  the  side  of  the 
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house  with  a  club  I  awoke  and  bounded 
to  the  window,  raised  it,  and  wanted  to 
know  what  was  the  trouble. 

"Tell  Ike  Rhodes  the  wreck  crew  starts 
in  twenty  minutes,"  he  shouted,  and  was 
off. 

•  Now  Ike  boarded  in  the  same  house 
with  me  and  we  were  pretty  good  friends; 
but,  unfortunately,  he  had  gone  to  a  secret 
labor  meeting  in  a  neighboring  town  and 
and  wouldn't  be  back  until  morning.  This 
meant  a  week's  suspension  for  not  report- 
ing, and  I  resolved  instantly  to  take  his 
place.  Slipping  into  my  clothes,  I  left  the 
house  and  made  a  straight  line  for  the 
wreck  train.  Old  John  Strong,  foreman 
and  wreck  boss,  sized  me  up  the  moment 
I  came  in  sight. 

"Where's  Rhodes,  and  what  areyou  do- 
ing here?"  he  asked  in  one  breath. 

"Ike's  sick,"  lied  I;  "and  I  came  in  his 
place,  if  you  need  me." 

"All  right.  Git  into  the  tool  car,"  said 
he,  and  a  moment  later  waved  a  signal  to 
the  engineer,  and  off  we  started. 

There  were  sixty  men  of  us,  all  told, 
aboard,  most  of  whom  I  knew  in  the  shop; 
and  not  caring  to  have  any  more  ques- 
tions asked  me  about  Ike's  illness,  I  went 
into  the  block  car  and  sat  down  on  a  coil 
of  rope. 

I  had  not  been  seated  long  before  the 
"Old  Man"  came  through,  and  I  antici- 
pated any  embarrassing  question  about 
Ike  by  asking  him  where  the  wreck  was. 

"Down  at  Baree,"  he  replied;  "head  on 
collision,"  and  he  went  on  through  to  the 
engine. 

I  got  up  presently  and  opened  the  side 
door  as  the[ train  began  to  slow  down.  It 
was  just  dawn  of  a  clear  morning,  and  on 
looking  out  I  saw  the  wreck  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  ahead  of  us.  It  was  a  great 
sight.  There  were  cars  piled  up  forty  feet 
in  the  air,  looking  in  the  twilight  like 
some  huge  animal,  the  staring  eyes  of  two 
wrecked,  but  unquenched  headlights 
heightening  the  effect. 

Not  many  minutes  had  we  to  think, 
though.  "Out  with  you,"  bawled  the  Old 
Man.  "Bring  up  four  log-chains  and  two 
lengths  of  three-inch  rope." 

Ike  Rhodes  belonged  to  the  gang  which 
handled  the  ropes,  so  I  fell  in  with  them 
as  they  came  into  the  block  car,  and 


helped  to  get  the  heavy  coils  out  through 
the  door  and  dragged  along  the  track. 

While  the  men  were  busy  making  these 
preparations,  the  Old  Man  was  making  an 
inspection  of  the  wreck,  like  a  general 
before  a  battle. 

The  wreck  had  occurred  at  a  place 
where  there  were  three  tracks,  the  middle 
one  being  used  as  a  siding,  and  about 
five  miles  long.  At  each  end  of  this  sid- 
ing, where  it  turned  out  into  the  two  main 
line  tracks,  was  a  signal  tower  governing 
the  crossings  and  switch  levers  control- 
ling their  use. 

West-bound,  about  2:30  a.  m.,  came  a 
fast  merchandise  freight,  designated  as 
"Extra  No.  865,"  two  engines  ahead  and 
forty  cars  trailing  behind  like  some  giant 
anaconda,  with  eyes  along  its  sides, 
where  the  white  lamps  of  the  brakemen 
shone. 

Clickety,  click  click;  clickety,  click 
click;  clickety,  click  click,  came  the  oper- 
ator's call  from  the  train  dispatcher's  of- 
fice. It  was  unheeded,  for  the  operator 
was  sound  asleep. 

The  switch  was  set  for  the  siding,  and 
along  came  our  anaconda  and  poked  its 
big  double  head  in  on  the  middle  track. 

The  noise  of  the  passing  train  woke  the 
operator,  and  he  mechanically  reached 
out  and  answered  the  dispatcher's  call. 

"Run  Extra  No.  865  main  line  to  Baree 
tower,"  came  the  order,  followed  quickly 
by:  "Why  didn't  you  answer?" 

He  couldn't  give  a  satisfactory  answer 
to  this,  so  simply  said,  "O.  K.,"  and 
closed  the  key.  Cold  drops  of  perspira- 
tion stood  out  on  his  face,  for  already  the 
red  lights  on  the  caboose  of  Extra  No.  865 
were  disappearing  around  the  curve  in 
the  distance.  He  had  one  resource  left. 
Calling  up  Baree  tower,  he  told  the  oper- 
ator there,  "Extra  No.  865  is  on  middle 
track,  west  bound;  let  nothing  in;"  back 
came  the  heart-breaking  reply,  "Extra 
No.  1167,  thirty  loaded  coal,  east  bound, 
passed  in  on  middle  siding  five  minutes 
ago." 

It  was  an  agonizing  moment,  and  the 
poor  fellow,  mentally  upset,  from  mere 
force  of  habit  set  the  signal  for  the  main 
line  red,  and  then  ran  away  into  the 
night,  pursued  by  the  horrible  thought  of 
what  would  surely  happen  through  his 
neglect. 
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The  two  trains  rapidly  approached,  and 
on  rounding  a  bend  came  in  sight  of  each 
other.  Down  brakes  was  screeched  from 
three  whistles  simultaneously,  and  throt- 
tles were  instantly  closed;  but  nothing 
human  could  have  stopped  them,  and 
each  engineer,  having  done  all  that  he 
could,  jumped. 

The  opposing  engines  met  with  a  crash 
like  artillery,  reared  for  an  instant,  and 
fell  off  at  each  side,  shattered  to  pieces. 
The  second  engine  of  the  west-bound 
train  climbed  the  wreck  of  the  other  two 
and  stood  there  like  a  monument,  while 
car  after  car  rose  and  turned,  crashed, 
smashed,  and  fell,  scattering  its  contents 
on  the  debris,  until,  momentum  being 
spent,  all  was  still  but  the  violent  roar  of 
escaping  steam  from  the  ruptured  engine 
boilers. 

Not  one  of  the  train  crew  was  killed, 
for,  being  warned  in  time,  they  had  all 
jumped. 

The  Old  Man  completed  his  survey  of 
the  disaster  and  immediately  began  to 
act  on  his  rapidly  formed  plans. 

Mr.  Morrison,  a  lately  promoted  train- 
master, had  arrived  on  the  scene,  and  was 
acting  with  the  usual  dignity  of  a  be- 
headed fowl  about  it.  Old  Man  Strong 
was  pretty  cool  and  kept  every  man  of  us 
busy.  There  was  an  old  orchard  full  of 
gnarled  and  rotten  apple  trees  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  road  from  the  damaged 
house,  and  it  was  exactly  what  the  Old 
Man  needed. 

I  was  sent  in  there,  with  McGuire  and  a 
couple  of  other  men,  to  lash  a  sheave- 
block  to  one  of  those  trees,  the  rest  of  the 
men  being  variously  employed  in  throw- 
ing; broken  pianos,  sewing  machines, 
damaged  crates  of  shoes,  hats  and  all 
sorts  of  merchandise,  together  with  tons 
of  coal,  off  the  tracks,  and  in  securing 
the  ropes  to  broken  car  bodies  and  trucks 
for  the  engines  to  drag  down  over  the 
bank. 

It  resembled  a  gigantic  game  of  jack- 
straws,  in  which  a'  point  is  won  when 
something  moves.  Presently  something 
moved  near  me  that  wasn't  expected. 
Our  old  apple  tree,  weary  with  its  weight 
of  years  plus  the  strain  of  dragging  a 
thirty-ton  capacity  coal  car  from  the  em- 
brace of  several  others,  broke  off  with  a 
crackling  thud.   We  lost  no  time  in  get- 


ting our  block  to  another  tree,  which  also 
broke  off,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  next 
one,  when  Mr.  Morrison,  the  trainmaster, 
called  down  to  us  to  stop. 

We  then  saw  that  he  was  having  a  vio- 
lent conversation  with  an  old  farmer, 
evidently,  from  the  way  he  was  pointing 
and  gesticulating,  the  owner  of  the  or- 
chard, and  who  was  protesting  against 
the  destruction  of  his  trees. 

His  words  must  have  been  effective,  for 
Mr.  Morrison  ordered  us  to  stop,  take  our 
tackle  around  to  the  other  side  and  fasten 
it  to  something  there. 

Now,  if  there  is  one  breach  of  railroad 
etiquette  more  disagreeable  than  any 
other  it  is  for  an  officer,  however  exalted 
his  position,  to  interfere  with  the  wreck- 
master  while  he  is  clearing  up  a  wreck; 
for  it  is  only  practicable  to  work  out  one 
plan",  and  the  wreck  boss  himself  gener- 
ally knows  which  is  the  quickest  way  to 
clear  the  tracks,  and  will  not  stand  much 
interference. 

Our  new  trainmaster  was  totally  unac- 
quainted with  Old  Man  Strong's  disposi- 
tion, or  he  would  not  have  ordered  us 
anywhere. 

The  Old  Man  saw  us  as  we  came  around 
the  pile. 

"What  are  you  fellows  doing  here?"  he 
thundered. 

"Shure,  Mr.  Morrison  was  afeard  we 
wud  spile  the  apples,  an'  tould  us  to  come 
here,"  said  McGuire. 

This  set  the  Old  Man  tb  boiling,  and  he 
ordered  us  back  to  our  work  at  once, 
striding  ahead  himself. 

As  we  went  down  over  the  bank  he  be- 
gan to  talk  to  the  trainmaster.  "Morri- 
son, there  is  only  one  way  to  clear  this 
track  quickly,  and  I  have  to  use  that 
orchard,  if  I  rip  up  every  tree  in  it." 

"Now,  Mr.  Strong,"  replied  Morrison, 
"it  seems  to  me  that  we  might  save  those 
trees  by  working  from  the  other  side." 

"How  about  that  engine?"  said  Strong, 
pointing  to  the  one  standing  almost 
straight  in  the  air.  "You  can't  get  that 
across  to  the  other  side  short  of  two 
hours,  and  more  than  that,"  his  voice 
like  a  bull,  "I  am  taking  up  this  wreck, 
and  will  be  glad  not  to  have  you  order 
the.  men  around." 

Morrison  grew  white  to  the  lips,  and 
without  a  word  started  for  the  box  relay 
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to  send  a  message  to  the  superintendent 
about  it.  I  heard  afterward  that  he  got 
an  answer  back  to  "let  Old  Man  Strong 
alone,"  but,  however  that  may  be,  he 
gave  the  wreck  crew  no  more  orders. 

We  went  ahead  in  the  orchard,  and  the 
way  things  began  to  rip  and  tear  out  of 
that  pile  of  cars  beat  everything  I  ever 
saw. 

One  track  was  soon  cleared  of  all  ex- 
cept the  engine  and  tank  of  the  east- 
bound  train,  which  lay  across  the  rails 
and  supported  the  one  which  was  stand- 
ing up. 

The  Old  Man  was  going  to  try  and  pull 
that  standing  engine  over  from  the  or- 
chard in  the  same  way  as  he  did  the  cars; 
so  we  were  ordered  to  lash  the  block  to 
three  more  trees  and  run  a  heavier  rope 
through.  When  all  was  ready  the  engine 
doing  the  pulling  took  up  plenty  of  slack 
and  went  back  with  a  jerk. 

The  wrecked  engine  moved  about  a  foot 
and  all  three  apple  trees  snapped  off, 
making  nine  that  we  had  destroyed,  and 
leaving  no  more  of  sufficient  size  in  the 
orchard. 

But  still  that  engine  stood  up  and 
seemed  to  defy  us. 

The  derrick  was  run.  forward,  and, 
powerful  though  it  was,  could  not  budge 
it. 

I  had  been  set  at  shoveling  coal  down 
the  bank  us  a  sort  of  relaxation  from  the 
orchard  episode,  when  a  brilliant  idea 
occurred  to  me.  Whether  it  was  the  re- 
sult of  the  shoveling  or  not  I  cannot  say, 
but  it  promised  relief  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  I  determined  to  tell  the  Old  Man 
about  it. 

He  was  yelling  at  the  derrick  gang 
when  I  got  to  him,  but,  nothing  daunted, 
I  spoke  up. 

"Excuse  me,  Mr.  Strong,"  I  began. 

"Well,  what  do  you  want?"  he  said 
sharply. 

"I  thought  that  if  you  had  an  engine 
on  the  other  side  of  the  wreck  you  could 
easily  slide  that  jane  standing  up  out 
backward." 

"True  enough,"  he  replied,  somewhat 
less  roughly;  "that's  just  what  I've  been 
wishing  for;  but  there's  not  an  engine  on 
that  side,  so  you  had  better  go  back  to 
your  work." 


"Wouldn't  theygive  you  that  engine  on 
the  passenger  train?"  I  persisted. 

I  had  blundered  on  a  good  thing. 

"Confound  it,"  he  exclaimed,  "I  should 
have  thought  of  that  myself !  Run  over 
to  the  operator  and  tell  him  to  wire  the 
superintendent  that  I  must  use  the  engine 
off  train  number  3;  answer." 

I  flew,  and  in  five  minutes  returned 
with  a  message,  "O.  K.,  use  any  engine 
you  need." 

"Now  scoot  for  that  engine,"  I  was 
commanded,  "and  tell  the  engineer  to 
back  down  to  the  crossing  and  come  np 
the  east-bound  main." 

I  started  before  he  was  quite  through, 
and  covered  the  mile  or  more  in  record 
time,  arriving  breathless  and  hatless,  so 
important  did  my  mission  seem. 

But  a  passenger  engineer,  while  alert 
to  his  duty,  is  oftentimes,  and  especially 
when  he  has  lain  back  of  a  wreck  for  an 
hour,  a  most  deliberate  animal. 

This  one  was  Dick  Burt,  grown  gray  at 
the  throttle,  and  evidently  not  tickled  to 
death  at  the  prospect  of  playing  draft 
horse  at  a  freight  wreck  with  a  haughty 
express  racer;  for  instead  of  being  im- 
pressed with  my  haste,  he  made  me  re- 
peat the  Old  Man's  order  and  show  the 
superintendent's  telegram,  which  had 
been  given  me. 

After  which  he  coolly  took  a  chew  of 
tobacco,  told  the  fireman  all  about  it,  then 
blew  five  long  blasts  with  the  whistle,  as 
a  signal  for  the  flagman  to  go  back,  and 
finally  slowly  backed  his  train  down 
toward  the  crossing,  without  inviting  me 
to  ride,  and  leaving  me  standing  on  the 
track  filled  with  a  queer  mixture  of 
chagrin  and  envy. 

I  began  to  retrace  my  steps  at  a  very 
much  slower  pace,  keeping  a  sharp  look- 
out for  my  hat,  which  had  blown  off,  and 
when  about  one-third  of  the  way  back  I 
discovered  it  hanging  on  a  bush  along- 
side of  the  road. 

I  presently  discovered  a  little  spring  of 
water  close  to  a  bank  covered  with  under- 
growth, and  decided  to  take  a  good  drink 
and  hurry  back  to  the  wreck. 

As  I  stooped  over  to  dip  my  face  in  the 
water,  1  saw  an  apparition  that  made  me 
jump  back  with  a  cry  of  terror,  it  was  so 
unexpected;  for  gazing  up  at  me  was  the 
reflection  of  a  man's  face,  not  my  own, 
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with  wild,  bloodshot  eyes  and  a  hunted 
look  of  desperation. 

I  quickly  looked  up  and  saw  the  man  in 
the  bushes  just  above  me. 

"What  the  deuce  are  you  doing:  up 
there?"  said  I,  trying  to  speak  calmly. 

"Say!"  replied  he,  in  a  ridiculously 
out-of -place  stage  whisper:  4 'do  you  be- 
long to  that  wreck  crew  working  up 
there?" 

"I  do,"  said  I,  with  a  sort  of  pride. 

"How  many  were  killed?"  asked  he, 
with  a  wavering  note  of  fear  in  his  voice. 

"None,"  said  I;  "they  all  jumped." 

"Thank  God!"  he  shouted;  "thank  God 
for  that!"  and  he  sprang  down  beside 
me. 

I  was  dumfounded. 

"Say,  young  fellow,"  I  inquired,  speak- 
ing the  first  thought  that  came  to  me; 
"did  you  have  any  relations  in  those  train 
crews?" 

"No,  no;  far  worse  than  that;  but,  by 
George!"  with  sudden  resolution,  "I'm 
going  to  face  the  music  now,  if  it  means 
state  prison." 

On  the  way  back  he  told  me  all  about  it; 
and  when  he  had  finished  I  found  a  big 
tear  in  each  of  my  eyes. 

"I'm  the  regular  night  operator  at  PX 
tower,"  be  began,  "and  Jim  White  has 
the  day  trick. 

"Jim  and  I  have  been  close  friends  for 
years,  and  learned  operating  together  up 
in  the  yardmaster's  office  at  D  . 

"The  division  operator  took  a  sort  of 
fancy  to  Jim;  his  work  was  always  clean- 
cnt,  and  he  got  a  reputation  up  in  the 
main  office  for  being  the  only  man  who 
could  take  Jack  Bell,  the  dispatcher's 
'crack-a-jack,'  without  opening  the  key 
on  him. 

"So  Jim  got  promoted,  and  was  given 
the  day  job  at  PX,  the  little  girl  he'd 
been  engaged  to  for  about  a  year  coming 
with  him  as  his  wife.  They  settled  down 
in  a  little  five-room  house  on  a  three-acre 
mountain  farm,  and  seemed  as  contented 
as  though  they  had  both  been  brought  up 
to  it." 

"Bessie,  that  is  Jim's  wife,  fixed  the  in- 
side up  as  cozy  as  a  bird's  nest,  and 
when  the  little  bird  came  Jim  was  the 
craziest  happy  man  I  ever  saw. 

"As  luck  would  have  it,  three  months 
later  I  was  sent  there  on  the  night  trick, 


and  dear  old  Jim  insisted  that  I  should 
live  with  them,  and  I  did,  after  trying 
rough  mountain  board  for  a  couple  of 
months. 

"Oh,  what  a  sweet  little  darling  Jim's 
baby  grew  to  be;  he  twisted  himself  in 
knots  around  my  heart  as  I  never  thought 
a  youngster  could;  and,  say!  talk  about 
smart;  he  was  only  two  and  a  half  years 
old  last  May,  and  could  take  his  little 
fork  on  a  plate  and  click  off  'Mamma,' 
•Papa,'  'Baby,*  'Uncle  Bob*  (that's  for 
me,)  without  a  mistake.  Jim  and  I  taught 
him,  though  Bessie  said  it  was  a  shame 
to  force  a  child's  mind  so. 

"He  took  sick  last  Friday  with  some 
little  rash  or  other,  and  as  he  didn't 
seem  to  be  any  better  when  I  came  off 
duty  in  the  morning,  and  as  Bessie  and 
Jim  were  getting  worried,  I  walked  six 
miles  over  to  Rocktown  for  the  doctor. 

"The  doctor  said  it  was  scarlet  fever 
when  he  saw  him,  and  left  some  medicine. 
But  it  didn't  seem  to  do  him  much  good. 
Baby  got  worse  and  worse,  poor  Bessie 
was  worried  half  sick,  and  Jim  was  fran- 
tic to  get  out  of  the  tower  and  home  to  his 
stricken  treasure. 

"I  relieved  him  toward  the  last,  and 
worked  night  and  day  for  two  days  to 
give  him  time  at  home. 

"Last  night  he  came  into  the  tower 
about  eight  o'clock,  his  face  set  and  rigid,, 
and  I  knew  that  it  was  all  over. 

"'Bob,'  he  whispered,  'baby's  dead;: 
can  you  stand  it  another  night?  I'm 
afraid  Bessie'll  lose  her  mind  if  I  ain't, 
there.' 

"I  couldn't  speak;  I  only  nodded,  and 
when  Jim  had  gone,  burst  into  tears. 

"But  I  had  over-rated  my  powers  of  en- 
durance, and  as  midnight  came  and  passed 
I  got  so  drowsy  I  simply  couldn't  keep  my 
eyes  open. 

"Time  after  time  I  rose  and  paced  to  and 
fro,  slapping  and  pinching  myself  to  keep 
awake,  until  the  last  time,  when  the 
dreaded  thing  had  happened,  and  I  knew 
that  all  was  lost. 

"I  don't  know  how  far  I  wandered  in 
the  dark,  through  the  woods  and  over 
rocks,  but  as  daylight  broke  some  sense 
returned,  and  I  felt  that  anything  was  bet- 
ter than  the  horrible  uncertainty  that  I 
was  a  murderer. 

"Oh,  thank  God,  no  one  was  killed!" 
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A  few  moments  spent  in  gulping  down 
a  lump  in  my  throat,  and  then  I  said, 
"my  friend,  I  don't  know  what  yonr  last 
name  is,  but  you  are  a  brick;  and  my 
advice  is  to  go  straight  to  the  superin- 
tendent and  tell  him  what  you  have  just 
told  me." 

"My  name  is  Bob  Willi ts,"  said  he. 

"Mine's  George  Darlington,"  I  replied, 
and  we  shook  hands. 

That  some  corporations  have  souls  has 
often  been  proved.  Willits  took  my  ad- 
vice, and  the  only  punishment  he  received 
was  to  be  sent  to  another  division  of  the 
road. 

My  slightly  prolonged  absence  had  ap- 
parently been  unnoticed  by  the  Old  Man, 
who  was  using  the  passenger  engine  for 
all  it  was  worth,  and  had  already  got  the 
"dead"  engine  dragged  out  and  on  her 
own  .wheels,  and  was  working  the  derrick 
successfully  to  raise  the  one  still  left 
lying  on  the  track  we  were  clearing. 

It  was  just  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
when  we  finished  and  started  for  home, 
working  like  horses  to  get  everything 
ship-shape  again  aboard  the  wreck  train, 
for  all  must  be  in  order  before  we  can 
leave  the  cars. 

When  we  got  back  to  the  shop  yard  the 
other  men  had  all  gone  home  from  work, 
and  we  quickly  followed  their  example. 

I  was  anxious  to  see  Ike  Rhodes  and 
post  him  about  the  excuse  I  had  given  for 
taking  his  place;  but  his  first  words  made 
my  heart  sink. 


"Say,  George,  I  am  much  obliged  to 
you;  but  Tom  Fletcher  heard  this  morn- 
ing that  you  had  gone  with  the  wteck 
crew  because  I  was  sick,  and  he  come  over 
here  and  found  out  that  I  wasn't  sick  at 
all.  He  will  be  laying  for  you  with  a  ser- 
mon tomorrow  and  will  report  you  to  the 
Old  Man." 

Fletcher  eyed  me  with  a  long  face  next 
morning,  and  said:  "George,  'a  liar  is  an 
abomination  unto  the  Lord;' "  from  which 
text  he  preached  a  short  sermon  in  a  mel- 
ancholy voice,  and  wound  up  by  saying 
that  he  had  reported  me  to  Mr.  Strong, 
and  hoped  he  wouldn't  suspend  me  for 
more  than  a  week. 

Shortly  after  I  was  called  into  the  Old 
Man's  office,  fully  expecting  to  meet 
trouble. 

"Darlington,"  he  began,  "I  am  very 
much  pleased  at  the  way  you  worked  at 
the  wreck  yesterday,  and  particularly 
about  your  suggesting  that  passenger  en- 
gine. You  can  report  today  to  Tim  Dun- 
can, gang  boss  on  the  other  side,  and  will 
be  a  regular  member  of  the  wreck  crew. 
Your  pay  will  be  increased  to  twenty-five 
cents  an  hour. 

"Thank  you.  Mr.  Strong,"  I  said,  and 
turned  to  leave  the  office. 

"One  minute,  Darlington,"  said  he,  de- 
taining me;  "there's  one  thing  I  would 
like  to  say  to  you: 

"Never  tell  a  lie." 


UNTEReSTHNG  UN  FORMATION  0 


The  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statistics  has 
just  issued  a  commercial  monograph  on 
the  iron  and  steel  trade  of  the  United 
States,  treating  of  the  resources  of  this 
industry,  its  development,  and  its  rela- 
tions to  the  domestic  and  foreign  mar- 
kets. In  this  document  the  progress  of 
the  iron  and  steel  trade  is  illustrated  by 
maps  and  diagrams  showing  the  distribu- 
tion of  iron  ores  in  Europe  and  North 
America,  the  comparative  development 
in  the  production  of  pig  iron  by  coun- 
tries since  1873,  the  growth  of  the  steel 
output  of  the  several  leading  nations,  the 
change  in  the  relation  of  iron  and  steel 


exports  and  imports,  and  the  course  of 
prices  for  pig  iron  and  steel  rails  in  the 
United  States. 

The  United  States  is  now  the  world's 
greatest  producer  of  iron  and  steel  and 
coal,  as  well  as  of  copper,  cotton,  bread- 
stuffs,  provisions,  and  many  other  articles 
entering  into  the  daily  requirements  of 
man. 

In  a  comparative  survey  of  the  world's 
iron-ore  situation,  the  remarkable  fact  is 
brought  out  that  the  United  States  in 
1899  produced  30  per  cent  of  the  world's 
ore,  or  25,000,000  tons  out  of  a  total  of 
85,000,000  tons,  in  round  numbers.  This 
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quantity  is  somewhat  less  than  the  com- 
bined ore  output  of  both  Great  Britain 
and  Germany  including  Luxemburg, 
which  produced  respectively  17  per  cent 
and  21  per  cent  of  the  world's  ore  supply. 
This  alone  gives  the  United  States  the 
leadership  among  the  world's  great  ore 
producers;  but  this  fact  must  be  taken  in 
connection  with  coal  production  on  which 
the  iron  industry  depends  and  of  which  this 
country  produces32  per  cent  of  the  world's 
output,  while  Great  Britain  produces  30 
per  cent  and  Germany  19  per  cent.  With 
primacy  in  coal  and  iron  ore  the  position 
of  the  United  States  is  one  of  undisputed 
and  permanent  ascendency  in  her  control 
of  the  raw  materials  of  iron  and  steel 
production.  This  primacy  in  raw  ma- 
terials gives  the  United  States  a  self-suf- 
ficing position,  as  compared  with  that  of 
her  foremost  rivals— Germany  and  Great 
Britain.  While  the  Dortmund,  Germany, 

!  furnaces  have  to  go  to  Northern,  Sweden 
for  iron  ores  and  the  furnaces  of  Cleve- 

|  land  (England)  have  to  get  their  ores 
from  Northern  and  Southern  Spain,  the 
United  States  is  far  freer  to  locate  her 
iron  and  steel  industries  with  direct  re- 
gard to  the  conditions  of  maximum  econ- 
omy in  the  accumulation  of  raw  materials 
and  the  distribution  of  the  finished  pro- 
ducts. Therefore,  as  coke  has  displaced 
coal,  the  tendency  the  world  over  is  for 
the  furnace  to  leave  the  colliery  and  move 
toward  the  ore  mines.  Hence  the  iron 
and  steel  industries  of  this  country  are 
gradually  being  drawn  around  the  south- 
ern shores  of  Lake  Erie  within  easy  ac- 
cess of  the  vast  ore  deposits  of  the  Lake 
Superior  mines.  The  preponderence  of 
this  single  source  of  ore  production  is  ap- 
parent from  the  fact  that  the  Lake  Su- 
perior region  furnished  73  per  cent 
of  the  25,000,000  tons  of  ore  consumed  by 
our  furnaces  in  1899,  while  the  Southern 
States  furnished  19  per  cent  and  the  East- 
era  States  but  8  per  cent.   One  of  the 

I  oiost  wonderful  developments  in  modern 
trade  is  that  of  the  ore-handling  facilities 
from  the  Lake  Superior  mines  to  the 

j     furnaces  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 

Among  the  world's  great  pig  iron  pro- 
ducers the  United  States  first  attained 
the  leadership  in  1890;  but  in  1894  lost  it 

i  to  Great  Britain  again,  only,  however,  for 
the  time  being.   In  1895  the  United  States 


finally  outranked  the  United  Kingdom. 
In  1899,  the  five  great  pig  iron  producers 
stood  in  the  following  order  of  import- 
ance: 

-United  States,  13,620,703;  Great  Britain, 
9,305,319;  Germany,  8,142,017;  Russia,  2,- 
672,492  and  France  2,567,388  tons. 

There  are  other  nations  to  be  mentioned, 
such  as  Austria,  Hungary  and  Belgium, 
each  of  which  produces  a  million  tons, 
and  Sweden,  whose  output  is  half  a 
million.  But  the  mere  fact  of  primacy  in 
pig  iron  production  on  which  the  steel'in- 
dustry  depends  directly,  has  the  utmost 
significance  for  this  country  at  home  and 
abroad.  We  are  also  the  greatest  con- 
sumers of  our  iron  and  steel  products. 
The  development  of  a  domestic  consump- 
tive capacity  has  been  a  feature  of  the 
national  policy  toward  tjie  iron  and  steel 
trade.  It  has  been  followed  by  the  growth 
of  a  national  demand  unequalled  by  any 
other  nation.  The  volume  of  demand 
thus  developed  has  resulted  in  that  grad- 
ual reduction  in  the  cost  of  production 
which  has  brought  this  country  fully 
equipped  to  enter  the  world's' markets  on 
a  level  with  the  best  of  her  rivals.  Her 
position  in  the  world's  markets  is  there- 
fore not  ephemeral  but  enduring,  because 
it  is  based  on  a  highly  developed  and 
rapidly  enlarging  home  market  such  as 
no  other  nation  now  enjoys. 

The  growth  of  the  steel  industry  is  next 
taken  up,  and  the  transition  from  the 
iron  to  the  steel  age  is  indicated  by  the 
substitution  of  steel  rails  for  iron  rails  in 
railway  building.  Here  again  the  United 
States  holds  the  primacy,  because  of  her 
producing  almost  40  percent  of  the  world's 
steel  output,  while  Great  Britain  pro- 
duces 18 J*  per  cent  and  Germany  21  per 
cent.  No  other  nation  converts  so  much 
of  its  pig  iron  into  steel  as  the  United 
States  does.  Of  the  world's  pig  iron  out- 
put, 40  million  tons,  70  per  cent  is  made 
into  steel;  whereas  this  country  converts 
77  per  cent  of  its  pig  iron  tonnage  into 
steel,  amounting  to  10,636,858  tons  out  of 
the  world's  total  output  of  27,110,000  tons. 
The  United  States  is  the  foremost  steel-con- 
suming country  of  the  world,  a  single  city 
having  consumed  125,000  tons  in  a  year 
for  building  purposes  alone,  and  one  car 
company  having  required  400,000  tons  of 
steel  to  meet  its  yearly  contracts.  In  1879 
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about  one-third  of  our  pig  iron  was  made 
'■■  into  rails,  but  since  that  date  steel  rails 
have  ceased  to  be  the  chief  form  of  steel 
'.  production,  their  proportion  in  1898 being 
.  but  one-sixth  of  -  the  whole.   The  con- 
sumption of  steel  per  capita  for  non-rail 
uses  in  1879  was  75.4  pounds;  in  1889,  213.2 
pounds;  in  1898,  276.2  pounds,  showing 
how  other  than  rail  uses  of  steel  have  de- 
veloped in  20  years. 

In  our  iron  and  steel  trade  with  foreign 
countries  covering  the  last  20  years  our 
position  has  been  exactly  reversed.  With- 
in the  last  five  years  we  have  actually 
changed  from  an  importing  to  an  export- 
ing nation.  In  1880  we  imported  five 
times  as  much  in  value  as  we  exported  of 
iron  and  steel  products.  Now  we  export 
six  times  the  value  of  our  iron  and  steel 
imports.  These  exports  in  1900  aggre- 
gated $121,858,331,  thus  ranking  next  to 
breadstuffs,  cotton  and  provisions,  the 
,  three  higher  in  value.  There  are  in  the 
iron  and  steel  exports  21  classes  valued  at 
from  $1,000,000  to  $9,000,000  each. 

These  facts  and  relations  give  the  iron 
and  steel  trade  an  economic  outlook  such 
as  has  never  before  been  attained.  While 
Great  Britain  and  Germany  are  still  leading 
us  as  exporters  of  iron  and  steel  of  certain 
classes,  our  experience  at  home  in  adopt- 
ing machinery  and  implements  and  other 
forms  of  steel  products  to  the  varied  condi- 
ditions  of  our  vast  territory  has  prepared 
us  to  adapt  our  products  to  the  conditions 
of  climate  and  the  wants  of  consumers 
the  world  over.  We  have  prospered  hith- 
erto by  reason  of  the  high  efficiency  of 
labor,  by  the  superiority  of  our  industrial 
organization  and  by  continuous  progress 


in  technical  invention.  But  other  nations 
are  learning  our  secrets  of  success.  Other 
nations  are  imitating  our  methods  and 
making  models  of  our  machinery  and 
tools,  in  order  to  overcome  the  advant- 
ages we  now  have  over  them.  Prussia 
and  Bavaria,  France  and  England,  all  im- 
port our  railway  engines  only  to  pick  out 
their  excellences  and  then  incorporate 
these  into  their  next  new  types  to  be  made 
at  home.  The  policy  of  the  future  must 
take  this  fact  into  account,  and  the  only 
way  to  meet  it,  is  by  a  restless  progress 
in  productive  processes  at  home,  a 
systematic  study  of  the  conditions  and 
requirements  of  American  iron  and  steel 
products  abroad,  and  a  more  considerate 
cultivation  of  the  consumer  than  has 
hitherto  been  the  case.  With  proper  ex- 
ceptions consumers  have  heretofore 
bought  our  products  on  their  merits  with- 
out solicitation  from  us;  but  as  our  com- 
petitors learn  to  incorporate  these  merits 
into  their  own  makes,  our  position  can  be 
secured  and  improved  upon  in  the  future 
only  by  aggressive  methods  in  which  the 
commercial  and  the  consuming  interests 
of  the  foreign  trade  are  made  to  realize 
our  readiness  to  meet  their  conditions 
with  a  superior  product.  Hence  the  main 
problem  of  the  American  iron  and  steel 
trade  is  now  not  industrial,  nor  financial, 
but  commercial.  Our  pig  iron  trade  with 
Europe,  for  example,  is  limited  by  the 
quantity  of  bottoms  offered  it  as  ballast 
in  cotton  cargoes.  Everywhere,  too,  our 
foreign  trade  suffers  for  want  of  trained 
commercial  representatives.  Our  great- 
est commercial  needs,  as  has  been  well 
said,  are  ships  and  schools. 


In  the  colony  of  Hongkong  there  is  a 
Chinaman  who,  while  his  brief  reign 
lasts,  is  spoken  of  by  the  quarter  of  a 
million  of  his  fellow  countrymen  on  the 
island  with  bated  breath.  To  these 
Celestial  subjects  of  Queen  Victoria  the 
Emperor  of  China  is  not  nearly  so  great 
a  man  as  the  "opium  farmer"  and  the 
queen  herself,  compared  with  "his 
mightiness  of  the  drug"  is  in  their  eyes 
only  a  far-away  sovereign  not  half  so 
imposing. 


In  order  to  regulate  to  some  extent  the 
importation  of  opium  into  Hongkong  and 
to  simplify  the  collection  of  duties  the 
British  government  several  years  ago 
decided  to  place  the  whole  business  in 
the  hands  of  one  man.  Realizing,  how- 
ever, the  tremendous  and  arbitrary  power 
that  could  be  wielded  by  a  single  indi- 
vidual in  such  a  position  it  was  also  de- 
cided that  the  offic  e  should  only  be  held 
one  year,  and  that  no  person  should  be 
allowed  to  keep  it  for  more  than  a  single 
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term.  So  it  was  announced  that  the  gov- 
ernment was  prepared  to  accept  bids  for 
the  privilege. 

Since  that  time  the  selection  of  an 
"opium  farmer,"  as  he  is  called,  has 
become  an  annual  event.  The  highest 
bid  generally  ranges  from  600,000  to  800,- 
000  taels,  according  to  the  prospects  of 
the  poppy  crop  for  the  year  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  market.  The  successful 
applicant  is  duly  gazetted  in  his  position, 
and  he  is  given  the  assistance  of  a  fleet 
of  a  dozen  swift  government  customs 
vessels  to  protect  his  interests.  He  him- 
self employs  several  junks  to  guard  his 
business  against  smugglers,  but  he  must 
only  nse  these  boats  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  information.  If  he  secures 
knowledge  of  smuggling  operations  he 
turns  it  over  to  the  authorities,  who  run 
the  malefactors  down. 

Nearly  every  week  in  the  year  there  is  a 
smart  skirmish  between  the  sampans  of 
the  smugglers  from  the  mainland  of 
China  and  the  revenue  cutters.  Pretty 
little  battles  some  of  them  are,  too,  and 
wry  useful  in  giving  young  British 
middies  and  junior  naval  officers  their 
first  taste  of  sea  fighting. 

The  opium  farmer  has  the  sole  control 
of  every  pound  of  the  drug  brought  into 
Hongkong,  and  he  generally  makes  from 
$250,000  to  $300,000  clear  profit  in  his  year 
of  office.  The  government  gets  much 
more  from  him  than  it  could  secure  if  it 
attempted  to  collect  the  duties  itself,  and, 
moreover,  gets  it  in  a  lump  sum  without 
the  enormous  amount  of  trouble  and  the 
large  force  of  officers  that  would  other- 
wise be  necessary.  The  opium  farmer's 
salaried  men  watch  all  incoming  boats, 
and  as  it  is  a  case  of  Chinaman  against. 
Chinaman  very  little  of  the  raw  material 
gets  past  him. 

At  the  end  of  his  term  of  office  he  gives 
a  great  dinner  to  government  officials, 
newspaper  men  and  the  leading  Chinese 
merchants  of  the  colony.  This  dinner  is 
one  of  the  three  great  events  of  the 
Hongkong  year.  The  other  two  are  the 
polo  championship  games  and  the  sham 
battle  between  the  troops  in  the  garrison. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  though  natural  pride 
keeps  them  from  acknowledging  it,  the 
white  people  of  Hongkong  look  on  this 
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unique  dinner  as  by  far  the  most  inter- 
esting affair  in  the  social  calendar. 

When  a  Chinaman  makes  up  his  mind 
to  do  a  thing  handsomely  he  generally 
goes  to  the  limit.  The  opium  farmer 
always  makes  his  dinner,  which  is  a  sort 
of  a  farewell  to  his  brief  reign  of  czar  of 
the  opium  smokers,  something  to  be  re- 
membered by  his  white  friends.  Indeed, 
he  lays  aside  a  large  sum  of  money,  from 
$20,000  to  $25,000  for  the  banquet,  and 
always  reckons  it  as  a  legitimate  item  of 
expense  when  he  figures  up  his  bid  to  the 
government  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

A  week  before  the  close  of  his  term  of 
office  the  farmer  sends  out  his  invita-* 
tions.  These  are  always  verbal, delivered 
to  the  lucky  recipient  by  a  shroff,  a  polite 
native  clerk,  who  comes  to  your  door 
with  a  smile  and  a  bow,  clad  in  a  long 
blue  gown  reaching  to  his  heels,  and 
tells  you  that  his  master  desires  the 
honor  of  your  presence  at  the  Wong  Tax 
Lo  restaurant  "to  modestly  sup  with 
him  from  a  little  dish  or  two  in  token  of 
your  good  will." 

The  invitation  needs  no  response.  The 
shroff  takes  it  for  granted  that  you  would 
postpone  a  trip  to  Europe  to  get  to  that 
dinner,  and  he  is  right.  There  are  no 
vacant  seats  when  the  ceremonies  begin. 

The  Wong  Tai  Lo  restaurant,  where 
all  these  affairs  are  given,  is  the  Chinese 
Delmonico's  of  Hongkong.  It  stands  in 
the  heart  of  the  native  quarter,  a  five- 
story  frame  building,  elaborately  carved, 
with  broad  balconies  laden  with  flowering 
plants  and  creepers  and  the  usual  huge 
feast  lanterns  swaying  in  the  wind. 

You  are  met  at  the  ground  floor  entrance 
of  the  restaurant  by  one  of  the  farmer's 
representatives  clad  in  gorgeous  silks, 
who  gives  your  chair  or  rickshaw  coolies 
directions  about  the  time  for  their  return 
and  shows  you  upstairs  to  the  great  din- 
ing room  on  the  third  floor.  The  tables 
which  run  in  three  parallel  lines  down  the 
length  of  the  apartment  are  bare  of  every- 
thing except  the  usual  silverware,  with 
ivory  chopsticks  added.  The  big  expanse 
of  white  cloth  has  a  peculiarly  inhospit- 
able and  restaurant-like  appearance, 
which,  however,  does  not  last  very  long. 

The  walls  are  covered  with  Chinese 
flags  and  Union  Jacks  twined  together, 
and  hanging  by  the  hundred  from  the 
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ceiling  are  gay  lanterns  of  all  designs 
and  colors  inclosing  electric  lights.  About 
300  guests  find  seats  at  places  where  their 
names  are  written  on  pieces  of  paste- 
board. Round  the  head  of  the  center 
table  are  the  ebony  chairs  of  the  host, 
the  governor  of  the  colony,  the  chief 
justice  and  sometimes  the  senior  naval 
officer  of  the  port.  Here  and  there  among 
the  other  diners  are  wealthy  Chinese 
merchants,  their  costumes  in  startling 
contrast  to  the  colorless  white  Eton  mess 
jackets  of  the  rest  of  the  company. 

When  all  are  seated  the  opium  farmer 
enters.  He  comes  in  through  an  alcove 
door,  in  a  rather  stagey  manner,  and 
smiles  at  the  applause  that  greets  him  as 
he  takes  his  place.  A  minute  later  he 
rises  to  thank  his  white  friends  for  their 
presence  at  his  lowly  board  and  apolo- 
gizes for  "the  humble  character  of  the. 
fare"  he  is  about  to  set  before  them. 
Everybody  knows  what  that  means.  Then 
he  turns  to  the  back  of  his  chair  and 
strikes  a  gong.  Dozens  of  swift-footed 
waiters  at  once  appear  laden  with  silver 
ice  buckets  filled  with  champagne,  port, 
sherry,  Frontinac  and  a  variety  of  native 
wines.  A  hundred  young  women  follow 
with  trays  of  wine  glasses  and  tumblers, 
and  in  a  few  moments  every  guest  is 
supplied. 

Immediately  the  affair  develops  into  a 
feast  magnificent  enough  for  an  old  Roman 
banquet  hall.  The  women,  imported  from 
northern  China  for  the  occasion,  station 
themselves  behind  the  chairs  of  the  guests 
and  play  stringed  instruments,  singing 
an  almost  continuous  accompaniment. 
Flower  girls  bearing  sweet  blossoms  of 
the  lichee  enter  and  twine  garlands  across 
the  tables,  among  chair  backs  and  about 


the  flags  and  in  the  long  lines  of  lan- 
terns. 

The  tables  are  rapidly  spread  with  food 
and  a  strange  mixture  of  oriental  and  oc- 
cidental dishes  it  is.  In  addition  to  roast 
beef,  ham,  chicken,  turkey  and  mutton, 
are  dozens  of  Chinese  delicacies,  curries 
of  every  kind,  shark's  fins,  jellied  eggs, 
pickled  fish,  baked  hedgeboar,  spitted 
rice  birds,  drawn  pelican- meat,  preserves 
of  all  sorts,  mangoes,  mangustines,  para- 
dise fruit  and  dozens  of  wonderful  Chinese 
puddings. 

There  is  no  menu  card  and  no  sequence 
of  courses.  You  just  pick  out  what  you 
like  and '  tackle  it,  irrespective  of  what 
your  neighbor  is  eating  and  regardless  of 
whether  you  begin  with  dessert  or  end 
with  soup.  The  dishes  in  which  these 
foods  are  served  are  the  most  magnificent 
and  costly  samples  of  Chinese  ware,  and 
are  intended  as  gifts  for  the  guests. 
When  the  dinner  is  over  you  can  select 
what  you  please  from  among  them.  If 
you  go  away  early  enough  you  are  gen- 
erally wise  enough  to  do  this.  If  you  stay 
till  things  begin  to  get  warm  you  are  apt 
to  forget  all  about  such  a  prosaic  thing 
as  dishes. 

When  midnight  comes  and  the  host,  the 
governor  and  the  chief  justice  have  dis- 
cretely retired  the  singing,  jubilating  and 
toasting  begin  in  earnest.  As  daybreak 
approaches  the  faithful  rickshaw  men, 
who  have  been  kicking  their  bare  heels 
on  the  brick  roads  for  several  hours,  be- 
gin to  think  deep  boiling  oil  thoughts 
about  the  foreign  devils  inside  who  are 
yelling  "Annie  Rooney,"  "We  Won't  Go 
Home  Till  Morning,"  "Auld  Lang  Syne" 
and  other  incantations  to  their  gods. — 
John  R.  Rathom,  in  Chicago  Times- 
Herald. 
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[Elkhart  (Ind.)  Review]. 


The  love  of  people  for  social  relation- 
ship is  perfectly  natural,  but  in  some 
grades  of  society  and  civilization  it  de- 
velops into  a  tendency  which  is  not 
especially  desirable.  Probably  caste  is 
as  old  as  social  relation,  and  caste  mani- 
fests itself  on  all  planes  of  life.  From 


the  aristocrat  to  the  anarchist,  in  all 
grades  of  society,  caste  develops.  The 
four  hundred  out  of  the  three  and  a  half 
millions  in  New  York  City  consider 
themselves  the  perfection  of  social  de- 
velopment, but  the  little  clique  in  the 
lowest  district  of.  tenement  houses  is  as 
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forceful  in  its  influence  on  its  surround- 
ings as  the  four  hundred  or  the  upper- 
ten  upon  the  world. 

A  mistake  which  most  people  make  in 
adjusting;  their  social  relations  is  that 
they  aspire  to  imitate  those  follies  and 
foibles  which  wealth  produces  and  which 
a  feeling  of  aristocracy  engenders.  If 
the  four  hundred  of  New  York,  or  the 
ten  of  the  smaller  city  who  assume  to 
dictate  forms  of  social  relationship  and 
intercourse,  realized  how  slight  in  reality 
was  t he  influence  which  they  exert  upon 
social  life  as  a  whole,  they  would  arro- 
gate to  themselves  far  less  pride  and 
self-assertion. 

"Society,"  as  it  is  commonly  accepted, 
is  one  of  the  shallowest  and  least  useful 
currents  in  the  currents  of  social  life.  It 
bases  its  claims  upon  forms  and  cere- 
monies,'upon  dress  and  carriage,  and 
assumes  to  set  the  fashion  for  those  who 
are  less  able  to  conform  to  their  notions, 
whether  they  are  silly  or  sensible,  as- 
suming superiority  over  the  less  for- 
tunate, "  Society"  knows  no  friendships. 
Jealousies,  vehement  and  vindictive, 
break  up  caste  into  small  cliques,  and 
individuals  are  as  intolerant  of  those 
with  whom  they  associate  each  day  in 


society  as  they  are  with  those  whom  theyV 
consider  below  their  plane  of  life.   The  - 
perfection  of  social  enjoyment  and  social'/ ; 
good  are  never  found  in  what  is  known 
as  "society." 

If  people  would  only  learn  that  the  real 
enjoyment   of  the   social  relationship', 
comes  from  the  harmonious  elements  of 
character  combined  with  a  similar  devel«!>' 
opment  of  traits  and  characteristics,  they  ' 
would  learn  a  good  lesson.   They  should  , 
know  that  a  few  friends  are  all  that  are' 
necessary  to  make  up  the  real  joy  and  .' 
social  existence,  and  that  a  careful  con- 
sideration for  the  rights  and  a  careful  »'. 
respect  for  the  wishes  of  those  who  are 
outside  the  limits  of  close  friendship 
adds  to  influence.   These  things  and  a. 
recognition  of  the  right  of  personal  act,  - 
and  a  suppression  of  the  desire  and  dis- 
position to  gossip,  make  up  the  largest 
total  of  duty  to  others.   It  people  only 
would  remember  this  there  would  be  far 
less  unwise  reaching  out  for  that  fleeting 
and  unsatisfactory  combination  which  is 
called  "society."   Choose  a  few  friends 
who  are  in  sympathy  with  your  thoughts 
and  your  aspirations,  and  cultivate  them 
.  wisely  and  carefully,  and  the  result  will 
be  that  you  will  have  all  the  society  on 
the  plane  of  life  to  which  you  are  most 
suited,  but  will  not  be  pressed  into  that 
caste  and  clique  which  makes  life  a  bur- 
den to  its  members,  but  which  is  the  ad- 
miration of  the  unwise  and  the  unthink- 
ing who  place  show  above  reality  and 
pretense  above  accomplishment. 


e's  a  letter  on  my  table 
_icb  I've  scanned  this  blessed  day: 
And  it  troubles  me.  this  letter  does. 

In  what  it  doesn't  say: 
For  well  I  know  the  "  Old  Man" 
tiently  waits  my  reply, 
paralyzed  completely 
i  >mnipresent "  why?" 


:  swear  he  never  wrote  it. 
A  stands  there  just  the  same. 
Between  each  line  and  paragraph 

Inscribed  above  his  name: 
So.  trembling  and  irresolute. 

With  tear  bedimmed  eye. 
I  straggle  wirh  my  answer 
'Old  Man's  Why?" 


WHY? 

GEO.  WALLACE. 

I  listen  to  the  cheerful  click 

As  we're  gliding  o'er  the  joints. 
While  telegraph  poles  are  grinning  by 

Like  interrogation  points. 
The  board  is  white  at  Gypsum: 

They  will  surely  let  us  by: 
I  look  ahead:  on.  dear!  it's  red. 

They  want  to  ask  me  "  Why?" 

"  Tell  me  ye  winged  winds" 

"  That  'round  my  pathway  roar." 
"  Dost  thou  not  know  some  lonely  spot" 

"  Where  I'll  hear  this  never  morer" 
Any  old  place  will  do  me: 

A  desert  or  mountain  high; 
Where  I  can  dwell  without  a  fear 

Of  hearing  again  this  ubiquitous  "  Why?" 


I  don't  know  where  they  get  it. 

This  innocent  little  word. 
Bat  it  originates  in  Denver— 

At  least  that's  what  we've  beard: 
lt'simpissibleto  dodge  it. 

No  matter  how  you  try. 
It  s admonition's  "Answer  quick." 

Or  "  Please  give  at  once  your  '  Why.'  " 

"  Why  did  you  this?"  "  Why  didn't  you  that?' 

Is  flashed  along  the  line 
"Why  were  you  delayed  at  Malta?" 

"  why  don  t  you  keep  on  time?" 
My  bald  head  aches,  my  heart  is  sore. 

i  sic  right  down  and  sigh: 
1  Wuo*<  there  is  no  answer  to 

The  "  Old  Man's"  query  "  Why?" 


When  I  have  passed  the  mystic  line 

And  joined  the  heavenly  band: 
When  1  have  quit  this  vale  of  tears 

And  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande. 
Will  the  keeper  of  the  Pearly  Gates 

Refuse  to  let  me  by? 
Will  St.  Peter  get  inquisitive 

And  insist  on  knowing  "  Why?" 

There's  a  letter  on  my  table. 

Likewise  my  supper,  too. 
And  the  atmosphere  surrounding  all 

Has  turned  a  sapphire  hue. 
Don't  wait  for  me,  I  will  not  eat. 

In  accents  wild  I  cry. 
Then  I  drop  dead,  my  wife  has  said 

She  would  like  to  know  the  "  Why?" 
Salida.  Colo. 
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POSSIBILITIES  FOR  THE  READING. 


With  the  change  of  general  superin- 
tendents on  the  Reading,  comes  the  in- 
troduction of  progressive  ideas  and  a 
disposition  to  cultivate  a  better  feeling 
between  the  men  and  that  management. 
W.  G.  Besler  is  a  gentleman  of  resource 
and  tact  and  if  left  alone  to  promote  his 
own  ideas,  will  place  the  service  of  the 
Reading  on  a  plane  second  to  none  in  this 
country.  He  recognized  at  once  the 
necessity  of  being  in  touch  with  his  men. 
and  called  a  series  of  meetings  to  get  an 
expression  of  the  men  on  their  ideas  of 
running  trains  according  to  the  system 
of  rules  in  force  on  that  road.  The  public 
may  seem  inclined  to  ask  why  this  was 
not  done  before.  The  only  plausible 
reason  that  would  suggest  itself,  is  that 
such  touch  with  the  men  might  have 
been  considered  a  contamination  of  offi- 
cial dignity.  Mr.  Besler's  sentimentality 
is  not  interfering  with  his  purpose  to 
bring  the  service  of  the  Reading  up  to 
that  standard  of  excellence  that  will  be 
the  means  of  eliminating  the  many  dis- 
asters which  made  the  names  Reading 
and  Wreck  synonymous.  He  is  meeting 
the  men  in  schools  of  instruction  in  which 
he  invites  their  confidence  and  co-opera- 
tion to  bring  about  a  complete  revolution 
in  the  movement  of  trains,  if  such  thing 
may  be  accomplished  under  the  system  of 
rules  now  in  force.    If  he  is  not  burdened 

t 


with  the  odious  duty  of  enforcing  the  re- 
strictive rules  governing  the  employes' 
membership  in  the  several  railway  organ- 
izations he  may  expect  a  co-operation 
and  cohesion  on  the  part  of  the  employes 
that  will  exceed  his  expectations;  for 
while  men  are  ready  to  follow  a  wise 
leader,  there  are  some  things  they  desire 
to  discuss  among  themselves,  just  as  the 
pupil  is  benefited  by  being  left  to  com- 
mune with  himself  on  the  knotty  prob- 
lems after  the  theory  has  been  well 
propounded.  Our  Division  meetings  af- 
ford these  opportunities  and  are  the  most 
valuable  auxiliaries  that  our  railway  man- 
agements have,  if  they  only  knew  it,  in 
bettering  the  service  and  in  elevating  the 
character  of  the  men.  If  an  impression 
exists  that  they  are  the  places  where 
dissension  is  bred,  or  where  principles 
are  taught,  intended  to  make  men  less 
loyal  to  the  company  which  employs 
them,  let  such  persons  be  at  once  unde- 
ceived. It  is  true  that  mutual  protection 
and  assistance  is  one  of  our  laws,  yet  it 
applies  to  us  as  individuals  as  forcibly 
by  the  command  of  the  great  Altruist  who 
lived  more  than  two  thousand  years  ago, 
as  it  does  by  being  reaffirmed  by  us  as  an 
Order.  Let  those  who  harbor  doubt  as  to 
the  consistency  of  co-operation  between 
the  management  of  our  railways  and  the 
employes    who    represent    the  several 
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Orders,  make  a  careful  investigation  of 
the  relation  existing  between  the  manage- 
ment and  the  men  on  any  well  disciplined 
line,  and  he  must  be  convinced  that  the 
Orders  have  been  the  greatest  factor  in 
bringing  about  the  standard  of  excellence 
they  enjoy.  One  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
best,  disciplined  railroads  in  the  United 
States,  whose  service  and  equipment  is 
second  to  none,  is  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern.  At  the  same  time 
we  find  here  a  most  excellently  organized 
body  of  men,  the  personnel  of  which 
every  official  is  proud,  from  president  to 
trainmaster.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
the  influences  of  the  Orders  have  been 
such  as  to  merit  their  commendation  or 
they  would  not  receive  the  recognition 
they  do,  nor  be  encouraged  in  their  ex- 
istence as  such.  Too  many  imagine  that 
we  are  a  selfish  body  having  for bur  prime 
object  the  gratification  of  personal  desires, 
increased  compensation  and  less  hours, 
without  any  consideration  of  the  com- 
pany's interests  whatever.  Never  was  an 
impression  more  erroneous.  Our  order 
of  business  has  no  place  in  it  dedicated 
to  discontents  or  "chronic  kickers,"  but 
it  does  afford  ample  opportunity  for  the 
discussion  of  those  ideas  which,  when 
carefully  proven  to  be  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  ourselves  and  the  company,  we 
submit  for  their  consideration  or  adop- 
tion. A  general  manager  whom  we  have 
in  mind  once  said,  that  the  credit  for  the 


perfect  system  of  moving  trains  as  laid.' 
down  in  the  standard  code  of  rules,  was. 
due  the  men  in  actual  service  who  had, 
from  time  to  time  suggested  the  most 
valuable  additions  thereto.  We  will  go1 
one  step  further  and  say,  that  these  same, 
ideas  found  birth  in  the  lodge  or  Division 
rooms  where  men  were  permitted  to  unite 
without  restriction  and  discuss  the  prop- 
ositions which  have  led  to  the  adoption 
of  a  code  as  nearly  perfect  as  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  human  mind  to  devise. 
Since  it  is  conceded  that  a  compilation  of 
such  Incalculable  value  was  conceived  in 
the  mind  of  the  humble  employe  who 
ventured  to  discuss  his  simple  ideas  be-1 
fore  his  fellows,  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  interchanging  ideas  for  the  better-  - 
ment  of  service,  would  not  this,  if  nothing 
else,  recommend  our  little  deliberative 
bodies  to  every  management  who  have 
the  success  of  their  lines  at  heart?  To  be 
loyal  to  the  interests  of  ourselves,  our 
Order  and  our  employers,  is  the  command 
of  our  laws;  a  law  which  at  once  sets  at 
rest  any  ideas  that  we  are  combined  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  discipline  right- 
fully enforced.  The  best  employe  is  found 
in  him  who  best  observes  his  duty  in  his 
Order.  The  poorest  employe  is  found  in 
the  poor,  subservient,  cringing  thing  who 
has  been  tyrannized  until  he  adopts  any 
subterfuge  to  cover  his  faults  and  finally 
hates  the  sight  of  his  master. 


OHIO'S  TR^nP  law. 


The  Buckeye  state  comes  to  the  front 
by  the  enactment  of  a  law  framed  for  the 
purpose  of  eliminating  the  tramp  nuis- 
ance. It  provides  that  whoever  is  found 
going  about  and  begging  for  food  shall 
be  termed  a  "tramp"  and  is  liable  to  ar- 
rest and  imprisonment.  A  tramp  was  ar- 
rested under  this  law  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  the  case  was  taken  up  by  an  attorney 
and  defended  on  the  ground  that  the  act 
is  unconstitutional.  Two  courts  decided 
in  favor  of  the  tramp  but  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled  that  the  act  was  a  valid  act. 

Newspapers  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
have,  at  various  times,  taken  up  the  de- 
fense of  the  "Wandering  Willie"  on  the 


ground  that  he  is  a  victim  of  circum- 
stances over  which  he  has  no  control;  in 
other  words,  that  the  tramp  evil  is  the 
result  of  economic  conditions.  Our  ob- 
servation during  the  many  years  we  were 
engaged  in  train  service  proved  to  our 
mind  conclusively  that  such  assertions 
have  not  the  slightest  basis  of  truth  upon 
which  to  stand,  and  those  who  assume 
the  defense  of  the  tramp  are  either  woe- 
fully ignorant  of  the  character  of  the 
class  they  are  defending  or  are  willfully 
placing  a  premium  upon  vagrancy  by 
holding  them  up  before  the  world  as  ob- 
jects of  pitv. 
It  was  argued  during  the^^es^of  in- 
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dust  rial  depression  that  these  "lords  of 
Creation"  were  a  natural  product  of  such 
and  that  corporations  were  responsible 
.for  the  presence  of  the  vast  hordes  that 
.  infested  every  train  and  water  station 
along  every  line  of  railroad  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Pacific  coast.  While  the 
closing  down  of  certain  industries  may 
have,  for  the  time  being,  thrown  many 
out  of  employment,  other  industries  ab- 
sorbed those  who  were  willing  to  engage 
at  a  rate  which  their  services  were  worth 
and  left  the  remainder  to  continue  search 
for  work  which  suited  their  tastes  and 
ideas  of  compensation.  This  class  rap- 
idly develop  taste  for  that  nomadic  life 
which  is  characteristic  of  the  genuine 
hobo  and  the  sympathies  extended  in 
shape  of  food  and  other  comforts  which 
they  receive  at  the  door  of  those  less  able 
bodied  than  they,  lend  no  encouragement 
to  the  tramp  to  work  for  a  living  when 
they  will  be  supported  without  it. 

That  an  idle  mind  is  the  devil's  work- 
shop there  is  no  doubt,  but  its  meaning 
cannot  be  fully  appreciated  until  one  has 
had  opportunity  to  study  the  tramp  and 
•  the  methods  he  employs  in  an  emergency 
to  subsist.  There  is  no  excuse  for  the 
crimes  committed  by  them  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. Arson  and  murder  are  of 
almost  daily  occurrence  among  them 
while  indignities  perpetrated  upon  inno- 
cent victims,  and  of  the  most  henious 
character,  have  become  so  common  as  to 
occasion  but  passing  notice  or  are  sup- 
pressed entirely  because  of  the  obscene 
nature  of  the  offense. 

We  cannot  recall  a  year  when  workmen 
in  all  industries  were  so  much  in  de- 
mand as  the  present  year,  yet  the  army 
of  "unemployed"  have  increased  to  that 
extent  that  railroads  have  been  under  ne- 
cessity of  placing  extra  guards  upon  their 
trains  to  protect  the  lives  of  their  em- 
ployes and  the  property  of  the  public. 
The  act  of  trespass  was  heretofore  re- 
garded a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  books 
of  many  states,  so  far  as  its  application 
to  tramps  was  concerned,  because  pub- 
lic opinion  was  declaring  their  presence 
the  result  of  economic  conditions  and  that 
the  enforcement  of  drastic  measures 
would  only  aggravate  a  worse  condition 
of  affairs.  What  has  been  the  result? 
Many  a  poor  mother  today  peers  into  the 


face  of  every  hobo  she  meets  hoping  to 
recognize  the  face  of  her  son  who  became 
infatuated  with  the  fraternity,  leaving 
the  home  of  his  childhood  to  become  a 
tramp  in  all  that  the  name  implies.  More 
recruits  are  gained  from  this  source  than 
from  all  sources  of  industrial  depression 
and  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  in  natures 
where  industrial  habits  have  not  been  de- 
veloped the  tendency  to  crime  is  height- 
ened, hence  the  corresponding  increase 
of  crimes  that  are  constantly  being  added 
to  the  category. 

Their  refusal  to  work  under  the  present 
pressing  demands  for  any  class  of  service 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  bring  public 
sentiment  to  take  a  common  sense  view 
of  the  matter  and  it  is  hoped  to  deal  with 
them  less  leniently  than  before.  We  be- 
lieve that  the  common  good  demands  a 
law  making  it  a  criminal  offense  to  encour- 
age idleness  or  by  lending  any  assistance 
in  the  way  of  such  comforts  as  may  in- 
directly contribute  to  such  idleness.  Ours 
is  a  land  of  plenty  in  which  famine  is  un- 
known but  the  laws  of  society  demand 
that  every  man  shall  contribute  his  share 
of  labor  before  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
share  the  fruits  of  the  vineyard.  Are  we 
willing  that  these  human  parasites  called 
tramps  should  thrive  and  grow  fat  from 
our  labors  and  thus  violate  the  very 
laws  upon  which  industrial  society  de- 
pends? While  Ohio  has  taken  the  initi- 
ative in  the  tramp  matter  we  do  not  know 
what  penalties  are  assessed  beyond  that 
of  incarceration.  If  the  penalty  stops 
here  and  the  hobo  is  housed  and  fed  for  a 
definite  term  and  again  turned  out  upon 
society,  nothing  has  been  gained.  Of  our 
personal  observation  we  have  seen  a 
score  of  these  Wandering  Willies  all  well 
housed  within  a  warm  apartment  of  a 
police  station,  and  have  heard  their  ex- 
pressions of  gratification  upon  release 
and  know  that  they  prefer  a  nice  warm 
comfortable  jail  in  the  winter  time  to  any 
kind  of  labor.  Of  the  most  effective 
penalties  yet  imposed  we  believe  that  the 
stone-yard  stands  first;  and  while  we  do 
find  these  institutions  patronized,  un- 
willingly however,  the  cities  who  main- 
tain them  are  less  annoyed  by  tramps 
than  those  who  foster  them  by  offering 
good  lodgings  and  permit  them  to  beg 
about  their  streets. 
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If  the  pnblic  will  awaken  to  the  peril  other  equally  effective  compulsory  labor 

which  threatens  ns  through  permitting  institution  erected  within  the  bounderies 

these  human  vampires  to  multiply  in  our  of  every  city  in  the  United  States, 
midst  there  will  be  a  stone-yard  or  some 

LOVE  SUPERIOR  TO  SCIENCE. 


The  noted  criminologist  Dr.  Arthur  Mac- 
Donald  whose  writings  have  attracted 
snch  wide  spread  attention,  chief  among 
which  are  "The  Abnormal  Man,"  "The 
Criminal  Type,"  "Child  Study  in  the 
United  States"  and  his  "Abnormal 
Woman,"  which  raised  such  a  storm  of 
adverse  criticism  that  it  was  withdrawn 
from  the  market,  has  undergone  a  change 
of  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
fessional woman's  duties  after  she  be- 
comes a  wife — a  change  influenced  by  the 
same  little  archer  that  pierces  the  hearts 
of  the  proud  and  the  humble,  the  learned 
and  the  unlearned.  The  doctor  openly 
advocated  the  belief  that  woman  should 
have  the  sane  privilege  as  man  after  mar- 
riage and  not  be  compelled  to  abandon 
her  profession  or  study  to  engage  in 
household  cares  to  the  exclusion  of  her 
practice  It  is  refreshing  to  read  his  ex- 
pressions after  having  become  the  victim 
of  one  of  Cupid's  darts,  as  they  give  evi- 
dence that  the  winged  little  myth  is  not 
to  be  ontaone  even  by  our  most  scientific 
reasoners. 

He  is  now  engaged  to  marry  a  profes- 
sional woman,  Dr.  Ella  B.  Everett,  chief 
resident  surgeon  of  the  women's  hospital 
in  Philadelphia.  He  says  that  he  now  be- 
lieves that  the  home  duties  are  sufficient 
to  fill  the  time  of  even  the  cleverest  pro- 
fessional woman  when  she  marries  and 
declares  the  rearing  of  a  child  to  be  the 
highest,  noblest  work  in  which  a  woman 
can  engage.  The  doctor  has  long  been 
recognized  authority  on  love  and  marriage 
and  bis  earlier  observations  made  when 
he  studied  the  subject  as  a  cold-hearted 
scientist  places  his  sanity  in  question 
now  if  his  previous  standpoint  is  to  be 
considered  scientifically  true.   He  said- 

"We  may  call  love  a  certain  mental  and 
physical  state  in  which  we  are  lost; 
thought,  feeling,  duty,  the  past,  the  pres- 
ent and  future — everything  in  us  unites 
*ith  the  single  idea  or  another  being." 

"Love  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  causes 


of  mental,  physical  and  emotional  aber- 
ration.  It,  in  fact,  so  often  lacks  what  is 

Eroperly  called  common  sense  that  it  is 
ardly  a  misnomer  to  call  it  the  insanity 
of  love." 

Since  the  doctor  had  taken  on  this 
violent  form  which  affects  the  mind  and 
deprives  us  of  "common  sense"  his  early 
counsel  loses  much  of  its  effectiveness 
and  lends  strength  to  the  belief  that  ar- 
gument based  on  theory  does  not  always 
prove  facts,  however  well  demonstrated 
and  supported  by  scientific  reasonings. 
The  view  now  taken  by  the  doctor  is: 

"You  can't  be  scientific  in  aesthetics," 
he  said.  "It  would  be  out  of  taste. 
Science  in  love  is  not  to  be  thought  of  for 
a  moment.  It  is  only  one  phase  of  life. 
Art  itself  is  for  the  sake  of  beauty.  Dis- 
sect a  lily  to  find  its  component  parts, 
and  it  would  lose  its  beauty.  It  is  so 
with  love.  You  cannot  choose  people 
who  are  so  perfectly  adapted  to  each 
other  that  they  form  the  perfect  one,  thus 
hoping  to  uplift  the  human  race  by  means 
of  marriage  under  the  best  conditions. 
You  must  let  love  have  its  way.  Science 
must  stand  aside  for  art's  sake.  Make 
the  world  better  by  taking  care  of  the 
children.  Nine-tenths  of  the  people  in 
prison  would  not  be  there  were  it  not  for 
their  conditions.  Inherited  traits  are  not 
so  strong  in  their  influence  for  evil  as  are 
the  conditions  surrounding  the  young. 
Improve  these,  and  you  will  uplift  the 
world.  Do  not  for  a  moment  imagine 
this  can  be  done  by  attempting  to  im- 
prove on  nature's  methods  in  the  selec- 
tion of  husbands  and  wives.  I  would  not 
have  you  go  to  the  other  extreme  and  be- 
lieve I  advocate  falling  in  love  blindly,  as 
so  many  do.  On  the  contrary,  I  say,  fall 
over  your  head  in  love,  but  leave 
enough  of  your  head  above  to  take 
observations.  Be  very  much  in  love, 
but  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  not 
to  part  company  entirely  with  com- 
mon sense.  The  great  law  of  attraction 
between  the  sexes  is  in  the  principle  that 
like  attracts  like.  The  scientist  may  see 
good  reasons  why  they  are  not  adapted 
to  each  other,  but  he  has  no  right  to  in- 
terfere. Love  is  superior  to  science. 
Whether  the  present  tendency  of  woman 
to  enter  the  professions  and  live  a  public 
life  will  influence  marriage  for  the  better 
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or  worse  is  a  question  that  canfiot  be 
answered  in  this  century.  The  profes- 
sional woman  is  doing;  good  in  the  world; 
but  it  is  hard  to  see  how  she  could  fulfill 
the  duties  of  home  life  and  continue  in 
public  life.  It  is  hard  to  see  how  a  woman 
having-  a  family  can  do  more  than  falls  to 
her  snare  within  her  home.  I  do  not 
know  of  anything  higher  than  to  train  a 
child.  It  is  the  mothers  who-  hold  the 
destiny  of  the  nation  in  their  hands.  I 
can  only  state  the  one  general  Truth: 
That  if  the  professional  and  business 
life  of  woman  becomes  general  and  inter- 
feres with  the  home  life  and  the  proper 
care  of  the  children,  the  nation  will  be- 
gin to  deteriorate  as  a  nation.  That  con- 
clusion is  inevitable. 

I  do  not  agree  with  Dr.  Forbes  Windslow 
that  it  would  be  better  for  the  world  if 
there  were  prohibitive  '  laws  regulating 
marriage.  Marriage  is  a  safeguard  for 
both  men  and  women.  They  should 
marry  when  they  are  young.  There  is  no 
safeguard  for  a  man  like  an  early  mar- 
riage. The  two  are  more  elastic  then  and 
better  adapted  to  struggle  together.  The 
young  have  lovers'  quarrels,  but  these 
cut  no  figure.  They  clear  the  air.  Older 
people  have  more  judgment,  thus  being 
less  likely  to  disagree,  but  I  am  strongly 


in  favor  of  marriage  at  an  early  age. 
Statistics  show  that  there  are  more  sui- 
cides among  single  than  married  men, 
this  of  itself  being  a  powerful  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  matrimony,  showing 
that  there  is  more  happiness  in  a  married 
than  a  single  life.  The  theosophic  theory 
of  twin  souls  is  all  right.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  divorce.  It  tends  to  disorganize 
society,  and  it  is  to  be  deplored.  It  is 
the  weak  people  who  make  the  trouble  in 
marriage;  those  who  do  not  know  how  to 
bear  and  forbear." 

We  are  inclined  to  agree  with  this  lat- 
ter view  of  the  doctor  in  our  common 
"mental  state,"  and  are  inclined  to  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  the  misnomer  he 
has  given  that  aesthetic  state  known  as 
married  life,  was  but  the  clearing  of  his 
vision.  Whatever  value  may  have  been 
placed  upon  his  opinions  heretofore  re- 
lating to  love  and  marriage  ought  now  to 
have  a  manifold  value,  as  his  experience 
is  enabling  him  to  study  all  the  symptoms 
which  have  affected  kings  and  knaves 
alike  since  the  seance  that  occurred  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden. 


A  REQUEST  PR©n  THE  INTERSTATE  C®W\ERCE  W\niSSI©N. 


The  secretary  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  has  sent  out  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  is  of  great  interest 
to  all  railway  employes,  and  especially 
those  who  are  in  train  service  and  exposed 
to  the  risks  attendant  upon  that  service: 
Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  19,  1900. 

"The  safety  appliance  act  of  March  2, 
1893,  having  become  fully  effective  Au- 
gust 1, 1900,  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission wishes  co-operation  in  its  en- 
forcement. It  is  just  as  incumbent  on 
the  railroads  to  have  safety  appliances 
properly  inspected  and  kept  in  good  con- 
dition as  it  is  to  apply  them  to  the  cars 
in  the  first  place.  An  appliance  not  in 
safe  working  order  is  a  violation  of  the 
law. 

"When  injury  occurs  from  coupling  or 
uncoupling  or  by  falling  from  car,  or 
from  failure  to  have  train  controlled  by 
power  brakes,  or  from  any  cause  which 
proper  safety  appliances  could  have  pre- 
vented, the  Commission  desires  detailed 
information  of  the  same.  In  t  ach  case  the 
report,  if  possible,  should  show: 


"1.  Name. 

2.  Date  and  place. 

3.  Railroad  on  which  accident  occurred. 

4.  Numbers  and  initials  of  cars  caus- 
ing accident. 

5.  Contents. 

6.  Point  of  shipment  and  destination. 

7.  Condition  of  draw-bars  (including 
height  from  rail),  of  coupling  and  un- 
coupling apparatus,  and  of  grab-irons. 

8.  If  on  road,  number  of  power  brakes 
working. 

9.  Remarks. 

"If  only  a  part  of  this  information  can 
be  obtained  it  should  nevertheless  be 
forwarded,  but  the  men  should  learn  the 
importance  of  noting  all  details  at  the 
time  of  the  accident. 

"The  attention  of  the  Commission  has 
been  invited  to  the  fact  that  many  injur- 
ies are  caused  by  gross  carelessness  of 
the  employes  themselves.  These  fre- 
quently result  from  a  spirit  of  bravado  or 
recklessness,  which  should  be  discour- 
aged. The  men  should  be  taught  that  it 
is  a  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  and  to  the 
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pnblic  to  take  all  proper  precautions. 
The  railroads  have,  at  government  in- 
stance, provided  costly  safeguards,  and 
it  is  for  the  men  to  do  their  part  by  exer- 
cising the  common  prudence  which  their 
employers  and  the  public  expect.  In  a 
recent  case  investigated  by  the  Commis- 
sion it  was  found  that  a  brakeman  was 
seriously  injured  by  attempting  to  cross 
over  in  the  night  time  between  two  pas- 
senger cars  just  before  they  coupled. 
The  cars  had  safety  appliances  in  good 


condition;  but  these  could  not  protect  a 
man  from  his  own  lack  of  judgment. 

"While  section  8  of  the  safety  appliance 
act  renders  the  railroads  liable  to  em- 
ployes where  injuries  result  from  failure 
to  comply  with  the  law,  it  does  not  ex- 
cuse carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  men. 

"Kindly  acknowledge  receipt  and  offer 
any  suggestions  that  may  occur  to  you." 

Very  respectfully, 
Enw.  A.  Mosf.i.ev, 
Secretary. 


A  CASE  OP  COERCION  IN  COURT*. 


The  Boston  Post  contains  an  account  of 
the  recent  test  case  brought  before  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court  by  a  member 
of  the  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers, 
who  was  dismissed  from  the  service  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad,  for  reasons  which  point  directly 
to  his  connection  with  the  above  named 
Order.  The  suit  is  brought  against  Hugh 
J.  Hill,  chief  train  dispatcher  of  the 
Taunton  division  of  that  road  for  having 
violated  a  federal  statute  which  is  the 
arbitration  act  of  June  1st,  1S98.  The  first 
step  taken  by  the  defense  in  this  case  was 
to  attack  the  validity  and  constitutional- 
ity of  the  act,  but  Judge  Lowell,  before 
whom  the  case  was  tried,  overruled  the 
objection  and  his  decision,  unless  re- 
versed by  a  higher  court,  makes  the  law 
valid. 

Among  other  things  the  act  provides 
"That  any  employer  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  and  any  officer,  agent, 
or  receiver  of  such  employer  who  shall 
require  any  employe,  or  any  other  person 
seeking  employment,  as  a  condition  of 
such  employment,  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment, either  written  or  verbal,  not  to  be- 
come or  remain  a  member  of  any  labor 
corporation,  association,  or  organization; 
or  shall  threaten  an  employe  with  loss  of 
employment,  or  shall  unjustly  discrimin- 
ate against  any  employe  because  of  his 
membership  in  such  a  labor  corporation, 
association  or  organization;  or  who  shall 
require  any  employe  or  any  person  seek- 
ing employment,  as  a  condition  of  such 
employment,  to  enter  into  a  contract 
whereby  such  employe  or  applicant  for 


employment  shall  agree  to  contribute  to 
any  fund  for  charitable,  social,  or  bene- 
ficial purposes;  to  release  such  employer 
from  legal  liability  for  any  personal  in- 
jury by  reason  of  any  benefit  received 
from  such  fund  beyond  the  proportion  of 
the  benefit  arising  from  the  employer's 
contribution  to  such  fund;  or  who  shall, 
after  having  discharged  an  employe,'  at- 
tempt or  conspire  to  prevent  such  employe 
from  obtaining  employment,  or  who  shall, 
after  the  quitting  of  an  employe,  attempt 
or  conspire  to  prevent  such  employe  from 
obtaining  employment,  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon 
conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction 
in  the  district  in  which  such  offense  was 
committed,  shall  be  punished  for  each 
offense  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars  and  not  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars." 

The  evidence  submitted  shows  that 
when  Mr.  Hill  learned  that  the  plaintiff 
was  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Railway 
Telegraphers,  he  approached  him  and  said 
that  his  "prospects  would  be  improved" 
if  he  would  getoutoftheOrder.  In  a  num- 
ber of  other  instances  he  tried  to  persuade 
him  by  "friendly  advice"  to  sever  his 
connection  with  the  organization  as  he 
desired  to  see  him  remain  in  the  service; 
that  his  promotion  depended  upon  his 
withdrawal  from  the  Order  and  wished  to 
have  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  recom- 
mending him  for  such  promotion.  In  a 
conversation  with  a  fellow-employe  of  the 
office,  also  a  member  of  the  Order,  Mr. 
Hill  said: 
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"I  talked  with  Galligan  (the  plaintiff) 
and  tried  to  get  him  to  drop  this  anion 
business,  but  he  wouldn't.  Why  do  you 
mix  up  in  it?  You  will  lose  your  job  if 
you  do.  Allen  had  his  head  chopped  off, 
and  you  and  Eaton  are  next,  for  Clark 
has  a  list  of  all  you  fellows  who  have 
joined." 

Mr.  Hill  testified  that  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  hiring  or  dismissing  of  men. 
It  was  all  done  from  headquarters.  He 
said  that  General  Superintendent  Clark 
wished  to  equalize  the  wages  of  the'  men 
in  the  office  by  letting  a  man  go.  and  Gal- 
ligan happened  to  be  in  line.  He  swore 
that  the  purpose  of  his  advice  to  Galligan 
to  leave  the  Order  was  to  place  him  (Hill) 
in  a  position  to  recommend  the  young 
man  for  appointment  when  there  was  a 
vacancy  later  on. 

General  Superintendent  Clark  testified 
that  there  had  been  no  discrimination 
against  the  members  of  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Telegraphers  and  that  Mr.  Hill  had 
only  obeyed  the  orders  issued  by  him  to 
reduce  the  force  that  there  might  be  an 
equalization  of  wages  in  the  office. 

While  the  evidence  submitted  is  of  a 
circumstantial  nature  which  thoroughly 
convinces  any  fair-minded  man  that  the 
sole  purpose  of  Mr.  Galligan's  dismissal 
was  to  get  rid  of  him  because  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Order  of  Railway  Tele- 
graphers, it  is  presumed  that  it  was  not 
of  such  nature  to  convince  the  jury  of  the 
guilt  of  the  defendant  and  resulted  in  a 
disagreement,  there  being  ten  for  convic- 
tion and  two  for  acquittal.  If  any  further 
evidence  could  have  been  produced  out- 
side of  a  direct  admission  of  the  charges, 
the  guilt  of  the  defendant  could  not  be 
more  clearly  established  in  our  mind. 
The  several  admissions  of  Mr.  Hill  mak- 
ing the  resignation  of  Mr.  Galligan  a  con- 
dition of  his  promotion  may  logically  be 
accepted  as  the  reason  for  his  dismissal 
as  well.  To  plead  as  a  reason  for  such 
dismissal  the  equalization  of  wages  and 
to  pick  out  Mr.  Galligan  who  "happened 
to  be  in  line"  may  be  literally  true  as  the 
reason  for  his  dismissal,  but  there  is  no 


power  on  earth  to  make  Mr.  Hill  say  why 
the  next  man  for  promotion  should  be 
chosen  as  a  sacrifice  to  equalize  the  wages 
of  the  office,  or  what  that  influence  was 
which  brought  Mr.  Galligan  "into  line." 
We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  same 
"friendly  advice"  which  Mr.  Galligan  re- 
ceived to  withdraw  from  the  Order  and 
upon  which  condition  his  "improved 
prospects"  depended,  as  assured  by  Mr. 
Hill,  brought  about  the  situation  which 
"happened"  to  put  Mr.  Galligan  in  the 
line  for  dismissal,  after  he  had  declined 
to  accept  the  provision.  The  answer  to 
the  charges  presents  a  most  flimsy  excuse 
when  weighed  with  the  evidence  of  the 
defendant  himself  and  the  case  appears 
to  bear  out  the  charges  set  forth  in  the 
indictment  from  any  point  of  view.  The 
fact  that  the  jury  had  to  ask  for  instruc- 
tions ;twice  before  they  were  able  to 
render  a  verdict  shows  that  that  body 
were  in  doubt  either  as  to  the  weight  of 
the  evidence  in  the  case  or  in  their  un- 
derstanding of  the  spirit  of  the  law;  in 
either  event  it  resulted  in  disagreement. 

The  law  was  framed  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  employes  in  their  rights  to 
combine  for  social  and  industrial  pur- 
poses. It  does  not  accord  anything  which 
can  be  construed  as  a  detriment  to  the 
employer  in  any  sense, and  any  antagonism 
arising  which  has  a  tendency  to  prevent 
co-operation  on  these  lines  is  nothing; 
more  or  less  than  a  disposition  to  crush 
the  aspiration  of  labor  to  better  its  con- 
dition and  to  keep  it  in  a  state  of  serf- 
dom. We  wish  that  our  jurors  could  bet- 
ter understand  the  subterfuges  adopted 
to  evade  this  law.  We  wish  they  could 
fully  realize  the  injury  and  injustice  done 
by  these  evasions  and  be  able  to  render  a 
verdict  under  the  spirit  of  the  law  accord- 
ing to  the  weight  of  the  evidence. 

To  our  mind  the  charges  were  sustained 
in  this  case  by  the  evidence  of  the  de- 
fendant himself  and  we  believe  that  a 
lack  of  full  comprehension  of  the  spirit 
of  the  law  was  the  only  reason  why  a 
unanimous  verdict  for  conviction  was 
not  brought  in. 
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JUSTICES  frS  I 

By  a  proclamation  of  President  Mitchell 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  over  116,000 
of  the  142,000  men  now  engaged  in  the 
stiike  went  to  work  on  October  29.  It 
has  broken  the  largest  strike  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  country— a  strike  which  has 
been  at  the  same  time  the  most  remark- 
able for  its  unbroken  restraint  and  its 
peace  and  good  order.  The  reasons  lead- 
ing np  to  the  strike  have  been  discussed 
so  exhaustively  through  the  press  during 
the  thirty-nine  days  of  its  continuance  as 
to  need  no  further  comment  here.  While 
the  miners  have  not  been  successful  in 
securing  everything  asked  for,  they  have 
established  a  powerful  organization  and 
have  won  the  very  important  concession 
that  their  grievances  will  be  listened  to. 
What  we  are  pleased  to  call  a  concession 
in  this  instance  amounts  to  nothing  but 
a  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  mine 
owners  and  operators  to  accord  to  their 
men  the  privilege  of  a  hearing  when  hard- 
ships have  been  imposed — something  that 
the  very  spirit  of  justice  and  fairness 
demanded,  yet  which  has  steadfastly  been 
refused  them  until  this  strike.  The  ap- 
parent lack  of  a  spirit  of  fairness  on  the 
part  of  the  operators  has,  from  the  begin- 
ning, put  them  into  public  disfavor  and 
won  for  the  miners '  that  sympathy  that 
wished  them  success  to  the  sacrifice  of 
any  comforts  we  might  enjoy  through  the 
fruits  of  their  labors.  The  public  right- 
eously condemned  the  operators  because 
their  arrogant  conduct  was  without  de- 
fense of  any  sort,  wtfile  the  cause  for 
which  the  men  fought  was  a  righteous 
one  from  every  point  of  view.  The  Read- 
ing Company,  whose  mining  and  trans- 
portation facilities  are  enormous,  have 
seized  the  opportunity  presented  in  their 
settlement  with  the  miners  to  break  away 
from  the  combination,  and  is  significant 
of  the  immorality  of  its  previous  engage- 
ment when  explained  by  one  of  its  offi- 
cials, thus: 

"We  shall  mine  coal  hereafter  free  of 
restriction  and  give  our  miners  every 
opportunity  to  profit  by  work  every  day 
they  care  to  work." 

This  assertion,  coming  from  one  of  a 
combination  whose  policy  tyranized  labor, 
is  ample  evidence  that  the  labor  of  the 


CONCESSION. 

miners  was  exploited  for  the  benefit  of 
the  syndicate  and  justifies  the  men  in 
their  strike. 

The  Philadelphia  North  American 
says  that  "the  companies  which  have 
not  yet  posted  notices  are:  The  Pennsyl- 
vania Coal  Company,  operating  mines 
between  Wilkesbarre  and  Carbondale;  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Company,  at  Nanti- 
coke,  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  and  the 
William  Penn,  in  Schuylkill  county;  the 
Summit  Branch  Coal  Company,  in  the 
Lykens  district;  the  Mineral  Mining  Com- 
pany, Shamokin,  and  the  Union  Coal 
Company,  at  Mt.  Carmel;  all  controlled 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company; 
G.  B.  Markle  &  Co.,  and  Coxe  Bros.  & 
Co.,  in  the  Hazleton  district;  John  Jermyn, 
two  mines  at  Scranton,  and  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  whose 
mines  in  the  Panther  Creek  Valley  have 
worked  throughout  the  strike.  All  these 
represent  18  per  cent,  of  the  total  an- 
thracite output. 

So  far  as  coal  production  is  concerned, 
therefore,  the  continuance  of  the  strike 
against  these  operators,  granting  that 
their  men  will  follow  Mitchell's  bidding, 
will  work  no  very  great  public  hardship. 
As  already  explained,  it  partakes  of  the 
nature  of  a  collateral  issue,  with  the  union 
and  John  Markle  as  the  chief  combatants. 
Markle  is  resolute  and  defiant.  Mitchell 
has  accepted  his  challenge.  To  whom 
the  laurels  of  victory  shall  go  the  miners 
themselves  must  now  say. 

With  respect  to  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road's position,  President  Cassatt  recently 
stated  that  the  company  had  not  posted 
any  notices  and  would  not  do  so  until  the 
men  returned  to  work.  They  would  treat 
with  their  men  then  and  follow  the  gen- 
eral advances. 

As  to  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company, 
which  is  a  New  York  concern,  the  presi- 
dent, W.  S.  V.  Thome,  has  not  been  in 
favor  of  granting  any  advances,  alleging 
that  the  rate  of  wages  paid  at  their  mines 
exceeded  that  paid  at  other  places. 

Coxe  Brothers  &  Co.  recently  paid  their 
men  on  the  basis  of  a  10  per  cent,  advance 
to  all  employes,  and  it  is  likely  that  as 
soon  as  the  changes  made  necessary  by 
the  second  or  amended  notice  can  be  in- 
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troduced  into  their  system  of  keeping  ac- 
counts, the  company  will  follow  all  oth- 
ers. To  have  posted  the  amended  notice 
and  to  have  attempted  to  live  up  to  it, 
under  the  semi-monthly  pay  system  pre- 
vailing at  their  mines,  would  have  been 
troublesome." 

President  Mitchell  advises  the  resump- 
tion of  work  where  concessions  have  been 
made  and  says  to  the  men  who  are  willing 
to  go  back  that  they  should  be  prepared 
to  contribute  a  reasonable  amount  for 
the  maintenance  of  those  who  may  be 
compelled  to  continue  on   strike.  The 


miners  are  to  be  congratulated  because 
of  their  union,  because  of  their  orderly 
conduct,  because  of  their  success  and  be- 
cause of  their  wise  leadership.  Capital 
never  blundered  more  egregiously  than  it 
has  in  this  fight  against  the  miners,  and 
labor  has  seldom  been  led  with  such  skill 
and  discretion.  We  trust  that  history- 
will  record  from  this  strike,  a  date  which 
will  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  of  per- 
manen  t  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
miners  and  that  petty  grievances  and 
impositions  from  which  they  have  suffered 
will  end  for  all  time  to  come. 


AN  UNWARfSANTRp  DESERTBONo 


From  all  parts  of  the  country  come  re- 
ports of  the  election  of  members  of  our 
Order  and  of  our  sister  organizations,  to 
public  office.  It  certainly  affords  us 
pleasure  to  note  these  preferments.  It  is 
a  flattering  compliment  to  us,  not  because 
we  have  grown  numerically  strong  to  de- 
mand recognition  as  a  class,  but  because 
the  public  have  found  in  us  her  best  class 
of  citizens  who  are  represented  in  many 
instances  by  men  of  rare  talent  and 
ability.  It  has  been  gratifying,  indeed, 
to  note  the  result  of  united  supports  in 
many  districts. 

But  in  one  instance,  however,  lack  of 
loyal  support  was  the  means  of  defeating 
a  candidate  for  office.  In  this  instance 
the  candidate  was  urged  to  allow  his 
name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate  from  a 
congressional  district  which  promised  an 
overwhelming  majority.  At  a  union  meet- 
ing of  railway  employes,  he  was  indorsed 
and  assured  of  the  support  of  the  railroad 
men  of  the  state  and  a  committee  of  rail- 
road men  was  named  at  this  convention  to 
lay  his  name  before  the  state  committee 
as  the  choice  of  the  united  railway  organ- 
izations for  state  senator.  Satisfactory 
arrangements  could  not  be  reached  in 
this  connection  but  it  was  agreed  that  if 
it  could  be  shown  that  the  candidate 
could  give  evidence  that  he  could  control 
the  majority  of  the  railroad  votes  that  he 
should  be  slated  as  representative  from 
his  district.  With  the  assurances  he  had 
received  this  seemed  easy,  and  time  and 
carefully  saved  earnings  were  spent  to  se- 


cure satisfactory  assurance  of  that  sup- 
port. After  a  thorough  canvass  which 
was  like  chasing  a  will  o'  the  wisp,  be 
called  a  meeting  of  the  committee  nom- 
inated at  the  union  meeting  by  the  sev- 
eral labor  organizations,  but  engage- 
ments elsewhere  were  pleaded  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  absence  from  time  to  time  until 
sick  at  heart  with  the  hollowness  of  their 
sincerity  he  realized  that  he  was  drift- 
ing alone  without  a  hope  of  securing  the 
support  which  at  first  seemed  to  crowd 
itself  upon  him  and  he  was  forced  to 
withdraw  his  name. 

Not  one  thought  of  incompetency  at- 
taches itself  to  this  Brother  as  a  reason 
for  the  desertion.  On  the  other  hand  he 
was  most  eminently  qualified  in  every 
way  to  represent  his  district  and  bore  the 
confidence  of  every  railroad  man  in  the 
state.  His  ideas  were  progressive  and 
the  railroad  men  of  that  state  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  with  his  election 
they  should  reap  material  benefit  through 
legislation;  and  yet,  a  lethergy  took  hold 
of  every  man  on  that  committee  who  were 
in  charge  of  the  canvass,  and  permitted 
him  to  be  defeated  for  lack  of  loyal  sup- 
port. We  can  only  express  our  sincerest 
regrets  that  disinterest  should  so  over- 
whelm members  of  our  organizations  that 
for  lack  of  zeal  and  loyalty  they  will  cast 
aside  the  very  opportunity  they  have 
sought  to  bring  about  those  changes  in 
their  conditions  which  are  to  be  gained 
through  legislation.  The  result  has  a 
far  more  disastrous  effect  than  the  loss 
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of  time  and  money  suffered  by  the 
candidate  who  was  forced  to  retire  from 
the  race  for  lack  of  moral  support  by 
those  whom  he  expected  to  help  him.  It 
has  given  the  impression  that  organized 
railway  labor  of  the  state  acknowledged 
itself  defeated  when  called  upon  "to  de- 
liver the  goods,"  and  that  instead  of  be- 
ing able  through  the  strength  of  organi- 
zation to  demand  recognition,  they  were 
simply  a  body  of  disorganized  men  who 
had  no  common  interests  and  whose  co- 
hesive tendencies  were  no  more  to  be 
thought  of  than  those  of  trades  unions 
generally. 

!  The  splendid  results  achieved  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  through  the  united 
efforts  of  organized  railway  labor  and  in 
which  the  number  of  men  employed  in 
train  service  in  no  way  compare  with  the 


enormous  showing  of  the  state  in  ques- 
tion, at  once  invites  the  most  severe  criti- 
cism upon  the  railway  committee  of  that 
state  for  its  unwarranted  desertion  of 
their  candidate  whom  they  had  put  for- 
ward, and  puts  them  in  a  most  unenviable 
position  before  the  eyes  of  not  only  the 
railroad  men  of  the  country,  but  before 
the  eyes  of  the  people  everywhere  who 
know  that  the  defeat  of  the  candidate  was 
due  to  their  lack  of  zeal.  The  loss  of 
prestige  is  something  to  be  regretted  but 
we  hope  that  this  defeat  will  only  add  de- 
termination to  the  railroad  men  of  that 
state  and  through  this,  "their  first  serious 
error,"  they  will  erect  a  tower  of  strength 
that  will  stand  as  a  monument  to  organ- 
ized railway  labor  whose  magnificence 
will  be  acknowledged  and  admired  by  all. 


COLLEGE  I 

The  average  railroad  conductor  is  not 

i  a  man  of  many  accomplishments,  and  as 
a  rale  his  education  is  confined  to  the 
common  school  branches,  such  as  are 
taught  in  the  grammar  department  of  our 
schools  today;  yet,  limited  as  have  been 
the  opportunities  of  many,  we  find  them 
engaged  in  executing  the  most  exacting 

I  details  as  officials  of  lines  with  which 
they  accepted  service  as  brakemen  or 
office  boys.     It  is  suggestive  that  idle 

I  moments  were  well  employed,  or  that 
liberal  use  was  made  of  "midnight  oil," 
or,  perhaps,  both;  in  either  event  it  veri- 
fies the  old  adage  that  perseverance 
merits  its  reward,  and  the  many  promo- 
tions from  the  ranks  of  late  is  evidence 
that  our  members  are  awakening  to  this 
fact  and  are  fitting  themselves  to  assume 
higher  positions  in  railway  service.  Nor 
does  their  ambition  stop  here.  The  ma- 
jority of  men  in  train  service  are  begin- 

I  ning  to  realize  the  value  of  education  of 
a  higher  order  and  are  using  every  effort 
to  secure  an  endowment  for  their  daugh- 
ters that  will  be  of  more  value  to  them 
than  money.  The  appreciation  of  higher 
edncation  seems  to  be  general  from  the 
statement  made  by  President  Angell,  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  to  the  board 
of  regents.    He  called  attention  to  the 


fact  that  in  the  literary  department  of  the 
university,  women  now  constitute  47  per 
cent  of  the  students.  He  said  that  the 
rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  women 
who  are  obtaining  collegiate  training  is 
one  of  the  most  striking  educational 
facts  of  the  time.  Not  only  is  the  pro- 
portion of  women  to  men  in  all  of  the  so- 
called  co-educational  institutions  annu- 
ally growing,  but  the  attendance  upon 
the  "annexes"  and  in  the  strictly  wo- 
men's colleges  is  swelling  so  rapidly  as 
to  test  the  capacity  of  the  institutions  to 
care  for  the  students.  He  says  that  be- 
fore many  years  the  number  of  college- 
bred  women  in  the  nation  will  equal  that 
of  college- bred  men.  This  statement, 
coming  from  one  so  well  qualified  to 
judge  of  the  outlook  for  the  future,  cer- 
tainly convinces  us  that  effort  is  being 
made  to  give  to  our  girls  the  same  ad- 
vantages that  have  heretofore  been 
looked  upon  as  necessary  for  boys  only. 
The  general  interest  taken  by  both  girls 
and  boys  is  only  equalled  by  the  con- 
stantly increasing  number  of  both  sexes 
who  are  striving  for  college  educations, 
and  which  proves  the  fact  parents  are 
awake  to  the  necessity  that  their  children 
need  higher  educations  to  meet  the  com- 
ing conditions. 
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The  number  of  students  that  Michigan 
sent  to  the  university,  the  Chicago  Her- 
ald says,  during  the  last  year  was  2,006,  or 
132  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
"The  Michigan  students  constitute  nearly 
54  per  cent  of  the  whole  attendance. 
Illinois  enlarged  its  attendance  from  328 
to  354.  Ohio  from  199  to  215,  Indiana  from 
113  to  129.  Iowa  from  84  to  94.  The  women 
in  the  university  numbered  714,  of  whom 
634  were  in  the  literary  department  and 
49  in  medicine  and  surgery.  The  increase 
in  attendance  of  women  is  40  over  the 
preceding  year.  The  ratio  of  men  to 
women  in  the  university  remains  as  it 
has  been,  about  five  to  one." 


Among  this  number  is  a  fair  represen- 
tation from  the  families  of  conductors, 
and  it  is  with  a  feeling  of  mingled  pride 
and  gratification  that  we  look  upon  these 
efforts  to  secure  for  our  children  those 
advantages  that  will  fit  them  to  fill  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility.  We 
hope  that  the  value  of  college  educations 
will  be  more  generally  appreciated  among: 
our  members  and  that  effort  will  be  made 
everywhere  to  increase  the  number  who 
now  represent  our  conductors.  It  is  a 
legacy  that  cannot  be  stolen  from  them, 
and  is  of  more  value,  a  thousand  fold, 
than  the  sum  spent  in  securing  it. 


CO-OPERATION  iti  TRAVEL. 


It  is  well  within  the  recollection  of  our 
oldest  inhabitants  since  the  "prairie 
schooner"  was  the  only  means  of  convey- 
ance between  the  far  east  and  the  far 
west.  When  we  consider  the  mighty 
energy  that  has  been  brought  to  bear  to 
eliminate  distance,  so  to  speak,  it  reads 
like  an  Arabian  Nights'  tale.  To  those 
actually  engaged  in  railway  service  but 
little  thought  is  given  the  steady  pro- 
gress our  railroads  are  making  each  year 
in  widening  their  facilities  and  in  sur- 
rounding travel  with  greater  comforts. 
Our  Grand  Chief  Conductor  has  else- 
where given  a  very  interesting  description 
on  the  expansion  of  railways,  but  there  is 
still  another  forceful  illustration  we  wish 
to  bring  out  in  an  example  afforded 
through  the  efforts  of  George  H.  Daniels 
general  passenger  agent  of  the  N.  Y.  C. 
&  H.  R,  R.  and  who  may  be  considered 
the  pioneer  in  advancing  the  facilities  of 
travel. 

The  Post  Express  of  Rochester,  New 
York,  recently  gave  a  short  account  of  a 
gentleman  of  that  city  desiring  transpor- 
tation to  Japan.  He  dropped  into  the 
New  York  Central  ticket  office  about  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  said: 

"I  wish  you  'tl  reserve  for  me  two  berths 
on  the  Hong  Kong  Maru  for  Kobe,  Japan. 
She  sails  on  the  29th  from  San  Francisco." 

Mr.  Kalbliieseh  rnade  a  brief  note.  "All 
right,"  he  replied.  "Come  in  about 
five  o'clock." 

At  4:19  o'clock  Mr.  Kalbfliesch  received 
a  telegram  from  San  Francisco.  It  read 
"2".  This  meant  that  Agent  Avery  of 
the  Oriental  Steamship  Company  had  re- 
ceived his  order  and  reserved  stateroom 
22  for  the  two  gentlemen  from  Rochester. 
At  five  o'clock  the  tickets  were  purchased. 
They  were  lontr,  slim,  unostentatious 
ple<  es  of  P*ES£  which  will  carry  their 
possessors  8,833  miles  in  twenty-seven 
days,  with  three  changes;  one  at  Chicago, 
ne  at  San  Francisco,  and  one  at  Yoko- 
->ma. 


While  many  of  us  realize  the  enormous 
influence  of  our  railways  in  opening  up  a. 
new  country  or  in  expanding  interstate 
trade,  it  would  be  hard  to  conceive  what 
the  future  has  in  store  with  the  perfection 
of  co-operative  traveling  accommodations . 
Slow  trains  with  long  stops  have  given 
way  to  luxuriously  furnished  trains  which 
cover  hundreds  of  miles  with  but  one 
stop  for  each  "century"  inn.  Mechanical 
appliances  supply  lubricants  for  the  bear- 
ings of  the  machinery  and  convey  water 
to  the  tank  of  the  engine  without  stop- 
ping. Yet  all  these  things  are  but  local 
in  nature  and  can  be  said  to  contribute 
to  the  comfort  of  the  passenger  only  while 
traveling  at  home  and  while  in  direct  com- 
munication at  all  times  with  our  friends. 
Co-operation  with  ocean-going  steamship 
lines,  which  have  also  made  luxury  and 
comfort  of  travel  a  study,  complete  an 
arrangement  to  deliver  us  in  many  parts 
of  the  old  world  without  the  least  dis- 
comfort. 

These  advantages  are  directly  attrib- 
utable to  the  expansion  system  of  our 
railroads  and  show  them  to  be  as  active  a 
factor  in  extending  our  interests  abroad 
as  they  have  been  in  extending  them  at 
home.  Another  ticket  sold  at  the  Roches- 
ter office  had  for  its  final  destination,  New 
Zealand,  which  carried  its  possessor 
13,000  miles.  When  we  consider  the  in- 
fluences which  have  been  the  means  of 
practically  uniting  us,  not  only  as  people 
of  a  community,  but  with  the  entire 
world,  we  cannot  help  but  express  amaze- 
ment at  the  results  that  have  been  achieved 
within  the  past  fifty  years.  The  rapid 
progress  being  made  by  our  railroads 
cannot  be  fully  appreciated  by  any  of  us. 
Constantly  changing  conditions  and  sharp 
competition  demand  the  adoption  of  newer 
methods  that  are  constantly  improving 
the  service  and  we  adapt  ourselves  to 
them  without  appreciating  the  pace  we 
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No  communication  will  be  used  unless 
Editor  Railway  Conductor 

-^Our  summer  over,  and  everyone  returned  from 
their  holidays.  Division  78  is  looking;  forward  to  its 
winter's  work.  Our  President,  Sister  Anderson, 
gave  an  "At  Home"  on  the  evening;  of  Oct.  16.  and 
we  had  many  of  the  Brothers  and  their  wives  pres- 
ent. If  our  conductors  only  knew  how  pleased  we 
are  to  have  them  attend,  and  bow  mucb  it  would 
encourage  us.  I  am  sure  they  would  make  a  greater 
effort  to  spend  an  occasional  evening:  with  us.  So 
many  of  our  railroad  people  seem  to  misunder- 
stand the  object  of  our  Auxiliary,  and  I  believe 
some  of  them  even  go  so  far  as  to  think  it  a  school 
for  scandal:  but  tbat  is  far  from  our  minds  and  our 
object  is  to  discourage  rather  than  encourage  un- 
kind thoughts  of  our  railroad  people. 

We  like  to  bring;  our  conductors  and  their  fami- 
lies together  that  they  may  be  in  touch  with  each 
other  and  extend  the  sympathy  we  know  they  feel 
in  sickness  and  sorrow.  We  feel  our  Ladies  Auxil- 
iary gives  us  the  opportunity  to  do  this,  as  before 
we  had  onr  Auxiliary  we  were  strangers  to  each 
other,  and  had  no  way  of  knowing;  who  were  ill  or  in 
trouble. 

Brother  Riley  having;  been  transferred  to  Belle- 
rille.our  Sister  Riley  felt  it  wiser  to  withdraw 
from  our  Division.  We  were  sorry  to  lose  her.  for 
though  through  ill  health  she  has  not  been  able  to 
attend  our  meetings  for  some  time,  still  we  felt 
she  was  one  of  us.  Sister  Harris  has  transferred 
from  Division  78  to  Pine  Bluffs  Division.  Our  loss 
is  their  gain,  for  I  know  they  will  find  her  a  good, 
faithful  member,  as  we  have.  Sister  Ely.  of  De- 
troit, put  us  through  our  inspection  last  May.  I 
don't  suppose  she  found  us  very  clever,  but  we 
thoroughly  enjoyed  her  visit  with  us.  We  were 
sorry  not  to  have  been  able  to  arrange  a  meeting 
when  our  Grand  President  passed  through  Canada 
on  her  way  home  from  Portland,  but  it  was  during 
oar  exhibition  when  we  are  all  so  busy  and  our 
homes  full  of  visitors,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
get  our  members  together  on  such  short  notice. 
We  hope,  however,  to  be  more  fortunate  the  next 
time  our  Grand  President  passes  through  or  comes  . 
to  our  city. 

The  good  wishes  of  Division  78  to  The  Conduc- 
tor and  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  all  over  the  con- 
tinent. Mrs.  J.  T.  Smith. 

Toronto.  Out. 


the  name  of  the  author  is  furnished  us. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

L.  A.  Division  40  is  still  alive  to  all  that's  going 
on  and  doing  very  good  work.  Our  Division  re- 
sumed its  regular  meetings  after  the  summer  va- 
cation, on  Thursday.  October  4.  It  was  an  unusu- 
ally interesting  meeting  on  account  of  our  Grand 
President.  Sister  Moore,  being  with  us.  After  the 
regular  order  of  business  was  gone  through  some 
of  the  new  work  was  taken  up.  and  under  the  care- 
ful instruction  of  Sister  Moore  was  also  gone 
through  with  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  after 
which  meeting  adjourned  until  the  following  day. 
Friday.  October  5.  when  we  again  assembled  in  our 
Division  room,  and  with  our  Grand  President, 
worked  until  six  o'clock.  One  interesting  feattre 
of  this  day's  work  was  the  initiation  of  two  new 
members.  We  are  always  very  much  pleased  to 
do  this  part  of  tbe  work  as  every  new  addition 
helps  to  swell  the  Auxiliary.  Mrs.  Moore  spoke 
very  encouraging  words  to  all  present  and  seemed 
well  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  our  officers 
performed  tbe  duties  assigned  them,  but  our  cor- 
respondent could  not  conscientiously  take  any  of 
the  praise  on  account  of  not  being  able  to  do  her 
duty  through  sickness  in  the  family:  but  until  an- 
other more  capable  is  appointed  she  will  endeavor 
to  do  a  little  so  as  not  to  wholly  discourage  the 
Sisters  who  so  kindly  elected  her  to  the  office.  But 
to  return  to  Sister  Moore:  She  urged  the  members 
to  be  more  regular  in  their  attendance.  She  said 
the  success  of  all  Divisions  depended  on  the  inter- 
est taken  by  all  the  members,  and  I  think  we  will 
all  agree  with  her  in  this.  If  we  could  only  re- 
member her  earnest  entreaty  no  doubt  the  closing 
of  each  year  would  be  crowned  with  success.  So 
many  of  us  start  out  with  good  resolutions,  but  be- 
fore getting  very  far  some  little  incident  occurs 
and  our  resolutions  fall  through.  Our  home  duties 
seem  so  many  that  we  sometimes  forget  all  about 
our  social  ties  and  for  a  while  we  are  buried  in 
oblivion.  I  do  not  say  this  to  all.  only  to  the  stay- 
aways.  which  includes  your  correspondent.  Let 
us.  Sisters,  one  and  all.  in  the  future  show  up  our 
true  colors  and  endeavor  to  do  all  the  good  we  can 
to  those  around  us:  and  above  all  let  us  try  and 
preserve  the  air  of  harmony  for  which  our  Divi- 
sion has  always  been  regarded  as  A  number  1.  Be- 
fore closing  the  meeting  Sister  Moore  gave,  in  her 
able  manner,  a  very  pleasing  address,  and  whe 
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meeting  adjoarned  that  day  I  think  all  present  had 
learned  more  than  we  had  anticipated  learning  in 
such  a  short  time.  Thanks  to  Sister  Moore.  And 
may  it  not  be  long  until  she  is  with  us  again. 

At  6:30  we  repaired  to  the  banquet  hall,  where  a 
delightful  luncheon  was  served  by  a  committee 
selected  from  amongst  our  ablest  workers.  Mrs. 
Moore  was  called  upon  for  a  toast,  and  as  ever,  re- 
sponded in  her  most  pleasing  manner.  Our  Presi- 
dent. Mrs.  Van  Scoter,  also  responded  to  a  toast, 
also  our  visiting  Sister .  Mrs.  Allyn.  formerly  of 
Albany  Division  36. 

Sister  Moore  before  leaving  us  spoke  of  the  new 
school  of  instruction,  and  requested  the  members 
to  give  it  consideration.  We  will  try  and  speak  of 
this  later.  Altogether,  we  had  a  very  enjoyable 
time  with  one  exception,  we  missed  Sister  Florin, 
who.  on  acconnt  of  her  sad  affliction,  the  loss  of 
her  dearest  friend  on  earth,  her  husband,  could  not 
be  with  us  this  time.  We  miss  her  very  much,  for 
when  there  was  anything  to  be  done  in  the  line  of 
work  she  was  never  seen  on  a  rear  seat.  But  we 
do  not  miss  her  for  the  work  she  done,  we  miss  her 
for  herself  alone. 

With  an  adieu  to  all.  Sister  Moore  departed  to 
the  home  of  Sister  Keating,  who  is  always  happy 
to  entertain  her  when  she  favors  us  with  one  of 
those  little  visits,  which  are  so  much  enjoyed  by 

all!  CORKESPONDENT  40. 

Buffalo.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  account  of  the  absence  and  health  of  our  cor- 
respondent I  will  write  a  short  letter  that  our  Sis- 
ters will  know  that  we  have  not  dropped  out.  But 
as  she  has  just  returned  from  a  visit  north  and 
much  improved  in  health,  we  are  liable  to  have  a 
"double  header"  this  month. 

Our  Division  is  in  good  condition  and  we  are 
taking  in  new  members.  Now  that  the  weather  is 
so  pleasant  the  members  should  all  come  out  regu- 
larly and  renew  their  interest  in  the  work  and  help 
make  the  meetings  more  interesting.  Our  Presi- 
dent. Sister  Watson,  has  moved  to  Kansas.  We  are 
sorry  indeed  to  lose  her,  but  the  best  of  friends 
must  part.  Before  she  left  the  Sisters  made  her  a 
surprise  visit  and  were  very  pleasantly  enter- 
tained. A  delicious  lunch  was  served  in  the  mean- 
time. The  Division  has  presented  her  a  beautiful 
emblem  pin  as  a  token  of  their  love. 

We  trust  that  this  last  quarter  will  be  the  most 
pleasant  and  profitable  of  our  year's  work.  Let  us 
all  pull  together  and  make  it  the  best  and  do  some 
good  work  for  our  Order.  Miss  Nigger. 

Denison.  Texas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Is  it  not  wise  for  us  to  be  thinking  what  we  pro- 
pose to  do  for  the  good  of  our  Order  for  the  com- 
ing year?  Now  is  the  time  to  make  a  start.  Re- 
member the  prosperity  of  your  Division  depends 
upon  individual  effort.  Everyone  is  expected  to 
do  something  to  promote  its  interests.  How  can 
you  do  it?  It  may  seem  a  little  matter  for  you  to 
commit  the  charges  to  memory  or  to  make  your 
presence  felt  by  "talking  in  meeting"  and  doing 
other  things  essential  in  Division  work,  but  do  try 
to  do  something  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause 


and  the  result  will  astonish  the  most  timid.  What 
is  the  object  of  the  obligation  administered  by  the 
Order  at  its  altar?  Is  it  meaningless,  is  it  simply 
a  "sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling  cymbal."  or  does  it 
represent  the  inward  desire  or  inclination  of  an 
outspoken  sentiment?  Is  it  not  a  pledge  of  honor? 
It  means,  if  we  mistake  not.  the  betterment  of  the 
obligated  by  educating  us  to  keep  from  slandering 
"and  to  live  in  love  and  charitr  with  all  Sisters.-' 
The  obligation  of  a  fraternal  order  is  no  less  bind- 
ing than  that  in  a  court  of  equity  and  law.  "To 
err  is  human:  to  forgive  divine."  He  who  forgives 
will  be  forgiven.  Let  us  then  cultivate  the  purer 
and  better  qualities  of  our  nature  and  show  our 
fraternal  charity  by  our  deeds  of  generosity  and 
fraternal  forbearance. 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  Sister  Nims  is 
convalescent  after  a  spell  of  sickness  of  about 
four  months.  We  hope  to  soon  have  her  with  us 
again.  There  is  also  another  Sister  missed  very 
much  every  meeting— Sister  Quinn— she  having 
moved  to  Jackson.  Michigan.  We  hope  to  see  her 
soon  at  the  meeting.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a 
visit  from  the  Grand  President.  Sister  Moore. 

Ah.  friends!  some  tender  wish  I  fatn  would 
voice,  some  greeting  send  to  bring  thee  greater 
cheer;  some  hope  to  breathe  to  make  thy  heart  re- 
joice, to  bid  thee  God  speed  through  the  coming 
year.  Mrs.  R.  W.  Peck. 

Lima.  Ohio. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  members  of  Division  52  have  enjoyed  their 
vacations,  but  many  absented  themselves  from  the 
Division  on  account  of  the  extreme  heat.  Now  we 
again  assemble  ourselves  with  new  zeal  and  energy 
for  the  coming  winter  months  to  do  what  we  have 
pledged  ourselves  to  do.  To  do  gojd  not  only  to 
ourselves,  but  to  the  whole  Order  we  are  con- 
nected with.  I  regret  very  much  my  removal 
from  the  city  of  Port  Jervis.as  it  compels  me  many 
times  to  be  absent  from  the  Division  room,  but 
hope  to  be  present  as  often  as  possible. 

Sister  Robinson,  of  L.  A  Division  133,  Sacra- 
mento. Cal..  visited  our  Division  a  few  weeks  ago. 
and  we  were  very  much  pleased  to  meet  her.  She 
gave  a  very  interesting  talk  about  Division  133. 
which  we  appreciated  very  much.  We  hope  you 
will  come  again.  Sister  Robinson,  as  you  are 
always  welcome:  the  same  to  all  Sisters.  We  are 
pleased  to  meet  them  all. 

Our  Grand  President  was  with  us  Monday.  Oct. 
1.  and  inspected  our  Division,  which  was  very 
much  in  need  of  the  inspection,  and  now  we  feel 
qualified  to  meet  any  who  come  our  way.  as  we 
were  helped  very  much.  We  had  an  afternoon 
session  and  a  banquet  in  the  evening  in  honor  of 
Sister  Moore,  to  which  the  Brothers  were  invited, 
and  all  had  a  very  fine  time.  It  is  our  duty  not  to 
forget  the  words  of  good  that  we  received  from 
our  G.  P.  May  we  make  use  of  them  and  resolve 
to  do  more  in  the  future  than  we  have  in  the  past. 
Sisters  Reynolds  and  Person  have  also  removed 
from  us  and  we  miss  them  very  much  as  they  were 
a  great  help  to  us.  Sister  Reynolds  was  our  musi- 
cian and  Sister  Person  our  insurance  agent.  We 
hope  to  see  their  faces  often  in  Division. 

Along  the  railroad  of  life  a  great  many  blocks 
confront  us  and  the  good  conductors  are  not  the 
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only  ones  who  meet  with  these  perplexities.  I  f  we 
are  united  in  friendship  and  truth  we  will  move 
forward  to  better  and  nobler  purposes  and  our  Di- 
vision will  continue  to  prosper. 
Port  Jems.  N.  Y.  Mrs.  G.  Givbans. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

None  of  L.  A.  Division  148  have  gone  to  the  fields 
of  ether,  bat  are  all  on  terra  firma  and  our  Auxil- 
iary has  moved  with  flying  colors  ever  since  we 
organized.  We  only  have  twenty-six  members, 
and.  though  strangers  when  we  met.  have  formed 
ties  that  will  forever  bind  us  together  in  Sisterly 
tore.  There  are  a  few  others  whom  we  hope  to 
have  in  our  Division  in  the  near  future.  We  have 
two  business  meetings  and  one  social  meeting 
each  month.  We  gave  a  ball  and  supper  July  4. 
which  was  quite  a  success  both  socially  and 
financially. 

A  few  weeks  before  the  ball  we  were  the  re- 
cipient of  a  beautiful  writing  desk,  the  gift  of  a 
somber  of  O.  R.  C.  members  of  Colorado  City  and 
Colorado  Springs.  In  August  we  were  visited  by 
Grand  President.  Sister  Moore,  and  President. 
Sister  Holebrook.  of  Division  41.  We  gave  a  re- 
ception in  their  honor,  to  which  the  O.  R.  C. 
Brothers  were  invited.  Quite  a  number  responded 
and  seemed  to  enjoy' the  event  immensely.  We 
all  regret  to  lose  Sister  Mattingly  who  resigned 
her  office  as  Secretary  and  will  leave  the  city  on 
account  of  poor  health.  Last  evening  she  was 
enticed  to  Sister  Bates'  where  most  all  the  Sisters 
and  a  goodly  number  of  the  Brothers  had  gathered 
for  the  purpose  of  surprising  her.  To  say  the 
least,  the  surprise  was  complete  and  I  am  sure  I 
never  saw  "grown  up  children"  enjoy  themselves 
more  than  on  this  occasion.  We  danced  until  the 
"wee  sma'  hours."  so  if  my  thoughts  are  some- 
what disconnected,  please  remember  that  yours 
truly  "didn't  go  home  till  morning"  and  lives  in 
hope  that  the  first  of  the  year  you  may  have  a 
correspondent  who  will  be  better  able  to  entertain 
yon.  Mrs.  Verna  Ingham. 

Colorado  City.  Colo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Looking  over  The  Conductor  and  finding  so 
many  cheerful  letters  from  our  Sister  Auxiliaries 
brings  to  my  mind  very  vividly  the  fact  that  noth- 
ing: has  been  heard  from  L.  A.  Division  109  tor  some 
little  time.  We  are  getting  along  nicely  and  have 
very  good  attendance  as  a  rule,  although  at  pres- 
ent quite  a  number  of  our  Sisters  are  off  enjoying 
the  healing  water  of  different  summer  resorts,  but 
will  soon  return  feeling  bright  and  happy  to  take 
up  the  work  in  real  earnest. 

At  our  last  meeting  we  initiated  two  new  candi- 
dates and  the  Sisters,  all^eager  to  show  their  inter- 
est in  the  new  work  and  to  extend  to  our  new 
members  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  turned  out 
better  in  number  than  usual.  We  are  not  quite 
asleep  socially  either.  On  the  3rd  of  August  was 
the  third  anniversary  of  L.  A.  Division  109  and  in 
celebration  our  president.  Mrs.  Hunter  Rutland, 
entertained  in  a  royal  manner.  Feeling  my  in- 
ability to  comment  creditably  on  the  grand  occa- 
sion. I  will  send  a  copy  of  a  clipping  from  the  pa- 
per; 

The  Rutland  home  was  on  last  Friday  evening 


the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  brilliant  social  events' 
of  the  season,  the  occasion  being  the  celebration 
of  the  third  anniversary  of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  to 
the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors. 

"Mrs.  Rutland  having  presided  over  the  lodge 
from  its  infancy,  it  seemed  most  fitting  for  her  to 
arrange  some  plan  for  its  entertainment,  and  well 
may  it  be  said,  that  no  one  could  have  excelled  her 
in  the  attempt.  An  etegant  luncheon  was  served 
in  which  there  was  every  evidence  of  the  hand 
and  eye  of  an  artist. 

"The  colors  of  the  lodge,  green,  white  and  red,  ^ 
were  used  for  decoratiou  and  the  cut  glass  and  * 
china  seemed  fairly  to  glisten  under  the  soft 
mingled  reflection. 

"A  very  unexpected  feature  of  the  evening  was 
the  presentation  of  a  handsome  Order  pin  by  the 
ladies  of  the  lodge  to  their  president.  Mrs.  Teeter, 
in  a  few  well  chosen  words,  telling  of  the  value 
and  esteem  in  which  the  president  was  held  both 
personally  and  officially. 

"It  would  be  robbing  the  violet  of  its  perfume  to 
make  mention  of  the  evening  and  leave  out  the 
names  of  the  hostess'  two  little  daughters.  Misses 
Lucile  and  Belle  Rutland,  who  assisted  in  receiv- 
ing, thereby  adding  a  charm  of  youthfulness  to 
the  otherwise  somewhat  settled  atmosphere.  The 
hour  for  partings  sped  all  too  quickly  and  each  one 
felt  that  the  souvenir,  a  white  carnation,  the  em- 
blematic flower  of  the  lodge,  immortality  would 
have  been  useless  had  it  not  been  for  its  real 
beauty  and  significance,  for  there  is  no  one  of  us 
who  would  need  a  souvenir  to  keep  the  memory  of 
such  an  evening  green." 

We  are  sorry  to  note  that  Sister  Rutland  is  very 
ill  but  hope  she  will  soon  be  well  again. 

Meridian.  Miss.  A  Member. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  would  like  to  ask  a  few  questions  through  the 
Conductor  in  regard  to  the  disabled  railway  men's 
home.  Seek  and  ye  shall  find:  ask  and  it  shall  be 
given— that  is  what  the  bible  says.  So  I  will  try 
and  seek  the  desired  information  through  The 
Conductor.  There  are  a  tew  Brothers  as  well  as 
Sisters  who  object  to  doing  anything  to  help  the 
disabled  railroad  men's  home.  They  say  anyone 
can  go  there  and  they  don't  propose  to  keep  all. 
There  are  good  and  bad  in  all  classes  or  unions 
and  in  all  kinds  of  business  and  even  in  our 
churches,  but  we  must  not  judge  lest  we  be  judged. 
I  am  surprised  to  hear  anyone  speak  of  the  home 
in  this  light  manner.  I  am  of  the  understanding 
that  no  one  is  admitted  except  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  following  Orders:  O.  R.  C.  B.  R.  T.. 
B.  L.  B.  and  B.  L.  F.  As  there  seems  to  be  a  mis- 
understanding will  some  one  kindly  give  full  de- 
tails through  The  Conductor  how  members  of  the 
home  gain  admission?  I  for  one  would  much 
rather  my  husband  would  help  to  keep  a  Brother 
at  the  home  than  to  put  his  band  in  pocket  every 
little  while  for  money  for  the  Division  to  deal  out 
to  some  disabled  Brother,  for  if  he  is  at  the  home 
he  will  have  a  good  clean  bed.  clothes,  plenty  of 
good  things  to  eat.  good  company  and  pleasant 
surroundings.  I  anxiously  await  the  desired  in- 
formation. 

While  I  am  writing  to  The  Conductor  I  will 
say  a  few  words  about  our  Auxiliary,  as  I  have  not 
seen  any  correspondence  lately.  Division  134  has 
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been  very  successful  and  has  done  a  great  deal  of 
Charity  work.  It  will  be  a  year  to  be  recorded. 
Our  noble  President.  Mrs.  Olive  Noble,  has  been 
right  at  the  head  and  has  filled  her  office  up  to  date, 
always  out  looking  after  tbe  sick  and  helping  each 
and  every  Sister  of  the  Division.  She  has  not 
Stopped  to  think  of  her  own  little  pains  and  aches. 
She  has  a  good,  faithful  horse.  "Jim."  and  I  guess 
Jim  wishes  there  was  no  Auxiliary,  for  he  has  done 
a  good  deal  of  Auxiliary  work.  Well  done  thou 
good  and  faithful  servant  Jim.  Our  Auxiliary  teas 
have  been  a  little  slow  but  we  have  them,  and 
some  good  times.  Our  President  gave  a  "mum" 
tea  at  her  home  on  September  28th  from  4  to  7  p.  m. 
Her  home  is  small  but  you  know  the  old  proverb, 
"good  things  come  in  small  parcels."  and  that  ap- 
plies to  this  case.  At  four  o'clock  the  guests  began 
to  arrive,  the  first  to  greet  the  eye  was  •mum  is 
the  word."  on  the  screen  door.  Wherever  you 
went  not  a  sound  of  a  voice  was  heard.  Do  not  say 
the  ladies  cannot  keep  silent  for  I  counted  four  in 
the  parlor  that  I  know  did  not  speak  for  two  hours. 
I  will  not  say  they  were  all  Auxiliary, iLadies. 
Some  talking  was  done  but  not  with  the  tongue. 
Some  of  the  Sisters  would  pass  for  deaf  and  dumb. 
They  could  talk  with  their  bands.  Some  of  the 
Brothers  came  that  had  to  put  sticking  plasters 
on  their  mouths  and  some  of  them  had  pencil  and 
paper.  They  must  have  thought  they  were  out 
checking  up  tonnage.  I  can  assure  you  it  was  a 
punishment  to  the  Brothers  but  as  the  clock  rang 
out  the  hour  of  six  the  guests  were  invited  to  the 
dining  room  by  Mrs.  McClary  where  rthey  were 
seated  at  tbe  long  table  at  which  Mrs.  J.  C.  Mead 
presided.  Mrs.  O.  D.  Chance  presided  at  the 
lemonade  bowl  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  McClary  presided 
at  the  four  tables  in  the  parlor.  The  tables  were 
beautifully  decorated  with  cut  flowers  and  the  dec- 
orations in  the  dining  room  and  parlor  in  red, 
white  and  green,  emblematic  of  the  Order.  Where- 
ever  the  eye  rested  the  word  "mum"  was  artistic- 
ally decorated.  The  napkins  were  yellow,  with 
three  links,  red.  white  and  green.  The  clasped 
hands  were  missing  but  that  was  given  in  person. 
The  menu  consisted  of  ice  cream,  devil's  food, 
angel  food,  layer  cake,  grapes  and  something 
called  "tangle  breeches."  The  ice  cream  was 
served  in  a  sherbet  glass  in  the  center  of  a  beauti- 
ful yellow  rose.  The  peanut  walk  was  interesting 
as  well  as  an  amusing  feature  of  the  evening.  A 
prize  was  offered  for  the  gentleman  or  lady  who 
could  walk  across  the  room  three  times  and  arrive 
at  the  starting  point  with  the  most  peanuts  on  a 
silver  knife.  Mrs.  O.  D.  Chance  was  the  lucky  one, 
arriving  at  the  destination  with  her  tonnage,  seven 
peanuts.  The  prize  was  six  sherbet  glasses  and 
tray.  Oh,  if  you  could  have  peeped  into  the 
kitchen  and  seen  Brother  Noble  handle  the  ice 
cream  spoon!  You  would  thought  him  an  old  hand 
at  it  and  up-to-date  dishing  ice  cream.  He  kept 
the  three  ladies  busy  who  were  looking  after  the 
wants  of  the  Sisters  and  Brothers.  1  think  there 
should  have  been  a  prize  for  the  one  who  ate  the 
most  ice  cream  for  it  was  the  finest  of  the  season. 
There  were  a  number  of  visiting  ladies  and  visit- 
ing gentlemen.  As  the  time  of  departure  came 
each  lady  was  given  a  yellow  rose  and  all  declared 
Sister  and  Brother  Noble  royal  entertainers  and 


hoped  they  might  soon  give  another  tea  for  we  are 
sure  of  a  good  time  when  they  entertain. 
Palestine.  Tex.  ,  McClary. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

One  day  nearly  two  years  ago.  a  company  of 
"good  men  and  true,"  assembled  in  a  public  hall 
in  Albuquerque.  New  Mexico,  and.  with  the  as- 
sistance of  several  Brothers  from  Las  Vegas, 
effected  an  organization  which  they  named  "Al- 
buquerque Division  No.  389."  They  started  out 
with  quite  a  number  of  names  on  the  roll,  and  the 
prospect  of  having,  in  the  near  future,  one  of  the 
most  active,  go-ahead  lodges  in  the  west.  What 
has  been  the  outcome  of  that  organization?  What 
has  become  of  their  correspondent?  If  the 
thoughts  of  seeing  his  name  in  print  is  so  terrify- 
ing he  dare  not  make  the  attemptC?)  is  there  not 
one  other  in  all  that  company  of  intelligent  men 
with  sufficient  courage  to  at  least  let  the  Brothers 
and  Sisters  know  their  attempt  at  an  organization 
was  not  wholly  a  failure?  Fearing  some  may  infer 
from  their  silence  that  such  has  been  the  case,  and 
that  the  organization  has  disbanded,  will  you 
allow  a  Brother's  wife  to  remind  them  of  their 
duty,  by  telling  you  Division  389  has  been  a  suc- 
cess in  every  respect? 

I  am  sure  the  fault  has  been,  not  lack  of  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  members,  but  probably  a  re- 
versal of  the  motto.  "Never  put  off  'till  tomorrow 
what  can  be  done  today,"  or,  perhaps,  the  Brothers 
have  all  fallen  into  the  habit  of  my  John.  who. 
when  I  suggest  the  necessity  of  writing  a  letter, 
invariably  replies.  "O.  you  write  lor  me,  I'm  all 
out  of  practice !"  Now.  I  understand  what  these 
same  Johns  would  think  if  our  duties  were  re- 
versed, and.  if.  after  a  long  day's  work  of  caring 
for  babies,  sewing,  washing,  baking,  putting 
up  fruit,  entertaining  a  caller  or  two.  and  the 
thousand  and  one  duties  which  it  is  a  woman's 
lot  to  perform,  we  ,  should  ask  them  to  attend 
to  our  personal  duties  in  addition,  while  we 
sat  comfortably  by.  smoking  a  cigar.  I  am  not 
complaining  or  finding  fault:  no,  indeed !  I  want 
only  to  start  the  Brothers  to  thinking,  trusting 
that  a  word  to  the  wise  will  prove  sufficient,  and 
that  next  month  we  will  find  in  the  columns  of  The 
Conductor  an  interesting  letter  from  one  of 
389.  I  am  quite  positive  all  are  anxious  to  appro- 
priate all  the  good  things  found  in, the  Fraternal 
columns,  but  does  it  not  seem  just  a  little  selfish 
not  to  be  willing  to  contribute  one's  share,  no 
matter  how  small?  Why  is  there  not  an  Auxiliary 
in  Albuquerque?  We  can  very  readily  see  from 
reading  the  letters  in  the  ladies'  columns  that  an 
Auxiliary  is  not  a  benefit  to  the  ladies  alone,  but  a 
strong  incentive  to  the  Brothers  to  be  up  and 
doing.  I  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  belong- 
ing to  an  Auxiliary  (never  having  lived  where  the 
ladies  were  organized),  but  I  am  positive  not  one 
of  the  Sisters  waits  more  anxiously  for  the  com- 
ing of  The  Conductor,  or  reads  with  more  pleas- 
the  letters  in  the  Fraternal  columns. 

Conductor  Donohue  is  back  on  his  regular  run. 
having  changed  last  month  with  Conductor  Das- 
comb,  in  order  to  have  a  longer  layover  at  home 
during  his  wife's  serious  illness.  All  who  know 
Mrs.  Donohue  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  her  recovery. 
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W.  C.  Miller,  who  has  been  in  the  Las  Vegas 
hospital  the  past  two  weeks,  is  again  on  duty. 

There  has  recently  been  a  change  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  Rio  Grande  division,  a  gentleman 
from  the  east  having  accepted  the  position  of  assist- 
ant superintendent,  vacated  by  G.  E.  Ayer.  and  as 
all  changes  are  supposed  to  be  for  the  best,  all 
look  for  a  decided  improvement.  The  new  snper- 
intendent being  an  experienced  conductor  it  is  to 
be  hoped  he  will  sympathize  with  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  the  railroad  men.  and  not  attempt 
to  drive  them  like  so  many  beasts  of  burden. 

As  this  letter  is  intended  merely  for  a  reminder 
to  some  one  of  his  duty,  I  will  make  it  brief,  and 
close  by  asking  the  Brothers  of  389  if  each  one's 
conscience  is  clear  on  the  subject  of  lodge  attend- 
ance? Remember  that  as  our  lives  are  what  we 
make  tbem.  so.  also,  are  our  Divisions  what  we 
make  them.  Let  each  one  consider  attendance  in 
Division  a  personal  duty  and  one  cannot  fail  to 
notice  the  pleasing  result.  Substitute. 
Albuquerque.  N.  Mez. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  92  has  not  been  idle,  but  your  corre- 
spondent has  been  sick,  and  consequently  not  post- 
ed on  what  was  going  on.  We  still  get  some  new 
members,  but  some  of  our  Sisters  have  dropped 
oot  and  others  are  not  interested  in  the  good  work 
as  they  should  be.  and  a  faithful  five  can't  do  it  all. 
Bnt  I  hope  when  cooler  weather  comes  and  the 
busy  days  of  the  fall  work  is  over,  that  the  Sisters 
will  all  turn  out  again  and  do  all  they  can  to  lend  a 
hand  in  this  great  work.  On  the  16th  of  July  the 
Sisters  and  Brothers  visited  your  correspondent 
in  a  storm  party  on  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of 
oar  marriage.  All  had  a  lovely  time.  It  certainly 
was  a  surprise  to  us.  and  I  will  say.  all  come  again 
and  we  will  try  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  you  the 
next  time. 

We  expect  to  have  a  social  on  our  next  meeting 
day  at  our  hall,  after  adjournment,  for  our  Sisters 
and  their  families.  We  expect  to  have  a  social 
good  time.  We  do  wish  we  could  have  some  of 
oar  Sister  lodges  come  and  have  a  good  time  with 
as.  We  would  enjoy  to  have  them  all  with  us  and 
have  a  good  time  in  general.  I  don't  suppose  that 
there  will  be  many  of  our  husbands  to  meet  with 
us,  because  they  are  never  home  long  enough  to 
eat  a  good,  square  meal  at  meal  time.  There  may 
be  a  few  of  them  lucky  enough  to  be  in  that  long, 
bnt  not  many  of  them.  Well,  I  expect  this  will  be 
my  last  letter  to  The  Conductor.  I  do  hope  our 
next  correspondent  will  do  a  great  deal  better 
than  I  have  done,  so  I  will  say  farewell  to  all.  with 
best  wishes  to  all  Divisions  and  love  to  all  our 
absent  Sisters.  Let  us  feel  it  is  a  personal  duty  of 
each  and  every  one  of  us  to  work  for  the  good  of 
the  Order.  We  expect  to  add  a  number  of  new 
members  to  our  Division  soon. 

Vilas,  Pa.  Mrs.  D.  C.  Reminger. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  been  giving  a  little  cheer  *o our  friends, 
at  the  same  time  replenishing  our  treasury,  by 
having  started  a  series  of  dancing  parties  on  the 
first  Saturday  of  the  month,  which  have  been  very 
successful.  The  second  was  given  October  6.  On 
October  25  we  had  a  grand  anniversary  ball.  The 


committee  spared  no  time  nor  expense  to  make  it 
a  complete  success.  September  12  the  Sisters 
exemplified  the  new  work  for  Sister  Plumb,  who 
was  on  her  way  to  Tucson  to  reside,  and  Sister 
McClure.  who  is  here  visiting  from  Oakland. 
After,  the  meeting  ice  cream  and  cake  were  served 
and  a  very  pleasant  social  hour  spent  with  our 
visitors. 

Division  84  has  never  been  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition  than  at  present.  We  have  four  initia- 
tions for  next  meeting  and  expect  more  soon.  The 
only  question  on  which  our  Sisters  need  arousing 
is  the  insurance.  .Why  do  they  not  take  more 
interest  in  the  matter  to  provide  for  the  dear  ones 
when  they  are  no  longer  here  to  do  so  themselves? 
I  see  the  O.  R  C.  have  set  aside  one  day  in  the 
year  for  memorial  exercises  in  honor  of  their 
dead.  I  am  going  to  suggest  through  The  Con- 
ductor that  the  Auxiliaries  do  likewise.  I  would 
like  to  hear  from  other  Sisters  on  this  subject. 
With  best  wishes  for  all.        Mrs.  H.  S.  Kinch. 

Los  Angeles.  Calif. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Do  the  Sisters  near  and  far  wish  to  review  with 
me  our  trip  alluded  to  in  last  letter?  If  so.  to  open 
our  narrative,  will  say.  that  on  account  of  our  state 
fair,  with  guests  to  entertain,  I  was  obliged  to 
omit  the  meeting  held  on  Tuesday.  Sept.  4.  hence 
lost  the  pleasure  of  voting  on  our  outing  up  among 
the  hills  of  old  New  Hampshire.  Tuesday.  Sept. 
25.  was  set  to  be  a  red  letter  day  for  Division  93, 
and  for  a  good  time  I  think  it  did  eclipse  all  former 
records.  The  early  morning  hour.  4  o'clock,  found 
us  stirring  to  catch  the  6  a.  m.  train.  Ten  wide- 
awake Sisters  boarded  the  cars  at  this  station  and 
under  the  genial  and  obliging  care  of  Brother  Con- 
ductor Eastman,  who  pointed  out  places  of  inter- 
est, we  landed  safe  in  Plymouth,  where,  after  a 
short  halt.  Brother  Hull  took  us  in  charge  and  I 
judge  he  rather  enjoyed  our  ribble-rabble.  because 
be  wore  a  smiling  face  all  the  while  and  was  also 
devoted  to  our  com  fort.  By  the  way,  compliments 
were  in  order  that  day.  Brothers. 

We  were  reinforced  at  Plymouth  with  nine  more 
Sisters  of  our  own  Division,  and  one  at  Woodstock, 
making  twenty  in  our  party.  On  alighting  at 
North  Woodstock,  we  found  our  conveyance  in 
waiting  for  our  ride  of  ten  miles  by  carriage.  At 
this  time.  9  o'clock,  we  all  declared  the  weather 
perfect,  clear  and  balmy— no  wind,  which  favored 
half  of  our  number  climbing  to  the  top  of  the  six 
horse  tally-ho.  while  the  others  filled  the  seats  in 
carriage  No.  2.  also  drawn  by  six  horses.  It  was  a 
jolly  crew  indeed,  and  to  say  we  fully  appreciated 
the  day  and  grandeur  of  the  ever  changing  pana- 
rama  in  this  mountain  region,  goes  without  saying. 
As  we  ascended,  the  air  was  bracing  and  sharpen- 
ing our  appetites  for  dinner,  which  was  ordered  at 
the  Flume  House  to  be  ready  on  our  return  back, 
as  we  now  had  five  miles  farther  on  to  the  Profile 
House.  After  exchanging  greetings  with  guests, 
we  passed  on  to  yet  greater  heiehts  and  more 
wondrous  scenes,  one  of  which  was  the  basin 
through  which  the  Pemmigswasset  finds  its  way, 
murmuring  its  peaceful  lullabye:  an  exclamation 
from  one  turned  our  attention  at  once  to  the  Old 
Man  of  the  Mountain,  with  no  clouds  on  his  brow 
He  looked  out  in  bold  relief  as  a  sentinel  placed 
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there  by  nature's  God.  the  impress  of  which  can 
pever  be  erased  from  one's  memory,  but  I  won't 
dwell  on  these  masterpieces  of  nature  only  to  inter 
est.  as  we  were  being.  Profile  Lake  is  here  also, 
while  a  little  farther  on  is  Echo  Lake  and  Profile 
House.  But  time  is  limited,  so  we  turn  back  for- 
dinner.  which  not  being  quite  ready,  we  hurry  to 

-  visit  the  Plume,  which,  in  sublimity,  cannot  be 
described.  Dinner  over  our  drivers  hastened  us 

;  hack  to  train  without  a  mishap,  for  which,  if  not 
too  late,  we  extend  our  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
knights  of  the  reins.  We  were  at  once  speeding 
over  the  rails,  arriving  home  at  6  p.  m.  Now.  don't 
you  think  that  we  got  all  the  good  out  of  that  day 
that  could  be  had  from  6  to  6?  Those  who  could 
not  go  missed  a  rare  treat,  although  it  was  new  to 
only  a  few. 

The  next  in  order  is  a  sociable  on  the  eve  of  next 
meeting.  We  are  invited  to  Sister  Cole's.  We 
should  get  together  and  organize  for  some  good 
work  for  these  winter  months.  We  have  our  un- 
fortunates, who.  perhaps,  are  in  need  of  sewing  to 
be  done.  How  easily  we  might  help  over  the  hard 
spots  in  life  which  come  to  every  one. 

As  our  trip  was  mostly  up  grade  we  felt  we 
needed  more  (Cole)  on  to  give  (Head)  way  to  our 
conveyance.  Our  towering  (Maston)  tally-ho  car- 
ried our  prevailing  signal  (White)  on  which  we 
very  much  relied  and  felt  our  safety  de- 
pended. We  apprehended  no  intrusion,  however, 
from  (Dearborn)  in  that  vicinity,  yet  we  realized 
(Howe)  unprotected,  even  by  the  (Knight)  of  the 
reins,  but  fortunately  we  had  (Carriers)  aboard 
who  were  ready  for  any  emergency  which  might 
arise,  then  we  ( Wood  bury)  all  fear  of  danger  and 
turn  our  thoughts  to  (Hoyt)  coffee  and  spring 
Lamb  with  (Brown)  sauce  in  waiting  for  us.  I  also 
observed  our  run  up  the  Flume  did  not  prove  us 
all  (Walkers)  but  we  got  there  just  the  same.  (I 
hope  the  editor  will  accept  and  insert  with  lenity 
this  contribution.)  M  as.  L.  C.  Flanders. 

Concord.  Mass. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  chronicler  of  events!of!Division  44  has  been 
aroused  from  somnolence  to  a  sense  of  dnty  by  a 
realization  of  the  approaching  decapitation  and 
few  remaining  opportunities  for  entering  the 
"home  stretch."  It  .is!  with  complacency  we  look 
back  over  the  declining!  year,  which  has  been  a 
prosperous  one.  and  review  the  results  effectuated 
by  each  attempt  Jto  promote  the  cause  for  which 
we  are  in  existence.  The  fact  that  the  enlistment 
upon  our  sick  roll  hasibeendgreater  during  this 
than  any  preceding  year,  has  been  a  source  of 
deep  regret,  but  one.;through  which  charity  has 
been  truly  manifested.  Sister  Beam,  well  known 
to  many  of  the  readers  of^THE  Conductor,  has 
long  been  a  victimiof  suffering,  despite  the  employ- 
ment of  all  available  means  of  relief.  A  western 
trip  was  advised,  from  which  Sister  Beam  has  but 
recently  returned  with' no  apparent  benefits  de- 
rived. The  sympathy  of  the, Division  goes  out  to 
our  afflicted  Sister  and  the  ardent  hope  of  a  speedy 
restoration  to  health.  Brother  and  Sister  Gibson 
have  been  under  the  physician's  care  for  many 
weeks,  but  from  most  'recent  intelligence  we  are 
pleased  to  state  both  are  improving.  Sister  Lock- 


ard.  who  guards  our  doors,  has.  through  the  cause 
of  sickness,  been  absent  for  several  meetings. 
We  hope  she  may  soon  be  able  to  assume  her  usual 
position.  Considering  tne  necessity  of  the  absence 
of  a  large  number,  together  with  the  extreme  beat 
of  the  summer  montas,  our  attendance  has  been 
unusually  good.  Enthused  by  a  desire  to  increase 
our  membership,  our  Sister  President  announced 
her  intentions  of  awarding  a  prize  to  the  Sister 
presenting  the  first  petition  for  membership,  also 
to  the  Sister  presenting  the  greatest  number  dur- 
ing the  year.  Sister  Morey  meriting  the  first 
prize,  received  a  handsome  pin  cushion,  and  no 
doubt  the  entire  membership  is  striving  for  the 
victory  in  the  latter  contest. 

The  coming  of  the  cooler  weather  has  produced 
the  resumption  of  the  customary  card  parties,  the 
first  being  given  through  the  kindness  of  Sister 
Whitaker  at  her  home  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  27. 
As  usual,  her  spacious  rooms  were  filled  to  their 
utmost  capacity,  and.  needless  to  say.  all  returned 
home  declaring  an  enjoyable  evening  had  been 
spent.  Sister  Stagg  manifested  her  hospitality  by 
kindly  entertaining  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  23.  witb 
the  usual  success.  These  parties  are  becoming 
very  popular,  which  consist  principally  of  mem- 
bers of  the  L.  A.  and  O.  R.  C,  aad  always  being 
assured  of  a  pleasant  time,  but  a  few  days  is  re. 
quired  after  the  announcement  to  fill  any  ordinary 
sized  home.  To  our  foreign  members,  we  would 
be  pleased  to  extend  a  hearty  hand  clasp,  and 
although  distance  prevents  your  participations  in 
the  meetings,  we  are  reminded  of  you  often  and 
regret  of  never  hearing  your  response  to  roll  call.  - 

Detroit,  Mich.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hitchcock. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Misfortunes  never  come  singly.  I  have  had  my 
share  in  the  past  three  years,  my  husband  being 
afflicted  with  a  cancer.  He  was  a  patient  sufferer 
until  death  relieved  him.  although  it  broke  up  our 
family  circle.  He  was  so  devoted  to  his  home  and 
family,  but  the  Lord  doeth  all  things  well,  may  we 
all  meet  in  a  better  world  never  to  part  again.  I 
also  lost  my  dear  mother  April  4,  although  I  will 
have  to  be  reconciled  and  hope  for  brighter  days 
to  come.  I  also  have  sickness  at  the  present  time. 
Oh.  dear  Sisters.  I  hope  you  may  not  have  the 
trials  and  tribulations  I  have  bad.  I  have  been 
unable  to  attend  meetings  regularly,  something  I 
never  neglected,  but  I  hope  I  may  be  of  more 
benefit  next  year.  I  love  to  attend  meetings, 
something  every  Sister  ought  to  be  interested  in 
and  take  an  active  part.  Don't  depend  on  only 
enough  to  fill  the  chairs,  every  member  should 
attend  unless  sickness  or  death  prevents.  I  hope 
we  will  have  a  better  attendance.  The  fall  is  here 
and  there  will  be  no  excuse  aslthe  weather  will  be 
pleasant  and  fruit  canning  is  through  with,  so  all 
come  to  meetings. 

L.  A.  Division  19  is  not  increasing  in  member- 
ship as  it  should,  having  only  taken  in  one  mem- 
ber. I  hope  there  will  be  many  more  to  follow.  [ 
am  sure  we  would  like  very  much  to  use  our  ban- 
.  ner  often  in  initiation.  I  hope  the  Brothers  will 
urge  their  wives  to  become  members  of  so  good 
an  organization. 

Sister  Baker  what  has  become  of  you?  I  hope 
you  are  still  among  the  living.  Don't  forget  that 
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yon  are  a  member  of  Auxiliary  19,  and  also  put  in  an 
appearance  occasionally  and  let  us  feel  that  you 
have  not  forgotten  as  entirely:  also  Sisters  Arm- 
strong. Harris.  Dickson.  Toughey,  Bache  and 
Kennedy.  Sisters,  don't  lay  off  any  longer,  but 
come  to  your  meetings  and  help  to  make  them  in- 
teresting. Si  iter  Hitesmaa  has  returned  from  an 
extended  visit  in  the  west  and  I  hope  she  will  not 
forget  that  she  is  also  a  member  of  Maine  Division. 
And  Sister  Hall,  you  have  been  absent  for  quite  a 
while:  don't  forget  your  meeting  days,  they  have 
not  been  changed.  Brother  Williams  is  rejoicing 
over  the  arrival  of  a  bright  baby  girl  which  our 
worthy  President  presented  to  him.  Brother 
Williams,  don't  forget  your  lunch  basket  when  you 
go  out  because  it  is  the  first  girl  baby— you  don't 
want  all  "railroaders."  Brother  Bache  is  on  the 
sick  list.  Brother  Grady  has  also  been  seriously 
ill  with  typhoid,  but  is  reported  better.  I  hope 
they  may  have  a  speedy  recovery.  Brother 
Schaffer  is  out  of  town  and  thinks  of  changing  his 
residence.  1  hope  such  will  not  be  the  case,  as  we 
could  not  afford  to  lose  our  Secretary.  Sister 
Schaffer  has  made  an  excellent  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  and  is  always  at  her  post  of  duty. 

Sisters,  you  will  have  to  wake  up:  our  socials 
have  been  few  and  far  between.  Our  sister  Divis- 
ions will  think  we  are  taking  a  Rip  Van- Winkle 
sleep.  We  will  have  to  ke»p  up  with  them,  for  we 
don't  want  to  take  a  back  seat.  We  will  try  to 
keep  up  with  the  times.  The  year  of  1900  will  soon 
be  over:  I  hope  the  coming  year  will  bring  all 
Divisions  much  happiness  and  prosperity. 
Chillicothe.  Mo.  Mrs.  Mary  Johnson. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  134  is  still  alive  and  the  Sisters  are  all 
going  for  the  correspondent  for  not  writing. 
On  the  day  of  the  great  storm  at  Galveston  Auxili- 
ary 134  was  preparing  for  a  good  time  that  night. 
Who  said  it  never  rained  in  Texas?  That  day  it 
poured  down  in  torrents  and  kept  it  up  for  several 
days.  Whenever  Texas  needs  rait  please  let 
Auxiliary  134  know  and  they  will  bring  it  every 
time.  We  have  never  known  it  to  fail  when  we 
have  wanted  to  have  a  fine  time.  There  is  some- 
thing in  the  Texas  atmosphere  that  gets  onto  our 
game,  no  matter  how  quietly  we  go  about  it.  The 
time  we  organized  it  not  only  rained  one  day.  but 
poured  down  the  whole  four  days.  At  the  banquet, 
well  it  could  not  rain  harder  than  that  night.  The 
morning  we  left  Palestine  for  Ft.  Worth  to  attend 
the  school  of  instruction  it  rained.  The  day  we 
vent  to  Houston  to  h-lp  reorganize  their  Auxili- 
ary it  rained  and  rained  while  we  were  there.  And 
on  the  night  of  September  8th  we  gave  Brother 
Corbett  a  little  banquet,  it  rained.  Now  we  have 
made  up  our  minds  that  Auxiliary  No.  134  is  the 
Texas  rain  maker.  Now.  Texas,  hereafter  when 
yon  m-ed  rain,  call  on  Auxiliary  134  to  give  a  ban- 
quet or  go  somewhere— you  will  sure  have  rain. 
So  many  cloudy  days  put  me  in  mind  of  a  little 
verse. 

It's  a  sad  old  world  when  the  sun  don't  shine,  but 
there  ain't  no  use  repinfn':  there's  still  a  spot 
where  the  roses  twine  an'  love  when  the  sun  ain't 
thinin'.  An'  the  winds  may  blow,  an'  the  frost  may 
kill— it's  the  best  old  world  in  the  country  still:  it's 
a  cold,  cold  world  when  the  silver's  gone,  but  there 


ain't  no  use  bewailin'.  The  seas  run  high,  but  the 
ships  sail  on.  an'  the  sailor  sings  when  sailin':  an' 
the  winds  may  blow  an'  the  lightnin'  kill— it's  the 
best  old  world  in  the  country  still. 

So  Auxiliary  134  still  shines  on  and  we  would  not 
change  our  day  for  all  the  rain  that  the  heavens 
send  forth.  We  have  nothing  to  repent:  our  love 
grows  stronger  as  our  work  goes  on.  So  far  we 
have  lost  no  interest  in  our  work.  We  have  had 
no  initiations  so  far  this  year  but  each  Sister  has 
taken  interest  to  meet  each  Tuesday,  rain  or 
shine.  Our  glee  runs  high,  and  our  work  sails  on. 
and  we  sing  our  song  as  we  satl  along.  And  the 
winds  may  blow  and  rain  come  at  will,  we  are  the 
bravest  Division  in  the  country  still. 
.  On  April  7th  we  celebrated  our  first  anniversary. 
There  again  we  sailed  high— our  colors  flying 
through  the  hall.  In  spite  of  the  ha'd  rain  and 
down-pour  our  hall  was  full  and  overflowing  with 
Brothers.  Sisters  and  their  families  and  our  in- 
vited guests.  Our  committee  did  their  work  well: 
no  one  could  find  any  fault  with  what  they  did. 
Assistant  Manager  G.S.  Noble  had  his  graphopbone 
which  furnished  music  and  was  pleasing  and  en- 
joyed by  all.  Our  musical  program  was  good. 
Speaking  by  different  Brothers  and  Sisters  helped 
to  pass  the  evening.  The  refreshments  were 
grand.  Our  tables  looked  beautiful.  After  re- 
freshments the  floor  was  cleared  and  dancing  com- 
menced but  finally  ended  in  what  is  called  the 
cake  walk,  Sister  Anderson  and  Hal  Noble  winning 
the  cake.  By  the  way.  Hal  Noble  got  married  this 
week.  No  more' cake  walking  for  nim.  Chalk  line. 
Hal!  Chalk  line!  You  have  the  (sympathy)  best 
wishes  and  a  hard  rain  of  rice  from  Division  13t. 

September  8th  the  Brothers  met  in  their  ball 
with  Brother  Corbett.  Of  course  we  did  not  want 
to  know  what  was  going  on,  but.  curiosity  got  the 
better  of  the  Sisters  and  later  on  in  the  evening 
they  thought  it  was  about  time  for  the  Brothers  to 
get  hungry  and  thirsty.  The  Palestine  water  has 
the  right  color  but  no  tone,  so  they  knocked  at  the 
door  for  admittance— and  just  think!— the  Brothers 
•did  not  want  to  admit  us  until  we  agreed  to  give 
them  our  password,  which  was.  of  course,  "some- 
thing good  to  eat."  The  Brothers  then  finished  up 
their  business  in  short  order  as  there  being  no  "ton- 
nasre"  until  the  Sisters  entered  then  we  were 
obliged  to  "double"  and  use  "double  header."  The 
"switch  engine"  met  the  Sisters  and  helped  us  into 
the  station  where  we  registered,  turned  in  our  re- 
ports, and  then  the  fun  commenced.  'Tis  of  no 
use  to  tell  you  what  a  time  we  had  for  the  general 
opinion  from  all  is  that  the  O.  R.  C.  and  their  wives 
when  they  meet  together  have  good  times. 

We  are  glad  t  know  that  Brother  Branch  is  at 
the  front  once  more,  also  Brother  Hewett.  who 
has  been  suffering  from  rheumatism.  Well,  in 
fact.  I  believe  all  the  Brothers  have  been  sick  over 
the  word  tonnage.  Brothers  Curlin,  Breeding  and 
Cooper  and  their  families  have  moved  from  our 
midst.  Good  Sisters,  we  miss  you  very  much.  We 
hope  you  will  enjoy  your  new  homes  and  when  you 
get  rested  from  your  journey  please  institute  an 
Auxiliary  and  let  Division  134  come  and  help  you 
along.  Brother  and  Sister  Curlin  have  a  sweet 
little  daughter  to  brighten  their  home.  Division 
134  have  been  doing  a  great  deal  of  charity  work 
this  summer  and  we  were  the  first  to  respond  to 
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poor  old  Galveston  and  her  sufferers.  'Tis  of  no 
use  to  say  anything;  about  the  great  storm  of  Gal- 
veston because  it  cannot  be  compared  with  any- 
thing: that  has  ever  happened  where  thousands  and 
thousands  of  lives  have  been  lost  and  the  half  will 
never  be  told.  At  the  present  day  bodies  are  be- 
ins  found  and  burned.  One  often  thinks  of  the  old 
song:,  "Isn't  God  upon  the  water  just  the  same  as 
on  the  land?  And  thus  they  sat  in  darkness,  each 
one  busy  with  their  prayers.  'We  are  lost,'  was 
what  they  shouted,  as  they  staggered  down  the 
stairs,  but  his  little  daughter  whispered,  as  she 
took  his  icy  hand,  'isn't  God  upon  the  water,  just 
the  same  as  on  the  land?'  " 

On  account  of  so  much  sickness  among  us  all  it 
has  been  very  trying  to  get  up  courage  enough  to 
write.  Sister  McClary.  I  believe  was  the  last 
victim  to  the  danger  lever.  She  is  able  to  do  the 
talking  act  and  now  we  know  she  is  all  right. 

Palestine.  Texas.  Mas.  P.  A.  Noble. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  our  last  meeting  we  had  a  very  good  attend- 
ance and  a  lot  of  smiling  faces,  -which  puts  me  in 
the  humor  of  writing  again.  In  behalf  of  Divi- 
sion 48  we  are  still  increasing  our  membership, 
The  influence  of  our  Order  is  felt  all  over  the 
country.  Some  may  ask.  "why  so?"  Because  it  is 
composed  of  the  best  people  of  the  whole  land, 
whose  intelligence  and  good  principles,  and  best 
of  all.  true  charity,  is  characteristic  of  them.  Its 
people  cannot  be  excelled!  Did  you  ever  notice 
at  the  opening  of  a  national  campaign  the  con- 
fessed love,  admiration  and  consideration  the  poli- 
tical parasite  has  for  the  laboring  masses?  It. 
makes  one  weary.  The  same  old  chestnut-after 
it  is  all  over,  don't  know  them  any  more.  While 
guided  by  the  grandest  principles  that  have  ever 
been  strickep  off  by  human  pen.  while  thinking  of 
the  words  of  wisdom  from  those  who  have  drunk 
in  the  beauties  of  our  Order,  as  they  present  ideas 
in  harmony  with  the  human  soul,  while  hearing 
the  brawl  of  politicians  and  their  opinions,  a  dec- 
laration is  heard  echoing  from  the  very  center  of  • 
the  universe  affirming  that  the  world  is  converg- 
ing and  uniting  for  the  support  of  grand  brother- 
hood and  sisterhood.  But  the  picture  becomes 
dark  to  him  who  is  a  member  of  our  Order  merely 
for  what  they  can  get  out  of  it.  Let  us  hold  aloft 
a  fraternal  banner,  on  which  inspiring  deeds  of 
charity  are  wreathed  in  letters  of  imperishable 
substance  and  infused  into  the  consciousness  of 
every  man  and  woman  of  our  Order. 

Sister  Gulden,  I  read  your  letter  with  pleasure. 

I  know  you  had  a  jolly  time  out  on  the  road  with 
your  husband.  I  am  glad  you  enjoy  the  Chatta- 
nooga letters.  I  know  it  is  sweet  to  hear  from 
home,  if  only  to  see  the  name  ot  the  town  or  city 
in  print.  Sister  Gorman,  our  insurance  agent,  is 
the  right  one  in  the  right  place.  If  all  the  agents 
of  the  Auxiliary  would  work  as  hard  as  Sister  Gor- 
man we  would  get  the  insurance  up  to  $1,000  soon, 
and  make  it  the  great  feature  of  our  Order.  Sis- 
ters, put  forth  every  effort  to  increase  it.  It  is  our 
duty  and  should  be  our  pleasure.  If  we  knew  what 
hearts  were  aching  for  the  comfort  we  might 
bring:  if  we  kntw  what  souls  are  yearning  for  the 
sunshine  we  might  fling:  if  we  knew  what  feet 
are  weary,  walking  pathways  roughly  laid,  we 


would  quickly  hasten  forward,  stretching  forth  our 
hands  to  aid.  If  we  knew  what  friend  around  us 
feels  a  want  they  never  tell,  that  some  word  that 
we  have  spoken  pained  or  wounded  where  it  fell, 
we  would  speak  in  accents  tender  to  each  friend 
we  chanced  to  meet:  we  would  give  to  each  one 
freely  smiles  of  help  and  sympathy  so  sweet. 
Chattanooga.  Tenn.  Louise  Oliver. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

This  beautiful  day  in  October  all  nature  is 
clothed  in  autumn  foliage.  With  new  energy  does 
our  Division  take  hold  of  the  great  work  that  lies 
before  us.  We  have  a  number  of  applications  out, 
and  we  have  had  regular  meetings  and  good  at- 
tendance. We  never  fail  in  those  points,  and  in 
those  two  is  based  the  success  of  every  organiza- 
tion, and  are  the  surest  proofs  of  good  will  and 
peace  among  us.  And  to  all  luke-warm  members 
who  feel  it  of  little  importance  whether  they 
attend  meetings  or  not,  I  would  say:  Let  every 
noble-minded  woman  study  her  obligations,  pre- 
cepts andaims  of  our  Order.  Go  to  Division  meet- 
ings with  those  thoughts  before  speaking  the  best 
dictates  of  her  conscience  when  she  thinks  neces- 
sary to  do  so.  and  invariably  she  will  feel  a  satis- 
faction in  herself  and  in  others.  And  unless  she 
be  very  domineering  she  will  find  she  has  learned 
something  of  benefit  to  herself. 

To  me  some  of  our  Sisters  have  most  beautiful 
ideas,  although  each  may  have  a  different  way  of 
expressing  herself,  and  in  the  broad  field  of  debate 
we  sometimes  enter  one  can  gain  much  knowledge.  ' 
They  are  like  unto  the  old  time  lyceums  we  at- 
tended years  ago,  in  the  little  red  school  house. 
With  what  energy  .we  expressed  our  views  as  the 
debate  waxed  warm.  How  the  victory  for  a 
minute  seemed  lost,  then  our  spirits  reviving  we 
could  claim  it  at  last,  and  closing  the  meeting: 
would  sing  "Home,  Sweet  Home,"  or  "My 
Country."  All  was  forgotten  and  we  joined  in 
happy  laughter  as  we  homeward  strayed.  Now, 
can't  the  woman  of  today  do  as  the  school-girl  of 
the  red  school  house  did?  In  the  Division  room  be 
strong  in  your  good  intention  and  opinion. 
Although  you  may  not  win  matters  alike,  do  not 
cherish  resentment,  but  let  it  be  forgotten  outside, 
and  on  your  way  home  talk  of  "what  you  are  going; 
to  have  for  supper." 

In  my  last  letter  I  didn't  thank  the  Brothers  of 
Division  7  for  their  thoughtful  and  generous  dona- 
tion to  us— the  proceeds "  of  their  Easter  ball 
Though  late  to  thank  you.  goes  to  show  that  time 
does  not  make  us  forget  your  kindness.  In  June 
our  Grand  President  was  with  us  for  inspection, 
and  our  reception  given  in  the  evening,  was  a 
very  pleasant  affair.  Many  Sisters  from  other 
Divisions  were  with  us  and  we  hope  they  can  say 
the  same. 

On  August  6th  we  held  our  annual  picnic  to  the 
railroad  men's  home.  We  most  earnestly  thank 
Mr.  Gardner  of  the  N.- W.  road,  who  so  kindly  each 
year  has  furnished  us  with  special  cars  and  trans- 
portation to  and  from  the  Home.  Our  Culture 
Club  which  consists  of  members  of  the  Division, 
is  flourishing,  and  is  the  source  of  much  literary 
improvement.  The  "spirits"  and  the  conductors 
and  their  wives  gave  a  "Hallowe'en"  social  Oct. 
31  at  Sister  Smith's.  Our  goat  has  had  a  fine  sum- 
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mer  vacation,  bat  Sister  Kirkhart  has  led  him  in 
by  a  chain,  and  we  have  mahy  candidates  waiting 
for  him.  And  now  we  are  working  for  a  grand  bal- 
to  be  given  some  time  next  month. 
Chicago.  111.  Mas.  P.  M.  Glbnnon. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

My  term  of  office  nearing  its  close.  I  would  say 
to  the  readers  of  The  Conductor  that  our  Divis- 
ion still  exists  and  is  here.  I  hope,  to  stay.  Our 
meetings  have  been  well  attended  and  much 
enjoyed.  Some,  less  fortunate  than  others,  have 
been  deprived  the  pleasnre  of  attendance  by  sick- 
ness in  their  families.  The  writer  among  that 
number  having  been  kept  informed  from  time  to 
time  as  to  proceedings  and  cheered  by  the  visits 
of  kind  Sisters  who  are  ever  ready  to  administer 
to  my  wants,  has.  in  a  measure,  dispelled  the  dis- 
appointment. Death  and  the  broad  Atlantic  have 
separated  me  from  all  earthly  kin.  yet  I  feel  I  have 
true  sympathetic  Sisters  in  my  midst. 

Our  socials  were  abandoned  during  the  heated 
term,  though  the  social  interest  will  soon  spring  up 
anew,  as  the  weather  is  all  that  one  could  ask  to 
liven  up  our  inactivity.  In  the  recent  calamity 
which  befell  our  coast  cities,  many  homes  and 
hearts  were  made  desolate,  and  to  them  our  hearts 
go  ont  in  sympathy.  Truly  it  may  be  said  one 
touch  of  nature  makes  the  world  akin,  for  how 
quickly  responses  come  from  all  parts  of  this  vast 
country.  Am  pleased,  however,  to  say  that  not 
one  of  our  little  band  of  Sisters  were  among  those 
who  perished.  Sister  Alexandra,  of  Division  134. 
was  visiting  in  Kansas,  having  left  her  husband  at 
his  post  of  duty.  We  can  well  realize  her  bitter 
anguish  when  the  dreadful  news  was  flashed  over 
the  country.  "Galveston  still  cut  off  from  all  com- 
munication from  the  outer  world,"  as  to  the  safety 


of  her  husband.  Brother  Alexandra.  Her  prayers 
were  heard  and  answered;  he  was  saved.  Their 
belongings  were  lost,  but  how  small  in  comparison 
to  his  life! 

We  expect  to  enroll  under  the  banner  of  charity, 
truth  and  friendship,  every  conductor's  wife  who 
is  eligible  to  membership.  As  a  class  we  have  so 
much  in  common  with  each  other,  deprived  as  we 
are  of  the  companionship  of  the  bread  winner,  we 
can  well  afford  to  be  banded  together  to  assist 
each  other.  Life  is  short:  nor  should  we  miss  this 
golden  opportunity  as  the  season  advances  to  form 
new  resolutions.  Let  us  try  to  bring  into  the  fold 
all  who  may,  perhaps,  need  the  encouragement  of 
good  true  friends  To  the  correspondents  of  the 
different  Divisions.  I  will  say  that  your  letters 
have  been  a  source  of  encouragement  in  our  work 
and  have  been  read  and  digested  with  great  inter- 
est. Your  encouragement  and  progress  has  been 
ours.  for.  as  that  old  and  true  saying,  "laugh,  and 
the  world  laughs  with  you:  weep,  and  you  weep 
alone,"  so  remember  that  when  you  take  up  your 
pen  to  write  The  Conductor. 

Similiarity  of  ideas.  Sister  OUiver.  no  doubt  was 
the  cause  you  refer  to.  Have  been  pleased  to  have 
Sisters  Smith,  of  Division  28.  and  Langridge,  of 
St.  Joe.  with  us  recently.  Come  again.  Sisters, 
your  presence  was  very  much  enjoyed. 

By  the  time  this  article  appears  in  print  my 
term  of  office  will  have  expired.  I  will  have  step- 
ped down  and  out.  Hope  my  successor  will  as 
fully  appreciate  the  honor  conferred  and  will  be 
more  zealous  fulfilling  the  duties  required.  I  ex- 
tend a  cordial  Christmas  greeting  to  all.  Would 
that  I  could  send  a  ray  of  warm  sunshine  and  good 
cheer  to  every  conductor's  home  in  the  land  that 
would  be  in  keeping  with  our  beautiful  Sunny 
South  land.  Mrs.  T.  I.  Watbss. 

Houston,  Texas. 


J0  J0  J0 


DRAWN  TOGETHER. 

Press  me  closer,  all  my  own ;  Thou  dost  reign  upon  my  breast. 
Warms  my  heart  for  thee  alone.  Closer  still,  for  I  am  thine : 
Every  nerve  responsive  thrills :  Burns  my  heart,  for  thou  art  mine. 
Each  caress  my  being  fills.  Thou  the  message.  I  the  wire- 
Rest  and  peace  in  vain  I  crave ;  I  the  furnace,  thou  the  fire- 
In  ecstacy  I  live  thy  slave.  I  the  servant,  thou  the  master- 
Dower 'd  with  hope,  with  promise  blest  Roaring,  red-hot  mustard  plaster. 

—Iowa  Knights  Review. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  notice  in  the  Fraternal  columns  of  The  Con- 
ductor a  great  amount  of  discussion  pro  and  con. 
relative  to  seniority  and  to  the  subject  of  our  mem- 
bers securing  situations  as  conductors.  In  regard 
to  seniority,  we  fought  for  the  abolition  of  it  and 
were  aided  and  abetted  by  all  the  officials  of  the 
leading  railway  lines  in  the  country,  as  it  was  to 
their  interest  to  be  able  to  promote  without  incur- 
ring any  trouble  the  best  men  in  their  employ.  It 
sometimes  strikes  us.  when  it  comes  to  higher 
promotions,  we  will  have  to  submit  with  the  best 
grace  possible,  for  it  was  of  our  own  doing.  In  re- 
gard to  securing  situations  the  only  thing  for  our 
members  to  do  is  to  keep  themselves  posted  on  all 
railroad  matters  and  so  be  strictly  up-to-date  as  to 
air-brake,  the  proper  handling  of  trains,  the  hand- 
ling of  men.  a  thorough  knowledge  of  standard 
rules  and  a  general  knowledge  of  the  geography 
of  the  country.  All  of  this  can  be  done  without 
any  great  loss  of  time  or  sleep,  and  while  still  fol- 
lowing their  profession  as  a  conductor,  for  it  is  a 
profession  more  than  a  trade.  Then,  when  taking 
an  examination  such  as  most  roads  are  beginning 
to  require,  they  will  show  that  they  have  not  only 
learned  to  run  a  train,  but  have  sought  to  educate 
themselves  to  handle  the  business  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  their  employers.  In  this  way  we  can 
raise  the  standard  of  our  members  and  make  them 
sought  after  as  conductors. 

One  of  our  members,  W.  A.  Brown,  was  over- 
come with  the  heat  while  on  his  run  on  the  T.  P.  & 
W.  the  first  of  September,  and  has  not  been  able 
to  go  to  work  yet.  but  he  is  improving  fast  and  all 
hope  he  will  soon  be  on  his  run  again,  as  he  is  pop- 
ular with  the  traveling  public  and  has  been  in  the 
passenger  service  for  a  number  of  years.  Your 
correspondent  has  not  been  able  to  attend  Division 
for  some  time  and  cannot  tell  you  much  of  Divi- 
sion news,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  so  long  as  W. 
W.  D  mley  is  Chief  Conductor  and  J.  R.  Nelson 
Secretary,  the  best  interests  of  the  Order  are 
looked  after.  Big  Fellow. 

Peoria.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Connuctor: 

Permit  me  to  preach  a  short  sermon  from  the 
scriptural  epitaph  of  Abraham. 

"Then  Abraham  gave  up  the  ghost  and  died  in  a 
good  old  age  and  full  of  years,  and  was  ga.hered 
unto  his  people." 

"This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  epitaphs  ever 


written  for  any  man.  One  beauty  of  it  is  that  it  is 
true.  Not  all  epitaphs  are  true.  Length  of  days 
by  the  scriptural  writers  is  considered  a  blessing. 
Death  in  early  or  middle  life  was  considered  a 
mark  of  divine  displeasure  and  came  in  the  form 
of  a  penalty  for  sin.  The  hoary  head  was  counted 
a  crown  of  glory  if  found  in  the  way  of  righteous- 
ness. One  of  the  laws  of  God  was:  Thou  shalt 
rise  up  before  the  hoary  head  and  honor  the  face 
of  the  old  man."  A  man  of  proper  instincts  and 
training  will  always  maintain  a  respect  and  rever- 
ence for  the  aged,  and  especially  for  the  good  man 
who  is  old.  The  aged  are  entitled  to  our  sympa- 
thies and  attentions.  They  are  standing  on  the 
border  land  and  must  soon  pass  beyond.  You  may 
soon  stand  where  they  now  stand  and  desire  that 
others  shall  show  you  the  same  respect  and  kind- 
ness. There  are  two  kinds  of  old  age.  One  is  to 
be  dreaded,  because  it  is  joyless  and  Godless.  One 
of  the  most  pitiful  sights  in  the  world  is  a  wicked 
old  man  or  woman— that  is  one  who  has  no  regard 
for  God  or  man.  An  oath  on  the  lips  of  anyone  is 
bad  enough,  but  on  the  lips  of  an  old  man  makes 
you  shudder. 

"But  there  is  an  old  age  that  is  beautiful  and 
good,  and  to  be  desired  by  all  of  you.  For  there  is 
a  glory  of  childhood  and  youth,  but  there  is  also  a 
glory  in  old  age.  There  is  beauty  in  the  sunrise, 
but  there  is  a  greater  glory  in  a  beautiful  sun- 
set." 

Brother  Robinson.  Burlington,  la.,  says  he  fully 
agrees  with  me  about  the  cross  and  the  flag,  and 
then  goes  on  to  argue  that  the  flag  is  responsible 
for  the  sale  of  liquor  wherever  it  floats.  I  must 
protest  against  these  slurs  of  our  brave  soldiers 
and  the  flag  under  which  they  patriotically  serve 
their  country. 

I  will  refer  you  to  a  text  of  Paul.  Phil  126;  "Let 
your  conversation  (life  citizenship)  be  asbecometh 
the  gospel  of  Christ." 

"This  admonition  of  Paul  was  as  though  he  said, 
'you  pride  yourself  on  your  citizenship,  now  be 
christian  citizens:  be  true  to  your  trust..'  The 
Greek  word  he  used  is  one  from  which  came  our 
English  words  police,  politics,  politicians.  Paul 
exhorted  christians  to  be  christian  politicians  not 
back  biters  and  slanderers.  If  Christians  abjure 
politics  it  necessarily  follows  that  politics  becomes 
non-christian.  perhaps  anti-christian.  If  honest 
men  let  politics  alone  government  passes  into  dis- 
honest hands.  Government  is  good  or  bad  accord- 
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ing  to  the  participation  in  it  of  men  who  are  good 
or  bad. 

"It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  every  christian  to 
make  bis  government  the  best  possible.  That 
means  that  in  his  life  as  a  citizen  he  mast  be  a 
politician:  he  most  know  and  practice  the  science 
of  government.    Some  must  do  this  more  than 
others,  but  all  must  do  it  some.    I  abhor  the  idea 
that  because  a  man  professes  to  be  a  christian  he 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  this  world  and 
lets  the  devil  ran  it  to  suit  himself.    Why  are  you 
here,  and  what  are  you  living  for.  if  not  to  make 
things  better?  Bnt  let  the  christian  do  what  he 
does. either  in  politics  or  out  of  it.  as  a  christian; 
don't  be  a  humbug.    There  may  be  embarrassing 
sanations  at  times,  there  may  be  problems  diffi- 
cult to  solve,  there  may  be  temporary  indecision 
as  to  duty,  but  what  are  we  here  for?    Why  has 
God  given  us  faculties  for  knowing,  deciding,  act- 
ing? He  who  is  too  lazy  to  inform  himself  or  too 
weak  minded  to  decide  ought  to  resign  his  citizen- 
ship and  moral  responsibility  and  retire  to  an  in- 
stitution for  the  feeble  minded.  See  the  report  of 
Surgeon  General  and  Secretary  of  War  for  the 
United  States  army  on  canteen.   Sometimes  in 
politics  a  man  cannot  do  the  best  he  would,  then 
let  him  do  the  best  he  can.   There  is  always  some 
party  that  has  in  it  more  of  good  than  evil.  Let 
him  choose  that.  If  he  is  going  to  wait  until  he 
finds  perfection  in  human  parties  and  human  gov- 
ernment he  bad  better  buy  his  coffin.    There  will 
be  his  best  place  to  wait  for  such  things,  and  he 
will  be  in  nobody's  way  while  waiting.  Christ  told 
men  how  to  act  while  they  were  alive,  and  Paul  told 
men  what  to  do  as  politicians.  A  religion  or  a  broth- 
erhood that  is  not  active  in  this  world  is  a  dead  reli- 
gion or  brotherhood.   Those  who  claim  such  a  reli- 
gion or  brotherhood  might  as  well  be  dead  also  for 
all  tne  practical  good  they  are  while  here. 

I  denounce  that  spirit  that  says,  "my  party,  right 
or  wrong."  Men  and  women  should  exercise  an 
independence  of  partyism  that  would  make  them 
patriotic  rather  than  partisan.  If  more  of  this 
spirit  prevailed  we  should  soon  relegate  the  pro- 
fessional politician  and  the  ignoramous  to  where 
the  woodbine  twineth;  at  least  that's  my  humble 
opinion.  Capt.  Geo.  W.  Barber.  Sr. 

Titusville.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Since  my  last  contribution  I  have  made  quite  a 
long  lump  (2.000  miles),  landing  in  the  southeastern 
portion  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  and  I  might  add. 
the  state  whose  laws  look  upon  labor  with  most 
favor,  the  reason  of  which,  I  judge,  is  from  the 
fact  that  the  laws  are  framed  and  enacted  by  men 
wno  either  hail  from  this  elementary  rank  or  are 
in  close  sympathy. 

Peeling  somewhat  discouraged  after  firing  off  so 
many  shots  and  seeing  no  meat  fall,  not  that  I 
fear  an  exhaustion  of  my  supply  of  ammunition  (for 
I  have  an  unlimited  supply  such  as  it  is),  but 
thought  it  would  be  wise  to  cease  firing  for  awhile 
and  allow  the  smoke  to  clear  away,  which  would 
possibly  enable  me  to  get  a  better  range  on  my 
game.  Prom  the  large  number  of  journals  I  find 
laying  in  a  book  store  here  unopened.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  many  of  my  shots  have  missed  the 
mark  for  which  they  were  intended.    However.  I 


land  one  now.  and  close  enough  to  bring  a  yelp 
from  a  seniority  advocate— like  the  brick  thrown 
into  the  dog  kennel.  The  hit  dog  will  sure  hollow. 
As  before  stated.  I  did  not  intend  firing  another 
round  until  first  a  salute  to  our  new  president. 
But  I  can't  see  how  I  can  sit  still  and  claim  loyalty 
after  reading  the  article  of  Brother  Funk  from 
McKees  Rock.  Pa.,  without  not  only  seconding  his 
motion,  but  promising  to  stand  by  him  through 
thick  and  thin  on  the  stand  be  has  taken  in  this 
matter.  I  fully  agree  with  you.  Brother,  and  want 
to  add  more  testimony  which  has  fallen  into  my 
possession.  I  consider  this  vital  and  have  ex- 
pressed my  views  often  in  conversation,  in  writing 
to  the  Grand  Chief  Conductor  and  througb  The 
Conductor.  Such  a  thing  as  doubleheading  was 
unknown  in  the  Division  that  I  belong  to.  and  my 
first  experience  with  these  broad-shouldered  fel- 
lows was  at  Arkansas  City.  Kas..  and  I  wrote  an 
article  from  there  in  the  December  Conductor. 
Read  it.  I  pointed  out  the  scriptural  reference. 
"Man  cannot  serve  two  masters."  "If  you  are  not 
for  me  you  are  against  me."  "A  house  divided 
against  itself  cannot  stand."  I  do  not  take  this  stand 
from  any  point  of  malace  or  enmity  towards  the  B. 
R.  T..  but  purely  for  the  the  good  of  the  O.  R.  C. 
As  long  as  I  remain  in  the  train  service  I  expect  to 
belong  to  some  of  the  orders  if  tolerated,  and  of 
course  I  want  to  belong  to  the  one  that  pays  best 
and  requires  the  least  expense.  This  I  think  the  O. 
R.  C.  offers.  It  gives  more  insurance  for  less 
money  than  the  B  R.  T.  I  dare  say  if  I  were  to 
approach  the  O.  R.  C.  members  who  held  member- 
ship in  the  B.  R.  T.  and  ask  why  they  did  it.  a  large 
majority  would  say  for  the  insurance.  At  the  same 
time  I  find  many  carrying  only  one  thousand  'in 
the  Conductors  (just  what  they  are  compelled  to 
carry  in  order  to  become  a  member),  when  many 
could  have  been  carrying  five  times  that  much: 
now  this  is  poor  argument.  I  would  much  prefer 
believing  the  old  saying,  "some  join  the  B.  R.  T.  to 
eat  and  the  O.  R.  C.  to  ride."  From  the  fact  that 
you  have  paid  into  the  B.  R.  T.  insurance  treasury 
for  a  number  of  years  it  does  not  stand  that  you  can 
draw  any  of  it  out  unless  complying  with  its  con- 
tract. No  luck  about  it— "where  I  lost  it.  there  I'll 
find  it." 

I  next  had  my  attention  drawn  to  this  double 
header  business  at  Tucson.  Arizona.  Members 
stood  on  their  hind-legs  in  the  open  Division  and 
accused  each  other  of  carrying  water  on  both 
shoulders.  Others  made  talks  what  we  (B.  R.  T.) 
want,  and  one  went  so  far  as  to  tell  me  that  they 
were  then  having  a  "love  feast."  I  should  have 
been  there  sooner,  things  were  much  warmer.  He 
never  attended  without  shoving  his  gun  down  in 
his  pistol  pocket  in  anticipation  of  trouble.  Now 
isn't  this  a  nice  state  of  brotherly  love  to  get 
into? 

A  B.  R.  T.  conductor  once  accused  me  of  not 
liking  the  B.  R.  T.  I  replied  that  he  was 
mistaken  and  assured  him  that  I  cherished  none 
other  than  the  kindest  feelings,  and  had  gone  so 
far  once  as  to  try  to  organize  a  lodge.  I  asked  him 
if  his  order  did  not  favor  strict  seniority.  Of 
course  he  had  to  admit  it  did.  I  asked  bim  if  he 
did  not  prefer  running  to  braking.  His  answer 
was  yes.  Then  1  asked  him  if  he  should  lo-e  out 
where  he  was  would  he  go  to  a  strict  seniority  road 
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for  a  job  as  conductor,  knowing  he  would  have  to 
fall  in  behind  even  the  student  and  brake  five  or 
six  years.  "No,"  was  his  answer.  Then  why  do 
you  people  advocate  seniority  so  strong?  Now  the 
thing:  is  just  this:  You  are  manufacturing;  a  rope 
to  hang;  yourself,  as  the  foreigners  did  with  the 
Chinamen,  made  guns  and  sold  to  them,  and  they 
had  no  other  use  for  them  save  to  practice  on  the 
"Gringos."  and  when  Mr.  Seniority  loses  out  (which 
Is  liable  to  occur  to  the  best  of  us)  he  will  not  only 
smell  the  hemp  that  he  has  helped  to  weave  into 
T^'Jlia  death  gallows,  but  he  will  then  feel  the  force  of 
what  I  say— seniority  as  applied  to  braking;  is 
against  the  conductor's  interest.  While  I  am  no 
prophet  nor  a  son  of  a  prophet,  yet  I  feel  like 
sounding  this  as  an  alarm,  that  our  next  Grand  Di- 
vision may  take  this  matter  under  advisement  and 
follow  the  smoke  of  the  grand  division  of  engin- 
eers. Figuratively  speaking,  we  have  followed 
their  smoke  for  a  long  time,  and  if  we  wish  to  be 
j,  an  independent  Order,  in  my  opinion,  we  had  bet- 
ter  emulate  their  move  in  their  last  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Division. 

There  was  a'time^when'  conductors  belonged  to 
the  engineers'  order.fbut  as  the  distance  began  to 
lengthen  outlbetween  the  engine  and  caboose  so 
that  they  could  not  carry  on  a  conversation,  the 
Grand  Division  asked  for  a  division,  and  at  their 
last  meeting  they  made  the  same  demand  of  the 
firemen— either  get  on  the  boat  or  off  the  stage 
plank.    Toot!  Toot!  we  are  off.  Now  it  strikes  me 
w^r    that  thelO.  R.  C.  once  had  degrees  in  it;  of  course 
w.    I  know  nothing  of  this  as  it  was  before  my  days.  I 
Mt.    wonder  why  it  was  changed.  Now  if  some  will 
fsy  play  circus  rider.  I  suggest  that  we  change  it  to 
conductors  and  trainmen  with  three  degrees,  lust 
as  our  present  colors  represent. 

First  year  a  brakeman,  second  year  a  freight 
conductor,  third  year  a  passenger  conductor.  If 
we  are  going  to  sleep  together  let's  pull  off  our 
clothes  and  get  into  bed  right,  that  we  may  enjoy 
the  full  rest  of  a  peaceful  slumber,  and  not  slip 
around  the  back  way  while  the  lamp  burns  low  and 
get  in  bed  with  our  clothes  on  and  a  knife  up  our 
sleeve. 

In  my  opinion  the  O.  R.  C.  is  growing  reticent 
to  its  interest  and  not  moving  forward  as  it  should. 
This  country  is  full  and  running  over  with  compe- 
tent conductors  braking;  some  have  been  forced 
to  give  up  railroading  on  account  of  these  rigid 
physical  examinations,  while  others  are  not  able 
to  fill  the  place  as  brakeman.  and  looking  into  the 
face  of  seniority  discourages  many.  Does  anyone 
know  of  any  effort  being  put  forward  to  temove 
these  physical  examinations?  Have  the  Grand 
Officers  of  these  several  orders  (five)  ever  assem- 
bled in  convention  to  discuss  this  unjust  discrim- 
ination? I  fear  not.  [You'll  have  to  guess  again. 
Ed.]  These  general  managers  meet  often  and  lay 
new  plans  to  handle  us.  keep  us  down  in  submis- 
sion so  they  can  handle  us  iust  as  we  would  our 
horse  or  bird  dog. 

Over  on  the  Santa  Fe  I  had  to  dig  out  an  old  hard 
earned  dollar  that  I  had  brought  from  old  Tennes- 
see and  give  to  the  company's  doctor.  The  S.  P.  at 
Tucson  and  San  Francisco  required  me  to  furnish 
two  pictures,  which  amounts  to  about  the  same. 
The  other  dollar  will  be  added  next.  No  one  will 
resent  it.  The  fellow  who  is  in  won't  say  anything 
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as  he  is  in  and  thinks  it  does  not  concern  him.  At 
El  Paso  the  doctor  charges  two  dollars.  I  suppose 
he  is  so  close  to  the  line  of  Old  Mexico  that  he  is 
afraid  the  boysmight  run  a  "doby  sondy"  over  him. 
And  here  the  S.  A.  P.  required  me  to  sign  a 
voucher  for  two  dollars  to  be  deducted  out  of  my 
first  month's  pay.  The  company  doctor  here  told 
me  that  he  had  examined  as  high  as  eleven  in  one 
day  ($22.00).  Very  good  pay.  He  also  said  that  the 
local  surgeon's  office  did  not  pay  much  when  he 
first  came  here.  Of  course,  the  increase  we  pay 
in  these  two  dolllar  fees.  I  have  never  seen  a 
place  where  there  were  so  many  changes  as  are 
here  and  it  seems  like  many  know  it  and  strike 
here  for  a  thirty  days'  stroke.  I  have  seen  too- 
much  with  my  eyes  open  for  any  to  tell  me  that  the 
Orders  can't  bring  about  a  modification  of  these 
physical  examinations.  If  we  continue  to  submit 
to  this  imposition  we  may  look  for  the  enforcement 
of  a  more  rigid  one  each  time.  Those  who  sit  on 
the  fence  of  indifference  and  allow  the  wolf  to 
prey  upon  bis  unfortunate  Brothers  may  some  day 
drink  from  the  same  cup  of  misfortune.  The  doc- 
tors tell  you  that  the  reason  that  we  have  to  under- 
go these  rigid  examinations  is  done  for  our  protec- 
tion to  keep  chronic  cases  out  of  our  hospitals. 
Well,  we  keep  up  these  hospitals,  and  if  they  were 
not  self-sustaining  our  assessment  would  be  raised 
nntil  it  did  sustain  it.  Notwithstanding,  they 
would  have  us  think  they  do  all  this  purely  from 
an  overflow  of  sympathy  for  us.  Not  long  ago  I 
asked  the  editor,  if  not  too  much  trouble,  to  tell 
me  through  The  Conductor  just  how  many 
Brothers  had  withdrawn  from  the  Order  since  1894. 
to  go  into  the  liquor  traffic,  and  the  number  that 
had  dropped  out  an  account  of  not  being  able  to 
keep  their  dues  and  assessments  paid;  and  not  only 
in  the  Order,  but  out  of  the  railroad  business.  So 
far  I  have  not  seen  any  of  these  questions  answered. 
I  dislike  to  add  trouble  to  anyone,  but  if  my  re- 
quests are  out  of  the  line  of  business  I  am  more 
strongly  impressed  of  the  importance  of  the  Grand 
Division  creating  an  office  at  its  next  meeting  and 
put  an  officer  in  charge  who  will  not  only  keep 
such  statistics,  but  keep  up  with  the  unemployed, 
and  look  out  for  employment  for  the  unemployed. 
I  have  been  advocating  this  for  the  last  year,  and 
if  I  am  able  to  move  it  around  to  the  next  Grand 
Division  I  will  talk  it.  I  am  in  a  position  to  speak 
from  the  heart  and  not  the  imaginations  of  others. 
Now  I  would  like  to  know  if  the  O.  R.  C.  statisti- 
cian can  tell  us  readers  of  The  Conductor  how 
many  conductors  were  employed  as  conductors 
and  how  many  as  brakemen  on  the  first  of  October. 
1900.  and  the  number  that  were  filling  positions  as 
yardmasters  and  switchmen.  This  should  be  ob- 
tainable and  many  would  like  to  know  it.  I  would 
also  like  to  know  what  per  cent  belong  to  the  B.  R. 
T.  Order. 

Now  Brother  Funk,  don't  get  weak-kneed  think- 
ing that  you  have  embarked  upon  a  dangerous  sea 
in  a  small  craft,  for  I  assure  you  that  you  are  not 
alone  by  any  means,  and  I  am  sure  this  will  be 
made  a  leading  issue  in  our  Grand  Division  before 
long. 

.  In  my  travels  for  the  last  fourteen  months 
through  the  west,  I  find  all  straight  O.  R.  C.  mem- 
bers in  the  Order  opposed  to  doublebeading,  and 
all  who  are  looking  for  employment  and  are  now 
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tasking,  strongly  advocate  creatine  a  labor  bureau. 
I  have  met  many  Brothers  in  my  rotmds  and  never 
let  an  opportunity  pass  without  saying;  what  I 
think  is  beneficial  to  the  Order.  I  sum  this  matter 
op  in  a  "nut  shell."  If  we  send  a  delegation  of 
straight  O.  R.  C.  the  Division  will  be  carried,  and 
if  a  goodly  number  of  these  delegates  are  herding 
engines  and  cleaning  lamps  and  sweeping  out 
cabooses,  and  unemployed,  the  office  of  statisti- 
cian will  be  created. 

In  my  next  will  say  something  about  the  boys 
here  on  the  S.  A.  P.  I  enjoyed  reading  the  letter 
from  Brother  Charley  Goulden's  wife  out  in  the 
sandy  desert  of  Arizona.  What's  the  matter  with 
von,  Jeff?  Broke  the  lead  in  your  pencil,  or  has 
yonr  paper  given  out?  If  I  don't  bear  from  yon  by 
return  mail  I'll  place  you  on  dry  dock  with  the  rest 
of  the  admirals  of  the  late  Snanisb  war. 

[We  know  that  all  members  are  conductors  on 
the  day  of  their  initiation,  but  we  have  no  way  of 
knowing  when  they  accept  service  In  other  capac- 
ities nor  when  they  join  other  lodges.— Ed.] 

Yoakum.  Tex.  J.  R.  Scatrs. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

After  a  lapse  of  six  months,  of  which  I  have  been 
absent  from  the  city,  many  things  have  occurred. 
Division  61  is  struggling  along  with  about  the 
same  discouraging  attendance.  I  regret  to  state 
that  there  are  so  few  that  attend  meetings.  We 
have  a  few  Brothers  that  don't  take  interest 
enough  in  the  welfare  of  our  noble  Order  to  walk 
from  three  to  five  blocks  to  attend  meetings,  while 
there  are  others  who  come  three  hundred  miles 
(but  they  don't  walk).  Soon  we  will  hold  our  an- 
nual election  of  officers,  and  we  earnestly  invite 
all  Brothers  to  attend  meeting  on  that  date.  Our 
Secretary  will  certainly  send  you  all  a  notice  suffi- 
cient length  of  time  before  the  date  of  election,  so 
with  a  little  effort  on  your  part  you  may  be  able  to 
reach  the  Division  room.  If  this  does  not  bring 
yon  out  perhaps  the  double  headers,  increase  in 
tonnage  and  violation  of  schedule  will. 

We  are  watching  with  great  interest  the  present 
campaign  throughout  the  country.  Division  61  is 
proud  to  have  it  to  say  that  one  of  our  most  able 
Brothers.  Hon.  J.  H.  Burns,  received  the  nomina- 
tion in  the  first  district,  state  of  Minnesota,  for 
state  legislator.  Brother  Burns  is  certainly  cap- 
able of  filling  the  position  should  be  obtain  it.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Valparaiso.  Ind..  law  school 
class  of  1890.  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  four 
states.  He  is  now  located  in  Lanesboro.  Minn., 
where  he  has  many  friends  to  whom  he  credits  his 
nomination.  We  regret  very  much  that  we  are 
nnable  to  vote  for  him  as  he  is  out  of  our  district. 
He  has  the  best  wishes  of  all  Brothers  of  Divi- 
sion 61. 

Some  time  ago  there  was  a  committee  appointed 
by  Division  61  to  wait  on  Hon.  J.  J.  Esch  to  ask  him 
to  use  his  influence  in  having  Brother  E.  A.  Sloan's 
pension  increased,  and  this  he  succeeded  in  doing. 
We  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  him  tor  ser- 
vice rendered.  Hon.  J.  J.  Esch  has  been  renomin- 
ated for  congress  in  seventh  district  of  the  state 
of  Wisconsin.  He  will  certainly  have  a  warm  sup- 
port in  the  coming  election. 

We  all  deeply  and  heartily  sympathize  with 
Brother  J.  A.  Emerson  in  the  death  of  his  son. 


Bert  Emerson,  who  met  his  death  in  a  railway  ac- 
cident at  Pocatello.  Idaho.  T.  W.  R. 
La  Crosse.  Wis. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  read  Martin  L.  Carter's  letter  in  October  Con- 
ductor. While  I  side  in  with  him  on  some  of  his 
writings.  I  will  not  agree  in  all  he  says.  Conduc- 
tors can  trace  many  accidents  in  the  past  in  which 
many  good  conductors  have  lost  out  on  account  of 
his  way  of  letting  division  superintendents  and 
trainmasters  hire  new.  inexperienced  men  and 
sending  them  out  on  a  freight  train  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred tons  regardless  of  weather  conditions.  They 
learn  to  repeat  the  time  card  rules  like  a  parrot, 
yet  go  but  a  hundred  yards  in  a  fog  to  Mag  the  fast 
mail,  and  do  other  ignorant  work  too  numerous  to 
mention.  He  advises  that  the  superintendent  hire 
whom  he  pleases  and  place  them  where  he  pleases. 
I  hope  our  next  convention  at  St.  Paul  will  inaugu- 
rate a  system  of  hiring  and  handling  the  student, 
and  forever  settle  the  student  question  in  the  train 
service.  Time  and  experience  has  proved  beyond 
a  reasonable  doubt  that  the  O.  R.  C.  B.  of  L.  E..  B. 
R.  T.  and  B.  of  L.  P.  have  proved  to  the  traveling 
public  and  to  the  management  of  all  railroads  in 
the  United  States.  Canada  and  Mexico,  that  they 
are  part  of  the  machinery  of  the  highways  of  com- 
merce. We  are  depended  upon  to  make  the  safest 
rules  that  will  govern  all  railroads  in  the  future. 
The  same  rules  apply  to  perfect  train  service  as 
do  the  rules  that  govern  our  navy,  as  our  officers 
and  sailors  are  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  world  from 
Dewey  down  to  cabin  boy;  therefore.  I  hope  the 
Grand  Division  assembled  at  St.  Paul  will  settle 
the  student  question  and  formally  establish  the 
employment  office  in  the  O.  R.  C.  Surely  the 
brains  of  406  delegates  can  make  rules  and  laws  for 
railroads  that  will  meet  the  approval  of  all  presi- 
dents and  general  managers  throughout  the  west- 
ern hemisphere. 

We  are  trying  to  establish  a  Division  here  at 
Evanston.  I  for  one.  hope  the  movement  will  suc- 
ceed. Many  years  ago  we  had  a  Division  here,  and 
through  neglect  of  the  members  to  attend  meet- 
ings we  had  to  remove  our  Division  to  Ogden. 
where  it  has  remained  a  monument  to  our  Order 
ever  since,  one  of  its  members  being  elected 
Grand  Chief  Conductor,  and  who  has  inaugurated 
more  reforms  than  any  one  labor  leader  in  the 
United  States.  Our  new  Division  will  not  cripple 
124.  but  I  believe  will  be  a  help  to  it.  as  business 
has  improved  so  much  on  the  U.  P.  that  the  town  of 
Evanston  is  an  established  terminal,  and  there  is 
no  danger  of  the  new  Division  going  under.  But 
as  my  experienced  eyes  pierce  the  future,  organ- 
ized labor  and  the  railroad  companies  must  pull 
together  for  all  time  to  come  for  good  government 
and  a  never  ending  demand  for  labor.  The  roll  of 
the  petition  shows  30  names  for  the  new  Division. 
I  wish  to  send  a  word  of  good  cheer  to  all  old  time 
conductors  that  a  road  is  surveying  from  Salt  Lake 
City  to  Los  Angeles,  and  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  or  B.  &  M. 
has  put  on  file  their  right  of  way  in  Wyoming  and 
surveys  made,  work  pending  the  election.  Who 
has  any  doubt  but  it  will  go  the  right  way.  There 
are  more  train  crews  employed  on  the  U  P.  than 
was  ever  known  since  the  last  spike  was  driven  at 
Promotery  Point.  May  10, 1869. 
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I  appeal  to  every  Division  to  elect  their  very 
best  men  to  St.  Paul  in  their  annual  election  of  offi- 
cers, as  we  want  some  additional  laws  made,  and 
instruct  their  delegates.  We  have  our  delegates 
selected  and  loaded  already:  no  change  in  our  in- 
surance; student  question  settled,  and  some  other 
laws  that  we  want  put  in  our  statutes.  Now  is  the 
time  to  canvass  the  situation  before  the  Grand  Di- 
vision meets,  in  the  six  issues  of  our  journal  be- 
fore that  time,  so  we  can  come  to  an  understand- 
ing as  to  bur  wants  in  the  columns  of  The  Conduc- 
tor I  appeal  to  every  Division  to  have  their  corre- 
spondent sharpen  his  pencil  and  ezpresslhis  wants 
as  to  bettering  these  conditions.        J.  Dwyer. 

Evanston.  Wyo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Nine  years  old  today,  in  actual  time,  but  if  our 
age  as  a  Division  is  based  upon  the  amount  of  fun 
and  sorrow  we  have  had  since  we  were  organized 
on  Oct.  31, 1891.  we  are  nearer  99  years  of  age.  Nine 
years!  both  long  and  short  to  us;  both  full  of  sor- 
row and  of  pleasure.  Upon  the  above  date  Brother 
Wilkins.  A.  G.  C.  C.  met  with  us  in  the  oldPtaffen- 
berger  hall  in  this  city,  and  that  which  was  in  the 
good  old  O.  &  M.  times  known  as  B  R.  C.  Division 
No.  48.  became  Seymour  Division  301. 0.  R.  C.  It  has 
been  said,  "there  is  nothing  in  the  name."  but  in 
closing  up  the  records  of  that— the  flower  of  the 
whole  brotherhood—  Division  many  of  us  felt  that 
we  were  leaving  behind  us  a  dear  old  friend.  It 
was  through  its  influence  that  we  learned  to  raise 
our  heads  and  look  upward,  realizing  at  last  that 
there  were  others  in  it  as  well  as  railroad  com- 
panies, and  that  as  men  we  were  entitled  to  grave 
considerations  in  company  with  the  other  machin- 
ery of  the  corporation  that  we  were  working  for. 
Veni.  Vidi,  Vici  explains  it  all.  Not  that  we  would 
Speak  disparagingly  of  the  O.  R  C.  but  yet  when  we 
look  back  a  few  years  we  can  but  think  fondly  of 
the  old  brotherhood  and  of  those  with  whom  we 
mingled.  For  written  upon  the  minutes  of  those 
meetings  we  find  a  record  of  many  good  things  done 
by  those  who  have  long  ago  left  us.  Twenty-one 
of  our  boys,  either  by  death  or  total  disability, 
have  felt  the  hand  of  an  unseen,  and  to  many  of 
*U8  an  unknown  power  in  these  years.  Some  have 
i  met  death  peacefully  and  bravely;  others  have  in 
an  instant  been  torn  from  loved  ones  and  home, 
only  to  be  mangled  almost  beyond  recognition, 
yet  'tis  those  who  are  left  behind  that  suffer.  Let 
us  hope  that  to  them  all  there  is  nothing  but  happi- 
ness beyond  the  tomb. 

The  weather  being  so  nice  we  had  thought  of 
having  a  May  party  upon  our  birthday,  but  Brother 
Johnson  and  bis  committee  on  entertainment  hav- 
ing received  a  sentence  of  '30  days  in  the  hole"  at 
.  a  recent  meeting  we  bad  no  one  to  get  it  up.  and 
.  we  are  compelled  to  see  our  anniversary  go  by 
•with  but  a  mere  mention  arid  no  flowers.  Frater- 
nal organization  is  truly  a  necessity,  and  we  be- 
come, more  impressed  with  the  importance  of  it 
each  day.  week,  month  and  year.  It  has  always 
been  a  hard  problem  for  the  writer  to  solve,  why 
all  members  of  our  Divisions  do  not  love  their  Di- 
visions and  their  meetings,  for  it  is  their  all.  com- 
ing next  to  their  family,  coming  next  to  their 
home;  they  owe  their  undivided,  loyal  attention 
first  of  all  to  their  Division,  each  one  striving  in 


their  own  way,  however  weak  it  may  be.  to  bri 
their  meetings  to  at  least  the  average  point  of  e 
cellence.  At  our  last  meeting.  Sunday  the  28th.  w 
took  on  a  couple  at  a  way  station,  and  although 
one  of  them  tried  to  get  up  in  the  cupola  as  soon 
as  he  had  boarded  the  train  everything  worked 
smoothly.  Next  meeting  we  get  three  more  hun- 
gry souls  seeking  salvation,  and  if  it  keeps  on  we 
will  soon  have  to  lengthen  out  the  mourner's 
bench,  for  they  are  coming  in  clusters.  We  meet 
on  Sundays,  very  much  to  the  horror  of  some  of 
our  readers,  and  very  much  to  the  pleasure  of  our- 
selves. While  reformation  is  always  in  order,  and 
is  always  encouraged  by  the  good  of  our  Order,  we 
cpjj't  see  anything  sacreligious  in  meeting  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  if  there  are  any  demerit  marks  placed 
against  us  in  the  great  book  we  hope  to  have  them 
effaced  by  acts  of  kindness  and  brotherly  love  to 
those  in  life  who  need  our  help.  With  kind  re- 
gards to  all  Brothers,  and  to  the  Order  in  every 
particular.  C.  W.  M. 

Seymour.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

After  an  absence  of  two  weeks  we  returned  home 
to  And  things  normal.  Our  trip  was  over  the 
picturesque  C  &  O.  from  Richmond  to  Alderson. 
W.  Va.  The  inhabitants  of  that  favored  section 
appeared  to  be  in  good  condition,  having  harvested 
fine  crops  and  were  preparing  for  the  approaching 
winter.  The  trip  was  particularly  enjoyable;  it 
was  spiced  with  a  flavor  of  freedom  that  for  at 
least  a  year  we  had  not  known.  It  was  truly  re- 
freshing to  have  the  train  move  off  and  feel  that 
we  did  not  have  to  call  "Tickets,  please:"  we 
cheerfully  allowed  the  other  fellow  that  pleasure. 
Things  were  different  somewhat  from  our  terri- 
tory, in  this  way:  when  our  people  enter  a  coach 
and  cannot  find  a  comfortable  seat,  they  look  sour 
and  remark  about  the  imposition  of  forcing  a  per- 
son to  stand,  but  there  I  beard  not  a  word  of  com- 
plaint; everybody  seemed  to  think  it  a  natural 
situation  and  accepted  it  gracefully.  It  was  a 
geniune  pleasure  to  be  thrown  with  such  a  hetero- 
geneous mass  and  find  no  kickers.  The  only  ob- 
jectionable feature  was  the  absence  of  the  Jim 
Crow  Car;  particularly  was  this  the  case  in  West 
Vrginia.  where  the  colored  brother  is  given  every 
chance  and  he  or  she  never  fails  to  grasp  the  situa- 
tion. In  Virginia  the  law  is  effective,  but  the 
"coon"  is  familiar  with  the  statute  and  selects  the 
through  trains,  on  which  the  law  was  not  appli- 
cable. At  Gordonsville  we  enjoyed  a  forty-minutes 
wait,  and  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  feast 
on  fried  chicken  and  milk  while  holding  up  the 
side  of  the  house  with  our  shoulders,  with  a  chicken 
leg  in  one  hand  and  a  glass  of  milk  in  the  other. 
There  were  at  least  a  dozen  venders  on  the  plat- 
form with  trays  of  chicken,  milk,  bread,  pies  and 
cake,  and  our  party  tried  to  eat  everything  in 
sight,  and  was  making  admirable  progress,  when 
the  connection  arrived  and  we  were  forced  to 
leave  the  feast.  A  peculiarity  of  the  fowls  in  that 
section  is  the  multiplicity  of  legs  and  wings;  how 
they  manage  to  corral  them  is  a  mystery. 

The  Brothers  were  clever,  indeed,  considering 
the  business.  We  made  ourselves  known  to  bnt 
few.  A  fellow  feeling  kept  us  quiet  for  they  had 
our  sympathy.  We  regretted  not  meeting  Brother 
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George  Wright,  whom  we  knew  when  we  ran  to 
Richmond  in  "86  and  '87;  was  sorry  to  miss  Brother 
Whitakerof  the  Jim  River  division,  but  left  our 
card  at  Clifton  Forge.  If  he  failed  to  receive  it  he 
knows  we  have  a  weakness  for  that  country  and 
Defer  tire  of  the  lovely  scenery  and  clever  people. 
Oar  memory  is  fresh  of  the  pleasant  days  spent  in 
Buchanan  and  other  points  in  his  territory. 

Brother  D.  L.  Fillyaw  and  three  daughters  have 
retaroed  from  Washington  and  other  points  of 
interest.  The  trip  was  very  much  enjoyed  and  the 
recreation  was  beneficial  to  Brother  Fillyaw.  We 
were  pleased  last  week  to  meet  on  the  street 
Brother  J.  D.  Bnllock  and  wife  of  Rocky  Mount, 
and  Brother  J.  M.  Home  of  Elm  City.  Brother 
Bollock  looks  younger  and  nis  wrinkled  brow  has 
given  place  to  a  natural  smile  of  happiness  and 
contentment,  and  Brother  Home  grows  younger 
in  bis  conflict  with  the  world.  Brother  S.  B.  Hunter 
is  on  vacation  in  Florida.  Jacksonville  will  be  his 
headquarters:  his  itinerary  will  be  given  to  bis 
friends  on  application.  His  age.  inexperience  and 
feeble  condition  necessitated  a  chaperon,  and 
Lewis  Day  of  the  Florence  Restaurant,  was 
selected  for  that  honor,  owing  to  bis  familiarity 
with  things  in  general  and  his  especial  knowledge 
of  bow  to  tickle  the  palate  and  serve  delicacies 
for  an  invalid. 

In  conclusion  we  are  particularly  anxious  to  im- 
press upon  Brothers  the  importance  of  attending 
onr  meetings.  We  are  glad  to  note  the  improve- 
ment in  attendance  and  more  interest  being  dis- 
played than  was  the  case  a  few  months  past,  and 
sincerely  trust  that  the  spirit  of  "push"  will  not  be 
allowed  to  rust,  but  each  one  must  feel  that  he  is 
responsible  for  our  success  and  by  that  means  we 
will  soon  increase  our  usefulness  and  add  strength 
to  onr  Order.  La  Fayettb. 

Wilmington.  N.  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Refraining  from  partisan  politics  I  am  quite 
sure  yon  and  your  readers  will  bear  with  me  while 
I  talk  "a  few  common"  politics.  This  year  is  our 
first  attempt  to  get  on  the  "inside."  And  to  say 
onr  efforts  are  very  encouraging  is  putting  it 
mildly.  Although  defeated  in  getting  a  place  on  the 
state  ticket,  in  tbe  person  of  Brother  E.  P.  Curtis, 
who  made  the  race  for  the  nomination  of  Railroad 
Commissioner,  we  are  in  excellent  trim  and  bend- 
ing every  effort  to  reach  tbe  point  of  perfection  in 
organization  and  discipline  by  tbe  time  we  are 
confronted  with  another  state  campaign.  'Tis 
the  talk  of  the  state,  and  if  our  friends  keep  an 
eye  on  Texas  they  will  probably  see  something  of 
interest.  Our  political  movements  and  success 
may  be  pointed  to  with  pride  by  every  labor  or- 
ganization in  the  state.  And  harmony,  interest 
and  good  will  exist  among  all  classes  of  labor. 
The  farmer  has  woke  up  to  the  fact  that  all  rail- 
road men  are  not  all  advocates  of  -  trusts  and 
monopolies,  and  their  interest  and  tbe  principles 
for  which  they  stand  are  advocated  by  organized 
labor.  Tberefore.  they  are  committed  as  our 
friends,  and.  Brothers,  you  will  obtain  very  satis- 
factory results  by*  talking  to  and  helping  the 
farmer,  for  they  are  with  us.  When  you  talk 
about  a  campaign  of  "education"  I  "break  in."  If 
the  laboring  men  in  Texas  have  not  proven  them- 


selves competent  instructors  of  political  economy 
or  other  questions  of  interest  to  us.  then  yon  can 
have  my  "Sunday  bee  gum"  for  a  smoke-stack, 
every  day  "'ceptin'  meeting  day."  And  while  we 
accomplished  much  good  in  tbe  campaign  just 
closed,  our  work  is  now  just  commenced,  and  to 
get  results  sought  we  must  not  lag,  but  all  watch, 
work  and  pray  for  the  right,  so  that  we  m  *y  enter 
the  fray  two  years  hence  with  a  certainty  of  win- 
ning principles,  as  well  as  men  of  whom  we  may 
advocate.  Our  state  platform  that  was  unani- 
mously adopted  at  Waco.  August  8.  in  "conven- 
tion assembled."  demands  the  enactment,  by  tbe 
party,  of  a  number  of  declarations  in  our  interest 
at  the  regular  session  of  the  legislature  this 
winter,  some  of  which  are:  Anti- Double- Header 
law.  Compulsory  Arbitration  law  and  Eight-Hour- 
Day  law.  and  we  look  forward  with  a  great  deal  of 
satisfaction  in  the  hope  of  these  laws  being  en- 
grafted in  our  statutes  at  an  early  date.  I  want  to 
say  here  to  our  friends,  especially  in  Texas,  we 
must  warm  up  to  our  duties,  thoroughly  acquaint 
ourselves  upon  all  questions  of  interest,  not  only 
to  us.  but  to  all.  so  that  we  may  act.  vote  and  dis- 
cuss these  issues  intelligently,  thereby  establish- 
ing our  ability  to  treat  all  questions  fairly  and 
liberally,  not  asking  more  than  we  are  willing  to 
give.  And  as  to  tbe  organization  put  on  foot  at 
Waco,  just  at  the  close  of  our  state  convention,  let 
every  organization  participate  earnestly  and 
work  without  ceasing  and  our  reward  will  be 
bountiful.  C.  F.  Goodridgb. 

Palestine.  Texas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  a  member  of  San  Luis  Division  No.  261.  I 
am  located  about  forty-five  miles  north-east  of 
Bakersfield,  Cal.  I  visited  Kern  City  Division 
since  I  arrived  in.  California  and  met  a  jovial, 
good-hearted  set  of  conductors.  I  received  favors 
of  a  kind  not  easily  forgotten  and  which  will  be 
remembered.  I  read  all  the  letters  in  The  Con- 
ductor, both  from  the  Brothers  and  Sisters,  and  I 
see  many  familiar  names  among  them.  My  old 
friend.  Brother  W.  W.  Welch,  of  Division  55.  being- 
amnng  the  number.  There  are  so  many  subjects 
under  discussion  in  The  Conductor,  I  will  not 
make  my  pet  hobby  known  this  time,  bnt  will  say 
Brother  Edward  Funk,  of  McKees  Rocks.  Pa.,  has 
told  it  in  his  Oct.  letter.  Well.  Brothers,  I  suppose 
you  would  all  like  to  know  what  I  am  doing  forty 
five  miles  from  a  railroad  and  away  off  in  the  moun- 
tains. Well,  I  am  rusticating.  I  have  been  here 
three  months,  am  well  and  hearty  and  getting  to 
be  a  regular  back-woods  man.  I  am  living  on  a 
ranch  vnt h  my  brother  at  present  and  I  am  feeding 
and  herding  bogs,  which  beats  herding  box  cars,  as 
I  am  working  days  and  do  not  need  to  carry  a 
lamp  or  club,  either.  W.  R.  Harness. 

Glenville.  Cal. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Having  been  laid  up  for  the  past  few  days  on  ac- 
count of  sickness.  I  have  read  the  October  Con- 
ductor through  and  I  found  it  very  interesting 
and  some  good  letters  from  the  several  Brothers. 
Not  seeing  any  from  the  southern  Divisions  I 
thought  I  would  endeavor  to  write  a  line.  I  am 
not  now  in  train  service— have  not  been  for  the 
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past  five  years  but  am  still  a  member  of  tbe  Order. 
I  am  in  yard  service  for  tbe  Southern  Railway, 
at  Columbus.  Miss.,  giving  tbe  boys  tbeir  fall  ton- 
nage and  all  tbeir  cry  is.  "Captain,  you  are  loading 
us  heavy."  Can't  belp  it— orders.  "Give  a  go- 
ahead  signal  and  I  will  pusb  yon  out  of  the  yard 
with  old  Huldy."  I  feel  for  them  for  I  know  how 
it  is.  I  have  had  over  thirty  years'  experience 
handling  heavy  trains  and  doubling  hills  and  with 
no  prospect  of  trains  ever  getting  lighter. 

Business  on  the  Southern  between  Birmingham 
and  Greenville.  Miss.,  is  good.  Road  men  are  mak- 
ing good  time.  No  end  to  tbe  amount  of  coal  the 
company  has  contracts  for.  Very  little  cotton  is 
moving  as  yet  but  look  for  it  to  move  later  on.  We 
have  on  the  west  end  of  the  sixth  division.  Brothers 
E.  D.  Estis  and  Wm.  Ussery  on  locals:  J.  W. 
Scruggs  on  sick  list.  E.  B.  Taylor  on  Webb  branch. 
Ed.  Flippo  on  sick  list.  J.  S.  Harlin  on  work  train 
and  several  young  conductors  in  chain  gang  who 
are  not  ,m embers  of  the  Order  and  your  humble 
servant  as  yardmaster.  I  see  by  The  Conductor 
that  some  of  the  Order  are  in  favor  of  a  home  for 
the  old  conductor  and  that  some  are  not.  As  for 
myself  I  stand  by  Brother  B.  F.  Osborn  of  Toledo. 
I  think  bis  ideas  are  strictly  correct  in  regard  to 
looking  after  the  interest  of  the  old  and  disabled 
conductors.  Build  a  home  with  a  factory.  Give 
the  old  conductor  something  to  do  that  he  can  help 
himself  and  what  family  he  may  have  left.  There 
is  not  one  out  of  five  hundred  that  wants  to  be 
penned  up  in  a  charity  home.  They  are  of  tbe 
push  and  go  ahead  fraternity.  We  mnst  bear  in 
mind  that  old  age  will  overtake  all  sooner  or  later. 
Some  have  laid  up  enough  to  keep  them  when  old 
age  comes,  some  have  not:  those  that  have  laid  up 
ehongb  are  few.  for  you  all  know  what  a  railroad 
conductor's  charity  is— always  ready  to  give.  We 
all  know  what  the  age  limit  is.  When  application 
for  a  situation  is  made  the  first  question  asked  is. 
"How  old  are  you?"  "Forty  years  old."  "Cannot 
do  anything  for  you."  "Have  more  men  than  we 
can  use  now."  Do  you  all  not  see  the  need  of  a 
"  home  for  the  old  Brother?  I  am  getting  there  in 
a*e  myself  and  am  ready  to  pay  any  assessment 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  old  conductor  should  a 
home  ever  be  established.  I  would  not  expect 
any  benefits  from  it  as  I  served  my  country  as  a 
soldier  from  '61  to  '65  and  wben  I  get  so  I  cannot  at- 
tend to  tbe  duties  allotted  to  me  I  can  go  to  (he 
National  Soldiers'  Home.  I  hope  to  see  something 
done  in  regard  to  the  home  matter  at  our  next 
grand  convention. 

Seymour.  Division  331.  what  is  the  matter  with 
'you?  Have  seen  nothing  from  you  lately.  Mell, 
get  a  move  on  you.  Division  165,  get  after  your 
correspondent.  Would  like  to  hear  from  you  in 
The  Conductor.  With  best  wishes  for  The  Con- 
ductor and  all  Brothers.  I  will  back  in  the  house 
track  and  lock  the  switch  for  the  main  line. 

Columbus.  Miss.  '       E.  B.  S. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

I  have  waited  in  vain  to  see  something  from 
Division  118  through  your  columns.  I  want  to  see 
our  prospering  Division  represented  through  The 
Conductor  one  in  1900.  Like  many  other  Divi- 
sions we  hold  two  regular  meetings  every  month, 
but  on  account  of  business  being  so  good  it  some- 
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times  hustles  us  to  have  enough  for  a  quorum.  At 
our  last  regular  meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  with  Brother  Clendenen.  who  suffered  a 
serious  shooting  affray  by  three  negro  passengers 
who  were  on  his  train  leaving  Streator  the  13th  day 
of  February.  B  rot  be'  Clendenen  is  our  main  pillar 
and  always  has  been  a  thorough  O.R.  C.  man  and 
has  been  a  great  sufferer  since  this  accident  oc- 
curred and  he  certainly  knows  that  he  has  the 
combined  sympathy  of  all  who  know  him.  espec- 
ially members  of  our  Division.  Although  be  is  far 
from  being  able  to  attend  to  his  former  duties  on 
his  run.  we  hope  he  may  soon  be  able  to  take  out 
his  run  again.  Our  Division  is  steadily  growing 
stronger  and  we  have  taken  in  four  new  members 
in  less  than  a  year  and  we  have  several  more  in 
sight  both  for  initiation  aad  transfer  card. 

We  have  several  good  O.  R.  C.  men  braking  and 
running  trains  here  who  will  soon  transfer  to  our 
division  and  thus  make  it  one  of  tbe  strongest 
Division  points  according  to  its  size  in  this  local- 
ity. We  are  positive  that  our  selection  for  repre- 
sentative to  our  Grand  Division  next  summer 
will  convince  all  in  hearing  of  his  voice  that  we 
are  O.  K.  We  also  have  the  pleas  are  of  adnouncing 
the  fact  that  one  of  our  most  popular  conductors 
and  a  good  O.  R.  C.  man  has  been  appointed  train- 
master with  the  1. 1.  &  I.  Railway:  headquarters 
at  Kankakee.  This  is  a  new  office  created  by  Supt. 
Riley  Williams  and  his  many  friends  will  be 
pleased  to  learn  of  his  promotion.  The  person  in 
question  is  L.  A.  Wilcox.  "Black"  is  a  thorough  rail- 
road man  and  will,  no  doubt,  fill  the  position  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  manner. 

The  new  extension  west  from  Streator  to  Clinton. 
Iowa,  is  nearly  completed  and  it  is  rumored  that 
traffic  will  soon  commence  from  Clinton  to  St.  Joe. 
Mich.,  making  one  of  the  most  complete  connect- 
ing lines  for  the  eastern  poipts  in  the  United 
States.  The  company  are  busily  engaged 
at  present  fitting  up  their  most  deserv- 
ing men  in  service  for  the  many  new 
runs  that  will  be  put  on  and  are  hiring  many 
new  men  to  fill  all  vacancies  that  this  will  cause 
and  are  also  equipping  all  their  rolling  stock  up  in 
first-class  form  to  compete  with  all  emergencies. 
A  possible  rumor  is  afloat  that  the  the  terminal 
may  be  changed  to  Kaakakee.  which  will  necessi- 
tate the  change  of  many  families  who  live  in 
Streator  and  South  Bend.  We  are  pleased  to  an- 
nounce tbe  inspection  of  Sister  Sewell  of  Chicago 
of  the  L.  A.  of  Division  104.  the  pride  of  Streator.  and 
following  with  a  campaign  sociable  held  at  Brother 
Clendenen's  house  in  which  about  150  people  parti- 
cipated of  the  dainties  set  before  them.  Following 
this  were  many  speeches  from  members  of  the 
Order  and  a  fine  selection  of  music  and  recitations 
too  numerous  to  mention.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  program  a  political  guessing  contest  was  next 
in  order.  Brother  J.  Ott  winning  first  prize  and 
Master  Johnny  Hogan  captured  the  b<>oby  prize. 

The  27th  we  enjoyed  a  pleasant  visit  of  our 
G.  J.  C.  A.  J.  Corbett.  who  instructed  in  a  few  new 
ideas  and  a  lengthy  speech  of  the  many  good  re- 
sults brought  on  by  the  O.  R.  C.  and  their  faithful 
followers.  Brother  Corbett  was  tendered  a  warm 
reception  by  all  present  but  unfortunately  for  him 
business  was  so  good  that  only  a  few  were  in  at- 
tendance.  We  hope  that  the  next  time  that  any  of 
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the  Grand  Officers  come  this  way  they  will  stop, 
as  they  are  always  heartily  welcomed  and  deserv- 
ing of  great  praise  in  their  many  visits  and  the 
good  they  are  doing  on  their  great  mission. 

There  are  many  new  things  that  conld  be  dis- 
cussed pro  and  con  through  the  columns  of  The 
Conductor  and  many  new  ideas  which  would  add 
greatly  to  the  betterment  of  the  Order.  Let  every- 
one strive  to  think  of  new  ideas  that  may  form  a 
bearing  to  press  this  noble  cause  of  ours  on  and 
everyone  put  a  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  make 
the  burden  lighter  for  one  another.  Forever  let 
this  motto  be  known:  "In  Union  There  is 
Strength."  I  hope  our  correspondent  for  the  next 
year  will  try  to  borrow  a  few  leisure  moments 
from  his  daily  duties  and  represent  our  Division 
as  often  as  practicable.  Closing  with  best  wishes 
to  all  members  of  the  Order  and  that  all  may 
travel  in  the  path  to  prosperity. 

Streator.  111.  "WATCH  Your  Signals." 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  more  than  pleased  to  state  that  Di- 
vision No.  143  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and 
taking  in  conductors  at  almost  every  meeting. 
The  Brothers  are  displaying  quite  an  interest,  by 
the  way  they  take  part  in  the  debate  for  "the  good 
of  the  Order."  and  in  the  work  generally. 

I  desire  to  say  to  Brother  American,  that  Brother 
Hardenbergh  was  not  forced  to  take  anything,  and 
could  have  had  the  nomination  in  1897  had  he 
pushed  matters:  but  he  being  a  man  of  sterling 
worth  to  the  organizations,  and  of  broad  principles, 
he  gave  way  to  the  one-armed  soldier,  which  was 
of  great  interest  to  the  welfare  and  success  of  the 
labor  orders  in  our  state.  That  is  also  something 
Brother  American  will  not  understand.  As  to 
Brother  Howerter's  aspirancy  to  the  nomination, 
he  is  not  in  Brother  Hardenbergh 's  district,  and 
Brother  Howerter  never  was  a  member*  of  the 
legislature. 

Brother  American  speaks  as  though  Brother  Har- 
denbergh was  the  entire  senate  in  Pennsylvania, 
bathe  was  not.  Brother  American  was  not  only 
misinformed,  but  he  has  misconstrued  the  letter 
oi  Brother  Howerter.  which  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  election  of  our  Brother,  who.  by  the  time 
this  is  in  print  will  be  Auditor  General  of  the 
second  state  in  the  union. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
rote  for  Brother  Joseph  Flory  for  governor.  I 
hope  I  may  have  the  opportunity  to  vote  for  one  of 
oar  Brothers  for  governor  of  our  state  in  the  near 
future. 

There  is  one  great  evil  existing  in  the  labor 
organizations,  which  is  a  great  injury  to  us.  and 
that  is.  envy.  An  envious  or  jealous  feeling  is  one 
that  brings  about  evil  results  in  all  we  undertake. 
In  personification  of  envy  the  poets  imagined  that 
envy  dwelt  in  a  dark  cave,  being  pale  and  lean; 
looking  asquint,  abounding  with  gall:  her  teeth 
black:  never  rejoicing  but  in  the  misfortunes  of 
others.  Ever  unquiet  and  careful,  and  continually 
tormenting  herself.  Envy  is  the  reverse  of  charity. 
It  has  under  its  banner  hatred,  calumny  and 
treachery  with  the  meagreness  of  famine,  the 
venom  of  pestilence  and  the  rage  of  war.  The 
adder  and  the  toad  have  deadly  poison  in  them 
which  hurts  others  but  not  themselves:  but  envy  is 


so  deadly  that  it  kills  the  possessor  and  others  also. 
The  envious  man  frets  and  pines  away,  when 
others  do  well.  He  cannot  eat  or  sleep  calmly 
unless  some  mischief  falls  on  the  person  he  envies. 
The  vice  of  envy  is  as  the  enmity  which  exists 
between  eagles  and  dragons:  the  boar  and  the 
elephant,  between  whom  it  is  reported  there  is 
such  discord  and  hatred,  that  even  when  they  are 
dead  their  blood  will  in  no  wise  mingle  together. 
So  envy  and  virtue  can  in  no  wise  agree.  It  is  the 
tailless  fox  that  advocates  the  disuse  of  tails.  It  is 
the  grapes  we  cannot  reach  that  we  call  sour. 
They  say  that  love  and  tears  are  learned  without 
a  master,  and  I  may  say  that  there  is  no  great  need 
of  study  to  learn  envy  and  revenge.  Socrates 
says:  "Envy  is  the  daughter  of  pride,  the  author  of 
murder  and  revenge:  the  beginner  of  sedition,  the 
perpetual  tormentor  of  virtue.  Envy  is  the  filthy 
slime  of  the  soul;  a  venom,  a  poison,  a  quicksilver 
which  consumes  the  flesh,  and  dries  up  the  marrow 
of  the  bones." 

Envy  should  receive  a  check  when  we  consider 
how  many  there  are  above  whom  we  are  placed. 
Instead  of  fretting  that  they  are  prefered  before 
us  in  honor,  power,  estate  or  interest,  in  gifts, 
graces  or  usefulness,  we  have  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful for  their  good  influence  and  that  we  who  are 
less  than  the  least,  are  not  put  hindmost.  Brothers, 
envy's  food  is  always  the  fairest  and  fattest.  Like 
the  worm  that  always  runs  to  the  fairest  fruit, 
the  cunning  bloodhound  will  single  out  the  fattest 
deer  in  the  flock.  Abraham's  riches  were  the 
envy  of  the  Philistines.  There  has  been  envy  in 
all  ages,  but  our  duty  is  to  guard  against  this 
envious  feeling.  For  example,  we  shall  find  it  in 
Cain,  who  slew  his  brother  at  the  instigation  of 
envy.  We  shall  find  it  in  the  dark  and  gloomy  and 
revengeful  spirit  of  Saul,  who,  under  the  influence 
of  envy,  plotted  for  years  the  slaughter  of  David. 
We  shall  find  it  in  the  king  of  Israel,  who  pined 
for  the  vineyard  of  Naboth,  and  even  shed  his 
blood  to  gain  it.  It  was  envy  that  perpetrated  the 
most  atrocious  crime  ever  planned  in  hell  or  exe- 
cuted on  earth  on  which  the  sun  refused  to  look 
and  at  which  nature  herself  gave  signs  of  abhor- 
rence by  the  rending  of  the  rocks. 

Brothers,  the  sooner  we  eradicate  this  feeling  of 
envy,  the  better  we  will  feel,  and  the  better  it  will 
be  for  our  organizations.  Let  us  try  and  exhibit  a 
good  feeling  toward  each  other  and  rejoice  at  the 
prosperity  and  success  of  a  Brother.  Trample 
that  envious  feeling  to  the  lowest  depths,  and  en- 
deavor to  cultivate  a  good  feeling  toward  all,  and 
we  will  be  rewarded  in  this  world  as  well  as  in  the 
next.  To  all  Brothers  I  wish  the  best  of  success 
and  rejoice  at  their  prosperity.  Mox. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 

■  Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  reading  the  contributions  to  The  Conductor 
last  month  1  find  a  good  idea  from  "American."  of 
Miama.  Fla..  and  although  political  discussion  is 
out  of  the  question,  we  may  write  what  we  think 
would  be  for  the  betterment  of  our  class,  and 
throw  partisanship  to  the  winds.  We  are  too  late 
to  have  anything  to  say  as  to  what  articles  shall  be 
placed  in  the  platforms  of  the  party  which  we 
would  support  this  year,  but  before  the  next  presi- 
dential election  we  can  demand  recognition  from 
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national  committees,  and  then  our  "paramount 
it-su«-"  would  be  tbe  election  of  the  party  which 
would  stand  upon  a  platform  wherein  is  placed  a 
plank  of  our  own  construction.  Tbe  support  of 
the  railway  labor  vote  is  not  to  be  overlooked  by 
campaign  managers,  and  will  not  be.  if  we  are 
united  in  our  purpose  and  let  them  know  our 
strength.  Above  all  things,  get  away  from  being 
a  born  party  man.  What  was  right  ten  or  twenty 
years  ago  may  not  be  right  now.  We  are  advanc- 
ing, improving,  and  must  go  with  the  crowd,  or  go 
down.  That  is  the  American  of  it  all.  Certain 
new  conditions  are  always  arising  which  must  be 
met.  and  new  laws  enacted  to  govern  these  condi- 
tions. We  have  not  yet  come  to  that  state  of 
theory  which  the  Chinese  claim  as  the  only  true 
state  of  happiness  in  store  for  us  poor  mortals 
here  below.  Division  232  had  a  slight  touch  of  the 
Chinese  trouble  this  summer,  but  there  is  a  slight 
improvement  at  present,  and  we  are  looking  for  a 
larger  attendance  at  meetings  from  now  on. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  worthy  C.  C,  Brother 
Straw  horn,  who  has  been  seriously  ill  with  typhoid 
fever,  is  improving,  and  we  will  be  glad  to  greet 
Brother  Joe  again  in  his  accustomed  place.  Some 
of  our  boys  had  a  chance  to  handle  the  M.  A. 
Hanna  special  while  in  this  part  of  tbe  country,  and 
were  agreeably  surprised  to  receive  a  card  marked 
"Compliments  of  M.  A.  Hanna."  and  a  SS  bill  for 
each  conductor,  brakeman.  fireman  and  engineer 
employed  on  the  train.  Come  again.  Mark,  wht-n 
you  feel  that  'er  way.  Brother  Chas.  Stewart  has 
gone  out  on  the  new  line  of  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R. 
and  now  runs  out  of  Yankton.  Sioux  City  has  just 
got  settled  down  to  business,  after  holding  a  car- 
nival of  one  week,  and  it  truly  was  "the  best 
ever  "  Parades  every  afternoon  and  evening,  and 
a  good  time  all  the  time.  If  there  is  anybody  in 
this  whole  land  who  thinks  this  city  at  all  sleepy, 
they  should  have  been  here  the  closing  day.  Tbe 
L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  of  this  city  is  taking  in  new  mem- 
bers right  along,  so  I  hear,  and  we  are  glad  of  it. 
The  more  the  merrier,  when  chicken-pie  suppers 
are  in  style  again.  Dean  Richmond. 

Sioux  City.  Iowa. 

x2> 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Shall  not  our  claim  to  the  leadership  in  the  labor 
world  take  another  step  forward?  Have  we  not 
come  to  the  forks  of  the  road  where  our  social  and 
business  duties  should  divide,  that  neither  may 
suffer?  Are  not  the  responsibilities  which  are  de- 
volving upon  the  Grand  Division  important  enough 
to  command  its  entire  attention,  that  they  may  be 
properly  and  quickly  performed  without  compli- 
cation with  the  social  functions  which  have  in  the 
past  detracted,  rather  than  assisted  its  labors? 
Are  we  still  in  need  of  tbe  "balance  wheel"  of  the 
permanent  membership?  Can  we  not  endorse 
every  truth  of  H  W.  G..  in  tbe  September  num- 
ber, and  ask  him  to  go  one  step  further  along  tbe 
line  of  progress— that  the  sessions  of  the  Grand 
Division  be  held  at  its  headquarters? 

Under  such  conditions  some  of  our  Brothers  that 

are  wasting  midnight  oil  looking  for  methods  to 

raise  funds  tor  the  support  of  "the  old  conductor" 

could  find  them  in  the  saving  shown  in  that  article 

and  still  have  a  surplus  to  devote  to  tbe  worthier 

cause  so  nobly  advocated  by  Brother  Ingram. 
Toledo.  Ohio.  L.  E.  J. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Thank  you.  Captain  Barber,  for  "my  promotion- 
shoulder-straps  and  three  stars.  I  wonder  what 
rank  that  means?— but  I  would  be  satisfied  with  the 
position  of  high  private,  if  the  railway  men  would 
actually  do  something  for  the  welfare  and  protec- 
tion of  those  that  are  unfortunate,  and  I  hope  that 
some  solution  of  the .  subject  will  be  arrived  at 
when  we  meet  at  St.  Paul  next  May.  Some  of  onr 
good  Brothers  say,  give  the  old  conductor  a  job 
and  he  will  take  care  of  himself.  So  he  wonld.  if 
be  only  had  the  job  and  was  physically  able  to 
perform  the  duties  required  of  him.  but  where 
will  he  get  it.  He  has  spent  all  his  savings  already 
looking  for  work,  but  he  is  too  old  (or  one  of  his 
fingers  is  gone),  and  he  is  still  looking.  What 
are  you  going  to  do  about  it?  Nothing? 

The  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  has  been  or- 
ganized over  thirty  years,  and  by  and  through 
its  efforts  since  its  organization  great  good  has 
been  accomplished.  Conductors  today  are  drawing 
fifty  per  cent  more  salary  than  they  would  be 
drawing  had  it  not  been  for  tbe  Order.  The  wages 
of  tbe  conductors  on  the  Michigan  division  of  the 
Lake  Shore  Railway  were  increased  one  hundred 
dollars  for  the  year  through  the  efforts  of  the  ad- 
justing committee  of  that  road,  and  the  trainmen 
were  benefitted  in  the  same  ratio.  Now.  did  the 
committee  accomplish  this  simply  because  of  the 
committee?  or  was  it  because  of  tbe  Order  that 
was  behind  tbem?  And  if  it  was  tbe  Order  that 
made  it  possible  for  this  committee's  success, 
then  where  does  the  old  conductor  who  helped  to 
make  and  build  ,  up  tbe  Order  come  in?  Is  he  not 
entitled  to  some  consideration?  I  say  that  if  it 
was  the  Order,  if  it  was  because  of  these  old  con- 
ductors who  conducted  the  affairs  of  their  Divi- 
sions and  the  affairs  of  the  Order  at  large  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  it  possible  to  obtain  this  in- 
crease in  salaries  and  overtime,  etc..  then  tbe  con- 
ductor of  today  should  appreciate  that  fact  and 
be  willing  to  reciprocate  in  some  way  for.  the 
service  the  old  man  bas  already  performed.  What 
kind  of  a  howl  do  you  suppose  would  arise  along 
the  lines  of  any  of  the  roads  where  material  in- 
creases in  earnings  have  occurred  since  our  last 
Grand  Division  meeting  if  a  proposition  should 
be  made  to  those  concerned  to  donate  to  the  old 
conductor  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  increase? 
What  do  you  suppose  they  would  say?  Wouldn't 
they  say:  "Ob.  yes:  I  have  taken  an  obligation  all 
right,  and  I  believe  in  the  principles  of  Fidelity. 
Justice  and  Charity  all  right,  and  especially  Jus- 
tice, but  as  for  my  giving  up  any  of  my  hard- 
earned  money.  I  simply  won't  do  it.  Let  the  old 
conductor  take  care  of  himself."  Now.  that's 
charity:  that's  justice  with  a  vengeance,  ain't  it? 
Well,  my  Brother,  it  is  not  intended  that  you  shall 
give  up  any  of  your  money.  Among  the  funds 
already  accumulated  there  is  a  fund  known  as  the 
Order  Fund,  which  I  believe  consists  of  several 
dollars,  and  is  gradually  increasing.  You  have 
already  paid  in  your  money  to  create  this  fund, 
and  so  has  the  old  conductor.  The  money  is  there 
doing  n  .thing  but  drawing  interest,  and  what  for? 
I  suppose  to  draw  from  in  the  case  of  a  strike. 
Well,  we  hope  we  won't  have  any  strikes. 
Now.  why  can't  the  Grand  Division  at  St.  Paul  set 
aside  $50,000  of  that  fund  for  the  old  conductor  or 
his  widow  and  orphan?  The  only  reason  I  can  see 
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why  they  can't,  is  because  the  delegates  at  St. 
Paul  may  not  vote  in  favor  of  it.  Bat  if  by  any 
means  they  should  set  aside  $50,000.  what  then? 
Let  the  Grand  Chief  Conductor  appoint  a  commit- 
tee to  decide  upon  some  investment  of  the  fund 
that  will  establish  a  business  that  will  not  only 
famish  employment  for  some  member  of  the  old 
conductor's  family,  but  wherein  there  will  be 
sufficient  profit  to  make  the  enterprise  self-sus- 
taining, and  let  this  committee  have  power  to  act. 
tad  at  once  commence  business.  I  suppose  you 
wonder  why  such  haste.  Well.  I'll  tell  you  how 
it  looks  to  me.  Ten  years  ago  conductors  were 
dismissed  from  the  service  unless  they  would  with- 
draw from  the  Order.  Railway  companies  did  all 
it  their  power  to  break  down  the  several  organi- 
zations of  railway  employes,  because,  forsooth, 
they  demanded  and  ultimately  obtained  good 
wages.  And  it  was  damaging  to  a  company's 
•nances  that  their  employes  should  belong  to  any 
organization  of  labor.  These  same  old  conductors 
were  on  deck  then,  and  they  didn't  withdraw.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Order  kept  on  and  on.  until  the 
companies  changed  their  tactics,  but  not  their 
designs.  Their  intention  is  now  just  as  it  was 
theu-to  cut  the  wages  of  the  employe  when  the 
proper  time  comes,  just  about  in  half,  and  they 
will  do  it.  if  you  don't  watch  them. 

The  companies  then  commenced  with  the  stu- 
dent business,  the  age  limit  business,  and  the 
"No  cripple  need  apply"  business,  and  what  is  the 
result?  An  army  of  unemployed  experienced 
railway  men  that  they  can  draw  from  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  An  army  of  weary,  heart-sick  ex- 
con  doctors  or  trainmen  who  have  loved  ones  de- 
pending upon  them  as  well  as  you  have.  who. 
much  as  they  would  resent  that  vile  epithet  of 
Mb.  would  (a  large  number  of  them),  thank  God 
tor  an  opportunity  to  again  support  their  loved 
ones,  and  they  would  accept  a  position  at  reduced 
pay.  because  of  necessity,  and  because  you,  my 
Brother,  neglected  to  furnish  or  provide  employ- 
ment or  protection  for  the  ex-railway  man.  but 
said  let  the  old  conductor  alone.  Get  him  a  job 
and  he  will  take  care  of  himself.  Well,  he's  got  a 
job  now.  but  it  happens  to  be  the  train  that  you 
nsed  to  run.  He  ain't  getting  the  wages  you 
used  to  get,  but  still  it's  pretty  good— better  than 
he  has  been  getting  for  the  past  five  or  six  years. 
Now.  can  you  blame  him  for  taking  your  train? 
Do  you  think  that  the  railway  companies  will  not 
dare  to  make  a  ten  per  cent  reduction  in  wages? 
Why  not?  They  have  the  country  full  of  ex-men. 
and  they  made  ex-men.  for  a  purpose.  Now,  what 
can  you  do  to  counteract  the  scheming  of  the 
companies?  What  better  way  is  there  than 
to  build  up  an  industry  that  will  furnish 
employment  for  the  railway  man  who  is  out  of  a 
job?  Give  him  a  home,  so  that  when  the  com- 
panies call  on  the  ex-railway  men  to  take  your 
places  there  won't  be  any  to  answer  the  call,  and 
yon  and  your  job  are  protected.  You  might  even 
afford  to  give  a  small  pittance  once  in  a  while 
than  not  to  have  these  men  taken  care  of.  Don't 
say  yon  can't  do  anything:  that  it  is  too  big  an 
undertaking-,  that  it  is  impossible.  It  is  not  I  You 
can  do  it.  You  ought  to  do  it.  and  ought  to  do  it 
right  away. 

Thank  you.  Brother  Ingram,  for  your  estimate 


of  profits  in  the  manufacturing  of  uniforms— $300,- 
000.  Well,  we  will  cut  that  figure  in  half-make  it 
$150,000  profit  in  one  year  on  uniforms  alone,  and 
mark  you,  this  is  after  all  wages  have  been  paid. 
Now.  take  up  the  overall  and  shoe  business— cant 
we  make  another  $150,000  profit  out  of  that  too?  and 
Capt.  Barber's  ladies'  furnishings,  too?  Seems  to 
me  that  in  a  few  years  an  immense  business  could 
be  built  up  that  would  furnish  employment  and  a 
profit  besides,  and  we  would  not  have  to  ask  a 
single  one  outside  of  railway  people  to' patronize 
us.  Pive  million  people  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  supported  by  the  railways!  Suppose  that 
one-half  of  them  should  buy  one  pair  of  shoes 
each  year  .tat  a  profit  of  one  cent  per  pair— $250,000 
profit  in  shoes— and  we  could  make  just  as  good  a 
shoe  as  the  Emmerson,  Douglas  or  Hanan.  and 
could  sell  it  for  less  money.  Oh.  I  suppose  you 
will  say  Osborne  is  visionary.  Maybe  I  am.  It 
would  not  have  been  possible  to  do  this  ten  years 
ago.  but  now  it  is.  The  Order  of  Railway  Conduc- 
tors is  strong  enough,  and  the  other  railway  or- 
ganizations are  strong  enough,  so  that  there  would 
be  no  such  word  as  fail. 

On  October  7.  at  Toledo,  occurred  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  successful  union  meetings  of 
railway  employes  ever  held,  and  if  you  had  all 
heard  the  speeches  of  the  chief  officers  of  the 
organizations  it  would  have  set  you  thinking  about 
this  very  subject  of  a  possible  and  probable  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  pay  of  employes  in  the  very 
near  future.  Railway  companies  do  not  pay  the 
wages  now  prevalent  because  they  love  their  men, 
but  because  they  simply  have  to  do  so.  but  just  as 
sure  as  the  sun  shines  the  cut  will  come,  and  then 
—well,  thenl  Another  good  conductor  had  a 
troublous  time  last  Sunday  at  the  meeting  of 
Toledo  Division,  but  he  finally  got  through"all 
right  and  is  now  on  a  regular  run.  There  wasn't 
very  many  present  that  day.  consequently  the 
candidate  did  not  have  a  very  heavy  train  nor 
much  work  to  do.  Our  register  only  shows  fifty- 
eight  conductors  present.  Brothers,  you  must  at- 
tend meetings  better.  It  is  a  shame  that  you  can't 
come  to  Division  at  least  twice  a  month.  That's 
all  we  will  ask.  just  twice  each  month. 

Toledo.  Ohio.  B.  P.  Osborne. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Our  long  silence  may  look  like  indifference,  but 
we  have  been  interested  in  our  official  organ,  par- 
ticularly the  correspondent's  columns,  in  which 
our  Brothers  air  their  different  opinions  on  every 
thing  under  the  sun  that  affects  our  welfare,  both 
individually  and  as  an  organization.  One  of  the 
subjects  much  talked  about  is  the  holding  of  Divi- 
sion meetings  on  Sunday.  I  heartily  agree  with 
the  writers  that  we  should  hold  our  meetings 
during  the  week,  yet  were  it  so  done,  quite  a  num- 
ber of  Divisions  would  have  to  surrender  their 
charter,  of  which  number  old  37  would  be  one. 
Our  membership  is  principally  out  of  town,  and 
as  a  rule  it  is  a  struggle  to  get  out  much  more  than 
a  quorum,  and  were  it  not  for  those  who  are  not  in 
active  service  who  attend,  this  even  would  not  be 
possible.  We  have  had  four  or  five  applications 
lately.  It  is  essential  to  the  life  of  any  organiza- 
tion to  get  in  new  blood.  Brother  O.  B.  Goddard 
started  out  yesterday  on  his  first  trip,  and  was 
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very  successful  in  meeting  with  no  serious  mis- 
haps. 

Quite  a  number  of  our  members  in  37  have  been 
unfortunate  this  past  year  in  being;  in  wrecks,  etc.. 
through  which  they  have  lost  their  positions.  Our 
worthy  S.  and  T..  Brother  Sam  Phipps.  was  the 
latest  one  to  suffer,  by  running:  into  Brother 
Crook's  rear  end  at  Clifton  some  eigrht  weeks  ago. 
Brother  Phipps  has  run  the  construction  train  for 
thirty-five,  years  with  unequaled  success,  but  fate 
at  last  overtook  him.  We  trust  the  company  will 
remember  his  past  record  and  give  him  an  easier 
berth.  Brother  Wm.  Barnes  was  out  to  meeting; 
yesterday,  after  a  ten  weeks*  struggle  with  muscu- 
lar rheumatism.  He  hopes  to  resume  duties  soon. 
The  different  organizations  on  the  New  Jersey 
Central  are  holding;  sessions  daily  with  the  super- 
intendents for  a  new  schedule  of  wages.  Coal 
business  on  the  New  Jersey  Central  is  light,  owing; 
tolthe  strike  now  going;  on  in  the  Wilkesbarre 
region.  It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  read  the 
glowing;  tribute  paid  by  "Operator,"  in  the  last 
issue  of  The  Conductor  to  the  worth  of  Brother 
Wm.  H.  Zerbey,  who  is  a  candidate  for  the  office 
of  Prothonotary.  and  I  believe  Brother  Zerbey 
will  make  it.  as  everybody  seems  to  be  enthusi- 
astic in  booming  his  name  for  the  office.  I  under- 
stand Brother  Arthur  Law  is  braking  out  of  At- 
lantic City,  on  the  W.  J.  &  Sea  Shore  R.  R. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  be  a  delegate  to  the  Third 
International  Conference  of  the  R.  R.  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
which  (held  its  sessions  in  Philadelphia,  October 
11  to  14,'inclusive.  Over  MOO  delegates  were  in  at- 
tendance. The  addresses  were  of  the  highest 
order.  The  great  "Pennsy"  system  was  ably  rep- 
resentedjby  A.  J.  Cassatt.  Chas.  R.  Pugh  and  John 
Greene,  who,  as  one  of  the  chairmen  said,  were 
hard-headed  business  men,  who  recognized  what 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  doing  to  make  the  personnel  of 
their  men  of  a  higher  order,  and  were  present  to 
encourage  the  association  by  voice  and  finance. 
The  L.  S.  R.  R.  was  ably  represented  in  an  off- 
hand address  by  its  president.  Mr.  W.  A.  Baldwin, 
while  the  D.  &  R.  G.  was  stalwartly  in  it  when 
Mr.  C.  M.  Hobbs.  its  general  purchasing  agent, 
arose  to  address  the  delegates.  Other  eminent 
speakers,  such  as  Rev.  Dr.  Cuyler,  Jno.  R.  Mott. 
Fred  B.  Smith,  and  last  but  not  least.  Father 
Coffin.  Jno.  Wannamaker  also  spoke  a  few  words 
of  welcome,  while  Miss  Helen  Gould  and  Mrs. 
Russell  {Sage  were  interested  spectators.  The 
delegates!represented  all  positions  in  railway  life, 
and  nearlylevery  religious  denomination  was  rep- 
resented, but  all  this  was  forgotten  when  men 
pleaded  Iwith  their  fellow  man  to  accept  Christ  as 
their  Savior.  As  nearly  every  speaker  expressed 
it.  to  accomplish  anything,  one  cannot  sit  with 
folded  hands,  but  must,  in  order  to  help  his 
brother,  get  in  personal  touch  with  him.  Three 
special  trains  rounded  out  this  convention  by 
taking  the  delegates  to  Atlantic  City  as  guests  of 
the  P.  R.  R.  One  lady  in  attendance  at  one  of  the 
meetings  said :  "My  respect  for  the  railroad  man 
has  been  increased  one  hundred  per  cent  since 
listening  to  the  testimonies  of  these  earnest  men. 
The  world  needs  heroes  to  make  it  brighter  and 
better,  but  they  do  not  have  to  go  any  farther  than 
the  ranks  of  the  railroad  men  to  find  its  share." 

Railroad  officials  are  beginning  to  realise  that 


men  have  something  more  than  their  bodies  to 
take  care  of,  and  the  higher  the  standard  among 
men,  the  better  the  service  they  can  expect. 
Brother  J.  O.  West,  of  the  C,  B.  &  Q.  system,  out  of 
Ottumwa.  Iowa,  came  on  as  a  delegate,  and  is  vis- 
iting among  relatives  here  and  Belvidere.  More 
anon.  W.  C.  Rowland. 

Phillipsburg;  N.  J. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  kept  silent  a  long  time  and  I 
think  it's  time  I  was  saying  a  word  for 
the  good  of  the  Order.  Division  381  is 
pushing  along  in  grand  shape.  Have  had 
several  candidates  to  work  on  lately.  Our  attend- 
ance is  on  the  increase  which  is  enough  to  make 
the  faithful  stand-bys  feel  that  their  efforts  have 
not  been  wholly  for  naught.  Some  of  our  Brothers 
have  been  quite  ill.  especially  Brother  Robertson. 
Brother  Nelson  was  off  for  several  days  on  account 
of  a  sprained  ankle.  Brother  Nelson's  was  the 
first  sick  benefit  claim  we  have  had  to  pay.  so  now 
see,  Brothers,  a  practical  illustration  of  the  bene- 
fits derived  from  the  sick  and  funeral  benefit  fund. 
At  our  last  meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of  of  hav- 
ing G.  J.  C.  Brother  Corbett  with  us.  He  gave  us 
a  nice  talk  and  also  some  instructions  that  I  am 
sure  are  remembered  and  appreciated  by  the  Di- 
vision. There  was  a  nice  attendance  and  all  in  all 
we  bad  a  nice  meeting.  Come  again.  Brother 
Corbett.  Well,  the  next  thing  up  is  our  third  an- 
nual ball  on  Thanksgiving.  That  it  wlil  be  a  suc- 
cess we  feel  confident  and  the  boys  are  as  glad  to 
see  their  friends  and  acquaintances  as  some  candi- 
date for  office,  the  only  difference  being  that  the 
Brothers  have  some  sincerity  in  their  geniality, 
and  the  only  way  to  get  away  is  to  purchase  a  ball 
ticket.  In  my  next  I  will  tell  you  something  more 
about  the  ball.  Our  election  of  officers  soon  oc- 
curs. Let  us  choose  with  an  eye  and  mind  to  the 
fact  that  it  is  imperative  that  we  select  the  best. 
Do  not  elect  some  one  to  an  office  or  to  represent 
us  in  Grand  Division  just  because  he  or  they  are 
good  fellows.  Choose  capable  men  and  our  Divi- 
sion will  not  want.  381. 

Evansville.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  304  is  progressing  nicely:  we  have  initi- 
ated ten  members  this  year  and  received  five  by 
transfer  card  and  have  two  applications  on  hand 
and  one  candidate  to  initiate  at  our  next  regular 
meeting.  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  has  got  so  we  can't 
get  an  Order  man  a  position  on  this  district  of  the 
I.C.:  there  have  been  ten  men  promoted  since  there 
has  been  one  hired  as  a  conductor.  I  don't  think 
we  ought  to  sign  another  agreement  with  the  com- 
pany unless  there  is  a  provision  made  to  hire  one 
conductor  and  promote  two  brakemen.  Things 
are  quite  different  on  the  Louisiana  division.  They 
hire  nearly  all  their  conductors,  requiring  them  to 
brake  only  long  enough  to  learn  the  road.  I  be- 
lieve we  could  get  two  or  three  conductors  posi- 
tions here  this  winter  if  we  would  take  the  matter 
up  with  our  trainmaster  and  superintendent,  show- 
ing them  where  we  have  the  right  to  expect  it  and 
where  our  request  is  consistent  with  the  agree- 
ment under  which  we  work.  Brothers,  let's  not 
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let  this  matter  drop  until  we  have  done  something: 
for  the  good  of  our  Brothers  out  of  work.  We  have 
all  been  putting  up  with  students  and  teaching: 
them  the  business,  and  working  hard  to  get  them 
promoted  when  there  were  Order  men  here  on  the 
trip  flagging  and  had  to  leave.  Brothers,  don't  you 
think  we  have  done  enough  for  our  flagmen?  Let's 
all  work  together  to  get  some  Order  man  work.  I 
know  we  can  accomplish  some  good  if  we  try.  We 
can  at  least  carry  out  onr  obligation. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Wood,  our  trainmaster  for  the  past 
foor  years,  has  resigned  to  accept  a  position  with 
the  Detroit  Street  Railway  Co..  which  I  under- 
stand is  quite  an  important  one.  Mr.  Wood  was 
very  popular  with  all  the  employes  on  this  district. 
He  was  kind  and  obliging  to  all  and  to  show  our 
appreciation  quite  a  crowd  of  employes  met  at  his 
office  the  other  night  and  presented  him  with  a 
valuable  diamond.  Brother  A.  C.  Green  made  the 
preseatation  in  a  very  graceful  manner.  Mr.  A.  R. 
Taylor  succeeds  Mr.  Wood  and  Brother  J.  A. 
Ravieare  takes'Mr.  Taylor's  place  as  chief  dis- 
patcher. They  are  both  good  men  and  well  liked 
by  all.  There  is  some  talk  of  the  I.  C.  retiring  all 
employes  in  the  transportation  department  over 
the  age  of  sixty  years  and  giving  them  a  pension. 
If  this  is  done  it  won't  affect  us  much  as  we  have 
eolya  few  of  that  age.  The  plan  is  to  pension 
them  (which  might aeem  fair  to  some)  but  I  think 
it  would  work  a  hardship  on  those  men  who  are 
living  the  company.good  service  and  have  large 
families  depending  on  them,  besides  they  have 
been  in  active  service  so  long  they  could  not  feel 
satisfied  doing  anything  else.  We  have  several 
men  who  are  near  the  age  of  GO  who  can  give  us 
middle  age  men  points  in  getting  over  the  road. 
The  Louisiana  division  has  done  away  with  regu- 
lar crews  on  all  the  manifest  runs  but  two.  putting 
the  crews  in  the  chain  gang.  Brother  T.  J.  Savage 
hat  been  appointed  trainmaster  on  the  Little  J.  a 
branch  of  the  I.  C.  out  of  Jackson.  Miss.,  with 
headquarters  at  Natchez.  This  is  quite  a  compli- 
ment to  Brother  Savage  as  he  has  been  out  of  the 
service  nearly  two  years  and  it  was  a  case  of  where 
the  office  sought  the  man. 

Brother  D.  C.  Latimer  has  bought  Allison's 
Wells,  a  summer  resort  nine  miles  north  of  Canton, 
and  has  improved  tb^e  place  a  great  deal.  The 
water  has  a  national  reputation  and  a  prettier 
Place  cannot  be  found  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Brothers  Owens.  Rust  and  Bittis  have  all  been 
quite  sick  but  are  better  now.  Brother  Owens, 
who  is  our  S.  and  T..  has  had  a  very  hard  time  of 
it  being  off  nearly  four  months  and  not  able  for 
duty  yet.  Brother  Dan  Burns  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  on  the  G.  &  S.  I.  Brother  Burns  is 
well  known  on  the  I.  C.  as  he  ran  a  train  here  sev- 
eral years.  He  has  thirteen  Order  men  working 
for  him.  six  of  them,  members  of  Division  304.  I 
understand  that  he  never  turns  one  away  when  he 
can  find  a  place  for  him. 

I  noticed  a  letter  In  the  October  Conductor 
signed.  Water  Valley,  Miss.,  which  must  be  a  mis- 
take as  the  writer  speaks  of  a  Brother  who  was 
ran  over  by  a  negro  on  a  wheel  while  he  was  pass- 
ing from  one  street  car  to  another,  an  occurrence 
that  could  not  have  happened  in  Water  Valley,  as 
they  have  no  street  cars  and  I  never  saw  a  negro 
oo  a  Kbeel  there.  Through  business  is  good  here 


but  our  local  business  is  quite  dull.  Cotton  crop,- 
is  very  short  and  merchants  buying  (very  little  -! 
goods.  I  will  try  and  write  again  soon  andShope  ,> 
that  I  can  say  business  is  good  and  we  are  hiring;  £ 
Order  men.    [J.  B.  T.  was  credited  to  i Water 
Valley.  Miss.,  in  error.    It  should  have  read 
Savannah.  Ga— Ed.]  .  O.  A.  Harrison.  . 

Canton.  Miss 

<5 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Statement  of  the  receipts  of  the  Railway  Men'a  ' ! 
Home  for  the  month  of  October.  1900: 
o.  r.  c.  DIVISIONS. 


NO.  AMT. 

27  $  5  00 

32   5  00 

44  . 15  00 

101  l   2  00 

157  :   15  00 

172   12  00 

173   12  00 


NO.  AMT. 

178  $12  0B 

217   3  50 

222   12  00  - 

256   12  00 

260   5  00. 

274   5  0ft- 

326   3  fir 


Total  $118  50  o 

L.  A.  TO  O.  R.  C.  DIVISIONS. 

NO.  AMT. 

57  $10  00  .  , 

59   10  00  5 


NO.  AMT. 

12  $  5  00 

47   5  00 


Total  -  -  $30  00 

PERSONALS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Brother  Walter  Wills  $10  00  !>1 

Jessie  G.  Forrester,  M.  D..  Books. 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Gates,  collected  from  Engineers. 
Trainmen.  Conductors,  and  Firemen  Auxili- 
aries  8  00 

Sold  second  hand  fruit  Jars   500' 

Freight  refunded   28  05 

Bill  refunded  on  clothing   2  95 

Brother  C.  A.  Flynn.  Lucas.  Iowa,  two  feather 
beds,  two  pillows,  seven  wool  blankets  and 
two  pillow  slips. 
L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T..  No.  3.  six  dozen  teaspoons. 
L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  No.  9.  two  dozen  teaspoons. 

SUMMARY. 

O.  R.C.  Divisions   118  50 

B.  L.  E.  Divisions   107  05 

B.  R.  T.  Lodges..  101  01 

B.  L.  F.  Lodges   28  50 

L.  A.  to  O.  R.  CL   30  00 

G.  I.  A  to  B.  L  E   71  00 

L.  S.toB.  L.  F   3100 

L.  A.  to  B-  R.  T   14  70 

Grand  Lodee  L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T   50  00 

Personals,  etc   54  00 


Grand  total  $605  76 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.  111.  Sec.  and  Treas. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  our  term  of  office  will  expire  before  we  are 
sixty  days  older,  and  in  reviewing  our  record  for 
1900  find  but  little  that  redounds  credit  to  said 
record  as  a  writer  and  would  suggest  that  the 
members  of  Division  44  "turn  in"  their  correspond- 
ent of  the  past  and  draw  a  new  one  when  they 
draw  their  supply  of  officers  for  1901.  as  we  will 
gladly  deliver  up  all  keys  and  company  property 
to  give  a  good  man  a  chance. 

We  are  only  too  glad  to  be  able  to  report  Brother 
Jake  Meyers,  who  had  such  a  serious  spell  of  sick- 
ness during  the  spring  and  summer,  back  on  his 
run,  looking  fine. 

Brother  Andy  Ingling  was  visiting  his  home  and 
friends  in  Denver  the  latter  part  of  October,  but 
has  returned  to  Rawlins,  Wyo.,  where  he  is  run- 
ning freight  on  the  U.  P. 
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Many  of  oar  members  that  were  "boys  together" 
with  the  writer  when  we  were  doing  all  the  laps  on 
freight  we  couldn't  get  out  of.  are  now  encased  in 
pretty  blue  uniforms  with  crowns  of  the  same, 
trimmed  with  rich  gold  cord,  and  to  say  our  boys 
look  swell  don't  cut  the  bell  cord.  Among  them 
we  notice  little  Jimmie  Rogers.  Johnny  Mann,  and 
so  many  more  we  can't  find  time  or  room  to  "line 
•em  up." 

Brother  Sam  Stewart,  so  widely  and  favorably 
known  as  a  yardmaster.  was.  during  the  presi- 
dential campaign,  touring  the  state  in  the  inter- 
ests of  some  railroad  men  who  are  aspirants  for 
office.  We  wish  we  could  only  get  a  full  train, 
loaded  with  such  railroad  men  as  Sam.  headed  in 
on  the  political  track  and  perhaps  less  of  the  fra- 
ternity would  get  the  "board"  turned  against  them 
when  their  hair  did  not  suit  the  taste  of  the  medi- 
cal examiner  or  they  could  not  pick  their  nose 
with  the  index  finger  of  their  right  hand  because 
they  had  worn  it  off  pointing  out  scenery  to  "ten- 
derfeet"  in  the  interest  of  some  railroad  company. 
Who  knows  but  some  of  our  common,  everyday 
conductors  might  fill  the  president's  chair  some 
day  if  thsy  will  devote  time  as  earnestly  to  politics 
as  they  have  to  railroading  in  years  gone  by? 

Brother  W.  W.  Hinkley  has  been  to  Wyoming 
where  he  hat  taken  up  a  fish  ranch  twice  during 
the  fishing  season.  He  has  a  comfortable  little 
house  on  the  same  and  the  stream  runs  right 
through  his  claim,  so  he  can  catch,  fry  and  eat  the 
beautiful  spotted  trout  on  Hinkley's  own  premi- 
ses. The  first  article  in  The  Conductor,  entitled 
"A  Trip  to  Trap  Lake."  by  "W.  D.  A.."  was  the  one 
caught  our  sporting  eye  at  once  and  called  to 
memory  one  similar  to  it  we  had  contemplated  for 
a  year,  but  did  not  take.  for.  raised  from  boyhood 
in  the  "wild  and  wooly  west,"  surrounded  by  game 
of  all  kinds,  from  the  meek-eyed  "cotton  tail"  to 
the  crossland  crabid  "silver  tip"  or  grizzly  bear,  it 
is  not  surprising  to  know  that  our  heart  still  leaps 
forth  with  joy  when  we  think  of  leaving  the  dusty 
confinements  of  railroad  life  in  the  rear,  and  about 
the  time  Old  Johnnie  Frost  has  painted  the  cotton- 
wood,  scrub  oak  and  quakenasp  leaves  a  delicate 
orange  hue,  seek  freedom  and  rest  in  some  se- 


cluded spot  in  the  heart  of  the  Rockies,  (where 
white  man  never  was  before),  and  where  nature 
had  painted  real  pictures  of  the  grandest  scenery 
on  earth,  with  sparkling  brooks  and  springs,  filled 
with  the  purest  water  in  the  world,  surrounded 
by  dense  forests  of  pine,  quakenasp  and  spruce, 
all  as  free  as  the  pure  air.  and  there  pitch  our  own 
little  tent  as  "monarch  of  all  we  survey."  together 
with  half  dozen  good  fellows  fry  your  own  bacon, 
"buckskin."  (Indian  name  for  deer),  delicious 
trout  and  drink  black  coffee  until  you  are  as  full  as 
a  pneumatic  bicycle  tire,  and  if  you  are  an  "old 
bach"  or  "grass"  widow-er.  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  an  ape-faced,  dumb-looking  waiter  is 
not  in  close  pursuit  ready  to  write  you  a  check  for 
twenty  cents  as  payment  in  full  for  a  cup  of  cold 
water  smothered  in  mud.  called  coffee  for  con- 
venience sake,  a  dish  of  cold  storage  oatmeal 
arranged  for  a  previous  date,  but  not  used.  After 
you  have  finished  the  meal  described,  lighted  yonr 
trusty  pipe  for  a  hearty  smoke,  and  settled  the 
little  bachelor's  quarrel  as  to  who  shall  wash  the 
dishes  and  unanimously  decide  to  "let  'em  go." 
either  gather  around  the  camp  fire,  which  you 
renew  with  a  few  rich  pine  knots  or  dry  limbs,  and 
there  chat  and  plan  for  the  morrow,  or  fill  your 
belt  with  Winchester  "soft-nosed"  ammunition 
and  slip  out  in  the  forest  to  chase  the  antelope 
over  the  plain  and  the  wild  prairie  chicken  bind 
with  a  chain. 

Brother  Mac  Ward  took  one  of  these  trips,  but 
did  not  say  anything  about  it  before  or  since. 
Guess  he  didn't  get  anything  or  he  would  surely 
have  sent  in  his  report.  We  did  not  overlook  the 
cute  little  verses  "On  the  Rip"  from  the  pen  of 
No.  7.  Many  more  good  things  in  the  same  issue 
caught  our  eye.  but  if  we  stop  to  switch  'em  out  we 
can't  make  our  meeting  point  with  Conductor 
Clark  at  Cedar  Rapids,  so  we  will  couple  up  with 
what  we  have  and  go.  so  "put  me  out"  at  "40"  and 
tell  'em  44  will  be  "into  clear"  for  1901.  with  "tail 
lights"  showing  white  for  all  worthy  O.  R.  C.  men 
bound  in  either  direction,  as  their  card  "rights" 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  road  will  entitle  them 
right  of  track  in  our  Division  yard. 

Denver.  Colo.  Hot  Tamales. 


2  . 

THOnPSOW'S  BLACKBERRY  PIES. 

[The  following  verses  were  written  when  the  writer  was  running  a  work  train  and  struggling  with 
the  Spanish  language,  during-  the  construction  of  the  Mexican  Central  Railway.  The  "eating  houses." 
so  called  from  habit  and  courtesy  in  those  days,  were  in  box  cars,  "spurred  out"  at  the  different  points, 
and  were  managed  by  Mr.  Wm.  Thompson  and  his  estimable  wife.  For  the  past  ten  years  Mr.  Thomp- 
son has  been  a  Pullman  conductor,  running  from  San  Antonio.  Tex.,  down  into  the  land  of  the  "serpent 
and  cactus."  Hoping  the  apology  is  adequate  to  the  offense.  I  now  append  the  Iines:J 


I'm  an  old-time  Rox.  off  half  the  roads. 
From  Maine  to  Mexico; 

And  I've  let  'em  down  the  mountain  sides 
Through  rain,  sleet,  hail  and  snow: 

But  the  toughest  deal  I  ever  got 
'Neath  clear  or  cloudy  skies. 

Was  the  desert  in  the  boarding  cars- 
Thompson's  Blackberry  Pies. 

In  Texas,  on  the  Sunset  Route. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
You  get  your  "squares"  three  times  a  day— 

They're  the  finest  in  the  land. 
But  in  Mexico,  where  the  Greaser  lives. 

And  the  skulking  cayote  cries. 
You  get  the  great  "what  is  it?" 

Thompson  s  Blackberry  Pies. 
From  Paso  del  Norte  to  the  end  of  the  line 


You  get  'em  three  times  a  day. 
They  look  like  a  sun-burnt  buffalo  chi] 
And  they're  dryer  than  Kansas  hay. 


They'd  knock  your  digestion  higher  n  a  kite. 

They'd  sever  friendship's  ties: 
They'd  make  a  Chinaman  cut  off  his  que— 

Thompson's  Blackberry  Pies. 

From  causes  many  and  startling. 

The  railroader  gives  up  the  ghost: 
And  the  verdict,  no  matter  how  soothing. 

Can  keep  him  from  going  to  roost. 
But  the  next  man  that  dies  on  the  Central. 

And  as  up  to  high  Heaven  he  flies. 
I  hope  they'll  bring  in  a  true  verdict  of 

Thompson's  Blackberry  Pies. 
O'er  the  plains  come  the  winds  of  bleak  winter; 

Blackberries  are  now  out  of  date. 
And  a  prayer  from  my  heart  goes  Heavenward 

As  the  joyous  fact  I  relate. 
May  the  future  prove  full  of  great  blessings. 

Let  us  hope  as  the  old  year  dies 
That  Heaven  may  protect  and  defend  us 

From  Thompson  s  Blackberry  Pies. 
Knoxville.  Tenn.  J  (A*  E.  Bates. 


Appropriate  Dress—  When  a  Right  to  Ride. 

In  a  recent  and  novel  case  brought 
against  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad 
Company,  the  question  was  whether  a 
man  bad  the  right  to  ride  in  the  saloon  of 
the  company's  steamer  in  his  shirt  sleeve. 
The  plaintiff  in  the  action  was  Garrett  H. 
Smith,  and  when  the  officers  of  the  boat 
refused  to  allow  him  a  ride  on  account  of 
his  costume  i.  e.,  because  of  being  in  his 
shirt  sleeves,  and  he  brought  suit  for 
damages.  On  the  trial  of  the  case  the 
jury  decided  that  a  man  was  not  appro- 
priately dressed  who  was  in  his  shirt 
sleeves  and  returned  a  verdict  against 
Mr.  Smith. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  this  is  exactly  a 
shirt  waist  case,  but  it  will  only  be  a 
short  time  when  the  shirt  waist  will  have 
to  be  judically  passed  upon. 

«& 

The  Weekly  Wage  Law  Sustained. 

Judge  Joseph  Leffler  of  the  Delaware 
County  Circuit  Court,  Indiana,  has  ren- 
dered a  decision  affirming  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  weekly  wage  payment 
law.  It  was  in  the  case  of  Daniel  McAbee, 
state  factory  inspector,  against  the  Re- 
public Iron  &  Steel  Company.  In  the 
ruling,  the  court  holds  that  the  law  does 
not  circumscribe  the  liberties  of  the  em- 
ployer any  more  than  the  failure  to  pay 
weekly  limits  the  liberty  of  the  employe. 

This  law  requires  railway  companies  to 
pay  employes  monthly.  This  has  been 
found  impracticable  as  from  ten  to  fifteen 
days  are  required  to  make  out  the  time 
and  pay-rolls  and  pay  the  men. 

Accident  Insurance  —  Classification  —  Es- 
toppel. 

Where  plaintiff  informed  the  defend- 
•tt's  agent  fully  of  the  manner  in  which 


he  conducted  (his  business;  that  he  was 
engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  cattle  to 
market,  and  usually  accompanied  and 
attended  them  on  the  way  and  applied 
for  a  policy  that  would  cover  accidents 
while  he  was  so  engaged.  The  agent 
submitted  the  application  with  all  the 
facts,  and  that  the  insurance  desired 
should  cover  accidents  while  engaged  in 
shipping  and  attending  the  cattle  to  mar- 
ket, and  was  classified  as  a  cattle  dealer 
or  broker  and  shipper,  and  given  a  policy 
which  the  agent  assured  him  covered 
accidents  sustained  when  engaged  in 
shipping  and  attending  cattle,  etc.  Plain- 
tiff relied  on  the  representations  and 
paid  the  premium  and  received  the  policy. 
Subsequently  plaintiff  lost  a  hand  by 
attempting  to  climb  upon  a  car  after  hav- 
ing attended  his  cattle  while  making  a 
shipment.  Held,  that  the  insured  having 
paid  for  the  policy  in  good  faith  of  the 
correctness  of  the  agent's  description  of 
his  occupation  and  classification  of  the 
risk,  the  law  will  not  permit  the  company, 
after  an  injury  has  occurerd,  to  change 
definition  of  the  plaintiff's  occupation, 
and  the  classification  of  the  risk,  to  his 
prejudice.  The  company  is  bound  by  the 
terms  of  the  contract  as  it  was  tinder- 
stood  and  entered  into  by  its  agent  with 
the  insured. 

Travelers  Ins.  Co.  vs.  Snowden.  Neb.  S.  C.  June 
30. 1900. 

Mutual  Accident  Insurance—  Cause  of  Death 
— Evidence. 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  issued  by  a 
mutual  association,  the  uncontradicted 
testimony  of  five  medical  experts  showed 
that  the  insured,  while  in  apparently  per- 
fect health,  sustained  an  injury  by  a  vio- 
lent fall  sufficient  to  cause  death  by  de- 
ficient circulation  through  weakening  of 
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%  the  heart,  occasioned  by  the  shock  and 
r]  the  local  injury.  After  a  month's  treat- 
ment, during  which  time  his  physician 
found  him  several  times  in  an  inparently 
'  dying  condition,  he  started,  in  an  un- 
healed  condition,  on  a  considerable  jour- 
V  ney,  and  without  any  other  known  cause 
'I  or  illness,  died  four  days  later.  The 
post  mortem  examination  reuealed  no 
.    cause  of  death  except  such  as  was  di- 
[   rectty  traceable  to  the  injury,  the  evi- 
dence  of  which  was  distinctly  visible. 
v_  Held,  That  the  testimony  was  sufficient 
to  submit  to  a  jury  the  question  whether 
death  of  the  insured  was  the  result  of 
:."  the  injury.   Judgment  for  defendant  re- 
•  versed  in  favor  of  plaintiff. 

■'K  Thorber  vs.  Commercial  Travelers  Mutual  Ac- 
%.  cidentAss'n.  N.  Y.  S. C,  May  10. 1900. 

.£  Constitution  and  By-Laws— Terms  of  Rein- 
.?<  statement. 

$/  In  an  action  upon  a  certificate  of  insur- 
ance, held, 
1.  That  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
fa  of  a  beneficial  association  constitute  a 
v  contract  between  the  association  and  a 
f,  member  {with  which  a  court  has  no  right 
^  to  interfere. 

i-;  2.  That  the  association  had  a  right  to 
.'.  refuse  to  reinstate  a  member  who  had 
£■  been  dropped  for  just  cause,  and,  having 
■■■  that  right,  it  also  had  a  right  to  impose 
terms  upon  which  such  member  should 
v.*'  be  reinstated. 

Saerwein  Etc.  Ass'n  vs.  Jaman.  N.  Y.  S.  C.  65 
N.  Y.  Sup.  501. 

Railroad  Law— Train  Service — Injury  to 
Passenger  Traveling  on  a  Pass. 

Where  a  passenger  on  a  railroad  train 
when  injured  is  traveling  on  a  pass  by 
\.    which  he  "assumes  all  risk  of  accident, 
v,    whether  occurring  from  negligence  or 
ft     otherwise,"  may  recover  for  the  injury  if 
it  is  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  com- 
pany.  This  decision  rests  on  the  rule  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
which  declares  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
^  <  carrier  who  undertakes  to  convey  a  pass- 
\i    enger  gratuitously  to  exercise  the  greatest 
possible  care  and  diligence,  and  that  any 
negligence  in  such  a  case  might  well  de- 
serve the  epithet  of  gross  negligence, 
fc.  Such  being  the  law,  the  contract  relied  on 


in  this  case  was  unavailing,  because  it  is 
a  contract  to  relieve  the  carrier  from  the 
consequences  of  its  own  gross  negligence, 
and  hence,  the  law  will  not  permit  such  a 
contract. 

Farmers  Etc.  Trust  Co.  vs.  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Ry.  Co..  U.  S.  C.  C.  Indiana.  102  Fed.  Rep.  17. 

m 

Injury  to  Passenger— Degree  of  Care  Re- 
quired. 

In  an  action  against  the  defendant  com- 
pany for  damages  for  injuries  resulting 
from  the  falling  of  a  seat  in  one  of  the 
passenger  coaches  the  court  held  that  the 
duty  of  the  railway  company  to  exercise  a 
high  degree  of  care  for  the  safety  of  its 
passengers  as  clearly  requires  that  that 
degree  of  care  to  be  exercised  in  provid- 
ing seats  in  its  cars  or  the  road-bed,  or 
in  running  its  trains. 

International.  Etc.  Ry.  Co.  vs.  Anthony.  Tex.  C. 
of  App.  57.  S.  W.  Rep.  897. 

The  Rights  of  Strikers  Clearly  Defined. 

In  discussing  the  reciprocal  rights  of 
employer  and  employe,  Justice  McLaugh- 
lin, of  the  New  York  Appellate  Court, 
said:  "It  cannot  be  seriously  questioned 
that  every  workman  has  the  right,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  say  for  whom  and  with 
whom  he  will  work.  This  right  is  given 
to  every  person  of  legal  age  who  is  com- 
petent to  act.  An  employer  has  the  abso- 
lute right  to  say  whom  he  will  employ, 
and  the  employe  has  the  right  to  say  by 
whom  he  will  be  employed  and  with  whom 
he  will  work.  The  right  is  reciprocal, 
and  once  that  right  is  destroyed  personal 
liberty  is  destroyed  and  chaos  reigns. 
And  if  one  has  the  right,  acting  in  his 
own  individual  capacity,  he  does  not  lose 
it  when  acting  with  others  clothed  with 
an  equal  right,  so  that  employers  may 
combine  and  say  that  they  will  not  em- 
ploy persons  who  are  members  of  a  labor 
organization,  and  laborers  may  combine 
and  say  they  will  not  work  for  employers 
who  engage  any  but  members  of  their 
labor  organization.  So  held,  in  case  of 
National  Protective  Association,  Etc.  vs. 
Enterprise  Association,  Etc.  N.  Y.  App. 
C.  May,  1900. 

Note.— Applying  this  doctrine  to  what  is  known 
as  blacklisting  among  railroad  companies  it  ap- 
pears that  the  law  upholds  blacklisting. 
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J.  A.  Middleton  has  been  elected  third 
vice-president  of  the  Erie. 

Moses  Williams  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad. 

L.  A.  Wilcox  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  I.  I.  &  I.  at  Kankakee,  111. 

G.  B.  Cliff  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  Seattle  &  Inter- 
national. 

S.  S.  Morris  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Chicago  &.  Alton  at  Bloom- 
ington,  111. 

F.  J.  Becheley  has  resigned  as  train- 
master of  the  Springfield  division  of  the 
Illinois  Central. 

Beriah  Warren  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis 
Troy  &  Eastern. 

L.  S.  Miller  has  been  made  assistant  to 
the  president  of  the  Erie,  with  head- 
quarters at  New  York. 

D.  Humphrey  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  freight  terminal  or  Chicago  dis- 
trict of  the  Illinois  Central. 

J.  H.  Mace  has  resigned  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  St.  Louis  division  of  the 
St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco. 

"W.  W.  Baggs  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent or  the  Apalachia  Short  Line, 
with  office  at  Apalachia,  N.  C. 

W.  S.  Jones  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  Rutland  Railroad. 
Headquarters  at  St.  Albans,  Vt. 

A.  B.  B.  Harris  has  been  appointed 
acting  superintendent  of  the  Georgetown 
&  Western  at  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

T.  D.  Coppage  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  St.  Louis  Iron  Mountain 
&  Southern  at  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

E.  H.  Coapman  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Springfield  division 
of  the  Illinois  Central  at  Clinton,  111. 

,  J.  D.  Moore  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Arkansas  division  of  the 
St.  Louis  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern. 

T.  F.  Dunaway  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  Nevada-California-Oregon 
Railroad.  Headquarters  at  Reno,  Nev. 

Frank  G.  Patterson  has  been  appointed 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 


the  Pittsburg  Johnstown  Ebensburgr& 
Eastern.   Headquarters  at  Altoona,  Pa. 

W.  G.  Pearce  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Seattle  &  Inter- 
national.  Headquarters  at  Seattle,  Wash. 

John  K.  Cowan  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent and  receiver  of  the  Pittsburg  & 
Western,  vice  Thomas  M.  King,  resigned. 

Harry  Flavin  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Colorado  divis- 
ion of  the  Union  Pacific  at  Denver,  Colo. 

W.  E.  Quinn  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Shreveport  &  Red  River 
Valley.  Headquarters  at  Shreveport, 
Texas. 

J.  A.  Middleton  has  been  elected  third 
vice-president  of  the  New  York  Susque- 
hanna &  Western.  Headquarters  at  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

John  H.  Freeh  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  main  line  of  the  Phila- 
delphia &  Reading  with  headquarters  at 
Reading,  Pa. 

G.  R.  Huntington  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  Minneapolis 
St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste  Marie.  Headquarters 
at  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

F.  T.  Dolan  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Chicago  division  of  the 
Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe.  Head- 
quarters at  Chicago,  111. 

P.  D.  Sheehan  has  been  appointed  train- 
master on  the  second  and  third  districts 
of  the  Kansas  City  Southern.  Head- 
quarters at  Poteau,  I.  T. 

James  Wilson  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Warren  & 
Corsicana  Pacific  at  Warren,  Texas,  vice 
J.  N.  Johnson,  resigned. 

Avery  Turner  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  middle  division  of  the 
Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe.  Head- 
quarters at  Newton,  Kas. 

H.  A.  Tice  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Oklahoma  division  of 
the  Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe.  Head- 
quarters at  Wichita,  Kas. 

G.  H.  Olmstead  has  been  appointed 
acting  superintendent  of  the  Montana 
division  of  the  Oregon  Short  Line.  Head- 
quarters at  Pocatello,  Idaho. 
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H.  H,  White  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Galveston  Houston  &  North- 
ern and  Texas  &  New  Orleans.  Head- 
quarters at  Houston,  Texas. 

C.  R,  Gray  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent transportation  of  the  St.  Louis 
&  San  Francisco  and  operated  lines. 
Headquarters  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

O.  Irwin  has  been  appointed  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  E.  &  A.  division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  lines  west  of  Pittsburg. 
Headquarters  at  Newcastle,  Pa. 

J,  H.  Elliott  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Springfield-St.  Louis  divi- 
sion of  the  St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco. 
Headquarters  at  Springfield,  Mo. 

Leonard  Goodwin  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  & 
New  England,  vice  W.J.  Young,  resigned. 
Headquarters  at  Pen  Argyle,  Pa. 

George  E.  Ayer  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Panhandle  division 
of  the  Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe. 
Headquarters  at  Wellington,  Kas. 

J.  M.  Walsh  has  been  appointed  acting 
superintended  of  the  Central  division  of 
the  St.  Louis  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern. 
Headquarters  at  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

J.  A.  Quinn  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Kansas  &  Oklahoma 
divisions  of  the  St.  Louis  &  San  Fran- 
cisco.   Headquarters  at  Monet,  Mo. 

A.  G.  McCausland  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Wilmington  & 
Col  umbia  division  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading,  with  headquarters  at  Camden, 
N.  J. 

C.  M.  Himmelberger has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  P.  H.  &  P.  and  the  G. 
&  H  branches  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading,  with  headquarters  at  Harris- 
burg,  Pa. 

A.  E.  Babcock  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Coronado  Railroad, 
vice  G.  E.  Babcock  whose  title  was  gen- 
eral manager.  Headquarters  at  Coron- 
ado, Cal. 

Charles  M.  Hays,  formerly  general 
manager  of  the  Grand  Trunk,  has  been 
chosen  president  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Company,  Headquarters  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

G.  O,  Sarvis  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Lebanon  Valley  and  East 
Pennsylvania  branches  of  the  Philadel- 
phia &  Reading,  with  headquarters  at 

Reading,  Pa. 


D.  W.  Saterlee  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant trainmaster  of  the  Perkiomen 
Railroad,  a  part  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading,  with  headquarters  at  East  Penn 
Junction,  Pa. 

W.  J.  McKee  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Arkansas  division  of  the 
St.  Louis  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern,  vice 
J.  D.  Moore  resigned.  Headquarters  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Henry  Wood  has  resigned  as  general 
manager  of  the  Choctaw  Oklahoma  & 
Gulf.  F.  I.  Gowen,  president  of  that  line, 
will  assume  the  duties  of  the  office  in 
addition  to  his  own. 

J.  L.  Welsh  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  South  &  North  Alabama 
and  Birmingham  Mineral  divisions  of 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville.  Headquarters 
at  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Elijah  Smith  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Eel  River  railroad,  that  portion  of 
the  Wabash  lying  between  Logansport, 
and  Butler.  Ind.,  the  lease  of  the  Wabash 
having  been  annulled. 

W.  S.  Carson  has  been  appointed  train- 
master on  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading. 
Mr.  Carson  held  the  position  of  general 
yardmaster  of  the  Terminal  Railroad  As- 
sociation of  St.  Louis. 

Roland  P.  Johnson  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  S.  V.  division  of  the 
Norfolk  &  Western;  his  jurisdiction  ex- 
tending over  the  territory  between  Will- 
iamson and  Kenova,  W.  Va. 

E.  W.  Cram  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Bangor  &  Aroostook,  and  succeeds 
A.  A.  Burleigh,  who  preferred  the  vice- 
presidency  or  that  road.  Mr.  Cram  will 
continue  as  general  manager. 

A.  E.  Law  has  been  appointed  assistant 
general  superintendent  of  the  "Northern 
Pacific.  Headquarters  at  Tacoma,  Wash. 
He  succeeds  Mr.  W.  G.  Pearce  who  be- 
comes assistant  to  general  manager. 

Charles  A.  Beech,  recently  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Atlantic  City  divi- 
sion of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading,  has 
been  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
Philadelphia  division  of  that  road,  vice 
W.  A.  Garrett,  transferred. 

Jacob  M.  Funk  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  Crooked  Creek  Railroad.  Head- 
quarters at  Lehigh,  Iowa.  F.  E.  Wilson 
has  been  elected  secretary  and  general 
manager  of  the  same  road,  with  head- 
quarters at  Webster  City,  Iowa. 
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Charles  M.  Hays,  now  general  manager 
of  the  Grand  Trunk,  has  been  selected 
for  the  presidency  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  to  succeed  the  late  Collis  P. 
Huntington.  He  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
make  the  selection,  and  the  work  of  the 
committee  has  been  approved  by  the 
directors. 

The  directors  say  that  he  is  the  best 
possible  railroad 
man  for  the  presi- 
dency. He  is  thor- 
oughly en  rapport 
with  the  other  offi- 
cials, and  stands 
at  the  head  in  his 
knowledge  of  mod- 
ern methods  in 
railroading.  His 
management  is  ex- 
pected to  largely 
increase  the  net 
earning  ability  of 
the  vast  system. 

Mr.  '  Hays  will 
not  assume  his 
new  duties  until 
the  first  of  the 
year.  He  will  re- 
side in  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  will 
have  charge  of  the 
operations  of  the 
railroad,  with  C. 
H.Tweed  as  chair- 
man in  New  York. 
•Mr.  Hays  was 
born  at  Rock 
Island,  111.,  in  1856. 
On  the  10th  day  of  November,  1873,  he 
entered  railway  service  as  a  clerk  in  the 
passenger  department  of  the  Atlantic  & 
Pacific  Railway  at  St.  Louis.  From  Janu- 
ary to  March,  1874,  he  was  employed  in  the 
auditor's  office,  and  from  the  latter  date 
to  January,  1877,  as  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  general  superintendent.  From  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  to  April,  1884,  he  was  secretary 
to  the  general  manager  of  the  Missouri 
Pacific.  He  then  accepted  a  position  as 
secretary  to  the  general  manager  of  the 
Wabash,  St.  Louis  &  Pacific,  in  which 
capacity  he  remained  until  October,  1886, 
when  he  was  appointed  assistant  general 
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manager  of  the  same  road.  In  July  of 
the  same  year  he  was  made  general  man- 
ager of  the  Wabash  Western  Railway, 
and  in  July  he  was  made  general  mana- 
ger of  .the  Wabash  Railroad  Company, 
which  was  the  successor  to  the  Wabash 
Western  and  Wabash  Railways.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1894,  he  was  elected  vice-president 
and  general  manager  ot  the  Wabash  Rail- 
road, in  which  position  he  continued 
until  December 31, 
1895,  when  he  re- 
signed to  accept 
the  position  of 
general  manager 
of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway. 

Having  worked 
up  to  his  present 
position  from  an 
ordinary  clerk- 
ship, and  having 
had  much  experi- 
ence as  secretary 
to  general  mana- 
gers who  were  men 
of  ability  and 
merit,  Mr.  Hays 
has  had  a  thor- 
ough schooling 
and  a  wide  experi- 
ence and  his  suc- 
cess in  climbing 
up  as  he  has  and 
attaining  the  posi- 
tion he  has  at- 
tained at  a  com- 
paratively early 
age,  demonstrates 
very  fully  his  abili- 
ty and  marks  him  distinctly  as  a  self-made 
man.  He  is  appreciative  to  the  last  de- 
gree of  the  meaning  of  merit  in  railway 
service,  and  he  is  as  just  in  his  dealings 
with  his  subordinates  as  he  was  consci- 
entious when  he  was  a  subordinate  him- 
self. He  is  a  strict  disciplinarian,  but 
strict  discipline  does  not  necessarily 
mean  a  harsh  master.  He  demon- 
strates in  many  ways  his  kind  interest 
in  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  his 
army  of  employes  and  at  all  times  com- 
mands their  confidence,  as  well  as  their 
respect. 
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When  you  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name,  Division  number  and  address. 

J.  G.  Ashbridge,  Secretary  of  Division 
204,  desires  the  address  of  Brother  Samuel 
J.  Cameron  of  that  Division. 

4 

Brother  L.  A.  Wilcox,  a  member  of  Di- 
vision 118,  at  Streator,  111.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed trainmaster  of  the  1. 1.  &  I.  at  Kan- 
kakee, 111.  The  Conductor  tenders  its 
hearty  congratulations  and  wishes  Brother 
Wilcox  success. 

Brother  P.  D.  Sheehan,  of  Division  380, 
who  has  been  appointed  trainmaster  of 
the  second  and  third  districts  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  Southern,  carries  with  him  the 
best  wishes  of  all  in  his  new  field.  We 
wish  Brother  Sheehan  success. 

The  Conductor  is  pleased  to  mention 
the  promotion  of  Brother  W.  W.  Baggs 
of  Division  386,  to  the  position  of  super- 
intendent of  the  Apalachia  Short  Line,  at 
Apalachia,  N.  C,  and  extends  congratu- 
lations and  best  wishes  for  his  success. 

Brother  Roland  P.  Johnson,  of  Division 
351,  has  been  appointed  trainmaster  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  between  William- 
son and  Kenawa,  known  as  the  S.  V. 
division.  The  Conductor  extends  its 
congratulations  and  the  best  wishes  of 
the  members  of  the  Order  generally. 

We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  invita- 
tions from  Divisions  36,  89,  193  and  3,  to 
attend  balls  given  by  those  Divisions  on 
Oct.  31,  Nov.  22,  Nov.  30,  and  Nov.  15  re- 
spectively. The  invitations  of  Divisions  193 
and  89  were  in  the  form  of  a  31  train  order 
and  presented  a  very  unique  appearance. 

Brother  J.  T.  Savage,  of  Division  304, 
has  been  appointed  trainmaster  of  the  J. 
A.  division  of  the  Illinois  Central  at 
Natchez,  Miss.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  The 
Conductor  to  chronicle  these  promotions 
and  we  feel  that  the  Order  everywhere 
join  us  in  extending  to  Brother  Savage 
our  best  wishes  for  his  success. 

a 

Brother  William  Jordan,  a  member  of 
Division  108,  was  shot  and  dangerously 
wounded  on  October  17,  by  a  drunken 
negro  on  his  train.  The  negro  had  im- 
bibed from  a  bottle  of  forty-rod  whiskey 
after  getting  on  the  train,  until  he 
imagined  that  some  one  was  trying  to 

?lace  a  rope  about  his  neck.  Brother 
ordan  tried  to  induce  the  negro  to  keep 
quiet,  when  the  negro  thrust  a  Colt  navy 
revolver  in  his  face  and  sent  a  ball  into 


Brother  Jordan's  mouth.  We  hope  that 
justice  may  mete  out  the  same  punish- 
ment conjured  in  his  imagination  and  rid 
the  community  of  one  more  of  that  class 
which  menaces  its  safety. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  A.  G.  C.  C. 
Garretson  organized  Division  406  at  Mon- 
mouth, 111.  Not  having  the  report  of  the 
organization  at  hand,  we  can  give  no 
further  information  than  that  which  ap- 
pears in  the  directory  of  this  number. 

The  following  Division  Cards  have 
been  lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

CARD  NO.  NAME.  DIV.  NO. 

271  u  J.  H.  Dolan  53 

892  George  Bertram  178 

8185  W.  L.  Coulter  94 

9368  W.  C.  Smith  185 

10396  H.  J.  O'Brien  118 

One  of  the  pleasantest  meetings  was 
held  by  Division  41  at  Blue  Island,  111.,  on 
the  occasion  of  Brother  Corbitt's  visit  to 
them  on  Oct.  23.  The  Division  express 
high  appreciation  of  the  advice  and 
encouragement  given  them  by  Brother 
Corbitt  and  also  by  Brothers  Matthews  of 
Division  54,  O'Connor  of  Division  1,  and 
Flemming  and  Holland  of  222,  who  were 
welcome  visitors.  Division  41  has  had 
some  discouraging  experiences,  but  has 
bravely  met  and  conquered  every  one  and 
has  forged  steadily  ahead,  to  their  great 
credit. 

There  are  lying  in  the  general  office  of 
the  Order,  checks  for  the  following  named 
which  were  mailed  to  their  address  and 
returned  "unclaimed."  If  the  address  of 
any  of  them  can  be  given  it  will  be  appre- 
ciated: 

T.  H.  Wells,  formerly  member  Div.  1. 
C.  Monahan,      "  "        "  31. 

J.  D.  Hoover,     "  "         "  171. 

C.  S.  Abbott,     "  "        «'  209. 

F.  M.  Boughton,"  "        "  245. 

A.  B.  Lacey,      "  "        "  245. 

Edwin  C.  Madden,  third  assistant  post 
master  general  is  a  member  of  the  B.  of 
L.  E.  and  is  the  originator  of  the  idea  of 
putting  postage  stamps  up  in  books 
which  protect  them  from  sticking  to- 
gether or  to  other  things.  The  Metropoli- 
tan Philatelist  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  during  the  first  three  months  of  the 
sale  of  these  books  nearly  three  millions 
of  books,  valued  at  over  one  million  dol- 
lars, were  sold,  and  that  the  profit  to  the 
government,  of  four-fifths  of  a  cent  on 
each  book,  amounted  to  about  $25,000,  or 
at  the  rate  of  $100,000  per  year. 
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These  figures  are  undoubtedly  correct 
but  we  would  rather  have  the  amount 
saved  to  purchasers  of  stamps  than  the 
profits  of  the  government.  We  all  know 
more  or  less  about  postage  stamps  stuck 
together  in  the  pocket. 

Brother  M..S.  Bogert,  Secretary  of  Divi- 
sion 57,  has  adopted  a  most  interesting 
method  of  advising  the  members  of  that 
Division  on  matters  of  general  interest 
connected  with  the  Division.  He  issues 
at  stated  periods  a  postal  card  which  not 
only  gives  a  synopsis  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Division,  but  contains  many  valuable 
suggestions  and  reminders  to  the  mem- 
!  bers.  Brother  Bogert,  in  his  card  for 
October,  complimented  the  work  of  ye 
associate  editor  in  his  improvement  of 
The  Conducuor.  We  feel  grateful  for 
assurances  of  this  nature. 

«si 

Our  readers  and  members  must  not  tor- 
get  that  the  advertising  patronage  of  The 
Cojjductor  can  only  be  maintained  and 
increased  by  their  co-operative  efforts. 
Advertisers  must  have  some  evidence  that 
their  advertisements  are  being  read,  if 
they  would  continue  with  us.  Therefore, 
we  urge  particularly  upon  our  member- 
ship to  patronize  those  who  patronize 
|  them. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  call  attention 
to  our  increasing  advertising  patronage, 
but  this  can  be  doubled  it  our  readers 
will  co-operate  with  us,  answering  the 
advertisements  and  always  give  The 
I    Conductor  the  credit. 

In  replying  to  an  invitation  to  attend 
the  recent  union  meeting  of  the  railway 

r  Brotherhoods  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  Mr.  Chas. 
M.  Heald,  President  of  the  Pere  Marquette 
R'y,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the 

*  committee  on  invitations  which  breathes 
so  considerate  a  feeling  for  the  employes 
and  such  appreciation  of  the  efforts  and 
accomplishments  of  their  organizations  in 
the  upward  and  onward  movement  that 
we  feel  sure  it  will  be  read  with  pleasure 
by  all.  The  letter  was  as  follows: 

My  Dear  Sir:— I  am  in  receipt  of  your 
printed  invitation  to  be  present  at  your 
meeting  on  Sunday  next,  and  I  deeply  re- 
gret that  I  will  not  be  able  to  be  with  you. 

"I  concur  fully  in  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed in  your  circular  invitation,  that  it 
is  important  that  there  should  be  aclearer 
and  closer  relationship  between  employer 
and  employe,  through  which  that  feeling 
of  harmony  and  contentment  may  be 
secured  that  invariably  brings  about  a 
better  service  and  better  results  to  all  con- 
cerned, and  it  would  afford  me  special 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  be  present,  that  I 
°"ght  give  personal  expression  to  these 
thoughts. 

"In  an  article  which  I  recently  wrote  for 
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Sublication  in  one  of  the  trade  papers  of 
[ichigan,  bearing  on  the  changes  and  im- 
provements that  have  taken  place  in  the 
management  of  railways  in  this  country 
during  the'  last  few  years,  I  said,  among 
other  things,  that  while  we  cannot  fail  to 
recognize  the  wonderful  progress  made  in 
the  construction  of  roadways  and  in  the 
motive  power  and  equipment  of  the  rail- 
ways of  our  country  during  the  last  three 
score  and  ten  years,  we  realize  with  pro- 
found pleasure  and  satisfaction  the  mental 
and  moral  development  of  the  men  em- 
ployed in  this  great  work,  and  in  no 
branch  of  the  service  have  improvement 
and  progress  been  so  marked.  The  build- 
ing of  railways  advanced  so  rapidly  after 
they  were  once  started,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  properly  educate  the  men  for 
the  duties  for  which  they  were  to  be  as- 
signed, and  experience,  frequently  at  the 
expense  of  the  property,  was  the  only 
feature.  This  experience  while  thoroughly 
efficient,  was  too  often  costly,  and  careful 
training  was  found  to  be  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  safety  and  success.  Necessarily, 
in  gathering  together  such  large  bodies 
of  men  as  are  required  to  handle  our  great 
railway  properties,  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  some  irresponsible  and  reckless  fel- 
lows would  be  found  among  them.  A 
careful  and  systematic  weeding  out  pro- 
cess has  been  going  on  for  years,  until 
now,  and  even  for  a  few  years  back,  the 
railway  men  of  this  country,  constituting 
as  they  do  about  one-twelfth,  of  the  entire 
working  population  of  the  country,  are 
recognized  as  the  most  law-abiding,  loyal 
and  unselfish  citizens  of  our  republic. 

"This  body  of  men,  in  this  day  of  labor 
organizations,  could,  if  they  so  desired, 
present  one  of  the  most  powerful  organ- 
izations for  good  or  evil  to  be  found  in  the 
world,  and  it  is  greatly  to  their  credit  that 
their  influence  has  been  unfailingly  found 
to  have  been  in  the  direction  of  good. 

"Upon  no  other  class  or  body  of  men 
does  such  responsibility  rest  as  upon  the 
railway  employes,  and  tor  that  reason  he 
must  necessarily  be  a  man  of  high  char- 
acter, coupled  with  good  physical  develop- 
ment, to  enable  him  to  successfully  carry 
the  burden  assigned  to  him.  Such  the 
railroad  employe  of  the  present  day  is 
generally  admitted  to  be. 

"While  the  railroad  employe,  by  virtue 
of  his  position,  is  a  servant  of  the  public, 
he  is  at  the  same  time,  the  peer  of  all. 
To  him  are  entrusted  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty of  millions,  and  the  safe  and  com- 
fortable movement  of  this  large  body,  at 
all  times  and  under  all  kinds  of  adverse 
conditions,  is  the  best  answer  as  to  the 
character  of  the  man  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  fulfills  the  trust  committed  to 
him. 

"The  organization  and  perpetuation  of 
many  of  the  mutual  benefit  societies  or 
orders  to  which  the  railroad  men  belong, 
have  by  their  salutary  teachings  brought 
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the  best  qualities  of  the  men  to  the  front, 
and  established  an  esprit  de  corps  so 
essential  to  success.  The  value  of  this 
work  is  daily  demonstrated  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  service. 

"The  democracy  of  railroad  life  is  the 
keystone  to  the  railroad  man's  success. 
No  man  is  born  to  his  position.  The 
higher  and  more  important  positions  of 
all  the  railroads  of  the  country  are  filled 
with  men  who  have  risen  to  them  by  their 
own  efforts.  The  field  is* open  alike  to  all, 
and  the  opportunities  are  as  great  today 
as  they  have  been  in  the  past,  but  refine- 
ment and  education  are  now  among  the 
necessary  qualifications.  Every  man  is 
the  maker  of  his  own  future.  The  presi- 
dents and  general  managers  of  the  road, 
25  years  hence,  are  now  filling  some  minor 
positions, pickingup  threads  of  knowledge 
and  experience  as  opportunities  offer,  and 
fitting  themselves  for  the  work  which,  on 
account  of  the  natural  improvement  which 
is  being  daily  effected,  will  necessarily  be 
more  important  even  than  that  of  the 
present. 

"There  is  one  phase  in  the  life  of  a  rail- 
way man  and  its  relation  to  his  surround 
ings  which  has  probably  attracted  little  or 
no  attention.  This  has  in  my  opinion  as 
great  a  tendency  to  encourage  or  discour- 
age him,  resulting  in  corresponding  im- 
provement or  neglect,  as  any  one  or  pos- 
sibly as  any  of  the  main  forces  he  comes 
in  contact  with,  and  that  is  the  aid  and 
encouragement  which  he  should  receive 
from  the  public.   That  large  body  which 


he  is  serving,  and  for  which,  if  he  is  loyal 
and  honest,  as  the  great  majority  of  work- 
ers are,  he  is  applying  all  that  is  best  in 
him.  If  he  finds  that  his  work  is  appre- 
ciated, it  adds  greatly  to  his  ambition, 
and  gives  him  renewed  power  and  interest 
in  his  work,  which  results  in  great  benefit, 
not  only  to  himself,  but  to. those  he  has 
undertaken  to  serve,  the  public.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  is  treated  with  indiffer- 
ence, or  worse  still,  with  suspicion,  and  is 
brought  to  realize  that  the  public  are  dis- 
posed to  belittle  the  importance  of  his 

gosition,  even  going  so  tar  as  to  insult 
im  by  offering  him  Dribes  to  neglect  his 
work  on  the  score  of  getting  even  with  his 
employers,  who,  it  is  argued,  may  not 
properly  appreciate  his  work,  which  I  am 
glad  to  say  in  this  day  of  enlightenment 
and  consequent  relation  between  employer 
and  employe,  is  not  true,  he  loses  interest 
in  his  work,  succumbs  to  the  temptation 
to  do  wrong,  forfeits  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  his  employer,  and  loses  what  is 
of  inestimable  value  to  him,  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow-men. 

"Permit  me  to  extend  to  you  and  to 
others  associated  with  you  in  the  call  for 
this  meeting,  my  best  wishes  and  sincere 
hope  that  this  gathering  will  be  of  great 
pleasure  as  well  as  profit  to  all  who  may 
respond,  and  that  your  success  upon  this 
occasion  may  encourage  you  to  repeat 
them  frequently  at  suitable  periods 
throughout  the  year.  Yours  truly, 
"Chas.  M.  Heald. 

"President." 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  Is  not  correct,  detach  this 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us: 
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CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS. 


Name  

Box  or  Street  and  Jfo  

Postofiicc  


 Division, 


State. 


FROM 


Postoflice 


State. 


m      Sure  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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Angstadt— Brother  W.  L.  Angstadt.  Division  22&.  Reading,  Pa. 
AUGUST— Father  of  Brother  John  W.  August.  Division  73.  Ashtabula,  O. 

Bakek-Soo  of  Brother  W,  L.  Baker.  Division  346.  Babcock.  Wis. 
Bendeh- Brother  I.  Bender,  Division  43,  E.  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Carney— Brother  S.  Carney.  Division  43.  E.  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Cartes— Brother  of  Brother  Grant  Carter,  Division  112,  Centralia.  111. 
Collins— Wife  of  Brother  Joe  Collins,  Division  55.  Kansas  City.  Mo. 

Dawson— Brother  C.  Dawson.  Division  104.  Middletown,  N.  Y. 
Da  vis—Brother  J.  M.  Davis,  Division  155,  Syracuse.  N.  Y, 
Dbpub- Brother  A.  Depue.  Division  225.  Hornellsville.  N.  Y. 

Emerson— Son  of  Brother  J.  A.  Emerson,  Division  61.  LaCrosse,  Wis. 

Ferguson— Daughter  of  Brother  Sid  Ferguson,  Division  105.  Meridian.  Miss. 
Fin  ley— Brother  J.  E.  Finley,  Division  175,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Green— Brother  V.  M.  Green.  Division  136.  Huntington.  W.  Va. 

Hahner— Father  of  Brothers  M„  of  Division  141.  and  J.  W.  and  J.  G.  of  378. 
Heitzman— Mother  of  Brother  C.  F.  Heitzman.  Division  54.  New  York.  N.  Y. 
HUNT-Brother  J.  D.  Hunt.  Division  131,  Little  Rock.  Ark. 

Ingle— Brother  R.  W.  Ingle,  Division  173.  Chadron.  Neb. 

Jobbit— Wife  of  Brother  John  Jobbit.  Division  17.  Toronto.  Ont. 
Johnson— Brother  E.  J.  Johnson,  Division  349,  Crewe,  Va. 

Lynn— Brother  W.  H.  Lynn.  Division  232,  Sioux  City.  Ia. 
Latimer— Brother  R.  M.  Latimer,  Division  123.  Macon.  Ga. 

Martin- Wife  of  Brother  B.  P.  Martin.  Division  196.  Jacksonville.  Fla. 
McInerny— Brother  Thomas  Mclnerny,  Division  351.  Kenova.  W.  Va. 
Moody— Brother  W.  L.  Moody.  Division  44.  Denver,  Colo. 
Mo rth land— Brother  D.  C.  Morthland,  Division  175.  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Olm  stead— Brother  W.  H.  Olmstead.  Division  3.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Richeson— Brother  T.  L.  Richeson,  Division  227.  Lincoln,  Neb. 
Roush— Brother  L.  A.  Roush,  Division  201.  McKees  Rocks,  Pa, 

WENE-Pather  of  Brothers  H.  T.  and  William  Wene.  Division  381.  Howell.  Ind. 
White— Brother  T.  F.  White.  Division  156.  Carbondale.  Pa. 
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THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 
ORDER  OF  RAILWAY  CONDUCTORS  OF  AMERICA. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPART- 
MENT. 


Assessment  No.  373,  for  the  death  of  Isaac  M.  Davis,  October  24, 1900,  was  Issued  October 
1, 1900.  Time  for  payment  expires  December  31. 1900. 


BENEFITS  PAID  FROM  SEPTEMBER  21,  1900,  TO  OCT.  20,  1900,  INCLUSIVE. 


ss 

NAME. 

CAUSE. 

DW. 

Cert  No. 

Series. 

FOR 

AMT. 

1969 

R.  S.  Adgate 
Chas.  DeReamer 

Typhoid  Fever 
Abscess  Liver 

104 

5076 

C 

Death 

$3,000 

1970 

291 

51 

B 

Death 

2,000 

1971 

D.  Lynch 

Consumption 

97 

233 

B 

Death 

2,000 

1972 

F.  Sample 

R.  R.  Accident 

332 

5213 

A 

Death 

1,000 

1973 

P.  F.  Sullivan 

R.  R.  Accident 

131 

5307 

A 

Death 

1,000 

1974 

J.  S.  Ashton 

Heart  Disease 

210 

4607 

A 

Death 

1,000 

1975 

J.  W.  Benjamin 

Pneumonia 

111 

39 

A 

Death 

1,000 

1976 

H.  E.  South 

Consumption 

299 

260 

B 

Death 

2,000 

1977 

Thos.  Lawler 

Accident 

200 

1576 

B 

Death 

2,000 

1978 

E.  E.  Owens 

Typhoid  Fever 

216 

1318 

B 

Death 

2,000 

1979 

T.  D.  Hicks 

Small  Pox 

53 

774 

A 

Death 

1,000 

1980 

H.  Florin 

Cancer 

2 

2340 

C 

Death 

3,000 

1981 

F.  J.  Donnelly 

Heart  Disease 

383 

2578 

B 

Death 

2,000 

1982 

S.  B.  Culver 

Heart  Disease 

F45 

170 

B 

Death 

2,000 

1983 

G.  M.  Zimmerman 

Pulmonory  Hemor'g 

309 

582 

A 

Death 

1,000 

NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  ASSESSED. 

Series  A,  7,603;  Series  B,  6,580;  Series  C,  5,456;  Series  D,  510;  Series  E,  72.  Amount 
of  Assessment  No.  373,  $39,531. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Received  on  Mortuary  Assessment  to  Sept.  30, 1900  $4,342,836.15 

Received  on  Reserve  Fund  Assessment  to  Sept.  30, 1900   53,663.55 

Received  on  Expense  Assessment  to  Sept.  30,1900     80,620.80 

Received  on  Applications,  etc.,  to  Sept.  30,  1900   64,395.96 

$4,541,516,46 

Total  Amount  of  benefits  paid  to  Sept.  30, 1900  $4,292,467.00 

Total  Amount  of  expenses  paid  to  Sept.  30, 1900   133,703.79 

Cash  on  hand  Sept.  30,  1900,  Mortuary  Fund  _    50,369.15 

Cash  on  hand  Sept.  30, 1900,  Reserve  Fund    53,663.55 

Cash  on  hand  Sept.  30, 1900,  Expense  Fund  _   11,312.97 

$4,541,516.46 

EXPENSES  PAID  DURING  SEPTEMBER. 

Fees  returned,  $25.00;  Sundry  expense,  $8.16;  Postage,  $222.00;  Stationery  and  print- 
ing, $28.40;  Salary,  $467.50;  Mail  List.  $15.00;  Internal  Revenue,  $9.00;  Legal,  $113.50. 

W.  J.  MAXWELL,  Secretary. 
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fflj  JAMMEY  C0MPLEB 

The  ORIODTAI.  and  LEASING  M.  C.  B.  Coupler.  The  cut  here- 
with shows  the  detail  parts  of  the  Janney  Freight  Coupler, 
with  the  names  and  numbers  of  those  parts,  which  should  be 
used  ia  making  requisitions. 
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THE  MCCONWAY  &  TORLEY  COMPANY, 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

THE  NATIONAL  MALLEABLE  CASTINGS  CO. 
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GOLD  MEDAL,  PARIS,  1900 


The  Judges  at  the  Paris  Exposition  have 
awarded  a 

COLD  MEDAL 

to 

Walter  Baker  I  Co.  lm. 

the  largest  manufacturers  of  cocoa  and 
chocolate  in  the  world.  This  is  the  third 
award  from  a  Paris  Exposition. 

BAKER'S 
COCOAS  AND  CHOCOLATES 


are  always  uniform  in  quality, 
absolutely  pure,  delicious,  and 
nutritious.  The  genuine  goods 
bear  our  trade-mark  on  every 
package,  and  are  made  only  by 

Walter  Baker  &  Co.  uniM, 

•     DORCHESTER,  MASS. 

ESTABLISHED  1760. 


 JG» 


Reject  Alum  Baking  Powd> 
They  Destroy  Health. 


4* 

It 


vose 

PIANOS 

are  receiving  more  favorable  comments  to- 
day from  an  artistic  standpoint  than  all 
othw  makes  combined. 

WE 

Challenge 
Comparisons. 

By  our  easy  payment  plan,  every  family 
In  moderate  circumstances  can  own  a  fine 
piano.  We  allow  a  liberal  price  for  old  in- 
struments in  exchange,  and  deliver  the  piano 
in  your  house  free  of  expense.  You  can 
deal  with  us  at  a  distant  point  the  same  as 
in  Boston.  Send  for  catalogue  and  full 
information. 


vose  &  SONS  PIANO  CO. 

161  Seriates  Street,  .  .  .  Boston, 


No.  86  Summit  Ave.,  \ 
Plainfield,  N.  J.,  Apr.  5,  1899.  / 
The  Piso  Company,  Warren,  Pa. 
Gentlemen: 

We  have  great  faith  in  Piso's  Cure  for 
Consumption,  and  we  are  now  giving  it 
to  the  baby,  two  and  a  half  years  old. 
My  husband  has  just  used  two  bottles 
and  is  rid  of  his  cold.  He  has  tried  other 
medicines,  but  always  has  to  fall  back  on 
Piso's  Cure  for  relief.  We  have  used  it 
for  14  years.  Yours  truly, 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Mills. 


Air  Brakes 

More  made  annually  than  all  other 
styles  of  power  brakes  ever  built 

X 
The 

Westinghouse  Air  Brake  Co. 

PITTSBURG,  PA, 

X 

Over  a  million  and  a  quarter  in 
use  on  all  principal  railroads 

Air  Brakes 


When  Writing:  to  Advertiser*  Please  Mention  The  Railway  Conductor. 
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A  LITTLE  HEI  ' 

BY  W.  D.  ANDERSON. 


"Ma-a-re-e." 
"Ma-a-a-re-e-e." 

"That  good  for  nothing  girl  is  never 
about  any  more.  It  seems  to  be  her  de- 
light to  get  out  of  the  house  the  minute 
she  comes  from  school  and  go  scurrying 
through  the  woods  like  a  boy.  Dear  knows 
where  she  is  now.  I've  called  myself 
hoarse  and  many's  the  time  I've  promised 
to  lay  the  switch  on  her  if  she  ever  run 
away  again,  but  I  relented  each  time  and 
left  her  go  scott  free  when  her  mother's 
eyes  pleaded  from  hers;  but  I'll  not  let 
sympathy  stand  between  me  and  duty 
this  time." 

It  was  Mrs.  Herron  who  had  been  solil- 
oquizing thus,  and  who  had  finally  ex- 
pressed herself  as  determined  to  punish 
someone  for  dereliction  of  duty.  That 
someone  was  Mary  Graham,  an  orphan, 
who  had  never  known  father  or  mother 
except  John  Herron  and  his  wife,  who 
was  her  mother's  sister,  where  she  was 
taken  at  once  on  the  terrible  night  that 
the  news  was  flashed  over  the  wire  that 
Charles  Graham  had  been  killed  in  a 
wreck.  The  shock  proved  fatal  to  the 
young  mother  as  well,  and  within  an  hour 
Mary  was  deprived  of  both  father  and 
mother  by  the  relentless  hand  of  death. 

John  Herron  was  a  section  boss  on  the 
Central  Midland,  and  lived  in  a  pretty  vine 
covered  cottage  near  the  tracks  at  a  water 
station— Vinedale.  It  was  not  even  a  vil- 
lage, for  the  nearest  house  was  "the  store" 
and  the  schoolhouse  at  the  "corners" 
nearly  a  half  mile  away,  where  Mary  made 
daily  visits  in  her  attendance  at  school  or 


upon  some  errand  for  her  aunt.  Back  of 
the  Herron  cottage  the  country  was  un- 
dulating and  covered  with  a  deep,  dense 
growth  of  woodland,  almost  tropical  in 
its  wealth  ot  clinging  vines.  Here  Mary 
was  wont  to  wander,  and  in  its  solitude 
give  herself  up  to  the  study  of  nature  in 
its  varied  forms  until  the  long  shadows 
of  evening  would  awaken  her  from  her 
happy  dreams  and  tell  her  that  a  mantle 
of  darkness  would  soon  enshroud  the 
earth. 

Mary  was  sitting  on  a  high  bluff  over- 
looking the  railroad  and  the  broad  river 
just  beyond.  It  was  her  pleasure  to  wait 
for  the  local  and  see  it  sweep  down  the 
hill  from  Summit,  a  little  village  in  plain 
view  on  these  bright  days,  although 
nearly  six  miles  distant.  The  track  was 
straight  as  an  arrow  from  Summit  to  the 
bluff  on  which  Mary  stood,  then  a  sharp 
curve  running  parallel  with  the  river  con- 
tinued as  far  as  Vinedale,  when  it  pene- 
trated the  hills  and  stretched  away  across 
the  country  to  the  great  cities  of  which 
Mary  had  often  dreamed  but  never  seen. 
A  black  cloud  arising  over  Summit 
told  Mary  that  the  local  was  just  leaving 
there,  and  that  soon  she  would  see  it 
sweeping  down  the  hill  like  a  bird.  Mary 
was  disappointed  this  time  in  seeing  its  ^ 
flight  as  the  local  was  coming  to  a  stop 
at  the  foot  of  the  bluff  where  it  had  work 
at  a  spur  siding  which  led  to  the  mill  at 
the  river.  Hastily  climbing  down  from  . 
her  high  position  to  the  track  she  was 
greeted  by  the  trainmen,  who  invited  her 
to  ride  to  Vinedale.  ! 
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Mary  had  been  a  general  favorite  among 
the  men,  many  of  whom  remembered  her 
father  and  showed  their  kindness  to  the 
little  orphan  in  many  ways.  Her  birth- 
days and  each  Christmas  had  been  re- 
membered by  these  great  hearted  men  as 
the  many  volumes  in  her  little  library  testi- 
fied, to  say  nothing  of  the  many  gifts 
which  met  the  eye  everywhere  in  the  Her- 
ron  cottage. 

"Been  rusticating  again,  Mary?"  said 
Frank  Servis  the  conductor.  41 1  fear  one 
of  these  days  that  Aunt  Hannah  will  do 
worse  than  scold  if  she  carries  out  her 
resolution  made  one  day  while  we  were  at 
Vinedale." 

"What  was  that  Mr.  Servis?" 
'  "She  said  something  about  applying  a 
sharp  stick  to  the  little  girl  who  wanders 
away  day-dreaming  in  the  woods." 
.  "I  ought  not  to  go  away,  I  know;  but  I 
do  love  the  woods  and  the  birds,  and  it  is 
such  fun  to  watch  the  minnows  in  the 
little  creek  that  I  have  trained  to  come  to 
me  and  get  crumbs  of  bread  that  I  drop 
into  the  water.  She  would  not  whip  me, 
for  uncle  John  would  not  permit  it." 

Thus  she  rattled  on  until  the  local 
stopped  at  the  tank  for  water  at  Vine- 
dale.  Old  John  Herron  was  just  shoving 
the  car  into  the  car  house  for  the  night 
and  had  been  told  that  Mary  was  "up  to 
her  old  tricks"  again  and  had  not  been 
seen  since  school. 

."I've  got  a  passenger  for  you  John — a 
lady  boarder  whom  I  ask  you  to  give  your 
hospitality." 

"It's  I, Uncle  John,"  said  Mary,  at  that 
moment  putting  her  arms  about  his 
neck." 

"What's  new  along  the  line  Frank. 
Boys  all  making  good  time,  I  suppose," 
said  John. 

"I  suppose  you  heard  that  the  old  man 
let  Huggins  go?" 

"No;  though  I  can't  say  I  feel  sorry.  It 
was  he  who  caused  my  discharge  about 
the  time  Charley  Graham  was  killed,  you 
will  remember,  and  while  I  did  feel  quite 
bitter  against  him  for  awhile  I  am  quite 
as  happy  as  a  common  section  boss  as  I 
was  while  running  freight.  What  was  the 
cause  of  his  discharge?" 

"He  claimed  that  the  only  satisfaction 
the  old  man  would  give  him  was  "unsat- 
isfactory handling  of  cash  fares."  He 

L 


took  his  grievance  before  the  Order  and 
it  finally  was  taken  to  the  old  man  by  the 
general  committee.  The  old  man  was  fair, 
and  said  he  would  allow  the  committee  to 
see  the  evidence  if  they  would  not  use  it 
in  suit  against  the  company.  They  told 
him  that  they  were  not  there  to  secure 
evidence  against  the  company,  but  to  de- 
termine the  innocence  or  guilt  of  Hug- 
gins.  Then  the  old  man  showed  them  evi- 
dence from  men  whom  the  committee  knew 
were  men  of  unquestionable  integrity 
and  Colburn,  the  chairman,  told  Huggins 
that  they  had  found  evidence  on  file  which 
established  his  guilt  to  their  minds,  and 
that  the  Order  would  do  nothing  further 
in  the  case.  Then  he  showed  his  cowardly 
nature  by  threatening  Colburn  and  ac- 
cused him  of  selling  him  out." 

"Colburn  would  never  sell  any  man  out; 
he  is  too  honorable  for  that.  But  I  don't 
think  Htiggins  would  do  any  person  bodily 
harm." 

"Well,  before  he  went  away  he  told 
several  that  Colburn  would  find  his  train 
in  the  river  before  a  month.  I  guess  they 
would  have  had  him  arrested  if  he  had 
showed  up  after  that.  Well,  we  must  be 
going;  good-bye  John,  be  good  to"! my 
girl.  Geod-bye  Mary." 

After  the  local  had  taken  its  departure 
the  trio  went  into  the  house.  Aunt  Han- 
nah had  been  a  listener  to  Servis'  story 
of  Huggins'  threat  and  forgot  her  resolve 
to  punish  Mary  that  night.  In  the  morn- 
ing her  resolution  had  so  far  diminished 
as  to  leave  no  thought  of  punishment  ex- 
cept a  kind  remonstrance  against  her  do- 
ing so  again.  Mary  put  her  arms  about  her 
aunt's  neck  and  told  her  she  would  ask 
her  consent  "if  some  little  bird  or  squir- 
rel didn't  make  her  forget  it." 

Two  weeks  passed  smoothly  and  Mary 
had  not  forgotten  her  promise  nor  out- 
stayed her  permission  to  be  absent.  But 
as  a  bright  Saturday  in  late  autumn  broke 
the  dawn  she  looked  at  the  varied  hues 
of  the  foliage  back  of  the  house  and  felt 
keenly  her  restraint  in  not  being  permitted 
to  spend  the  entire  day  in  the  woods.  She 
made  several  trips  to  the  store  for  sev- 
eral necessities  and  helped  Aunt  Hannah 
until  dinner  time,  when  she  received  per- 
mission to  "gad  about"  all  she  liked,  but 
to  be  home  early. 

Mary  took  along  some  crumbs  to  feed 
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her  minnows  and  went  away  singing 
gaily.  Her  route  was  one  which  led  in 
the  direction  of  the  bluff,  nearly  a  mile 
from  the  house.  Continuing  on  she  at 
last  came  to  the  creek  at  a  spot  where  its 
mossy  bank  sloped  downward  to  the 
water's  edge.  Here  she  reclined  and  be- 
gan to  drop  the  crumbs  she  had  brought 
along  into  the  water.  The  minnows 
seemed  to  recognize  their  benefactor  and 
crowded  closely  together,  each  one  en- 
deavoring to  reach  every  crumb  dropped 
from  her  hand.  Their  voracious  appe- 
tites made  them  do  many  amusing  things 
which  brought  forth  many  a  merry  peal  of 
laughter  from  Mary,  but  tiring  at  last  of 
this  sport  she  began  to  climb  up  the  bluff 
overlooking  the  river  to  wait  for  the  local. 
It  came  at-  last,  and  as  it  whirled  around 
the  curve  it  seemed  like  a  living  thing 
chased  for  its  life.  She  sat  for  some 
moments  watching  the  brakemen  as  they 
harried  from  brake  to  brake  in  their  ef- 
forts to  stop  the  train  at  Vinedale,  so  that 
the  engine  tank  should  be  directly  oppo- 
site the  water  tank  from  whence  water  is 
drawn  to  supply  the  engine.  It  was 
claimed  by  the  local  crews  that  they  never 
ran  by  Vinedale  tank,  but  within  Mary's 
recollection  she  had  seen  trains  fly  by  the 
tank  with  all  brakes  set  and  run  nearly  a 
mile  beyond;  such  was  the  nature  of  the 
grade  between  Summit  and  Vinedale. 

The  sun  was  now  casting  its  long 
shadows  indicating  that  the  day  was 
spent.  Mary  was  about  to  pick  her  way 
down  he  steep  declivity  to  the  track  on 
her  way  home  when  the  voices  of  men 
arrested  her  attention.  Her  first  impulse 
was  to  go  boldly  forward  and  meet  them, 
thinking  that  they  were  hunters  who  fre- 
quented the  vicinity  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  but  recognizing  the  voices  she 
changed  her  mind  and  secreted  herself  in 
a  clump  of  bushes  near  at  hand  and 
waited  for  them  to  reach  the  summit  and 
pass  beyond. 

"This  is  the  toughest  work  I've  done 
yetHuggins;  knocks  me  all  out  of  breath." 
said  one. 

"Yes,  but  its  worth  while  climbing  for. 
Here  we  have  no  reason  to  fear  being 
seen.  Too  many  hunters  straggling 
around  these  woods  down  below  to  chance 
being  seen  with  such  a  mission  as  we 
have  on  hand.    Fine  view  from  here;  see 


clear  to  Summit  one  way  and  beyond 
Vinedale  the  other.  Let's  sit  here  now 
and  go  over  the  plans  again  that  there 
won't  be  any  bull  when  we  tackle  the  job, ' ' 
said  Huggins. 

"What  did  you  think  when  you  got  my 
letter,  Frank?" 

"I  just  said,  Bogger  there's  your  chance 
to  get  even  with  a  skunk  who  branded 
you  as  a  thief  and  car-breaker  and  got  you 
discharged." 

"Did  you  say  where  you  were  going 
when  you  left  the  pumpkin  vine?" 

"Yes;  I  told  them  I  was  going  home  to 
see  my  father  who  was  sick,  and  took  a 
west  bound  as  far  as  Grand  Junction, 
where  I  caught  a  train  back  to  Pueblo  and 
then  came  on  to  Oliver  where  we  met. 
Didn't  see  a  soul  I  knew  all  the  way." 

"That's  good,  Frank.  There  is  not  a 
man  who  knows  I  am  in  the  state,  but 
there  are  a  hundred  who  think  I  am  in  the 
land  of  the  serpent  and  cactus — all  the 
better  for  our  safety." 

"Did  you  look  over  the  string  of  cars  at 
Summit?"  said  Bogger  suddenly  breaking 
into  a  new  thread  of  thought.  . 

"Yes;  there  are  thirteen  loads  of  slag 
there  and  a  brake  set  on  every  one.  There 
are  no  blocks  under  any  of  the  wheels, 
and  the  release  of  half  the  brakes  will 
set  the  whole  lot  to  moving  unless  I  lose 
my  guess.  I  put  a  good  hickory  club  on 
the  first  car,  which  you  will  find  a  capital 
thing  to  loosen  some  which  may  have 
been  set  by  two  men.  You  will  have  to 
work  fast,  for  they  will  be  coming  down 
like  a  streak  as  soon  as  they  are  out  of 
the  siding." 

"I  will  look  out  for  that,  and  I  will  as- 
sure you  that  there  won't  be  any  brakes 
left  set  when  I  get  off,"  said  Bogger,  with 
a  demoniac  expression. 

"Number  46  leaves  Summit  at  8:05. 
After  she  passes  don't  attempt  to  let  off 
any  brakes,  or  they  might  get  started  and 
spoil  our  plans.  Wait  till  Number  8 
whistles,  then  get  re"ady.  Have  the  pin 
pulled  in  the  switch  so  that  the  flanges  of 
the  slag  cars  will  throw  it,  when  Number 
8  clears.  Then  get  a  hustle  on  you  and 
let  'em  come.  I'll  have  the  spur  switch 
throwed  for  the  river  and  if  they  do  make 
the  curve  into  the  spur  all  right,  old  Keller 
could  never  stop  'em  from  going  into  the 
creek.    Then  the  stone  wiirdjo^ejr^st." 
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"I've  got  the  combination  in  my  head 
all  right,  Huggins,  and  you  may  expect  a 
consignment  of  stone  at  your  station  by 
lightning  express  in  five  minutes  after 
Number  8  passes  Summit.  I'll  tell  you 
Hug,  that  stone  is  going  to  catch  Number 
8  before  she  reaches  the  river.  Old  Kel- 
ler let's  'em  fall  down  the  hill  as  a  rule, 
but  it  won't  compare  to  the  way  the  slag 
will  come." 

"It's  two  hours  until  Number  8  leaves 
Summit  and  it's  six  miles  up  the  hill,  so 
you  had  better  start  on.  Try  your  key  in 
the  switch  lock  to  see  that  it  works  all 
right  the  first  thing  you  do  when  you  get 
there.  It  is  quite  dark  now,  and  you  will 
be  safe  from  recognition  should  any  per- 
son meet  you.  Keep  out  of  the  light  of 
46's  headlight  when  you  meet  her." 

The  two  plotters  now  shook  hands  and 
Bogger  began  his  descent  of  the  bluff. 

Mary  had  been  a  witness  to  the  whole 
plot  and  sat  cramped  up  in  a  little  clump 
of  bushes  until  needles  seemed  to  be 
pricking  her  tired  limbs.  Huggins  threw 
himself  upon  the  ground  again  within 
twenty  feet  of  where  she  was  concealed, 
and  calmly  proceeded  to  light  a  cigar  and 
await  the  time  for  his  part  of  the  slaughter 
of  the  innocent  women  and  children  whom 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  murder  in  order  to 
reach  the  object  of  his  hatred,  Conductor 
Colburn.  Her  mind  was  worried.  What 
would  Aunt  Hannah  think  had  befallen 
her.  Uncle  John  must  even  now  be  in 
search  of  her.  Oh,  if  she  could  but  make 
her  escape  and  tell  Uncle  John,  she 
thought;  but  no  way  was  left  open  but  to 
enter  the  open  glade  which  surrounded 
her  hiding  place,  and  this  she  feared  to 
do  after  hearing  the  terrible  plot  laid  to 
wreck  the  passenger  train.  She  must 
wait  and  perhaps  Uncle  John  might  find 
her.  But  what  might  happen  to  Uncle 
John  after  what  she  had  heard  Servis  say. 
All  these  thoughts  rushed  through  Mary's 
mind  until  she  was  well  nigh  distracted. 
At  intervals  Huggins  would  consult  his 
watch  by  the  light  of  a  match,  and  then 
resume  smoking. 

•'I'll  try  to  do  it  anyway— maybe  I  can. 
God  help  me  and  give  me  strength,"  she 
prayed  inaudibly.  "It  rests  upon  me  to 
save  that  train.  Help  me  Lord  to  suc- 
ceed." 

Huggins  now  arose  and  looked  to  the 


west.  A  glare  of  light  lit  up  the  track, 
and  a  rumble  was  heard  which  signified 
that  46  was  coming  down  the  grade.  .  He 
resumed  his  seat  and  after  the  train  had 
passed  again  consulted  his  watch. 

"Twenty-seven  minutes,"  he  said  aloud. 
"I  guess  I'll  just  try  to  find  my  way  down 
this  infernal  chute  now  or  in  my  hurry 
may  be  precipitated  to  the  bottom  and  be 
the  victim  myself  instead  of  Colburn." 

Mary  sincerely  hoped  that  something 
would  happen,  but  Huggins  was  picking 
his  way  carefully,  stopping  now  and 
then  to  light  a  match  to  insure  his  foot- 
ing. 

Mary  now  emerged  from  her  place  of 
concealment.  She  could  scarcely  stand, 
so  long  had  been  her  cramped  confine- 
ment. Creeping  carefully  along,  her 
teeth  chattering  as  with  ague,  she  began 
the  descent  after  Huggins.  She  could 
hear  the  loose  stones  falling  that  were 
displaced  in  his  descent  and  locate  his 
movements.  Her  familiarity  with  the 
bluff  made  her  descent  more  easy,  but 
she  used  every  care  to  avoid  betraying 
her  presence.  The  slightest  accident  by 
which  a  stone,  was  displaced  by  her  was 
magnified  a  thousand-fold,  until  at  times 
her  heart  almost  ceased  to  beat.  At  last 
Huggins  was  heard  to  be  tramping 
through  the  leaves  at  the  bottom  of  the 
bluff  and  going  toward  the  track.  Mary 
followed  like  a  shadow,  pressing  the 
leaves  carefully  at  each  footstep  that 
there  might  be  no  twigs  to  break  off  with 
a  snap  to  betray  her.  At  last  Huggins' 
form  was  outlined  against  the  sky  as  he 
stood  on  the  bank  adjacent  to  the  railroad, 
then  it  disappeared.  Mary  crept  care- 
fully "forward  until  she  crouched  in  the 
spot  where  she  had  last  seen  him.  Her 
strength  seemed  now  to  be  returning  and 
with  it  determination  to  put  into  execu- 
tion her  unspoken  plan  to  save  the  pas- 
senger. She  lay  peering  into  the  dark- 
ness for  some  time  until  a  faint  glimmer 
like  a  star  appeared  on  the  brow  of  the 
hill.   Number  8  was  coming. 

Her  heart  beat  high,  but  she  nearly 
collapsed  when  Huggins  arose  almost 
beneath  her  and  crossed  the  track  to  the 
spur  switch.  He  had  been  sitting  directly 
below  her  in  the  darkness  and  she  had 
failed  to  see  him  until  he  arose. 

She  heard  the  lock  click  as  he  turned 

Digitized  by  LjOO^  IC 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


829 


the  key;  then  she  heard  the  rails  slide  as 
he  set  the  switch  for  the  spar  leading 
to  the  river.  Number  8  was  rapidly  ap- 
approaching  and  the  roar  of  the  train 
growing  louder  each  instant.  In  a  few 
minutes  it  would  dash  into  the  spur 
siding  and,  perhaps,  plnnge  into  the  river. 

Now  was  her  time  to  act.  She  slid 
down  the  bank  as  Huggins'  shadow  dis- 
appeared on  the  other  side,  and  like  a 
;  spectre  glided  over  to  the  switch.  Num- 
ber 8  was  coming  very  close.  She  loos- 
ened the  ratchet  which  held  the  lever  and 
!  placed  her  shoulder  against  it,  shoving 
i  with  all  her  strength.  But  it  did  not 
!  yield  readily.  The  rusty  chairs  upon 
which  the  rail-ends  rested  seemed  in- 
clined to  resist  her  strength. 

"Oh,  if  Uncle  John  were  here  now," 
she  panted,  as  tears  ran  down  her  cheeks. 
"I  must— I  must  do  it  myself;  Number  8 
is  almost  here." 

With  her  utmost  power  she  gave  the 
lever  another  push.  It  yielded,  and  the 
rails  met.  She  had  just  time  to  secure 
the  ratchet  when  Number  8  shot  by  with 
the  speed  of  a  cannon  ball,  while  sparks 
were  flying  from  every  wheel. 

Harry  Werner,  the  fireman,  had  recog- 
nized the  little  heroine  and  saw  the  rails 
as  they  moved  in  line  which  secured 
their  safety.  He  reported  his  discovery 
to  Keller,  the  engineer. 

"There's  something  wrong  back  there 
and  I  am  going  back,"  said  Harry. 
"Mary  Graham  would  not  be  out  there 
this  time  of  night  alone  setting  switches 
for  the  main  line  unless  something  was 
fearfully  wrong,"  said  Harry,  determin- 
edly. 

"We  will  back  up  from  Vinedale,  after 
ascertaining  what  is  the  matter,  for  old 

|    John  Herron  will  know  if  anybody  does," 

j    said  Keller. 

Mary  realized  that  each  second  was 

1  precious  now.  The  stone  must  even  now 
be  coming  down  the  hill  like  a  rocket. 
Number  8  would  stop  at  Vinedale  for 
water  and  if  the  cars  could  not  be  run 
into  the  spur  it  would  mean  that  a 
calamity  would  befall  them  in  front  of 
her  home  no  less  terrible,  and  which 
would  in  all  doubt  include  Uncle  John 

■     &nd  Aunt  Hannah. 

She  gave  one  pull  with  all  her  strength, 
which  tore  the  skin  from  her  palms.  The 


switch  yielded  and  the  rails  bent  toward 
the  spur.  Hastily  placing  the  lock  in  the 
ratchet  which  lay  close  at  hand,  she 
pressed  it  with  all  her  strength  and  heard 
it  click. 

"It's  locked  for  the  spur— thank  God 
they're  safe." 

Then  she  hurried  away  down  the  track 
as  fast  as  her  feet  could  carry  her  in  the 
wake  of  the  passenger  train. 

Huggins,  who  had  secreted  himself  in 
woods,  could  not  realize  that  his  plans 
had  failed. 

"It  couldn't  have  been  that  the  switch 
was  disconnected  and  that  I  merely 
changed  its  position  without  changing 
the  rails,"  he  said.  "No,  I  noted  it  par- 
ticularly this  afternoon.  Well,  I  am  going 
to  find  out  who  is  at  the  bottom  of  this, 
and  woe  be  unto  the  man  I  catch  out 
tonight  in  these  parts,"  said  Huggins, 
producing  his  revolver. 

Mary  had  barely  time  to  escape  being 
observed  by  Huggins  after  she  threw  the 
switch.  Had  he  been  more  cautious  he 
might  have  heard  the  pattering  footsteps 
as  she  sped  down  the  track,  but  he  was 
now  so  deeply  engrossed  in  the  failure  of 
his  plan  that  he  did  not  take  caution  into 
consideration. 

"If  the  train  went  down  the  main  track 
so  will  the  slag,  and  I'll  have  'em  yet; 
but  I  will  just  look  at  that  switch  to  sat- 
isfy my  mind.  They  ought  to  be  here 
now,"  he  said,  as  he  stooped  over  to  look 
at  the  rails. 

"For  the  side  track,"  he  ejaculated. 
"How  in  h-1-" 

He  never  finished  the  sentence.  There 
was  no  sound,  but  something  swift  and 
noiseless  flashed  by  him,  and  the  next 
instant  he  was  being  ground  beneath 
broken  timbers  and  stone  as  it  piled 
car  upon  car  in  making  the  sharp 
curve  at  the  switch.  The  report  and 
shock  were  plainly  heard  at  the  station 
by  Uncle  John  and  Aunt  Hannah,  who 
were  nearly  distracted  with  grief  at  the 
absence  of  Mary,  whom  they  had  sought 
and  called  for  hours  through  the  woods. 

"We  will  wait  until  Number  8  comes, 
wife,  and  we  will  get  Keller  to  blow  his 
whistle  long  and  loud;  though  I  admit  it 
don't  seem  possible  that  the  girl  could 
be  lost  in  these  parts  unless—"  Here 
Uncle  John  broke  down. 
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"Something  must  have  happened  her," 
said  Annt  Hannah,  wiping  her  eyes. 
"But  we  will  have  hope  that  she  will  hear 
the  whistle  and  come  home." 

Then  came  the  crash  of  the  wrecked 
cars  at  the  spur. 

"Great  heavens,  Hannah!  that  was 
the  sound  of  cars  going  off  the  track. 
There's  a  wreck  at  the  curve.  I've  heard 
that  sound  before  and  I  know  what  it 
means.  It  was  not  Number  8,  for  she  is 
this. side  of  it.  Who  could  have  followed 
her  down  the  hill?" 

In  a  moment  more  Number  8  was  stand- 
ing at  the  tank  and  Aunt  Hannah  and 
Uncle  John  met  Harry  Werner  climbing 
down  from  the  cab. 

"We  think  Mary  is  lost  somewhere  in 
the  woods,  Harry;  blow  several  long 
whistles  that  she  may  know  which  way  to 
come  home.  She  has  been  gone  since 
since  noon,"  said  John,  anxiously. 

Conductor  Colburn  had  now  arrived  on 
the  scene  and  heard  John's  request. 

Then  Harry  told  them  that  he  had  seen 
Mary  at  the  spur  and  how  she  had  been 
seen  placing  the  switch  for  .the  main 
track. 

"Boys,  there  is  something  wrong,  for  I 
heard  a  terrible  crash  at  the  curve  just 
after  you  passed  there  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  there  is  a  wreck.  That  Mary 
seems  to  be  connected  with  it  there  is  no 
doubt,  but,  boys,  I  wish  you  will  go  back 
with  me;  I  fear  she  may  have  met  with 
an  accident,"  said  old  John. 

"That  we  will,  John;  come  and  get  on 
the  rear  end  with  us  and  we  will  back  up 
slowly,"  said  Colburn.  "We  need  not 
expect  to  find  the  track  blocked  between 
here  and  the  wreck  if  there  be  one,  on 
this  grade.  Back  up  carefully,  Keller. 
Look  out  for  signals  by  lamp  and  the 
cord." 

They  had  nearly  reached  the  curve  and 
all  were  standing  on  the  platform  peering 
into  the  darkness  beyond  when  a  voice 
from  out  the  darkness  cried  out: 

"Stop!  stop!  Mr.  Colborn.  Don't  go 
back  there." 

It  was  Mary.  Tired  and  worn  out  from 
her  exciting  experience  she  had  dropped 
down  to  rest  in  the  darkness  beside  the 
track.  xJohn  was  on  the  ground  at  her 
side  in  an  instant,  embracing  her  and 
asking  a  dozen  questions  in  one  breath. 


Harry  Werner,  who  knew  that  something 
had  been  found  to  cause  the  stop,  made 
his  way  ahead  and  joined  the  throng  of 
people  who  did  not  understand  why  the 
train  had  been  backed  up. 

"What  were  you  doing  at  the  switch, 
Mary?"  said  Harry. 

"Throwing  it  back  for  the  main  track 
so  that  Number  8  would  not  go  into  the 
the  river.  And  when  Number  8  passed  I 
threw  it  for  the  spur  and  let  thirteen 
loads  Of  slag  go  in  there.  But  don't  go 
back  there,  Mr.  Colburn,  he  may  shoot 
you,"  she  said,  wearily. 

"Who  do  you  mean,  Mary?"  said  Col- 
burn. 

"Huggins." 

"Huggins?" 

"Huggins?"  all  echoed. 

"Boys,  I  see  it  now.  I  was  to  have 
been  the  victim  of  a  plot  which  would 
have  included  every  passenger  in  my 
train.  Get  the  torch,  Harry,  and  all  who 
want  to  come  with  me,  follow.  I  will  see 
what  kind  of  a  wreck  our  Mary  has  made 
anyhow,"  said  Colburn,  advancing. 

The  sight  that  met  their  eyes  was  one 
well  calculated  to  demonstrate  the  awful 
force  with  which  cars  are  driven  together 
running  at  so  great  a  velocity.  Mary  ex- 
plained her  absence  from  home  to  the 
many  eager  listeners  and  told  how  she 
had  thwarted  the. plans  of  Huggins  and 
Boggef.  John  was  so  proud  of  his  niece 
that  he  did  not  give  a  thought  to  the  hard 
labor  that  confronted  him  in  fixing  up 
"the  best  curve  on  the  line."  All  were 
profuse  in  their  thanks  and  in  further 
testimony  a  substantial  purse  was  ten- 
dered her,  but  this  Mary  refused,  saying: 

"I  would  not  accept  pay  for  saving  a 
human  life.  And  it  was  enough  to  know 
that  Harry  and  Mr.  Keller  and  Mr.  Col- 
burn did  not  go  into  the  river,  if  there 
had  been  no  passengers,"  said  Mary. 

The  amount  was  pressed  into  John's 
hand,  however,  with  the  injunction  to  use 
it  in  her  welfare.  Then,  as  time  was  fly- 
ing fast,  arrangements  were  made  to  re- 
port the  disaster  at  the  next  station, 
which  was  a  night  office,  and,  after  send- 
ing a  flagman  beyond  the  wreck,  the 
voice  of  Colburn  rang  out  "all  aboard." 
John  stayed  at  the  wreck,  but  Mary  re- 
turned with  Colburn  to  her  home.  After 
a  hearty  good-bye  from  all  she  was  led 
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into  the  house  by  Aunt  Hannah,  who  had 
her  to  go  over  every  detail^  from  the  time 
she  left  at  noon  nntil  she  stepped  off  the 
train  at  her  home. 

Mary  was  up  bright  and  early  and  ac- 
companied her  uncle  to  the  wreck,  which 
was  now  a  smouldering  mass  of  ruins. 
All  that  was  inflammable  had  been 
set  on  fire  and  the  wrecker  was 
lifting  the  heavy  trucks  and  clearing 
away  the  debris  rapidly.  One  of 
the  men  suddedly  called  attention  to 
something  which  he  had  discovered  under 
a  huge  mass  of  stone.  As  they  gathered 
around  it,  it  was  discovered  to  be  a 
human  being.    John  immediately  sur- 

i  mised  that  it  was  the  body  of  Huggins 
and  sent  Mary  home  that  she  should  not 

I  know  that  through  her  Huggins  had  come 
to  bis  death.  Mary  never  learned  what 
fate  overtook  Huggins,  but  the  mangled 
remains  which  no  one  could  have  identified 
as  those  of  the  fiend  who  plotted  to  murder 
scores  of  innocent  victims,  bore  evidence 

i  to  a  terrible  retribution  which  overtook 
him. 

John  Nesbit,  the  flagman,  who  was  sent 
back  by  Conductor  Colburn  to  flag  follow- 
ing grains,  continued  on  with  the  purpose 
in  mind  of  reaching  Summit,  and  there  to 
awaken  the  operator  and  learn  the  loca- 
tion of  any  trains  that  might  be  follow- 
ing. He  was  now  about  half  a  mile  from 
that  station  and  was  walking  along  en- 
grossed with  thoughts  concerning  the 
wreck,  when  he  heard  a  faint  moan  in  the 
ditch  near  at  hand.  A  sickening  sight 
met  his  gaze.  There  lay  Bogger,  mangled 
and  bleeding,  as  he  had  fallen  from  the 
cars.  He  had  indeed  stayed  on  until  the 
last  brake  had  been  left  off  before  he  left 
the  cars,  but  the  result  was  horrifying. 
Assistance  was  summoned  as  quickly  as 
possible,  but  life  went  out  before  he  re- 
gained consciousness.  Thus  was  another 
life  demanded  to  pay  the  penalty  of  an 
incarnate  plot. 

A  few  days  after  the  wreck,  Conductor 
Colburn  handed  John  a  letter  which  he 
had  received  for  delivery  to  John  Herron. 
It  bore  the  superscription  of  a  large  mer- 
cantile house  in  Chicago  and  was  written 
in  a  neat,  business-like  hand.  It  said 
that  the  writer  was  a  passenger  on  the 
train  that  Mary  had  saved,  and  that  he 
had  inadvertently  learned  that  her  name 


was  Graham.  It  further  stated  that  he 
had  an  only  brother  who  had  engaged  in 
railway  service  years  agro  some  place  in 
the  west,  while  both  were  young  men 
struggling  for  a  living,  and  that  he  had 
not  heard  from  him  during  the  twenty 
years  since  their  separation.  It  stated 
that  his  brother's  name  was  Charles 
Edwin  Graham,  and  that  he  was  desirous 
of  knowing  if  the  little  heroine  was  his 
brother's  daughter. 

It  confirmed  beyond  a  doubt  that  Mary 
was  the  little  heroine  he  sought,  and  he 
was  informed  to  that  end.  In  a  few  days 
a  distinguished  looking  gentleman 
alighted  from  the  train  and  shook  hands 
with  Mr.  Herron  and  his  wife.  Mary  was 
introduced  to  her  new-found  uncle  who 
was  delighted  to  find  in  her  not  only  a 
kin,  but  a  heroine  who  had  by  her  bravery 
saved  the  lives  of  scores  of  passengers. 

Mary  confided  the  good  news  to  Harry 
on  his  arrival  that  evening,  and  informed 
him  that  she  was  going  to  Chicago  with 
her  uncle  for  the  winter  and  go  to  a 
"special  school." 

"You  will  be  an  heiress  then,  won't 
you,  Mary?"  said  Harry. 

"O,  I  don't  know." 

"Of  course  you  will,  and  then— and 
then—" 
"Then  what?" 

"Well,  then,  you  cannot  consistently 
recognize  the  boy  who  shovels  coal  on  an 
engine  as  an  equal,  and— well,  that's  all," 
said  Harry,  gloomily. 

"If  an  heiress  must  treat  her  friends 
like  that,  I  don't  want  to  be  one;  so 
there,"  she  said,  putting  her  foot  down 
by  way  of  emphasis  that  denoted  her  de- 
termination. 

"And  you  will  not  quite  forget  me?" 

"No." 

"'Board!" 

It  was  Colburn *s  voice  that  interrupted 
further  conversation.  As  the  train  pulled 
out,  good-byes  were  said,  and  Mary  en- 
tered the  house  to  prepare  for  her  jour- 
ney. She  did  not  forget  Harry,  however, 
in  all  her  anxiety  to  visit  a  city  for  the 
first  time  in  her  life,  and  when  time  came 
to  depart  she  almost  regretted  her  de- 
termination to  leave  Uncle  John  and  Aunt 
Hannah  and  a  home  which  held  so  many 
attractions  that  city  life  could  never 
offer. 
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9th  STREET  AND  AVENUE  A. 


BUnni  GALVESTON,  TEXAS,  STORM  SEPT.  8,  1900.    (Photos  by  W.  G.  Lee.) 
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The  winter  was  passed  enjoyably  and 
her  return  was  timed  when  she  knew  the 
violets  were  in  full  bloom.  After  greetings 
were  over  she  asked: 

"Is  Harry  on  with  Mr  Keller  yet?" 

"Land,  no;  he  was  promoted  on  Christ- 
mas, and  is  an  engineer  now.  The  men 
say  he  is  one  of  the  best  on  the  road." 

Mary's  face  flushed  with  pride  as  she 
turned  away  to  give  her  attention  to  the 
little  changes  that  had  taken  place  during 
her  absence.  When  Number  8  arrived 
the  following  evening  Mary  was  looking 
from  her  window  with  something  of  long 


ing  in  her  eyes  at  the  cab  in  which  the 
familiar  form  of  Harry  used  to  sit.  She 
longed  for  a  glimpse  of  his  face  now,  but 
a  stranger  now  occupied  the  place.  Just 
as  she  was  about  to  turn  away  a  familiar 
form  stepped  in  the  rays  of  the  headlight. 

"Harry!"  she  exclaimed,  bounding 
down  the  stairway. 

It  would  not  be  right  to  say  here  what 
passed  between  them,  but  Servis  said 
that  Keller  told  him  thatColburn  knew  it 
to  be  a  fact  that  Harry  Werner  would 
lead  an  heiress  and  a  heroine  to  the  altar 
next  Christmas. 


21st  STREET  AND  AVENUE  O  ONE-HALF. 
RUINS  GALVESTON,  TEXAS,  STORM  SEPT.  8,  1900.    (Photo  by  W.G.  Lee.) 


OIRIFTINOS  DRAFTINGS! 

BY  JOSE  GROS. 


One  of  our  brightest  reform  monthlies, 
of  New  York  City,  has  published  two 
letters  from  its  English  correspondents, 
in  the  September  and  November  issues, 
the  former  from  London,  previous  to  the 
recent  elections  there,  the  latter  from 
Liverpool,  after  the  elections.  We  shall 
give  a  brief  condensation  of  both.  The 
London  letter  says: 

"Our  government  has  found  $350,000,000 


to  pay  for  a  war  with  South  Africa,  but 
could  not  afford  to  pay  $30,000,000  per  an- 
num for  pensions  to  old  workers,  unable 
to  find  work.  The  average  Briton  seems 
content  to  die  a  pauper  in  a  workhouse 
rather  than  live  a  prosperous  citizen  of  a 
community  that  practices  international 
honesty.  To  stay  at  home  and  claim 
one's  share  of  the  land  of  England  is 
cowardly,  but  to  go  abroad^  [r^ob  and 
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kill  or  be  killed  by  order  of  the  big  land- 
holders at  home,  that  is  to  fulfill  the  mis- 
sion of  your  race,  that  is  glory.  That  is 
Christianity  as  by  law  established." 

The  Liverpool  letter  says:  "A  messen- 
ger from  Mars  visiting  the  earth  during 
the  elections  would  have  thought  that 
the  United  Kingdom  was  a  paradise  with- 
out a  single  grievance,  unless  he  hap- 
pened to  read  the  news  of  two  years  ago 
about  our  claiming  old  age  pensions, 
poor  law  reform,  the  Employes'  Liability 
Act,  Free  Breakfast  Table,  etc.  During 
the  campaign  the  Tories  refused  to  dis- 
cuss anything  but  the  war,  although  it 
was  practically  over.  The  supreme  cry 
was:  'Vote  for  Kruger  or  Empire,  South 
Africa  is  ours."  Yet,  though  not  pos- 
sessing a  single  inch  of  the  earth's  sur- 
face, the  populace  rejoiced  at  the  idea 
that  South  Africa  is  'ours.'  And  most  of 
the  men  who  in  the  last  parliament  stood 
for  the  rights  of  the  people,  including 
several  labor  candidates  or  labor  men 
i  already  in  that  body,  and  one  who 
proclaimed  there  the  need  of  land  reform 
to  bring  about  the  emancipation  of  labor, 
have  been  swept  off,  and  Tories  elected 
in  their  place." 

Those  two  letters  give  us  the  story  of 
all  empires,  that  is,  of  all  powerful  na- 
tions which,  bc-cause  powerful,  overlook 
all  principles  of  international  honesty. 
How?  By  denying  to  other  men,  outside 
their  natural  frontiers,  the  lights  they 
claim  for  themselves,  if  the  ojher  fellows, 
here  and  there  on  earth,  don't  happen  to 
be  strong  enough  to  defend  themselves 
against  nations  with  greater  power  in 
battle  fields,  in  the  science  of  wholesale 
murder,  legalized  by  aristocracies  or  plu- 
tocracies, themselves  ruling  the  working 
masses  at  home  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Be- 
cause, look  at  England,  the  mistress  of 
the  world,  or  rather  the  despot  of  most 
weak  races,  what  does  it  happen  there? 
Not  much,  only  39,000,000  of  people  forced 
to  live  a  mechanical  life  because  not  even 
having  a  single  square  inch  of  land  that 
they  can  call  their  own,  and  hence  at  the 
mercy  of  40,000  wholesale  land  monopo- 
lies. The  latter,  with  the  help  of  100,000 
men  controlling  all  the  industries  and 
commerce,  under  the  shadow  of  land 
monopoly,  fix  the  conditions  on  which 
39,000,000  free(?)  Britons,  out  of  40,000,000, 


shall  be  allowed  to  live  in  England 
through  hard  work  and  little  pay.  And 
what  a  fine  freedom  that  is!  If  we  had  a 
little  sense  we  would  call  that  slavery  of 
the  worst  kind.  But  then,  sense  implies 
heavy  burdens,  implies  the  trouble  to 
think  and  behave,  and  so  that  of  obeying 
the  divine  laws  of  love,  laws  of  joy,  to  be 
sure,  but,  is  it  not  better  to  have  our  own 
sweet  will,  no  matter  how  much  we  may 
have  to  suffer  from  it,  every  one  of  us, 
oppressed  and  oppressers,  landless  or 
land  monopolists,  slaves  of  bosses  and 
employers  or  slaves  of  our  own  whims 
and  the  society  humbugs  we  establish? 

And  the  workers  and  wealth  producers 
of  England,  the  mistress  of  the  world, 
the  fellows  who  kill  and  get  killed,  for 
the  sake  of  having  the  English  flag  float 
wherever  God  meant  that  other  flags 
should  float,  if  God  is  the  Universal 
Father;  those  workers  in  England  need 
pensions  for  the  very  men  who  have 
worked  hard  for  fifty  years,  from  the  age  of 
15  to  65,  and  thus  produced  the  wealth  of 
each  generation.  And  the  young  workers 
need  a  bill  making  employers  liable  to 
something  as  a  protection  against  the  in- 
justice of  bosses  in  their  dealings  with 
their  employes,  their  slaves.  And,  oh, 
horrors,  the  English  free  men  need  a  free 
breakfast.  That  proves,  what?  That 
they  need  a  free  dinner  and  a  free  supper, 
too.  It  all  proves  the  farce  of  freedom 
when  men  are  kicked  out  of  land  and 
hence  forced  to  beg  for  employment,  and 
forced  to  beg  for  a  mere  annual  pension 
of  about  $60  after  the  age  of  65,  when  a 
sensible  civilization  would  give  to  each  a 
capital  of  $10,000  long  before  50,  and  after 
twenty  years  of  peaceful,  healthy  labor. 

And  a  war  comes  with  a  few  farmers  in 
South  Africa,  and  our  free  (?)  Britons  for- 
get all  about  pensions  and  other  minor 
forms  with  which  to  minimise  their  pov- 
erty, but  are  willing  to  increase  their 
poverty  by  heavy  taxes  brought  by  the 
war,  taxes  which  have  to  come  from  the 
poor  in  increased  rents  and  prices  on  all 
they  consume.  The  glory  of  10  men  hav- 
ing overcome  one  in  South  Africa,  that  is 
glory  and  bread  enough  for  the  workers 
in  England,  since  they  even  neglect  to 
send  to  parliament  many  of  the  men  wil- 
ling to  do  something  for  the  natural 
rights  of  those  through  whom  alone  Eng- 
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land  can  remain  England,  the  mistress 
of  the  world,  the  despot  of  most  workers 
at  home  and  abroad,  where  the  flag  may 
float,  no  matter  how  unjustly  in  the  eyes 
of  a  righteous  God. 

The  saddest  part  of  the  tale  is  that  the 
working  masses  in  England,  and  every- 
where else  for  that  matter,  are  not  the 
principal  criminals  in  that  national  and 
international  dishonesty  on  which  the 
whole  modern  civilization  rests.  They 
are  the  principal  victims,  victims  in  pov- 
erty physical  and  spiritual.  God  shall 
be  merciful  to  those  working  masses 
everywhere  in  the  life  beyond,  but  what 
with  those  who  are  at  the  top,  or  climb- 
ing over,  or  working  for  it,  with  time 
and  intelligence  enough  to  know  what 
they  are  doing? 

Some  may  now  say,  "But  look  at  what 
we  do  when  we  play  the  Don  Quixote 
while  roaming  over  the  earth,  sword  in 
hand,  or  rather  with  the  most  murderous 
weapons  we  can  devise.  We  give  the  in- 
ferior races  a  considerable  dose  of  the 
infernal  regions,  to  be  sure,  but  that  is 
for  their  own  good,  since  we  also  give 
them  piles  of  religion  and  education,  and 
as  soon  as  they  are  crushed  we  even  give 
them  about  one-third  of  the  wealth  we 
force  them  to  produce,  the  balance,  two- 
thirds,  being  for  our  home  monopolists." 
And  what  is  all  that  but  a  marvelous  im- 
itation of  the  conduct  of  all  heathen  em- 
pires as  they  roamed,  too,  over  the  earth? 
Religion  and  education  with  legalized 
wholesale  robbery  on  top!    Is  there  any 


real  Christianity  about  that?  Hunger  and 
thirst  after  wealth,  and  not  hunger  and 
thirst  after  righteousness!  Have  we  any 
of  the  latter,  we  superior  chaps?  We 
talk  about  it  and  delay  its  establishment 
to  the  tomorrow.  The  today  is  always 
used  in  hunger  and  thirst  after  wealth. 
Can  we  do  better  abroad  than  at  home? 
Can  we  reform  the  other  fellows  before 
we  reform  ourselves? 

And  so  we  drift— drift — over  the  moving 
banks  of  organized  selfishness,  forever 
dwelling  on  the  mere  assertion  that  bad 
as  we  are  the  other  fellows  are  yet  worse, 
something  which  we  cannot  prove.  Any 
such  assertions  or  indications,  what  are 
they  but  self-justification?  And  that 
means  absence  of  repentance  from  our  own 
deficiencies.  When  we  repent  we  have 
neither  time  nor  taste  to  dwell  upon  our 
good  points.  How  could  we  live  any  24 
hours  if  we  were  not  good  in  this  or  that 
form?  To  be  totally  bad  means  rapid 
death.  Hence  we  are  all  forced  to  be 
somewhat  good  for  the  s'ake'of  living. 
But,  why  stop  there?  Why  to  delay  com- 
plete goodness  to  the  tomorrow  that  never 
comes?  Here  we  find  the  old  uncle  or 
old  auntie's  eternal  answer:  "Because, 
you  know,  we  cannot  be  perfect."  Well, 
methinks  we  don't  need  perfection.  We 
only  need  a  little  sense  backed  by— plain 
honesty  in  our  national  and  international 
dealings.  We  could  have  that  today. 
But,  as  we  don't  want  it  today,  the  to- 
morrow is  constantly  running  away  from 
us,  and  so  we  keep  drifting— drifting!!! 


AT  BUFFAS-09  N.  Y. 


The  accompanying  views  give  some 
idea  of  the  progress  of  work  upon  the 
buildings  for  the  Pan-American  Exposi- 
tion to  be  held  in  Buffalo  next  year.  One 
of  these  shows  the  Electricity  and  Ma- 
chinery Buildings, looking  southeast  from 
that  portion  of  the  grounds  which  will  be 
occupied  by  the  Midway.  The  view  does 
not  clearly  distinguish  between  the  two 
buildings  but  they  are  in  reality  separated 
by  one  of  the  main  thoroughfares  of  the 


Exposition  known  as  the  Mall,  150  feet 
wide,  which  runs  east  and  west.  The 
other  shows  a  nearer  view  of  the  Electric- 
ity Building  looking  up  at  the  southeast 
corner.  The  point  of  view  is  near  the* 
base  of  the  Electric  Tower,  the  first 
lengths  of  the  steel  frame  work  of  which 
are  now  being  put  in  place  and  which  will 
ultimately  reach  skyward  375  feet. 

All  of  the  large  buildings  of  the  Expo- 
sition are  well  under  way.   These  include, 
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besides  those  here  represented,  the  Agri- 
cultural Building,  Manufactures  and  Lib- 
eral Arts  Building,  Graphic  Arts,  Forestry 
and  Mines,  Horticulture,  the  large  group 
of  three  Government  Buildings,  Temple 
of  Music,  Ethnology  Building,  Stadium, 
Midway  entrances  and  concession  build- 
ings, New  York  State  Building  and  the 


orate  statuary,  large  cartouches  and  me- 
dallions, '  rich  columns,  consoles  and 
brackets,  soffits  and  pilasters  in  relief, 
and  all  sorts  of  architectural  ornaments 
of  intricate  detail.  All  the  exteriors  of 
the  buildings  are  to  be  finished  in  color, 
presenting  a  most  agreeable  effect  upon 
the  eye.   It  is  said  of  this  Exposition  that 


Albright  Gallery  of  Art.  The  Service 
Building,  which  is  the  administrative 
headquarters  of  the  Exposition,  was  com- 
pleted early  last  fall. 

By  reference  to  the  illustrations  here 
given  it  will  be  seen  that  workmen  are 
already  putting  on  the  gleaming  white 
staff  with  which  all  the  buildings  are  to 
be  covered.  The  staff  is  prepared  in  an 
I    endless  variety  of  forms  including  elab- 


it  will  surpass  all  former  expositions  in 
the  extent  and  variety  of  its  sculpture 
and  plastic  decoration.  It  will  also  out- 
rival its  predecessors  in  the  beauty  and 
completeness  of  its  horticultural  and 
floral  effects,  and  is  to  have  the  most 
elaborate  and  picturesque  presentation 
of  electrical  effects  ever  undertaken.  The 
arrangement  of  the  buildings  is  a  sym- 
metrical one,  nearly  all  of  the  principal 
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structures  being  grouped  about  broad 
courts.  About  33  acres  of  land  are  com- 
prised in  these  courts,  all  of  which  will 
receive  this  elaborate  embellishment. 
Large  pools  with  a  bewildering  number 
of  fountains  and  jets  of  water  will  com- 
plete the  picture  and  at  night  the  rippling 
surfaces  of  water  will  be  made  particu- 
larly brilliant  by  means  of  floating  lights 
and  the  wonderful  illumination  of  all  sur- 
rounding objects  by  the  use  of  more  than 
200,000  electric  lamps. 

The  installation  of  the  heavier  exhibits 
began  early  in  November  and  the 
contracts  require  that  all  of  the  principal 
buildings  shall  be  completed  before  severe 
weather  sets  in.  Thus  is  the  public  as- 
sured that  the  Exposition  will  be  opened 
on  time  and  that  the  early  comer  will 
have  quite  as  much  to  see  as  those  who 
delay  their  visit. 


The  process  of  building  a  great  Expo- 
sition has  a  charm  to  every  one  who  has 
an  interest  in  the  development  of  any 
grand  enterprise.  It  represents  a  vast 
organization,  with  its  director-general 
and  assistant  directors,  superintendents, 
contractors,  care-takers,  foremen  and  an 
army  of  workmen  under  the  discipline 
necessary  to  carry  on  rapidly  and  suc- 
cessfully a  great  work.  Materials  are  be- 
ing brought  into  the  ground  s  by  train  loads 
almost  every  day,  and  each  week  shows 
definite  progress.  The  illustrations  here 
given  show  what  has  been  accomplished 
on  the  buildings  in  about  three  months. 
Another  three  months  will  find  several  of 
them  comph  ted  and  all  of  them  so  well 
progressed  that  the  rigorous  weather  of 
winter  cannot  interfere  with  their  prompt 
completion. 


The  "185"  stood  nearly  completed  in 
the  erecting  shop  of  the  Pittsburg  Loco- 
motive Works.  She  measured  15  feet 
from  the  rail  to  the  top  of  her  Russia 
iron-jacketed  stack,  and,  tall  and  gaunt- 
looking,  seemed  to  know  and  feel  the 
purpose  for  which  she  was  being  specially 

•By  F.  H.  N kllis.  in  Locomotive  Engineering. 


built.  The  large  boiler,  high  driving 
wheels  and  200  pounds'  steam  pressure 
seemed  to  have  held  consultation  and 
sworn  to  wrest  from  the  enemy  the  old- 
time  honor  of  the  parent  shop.  In  fact 
the  "185"  was  being  specially  built  to 
outspeed  a  rival  which  had  recently  de- 
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feated  her  sister  locomotives.  She  was 
to  lift  the  stigma  of  defeat  and  bring 
back  to  her  parent  shop  the  long  estab- 
lished and  well  known  reputation  for 
"speeding." 

Piece  by  piece  she  was  carefully  fitted 
together.  The  painter  followed  the  me- 
chanic closely,  until,  finally,  the  "185" 
steamed  down  through  the  yard  under 
the  control  of  Charley  Wolf,  the  young 
engineer  who  was'  to  drive  her  to  victory. 
Then  she  was  disconnected  and  packed 
to  run  on  her  own  wheels  to  her  destina- 
tion. 

"Wolf,"  said  the  superintendent  to  the 
young  man,  who  had  been  summoned  to 
the  office,  "you  are  just  the  age  to  be 
reckless  and  not  know  what  fear  is.  On 
this  trip  I  want  you  to  combine  the  reck- 
lessness of  a  boy  with  the  skill  and  cool- 
ness of  a  veteran  engineer.  You  will  learn 
the  details  when  you  arrive  there,  and  will 
probably  have  a  race  the  first  trip  out  of 
St.  Louis.  I  want  you  to  win  that  race. 
Tear  the  wheels  from  under  this  engine 
rather  than  have  the  Vandalia's  compet- 
liminary  course  of  training  preparatory 
to  making  the  trial  fast  run),  Wolf  learned 
that  Ohio  &  Mississippi  engine  No.  69, 
engineer  Kelly,  had  repeatedly  beaten 
the  Vandalia  engines,  and  was  acknow- 
leged  to  be  the  fastest  passenger  engine 
■running  out  of  East  St.  Louis'.  A  trophy, 
a  chamois  skin  with  a  Mercury  foot 
worked  upon  it,  had  been  presented  by 
the  commercial  traveling  men  of  St. 
ing  line  beat  her."  With  these  instruc- 
tions Wolf  left  the  office. 

A  few  hours  later  Wolf  was  on  his  way 
to  Terre  Haute  with  the  finest  specimen 
of  a  fast  passenger  engine  he  had  ever 
seen.  During  the  two  weeks  he  spent 
with  her  pulling  freight  between  Terre 
Haute  and  East  St.  Louis  (a  sort  of  pre- 
Louis  to  the  engine  proving  herself  the 
swiftest  on  these  two  competing  lines. 
The  commercial  men  were  pledged  to 
travel  on  the  line  whose  engine  held  the 
trophy.  Many  an  exciting  brush  there 
had  been  for  the  possession  of  the  trophy, 
and  many  times  had  it  changed  hands. 
This  "sheepskin,"  as  the  trophy  was 
called  by  the  railroad  men,  floated  from 
the  headlight  hand-rail  of  the  winning  en- 
gine, and  did  more  to  influence  travel 


than  the  advertising  of  the  enterprising- 
passenger  agents.  The  "sheepskin" 
passed  backwards  and  forwards,  first  to 
one  engine  then  to  another,  until  the  Ohio 
and  "185"  were  backed  into  the  relay  sta- 
tion at  East  St.  Louis  to  wait  for  their 
trains  from  over  the  river.  Kelly,  seeing 
the  "185"  for  the  first  time,  climbed  down 
from  the  "69"  and  came  over  to  where 
Tom  Manafee,  the  engineer  who  had  been 
assigned  to  pilot  Wolf  on  the  trial  fast 
run,  was  oiling  around,  preparing  for  the 
race;  for  they  knew  there  would  be  a  race, 
and  a  hot  one,  too. 

"Hello!"  shouted  Kelly,  as  he  gazed  at 
the  extraordinarily  large  driving  wheels 
under  the  "185."  What  does  that  long- 
legged  thing  expect  to  do?" 

"Beat  the  *69'  and  win  back  the  'sheep- 
&  Mississippi  engine  69  was  built  at  the 
company's  shops  at  Vincennes,  Ind.  She 
was  very  speedy,  had  won  the  "sheep- 
skin" on  her  first  trip,  and  had  held  it 
ever  since.  This  was  the  engine  the  "185" 
was  to  defeat. 

Several  little  delays  were  experienced 
in  getting  the  "185"  into  shape  for  doing 
high  speed  work.  The  side  rod  brasses 
ran  hot.  The  right  cross-head  cut  the 
guides.  The  left  back  eccentric  strap 
galded.  The  netting  in  the  smokeboxwas 
too  fine  for  the  Illinois  coal  used  on  the 
Vandalia.  These  faults,  however,  were 
carefully  corrected,  and  the  day  for  the 
trial  fast  run  arrived. 

About  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  "69" 
skin'  to  the  Vandalia,"  growled  Manafee, 
pulling  up  the  wick  in  his  torch. 

"I  guess  not,"  rejoined  Kelly.  "Why, 
the  whole  blamed  pile  of  scrap  iron  isn't 
worth  one  of  the  '69's'  driving  wheels. 
She  won't  get  near  enough  to  smell  the 
'69's'  smoke." 

"Won't,  hey!  That's  all  right,  Kelly," 
said  Manafee,  "we'll  talk  more  aboutthat 
tomorrow."  They  stopped  their  chaffing 
and  proceeded  to  arrange  the  details  of 
the  race.  Both  trains  would  leave  from 
opposite  sides  of  the  station  at  the  same 
time.  Both  would  have  to  come  to  a  full 
stop  at  the  intersection  of  the  tracks, 
about  a  half  mile  from  the  station.  Which- 
ever train  got  the  intersection  signal  first 
was  to  proceed  slowly  until  the  other  train 
caught  up.    Then  they  were  to  try  each 
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other's  mettle.  The  racing  ground  was  an 
ideal  one.  For  thirteen  miles  the  two 
tracks  were  level  and  parallel,  perfectly 
straight,  and  less  than  lOOfeet  apart.  Then 
|    they  diverged. 

Both  trains  came  off  the  Eads  bridge 
into  the  relay  station  twenty  minutes  late, 
which  gave  the  two  engines  a  splendid 
opportunity  to  race.  How  high  and  de- 
fiant the  "185"  looked  as  she  stood  there 
i  under  the  electric  lights,  being  coupled 
onto  her  train!  her  paintwork,  of  black 
,  and  gold,  clean  and  shining;  her  Russia 
iron  jacket  and  bright  iron  parts  gleaming 
like  polished  silver,  and  her  brass  trim- 
mings and  copper  pipes  glistening  like 
burnished  gold.  Her  huge  driving  wheels 
betrayed  the  terrific  speed  lurking  there. 
The  clouds  of  black  smoke  exhaled  from 
her  stack  at  each  throb  of  the  air  pump 
seemed  to  give  breathing  life  and  impa- 
tience to  the  magnificent  machine.  Across 
the  platform,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
station  stood  the  formidable  the 
champion  of  champions  with  the  "sheep- 
skin" hanging  limp  from  the  headlight 
hand-rail.  The  "69"  suggested  the  sturdy 
western  bronco,  while  the  "185"  more 
nearly  approached  the  long,  sleek,  slender- 
limbed  race  horse. 

Both  crews  were  at  their  stations  await- 
ing the  starting  signal.  It  came  to  both 
simultaneously.  Both  engines  started 
their  heavy  trains  with  difficulty,  and 
proceeded  abreast  to  the  intersection. 
Both  engines  called  for  the  signal  simul- 
taneously. Kelly  got  it  first,  however, 
and  proceeded.  Instead  of  waiting  for 
the  Vandal ia  train  as  he  promised,  Kelly 
shot  away  as  fast  as  the  "69"  could  carry 
him.  At  this  treachery  Manafee  muttered 
an  oath  and  pulled  the  throttle  of  the 
"185"  wide  open.  She  quivered  and 
tTembled  like  a  nervous  race  horse  under 
restraint,  and  then  moved  off  slowly  with 
the  heavy  train.  "Here,  Wolf,"  said 
Manafee,  "take  her.  She's  yours  yet  un- 
til after  this  run." 

Wolf  climbed  upon  the  box  and  took 
the  throttle.  He  seemed  to  know  the 
"185"  better  than  ever  before,  and  be- 
lieved she  knew  and  recognized  him.  She 
was  working  hard  getting  the  train  under 
way.  The  high-pressure  steam  lifted  the 
fire  off  the  grates  at  each  exhaust,  and 


produced  a  sound  in  the  firebox  like  many 
men  with  heavy  hammers  pounding  on 
the  sheets.  Faster  and  faster  she  went. 
The  red  tail  lights  on  Kelly's  train  were 
scarcely  visible  through  the  darkness/ 
There  was  no  moon.  The  night  was  close 
and  muggy — just  such  a  night  that  en- 
gines do  their  best  work.  The  large 
drivers  were  now  revolving  so  rapidly 
that  the  connecting  rods  could  scarcely 
be  seen  even  when  the  furnace  door  was 
opened.  The  hammering  in  the  firebox 
had  ceased,  giving  way  to  a  roar  like  a 
strong  wind.  The  fireman  watched  the 
steam  gauge  with  the  sharp  gaze  of  a 
hawk.  Manafee  sat  on  the  fireman's  side, 
grim  and  watchful.  The  third  mile-post 
had  been  passed  and  Wolf  had  gained 
but  little  on  Kelly.  The  fourth  brought 
him  nearer.  When  the  fifth  was  passed 
he  could  distinguish  the  glass  in  the 
rear  door  of  the  last  sleeper  on 
Kelly's  train.  The  sixth,  seventh, 
eighth  and  ninth  miles  were  covered 
in,  respectively,  57,  52,  50  and  49  seconds 
by  Manafee's  watch.  This  brought  the 
"185"  abreast  of  Kelly's  second  sleeper. 
None  of  the  men  in  the"185's"  cab  spoke 
or  made  any  demonstration.  Each 
watched  his  individual  part  with  nerves 
strained  to  the  highest  possible  tension. 
Wolf  could  feel  the  sympathetic  current 
flowing  between  this  noble  machine  and 
himself  . as  he  sat  with  his  hand  on  the 
throttle.  No  jockey  and  horse  ever  un- 
stood  each  other  better  than  did  "185" 
and  Wolf  that  night. 

It  was  a  grand  sight  to  behold— those 
two  powerful  machines  boring  swiftly 
through  the  night;  the  smokestacks  pour- 
ing forth  streams  of  fire,  which  rose  high 
in  columns  and  then  curved  gracefully 
back  over  the  train,  where  they  fell  in 
pyrotecnic  showers.  Excited  passengers, 
waving  handkerchiefs,  were  at  every  win- 
dow. Baggage  agents,  mail  clerks  and 
Pullman  porters  were  gesticulating  wildly 
and  shouting  at  the  tops  of  their  voices, 
in  vain  effort  to  be  heard  above  the  din 
of  the  fast- flying  trains.  A  pretty  sight 
it  was  to  see  the  firemen,  skillfully  poised 
in  the  rocking  gangway  placing  with  ex- 
actness the  shovelful  of  coal  to  some 
remote  and  difficult  spot  in  the  firebox  of 
the  careening  engine.   The  deep  lines  in 
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his  face  showed  his  intense  anxiety,  and 
also  his  appreciation  of  the  fact  that  an 
accidental  or  carelessly  placed  shovelful 
of  coal  might  mean  a  sacrifice  of  several 
pounds  of  steam,  and  consequent  loss  of 
the  race.  Manafee  sat  crouched  and  lean- 
ing forward  on  the  fireman's  box,  as 
though  trying  to  push. 

A  belated  hunter,  with  hounds  tugging 
at  their  chains,  crouching  by  the  road- 
side, and  gazes  awestricken  at  the  plung- 
ing trains.  There  is  a  glint  of  steel  and 
gold  as  the  "185"  passes,  followed  by  the 
crashing  and  grinding  of  the  train  wheels. 
A  whirling  cloud  of  dust  and  smoke,  fill- 
ing in  the  vacuum  at  the  rear  of  the  train, 
momentarily  hinders  the  vision  of  the 
watchers  gazing  after  the  rapidly  con- 
tracting red  tail  lights. 

The  engine  whistles  shriek  out  defiantly 
the  road-crossing  signal  at  intervals.  The 
farmer  up  the  track  hears  and  knows  the 
signals,  and  he  knows  also  that  a  race  is 
on.  He  has  seen  the  handsome,  cleancut 
stranger  passing  his  door  in  menial  serv- 
ice many  times  during  the  past  two 
weeks,  and  his  sympathy  is  with  her  in 
this  race.  He  lays  aside  the  harness  he 
is  mending,  goes  to  the  door  and  looks 
out  into  the  darkness.  Far  down  the 
track  he  sees  the  headlights  of  the  two 
engines  twinkling  like  twin  stars.  Gradu- 
ally the  lights  grow  larger  and  more, 
brilliant.  He  can  now  see  the  streams  of 
fire  pouring  from  the  smokestacks,  and 
he  hears  the  low,  distant  thunder-like 
rumble  of  the  rapidly  approaching  trains. 
Each  time  the  firemen  add  fresh  fuel  to  the 
furnaces  the  diverging  fan  of  light  from 
the  incandescent  mass  in  the  firebox 
pierces  far  up  into  the  dense  black  sky. 
The  headlights  grow  larger  and  brighter. 
The  streams  of  fire  shoot  higher.  The 
shrieks  of  the  engine  whistles  seem  more 
defiant  now.  The  sound  carries  through 
the  still  night  air  and  reverberates 
through  the  sycamores  and  cotton-woods 
fringing  the  banks  of  the  sluggish  stream 
at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs  far  across  the 
prairies  to  the  right.  How  swiftly  the 
trains  approach!  How  close  they  are 
together!  The  farmer  has  seen  many 
races  over  this  course,  but  none  so  close 
and  swift  as  this  one.  He  hastily  calls 
his  wife,  and  together  they  stand  framed 
in  the  doorway  of  the  lighted  room,  gazing 


out  into  the  night,  entranced  by  the 
splendor  of  the  spectacle.  Out  of  the 
deep  darkness  plunge  the  steeds  of  steel, 
surging  and  swaying.  The  columns  of 
fire  belching  from  the  smokestacks  now 
shed  a  soft,  diffused  glow  on  the  picture 
as  the  trains  come  tearing  on.  The  bright 
coals  dropping  through  the  grates  into 
the  ash-pans  light  up  the  under  side  of 
the  engines,  and  show  the  marvelously 
rapid  movements-  of  the  whirling,  curv- 
ing, plunging  machinery.  With  a  roar 
like  a  tornado  the  racing  machines  with 
their  trains  tear  by.  There  is  a  flash  of 
silver- polished  steel  and  burnished  gold 
as  the  "185"  passes  through  the  broad 
ray  of  light  from  the  farmhouse  door. 
Clouds  of  dust  and  smoke  roll  in  through 
the  doorway,  and  the  sparks,  some  alive, 
some  dead,  fall  in  hail-like  showers  in 
the  prairie  grass  around  the  farmhouse. 

When  lacking  but  four  car  lengths  to 
the  lead,  the  "185"  suddenly  ceases  to 
gain,  and  both  trains,  neither  having  the 
advantage,  fly  along  side  by  side.  Now 
the  "69"  actually  begins  to  draw  away. 
The  "185"  is  falling  behind!  Can  it  be 
that  after  such  a  magnificent  achieve* 
ment  she  has  done  her  best  and  is 
"dying?"  No!  It  cannot  be!  It  shall  not 
be!  On!  noble  steed  of  iron  and  steel, 
on!  The  deathly  pale  young  man  with  a 
veteran's  skill  is  at  the  throttle  and  urges 
you  on  faster!  On,  then,  faster!  Faster! 
Seventy  miles  an  hour  is  fast,  but  go 
faster,  faster  still!  In  his  Pittsburgh 
home  sits  a  stern  old  man,  anxiously 
awaiting  a  message  telling  of  your  vic- 
tory. Every  telegraph  operator,  every 
train  crew  on  the  road  tonight  knows  that 
the  race  is  on,  and  hopes  to  greet  you  as 
the  winner.  In  their  fancy  they  see  you 
tearing  through  the  night,  leaving  behind 
you  the  electrically  lighted  city,  and  fight- 
ing doggedly  every  inch  of  the  way  over 
the  Illinois  prairie  with  your  redoubtable 
rival.   On,  then!   Faster!   Faster!  Fly!! 

"Forty-eight  seconds,"  calls  Manafee, 
watch  in  hand,  as  the  eleventh  mile-post 
is  passed.  The  right  injector  is  eased  off 
until  the  steam  gauge  registers  195 
pounds,  then  the  throttle  is  widened.  The 
effect  is  marvelous.  The  sensitive  ma- 
chine responds  as  quickly  as  a  horse 
under  the  lash.  She  is  gaining  now,  and! 
is  gaining  even  more  rapidly  than  before  J 
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What  is  the  trouble  with  the  ^69"  t 

The  engines  are  abreast  now,  and  Wolf 
can  see  across  the  broad  ditch  into  the 
"SB's"  cab.  Kelly  is  plainly  in  distress; 
for  by  the  dim  cab-light  Wolf  can  see  him 
bending  over  the  boiler-head,  and  each 
time  a  pale-blue  vapor  rises,  The  race  is 
practically  overl  The  tell- tale  bine  vapor 
indicates  that  the  water  is  low  in  the 
"69*s"  boiler!  She  is  "dying!"  This  in- 
formation Wolf  yells  to  Manafee,  who,  in 
his  joy,  flings  his  cap  in  the  air  and  loses 
it  ont  of  the  window. 

On  the  siding,  just  ahead,  stands  a 
plebian  freight  with  locomotive  headlight 
hood  closely  drawn,  indicating  that  the 
main  track  is  clear.  The  crew  stand  with 
torches  and  lanterns  near  the  side,  and 
seek  to  encourage  the  "MS"  on  by  giving 
extravagant  "Clear  track,"  "Go  ahead" 
signals.  Their  lusty,  concentrated  cheer 
as  the  "185"  rushes  by,  a  full  train  length 
in  the  lead,  is  stimulating  to  the  pale- 
faced  Wolf,  leading  the  aristocratic  ma- 
chine to  victory.  As  the  divergence  at  the 
end  of  the  course  is  approached  he  looks 
back  for  Kelly,  who  is  now  far  in  the 
rear,  badly  beaten.  No  Derby  winner, 
under  whip  and  spur,  ever  passed  under 
the  wire  a  more  glorious  victor  than  the 
"185,"  as,  shrieking  and  snorting,  she 
fairly  flies  from  the  prairie  off  among  the 
foot-hills  at  the  end  of  the  course  No 
jockey  ever  sat  in  the  floral  chair  more 
proudly  than  sits  Wolf  on  the  box  of  the 
"185,"  weak  and  exhausted,  welcoming 
the  refreshing  night  air  as  it  comes  rush- 
ing in  with  the  force  of  a  hurricane 
through  the  open  front  window.  How 
happy  he  totters  down  through  the  high 
gangway  to  the  ground  when  the  first 
stop  in  fifty-one  miles  is  made  at  Green- 
ville to  take  water.  How  affectionately 
he  pats  the  sides  of  the  heavy,  throbbing 
machine  as  he  passes  to  the  telegraph 


office  to  wire  a  brief  message  of  victory  to 
the  Pittsburg  superintendent. 

"Who  won?"  excitedly  calls  the  oper- 
ator." 

"The  '185,'  "  replies  the  bare-headed, 
bronzed  Manafee,  who  proceeds  to  tell  of 
Kelly's  treachery,  the  last  dying  spurt  of 
the  "69"  and  the  splendid  performance  of 
the  "Pittsburgh  speeder,"  which  towered 
proudly  above  the  admiring  throng  of 
night  train  visitors,  her  haughty  and  dig- 
nified pose  suggesting  a  consciousness  of 
her  wonderful  achievement. 

The  news  of  the  victory  is  telegraphed 
ahead.  Side-tracked  crews  greet  with 
whistle-shriek  and  lantern  movement  the 
bird-like  passage  of  the  winner,  and  tele- 
graph operators  dip  their  semaphores  in 
her  honor  as  she  approaches.  About 
midnight  she  glides  into  the  station  at 
Terre  Haute,  having  made  the  run  of  168 
miles  in  less  time  than  that  made  by 
any  previous  engine.  She  is  welcomed 
by  a  motley  group  of  railroaders,  from 
the  superintendent  of  motive  power  down 
through  the  ranks  to  the  humble  wheel- 
tapper  and  engine  wiper.  He  is  besieged 
on  all  sides  for  detailed  news  of  the  race, 
and  Manafee  tells  the  story  over  and  over 
again. 

The  next  day  a  bulky  letter  from  Vin- 
cennes  arrived  for  Manafee.  It  read  as 
follows: 

"Thos.  Manafee,  Esq., 

"Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

"Dear  Sir— Enclosed  find  sheepskin. 

"(Signed)  Kelly." 

About  noon  next  day  a  telegram  was 
handed  to  Wolf.  Tearing  it  open,  he  read 
the  following: 

"C.  M.  Wolf,  care  of  W.  H.  Prescott, 
Sunt.  M  P.,  Vandalia  Line,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind. 

"Return  to  Pittsburg  and  arrange  for 
six  weeks'  vacation  at  full  pay. 

"(Signed) 
"Pittsburgh  Locomotive  Works." 


I  came  to  Cape  Gracias,  Nicaragua,  last 
July,  to  superintend  several  mines  for  a 
company  in  New  York,  having  just  re- 
turned from  Alaska,  where  I  spent  two 
years.  As  one  may  imagine  I  find  qnite 


a  change  in  climatic  conditions.  I  am 
located  about  seventy  miles  as  the  crow 
flies  from  the  Caribbean  Sea,  but  the 
route  necessarily  taken  is  by  river  and  is 
nearly  three  hundred  miles.   There  are 
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no  roads  in  this  country.  This  river  (the 
Wanks) ,  is  about  as  large  as  the  Missis- 
sippi at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and  is  the 
dividing  line  between  Honduras  and 
Nicaragua;  however,  the  line  is  in  dis- 
pute, as  both  republics  claim  the  river. 
It  flows  through  a  fine  country,  heavily 
timbered  and  abounds  in  all  kinds  of 
tropical  fruits.  It  presents  this  advant- 
age to  gold- seekers  over  that  of  Alaska- 
one  cannot  starve  in  Nicaragua,  as  the 
country  abounds  in  fruits,  parrots,  ma- 
caws, grouse,  quail,  deer,  wild  hogs  and 
monkeys,  the  latter  of  which  is  consid- 
ered a  great  delicacy  by  the  natives  and 
is  partaken  of  by  many  Americans  who 
live  in  Nicaragua,  but  I  have  not  quite 
reached  that  stage  that  I  yearn  for  deli- 
cacies of  this  nature.  There  are  some 
poisonous  reptiles,  but  generally  inoffen- 
sive and  will  not  bite  unless  treaded  upon. 
I  have  the  skin  of  one  of  these  in  my 
office  which  measures  eight  and  one-half 
feet. 

I  left  Cape  Gracias  in  the  rainy  season 
and  found  the  river  overflowing  its  banks 
in  many  places.  The  usual  time  con- 
sumed in  making  this  trip  is  ten  days, 
but  the  disadvantages  under  which  we 
worked  in  this  instance  required  seven- 
teen days  to  complete  the  trip.  The  con- 
sort consisted  of  eleven  boats,  each  pro- 
pelled by  seven  Indians  with  poles  and 
paddles.  They  are  expert  boatmen  and 
understand  this  primitive  sort  of  naviga- 
tion to  perfection.  These  boats  are  hewn 
out  of  cedar  or  mahogany  trees  and  are 
capable  of  carrying  three  to  five  thousand 
pounds  each.  There  are  many  rapids 
and  falls  which  necessitate  the  transfer 
of  all  the  freight,  together  with  the  boats, 
to  some  point  below  the  falls,  where  they 
are  again  reloaded.  The  people  along 
the  river  are  friendly  and  hospitable  and 
live  in  small  villages,  the  houses  being 
built  by  setting  posts  in  the  ground  and 
forming  a  roof  of  leaves.  There  are  no 
side-walls,  as  the  climate  of  the  country 
the  year  round  does  not  demand  protec- 
tion of  this  nature.  The  climate  is 
healthful  and  delightful,  the  rainfall  be- 
ing only  about  sixteen  inches  during  the 
entire  year.  There  is  a  variation  in  tem- 
perature of  but  about  twenty  degrees 
during  the  year,  and  the  highest  point 
reached  is  85  degrees.    The  nights  are 


cool  and  pleasant,  often  necessitating 
the  use  of  a  blanket.  Fires  are  only  built 
when  food  is  cooked. 

The  natives  make  no  attempt  at  farm- 
ing, but  live  on  such  fruits  and  meats  as 
nature  provides  in  abundance.  There  is 
but  little  sickness  among  them,  yellow 
fever  being  unknown.  They  are  bur- 
dened with  but  little  apparel  and  what  is 
worn  seems  to  be  worn  rather  in  gratifi- 
cation of  vanity  than  from  necessity,  yet 
this  ostentation  entirely  disappears  as 
one  proceeds  inland.  The  government  is 
not  very  stable,  and  revolutions  are  com- 
mon. As  a  rule  they  are  not  attended 
with  much  bloodshed  and  the  demonstra- 
tion of  a  few  barefoot  soldiers  marching 
about  puts  an  end  to  all. 

The  mining  laws  are  very  liberal  and 
mining  interests  are   fully  protected. 
There  is  no  import  duty  on  mining  ma- 
chinery and  flour,  but  tobacco,  liquor 
and  manufactured  goods  make  up  any 
laxity  in  this  connection.   I  am  at  pres- 
ent running  a  three  and  one-half  foot 
Huntington  mill  simply  to  prospect  and 
develop  property.  I  am  working  seventy- 
five  men  and  will  soon  put  on  as  many 
more.   When  the  work  of  development 
has  been  completed  the  company  will 
build  five  miles  of  railroad,  for  which 
the  survey  is  being  made.    All  native 
labor  is  employed  except  foremen  and 
mill  men.   Miners  receive  $2.00  per  day 
and  board.     (This   is   in  Nicaraguan 
money  and  is  equivalent  to  about  45c.  in 
gold).  Timber  men,  shovelers  and  wood- 
choppers  receive  $1.50  per  day  and  board. 
I  pay  my  mill  men  and  foremen  $3.00  per 
day  in  gold,  and  board.    There  are  a 
great  number  of  prospectors  here,  but 
there  is  territory  for  many  more,  and  I 
look  for  a  boom  in  the  near  future. 

There  is  a  five-stamp  mill  near  here — " 
stamps  weigh  750  pounds  each — which 
takes  out  700  ounces  of  gold  every  thirty 
days.  There  are  several  other  mines  in 
this  vicinity  equally  as  rich.  This  prop- 
erty is  a  lower  grade  ore  but  a  larger 
vein.  This  country  is  not  prospected, 
and  one  could  wish  for  no  better  place  to 
prospect.  I  would  not  advise  any  man  to 
give  up  a  good  position  to  come  here,  but 
if  any  person  gets  the  Alaska  fever  I 
advise  them  to  make  inquiries  here  be- 
fore  going  to  tte^o^^eiers,  .nd  I 
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will  be  pleased  to  impart  any  information 

that  may  be  desired. 
The  most  direct  route  to  this  country  is 
1  via  New  Orleans,  and  the  Bluefield  Steam- 
■  ship  Company's  steamers,  which  stop  at 
|  Cape  Gracias  and  Bluefield.  The  fare  to 
i  either  place  is  $40.00,  gold,  and  the  trip 
i  consumes  from  four  to  six  days,  accord- 
*  iog  to  weather.    Bluefield  is  the  principal 

city  and  has  a  population  of  about  five 

thousand,  many  of  which  are  Americans. 

It  is  sixty  miles  north  from  Greytown, 
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which  lies  at  the  eastern  terminus  of  the 
Nicaraguan  Canal.  All  Americans  are 
very  much  interested  in  the  adoption  of 
the  Nicaraguan  route  as  a  waterway  for 
American  shipping. 

Cape  Gracias  is  my  nearest  post  office, 
but  mail  reaches  me  every  two  weeks. 
My  post  office  address  is  Cape  Gracias, 
Nicaragua,  care  Bluefield  Steamship  Co., 
at  141  Decatur  street,  New  Orlerns,  La. 

M.  R.  Lewis. 

Cape  Gracias,  Nicaragua. 


A  TAT-A~TATo 

BY  ED  WALSH. 


"Sthep  to  th'  dure,  Gladys;  there  do  be 
some  wan  knockin'." 

Gladys,  who  was  at  the  pianoforte,  vio- 
lently struggling  with  one  of  Bat  Toven's 
■uster  pieces,  hastily  dropped  the  keys 
and  proceeded  to  the  "dure"  to  admit  the 
visitor. 

"Good  mornin',  Mrs.  O'Rielly;  come 
right  in." 

"Good  mornin',  Gladys;  is  the  mother 
home?" 

"In  the  parlor,  Mrs.  O'Rielly;  she  will 
be  pleased  to  see  you." 

"How  are  ye,  Mrs.  O'Rielly,  and  its 
glad  Oi  am  to  see  yez?" 

"Faith,  niwer  betther.  An'  how  is 
'yersel,  Mrs.  Finnegan?" 

"Indade,  Mrs.  O'Rielly,  an'  it's  not  me- 
sel  that  do  be  complain  in'.   Barrin'  th' 
rnmytism  an'  a  tutch  iv  nuralogy,  me 
i  belt  was  niwer  betther.   Take  a  sate  on 
I  th'  sofy,  Mrs.  O'Rielly,  an'  we  will  hav 
a  little  tete-a-tete  bechune  oursels." 

"An'  phat's  a  tat-a-tat,  Mrs.  Finnegan 
—some  new  kind  af  a  dhrink?  or  is  it 
,  somethin'  to  ate?" 

"It's  naither,  Mrs.  O'Rielly.  A  tete-a- 
tete  is— well,  it's  a  talk  bechune  a  couple 
of  pirsons  in  th'  pa'arlor,  when  thay  do 
be  nobody  lisnin' .  Me  daughther,  Gladys, 
an'  that  dood  conductor  on  th'  Mountin 
•  Centhril  do  be  havin'  tat-a-tats  every 
t  evenin'.  Charlie— that  be  th'  dood's 
|  name— will  be  nisherated  tonight  in  the 
f  Orther  of  Ilks,  so  he  towld  Gladys  this 
narnin'.  He  sez  that  iv  his  nurve  don't 


fail  him  he  will  take  th'  fursht  dagray, 
tonight  when  he  will  be  ridin  th'  goat  for 
half  th'  night,  an'  afther  that  he  will  put 
in  the  remainin'  half  av  th*  night  with 
his  brother  Ilks  in  atin'  up  the  contints 
av  a  couple  av  ristoarants.  Thim  Ilks  do 
bate  the  diwil  for  atin  an'  dhrinkin'  an' 
paintin'  th*  town.  Th'  throuble  is  th* 
nights  do  be  too  short  or  the  sarramonies 
do  be  too  long.  Anyway  a  poor  diwil 
musht  put  in  three  or  more  nights  before 
he  can  get  his  thravelin'  card,  which  givs 
him  th'  privileg  av  gettin'  dhrunk  be 
himsilf,  witout  tratin'  th'  whole  town. 

Did  Oi  tell  yez,  Mrs.  O'Rielly,  that  Oi 
had  a  letther  from  me  son  Harold?  He 
do  be  tellin'  me  he  is  runnin'  a  hog  in  th' 
mountins  in  Californay.  A  few  months 
ago  he  towld  me  in  wan  av  his  letthers 
that  he  was  'on  th'  hog.'"  "An'  phat's 
th'  difrance  bechune  bein'  'on  th'  hog'  an' 
'runnin'  a  hog,'  Mrs.  Finnegan?  an'— 
whoile  Oi  do  be  axin  for  infymation — 
phat  in  th'  diwil  is  a  hog,  anyway?'  Is 
th'  b'y  runnin'  a  butcher  shop?"  "Faith, 
Oi  do  be  a  bit  puzzled  mesel  about  phat 
Harold  manes  be  bein'  on  th*  hog;  but, 
bechune  us,  Mrs.  O'Rielly,  Oi  do  be 
thinkin'  th'  b'y  was  out  av  a  job  an'  look- 
in'  for  wurruk.  But  he  has  a  job  now,  as 
he  sinds  me  some  thrane  orthers  an'  a 
time  skedool.  Oi  don't  know  phy  Harold 
do  be  sin  din'  me  thrane  orthers  in  iwery 
letther  he  writes.  Phat  do  Oi  want  wid 
thrane  orthers,  anyhow?— they  are  all 
Frinch  to  me.     Listhen  to  this  wan: 
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•Fill  the  wather  barrils  at  Kate  Murphy's 
out-fit;  you  can't  ate  at  Hoolihan's  spur; 
hurry  up;  Oi  will  protict  your  rear;  all 
thranes  have  arrived  or  left  or  are  over- 
due. Report  whin  you  tie  up.'.  Tell  me, 
Mrs.  O'Rielly,  phat  you  would  do  on 
rasavin'  an  orther  like  that?  An'  do  yez 
moind  th'  joshin'  of  shuperintender?— (for 
it  do  be  the  shuperintender  that  do  be 
sendin'  thim  orthers  to  Harold).  'Oi 
will  protict  your  rear.'  Indade,  many  is 
th'  toime  whin  he  waz  a  broth  av  a  b'y 
that  Harold  wisht  he  had  a  shuperinten- 
der or  a  thrane  dispatcher  to  protict  his 
rear." 

"An'  phat  is  a  thrane  dispatcher,  Mrs. 
Finnegan?" 

"Glory  be!  Mrs.  O'Rielly,  an'  don't  yez 
know  phat  a  thrane  dispatcher  is?  A 
thrane  dispatcher  is— but  howld  on  a 
minit;  Oi  hav  a  picthur  av  wan  in  me 
albyum  on  th'  cinther  table.  Here  it  is— 
th'  dispatcher  that  sint  Harold  his  firsht 
thrane  orther." 

"Phy,  Mrs.  Finnegan,  that  do  be  a  pic- 
ther  of  a  mon— an'  a  good  lookin'  mon  he 
is,  too,"  declared  Mrs.  O'Rielly. 

"An'  phat  did  yez  tink  a  thrane  dis- 
patcher was,  Mrs.  O'Rielly— wan  av  thim 
patint  couplers,  a  wather  brake  or— phat? 
Well,  Oi'll  hav  to  enlighten  yez.  A  thrane 
dispatcher  is— Oi  had  it  on  th'  tip  o'  me 


tung  a  minit  ago,  but  it's  shlipt  me  moind 
now.  But  here's  Gladys'  dixinnery; 
that'll  tell  us.  Firsht  we  will  fiond  th* 
manein'  av  thrane:  Thrane,  to  drag: 
along;  to  trail;  to  allure;  to  exercise;  to 
discipline;  to  bring  up.  That  ain't  phat 
Oi  had  on  me  moind  a  whoile  ago;  but  Oi 
won't  set  mesel  up  aginst  Webster.  Now 
for  dispatcher.  Hivin  be  prazed!  Lis- 
then  to  phat  it  sez.  Dispatcher:  to  sind 
away  hastily;  to  sind  out  av  the  worruld; 
to  put  to  death.  Phy,  a  thrane  dispatcher 
musht  be  wan  av  thim— Oi  can't  raymim- 
ber  the  name  now.  O,  yes;  Oi  hav  it  now 
— annykrists.  Well,  it's  small  wonther 
that  th'  b'ys  do  be  all  down  on  thim  dis- 
patchers. Many's  th'  toime  Harold  towld 
me  in  his  letthers  that  thim  thrane  dis- 
patchers was  n.  g.  Oi  niwer  could  tell 
phat  th'  b'y  mint  be  n.  g.;  but  from  phat 
Shakespere — Oi  mean  Webster— sez,  Oi 
do  be  thinkin'  it  is  nothin'  good. 

"Phat!  goin*  so  soon;  phat'syer  hurry?" 

"Well,  wan  razin  is  me  dislike  for 
totter- tats.  Give  me  the  good  ould  style 
av  gossip,  where  iwery  wan  has  a  chanst 
to  sphake  when  her  time  comes;  but  if 
we  musht  have  totter-tats, Mrs.  Finnegan, 
it's  mesel  that  would  loike  to  do  some  av 
the  totter-tatterin'.  Oi'll  lave  me  ca'ard 
in  the  basket;  that'll  show  that  Oi  made 
yez  a  call. 


[By  Queenie  Wilkie.  in  Locomotive  Entrineerinjr]. 


Late  one  February  afternoon  a  group  of 
railroad  officials  were  standing  within 
the  shelter  of  the  roundhouse  of  a  well- 
known  western  town,  watching  the  em- 
ployes go  to  and  fro,  the  snow  and  sleet 
swirling  and  blustering  them  along  with 
a  bitter  blast. 

Among  the  group  was  the  shop  fore- 
man, who  seemed  to  be  giving  the  officials 
a  brief  sketch  of  the  different  men  pass- 
ing before  them. 

The  engine  for  the  evening  passenger 
train  was  being  taken  out,  when  a  notice- 
able man  with  a  stern,  set  face  came 
striding  up.  His  face  was  kind  in  spite 
of  his  stern  look,  yet  with  the  stamp  of 
some  scathing  ordeal  passed  through  and 


endured  because  endurance  was  the  only 
thing  possible.  He  walked  up  to  the 
foreman,  and  with  a  brief  though  courte- 
ous salutation  to  the  surrounding  specta- 
tors, made  his  business  known.  "The 
caller  tells  me  that  West's  child  is  in  a 
dying  condition,  and  I,  tonight,  am  the 
only  engineer  who  can  run  in  his  stead." 
The  foreman  seemed  thunderstruck  and 
was  about  to  give  voice  to  his  surprise, 
but  was  cut  short  by  the  look  of  agony  in 
the  other  man's  eyes,  although  not  a 
muscle  of  his  face  moved  as  he  said,  "Do 
not  be  afraid  for  me;  I  can  manage  the 
train,  and  common  humanity  demands 
that  West  remain  with  his  wife  tonight.' 
The  personality tgga^eman  bT 
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name,  had  caused  an  unusual  stir  of  in- 
terest among  the  officials,  who  began  to 
question  the  foreman  as  to  his  history. 
Telling  them  to  meet  him  at  the  Y.  M.  C. 
i  A.  later  in  the  evening,  the  foreman  went 
.  to  his  duties.  The  storm  bad  delayed 
the  east-bound  train  so  that  it  was  nearly 
an  hour  later  than  the  scheduled  time 
when  the  west-bound  passenger  pulled 
out. 

!  During  this  delay  Freeman  had  been  up 
;  town  ordering  various  necessities  sent  to 
:  the  ailing  child,  whose  parents  were  poor. 
|  When  he  mounted  his  engine,  it  was  with- 
I  out  giving  his  usual  close,  keen  survey  to 
j  every  part. 

That  night  in  the  reading  room  of  the 
Y.  H.  C.  A.  building,  the  foreman  told 
the  story  that  was  traced  on  Will  Free- 
man's face. 

"Seventeen  years  ago,"  he  began, 
"Freeman  came  to  me  a  boy  of  nineteen, 
and  asked  for  honest  work.  He  began 
sweeping  the  shops,  and  he  swept  them 
right.  From  that  he  became  gang-boss 
of  the  laborers,  then  fireman,  and  now  he 
is  one  of  our  most  capable  and  trust- 
worthy engineers  on  the  road.  When 
about  twenty-five  he  became  acquainted 
and  fell  in  love  with  Nell  Haughton,  an  ani- 
mated brunette,  accomplished  and  beau- 
tiful, the  daughter  of  a  retired  railroad 
man  who  owns  a  pretty  bit  of  Kentucky's 
bine  grass  between  here  and  Louisville. 
Miss  Haughton  was  at  first  perfectly  in- 
different to  Freeman,  for  only  the  pre- 
ceding year  her  father  had  forbidden  her 
further  acquaintance  with  Lee  Maynard, 
a  worthless  scamp  of  a  dentist,  who  used 
to  practice  in  this  city,  and  who  did  not 
bear  a  strictly  honorable  name.  Miss 
Haaghton,  while  really  caring  for  the 
scamp,  obeyed  her  father  and  held  no 
communication  whatever  with  him, except 
on  her  visits  to  friends  either  here  or  at 
Louisville,  when  he  always  contrived  to 
see  if  not  speak  to  her.  This  went  on  for 
more  than  two  years,  when  Freeman, 
after  many  discouragements,  finally  ob- 
|  tained  Nell's  consent,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried. 

i      "All  went  well  for  five  years,  during 
i    which  time  two  boys  were  born,  and  Mrs. 
Freeman,  if  not  quite  happy,  was  con- 
tent, and  Freeman  in  his  contained  way, 
was  in  a  perfect  state  of  bliss.   His  wife 
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and  children  stayed  with  her  father,  and 
on  fine  evenings  it  was  a  pleasant  sight 
to  see  the  three  come  down  to  the  gate  at 
the  crossing  on  her  father's  place,  to 
wave  to  Freeman  as  his  engine  passed. 

"Maynard  had  wound  up  his  business 
affairs  and  vanished  a  few  days  after  the 
marriage,  and  we  never  heard  from  him 
in  any  way  until  six  years  later,  when  he 
suddenly  returned  and  opened  his  office 
at  the  old  stand  and  obtained  a  fairly 
good  practice.  Just  how  he  contrived  to 
obtain  the  first  interview  with  Mrs.  Free- 
man, is  not  known,  but  it  came  out  after- 
wards that  they  met  several  times  in  this 
town  and  once  at  Louisville. 

"On  the  13th  of  February  a  year  ago,  I 
went  to  Louisville  on  the  evening  passen- 
ger, riding  on  the  engine  with  Freeman. 
As  we  passed  the  Home  Crossing,  as  the 
one  on  the  Haughton  place  is  called, 
Mrs.  Freeman  and  the  boys  waved  their 
usual  greetings  The  night  was  gray  and 
cloudy,  'threatening  snow,'  as  Freeman 
remarked  while  we  dashed  along.  By 
next  evening  the  ground  was  covered  with 
the  snow,  which  was  still  falling,  driven 
by  a  biting  wind.  As  the  crossings  were 
neared,  the  crossing  signal  was  blown 
repeajedly,  more  especially  on  account  of 
the  drifting  wind  and  snow.  The  Home 
Crossing  is  on  the  further  side  of  the 
sharpest  curve  on  that  part  of  the  road, 
and  the  increased  whistling  which  now 
followed  only  served  to  further  frighten  a 
horse  pulling  an  open  buggy,  in  which 
were  a  man  and  woman.  The  horse 
dashed  right  forward,  and  standing  by 
Freeman  I  saw  his  face  blanch  with  an 
awful  look,  as  he  uttered  a  sharp,  low 
cry.  When  the  train  was  stopped  and  I, 
followed  by  several  passengers,  hurried 
back  to  the  crossing,  we  found  the  muti- 
lated bodies  of  a  man  and  woman,  now 
dead.  One  glance  explained  the  engi- 
neer's agonized  cry— the  man  and  woman 
were  Maynard  and  Nell  Freeman.  Their 
bodies  were  placed  in  the  caboose  and  I 
returned  to  the  engine,  from  which  Free- 
man had  never  stirred.  On  seeing  me  he 
looked  up  and  asked  in  a  hard  voice,  'Is 
she  quite  dead?'  'Quite',  I  answered.  'I 
knew  her  before  the  engine  struck  the 
buggy',  were  his  only  other  words. 

"He  left  the  train  at  Louisville  and 
drove  out  to  break  the  news  to  his  father- 
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in-law.  There  he  found  a  note  from  his 
wife,  telling  him  that  she  had  never 
ceased  to  care  for  Maynard— that  they 
had  decided  to  leave  the  country  together. 
She  made  no  excuse,  asked  for  no  for- 
giveness—did not  seek  to  palliate  her  sin 
in  any  way;  she  simply  stated  the  bare, 
cruel  facts  and  signed  the  paper,  'Nell.' 

"Mr.  Haughton  attended  to  the  details 
of  her  funeral,  Maynard's  remains  being 
sent  to  his  lawyer  in  his  native  town,  and 
the  talk  and  excitement  caused  by  the 
occurrence  lulled.  Freeman  forbade  the 
mention  of  his  wife's  name  in  his  pres- 
ence. Mr.  Haughton 's  widowed  sister 
came  to  keep  house  for  him  and  bring  up 
the  children,  whose  father  steadily  re- 
fused to  see  them,  merely  stipulatingthat 
when  old  enough  to  judge  fairly  the  story 
of  their  mother's  treachery  be  told  to  them 
gently  and  plainly,  so  that  no  outsider 
might  suddenly  confront  them  with  the 
disgraceful  truth. 

"Freeman  came  back  to  work  in  a  few 
weeks,  only  asking  for  an  eastern  run 
instead  of  a  western,  and  he  has  never 
been  west  from  this  town  again  until  to- 
night." 

Next  morning  an  additional  pathos  had 
been  added  to  the  tragedy  ot  Freeman's 
life.  It  was  told  by  the  man  who  had 
fired  for  him  on  the  previous  night.  Be- 
ing already  behind  time,  they  had  made 
every  possible  minute.  On  approaching 
the  Home  Crossing  Freeman  had  almost 
unconsciously  slackened  down  from  the 
somewhat  reckless  speed  at  which  he  was 
going,  keeping  at  the  same  time  a  sharp 
lookout  in  front,  and  while  doing  so  had 
noticed  a  whitish  shape  on  the  pilot.  At 


first  he  thought  it  was  some  reflection  of 
the  headlight,  but,  certain  that  he  saw  a 
movement,  he  called  the  attention  of  his 
fireman  to  it.  Upon  the  man  declaring  it 
to  be  a  living  creature  and  no  shadow, 
the  engine  was  stopped  and  both  went 
forward  to  investigate.  Judge  of  Free- 
man's feelings  when  he  found  his  own  two 
children  crouched  on  the  iron  frame,  the 
younger  fast  asleep,  tightly  held  by  his 
brother,  who  greeted  Freeman  with  shouts 
of  joy.  They  were  taken  on  the  engine, 
and  the  eldest,  Jan,  the  living  image  of 
his  mother,  told  the  following:  Their 
grandfather  had  brought  them  to  town 
that  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  had 
left  them  at  the  hotel  in  charge  of  one  of 
the  waiters  while  he  himself  attended  to 
some  business  matters.  The  boys,  who 
had  never  ceased  to  ask  for  Freeman, 
escaped  from  the  not  too  vigilant  eye  of 
their  temporary  guard,  and  started  off  to 
search  for  their  father.  Reaching  the  sta- 
tion they  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  his 
engine  by  the  well  known  number.  It  was 
easy  in  the  gathering  dusk  to  climb  on  the 
"cowcatcher." 

Freeman  has  gone  back  to  his  wife's 
old  home,  and  if  sometimes  his  thoughts 
are  almost  too  bitter  for  the  endurance 
of  this  mortal  clay,  he  can  only  cling 
to  the  shadowy  hope  of  a  meeting  "where 
they  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in 
marriage"— a  hope! — wavering,  flaring, 
flickering,  that  lasts  in  every  human  soul 
until  "all  the  dull,  deep  pain  and  con- 
stant anguish  of  patience"  are  done  with, 
and  "our  weary  feet  have  completed  their 
journey." 


f\Y  BROTHER. 

EUGENE  WHITNEY. 


I  will  not  ask  my  brother  of  his  creed. 

Nor  what  he  holds  of  doctrine,  old  or  new. 
Nor  what  the  rites  by  which  his  soul  may  need 

To  worship  God.  the  only  wise  and  True— 
Nor  what  he  thinks  of  Chnst  Himself,  the  Son. 
Nor  through  what  waters  he  hath  put  Him  on. 

I  ask  not  what  temptations  have  beset 
His  doubting  heart,  now  self-abased  and  sore. 

Nor  by  what  Jacob's  well  he  met 
Divine  suggestion— "Drink  and  thirst  no  more ; 

Between  his  soul  and  God  those  matters  lie ; 

Not  mine  to  cavil,  question  or  deny. 

I  ask  not  by  what  name,  among  the  rest. 

That  Christians  go  by.  he  is  known  of  men : 
Whether  his  faith  has  ever  been  "professed" 

Or  whether  proven  by  his  deeds,  for  when 
I  see  the  Christhood  in  him.  all  is  well: 
He  is  my  brother,  and  in  peace  we  dwell. 


I  will  not  ask  him  through  what  dusty  street 

Of  Bethany.  Nazareth  or  Nain, 
The  cobblestones  have  bruised  his  weary  feet 

While  he  bore  healing  balm  for  others'  pain : 
If  he  alone  has  hungered,  or  if  he  . 
Has  fed  ten  thousand  by  the  sounding  sea. 

If  grace  and  pity  in  his  actions  speak. 

Or  fall  in  words  of  kindness  from  his  tongue. 
Which  raise  the  failed,  fortify  the  weak. 

And  heal  the  heart,  by  sorrow  torn  and  wrung. 
If  he  yield  good  for  ill  and  love  for  hate. 
Friend  of  the  fatherless,  poor  and  desolate. 

I  find  in  his  discipleship  so  true. 
So  full  that  nothing  further  I  demand : 

He  maybe  bondman,  freeman,  Gentile.  Jew. 
Yet  we  are  brethren,  walk  we  hand  in  hand. 

In  his  clear  life  let  me  the  Christhood  see. 

It  isenough  for  him.  enough  for  me. 
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A  nERRY  CHRISTMAS. 


We  are  greeted  with  a  circular  sent  out 
by  Uncle  Sam  announcing  that  he  will 
forward  free  of  charge,  to  our  boys  in 
the  Philippines,  Christmas  boxes  after 
they  are  received  at  San  Francisco. 
These  boxes  must  be  addressed  in  care 
of  depot  quartermaster,  at  San  Francisco, 
with  the  name  and  regimental  address  of 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  sent,  and  marked, 
"Christmas  Box." 

While  many  of  us,  no  doubt,  will  be  the 
recipients  of  tokens  of  love  and  esteem 
commemorating  the  occasion  when  gifts 
of  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh  were 
presented  by  the  wise  men  of  the  east  to 
Him  who  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  perhaps 
none  will  be  so  gratefully  received  as 
those  consigned  to  our  boys  in  that  far- 
off  clime,  and  which  will  bear  with  them 
recollections  almost  hallowed  in  nature. 
Perhaps,  they  will  be  the  means  of  reviv- 
ing in  many  a  poor  soldier's  memory  the 
simple  customs  observed  at  yuletide  away 
back,  no  doubt,  in  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  where  in  his  early  boyhood  days  he 
hung  his  stocking  over  the  fire-place  and 
retired  to  his  little  cot,  feeling  that  Santa 
Claus  would  descend  and  reward  his 
hopes.  It  will  require  no  imagination  to 
conceive  the  real  feeling  of  disappoint- 
ment that  will  prevail  in  the  hearts  of 
those  less  fortunate  as  they  gather  around 
their  comrade's  box  and  see  the  little 
tokens  of  remembrance  from  those  at 
home.  These  touching  reminders  of  home 
and  loved  ones  will  not  have  lost  their 
influence  even  though  they  have  attained 
man's  loftier  estate;  the  tender  recollect- 
ions of  childhood's  days  will  revive  many 
a  boyish  spirit,  in  that,  Santa  Clans  has 
followed  them  across  the  broad  Pacific  to 
a  far-off  land. 

The  social  customs  of  the  day  we  cele- 
brate in  commemoration  of  the  birth  of 
our  Saviour,  differ  in  manner  in  the  several 
countries;  yet,  all  point  to  the  event  of 
His  birth  as  did  the  star  which  guided 
the  wise  men  sent  out  by  Herod  the  King 
to  the  spot  where  our  Saviour  lay.  Modern 
Culture  for  December  gives  a  description 
of  the  observance  of  Christmas  in  our 
sister  republic,  Mexico,  by  E.  de  G.  C. 
Terry,  who  says: 


In  fiesta-loving  (feast-loving)  Mexico, 
Christmas  is  celebrated  for  two  weeks, 
beginning  with  the  seventeenth  of  Decem- 
ber and  not  ending  until  New  Year's  Day. 
The  principal  features  of  the  celebration 
are  the  "posadas"  and  "pinatas,"  both 
very  quaint  and  picturesque  customs,  and 
entirely  peculiar  to  Mexico.  "Posada"  in 
Spanish  means  "abiding  place"  or  "inn," 
and  in  Mexico  is  applied  to  the  nightly 
semi-religious,  and  entirely  jolly  per- 
formances which,  in  the  houses  of  all 
Mexicans,  last  from  the  seventeenth  to 
the  twenty- fifth  of  December.  These  cele- 
brations are  called  "posadas"  because 
they  are  in  commemoration  of  that  night 
when  the  Holy  Family  unavailingly 
searched  for  an  "abiding  place"  or  "inn, 
and,  unable  to  find  such  a  place,  sought 
refuge  in  the  stable  where  our  Lord  was 
born. 

At  an  early  hour— on  account  of  the 
clamoring  children— the  signal  is  given 
for  the  pinata-breaking,  and  all  the 
guests  flock  gaily  about  the  bobbing 
clown,  with  the  servants  and  small  babies 
congregated  in  the  background.  When 
the  assembly  is  complete,  all  join  hands 
and  circle  about  the  big  glittering  toy,  as 
it  swings  from  its  hook  in  the  ceiling,  one 
of  the  children  is  blindfolded  and  placed 
in  the  centre  of  the  ring,  just  under  the 
pinata,  a  long  light  pole  is  handed  to  her 
and  she  is  told  to  strike  carefully  and 
"con  m  rich  a  fuerza"  (with  much  force)  in 
the  direction  of  the  pinata. 

Good  nature  demands  that  all  of  the 
children  first  have  an  opportunity  to 
break  the  pinata;  as  they  naturally  are 
never  able  to  do  so,  the  clown  being  a 
tough-fibred  individual,  the  turn  of  the 
"grown-ups"  next  comes.  One  by  one 
we  are  blindfolded,  turned  about  three 
times,  and  then  admonished  to  "Strike 
out!"  Amid  applause  from  the  elders 
and  wild  yells  from  the  children,  the 
pinata  is  finally  located  and  struck  at 
viciously,  when— hey  presto!  the  poor 
clown's  gay  bloomers  and  red  and  gold 
waistcoat  are  rent  from  top  to  bottom, 
his  big  sombrero  is  sent  flying  across  the 
room,  and  down  upon  your  devoted  head 
comes  a  deafening  rain  of  oranges,  nuts, 
small  candies,  all  sorts  of  small,  unbreak- 
able presents,  and  all  conceivable  kinds 
of  dulces  and  good  things  to  eat. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the 
Christmas  tree  seen  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  is  not  in  evidence  there, 
that  people  have  ceremonies  quite  as 
interesting  to  the  people  generally  as  our 
custom  provides,  which  are  quite  as 
likely  to  leave  as  lasting  an  impression 
on  the  older  mind  as  our  recollections  of 
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the  grotesque  form  whom  we  conjured  in  hallowed  event  of  Him  in  whose  honor  it 

our  dreams,  descending  the  chimney  place  was  established.  Let  us  love  Him  for  the 

laden  with  toys,  or  the  evergreen  and  legacy  He  left  us  and  inculcate  in  our 

spruce  similarly  laden  and  lighted  with  daily  walk  in  life  his  admonition,  "Do  ye 

hundreds  of  wax  tapers.  even  so  unto  others  as  ye  would  that 

While  we  observe  the  custom  in  a  social  others  should  do  unto  you."  A  merry 

way,  let  as  forever  keep  in  mind  the  Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Year  to  all. 

15  CONTRACT  LABOR  TO  OUR  INTEREST? 


Thomas  Fitchie,  Commissioner  of  Im- 
migration of  New  York,  gives  it  as  his 
opinion  in  his  annual  report,  that  the 
;  contract  labor  law  has  served  to  bar  out 
of  this  country  the  most  desirable  class 
of  immigrants,  and  at  the  same  time 
made  a  most  dangerous  enemy  in  the 
labor  market  of  those  who  arrived  almost 
i  penniless  and  were  compelled  to  accept 
employment  at  any  price  they  could  get. 
Mr.  Fitchie  says: 

It  is  my  earnest  conviction  that  since 
the  passage  of  the  law  a  large  proportion 
]  of  toe  aliens  deported  as  coming  in  viola- 
tion of  the  alien  contract  labor  law  were 
iof  the  very  best  class  of  aliens  coming 
ihere. 

j  I  further  believe  that  their  deportation 
was  of  no  benefit  to  the  American  work- 
woman, and,  in  fact,  worked  to  his  dis- 
tadvantage,  because  he  was  lulled  into  a 
belief  of  security  when,  in  fact,  his  prin- 
cipal danger  was  the  alien  coming  here 
withont  a  cent  or  any  means  of  livelihood, 
who  was  compelled  to  take  what  was 
offered  him  or  starve,  and  was  his  prin- 
cipal opponent  and  most  dangerous  enemy 
in  the  labor  market. 

Contract  labor  is  one  of  the  two  prin- 
1*rpal  causes  of  exclusion  from  landing, 
tte  other  being  that  of  persons  likely  to 
become  public  charges  from  lack  of  re- 
sources or  from  physical  defects  or  mere 
i«iental  or  physical  inferiority. 

This  report,  marking  the  close  of  the 
^frst  ten  years  of  Federal  control  of  im- 
migration, contains  much  of  interest  to 
Vie  laboring  classes.  It  shows  that  the 
total  aliens  arriving  at  the  port  of  New 
iTork  for  the  year  was  400,842. 
|  Mr.  Fitchie  submits  tables  showing  the 
illiteracy  of  the  races  of  people  that  ar- 
jtived.  The  Portuguese  and  Italians  rank 
about  in  the  same  order  in  illiteracy.  The 
figures  show  that  the  greater  the  illiter- 
acy the  smaller  the  amount  of  money  per 
capita  brought  in.  The  English,  French 
and  German  people  brought  close  to  the 


same  amount  of  money  per  capita  this 
year,  namely,  about  $30  each. 
Commissioner  Fitchie,  continuing,  says: 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  im- 
migration for  this  year  shows  an  increase 
of  nearly  100,000  over  that  of  the  previous 
year,  our  old  source  of  immigration,  viz., 
the  Scandinavian  countries,  the  German 
Empire  and  the  United  Kingdom,  all 
together  contributed  only  9722  immigrants 
toward  this  increase,  while  Great  Britain 
actually  sent  us  a  smaller  number  of 
immigrants  than  ever  before. 

While  Mr.  Fitchie  may  be  right  as  re- 
gards the  effect  of  the  law  in  keeping  out 
of  this  country  the  most  desirable  class 
of  immigrants,  is  not  our  loss  in  this  con- 
nection more  than  evenly  offset  by  the 
protection  afforded  our  American  work- 
ingmen  who  would  be  displaced  by  these 
aliens  who  come  to  this  country  and  serve 
under  contract  at  a  lesser  wage  rate  than 
that  paid  to  the  American  laborer?  That 
the  contract  system  does  offer  a  premium 
to  immigration,  there  is  no  question,  but 
should  it  be  understood  that  if  our  laws 
restricting  immigration  are  repealed  that 
only  the  more  desirable  class  of  foreigners 
will  land  on  our  shores  ?  While  the  repeal  of 
our  contract  labor  law  might  secure  for  us 
a  greater  number  of  the  more  desirable 
class  of  foreigners,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  the  means  of  not  only 
increasing  the  influx  that  is  now  pouring 
in,  but  that  it  would  bring  in  a  class  of 
laborers  that  under  the  contract  system 
would  lower  the  wage  rate  and  divide  the 
wages  of  our  American  workingman  and 
fill  our  country  with  tramps  seeking  for 
employment.  We  have  in  mind  a  number 
of  instances  in  which  Italian  laborers 
were  given  employment  to  the  exclusion 
of  Americans  who  were  considered  "less 
desirable,"  solely  because  the  Italians 
were  willing  to  accept  an  amount  for 
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their  services  that  the  American  could 
not  live  upon.  Is  such  a  condition  of 
affairs  conducive  to  our  social  advance- 
ment as  a  people?  Yet,  this  is  what  the 
repeal  of  our  contract  labor  law  promises 
for  us  when  we  yield  to  the  inducement 
that  by  its  repeal  we  secure  a  better  class 
of  citizens. 

The  foreigner  who  comes  to  America 
under  the  present  existing  state  of 
our  laws,  is  induced  to  do  so  with 
the  prospect  of  competing  with  the 
American  laborer  for  American  wages. 
It  is  true  that  circumstances  may 
compel  him  to  accept  service  at  a 
lesser  rate  than  that  paid  his  Amer- 
ican brother  and  thus  constitute  him  a 
dangerous  opponent,  but  after  all  he  is 
not  to  be  compared  to  the  many  who  con- 
tract their  services  before  coming  over 
with  a  definite  promise  of  employment  to 
the  exclusion  of  our  American  working- 
men.  We  do  not  assume  that  in  each  and 
every  instance  of  the  400,842  arrivals  at 
the  port  of  New  York,  that  each  one  came 
inspired  with  a  personal  determination  to 
compete  with  American  labor  at  American 
prices,  but  it  is  our  opinion  that  such  of 
the  number  as  did  come  inspired  with 
this  determination,  are  of  a  character 
whose  citizenship  is  most  desirable.  The 
greater  number,  no  doubt,  were  induced 
to  come  through  inducements  held  out  by 
friends  or  relatives  upon  whom  they  will 


depend  to  a  greater  or  less  degree 
support  until  they  have  acquired  a  kn 
edge  of  the  customs  and  laws  of 
country.  This  latter  class  in  their  de- 
pendency, who  were  inspired  with  prom- 
ises of  protection  and  support,  should 
they  come  to  America,  form  a  close 
analogy  with  that  class  who  come  here 
under  contract  labor  laws,  and  their  effect 
upon  the  labor  market  is  almost  identical. 

The  unprecedented  influx  of  the  p 
year  is  a  question  which  invites  our  ra 
earnest  attention.  It  seems  cone  In  si- 
that  our  immigration  laws  are  inadequa 
to  control  the  serious  situation  that 
threatens  American  labor.  From  the  com- 
missioner's report  it  is  evident  that  a 
majority  of  the  arrivals  are  of  a  class  that 
are  least  desired  as  citizens,  being  ignot*' 
ant  and  impoverished— in  short,  a  menace 
to  society.  It  seems  high  time  that  more 
stringent  measures  were  adopted  to  close 
the  door  against  this  influx,  by  the  fram- 
ing of  laws  that  will  turn  back  the  dross 
to  the  shores  from  which  it  comes.  If  it 
is  the  desire  of  the  people  to  admit  none 
but  an  enlightened  class  of  foreigne  rs  to 
citizenship  in  the  United  States,  let  there 
be  a  law  framed  making  the  prerequisite 
to  citizenship  in  the  United  States,  the 
ability  to  read  our  constitution  intelli- 
gently, which,  when  combined  with  t 
provisions  of  the  present  law,  will  insure 
to  us  all  that  we  now  desire. 


DISCIPLINED  OH  THE  READING. 


Our  prediction  that  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading's  policy  would  undergo  a  marked 
change  with  the  appointment  of  W.  G. 
Besler  has  been  verified  and  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  even  our  utmost 
expectations  will  be  exceeded  by  that 
gentleman  in  the  systemization  of  those 
details  which  go  to  make  a  well  disciplined 
line.  The  Philadelphia  North  American, 
in  commenting  upon  Mr.  Besler's  policy, 
makes  a  statement  that  does  not  appear 
in  harmony  with  economic  ideas,  and 
which  seems  foreign  to  such  a  character 
as  Mr.  Besler  possesses.  It  states  that 
Mr.  Besler  has  established  a  spotter  sys- 
tem at  an  expense  of  $1,125  per  month  to 
watch  its  conductors  and  brakemen,  and 
that  these  employes  are  kept  under  sur- 


veillance practically  all  the  time.  We 
produce  the  article  entire  herewith: 

Many  changes  have  been  made  recently 
in  the  working  force  of  the  New  York 
division  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Readinj 
Railway.    Superintendent  W.  A.  Gan 
is  determined  to  improve  the  service, 
to  carry  out  his  plans  he  has  inaugnrat 
a  strict  system  of  discipline.   He  spent 
days  and  nights  at  a  time  in  his  specii 
combination  engine  and  car.  and  whe 
he  is  in  this  city  he  frequently  has  befoi 
him  several  men  summoned  to  explf " 
alleged  derelictions. 

Accustomed  to  regulations  which 
not  always  carried  out,  the  employes 
aghast  at  the  superintendent's  methods.. 
They  never  know  when  he  will  pay  them 
a  visit,  as  his  movements  are  not  an- 
nounced in  advance.  One  day  he  mav  be 
at  Bethlehem,  another  at  Boundbrook  and 
another  at  Third  and  Berks  streets.  He 
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is  doing  this  in  order  to  be  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  existing  system,  so 
at  he  may  know  where  to  introduce 
needed  reforms.  When  he  drops  in  at  a 
station,  roundhouse  or  signal  tower  he 
CKtfully  notes  everything  and  tests  the 
ledge  of  the  men  at  work.  That  very 
escapes  his  eye  has  been  again  and 
!  demonstrated,  to  the  sorrow  of 
careless  workers. 

These  tours  of  inspection  are  not  the 
only  things  feared  by  nervous  employes. 
Mr.  Garrett  has  a  fashion  of  insisting  on 
knowing  why  errors  have  been  committed. 
'  a  train  passes  a  station  a  minute  or 
two  late  the  engineer  or  conductor  in 
many  instances  must  explain.  Should 
tie  employe  be  at  fault,  he  is  punished 
according  to  the  gravity  of  the  error. 
This  vigorous  way  has  upset  the  equa- 
'  -ity  of  the  men,  many  of  whom  are 
ambling.  They  say  that  he  is  too  ex- 
acting. But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  men 
who  are  grumbling  are  paying  strict  at- 
tention to  their  duties. 
Another  feature  of  the  new  administra- 
which  is  responsible  for  much  of  the 
iness,  especially  among  conductors 
brakemen,  is  a  spying  system.  It  is 
wn  that  seven  men  are  paid  $100  a 
month  to  watch  the  movement  of  con- 
ductors. The  conductor  is  kept  under 
wrveillance  from  the  time  he  begins  his 
day's  work  until  he  goes  to  bed.  Every- 
thing that  he  does  in  this  time  is  carefully 
noted,  so  that  an  accurate  estimate  of  his 
may  be  obtained. 
Fire  spotters  are  paid  $85  a  month  to 
"low  brakemen.  One  of  Mr.  Garrett's 
reforms  is  a  new  apportionment  of  the 
irision  dispatchers.  Instead  of  one 
~bief  dispatcher  there  are  day  and  night 
Lief  dispatchers  at  various  points.  Em- 
who  were  classed  as  operators 
have  been  promoted  to  these  posi- 
tions, and  new  men  have  taken  their 
places.  This  increase  in  the  salary  roll 
has  been  in  a  measure  offset  by  taking 
one  brakeman  from  each  of  the  shifting 
ecgine  crews. 

While  Mr.  Garrett  receives  the  credit  of 
inaugurating  the  many  reforms  men- 
tioned above,  we  see  behind  them  the 
master  mind  of  Mr.  Besler,  whose  de- 
termination to  bring  about  a  perfect  state 
discipline  is  being  felt  by  every  em- 
ploye from  the  humblest  in  the  ranks  to 
the  highest  official  under  him.  We  do 
aot  believe,  however,  that  Mr.  Besler  is 
behind  any  scheme  of  so  contemptible 
nature  which  thus  publicly  proclaims  its 
conductors  and  brakemen  to  be  thieves, 
as  that  set  forth  in  the  above,  and  which 
creates  such  an  extensive  field  for  that 
;»mpire,  the  spotter,  to  ply  his  nefarious 


it. 


Mr*.  Besler's  ideas  of  economy  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  word  are  too  well 
developed  to  share  the  belief  that  he 
would  continue  men  in  service  whom  he 
knew  to  be  thieves  or  possessed  of  such 
characters  as  are  not  conducive  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  company.  His  integrity  is 
too  well  known  to  believe  that  he  would 
approve  any  plan  which  puts  a  premium 
on  false  reports  by  spotters.  We  do  not 
hold  that  all  conductors  are  honest,  but 
we  do  most  emphatically  resent  the  as- 
sumption that  all  are  dishonest.  It  would 
be  only  fair  to  assume  that  this  is  pro- 
portionately true  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading,  but  we  do  not  believe  that  a 
condition  exists  which  cannot  be  over- 
come by  the  enforcement  of  certain  regu- 
lations in  the  ticket  department.  We 
have  ever  been  bitter  in  our  denunciation 
of  the  spotter  and  the  thief.  The  first 
because  he  employs  any  illegal  mettufa 
or  falsehood  to  attain  his  purpose,  re- 
gardless of  guilt,  in  order  to  retain  his 
position.  Thus  he  becomes  a  perjurer,  a 
fiend  incarnate,  who  brings  misery  into 
the  little  homes  of  those  who  are  as  in- 
nocent of  wrong-doing  as  the  children 
who  await  their  coming  to  greet  them. 
We  condemn  the  thief  because  he  wil- 
fully witholds  that  which  he  knows  be- 
longs to  another;  because  he  courts 
shame  and  disgrace  and  invites  that  dis- 
aster upon  his  wife  and  little  ones  that 
he  knows  is  sure  to  follow  his  apprehen- 
sion, but  the  operations  of  the  spotter 
subject  both  alike  to  disgrace.  The  pub- 
lic have  no  way  of  determining  the  guilt 
or  innocence  of  either,  and  both  are 
looked  upon  as  criminals.  If  there  be  any 
one  point  lacking  to  confirm  the  belief 
in  public  mind  that  the  conductors  em- 
ployed on  any  line  of  railroad  are  dis- 
honest, it  is  supplied  when  that  company 
inaugurates  a  spotter  system  and  gives  it 
to  the  press  that  munificent  salaries  are 
paid  in  that  connection.  Its  evils  are 
further-reaching  than  appears  on  the  sur- 
face. It  must  demoralize  the  best  system 
in  the  world  which  thus  openly  brands 
its  employes  as  thieves  before  the  travel- 
ing public,  and  subjects  them  to  the 
taunting  sneers  and  insulting  allusions 
to  their  honesty.  We  cannot  believe  that 
Mr.  Besler  would  willingly  adopt  any 
policy  which  has  the  tendency  to  subject 
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his  employes  to  this  humiliating  state. 
If  there  is  necessity  for  reform  along  the 
lines  of  the  passenger  service  on  the 
Reading,  we  believe  he  will  adopt  the 
methods  of  other  well-managed  lines  that 
have  a  system  that  practically  relieves 
the  conductor  of  those  temptations  and 
insures  better  service  from  the  fact  that 
the  conductor  feels  that  he  is  not  being 


watched  as  a  thief  by  one  whom  he  feel: 
is  ever  ready  to  sever  the  slender  con 
that  binds  him  to  the  company.  We  nave 
a  firm  belief  in  the  sincerity  of  Mr.  Bes- 
ler's  intentions  and  the  purity  of  nisi 
motives  and  we  trust  that  he  will  disap- 
prove any  plan  which  has  in  it  the  hu- 
miliation of  those  working  under  him. 


CUBA  FOR  1 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Cuban  con- 
vention which  met  at  Havana  on  Novem- 
ber 5  for  the  purpose  of  framing  and 
adopting  a  constitution  for  the  people  of 
Cuba,  was  to  pass  resolutions  of  con- 
gratulation and  thanks  to  General  Wood, 
and  of  confidence  in  our  president's  good 
faith;  but  the  spirit  of  the  convention 
manifested  itself  most  forcibly  when  the 
oath  was  subscribed  to  desiring  complete 
independence,  which  expressly  renounced 
"allegiance  to  or  compact  with  any  state 
or  nation."  Governor  Wood,  who  opened 
the  convention,  said  in  part:  • 

It  will  be  your  duty,  first,  to  frame  and 
adopt  a  constitution  of  Cuba,  and  when 
that  has  been  done  to  formulate  what  in 
your  opinion  ought  to  be  the  relations 
between  Cuba  and  the  United  States. 
The  constitution  must  be  adequate  to 
secure  a  stable,  orderly  and  free  govern- 
ment. When  you  have  formulated  the 
relations  which  in  youf  opinion  ought  to 
exist  between  Cuba  and  the  United  States, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  will 
doubtless  take  such  action  on  its  part  as 
shall  lead  to  a  final  and  authoritative 
agreement  between  the  people  of  the  two 
countries  to  the  promotion  of  their  com- 
mon interests. 

All  friends  of  Cuba  will  follow  your  de- 
liberations with  the  deepest  interest, 
earnestly  desiring  that  you  will  reach  just 
conclusions,  and  that  by  the  dignity,  in- 
dividual self-restraint,  and  wise  conserv- 
atism which  shall  characterize  your  pro- 
ceedings, the  capacity  of  the  Cuban  peo- 
ple for  representative  government  maybe 
signally  illustrated. 

The  address  of  General  Wood  is  warmly 
commended  by  the  press  in  several  parts 
of  the  United  States,  which  even  goes  so 
so  far  as  to  intimate  that  our  pledge  to 
Cuba  was  made  without  thought— yielding 
for  the  moment  to  the  impulse  of  senti- 
ment. It  is  also  expressed  that  the 
Cubans  will  have  to  accept  something 


iE  CUBANS. 

less  than  an  absolute  and  unqualified  in- 
dependence and  that  one  of  the  powers 
appertaining  to  sovereignty,  which  the 
Cubans  may  be  fairly  asked  and  should 
be  more  than  willing  to  renounce,  is  the 
power  of  entering  into  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  foreign  governments.  Such 
utterances  do  not  voice  the  sentiments  of 
the  patriots  of  this  country,  nor  of  any 
who  believe  in  upholding  the  integrity  of 
the  nation.   We  cannot  conceive  a  more 
contemptible  excuse  to  exercise  further 
sovereignty  over  these  poor  people  than 
that  pleading  the  excuse  that  we  yielded 
to  the  influence  of  sentiment  and  througfh 
hysterical  emotion  passed  the  resolution 
that  provided   that   these  poor  people 
should  be  given  their  independence.  Was 
that  vow  less  sincere  because  our  people 
as  a  nation  demanded  by  force  of  arms 
that  they  be  free,  and  recognizing  the 
righteousness  of  their  cause,  promised 
their  assistance  to  that  end?   Let  our  in- 
tegrity be  maintained  whatever  the  cost, 
and  if  there  be  regrets  arising  from  sel- 
fish motives  while  considering  the  cost  of 
the  late  war,  let  us  not   violate  our 
promise  to  an  oppressed  people  to  satisfy 
a  selfish  greed.   The  Philadelphia  North 
American,  in  an  editorial,  expresses  the 
situation  forcefully  as  follows: 

Without  calling  into  question  Governor 
General  Wood's  qualities  as  an  adminis- 
trative chief,  it  must  be  confessed  that  he 
is  conspicuously  lacking  as  a  diplomat- 
ist. Undoubtedly  he  possesses  unusual 
aptitude  for  the  business  of  an  executive 
officer.  He  sees  clearly  and  goes  straight 
to  the  mark.  But  either  by  nature  or  by 
training,  or  for  want  of  political  experi- 
ence, he  sometimes  displays  singularly 
little  tact  in  meeting  delicate  situations. 

In  all  matters  relating  to  the  meeting 
of  the  Cuban  Constitutional  Convention 
General  Wood  has  erred  grievously,  the 
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more  so  that  his  senseless  blunders  have 
strewn  the  path  of  withdrawal  from  Cuba 
for  the  United  States  with  unnecessary 
difficulties.  His  call  for  the  convention 
was  clumsily  worded  and  gave  offense  to 
the  sensitive  Cubans,  who  construed  his 
official  notice  to  mean  that  the  United 
States  proposed  to  exercise  a  protectorate 
over  the  island  in  its  dealings  with  for- 
eign nations.  The  Nationalists  at  once 
took  up  his  instructions  as  a  challenge, ' 
and  elected  a  majority  of  their  party  can- 
didates as  delegates  to  the  convention. 
At  the  same  time  ominous  threats  were 
uttered  by  hot-headed  leaders  that  the 
Cabans  might  again  be  driven  to  defend 
their  liberty.  Santiago,  the  stronghold 
of  the  insurrection  against  Spain,  made 
the  departure  of  its  delegates  to  Havana 
the  occasion  for  a  popular  anti- American 
demonstration,  and  the  press  exhorted 
them  to  repel  foreign  interference. 

But  the  significance  of  these  things 
does  not  appear  to  have  gone  home  to 
General  Wood.  Last  Monday  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Constitutional  Convention  he 
repeated  his  previous  blunders.  Twice 
in  a  speech  of  only  four  hundred  words 
he  told  the  delegates  who  represented  the 
Cuban  people  that  they  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  have  a  free  hand  in  defining  the 
final  relations  between  Cuba  and  the 
United  States.  If  his  reiteration  of  his 
offensive  utterances  does  not  stir  up  hos- 


tility to  this  country,  we  misjudge  the 
character  of  the  liberty-loving  National- 
ists. And  the  more  their  suspicion  of  the 
United  States  is  aroused  and  their  an- 
tagonism excited,  the  more  doubtful  will 
be  the  success  of  our  mission  in  Cuba. 

We  went  into  Cuba  with  our  army  with 
an  honest,  unequivocal  pledge,  recorded 
upon  the  honor  of  the  nation,  that  the 
Cubans  should  be  given  their  independ- 
ence. There  were  no  saving  conditions 
to  the  sacred  vow.  It  is  too  late  now  to 
repent  for  our  high  purposes  in  making 
war  upon  Spain.  If  we  compel  payment 
in  any  kind  for  our  unselfish  services,  we 
vitiate  absolutely  the  worthy  nature  of 
our  work.  Cuba  s  vast  debt  to  us  is  un- 
deniable, but  we  must  rely  upon  her  to 
requite  us  out  of  gratitude,  not  because 
it  has  come  into  our  heads  at  this  late 
day  to  demand  advantages  over  other 
nations  with  which,  as  an  independent 

f>ower,  the  island  republic  must  nave  re- 
ations.  If  we  find  our  adventure  as  a 
war  power  unprofitable,  we  must  grin  and 
bear  it.  That  was  a  chance  that  we  took 
at  the  start.  It  would  be  criminal  bad 
faith  on  our  part,  because  we  are  strong 
enough,  to  exact  a  reward  for  what  we 
have  done  with  such  ostentatious  display 
of  virtue.  And  that  is  exactly  what  Gen- 
eral Wood  threatens  the  Cubans  we  pro- 
pose to  do. 


A  NEGRO  FUNERAL  PYRE. 


Lake  Station,  Colorado,  has  a  monu- 
ment standing  as  a  terrible  warning  to 
the  negroes  of  that  state.  It  is  an  iron 
post  set  into  the  ground  and  which  has 
already  done  service  to  hold  its  victim 
while  flames  consumed  the  body.  The 
crime  committed  by  the  negro  in  this 
instance  was  one  indigenous  to  that  race 
of  brutes  that  are  permitted  the  freedom 
of  our  broad  land.  The  terrible  exempli- 
fication of  punishment  assessed  upon 
those  guilty  of  similar  crimes  in  Ohio  and 
in  other  states  had  no  lesson  in  them  for 
this  sensual  brute.  With  fiendish  lust  he 
clutched  his  innocent  victim,  subjecting 
her  to  hellish  indignities,  then  completing 
his  work  he  murdered  her.  No  pen 
picture  need  be  drawn  to  impress  upon 
the  mind  the  atrociousness  of  the  crime 
that  causes  every  feeling  within  us  to  re- 
volt and  cry  out  for  protection.  The 
spirit  that  incites  the  wild  beast  of  the 
forest  or  the  humble  domestic  fowl  to 


protect  her  brood  does  not  lose  its  force 
in  the  human  family  and  we  can  well  un- 
derstand the  feeling  that  cries  out  for 
vengeance  against  the  monster  whose  in- 
nate nature  is  to  defile  the  purity  and  in- 
nocence of  our  homes.  An  account  of  the 
cremation  taken  from  an  exchange  shows 
the  spirit  of  determination  to  avenge 
these  outrages: 

Preston,  or  John  Porter,  the  young 
negro  who  murdered  Louise  Frost  near 
Limon  a  week  ago,  was  burned  to  death 
by  a  mob  at  Lake  Station,  three  miles 
from  here,  last  evening,  at  the  very  spot 
where  he  had  committed  the  awful  crime. 
R.  W.  Frost,  the  father  of  Porter's  victim, 
touched  the  match  to  the  pile  that  blazed 
up  and  consumed  the  body  of  the  miser- 
able wretch.  The  mob  was  not  of  the 
ordinary  kind.  Deliberate  preparations 
for  the  killing  of  Porter  had  been  made 
at  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens  in  Limon  on 
Thursday  night,  and  to  prevent  the  mob 
from  assuming  too  large  proportions, 
all  the  bad  characters  of  the  place  had 
received  notice  to  leave  the  community. 
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The  crime  committed  by  Porter  and  to 
which  he  had  confessed,  stirred  all  Colo- 
rado for  several  days,  and  at  Denver, 
where  the  negro  had  been  taken  for  safe- 
keeping, crowds  had  gathered  at  different 
,  times  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
prisoner  from  the  jail  and  disposing  of 
him  in  a  summary  way. 

It  was  6:35  o'clock  when  the  father  of 
the  murdered  girl  touched  the  match  to 
the  fuel  which  had  been  piled  around  the 
negro,  and  twenty  minutes  later  a  last 
convulsive  shudder  told  that  life  was  ex- 
tinct. ' 

What  agony  the  doomed  boy  suffered 
while  the  flames  shriveled  up  his  flesh 
"could  only  be  guessed  from  the  terrible 
contortions  of  his  face  and  the  cries  he 
gave  from  time  to  time. 

The  mob  numbered  500  and  during  all 
.  the  preparations,  as  well  as  throughout 
the  sufferings  of  the  negro,  hardly  an  un- 
necessary word  was  spoken. 

Grimly  they  stood  in  a  circle  about  the 
fire  until  the  body  was  entirely  consumed 
and  then  quietly  they  took  their  way  back 
to  Limon,  whence  they  departed  for  their 
homes  shortly  afterward. 

Porter  did  not  seem  to  realize  the  awful 
fate  that  awaited  him.  For  more  than  an 
hour,  while  preparations  for  his  execu- 
tion were  in  progress,  he  stood  mute  and 
sullen  among  the  avengers.  When  every- 
thing was  ready,  he  walked  to  the  stake 
with  a  firm  step,  paused  as  he  reached 
the  circle  of  broken  boards  to  kneel  in 

Srayer.  He  was  allowed  to  take  his  time, 
[e  arose  and  placed  his  back  to  the  iron 
stake,  and  half  a  dozen  men  wound  chains 
about  his  body  and  limbs. 

Kerosene  oil  was  applied  to  the  wood, 
and,  after  a  brief  pause,  Richard  W. 
Frost,  the  father  of  Louise  Frost,  applied 
a  match. 

For  a  moment  only  a  little  flickering 
flame  arose.  Then  the  oil  blazed  up, 
sparks  flew  into  the  air  and  the  wood  be- 
gan to  crackle.  At  first  Porter  did  not 
utter  a  sound,  but  when  the  flames 
touched  his  body  he  began  writhing.  He 
tugged  at  his  chains,  and  begged  to  be 
released,  crying  out  that  he  had  some- 
'  thing  more  to  tell.  When  his  plea  failed 
he  asked  to  be  shot.  Porter  s  cries  of 
pain  continued  until  the  fuel  was  all  but 
consumed.  The  body  then  fell  over,  and 
fresh  boards  were  piled  on  it.   Oil  was 

Soured  on  these,  a  brand  was  thrown  on 
le  pile,  and  Porter  was  soon  dead. 
Through  the  entire  affair  little  was 
said.  As  they  had  calmly  prepared  for 
the  avenging,  so  the  people  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State  carried  out  their  plan 
coolly  and  deliberately.  There  was  not  a 
hitch  in  the  entire  proceeding.  Not  a 
weapon  was  drawn;  there  was  no  angry 
discussion.  After  the  fire  had  burned 
low  they  told  each  other  good-night  and 
int  home. 


The  train  bearing  the  negro  in  custody 
of  Sheriff  Freeman  and  his  deputies  ar- 
rived at  3:45  p.m.  The  cars  were  crowded 
with  newspaper  reporters  and  people  who 
were  curious  to  see  the  negro  executed. 
R.  W.  Frost,  the  murdered  girl's  father, 
was  one  of  the  passengers. 

When  the  train  stopped,  sixteen  men, 
who  had  been  selected  by  the  vigilance 
committee,  entered  the  train  and  de- 
manded the  prisoner  from  the  sheriff. 
The  officer  protested  in  the  name  of  the 
law  and  asked  the  men  to  allow  him  to 
take  the  prisoner  to  the  county  jail  at 
Hugo,  but  his  protests  were  disregarded. 
One  man  carried  a  rope,  one  end  of  which 
had  been  formed  into  a  hangman's  noose. 
This  was  slipped  over  the  negro's  neck. 

It  was  at  first  announced  that  the  negro 
was  to  be  executed  by  hanging.  Many, 
including  the  father  of  the  negro's  victim, 
protested  that  such  a  death  would  be  too 
easy,  and  it  was  finally  decided  to  leave 
the  method  of  death  to  the  father. 

He  decided  upon  burning  at  the  stake. 
The  train  was  thdn  allowed  to  proceed, 
and  at  Lake  Station  the  party  left  the 
train  and  began  preparation  for  the  deed 
of  vengeance. 

Wagons  were  dispatched  for  wood,  and 
on  their  return  a  score  of  men  began  pre- 
paring for  the  fire.  When  at  last  prepa- 
rations were  completed  a  further  delay 
was  made  because  it  was  known  many 
were  en  route  from  Hugo  and  other  parts 
of  the  country  to  take  part  in  the  affair. 
It  had  been  announced  that  5:30  o'clock 
should  be  the  hour  for  starting  the  fire, 
but  it  was  nearly  an  hour  later  when  the 
word  was  finally  given. 

No  inquest,  it  is  said,  will  be  held  over 
the  remains  of  Porter.  In  fact,  the  coro- 
ner can  not  find  any  of  the  remains  on 
which  to  hold  an  inquest.  Every  vestige 
of  the  negro  was  incinerated.  The  iron 
rail,  to  which  the  negro  was  bound,  will 
be  left  standing  as  a  warning,  While  no 
women  witnessed  the  cremation,  many  of 
them  went  to  the  scene  before  the  fire 
was  lighted  and  remained  while  the  negro 
was  led  from  carriage  to  carriage  for  in- 
spection. 

The  women's  vote  was  a  unit  for  burn- 
ing. 

While  the  details  are  sickening  and  in- 
spire the  soul  with  horror  we  cannot  help 
but  feel  that  the  punishment  meted  out 
was  just  and  if  room  is  left  for  doubt  in 
that  connection  it  is  dispelled  by  the 
spirit  of  the  women  who  voted  that  he 
should  burn.  In  a  discourse  relating  to 
the  negro  as  a  menace  to  society,  a  noted 
divine  recently  said:  "Are  we  not  in  a 
measure  if  not  wholly  responsible  for  his 
presence  among  us?  Is  it  not  the  retri- 
bution of  a  just  God  that  we  must  suffer 
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now  for  our  sin  in  transplanting  the 
negro  among  us  as  a  slave?"  While  we 
believe  that  through  his  transportation 
we  have  invited  the  many  crimes  upon 
our  innocent  children,  we  cannot  believe 
that  God  would  visit  upon  us  a  retribu- 
tion so  vindictive  as  this.  The  remotest 
ancestor  of  the  negro  of  whom  we  have 
knowledge  was  condemned  by  his  father 
for  a  shameless  act  and  made  to  be  the 
servant  of  his  brothers  and  through  all 
generations  there  has  been  no  change  to 
mark  the  character  of  the  descendents  of 
Ham.  Bloodshed  and  discord  have  been 
brought  upon  our  fair  land  to  f re*e  him 
from  the  yoke  of  slavery.  Society  has 
been  polluted  by  permitting  the  union  of 
negroes  and  white  women  in  some  of  our 
states.  Henious  crimes  follow  their  wake 
in  every  state  in  the  union  that  call  for 
vengeance  from  the  mothers  of  the  inno- 
cent victims.  Our  civil  laws  are  defied  by 


citizens  in  good  standing  in  their  respec- 
tive communities  who  mete  out  barbarous 
justice  and  are  called  to  give  no  account 
to  the  offended  law  of  the  nation.  Must 
this  state  of  chaos  forever  exist?  God 
forbid  that  this  beast  be  forever  permitted 
to  disgrace  our  fair  land  with  his  pres- 
ence; and  if  our  only  safety  lies  in  his  de- 
portation we  pray  that  the  day  may  soon 
come.  When  we  consider  the  dangers  at- 
tendant upon  these  open  violations  of  our 
laws  we  can  but  shudder  and  call  to  mind 
the  vivid  imagination  of  the  author  of 
"Caesar's  Column"  who  depicts  a  situ- 
ation in  which  laws  have  lost  their  force. 
We  are  not  inclined  to  be  pessimistic  but 
the  constantly  growing  category  of  crime 
leads  us  to  deeply  deplore  that  our  laws 
are  inadequate  to  cope  with  these  hellish 
attacks  upon  our  wives  and  daughters 
and  the  future  seems  dark. 


INSURANCE  AGAINST  STRIKES. 


The  national  convention  of  Austrian 
manufacturers,  which  was  held  during 
the  month  of  November,  had  upon  its 
program  the  reception  of  papers  relating 
to  and  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  "In- 
surance Against  Strikes."  An  associa- 
tion has  recently  been  formed  to  this  end, 
not  only  in  Austria,  but  in  Germany  as 
well,  and  has  for  its  object  a  plan  to  in- 
demnify its  members  for  all  losses  sus- 
tained by  them  from  unjust  strikes  which 
may  break  out  in  their  respective  estab- 
lishments, whether  voluntary,  sympa- 
thetic, or  forced.  It  is  maintained  by  a 
weekly  premium  paid  by  its  members  and 
which  amount  equals  from  three  to  four 
per  cent  of  the  amount  of  his  pay  roll. 
In  case  of  a  strike  the  indemnity  received 
shall,  as  an  experiment,  be  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  wages  paid  to  his  employes  for  the 
week  next  preceding  the  strike.  It  is 
pnrely  speculative  in  this  connection,  but 
it  is  thought  that  the  premiums  paid  will 
warrant  the  payment  of  this  indemnity 
during  the  continuance  of  any  strike, 
unless  such  strike  should  become  general 
in  its  nature  and  extend  beyond  the  time 
when  the  premiums  no  longer  secured 


such  indemnity.  It  is  provided,  however, 
that  no  indemnity  shall  be  paid  if  a  com- 
mittee of  confidential  agents  appointed 
by  the  association  shall,  after  full  investi- 
gation of  all  the  circumstances,  find  the 
strike  a  justifiable  one.  From  this  fact  it 
will  be  seen  that  they  recognize  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  justness  of  strikes  and  that 
the  objects  of  the  association  are  based 
upon  a  principle  that  commends  itself  as 
a  business  proposition.  Just  what  the 
practical  result  will  be,  for  the  present, 
is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  but  it  seems  to 
embody  in  it  a  plan  which  affords  ample 
protection  to  the  employer  against  unjust 
strikes,  while  it  in  no  way  assumes  to 
protect  its  members  in  holding  out 
against  the  just  demands  of  labor. 

It  is  said  that  a  similar  organization, 
having  for  its  objects  the  same  purpose 
as  that  of  the  Austrian  manufacturers, 
has  been  organized  in  Leipsic,  Germany. 
Thus  the  principle  seems  to  be  gaining 
ground  that  labor  is  justified  under  cer- 
tain conditions  to  strike,  and  that  manu- 
facturers recognize  the  necessity  of  not 
only  protecting  themselves  against  the 
influences  of  strikes  brought  about  un- 
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justly,  but  of  compelling  their  members 
to  concede  the  just  demands  of  the  em- 
ploye in  every  instance.  This  is  an  im- 
portant concession  to  labor  and  will  be 
watched  with  much  interest  by  American 
manufacturers.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
the  American  is  loth  to  admit  his  willing- 
ness to  adopt  the  progressive  ideas  of  his 
European  cousins,  it  will  sooner  or  later 
find  a  footing  on  American  soil  and  re- 
ceive a  trial  under  the  conditions  which 
surround  American  labor. 

Let  us  try  to  conceive  its  effect  upon 
the  wage  earner  of  this  country.  We  can 
imagine  that  an  associated  body  of  manu- 
facturers who  have  a  sinking  fund  created 
from  premiums  paid  in  to  indemnify  its 
members  in  case  of  unwarranted  strikes, 
will  do  much  toward  discouraging  such 
strikes,  for  the  reason  that  the  plan  itself 
requires  inquiry  into  the  causes  thereof 
by  a  committee  who  shall  decide  the  just- 


ness thereof,  and  if  found  to  be  unwar- 
ranted, shall  make  public  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  case  and  the  manufac- 
turer is  sustained  in  his  action  and  paid 
an  indemnity  so  long  as  the  men  bold 
out.  On  the  other  hand,  it  demands 
recognition  on  the  part  of  its  members 
in  the  just  demands  of  the  wage  earner, 
and  compels  him,  at  the  sacrifice  of  in- 
demnity and  the  protection  of  the  associ- 
ation, to  meet  the  demands  of  such  labor. 
This  latter  clause  forms  an  important 
concession  to  labor  that  may  militate 
against  its  adoption  in  this  country  for 
some  time  to  come,  yet  as  the  right  of 
labor  to  demand  its  rights  becomes  more 
and  more  generally  recognized  we  believe 
that  the  spirit  of  progress  will  bring 
about  a  measure  of  a  corresponding 
nature  intended  to  protect  both  employer 
and  employe  in  the  adjustment  of  differ- 
ences. 


RIGHT  TO  RESE1 

There  is  now  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  pending  deci- 
'  sion,  a  case  which  has  excited  not  a  little 
interest  among  the  traveling  public.  Two 
passengers  became  involved  in  dispute 
over  the  possession  of  a  seat,  which  the 
defendant  claims  he  had  reserved  by  plac- 
ing his  luggage  therein,  but  which  the 
plaintiff  claimed  by  reason  of  his  right 
to  a  seat  and  the  absence  of  the  defend- 
ant from  same  to  hold  his  right  thereto. 
When  the  defendant  returned  and  de- 
manded the  seat  now  in  possession  of  the 
plaintiff  the  latter  refused  to  give  it  up, 
whereupon  the  defendant  became  enraged 
and  laid  violent  hands  upon  the  plaintiff 
and  tried  to  eject  him,  so  the  story  goes. 
While  occurrences  of  this  nature  are  so 
common  as  to  give  but  little  interest  to 
the  conductor,  who  witnesses  scenes  of 
this  nature  almost  daily,  a  legal  decision 
settling  this  long-disputed  question  will 
probably  be  of  interest  to  them.  There 
are  but  few  of  us  who  have  not  long  ago 
settled  in  our  minds  who  the  rightful 
possessor  of  a  seat  under  such  conditions 
is.  Observation  of  human  nature  and 
experience  have  done  much  to  mould  our 
opinions,  and  we  believe,  to  make  us 


?B  A  CAR  SEAT. 

competent  to  pass  upon  grievances  of 
this  nature. 

An  opinion  of  Mr.  Frank  Loomis,  coun- 
sel of  the  New  York  Central,  is  quoted  in 
this  connection  in  the  Express  Gazette  as 
follows: 

"When  a  passenger,"  said  Mr.  Loomis, 
"buys  a  ticket  he  presumes  that  he  is  to 
get  a  seat,  and  unless  there  is  some  un- 
usual condition  he  is  legally  entitled  to  a 
seat.  It  he  enters  an  ordinary  coach 
where  no  seats  are  reserved,  he  finds  no 
trainman  to  usher  him  to  a  seat.  It  is  the 
custom  of  railroad  companies  to  allow 
passengers  in  such  coaches  to  choose 
their  own  seats.  This  practically  amounts 
to  a  regulation  of  the  company.  If  a 
person  sits  down  in  a  seat  and  then  for 
any  reason  leaves  it  without  in  some  way 
marking  it  as  reserved  by  himself,  and 
returns  to  find  it  occupied  by  another 

gassenger,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he 
as  no  right  to  ask  this  passenger  to 

five  up  the  seat.  If,  however,  he  leaves 
is  cane  or  umbrella  or  hand  bag  in  his 
seat  and  then  goes  to  the  platform  to 
buy  a  paper,  or  for  any  other  purpose, 
and  returns  to  find  his  baggage  moved 
and  the  seat  occupied,  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  he  has  a  legal  and  moral  right  to 
that  seat.  He  has  the  same  right  to  it 
that  he  would  have  if  he  had  been  sitting 
there  for  an  hour  while  the  train  was 
under  way  and  had  stepped  to  one  end  of 
the  car  to  get  a  drink  of  water.  If  a  man 
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across  the  aisle  stepped  into  the  seat  he 
would  certainly  not  be  entitled  to  it. 

"Now,  being;  wronged,  how  can  he  get 
this  wrong  righted?  A  passenger  who 
had  been  deprived  of  his  seat  would  cer- 
tainly not  have  the  right  to  eject  the  in- 
truder forcibly.  He  would  have  to  sue. 
Another  course  open  to  him  would  be  to 
appeal  to  the  conductor  of  the  train.  The 
employes  of  the  road  could  go  to  the  in- 
truder in  the  seat  and  ask  him  to  give  it 
up.  They  could  say  to  him  that  he  was 
violating  the  rules  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany, which  recognized  the  right  of  the 
other  man  to  that  seat,  inasmuch  as  it 
permitted  passengers  to  select  their  own 
seats  instead  of  assigning  seats  to  them. 
If  the  man  refused  to  vacate,  the  trainmen 
would  have  the  right  to  eject  him,  using, 
however,  only  such  force  as  was  necessary 
to  accomplish  this  end." 

We  are  inclined  to  favor  the  view  that 
Mr.  Loorais  takes  of  the  situation  so  far 
as  he  goes.  His  right  to  possession  under 
any  of  the  conditions  cited  appeals  to 
that  courtesy  that  custom  has  established 
as  an  unwritten  law  among  people  who 
travel,  and  which  custom  we,  as  conduc- 
tors, believe  should  be  maintained  and 
recognized.  But  there  is  another  view  to 
be  taken  of  the  abuses  to  which  this  cus- 
tom has  been  made  subject  that  appeals 
to  ns  as  one  to  be  condemned,  and  which 
may  be  coincident  with  that  now  before 
the  New  York  Supreme  Court.  It  is  the 
intention  of  our  railroads  to  provide  com- 
fortable seats  for  its  passengers  so  that 
no  passenger  may  be  under  the  necessity 
of  standing  up.  As  our  ordinary  coaches 
are  arranged,  each  seat  will  comfortably 
seat  two  persons,  and  is  all  theroomthey 
can  expect  to  occupy  of  right.  It  is  a 
common  practice,  however,  with  some 
persons  to  exceed  this  right,  as  well  as 
the  rules  of  the  company,  by  usurping  a 


whole  seat  with  their  extra  baggage  to 
the  exclusion  of  persons  who  must  re- 
main standing  on  this  account.-  This 
custom  has  become  quite  common  on 
many  roads,  and  many  times  we  see  the 
entire  seat  monopolized  by  luggage  of  one 
kind  or  another,  while  the  owner  is  per- 
haps smoking  one  of  the  butcher's  best 
and  occupying  two  entire  seats  in  the 
smoker.  Thus  he  is  in  possession  of 
eight  seats,  while  entitled  to  but  one,  and 
then,  if  he  returns  and  finds  his  baggage 
removed  by  a  passenger,  he  urges  his 
claim  to  possession  on  the  ground  that  he 
has  established  a  baggage  car  of  the  four 
that  he  originally  possessed.  (?) 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  our  rail- 
roads established  a  rule  specifying  that 
no  baggage  would  be  permitted  to  lie 
upon  the  seats  of  its  coaches  to  the 
exclusion  of  its  passengers  that  the  right 
with  regard  to  the  possession  of  seats 
would  regulate  itself.  In  absence  of  such 
a  law  or  rule  it  is  our  opinion  that  a  pas- 
senger forfeits  his  right  to  the  seat  he 
originally  occupied  when  he  takes  an- 
other seat,  either  in  the  same  coach  or  in 
another  part  of  the  train.  Our  experience 
has  been  that  the  complaints  arising 
from  the  usurpation  of  seats  temporarily 
vacated  under  such  conditions  as  have 
been  cited  by  Mr.  Loomis  are  vastly  in 
the  minority  as  compared  to  the  number 
arising  out  of  those  given  rise  to  by  what 
is  known  as  the  "hog"  who  wants  every- 
thing in  sight.  The  character  exhibited 
by  the  complainant  in  this  case  lends  to 
the  belief  that  he  is  of  this  family,  and  if  it 
can  be  so  shown  we  hope  the  decision  of 
the  court  will  establish  a  precedent  for 
all  states  that  will  be  the  means  of 
effectually  eliminating  the  nuisance. 


» 

CENTURY'S  GREETBNG  TO  AID  RED  CROSS. 


The  parting  of  the  centuries  on  the 
night  of  the  31st  of  the  coming  December 
will  have  a  celebration  of  world-wide  im- 
port and  interest  in  the  unique  watch 
meetings  to  be  held  in  this  country  under 
the  auspices  of  The  American  National 
Red  Cross. 

The  specially  organized  Twentieth  Cen- 
tory  Department  of  the  Red  Cross,  is  now 
preparing  to  hold  watch  meetings,  as  far 


as  practicable,  in  every  city,  town  and 
village  of  the  United  States.  Mammoth 
meetings  are  already  arranged  for  in  New 
York  and  other  leading  cities,  in  Madison 
Square  Garden  and  other  great  auditor- 
iums, to  see  the  old  century  out  and  the 
new  century  in.  At  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den Sousa's  famous  band  will  furnish  the 
music  and  a  grand  chorus  of  one  thousand 
voices  will  be  heard  in  song  until  mid- 
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night,  interspersed  with  speeches  and 
greetings. 

These  "Greetings'1  will  be  an  unique 
and  epochal  feature.  Not  only  the  rulers 
of  the  prominent  nations  of  the  world,  but 
theleadingcelebritiesof  every  land— Tols- 
toi, Joseph  Chamberlain.  Dreyfus,  Zola, 
Kruger,  Sir  Edwin  Arnold,  Hall  Caine, 
Anthony  Hope,  Lord  Roberts  and  more 
than  fifty  others,  making  a  total  of  about 
one  hundred,  have  written  special  mes- 
sages for  the  Red  Cross,  on  the  progress 
of  the  19t  h  Century  and  the  promise  of  the 
20th  Century. 

Such  a  grouping  of  crystalized  thought 
from  the  master  minds  of  all  the  earth  on 
a  subject  of  such  universal  interest  was 
never  before  made.  The  contribution 
pledged  to  the  service  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  branch  will  form  a  most  inspir- 
ing and  impressive  memorial.  So  impor- 
tant and  significant  are  these  "Greetings" 
that  the  originals  are  to  be  preserved  for 
the  nation  in  the  Congressional  Library 
at  Washington. 

At  every  Red  Cross  watch  meeting  in 
city  or  village  throughout  the  land  there 
will  be  opened  simultaneously  a  sealed 
packet  containingthese  "Greetings"  from 
the  Old  World  to  the  New  on  the  close  of 
a  century  so  unpercedented  in  achieve- 
ment and  the  coming  of  another  so  trans- 
cendent in  promise. 

In  the  noble  memorial  address  by  Miss 
Barton  to  congress  some  twelve  years  ago 
she  recalled  the  fact  that  probably  no 
sign  or  figure  in  the  secular  world  is 
sacred  to  so  many  eyes  as  the  Red  Cross 
of  Geneva.  It  is  the  insignia  of  a 
humanity  that  knows  no  foe.  In  the 
fiercest  conflict  of  arms  it  passes  unchal- 
lenged on  its  mission  of  mercy.  Its  in- 
ternational organization  is  founded  on 
the  welcome  and  authorization  of  the 
united  governments  of  the  civilized 
world.  Its  chief  directors  abroad  are  men 
of  the  foremost  standing,  andthecrowned 
heads  of  Europe  are  its  patrons.  It  is  em- 
inently natural  and  fitting  that  it  should 
be  the  medium  for  bearing  messages  of 
cheer  and  fraternity  that  will  inspire  and 
delight  all  America  in  these  great  watch 
meetings. 

The  object  of  these  meetings  is  to  raise 
funds  for  the  American   National  Red 


Cross,  and  to  signalize  the  dawning  of 
another  century  by  giving  world-wide 
prominence  to  that  fraternity  between  na- 
tions which  tends  to  ameliorate  the  hor- 
rors of  war. 

The  Red  Cross  in  other  countries  has 
been  endowed  by  various  means,  but  in 
the  United  States  it  has  worked  from  one 
national  emergency  to  another  without  an 
endowment  or  sustaining  fund,  and  it  is 
believed  that,  at  the  dawning  of  a  new 
century,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
will  gladly  gather  together  in  mass 
meetings  to  watch  the  old  century  out  and 
the  new  century  in,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  aid  in  the  national  and  international 
work  which  has  for  its  watchword  "Hu- 
manity." 

The  American  National  Red  Cross  has, 
for  the  first  time,  consented  to  give  the 
public  an  opportunity  to  contribute  to  a 
permanent  sustaining  fund  for  this  broad- 
est of  charities. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  to  Ameri- 
can readers  on  the  history  and  work  of 
Miss  Clara  Barton  and  The  American 
National  Red  Cross,  nor  as  to  what  she 
and  the  Society  have  done  for  the  soldiers 
of  the  regular  and  volunteer  armies  of 
this  and  other  countries.  With  the  pro- 
vision of  such  a  fund  as  is  proposed,  the 
occurrence  of  any  great  calamity,  such 
as  recently  visited  the  city  of  Galveston, 
would  find  it  in  a  position  to  offer  that 
most  valuable  of  all  assistance — first  re- 
lief. 

It  is  expected  that  some  adequate  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  such  a  sustain- 
ing fund  through  the  agency  of  the 
watch  meetings  and  the  subscriptions 
for  the  sealed  packet  of  "Greetings" 
which  will  be  delivered  to  every  meet- 
ing in  the  country  at  a  very  moderate 
charge. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Red  Cross, 
provision  may  be  made  also  for  the  special 
financial  benefit  of  any  local  church  or- 
ganization or  any  other  meritorious  ap- 
plication. 

Full  information  in  regard  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  watch  meetings  in  any 
city  or  town  will  gladly  be  furnished  on 
application  to  The  American  National  Red 
Cross  in  the  St.  James  Building,  New  York 
City. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  the  great,  noisy,  bustling  city  of  Chicago,  on 
Wednesday.  Oct  17,  the  busy  Secretary  of  the  In- 
surance Association  of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  to  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors  issued  two  policies. 
Little  she  thought,  as  she  placed  her  signature  on 
one  of  those  policies  that  it  might  cost  the  com- 
pany just  $200.  but  Providence  had  not  willed  it  so. 
Just  as  those  policies  had  been  securely  sealed 
and  mailed,  an  accident  occurred  in  the  city  of 
St  Paul;  an  accident,  which,  had  not  the  kindness 
of  an  all-wise  Providence  interfered,  might  have 
proved  fatal.  The  principal  in  that  accident  was 
Mrs.  J.  C.  McCall.  Sub.  Agent  of  Insurance  of 
Coma  Division,  and  I,  who  am  a  bosom  friend  of 
the  lady's,  am  firmly  of  the  belief  that  bad  not 
that  policy  been  written  she  today,  at  this  writing, 
might  have  been  sleeping  the  sleep  that  knows  no 
waking:  calmly  resting  upon  a  pillow  of  flowers 
brought  by  the  kind  hands  of  the  Ladies  Auxil- 
iary. Some  of  you  may  tbink  me  radical,  but  as 
she  lay  on  that  bed  of  anguish  and  saw  each  day 
the  slow  healing  of  the  ugly  Wounds  and  felt  the 
sharp  stinging  of  the  smothered  pains,  and  as  she 
grasped  the  policy  in  her  band,  she  could  not  but 
say.  "Surely.  I  for  one.  ought  to  be  a  grateful 
benefactor." 

Now,  Sisters,  my  plea  is  this:  '  You  belong  to  this 
Auxiliary:  the  insurance  is  a  side  issue.  You 
want  your  Order  to  be  a  success,  and  you  want  the 
insurance  a  success  as  well.  Can  you  not  spare 
just  thirty  cents  a  month  toward  its  support?  That 
means  just  one  card  party  less,  just  one  pound  of 
sweetmeats  less,  or  a  curtail  on  some  other  lux- 
ury. Now,  you  who  have  not,  as  yet,  been  insured, 
don't  hesitate,  but  come  boldly  up  to  the  mercy 
seat  and  say,  here  is  my  $1.05.  take  my  name  and 
issue  me  a  policy.  You  will  feel  so  happy  and  sat- 
isfied. You  will  at  least  feel  that  you  have  done 
your  duty.  I  was  as  big  a  skeptic  as  anyone  at  one 
time,  but  as  I  held  that  policy  in  my  hand  and 
read  the  name  of  my  husband,  the  beneficiary,  a 
thrill  of  happiness  went  through  me.  Now  it  is 
only  a  trifle.  Don't  wait  to  be  teased,  but  respond 
to  the  word  at  once  to  come. 

Well,  so  much  for  the  insurance  and  so  much  for 
the  injured  Sister,  whom  we  are  glad  to  know  is 
skipping  around  as  lively  as  ever.  To  this  fact 
our  Grand  President  will  most  willingly  tentify  as 
the  Sister  above  mentioned  happened  to  be  her 
pilot  for  a  short  time  during  her  stay  in  St.  Paul. 

Sister  Moore  has  finally  paid  us  that  official  visit 


and  she  left  us  on  Saturday  a.  m.  for  Seattle.  Her 
visit  was  one  of  pleasure  and  profit  to  each  one  of 
us.  We  sat  spell  bound  and  drank  in  every  one  of 
the  words  of  wisdom,  counsel  and  advice  so  fitly 
spoken.  Sister  Moore,  above  all  others,  in  reality 
possesses  tbe  happy  faculty  of  saying  the  right 
thing  in  the  right  place.  She  took  us  through  a 
most  excellent  drill  of  the  initiatory  rank,  ballot- 
ing, etc..  and  carefully  reviewed  each  clause  in  the 
constitution  and  by-laws.  Tbursday  we  were  en- 
tertained by  the  members  ofiL.  A.  Division  101  in 
Minneapolis.  The  local'committee  had  most  care- 
fully prepared  the  program  of  the  day.  which  in- 
cluded a  dinner  of  eight  courses  at  tbe  Nicollett 
Hotel.  A  delightful  reception  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Langams  in  the  evening  proved  a  fitting 
climax  for  tbe  day's  round  of  profit  and  pleasure. 
Sister  Langam  proved  herself  an  entertaining 
hostess  and  the  affair  was  thoroughly  enjoyed. 
The  members  of  the  St.  Paul  contingent  never 
cease  singing  the  praises  of  Brother  Langam— by 
tbe  way.  Brother,  that  was  a  thoughtful  courtesy, 
tipping  the  street  car  conductor,  and  Sister  Rop- 
er.s  fingers  are  paralyzed  yet  holding  that  nickel 
waiting  for  him  to  come  her  way.  Sister  Moore 
was  tbe  guest  of  our  Sister  President.  Mrs.  Gilboy. 
while  in  St.  Paul.  A  number  of  the  members  of  L. 
A.  Division  123.  of  Austin,  came  up  to  the  St.  Paul 
meeting  Friday  and  remained  for  the  reception  at 
Sister  Gilboy's  in  the  evening.  Sister  Moore  gave 
us  an  interesting  talk  on  insurance,  and  I  tbink  as 
a  result  our  membership  in  the  beneficiary  depart- 
ment will  be  greatly  increased  before  very  long. 

Our  Division  is  preparing  for  a  Japanese  bazaar 
to  be  held  in  our  hall  in  Pytbian  Temple  just  be- 
fore the  holidays.  Sister  McManus  is  the  instiga- 
tor of  the  affair,  and  we  are  bending  our  efforts  to 
make  it  a  complete  success.  We  are  also  giving 
a  series  of  card  parties,  alternating  progressive 
eucber  with  cinch,  and  occasionally  giving  a  sil- 
ver tea  and  thimble  bee.  Sister  McGiven,  we  are 
grieved  to  say.  is  confined  to  her  home,  one  of  her 
little  girls  having  diptheria. 

Of  course  the  thought  uppermost  in  our  minds 
at  present  is  the  coming  convention.  We  are  anx- 
ious to  have  it  a  success  from  every  standpoint. 
We  want  to  make  our  visiting  delegates  feel  so  at 
borne  and  enjoy  their  visit  so  much  that  they  will 
want  to  come  and  see  us  again.  Oh.  by  the  way. 
Sisters,  members  of  Division  98.  if  you  have  a  few 
minutes  to  spare  this  morning  come  with  me  and 
take  a  little  walk.    Let  us  wend  our  way  up  to  the 
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brow  of  Merriam  Hill  and  place  our  right  hand 
over  our  eyes  and  look  on  toward  the  rising  snn. 
beyond  the  orchards  of  Ohio,  the  coal  fields  of 
Pennsylvania,  past  tbe  busy  commercial  centers, 
down  to  the  great  metropolis,  even  beyond  the 
gates  of  Castle  Garden,  past  Harvard.  Yale  and 
Vassar  and  the  busy  seashore  towns  of  the  New 
England  states,  even  past  the  border  line  into 
Canada,  and  what  do  we  see?  Then  let  us  turn 
square  corners,  face  about,  if  yon  will,  and  go  over 
on  the  on  the  Daytons  BlufT,  where  so  many  of  onr 
members  live,  and  stand  on  the  ragged  edge  of  the 
cliff  at  the  Indian  Mounds  and  look  down  past  the 
surging  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  beyond  the  cot- 
ton fields  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  even  to  the 
stricken  city  of  Galveston,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  what  do  we  see?  Then  let  ns  turn  again  to- 
ward the  setting  sun.  beyond  tbe  golden  gate  at 
San  Francisco,  past  the  waving  fields  of  golden 
grain  in  the  Dakotas.  through  the  Yellowstone  and 
the  Rockies,  the  sandy  plains  and  deserts  of  the 
far  west  till  we  reach  the  orange  and  rose  fields  of 
California,  till  we  are  lost  in  tbe  broad  expanse  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  what  do  we  see?  A  mighty 
army  divided  into  batallions  and  companies,  each 
moving  on  to  the  field  of  battle — the  scene  of 
action.  Where  is  this  encounter  to  be  held?  You 
know  as  well  as  I,  that  tbe  first  signal  will  be  given 
at  9  o'clock  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  right  here  in 
St.  Paul.  Are  we.  my  dear  Sisters,  as  a  local  Divi- 
sion, when  the  signal  from  the  commander  in 
chief  is  given,  to  be  found  with  rusted  bayonets 
and  worn  out  swords?  Ah!  no.  Let  us  make  up 
our  minds  as  the  virgin  of  old  did.  to  have  our 
lamps  trimmed  and  burning,  and  let  us  take  our 
one  talent,  or  perchance,  our  two  or  five,  as  the 
case  may  be.  and  make  the  most  of  it.  Let  us  not 
depend  on  our  delegate  nor  the  officers  we  may 
select,  but  let  us  each  step  out  as  individual  mem- 
bers and  do  what  we  can  to  see  that  the  part  we 
are  expected  to  take  is  a  success. 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  CORRESPONDENT. 

$ 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  Oct.  31  the  ladies  of  L.  A.  Division  122  planned 
and  carried  out  with  wonderful  success,  a  com- 
plete surprise  on  Brother  and  Sister  Hall,  who  are 
on  the  eve  of  departure  for  California,  where  they 
go  to  spend  the  winter  for  tbe  benefit  of  Mr.  Hall's 
health.  After  sending  a  beautiful  bunch  of  chrys- 
anthemums to  Brother  Hall  in  tbe  morning,  there- 
by exciting  the  jealousy  of  his  wife  to  some  ex- 
tent, in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  our  ladies 
marched  in  on  them,  bringing  dainty  refreshments 
and  a  very  handsome  cut  glass  dish,  which  Sister 
V.  P.  Carroll  presented  to  Sister  Hall,  touchingly 
referring  to  her  staunch  and  untiring  zeal  for  our 
cause  through  sickness  an d  death,  and  the  many 
trials  and  discouragements  incumbent  upon  her 
as  the  head  of  our  Order.  We  shall  sorely  miss 
her  through  all  the  long  winter  months,  but  we  are 
wonderfully  cheered  with  the  happy  thought  that 
we  will  welcome  them  back  with  the  sunshine  and 
flowers  of  beautiful  spring.  At  our  last  meeting 
a  very  interesting  letter  was  read  from  our  much 
loved  Sister  Secretary  Hardenburg.  whose  re- 
moval from  our  midst  the  fortune  of  railroad  life 
has  made  necessary.  Brother  and  Sister  Harden- 
burg have  moved  from  our  city  to  the  sunny  state 


of  Texas,  and  the  best  wishes  of  a  host  of  friends 
fellow  them  to  their  new  home.  Division  122  as  a 
body,  and  the  members  as  individuals,  feel  that  we 
have  met  with  an  irreparable  loss:  and  while  we 
may  be  able  to  fill  the  office  of  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  with  perfect  satisfaction,  words  are  too 
weak  to  express  onr  regret  at  the  loss  of  her  beau- 
tiful personality:  Sister  Hardenburg's  amiability 
and  gentleness  having  won  the  hearts  of  all  who 
knew  her.  The  L.  A.  surprised  Brother  and  Sister 
Hardenburg  just  before  their  departure,  takixtir 
with  them  refreshments  and  flowers.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  our  Sister  President,  in  the  name 
of  the  Auxiliary,  and  with  words  of  praise  and 
commendation  for  her  faithful  and  efficient  ser- 
vice in  our  behalf,  presented  our  departing  Sister 
with  George  Eliot's  complete  works  handsomely' 
bound  and  illustrated.  The  only  thing  to  mar  in 
the  slightest  tbe  pleasure  of  the  occasion  was  the 
thought  of  the  good-byeto  come,  which  we  all  felt 
keenly,  but  we  earnestly  hope  our  loss  may  not  be 
permanent  and  that  fortune  may  so  favor  us  some 
time  in  the  future  as  to  turn  Brother  and  Sister 
Hardenburg's  footsteps  back  to  Peoria,  where 
they  will  ever  be  gladly  received  and  warmly  wel- 
comed. 

We  are  still  working  along  the  same  old  lines, 
which  means  giving  where  we  think  it  most  needed. 
At  our  last  meeting  we  voted  to  give  $5  to  the 
Home  of  the  Good  Sheppard.  having  some  time 
ago  given  the  same  amount  to  tbe  Galveston  flood 
sufferers,  and  now  it  is  our  wish  to  give  something 
to  help  the  Home  of  the  Friendless.  Division  122 
will  be  ably  represented  at  Delevan.  111.,  on  Nov. 
6.  by  Sisters  Brubuge  and  Doty,  who  meet  with  the 
Federation  of  Womens'  Clubs  to  report  the  work 
of  our  Auxiliary  for  the  past  year.  Brother  Corri- 
gan.  who  was  badly  bruised  and  shaken  up  in  a 
wreck  some  time  ago.  is  able  to  be  at  his  post  of 
duty  again,  and  through  your  correspondent  he 
wishes  to  thank  the  ladies  of  Division  122  for  send- 
ing flowers  during  his  convalescence.  He  is  also 
under  obligations  to  his  Brother  conductors  for  a 
box  of  fine  cigars.  We  extend  our  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  Sister  Winchester,  who  has  returned  from 
Eureka,  where  she  went  to  attend  her  father's 
funeral.  Sister  Carroll  royally  entertained  the 
tea  at  her  home  on  Thursday.  Oct.  4.  Your  corre- 
spondent enjoyed  to  the  utmost  a  short  visit  from 
Sister  Ada  Ashley,  of  Division  106.  Springfield. 
Illinois. 

As  this  letter  will  end  the  term  of  your  humble 
scribe  as  correspondent  to  The  Conductor,  we 
wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  editor  for 
many  past  favors,  and  also  to  thank  the  members 
of  our  Division  for  the  patience  and  forbearance 
with  which  they  have  endured  our  many  errors 
and  shortcomings.  Ida  M.  Oswald. 

Peoria.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

It  has  been  some  time  since  L.  A.  Division  101 
has  been  heard  from.  During  July  and  August  we 
held  but  one  meeting  per  month.  Some  of  our 
Sisters  were  out  of  town,  while  the  rest  of  us  en- 
tertained more  or  less  at  home. 

One  of  onr  Sisters  was  fortunate  enough  to  visit 
our  Sisters  in  Tacoma:  I  say  fortunate  because  the 
glowing  account  she  gave  of  their  great  hospital- 
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ity  and  ability  to  entertain  made  all  of  as  anxious 
to  visit  them.  We  feel  more  closely  related  to  Ta- 
coma  Division,  because  one  of  our  Sisters  has 
recently  been  transferred  to  that  Division.  We 
were  very  sorry  to  lose  the  Sister,  but  feel  that 
oar  loss  was  their  Brain,  and  as  we  are  all  working: 
for  the  same  results,  she  is  still  our  Sister.  The 
weather  having  crown  cooler  the  Sisters  are  think- 
ing of  our  socials  once  more.  I  fear  Sister  Her- 
bert rather  frightened  us.  for  no  one  has  ventured 
to  entertain  since  partaking  of  her  royal  spread. 
We  have  had  several  surprise  parties  of  late,  one 
on  Sister  Simons,  now  of  Tacoma.  one  on  Sister 
Christenson.  and  two  on  Sister  Pf eif er.  We  also 
had  a  lawn  social  at  Sister  Pfeifer's.  which  resulted 
most  satisfactorily. 

November  1  and  2  we  bad  the  pleasure  of  Sister 
Moore's  presence  and  instructions.  On  the  first 
an  all  day  session  was  held  in  Minneapolis,  only 
stooping  for  dinner,  which  was  served  at  Hotel 
Nicollett,  Our  St.  Paul  Sisters  were  well  repre- 
sented, but  we  were  sorry  onr  Austin  Sisters  were 
■Bible  to  attend.  .In  the  evening  a  reception  was 
green  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Chas.  Langan.  On  the 
second  a  meeting  was  held  in  St  Paul,  which  some 
of  our  Sisters  attended,  and  were  pleased  to  meet 
our  Austin  Sisters  also.  We  all  feel  it  would  be 
impossible  to  lose  interest  in  our  meetings  or 
slacken  our  efforts  for  improvement,  after  listen- 
lag  to  the  words  of  truth,  wisdom  and  encourage- 
ment from  Sister  Moore.  I  regret  that  every 
Sister  in  the  Order  could  not  have  been  present. 
We  regretted  being  unable  to  have  Sister  Moore 
with  as  another  day.  but  she  was  called  to  Taco- 
ma: in  fact,  if  we  could  keep  her  among  us  always 
we  should  be  pleased,  only  that  would  be  too  sel- 
fish: however,  the  remembrance  of  her  presence 
sad  the  good  she  has  done  us  will  abide  with  us. 
We  have  taken  in  several  members  this  year  and 
hope  to  have  several  more.  Three  of  our  mem- 
bers have  been  absent  for  some  time,  but  we  are 
looking  forward  to  their  return  and  bringing,  if 
not  a  Sister,  a  new  daughter. 

Minneapolis.  Minn.         Mrs.  J.  M.  Chantry. 


Mrtor  Railway  Conductor: 

"If  any  little  word  of  mine  may  make  a  life  the 
brighter.  God  help  me  to  write  that  word."  "If  any 
little  lift  of  mine  may  ease  the  burden  of  another, 
God  give  me  love  and  care  and  strength  to  help  a 
toiling  brother." 

A  great  writer  once  said;  "in  order  to  see  into 
mankind,  into  life,  and  still  more  into  ourselves, 
suffering  is  requisite."  Is  it  true  that  the  heart, 
like  some  rare  flower,  must  be  crushed  in  order  to 
give  to  the  world  its  sweetest  fragrance?  Like  the 
grape,  must  it  be  pressed  and  crushed  out  of  all 
semblance  to  itself  so  that  the  pure  wine  may 
make  glad  other  hearts?  Yes.  'tis  the  best  that 
comes  from  the  suffering,  tortured,  bleeding  heart 
if  it  is  used  as  the  Master  intended  it  should  be— to 
gladden  other  hearts— His  first  miracle  wrought  at 
the  marriage  feast  was  to  make  glad  troubled 
hearts  and  show  the  purity  of  the  unfermented 
•iae.  'Tis  the  unfermented  wine  of  the  crushed 
hfe  that  the  world  needs  today  poured  fresh  from 
the  Master's  hands,  not  sour  and  fermented  by  the 
human  touch:  but  if  in  obedience  to  His  voice,  al- 
though our  hearts  are  filled  with  tears-as"  the 


watering  pots  had  to  be  filled  with  water  to  be 
drawn  out  at  His  command— and  behold  the  rich, 
rare  wine  by  the  touch  of  the  Divine  hand,  bring- 
ing joy  and  gladness  to  the  friends  and  neighbors 
of  the  bridegroom. 

Today  my  heart  naturally  turns  to  our  sick,  dis- 
couraged Brothers.  In  my  vision  I  see  you.  Some  of 
you  have  been  helpless  so  long  and  the  time  has 
been  so  slow  in  passing  to  you.  who  have  always 
been  active  and  are  now  so  anxious  to  get  out  "to 
make  a  dollar"  for  the  loved  ones.  Oh,  this  wait- 
ing time  is  hard:  God  only  knows  all  about  it,  but 
dear  Brothers.  I  want  to  cheer  you  up  and  help  you 
to  live  for  those  who  love  you.  and  to  make  the 
rest  of  your  life  full  of  joy  and  gladness.  You  have 
been  laid  by  like  a  broken  down  engine  for  re- 
pairs, and  now  let  me  tell  you  you  will  come  forth 
a  better  man  just  as  the  engine  comes  out  of  the 
shop  a  better  engine.  Now.  my  Brothers,  don't 
you  worry  any  more  than  the  old  engine  did.  just 
trust  and  obey  orders  and  you  will  come  out  all 
right,  and  don't  forget  that  a  merry  heart  doeth 
good  like  a  medicine,  and  if  you  should  come  forth 
into  the  world  minus  arm.  leg  or  eye.  'tis  far  bet- 
ter than  to  leave  your  loved  ones  to  struggle  on 
alone.  Learn  to  be  proud  of  these  scars  of  the 
battle  field  of  life,  for  many  of  our  railroad  boys 
will  rank  high  in  the  next  life,  for  many  of  you 
have  laid  down  your  lives  for  others,  and  the 
crowning  day  is  coming  bye  and  bye.  All  the 
heroes  crowned  will  not  be  the  ones  in  the  midst  of 
the  din  of  battle  and  the  excitement  of  war. 
Through  the  silent  watches  of  the  night,  when  all 
are  asleep  around  you  and  you  hear  the  thud  thud 
of  the  engine  in  the  yards  and  you  begin  to  worry, 
listen,  and  deep  down  in  your  heart  you  will  hear 
a  still  small  voice  saying.  "Peace  I  leave  with  you. 
my  peace  I  give  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid.  Be  of  good  cheer, 
I  have  overcome  the  world."  Here  are  three  com- 
ments from  the  Master,  who  lived  on  earth  and 
suffered  and  was  tempted  on  all  points  as  you  have 
been.  He  says,  be  of  good  cheer,  be  not  afraid, 
and  let  not  your  heart  be  troubled.  Oh.  my  Brother 
what  more  can  I  say.  you  are  under  this  elder 
Brother's  care  and  he  loves  you;  your  sins  may 
have  been  many,  but  he  forgives  and  loves  you 
still,  and  sees  in  you  the  making  of  a  true,  good 
man  when  the  dross  of  your  life  has  been  con- 
sumed. Sometimes  He  sees  best  to  take  you-  to 
himself  to  make  you  perfectly  whole,  but.  He,  the 
Great  Physician,  understands  your  case,  and  He 
wants  His  children  happy,  never  gloomy,  never 
sad.  So.  my  Brothers,  cheer  up  and  the  elder 
Brother  will  help  you.  He  will  put  it  into  the 
hearts  of  your  railroad  brothers  to  be  more 
thoughtful,  and  to  visit  you  oftener.  and  in 
many  ways  He  will  help  you  here  and  here- 
after. Do  you  know.  I  think  these  earthly  brother- 
hoods are  catching  the  spirit  of  the  elder  Brother, 
and  right  here  Sisters,  let  me  express  my  thoughts 
on  the  Order  meeting  on  the  Sabbath.  I  used  to 
think  it  wrong,  as  many  of  you  do.  but  "days 
change  so  many  things:  yes.  hours.  We  see  so 
differently  in  suns  and  showers."  Prom  what  I 
know  of  the  O.  R.  C,  I  believe  it  could  become  a 
great  power  by  meeting  with  the  elder  Brother  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  Yon  remember  He  said,  "it  is 
lawful  to  do  good  on  the  Sabbath  day."  1  believe 
that  on  the  last  day  the  O.  R.  C.  can  stand  the  test 
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of  Math.  25.  I  believe  every  good  O.  R.  C.  man 
will  unite  with  and  go  to  church  with  his  wife  and 
children,  for  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do.  and  it  is  the 
thing  you  will  be  glad  you  have  done  when  your 
summons  comes  to  meet  the  elder  Brother,  for 
you  have  a  charge  to  keep  in  your  wife  and  child- 
ren, and  the  church  is  a  strong  safeguard  for  the 
young  and  a  source  of  strength  for  the  old.  Look- 
ing into  the  faces  of  the  officers  of  our  own  O.  R. 
C.  I  believe  they  are  all  christian  men.  I  can  im- 
agine them  gathered  together  in  His  name  with 
the  promise  ringing  in  their  ears,  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am 
I  in  the  midst  of  them.  This  promise  does  not 
apply  to  the  church  only,  but  any  gathering  for  the 
good  of  others.  I  can  imagine  I  hear  the  Lord's 
prayer  Our  Father,  closing  in  the  name  of  the 
elder  Brother  repeated  by  the  seen  and  the  un- 
seen in  unison,  and  then  I  know  the  business  will 
be  done  in  the  name  of  the  elder  Brother.  Sisters, 
I  cannot  forget  what  was  done  in  His  name  for  my 
own.  and  I  know-  the  same  will  be  done  for  many 
of  you. 

Sister  Ingram,  you  are  right  on  the  temperance 
question.  We  are  commanded  to  glorify  God  in 
our  bodies,  because  the  body  is  God's  temple. 
How  can  we  do  this  when  we  allow  all  unclean 
spirits  to  defile  us  and  make  us  unfit  for  His  pres- 
ence? My  Brothers,  isn't  it  awfully  sad?  Isn't  it 
pitiful?  It  isn't  yourselves  alone  who  suffer  be- 
cause you  become  intemperate,  but  those  you  love 
suffer  most.  How  I  dread  looking  into  the  sad. 
wistful,  longing  eyes  of  a  woman  whose  husband 
drinks,  and  hear  that  awful  cry.  Oh.  it's  worse 
than  death!  Death  is  so  terrible,  but  it  can't  be 
helped:  but  oh.  my  Brothers,  you  yet  have  it  in 
your  power  to  bring  joy  and  gladness  into  that 
dear  wife's  life.  Time  is  so  short  here.  Make  her 
happy  while  you  may.  Did  you  all  read  the  edi- 
torials on  O.  R.  C.  Men  as  Officials,  and  The  Ban 
on  Cigarettes?  The  children  should  read  the  lat- 
ter. Yes.  Sister.  I  believe  in  joining  the  L.  A.  if 
"Barkis  is  willin'. "  but  if  it  in  anyway  interferes 
with  the  home  duties  I'd  wait  awhile.  The  welfare 
of  the  home  is  women's  mission,  first,  last  and 
always.  Church  clubs  or  lodges  come  as  the  next 
things. 

I  liked  Hope's  letter  of  Topeka.  because  it 
was  like  her  name.  The  home  question  is  still 
agitated,  but  I  can  not  touch  on  that,  for  my 
thoughts  are  on  the  home  we  are  all  sure  of  need- 
ing being  prepared  for  us.  Brothers,  do  try  to  pay 
insurance  to  invalid  Brothers  so  that  they  will  be 
spared  the  worry  that  often  comes  when  the 
money  is  melting  away  like  snow.  'Tis  natural 
they  should  want  it  saved  for  the  loved  ones  if 
they  should  be  taken,  but  if  they  could  have  even 
a  portion  of  it  during  their  sickness  it  might  save 
them  to  their  loved  ones  for  many  years.  To  the 
dear  ones  who  are  walking  the  pathway  of  life 
without  the  visible  presence  of  the  companion 
who  smoothed  out  the  rough  places  along  the  way, 
causing  the  darkness  to  become  light  because  of 
their  good  cheer,  may  their  invisible  presence  fill 
your  heart  with  gladness,  for  to  them  will  be  given 
the  right  and  wrong  to  be  ministering  spirits  to 
the  loved  ones  on  earth.  This  message  was  sent 
me.  I  pass  it  on  to  you: 

"Dear  heart  alone  and  lonely,  though  shattered 


life's  hopes  may  be.  the  Lord  who  cares  for  the 
wayside  rock  will  much  more  care  for  thee.  Thy 
deeds  of  tenderness,  words  of  love,  like  Sowers, 
may  spring  and  twine  till  joy  comes  into  other  lives 
from  the  very  rents  in  thine." 
Hiawatha.  Kan.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Browne. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Our  Division  is  doing  very  well  for  the  time  we 
have  been  organized,  although  we  have  failed  in 
getting  in  some  new  members  that  we  were 
looking  forward  to.  During  the  summer  some  of 
the  Sisters  have  given  socials  at  their  homes,  the 
first  two  being  at  Sisters  Williams'  and  Jester's, 
where  members  and  outsiders  were  invited  and 
served  to  ice  cream  and  cake  and  a  social  good 
time  for  all.  The  last  one  was  at  Sister  Letts, 
assisted  by  the  members,  and  was  held  on  the 
lawn  and  a  cordial  invitation  extended  to  the  pub- 
lic. The  lawn  was  beautifully  decorated  with 
Chinese  lanterns  and  a  platform  laid  for  those 
who  love  to  trip  the  light  fantastic  while  the 
ladies  were  busy  serving  cream  and  cake.  Each 
social  netted  a  neat  sum.  which  was  turned  into 
our  treasury.  Some  of  our  Sisters  have  been  on  the 
sick  list:  all  are  convalescent  except  our  Vice-Presi- 
dent. Sister  Hine.  who  has  been  poorly  the  past 
few  weeks  and  at  this  writing  is  no  better.  At  our 
last  meeting  Sister  Doram  mounted  a  chair  and 
announced  that  she  would  give  a  social  at  her 
home  and  wanted  all  to  oome.  In  August  we  were 
invited  to  attend  a  union  meeting  at  Cheyenne. 
Our  Division  was  represented  there  by  five  mem- 
bers. I  was  unable  to  go.  which  I  have  regretted 
ever  since.  Those  who  were  present  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  our  Grand  President.  Mrs. 
Moore,  and  came  back  feeling  it  was  good  for 
them  to  be  there,  and  that  they  had  learned  a  great 
deal.  They  also  gave  us  a  few  pointers,  which  we 
deeded. 

In  the  October  number  I  read  with  pleasure  a 
letter  from  Division  118,  of  Tucson,  Ariz.,  which 
made  my  thoughts  turn  back,  as  it  was  at  Tucson 
that  I  got  my  first  experience  in  railroading  in 
1882.  At  that  time  there  was  no  O.  R.  C.  Division 
there.  Sister  Weir  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  her 
household  goods  by  fire,  while  visiting  in  the  east. 
Unfortunately  they  were  not  insured. 

North  Platte.  Neb.        Mrs.  S.  C.  Mecomber. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

If  we  did  not  see  the  members  of  Divisions  56 
and  359.  O.  R.  C,  once  in  a  while  we  would  not 
know  they  were  in  the  land  of  the  living.  We 
never  see  anything  in  The  Conductor  from 
them.  There  is  an  old  saying  "Still  water  runs 
deep  and  the  Old  Boy  at  the  bottom."  Wake  up. 
Brothers;  don't  let  us  spoil  our  eyesight  looking 
for  some  news  from  you  every  time  The  Conduc- 
tor comes,  and  be  disappointed  every  time. 

Now  that  I  have  called  the  Brothers  down  I  am 
going  to  say  a  few  words  to  some  of  the  Sisters— 
not  only  the  Sisters  of  my  own  Division,  but  the 
Sisters  of  every  Division.  Sisters,  the  time  will 
soon  be  here  when  we  will  have  nomination  and 
election  of  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Let  us 
think  well  before  we  nominate  any  Sister  for 
office.  Do  not  be  careless.  I.  for  one.  do  not 
believe  in  nominating  a  Sister  for  office  that  only 
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attends  meeting  three  or  four  times  during:  the 
year.  We  have  in  our  Division  some  officers  who 
have  passed  the  lodge  door  on  meeting  days  and 
who  refuse  to  come  to  meeting.  I  say  such  a  Sis- 
ter should  not  run  for  office  when  she  does  not 
care  enough  to  fill  her  chair  on  meeting  days.  We 
also  have  some  members  who  never  think  of 
attending  our  meetings,  but  let  them  just  hear  of 
our  Division  having  a  social  or  anything  in  the 
line  of  amusement,  and  just  see  how  every  one  of 
those  absentees  will  attend  that  !  Perhaps  I  will 
be  called  a  crank,  but  I  am  not  going  to  let  it 
worry  me.  I  mean  what  I  say.  I  get  discouraged, 
and  I  think  our  President  must.  too.  when  she 
reads  The  Conductor  every  month  and  sees 
bow  other  Divisions  have  such  good  attendance. 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  could  not. 

We  were  sorry  our  Grand  President.  Sister 
Moore,  could  not  visit  us  as  we  expected.  But  we 
hope  to  see  her  in  the  near  future. 

Albany.  N.  Y.  Correspondent  36. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Once  more  that  welcome  visitor.  The  Conduc- 
tor is  to  haad.  and  as  usual  I  delight  in  reading 
the  letters  from  the  Brothers  and  Sisters.  Our 
Division  is  progressing  nicely.  All  the  Sisters  are 
in  good  spirits,  and  by  being  loyal  and  just,  with 
malice  toward  none  and  charity  for  all.  our  meet- 
ings make  us  feel  that  we  are  indeed  banded 
together  in  sisterly  love  and  ready  to  lend  a  help- 
ing hand  to  those  in  need.  We  have  two  applica- 
tions to  be  voted  on  next  meeting  day.  Sister  Bon- 
ham  is  quite  sick.  We  hope  her  illness  will  be  of 
short  duration.  Brothers  Williams  and  Davis  are 
on  the  sick  list.  Brother  and  Sister  R.  B.  Ragsdale 
have  gone  to  Cincinnati  to  spend  a  week  or  ten 
days.  Brother  Lowe  has  quit  farming  and  taken 
his  run  again.  Division  139,  O.  R.  C.  I  am  pleased 
to  report,  has  been  increased  in  size  by  the  addi- 
tion of  several  new  members.  I  do  not  wish  to 
beat  I39'8  correspondent  out  of  his  job.  but  he  has 
been  laying  off  for  some  time  (and  I  think  without 
leave  of  absence),  but  presume  he  has  cause  for 
so  doing,  as,  ordinarily,  he  is  very  prompt. 

I  wonder  what  has  become  of  Division  118.  O.  R. 
C  as  I  do  not  remember  seeing  a  letter  from 
them  this  year?  Did  they  forget  to  elect  a  corre- 
ipondent.  or  has  he  lost  his  pen? 

Knoxville.  Tenn.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Our  President.  Mrs.  O.  F.  Holbrook.  met  with  a 
bad  accident  in  getting  off  her  wheel  and  is  now 
at  the  hospital,  but  full  of  courage  and  hoping  to 
be  out  some  time  in  December. 

Well.  Division  41  has  been  full  of  business;  we 
have  initiated  several  new  members  and  taken 
one  on  transfer:  had  socials,  a  grand  ball  at  the 
Mineral  Palace,  which  was  a  success  in  every 
way.  and  finally  got  supper  for  the  ball  given  by 
Division  36.  which  was  given  Hallowe'en  night. 

We  have  several  applications  out,  being  filled 
for  membership  insurance,  but  they  go  slow,  as  so 
many  of  the  Sisters  are  insured  for  so  much  more 
in  other  Orders.  "I  am  carrying  all  I  can  now,"  is 
the  answer  in  so  many  cases.  It  is  near  election 
time  in  Auxiliaries  and  we  are  busy,  as  this  is  an 
•qua!  suffrage  state.  We  would  like  to  hear  from 


Sister  Pollock  and  her  husband.  Brother  Buckley 
met  with '  an  accident  the  night  of  the  1st.  We 
hope  it  will  not  be  serious.  Brother  Yellowlee  is 
still  in  good  spirits  and  able  to  be  out  on  the  lawn 
in  an  invalid's  chair.  Sister  Ward  is  home  and 
with  us  once  more.  Some  of  the  ladies  are  wish- 
ing for  a  course  of  reading  or  something  whereby 
we  may  be  improving  our  social  circle.  They  are 
geting  tired  of  card  parties  and  balls.  The  ques- 
tion is.  where  shall  we  start?  and  what  shall  we 
take  up?  Mrs.  L.  B.  S. 

Pueblo.  Colo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  has  been  rather  dull  with  Division  67  through 
the  summer  months,  as  we  do  not  hold  our  meet- 
ings through  July  and  August  In  [September  we 
held  our  union(?)  meeting,  and  although  the  at- 
tendance from  other  Divisions  was  small,  and  not 
as  large  as  we  would  have  liked  from  our  own,  the 
Sisters  who  did  not  come  were  the  losers.  We 
had  our  Grand  President  here  and  she  worked  un- 
tiringly while  with  us.  and  I  think  we  all  feel  that 
we  learned  a  great  deal  in  the  time.  Sister  Moore 
arrived  in  Portland  September  6.  and  in  the  after- 
noon she  inspected  our  Division,  and  I  think  we 
did  well,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  let  that 
come  from  Sister  Moore. 

Thursday  evening  we  went  on  a  trolley  ride  to 
Cape  Cottage  and  enjoyed  a  shore  dinner  and 
attended  the  theater.  Friday  morning  we  were  at 
the  hall  ready  for  business,  and  we  were  as  busy 
as  bees— indeed  we  hardly  liked  to  take  time  to  go 
out  to  our  meals,  and  all  of  the  Sisters  who  could 
took  dinner  at  the  Preble  House  with  Sister  Moore, 
then  went  back  to  the  hall  to  take  up  our  work 
again.  By  the  way.  I  should  like  to  mention 
through  The  Conductor  the  kindness  we  were 
shown  by  Brother  Thomas,  proprietor  of  the 
Preble,  and  to  thank  him  for  bis  courtesy.  Friday 
evening  we  held  a  reception  in  the  hall,  inviting 
the  Brothers.  Those  who  did  not  come  missed  a 
treat,  as  I  know  they  all  enjoyed  Sister  Moore's 
remarks.  We  had  an  entertainment  and  served 
ice  cream  and  cake  during  the  evening.  Saturday 
morning  we  were  back  in  the  hall  again,  eager  to 
learn  all  we  could,  and  worked  right  through  the 
day.  the  most  of  us  taking  our  midday  lunch  in 
the  hall.  Sunday  we  took  a  trolley  ride  out  to 
Riverton  and  called  on  Sister  Sawyer  and  had  a 
very  pleasant  time.  A  number  of  the  Sisters 
escorted  Sister  Moore  to  the  station,  and  as  the 
train  bore  her  away  I  know  the  best  wishes  of  all 
went  with  her,  and  we  sincerely  hope  she  may 
meet  with  us  many  more  times.  I  know  of  no 
Sister  at  the  present  time  but  that  is  able  to  get 
out  to  the  meetings.  Sister  Stevenson  is  with  us 
again  after  her  long  sickness.  We  have  one  new 
member  that  we  expect  to  take  in  at  our  next 
meeting,  and  we  hope  there  will  be  more  to  follow. 
I  was  glad  to  see  something  in  the  September 
Conductor  from  Division  403,  down  in  the  moose 
regions.  I  wonder  why  we  see  nothing  from  Divi- 
sion 66?  Do  not  let  the  eastern  Brothers  out-do 
you? 

On  October  28  Division  66  held  a  meeting  in 
Bingham,  and  took  the  Sisters  along.  I  was 
not  one  of  the  fortunate  ones  myself,  but  have 
seen  one  of  the  Sisters  who  went,  and  she  said 
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there  was  a  goodly  crowd  and  they  all  enjoyed  it. 
Of  course  they  did !  don't  the  boys  always  give  ns 
a  grand  time  when  we  so?  Do  I  bear  some  Brother 
say  "taffy?"  Marigold. 
Portland.  Maine. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  looking;  over  tbe  different  articles  in  tbe  Octo- 
ber number,  and  realizing  that  we  are  just  enter- 
ing upon  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1900. 1  deem  it 
a  pleasure  to  represent  Division  37  in  the  columns 
of  The  Conductor.  I  feel  confident  that  every 
member  of  Columbia  Division  will  voice  me  in 
'saying  that  we  have  many  things  to  be  thankful 
for.  It  is  true,  there  has  been  much  sickness  and 
some  deaths  among  our  Brothers  of  Division  96. 
but  those  afflictions  only  belong  to  the  natural 
laws,  and  we  have  no  cause  to  complain.  The 
attendance  at  our  meetings  has  been  good  all 
through  the  year,  and  much  interest  is  manifested 
in  our  work.  We  have  added  four  new  members 
to  our  list,  with  bright  prospects  of  more  in  the 
future.  We  have  inaugurated  a  series  of  social 
entertainments,  and  the  Brothers  of  Division  58 
and  Sisters  of  Division  37  have  been  divided  into 
three  separate  divisions,  alphabetically.  These 
divisions  are  to  entertain  alternately  once  every 
month.  Two  of  the  series  have  already  been 
given,  and  everybody  enjoyed  a  "barrel  of  fun." 
The  first  was  given  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  E.  E.  Clark.  Cinch  and  crokinole  were, 
played  progressive  during  tbe  evening  and  Brother 
Clark  was  the  unfortunate  cinch  player  and  re- 
ceived the  "booby."  When  you  see  him  again  ask 
him  what  it  was.  [*]  The  second  was  given  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Kurtz,  and  a  guessing  game  was 
played,  which  provided  much  amusement.  Our 
grand  annual  ball  was  given  Thanksgiving  night. 
The  Brothers  and  Sisters  united  in  this  affair  and 
swelled  our  treasury  to  overflowing.  Our  good 
Brother  W.  A.  Coon,  of  the  O.  R.  C.  offices,  who 
was  chairman  of  the  arrangement  committee,  had 
more  business  than  a  presidential  candidate,  and 
left  nothing  undone  to  add  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
occasion. 

Well.  Sisters,  the  time  is  drawing  near  for  the 
election  of  officers,  and  I  believe  we  should  exer- 
cise much  forethought  and  judgment  in  this 
matter.  Let  us  not  vote  for  a  Sister  with  the 
spirit  that  she  is  a  bosom  friend,  and  that  her  op- 
ponent has  had  tbe  office  long  enough,  but  let  us 
forget  self  and  special  friendship  when  it  comes 
to  this  question  and  place  officers  in  the  chairs 
who  will  fill  them  with  grace  and  efficiency  and  to 
the  general  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  We 
would  all  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  some  of  our 
Sisters  whose  different  vocations  in  life  have 
necessitated  a  removal  from  among  us.  If  we 
can't  hear  your  voice,  let  us  have  an  epistle,  and 
with  charity  and  true  friendship  for  all  I  will 
close,  wishing  you  all  a  merry  Xmas  and  a  happy 
New  Year.  Mrs.  W.  Bottre. 

Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  the  year  and  the  century  are  nearing  a  close 
the  correspondent  of  Auxiliary  80  has  decided  to 
say  a  few  words  for  her  Division  to  show  the 
others  it  is  really  alive.  On  tbe  22nd  of  September 


our  Division  held  its  fifth  anniversary.  Our  Grand 
President.  Sister  Moore,  spent  the  day  with  us  and 
also  one  day  later  and  inspected  our  Division.  On 
the  19th  of  last  month  a  number  of  ladies  (14  in 
number)  from  Division  8  of  Sunbury  visited  our 
Division  also  Sister  Clay,  president  of  Harrisburg 
Division,  came  with  them.  After  a  short  session 
we  closed  our  meeting  for  the  day  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  the  afternoon  at  different  parts  of 
the  city,  after  which  we  enjoyed  a  most  delicious 
supper  at  one  of  our  prominent  dining  halls.  Prom 
there  we  went  to  the  home  of  Sister  Van  Kueran 
where  we  were  entertained  for  the  evening  and  at 
a  late  hour  departed  for  our  homes  after  bidding 
our  friends  a  very  pleasant  good  night. 
Elmira.  N.  Y.  Dutb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  39  still  stands  as  firm  as  a  rock,  with  a 
band  of  broad-minded,  intelligent  ladies.  There 
is  interest,  good  judgment  and  harmony  displayed 
at  each  meeting.  At  the  last  meeting  two  applica- 
tions were  received  and  we  have  one  candidate 
ready  for  initiation.  Our  Division  was  inspected 
November  23rd  by  Sister  Ryan  of  St.  Louis.  Her 
presence  encouraged  us.  and  while  we  are  glad 
that  the  dreaded  inspection  is  over,  still  we  en- 
joyed having  Sister  Ryan  with  us. 

Our  Grand  Officers  have  been  very  quiet  this 
term.  What  is  the  trouble.  Sisters?  We  subordi- 
nates like  to  hear  the  voices  of  our  generals:  it 
gives  us  courage  and  inspiration.  Ere  this  is  read 
the  election  of  officers  will  be  over.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  each  Division  will  elect  those  that  can 
and  will  fill  the  chairs.  An  indifferent  officer  can- 
not make  a  successful  one.  Let  the  leaders  be  en- 
thusiastic and  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  Order.  The  new  year  is  close 
upon  us;  let  each  Sister  resolve  to  do  more  for  the 
good  of  the  Order  than  she  has  ever  done  before 
and  may  success  attend  all  efforts.  Happy  is  the 
woman  who  can  say  she  hath  done  what  she  could. 

Jackson,  Tenn.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  the  time  for  the  election  of  officers 
will  soon  be  at  hand,  I  venture  to  say  that 
my  best  plan  is  to  get  one  more  letter 
in  The  Conductor  this  year.  We  still  meet 
for  the  good  and  prosperity  of  the  name  -we 
bear,  viz:  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  We  have  cheerful  and 
agreeable  times  tbe  few  hours  we  are  together. 
We  want  a  full  turnout  on  election  day.  We  want 
members  who  can  attend  regularly  to  fill  the 
officers'  chairs.  All  success  and  advancement  of 
tbe  Division  work  depends  upon  its  officers  being 
present  at  each  and  every  meeting  during  the 
year.  Our  officers  have  been  very  punctual,  we 
are  pleased  to  say,  during  the  past  year,  and  we 
are  certainly  very  proud  of  them  for  their  close 
attention  to  duty,  but  we  find  the  floor  members 
are  very  loathe  to  fill  a  chair  that  happens  to  be 
vacant  at  a  meeting.  Why  this  is.  I  do  not  know. 
I  often  wonder  what  kind  of  officers  such  mem- 
bers would  make,  so  unwilling  to  do  anything  that 
is  not  in  the  way  their  inclinations  run.  To  be 
good,  true  members  we  must  do  whatever  our 
heads  and  hands  find  to  do.  That  alone  will  advance 
the  cause  we  are  enlisted  in.  With  the  number 
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of  members  we  have  enrolled  a  great  work  is  ex- 
pected of  us.  and  we  never  want  to  have  said  of  us 
that  we  are  not  advancing:.  We  have  always  been 
represented  at  the  Grand  Division  and  also  at  the 
union  meetings,  and  have  done  quite  well  by  the 
way  of  organizing  new  Divisions,  but  our  work 
does  not  end  here.  There  are  still  many  eligible 
women  to  be  brought  into  the  L.  A.  ranks.  We 
have  parted  with  some  of  our  dear,  good  Sisters, 
who  are  honored  and  active  members  in  a  close-by 
sister  Division.  We  were  very  proud  of  them,  as 
they  helped  no  little  in  building;  up  No.88  when  we 
first  started  out  with  our  two  dozen  members. 
They  come  to  see  us  occasionally,  and  are  always 
welcomed  by  us.  Winter  is  now  hastening  upon 
us  and  there  is  no  telling  what  will  transpire  to 
make  our  convening:  together  pleasant  and  profit- 
able. 

But  now  we  want  some  one  to  tell  us  what  is 
going  on  in  Division  172.  Their  gatherings  are  so 
"secret"  that  they  do  not  have  a  correspondent  at 
all.  We  hope  this  will  not  occur  next  year,  for  we 
j~    are  the  Auxiliary  to  172  and  would  like  to  read  a 
|     letter  sometimes  in  The  Conductor  from  them. 
There  is  joy  at  Sister  Buehler's.  A  new  baby 
has  come  to  gladden  the  home.  We  want  her  to 
bring  it  to  Division  meeting:  before  the  weather 
becomes  too  cold. 
I       Altoona.  Pa.  Mary  M.  McCurdv. 

j     Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  sadness,  mingled  with  joy, 
1  that  I  sit  and  meditate  over  the  things  which  have 
come  and  gone  during  the  year  that  is  past.  When 
I  think,  have  I  done  my  duty  to  my  Sisters  as  best 
I  could.  I  fear  not.  Yea.  I  fear  there  have  been 
many  times  that  we  all  have  come  far  short,  but  to 
err  is  human,  and  as  the  new  year  dawns  upon  us 
I  wish  that  we  might  not  only  make  good  resolu- 
tions, but  keep  them  also.  As  correspondent  for 
Auxiliary  131 1  have  tried  to  do  the  best  I  could. 
The  L.  A.  is  very  dear  to  me,  and  I  shall  ever  work 
for  its  advancement.  It  has  been  the  means  of 
forming  many  tender  ties  of  friendship  that  would 
otherwise  have  been  unknown,  as  each  month  I 
read  the  letters  from  the  different  Sisters  I  feel  as 
if  I  had  a  part  in  the  cause  so  dear  to  each  woman, 
or  at  least  ought  to  be  to  everyone  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  L.  A.  I  wish  that  every  husband  who 
objects  to  his  wife  being  a  member  (for  alas  there 
are  some  in  Creston)  could  know  how  much  joy 
and  pleasure  it  would  add  to  her  life.  I  feel  then 
they  would  be  the  first  to  urge  them  to  take  the 
first  step.  Some  people  think  that  when  ladies 
join  a  lodge  or  any  organization  that  they  meet 
|      and  gossip  and  talk  about  this  one  and  that  one. 

During  my  connection  with  the  L.  A.  and  on  my 
|      visits  to  other  Auxiliaries.  I  have  never  heard  any 
Koasip:  all  is  love,  peace  and  harmony. 
Onr  President  has  been  called  upon  to  part  with 
I      her  father.  Our  Division  thus  far  has  had  but  few 
such  bereavements:  indeed  God  has  been  good 
Md  merciful  to  ns.    Brother  and  Sister  McCoy 
*re  rejoicing  over  a  young  conductor,  who  regis- 
tcrtd  at  their  home  November  15.    We  have 
&ot  had  many    socials,    as   the    weather  has 
been  very  bad  for  some  time.  On  the  16th  of  No- 
vember the  correspondent  had  a  birthday,  and  she 
anrited  th*  members  of  the  L.  A.  to  spend  the 


afternoon  with  her.  which  they  did,  and  brought 
with  them  a  beautiful  salad  set  and  preserve  dish. 
Their  kindness  will  ever  be  a  pleasant  memory. 

In  reading  the  letters  in  the  November  Conduc- 
tor I  read  with  interest  one  from  a  Sister  in 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  who  wishes  there 
might  be  an  Auxiliary  organized  there.  I  think 
that  Sister  would  be  just  the  one  to  start  the  move- 
ment, and  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  that  Sister 
call  on  the  wives  of  the  conductors  in  that  place, 
then  write  to  Sister  Moore!  who  will  either  come 
or  deputize  someone  who  is  near  to  organize  an 
Auxiliary.  If  I  knew  the  Sister's  name  I  would 
try  very  hard  to  induce  her  to  do  this,  and  I  know 
that  a  new  Division  would  be  started.  I  felt  two 
years  ago  just  as  that  Sister  feels  today,  so  I  set  to 
work,  and  with  very  little  effort  we  have  a  good 
Division,  although  small  in  numbers.  Wishing  all 
O.  R.  C.  and  L.  A.  Divisions  a  Merry  Xmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year.  Mrs.  S.  H.  Wright. 

Creston.  Iowa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  9  is  doing  very  nicely  at  present 
the  attendance  is  very  good.  We  have  initiated 
quite  a  number  of  new  members  this  year.  We 
gave  a  supper  and  conferred  the  Oh!  Why?  degree 
on  several  members  of  Divisions  114.  314  and 
175  at  the  hall  of  Division 314  on  October  31st.  The 
supper  -was  successful  and  drew  a  large  crowd 
which  helped  to  put  a  neat  sum  into  our  treasury, 
but  best  of  all  was  Brother  McQuiken  of  Division 
114  who  took  part  in  the  cake  walk.  He  discarded 
his  new  suit  of  blue  for  a  suit  of  red  with  a  rainy 
day  shirt  which  was  so  becoming  (?).  The  other 
events  of  the  evening  were  music  and  euchre, 
then  came  a  donation  from  our  President,  Sister 
Ody— a  beautiful  table  cover  which  was  raffled  off 
at  the  rate  of  one  cent  a  ticket,  everyone  wanted 
it  but  the  lucky  number  was  967.  This  proved  a 
success,  netting  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  A 
few  weeks  later  came  a  surprise  party  by  the 
Sisters  of  Division  9  on  Brother  G.  W.  Ban- 
dollar  of  Division  314.  with  pie.  cake  and  other 
good  things  to  eat.  A  very  pleasant  evening  was 
spent,  euchre  being  the  game  of  the  evening. 

Sisters  of  Division  9.  let  us  encourage  our 
officers.  They  have  been  prompt  and  faithful,  and 
our  meetings  were  well  attended.  Special  credit 
is  due  to  those  who  live  at  a  distance  and  must 
make  an  extra  effort  to  attend  the  meetings.  I 
wish  you  all  a  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New 
Year.  Correspondent. 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  147  is  still  alive  and  flourishing,  al- 
though working  under  great  disadvantages. 
Shortly  after  the  organization  of  our  Division  we 
were  greatly  shocked  and  pained  by  the  death  of 
our  beloved  President.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Leseney.  After 
the  decease  ot  our  Sister.  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
Phillip  Callahan,  became  President,  but  only  to 
remain  so  for  a  short  time,  for  by  her  removal 
from  the  city  we  also  lost  her.  At  the  present 
time  our  third  President  for  this  term  is  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Cunningham,  who  is  doing  very  well.  Sister 
Covert  has  also  left  us.  she  and  Sister  Callahan 
both  making  their  homes  in  Pueblo,  Colo. 
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We  have  held  several  socials  during  this  term,  at 
which  everyone  enjoyed  themselves.  At  our  last 
regular  meeting  Mrs.  Bessie  Quigley  became  a 
full  fledged  member  and  Sister.  After  the  business 
of  the  day  was  over  we  were  treated  by  the  social 
committee  to  cake  and  cocoa,  and  the  Sisters  vied 
with  each  other  to  see  who  could  talk  the  most. 
The  palm  was  awarded  to  Sister  Scudder  who  felt 
very  talkative  on  account  of  her  husband  being 
laid  up  with  a  sprained  knee. 

East  Las  Vegas.  N.  M*.      Mas.  C.  G.  Watson. 
t£ 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Although  Division  49  has  not  been  heard 
from  for  many  months  we  still  live  in  a  very  quiet 
way.  We  have  had  several  very  pleasant  parties 
this  year,  chief  among  which  was  a  lawn  fete  held 
at  the  home  of  Sister  A.  L.  Orr.  which  was  very 
successful  and  we  netted  a  neat  sum  for  the  Home. 
Sister  Bachelder.  although  not  meeting  with  us 
often  on  account  of  non-residence,  kindly  remem- 
bered us  with  a  beautiful  white  satin  sofa  pillow, 
with  the  colors  of  our  Order  and  its  emblem, 
which  we  appreciate  very  much  and  expect  to  raffle 
soon  and  upon  which  we  expect  to  realise  a  neat 
sum  for  our  treasury.  Next  is  an  autumn  social  to 
be  held  at  the  home  of  our  Vice  President.  Sister 
Keefe.  which  we  are  confident  will  be  a  success  as 
Sister  Keefe  is  a  royal  hostess.  Sister  Boylson. 
our  secretary  and  treasurer,  has  recently  returned 
from  Hot  Springs.  Ark.,  we  are  glad  to  say.  very 
much  improved  in  health.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  have  any  Sister  favor  us  with  a  visit  who  can 
conveniently  do  so.  Wishing  all  Auxiliaries  a 
happy  New  Year.  Substitute. 

Eagle  Grove.  Iowa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  47  has  some  very  interesting  meetings 
and  is  gaining  new  members.  At  our  meeting 
November  21st  Mrs.  M.  E.  Shatto  was  initiated. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Deanes  was  also  ready  for  initiation 
but  faced  the  goat  and  her  courage  failed.  We 
hope  she  may  take  up  new  courage  soon.  Al- 
though the  summer  was  exceedingly  warm  and 
our  attendance  small  we  held  our  meetings  regu- 
larly twice  a  month.  But  now  the  weather  is 
cooler  and  our  Sisters  are  coming  out  in  great 
numbers  and  I  hope  that  every  member  of  Division 
47  will  awaken  to  a  sense  of  this  duty  and  be- 
come interested  enough  in  Division  work  to  be 
present  at  every  meeting  and  to  help  us  do  the 
work  better. 

On  November  15th  and  16th  we  held  a  sauer-kraut 
supper  which  was  a  grand  social  and  financial 
benefit.  Just  ask  Brother  Wood  if  that  saner  kraut 
was  any  good.  He  had  a  very  small  (?)  sample  of  it. 
On  Nov.  21st  Sister  Rhinehart.  our  inspector,  ac- 
companied Sister  Brisbin  of  Division  9.  was 
present  with  us  and  inspected  us  in  our  work. 
Sister  Rhinehart  gave  us  some  very  encouraging 
remarks  and  I  hope  will  report  us  O.  K.  to  the 
G.  P.  We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  invita- 
tion to  attend  the  anniversary  at  Baltimore,  but 
very  sorry  to  say  could  not  attend  on  account  of 
inspection.  We  are  now  looking  forward  to 
going  to  Pittsburg  to  attend  the  union 
meeting  in  January.  Look  out  for  Division 
47   as  you   can   expect   a    large  delegation. 


Sister  Bender  lost  her  son  and  husband  within 
two  weeks.  She  has  the  sympathy  of  the 
entire  Division  in  ner  sad  bereavement.  We  are 
sorry  to  report  Sister  Herman  and  Sister  Cogman 
ill  but  hope  they  may  soon  recover.  I  wish  the 
best  of  success  to  all  Divisions  and  rejoice  in  their 
prosperity.  Mas.  Geo.  Mickey. 

Harrisburg.  Pa. 

6 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

The  close  of  1900  finds  Division  59  prospering. 
We  have  gained  several  members  the  past  year 
and  there  are  more  to  follow.  Our  attendance  has 
been  good  considering  that  our  members  are  scat- 
tered in  all  directions  within  a  radius  of  forty-five 
miles-  We  closed  our  doors  during  July  and 
August,  much  to  the  writer's  disappointment,  for 
I  doubt  if  our  hall  was  any  warmer  than  any  other 
place  during  a  summer  like  the  past  one.  A  union 
meeting  of  eastern  Divisions  with  our  Grand 
President.  Sister  Moore,  in  charge,  was  held  in 
Portland.  Me..  Sept.  8  and  9,  but  only  two  of  our 
members  were  able  to  be  present.  They  report  it 
a  very  instructive  meeting  and  a  grand  good  time. 
Sister  Conlisk,  of  Ft.  Worth.  Texas,  was  a  visitor 
at  our  September  meeting  She  is  a  very  pleasing 
speaker  and  our  Texas  Sisters  have  good  cause  to 
be  proud  of  her.  We  hoped  to  see  her  at  our  club 
meeting  Oct.  11.  but  she  returned  to  the  "Sunny 
South"  about  that  time.  Had  she  met  with  us  she 
would  have  experienced  genuine  Boston  weather- 
all  kinds  in  a  few  hours.  Sister  Haggett  has  not 
been  able  to  meet  with  us  for  some  time,  owing  to 
an  affliction  that  prevents  her  from  walking,  out 
as  she  is  slowly  improving  we  hope  to  welcome 
her  back  in  the  near  future.  She  has  our  sympathy  , 
in  being  confined  to  the  house  so  long.  We  were 

S leased  to  see  Sisters  Sanborn  and  Royce  at  the 
[ovember  club  meeting.  Illness  has  prevented 
both  from  meeting  with  us  since  spring.  We  re- 
joice with  Sister  Varney  over  Brother  Varney's 
recovery.  He  had  a  miraculous  escape  and  al- 
though not  yet  able  to  don  cap  and  uniform,  he  is 
slowly  and  surely  regaining  health  and  strength. 
We  are  more  than  sorry  to  lose  one  of  our  charter 
memberi.  Sister  Patterson.  She  was  one  of  the 
standby's— always  present,  no  matter  what  the 
weather.  She  has  left  us  with  the  best  of  good 
will,  but  we  miss  you,  Sister  Patterson,  and  al- 
though another  occupies  your  chair,  you  are  not 
forgotten  and  will  ever  be  held  in  loving  remem- 
brance by  one  and  all.  Our  Sunday  October  meet- 
ing was  in  the  hall  above  Division  157.  Grand 
Senior  Conductor.  Brother  Wilkins.  and  Division 
122,  as  guests,  were  present.  After  dinner,  served 
by  a  caterer  in  our  hall,  we  were  invited  to  meet 
with  the  Brothers  and  listen  to  speeches  by 
Brother  Wilkins  and  members  of  Division  157.  I 
only  wish  the  wives  of  Brothers  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Auxiliary  could  have  been  present. 
Brother  Wilkins  is  a  very  forcible  speaker,  and 
had  some  of  those  Brothers  brought  their  wives  to 
the  dinner.  I  am  sure  our  membership  would  in- 
crease wonderfully  in  a  few  months.  Our  Sunday 
meetings  are  very  enjoyable.  There  is  a  double 
interest  those  days  and  although  some  of  our  west- 
ern Sisters  think  us  very  wicked,  we  know  it  is  for 
the  good  of  both  our  own  and  Division  157  for  us  to 
meet  alternate  months  on  Sunday.  If  any  of  those 
Sisters  will  come  east  and  find  us  on  one  of  those 
Sundays,  I  know  they  will  be  glad  they  came. 

The  July  and  August  meetings  of  our  club  were 
held  at  Marblehead  and  Norumbega  Park  respect- 
ively. Starting  from  the  Subway  it  is  a  delightful 
electric  ride  to  both  places.  We  obtained  a  fine 
fish  dinner  at  Marblehead.  Sister  Mathes  paid 
more  than  the  rest  of  us,  but  of  course  she  ate 
more.  We  took  our  lunch  to  the  park  (picnic 
fashion)  which  saved  two  Sisters  from  baking 
beans  for  us  when  the  thermometer  registered 
ninety-five  degrees  in  the  shade.  In  September 
we  met  in  a  hall  at  South  Braintree  with  Sisters 
Cleveland  and  Hobbs.  In  October  at  Dedham 
with  Sisters  Drake  and  McHoon,  and  in  November 
with  Sisters  Smith  and  Murphy  at  Dorchester. 
Our  December  meeting  will  be  held  in  Auxiliary 
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hall  and.  as  is  oar  custom,  each  one  brings  a  small 
quantity  of  something  for  dinner.  Sister.  Smith 
never  forgets  the  beans  and  myl  what  a  dinner  it 
is!  No  one  but  Brother  Smith  could  describe  it. 

The  many  Boston  friends  of  Brother  Rowland  of 
Phillipsburg.  N.  J.,  were  wondering  if  his  long  con- 
tinued silence  was  a  sign  of  illness,  but  I  find  bis 
name  in  the  November  number,  so  know  he  is  still 
hustling.  (Sisters  W.  R.  Mooney.  A.  G.  Mooney.  O. 
W.  Brown,  Beattey.  Pousland  and  Drew)— any  per- 
son finding  and  returning  the  same  to  No.  8  Hay- 
ward  Place  will  be  liberally  rewarded.  Sisters, 
the  new  year  is  before  ns.  what  it  will  bring  time 
alone  can  tell,  but  may  it  prove  a  prosperous  and 
happy  one.  We  fear  not  unless  each  one  does  her 
part.  As  our  ritual  is  repeated  to  us  from  meeting 
to  meeting,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  more  beautiful 
and  inspiring  each  time.  Let  us  live  up  to  it.  do 
our  best  and  we  cannot  fail  to  be  an  honor  to  the 
grand  Order  to  which  we  have  pledged  oar  sup- 

Eirt.  I  wish  all  our  Sisters  a  Merry  Christmas  and 
appy  New  Year.  Mrs  W.  N.  Drake. 

Deadham.  Mass. 

as 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Another  year  is  fast  coming  to  an  end.  and  while 
all  may  not  have  been  accomplished  that  was  de- 
sired. Division  48  has  much  to  be  proud  of.  We  have 
not  missed  holding  a  meeting,  and  each  was  called 
to  order  promptly  on  time.  The  officers  have  at- 
tended with  an  unusual  regularity,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence, the  business  has  been  transacted  in  a 
»av  that  was  commendable,  particularly  the  ini- 
tiations. Our  membership  has  been  active.  A 
{Teat  deal  of  our  success  is  due  our  old  President, 
Mster  Neddo.  who  resigned  as  our  President 
much  to  our  regret.  It  will  be  very  hard  to  fill 
her  place,  for  she  has  been  a  hard  worker  and  a 
loyal  Sister,  and  to  show  Sister  Neddo  our  love 
and  appreciation  as  our  President  a  surprise  party 
was  given  her  by  the  members  of  our  Division, 
and  some  of  the  Brothers  of  148.  They  went  in  a 
party  and  gave  her  a  storm;  carried  the  refresh- 
ments, which  consisted  of  cake  and  ice  cream,  etc.. 
and  best  of  all  they  gave  her,  as  a  token  of  love, 
a  magnificent  silver  soup  tureen.  The  presenta- 
tion speech  was  made  by  Brother  Stegall  for  the 
Sisters,  in  a  very  affecting  talk,  showing  the  high 
regard  Division  48  had  for  Sister  Neddo.  Brother 
ma  Sister  Neddo  have  gone  to  Norfolk,  Va..  to 
to  take  up  their  residence.  What  is  our  loss  will 
be  Norfolk's  gain.  Brother  Neddo  has  opened  up 
a  high-class  restaurant  in  that  city.  In  his  busi- 
ness he  has  no  superior  as  a  caterer.  It  will  be 
hard  for  Chattanooga  to  fill  his  place.  We  wish 
tilt  success  will  follow  them  to  their  new  home. 
Br  the  time  this  appears  another  year  with  its 

Etjs  and  sorrows,  its  failures  and  successes,  its 
nrdens  and  cares,  its  sunshine  and  sadness,  will 
almost  be  numbered  with  the  past.  As  our  annual 
election  will  follow  close.  I've  no  doubt  your  hum- 
ble scribe  will  be  relegated  to  the  quiet  of  private 
life  again.  Before  laying  down  my  pen  and  mak- 
ing my  retiring  bow  from  among  the  distinguished 
writers  of  The  Conductor.  I  wish  to  say  I  have 
"joyed  their  good  company  for  the  last  year.  I 
»lw  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  my  Division 
■or their  many  expressions  of  appreciation  of  my 
tumble  efforts.  Mtss.  Loui.sk  Olivkh. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  looking  over  the  correspondence  in  the  last 
Conductor  there  was  one  letter  that  gave  me 
more  credit  than  I  deserved.  Although  we  all  like- 
oar  little  compliments.  I  am  afraid  Sister  McClary 
overrated  this  one.  Nevertheless.  I  will  say  that 
leave  tried  to  do  my  duty  towards  all,  and  am 
glad  to  know-  that  I  have  pleased  the  Sisters  of 
Pnision  134.  Have  we  all  done  our  duty  this  year. 
13w,'  i  have  been  from  ocean  to  ocean  and  in 
almost  every  state  and  territory.  I  have  been  in 
cibes  both  great  and  small,  and  some  cities  that 
*«-  not  cities  at  all,  bat  for  the  past  five  years  I 
mn  lived  in  the  "holy  city"  called  Palestine.  One 
unroot  go  astray  in  Palestine,  because  there  is  no 
Were  to  eo.  We  can  go  up  one  street  and  down 
b)e  other,  but  must  be  in  oeforethe  curfew  bell 
noKLu  all  is  very  quiet.  Even  the  street  cars  stop 
nroniag  for  fear  of  being  run  in.  also  the  electric 
■at  plant.  It  is  a  kind:  of  a  merry-go-round  life 


to  live  in  the  sunny  south,  (that  is,  if  you  do  not 
care  of  what  yon  say):  we  never  know  what  is 
going  to  happen  next.  I  was  asked  "why"  I 
stayed  in  Texas.  I  will  tell  you:  "There  is  good 
bread  and  butter  in  Texas:  and  another  thine;.  I 
am  sure  that  if  anyone  has  nerve  enough  to  live 
and  die  in  Texas  they  surely  will  have  a  seat  in 
heaven."  I  was  at  the  gate  looking  at  the  heavens 
one  night  when  Aunt  Sarah,  my  colored  woman, 
came  out  and  said,  "Wot  am  you  lookin'  at?"  I 
said,  "Aunt  Sarah,  I  am  looking  for  an  angel  to 
appear  in  the  sky,  for  it  is  so  clear  and  lovely." 
"Oh.  bush,  honeyl  yon  will  nebber  see  that  angel 
in  de  Texas  hebbins."  So  must  I  go  farther  on  or 
stay  where  I  am  and  take  chances  with  the  rest. 
Some  of  the  Sisters  said  I  mnst  write  a  farewell 
letter,  as  my  term  is  almost  at  an  end.  Someone 
else  will  take  my  place— ioy  go  with  you;  yon  have 
my  best  wishes.  I  am  somewhat  like  the  Queen 


in  Mascot.  I  cannot  stand  it  any  longer,  i  have 
been  on  my  dignity  nigh  on  a  year.  Next  year  I 
want  to  be  like  some  of  the  Sisters.  I  want  to  help 


kick. 

I  have  so  often  read  in  The  Conductor,  what 
are  we  to  do  to  bring  the  Sisters  ont  on  meeting 
days,  and  how  shall  we  entertain  them?  Can  it  be 
that  the  Sisters  are  not  entertained  enough  while 
at  the  meeting?  I  think  that  our  ritual  work  is 
perfectly  grand.  That  alone  ought  to  be  enough 
to  make  each  Sister  take  interest  and  bring  her 
ont  each  day  that  the  Auxiliary  meets.  What  can 
be  more  beautiful  than  our  link  work— Charity, 
Truth  and  Friendship:  Faith.  Hope  and  Charity? 
The  greatest  of  these  is  Charity.  Truth  is  to  love: 
it  is  our  best  thoughts  to  protect  ns  from  harm, 
and  to  help  us  in  our  darkest  honr.  Friendship! 
there  is  nothing  like  true  friendship  that  comes 
from  the  heart.  If  each  Sister  would  think  of , her 
obligation  and  do  her  duty,  she  certainly  \»ould  be 
entertained. 

We  have  tried  several  things,  or  at  least  have 
talked  them  over,  how  to  get  the  Sisters  ont.  We 
find  nothing  that  will  move  them,  except  some- 
thing to  eat  or  drink.  Once  in  a  while,  when  a 
Sister  will  treat  the  members  to  ice  cream  soda,  or 
on  a  good  hot  day.  when  the  sun  don't  even  know, 
its  name,  some  good  Sister  will  treat  to  ice  cream, 
then  we  order  the  electric  fans  turned  on  and  the 
ladies  of  Division  134  enjoy  themselves.  Of  course, 
this  is  all  for  the  good  of  the  Order.  On  one  of 
these  sunny  south,  cold  and  wet  days,  we  have  a 
hot  cup  of  coffee  and  sandwich,  which  some  good 
Sister  provides,  and  thinks,  well,  it  will  warm  our 
cold  hearts.  So  this  is  the  way  Division  134  enter- 
tains the  Sisters.  While  we  are  eating  and  drink- 
ing we  have  a  nice  little  talk  on  different  subjects. 
It  all  comes  natural.  We  then  finish  up  our  busi- 
ness and  sing  "God  be  with  you  till  we  meet 
again." 

Well,  Sisters  of  Division  134.  (with  all  your  faults 
I  love  you  still)  I  must  say  I  have  surely  appreci- 
ated all  your  kindness— the  kind  acts  which  you- 
have  done.  And  to  the  faithful  few,  I  hope  you 
will  stand  by  your  next  president  as  you  have 
stood  by  me.  If  I  have  done  an  unkind  act.  I  pray 
your  forgiveness,  for  it  has  been  done  unintention- 
ally. I  also  hope  that  1901  will  bring  greater  and 
better  work  than  our  past  year.  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  I  have  pleased  all  in  the  auxiliary  work.  I 
have  tried  to  do  my  duty  while  at  my  station.  My 
ritual,  next  to  my  bible— I  have  tried  to  abide  by 
its  laws  and  usages.  Our  work  of  the  past  year  has 
been  charity  work,  and.  Sisters,  let  the  good  work 
go  on.  Of  faith,  bone  or  charity,  the  greatest  of 
these  is  charity.  Almost  the  day  of  thy  giving  is 
over,  ere  from  the  grass  dies  the  bee-haunted 
clover,  thou  wilt  have  vanished  from  friend  and— 
from  lover.  What  shall  thy  longing  avail  in  the 
grave.  Give!  as  the  hand  gives  whose  fetters  are 
breaking.  Life,  love,  and  hope;  all  thy  dreams  and 
thy  waking;  soon,  heaven's  river  thy  soul  fever 
slaking,  thou  shalt  know  God  and  the  gift  that  He 
gave. 

Star  of  Utah,  who  shone  so  bright,  why  don't 
you  shine,  and  come  into  sight.  The  loved  ones 
who  loved  you  are  true  to  you  still— why  should  you 
linger,  and  wait  on  the  hill?  There  is  "Dorsey," 
"Metcalf"  and  Noble,  so  true,  who  are  waiting  and 
watching  ever  for  you.  A  letter  in  The  Conduc- 
tor would  make  us  feel  right,  so  now.  Star  of 
Utah,  I  bid  you  goodnight.     Mrs.  F.  A.  Noble. 

Palestine,  Texas. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  been  warned  that  we  are  delinquent  in 
our  duty  as  correspondent,  and  in  connection  with 
that  same  subject  desire  to  offer  a  suggestion 
which  might  be  for  the  betterment  of  the  Frater- 
nal department.  I  believe  it  is  the  general  prac- 
tice for  each  Division  to  elect  a  correspondent.  It 
occurs  to  me  that  a  great  many  of  our  members 
refrain  from  contributing  to  The  Conductor 
through  a  feeling  that  they  might  possibly  be 
looked  on  as  usurping  the  prerogatives  of  the  offi- 
cial scribe.  I  believe  that  all  who  contribute  to 
this  department  through  motives  of  education  or 
interest  would  do  so  as  often  without  the  official 
title,  and  others  whose  ideas  might  be  as  instruc- 
tive or  entertaining,  who  at  present,  through  feel- 
ings of  delicacy,  refrain  from  contributing  would 
then  do  so.  At  the  risk  of  losing  my  job  I  recom- 
mend that  no  correspondents  be  elected  here- 
after. [The  colums  of  The  Conductor  are  open 
to  all  members  alike.— Ed.] 

There  is  another  and  much  more  important  ques- 
tion which  will  be  much  harder  to  settle,  and 
which,  like  the  poor  has  always  been  with  ns.  I  de- 
sire to  preface  what  I  may  say  on  the  subject  by 
the  statement  that  no  personal  criticism  is  in- 
tended: my  only  object  is  looking  toward  a  solution 
of  the  problem,  which  is,  the  relation  of  our  organ- 
ization to  politics.  Circumstances  and  conditions 
have  for  years  arisen  and  are.  if  my  judgment  is 
correct,  growing  so  formidable  as  to  demand  some 
kind  of  regulation  as  to  what  extent  and  under 
what  circumstances  our  Order  will  or  will  not  lend 
its  influence  toward  politics.  I  firmly  believe  an 
arbitrary  law  on  this  subject  is  needed.  And  it 
should  be  on  lines  which  will  not  curtail  the  right 
of  the  Order  to  use  its  influence  as  an  organiza- 
tion for  or  against  legislation;  at  the  same  time  it 
must  be  along  lines  that  will  make  it  impossible 
to  draw  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  organization 
into  ordinary  political  campaigns,  or  make  it  possi- 
ble for  any  man  or  set  of  men  to  place  it  in  a  posi- 
tion where  it  can  be  claimed  its  influence  is  given 
wholly  or  partly  to  any  partisan  political  party. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  believe  I  know  human  nature 
well  enough  to  assert  that  whatever  future  educa- 
tion and  enlightenment  may  bring  forth,  at  pres- 
ent it  would  be  suicide  to  attempt  to  arbitrarily 
restrict  the  right  of  the  individual  member  to  fol- 
low his  own  personal  political  convictions.  Nearly' 
all  men  who  take  an  active  interest  in  affairs  are 


more  or  less  partisan.  Some  of  the  best  members 
in  our  Division  are  strong  partisans  in  politics, 
both  democrats  and  republicans.  There  is  no 
question  but  that  any  good  member  should,  and  I 
believe  will  put  principle  above  partisanship:  but 
the  great  difficulty  is  that  we  do  not  all  look  at  the 
principle  from  the  same  standpoint.  I  believe  in 
maintaining  legislative  committees,  and  I  know^ 
that  in  order  to  avoid  unpleasant  consequences  or 
entanglements  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  only 
men  of  the  highest  character  and  ability  be  placed 
thereon.  I  believe  that  a  corrupt  or  incompetent 
legislative  committee  can  do  more  harm  in  one 
session  of  a  legislative  body  than  can  be  undone  in 
a  lifetime.  Inasmuch  as  the  legislative  committee 
does,  not  exercise  its  legal  function  until  the  legis- 
lative body  is  convened.  I  claim  that  its  deduc- 
tions should  not  be  injected  into  a  campaign  on  the 
assumption  that  some  party  or  person  heretofore 
neutral  should  be  supported  or  opposed.  I  also  be- 
lieve that  it  is  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  a 
legislative  committee  to  fully  advise  the  general 
membership  on  the  completion  of  each  session  of 
the  progress  made  and  the  actual  cause  of  the  suc- 
cess or  failures  they  may  have  met.  There  their 
duty  should  end,  for  the  very  good  reason  that  any 
member  who  has  more  regard  for  principle  than 
party  knows  his  duty  and  will  do  it.  I  also  be- 
lieve that  it  is  just  and  necessary  that  individual 
members  be  prevented  from  interfering  with  the 
legal  work  of  legislative  committees.  One  thing 
we  must  bear  in  mind  is  that  the  fundamental 
principle  on  which  our  Order  is  founded  and  the 
main  reason  for  its  continual  growth  and  influence 
is  the  fact  that  it  was  primarily  intended  and  has 
demonstrated  that  its  first  and  most  important 
mission  was  and  is  mutual  benefit  and  protection 
in  securing  better  conditions  for  its  members  in 
their  employment,  and  protection  to  themselves 
and  their  families  in  the  event  of  trouble,  accident 
or  death.  The  political  phase  of  the  question, 
while  important,  is  surely  secondary,  and  is.  or 
should  be.  only  one  of  the  means  to  the  end  out- 
lined above,  and  should  never  be  allowed  to  in- 
terfere with  the  main  principle  on  which  our  Or- 
der is  founded. 

It  should  be  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  us  to 
be  able  to  point  out  that  through  the  influence  of 
our  Order  principles  for  which  we  contend  in  poli- 
tics had  been  realized  or  recognized.  And  if  the 
history  of  the  past  is  a  criterion.  I  want  to  say  in 
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all  fairness,  that  if  we  are  to  be  generally  success- 
ful is  this  direction  we  had  better  profit  by  the 
lessons  of  that  same  past.  One  of  the  first  things 
we  must  learn  in  this  connection  is  that  the  pre- 
ferment of  any  individual  or  party  is  but  an  atom 
compared  to  the  recognition  of  the  principle  for 
which  we  may  contend.  It  has  been  too  often  the 
case  that  just  so  soon  as  an  individual  had  been 
put  forward  by  the  influence  of  the  Order  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  recognition  of  the  principle, 
he  seemed  to  become  imbued  with  the  idea  that  it 
was  his  personality  instead  of  the  principle  which 
was  involved.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  hosts 
of  members  who  shout  for  recognition  of  principle 
so  long  as  there  is  no  opposition  or  so  long  as  the 
realization  corresponds  with,  or  is  identified  with 
the  interests  of  the  political  party  with  which  they 
affiliate.  Then  again,  the  most  numerous,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  most  inconsistent,  is  the  un- 
thinking member,  who  is  not  only  ready  and  wil- 
ling, bat  anxious  to  involve  the  Order  in  an  at- 
tempt to  secure  political  recognition.  He  seems 
tobe  imbued  with  the  idea  that  all  that  is  needed 
is  to  get  twenty  or  thirty  members  together,  give 
someone  an  endorsement  for  some  office  or  posi- 
tion and  the  individual  so  honored  with.  I  suppose 
the  assistance  of  providence,  is  bound  to  succeed. 
Of  coarse  he  assumes  that  the  political  managers 
and  the  general  public  will  cheerfully  accept  the 
word  of  the  candidate  that  he  can  rely  on  the  sup- 
port of  his  associates.  If  he  will  only  try  the  ex- 
periment I  can  guarantee  him  he  will  learn  that  if 
there  is  anywhere  on  earth  where  he  will  need 
tangible  evidence  of  support  it  is  there  and  then. 
The  only  man  with  which  I  have  no  patience  is  the 
one  who  makes  no  personal  effort  to  support  either 
principle  or  individual,  and,  at  the  same  time,  es- 
pecially if  a  failure  results,  is  the  most  noisy  and 
unjust  critic  in  existence. 

Brothers.  I  am  saying  this  from  experience  and 
knowledge  that  in  the  struggle  we  experienced  in 
the  last  campaign,  the  friendship  and  support  vol- 
untarily tendered  has  only  been  strengthened  by 
defeat  and  disappointment,  while  some  of  those 
from  whom  we  had  a  right,  as  a  matter  of  princi- 
ple, to  expect  support  which  failed  to  materialize, 
are  and  have  been  criticizing  our  actions. 

While  I  am  on  this  subject  I  will  only  add  that 
instead  of  asking  their  charity  I  defy  them  to  point 
to  a  single  instance  in  which  I  have  compromised 
either  them  or  the  O.  R.  C.  Trusting  I  will  be  par- 
doned for  this  personal  allusion,  which  is  intended 
only  as  a  lesson  I  will  return  to  the  subject  of 
politics  and  will  summarize  my  ideas  as  follows: 

First,  the  only  circumstances  in  which  we  are 
jastifled  in  lending  our  influence  to  politics  should 
be  when  the  fulfilling  of  our  object  would  redound 
to  the  credit  and  benefit  of  our  Order;  second,  leg- 
islative committees,  when  created,  should  not  be 
allowed  to  enter  into  the  domain  of  politics  beyond 
the  actual"  support  or  opposition  to  legislation,  and 
their  official  report  as  to  the  contributing  causes 
of  success  or  failure:  third,  no  endorsement  should 
be  men  a  man  not  a  member  of  our  own  or  sister 
organization  for  either  an  elective  or  appointive 
office;  fourth,  when  an  endorsement  is  given  it 
•boold  carry  with  it  our  intuition  to  literally  carry 
°*t  its  precepts.  At  the  present  moment  we  have 
ia  the  state  of  New  York  at  least  five  candidates 


for  the  position  of  railroad  commissioner,  to  which 
we  hope  and  believe  a  member  of  our  Order  will 
be  appointed.  It  is  only  fair  to  assume  that  all  of 
the  candidates  are  worthy,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
first  natural  vacancy  does  not  occur  for  over  a  year 
it  is  safe  to  assume  that  there  will  be  other  worthy 
candidates,  therefore,  it  behooves  the  railroad  men 
of  the  state  to  formulate  some  equitable  plan  by 
which  their  influence  can  be  used  for  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  principle  that  a  railroad  employe  be 
placed  on  this  commission.  To  a  letter  already  too 
long  I  will  add  this  is  the  season  of  election  of  offi- 
cers and  delegates.  Bear  in  mind  that  your  Order 
is  a  business  institution,  and  that  its  success  or  re- 
trogression depends  largely  on  its  officers;  there- 
fore, make  it  your  business  to  attend  the  election 
and  see  to  it  that  integrity  and  ability,  together 
with  availability  are  your  first  guides  in  the  selec- 
tion of  your  officers. 

With  malice  toward  none,  and  wishing  all  a 
Merry  Xmas  and  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 

Buffalo.  N.  Y.  John  Lundrigan. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  Sunday.  Oct.  28.  Division  157  had  the  pleasure 
of  witnessing  the  work  on  four  condidates  by 
Grand  Senior  Conductor.  Brother  Wilkins.  We 
had  a  full  house,  with  visiting  Brothers  from  Divi- 
sion 122  and  ttie  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Brother 
Laselle.  of  Division  403.  at  Bangor.  Maine.  After 
witnessing  the  excellent  work,  most  of  the  Broth- 
ers with  wives,  who.  I  am  glad  to  say  are  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Auxiliary,  and  who  were  also  in  session 
in  the  hall  under  our's.  as  they  are  exceedingly 
smart  (I  am  not  paid  for  this)  were  all  through 
their  work  much  sooner  than  we.  with  the  result 
that  tables  were  soon  spread  in  their  hall  and 
abundantly  loaded  by  a  well  known  caterer,  to 
which  some  ninety  or  more  did  credit.  A 
more  disagreeable  day  would  be  hard  to  find, 
and  Brothers  and  Sisters,  you  deserve  credit 
for  venturing  out  such  a  beastly  day. 

Can  any  of  my  readers  inform  me  what  has  bef- 
come  of  Brother  C.  D.  Copp.  late  in  the  hen  busi- 
ness, or.  if  he  has  returned  to  his  farm— has  he 
harvested  his  cider  and  hay  crop  yet?  We  miss 
you.  Brother,  come  and  see  us.  Some  two  weeks 
ago  in  taking  an  overland  trip  to  Lawrence.  I  met 
Brothers  Bancroft  and  Rollins  coming  from  a  cider 
mill  with  a  wheelbarrow  containing  two  ten  gallon 
jugs,  a  step-ladder  and  several  apples.  Brother 
Bancroft  told  me  the  apples  were  so  large  they  had 
to  use  a  step-ladder  to  get  on  the  other  side  of 
them,  and  that  it  only  took  four  of  them  to  make 
ten  gallons  of  cider.  I  thought  they  were  telling 
me  fairy  tales,  but  as  I  proceeded  I  came  to  an  or- 
chard where  there  were  so  many  apples  on  the 
ground  and  were  so  big  I  had  to  walk  on  the  stone 
wall  in  order  to  see  over  them,  and  I  am  sure  I  was 
not  dreaming. 

Brother  Kershaw,  who  was  so  frightfully  burned. 
I  am  glad  to  report  back  to  duty.  Brother  Varney, 
received  such  a  smashing  up.  has.  through  careful 
nursing  by  his  good  wife.  Sister  Varney.  I  am 
pleased  to  report,  become  able  to  be  up  and  be  out. 
and  is  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  resume  his  run  first  of 
year.  We  trust  such  is  the  case  and  that  the  good 
Brother  will  soon  be  with  us  again.  Brother 
Beaumont  has  also  been  on  the  sick  list  with  a 
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slight  attack  of  gout.  Sister  Beaumont  informs 
me  he  is  on  the  improve,  and  I  trnst  ere  this  has 
resumed  his  run.  Brother  Sheldon  is  doing  the 
cities  of  Canada  and  everyone  else  on  a  two  weeks' 
vacation.  If  found  wandering  around  handle  him 
carefully:  tab  him  Bean  town  and  return  at  our 
expense,  for  he  is  one  of  our  400  and  all  o.  k.  Our 
good  Brother  Town,  who  was  in  the  cracker  busi- 
ness, I  am  told  has  sold  out  to  the  trust,  and  is  now 
in  the  Rockafelter-Gould'-Vanderbilt  class.  If 
so  the  trusts  certainly  have  helped  some  one. 
Brother  Messer,  old  reliable,  also  classed  as  a  dude 
train  conductor,  is  taking  a  well  earned  vacation. 
He  does  not  require  any  tabbing,  only  a  little 
watching,  as  he  gets  quite  frisky  sometimes,  but 
warranted  perfectly  harmless.  The  surprise  of  a 
life  was  sprung  on  your  correspondent  at  Brockton 
cattle  show,  where,  through  the  courtesy  of  Broth- 
ers Sanborn,  Thayer.  Kennard  and  Silsbee.  I  was 
allowed  inside  the  fence.  From  there  we  pro- 
ceeded to  take  in  all  the  sights,  including  peanuts, 
balloon  assension.  side  show  and  everything  else, 
even  to  pink  lemonade.  All  went  well,  however, 
until  Brother  Sanborn  asked  Brother  Silsbee  to 
take*  some,  and  Brothers,  he  actually  refused- 
Brother  Sanborn  commenced  to  cry.  Kennard 
swallowed  half  a  bologna  sausage  and  Thayer  had  a 
fit  and  I  ran  all  the  way  home-  The  Brother  at  last 
reports  was  working,  but  Sister  Silsbee  told  me 
she  would  take  him  to  St.  Louis  some  time  in  De- 
cember, as  he  had  not  been  quite  right  since  the 
cattle  show.  The  Good  Cheer  Club  (all  members 
of  the  Auxiliary)  meet  at  the  house  of  Sister 
Smith,  where  I  board,  and  completely  cleaned  out 
the  winter  stock  of  canned  goods,  reducing  the 
rest  of  us  boarders  down  to  prunes  and  beans. 
Brother  S.  D.  Walker,  we  miss  you  and  trust  you 
can  see  your  way  to  attend  Division  meetings  once 
more. 

Your  correspondent  not  being  in  active  railroad 
service,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to  gather 
news  and  doings  which  are  of  interest  to  our  mem- 
bers, in  this  section  especially,  and  although 
elected  for  life  for  that  position.  I  am  sure  some  of 
our  many  able  Brothers  who  are  in  active  service 
would  give  better  satisfaction  and  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  movements  and  doings  than  I.  and 
as  this  is  probably  my  last  letter,  and  as  Xmas  will 
soon  be  upon  us.  I  wish  you  one  and  all  God  speed, 
a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Year. 

Boston.  Mass.  G.  E.  Smith. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  was  our  intention  to  allow  some  Brother  an 
opportunity  to  express  himself  (as  we  were  not  the 
authorized  correspondent)  and  so  stated  in  our 
hut  letter,  but  the  fact  was  omitted  in  publication. 
■  In  this  month's  issue  we  were  forcibly  struck  by 
a  statement  from  Dean  Richmond  of  Sioux  City. 
Iowa,  in  which  near  the  close  of  his  article  he  tells 
us  of  the  liberality  of  Mark  Hanna,  while  campaign- 
ing in  his  section.  If  Brother  Dean  would  stop  to 
think  for  a  moment  he  would  realise  there  was 
"method  in  Mark's  madness." 

Our  No.  78  train  was  wrecked  on  Nov.  11th  near 
Hope  Mills.  N.  C,  by  the  act  of  an  idiot  in  tying  a 
spike  on  the  rail,  as  he  said,  to  see  how  flat  the 
train  would  mash  it.  He  had  no  idea  it  would 
throw  the  train  off:  he  stood  by  to  see  the  result. 


and  when  he  saw  the  engine  and  cars  piled  up.  he> 
went  to  his  boarding  house  and  told  what  be  had 
done,  then  said  he  thought  the  best  thing  for  him 
to  do  would  be  to  drown  himself  and  he  went  in  the 
direction  of  the  pond  and  has  not  been  seen  since. 
It  is  thought  he  acted  on  his  suggestion  which  is 
the  hope  of  all.  As  a  result  of  his  stupidity,  the 
engine,  mail,  express,  and  baggage  cars  were  com- 
pletely wrecked,  the  engineer.  Prank  McGowan. 
was  fatally  injured:  his  fireman,  Brockington. 
(colored). and  one  postal  clerk  were  seriously  hurt, 
but  will  recover. 

The  A.  C.  L.  having  now  control  of  the  C.  N.  ft  L... 
our  trains  run  from  Charleston  to  Greenville. 
Captains  Gaillard  and  Tilghman  and  Brother  Webb 
are  on  the  run.  From  Columbia  west  is  new  terri- 
tory to  all,  and  it  will  be  a  hard  local  run  of  250 
miles.  Although  it  runs  towards  the  mountains  it 
will  be  a  hot  run  next  summer,  when  the  travel 
starts  for  the  resorts  of  that  section.  Conductor 
Clexnmons  of  the  Wilmington  and  Florence  local 
freight  takes  the  run  of  Conductor  Tilghman  be- 
tween Florence  and  Augusta.  Conductor  Fowler 
of  the  C.  N.  ft  L.  falls  heir  to  the  run  of  Conductor 
Clemmons.  This  is  a  drop  for  Conductor  Fowler 
but  is  necessitated  by  his  entering  a  new  territory, 
but  trust  it  will  not  be  long,  as  his  genial  manner 
will  soon  make  him  one  of  us,  and  his  advent  will 
be  lost  in  the  shuffle.  The  local  passenger  run  be- 
tween Florence  and  Charleston  has  been  extended 
to  Marion  and  it  gives  that  flourishing  town  a 
double  daily  which  has  long  been  the  hope  of  its 
good  people  and  is  thoroughly  appreciated;  it  also 
demonstrates  that  the  management  is  awake  to 
the  interest  of  the  patrons.  Brother  H.  A  Wells, 
who  is  so  thoroughly  identified  with  that  train,  will 
suffer  inconvenience,  but  his  sufferings  have  been 
long  and  many  and  he  will  submit  like  a  martyr. 
His  genial  smife  will  be  as  of  yore  and  the  traveler 
will  never  know  his  woes.  Brother  H.  B.  Williford. 
who  lost  a  foot  in  the  early  spring,  has  settled  all 
matters  satisfactorily  and  the  adjustment  has  en* 
abled  him  to  retire  from  the  service  of  the  railroad 
and  establish  himself  in  business  in  Rocky  Mount. 
We  learn  he  is  doing  well  and  it  is  the  sincere  wish 
of  his  many  friends  that  fortune  may  bless  him 
long. 

Brother  John  W.  Cotton  is  in  his  glory  on  a  two 
weeks'  trip  over  the  line  with  a  circus.  He  is 
sometimes  conductor,  sometimes  ring  master,  bnt 
ever  a  clown,  and  his  diversified  ability  makes 
him  a  coast  line  monkey  wrench  as  he  fits  to  a 
nicety  any  position.  Jovial  John  is  a  friend  to 
everybody,  and  one  whom  everybody  likes. 
Brother  Gregson.  who  has  been  on  the  sick  list  for 
a  week  or  ten  days,  we  are  glad  to  note  is  on  the 
mend  and  will  soon  be  at  his  post.  Brother  Harlow 
was  called  early  one  morning  last  month  to  take 
out  a  local  freight,  the  first  time  in  fifteen  years: 
and  to  say  he  was  fresh  would  be  a  mild  expres- 
sion. His  first  move  was  to  run  through  a  switch 
and  break  it.  and  after  four  hours  of  arduous  labor 
be  had  accomplished  nothing,  except  to  deliver 
four  bags  of  meal,  one  barrel  flour,  one  sack  of  meat 
and  break  a  window  in  the  cab.  He  was  relieved 
much  to  the  gratification  of  all  and  especially  the 
trainmaster,  who  told  him  he  had  cost  the  com- 
pany about  $9.00  extra  and  done  nothing,  and  if  he 
was  ever  in  a  similar  predicament  he  hoped  he 
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could  get  another  man  and  Brother  Harlow  agreed 
with  him. 

Our  last  meeting  this  month  was  .well  attended 
considering:  our  limited  material.  We  initiated 
two  anxious  aspirants,  making:  seven  Brothers  that 
bare  come  to  our  fold  in  the  past  few  months.  We 
are  gratified  and  considerably  encouraged  at  the 
success,  feeling:  that  ere  many  moons  our  mem- 
bership will  be  materially  augmented,  as  we  have 
several  applicants  awaiting  an  opportunity  for  in- 
itiation and  several  transfers  to  be  made  after 
Jan.  L  Come  to  our  meetings.  Brothers,  they  are 
regular  and  instructive,  will  preserve  your  morals, 
save  your  reputations,  banish  "that  tired  feeling." 
ease  your  conscience  and  your  wives  and  mothers 
will  not  be  anxious  in  regard  to  your  associates. 
Wilmington.  N.  C.  LaFaykttk. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  184  moves  along  about  the  same. 
Brother  O.  A.  Layne  has  the  deepest  sympathy  of 
all  the  Brothers  in  the  loss  of  his  wife.  Brother 
J.  H.  Baker  and  only  son.  Harry,  are  lying  at  the 
C.  &  O.  hospital  very  ill  of  typhoid  fever.  We  hope 
they  may  soon  be  out  and  Jim  taking  his  numbers 
as  of  old.  Brother  Joseph  Durham  has  been  sick 
of  fever  for  about  two  months.  Brothers  Durham 
and  Baker  are  both  missed  from  our  meetings  as 
veil  as  on  duty  and  we  will  be  glad  to  see  them 
out  again.  Our  dispatcher.  Carpenter  Johnson, 
died  Nov.  1. 1900. 

Instead  of  going  back  to  the  days  of  Abraham  I 
shall  give  a  little  sermon  on  the  future.  As  our 
fife  is  lived  so  will  our  epitaph  be  written;  as  the 
*ood  work  is  done  so  will  we  be  remembered:  so  I 
think  we  will  do  good  for  generations  to  come  by 
moving  the  headquarters  of  the  O.  R.  C.  to  Wash- 
ington. Washington  bur  lovely  city  upon  the  Po- 
tomac has  for  one  hundred  years  been  our  nation's 
capital.  It  is  the  great  throbbing,  tender,  loving 
mother  heart  of  our  country  from  which  we  look 
for  and  receive  all  noble  inspirations  and  as- 
pirations towards  which  our  hearts  in  fondest 
pride  turns  and  surrounds  with  a  halo— as  it  were. 
There  is  nothing  too  grand  or  too  glorious  to  be 
achieved  by  Washington's  great  law  making  body. 
"Excelsior"  is  written  upon  their  banners  and 
justice  upon  their  hearts.  The  present  Federal 
constitution  of  the  United  States  was  prepared  in 
1789  by  the  wisest  men  of  that  age  and  their  capital 
was  held  at  New  York  City,  and  from  thence  to 
Philadelphia,  during  John  Adams'  administration. 
Washington  in  1800  became  our  capital  city,  named 
in  honor  of  the  father  of  our  country,  the  lamented 
George  Washington.  For  one  hundred  years  the 
retrospect  is  pleasing  for  it  is  obvious  that  as  a 
nation  we  have  been  grandly  progressive.  Our 
splendid  governmental  system,  our  grand  re- 
sources, our  quick  transits  and  double  sea  front 
place  us  second  to  none.  Our  power  is  known  and 
felt  the  world  over.  The  city  of  Washington  is  al- 
most complete  in  every  detail,  its  situation  is  un- 
rivalled, its  scenery  picturesque:  its  public  build- 
ings of  world  wide  fame;  its  monument  towering 
five  hundred  feet  into  the  air  and  many  other 
things  of  historic  interest  too  numerous  and  too 
well  known  for  our  poor  pen  to  attempt  to  portray. 
Suffice  it  to  say.  from  our  standpoint,  the  only  in- 
completeness lies  Just  here.  Our  O.  R.  C.  head- 


quarters should  be  held  in  our  own  nation's  great 
capital  where  progress  is  the  watchword  and  gov- 
ernmental system  is  perfect.  If  the  officials  in 
power  exercise  their  influence  by  removing  us 
from  Cedar  Rapids  to  Washington,  they  will  be 
heart  to  heart,  band  to  hand  in  the  cause  that  is 
just.  We  hope  to  have  and  to  bold  an  influence 
which  we  shall  wield  unflinchingly  for  all  that  is 
noble  and  true.  We  are  already  sensible  of  and 
deeply  grateful  for  all  benefits  awarded  us  by  the 
present  officials  and  most  earnestly  desire  and 
hope  that  they  will  take  immediate  steps  to  re- 
move us  from  Cedar  Rapids  to  Washington.  The 
routine  of  our  simple  lives  no  doubt  seem  monot- 
onous to  many  who  perhaps  despise  constancy 
and  toil,  but  we  are  patient  in  our  labors,  remem- 
bering that: 

"There's  nothing  great,  there's  nothing  wise 
which  idle  hands  and  mind  supply.  Those  who  all 
thought  and  toil  despise  mere  nothing  live  and 
nothing  die."  We  are  much  buoyed  up  by  the 
hope  of  a  change  of  headquarters.  We  believe  in 
moving  and  moving  fast,  too.  and  with  the  swap, 
we,  of  course,  aspire  to  a  better  condition.  We  are 
grateful  for  the  full  dinner  pail  already  supplied 
but  we  are  progressive  and  write  "Excelsior"  upon 
our  banners  also  and  our  paramount  desre  is  a  full 
pocket  book  as  well.  Now  we  beg  earnestly  for  a 
consideration  of  our  plea,  asking  those  in  power  to* 
listen  with  kindness  and  deal  with  us  royally,  truly 
and  expeditiously.  We  are  a  brotherhood  striving 
daily  to  be  faithful  and  ready  for  every  duty,  de- 
spising nothing  however  small. 

"True  worth  is  being,  not  seeming,  in  doing  each 
day  that  goes  by  some  little  good,  not  in  dreaming 
of  great  things  to  do  by  and  by:  for  whatever  men 
say  in  their  blindness  and  spite  of  the  fancies  of 
youth— there's  nothing  so  kingly  as  kindness  and 
nothing  so  royal  as  truth."       P.  A.  McDanibl. 

Clifton  Forge.  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

A  lot  of  Sisters  of  Division  No.  8  L.-A.  of  Sun- 
bury,  in  the  train  with  Brothers  Long  and  White- 
man,  of  Division  187  O.  R.  C.  went  to  Baltimore  to 
enjoy  a  good  time  given  by  the  ladies  of  Division 
81 L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  it  being  the  5th  anniversary  of 
Division  81.  At  the  deoot  we  were  met  by  Sister 
Galven  of  Division  81  and  escorted  to  the  hall 
where  we  met  several  good  Sisters  who  escorted 
us  to  a  restauraqt  where  we  partook  to  our  satis- 
faction of  Baltimore  oysters.  Again  at  five  p.  m. 
we  were  led  by  the  good  Sisters  of  Division  81  to 
an  upper  room  where  we  found  two  tables  laden 
with  the  necessities  of  life  of  which,  of  course,  we 
all  partook.  Going  then  to  the  second  floor  we 
were  kindly  welcomed  by  a  delightful  address  by 
a  Wooden  lady  and  all  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
a  Wooden  man.  We  hope  to  meet  them  again. 
Sister  Wooden  then  introduced  Brother  Long  of 
Sunbury.  who  delivered  a  very  nice  speech  fol- 
lowed by  Brother  Geasey  of  the  same  place.  We 
were  then  again  led  to  the  upper  room  to  do  our 
duty  to  the  second  well  spread  table  on  which  we 
found  a  large  cake  to  be  chanced  oft.  We  are  glad 
to  say  we  had  the  honor  of  carrying  off  the  cake. 
Sister  Bell  of  Division  8  of  Sunbury  drew  the 
cake,  ticket  23  being  the  lucky  number.  Now  in 
closing  I  can  hardly  express  my  feelings  of  the 
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kind  treatment  we  received  while  in  the  presence 
of  the  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  Baltimore  O.  R.  C. 
and  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  Sisters  of  Division  81.  we 
wish  yon  many  happy  days  in  life.  Division  187  is 
still  on  the  top  of  the  pile.  S.  A.  Geasey. 

Snnbury.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  year  of  1900  is  passing  away  and  with  it  has 
taken  some  of  our  Brothers.  I  am  about  to  lay 
down  the  correspondent's  pen.  to  be  taken  up.  I 
hope,  by  some  one  more  competent  to  fill  that  re- 
sponsible place,  admitting  there  is  much  to  do  and 
should  be  done  by  every  correspondent  of  each 
Division  for  the  good  of  the  Order  and  our 
Brothers.  There  has  been  much  said  through 
The  Conductor  and  some  good  suggestions  made 
and  as  a  last  request  I  will  ask  before  I  lay  down 
my  pen:  What  are  you  going  to  do  for  the  old  con- 
ductor? The  wind  and  ink  work  has  been  talked 
up.  bashed  up.  and  warmed  up.  now  it's  time  to 
get  down  to  sure  enough  business.  If  you  don't  do 
something  a  lot  of  the  old  boys  will  lose  all  pa- 
tience and  go  off  and  die.  then  you  can  throw  roses 
after  them  or  old  boots,  shoes  or  any  old  thing.  • 

Every  Brother  should  know  my  sentiments. 
The  pension-give  him  roses  while  he  is  alive,  that 
he  may  enjoy  their  fragrance  at  bis  old  home. 
Dead  conductors  don't  care  much  for  "bo-kas." 
Live  ones  enjoy  a  square  meal  and  a  good  warm 
suit  of  clothing  even  after  they  are  put  on  the  "rip 
track"  and  have  bleached  their  whiskers  to  the 
color  of  the  beautiful  snow.  Seniority  and  stu- 
dents will  take  care  of  themselves  and  I  do  hope 
the  delegates  from  406  Divisions  will  do  something 
at  St.  Paul  that  will  be  a  credit  to  themselves  and 
a  benefit  to  the  old  and  disabled  conductors. 

El  Capitan  Division  US  is  jogging  along  in  the 
old  way  with  very  fair  attendance,  especially  if 
there  is  a  grievance  on  hand.  We  will  have  our 
election  on  December  1st  and  before  this  article  is 
read  there  will  be  a  new  set  of  officers,  including  a 
correspondent. 

I  am  going  to  say  a  few  words  for  the  Great 
Santa  Fe  Route  because  I  am  earning  my  living 
on  that  road,  but  don't  know  anything  to  say  about 
the  Brothers  in  the  train  service.  Our  superin- 
tendent of  the  terminal.  J.  W.  Walker,  has  been 
very  ill  and  is  at  present  laying  in  the  Lane  Hos- 
pital in  San  Francisco  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Good- 
fellow.  Last  reports  say  he  is  getting  better.  We 
do  hope  he  may  soon  be  with  us  again.  Warehouse 
foreman.  J.  F.  Lott.  is  at  home  on  the  sick  list  and 
has  been  for  two  weeks  but  is  getting  along  all 
O.  K.  and  will  be  out  soon,  so  we  all  hope,  so  say 
all  of  his  men  in  the  freight  house.  Chief  Clerk 
Dunley  has  been  looking  after  the  work  during 
Mr.  Walker's  sickness,  assisted  by  Will  O'Brien 
in  Mr.  Lott's  place.  Business  is  very  good  in  the 
freight  department.  Wishing  all  a  Merry  Christ- 
mas and  Happy  New  Year. 

San  Francisco.  Cal.      Milton  G.  Pumphrey. 
t& 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  end  of  the  year  is  drawing  near  and  I  be- 
lieve it  has  been  a  prosperous  one  for  the  conduc- 
tors as  well  as  a  pleasant  one  for  their  families. 
Since  the  organisation  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  at 
this  point  it  has  been  one  continuous  round  of 


pleasure  for  all  concerned.  It  has  brought  together 
families  who  were  comparatively  strangers  be- 
fore and  who  are  now  the  dearest  friends.  I  at  one 
time  was  opposed  to  ladies  organising  but  from 
the  results  obtained  by  Division  148  I  have 
changed  my  opinions  and  am  now  a  staunch  advo- 
cate of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  and  hope  it  will  con- 
tinue its  good  work. 

The  receptions  given  at  the  residences  of 
Mesdames  Bates.  Craig.  Roberts.  Smith.  Martin 
and  Fennell  were  something  grand,  and  Easey  is 
always  in  on  these  occasions  and  enjoys  himself 
hugely  and  was  called  on  to  present  to  Brother 
Roberts  the  booby  prise  won  at  Sister  Roberts* 
progressive  high  five  social.  It  was  an  up-to-date 
automobile.  Rob  was  completely  prostrated  at 
the  eloquent  presentation  address.  Tears  and 
sighs  were  the  order  of  the  moment,  but  a  moment 
later  it  was  a  roar  of  mirth  that  greeted  the  as- 
semblage. Oh.  he  stood  it  like  a  major. 

We  still  have  a  good  Division  at  Colorado 
Springs,  notwithstanding  the  compulsory  transfer 
law.  With  all  our  loss  by  transfer  we  still  have  a 
good  membership.  I  heard  our  Chief  Conductor 
tell  Brother  Wilkins  we  bad  sixty-two  members  in 
good  standing  — a  pretty  nice  Division.  On  the 
fourteenth  of  December  we  will  hold  our  annual 
election  of  officers.  Our  old  officers  have  done 
well  in  the  past  year:  let  us  hope  those  who  suc- 
ceed them  will  do  as  well.  Brother  Wilkins  vis- 
ited with  us  on  Nov.  21st  and  gave  some  good 
counsel.  The  day  was  a  terrible  one.  a  regular 
cyclone  blowing,  or  he  would  have  had  a  much 
better  attendance.  The  few  that  went  from  Colo- 
rado City  bad  to  hire  a  lumber  wagon  as  a  means 
of  transportation.  The  trolly  lines  were  all  blown 
down.  There  have  been  but  few  changes  here  in 
the  past  year.  The  old  faces  are  *M  here  and  we 
hope  will  continue  to  stay  indefinitely.  Mr.  S.  S. 
Morris,  our  old  trainmaster,  left  here  to  accept  a 
similar  position  on  the  C.  &  A  at  Bloomington.  111., 
and  was  succeeded  by  J.  C.  Vining  formerly  of  the 
D.  &  R.  G.  We  lost  a  good  man  and  received  a 
good  one  in  return.  We  all  have  great  respect  for 
both.  Brother  Bert  F.  Ingham  leaves  us  in  a  few 
days  for  sunny  Mexico.  Success  to  you.  Bert,  and 
may  your  light  always  burn  brightly  is  the  wish  of 
your  humble  servant. 

Brother  S.  D.  Johnson,  a  former  passenger  con- 
ductor of  the  T.  H.  O.  C.  and  C.  R.  Z.  &  P.  and  a 
long  time  chairman  of  the  R  I.  board  of  Ad  just- 
ment.  has  taken  charge  of  the  Elk  Hotel  at  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  is  prepared  to  cater  to  the  wants 
of  the  public.  Any  member  of  the  Order  who  may 
come  this  way  will  find  Old  Single  Deck  a  jolly 
good  fellow.  He  will  supply  the  good  things  for 
our  installation  this  year  and  you  know  it  must  be 
good  if  it  suits  us. 

I  will  now  bid  farewell  to  the  pages  of  The  Con- 
ductor and  its  readers  and  give  way  to  my  suc- 
cessor with  kindest  feeling  toward  all  members  of 
Division  244.  Easy. 

Colorado  City.  Colo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Our  Brother.  Joe  Flory.  was  defeated  by  a 
greatly  reduced  democrat  majority  for  the  gover- 
norship of  the  state  of  Missouri,  but  aff  he  went  up 
against  a  democrat  majority  of  55.000  it  was  not 
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such  a  defeat  after  all— between  20.000  and  25.000.  It 
hat  probably  worked  out  the  problem  how  to  art 
legislation  in  these  states  that  are  at  present  with- 
out such  little  things  as  fellow  servant,  spotter  and 
black  ball  laws.  When  we  went  into  this  fight,  it 
was  not  alone  for  the  benefit  of  Joe.  but  for  the 
railroad  men  in  all  the  states  where  legislation 
was  necessary.  We  thought  we  might  be  able  to 
place  a  club  in  the  hands  of  your  committee  that 
would  force  the  politician  into  line.  We  think  we 
have  done  it.  and  would  suggest  that  you  go  right 
after  what  you  want  and  go  quick  while  the  matter 
is  still  fresh  in  their  minds.  I  want  to  tell  the 
Brothers  how  we  all  stood  here:  Engineers,  train- 
men, firemen  and  conductors  and  the  unorganized 
railroad  men  gave  their  united  and  loyal  support 
to  Joe.  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
them  for  their  loyal  support  to  Joe  Flory  and  the 
O.  R.  C,  and  to  assure  them  when  the  time  comes 
they  need  not  ask  us  for  help  in  vain.  The  regis- 
tration of  the  Joe  Flory  club  show  3.000  signatures 
who  pledged  themselves  to  Joe's  support:  the  club 
furnished  five  workers  in  the  state  and  five  in  the 
city  and  the  club  distributed  over  100.000  pieces  of 
literature  and  maintained  a  noon-day  wagon  to 
work  the  freight  houses  and  railroad  shops,  with 
speakers  to  follow  up  the  convention  candidates 
at  the  small  ward  meetings  at  night,  making  a 
personal  canvass  of  the  street  car  men,  switchmen 
aad  trainmen,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  the  Joe 
Flory  club  was  a  factor  in  the  race.  We  had 
Brother  Joe  with  us  the  last  night  of  the  campaign 
and  escorted  him  and  his  worthy  wife  from  the 
depot  to  the  hotel  and  from  the  hotel  to  the  hall. 
410 strong,  with  a  flambeau  club  and  a  brass  band 
in  the  lead.  In  our  small  hall,  which  only  holds 
25JD9  people.  20.000  people  arose  en  masse  and  for 
twenty  minutes  cheered  him  to  the  echo  and  de- 
fied a  brass  band  of  forty  pieces  to  drown  their 
enthusiasm.  While  we  are  defeated,  the  end  is 
not  yet.  and  I  do  hope  this  is  an  entering  wedge  for 
the  political  preferment  of  the  railroad  men  of  the 
United  States.  Brothers,  of  other  states,  see  what 
the  railroad  men  have  done  for  themselves  in 
Illinois.  You  can  do  the  same  if  you  try.  Brother 
Harrington  of  Sedalia  was  elected  over  an  engineer 
named  Crouse  for  railroad  commissioner. 
Kansas  City.  Mo.  R.  G.  Stonb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

During  the  year  1900  Division  175  has  had  an 
unusually  large  death  rate  among  its  members. 
We  were  first  called  upon  to  give  up  Brother  L. 
Van  Fossen.  who  was  killed  while  switching  in  the 
S.  P.  yard  at  Nile.  Cal..  on  May  24.  1900.  We  were 
next  called  upon  to  give  up  our  worthy  Brother.  B. 
F.  Denney.  We  were  next  called  upon  to  give  up 
our  worthy  and  esteemed  Brother.  D.  C.  Morth- 
land.  The  Great  Creator  next  called  on  us  to  give 
up  our  worthy  Brother.  J.  E.  Finley.  on  Oct.  16. 1900. 
Through  The  Conductor  this  Division  desires  to 
thank  Dr.  Rogers  and  Brother  Binford  for  their 
kind  attention  and  assistance  to  Brother  Finley 
during  his  illness.  We  also  desire  to  thank  the 
members  of  Wingo  Division  No.  290  for  their  kind 
assistance  in  performing  the  last  sad  rites  over  our 
worthy  Brother.  At  Obion.  Tenn..  some  days  ago. 
our  worthy  Brother.  F.  O.  Roberts,  met  with  a 
very  peculiar  and  painful  accident.  He  was  in 


charge  of  a  freight  train  on  the  I.  C:  had  occasion 
to  use  a  fusee  in  protecting  his  train  from  an 
approaching  train.  He  ignited  the  fusee  and  was 
in  the  act  of  dropping  it  when  it  exploded  with 
terrific  force,  tearing  and  mangling  his  right  hand 
in  a  horrible  manner.  The  force  of  the  explosion 
was  so  great  that  some  of  our  unfortunate  Broth- 
er's fingers  were  picked  up  sixty  feet  from  the 
place  of  accident.  Brother  Roberts  was  conveyed 
to  the  hospital  at  Paducah,  Ky..  where  his  right 
hand  was  amputated  near  the  wrist.  Brother 
Roberts  stood  the  operation  well  and  at  last  ac- 
counts was  getting  along  splendidly.  He  is  one  of 
the  brightest  and  most  pupular  freight  conductors 
on  the  Memphis  division  of  the  I.  C.  Ry..  and  we 
all  sympathise  with  him  in  his  great  loss.  We 
have  lots  more  to  write,  but  it's  time  to  go  out.  so 
we  will  have  to  ring  off.  We  hope  to  be  able  to 
furnish  a  more  cheerful  article  next  time. 
Memphis.  Tenn.  Samuel. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

In  looking  over  our  directory  in  November  Con* 
ductor  we  find  that  many  other  Divisions  hold 
their  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  as  well  as  301,  and 
we  feel  that  it  is  proper  or  we  would  not  be  blessed 
as  we  have  been  in  the  last  two  years.  We  now 
mark  it  73  members  in  good  standing:  over  four 
hundred  dollars  salted  away,  and  our  income  at 
present  $73  per  month.  Four  new  candidates  at 
last  two  meetings  and  more  in  sight.  We  are 
proud  of  our  Division,  and  proud  of  the  attendance 
of  late,  and  feel  confident  that  the  latter  has  come 
to  stay  for  the  increase  in  new  members  is  now 
composed  of  young  runners,  and  some  of  the  very 
best.  There  are  those  in  our  Division  who  have 
patiently  plodded  along  for  years,  and  when  the 
clouds  have  been  the  darkest  have  worked  the 
hardest,  and  although  at  times  it  seemed  like  a 
struggle  against  fate,  they  have  faithfully  stood  at 
their  post  of  duty,  and  their  reward  is  now  being 
reaped.  It  is  true  tney  have  been  accused  of  run- 
ning things,  but  show  us  the  Division  that  doesn't 
have  such  accusers,  and  we  will  call  it  the  eighth 
wonder  of  the  world.  The  rag  chewing  mem- 
ber who  stays  away  from  his  Division  and 
airs  his  grievance  upon  the  street  corner  is.  it 
seems,  a  necessary  evil  and  while  our  obligation 
requires  us  to  consider  him  a  Brother,  his  conduct 
don't  make  him  worthy  of  the  name.  He  will  have 
an  axe  to  grind  some  day.  then  he  will  bob  up 
serenely  with  a  grin  upon  his  face  equal  to  that  of 
Davy  Crockett,  and  then  our  time  will  come. 

We  regret  to  hear  of  the  serious  illness  of 
Brother  J.  F.  Green's  wife  of  Cochran.  Indiana. 
Brother  Ed  Jackson.  Jr..  has  been  seriously  ill.  but 
is  now  able  to  go  to  his  home  in  Cincinnati. 
Brother  John  Cuddahee  has  been  crippled  for 
many  months  but  is  now  improving.  C.  B.  Cole, 
formerly  for  many  years  superintendent  of  the 
O.  &  M.  at  this  point,  is  not  expected  to  live.  His 
sickness  again  reminds  us  of  how  fast  the  old 
faces  are  disappearing.  We  meet  those  who  are 
left,  daily,  and  we  often  think  of  how  time  will 
make  these  wonderful  changes,  both  in  the  posi- 
tions of  men.  and  in  their  appearance. 

Bruce,  you  would  never  recognize  in  the  new 
B.  &  O.-B.  &  O.  S.  W.  reconstructed  road  the  least 
resemblance  to  the  old  O.  &  M.  when  brakemen 
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could  sro  over  the  road  and  never'  get  their  shoes 
soiled,  and  when  all  the  conductor  had  to  do  was 
to  keep  the  dnst  off  his  clothes.  The  writer  has  an 
O.  &  M.  brakewheel  on  cupola  brake  and  an  O.  &  M. 
globe  in  his  lantern  which  are  both  sweet  to  gaze 
upon.  Old  relics,  and  a  reminder  of  good  times 
when  we  had  eight-wheel  engines,  and  from  12  to 
22  loads  was  a  train.  When  we  could  make  45  days 
with  ease,  and  not  feel  like  an  old  dray  horse  at  the 
end  of  the  month.  In  our  ignorance  Of  ithe  future 
these  times  were  blissful  to  us,  and  it  was  better 
thus.  We  only  wonder  if  the  limit  has  been  reached. 
Should  these  lines  meet  the  eyes  of  "Pewee" 
in  Birmingham,  he  will  understandtthat  we  re- 
ceived the  sign  sent  us  some  time  since*for  which 
we  thank  him.  Would  like  to  hear  from  Kernan 
and  Fits.  also. 

The  current  rumor  is  again  afloat  that  with  the 
completion  of  the  revised  edition  ot  the  new  pike 
that  all  crews  will  run  through  Cincinnati  to  Shops 
and  that  Seymour  will  be  only  a  flag  station  as  it 
were.  Several  changes  have  been  made  in  the  of- 
ficial line,  and  more  prospective.  Two  more  of 
our  boys  were  recently  reinstated— one  conductor 
and  one  engineman— again  showing  to  us  the  great 
leniency  shown  by  our  officials.  For  five  years  we 
have  enjoyed  the  best  of  business  and,  while  hard 
at  times,  we  are  allowed  to  lay  off  in  reason  there 
being  about  sixty  extra  brakemen  and  a  propor- 
tionate number  of  extra  conductors.  Before  The 
Conductor  reaches  its  readers  this  month  many 
of  us  will  have  held  our  elections  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  very  best  material  will  have  been 
selected,  and  especially  in  electing  the  delegate  to 
St.  Paul.  The  home,  the  surplus  fund  and  many 
other  things  will  be  brought  up  that  wise  delibera- 
tions alone  will  master.  The  two  first  are  better  off 
as  they  are— left  alone— and  in  general  our  laws  are 
all  right,  and  no  better  insurance  exists  in  all  the 
land  than  ours,  just  as  it  is.  We  are  ourselfontbe 
shady  side  of  life,  but  as  long  as  we  are  spared  our 
faculties  and  the  use  of  our  limbs  we  will  pay  our 
assessments  if  we  have  to  miss  two  squares  a  day. 

Seymour.  Ind.  C.  W.  M. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

When  The  Conductor  arrives  at  our  homes  the 
first  thing  is  to  look  for  the  letters  of  this,  our  Di- 
vision correspondent,  which  is  quite  natural.  The 
membership  of  Division  122  is  progressing  nicely 
and  we  keep  adding  new  members  all  the  time.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  Brother  Stewart  is  still  con- 
fined to  the  Massachussetts  hospital.  We  have 
five  Brothers  on  the  sick  list  but  they  will  all  be  at 
our  next  meeting  and  get  a  glad  hand  shake  from 
the  Brothers.  As  for  poor  Brother  Belcher.  I  pre- 
sume he  will  never  be  able  to  attend  again.  He  is 
an  invalid  and  would  be  glad  to  have  the  boys  call 
and  see  him.  It  puts  new  life  into  him  to  have  the 
Brothers  call. 

The  committee  on  entertainment  are  making  ar- 
rangements for  a  grand  good  time  to  be  held  at 
the  public  installation  the  last  Sunday  in  Decem- 
ber. A  banquet  from  3  to  6  will  be  served  and  at 
which  there  will  be  some  able  talent.  It  will  pay 
the  Brothers  to  attend  with  their  wives  or  best  girl 
and  have  a  grand  good  time.  It  will  be  the  16th  an- 
niversary of  Division  122.  The  Brothers  are  doing 
their  best  to  make  it  a  grand  success.    I  see 


Brother  Cayne  has  deferred  matrimony  this 
winter.  He  is  attending  law  school  at  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  expects  to  have  his  diploma  in 
about  two  years  from  now  so  we  will  be  all  rifirbt 
for  advice  in  matters  pertaining  to  law.  Brother 
Ambrose  has  been  confined  to  his  house  for  some 
six  weeks  of  typhoid  fever  but  expects  to  be  with 
us  again  in  a  few  days. 

I  observed  quite  a  number  of  the  boys  at  Law  ley 
at  the  launching  of  the  torpedo  boat  Blakely  and 
as  it  was  a  dry  affair  they  quietly  took  a  drink:  of 
nice  fresh  water  and  passed  out  through  the  gates 
and  departed.    It  was  pleasant  to  see  Brother 
Baynton  at  our  last  meeting,  even  if  he  don't  come 
but  once  a  year.  Brother  Dunbar  has  got  out  after  ' 
his  illness  and  attended  our  last  meeting  and  the 
Brothers  were  glad  to  see  him.  Brother  Mclssaces 
has  socialist  ideas  executed  in  the  last  campaign 
and  I  coincide  with  him  myself  in  a  great  many 
things.  They  are  all  right.  I  would  like  to  sug- 
gest  that  it  is  good  policy  to  elect  officers  in  a  Di- 
vision who  will  attend  meetings  if  you  want  to 
make  a  good  impression.  It  is  tiresome  to  go  into 
a  Division  and  get  ready  to  do  business  and  have 
to  appoint  four  or  five  officers  pro  tern.  There  is 
not  that  spirit  that  would  be  if  the  regular  officers 
attend.  Brother  Smith  had  to  forfeit  his  bond  to 
Brother  Harrington  for  not  moving  that  building:. 
He  had  to  take  up  campaign  work  for  Alderman 
Adams  and  his  untiring  work  had  good  effect.  lie 
is  a  hustler  and  is  not  backward  at  anything  he  un- 
dertakes. 

I  notice  in  The  Conductor  that  every  now  and 
then  some  Brother  writes  an  article  in  regard  to 
ownership  of  railroads  by  the  government.  I  don't 
want  to  see  it  and  don't  believe  in  it  If  they  were 
controlled  by  the  government  and  a  person  should 
get  "done"  for  anything  he  could  not  follow  his 
profession  in  China  at  this  stage  of  the  game. 
Politics  are  corrupt  enough  now  without  railroads 
being  put  in  their  bands.  I  believe  in  letting  well 
enough  alone.  Automobile. 

Boston.  Mass. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  gotten  myself  into  trouble  by  having  too 
much  to  say.  but  such  things  will  sometimes 
happen.  Now  what  I  mean  by  getting  into  trouble 
is.  that  I  was  appointed,  at  our  last  meeting,  to  fill 
the  position  of  correspondent  from  Division  170  to 
The  Conductor  for  the  year  1900,  which  is  fast 
drawing  to  a  close.  As  the  term  is  short  I  will  try 
and  perform  this  duty.  When  I  say  a  duty  I  mean 
that  when  a  Brother  is  appointed  or  elected  to  fill 
a  position  he  should  either  decline  or  fulfill  the 
duties  of  the  office.  Now,  Brother  Editor,  it  has 
been  a  long  time  since  you  heard  from  Division 
170.  although  at  one  time  there  was  not  an  issue  of 
The  Conductor  that  there  was  not  some  useful 
information  and  wise  suggestions  from  the  pen  of 
our  correspondent,  but  for  some  unaccountable 
reason  this  office  has  not  been  filled  for  two  terms 
and  we  would  have  finished  another  vear  without 
being  heard  from  had  it  not  been  for  the  ever- 
thoughtful  Brother  Mason,  who  is  always  looking 
for  something  that  will  advance  the  interests  of 
the  Division  and  our  noble  Order  in  general.  Ad- 
vance is  the  word  used  by  the  members  of  No.  170, 
as  shi  is  stronger  in  membership  and  finance  than 
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since  tier  organization.  We  have  at  the  present 
writing:  a  membership  of  126  and  very  little  ma- 
terial  to  draw  from,  bnt  jnst  as  soon  as  a  conductor 
is  eligible  he  is  knocking  at  our  door  for  admis- 
sion, which  in  my  mind  speaks  well  foronr  Divi- 
sion. The  financial  condition  of  oar  Division 
never  was  better,  as  we  have  been  blessed  with  a 
corps  of  good  and  efficient  officers. 

Now,  Brothers,  the  time  is  drawing  near  for  our 
annual  election,  and  we  shonld  be  careful  and 
look  around  our  Division  rooms  and  select  from 
our  number  the  best  members.  What  I  mean  by 
oar  best  members  are  those  who  have  been  regu- 
lar in  attendance  at  our  meetings,  and  when 
elected  to  office  will  perform  the  duties  of  such 
office  in  every  particular,  especially  that  part  of 
memorizing  our  ritual,  as  to  my  mind  the  impres. 
si  on  made  on  the  mind  of  the  candidate  by  the 
officers  without  the  use  of  the  ritual  will  be  ever- 
lasting. Also  such  officers  are  not  only  a  credit  to 
the  Brothers  of  the  Division,  but  to  all  others  with 
whom  they  may  come  in  contact.  This  also  being 
the  year  for  the  selection  of  our  delegate  to  the 
Grand  Division,  which  meets  in  1901.  we  should 
cast  aside  all  feeling,  if  any  exists,  and  select  one 
who  is  not  afraid  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the 
Division  he  represents,  as  there  will  be  a  number 
of  important  questions  to  come  before  the  Grand 
Division.  So  Brothers,  look  out  for  the  delegate 
of  Division  170.  I  think  you  have  heard  from  him 
Dc  lore. 

Finding  I  was  too  late  for  the  November  issue  of 
The  Conductor  I  held  over  until  this  month,  and 
in  so  doing  I  have  the  pleasure  of  mentioning  our 
visit  to  Division  224  on  Sunday.  Nov.  4.  After 
transacting  our  regular  business  in  the  morning 
at  a  special  meeting,  we  started  for  Division  224  in- 
tending to  take  them  by  surprise,  but  as  usual 
some  officious  Brother  acted  the  part  of  tell-tale 
and  you  can  imagine  our  surprise  when  ,we 
alighted  from  the  train  to  meet  Brother  Baldwin, 
who  was  waiting  to  take  us  over  to  dinner,  but  we 
knocked  the  wind  out  of  him  when  we  told  him  we 
dined  before  we  left  Philadelphia.  Now  Brothers, 
to  show  you  how  much  good  these  visitations  do: 
In  the  first  place,  when  we  arrived  at  Broad  Street 
Station  we  ran  into  a  Brother  who  had  not  at- 
tended a  Division  meeting  for  two  years,  but  when 
he  saw  us  and  heard  where  we  were  going,  he 
joined  in  and  after  the  meeting  he  said  he  never 
enjoyed  himself  more  than  at  this  meeting  and 
will  in  the  future  try  and  attend  all  meetings  he 
can  get  to.  Well,  it  was  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing meetings  I  have  ever  attended,  both  from  a 
business  and  instructive  point.  Now  I  do  wish 
some  of  the  Brothers  who  do  not  attend  their  own 
Division  meetings  could  have  been  there  and 
heard  the  remarks  made  by  Brother  Sweeney, 
C.  C  Brother  Layfield.  S.  and  T.,  Brother  Eason. 
J.  C,  also  Brothers  Parker,  Wyman,  Baldwin, 
Jones  and  others  of  Division  224.  and  Brothers 
L.  H.  Sheppard.  Keely.  Dugan.  Clark,  Slocum, 
Connell.  Brennan  and  others  of  Division  170.  I  am 
sure  they  would  be  regular  attendants  at  all  meet- 
ings. Brothers.  I  will  here  make  a  personal  re- 
mark, and  that  is.  that  every  Division  has  a 
Brother  who  is  looked  upon  as  their  orator  and  Di- 
vision 224  has  hers  in  Brother  Parker,  as  his  re- 
marks for  the  good  of  the  Order  were  far  above 


the  average.  There  were  two  initiations  in  which 
the  candidates  were  put  through  in  first  class 
style  and  the  newly  made  members  were  so  im- 
pressed with  the  ceremony,  the  large  circle  of 
Brothers  who  surrounded  tbem  and  the  lessons 
taught  there  that  I  am  sure  when  in  their  power 
to  attend  the  meetings  yon  will  find  them  there. 
After  the  meeting  we  sat  down  to  a  supper  which 
provided  all  the  delicacies  of  the  season,  but  from 
the  appearance  of  the  tables  after  all  hands  were 
through  it  was  plainly  evident  that  the  Brothers 
enjoyed  the  repast  as  well  as  they  did  the  meeting. 
After  a  general  exchange  of  greetings  and  shaking 
ot  hands  we  left  for  home,  arriving  at  8:00  p.  m..  all 
the  Brothers  of  Division  170  speaking  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  their  trip.  J.  A.  C. 
Camden.  N.J. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  58  is  closing  a  most  prosperous  year, 
both  in  increase  of  membership  and  in  treasury 
funds.  We  have  reason  to  feel  thankful  that  no  dis- 
asters have  befallen  us  as  was  the  case  last  year  in 
the  death  of  a  number  of  members.  But  little 
sickness  has  been  inflicted,  and  Brother  Francis, 
who  was  mentioned  in  our  last  letter,  has  quite  re- 
covered. Brother  Edwards,  however,  has  been 
confined  to  his  bed  for  some  time  by  a  stubborn 
complaint,  which  we  hope  he  may  soon  over- 
come. 

During  the  warm  summer  months  we  did  not 
abandon  a  meeting,  but  on  the  other  hand,  we 
found  matters  of  sufficient  interest,  which  warmed 
our  zealousness  to  a  similar  degree  with  that  of 
the  weather.  The  subject  of  parliamentary  prac- 
tice was  introduced  and  carefully  dissected  in  such 
a  way  as  to  at  once  interest  all  the  members,  who 
had  up  to  that  time  imagined  that  it  contained  but 
little  of  interest  to  any  one.  We  learned,  however, 
that  meetings  conducted  according  to  parlia- 
mentary forms  not  only  introduce  a  spice  upon 
these  occasions,  but  they  lend  a  confidence  to  its 
members,  who  feel  that  they  are  proceeding  upon 
certain  rights  and  forms  which  have  been  estab- 
lished for  the  good  government  of  assemblies  of 
deliberation. 

Our  officers  have  been  very  zealous  in  their  at- 
tendance, the  C.  C.  and  Secretary  having  regis- 
tered at  every  meeting,  and  the  other  officers  bear 
a  commendable  record  for  good  attendance  as 
well.  We  are  now  desirous  of  electing  a  represent- 
ative of  the  best  material  we  have,  who  shall  be 
able  to  maintain  our  prestige  before  the  Grand  Di- 
vision at  St.  Paul.  We  are  therefore  casting  about 
for  such  timber,  and  hope  to  place  a  good  man  on 
the  floor  of  the  next  Grand  Division.  We  piloted 
a  pilgrim  through  the  dangers  and  cautions  inci- 
dent to  a  safe  arrival  at  his  final  destination  on 
last  meeting,  which  was  executed  in  a  most  com- 
mendable way,  and  which  left  an  impression  not 
only  in  the  candidate's  mind,  bnt  was  felt  by  every 
member  present.  Associate  Editor,  Brother  An- 
derson, exemplifying  the  Chief's  work  in  his  force- 
ful, characteristic  way  that  at  once  carries  one 
into  a  feeling  of  reality.  This  revives  a  most  im- 
portant thought,  which  ought  to  have  the  consider- 
ation of  our  members  and  which  we  find  well  ex- 
emplified in  the  text,  "Be  ye  warmed  and  filled, 
notwithstanding  we  give  him  not  those  things  that 
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are  needful  to  the  body,  what  does  it  profit?"  We ' 
believe  that  in  our  ceremonies  we  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  the  conductor's  loyalty  to  the  Order:  if  it 
be  impressive  and  exemplified  and  so  spoken  as  to 
reach  the  recesses  of  the  heart  and  cause  that  re- 
sponsive thrill  that  makes  him  appreciate  tbe 
earnestness  of  the  decrees  conferred,  we  may  look 
for  an  exercise  of  that  determination  calculated  to 
hold  up  the  principles  of  our  noble  Order:  but.  if, 
like  the  text,  we  palaver  a  few  lines  over  him  and 
fail  to  impress  him  with  the  solemnity  of  the 
scenes  he  is  called  to  witness,  we  might  as  well  say 
in  the  beginning:,  "You're  it,"  sign  the  by-laws  and 
take  a  seat.  A.  Dayton. 

Cedar  Rapids.  Ia. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  402  is  setting;  along:  nicely  at  present. 
The  W.  &  L.  E.  is  doing:  a  good  business  at  this 
writing:,  and  the  boys  are  making:  hay  while  the 
sun  shines.  We  had  a  visit  from  our  G.  J.  C. 
Brother  Corbett;  he  gave  us  a  eood  idea  how  rail- 
roading- is  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  We 
find  that  the  W.  &  L.  E.  is  not  the  only  road  pulling: 
large  tonnage  trains  and  double  heading.  There 
have  been  a  good  many  Brothers  dismissed  here 
lately  and  some  of  them  for  very  small  causes,  but 
I  don't  think  the  management  has  anything  against 
organizations.  Seniority  seems  to  satisfy  some, 
while  it  doesn't  others.  Brother  Moore  has  just 
taken  the  Navarre  passenger  run  away  from 
Brother  Myers,  who  will  go  on  the  rounds  on  the 
west  end.  Although  Brother  Myers  loses  a  good 
run  it  will  not  be  a  great  loss  to  him  as  he  has  never 
taken  the  trouble  to  get  a  blue  suit.  Some  Broth- 
ers didn't  get  any  turkey  Thanksgiving,  but  they 
will  probably  make  up  for  it  Christmas  or  New 
Years.  We  will  soon  have  some  -new  members. 
There  are  several  conductors  here  that  should  be 
making  their  appearance,  and  I  think  they  are  get- 
ting ready  now.  I  think  we  will  be  represented  at 
the  next  convention  by  a  wide-awake  delegate,  and 
although  he  is  not  in  active  service  now,  he  is  no 
back  number.  Adam  Goodsell. 

Massillon.  O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  notice  for  the  first  time  since  Division  402 
opened  we  were  represented  in  our  October  Con- 
ductor by  Simmy  Dorman  with  a  few  lines  of 
good  advice  to  our  members.  Division  402  is  very 
prosperous  for  its  age.  with  everything  working  in 
our  favor  and  very  smoothly.  One  bad  fault  some 
of  our  members  have  is  not  attending  meetings. 
If  all  the  Brothers  that  are  in  on  meeting  nights 
would  attend,  such  business  of  importance,  which 
should  be  transacted,  would  be  heard  by  all  and 
avoid  any  unnecessary  wrangle  to  arise  in  future, 
though  not  being  in  close  touch  with  business  of 
the  Division.  We  should  all  take  as  much  interest 
as  possible  to  make  our  Division  a  grand  success 
in  every  respect.  The  only  way  to  accomplish 
this  is  by  prompt  attendance  at  all  meetings.  If 
you  meet  a  Brother  on  the  street  the  next  day 
after  meeting  who  did  not  attend  Division,  he  will 
tell  you  all  about  his  tough  trip  and  have  all  kinds 
of  excuses  to  make.  This  is  very  true,  we  have 
some  tough  trips,  but  we  should  divide  some  of  our 
time  with  the  best  interests  of  our  Division.  Our 


meeting  of  November  5  was  one  of  the  largest  id 
attendance  since  Division  402  organized.  -  SucD 
meetings  give  encouragement  to  all  and  is  evii 
dence  that  to  give  the  boys  a  little  touching  bringj 
good  results.  I  hope  these  largely  attended  meeti 
ingswill  continue,  as  we  have  some  good  worl 
which  must  be  given  finishing  touches  before  thil 
year  ends. 

Our  Chief  Conductor,  Brother  H.  C.  Myers,  and 
Assistant  Chief.  Brother  Charles  Stocker.  have 
gone  on  a  hunting  tour  and  expect  to  bag  all  kinds 
of  game.  We  have  chartered  a  special  car  ta 
transport  what  game  Brothers  Myers  and  Stockel 
round  up,  and  from  their  success  as  hunters  we  art 
to  have  a  grand  feast  on  their  return  home,  on  coo 
ditionsthat  they  don't  make  a  mistake  and  kill 
some  poor  farmer's  horse  for  a  bear  and  get  mixed 
up  with  the  law.  We  have  some  very  lively  mem- 
bers in  Brothers  R.  Albaugh.  E.  Krause  and  A^ 
McMicbial.  When  they  start  there  is  no  stop  to 
them  until  they  have  completed  their  part. 

Massillon,  O.  Cousin.  • 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Crescent  City  Division  No,  106  has  completed  all 
arrangements  to  run  a  special  train,  consisting  of 
baggage  car.  dining  car  and  four  Pullman  sleepers 
for  the  benefit  of  delegates,  members  of  the  Order 
and  their  families  and  members  of  the  Ladies 
Auxiliary  to  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors, 
who  wish  to  attend  the  next  Grand  Division  to  be 
held  at  St.  Paul.  Minn.,  in  May,  1901.  This  train 
will  leave  New  Orleans.  La.,  in  time  to  arrive  at 
St.  Paul.  Minn.,  for  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion and  remaiD  at  St.  Paul  until  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion adjourns,  when  the  train  will  leave  St.  Paul 
for  Vancouver.  British  Columbia.  Spokane.  Wash- 
ington. Salt  Lake  City.  Utah.  Colorado  Springs. 
Colorado.  El  Paso.  Texas.  City  of  Mexico.  Mexico, 
returning  via  Eagle  Pass  route  to  New  Orleans. 
La.,  and  will  stop  over  at  all  points  of  interest. 
This  trip  will  be  one  of  the  most  delightful  tours 
ever  taken  by  anyone,  going  over  the  most  scenic 
lines  in  the  world,  taking  in  the  finest,  as  well  as 
the  most  interesting,  country  in  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  Mexico,  and  will  consume  about  29 
days  from  leaving  until  returning  to  New  Or- 
leans. 

We  intend  to  make  this  trip  one  of  pleasure  and 
comfort,  allowing  only  two  to  a  section,  so  as  not 
to  crowd  our  cars.  The  rates  for  this  trip,  which 
includes  meals  and  berth,  from  leaving  until  re- 
turning  to  New  Orleans,  will  be.  for  each  person. 
$75.00;  for  children  between  the  ages  of  6  and  12. 
$37.50,  two  to  a  berth!  T.  J.  Jewktt. 

New  Orleans.  La. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Fearful  that  the  close  of  the  present  year  may 
work  a  discontinuance  of  our  office  as  corre- 
spondent for  Division  139.  and  that  we  might  be 
denounced  as  unworthy  for  the  place,  we  shall 
utilize  the  space  for  the  remaining  month  which 
we  hope  yet  remains  for  us.  The  real  reason  for 
the  lack  of  interest  on  our  part  is  the  fact  that  no- 
body seemed  to  take  any  note  of  our  proposition  to 
limit  letters  to  600  words,  which  plan  we  submitted 
some  months  since.  In  fact  about  the  second 
month  thereafter  our  letter  was  crowded  out  by 
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those  long-winded  Brothers  who  have  probably 
been  too  busy  with  political  discussions  to  write 
jut  now. 

Right  here  let  us  say.  in  defense  of  our  most  able 
editor,  that  he  is  entirely  blameless  in  the  matter, 
and  just  as  lone  as  members  of  the  Order  continue 
to  air  their  purely  personal  ideas  with  snch  ab- 
normally elongated  communications  as  he  has 
been  forced  to  enroll  in  the  Fraternal  depart- 
ment snch  an  undesirable  state  of  conditions  will 
exist 

Well  we  must  hasten  along  and  tell  you  that 
Division  139  is  better  financially  and  fraternally 
than  for  years.  In  fact  it  has  been  doing  extremely 
well  financially  since  giving  the  first  annual  outing 
in  1835.  and  has  been  doing  well  fraternally  since 
receiving  so  much  encouragement  from  the  Grand 
Officers  of  our  Order  and  since  the  Grand  Division 
has  recognized  the  necessity  of  a  Grand  Officer 
from  our  section  and  have  given  us  that  most 
zealous  and  true  O.  R.  C.  member.  Brother  Cor- 
bett.  as  Grand  Junior  Conductor.  We  are  for 
the  "administration''  again,  first,  last  and  all  the 
time.  It  is  pretty  well  settled  that  Brother  R.  B. 
Sagsdale.  our  present  Chief,  will  be  re-elected, 
also  our  present  S.  and  T..  Brother  J.  W.  Beathord. 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  re-elected.  They  have 
both  made  faithful  and  efficient  officers.  If  our 
plans  do  not  fail  we  will,  by  the  first  of  the  new 
Tear,  be  in  a  new  hall  known  as  the  O.  R.  C.  Hall. 

We  are  sorry  to  note  that  Brothers  W.  Harvey 
Williams  and  Nick  L.  Davis  are  very  sick.  We 
hope  they  will  soon  be  able  to  attend  Division 
meetings.  Brother  W.  J.  Taylor,  one  of  our  oldest 
and  best  members,  is  not  working  now;  he  seems 
very  tnucn  indisposed  and  probably  wants  a  good 
rest  from  the  perplexities  of  a  passenger  train. 
Brother  John  Moore,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three, 
attends  Division  meeting  every  two  weeks  and 
takes  a  hand  with  the  keenest  interest.  He  runs  a 
night  mixed  train  between  Knoxville  and  Bristol, 
a  distance  of  131  miles,  every  night  in  the  week 
and  seldom  ever  stops  off  for  anything.  Brothers 
C.  A.  Spitzer  and  J.  J.  Winfrey  have  each  taken 
unto  himself  a  wife.  May  their  lives  be  frought 
with  choicest  pleasures.  Brothers  Frank  Hope  and 
Joe  Strange  are  next  out  and  the  caller  is  close 
after  them.  The  great  "battle  of  ballots"  is  fin- 
ished. Let  us  hope  that  prosperity  will  still  abide. 

Knoxville.  Tenn.  "Duplex." 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

We  have  read  very  carefully  the  Fraternal  for 
November.  Brother  Corbett  has  been  this  way 
and  given  us  some  light  on  the  affairs  of  the  Order 
in  general.  The  Wilkesbarre  circular  has  been 
read.  From  the  pens  of  our  correspondents  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years,  we  are  brought  face  to  face 
with  facts  and  conditions  which  we  as  an  Order 
have  got  to  handle  carefully,  both  by  legislation 
and  execution  of  laws  and  policies  made  manifest 
by  that  legislation.  As  this  letter  may  be  read  by 
some  of  our  membership  who  may  not  give  these 
subjects  much  thought  and  consideration,  we  trust 
it  will  open  their  eyes  upon  some  subjects,  so  that 
when  the  approaching  election  occurs  in  their 
Division  they  may  vote  for  men  who  will  serve 
their  every  interest  the  best.  The  coming  session 
of  the  Grand  Division,  so  far  as  legislation  is  con- 


cerned, we  consider  to  be  a  prominent  one.  as  it 
concerns  the  future  welfare  of  the  organization. 
There  are  subjects  to  come  before  it  that  must  be 
handled  very  judiciously.  Facts  and  conditions 
must  be  considered' and  legislation  effected  that 
will  result  in  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest 
number.  In  the  election  of  officers  of  local  Divis- 
ions, it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  in  good  stand- 
ing to  be  present  and  cast  his  vote  for  such  men  as 
he  thinks  can  best  serve.  It  is  optional  with  each 
Division  to  elect  whom  they  please  of  their  own 
members  to  fill  any  office,  and  it  makes  no  differ- 
ence whether  he  be  in  active  service  or  not.  To 
choose  whom  they  please  is  their  inherent  right 
and  the  other  Divisions  cannot  question  their 
action.  In  the  past  some  of  our.  correspondents 
have  suggested  who  should  be  elected  delegates 
to  the  Grand  Division,  such  as  active  members, 
passenger  conductors,  etc..  which  is  wrong,  be- 
cause when  you  have  initiated  a  man  he  is  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  that  are  common  to  his  Brothers. 
That  matter  pertains  to  the  local  Division  only. 
Whether  you  instruct  him  or  not.  that  is  your  own 
business.  As  far  as  policy  of  the  Order  is  con- 
cerned and  the  spirit  of  a  law  which  affects  the 
members  in  general,  we  believe  in  instructing.  As 
to  minor  matters  and  acting,  as  it  were,  as  a  jury- 
man, the  delegate  should  be  allowed  to  use  his  own 
judgment.  As  one  of  the  past  "balance  wheels" 
who  helped  to  build  up  the  Order,  I  would  say  that 
in  the  80's  the  sole  object  of  the  Order  existed 
under  but  two  heads— Insurance  and  Employment. 
Account  of  a  different  condition  of  affairs  in  1890 
we  added,  or  rather,  freed  our  members  so  as  to 
provide  for  protection.  To  any  Brother  who  will 
read  carefully  the  proceedings  of  the  sessions  of 
the  Grand  Division  for  the  90's  or  the  past  ten 
years,  he  will  see  the  position  we.  as  an  organ- 
ization, take  and  what  we  offer  as  an  inducement 
for  a  conductor  to  ioin  us.  We  offer,  first,  insur- 
ance at  cost  to  provide  for  him  maimed,  or  his 
dear  ones.be  being  no  more;' second,  in  employ- 
ment, to  assist  him  to  the  best  wages,  shortest 
hours  and  most  pleasant  conditions;  third,  pro- 
tection in  the  enjoyment  of  the  first  and  second. 
As  to  other  things,  we  leave  him  to  his  own  in- 
dividuality and  citizenship  so  long  as  they  are  not 
opposed  to  the  tenets  of  our  Order.  As  to  legis- 
lation on  our  insurance,  an  amendment  to  the 
Reserve  Fund  making  it  just  and  equitable  to  all. 
will  undoubtedly  be  presented  by  Brother  Ingram 
of  the  insurance  committee.  There  will  also  be  a 
measure  introduced,  (copied  from  another  fra- 
ternal insurance),  to  pay  a  totally  disabled  mem- 
ber his  insurance  by  installments,  say  $100  the  first 
three  or  six  months  and  $200  the  next  three  or  six 
months  and  so  on  until  he  is  paid  in  full.  The 
feature  of  such  a  law  is  that  the  fraudulent  one 
could  not  "do  us"  for  any  great  amount,  as  in  the 
case  Brother  T.  C.  Jones,  of  Canada,  carried 
through  the  Grand  Division.  Upon  such  laws  it  is 
well  to  instruct  the  delegate  in  reference  to.  as  he 
may  not  be  a  member  of  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment, and  still  his  Division,  almost  to  a  man, 
directly  interested.  The  responsibility  of  the  in- 
surance laws  must  rest  upon  the  individual  mem- 
bership, should  the  delegate  be  instructed,  and 
not  upon  the  administration.  Legislation  affecting 
employment  will  be  one  of  the  knotty  problems  to 
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solve.  If  Brother  Scates.  who  shifts  his  home  at 
the  rate  of  2.000  miles  per  month,  voices  the  senti- 
ment of  any  great  number  of  our  members,  the 
subject  of  seniority  will  have  to  be  trotted  a  heat 
or  two.  The  last  race  was  a  dead  heat— the  com- 
mittees disagreeing.  Like  Brother  Welch.  I  fail 
to  see  any  reason  why  we  should  ask  any  other 
organization  if  we  can  do  away  with  seniority. 
That  has  been  tried  and,  like  general  federation, 
it  was  a  failure.  What  is  the  matter  with  the  O.  R. 
C.  coming  out  squarely  either  for  or  against  it? 
Give  us  the  vote  at  St.  Paul  and  let  us  know  what 
the  majority  say,  then  we  will  be  in  a  position  to 
consider  the  subject  intelligently.  Let  us  have 
the  vote  even  if  every  Division  in  the  Order  has  to 
instruct  her  delegate.  There  is  no  entangling 
alliance  that  binds  us  now.  As  an  Order  are  we  in 
favor  of  seniority  or  are  we  not?  We  want  to  know 
whether  the  responsibility  of  it  rests  upon  the 
individual  membership  or  upon  the  administra- 
tion. If  the  Grand  Division  votes  in  favor  of 
seniority,  then  it  will  be  necessary  to  adopt 
Brother  Osborne's  idea  of  a  home  and  found  some 
mercantile  establishment  that  will  furnish  employ- 
ment for  our  Brothers  who  have  "lost  out."  Then 
remove  the  law  prohibiting  our  members  engag- 
ing in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  which  the 
laws  of  this  country  say  is  a  legal  legitimate  bus- 
iness. Seniority  will  not  permit  our  Brothers  who 
"lose  out"  to  follow  their  profession  as  conductor, 
and  the  poor  fellow  will  have  to  go  to  Brother 
Osborne's  home  or  seek  some  other  line  of  bus- 
iness or  else  drop  out  of  the  Order.  Ten  years 
more  you  will  see  a  greater  surplus  of  experienced 
railroad  men  on  the  market  than  you  have  today. 
If  you  adopt  seniority  you  might  just  as  well  take 
the  whole  protective  fund  and  use  it  as  Brother 
Osborne  suggests,  as  you  would  not  find  it 
adequate  to  meet  the  issue,  and  the  members . 
would  withdraw  from  the  Order  like  sheep  jump- 
ing a  rail  fence,  should  they  be  assessed  very 
heavy.  There  is  an  element  in  the  B.  of  R.  T. 
which  thinks  there  should  be  but  one  organisation 
of  trainmen  and  that  the  B.  of  R.  T.  You  will  ob- 
serve how  they  cling  to  the  conductors  who  belong 
to  them.  Even  Geo.  Howard,  in  the  days  of  the  B. 
of  R.  C.  could  not  get  them  to  withdraw  from  the 
Trainmen  and  join  his  brotherhood.  He  told  me 
once  that  Old  Baldy,  (referring  to  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
the  then  Grand  Master  of  the  Trainmen),  knew 
very  well  what  he  was  about  and  on  which  side  his 
bread  was  buttered.  He  knew  that  the  conductor 
element  were  good  pay  and  as  long  as  he  was  their 
salaried  officer,  that  if  he  retained  the  Conductors 
in  the  Trainmen  he  would  be  sure  of  his  salary.  If 
Seniority  be  adopted  by  the  Order,  how  easy  it 
will  be  for  the  B.  of  R.  T.  to  assimilate  the  O.  R.  C. 
As  Brother  Scates  says,  have  three  degrees  and 
one  order  of  trainmen,  or  five  degrees  and  provide 
for  the  engineers  and  firemen;  but  let  me  tell  you. 
Mr.  Engineers  will  not  have  it.  Will  the  con- 
ductors? I  believe  Brother  Scates  is  right  in 
reference  to  age  limit  and  physical  examination 
and  that  the  railway  orders  can  pull  these  thorns 
from  our  sides.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
administrations  of  the  several  Orders  to  get  to- 
gether and  do  this.  Such  questions  properly  be- 
long to  their  offices.  Does  not  the  U.  S.  expect 
her  administration  to  solve  problems  that  are  con- 


tinually arising  in  her  intercourse  with  other 
nations,  and  does  not  the  different  departments 
carry  on  negotiations  which  result  in  either 
treaties  of  peace  or  war?  Treaties  are  ratified  by 
the  representatives  of  the  people:  war  is  declared 
by  congress  alone.  Could  not  our  administration 
do  similarly  and  let  the  Grand  Division  ratify  or 
reverse?  [If  the  Grand  Division  is  the  congress, 
what  right  has  the  cabinet  (O.  R.  C.  administration) 
to  adopt  aggressive  measures?— Ed.]  The  admin- 
istration is  up  for  re-election  at  each  session  and 
the  fact  of  re-election  is  an  approval  of  the  policies 
of  the  administration.  If  our  administrations  are 
brave,  fearless  and  true  to  the  common'  people, 
they  have  nothing  to  fear.  The  statistics  Brother 
Scates  asks  for  would  surely  be  interesting  and  of 
value.  We  could  then  compare  each  year's  work. 
We  would  be  able  to  know  what  results  each  and 
every  administration  produces.  Let  us  have  these 
statistics  and  the  bureau  of  employment  It  would 
help  to  build  up  the  Order.  The  element  "some 
loin  the  B.  of  R.  T.  to  eat  and  the  O.  R.  C.  to  ride." 
are  parasites  and  they  are  the  disloyal  members 
whom  we  all  despise.  They  are  frauds.  If  we 
have  a  statistician  we  hope  he  will  have  a  list  of 
them,  as  they  cause  more  discord  than  we  desire. 

Brother  Scates,  allow  me  to  ask  you  one  question 
and  your  answer  may  be  the  means  of  producing  a 
remedy:  You  say.  "The  O.  R.  C.  is  growing  reti- 
cent to  its  interest  and  not  moving  forward  as  it 
should."  Whom  do  you  hold  responsible?  The 
administration  or  the  innividual  members?  You 
are  probably  aware  that  many  of  our  members 
claim  that  the  reticent  or  taciturn  disposition  of 
our  Chief  is  one  of  his  strong  qualifications  for  the 
Executive  head  of  our  Order.  Brother  "Mox," 
your  sermon  on  envy  is  well  worthy  of  perusal. 
Would  that  we  had  more  optimists  like  you. 
Brother  L.  E.  J.,  of  Toledo,  referring  to  Brother 
Geo.  W.  Huntley's  letter  where  he  advocates  a 
curtailing  in  the  membership  of  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion, wishes  to  add  another  step  which  has  many 
commendable  features.  Brother  Huntley's  idea  I 
do  not  favor  at  all.  Brother  Huntley,  you  know 
very  well  that  back  in  the  90's  when  we  sat  in 
Grand  Division  together  there  were  rings  and  you 
can  plainly  see  they  still  exist.  Can  you  be  true  to 
your  common  people  and  favor  rings  or  advocate  a 
measure  which  would  make  a  ring  that  would  be  a 
corker?  Seniority  is  the  paramount  issue.  The 
third  tenet  of  our  Order— the  youngest— the  one 
we  have  nurtured  and  experimented  with  the  past 
ten  years  and  under  but  one  administration,  is  pro- 
tection. Brother  Osborn,  in  his  letter  says;  "An 
army  of  weary  hearted,  sick  conductors  would 
thank  God  for  an  opportunity  to  again  support 
their  loved  ones  and  would  accept  a  position  at  re- 
duced pay  because  you,  my  Brother,  neglected  to 
furnish  or  provide  employment  or  protection." 
Because  of  this  neglect  he  suggests  "to  build  up  an 
industry"  as  a  remedy.  The  policy  of  the  Order 
for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  on  a  line  of  protec- 
tion. The  vote  of  a  constituted  majority  at 
Rochester  in  1890  spoke  protection.  The  vote  for 
general  federation  spoke  protection.  Every  vote 
taken  since  where  the  issue  of  protection  was 
manifest  has  been  for  protection.  General  federa- 
tion has  been  declared  a  failure. 

Brother  Osborn  pictures  a  Coxey's  army.  Will 
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they  more  on  St.  Paul?  For  this  failure  and  this 
army  somebody  is  responsible  and  it  lies  between 
two  bodies,  either  the  law  making  body  or  the  ad- 
ministration which  has  been  handling  the  Order 
for  the  past  ten  years.  The  remedy  lies  inherent 
in  the  Grand  Division.  This  subject  cannot  be  re- 
ferred to  any  committee  to  smother.  Brother 
Corbett  related  a  situation  on  a  line  of  railway  that 
ought  to  set  the  minds  of  every  Division  to  work 
that  will  result  in  affording  that  protection  that  is 
due  every  loyal  member  of  the  Order  and  the 
Order  itself.  He  says  this  road  has  adopted  a 
policy  of  letting  go  all  employes  who  belong  to  any 
of  the  organisations  of  railway  employes.  That 
they  are  hiring  firemen  from  off  the  double  track 
roads  of  the  East  who  are  incompetent  to  pull  a 
train  successfully  aver  this  single  track  road.  A 
man  from  off  this  road  who  is  a  member  of  one  of 
the  organizations  today  corroborated  to  me  every 
word  Brother  Corbett  said.  He  reports  31  wrecks: 
three  B,  of  R.  T.  and  one  B.  of  L.  F.  men  killed.  He 
said  he  knew  of  no  conductors  killed  or  maimed. 
I  asked  him  and  Brother  Corbett  if  any  of  the 
Grand  Officers  of  any  of  the  Orders  were  on  the 
rround  to  offer  protection  and  he  said  no. 
Brothers,  yon  can  draw  your  own  picture  of  what 
state  of  affairs  exist.  It  must  be  very  unpleasant 
to  run  a  train  there  and  if  these  men  are  being  let 
Co  how  will  it  affect  the  Order?  Seniority  will 
keep  them  on  the  hog  for  a  good  long  while  and  at 
the  same  time  what  a  grand  argument  for  Brother 
Osborn's  home  and  industrial  plant,  and  what  a 
burden  for  the  rest  of  us  to  carry.  Our  Order  is  in 
the  same  position  as  the  brakemen.  firemen  and- 
engineers.  All  of  them  have  a  strong  protective 
fund  laying  idle  and  members  needing  the  neces- 
sary protection.  What  holds  back  this  protection, 
the  laws  of  the  organizations  or  the  indifferent 
disposition  of  the  administrations?  Brother  Ing- 
ram will  say  you  bet  Old  England  will  protect  her 
•objects  wherever  the  sun  or  moon  shines.  Ought 
we  not  to  expect  it  of  the  administrations  of  our 
railroad  Orders?  What  is  a  protective  fund  for.  if 
act  to  protect  our  Order  wherever  assailed.  When- 
ever the  management  of  a  road  discharges  our  mem- 
bers on  account  of  their  affiliation  with  our  Order, 
or  their  being  the  representatives  of  our  Order  they 
declare  war  upon  us.  As  a  parallel:  Congress  de- 
clares war  or  another  nation  declares  war  upon  us: 
the  president  can  command  the  resources  pro- 
vided for  to  protect  our  interests.  What  is  there 
to  prevent  the  heads  of  the  different  railway  em- 
ployes'organizations  acting  as  allies  and  protect 
every  individual  interest  assailed?  There  is  an 
individual  member  of  one  of  the  brotherhoods  who 
is  doing  more  protection  than  anyone.  He  is  at 
the  coroners'  inquests  over  the  remains  of  his  fel- 
low Brothers  securing  evidence  which  will  make 
it  expensive  for  the  road  before  the  courts  of 
Illinois.  That  man  is  a  true,  loyal  protectionist. 
He  is  not  a  banner  bearer  to  carry  the  Sag  in  the 
ranks  but  a  general  who  takes  the  sword  in  hand 
and  goes  forth  to  battle  for  the  right  in  a  manly 
and  an  American  way.  If  our  laws  do  not  admit  of 
this  protection  we  should  change  them  until  they 
do.  If  it  is  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  execu- 
tives, then  change  them.  Boys,  the  old  "balance 
wheels''  have  their  eyes  on  the  "Alton."  In  re- 
ference to  the  Wilkesbarre  circular,  we  do  not 
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approve  of  it.  We  were  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Division  when  the  salaries  were  made.  We  ad- 
vocated $5,000  a  year  and  expense  account  for  our 
Grand  Chief  Conductor.  Mr.  C.  S.  Wheaton  was 
the  encumbent  and  drew  that  salary.  He  was  an 
exponent  of  the  then  policy  of  the  Order,  in- 
surance and  employment.  At  Rochester  we  made 
the  policy  of  the  Order,  insurance,  employment 
and  protection,  and  any  Brother  who  was  there  re- 
members the  stand  I  took  there.  When  I  was 
asked  by  a  certain  Brother  who  made  the  race  to 
be  Mr.  Wheaton's  successor,  a  man  who  belongs  to 
the  Order  for  revenue  only,  if  it  would  not  help 
him  to  advocate  a  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  G. 
C.  C.  I  said  no.  $5,000  is  right,  but  we  want  a  $5,000 
man.  He  got  left.  Now,  Wilkesbarre.  am  I  right 
or  wrong?  We  want  a  $5,000  man— without  casting 
any  personal  reflections— whether  we  have  that 
man  is  for  the  membership  to  decide.  If  you  op- 
pose him.  do  it  manfully  and  not  by  any  under- 
handed means,  like  cutting  the  salary  of  the  head 
of  as  good  an  organization  as  we  have  helped  to 
build.  Murat. 
Covington,  Ky. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Ye  scribe  realizing  the  fact  that  an  opportunity 
'  lost  is  lost  forever,  believes  that  we  should  exer- 
cise due  vigilance  along  this  line.  I  believe  that 
some  men  never  look  for  opportunities.  Some  men 
seem  to  be  satisfied  in  helping  themselves,  while 
others  are  ever  on  the  alert  for  some  opportunity 
to  help  someone  else.  Now,  I  think  that  of  all  mis- 
erable men  it  is  the  man  who  can  only  find  time  to 
help  himself,  (not  even  his  own  Division,  or,  in  a 
broader  sense,  the  O.  R.  C.)  If  there  is  any  one 
thing  that  we.  as  an  organization,  had  ought  to  feel 
proud  of  and  exercise  every  opportunity  to  do 
everything  that  lays  in  our  power  to  help  along,  it 
is  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors.  The  Order 
is  the  best  earthly  friend  we  have.  I  have  been  in 
train  service  since  1876.  and  when  I  commenced 
braking  on  the  point  on  the  old  Milwaukee,  Lake 
Shore  &  Western  I  worked  for  $40.00  a  month,  while 
the  hind  man  received  $45  00.  I  don't  know  what 
this  extra  $5.00  was  for.  unless  it  was  because  he 
cleaned  the  lamps,  or  was  supposed  to  be  the  first 
lieutenant  and  your  humble  servant  the  hired  man. 
but  there  was  one  thing  that  I  did  notice,  and  that 
was  that  when  we  had  swung  into  port  after  put- 
ting in  not  less  than  18  to  20  hours  per  day  and  lift- 
ing 300  pound  fish  boxes,  ye  scribe  wondered  if  this 
was  the  sunny  side  of  the  life  of  a  railroad  man, 
and  if  so.  what  in  the  world  was  Old  Abe's  emanci- 
pation proclamation  for.  If  ever  there  were  black 
slaves  emancipated  they  forgot  all  about  the  white 
ones.  Brakemen  on  that  same  run  today  are  draw- 
ing $2.25  a  hundred  and  three  men  at  that. 
Hurrah  for  the  O.  R.  C!  Boys,  swing  into  line! 
Put  your  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  help 
the  good  work  along.  An  incident  came  under 
your  scribe's  notice  a  short  time  ago.  where 
an  -  employe  was  discharged  who  did  not  be- 
long to  the  Order,  and  when  speaking  to  one 
of  the  officials  in  regard  to  putting  him  back  to 
work  again  the  answer  was,  "what  is  the  matter 
with  you  fellows?  He  don't  belong  to  any  of  the 
orders.  He  has  no  come  back."  They  will  always 
find  the  block  turned  the  wrong  way  on  caboose  50. 
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and  don't  you  forget  it.  I  believe  that  the  O.  R.  C. 
has  made  the  conductor  what  he  is  today,  a  power 
to  be  felt  in  the  land.  Now.  what  we  want  is  a 
plumb  out  of  the  legislative  pie:  for  the  O.  R.  C. 
sun  is  not  setting,  but  just  coming  up  in  all  its 
brightness.  So  don't  forget  the  best  friend  you 
have;  and  show  by  your  coming  to  the  Division 
meetings  that  you  can  appreciate  a  good  thing. 

Our  business  has  about  got  down  to  a  solid  winter 
basis,  and  the  weather  man  up  at  Medicine  Hat 
has  sent  us  down  a  taste  of  old  King  Blizzard  and 
the  white  mantle  is  being  thrown  around  promis- 
cuously. Ye  scribe  can  just  imagine  that  he  hears 
old  White  Jack  saying,  hurry  up  mother  and  resur- 
rect the  old  coonskin.  for  they  will  want  the  old 
boring  machine  (Rotary)  by  morning.  But  we  hope 
not.  A.  P.  Ward. 

Cbadron,  Neb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Appended  find  statement  of  receipts  received  at 
the  Home  from  all  sources  during  the  month  of 
November.  1900: 

O.  K.  C.  DIVISIONS. 


NO. 


110. 
119. 
162- 


AMT.       NO.  AMT. 

..$15  00     091  $12  00 

306   4  00 

360   6  00 

372   2  00 


12  00 
5  00 
12  00 
12  00 


Total  $80  00 

L.  A.  TO  O.  a.  C.  DIVISIONS. 


NO. 
U.. 
54.. 
88.. 


AMT. 

.$5  00 
5  00 
500 


NO.  AMT. 

129  $10  75 

137   7  00 


Total  $32  75 

SUMMARY. 

B.  L.  E.  Divisions.-.-;.;— .-   45  13 

G.  I.  A  to  B.  L.  E.  Divisions   12  00 

ft  £  £b^s::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::  A  3 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

L.  S.  Coffin,  per  error  -  $10  00 

Grand  Divisions  B.  L.  E.  error   .  9  00 

Grand  total  -  $372  95 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

By  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  Division  137  and  friends,  5 
pair  pillow  slips.  1  comfortable.  1  quilt.  7  pair 
socks.  12  handkerchiefs.  4  cakes  toilet  soap.  4  skeins 
silk  and  1  Roman  marked  linen. 

By  D.  H.  Holmes  of  the  Highland  Park  bank.  5 
large  fat  turkeys  for  Thanksgiving.  The  boys 
were  gobbling  for  a  week. 

Notice.— In  sending  remittances  to  the  Home. 

8 lease  give  number  of  Division  or  Lodge  and  the 
Tder  you  belong  to.  I  have  received  drafts 
enclosed  in  envelopes  with  nothing  else  to  show 
me  where  to  give  credit,  not  knowing  what  society 
it  came  from.        Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
S.  and  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 

Highland  Park.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  notice  that  some  of  the  Division  correspond- 
ents are  lining  up  for  the  St.  Paul  convention. 
Well.  Brother  Editor,  it  is  a  good  idea  and  I  believe 
a  great  help  for  the  Grand  Officers  to  appreciate 
the  wants  of  the  members  before  the  convention 
meets.  At  the  same  time  it  gives  the  several  dele- 
gates a  knowledge  that  they  could  not  obtain  in 


any  other  way.  It  is  through  the  columns  of  The 
Conductor  that  we  can  reach  the  popular  feel- 
ings of  the  O.  R.  C.  Division  124  wants  no  change 
in  our  insurance  laws.  We -think  the  student 
question  ought  to  be  settled  by  having  him  work 
under  instructions  a  certain  time,  to  be  de- 
termined by  our  next  convention,  before  he  is  en- 
trusted to  do  duties  as  a  brakeman.  then  if  he  is 
condemned  by  one  conductor  he  should  be  given 
his  time  check.  We  believe  that  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion should  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with 
the  General  Managers'  association  to  have  stand- 
ard time  card  rules  amended  so  not  to  have  the 
standard  rules  construed  as  they  are  at  present. 
When  the  directors  of  a  railroad  make  a  change  in 
management  the  new  man  looks  the  rules  over 
like  a  minister  looks  over  the  bible,  and  says,  that 
won't  work  and  he  disects  every  rule  in  the  time 
card.  Now  this  kind  of  work  should  be  stopped  as 
it  confuses  the  men  and  creates  mistakes.  No 
standard  rule  should  be  changed  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  General  Managers'  Association.  There 
are  so  many  changes  of  management  of  railroads 
now  that  the  railroad  directors  should  be  com- 
pelled to  have  the  presidents  and  managers  adopt 
this  rule  or  some  rigid,  iron  clad  rule  that  could 
not  be  broken  by  the  whim  of  a  manager  or  super- 
intendent. When  something  is  done  in  this  line 
you  will  see  fewer  experienced  railroad  men  look- 
ing for  work.  It  looks  to  me  that  it  would  go  far 
toward  putting  a  stop  to  this  false  cry  of  those 
would-be  reformers  of  government  ownership  of 
railroads.  Some  of  our  labor  reformers  have  more 
•kicks  coming  than  there  are  hairs  on  a  cat's  taiL 
We  want  the  general  managers  to  state  what  is 
capital  crime  of  offense.  We  want  the  general 
managers  to  adopt  a  rule  to  have  the  high  and 
low  cars  switched  together  on  all  through  freight 
trains  as  it  would  be  a  safer  way  to  handle  freight 
trains,  and  that  more  oil  be  used  on  cars,  thereby 
reducing  heated  journals.  We  believe  every  Divi- 
sion ought  to  work  with  the  several  state  legis- 
lative law  makers  to  make  a  law  making  it  unlaw- 
ful to  examine  a  man  for  train  service  for  any- 
thing else  than  hearing  and  seeing,  and  that  his 
age  of  usefulness  shall  not  be  less  than  62  years, 
the  same  as  our  army  rules  of  retirement.  We 
want  all  delegates  to  St.  Paul  convention  to  under- 
stand that  they  must  attend  to  business  before 
pleasure.  We  want  all  Divisions  to  instruct  their 
delegates  that  they  are  the  servant  of  the  O.  R.  C. 
and  not  a  dictator.  We  will  close  our  wants  by 
wishing  we  will  have  an  O.  R.  C.  Division  at  Evan- 
s ton  before  Christmas  and  wishing  all  Divisions 
and  members  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy 
and  Prosperous  New  Year.  J.  Dwvbr. 

Evanston.  Wyo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

With  the  factories  running  full  time  all  over  the 
country  we  all  know  means  that  the  railroad  com- 
panies cannot  get  empties  enough  to  load  to  get 
the  freight  over  the  lines.  It  is  not  now  as'l  have 
seen  it  a  few  years  ago  when  the  sidings  were 
blocked  with  empties  from  one  end  of  the  line  to 
the  other,  having  no  use  for  them.  How  gratifying 
it  should  be  to  all  labor  organizations  to  know  that 
the  country  is  in  so  prosperous  a  condition!  It  is 
to  be  earnestly  hoped  that  it  will  continue  for  all 
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time.  Do  not  understand  that  I  am  writing  a 
political  letter,  for  I  am  not. 

We  bad  a  visit  from  Brothers  W.  T.  Francis, 
chairman,  and  C.  F.  Graham,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  legislative  committee  of  Ohio,  which 
was  organised  at  Columbus.  Ohio.  July  15.  The 
committee  could  not  have  placed  better  men  to 
handle  its  business  than  Brothers  Francis  and 
Graham.  They  are  alive  to  the  needs  and  wants 
of  the  boys  in  the  way  of  legislation  as  any  one 
can  be.  and  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  that  the  seeds 
they  are  sowing  will  bring  forth  good  fruit.  Yet 
I  have  my  fears.  It  seems  that  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  railroad  men  in  the  state  of  Ohio  are  not  up-to- 
date  from  a  political  standpoint.  They  are  not  in 
line.  They  are  not  organized  and  it  seems  im- 
possible to  get  them  organized.  For  illustration 
take  Hamilton  county,  including  Cincinnati:  after 
all  the  railroad  organizations  endorsing  a  railroad 
man  for  the  legislature  last  fall  did  not  elect  him. 
Not  but  what  they  could  have  done  so  easily,  but 
they  didn't!  and  why?  Simply  because  they  did 
not  cast  aside  party  affiliations  as  they  promised, 
and  vote  for  their  man.  I  know  of  quite  a  number 
who  did  not  even  register,  much  less  take  interest 
eaongb  to  vote.  See  what  Milwaukee  has  done  for 
a  Brother  conductor.  Brother  Jardeau  is  Inspector 
General  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States.  See  what  Detroit.  Mich.,  has  done 
for  a  railroad  man— Brother  Madden  is  Third  As- 
sistant Postmaster  General.  And,  by  the  way.  it 
was  oar  good  fortune  to  meet  him  in  our  city  the 
other  day.  Brother  Jardeau  comes  to  see  us  quite 
often  and  always  comes  to  Division  meetings. 

Now.  my  Brother  railroad  men  of  Ohio,  get  to- 
gether—get  in  line!  Send  men  of  our  own  craft  to 
the  halls  of  congress;  to  the  senate:  to  the  state 
legislature.  You  can  do  it.  for  you  have  the  ma- 
terial and  the  votes,  and  ere  long  you  will  realize 
that  which  you  so  sorely  stand  in  need  ofi.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  next  Grand  Division  will 
strike  out  and  bury  into  oblivion  that  part  of  Sec- 
tion (3  of  the  Statutes  which  gives  to  a  Division 
the  power  to  keep  one  out  of  the  Order  for  all  time 
after  expelling  him.  I  have  always  thought  the 
fundamental  principle  of  the  O.  R.  C.  was  charity. 
If  anyone  can  sbow  me  any  charity  in  that  part  of 
Sec.  43.  to  which  I  refer,  I  will  thank  him  most 
kindly  Wipe  it  off  the  books!  I  know  of  a  case 
right  tit  re  in  Ohio  where  a  Division  held  as  good  a 
qui  as  ever  pulled  a  bell  cord  or  signed  an  order. 
«t  of  the  Order  for  over  fifteen  years  (I  can  prove 
iust  what  i  say)  and  he  would  be  out  yet  if  the 
bmsion  to  which  he  belongs  had  not  appointed  a 
committee  to  visit  the  Division  that  was  holding 
tun  out  and  investigate  the  case.  They  dared  not 
let  it  go  that  far,  for  too  well  did  they  know  that 
their  case  would  not  hold  water.  The  case  will  be 
thoroughly  aired  at  the  next  Grand  Division  at  St. 
Paul,  whether  I  am  there  or  not.  In  conclusion. 
Brother  Editor.  I  wish  to  say  to  you  that  we  are  rid 
of  the  member  who  wrote  the  "anonymous" 
letter,  which  means  one  without  a  name. 

Cincinnati.  O.  W.A.Fox. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

r-T>e  cannot  fail  in  passing  over  the  country  to 
»«*re  the  prospective  and  many  permanent  im- 
Wmernents.  Old  manufacturing  establishments 


are  being  remodeled  and  enlarged,  new  and  larger 
ones  being  built,  granaries  going  up  and  old  man- 
sions being  treated  to  a  new  coat  of  paint  and 
farms  improved;  in  fact,  most  everything  but 
cigars.  If  they  get  any  better  I  can't  tell  it. 

On  the  27th  ult.  our  dreams  became  a  reality,  and 
amid  the  profusion  of  beautiful  dowers  and  strains 
of  sweet  music  in  the  presence  of  relatives  and 
friends  at  181  Mills  street,  our  best  trusted  friends. 
Miss  Sallie  Ward  and  Mr.  H.  P.  Suddeth.  both  of 
this  city,  were  united  in  the  holly  bonds  of  matri- 
mony. The  bride  is  a  striking  and  handsome 
young  woman  of  culture.  The  groom.  Mr.  Suddeth 
is  a  young  man  of  sterling  worth  and  fine  qualities, 
and  is  all  that  is  upright  and  good.  That  he  is 
worthy  of  his  good  fortune  is  the  high  praise  that 
is  his.  The  presents  were  exquisite  and  in  great 
numbers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Suddeth  left  on  the  11 
o'clock  train  for  a  trip  east. 

We  had  not  recovered  from  the  great  shock  that 
we  received  from  the  Camp  Creek  disaster,  which 
made  such  an  inroad  into  the  ranks  of  our  Brother 
conductors,  until  we  received  another  similar 
shock  when  Brother  R.  M.  Latimer  was  murdered. 
Brother  Latimer  was  in  charge  of  his  regular 
train,  which  ran  between  Brunswick"  and  Jesup. 
and  on  his  home  trip,  when  within  two  miles  of  his 
loved  ones,  and  no  doubt  thinking  of  them,  he 
stepped  to  the  front  platform  of  a  combination  car 
to  eject  a  negro,  who  was  endeavoring  to  beat  his 
way.  Without  warning  the  negro  shot  him  twice, 
from  which  he  died  in  a  few  minutes.  Brother 
Latimer  was  universally  liked,  and  in  passing  over 
the  line  where  he  was  best  known,  I  hear  nothing 
but  expressions  of  regret.  His  Division  (123)  and 
the  state  offered  rewards.  The  Southern  Railway 
placed  the  matter  in  the  bands  of  their  detective 
force,  and  Chief  J.  W.  Connelly  with  his  aids  went 
to  the  scene  of  the  murder  and  assumed  personal 
control  of  the  case,  and  in  a  few  days  had  the  mur- 
derer in  jail  at  Brunswick,  where  be  is  now  confined 
awaiting  bis  trial.  All  due  praise  is  due  Chief 
Connelly  for  bis  fine  work  in  this  case,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  sayings  here  when  he  gets  after  you.  you 
had  just  as  well  come  home.  He  told  me  that  he 
had  not  felt  such  interest  in  a  case,  had  not  worked 
harder  on  one.  and  that  nothing  had  done  him  so 
much  good  as  the  capture  of  this  negro  since  he 
captured  the  Dalton  gang. 

I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  quite  a  number  of 
our  Brothers  are  not  so  ardent  in  the  perusal  of 
the  columns  of  The  Conductor  as  they  would 
have  you  believe,  especially  under  the  head  of  Fra- 
ternal. I  haven't  any  doubt  but  that  they  notice  it 
enough  to  see  that  it  is  delivered  regularly;  that 
they  pick  it  up  and  scan  half  of  its  pages  in  half 
that  many  minutes,  and  should  one's  letters  be 
printed  in  red  they  no  doubt  would  read  it  very 
carefully. 

We  are  not  lacking  in  what  so  many  of  our  Broth- 
ers are  complaining  of— poor  attendance.  Every 
member  can  not  be  expected  to  attend  every  meet- 
itg.  We  always  have  a  full  and  large  attendance 
and  plenty  of  important  and  interesting  matter 
left  over  under  the  head  of  "unfinished  business" 
to  give  us  food  to  talk  about  and  make  each  side 
marshal  up  a  goodly  number  of  Brothers  to  sup- 
port their  side  of  every  argument  and  take  care 
of  bis  side  or  the  other  side  will  do  him  one.  all 
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good  bumoredly.  which  elicits  many  a  hearty 

laugh. 

Our  Division  is  well  represented  by  the  best  of 
the  best  nationalities,  and  of  course  the  interest  is 
diversified,  each  presenting  his  yiews.  not  from  a 
partisan  view,  but  from  what  he  thinks  to  be  the 
best  interest  of  all.  and  at  times  it  has  anoticeable 
and  telling  effect.  When  the  clouds  have  cleared 
away  the  sky  is  standing  out  against  the  horizon  in 
all  of  its  beaut y,  peace  and  tranquility  seems  to 
dominate  everywhere,  serene  smiles  can  be  seen 
flitting  over  the  faces  of  all;  the  turbulent  waters 
have  subsided,  the  sun  is  darting  its  rays  across 
this  lovely  south  land  of  ours  and  man  can  be  seen 
breathing  the  blissful  thoughts  of  freedom  and 
wisdum.  and  thanking  the  deity  that  he  is  per- 
mitted to  live  in  this,  what  we  believe  to  be  the 
golden  harvest  of  the  human  agency.  Old  Ireland 
with  its  turaey  countenance,  with  a  face  extending 
back  over  the  top  of  his  head  and  around  on  the 
sides  down  near  onto  his  ears,  and  an  eye  twink- 
ling with  mischief  rind  mirth  will  arise,  and  in  a 
moment  the  silence  will  speak  a  cyclone  of  words 
that  will  in  a  few  moments  remind  of  the  building 
of  the  tower  of  Babylon.  Hence  the  interest  for 
the  nexf  meeting,  and  to  be  sure,  they  will  be 
there. 

Rumor  has  it.  and  signs  indicate  it.  that  the  trunk 
lines  through  the  southern  states  are  making  prep- 
arations for  a  greater  volume  of  business  this  win- 
ter than  an?  yet  known.  Brother  Ed  Gregg,  for  a 
long  time  passenger  conductor  between  Atlanta 
and  Birmingham,  and  who  has  recently  gone  to  the 
Seaboard  Air  Line,  has  been  promoted  to  passen- 
ger conductor  between  Savannah  and  Jacksonville. 
Brother  Gregg's  worth  and  merits  makes  him  last- 
ing friends  wherever  he  goes,  and  it  is  always 
pleasant  to  meet  such  a  congenial  captain  on  or  off 
duty.  Some  of  our  senior  freight  conductors  have 
recently  been  uniformed  and  are  now  doing  extra 
passenger  service.  They  look  real  nice  and  seem 
to  be  taking  hold  of  their  work  with  a  celerity  that 
might  make  some  of  the  older  ones  a  little  envious 
—I  might  say  Brothers  Alonzy  Slate.  S.  A.  Shelton 
and  T.  T\  Stevens. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the'coming  year  is  at 
band  and  Division  180  will  not  depart  from  her  old 
accustomed  rules  and  elect  nothing  but  good  men 
all  around.  The  greatest  difficulty  we  have  to  con- 
tend with,  we  have  so  much  good  material  it  is  hard 
to  say  who  will  make  the  best  man  for  the  place. 
We  have  begun  to  talk  about  the  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Division,  and  it  is  looked  forward  to  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure,  and  this  time  it  looks  like 
all  want  to  go.  It  is  more  than  likely  that  two 
trains  will  run  from  this  state,  one  from  Macon 
and  one  from  Atlanta.  Brother  Thomas  Loyall. 
who  captains  one  of  the  local  freights  between 
Lumber  City  and  Brunswick,  is  a  man  of  fine  sense 
and  sterling  worth,  having  filled  many  responsible 
positions,  some  of  the  best  agencies,  and  as  train 
dispatcher.  He  is  so  pleasant  that  one  always 
feels  better  after  meeting  him.  He  and  Mrs. 
Loyall  are  much  admired  and  appreciated  and  are 
great  social  favorites  at  their  home.  Lumber  City, 
and  have  proven  t  riemselves  to  be  most  pleas- 
ant as  host  and  hostess.  Having  dined  with 
them  not  long  since:  while  we  meet  others  equally 
as  agreeable,  enough  cannot  be  said  in  their  favor, 


and  to  the  best  of  our  belief,  for  time  to  come, 
when  we  are  on  the  road  our  hungry  thoughts  will 
return  to  that  heavy  laden  table,  and  we  will  think 
to  ourselves,  ohl  if  I  could  get  to  that  table  now! 
and  what  I  would  do  would  be  enough.  It  is  with 
a  heart  full  of  sorrow  that  we  mention  in  this  letter 
the  death  of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Young,  the  devoted  wife  of 
our  Chief  Conductor. ,  J.  D.  Goforth. 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  waited  in  vain  for  a  long  time  to  see  some- 
thing from  Division  309  so  I  will  try  and  write  a  few 
words. 

All  the  Brothers  are  at  work.  Brother  Batten- 
field  is  on  the  B.  &  O.  Brother  Gilbert  is  on  the  P. 
&  L.  E.  We  are  being  moved  one  by  one  to  Young- 
wood  yard,  and  it  won't  be  very  long  until  we  will 
all  be  there.  A  Brother. 

Scottdale.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Brother  B.  F.  Osborn's  letter  in  the  November 
Conductor  is  a  corker,  touches  a  good  many  of 
the  newly  made  conductors  on  the  raw  spots  and 
will  probably  make  some  of  them  squirm  like  a 
lamper  eel.  Keep  it  up.  Brother  Osborn;  there  are 
plenty  of  co-operative  industrial  homes  from 
which  to  obtain  statistics  to  show  the  practical 
success  to  be  obtained  in  a  home  for  the  old  and 
for  conductors  temporarily  out  of  employment, 
and  your  remarks  on  the  student  and  the  age 
limit  business  is  just  the  right  kind  of  medicine 
properly  administered  in  allopathic  doses  and  I 
trust  will  have  the  proper  effect.  I  never  could 
figure  out  just  exactly  what  is  right  in  every  in- 
stance. If  it  is  to  do  as  you  wish  to  be  done  by,  I 
am  afraid  I  could  not  practice  it  were  I  out  in  the 
river  with  another  conductor  or  student  on  a  plank 
too  small  to  float  us  both.  I  believe  I  would  try  to 
dislodge  him  to  save  myself,  and  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  is  the  rule  most  of  us  are 
governed  by,  viz:  Look  out  for  No.  1.  which  is 
self-preservation,  the  first  law  of  nature.  Do  as 
you  wish  to  be  done  by  is  the  last  law,  because  the 
least  one  practiced.  So  long  as  people  are  not 
brought  in  too  sharp  contact  with  each  other  they 
can  feel  generous,  but  when  they  get  to  crowding, 
which  is  the  case  in  all  railway  employments,  they 
begin  to  kick— feel  like  knocking  each  other  off  the 
plank,  and  generally  do  so.  This  is  what  causes 
the  apparent  reversion  or  abandonment  of  prin- 
ciple with  men  and  some  few  women.  It's  very 
few  men  that  will  hold  out  to  the  end  or  die  for 
what  they  think  to  be  right,  but  will  finally,  when 
crowded  too  tightly  for  a  living,  kick  somebody 
else  off  the  plank  to  save  themselves,  and  I  always 
take  this  into  consideration  with  my  dealings  with 
other  people— I  only  expect  them  to  be  fair  and 
honest  this  side  of  self  sacrifice:  when  it  comes  to 
that  I  look  for  them  to  go  back  on  their  word  and 
obligations  (and  some  of  them  don't  have  to  go 
very  far  until  they  reach  that  point).  Being  prac- 
tical is  simply  the  assention  of  this  first  law  of 
nature.  The  bishop  who  stuck  in  the  mud  with 
horses  that  would  not  make  extra  effort  without 
being  sworn  at  by  the  driver,  exemplified  this  law 
when  he  said  to  the  driver:  "Swear  enough  to  get 
us  out  of  the  mud."  If  life  is  better  than  death  it's 
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practical,  then,  for  oae  man  to  kick  the  other  off 
the  plank,  that  one  life  may  be  saved,  or  a  good 
fat  railroad  job.  Grocers  and  bntchers  have  to 
Bake  their  good  customers  pay  the  debts  of  their 
bad  (this  or  quit  business)  unless  on  a  cash  basis. 
Evidently  all  of  these  practices  are  not  exactly 
right  but  they  are  practical.  This  is  an  intensely 
practical  age  and  it  is  considered  more  disgrace- 
ful to  fail  than  to  be  dishonest— even  the  church 
will  stoop  to  means  and  measures  to  raise  money, 
wherewith  to  pay  their  ministers  and  support 
their  church  that  are  just  as  unscrupulous.  "Be 
not  righteous  over  much."  A  man  or  woman  can 
be  so  very  good  as  to  be  good  for  nothing.  I  don't 
think  any  man  can  be  successful  in  this  age  and  be 
strictly  honest— not  even  a  preacher  or  a  conductor. 
1  have  long  since  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
man  can't  hold  his  own  against  others  without  be- 
ing a  little  practical— so  Christ  taught— that  is. 
jnst  a  little  bit  dishonest;  at  least,  there  are  those 
who  seem  to  succeed,  either  in  preaching,  rail- 
roading, and  most  other  kinds  of  business.  I  am 
sorry  it  is  the  case,  but  it  is  really  the  truth  to  our 
great  shame.  Money  nowadays  is  made  and  soft 
jobs  on  railroads  and  in  other  lines  of  business  are 
secured  by  certain  sharp  practices  played  on  dull 

Now.  I  may  be  a  little  too  previous  in  my  advice 
regarding  candidates  to  the  national  convention  as 
delegates,  as  to  who  they  should  support  for  Grand 
Chief  Conductor,  but  when  orators  so  critical 
stand  proudly  on  the  rostrum  and  with  wisdom  fill 
the  air:  when  candidates,  soliciting,  and  wild  ap- 
plause eliciting  tell  us  about  the  future  and  the 
dangers  lurking  there.  Pull  soon  we'll  cease  oc- 
topus-ing  likewise  our  only  bope-us-ing  (this  may 
be  twisting  words  somewhat  but  still  it  is  a  fact). 
Instead  of  logic  devious  we'll  move  the  question 
previous,  and  turn  our  minds  to  business,  a  turn 
of  late  we've  lacked. 

We'll  drop  discussions  fiery,  "another— y"  and 
"liar— y"— (a  further  twist  of  syllables— the  rhyme 
would  have  it  so.)  We'll  bush  the  chants  unmus- 
ical, the  celebrations  boozical  and  to  onr  daily 
labors  with  untroubled  minds  we'll  go.  We'll  not 
in  every  section  or  division  of  the  order  hear  the 
man  who  would  electioneer  for  himself,  to  the  dig- 
nified office,  and  the  emoluments  of  Grand  Chief 
Conductor,  who'd  paint  in  the  blackest  pigments 
all  the  other  candidate's  sin.  No  more  we'll  argue 
violently  but  peacefully  and  silently  we'll  buckle 
down  to  business,  no  matter  who  opposes  me.  E. 
E.  Clark  is  my  man.  So  hail  convention  day  that's 
coming  on.  with  all  the  crash  and  roar  of  falls,  and 
blase  of  torch  and  throb  of  music  gone,  when  we 
have  saved  the  order  and  have  voted  for  our  favor- 
ite candidate  like  brave  and  honest  men.  when 
speakers  no  more  fearfully,  nor  other  conductors 
most  beerfully  assail  us  with  the  message  that 
theO.  R.  C.  Order  has  gone  to  the  d— dogs  again. 

Oh.  speed  the  Mayday  so  beautiful  with  the  at- 
mosphere up— tooitfull  (these  verses  are  too  near 
complete  to  hesitate  at  that)  when  fears  and  frights 
of  strikes  won't  quiver  us  and  no  one  would  de- 
liver us  from  fates  that  would  encompass  us  much 
like  Captain  Barber's  bat. 

When  this  convention  and  G.  C.  C.  election  bus- 
iness and  exhilerating  dizziness  lets  us  get  back  to 
business  and  everthing  in  our  Division  meeting  is 


as  peaceful  as  it  used  to  be— we'll  say— then  let  us 
(here  is  a  straining  rhyme)  rejoice  that  the  next 
conventioning  time  is— happy  thing  to  think  upon 
—a  long  two  years  away. 
Titusville.  Pa.       Capt.  Gbo.  W.  Barbkr.  Sr. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

No  doubt  the  writer's  name  was  expected  by  the 
readers  of  The  Conductor  to  be  found  in  the 
obituary  column  of  Thr  Conductor,  after  Brother 
Mox's  broadside,  but  the  revivifying  climate  of 
the  lower  east  coast  of  Florida  enabled  me  to  sus- 
tain the  shock  and  pulled  me  through  all  right. 

In  the  August.  1898.  Conductor,  page  568,  is  to  be 
found  a  letter  of  Brother  Mox's.  which  the  writer 
quoted  in  a  previous  letter  to  Thb  Conductor. 
Brother  Mor  eulogizes  the  Hon.  C.  C.  Kauffman  of 
the  Lancaster.  Pa.,  district  and  tells  in  glowing 
terms  of  his  service  to  the  railway  labor  orders  in 
Pennsylvania  and  how  he  had  been  defeated  for  a 
second  nomination  by  Reading  railway  employes 
who  voted  against  him  at  the  dictation  of  Reading 
officials.  But  Brother  Mox  did  not  tell,  although 
the  newspapers  of  the  time  did,  that  it  was  the 
boss  of  the  dominant  party  in  Pennsylvania  that 
forced  the  Reading  officials  to  make  their  em- 
ployes vote  against  Senator  Kauffman.  I  would 
advise  Brother  Mox  not  to  take  any  politician's 
word  as  gospel,  but  to  read  and  memorize  his  Con- 
ductor as  he  does  his  Bible.  Then  there  will  be 
no  misstatements  or  misconstruing.  Politics  is 
a  dirty  business,  lying  and  deceit  being  the  least 
of  its  sins  and  I  think  that  the  railway  labor  orders 
should  not  be  dragged  down  into  the  mud  and 
mire  of  partisan  politics  by  Brothers  who  are  office 
seekers  or  office  holders.  The  man  that  accepts 
an  office  from  a  political  boss  has  to  do  that  boss's 
bidding.  To  do  different  is  political  suicide,  and 
history  shows  that  the  boss  always  favors  the  cor- 
porations regardless  of  the  fact  that  they  are 
nearly  always  tyrannical  in  dealing  with  their  em- 
ployes. The  actions  of  some  politician  Brothers 
remind  me  very  much  of  the  sheep  told  of  in  the 
Cosmopolitan  for  October.  1899.  This  sheep  be- 
longed to  a  firm  of  Chicago  meat  packers.  When 
a  trainload  of  sheep  was  being  unloaded  this  par- 
ticulor  sheep  would  be  at  the  car  door.  When  it 
was  opened  he  would  lead  the  other  sheep  up  the  • 
gangway  to  the  slaughter  pens.  When  they  were 
safely  inside  he  would  work  his  way  to  the  rear 
and  was  let  out  of  the  pen  to  do  the  same  trick 
over  again  with  tne  next  car  load.  Brothers  who 
are  in  politics  and  who  want  to  mix  the  railway 
labor  orders  up  with  the  various  political  parties 
are  subject  to  suspicion  and  distrust.  In  the 
course  of  time  they  have  to  step  aside  to  make 
room  for  others,  when  they  lose  their  positions 
and  influence  they  are  ignored  and  when  they  die 
are  soon  forgotten.  If  a  Brother  has  those  quali- 
ties that  make  him  loved  and  respected,  also  to 
have  a  host  of  friends  that  have  confidence  in  him. 
let  such  a  Brother  if  the  conditions  are  favorable 
in  the  district  in  which  he  lives,  announce  himself 
as  an  independent  candidate  for  the  legislature  or 
congress.  Don't  be  afraid  of  superintendents. 
There  is  a  time  coming  when  the  general  managers 
of  the  American  railways  will  be  glad  to  have  re- 
presentatives of  the  railway  labor  orders  in  con- 
gress. Let  the  Lodges  and  Divisions  of  the  rail- 
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way  labor  orders  endorse  such  a  candidate.  And 
there  should  be  a  law  to  prevent  Divisions  of  the 
Order  from  endorsing  any  bat  independent  labor 
candidates.  There  would  be  no  trouble  about  the 
election  of  such  a  candidate  and  he  would  not  be 
the  tool  or  puppet  of  a  corrupt  boss.  His  actions 
would  not  be  questioned  and  he  could  hold  office 
with  honor  to  himself  and  the  railway  labor  orders 
as  long  as  he  lived.  Let  us  show  the  world  that 
the  railway  labor  orders  are  capable  of  producing 
the  highest  type  of  fraternal  and  civic  virtue.  The 
highest  type  of  men— honest  law  makers.  Nations 
mourn  for  such  men  when  they  die.  and  monu- 
ments are  erected  that  the  memory  of  their  good 
deeds  may  last  forever  and  be  cherished  by  future 
generations  of  men.  Such  men  may  be  envied, 
not  with  the  envy  described  by  Brother  Mox.  but 
with  the  envy  which  comes  from  affection  and 
love.  For  the  good  of  the  Order  let  us  hope  that 
all  Divisions  of  the  Order,  from  now  until  the 
Grand  Division  meets,  will,  at  their  meetings  de- 
bate the  questions  of  importance  that  concern  the 
Order's  welfare,  its  very  existence.  Take  up  the 
Home  question.  Take  up  the  question,  whether  it 
is  not  good  policy  to  have  a  state  committeeman  to 
look  after  local  and  state  politics.  This  work  is 
neglected  at  present  for  the  reason  that  "what  is 
everybody's  business  is  nobody's  business."  Our 
Grand  Officers  have  no  time  to  look  after  ques- 
tions of  that  kind,  but  if  there  were  state  com- 
mitteemen in  those. states  where  they  are  most 
needed,  it  would  give  our  Grand  Officers  time  to 
work  among  men  and  in  places  from  which  the 
Order  would  receive  great  benefit.  Let  Divisions 
debate  the  question,  whether  our  Grand  Officers 
should  or  should  not  be  members  of  either  of  .our 
national  or  state  legislatures.  We  hope  that 
G.  C.  C.  Clark  will  change  his  mind  on  this  ques- 
tion and  that  he  will  decide  to  lead  the  way  along 
with  other  members  of  the  railway  labor 
orders,  for  our  emancipation  and  to  our  "glory 
crowned  heights."  our  national  congress.  Let 
Brother  Clark  acquire  for  himself  a  place  among 
America's  immortals  in  the  proposed  nation's  hall 
of  fame.  I  hope  that  Brothers  aspiring  *o  office  in 
the  Grand  Division  will  announce  by  circular  let- 
ter what  their  policy  will  be  in  case  they  are 
elected  Grand  Officers.  American. 
Maimi.  Fla. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

That  the  Order  has  done  good  work,  its  fruits 
are  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Every  impartial 
investigator  acknowledges  that  the  achievements 
of  the  Order  have  been  real  and  far-reaching. 
There  is  no  need  for  an  apologist  for  the  Order  in 
these  days.  It  has  proved  its  own  usefulness  and 
right  to  exist:  still,  if  we  may  apply  this  question, 
have  we.  as  individuals,  done  our  best?  Have  the 
results  from  our  work  met  the  Divisions'  expecta- 
tions? The  answers  to  these  questions  are  not  as 
satisfactory  as  we  all  wish  they  were.  Dare  we 
go  a  step  farther,  and  declare  that  in  many  in- 
stances, at  least,  we  have  come  short  of  the  Divi- 
sions' reasonable  expectations?  The  percentage 
of  members  who  have  advanced  to  larger  effici- 
ency in  the  workines  of  the  Order  is  not  as  great 
as  it  might  be.  We  are  not  getting  as  many  pillars 
out  of  the  candidate  quarry  as  might  be  sup- 


posed. Saints  and  sages  hoped  to  see  a  new  order 
of  chivalry  emerge  from  our  new  members' 
training.  Their  expectation  was  for  a  new  gener- 
ation of  youth  who  should  bear  the  marks  of 
leaders.  Well,  what  then?  Shall  we  give  up  be- 
cause we  have  not  come  up  to  our  own  hopes  or  to 
the.  expectations  of  others?  Shall  we  cease  to  try?" 
Far  from  it!  The  spirit  of  our  organization  is- 
opposed  to  any  such  craven  thought.  Because  we 
have  not  done  our  best  in  the  past,  is  only  an 
added  reason  why  we  should  do  better  now.  The 
duty  of  the  day  is  to  lift  all  standards  higher.  Let 
us  accept  as  more  real  and  personal  the  words  of 
our  comprehensive  pledge.  It  should  touch  our 
life  oftener  and  at  more  points.  Its  deeper  mean- 
ings should  be  revealed  to  us.  and.  in  the  strength 
of  Him  whom  we  trust,  should  be  practiced  in  the 
heroic  life  of  every  day.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  in  its  individual 
members,  in  its  local  Divisions,  and  as  a  united 
movement,  should  not  forward  march. 
'  At  a  regular  meeting  of  Division  18.  held  De- 
cember 3,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year:  H.  W.  Smith.  C.  C;  R.  L.  Corn- 
cross.  A.  C.  C:  J.  D.  Harkin.  S.  C.{  P.  W.  Correll. 
J.  C.:  H.  A.  Sampson.  I.  S.;  R.  N.  Randel.  O.  S.: 
R.  E.  Kilpatrick.  S.  and  T.:  J.  M.  Chase.  Delegate 
to  Grand  Division;  R.  F.  Cambell.  Alternate:  Di- 
vision Committee  and  Local  Board  of  Adjustment. 
H.  W.  Smith.  R.  L.  Corncross.  and  R.  F.  Cambell: 
J.  D.  Harkin.  Legislative  Representative  and 
Division  Correspondent.  Division  18  will  begin 
the  twentieth  century  under  the  guidance  of  well- 
approved  and  capable  officers,  having  again  en- 
trusted her  executive  power  to  Brother  H.  W. 
Smith,  a  wise  and  patriotic  member,  and  the 
members  have  continued  Brother  R.  E.  Kilpatrick 
in  power  (a  merited  tribute  to  a  successful  man 
of  the  Di vision  affairs).  Thus  Division  18  will  Cross 
the  threshold  of  a  new  century  under  exception- 
ally fortunate  conditions  for  continued  happiness 
and  prosperity.  Our  committees  have  been  dis- 
ciplined by  trial  and  adversity:  their  public 
careers  have  not  been  all  sunshine  and  the  ap- 
plause of  men.  They  have  had  to  meet  a  "sea  of 
troubles"  and  they  have  won  their  prestige  by 
overcoming  obstacles  and  facing  danger  with 
serenity.  Thus  their  respective  Brothers  have 
come  to  place  confidence  in  them. 

His  golden  rule  makes  the  world  more  bright; 
His  love  is  a  lasting  fount— and  He  blessed  the 
earth  with  the  grandest  light  for  the  saddest  soul 
through  the  darkest  night,  in  His  Sermon  on  the 
Mount.  J.  D.  Harkin. 

Temple.  Texas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Old  Cotton  Belt  Division  has  gained  in  member- 
ship considerably  by  taking  in  new  members  and 
initiating  new  men.  and  I  am  glad  and  happy  to 
say  in  good  working  order.  Brother  Corbitt. 
Grand  Junior  Conductor,  met  with  a  hearty  recep- 
tion here  by  our  boys  several  months  ago.  Quite 
a  contrast  with  the  reception  he  met  with  when  he 
first  visited  us  just  after  bis  election  to  his  respon- 
sible office.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  Brother  Cor- 
bitt went  away  with  a  favorable  impression  of  old 
251  and  its  members.  Our  local  board  of  adjust- 
ment with  M.  C.  Murrell.  chairman  of  the  general 
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grievance  committee,  went  to  St  Louis  to  see,  the 
general  officers  on  important  business,  and 
crowned  themselves  with  glory  by  coping  with 
shrewd  men  of  ability  in  railway  service.  Brother 
C.  O.  Harris  was  reinstated,  but  unfortunately  has 
lost  bis  position  since.  Brothers  Miller  and  Holmes 
were  also  unfortunate— although  Brother  Miller 
is  still  in  the  service  of  the  company.  But  we  ex- 
pect Brother  Holmes'  early  reinstatement,  ifoa- 
doctor  Baom  is  also  extremely  unfortunate,  on 
account  of  hard  work  braking  for  years  and  re- 
cently promoted  and  not  being  an  O.  R.  C.  man. 
Many  young  conductors  here  promoted  to  extra 
passenger.  All  new  officials.  The  general  is  a 
man  of  great  ability. and  they  have  made  a  change 
in  business  all  around. 

M.  C.  Murrell  on  his  return  from  the  head 
officials  at  St.  Louis  made  an  oration  in  our  Divi- 
sion, and  his  voice  and  words  rang  out  and  re- 
vibrated  and  reechoed  like  beautiful  chiming 
bells.  By  the  .way  Brother  Murrell  is  an  ex-official 
of  the  Sunset  Route,  ie..  A.  T.  &  S.  P..  and  also 
of  the  Cotton  Belt  R'y.  but  at  present  a  passenger 
conductor  out  of  Tyler.  Texas— a  gentleman  by 
birth  and  education. 

I  am  pleased  with  Brother  J.  R.  Scates'  letter  in 
the  November  Conductor  on  seniority.  I  have 
the  same  sentiments.  Let  a  brakeman  climb  the 
ladder  of  promotion  by  his  own  ability  and  good 
work,  not  by  seniority.  There  are  some  men  run- 
ning trains  by  seniority  who  are  not  capable, 
qualified  or  worthy  to  run  a  train.  Our  Order  is  a 
glorious  Order  and  we 'must  do  our  duty.  The  old 
year  1900  is  dying  and  with  it  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury passes  into  history— a  year  and  century  of 
great  events  and  achievements.  January  1. 1901,  at 
tttH  a.  m.  sharp,  the  twentieth  century  will  com- 
mence, and  another  name  of  some  great  man  will 
be  added  on  the  tablets  in  the  Hall  of  Fame  in 
New  York  City,  and  although  our  Grand  Chief 
Conductor.  E.  B.  Clark,  may  never  have  bis  name' 
in  the  Hall  of  Fame,  it  will  always  be  cherished 
by  labor  organizations  and  especially  by  the  O.  R. 
C.  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Brother  Wm. 
Curry  of  Meadville.  Pa.,  who  taught  me  to  rail- 
road. He  is  about  seventy  years  old,  and  still  a 
conductor  on  fast  freight.  He  tells  me  be  still  en. 
joys  railroading.  I  am  also  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  the  same  place  from  the  son  of  Brother  J. 
Hill,  whom  I  used  to  brake  for.  His  son  tells  me 
the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  his  father,  who  died 
one  year  ago  last  April.  One  by  one  the  roses  fall; 
time  makes  all  things  even. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  am  fast  regaining  my 
lost  health  and  can  run.  jump  and  play  as  of  yore. 
I  discovered  it  was  not  altogether  the  climate  of 
Arkansas  that  caused  my  ill  health  but  high  living, 
similar  to  vice-president  Hobart's  79 day  banquets, 
which  his  physicians  stated  caused  his  death. 

I  love  to  hear  from  our  hustling  Brother  away 
out  in  Alaska.  Our  Secretary  recently  received  a 
letter  from  Brother  W.  W.  Allcott.  of  North  Ver- 
non. Indiana,  who  is  a  real  estate  broker.  Brother 
Allcott  says  in  his  letter  "everything  he  touches 
turns  to  the  yellow  stuff." 

I  can  truthfully  and  thankfully  say  without  any 
vain  glory  that  all  'the  O.  R  C.  boys  belonging  to 
29  who  have  left  the  service  on  their  own  accord 
or  "for  cause"  are  all  doing  well  so  far  with  bright 


prospects  of  continuing  to  do  better,  excepting  a 
very  few  who  have,  and  are  now  dying  with  con- 
sumption. Brother  S.  W.  Wainwright  is  very  bad 
off.  Brother  J.  H.  Neimyer.  past  70.  is  no  more  pas- 
senger conductor  here  on  the  "Cotton  Belt"  "Too 
old,"  so  officials  say.  They  asked  him  what  other 
position  he  would  like  and  they  may  "place  him" 
to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door. 

To  the  old  year  and  century  I  cannot  say  "An 
Revoir"  but  good  by  and  farewell  forever.  God 
bless  you.  my  friends  and  Brothers.  I  wish  you  a 
merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year  and 
many  returns.  J.  W.  Merhiam. 

Pine  Bluff.  Ark. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

No  doubt  you,  as  well  as  many  members  of  Divi- 
sion 108,  will  be  surprised  to  receive  a  communica- 
tion from  the  correspondent  of  this  Division,  but 
like  the  Phoenix  which  rose  out  of  the  ashes,  so  has 
your  humble  servant  come  to  the  surface  to  en- 
lighten the  Order  upon. the  condition  of  Division 
108.  Our  Division  has  made  splendid  headway  in 
membership,  every  member  putting  his  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  helping  to  make  the  Division  a 
useful  and  honored  abode.  Our  annual  election 
took  place  on  Monday.  Dec.  3. 1900.  for  the  ensuing 
year,  amidst  an  attendance  of  which  any  Division 
might  be  proud.  Brother  T.  J.  Jewett  was  re- 
elected Chief  Conductor,  which  is  his  fifth  consecu- 
tive term,  and  a  pleasing  smile  was  noticeable 
upon  the  many  faces  present,  as  they  voiced  his 
re-election  by  acclamation,  for  Brother  Jewett  is 
dearly  beloved  by  all  the  members  of  the  Order  on 
account  of  his  fatherly  and  watchful  care  over  the 
destiny  of  the  organization  and  the  members  of 
the  Order.  This  "grand  old  man"  is  ever  careful 
of  a  Brother's  interests,  and  he  never  fails  to  ex- 
ercise his  utmost  care  in  behalf  of  a  distressed  or 
erring  Brother  or  his  family.  Brother  M.  R.  Neu- 
hauser  was  re-elected  Assistant  Chief  Conductor. 
Brother  E.  M.  Moales  was  re-elected  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  for  the  ninth  consecutive  time,  and  it 
can  be  truthfully  said  that  whole-souled  Ed  Moales, 
our  "watchdog  of  the  treasury."  is  ever  mindful  of 
his  obligation  and  always  on  the  lookout  for  a 
Brother  who  is  out  of  employment,  hence  the  ever- 
lasting love  that  exists  for  Eddie  Moales.  Brother 
Mark  A.  Smith  was  re-elected  Senior  Conductor, 
which  was  "taking  him  by  storm."  and  "Windy" 
was  very  much  pleased  at  the  ovation  he  received 
from  the  members  present,  for  the  boys  felt  that 
they  owed  this  compliment  to  him  as  it  required  a 
stentorian  voice  to  answer  the  call  to  an  initiate's 
alarm.  Brother  H.  E.  Hansard  was  elected  Junior 
Conductor,  and  his  surprise  cannot  for  a  moment 
be  imagined,  the  honor  conferred  being  a  reward 
for  faithful  services  rendered,  and  which  could 
only  be  bestowed  upon  a  worthy  Brother.  Broth- 
ers A.  Cunningham  and  W.  H.  McDaniels  were 
duly  elected  Inside  and  Outside  Sentinels,  respec- 
tively, which  grew  out  of  a  conference  held  by 
the  members  present  and  admitted,  that  these  two 
noble  watchmen  would  guard  all  the  approaches 
to  our  Division  with  care  and  diligence.  The 
other  officers  elected  were  as  follows: 

Division  Committee,  M.  R.  Neubauser,  W.  J. 
Holdeu  and  L.  L.  Hiller.  Brother  T.  J.  Jewett  was 
re-elected  a  delegate  to  the  Grand  Division,  with 
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■  Brother  B.  M.  Moales  as  alternate:  Brother  M.  R. 

Neuhauser.  member  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
.  mittee. 

After  the  election  Brother  Chas.  B.  Dnnbar.  the 
Demosthenes  of  the  Division,  delivered,  in  a  mas- 
terly manner,  an  address  to  the  members  present 
in  regard  to  the  duties  they  owed  to  themselves, 
their  family  and  the  Order,  which  was  londly  ap- 
plauded and  very  much  appreciated  by  all.  Charley 
scored  quite  a  success  with  the  boys.  The  boys 
are  looking  forward  with  great  expectations  and 
pleasure  to  the  excursion  that  is  to  be  given  by 
Division  106  next  May.  to  the  Grand  Division,  and 
are  more  than  pleased  at  the  success  they  have  ob- 
tained. That  it  will  be  a  success,  both  financially 
and  otherwise,  there  is  no  doubt.  All  members  of 
the  Order  who  desire  to  go  with  our  boys  will  be 
gladly  welcomed.  Division  198  extends  to  all  Divi- 
sions of  the  Order  the  greetings  of  a  Merry  Christ- 
mas and  the  pleasures  of  a  prosperous  New  Year. 
The  same  to  you.  Brother  Editor.  Marone. 

New  Orleans,  La, 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  227  held  a  very  nice  and  well  attended 
meeting  on  the  2d  inst.  A  good  deal  of  important 
business  was  attended  to,  also  our  regular  election 
of  officers  took  place.  We  were  glad  to  see  Brother 
Crosby  in  our  midst  and  hope  it  may  be  so  he  can 
be  with  us  permanently:  also  Brothers  Burns  and 
Lantx  were  with  us  and  all  were  happy.  Brother 
Hocker  made  his  report  of  money  collected  for 
the  "Corwin  Monument  Fund."  for  which  he  turned 
over  $68.50  from  all  sources,  for  which  he  is  worthy 
of  credit  for  his  earnest  work.  Alliance.  Dead- 
wood  and  Sheridan  boys  are  also  entitled  to  a  share 
of  this  credit. 

A  committee  has  passed  suitable  resolutions  in 
regard  to  Brother  Chase's  death  and  forwarded 
same  to  the  bereaved  family.  At  this  time  Brother 
Cunningham  is  in  Omaha  on  account  of  sickness 
in  his  family,  and  Brother  Burke  is  at  St.  Joseph 
hospital.  Omaha,  and  has  had  an  operation  per- 
formed on  his  eye.  With  the  coming  of  the  new 
year  our  Division  Committee  are  going  to  make  an 
earnest  effort  to  visit  the  sick  more,  and  all  mem- 
bers are  urged  to  do  the  same,  for  it  is  a  fact  that 
we  have  all  been  a  little  slack  in  this  line.  Let  us 
all  make  a  special  effort  to  do  this  and  show  to  the 
afflicted  that  the  O.  R.  C.  is  not  a  farce  or  a 
mockery.  Division  227  is  advocating  the  idea  very 
much  of  a  paid  chairman  of  General  Grievance 
Committee  of  Burl.  Route.  I  think  it  would  be 
well  for  all  Divisions  that  come  under  this  general 
committee  to  talk  the  matter  over  and  be  prepared 
to  give  their  opinion.  We  are  also  going  to  try  for 
a  Burl.  Route  train  to  the  Grand  Division.  Cannot 
predict  the  success  of  the  committee  yet. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year:  O.  E.  Briggs.  C.  C:  J.  H.  Hocker.  A.  C.  C: 
O.  S.  Ward.  S.  and  T.:  F.  M.  Hoxie.  S.  C:  C.  H. 
Holts,  J.  C:  J.  C.  Warren.  I.  S.;  J.  W.  Maithis.  O. 
S.:  Division  Committee.  J.  B.  Tanney.  J.  H. 
Hoxer  and  F.  M.  Hoxie;  Grievance  Committee  for 
Wyoming  division,  W.  E.  Shriner,  J.  F.  Galdrick 
and  Consedine;  J.  B.  Tanney.  delegate:  J.  H. 
Hocker.  alternate:  O.  E.  Briggs.  cipher  corre- 
spondent: F.  M.  Hoxie.  journal  correspondent. 

Lincoln.  Neb.  F.  M.  Hoxie. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Another  year  is  fast  coming  to  an  end,  and  while 
all  may  not  have  been  accomplished  that  we  de- 
sired. Division  61  has  much  to  be  proud  of  for  the 
faithful  service  performed  by  our  many  worthy 
Brothers,  and  especially  the  outgoing  officers. 
Sunday.  Dec.  2.  we  held  our  annual  election  and 
public  installation.  The  following  officers  were 
elected:  McCambridge.  C.  C;  Goffey.  A.  C.  C:  E. 
A.  Sloane.  S.  and  T.:  Thomas.  S.  C:  Doty.  J.  C: 
Kingsley.  I.  S.;J.  M.  Ryan.  O.  S.:  Thomas.  Seem  era 
and  Rickard.  Div.  Com.;  J.  Goffey.  Cipher  Corre- 
spondent; J.  H.  Burns.  Delegate;  Curtis.  Alter- 
nate: T.  W.  Rickard,  Correspondent 

The  Brothers  chosen  for  the  coming  year  have 
been  tried  before  and  proved  themselves  to  be 
willing  and  cheerful  workers  for  the  good  of  our 
noble  Order.  Any  thing  that  I  could  say  further 
would  not  elevate  them  any  in  the  opinion  of  the 
members  of  Division  61. 

We  look  forward  to  the  coming  year  as  one  to  be 
marked  with  success,  judging  from  the  tone  of  the 
columns  of  The  Conductor.  There  are  many 
questions  of  importance  to  come  before  the  next 
Grand  Division,  and  we  earnestly  hope  all  dele- 
gates will  give  them  their  careful  consideration 
before  voting. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  loaning  our  ears  to  the 
Secretary  while  he  read  us  a  "good  time"  from  an 
800  mile  mileage  book  issued  by  St.  Paul  Division 
40  to  all  Brothers  and  the  their  families  contem- 
plating visiting  St.  Paul  during  the  session  of  the 
Grand  Division.  The  Brothers  of  Division  40  cer- 
tainly expect  to  make  the  old  man  young  and  the 
young  man  happy  during  their  stay  in  St  Paul. 
Look  for  St.  Paul  about  ten  miles  down  the  Miss- 
issippi from  Minneapolis. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  inform  you  that 
Brother  J.  H.  Burns,  of  Division  61.  has  been 
elected  in  the  first  district,  state  of  Minnesota,  to 
the  honorable  position  of  state  legislator.  Brother 
Burns  was  elected  with  a  majority  that  is  a  credit 
to  his  party  and  himself.  With  good  will  and  best 
wishes  for  all.  Hoping  that  the  year  1901  will  bring 
employment  to  all  unemployed  Brothers.  I  wish 
you  all  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 

La  Crosse,  Wis.  T.  W.  R, 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

While  sitting  here  in  the  caboose  gazing  out  over 
the  sun-burned  tract  of  desert  waste,  relieved  by 
no  sign  of  vegetable  life  save  here  and  there 
patches  of  dull  green  mesquite  bush,  my  brow 
fanned  by  the  gentle  autumn  breeze  with  a  tem- 
perature of  about  70  degrees,  and  mentally  com- 
paring Nature's  prodigality  as  to  climate  with  her 
stinginess  as  to  vegetation,  the  thought  occurs  to 
me  that  among  all  the  good  men  employed  here 
belonging  to  the  O.  R.  C.  (and  I  believe  all  of  the 
conductors  here  are  members)  there  has  not  been 
one  to  tell  our  Brothers  of  the  States  something  of 
this  section  of  Mexico  and  of  the  International 
Mexicano  Railroad.  The  I.  M.  road,  though  small, 
is  the  best  in  the  Republic,  speaking  from  the 
standpoint  of  an  employe.  Its  officials  from  gen- 
eral manager  down  are  men  of  experience  and 
ability,  men  who  are  progressive  and  liberal  in 
their  ideas  and  thoroughly  practical,  and  any  com- 
petent, reliable  man  securing  a  position  with  them 
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need  hare  no  fear  of  discharge  so  Ions  as  he  trans- 
acts bis  business  thoroughly. 

Business  is  conducted  in  a  business  manner,  and. 
while  there  appears  to  be  no  special  effort  made, 
nor  petty  punishments  inflicted  for  the  purpose  of 
—maintaining  discipline,"  my  observation  has 
been  that  the  employes  conduct  the  business  of 
their  respective  positions  in  a  manner  comparing 
•very  favorably  with  the  roads  in  the  "States" 
which  make  such  efforts  toward  "discipline."  All 
conductors  and  brakemen  are  Americans  who 
have  passed  through  the  school  of  experience  and 
who  have  learned  the  lessons  of  discipline  and  de- 
votion to  duty  and  have  evidently  not  forgotten 
either.  We  have  no  such  thing  as  a  schedule  for 
either  officials  or  employes  to  violate,  nor  have  we 
any  grievance  committees,  but  we  have  good 
treatment  and  good  service  and  it  Is  appreciated 
and  in  consequence  thereof  we  are  satisfied.  Our 
pay.  while  it  does  not  come  up  to  standard  when 
figured  on  a  mileage  basis  or  sound  money,  is  bet- 
ter than  is  received  on  any  other  in  Mexico. 
Brakemen  make  from  $130  to  $190  and  conductors 
from  SOW  to  $300  per  month.  Our  equipment  is 
equal  to  that  of  any  road  in  the  States.  All  cars 
and  engines  are  equipped  with  automatic  brakes, 
and  couplers  of  the  Janney  and  Tower  makes. 
Our  track  is  in  good  condition  and  all  wooden 
bridges  are  being  rapidly  replaced  with  stone  and 
I        iron  structures. 

Leaving  C.  Porfirio  Diaz,  on  the  Rio  Grande 
river,  at  an  altitude  of  722  feet,  the  first  freight  di- , 
vision  extends  to  Monclova.  a  distance  of  148  miles, 
and  reaches  an  altitude  of  1.926  feet.  Monclova  is 
a  very  old  town  and  was  the  Capital  of  Texas  be- 
fore the  Lone  Star  State  achieved  her  independ- 
i  ence.  Prom  Monclova  we  start  "up  the  bump"  to 
the  next  division  point.  Jaral.  a  distance  of  107 
miles,  reaching  an  altitude  of  3.752  feet.  From 
this  point  to  Torreon.  127  miles,  it  is  practically 
level,  but  from  Torreon  to  Durango,  the  next  divi- 
sion. 157  miles  long,  we  go  up  another  hump  climb- 
ing to  the  heigth  of  6207  feet,  and  entering  the  fin- 
est belt  of  country  yet  traversed,  with  a  climate 
most  delightful  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  From 
Durango  there  is  a  line  projected  and  under  con- 
struction which  has  for  its  objective  point  the 
port  of  Mazatlan  on  the  Pacific  coast,  which,  when 
completed,  will  make  this  a  great  highway  to  the 
Orient.  Of  this  proposed  line  there  is  completed 
and  in  operation  at  present  168  kilometers  to 
Goanacevi.  and  two  front  trains  pushing  forward. 

Now  after  this  description  let  me  give  a  word  of 
advice.  Don't  give  up  your  job  for  the  purpose  of 
coming  to  Mexico  to  work.  Don't  let  the  thought 
for  a  moment  possess  yon  that  the  railroads  of 
Mexico  are  short  of  material  or  that  a  position  on 
any  one  of  them  is  a  bed  of  roses  framed  by  sweet 
scented  breezes  shed  by  unseen  flowers  or  from 
perfumed  censers  in  the  hands  of  beautiful 
maidens,  because  these  things  are  but  visions  con- 
jured in  the  brains  of  "locos"  for  the  delectation  of 
credulous  people  who  will  listen  with  open- 
mouthed  wonder. 

There  seems  to  be  an  ample  supply  of  superin- 
tendents and  trainmasters  here  with  available 
material  for  more:  also  innumerable  conductors 
moving  from  point  to  point  seeking  employment 
"lo  mismo  Estados  Unidos"  (the  same  as  in  the 


United  States).  If  you  have  a  job.  keep  it.  and  if 
you  have  none  but  can  get  one  on  that  side  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  get  it  and  stay  with  it.  If  you  are  a 
drinking  man  stay  away  from  Mexico  because  the 
native  drinks  of  this  country  have  made  more 
"locos"  and  put  more  American  railroad  men  "on 
the  bum"  than  any  other  cause;  but  if  you  are  af- 
flicted with  the  "Mexican  fever"  and  do  come, 
come  with  the  fixed  determination  to  let  "booze" 
alone.  O.  L.  Rolfk. 

Torreon.  Mex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Some  considerable  time  has  elapsed  since  I  have 
had  a  chance  to  write  you.  but  as  some  things  have 
happened  and  some  haven't.  I  thought  best  to 
steal  a  few  minutes  to  tell  you  all  about  it.  Many 
of  the  Brothers  have  been  away  on  vacations- 
some  from  their  own  choice  and  others  by  special 
request.  Brother  Hook  and  all  the  little  Hook's 
went  east  for  two  months  and  he  reports  having 
had  a  splendid  time  while  in  Boston  and  the  Nut- 
meg state.  I  hear  that  he  climbed  to  the  top  of 
Bunker  Hill  monument  in  order  to  reach  a  higher 
altitude,  being  used  to  one  here,  but  I  am  in  doubt 
whether  it  was  for  that  purpose  or  to  cool  off  his 
coppers.  We  are  all  sorry  that  Brother  Callahan's 
feet  got  to  itching  so  bad  that  he  decided  to  fly  the 
coop.  He  is  now  located  in  Salida.  Colo.,  and  we 
are  all  sorry  he  will  have  to  transfer.  Should  he 
see  this,  let  me  say  to  him  that  this  mournful  tune 
is  being  chanted  on  account  of  having  to  lose  the 
pleasant  visits  from  Sister  Callahan.  But  whoever 
gets  happy  "Cal.",  gets  a  good  man  and  true 
Brother.  No  boquets  or  twenty  dollar  gold  pieces 
expected,  for  it  is  no  trouble  for  me  to  say  these 
things;  in  fact,  rather  a  pleasure  to  say  them  about 
a  kood  Brother.  Brother  and  Sister  Covert  have 
also  gone  and  we  were  equally  sorry  to  lose  them, 
for  they  were  splendid  company;  in  fact,  they  are 
all  good  people  here.  Brother  Bacon  (he  is  no 
ham)  has  gone  too.  Brother  La  Rue.  better  known 
as  "Handsome  Eddie,"  is  running  a  train  in  Old 
Mexico.  Eddie  has  not  moved  his  family  yet.  but 
expects  to  soon.  Brother  M.  R.  Jones  went  east 
this  summer  and  when  he  came  back  it  was  found 
that  he  had  coupled  on  to  another  Jones  (that  is, 
she  is  a  Jones  now).  Mike  went  east  I  under- 
stand. She  is  just  as  happy  as  if  she  hadn't  mar- 
ried Brother  Forkner  and  family  went  to  Phil- 
adelphia and  he  thinks  there  are  no  such  folks  as 
those  Quakers.  He  camenear  having  a  sun  stroke 
in  Philadelphia  (that  is.  he  got  the  doctor  to  call  it 
that).  Brother  Sibley  and  family  have  gone  to 
Leavenworth.  Wash.,  and  I  hear  has  a  train  there. 
Brother  S.  A.  D.  Alcotthad  an  accident  to  his  train 
by  some  cause.  He  had  forty -five  cars  in  train 
and  they  left  the  track  near  a  bridge  and  twenty-  • 
two  of  them  went  in  the  canon,  never  more  to  be 
raised  except  in  smoke.  Brakeman  Eugene  Wilk- 
inson was  killed.  Alcott  is  laying  off  now  and  his 
basbfulness  prevents  nim  from  visiting  among  the 
boys  too  long  at  a  time,  so  he  has  devised  a 
machine  to  help  him  while  away  a  portion  of  the 
time.  It  is  simply  a  string  which  passes  through 
the  holes  in  a  button  and  "Dug"  can  be  found  in 
most  any  old  place  twirling  the  button.  I  have 
seen  children  cry  an  hour  for  a  plaything  like  that. 

There  has  been  a  new  but  short  road  built  here 
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known  aa  the  S-  &  B.  R.  R.  As  yet  there  is  bnt  one 
train  on  it  and  Brother  Murray  has  applied  for  the 
position  of  engineer.  The  engine  is  one  that  was 
in  his  store  for  some  time  and  he  informs  me  that 
he  made  a  study  of  the  machine  and  is  sure  he 
can  handle  it  all  right,  even  if  it  don't  have  the  air 
brake.  Brother  Alcott  says  if  he  don't  get  back  he 
is  going  to  apply  for  the  position  of  conductor  on 
the  same  train,  and  I  think  I  will  try  to  get  a  job 
braking  on  it.  That  would  just  about  make  the 
crew  complete.  Brothers  Murray  and  Notgrass 
are  cow  wearing  blue  ribbon  on  a  wager  of  a  new 
suit  to  be  bought  by  the  first  one  who  loses  his 
colors.  Brother  Cunningham  shows  up  every  few 
days  and  growls  because  he  never  can  be  here  on 
meeting  nights.  But  as  soon  as  he  gets  to  talking 
pictures  he  is  happy,  for  he  can  do  fine  work  with 
a  kodak.  Brother  Scudder  has  a  badly  sprained 
knee  and  has  to  go  on  crutches,  and  as  be  is  unable 
to  keep  up  with  those  who  are  sure  footed,  he  can 
be  heard  every  few  yards  shouting.  "Say.  let  me 
tell  you  something!"  He  hope  its  will  soon  be  well 
so  the  boys  can't  run  away  from  him.  Brother  Ed. 
Moore  has  sold  bis  interest  in  the  grocery  business 
and  has  also  traded  his  ranch  for  another  one 
which  is  larger  and  has  a  milk  route  accompani- 
ment. He  says  he  don't  care  if  the  cows  try  to 
"hold  out"  on  him.  be  will  "fool  'em."  for  he  has  a 
good  run  of  water  on  his  place.  Brother  Boucher 
has  added  a  meat  department  to  his  grocery  and  is 
the  greatest  hustler  in  the  city.  Brother  Hanford 
has  a  very  responsible,  as  well  as  arduous,  pos- 
ition, being  chief  clerk  for  the  trainmaster.  He 
fills  the  same  with  honor  and  credit  alike  to  all 
concerned.  He  has  been  unfortunate  of  late  by 
having  considerable  sickness  in  his  family,  his  son 
having  a  mild  attack  of  tonsilitis.  but  will  soon  be 
well  again.  His  father,  Charles  Hanford.  who  has 
been  visiting  him  for  some  time,  had  a  slight 
paralytic  stroke,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  is  improving. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  he  having  writ- 
ten the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  what  was  first 
started  as  the  Conductor's  Union.  He  is  able  to 
show  that  he  has  seen  service,  being  somewhat 
crippled,  but  as  your  writer  had  the  honor  to  meet 
him  before  his  illness.  I  desire  to  say  that  he  is  a 
very  pleasant  entertainer  whose  company  I  much 
enjoyed  and  we  all  wish  him  a  speedy  recovery. 
Now.  Mr.  Editor,  this  is  my  last  attempt,  as  I  lose 
'  my  job  at  election  of  officers  this  month,  so  don't 
fail  to  work  this  into  the  next  issue,  for  I  got  a 
blast  for  not  having  written  and  now  I  expect  to 
get  one  for  having  done  so.  But  "git  up  Frank", 
what  do  I  care. 

We  are  not  allowed  to  vote  for  president  here, 
but  we  had  a  little  election  of  our  own,  just  to 
show  what  we  could  do.  and  the  whole  ticket,  ex- 
'  cept  five  names,  was  elected  throughout  the  ter- 
ritory, and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  help  elect  the 
next  president.  Old  Junk. 

E.  Las  Vegas.  N.  Mex. 


representative  at  the  next  session  of  the  legis 
lature.  Mr.  N.  B.  McNicol.  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Brotherhood  of  Trainmen,  and  although  he 
represented  a  district  of  the  opposite  political 
faith,  be  was  elected  by  a  handsome  majority  and 
had  the  satisfaction  of  pulling*  his  mate  through 
with  him  and  the  state  senator  on  the  same  ticket. 
This  is  the  first  campaign  in  which  the  railroad 
men  have  ever  been  united  and  the  first  time  they 
have  ever  had  a  candidate  from  their  ranks  for 
any  elective  office.  I  attach  an  account  of  the 
round-up  from  our  leading  daily: 

"The  election  of  N.  B.  McNicol  by  a  handsome 
majority,  was  a  triumph  for  the  railroad  men.  The 
Railway  Employes'  Political  club  had  worked  hard 
in  his  interest  and.  incidentally,  had  supported 
Lincoln  Davis  and  M.  H.  Corey,  the  other  nominees 
in  the  same  district.  McNicol  led  the  ticket  in  his 
district,  as  had  been  anticipated.  This  could  only 
be  interpreted  as  a  victory  for  the  railroad  men. 

"The  club  celebrated  the  victory  last  night.  Sev- 
eral hundred  marchers,  preceded  by  tbe  Tacoma 
Military  band,  paraded  the  streets  of  this  city 
cheering  for  the  republican  candidates  and  burn- 
ing red  fire.  Hundreds  of  spectators  along  the 
sidewalks  joined  in  cheering  for  the  railroad  men's 
candidates  and  the  success  of  the  ticket." 

But  I  presume  some  will  say,  of  what  benefit  is 
that?  The  first  benefit  is  that  we  have  lifted  every 
railroad  man  in  tbe  community  a  notch  higher  in 
the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens,  then  we  have 
been  able  to  place  two  men  who  were  worthy  and 
needy  in  positions  in  our  county  offices,  and  we 
are  now  being  consulted  as  to  the  federal  appoint- 
ments to  be  given  out  next  year.  Don't  you  think 
that  is  a  pretty  fair  start?  If  followed  up  it  means 
a  place  for  more  than  one  worthy  railroad  man  in 
the  future.  This  is  not  all  the  people  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state.  Chehalis  county,  became 
so  attached  to  Brother  Stamper's  genial  ways  that 
induced  him  to  allow  them  to  present  his  name  for 
the  position  of  county  clerk.  He  consented  and 
the  law  elected  him  with  a  majority  that  makes 
the  eyes  of  old  time  politicians  bulge  out.  We  are 
pretty  quiet  in  this  part  of  the  world,  but  when  we 
do  undertake  to  do  anything  we  have  a  few  men 
who  take  off  their  coats  and  they  generally  suc- 
ceeds. I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  Brother  Flory 
was  defeated,  but  he  certainly  made  a  gallant  fight. 

Business  has  been  splendid  with  us  the  entire 
year,  and  many  Brothers  have  dropped  in  on  us 
from  other  parts  of  the  country  and  concluded  to 
stay.  Business  is  falling  off  now.  but  another  sum- 
mer will  see  most  of  them  checking  the  register. 

Tacoma.  Wash.-  Jos.  B.  W.  Johnston. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  several  Brothers  that  don't  know  it  or 
rather  they  never  put  in  an  appearance  on  meet- 
ing days.  Division  105  changed  its  meeting  days 
to  every  Sunday  after  November  1st  and  hope  by 
that  means  to  get  some  of  our  tardy  Brothers  to 
attend  as  there  is  no  chance  for  them  to  forget 
meeting  days.  We  had  a  good  meeting  Nov.  14th. 
We  gave  Brother  J.  D.  Shea  a  ride  on  the  goat  and 
he  enjoyed  it  immensely.  We  have  another  pe- 
titioner for  a  goat  ride  next  meeting.  All  conduc- 
tors running  into  Meridian,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
are  O.  R.  C.  men  and  we  hope  soon  to  see  them  all 
wearing  the  emblem  of  our  noble  Order  and  not 
only  wearing  the  emblem  but  good  and  loyal 
O.  R.  C.  men.  Business  is  good  on  all  roads  run- 
ning into  the  Queen  City  —  even  the  chronic 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  wish  that  some  of  the  Brothers  who  preach 
against  politics,  bad  been  here  to  go  through  tbe 
late  campaign  with  us  in  this  part  of  the  "Ever- 
green State."  We  took  up  the  matter  early  and 
had  the  satisfaction  of  nominating  a  conductor  for 
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kickers  are  getting  all  they  can  do.  Our  busy 
season  is  now  at  hand,  the  glorious  old  fall  and 
winter.  I  sympathise  with  onr  Brothers  in  the 
cold  region.  We  never  have  any  very  cold 
weather  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Bill. 
Meridian.  Miss.  ^ 

kkditor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  314  issued  invitations  for  a  smoker  on 
October  28.  It  being  the  regular  meeting  day  and 
having  two  candidates  for  initiation,  the  attend- 
was  fair  and  we  bad  with  us  five  visiting 
there,  namely:  Newman  and  Morrow  of  Divi- 
114.  Phillis  and  Emerson  of  Division  177  and 
ier  Nelson  of  124.  Brother  Clem  Stevenson 
["Billy"  out  and  got  him  in  trim  shape.  We 
re  taken-  in  several  new  members  of  late  and 
i  to  take  in  many  more  in  the  near  future,  and 
of  course  we  will  have  another  smoker  as  all  pres- 
ent enjoyed  the  last.  Early  in  the  year  Division 
84  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  two  Brothers  by 
death.  Harry  Irwin,  after  a  few  days  illness,  and  J. 
B  Welsh,  who  met  with  an  accident.  Business  on 
the  P.  F.  W.  &  C.  is  not  very  brisk  at  present, 
owing  to  large  engines,  but  perhaps  the  election 
has  something  to  do  with  it(?) . 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  Brother  Ingram  bad 
better  call  off  the  Reserve  Fund  or  many  of  our 
Bbers  will  have  to  drop  to  a  lower  class  in  the 
ice  than  they  are  in  for  at  the  present  time. 
I  do  not  believe  the  Reserve  Fund  takes  well  with 
wot  of  the  members  of  our  Order.  If  we  are 
gJug  to  lay  away  $500,000  to  mould  in  some  bank  at 
J  or  4  per  cent  we  had  better  have  a  doubleheader 
twelve  times  a  year  instead  of  four  and  raise  the 
i^KUNO  sooner  and  start  a  shoe  or  a  clothing  factory, 
or  take  "New  Plans"  idea  of  building  a  railroad. 
On  the  evening  of  October  31  the  L.  A.  of  Divi- 
1 9  came  from  Pittsburg  to  Allegheny  thinking 
el  awakening  us  up  by  conferring  the  "Oh  Why." 
and  oh.  my!  how  they  succeeded  and  what  torture 
i  endured.  The  more  the  poor  victims  groaned 
•nd  tried  to  escape,  the  more  delighted  they  were, 
ily  one  victim  escaped.  Brother  Will  Anderson 


showed  the  white  feather  and  "trekked."  We 
proved  very  much  awake,  after  all.  and  enjoyed 
the  evening  and  the  bountiful  repast  as  only  a  rail- 
road man  can.  Come  again,  ladies,  there  are  more 
victims  in  Allegheny  that  wish  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Oh  Why.  and  I  very  humbly  take  back 
all  I  said  of  you  in  my  last  letter  to  The  Con- 
ductor. Guess. 
Allegheny.  Pa. 

«& 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  failed  to  see  anything  in  The  Conductor  of 
October  about  401.  so  I  will  say  that  while  the 
strike  of  the  anthracite  coal  miners  was  going  on 
each  and  every  Brother  of  the  coal  runs  had  time 
to  attend  Division  meetings,  but  it  did  not  look 
that  way  when  the  meeting  was  called  to  order. 
There  were  one  or  two  more  besides  the  officers 
present,  so  I  will  say.  Brothers,  come  to  meetings 
and  hear  what  is  going  on.  and  do  not  wait  until 
you  meet  some  Brother  on  the  sidewalk  that 
attends  meetings  and  ask  him.  "well,  what  was 
going  on  today  or  last  Sunday?"  and  then  say  "I 
could  not  be  there:  I  had  to  see  so  and  so."  Now. 
Brothers,  come  to  Division  meetings  and  help  to 
make  the  Division  prosper. 

Brother  Andrew  Deibert  fell  from  the  top  of  a 
box  car  in  East  Pennsylvania  Junction  yard  while 
making  up  his  west  bound  train,  but  glad  to  say 
that  he  was  not  hurt  seriously,  for  he  was  not  a 
heavy  weight.  We  are  not  taking  them  on  the 
goat  very  fast  at  present,  as  it  seems  that  they  are 
afraid  of  Billy  because  he  is  a  young  goat,  but  I 
tell  you  he  has  a  back  like  a  razor  and  hair  like  a 
needle.  But  what  is  the  matter  with  the  Brothers 
from  other  Divisions  who  are  located  here,  in 
train  service,  that  they  do  not  transfer?  We  have 
men  here  on  our  line  who  would  be  very  happy  if 
they  could  only  get  in  our  Order  and  I  have  told 
Billy  about  them.  Tb£  answer  was  I  am  a  white 
goat  and  I  do  not  want  any  black  spots  on  my  back 
to  read  1893.  So  long.  I  have  a  hot  box  ahead  to 
look  after.  Old  Tinker. 

Lehighton.  Pa. 


0  0  0 


KEEP  STILL.. 


If  any  man  shonld  come  tew  me. 

An  ask  me  fer  advice 
Ter  keep  'im  out  o'  trouble,  jest 
.  A  few  words  would  suffice: 
I  d  tell  'im.  "Get  mad.  if  ye  like. 

As  often  as  ye  will: 
But  when  you  re  mad  just  close  yer  mouth 

An'  keep  it  shut; 
Keep  still." 

Good  many  times  er  man  gits  sour 

An'  comes  around  your  way. 
An'  says  some  aggravatin'  things 

He  hadn't  oughter  say. 

An  riles  ye  up  tremendously. 

An'  keeps  on  talking  till 
ve'd  like  t'r  give  'im  good's  he  sends 

t  donf 


t  talk  much  boat  theology. 
■  man  explains  tew  you 
never  get  ter  Heaven  unless 
:  him.  you  b  lieve  an'  do: 


Don't  tell  'im  what  you  think  until 
You've  climbed  th'  heavenly  hill: 

An'  tell 'm— if  ye  find  'im  there— 
An'  if  ye  don't 
Keep  still. 

Or  then,  again,  perhaps  yer  wife 

Takes  it  into  her  head 
To  say  some  things  about  ye 

That  you  wish  sne'd  left  unsaid: 
An'  mentions  some  two  hundred  ways 

You  don't  jest  fill  the  bill: 
Keep  cool:  perhaps  the  woman's  right. 

At  any  rate- 
Keep  still. 

There  may  be  times— of  course  there  are; 

Jest  use  yer  common  sense- 
When  man  should  use  his  vocal  powers 

Regardless  of  expense: 
But,  after  all.  it's  safe  ter  say. 

Less  strife  this  world  would  fill 
If  folks  would  at  th'  proper  time 
Jest  think  more  and— 

Keep  still.  —Exchange. 
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Exclusive    Depot   Privileges— Reasonable 
Rule— Enforcement. 

A  Union  Depot  Company  may  grant  to 
a  transfer  company  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  standing  its  vehicles  upon  its  depot 
grounds  and  of  soliciting  customers  there- 
on; and  a  regulation  of  such  company  ex- 
cluding therefrom  all  others  in  like  busi- 
ness, excepting  only  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  passengers  or  of  calling  for 
persons  that  have  previously  engaged 
them,  is  reasonable  and  may  be  enforced 
as  long  as  said  transfer  company  supplies 
sufficient  accommodations  in  the  way  of 
vehicles  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
traveling  public  at  such  depot. 

Snyder  vs.  Union  Depot  Co..  Ohio  C.  C.  R.  368. 

Postal  Clerk   Not  a'  Passenger— Classed 
With  Employes. 

A  postal  clerk,  while  on  a  railroad  train 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  is  not  a 
passenger,  so  that  the  railroad  company 
is  liable  to  him  for  an  injury  only  in  case 
of  negligence*  which  would  render  it 
liable  to  its  own  employes. 

Foreman  vs.  Pennsylvania  R'y  Co..  Pa.  S.  C. 
June.  1900. 

Companies  Liable  for  Injury  to  Employe — 
Connecting  and  Receiving  Lines. 

Where  a  railroad  loaded  its  cars  with 
iron-pipe  by  nailing  wooden  cleats  to  the 
side  of  the  car,  and  at  the  end  of  its  line 
inspected  it  and  turned  it  over  to  another 
company,  which  in  turn  inspected  it  and 
delivered  it  to  a  third  company  to  com- 
plete its  transportation  to  its  destination. 
The  last  company  neglected  to  inspect  it 
and  the  cleats  gave  way  and  the  pipes 
toppled  over  while  an  employe  was  pass- 
ing over  it.   Held,  that  the  three  com- 


panies were  liable,  as  the  negligence  of 
the  last  company  in  failing  to  inspect  the 
car  was  concurrent,  and  did  not  break 
casual  connection  between  the  negligence 
of  the  first  two  companies  and  the  plain- 
tiff. The  first  two  companies,  knowing 
that  the  car  was  to  be  handled  by  em- 
ployes of  the  connecting  lines,  owed  a 
duty  to  such  employes,  to  the  extent  that 
the  car  transported  should  be  in  reason- 
able repair  so  that  in  switching  it  no 
harm  should  result. 

Missouri  K.  &  T.  R'y  Co.  et  al.  vs.  Merrill.  Kans. 
S.  C.  June.  1900. 

Suit  on  a  Mileage  Book. 

A.  F.  McKay,  a  Springfield,  Ohio,  insur- 
ance man,  has  sued  the  Pittsburg,  Cin- 
cinnati, Chicago  &  St.  Louis  Railway  for 
$50,000  damages.  McKay  presented  an  in- 
terchangeable mileage  ticket  on  a  Pan- 
Handle  train  without  an  exchange  slip, 
and  the  conductor  refused  to  accept  it. 
McKay  declined  to  pay  cash  fare,  and  was 
arrested  and  bound  over  to  the  grand  jury- 
by  the  mayor  of  Coshocton,  but  was  not 
indicted.  The  suit  will  determine  the 
legality  of  the  restrictions  now  placed  on 
interchangeable  mileage  tickets. 

Pro bable  Result — Negligen ce — L  ia b il ity . 

An  injury  to  a  person  standing  on  the 
platform  of  a  depot  beside  the  railroad 
track,  occasioned  by  the  hurling  against 
him  the  body  of  a  man  struck  and  killed 
by  an  engine  at  a  highway  crossing,  is 
not  the  natural  and  probable  effect  of 
negligence  in  running  the  locomotive 
engine  at  a  high  rate  of  speed  over  such 
crossing,  when  freight  cars  are  standing 
in  such  a  position  as  to  obscure  the  view 
down  the  track,  nor  is  such  an  injury  one 
which  the  most  prudent  man  would  have 
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anticipated.  For  this  reason  the  negli- 
gence of  the  conductor  and  engine  man 
in  operating  the  train  which  struck  and 

|  killed  the  man  at  the  crossing  near  the 
depot,  does  not  render  the  company  liable 
for  damages  to  the  person  against  whom 
the  body  of    such   man  was  thrown 

;  while  standing  on  a  platform  near  by. 
E.  &  T.  H.  R*y  Co.  vs.  Welscb.  Ind.  App  .  Sept. 
1300. 

Legality  of  Contract— Contingent  Fee- 
Public  Policy. 

A  contract  by  which  an  attorney  under- 
;  takes  to  prosecute  an  action  for  damages 
against  a  railroad  company,  and  to  pay 
all  expenses,  in  consideration  of  receiv- 
ing a  share  of  the  damages  recovered,  is 
!  contrary  to  public  policy.  In  this  case 
1  Evans  secured  a  judgment  for  $5,380  and 
I  Nelson  demanded  that  one-third  should 
be  paid  to  him  as  per  contract.  The 
court  said  that  at  common  law,  in  the 
absence  of  a  statute  to  the  contrary,  any 
agreement  by  one  party  to  maintain  a 
soft  for  another  party  at  his  own  expense 
is  illegal,  and  as  this  contract  was  based 
on  snch  an  undertaking,  the  defendant's 
agreement  to  pay  one-third  of  his  share 
of  the  judgment  to  the  plaintiff  was  void. 
Nelson  vs.  Evans.  Utah  S.  C  'Sept.  1900.  , 

FRATERNAL.  INSURANCE. 

Application— Materiality  of  Answer— Use 
of  Liquor  Business. 

1.  Upon  the  question  whether  the  re- 
presentations in  an  application  for  a  cer- 
tificate of  insurance  that  the  applicant 
had  never  used  spirituous  liquors  to  ex- 
cess, were,  in  substance,  untrue,  the 
court  instructed  the  jury  that  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  avoid  the  policy  to  prove  a 
single  case  of  excess,  merely,  nor  a  case 
of  over-indulgence  thoughtlessly  in  one, 
two  or  three  instances.  Held,  that  the 
instruction  being  simply  explanatory  of 
the  measure  of  proof  in  respect  to  the  ques- 
tion of  a  substantial  variance  between  the 
conditions  shown  by  the  evidence  and 


those  shown  by  the  answers,  there  was 
no  error. 

2.  Where  applicant  represented  that  he 
had  never  been  engaged  in  the  liquor 
business,  and  it  appeared  that,  at  a  period 
of  eight  years  before  the  making  of  the 
application,  the  insured  had  owned  and 
operated  a  drug  establishment,  and  that, 
as  an  incident  to  the  business,  liquors 
were  sold  in  the  way  liquors  are  usually 
sold  in  such  establishments.  The  court 
instructed  "that  the  mere  fact  that  a 
statement  which  is  not  true  is  made  is  far 
from  making  out  a  defense  upon  this 
point.  The  answer  might  have  been  made 
carelessly."  Held,  that  the  apparent  de- 
parture from  the  rules  of  law  applicable 
to  such  case  in  the  expression  of  the 
court,  should  be  disregarded,  since  the 
instruction,  if  erroneous,  was  without 
prejudice.  Judgment  for  plaintiff  affirmed. 

Provident  Savings  Life  Association  vs.  Hadley 
U.  S.  C.  C.  An*.  28. 1900. 

Unincorporated  Association — Statute— Con- 
strued. 

1.  A  beneficiary  certificate  issued  by 
an  unincorporated  union  or  society  of 
men  of  a  particular  class,  having  their 
head  office  with  unincorporated  branches, 
entitling  the  members  or  their  repre- 
sentatives, upon  payment  of  assessments, 
etc.,  to  certain  pecuniary  benefits,  are  not 
subject  to  the  insurance  laws. 

2.  Non-Payment  of  Assessments- 
Forfeiture. — A  beneficiary  certificate  not 
containing  an  absolute  contract  to  pay 
any  sum,  but  merely  that  upon  com- 
pliance with  the  conditions,  the  sum 
authorized  by  the  constitution  would  be 
paid,  and  that  any  default  would  render 
the  certificate  void,  is  not  within  the  in- 
surance law,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
constitution  must  be  read  into  it  in 
determining  its  validity.  Hence,  because 
of  non-payment  of  assessment  no  recovery 
can  be  bad. 

Wintemate  vs.  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Train- 
men. Ontario  S.  C.  Aug.  1900. 
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J.  W,  Blabon  has  been  chosen  president 
.  of  the  Seattle  &  Northern. 

R.  E.  Todd  has  been  chosen  president 
of  the  Lexington  &  Eastern. 

F.  W.  Whitridge  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Cincinnati  Northern, 

G.  A.  Littleton  has  resigned  a 
tendent  of  the  Milwaukee  &  Superior. 

S.  B.  Foote  has  been  chosen  president 
of  the  Duluth,  Red  Wing  &  Southern. 

Charles  M.  Hays  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Grand  Trunk  Western  Rail- 
way. 

Louis  W.  Hill  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Eastern  Railway  of  Minne- 
sota. 

Joseph  Munday  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  terminals  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
at  Portland,  Me. 

James  N.  Hill  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Montana  Central  and  will  suc- 
ceed James  J.  Hill. 

R.  D.  Fowler  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa 
Fe  at  Newton,  Kan. 

W.  S.  Carson  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa 
Fe  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

J.  M.  Oxley  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  at  La  Crosse,  Wis. 

M.  H.  Mills  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant to  the  general  superintendent  of  the 
Fort  Worth  &  Denver  City. 

W.  A.  Selts  has  resigned  as  trainmaster 
of  the  New  York  Central  it  Hudson  River 
Railroad  at  Corning,  N.  Y. 

Frank  Bell  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Montana  divi- 
sion or  the  Great  Northern. 

F.  C.  Tucker  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  terminals  of  the  Macon,  Dub- 
lin &  Savannah  at  Macon,  Ga. 

H.  E,  Byram  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Seattle  &  Northern. 
Headquarters  at  Everett,  Wash. 

Miles  Bronson,  formerly  secretary  to 
President  Callaway  of  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral &  Hudson  River  Railroad,  has  been 


appointed  superintendent  of  the  Harlem 
division  of  that  road.  Headquarters 
White  Plains.  N.  Y. 


: 


A.  J.  Frazer  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Alabama  Great  Southern. 
Headquarters  at  Birmingham,  Ala. 

H.  A.  Parker  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Paci- 
fic to  succeed  M.  A.  Lowe,  resigned. 

T.  H,  Fitzpatrick  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Nevada-California- 
Oregon.    Headquarters  at  Reno,  Nev. 

F.  E.  Ward  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  Seattle  &  North* 
ern.    Headquarters  at  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Victor  Cooper  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  terminals  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y, 

Charles  Ware  has  been  transferred  as 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Union  Pa- 
cific at  Omaha,  Neb.,  to  North  PI 
Neb. 

R.  H.  England  has  been  appointed! 
eral  manager  of  the  Marietta,  Columbus 
&  Cleveland.    Headquarters  at  Marie 
Ohio. 

J.  A.  Dodson  has  been  appointed 
eral  superintendent  of  the  Alabama  Grt 
Southern.  Headquarters  at  Chattanooi 
Tenn. 

J.  C.  Ford  has  been  appointed  assistant 
general  manager  of  the   Pacific  Coast 
Company.      Headquarters    at  Seat 
Wash. 

C  C.  Hodges  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Atlanta  division  of  the 
Southern  Railway.  Headquarters  at 
lanta,  Ga, 

W.  N.  Foraker  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Mobile  division  of 
the  Southern  Railway.  Headquarters  at 
Selma,  Ala. 

S.  H.  Brown,  formerly  located  at  Bara- 
boo,  Wis.,  has  been  appointed  train- 
master for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
at  Clinton,  la. 

George  C.  Smith  has  been  appoint 
general  manager  of  the  Louisville  -  St. 
Louis  lines  of  the   Southern  Railway, 
which  will  take  in  the  Louisville,  Evans 
ville  &  St.  Louis,  which  it  is  reported 
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soon  be  sold  under  foreclosure,  and  the 
Lonisville  division  of  the  Southern,  be- 
tween Louisville  and  Lexington. 

Frank  B.  Parker  has  been  appointed 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Union 
Pacific  at  Evanston,  Wyo.,  vice  G.  E. 
Baird,  resigned. 

C.  0.  Wheeler  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  San  Luis  division 
of  the  Mexican  Central.  Headquarters  at 
Cardenas,  Mex. 

Frank  Bell  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Montana  divi- 
sion of  the  Great  Northern.  Headquarters 
at  Havre,  Mont. 

George  B.  Reeve  has  been  chosen  to 
succeed  Charles  M.  Hays  as  general  man- 
ager of  the  Grand  Trunk.  Headquarters 
at  Montreal,  Que. 

James  H.  Hustis  has  been  appointed 
snperintendent  of  the  Hudson  River  di- 
vision of  the  West  Shore.  Headquarters 
at  Weehawken,  N.  J. 

V.  W.  Rossiter  has  been  chosen  first 
vice-president  of  the  New  York  Central 
4  Hudson  River  Railroad,  vice  Charles 
C.  Clarke,  resigned. 

G.  R.  Morrison,  formerly  trainmaster  of 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  at 
Perry,  la.,  has  been  appointed  train- 
master at  Savanna,  111. 

B.  E.  Cartwright  has  been  chosen  vice- 

E resident  and  general  manager  of  the 
ittle  Kanawha  Railroad.  Headquarters 
at  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 

A.  T.  Miller  has  been  appointed  train- 
master and  superintendent  of  telegraph  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Western.  Headquarters 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Paul  Crocker  has  been  appointed  pass- 
enger trainmaster  of  the  Pitchburg  divi- 
sion of  the  Boston  &  Maine.  Head- 
quarters at  Boston,  Mass. 

J.  F.  Irwin  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  eastern  district  of  the  Pitts- 
burg division  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 
Office  at  Connellsville,  Pa. 

G.  H.  Saundeft  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Chicago  division  of 
the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe.  Head- 
quarters at  Chilhcothe,  111. 

A.  H.  Jones  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Toledo  division  of  the 
Toledo,  St.  Louis  &  Western.  Head- 
quarters at  Frankfort,  Ind. 

E.  A.  Kellogg  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  Iowa  divi- 
sion of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern. 
Headquarters  at  Boone,  la. 

H.  M.  Flickinger  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  eastern  division  of 
the  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  &  Memphis 
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and  of  the  Kansas  City,  Memphis  &  Birm- 
ingham, Current  River  and  Kansas  City  & 
Memphis  Railway  &  Bridge  Companies. 
Headquarters  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

J.  H.  Mace  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  terminal  and  agent  of  the  To- 
ledo, St.  Louis  &  Western  at  East  St. 
Louis,  111. 

E.  D.  Nash  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  southern  divi- 
sion of  the  Central  Vermont  railway. 
Headquarters  at  New  London,  Conn. 

J.  B.  Stewart  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Pennsylvania  division  of 
the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River 
Railroad.  Headquarters  at  Corning, 
N.  Y. 

George  E.  Thorne  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Fort  Worth  &  Denver 
City,  at  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  vice  M.  H. 
Mills,  promoted  to  general  superintend- 
ent. 

John  H.  Sullivan  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  &  Memphis  and 
the  Kansas  City,  Memphis  &  Birming- 
ham. 

A.  M.  Thorndyke  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  on  the  south  range  extension 
of  the  Mineral  Range  Railroad,  with 
headquarters  at  Alston  station,  (Laird), 
Mich. 

Robert  McChesney  has  been  appointed 
assistant  trainmaster  of  the  Buffalo  &  Al- 
legheny Valley  division  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad.  Headquarters  at  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

F.  W.  Curtis  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Wisconsin  &  Peninsula 
division  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  & 
Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Headquarters  at  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

G.  F.  Hawks,  formerly  superintendent 
of  the  San  Luis  division  of  the  Mexican 
Central,  has  been  appointed  superintend- 
ent of  the  Mexico  division.  Headquarters 
at  Silao,  Mex. 

C.  S.  Hayden  ..  has  been  transferred 
from  the  Mobile  division  to  superintend- 
ent of  the  Birmingham  division  of  the 
Southern  Railway.  Headquarters  at 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

William  Coyne,  from  the  M.  &  St.  L. 
Ry.  and  S.  F.  &  N.  Ry.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  Virginia  & 
Southwestern  Railway.  Headquarters  at 
Bristol,  Va.-Tenn. 

E.  M.  Hine,  formerly  inspector  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  has 
been  appointed  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  western  division  of  the  Chicago  & 
Alton.  Office  at  Roodhouse,  111. 
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The  Secretary  of  Division  77  at  Pales- 
tine, Texas,  wishes  the  address  of  Broth- 
ers G.  W.  Mabee  and  C.  S.  Puckett. 

t3 

Will  some  one  kindly  furnish  the  Grand 
Secretary  with  the  address  of  Brother  W. 
C.  Woodard  of  Division  27,  so  that  mat- 
ters connected  with  his  insurance  can  be 
adjusted. 

On  the  10th  of  November  the  Southern 
Pacific  announced  that  it  would  inau- 
gurate a  Cuban  service  between  New 
Orleans  and  Cuban  points,  sailing  every 
five  days. 

We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  invita- 
tions from  Auxiliaries  143  and  37  to  attend 
their  Thanksgiving  ball,  also  from  Divi- 
sions 272  and  373  to  attend  their  ball  to  be 
given  December  31. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the 
Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  News,  announcing 
the  successful  termination  of  the  annual 
fair  held  by  Division  25,  and  which  was 
concluded  by  a  most  enjoyable  ball. 

The  Secretary  of  Division  163  desires 
the  address  of  Brother  William  Keating 
of  that  Division.  Will  any  of  our  mem- 
bers knowing  Brother  Keating's  address 
please  advise  Brother  Holtzman  of  same. 

The  Conductor  is  pleased  tc  mention 
the  appointment  of  Brother  Frank  C. 
Smith,  formerly  Secretary  of  Division  48, 
by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
as  Inspector  of  Safety  Appliances  under 
the  Commission. 

Pennsylvania  railroad  stockholders  were 
surprised  last  week  with  an  increased 
share  of  the  general  prosperity,  in  the 
shape  of  an  extra  dividend  of  1  percent,  in 
addition  to  the  regular  semi-annual  pay- 
ment of  2%  per  cent.  This  means  a  dis- 
bursement of  3%  per  cent  on  a  capital 


stock  of  $151,700,000,  or  $5,309,000  for  t 
six  months,  making  a  6  per  cent  rate  for 
past  year.  Since  1893  the  dividends  hare 
been  regularly  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cenr 
per  annum.  On  the  announcement  of  the 
extra  dividend  Pennsylvania  stock  rose  to 
68K.  equivalent  to  $137  per  100  shares.  - 
Railway  Age. 

Brother  John  Keefe  of  Division  24,  at 
St.  Albans,  Vt.,  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  northern  division  of  the 
Central  Vermont.  The  Conductor  tend- 
ers its  congratulations  and  best  wishes 
for  Brother TCeefe's  success. 

Will  any  Brother  knowing  the  address 
of  Brother  W.  W.  Anderson,  of  Division 
97,  at  Roodhouse,  111.,  kindly  communicate 
the  same  to  E.  B.  Watson,  Secretary  of 
that  Division.  Brother  Anderson's  family 
want  to  communicate  with  him  imme- 
diately. 

Brother  R.  C.  Cowardin  of  Division  3, 
has  been  appointed  passenger  and  ticket 
agent  of  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  & 
St.  Louis  railway,  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 
We  are  pleased  to  make  mention  of  the 
promotion  and  wish  Brother  Cowardin 
success. 

The  Secretary  of  Division  206  has  in- 
formation of  importance  to  communicate 
to  Brothers  Thomas  and  Vasconsellas  of 
that  Division.  Will  any  Brother  knowing: 
the  whereabouts  of  either  of  these  Broth- 
ers kindly  advise  Brother  W.  P.  Sheehan, 
Secretary.  • 

A  file  of  old  Division  cards,  issued  to 
Brother  J.  McDermott,  of  Division  244. 
and  running  back  ten  or  twelve  vears,  was 
recently  stolen  from  Brother  McDertnott, 
together  with  some  service  letters  and 
other  property  of  value.  If  opportunity 
offers,  they  should  be  taken  up. 

If  those  members  of  the  Order  who  sus- 
tained financial  loss  in  the  Galveston 
storm  of  September  8  and  9,  1900,  will 
send  their  names  and  addresses,  the  num- 
ber of  their  Division  and  the  amount  of 
their  loss  in  money  valuation,  to 
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undersigned ,  they  will  receive  their  pro 
rata  of  the  amount  donated.  It  is  to  be 
understood  that  these  amounts  are  to  be 
paid  those  who  were  of  Galveston  and  its 
immediate  vicinity  only.  J.  S.  Moore, 
1207  Providence  St.;  N.  Darrow,  1010  Milan 
St.; J. E.Archer,  1416,  Jackson  St.,  Hous- 
ton, Texas. 

Brother  H.  D.  Hunter  of  Division  241 
has  been  appointed  general  yardmaster 
of  the  Missouri  Pacific  at  Sedalia,  Mo. 
Brother  Hunter's  appointment  will  give 
general  satisfaction  to  the  boys  along 
that  line  and  will  evoke  congratulations 
from  the  members  generally. 

Evanston  Division  No.  408  was  organ- 
bed  at  Evanston,  Wyoming,  by  Brother 
Wilkins,  G.  S.  C,  on  December  10,  The 
Division  starts  out  with  a  good  member- 
ship and  promises  to  be  a  healthy  and 
useful  addition  to  our  list  of  Divisions. 
Brother  C.  K.  Winans  was  elected  Chief 
Conductor,  and  Brother  Wm.  Rupp  Sec- 
retary, both  of  Evanston. 

The  annual  meeting  of  Division  373,  at 
Green  Bay,  Wis.,  was  an  enjoyable  affair. 
The  business  meeting,  including  election 
of  officers,  was  held  in  the  afternoon,  and 
at  its  close  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  served  a 
bountiful  supper.  This  was  followed  by 
a  social  hour,  after  which  the  officers- 
elecj  were  publicly  installed. 

Brother  Lee  Wilson  of  Division  262,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Pearl  Pruitt  of 
SI  Paso.  Texas,  on  November  15,  at  the 
some  of  the  bride's  parents.  Rev.  W.  H. 
Moore  officiating,  Brother  E.  E.  Zwick 
.  acting  as  best  man.  The  Conductor  ex- 
"  tends  congratulations  and  best  wishes 
for  a  harmonious  trip  through  life. 

R.  B.  Stegall,  S.  and  T.  of  Division  148 
at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  desires  to  know 
the  present  whereabouts  of  Alvernon 
Owens,  who  many  years  ago  was  a  freight 
conductor  between  Chattanooga  and  Knox- 
viBe.  He  went  to  Texas  twenty  years  ago. 
In  the  event  of  his  death  would  like  to 
have  the  P.  O.  address  of  his  children. 

The  following  Division  Cards  have  been 
lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  please  take 
up  and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

CAW)  NO.  NAME.  D1V.  NO. 

5112  T.  W.  Meriwether-  175 

6452   A.  C.  Peterson  283 

7433  Frank  Simpson  142 

8645  R.  O.  Thomen   342 

The  trustees  of  Purdue  University  have 
undertaken  to  establish  a  museum  of 
locomotives.  They  have  now  a  collection 
of  three— one  "camel  back"  from  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio,  an  eight-wheel  (Ameri- 


can type)  of  the  pattern  built  thirty: 
years  ago,  and  the  old  "James  Tolman, 
which  was  exhibited  at  the  World's  Fair 
at  Chicago  in  1893. 

Jay  Frank,  a  railroad  ticket  broker  of 
Cincinnati,  has  gone  into  bankruptcy. 
He  shows  liabilities  of  $123,328  and  assets 
of  $3,899.  The  ledger  page  of  this  scalper, 
as  well  as  some  others,  are  beginning  to 
show  a  balance  on  the  wrong  side.  Quite 
a  contrast  to  their  rich  old  harvests  in 
the  days  of  free  and  unlimited  ticket  com- 
missions. 

The  many  friends  of  Brother  S.  D.  John- 
son of  Division  244,  will  be  pleased  to 
learn  that  he  has  purchased  the  Elk  Hotel 
at  Colorado  Springs,  together  with  all 
furniture,  fixtures,  etc.  He  has  also 
secured  the  services  of  an  experienced 
steward,  which,  taken  together  with 
Brother  Johnson's  experience  in  this  line 
of  business,  promises  to  make  the  venture 
one  of  profit  to  himself  and  a  hostelry 
which  will  recommend  itself  to  the  public 
from  east  to  west. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  one  of  our 
Divisions  that  the  rates  charged  by  acci- 
dent insurance  companies  for  insurance 
of  our  members  ought  to  be  reduced  be- 
cause of  the  lessened  liability  to  acci- 
dent, growing  out  of  the  adoption  of 
safety  appliances.  We  have  no  statistics 
upon  which  to  base  a  positive  opinion, 
but  the  conditions,  now  that  the  safety  ap- 
pliance law  is  operative,  should  be  such 
as  to  materially  lessen  the  liability  to  acci- 
dent. If  the  liability  is  reduced  the  rates 
paid  for  carrying  such  liability  ought  also 
to  be  reduced.  This  is  worthy  of  attention, 
and  each  member  should  bring  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  insurance  companies  in- 
terested. 

A  despatch  from  Monterey,  Mexico, 
says  the  Department  of  State  at  Wash- 
ington has  succeeded  in  securing  the 
release  from  the  state'  penitentiary  there 
of  H.  E.  Gaulding,  an  American  trainman 
who  was  tried  in  the  Mexican  court  several 
months  ago  and  sentenced  to  eight  years' 
imprisonment  for  the  crime  of  throwing  a 
Mexican  tramp  off  a  train.  Gaulding  was 
employed  on  the  Mexican  International, 
and  his  arrest  and  conviction  caused  his 
American  friends  to  appeal  to  the  United 
States  Consul  here,  who  laid  the  matter 
before  the  Department  at  Washington. 
Gaulding  says  that  he  was  well  treated 
by  the  prison  authorities.— Locomotive 
Engineering. 

4 

The  crime  of  forging  railroad  passes 
and  brotherhood  cards  has  seemingly 
been  looked  at  as  one  of  a  less  grave 
nature  by  the  men  who  sit  in  judgment 
on  these  cases  than  that  which  relates  to 
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other  business  or  governmental  forms,  at 
least  this  appears  to  be  true,  as  it  has 
been  almost  impossible  to  secure  en- 
forcement of  the  penalty.  The  Central 
Passenger  Association,  by  its  active 
prosecution,  succeeded  in  bringing  two 
forgers  to  justice  who  had  forged  passes 
on  the  Norfolk  &  Western,  and  on  No- 
vember 27  they  were  sentenced  to  hard 
labor  in  the  Johet  penitentiary.  We  con- 
gratulate the  association  and  trust  that 
it  will  have  a  deterrent  effect  upon  all 
similarly  engaged  in  this  unlawful  busi- 
ness. 

A  college  education  as  we  see  it  today 
is  not  enough  to  insure  a  good  citizen, 
something  more  is  required.  This  some- 
thing is  unselfish  patriotism.  But  cannot 
this  be  made  one  of  the  results  of  edu- 
cation? Certainly  it  should  be.  If  the 
state  educates  men  it  should  educate 
them  loyally  to  conserve  her  own  inter- 
ests. The  movement  to  teach  patriotism 
in  our  common  schools  is  a  good  one. 
Care  must  be  taken,  however,  that  the 
right  sort  of  patriotism  be  taught.  The 
young  American  must  not  come  to  believe 
that  patriotism  consists  solely  in  the 
risking  of  life  to  repel  invaders.  He  must 
be  taught  that  it  consists  no  less  in  guard- 
ing the  interests  of  the  state  in  time  of 
peace.  That  it  consists  not  so  much  in 
•physical  courage  as  in  unselfishness  and 
honesty.— Leonidas  Hubbard,  Jr.,  in  The 
Saturday  Evening  Post. 

As  we  go  to  press,  a  strike  on  the  part 
of  the  Telegraphers  on  the  Santa  Pe  Sys- 
tem is  in  effect.  From  the  best  informa- 
tion, so  far  procurable,  it  appears  that 
a  committee  representing  the  Gulf,' Colo- 
rado &  Santa  Fe  portion  of  the  system, 
accompanied  by  then  President  Powell, 
had  meetings  with  Vice-President  Barr  at 
Chicago  in  June  last,  considering  com- 
plaints and  requests  preferred  by  the 
committee.  As  a  result  of  these  con- 
ferences. President  Powell  notified  Mr. 
Barr  that  the  matters  would  be  taken  be- 
fore the  general  manager  of  the  Gulf  line 
at  Galveston,  whose  decision  would  be 
considered  as  final.  The  committee  re- 
turned to  Texas  and  took  the  matters  up 
with  the  general  manager  there.  Some 
revision  of  the  wage  schedule  was  made 
and  submitted  to  the  committee.  No 
further  communication  was  received  from 
them  until  about  Nov.  15,  when  committee 
asked  for  a  meeting  with  the  general 
manager,  who  was  then  absent  in  Chicago. 
Vice-President  Barr  stated  to  President 
Dolphin,  who,  in  the  meantime,  succeeded 
President  Powell,  that  the  company  would 
give  the  Telegraphers  the  same  rules  and 
regulations  that  had  been  mutually  agreed 
to  very  recently  west  of  Albuquerque  and 
would  pay  the  same  wage  rates  commonly 
paid  by  roads  in  Texas;  that  if  the  com- 


mittee could  not  agree  with  General  Man- 
ager Polk,  the  company  would  consent  to 
determine  wage  rates  by  arbitration.  In 
a  telegram  from  New  York,  President 
Dolphin  expressed  himself  as  satisfied 
with  this  assurance  and  the  proposition 
was  submitted  to  the  committee  by  Gen- 
eral Manager  Polk  at  his  meeting  with 
them  on  Nov.  26.  The  committee  were; 
unwilling  to  accept  this  as  a  basis  of 
settlement,  stating  that  they  were  not 
authorized  by  President  Dolphin  to  do  so. 
It  appears  that  the  general  manager  ex- 
pressed to  the  committee  willingness  to 
go  into  a  revision  of  the  schedule  on  the 
understanding  that  if  they  were  unable  to 
agree  on  any  rates,  those  rates  were  to  be 
determined  by  arbitration.  This  basis  \ 
the  committee  were  unwilling  to  accept,  j 
There  was  some  sparring  by  wire  as  to 
whether  the  basis  of  consideration  should 
be  the  schedule  proposed  by  the  general 
manager  or  the  one  submitted  by  the! 
committee.  On  Dec.  1,  the  committee 
notified  the  general  manager  that  they 
were  instructed  to  consent  to  arbitration. 
Mr.  Barr  said  that  the  schedule  made  up  j 
by  the  manager,  together  with  the  one 
submitted  by  the  committee,  would  be 
considered,  and  that  such  rates  as  could 
not  be  agreed  upon  would  be  determined 
by  arbitration.  Some  differences  arose 
over  the  question  of  wages  at  stations 
where  the  agents  did  no  telegraphing. 
President  Dolphin  expressed  a  desire  to 
submit  all  the  existing  differences,  includ- 
ing the  rules  and  regulations,  to  arbitra- 
tion. Vice-President  Barr  replied  that 
they  were  ready  to  arbitrate  the  wage 
rates  in  case  of  disagreement,  but  de- 
clined to  arbitrate  rules  and  regulations 

governing  the  employment  of  operators, 
ecause  those  offered  the  operators  on  the: 
Gulf  lines  were  the  same  as  those  which 
had  been  accepted  by  the  O.  R.  T.  for  the' 
operators  on  the  Santa  Fe  lines  west  of 
Albuquerque  on  Nov.  13  last  after  a  propo-', 
sition  to  arbitrate  the  same  in  case  of  ■ 
disagreement  had  been  made  by  the  com- 
pany and  accepted  by  the  O.  R.  T.  This ' 
was  held  by  the  company  to  be  an  evi-: 
dence  of  the  fairness  of  these  rules  and  it  i 
was  their  desire  to  have  the  rules  uniform 
on  the  different  parts  of  the  system. 

A  strike  was  ordered  on  the  Gulf,  Colo- 
rado &  Santa  Fe  lines  and  later  a  sym- 
pathetic strike  was  ordered  on  the  other 
portions  of  the  Santa  Fe  System.  News- 
paper accounts  differ  (as  they  always  do) 
as  to  the  number  of  men  who  responded- 
to  this  call  and  as  to  the  amount  of  in- 
convenience caused  the  company  as  a 
result  thereof.  It  is  certain  that  no  gen- 
eral tie-up  of  any  part  of  the  system 
followed  and  the  preponderance  of  evi- 
dence seems  clearly  to  be  in  support  of 
the  claim  that  only  a  comparatively  small 
percentage  of  the  men  employed  as  tele- 
graphers on  the  system  responded  to  the 
strike  call.  It  appears  that  little  difficultf 
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was  experienced  in  securing  men  in  large 
numbers  to  take  the  places  of  those  wno 
had  retired  from  the  service,  and  at  this 
writing  the  indications  are  that  the  move- 
ment has  not  been,  and  cannot  be,  a  suc- 
cess. • 

The  newspapers,  a  day  or  two  since, 
quoted  representatives  of  the  O.  R. 
T.  on  that  system  as  making  the  state- 
ment that  before  their  strike  was  ordered 
they  had  an  absolute  guarantee  of  sup- 
port from  the  heads  of  the  other  railroad 
brotherhoods.  This  statement  was  false 
in  every  particular  and  had  no  foundation 
in  fact,  as  the  officers  of  the  other  broth- 
erhoods had  not  been  consulted  in  any 
way,  and  had  not  even  been  officially 
notified  that  a  strike  had  been,  or  would 
be,  declared.  Reports  also  come  to  us 
to  the  effect  that  the  members  of  the 
other  organizations  desire  to  intervene  if 
consent  of  the  chief  executives  could  be 
secured,  but  no  indication  or  intimation 
of  such  desire  or  inclination  has  come  in 
any  form  from  any  of  our  members  on 
the  system. 

We  believe  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  resort 
■  to  a  strike  in  a  dispute  of  this  kind  so 


long  as  it  is  possible  to  settle  the  exist- 
ing differences  by  arbitration,  and  where 
a  disposition  to  submit  to  fair  arbitration 
is  entertained  by  both  parties  it  does  not 
seem  possible  that  open  rupture  could 
occur.  We  have  always  understood  that 
a  good  majority  of  the  telegraphers  on 
the  Santa  Pe  system  were  members  of  the 
O.  R.  T..  and  believe  that  such  was  the 
case  at  the  time  the  strike  was  ordered. 
It  seems  strange,  therefore,  that  so  small 
a  percentage  of  the  whole  responded  to 
the  call  for  strike,  and  this  fact  would 
seem  to  indicate  a  lack  of  sympathy  with 
the  position  assumed  by  those  directing 
the  affair,  or  a  lack  of  confidence  in  the 
justice  of  the  claims  and  the  attitude 
taken.  We  believe  that  no  strike  should 
be  inaugurated  except  in  defense  of  ■  a 
vital  principle  or  against  unfair  condi- 
tions and  in  support  of  fair  conditions 
when  the  circumstances  are  such  as  to 
make  the  justice  of  the  position  apparent. 
When  a  strike  is  inaugurated  under  such 
conditions  by  any  labor  organization  we 
would  always  be  glad  to  see  it  a  complete 
success. 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  Is  not  correct,  detach  -this 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us: 


Change  Ordered  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS. 


Xamt. 


.Division  Jio 


Box  or  Street  and  M>.. 
Postoflice   

Postofflee.  


State. 


FROM 


State. 


Sure  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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Bates— Brother  J.  W.  Bates.  Division  175.  Memphis.  Tenn. 
Brooks- Brother  B.  O.  Brooks.  Division  298.  Chicago.  111. 
Brio— Brother  W.  C.  Brice.  Division  180.  Atlanta.  Ga. 
Buckley— Brother  P.  Buckley,  Division  44,  Denver.  Colo. 

Chase— Brother  J.  G.  Chase.  Division  227.  Lincoln.  Neb. 

Chrismeh- brother  Calvin  Chrismer.  Division  143.  Harrisburg.  Pa. 

Ci.ostkrman  -Brother  C  Closterman,  Division  119,  Ft.  Wayne,  lad. 

Cole— Brother  F.  G.  Cole.  Division  30.  Springfield.  Mo. 

Cook— Brother  Thos.  Cook.  Division  109.  Gallion.  O. 

Co  rb  in— Father  of  C.  E.  Corbin,  Divisions©.  Louisville.  Ky. 

Cocke— Wife  of  Brother  Charles  T.  Cocke,  Division  105,  Meridian.  Miss. 

Cummings— Brother  D.  S.  Cummings.  Division  157.  Boston.  Mass. 

Monett,  Mo. 


Ford— Brother  W.  F.  Ford.  Division  307.  Elizabeth.  N.  J. 
Freeman— Brother  R.  L.  Freeman.  Division  2GB.  Van  Buren.  Ark. 

Glover— Brother  D.  Glover.  Division  130.  Knoxville.  Tenn. 
Goss— Brother  C.  C.  Goss,  Division  59.  Texarkanna,  Ark. 

MERRiNOTON— Brother  J.  P.  Herrington.  Division  60.  Sedalia.  Mo. 
olboorn- Mother  of  Brothers  George.  R.  P.  and  Joseph  Holbourn.  Division  1 
Louisville.  Ey. 

John  sow-Brother  G.  J.  Johnson.  Division  40.  St.  Paul.  Minn. 
ones— Brother  P.  W.  Jones.  Division  224,  Wilmington.  Del. 

Keenan— Brother  M.  L.  Keen  an.  Division  285.  Spokane.  Wash. 
Kline- Brother  H.  L.  Kline,  Division  33L  Columbia.  Pa. 
Klinefelter— Brother  C.  H.  Klinefelter.  Division  191.  Glendive.  Mont 
Kollmbr— Brother  Charles  Kollmer.  Division  295.  Lorain.  Ohio. 

tAYNE- Wife  of  Brother  O.  A.  Layne.  Division  184,  Clifton  Forge  Va. 
kmi no— Brother  J.  W.  Leming.  Division  139,  Knoxville.  Tenn. 
Luther— Brother  H.  C.  Lntber.  Division  188.  Stanberry.  Mo. 

McManTjs- Brother  J.  J.  McManus.  Division  323.  Columbia.  S.  C. 
Moore— Brother  J.  T.  Moore.  Division  105.  Meridian.  Miss. 

Nash— Brother  A.  Nash.  Division  91.  Portland,  Oregon. 

OwENS-Brother  William  Owens.  Division  28.  Atchison.  Eas. 

Peters- Brother  A.  L.  Peters.  Division  367.  McComb  City.  Miss. 

Raftkry- Brother  James  Raftery,  Division  349,  Crewe.  Va. 
Reagan— Brother  J.  T.  Reagan,  Division  275.  Yoakum,  Texas. 
Rics-Brother  P.  J.  Rice.  Division  131.  Little  Rock.  Ark. 
Roslin— Brother  C.  L.  Roslin.  Division  1,  Chicago.  111. 

Sellman— Brother  R.  W.  Sellman.  Division  5.  Baltimore.  Md. 
Sharp— Brother  A.  Sharp.  Division  36.  Pueblo.  Colo. 
Shbppbr— Brother  Joseph  A.  Sbeffer.  Division  240.  Marquette.  Mich. 
Stevens— Brother  E.  M.  Stevens.  Division  91.  Portland.  Ore. 

Tyrell— Brother  T.  Tyrell.  Division  262.  Cleburne.  Tex. 

Wellivkr- Brother  T.  J.  Welliver.  Division  340.  Gladstone.  Mich. 
WiLLis-Brother  F.  W.  Willis.  Division  74,  Decatur.  111. 

Zimmerman— Brother  G.  M.  Zimmerman.  Division  309.  Scott  dale.  Pa. 
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THE  JANNEY  coupler 

The  oaiGOTA-L  ind  LBADXVQ  M.  C.  B.  Coupler.  The  cut  here- 
with shows  the  detail  parts  of  the  Janney  Freight  Coupler, 
with  the  names  and  nnmbers  of  those  parts,  which  should  be 
used  in  making  requisitions. 
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GOLD  MEDAL,  PARIS,  1900 


The  Judges  at  the  Paris  Exposition  have 
awarded  a 

GOLD  MEDAL 

Walter  Baker  &  Co.  Ltd. 

the  largest  manufacturers  of  cocoa  and 
chocolate  in  the  world.  This  is  the  third 
award  from  a  Paris  Exposition. 

BAKER'S 

COCOAS  AND  CHOCOLATES 


are  always  uniform  in  quality, 
absolutely  pure,  delicious,  and 
nutritious.  The  genuine  goods 
bear  our  trade-mark  on  every 
package,  and  are  made  only  by 

Walter  Baker  &  Co,  Limited, 

DORCHESTER,  MASS. 

ESTABLISHED  1780. 


Reject  Alum  Baking  Powders— 
They  Destroy  Health. 


vose 


PIANOS 

an  receiving  more  favorable  comments  to- 
day from  an  artistic  standpoint  than  all 
•tker  makes  combined. 

WE 

Challenge 
Comparisons. 

By  our  easy  payment  plan,  every  family 
Id  moderate  circumstances  can  own  a  fine 
piano.  We  allow  a  liberal  price  for  old  in- 
struments in  exchange,  and  deliver  the  piano 
in  your  house  free  of  expense.  You  can 
deal  with  us  at  a  distant  point  the  same  as 
in  Boston.  Send  for  catalogue  and  full 
information. 


vose  &  SONS  PIAN0  CO. 


No.  86  Summit  Ave.,  \ 
Plainfield,  N.  J.,  Apr.  5,  1899.  / 
The  Piso  Company,  Warren,  Pa. 
Gentlemen: 

We  have  great  faith  in  Piso's  Cure  for 
Consumption,  and  we  are  now  giving  it 
to  the  baby,  two  and  a  half  years  old. 
My  husband  has  just  used  two  bottles 
and  is  rid  of  his  cold.  He  has  tried  other 
medicines,  but  always  has  to  fall  back  on 
Piso's  Cure  for  relief.  We  have  used  it 
for  14  years.  Yours  truly, 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Miixs. 
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BY  W.  D.  ANDERSON. 


"Now.  don't  say  no.  Here  are  box 
tickets  for  Faust.  It  plays  but  one  night, 
and  thev  say  it  is  better  this  sea- 
son than  ever  before.  Come  now,  Mabel, 
mother  will  look  after  the  children  and 
you  have  not  a  thought  left  to  worry 
over." 

"Theatre  indeed!  A  man  in  your  cir- 
cumstances should  think  of  providing 
comfortable  clothing  for  his  family  in- 
stead of  buying  box  tickets  to  a  theatre. 
Why,  sir,  I  haven't  the  second  decent 
dress  to  my  back." 

Jack  Worthington  worshiped  bis  wife 
when  he  led  her  to  the  altar,  and  if  there 
could  have  been  a  climax  in  the  degrees 
of  love  it  was  reached  when  she  presented 
him  their  first  son,  a  sweet  boy,  the  image 
of  his  mother.    Jack  was  a  conductor 
running  freight  on  the  D.  E.  &  I.  when  he 
brought  his  bride  to  Belden,  and  all  the 
townsfolk  agreed  that  hers  was  a  peculiar 
style  of  beauty,  not  describable,  yet  very 
attractive.   Her  address  was  one  not  cal- 
culated to  win  friends  and  was  such  that 
repelled  rather  than  drew  one  to  her; 
notwithstanding  this  Jack  Worthington 
won  her  from  a  rival  in  a  month's  court- 
ship, and  already  the  townsfolk  were 
Saying  that  she  repented  her  choice  and 
aowf  saw  the  folly  of  her  romantic  court- 
ship. Jack  rented  a  pretty  cottage  and 
invested  his  earnings  carefully  in  those 
things  which  he  thought  would  please 
her  most. 

"Why  Mabel,  you  wound  my  heart  ter- 
ribly to  hear  you  say  this.  I  had  no  idea 
yon  needed  clothes,  and  I  will  be  only  too 
happy  to  get  you  anything  you  ask.  Re- 
member I  am  out  on  the  road  nearly  all 


the  time  and  do  not  see  you  except  as  I 
come  in  and  say,  'how  do  you  do'  and 
'good-bye.'  I  have  asked  you  to  go  to 
Marshal  Field  &  Co.  and  get  everything: 
you  wanted.  They  have  kindly  con- 
sented to  extended  me  credit  whenever  I 
choose  to  take  advantage  of  it  and  I 
hoped  you  would  do  this,"  said  Jack, 
earnestly. 

"Credit,  why  Jack  Worthington,  were  I 
to  get  what  I  really  need  your  salary  of 
$1,200  a  year  would  not  cover  it," 

"Don't  be  unreasonable,  Mabel.  I  do 
wish  you  will  try  to  keep  in  mind  that 
you  assured  me  that  you  would  be  happy 
with  me  anywhere,  even  in  the  humblest 
surroundings." 

"I  was  foolish  then.  I  did  not  realize 
what  hand-to-mouth  living  meant,  but  I 
realize  it  bitterly  now." 

Mabel  laid  aside  the  novel  she  was 
reading  and  bowed  her  head  upon  her 
arms  on  the  table.  Jack  was  by  her  side 
in  an  instant,  putting  his  arms  around 
her  and  said: 

"Mabel,  don't  you  love  me  any  more?" 

"I  hate  caresses;  take  your  hands  away! 
Leave  me  alone." 

Jack  arose  and  went  into  another  room, 
where  Frank,  their  little  son,  lay  upon  a 
robe  on  the  floor  fast  asleep. 

"Why  Mabel,  here  lies  Frank  upon  the 
floor  fast  asleep.  The  floor  is  too  cold 
for  him;  he  should  have  been  put  to  bed," 
said  Jack,  lifting  him  tenderly  in  his 
arms. 

"I  am  sure  I  did  not  know  where  he 
was  and  was  glad  to  feel  that  he  was 
some  place  where  he  was  not  annoying 
me."  s~>  t 

Digitized  by  VjOOg  1C 


2 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


"Does  he  often  annoy  you?"  said  Jack, 
with  -a  peculiar  expression. 

"Well,  a  young  wife  wants  some  pleas- 
ure too,  and  does  not  want  to  be  tied 
down  with  the  care  of  a  child." 

"What  pleasure  do  you  most  desire, 
Mabel?  Can  I  contribute  to  it  in  any  way 
without  deserting  our  baby  boy?"  said 
Jack  as  he  began  to  undress  Frank  and 
prepare  him  for  bed. 

"I  have  already  told  you  of  my  desires 
and  of  your  inability  to  furnish  those 
things  I  need  most.  Your  presence  is 
not  conducive  to  my  happiness  in  any 
event,  for  I  am  dissatisfied  with  my  lot." 

"But  Mabel,  you  took  me  for  'better  or 
worse  until  death  parts  us,'  "  said  Jack 
feelingly.  "It  will  be  a  miserable  exist- 
ence if  you  harbor  this  feeling  of  dissat- 
isfaction, always.    Think  of  your  child." 

"I  think  of  my  own  happiness  first." 

"Would  you  be  happy,  Mabel,  if  you 
had  all  the  things  that  you  desire  in  the 
way  of  clothes  and  fine  apparel?  Would 
you  again  permit  my  caresses  and  recip- 
rocate the  truest  love  that  man  ever  gave 
woman  and  make  our  home  that  bright 
little  spot  I  long  for?  Would  the  posses- 
sion of  these  things  bring  about  that 
happiness  forme?" 

"Me  love  oo  papa,"  said  little  Frank, 
hugging  Jack  and  planting  a  big  kiss  on 
his  mouth. 

"So  you  do,  Frank,  and  your  papa  loves 
yon,  but  it's  time  we  were  in  bed,  for  I 
expect  a  call  about  midnight,"  said  Jack. 

"Good  night,  Mabel." 

No  answer. 

"Say  good  night  to  mamma,"  whis- 
pered Jack  in  Frank's  ear; 

"Dood  night,  mamma." 

Jack  retired  and  was  soon  fast  asleep, 
worn  out  with  the  rigorous  duties  of 
local.  Mabel  arose  and  went  to  her  writ- 
ing desk,  and  unlocking  it,  took  from 
thence  several  letters  which  were  tied  up 
with  a  bit  of  faded  blue  ribbon.  They 
were  souvenirs  of  her  girlhood  days,  the 
letters  of  Jack's  rival,  now  in  another 
state.  She  read  them  all  and  placed 
them  back  again  in  a  little  drawer  and 
locked  it. 

"I  wonder  if  he  could  quite  forgive  me 
now.  I  was  mad  to  quarrel  with  him  on 
that  night,  but  I  have  bitterly  repented 
my  rashness.  Oh,  Fred,  forgive  me— it  is 


you  I  love;  only  you."   Then  Mabel  sank 
upon  the  floor  in  a  swoon. 

A  peal  of  the  bell  awakened  Jack,  who 
sprang  from  bed  to  answer  the  summons. 
As  he  reached  the  sitting  room  he  beheld 
Mabel  upon  the  floor.  Her  white  face  and 
closed  eyes  resembled  death.  Jack  has- 
tily raised  her  in  his  arms  and  carried 
her  to  the  bed,  calling  her  all  the  endear- 
ing names  he  knew.  A  feeble  moan  finally 
rewarded  his  efforts  to  restore  her  to  con- 
sciousness. 

"Freddie,"  she  murmured. 

Another  peal  of  the  bell  louder  than  be- 
fore reminded  Jack  that  he  was  keeping 
someone  waiting  without.  He  staggered 
as  he  arose  to  attend  the  summons  .  He 
realized  now  why  she  was  unhappy,  and 
in  his  anguish  he  prayed  that  this  might 
be  his  last  trip. 

"You  get  54  Mr.  Worthington,  at  2:15.  ; 
Sign  here,"  said  the  caller  presenting  the 
book  in  which  men  called  signed  the  time 
of  the  call. 

'  "Bob,  tell  the  general  that  Mrs.  Worth- 
ington has  just  had  a  fainting  spell  and 
that  if  I  am  not  there  by  1:45  to  call  an- 
other man." 

"Oh — all  right  sir;  I  hope  it  won't  be 
anything  serious.   Good  night." 

Jack  found  Mabel  slowly  regaining  con- 
sciousness. He  had  secured  a  bottle  of 
smelling  salts  and  was  applying  it  to  her 
nostrils  when  she  pushed  his  hand  away, 
saying: 

"I  am  quite  well  again,  you  need  not 
attend  me  further.  I  felt  faint,  but  I  have 
recovered.   You  may  go  to  bed.1' 

"I  am  quite  willing  to  stay  with  you 
Mabel,  but  if  you  really  feel  well  I  will 
take  my  run  out.  The  caller  has  been 
here." 

"Go,"  she  said  simply. 

Jack's  hope  that  his  mortal  existence 
might  be  ended  on  this  trip  was  not  real- 
ized. He  was  called  for  a  local  ran  which 
had  been  in  charge  of  an  old  conductor 
for  years,  and  who  was  dismissed  without 
assigned  cause.  Before  going  out  he 
found  an  envelope  bearing  the  superin- 
tendent's office  head  thereon  in  the  mail 
box  addressed  to  himself.  He  hastily 
tore  it  open  and  read: 

Superintendent's  Office,  June  16,  18 — 
Conductor  Worthington: 

This  will  advise  you  that  you  will  run 
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the  run  vacated  by  B.  M.  Jones  until  fur- 
ther orders.  This  is  in  line  of  promo- 
tion. I  wish  that  you  will  see  that  all 
merchandise  cars  are  properly  sealed  upon 
leaving  each  station  and  keep  the  same 
under  your  supervision  at  all  times,  using 
strict  vigilance  to  detect  any  tampering 
of  seals,  and  if  possible  secure  the  arrest 
of  the  pilferers  who  have  been  operating 
on  our  trains.  This  is  for  your  personal 
information. 

H.  H.  Hardesty,  Supt. 

Jack  had  heard  rumors  that  Jones  had 
been  dismissed  for  dishonesty,  but  no 
confirmation  followed  his  dismissal,  and 
the  report  soon  died  out.  Jack  found 
three  old  brakemen  on  the  car  who  had 
served  Jones  several  years,  and  who  were 
efficient  men  as  need  be  to  execute  the 
work  on  so  difficult  a  run.  He  went  into 
the  car  as  the  train  left  Belden  with  his 
arms  full  of  way  bills.  He  greeted  the 
men  with  a  pleasant  greeting  and  said: 

"Boys,  here  is  encouragement  for  your 
ambitions,"  and  set  to  work  opening  each 
package  and  arranging  the  bills  contained 
in  them  in  station  order. 

Jack  was  considered  an  expert  in  this 
line  and  soon  he  had  the  entire  lot  piled 
up  in  neat  order  in  front  of  him,  each  bill 
bearing  the  initial,  number  and  destina- 
tion on  the  back  for  ready  reference. 

"You  are  certainly  a  hustler,  Jack," 
said  Wimple,  one  of  his  brakemen.  "Old 
Jones  never  could  have  busted  that  stack 
till  he  got  to  Spring  Junction,  and  here 
you  are  ready  to  play." 

"I  hope  I  can  make  the  work  go  off 
quickly  and  that  we  will  make  the  time. 
I  believe  I  have  the  crew  to  do  it,  too," 
said  Jack. 

Jack  remembered  the  injunction  from 
the  superintendent  and  at  every  station 
insisted  upon  sealing  the  cars. 

"What's  the  use  sealing  'em,  Jack,  be- 
tween here  and  Hampton.  We've  got  to 
open  'em  again  at  Collamer,  where  they 
haven't  any  sealer,"  said  Wimple. 

"Oh,  it's  an  idea  of  mine,"  replied 
Jack. 

Wimple  was  not  in  the  caboose  when 
the  train  pulled  out  of  Hillson,  and  Jack 
inquired  of  Harry  Vaughn  where  Wimple 
was. 

"Over  on  the  engine,  I  guess,"  said 
Harry  evasively. 


Jack  finished  noting  on  his  record  the 
work  done  at  Hillson,  then  turned  and 
said: 

"I  always  like  to  make  sure  where  my 
men  are  when  I  leave  a  station.  So  I  be- 
lieve I  will  go  over  to  the  engine  and  see 
if  he  is  safe." 

"Never  mind,  Jack,  I  will  skip  over  and 
see." 

"I  want  you  to  stay  on  the  rear  end," 
said  Jack,  slipping  on  his  gloves  and  pre- 
paring to  depart. 

As  he  opened  the  door  Harry  said  anx- 
iously: 

"Jack,  if  you  don't  find  Wimple  on  the 
engine  don't  think  I  have  meant  to  tell 
you  a  willful  lie.  You  will  learn  sooner 
or  later  where  he  rides,  and  while  I  dare 
not  express  my  convictions,  I  want  you 
to  bear  in  mind  that  whatever  wrong  is 
done  I  have  no  part  in  it." 

Jack  felt  that  he  was  about  to  make  a 
discovery  of  some  nature,  but  he  did  not 
betray  his  convictions. 

"I  know  that  order  about  all  hands  on 
the  engine,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  Mr. 
Hardesty  would  be  severe  upon  men  in  lo- 
cal service,"  said  Jack  as  he  passed  out. 

Once  upon  the  tops  of  the  cars  with  the 
wind  blowing  into  his  face  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  miles  an  hour  was  no  pleasant  ex- 
perience. But  Jack  was  used  to  such 
hardships  as  these  and  bravely  made  his 
way  over  the  icy  tops.  When  about  mid- 
way over  the  train  he  spied  a  common 
rail  spike,  which  had  been  recently  driven 
into  the  roof  of  the  car  he  stood  upon, 
just  over  the  door.  Kneeling  down,  he 
secured  a  foothold  upon  the  spike.  He 
knew  it  was  a  car  laden  with  much  valu- 
able merchandise  and  wondered  if  the 
presence  of  the  spike  had  aught  to  do 
with  any  attempt  to  secure  admission  to 
the  car  while  the  train  was  in  motion.  As 
he  peered  over  the  edge  of  the  roof  he 
noted  that  the  seal  was  broken  and  that 
the  door  stood  ajar.  Peering  over  still 
further,  until  he  could  look  within,  he 
saw  Wimple  engaged  in  selecting  a  num- 
ber of  packages,  which  were  apparently 
fabrics  from  the  mills  of  eastern  manu- 
facturers. He  did  not  disclose  his  pres- 
ence, but  continued  on  to  the  engine. 
His  presence  there  caused  some  astonish- 
ment, and  all  looked  askance  of  one  an- 
other. There  was  an  apparent  embarrass- 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


5 


ment  marked  plainly  upon  the  faces  of 
all,  but  Hank  Hogan,  the  engineer,  first 
found  his  tongue,  so  to  speak. 

"What's  wrong,  Worthington,  what 
brings  you  over  the  hurricane?" 

"Just  wanted  a  little  fresh  air,"  said 
Jack. 

A  sly  wink  passed  between  fireman  and 
engineer,  while  the  fireman  gave  Hoxie 
a  significant  nod. 

When  Jack  turned  to  give  Hoxie  some 
instruction  about  the  work  he  found  him 
gone.  Climbing  on  the  tank  in  order  to 
get  a  better  view  of  the  tops  of  the  cars 
he  observed  Hoxie  lying  on  the  top  of  a 
car  looking  downward,  while  Wimple's 
head  protruded  directly  underneath.  At 
that  moment  Hoxie  received  a  sack  which 
Wimple  raised  up.  The  fireman,  who  had 
been  a  witness  to  this  also,  imparted  the 
news  to  the  engineer,  who  opened  his 
whistle  and  gave  such  a  screech  that  Jack 
was  quite  willing  to  get  his  head  within 
the  cab. 

"Of  all  the  whistles  that  Rogers  ever 
made  that  one  is  certainly  the  most  ear- 
splitting,"  said  Jack,  as  he  got  down. 

Hogan  gave  a  gruff  laugh  and  said: 

"We  don't  often  have  conductors 
crowdin'  the  cab  and  we  want  'em  to 
appreciate  all  the  comforts  when  they  do 
come  over.  I'll  tell  you,  Worthington,  I 
may  pull  you  a  long  time,  but  you  won't 
find  me  monopolizin'  any  space  in  your 
way  car.  I  believe  that  the  place  for  an 
engineer  in  on  his  engine,"  said  Hogan. 

"I  infer  from  that  that  you  think  that 
the  place  for  a  conductor  is  in  his  ca- 
boose. Well,  we  won't  quarrel  about  our 
opinions,  Hank,  but  let  us  understand 
each  other  here.  So  long  as  you  pull  me 
yon  will  find  me  on  any  part  of  the  train 
where,  in  my  opinion,  my  duty  calls  me. 
I  appreciate  your  kindness  and  under- 
stand the  motive  in  giving  me  a  taste  of 
"all  the  comforts"  on  the  engine  when 
I  come  over.  I  want  to  work  with 
you  in  harmony,  if  possible,  but  keep  in 
mind  that  Jack  Worthington  is  running 
bis  train  from  the  pilot  to  the  rear  draw- 
bar in  the  caboose,  with  all  due  respect 
to  yonr  responsibility  as  an  engineer," 
said  Jack,  determinedly. 

"0,  Jack,  you  are  thin  skinned.  I 
didn't  mean  any  harm  in  what  I  said  at 
»B.  Of  course  you  are  the  capf  ing  of  the 


train,  and  we  know  that  you  are  the  pro- 
per stuff  to  get  'em  there,  and  I  want  to 
do  my  share  of  the  work.  If  I  don't  suit 
you,  Jack,  tell  me  right  out  and  there 
won't  be  any  hard  feelings,"  said  Hank, 
now  offering  Jack  part  of  his  seat. 

"You  are  a  good  man  with  an  engine, 
Hank,  and  I  could  not  improve  on  you  in 
the  whole  locomotive  department.  I  hope 
we  will  get  along  first  rate." 

They  were  now  approaching  Collamer, 
but  at  such  a  speed  that  Jack  could  not 
safely  get  off  of  the  engine  at  the  sta- 
tion. 

"Twelfth  car,"  called  Jack  to  Hogan  as 
he  stood  on  the  step  ready  to  let  go. 
"Hold  'em  Hank,  or  they  will  go  by." 

Hogan  seemed  to  know  what  he  was 
doing,  for  an  emergency  application  of 
the  air  brake  was  made  which  brought 
the  twelfth  car  standing  at  the  platform. 

Jack  saw  Wimple  and  Hoxie  open  the 
car  and  when  he  arrived  they  were  busily 
handing  out  the  consignment  of  that 
place.  He  turned  the  bills  for  freight  un- 
loaded over  to  the  agent  and  the  train 
pulled  out.  Not  an  expression  on  Jack's 
face  betrayed  his  knowledge  of  the  theft 
committed.  Even  Wimple  and  Hoxie 
seemed  satisfied  that  they  were  safe. 
The  trip  was  completed  without  further 
incident,  and  the  return  trip  as  well.  On 
his  arrival  at  Belden,  Jack  registered  and 
deposited  his  reports  for  the  trip  in  the 
train  mail  box.  He  was  wondering  what 
report  to  make  of  his  discoveries  when  the 
door  to  the  little  office  opened  and  Hogan 
stood  at  his  elbow. 

"Jack,  I  want  to  have  a  little  talk  with 
you." 

"All  right,  Hank,  come  up  to  the  boys' 
room  and  we  will  be  alone." 

They  climbed  the  stair  and  reached  the 
place  designated  as  the  boys'  room, 
which  was  a  temporary  place  for  rest 
while  waiting  for  their  trains  to  arrive. 

"Sit  down,  Hank,  we  are  all  alone,  and 
you  can  talk  to  your  heart's  content." 

"Well,  Jack,"  he  began,  "we  are  all 
hammering  away  on  this  old  local  for  a 
living,  ain't  we?"  Jack,  nodded.  "We 
don't  get  any  too  much  pay  for  the  grief 
we've  got  to  bear,  and  I  believe  we  are  all . 
of  one  mind  on  one  thing,  and  that  is, 
that  we  can't  give  our  little  wives  and 
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children  the  clothes  they  would  like  to 
have  on  the  salaries  we  get." 

"That's  so,"  said  Jack  vehemently,  as 
he  called  to  mind  Mabel's  words  only  the 
trip  before. 

Hogan  felt  that  he  had  touched  a  re- 
sponsive chord  and  continued: 

"Now  suppose  you  should  go  home  and 
find  that  some  friend  had  left  a  good  lot 
of  such  finery  as  women  love  and  find 
her  you  loved  best  of  all  on  earth  de- 
lighted with  it,  and  should  put  her  arms 
around  your  neck  and  hug  you  for  your 
generosity.  Would  you  consider  him  a 
mean  fellow?  tell  me  that." 

"But  these  are  only  suppositions.  Hank. 
What  conclusion  do  you  expect  to  draw 
from  it,"  said  Jack,  smiling  as  he  im- 
agined Mabel  with  her  arms  about  his 
neck  and  his  supreme  happiness  in  see- 
ing her  gratified. 

"Naw  they  ain't,  either.  Now,  when  you 
go  home  just  keep  in  mind  this  word 
from  me.  The  boys  on  the  local  want  to 
be  your  friends  and  we  hope  you  won't 
forget  our  intentions  for  the  sake  of  the 
duty  you  owe  a  soulless  corporation,  who 
would  discharge  you  tomorrow  and  see 
your  family  starve.  Now  I  ain't  a'goin '  to 
say  another  word,  but  just  go  home  and  let 
me  know  how  you  feel  tomorrow." 

Jack  wended  his  way  home  with  many 
conflicting  thoughts.  He  had  arrived  at 
a  conclusion  of  what  he  might  expect, 
but  what  should  he  do? 

Upon  entering,  Frank  bounded  forward 
to  meet  him  and  led  him  into  the  dining 
room,  where  a  neat  repast  was  being 
spread  by  the  servant. 

"Suppo  is  weddy,  papa,  sit  wight 
down,"  said  Frank. 

"I  guess  not  quite  ready,  Frank— where 
is  mamma?" 

"In  deah,"  he  said,  pointing  to  an  ad- 
joining room. 

Jack  entered  and  found  her  lost  in  ad- 
miration of  a  pile  of  fabrics  of  wondrous 
richness  of  texture.  Lace  from  foreign 
looms,  silks  of  the  most  exquisite  work- 
manship and  other  fabrics  of  beautiful 
design  met  his  eye  everywhere.  He  stood 
amazed. 

Mabel  arose  and  put  her  arms  around 
.  his  neck  and  said: 

"I  thank  you,  Jack,  for  your  kindness 
to  me.   Perhaps  I  do  not  deserve  such 


consideration  after  my  treatment  of  you, 
but  they  are  beautiful— the  most  beauti- 
ful I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  feel  that  you 
have  tried  to  satisfy  my  vanity.  The  ex- 
pressman delivered  them  but  a  short 
time  ago,  and  since  then  I  have  been  try- 
ing to  frame  words  to  express  my 
thanks." 

Jack  folded  her  in  his  arms,  but  could 
not  utter  a  word.  Here  was  a  moment  of 
happiness  purchased  at  the  expense  of 
honor,  perhaps.  Should  he  say,  I  did 
not  send  them,  they  are  stolen  goods?  He 
satisfied  conscience  by  saying  to  himself, 
I  will  wait  until  tomorrow  and  then  tell 
her. 

Jack  heaved  a  sigh  and  partook  of  his 
evening  meal  with  an  assumed  light- 
heartedness  that  he  was  far  from  feeling. 
Little  Frank  was  used  to  the  lack  of  af- 
fection on  the  part  of  his  mother,  but  he 
looked  with  expectancy  for  his  father's 
arrival,  for  it  meant  to  him  a  jolly  time 
and  a  romp  with  papa,  who  had  to  repre- 
sent every  animal  of  burden,  and  some- 
times some  of  the  fiercer  sort  pictured  in 
his  books.  Jack  amused  him  until,  tired 
out,  his  little  head  fell  upon  his  breast 
sound  asleep.  Mabel  had  retired  early  to 
escape  the  annoyance  of  the  romping, 
which  caused  her  head  to  ache,  she  said 
She  did  not  go  to  sleep,  however,  but  sat 
down  beside  her  dresser  and  drew  forth 
paper  and  pens  and  began  to  indite  a 
letter.  After  several  efforts  she  seemed 
to  have  produced  something  to  her  satis- 
faction, and  placing  it  into  an  envelope 
she  sealed  and  directed  it.  She  then  be- 
gan the  inspection  of  her  wardrobe,  a 
cynical  smile  playing  over  her  face  as  she 
inspected  each  dress.  Seemingly  satisfied 
with  the  inspection  she  murmured: 

"These  will  do.  I  must  sleep  now,  for 
tomorrow  night  my  rest  will  be  broken, 
and  I  don't  want  the  roses  to  leave  my 
cheeks." 

It  was  long  before  Jack's  eyes  closed  in 
slumber.  He  lay  thinking  of  Hogan's 
words,  and  if  he  had  entertained  a  thought 
of  exposing  the  theft  he  had  discovered 
it  vanished  when  he  thought  of  Mabel's 
happiness  in  the  possession  of  those 
things  which  he  could  not  buy  for  her. 
His  cheek  still  burned  where  her  lips  had 
kissed  him,  and  he  could  feel  a  glowing 
warmth  where  her  arms  had  encircled  his 
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neck.  Visions  of  richly  laden  cars  floated 
before  his  closed  eyes,  and  he  imagined 
his  humble  home  transformed  into  a  pal- 
ace, with  every  luxury  surrounding  her 
who  was  his  idol.  His  brain  was  busy 
concocting  plans  to  cover  robberies  after 
they  had  been  committed.  He  saw  the 
rich  rewards  that  came  to  him  as  the 
fruits  of  his  silence  alone,  and  stifled  the 
whisperings  of  conscience  by  saying  to 
himself,  "they  alone  are  guilty.  I  know 
not  from  whence  they  come.  Why  should 
I  hesitate  when  at  last  I  have  found  the 
open  sesame  to  her  heart." 

With  this  he  fell  asleep  to  dream  over 
again  the  plans  he  had  drawn  in  mind 
while  awake.  Again  be  saw  his  little 
home  transformed  into  another  of  mag- 
nificence, whose  every  appointment  was 
princely  and  complete.  The  scene 
changed,  and  she  for  whom  he  had 
worked  and  for  whose  love  he  had  become 
a  thief,  stood  before  him  as  his  accuser. 
Then  the  air  grew  stifling.  He  felt  him- 
self entombed  behind  great  iron  doors, 
which  seemed  to  shut  out  both  light  and 
air.  He  heard  his  own  little  son  calling 
for  him  to  come  forth.  He  tried  to  cry 
out;  he  beat  upon  the  door  with  his 
clenched  hands  and  clutched  at  his  throat 
in  vain  for  breath.  His  brain  whirled 
until  it  seemed  he  must  go  mad.  He  saw 
Hogan  and  Wimple  in  the  corners  of  his 
cell,  deriding  his  efforts  and  chuckling 
in  fiendish  glee  at  the  torture  he  felt  they 
had  brought  upon  him.  Outside  came  that 
plaintive  voice  again: 

"Papa!  Papa!" 

With  a  supreme  effort  to  crush  his  tor- 
mentors he  threw  himself  upon  them.  He 
awoke  to  hear  Prank's  voice  again. 

"Papa,  wake  up!  Me  can  hardly  breeve. 
Oh,  my!" 

Jack  could  hear  a  crackling  sound  and 
a  roar  like  the  rush  of  a  mighty  river,  but 
a  terrible  oppression  had  settled  over 
him,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he 
raised  up.  As  he  struggled  to  a  sitting 
posture  he  saw  a  tiny  flame  shoot  out 
near  the  floor.  He  staggered  to  a  window 
and  threw  it  open,  gasping  for  breath. 
Smoke  poured  forth  in  great  volumes, 
while  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the  house 
suddenly  became  illuminated  with  a  vivid 
brightness.  He  realized  now  the  reason 
he  could  not  awaken. 


"Fire!  Fire!  Fire!"  he  shouted. 

Hastily  clothing  himself  and  catching 
up  such  things  of  Frank's  as  came  to 
hand,  he  caught  up  his  little  son,  now 
nearly  suffocated,  andcarried"him  through 
the  window.  Neighbors  now  began  to 
arrive.  He  thrust  him  into  their  hands 
and  again  entered  the  house.  As  he 
opened  the  door  leading  to  the  sitting 
room  he  was  met  by  a  great  flame  that 
seemed  to  swallow  him.  Only  for  a  mo- 
ment did  he  hesitate,  then  dashed  into 
the  very  midst  it  seemed.  The  flames  had 
already  reached  the  stairway  which  Jack 
was  ascending.  As  he  passed  the  ser- 
vant's door  he  found  her  awake. 

"Close  your  door  and  call  for  help  at 
the  window,"  he  said,  passing  on. 

He  tried  the  door  to  Mabel's  room  and 
called  for  her  to  open.  Then  he  threw 
himself  aginst  it  with  all  his  force.  It 
yielded.  She  had  already  been  rescued. 
Jack  nearly  overcome  with  suffocation; 
and  exhaustion  sank  upon  the  couch  she 
had  recently  occupied  and  buried  his 
burned  face  in  the  pillows  for  an  instant. 
He  felt  that  he  must  soon  leave  as  al- 
ready he  felt  the  stifling  heat.  He  looked 
for  something  to  bear  with  him  which 
had  belonged  to  her.  He  could  not  see 
but  as  he  groped  here  and  there  his  hand 
fell  upon  her  dresser.  A  few  articles 
were  found  where  she  had  laid  them  to- 
gether with  a  letter,  which  he  hastily 
thrust  into  his  bosom  and  made  his  way 
to  the  window.  His  appearance  was  a 
signal  for  cheers  on  the  part  of  those 
who  had  seen  him  enter  the  flames,  for 
his  long  absence  had  already  cast  a  gloom 
over  those  who  watched  for  him  to  come 
forth. 

"All  are  safe,  Jack;  come  out!"  they 
cried. 

Sympathizing  friends  offered  every  as- 
sistance and  opened  their  homes  to  the 
now  destitute  family.  Mabel  had  saved 
nearly  all  her  clothing,  having  been  the 
first  to  awaken,  and  seemed  to  bear  their 
loss  calmly.  She  was  very  anxious  now 
to  leave  the  spot  which  had  been  their 
home  and  insisted  upon  starting  at  once 
for  Memphis,  to  live  with  her  parents  un- 
til Jack  could  again  re-build.  The  fol- 
lowing morning  Jack  bade  them  good  b] 
and  as  the  train  steamed  out  of  the  st 
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tiou  all  the  brightness  of  life  seemed  to 
go  with  it. 

He  climbed  the  stair  leading  to  the  con- 
ductor's room  and  there  threw  himself 
npon  one  of  the  couches  to  rest — to  think. 
He  had  not  removed  his  clothing  since 
the  fire  and  all  that  he  possessed  he  had 
upon  his  person.  All  that  he  had  accum- 
ulated was  now  gone.  Even  she  who 
■was,  dearer  than  all  else  seemed  forever 
lost.  As  he  lay  thus  he  thought  of  the 
trinkets  he  had  rescued  which  were  hers. 

"They  will  remind  me  of  her  however 
insignificant  they  may  be,"  he  said, 
bringing  forth  now  for  the  first  time  the 
articles  he  had  found  upon  her  dresser 
on  that  terrible  night.  He  smiled  as  he 
noted  several  articles  which  had  been 
used  in  the  arrangement  of  her  hair. 
Then  he  drew  forth  her  wedding  ring. 
Jack  placed  it  to  his  lips  and  said: 

"That  above  all  other  things,"  then 
glancing  at  the  superscription  of  the 
letter. 

"Frederick  Russell.  Belleville,"  he 
gasped. 

"No,  I  will  not  believe  it.  She  is  my 
nife.  I  will  enclose  and  send  it  to  her— 
no,  I  will  not  read  it— I  trust  her  too  im- 
plicitly for  that— but  just  a  glance  at  the 
address,"  he  whispered. 

"Jly  darling  Fred,"  it  read. 

"Am  I  dreaming?  This  is  a  horrible 
nightmare,"  he  said,  pressing  his  hands 
over  his  eyes  as  if  to  shut  out  some  hid- 
eous vision. 

"It  cannot  be,  yet  it  says:" 

"Can  you  ever  forgive  my  rash  act? 
Oh,  bow  bitterly  I  have  repented  our 
quarrel.  I  am  going  home  tomorrow.  It 
would  please  me  very  much  to  see  you 
and  he  assured  that  you  still  love  me.  I 
shall  look  for  you  as  we  pass  through 
Belleville,   I  am  so  unhappy. 

Affectionately  your 
Mabel. 

lack  lay  like  one  dazed.  His  face  did 
not  betray  the  burning  emotions  that 
raged  within  his  breast.  No  outward 
rign  of  grief,  disappointment  or  anger 
manifested  itself  in  that  mobile  counte- 
nance. He  arose  and  placing  the  letter 
again  in  his  bosom,  passed  out  into  the 
hall,  then  approached  a  door  over  which 
&bone  in  gilt  letters  the  word  "Superin- 
tendent." 


A  gentle  "come  in"  came  in  answer  to 
his  knock. 

"Why  Worthington,  1  am  glad  you  have 
come."  It  was  Superintendent  Hardesty 
who  thus  greeted  him.  "Sit  down  here 
by  me-my  boy.  I  learned  of  your  disaster 
and  I  have  a  hearty  sympathy  for  you. 
Can  I  be  of  any  immediate  service  to 
you?"  he  said  kindly. 

"No,  sir;  I  have  not  decided  what  ray 
future  purpose  shall  be." 

"Do  not  be  discouraged,  Jack;  I  realize 
that  your  accumulations  have  all  gone  up 
in  smoke  but  it  might  have  been  worse. 
So  long  as  otir  losses  are  confined  to 
worldly  goods  they  may  be  replaced. 
The  possession  of  worldly  goods  does 
not  constitute  happiness  you  will  find. 
You  have  the  plnck  to  succeed  and  I  have 
long  admired  your  upright  character  and 
tenacity  of  purpose,  and  it  has  been  my 
intention  fpr  some  time  to  show  my  ap- 
preciation in  a  substantial  way,  but  we 
will  speak  of  that  later  on." 

Jack  felt  his  conscience  condemn  him 
as  the  keen  gray  eyes  of  the  white-haired 
old  man  seemed  to  look  him  through. 
But  he  had  come  to  him  with  a  purpose 
born  while  sitting  in  an  adjacent  room 
and  under  a  most  terrible  conflict  of  mind 
in  which  honor  came  out  victorious.  He 
had  even  accepted  his  misfortunes  in  a 
philosophical  light  and  looked  upon  them 
as  an  act  of  Providence  to  save  him  from 
ruin.  And  if  any  one  thing  decided  his 
intentions  to  maintain  his  honor,  it  was 
the  vivid  recollection  of  his  terrible  dream 
and  the  hideous  faces  of  those  who  jeered 
at  him. 

"I  hope,  Jack,  that  my  abrupt  change 
to  business  matters  will  not  disturb  your 
mind  at  present,  but  there  is  a  matter  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  ;  yet  if 
you  desire,  it  may  rest  a  few  days  until 
you  feel  better  prepared  to  discuss  it," 
said  Mr.  Hardesty,  considerately. 

"I  would  like  to  hear  it  now,"  said 
Jack. 

"I  have  here  some  papers  relating  to  a 
shortage  consigned  to  Terry  &  Morris, 
importers,  to.  the  amount  of  $900,  The 
records  show  that  these  goods  were 
shipped  and  checked  in  O.  K.  The  seal 
records  over  the  lines  prior  to  delivery 
to  us  tally  O.  K.  Our  records  show  this  car 
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sealed  by  you  at  every  station  and  de- 
livered sealed  at  destination.  Yet  these 
goods  have  apparently  been  abstracted 
while  en  route  over  our  line.  I  put  you 
on  this  run  to  ferret  out  if  possible,  the 
perpetrator  of  these  robberies.  Have  you 
discovered  anything  which  would  lead 
you  to  believe  that  my  suspicions  are  cor- 
rect or  must  we  look  to  the  point  of  de- 
livery for  these  shortages?" 

"The  shortages  occurred  on  our  line, 
Mr.  Hardesty.  Listen  and  I  will  give  you 
the  result  of  my  discoveries  and  at  the 
same  time  tell  you  a  little  of  my  history 
connected  with  it." 

Then  followed  Jack's  recital  of  every 
detail  connected  with  his  discovery,  not 
even  concealing  his  own  temptation  to 
become  a  criminal  nor  the  reason  which 
prompted  it.  His  candid  confession  to- 
gether with  the  determination  to  main- 
tain his  honor  was  not  lost  upon  the 
superintendent.  He  paced  the  floor  some 
time  in  thought. 

"Jack,  I  appreciate  your  noble  charac- 
ter. I  appreciate  the  struggle  you  have 
made.  I  know  what  contending  emotions 
would  fill  a  man's  mind  under  similar 
conditions.  I  have  only  this  to  say: 
Forever  maintain  your  honor,  forsaking 
all  else  in  the  world  if  placed  against  it 
as  a  sacrifice.  The  crown  is  not  in  the 
beginning  but  in  the  end,"  he  said  lay- 
ing his  hands  upon  Jack's  shoulders. 

"I  will,  sir;  I  look  upon  my  misfortunes 
as  an  act  of  Providence  and  I  assure  you, 
sir,  I  appreciate  your  noble  sentiments 
more  than  I  can  tell  you." 

"I  believe  you,  Jack,  and  now  we  will 
speak  of  what  I  had  in  mind  when  you 
came  in.  And  if  there  lacked  any  reason 
why  I  should  not  have  carried  my  propo- 
sition into  effect  which  I  have  had  in 
mind,  your  own  confession  to  me  today 
has  satisfied  that  reason  and  I  am  now 
satisfied  that  you  possess  a  character 
such  as  I  love  to  associate  with.  I  want 
you  to  go  to  Belleville  tonight  and  report 
to  Mr.  Smith  who  will  instruct  you  in  the 
routine  of  duties  incident  to  the  office  he 
holds.  It  is  my  intention  to  transfer  him 
to  other  duties  and  on  the  first  of  the 
month  you  will  assume  the  position  of 
trainmaster  at  that  place.  Circulars  will 
announce  this  tomorrow.  Do  not  hesitate 
to  call  upon  me  at  any  time  you  need  ad- 


vice. Good  bye,  Jack,  and  good  luck  at- 
tend you." 

Jack  could  hardly  Relieve  his  senses  as 
he  descended  the  stairs. 

"Well,  I've  seen  all  kinds  of  weather  in 
a  few  hours  but  this  last  storm  was  the 
greatest  of  all.  As  I  was  taught  to  ask 
God's  blessing  on  every  great  under- 
taking, I  will  say  right  here:  God  help 
me  to  bear  my  trouble  and  succeed  in 
this— and  help  me  to  forget  her." 

There  were  tears  in  his  eyes  as  he 
moved  down  the  street. 

That  evening  found  Jack  a  passenger 
on  the  train  bound  for  Belleville,  where 
he  was  to  take  up  his  duties  as  train- 
master. He  felt  that  his  journey  was 
taking  him  nearer  to  her  who  had  been 
so  dear  to  him.  Then  he  mused:  would 
she  regret  to  learn  of  his  discovery  of  the 
letter— would  she  ever  come  back  know- 
ing that  he  held  such  proof  of  her  un- 
faithfulness— would  his  promotion  in- 
terest her?  He  put  these  thoughts  aside 
as  he  remembered  his  promise  to  the  old 
gray-haired  man  who  trusted  him. 

They  were  nearing  Belleville  when  he 
felt  an  emergency  application  of  the 
brakes.  He  roused  himself  quickly,  as 
if  anticipating  a  shock  to  follow.  As  the 
train  came  to  a  standstill,  he  noted  the 
hour  was  midnight  and  arose  to  ascer- 
tain the  location  and  cause  of  the  unu- 
sual stop.  As  he  reached  the  platform 
he  heard  the  engineer  say: 

"We  hit  a  horse  and  buggy  back  at  the 
anglin'  crossing.  Guess  we'd  better  back 
up  and  see  if  any  one  is  hurt,  Mart." 

In  answer  to  a  signal  the  train  moved 
slowly  backward  until  the  crossing  was 
reached.  Jack  was  first  to  tear  away  the 
debris  of  the  wrecked  carriage.  A  sick- 
ening sight  met  his  gaze.  It  contained 
a  man  and  a  woman,  both  quite  dead. 
He  pulled  them  from  the  wreckage  and 
laid  them  upon  the  green  sward.  The 
features  of  the  woman  were  so  horribly 
mutilated  that  they  bore  no  resemblance 
to  the  former  self.  As  soon  as  the  names 
of  several  witnesses  had  been  secured 
they  were  placed  in  the  baggage  car  and 
taken  to  Belleville,  now  but  six  miles 
distant. 

On  arrival  at  Belleville  the  news  soon 
spread  that  a  tragedy  had  occurred,  and 
soon  the  platform  was  thronged  with  in- 
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qnisitive  persons  who  gazed  upon  the 
poor  unfortunates.  Soon  one  of  the  num- 
ber exclaimed: 

"The  man  is  Fred  Russell,  without  a 
doubt,  but  I  cannot  rocognize  the  wo- 
man." 

Jack  overheard  the  remark  and  a  chill 
struck  his  heart. 

"Can  it  be  possible?  I  must  learn  the 
truth." 

The  face  was  so  badly  disfigured  that 
recognition  was  impossible.  The  cloth- 
ing was  not  such  as  to  satisfy  his  mind, 
yet  it  bore  a  strange  resemblance  to  hers. 
His  hands  trembled  now  as  if  with  ague 
and  great  beads  of  perspiration  stood 
out  upon  his  brow.   He  lifted  her  hand. 

It  bore  his  engagement  ring.  Then  he 
pitched  heavily  upon  the  floor. 

Tender  hands  of  his  companions  car- 
ried him  into  the  little  office  away  from 
the  gaping  crowd.  When  he  regained 
consciousness  he  gave  no  explanation  to 
those  about  him  of  his  sudden  faintness, 
but  assumed  a  natural  air  and  assured 
them  that  he  was  all  right  again. 

Approaching  the  operator's  table  he 
seized  a  message  blank  and  wrote: 


"June  6,  18-. 
James  G.  Fanning,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Mabel  and  Fred  Russell  killed  tonight 
in  a  carriage  six  miles  from  Belleville. 
Come  take  charge  of  remains. 

John  Worthington," 

"Who  is  she—do  you  know  her?"  said 
the  operator. 

"Yes,  I  knew  her.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  the  addressee.  Did  you  see  a  woman 
arrive  here  yesterday  accompanied  by  a 
servant  and  a  little  boy?"  asked  Jack, 
eagerly. 

"  Yes;  they  were  taken  to  the  Peabody." 

Jack  waited  for  no  more,  but  immedi- 
ately made  his  way  to  the  hotel.  We 
will  draw  the  veil  over  the  touching  scene 
as  he  clasped  his  little  son  to  his  heart. 

Little  is  left  to  tell.  Jack  proved  to  be 
of  the  right  sort,  and  now  occupies  the 
position  of  the  lamented  Mr.  Hardest}'. 

Hogan,  Hoxie  and  Wimple  were  given 
long  sentences  in  penitentiary  for  their 
career  of  crime,  which  extended  over 
many  years. 

Jack's  pride  is  well  placed  in  his  son, 
who  they  say  is  a  chip  from  the  old 
block,  but  he  has  never  found  another  to 
bear  the  honor  of  his  name. 


BY  JOSE  GROS. 


A  German  newspaper  published  in  the 
capital  of  Russia  gave  the  world,  some 
time  ago,  a  satire  of  certain  developments 
in  American  life.  We  hold  it  to  be  very 
useful  for  us  to  know  what  others  think 
of  us,  even  if  they  exaggerate  our  bad 
tendencies  and  overlook  our  good  ones. 
"The  Liberty  Digest"  has  given  us  a 
transaction  of  that  satire.  We  shall  sup- 
press the  most  uncharitable  items  and 
simply  give  the  central  and  least  offen- 
sive ones.   It  is  as  follows: 

"There  was  once  a  little  boy  called 
Freddie.  He  did  much  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  neighborhood  by  fishing  in 
other  people's  private  ponds  and  picking 
other  people's  fruits.  When  scolded  he 
said,  I  am  a  free  citizen.  When  his 
father  was  urged  to  punish  the  boy  he 
said,  I  canot  degrade  a  future  president 


of  the  United  States.  We  cannot 
here  what  is  done  in  enslaved  Eurc 
By  and  by  the  boy  was  placed  under 
shrewd  business  man.  In  due  time  Freddie 
became  shrewder  than  the  old  man,  and 
controlled  the  concern.  Later  on  Freddie 
bought  a  railroad  and  oiled  the  machin- 
ery of  congress  so  that  to  have  tariffs  ex- 
clude everything  he  wished  to  sell  dear, 
and  there  was  no  competition.  And 
Freddie  was  always  pious  and  God  fear- 
ing, and  was  moved  to  tears  when  his 
pastor  in  the  church  spoke  of  divine 
blessings.  Freddie  is  now  busy  making 
his  fiftieth  (50th)  million.  His  latest 
operation  is  that  of  large  profits  from 
sales  of  grain  to  the  starving  millions  in 
India.  Freddie  is  the  pride  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  a  self  made  man  in  the  most 
idealistic  sense  of  the  word."  ■ 
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Before  we  commence  to  give  any  of  our 
views  on  the  above  "satire"  let  us  say 
that  no  American  citizen  has  the  right  to 
blame  anybody  for  the  millions'  he  may 
see  fit  to  accumulate.  He  simply  does 
what  we  tell  him  he  has  a  right  to  do, 
what  almost  every  one  of  ns  shall  do  if  he 
has  any  chance  to  do  it.  Then,  we  mnst 
never  forget  those  solemn  words,  "judge 
not."  Some  men  wonld  like  to  have  those 
words  nsed  as  a  mnzzle  with  which  to 
bind  the  tongue  of  every  citizen,  so  that 
he  should  never  refer  to  any  social 
wrongs.  And  what  are  we  men  but  living 
mummies  if  we  remain  silent  against  the 
sins  of  the  social  fabric  we  live  in?  Our 
most  sacred  duty  is  then  to  judge  our 
race,  our  own  nation,  our  own  selves.  If 
we  don't,  we  become  partners  in  all  the 
iniquities  of  our  own  nation. 

Take  now  the  satire  in  question.  It  can 
only  be  demolished  by  proving  how  some 
men  can  accumulate  millions  in  10,  20  or 
30  years,  as  long  as  the  race  at  large,  in 
the  last  one  or  two  centuries  has  only  been 
able  to  accumulate  at  the  rate  of  $3,000 
per  average  family  group,  when  each  such 
family  represents  not  far  from  two  wealth 
producers,  and  most  of  them  have  hardly 
anything  but  debts  and  rags.    The  $3,000 
we  refer  to  exclude  all  monopoly  values, 
all  land  and  franchise  values  created  by 
monopoly  laws  and  representing  but  the 
Talueof  natural  opportunities,  value  given 
to  the  few  through  laws  of  injustice,  laws 
of  privilege,  the  very  ones  that  govern- 
ment, majorities  even,  have  no  right  to 
enact. 

Do  you  suppose  that  under  a  decent 
progress  it  would  take  one  or  two  solid 
centuries   for   us   to  accumulate  the 
miserable   sum   of    $3,000    average  to 
each  family  group,  with  not  far  from 
two  wealth-producers  for  each,  actual  or 
potential?   A  decent  civilization  would 
accumulate  at  least  ten  times  that  sum  in 
twenty  years.  We  shall  give  data  if  our 
assertion  is  doubted.  And  that  decent 
civilization  would  not  pile  most  of  its 
wealth  in  the  hands  of  a  few  self-made 
men;  self-made  when  most  of  the  rest 
are  not  made  at  all.    A  decent  civiliza- 
tion would  give  wealth  to'  all,  poverty  to 
none.  And  we  are  all  poor  as  long  as  we 
can  only  make  something  of  a  living  by 
permission  of  some  self-made  men. 


But  stop.  We  think  we  hear  the  distant 
squealings  of  many  brethren  saying: 
"And  what  about  those  degraded  creat- 
ures who  don't  want  to  work,  or  waste 
their  earnings  in  vicious  habits?"  Our 
fine  squealers  overlook,  it  seems  to  us, 
the  great  fact  that  it  takes  a  degraded 
progress  to  evolve  degraded  men,  and 
that  only  mummy  citizens,  even  if  loaded 
up  with  millions,  can  perpetuate  a  de- 
graded progress  for  long  centuries. 

Please  remember  that  we  are  judging 
ourselves,  It  is  only  in  that  way  that  we 
can  learn  how  to  behave  and  escape  con- 
demnation. If  somebody  feels  hurt,  we 
,  beg  their  pardon.  We  ourselves  feel  hurt 
and  try  to  bear  our  own  pain  and  un- 
pleasant feelings. 

Those  degraded  creatures,  the  scape 
goats  of  our  own  superior  selves— we' 
often  come  in  contact  with  them,  and  at 
least  in  many  cases  we  find  them  to  be 
the  greatest  workers  that  ever  lived,  the 
greatest  savers  or  economic  creatures 
that  ever  lived,  in  relation  to  the  scanty 
opportunities  that  our  Cain-like  progress 
leaves  to  the  many,  by  simply  letting  the 
few  take  most  of  the  opportunities  that 
a  natural  progress  would  give  to  all. 

Before  any  of  our  readers  desire  to  con- 
trovert some  of  our  preceding  indica- 
tions, or  lay  them  aside  as  foolish  or  un- 
just, let  them  stop  to  see  the  stupidity  of 
that  sentence,  to  be  found  nowhere  on 
earth  but  among  ourselves— "Self-made 
Men."  To  begin  with,  there  may  be 
mighty  few  such  men  who  don't  need  to 
be  ashamed  of  many  and  many  mean  per- 
sonal acts  between  the  age  of  20  and  60, 
if  not  before  and  after  the  two  extremes 
when  most  of  us  can  accomplish  any- 
thing good  or  bad.  Then,  what  propor- 
tion of  self-made  men  have  done  their 
best  to  be  honest  citizens  and  so  have 
stood  for  an  honest  civilized  status;  one 
that  should  give  to  all  men  the  natural 
rights  that  God  gives  to  them?  We  de- 
mand a  precise  answer  to  that  question. 
Are  we  unreasonable  in  that?  Until  a 
full,  satisfactory  answer  has  been  given, 
proving  the  logic  and  sense  of  those 
words— "Self-made  Men"— until  then,  we 
can  hardly  blame  most  foreign  nations 
for  not  thinking  that  we  are  any  better 
than  themselves?  Who  after  all  can  be  self- 
made  but  God  himself?  In  so  far  as  we  try 
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to  realize  divine  ideals,  we  are  made  by 
God.  In  so  far  as  we  give  the  cold  shoul- 
der to  divine  ideals,  we  are  made  by 
Mammon.  There  is  no  middle  term  be- 
tween those  two  ideals.  The  ego,  the 
self,  apart  from  humanity,  what  is  he, 
despite  all  his  wealth  or  power  in  any 
sense?  Would  he  be  able  to  accumulate 
any  wealth  away  from  humanity?  Would  he 
be  able  to  exercise  any  power  away  from 
man?  Not  even  the  brightest  fellow  that 
ever  existed  could  have  climbed  up  in 
any  sense  whatever  without  the  direct  or 


indirect  help  of  other  men.   How  often 
in  business  the  concern  worth  one  million 
would  go  to  pieces  if  it  could  not  have, 
say  $20,000  for  a  few  weeks  from  a  con- 
cern worth  but  $200,000?  And  beyond  a  j 
certain  point,  the  job  of  wealth-getting  La  i 
only  possible  in  proportion  to  the  stn- . 
pidity  of  the  working  masses  in  the  re- J 
spective  nation.    In  a  social  compact 
composed  of  real  free  men,  no  one  would 
ever  be  more  than  two  or  three  times  as 
wealthy  as  the  average  honest  worker, 
that  is  why  we  prefer  present  conditions. 


THE  CONDUCTORS  DREAn* 

MARY  A.  DENISON. 


Conductor  Ben— as  he  was  generally 
called— was  a  handsome,  florid,  smiling 
giant,  six  feet  two,  correspondingly  broad 
chested,  of  fine  proportions,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  favorites  on  the  road. 

Instinctively,  children  looked  up  to 
him  and  smiled.  The  lady  passengers 
knew  that  in  him  they  had  a  sympathizing 
listener,  for  he  was  a  gentleman  to  his 
very  finger  tips,  and  all  the  employes  on 
the  train  were  proud  to  do  him  a  service. 
His  clear  blue  eye,  his  low,  musical 
voice,  his  quick  smile,  illumining  every 
feature,  all  united  to  make  him  the  gen- 
eral favorite  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren. 

"I  don't  know  what's  the  matter  with 
Ben,"  Conductor  Cart  right  said,  one 
morning  to  one  of  the  habitues  of  the 
train. 

"Why?  What  do  you  mean?"  was  the 
returning  question. 

"The  man  is  blue.  I  never  saw  him 
blue  before.  He  is  always  the  life  of  the 
train.   Here  he  comes." 

"Hello,  Massenger,"  said  Ben,  as  he 
came  along,  but  there  was  gloom  in  his 
eye  The  lines  of  his  face  were  nervously 
drawn — particularly  around  the  mouth. 

"Hello,  Ben— all  right  today?" 

"Oh,  yes— I  suppose  so— but— well— 
I've  felt  strange  all  day.  You  see  I  had 
a  dream,"  he  went  on,  hesitatingly. 
"Pshaw!  dreams  are  nothing— and  yet"— 
he  looked  up,  his  lips  were  quivering. 


There  was  almost  the  suggestion  of  tears 
as  his  eyes  fell,  and  he  set  his  jaws  hard. 

"What  was  your  dream,  pard?"  asked 
Massenger.  "This  is  an  off  day  with  me, 
you  know,  and  there's  still  half  an  hour 
till  the  starting  of  the  train.  Tell  me;  I 
may  make  you  feel  better.   Out  with  it." 

Conductor  Ben  looked  at  the  group  of 
faces  outside  the  closed  gates— the  men 
with  bags  and  bundles,  the  women  with 
bags  and  boxes  and  babies  beside,  the 
restless  children  pressing  their  faces 
against  the  cold  iron,  the  rustle,  hustle 
and  confusion  of  porters  with  trunks  and 
porters  with  barrows. 

"Let's  go  a  little  further  down  the 
platform,"  he  said,  and  then  I  dare  say  I 
shall  be  foolish  enough  to  tell  you." 

The  two  men  walked  off,  out  of  the 
noise  of  an  incoming  train,  steam, 
whistles  and  bells,  till  they  stopped  at  a 
comparatively  quiet  spot. 

"This  dream,"  Ben  said,  thoughtfully, 
touching  a  brass  button  on  his  friend's 
uniform,  "has  made  a  fool  of  me.  You — 
you've  seen  my  wife  and  child?" 

"Why,  certainly  I  have,  and  a  sight 
good  to  see.  The  little  one  is  an  angel 
of  beauty  and  " 

"Not  an  angel,  for  God's  sake;  don't 
say  that,  for  that  was  my  dream,"  and 
Conductor  Ben  squared  his  shoulders 
and  tightened  his  lips.  "You  see  it  was 
this  way:  I  dreamed  I  went  home  and 
every  window  in  my  house  was  shrouded 
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I  black.  Horrible  sight!  Something  I 
an  never  forget.  I'm  not  superstitious — 
t  least  I  never  thought  I  was— but  it 
irned  the  blood  in  my  veins  to  ice,  he- 
re I  entered  the  house,  which  was 
Berted.  I  went  through  room  after 
torn,  calling  the  names  of  my  wife  and 
lid,  but  there  was  no  answer.  Every 
im  was  empty.  Then  1  cried  louder, 
one  in  a  frenzy,  and  presently  a 
t  voice  said,  'Father!'  It  was  above 
and  I  looked  up.  There  were  wife  . 
id  child  floating,  floating  upward,  fur- 
her  and  further  away,  but  still  holding 
fat  pleading  arms  to  me,  while  I  was 
jtetened  as  by  chains  to  this  lower  earth, 
tad  could  neither  move  nor  speak.  God! 
pe  very  tenor  of  it  thrills  me  from  head 
bfoot,  even  now." 

["Yes,  man,  bnt  it  was  only  a  dream," 
id  Massenger,  unwilling  to  let  his 
d  see  how  the  man's  anguish  had 
sed  him.  "I've  always  heard  that 
s  go  by  contraries.  According  to 
t  one,  you  should  be  going  up,  and 
others  watching  you.  The  black 
^indows  meant  that  when  you  see  them 
?H  be  all  alight.  Oh,  come;  I  don't 
Seve  in  dreams;  had  a  good  many  bad 
in  my   time.     Nothing   came  of 

'But  it's  the  horror  of  the  feeling  that 
sses  me,"  said  the  other.  "I  never 
so  wretched  in  my  life.  And  it  grows 
imme;  it  tingles  in  my  veins;  it  makes 
very  Sogers  nerveless.  I  can  hear 
ing  but  my  child  calling  me;  I  can 
see  my  wife's  agonized  face.  Mas- 
r,  something  has  happened  to  one 
th.  They  haunt  me,  they  haunt  me. 
all  an  nerved.  How  i"  shall  get 
"rough  that  stretch  of  sixty  miles  after 
We  leave  Bender  Station,  I  don't  know, 
shall  feel  like  throwing  myself  bodily 
dtu  the  cars," 

"That  would  be  foolish,  Ben,  but  see 
ere.  To  all  intents  and  purposes  you're 
*Mclc  man.  Let  me  take  your  place  from 
Bender  Stai ion.  1  go  forty  of  the  sixty 
miles  and  get  off  at  Rour.dsville.  The 
twenty  miles  will  be  of  little  ac- 
it.  You  get  off  at  Bender  Station 
*nd  go  home;  get  your  wife  to  give  you 
•Graething  hot  and  go  to  bed.  You'll  be 
right  in  the  morning,  and  nary 
one  of  you  an  angel  yet,  nor  for  some 


time  to  come,  please  God.  How  does 
that  strike  you?" 

"It  strikes  me  that  I'm  a  big  coward, 
Massenger.  By  Jove,  I  never  shirked 
duty  before,  and  I  don't  like  to  do  it 
now." 

"It's  the  only  way  I  can  see  out  for 
you,  my  dear  fellow.  As  I  said,  you  are 
sick,  soul  and  body.  You  want  nursing. 
One  need  only  to  look  in  your  face  to  see 
it.  You  had  better  get  off,  as  I  said,  at 
the  station,  and  it's  no  shirk,  for  I  will 
assume  the  responsibility." 

The  two  were  walking  now,  back  and 
forth,  for  time  which  never  lags  for  the 
most  inveterate  pessimist  was  visibly 
shortening.  There  was  a  hum  among 
the  crowds,  a  rush  as  the  gates  were 
opened,  and  the  motley  throng  buzzed  in, 
breasting  the  inevitable  jam,  and  pressed 
along  toward  the  particular  cars  that 
awaited  them. 

"Massenger,  I  believe  I'll  take  your 
advice,"  said  Conductor  Ben,  as  they 
moved  now  toward  the  cars.  "I  wouldn't 
blame  you  if  you  thought  me  a  con- 
founded fool,  though,"  he  went  on,  "and 
I  think  worse  than  that  of  myself. 
Still  " 

"You  are  no  more  a  fool  than  I  should 
be,  under  the  same  conditions,"  said 
Massenger,  "so  don't  say  another  word. 
I'll  wire  you  from  our  place  and  you  can 
wire  back.  I  hope  the  bearings  won't 
get  as  hot  as  they  did  yesterday — two 
boxes  ablaze  when  they  ran  into  Jersey, 
ran  that  way  the  whole  length  of  a  divi- 
sion.   Step  lively.   All  aboard." 

Conductor  Ben  went  his  rounds  with  a 
pre-occupied  air,  and  eyes  that  saw  abso- 
lutely nothing  but  the  faces  of  his  wife 
and  child  floating  in  the  dim  ether  far, 
far  above  him.  When  the  cars  stopped 
at  Bender  Station,  Massenger  came 
along. 

"It's  all  right,"  he  said.  "I'll  hold  the 
record  for  the  next  hour.  Good  night 
and  good  luck." 

"Thank  you,  my  good  friend,"  Ben 
said,  as  he  lowered  himself.  "Just  wait 
till  I  can  do  a  favor  for  you." 

"By  the  way,  remember  me  to  the 
household,"  laughed  Massenger,  "I'll  be 
bound  they'll  not  be  sorry  to  see  you." 

It  was  cloudy,  but  every  little  while  a 
full  moon  dipped  under  the  flying  scud 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J 

a 

I 

Si 
II 

5  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


20 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


and  shone  beautifully  upon  the  wayside 
station.  The  man  in  charge,  swinging 
a  lantern,  recognized  him  and  bowed  and 
chuckled. 

"Off  before  your  time,  ain't  ye,  Cap- 
tain?" he  asked. 

"Yes,  a  little,"  Ben  answered.  Only 
the  difference  of  a  few  hours,"  he  added. 
"I  suppose  the  folks  are  all  well." 

"Fur's  I  know,  Cap'n,"  was  the  re- 
sponse. "The  jedge  didn't  come,  did 
he?" 

"He  wasn't  aboard  the  train,"  said 
Ben. 

"Thought  he  was  to  take  the  special," 
said  the  station  master;  "always  does." 

"Well,  he  didn't  tonight,"  Ben  an- 
swered, and  stepped  from  the  platform, 
singularly  conscious  with  the  first  pres- 
sure of  mother  earth  that  all  his  nervous- 
ness was  gone. 

"I  was  a  blanked  fool,"  he  said,  solilo- 
quizing, "to  let  that  dream  make  me  mis- 
erable. Well,  I  can't  help  it  now,  only 
Massenger  will  laugh." 

The  sound  of  approaching  wheels 
reached  his  ear.  Presently  a  top-buggy 
drove  up  and  stopped. 

"That  you,  Captain?"  called  a  manly 
young  voice.  "Didn't  father  come  in 
this  train?" 

"No,"  said  Ben,  "the  judge  wasn't  on 
board;  did  you  expect  him?" 

"That's  what  he  wrote,"  said  the  young 
fellow,  looking  out  and  along  the  track. 
"Rather  strange,  but  he  does  make  a 
stop-over  occasionally.  Get  in,  Captain, 
and  I'll  drive  you  home." 

"Thanks,"  said  the  conductor,  as  he 
availed  himself  of  the  invitation. 

"It's  not  your  usual  time  either,  is  it?" 
the  young  fellow  asked,  as  he  turned  the 
old  gray's  head;  "at  least  I  don't  remem- 
ber ever  meeting  you  at  this  hour." 

The  blood  rushed  to  Ben's  face,  and 
again  he  anathematized  himself  for  a 
fool. 

"1— had  an  errand"— he  said,  leisurely, 
"and  took  this  opportunity.  I  suppose 
everybody  is  well,"  he  went  on,  assuming 
a  lighter  tone. 

"Oh,  yes;  healthiest  town  on  the  county 
map,"  was  the  answer,  as  the  young  man 
flicked  at  the  shadows  with  his  whip. 
"Dead  slow,  though.  Wouldn't  mind  it 
if  I  could  get  off  every  week,  as  you  do. 


Hy,  Dick!  He  scares  at  nothing.  Here 
we  are,  pretty  near  home." 

Ben  looked  out  through  the  interlacing 
branches  of  the  road-side  trees.  Yes, 
one  could  see  spots  of  red,  and  now  the 
windows  came  in  view,  brightly  lighted. 
With  that  sight  the  last  remnants  of 
Ben's  heart-sickness  rolled  away,  and  he 
had  all  he  could  do  inventing  an  excuse 
for  his  unexpected  home-coming  as  he 
left  the  buggy,  and  with  a  quick  "good 
night  and  thank  you,"  went  toward  his 
own  doorstep. 

"Oh,  it's  my  papa!"  a  sweet,  childish 
treble  rang  out,  and  there  in  the  door- 
way, framed  in  the  light  that  flooded  the 
room  beyond,  stood  his  wife,  and  beside 
her  a  beautiful  child,  with  Ben's  own  blue 
eyes  and  her  hair  floating  in  curls  from  a 
white  brow. 

"Why,  Ben!  you  scared  me  at  first," 
said  his  wife,  reaching  on  tip-toe  to  kiss 
him,  for  she  was  a  tiny  creature,  pretty 
and  sylph-like.  "How  came  you  home  so 
early?" 

"I  got  off  on  the  down  train,"  said 
Ben,  feeling  meaner  and  meaner,  know- 
ing that  he  had  no  rational  excuse. 
"Massenger  was  on  and— he— took  my 
place  for  tonight.  Good  fellow,  that  Mas- 
senger." 

"Indeed  he  is,  and  I'm  so  glad!  I  see 
now  why  I  waited  supper.  Baby  and  I 
went  out  nutting  this  morning  and  had 
such  a  late  dinner  that  we  put  off  tea. 
Now  you  can  take  it  with  us,  You're 
sure  you're  not  sick,"  and  she  scanned 
his  flushed  face  anxiously. 

"Not  in  the  least,"  said  Ben,  trying  to 
speak  in  his  own  hearty  fashion,  but 
making  it  a  lamentable  failure,  on  ac- 
count of  several  inwardly  directed  kicks 
at  himself. 

"Why,  Ben,  it's  the  first  time  in  six 
years  that  we've  taken  tea  together.  Yon 
won't  want  your  hot  little  supper  at  ten." 

"No  indeed,"  was  Ben's  answer,  as  he 
caught  up  the  little  girl  at  the  close  of 
the  meal.  "Sunshine  and  I  are  going  to 
have  a  good  time  togetner.  Come,  baby, 
what  shall  it  be,  dominoes,  or  a  ride  on 
horseback?" 

"Dominoes,"  said  the  child,  and  ran 
eagerly  to  get  a  much-valued  set,  her  last 
Christmas  gift. 

Mrs.  Ben  watched  thorn,  still  wonder- 
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ing  what  had  brought  her  husband  home 
so  early.  For  the  life  of  her  she  could 
not  help  a  hardly-concealed  anxiety. 
There  was  something  about  her  Ben's 
manner  that  puzzled  her.  She  knew  his 
temperament  by  heart  and  tonight  he  was 
not  himself.  Except  when  he  talked  to 
the  child  he  seemed  preoccupied,  uneasy, 
and  often  she  asked  herself,  "I  wonder 
what  he  came  so  early  for?" 

Settled  down  in  her  chair,  however, 
with  her  baskets  of  pretty  wools  about 
her  and  a  real  work  of  art  in  her  hands, 
she  gradually  merged  her  anxiety  into 
a  definable  pleasure,  and  wished  that  she 
could  spend  every  evening  as  delight- 
fully. 

It  was  nearing  ten  o'clock  when  there 
came  a  violent  pull  at  the  bell. 

"Shouldn't  wonder  if  it's  a  telegram 
from  Massenger,"  said  Ben,  who,  after 
the  little  one  had  been  tucked  away  in 
bed,  had  seated  himself  at  his  wife's 
side,  with  the  evening  paper  in  his  hand. 

He  went  to  the  door.  Yes,  it  was  a 
telegram.  He  took  it  into  the  light  and 
the  boy  waited.  The  paper  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Conductor  Ben: 

Train  derailed  between  here  and  the 
next  stop,  ten  miles  off.  Two  conductors 
killed  and  thirty  passengers  killed  and 
wounded.  That's  why  you  stepped  out. 
Thank  God  for  the  dream!" 

"Oh,  how  dreadful!" 


Ben's  wife  had  read  it  all  over  his 
shoulder— perhaps  it  would  be  safer  to 
say  under  his  arm— but  at  all  events  she 
read  it  in  some  fashion.  Ben  wrote  in 
great  haste  on  the  back  of  a  letter: 

"Will  see  you  tomorrow,  on  the  ten- 
twenty.  God  help  us,  what  news!  Found 
all  sate  and  well.  I  recognize  the  provi- 
dence. Ben." 

"What  does  he  mean  by  the  dream, 
dear?"  asked  little  Mrs.  Ben,  her  face 
white  and  startled. 

"I  never  meant  to  tell  you  what  a  fool 
I  made  of  myself,"  said  Conductor  Ben, 
and  then  he  told  her  his  dream  and  sub- 
sequent suffering.  Before  he  was  through 
the  wife  was  sobbing  on  his  breast,  cling- 
ing' to  him  as  if  her  life  depended  on  his 
nearness. 

"Once  or  twice  I  have  imagined  that," 
she  said.  "Oh,  if  they  had  brought  you 
home"— and  then  she  sobbed  with  her 
arms  close  clasped  about  him. 

Only  the  men  themselves  could  in- 
terpret the  look  with  which  Ben  and 
Massenger  met,  on  the  following  day, 
on  the  morning  train. 

"Worse  than  we  thought,"  the  latter 
said,  with  blanched  lips— thirty  kiried 
and  twenty  wounded.  You  were  saved  as 
by  a  miracle." 

"Thank  God  for  the  d*  earn,"  said  Ben, 
with  a  long-drawn  breath,  and  the  next 
minute  he  was  calling  out,  "Tickets, 
please." 


flNTBRESTlNG 

The  manufacturing  and  farming  inter- 
ests seem  to  be  about  equally  benefited 
by  the  increased  export  trade  with  Porto 
Kico  which  has  followed  the  Porto  Rican 
tariff  act.  That  act  went  into  effect  May 
1. 1900,  and  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Sta- 
tistics has  just  completed  the  figures 
covering  the  five  months  of  our  com- 
merce since  that  act  became  operative. 
These  figures  show  that  the  exports  to 
the  island  from  May  1,  1900,  to  October  1, 
1900,  were  $2,754,205,  against  $7,68,802  in 
the  same  months  of  1897,  the  last  year  in 
which  Porto  Rico  was  under  the  Spanish 
flag,  or  nearly  four  times  as  much  in  the 


eight  months  of  1900  as  in  the  corre- 
sponding eight  months  of  1897.  All  the 
great  classes  of  manufactures  show  a 
marked  increase  in  1900,  as  compared 
with  1897,  and  so  do  all  the  great  classes 
of  agricultural  products. 

This  remarkable  growth  in  our  exports 
to  Porto  Rico  is  especially  interesting 
and  somewhat  surprising  in  view  of  the 
statements  made  during  the  discussions 
of  the  Porto  Rican  act,  which  indicated 
that  owing  to  the  destruction  of  crops 
and  property  in  Porto  Rico  by  the  hurri- 
cane of  August,  1900,  the  people  of  that 
island  would  have  little  to  sell  and  prac- 
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tically  nothing  with  which  to  buy.  Yet  the 
imports  into  the  United  States  from  the 
island  have  more  than  doubled  in  the  five 
months  since  the  act  went  into  effect,  as 
compared  with  the  same  months  of  1897, 
and  the  exports  to  the  island,  as  already 
shown,  have  nearly  quadrupled. 

The  list  of  imports  is  very  much 
smaller  than  that  of  exports,  the  chief 
items  being  sugar,  hides,  tobacco  and 
coffee.  The  list  of  exports  includes  a 
very  large  number  of  articles,  among 
them  being  agricultural  implements, 
books,  maps  and  engravings,  corn,  meal, 
flour,  candles,  chemicals  of  various  kinds, 
coal,  cotton  goods  of  all  classes,  and 
especially  cloths,  dried  fish,  gunpowder, 
builders'  hardware,  electrical  machinery, 
cutlery,  pumps  and  pumping  machinery, 
steel  rails,  nails,  pipes  and  fittings,  and 
numerous  other  manufactures  of  iron 
and  steel,  boots  and  shoes,  harness  and 
saddles,  paper  of  various  grades,  rice, 
vegetables,  manufactures  of  wood  and 
many  other  articles. 

More  than  a  hundred  million  dollars' 
worth  of  India  rubber  has  been  imported 
into  the  United  States  during  the  past 
four  years,  and  JPQre  than  sixty  million 
dollars'  worth  in  tne  last  two  years.  A 
decade  ago  the  annual  importations  of 
India  rubber  amounted  to  about  $15,000,- 
000,  now  they  exceed  $30,000,000,  and  are 
steadily  increasing.  Practically  all  of 
the  importations  of  rubber  come  in  the 
crude  form  for  use  of  manufacturers, 
who  are  constantly  extending  its  applica- 
tion to  various  new  lines  of  industry. 
Northern  Brazil,  Southern  Mexico,  the 
West  Indies,  Central  Africa,  India,  the 
Straits  Settlements  and  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  supply  this  increasingly  important 
feature  of  our  importations.  Probably  no 
single  article  has  made  a  more  rapid 
growth  in  its  relations  to  manufactures, 
and  consequently  commerce  in  the  past 
few  years  than  rubber.  As  a  consequence 
attention  is  now  being  given  to  the  culti- 
vation and  systematic  production  of  the 
various  plants  and  trees  from  which  it 
can  be  produced. 

The  above  statement  is  suggested  by 
the  receipt  by  the  Treasury  Bureau  of 
Statistics  of  a  publication  detailing  the 
systematic  efforts  being  made  for  the  cul- 


tivation of  India  rubber  trees  and  plants 
in  the  British  colonies,  especially  those 
of  Central  and  South  Africa.  This, 
coupled  with  the  well  known  fact  that  our 
own  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
already  begun  experiments  and  inquiries 
in  this  line  in  the  island  territories  of  the 
United  States,  adds  greatly  to  the  interest 
in  this  question  and  to  the  possibility 
that  the  $30,000,000  a  year  which  we  are 
now  sending  out  of  the  country  for  this 
product  may  be  expended  among  Ameri- 
can producers.  The  fact  that  Southern 
Mexico  and  Central  America  are  natural 
producers  of  india  rubber  in  considerable 
and  increasing  quantities,  and  that  large 
quantities  are  produced  in,  and  exported 
from  the  islands  and  mainland  immed- 
iately adjacent  to  the  Philippines  sug- 
gests great  possibilities  in  this  line,  both 
in  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  in  the  Hawaiian 
and  Philippine  Islands. 

India  rubber  is  not,  as  is  generally  sup- 
posed, the  product  of  a  single  tree,  but 
on  the  contrary  is  produced  from  a  va- 
riety of  trees  and  plants.  Some  of  these 
flourish  only  in  a  moist  soil  and  atmos- 
phere, while  others  thrive  on  stony  soil, 
provided  they  receive  ample  though  in- 
termittent rainfall;  though  in  all  cases  a 
tropical  or  subtropical  climate  is  requi- 
site. Most  of  the  india  rubber  of  South 
and  Central  America  and  India  is  from 
trees,  but  in  the  islands  of  the  Indian 
Archipelago  the  supply  of  rubber  is 
chiefly  from  a  gigantic  creeper,  which  in 
five  years'  growth  attains  a  length  of  200 
feet  and  from  20  to  30  inches  in  circum- 
ference, and  which  yields  annually  from 
50  to  60  pounds  of  caoutchouc.  Java, 
Sumatra,  Penang,  Singapore  and  French 
Indo  China  are  already  large  producers 
of  crude  india  rubber  or  caoutchouc,  and 
its  production  in  the  West  Indies  has  been 
sufficient  to  indicate  the  entire  practica- 
bility of  its  being  made  an  important  in- 
dustry in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  as  well 
as  in  the  Hawaiian,  Philippine  and  Sa- 
moan  Islands. 

* 

The  American  workman  is  contributing 
more  than  a  million  dollars  a  day  to  the 
export  trade  of  the  United  States.  The 
products  of  American  workshops  ex- 
ported during  the  nine  months  ending 
with  September,  1900,  amount  in  value  to 
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$338,678,243,  or  considerably  more  than  an 
average  of  one  million  dollars  a  day  for 
each  day,  including  Sundays  and  holi- 
days. Counting  only  working  days,  the 
contribution  of  American  workshops  and 
workmen  to  the  export  trade  of  the  United 
States  averages  a  million  and  a  half  dol- 
lars daily.  This  grand  total  of  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  million  dollars  of 
exports  of  manufactures  in  the  nine 
months  ending  with  September,  1900,  is 
three  times  as  great  as  in  the  correspond- 
ing months  of  1890  and  nearly  two  and 
one-half  .times  as  great  as  in  the  same 
months  of  1895.  In  1890  the  exports  of 
manufactures  in  the  nine  months  ending 
with  September  amounted  to  $113,899,554; 
in  1895  they  amounted  in  the  correspond- 
ing months  to  $145,793,834,  and  in  the 
same  months  of  1900  they  were  $338,678,- 
243.  This  shows  a  gain  of  $32,000,000  in 
the  five  years  from  1890  to  1895,  and  of 
$192,000,000  in  the  five  years  from  1895  to 
1900. 
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Every  industry  contributes  to  this  vast 
aggregation  of  American  manufactures, 
which  bring  into  the  United  States  from 
other  parts  of  the  world  more  than  a 
million  dollars  daily.  The  various  man- 
ufactures of  iron  and  steel  exported  in 
the  nine  months  ending  with  September 
last  brought  to  the  United  States  $97,313,- 
080;  the  refined  mineral  oil  exported  dur- 
ing the  same  period  brought  $52,046,134; 
copper  and  manufactures  thereof,  $46,- 
299,392;  wood  and  manufactures  of,  $40,- 
355,547;  leather  and  manufactures  of,  in- 
cluding boots  and  shoes,  $19,870,691;  man- 
ufactures of  cotton,  $16,614,906;  agricul- 
tural implements,  $14,396,787;  chemicals, 
drugs  and  dyes,  $10,214,414;  carriages, 
cars  and  other  vehicles,  $8,214,681;  paraf- 
fine  and  paraffine  wax,  $6,024,737;  paper  and 
manufactures  of,  $5,155,915,  and  manu- 
factures of  tobacco,  $4,348,306,  while  hun- 
dreds of  other  articles  contribute  in  sums 
ranging  from  a  million  dollars  down 
ward. 


THE  FIRST  SNOW. 


I  cannot  say  I  welcome  yon.  first  snow, 
lost  as  I  did  when  I  was  young,  yon  know: 
And  snow  seemed  but  a  fleeting  winter  Joy 
To  charm  the  outdoor  hours  of  a  boy. 
For  then  I  felt  no  rigors  of  the  cold 
Such  as  attack  me  now  that  I've  grown  old. 


Wet  feet,  or  dry.  I  thrived  like  green  bay  tree: 

Prom  colds  and  coughs  and  pains  and  aches  full  free. 

Through  all  I  never  lost  a  healthy  flush— 

I  even  revelled  in  a  heap  of  slush ! 

Since  then,  with  growing  age.  I've  learned  to  fear 

The  snow  and  icy  season  of  the  year. 

In  looking  back  on  coasting  days  I  shrink 

To  see  how  close  I  stood  upon  the  brink 

Of  all  the  ills  I  brave  now.  do  I  dare 

To  take  a  single  breath  of  cold,  fresh  air. 

Now.  did  I  coast  or  wage  a  snowball  fight. 

Then  would  I  cough  and  shiver  through  the  night: 

Or  play  in  slush— no  power  on  earth  could  save 
Me  from  a  hasty  and  typhoidic  grave. 
For  all  of  which  I  blame  you  not.  first  snow: 
You  can't  do  otherwise-yon  do  not  know. 
Yet.  as  I  see  your  first  flakes  flut'ring  fast. 
I  breathe  a  hearty  prayer  they'll  be  the  last! 

-Philadelphia  North  American. 
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In  extending  to  each  of  our  readers  the 
greetings  of  a  new  year  and  a  new  cen- 
tury, we  feel  that  all  alike  share  the  belief 
that  there  lies  before  us  another  year  as 
full  of  incidents  conducive  to  our  welfare 
as  the  one  just  closed  which  fittingly 
marked  the  close  of  the.  last  year  in  the 
last  century..  Within  nearly  every  Divi- 
sion room  lies  a  fitting  memorial  of  our 
labor  as  an  organization  which  through 
the  combined  efforts  of  our  committees 
and  Grand  Officers,  and  supported  by 
every  man  who  has  taken  our  obligation, 
has  brought  to  us  better  wages,  better 
conditions,  and  surrounded  our  families 
with  comforts  they  never  knew  before. 
While  it  is  true  that  that  memorial  does 
not  include  all  roads  in  the  country  nor 
present  a  general  equitable  rate  of  pay,  it 
is  full  of  inspiration  and  stands  as  a 
monument  to  the  untiring  devotion  of  our 
committees  and  the  loyalty  of  the  mem- 
bers who  accomplished  the  same.  It  af- 
fords a  precedent  that  will  not  only  in- 
spire those  who  do  not  now  enjoy  the  full 
fruits  of  their  labor  to  compete  for  their 
reward,  but  will  prove  a  lever  to  obtain 
by  reason  of  the  nature  of  its  provisions 
on  other  lines. 

The  steady  increase  in  not  only  mem- 
bership, but  in  Divisions  as  well,  has  a 
pleasant  significance  as  we  begin  the 
new  century.  The  interest  taken  by  the 
members  in  every  matter  relating  to  our 
government  and  the  good  of  the  Order 
generally,  augur  well  for  an  institution 
that  may  well  be  said  to  be  yet  in  its 
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infancy.  The  possibilities  for  general 
good  are  unlimited,  and  with  the  same 
careful,  conservative  methods  that  have 
been  employed  in  raising  us  to  the  state 
of  eminence  we  now  enjoy,  we  may 
reasonably  hope  to  reach  the  highest 
pinnacle  that  it  is  possible  for  labor  to 
reach.  That  we  have  devoted  our  efforts 
on  commendable  lines  is  evident  from  the 
successes  and  distinctions  we  enjoy.  A 
careful  observance  of  the  same  policy  is 
therefore  necessary  to  the  furtherance  of 
our  Order's  welfare  and  it  behooves  every 
member  to  lend  his  assistance  to  this  end. 

While  we  have  reason  to  look  back  with 
pleasure  upon  many  events  in  the  past 
year  we  have  also  been  called  to  mourn 
for  those  who  have  crossed  the  great  di- 
vide into  that  eternity  into  which  the 
souls  of  those  who  once  commingled  with 
us  have  gone.  We  can  not  close  the  cen- 
tury without  paying  some  tribute  to  those 
who  labored  with  us  and  who  were  our 
Brothers  even  though  it  revive  recollec- 
tions that  are  sad  to  us.  Let  their  earnest 
endeavors  be  a  reminder  to  so  consecrate 
ourselves  to  the  noble  work  of  the  Order 
that  the  memory  of  each  shall  constitute 
a  monument  to  the  Order  and  stimulate  us 
in  the  faithful  performance  of  every  duty. 

We  extend  to  each  and  every  member 
the  greetings  of  a  happy  new  year  and 
trust  that  each  may  renew  within  himself 
the  determination  to  devote  himself  more 
assiduously  to  the  interests  of  the  Order 
and  thus  feel  its  beneficent  influence 
which  loyalty  alone  insures  toj$g[e 
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WHERE  THE  CREDIT  BELONGS. 


A  number  of  newspapers  throughout 
the  country  are  enlarging  upon  the  merits 
of  the  rule  adopted  by  the  Burlington 
system  which  prohibits  its  employes  from 
partaking  of  intoxicating  liquors  while 
on  duty,  or  from  frequenting  places  where 
it  is  sold.  The  rule  further  provides  that 
tobacco  shall  not  be  used  about  passen- 
ger stations  or  on  its  passenger  trains  by 
its  employes. 

To  members  of  the  Order  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  subject  at  this  late  date  as  a 
matter  of  news  or  as  a  new  innovation  to 
better  the  service,  is  rather  stale.  To  the 
men  themselves  belongs  the  credit  of 
pioneering  the  noble  resolution  to  stamp 
out  every  vice  that  has  left  a  stain  upon 
the  name  of  railroad  men.  It  is  not  long 
since,  and  entirely  within  the  recollection 
of  many  men  in  active  service,  that  not 
only  the  employes  of  many  lines  of  railway 
in  the  United  States,  but  officials  as  well, 
were  permitted  the  free  and  unrestricted 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  If  the  public 
are  inclined  to  give  the  credit  to  the  rail- 
way companies,  that  in  this  latter  day  are 
posting  restrictive  notices,  will  stop  to 
think  of  the  terrible  influence  that  liquor 
wields  over  the  poor  victim  who  has  been 
its  slave,  and  of  the  thousands  of  men 
who  were  addicted  to  its  use  only  a  few 
years  ago,  they  must  know  that  some  in- 
fluence far  superior  to  that  of  a  company's 
prohibitive  notice  has  pioneered  the  way 
that  makes  the  observance  of  those  rules 
so  generally  recognized.  There  were 
among  us  those  who  foresaw  all  the  evils 
arising  out  of  the  use  of  intoxicants,  and 
who  assiduously  devoted  themselves  to 
the  noble  and  glorious  purpose  of  raising 
his  fellow  man  and  Brother  in  accordance 
with  the  precepts  of  our  institution.  Our 
Order  has  within  its  ranks  today  mission- 
aries, who  are  still  at  work  to  this  same 
end,  and  upon  whom  devolves  the  credit 
of  the  emancipation  that  is  erroneously 
credited  to  the  influence  of  the  pro- 
hibitive orders  issued  by  our  several  rail- 
roads. 

But  from  whatsoever  influence  came 
the  marked  change  in  the  character  of  the 
personnel  of  the  men  employed  on  our 
railroads,  it  is  to  be  appreciated  most 


heartily.  That  the  restrictive  and  pro- 
hibitive notices  posted  by  the  several 
companies  are  influential  in  furthering  the 
work  that  the  Order  has  begun,  we  do  not 
deny.  We  welcome  any  auxiliary;  but  let 
it  be  understood  that  the  general  tempera- 
ment of  men  in  train  service  is  such  that 
they  do  not  yield  readily  to  being  driven, 
whether  from  faults  acquired  or  into 
propositions  which  affect  their  rights, 
and  we  would  have  the  public  understand 
that  if  any  credit  attaches  itself  in  any 
connection  that  it  must  go  to  the  men 
who  constitute  the  Order,  which  has 
wielded  its  influence  over  the  hearts  of 
those  who  have  become  its  votaries.  We 
are  jealous  of  our  successes,  for  they 
constitute  the  foundation  upon  which  our 
institution  rests.  We  willingly  accept  as- 
sistance to  any  end  which  strengthens 
that  .foundation,  but  we  resent  any  claim 
to  our  patent. 

While  the  tobacco  habit  has  not  been 
generally  discouraged,  its  use  in  and 
about  stations  and  by  passenger  conduc- 
tors has  been  the  subject  of  much  criti- 
cism by  those  who  have  had  the  betterment 
of  men  employed  in  train  service  at  heart. 
It  would  be  but  a  repetition  of  a  long  line 
of  argument  worn  threadbare  at  our 
meetings  to  here  give  reasons  for  its  dis- 
use by  those  who  come  into  contact  with 
the  traveling  public,  particularly  the 
gentle  sex.  Here  again,  we  are  brought 
to  face  a  proposition  that  found  birth  in 
our  Division  rooms,  and  which  the  in- 
fluences of  our  Order  have  done  much  to 
mitigate. 

As  we  thus  labor  we  not  only  make  our- 
selves more  valuable  servants  to  those 
who  employ  us,  but  its  reflex  action  is 
wholesome  to  the  soul  and  gives  tone  to 
our  characters  as  men.  It  inspires  the 
public  with  confidence  in  the  man  who 
has  charge  of  the  train  from  the  "point 
of  the  pilot  to  the  rear  draw-bar  in  the 
train." 

The  Chicago  Times  Herald  has  the  fol- 
lowing to  say  with  regard  to  the  order  is- 
sued by  the  Burlington: 

The  traveling  public  will  heartily  and 
unqualifiedly  commend  these  regulations, 
ana  no  employe  who  has  a  proper  con cep- 
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tion  of  the  responsibility  as  a  part  of  a 
great  transportation  system  will  object  to 
them.  The  railway  company,  it  will  be 
observed,  does  not  assume  any  right  to 
say  how  employes  shall  conduct  them- 
selves when  off  duty. 

We  have  dwelt  sufficiently  long  upon 
the  subject  to  whom  credit  should  attach 
in  the  above  matter,  but  it  is  only  proper 
to  call  attention  to  the  latter  clause, 
which  says  that  the  company  resigns  fur- 
ther interest  in  the  employe  after  he  shall 
have  completed  his  trip.  It  appears  that 
they  relinquish  their  authority  at  a  time 
when  the  employe  is  supposed  to  be  mas- 
ter of  his  own  deportment. 

While  they  might  exercise  such  moder- 


ate authority  as  would  insure  for  them 
the  observance  of  a  good  general  conduct 
among  the  personnel  of  the  men  they 
employ,  they  wisely  refrain  from  any 
action  which  would  at  once  be  taken  as  a 
disposition  to  extend  authority  over  the 
homes  of  those  they  employ.  Here  their 
jurisdiction  must  cease,  but  the  sacred 
influences  of  our  beloved  Order  pervades 
every  home  and  spreads  its  influence 
there,  paving  the  way  for  the  grand  re* 
suits  which  have  made  better  railroad 
men,  better  husbands,  better  citizens  and 
better  members  of  that  royal  institution, 
which  teaches  us  Fidelity,  Justice  and 
Charity  in  Perpetual  Friendship. 


AN  UNSOPHISTICATED  HOBO. 


The  escapade  of  Susan  Shelly,  of  York 
Springs,  Pa.,  who  made  her  way  from  her 
home  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  disguised  as  a 
tramp,  and  riding  in  true  hobo  style  in 
box  and  stock  cars,  clad  in  male  attire, 
has  been  taken  up  by  the  press  through- 
out the  country  with  recitals  of  her  ad- 
ventures. The  Philadelphia  North  Amer- 
ican says: 

Friends  of  Susan  Shelly,  the  girl  hobo, 
whose  home  is  in  York  Springs,  fourteen 
miles  from  here,  say  that  she  is  now  on 
her  way  east  and  will  soon  be  with  her 
parents.  It  is  her  purpose,  they  say,  to 
write  a  book  of  her  adventures  in  the 
realm  of  hobodom. 

Miss  Shelly  has  acquired  much  notoriety 
during  the  last  few  month s}  while  travel- 
ing through  some  of  the  Middle  Western 
States  in  male  attire.  She  has  posed 
variously  as  a  homeless  tramp,  girl  of 
education  and  refinement  in  search  of 
work,  a  young  author  on  the  hunt  of  ma- 
terial for  a  book  and  a  detective.  When- 
ever possible  she  appeared  in  men's 
clothing. 

It  was  Miss  Shelly 's  particular  delight, 
as  she  said,  "to  keep  the  police  guess- 
ing." And  in  this  she  succeeded.  Dressed 
in  a  ragged  pair  of  trousers,  blue  flannel 
shirt  and  threadbare  coat,  she  would 
slouch  into  a  town  in  the  typical  hobo 

?;ait,  and  there  levy  on  the  citizens  for 
ood,  clothing  and  money  in  the  true 
tramp  style.  She  delighted  in  having  the 
police  on  her  trail  and  seemed  to  get 
great  enjoyment  out  of  their  peremptory 
orders  to  move  on  to  another  town. 

The  girl's  queer  case  was  investigated 
some  time  ago  by  former  Mayor  Maurice 


C.  Eby,  of  Harrisburg,  and  her  pyrotech- 
nic career  in  the  west  was  thus  revealed 
to  her  family.  Eby  says  Miss  Shelly  has 
no  intention  of  violating  any  law,  but  that 
she  is  consumed  by  a  desire  to  become 
famous. 

Perhaps  not  one  of  the  papers  publish- 
ing accounts  of  her  adventures  realize 
what  dangers  attach  themselves  to  such 
a  foolhardy  undertaking  as  this,  and  we 
believe  that  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
possibilities  of  a  fate  worse  than  death, 
which  encompassed  her  on  all  sides,  she 
would  have  shrunk  in  horror  from  at- 
tempting it.  The  experiences  she  had  in 
stealing  rides  on  trains  and  of  begging 
food,  or  of  being  subject  to  dangers  aris- 
ing out  of  disaster  to  the  trains  she  was 
on  sink  into  insignificance  when  taken 
into  account  with  the  horrible  fate  which 
might  have  befallen  her.  We  assume  that 
she  is  a  lady  from  the  fact  that  she  has 
long  occupied  a  prominent  place  as  a 
teacher  and  from  her  candid  acknowledge- 
ment that  the  trip  was  made  with  the 
purpose  of  gathering  matter  for  a  book, 
which  she  intends  to  write;  yet,  were  the 
"goo-goo"  eyes  that  she  says  conductors 
and  brakemen  cast  upon  her  properly  in- 
terpreted, they  would  undoubtedly  reveal 
to  her  mind  a  spirit  of  loathing;  for  men  in 
train  service  cannot,  or  do  not  conceive 
virtue  traveling  in  a  garb  that  would  in- 
dicate only  the  lowest  of  creatures.  Pity 
alone  was  perhaps  the  incentive  which 
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induced  trainmen  to  permit  her  to  remain 
npon  their  trains,  but  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  they  felt  under  no  necessity  of  offer- 
ing her  any  protection  because  of  her  sex. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  she  was  wholly 
without  protection,  and,  if  possible,  more 
obnoxious  than  the  male  hobo  whom  she 
impersonated. 

The  nameless  crimes  committed  almost 
daily  upon  every  line  of  railroad  through- 
out the  United  States,  and  of  which  no 
cognizance  is  taken  by  the  law  from  the 
fact  that  the  characters  involved  are  of 
that  migratory  class  known  as  hoboes, 
who  have  sunk  to  the  very  depths  of  in- 
famy, only  picture  to  our  mind  the  more 
vividly  the  horrors  which  God  permitted 
her  miraculously  to  escape.  The  excit- 
ing experiences  which  she  purposes  to 
relate  in  her  book  will  undoubtedly  in- 
spire others  to  attempt  similar  exper- 
iences. We  have  no  doubt  that  there*  are 
those  who  need  but  the  incentive  of  Miss 


Shelly 's  experience  to  do  so.  While  there 
is  nothing  particularly  reprehensible  in 
becoming  a  box  car  passenger,  or  in  ask- 
ing alms,  there  attaches  to  a  trip  of  this 
nature  horrors  that  are  too  odious  to  be 
mentioned  here,  and  any  influence  tend- 
ing to  encourage  escapades  of  this  nature 
should  be  most  vigorously  condemned. 

Those  who  from  experience  know  the 
dangers  to  be  encountered  in  a  trip  of 
this  kind  cannot  but  shudder  at  the  awful 
possibilities,  and  pray  God  to  avert  every 
incentive  which  might  have  its  influence 
upon  the  minds  of  our  daughters.  We, 
therefore,  most  bitterly  denounce  Miss 
Shelly 's  ambition  to  spread  broadcast  her 
experiences.  It  is  enough  to  know  that 
she  has  invited  the  worst  of  fates  with- 
out picturing  to  the  minds  of  our  daugh- 
ters her  enlivening  experiences  and  thus 
instilling  similar  purposes  in  their 
minds. 


ALABAMA'S  TRA/AP  LAW. 


The  state  of  Alabama  comes  to  the 
front  with  the  enforcement  of  its  law  in- 
tended to  abate  the  tramp  nuisance.  This 
law  was  passed  in  1898,  and  since  its 
passage  has  been  the  means  of  almost 
entirely  eliminating  the  robberies  of  its 
cars  while  in  transit,  thus  proving  that 
the  major  number  were  committed  by 
tramps  who  infested  the  trains  of  that 
state.  Mr.  J.  I.  McKinney,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Mobile  &  Montgomery  division 
of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville,  writes  in 
Railway  Age,  as  follows: 

In  1898  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Alabama  passed  the  following  act,  which 
has  proven  to  be  of  great  value  to  the 
railroad  companies  as  well  as  the  farmers 
of  the  state: 

Ah  Act  to  Prevent  Persons  from  Beating 
thsir  Way  on  Railroad  Trains  in  this 
State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Alabama.  That  any  person  other  than  a 
railway  employe  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  who. 
witnont  authority  from  the  conductor  of  the  train, 
rides,  or  attempts  to  ride,  on  top  of  any  car.  coach, 
engine  or  tender,  on  any  railroad  in  this  state,  or 
«o  the  drawheads  between  cars,  or  under  cars  on 
ttnsj  rods  or  trucks,  or  in  any  freight  car.  or  on  a 
Platform  of  any  baggage  car.  express  car.  or  mail 
car.  on  any  train  in  this  state,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
mudemeanor. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person 
charged  with  a  violation  of  the  first  section  of  this 


act  may  be  tried  ta  any  county  in  this  state 
through  which  such  train  may  pass,  or  in  any 
county  in  which  such  violation  may  have  occurred 
or  may  be  discovered. 

Previous  to  December,  1898,  our  road 
between  Mobile  and  Montgomery  was  in- 
fested with  tramps.  Many  times  they 
were  so  numerous  that  the  train  crews 
could  not  control  them.  Depredations 
were  committed  by  them  in  every  imagin- 
able form— breaking  into  cars,  stealing 
freight,  wrecking  trains,  etc.  On  one  oc- 
casion, between  Flomaton  and  Mobile, 
they  took  possession  of  one  of  our  trains, 
shooting  the  brakeman  and  throwing 
him  off;  and  at  another  time  shooting  in 
the  knee  a  brakeman  who  had  put  some 
of  them  off;  again,  four  of  them  shot  one 
of  our  freight  conductors.  When  they 
were  put  off  trains  they  would  frequently 
place  obstructions  on  the  track,  causing 
wrecks;  hence  the  necessity  of  the  above 
law 

As  soon  as  the  law  became  effective 
our  special  agent  on  this  division,  M.  R. 
S.  Mitchell,  began  working  on  the  matter, 
enlisting  the  aid  of  the  different  sheriffs 
and  deputies  of  the  counties  through 
which  the  road  passes.  All  unauthorized 

Fiersons  caught  on  moving  passenger  or 
reight  trains  were  arrested  and  tried 
before  the  different  courts,  and  they  were 
given  anywhere  from  60  to  120  days. 
After  sentence  they  were  sent  to  the  saw- 
mills to  work  out  their  fines. 

Google 


Digitized  by 


28  THE  RAILWAY 

Since  the  law  went  into  effect  we  have 
arrested  and  convicted  300  offenders,  and 
the  good  results  of  this  action  have  been 
far-reaching.  We  have  noticed  a  wonder- 
ful decrease  in  the  number  of  cars  broken 
into  and  robbed.  We  have  not  had  an 
attempt  at  a  train  wreck  since  the  law 
was  passed.  Formerly  the  tramps  camped 
along  the  right-of-way  and  foraged  on 

fiotatoes,  peas,  corn,  chickens  ana  other 
arming  products,  and  anything  else  they 
could  steal.  The  farmers  along  the  line 
all  feel  the  good  effects,  and  are  loud  in 
their  praise  of  such  a  law. 

If  the  legislatures  of  the  different  states 
would  pass  similar  acts  it  would  have  a 
wholesome  effect  and  put  a  stop  to  the 
evil  now  resulting  from  so  many  un- 
authorized persons  riding  trains,  and 
possibly  would  do  away  with  the  nuisance 
of  the  "tramp." 

The  alarming  number  of  murders  of 
our  own  members  during  the  year  1900  by 
tramps  creates  a  most  earnest  desire  on 
the  part  of  trainmen  generally  that  some 
law  be  enacted  in  every  state  to  protect 
them.  When  we  speak  of  the  army  of 
hoboes  that  infest  our  country  we  must 
not  assume  that  they  each  have  an  ob- 
jective point  where  they  expect  to  remain 
after  they  arrive,  or  that  the  constantly 
moving  throng  are  an  endless  procession 
which  never  again  travel  over  a  given 
point.  Our  personal  experience  has 
taught  us  that  the  same  hobo  travels  over 
the  same  territory  many  times  in  course 
of  a  season,  and  we  have  in  our  recollec- 
tion the  faces  of  scores  who  have  become 
common  on  trains  on  which  we  were  em- 
ployed. It  is  not  infrequent  that  the 
hobo  adopts  a  sobriquet  analogous  to 
the  road  over  which  he  travels,  and  at 
many  water  stations  are  to  be  seen  hun- 
dreds of  aliases  defacing  its  buildings, 
executed  in  all  manner  of  jack-knife 
carving.  We  have  in  mind  one  sobri- 
quet followed  by  the  year  in  which  it  was 
carved,  to  which  was  added  seven  con- 
secutive years,  each  year  denoting  a  pil- 
grimage over  the  line.  If  those  who  de- 
fend the  hobo  as  a  result  of  industrial 
depression  could  be  brought  to  face  in- 
scriptions of  this  nature  year  in  and  year 
out,  they  would  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  tramp  is  a  poor  barometer  with 
which  to  judge  the  business  conditions 
of  the  country. 

The  ancient  adage,  "every  man  has 
his  mark"  seems  to  lose  its  force  when 
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applied  to  the  tramp  who  seems  to  have 
no  ambition  save  that  of  roaming  from 
place  to  place,  eking  out  an  existence  as 
best  he  can,  too  lazy  to  contribute  his 
muscle  or  brain  work  to  any  end;  but 
ever  aggressive  against  the  laws  of 
society  generally.  We  often  hear  him 
spoken  of  as  the  harmless  tramp:  There 
are  no  harmless  tramps.  His  natural 
idleness  would  banish  him  according  to 
socialistic  laws  and  by  our  state  laws  he 
is  defined  a  transgressor  of  the  laws  of  our 
country.  He  is  a  parasite  who  thrives 
upon  the  work  that  others  perform.  The 
majority  of  this  migratory  class  can  no 
longer  be  looked  upon  as  honest  men  in 
search  of  employment;  on  the  other  hand 
they  comprise  almost  every  class  of 
criminal,  and  their  acts  of  lawlessness 
have  assumed  such  proportions  as  to 
threaten  the  very  safety  of  citizens  who 
veflture  out  after  dark. 

If  those  who  still  maintain  that  the 
tramp  is  the  result  of  industrial  depres- 
sion, and  as  such  is  entitled  to  our  aid 
and  sympathy,  will  put  himself  in  the 
place  of  those  whose  duties  bring  them 
into  daily  contact  with  them  they  will 
learn  that  the  defense  they  are  lending  to 
this  class  is  putting  a  premium  upon 
idleness,  vice  and  crime  and  encouraging 
a  certain  element  to  join  the  ranks  of  "the 
unemployed"  under  the  guise  of  laborers 
who  are  subjects  of  industrial  depression. 
We  can  cite  a  number  of  instances  in 
which  jobs  paying  $1.50  per  day  went 
begging  for  men  during  the  past  summer 
and  at  one  point  along  a  line  of  railway 
which  was  offering  this  rate,  hoboes  were 
taken  from  the  cars  and  lined  up  and 
offered  these  jobs,  which  they  refused 
almost  to  a  man,  saying  that  the  country 
owed  them  a  living  and  that  they  did  not 
have  to  work.  An  exchange  has  said  of 
our  editorial  on  the  tramp  in  a  previous 
number,  that  it  was  inspired  by  a  tyran- 
ical  nature.  Perhaps  our  experience  has 
had  something  to  do  with  moulding  the 
sentiment  we  utter  in  this  connection,  bat 
if  we  would  look  to  experience  as  a  guide 
in  any  affair — if  we  would  be  honest— we 
must  give  the  result  of  our  experience  as 
we  found  it  and  not  as  we  would  have  it 
to  apply  to  support  certain  theories  we 
have  had  in  mind. 
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A  CASE  OP  BAD  JUDOnENT. 


In  its  issue  of  Nov.  17,  1900,  The  Rail- 
way and  Engineering  Review  recites  a 
history  of  the  differences  between  the 
Telegraphers  and  the  management  of  the 
Santa  Fe  System  for  the  lines  west  of  Al- 
bnqnerqne  in  connection  with  which 
a  strike  order  was  issued  in  Novem- 
ber, resulting  in  some  few  employes  retir- 
ing from  the  service  for  a  short  period 
before  the  order  rescinding  it  was  re- 
ceived. Inasmuch  as  we  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  any  of  the  facts  surround- 
ing the  controversy,  we  take  no  .issue  with 
the  ideas  entertained  by  the  review  as  to 
the  merits  of  either  side. 

In  the  same  issue,  the  Review  treats 
this  matter  editorially  and  attributes  to 
the  railway  emyloyes  generally  and  to  the 
officers  of  the  organizations  of  railway 
employes  a  disposition  and  policy  which 
they  do  not  entertain  or  act  upon.  The 
Review  says: 

With  regard  to  the  method  employed 
by  the  telegraphers  and  at  times  by  other 
railway  organizations,  some  things  are 
suggested  t>y  the  incident  which  should 
receive  careful  consideration.  A  railroad 
is  a  public  institution,  and,  as  societv  is 
constituted  and  business  organized,"  its 
functions  cannot  be  interrupted  without 
serious  loss,  not  only  to  the  railroad  and 
its  employes,  but  to  the  public  which 
both  serve.  When  a  railroad  is  built  its 
projectors  fully  understand  that  they  take 
upon  themselves  certain  obligations  to 
the  public  which  they  are  bound  to  fulfill, 
and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  under- 
lying this  obligation  the  employe  should 
understand  that  when  he  enters  into  the 
service  of  a  railway  company  he  in  turn  is 
morally  bound  by  such  obligations  and 
has  no  right  to  take  any  action  that  will 
interfere  with  the  proper  performance  of 
such  obligations.  Not  only  dollars  but 
lives  are  frequently  dependent  upon  the 
regular  and  prompt  performance  of  rail- 
road schedules.  Contracts  are  continu- 
ally being  made  dependent  upon  such 
performance,  and  the  idea  that  any  one 
tor  the  sake  of  personal  profit  or  personal 
prejudice  has  the  right  to  interfere  with 
such  performance  ought  not  for  a  moment 
to  be  tolerated. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  railroads  serve 
the  public  by  furnishing  transportation, 
they  are  not  public  institutions  in  the 
sense  conveyed  by  the  above  utterance. 
They  are  common  carriers  of  a  quasi- 
public  nature.  It  is  true  that  the  govern- 
ments, state  and  national,  reserve  and 


exercise  the  right  to  control  them  in  some 
directions  and  to  some  extent;  but  if  the 
conditions  imposed  by  the  state  or  na- 
tional authorities  are  shown  to  be  unduly 
oppressive  or  to  unreasonably  reduce  the 
revenues  so  as  not  to  leave  reasonable 
returns  or  profits  upon  the  private  capital 
invested,  the  courts  set  aside  the  action. 
It  is  true  that  the  functions  of  a  railroad 
cannot  be  interrupted  without  serious  in- 
convenience and  loss,  in  which  some  por- 
tion of  the  public  must  be  involved.  If 
the  ones  who  built  railroads  had  always 
been  controlled  by  the  sense  of  obliga- 
tion and  duty,  with  which  the  Review 
credits  them,  how  much  better  it  would 
have  been  for  the  railroads,  their  em- 
ployes, and  the  public,  as  well !  Instead 
of  roads  built  for  speculation  or  for  a 
sort  of  piracy  upon  roads  already  opera- 
ting in  that  territory;  instead  of  poor 
roads,  furnishing  the  poorest  kind  of 
service  for  a  time;  bled  until  their  physi- 
cal condition  was  so  bad  as  to  make  their 
operation  positively  unsafe;  bankrupt; 
sold  under  foreclosure;  their  obligations 
repudiated  and  wiped  out  and  the  roads 
finally  reorganized  under  the  ownership 
and  enterprise  of  private  owners,  who 
make  good  roads  out  of  them  and  who 
furnish  good  service,  we  would  have  seen 
roads  built  upon  the  basis  of  good  service 
from  the  start,  and  upon  a  financial  basis 
of  paying  fair  returns  upon  the  money 
honestly  invested. 

The  average  railway  employe  fully  real- 
izes his  duty  to  his  employer  and  to  the 
public.  He  also  realizes  that  he  owes  a 
duty  to  himself  and  to  his  family,  and  in 
seeking  to  establish  the  best  reasonable 
conditions  of  employment  and  the  high- 
est rate  of  compensation  that  is  consist- 
ent with  right  and  reason,  he  realizes 
that  his  first  duty  is  to  himself  and  to  his 
family.  He  is  very  considerate  of  the 
rights  of  others,  and  the  history  of  the 
relations  between  the  railroad  employes 
and  their  employers  will  show  as  reason- 
able, considerate  and  conservative  action 
on  the  part  of  the  employes  as  can  be 
boasted  of  by  any  other  class  of  wage- 
earners.  Railway  officials  are,  as  a  rule, 
considerate  of  their  employes,  but  the 
owners  of  the  properties  (afej^  (always 
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equally  considerate,  and  many  of  them 
act  on  the  principle  which  seems  to  be 
very  clearly  announced  in  the  words  of 
the  editor  of  the  Review  in  another  article 
in  the  same  number  from  which  we  have 
quoted.   He  says: 

A  railroad  corporation  is  not  operated 
for  the  purpose  of  catering  to  the  whims, 
prejudices,  or  even  convictions  of  its 
officials  when  those  things  are  the  cause 
of  reducing  the  revenues  or  augmenting 
the  expenses.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  ab- 
solutely obligatory  on  the  part  of  any 
official  to  adopt  the  course  which  will  re- 
sult in  the  most  net  revenue  for  his  com- 
pany, regardless  of  his  personal  wishes 
in  the  matter. 

The  man  who  enters  railway  service 
does  not,  by  that  act,  surrender  either 
morally  or  in  fact,  any  part  of  his  citizen- 
ship or  of  his  rights  as  a  citizen.  If  the 
conditions  of  his  service  on  the  railroad 
become  distasteful  to  him,  he  has  the 
right,  both  morally  and  legally,  to  decline 
to  longer  serve  and  he  has  the  right, 
legally  and  morally,  to  leave  the  service 
of  that  railroad  company  "for  the  sake  of 
personal  profit."  The  money  lender 
has  a  right  "for  the  sake  of  personal 
profit"  to  refuse  to  loan  his  money  except 
under  conditions  satisfactory  to  him,  and 
he  is  not  held  legally  or  morally  re- 
sponsible for  suffering  or  loss  which  may 
follow  and  which  might  have  been  averted 
if  he  had  loaned  his  money.  Coal  pro- 
ducers may  refuse  "for  the  sake  of  per- 
sonal profit"  to  produce  more  than  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  coal,  and  they  are  not 
held  legally  or  morally  responsible  for 
suffering  that  may  follow  by  virtue  of  the 
fact  that  certain  ones  are  not  able  to 
purchase  coal  which  they  might  be  able 
to  purchase  if  it  was  produced  in  un- 
limited quantities.  The  physician  or 
surgeon  has  the  right  to  refuse  his  pro- 
fessional services  except  on  conditions 
and  under  terms  acceptable  to  him,  and 
those  conditions  and  terms  usually  in- 
volve "personal  profit."  He  is  not  held 
legally  or  morally  responsible  for  deaths 
or  suffering  which  may  occur  and  which 
possibly  might  not  have  occurred  had  he 
been  willing  to  give  his  services.  A  rail- 
road company  may  refuse  to  run  a  special 
train  except  upon  terms  acceptable  to  it 
and  it  is  not  held  morally  or  legally  re- 
sponsible for  any  inconvenience  or  suffer- 
ing or  loss  that  may  result  because  those 
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who  desired  to  use  the  special  train  were  1 
unable  to  secure  it. 

Railroad  employes,  through  straight- 
forward and  businesslike  methods  within 
their  organizations,  have,  in  the  main, 
secured  fair  rates  of  compensation  and 
fair  conditions  of  employment.  There 
are  some  places  where  the  wages  paid  to 
them  are  still  very  low.  In  addition  to 
the  loyal  and  faithful  service  which  they 
almost  universally  give  to  the  railroad 
companies  and  to  the  public,  they  assume 
risks  that  are  assumed  hi  no  other  class 
of  employment,  risks  to  life  and  limb,, 
which  were  stated  by  a  soldier  president 
of  the  United  States  in  a  message  to  con- 
gress, to  be  as  great  on  the  part  of  the 
average  trainman  as  the  risks  assumed 
by  the  average  soldier  in  the  time  of  war, 
risks  which  result  in  one  out  of  every  155 
being  killed  and  one  out  of  every  11  being 
injured  annually.  It  may  be  argued  on 
this  score  that  the  risks  have  been  materi- 
ally reduced  by  the  adoption  of  safety  ap- 
pliances which  have  cost  the  railroads 
large  sums  of  money.  It  is  true  that 
large  sums  of  money  have  been  thus  ex- 
pended, and  the  result  must  be  increased 
safety  to  the  employes  and  a  smaller  per- 
centage of  accidents  to  them  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  But  these 
safety  appliances  have  also  operated 
greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  railroad  com- 
panies themselves.  They  have  made  it 
possible  to  haul  trains  of  much  larger 
tonnage  than  could  be  hauled  before  and 
it  is  very  safe  to  say  that  the  percentage 
of  the  cost  of  hauling  freight,  per  ton  per 
mile,  which  is  chargeable  to  wages  of  en- 
ginemen  and  trainmen,  is  not  now  one- 
half  what  it  was  before  the  passage  of  the 
law  regarding  safety  appliances. 

The  disposition  of  the  organizations  of 
railway  employes  in  connection  with  any 
disputes  which  may  arise  between  the 
employes  and  the  companies  is  very 
clearly  demonstrated  by  their  attitude  to- 
ward arbitration  as  a  means  of  settlement 
of  all  such  disputes.  These  organizations 
have  urged  and  secured  the  passage  of  a 
law  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion and  the  Commissioner  of  Labor  to 
undertake,  by  conciliation  and  media- 
tion, to  adjust  any  dispute  which  may 
arise  involving  interstate  commerce  and 
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in  the  event  of  their  being  unable  to  so  ad- 
just it,  to  propose  arbitration .  There  have 
been  very  few  conflicts  between  the  em- 
ployes in  the  operating  department  of  our 
railways  and  their  employers  during  the 
past  decade  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
there  has  been  no  important  difficulty  of 
that  nature  in  which  the  employes  would 
not  gladly  have  submitted  the  contro- 
versy to  arbitration  rather  than  to  resort 
to  extremes.  There  is  no  instance  where 
the  railway  employes  in  any  important 
numbers  struck  and  then  told  their  em- 
ployers what  they  wanted,  while  there  are 
instances  where  the  receivers  of  railroads 
have,  without  notice  to  the  employes,  is- 
sued order  for  reduction  in  the  pay  of  the 
employes,  on  the  heels  of  which  came  an 
injunction  from  the  federal  court,  in 
which,  in  one  instance,  at  least,  the  em- 
ployes were  restrained  from  conferring 
together  and  from  leaving  the  service  of 
the  receivers  in  such  a  way  as  to  hinder 
the  operation  of  the  road.  Motion  to 
modify  this  order  in  these  particulars  was 
overruled  but  on  appeal  to  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  the  deci- 
sion of  the  District  court  was  reversed 
and  the  legal  rights  of  the  employes  was 
thus  defined  by  the  proper  authority. 

Again  the  Review  says: 

The  moral  of  the  question  is  plain. 
Either  the  men  employed  on  railroads, 
and  those  who  advise  them,  must  come 
to  a  better  understanding  of  their  duties 
to  the  public  in  their  related  capacity  and 
adopt  some  other  method  than  that  of 
the  strike  to  overcome  their  grievances  or 
else  laws  must  be  made  which  will  com- 
pel recognition,  upon  the  part  of  railway 
employes,  of  the  quasi-public  character 
of  their  employers,  and  which  will  com- 
pel them  to  give  such  notice  cf  their  in- 
tention to  give  up  their  positions  as  will 
not  interfere  with  the  obligation  of  their 
employers  to  the  public  and  to  the  gov- 
ernment. 

This  language  of  the  Review  seems  to 
admit  of  no  mistake  as  to  its  meaning. 
Analyzed,  it  says,— the  employes  must 
find  some  means  of  protecting  them.- 
selves  against  unjust  decisions  and  un- 
fair conditions  and  of  defending  their 
rights  without  resorting  to  a  strike,  no 
matter  what  the  provocation  may  be,  and 
if  they  do  not  do  this,  they  should  be 
compelled  by  law  to  continue  at  their 
work  until  the  employing  company  can 
relieve  them  without  embarrassment  to 


the  service  of  the  company.  A  law  of 
that  kind  would  be  a  relic  of  past  days, 
when  the  laws  of  England  prohibited  a 
workingman  from  asking  or  receiving 
more  than  a  stipulated  sum  for  his  serv- 
ices and  when  the  rates  of  wages  were 
fixed  by  the  privy  council  to  the  King  and 
announced  by  the  sheriff.  If  such  a  law 
were  possible,  it  would  operate  to  drive 
out  of  the  service  all  of  the  self-respect- 
ing manhood  and  would  force  the  rail- 
road employes  to  work  for  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  compensation  which  they  now 
receive.  The  thinking,  ambitious  and 
independent-spirited  young  man  would 
not  seek  service  under  such  conditions. 
We  do  not  rail  at  railways  or  corporations 
as  such,  but  we  do  make  the  plain,  un- 
impassioned  statement  that  without  or- 
ganization among  the  railway  employes, 
the  wages  would  gradually  go  down  until 
they  would  reach  a  point  where  they 
would  furnish  a  bare  and  meager  exist- 
ence. 

With  some  few  exceptions,  railway 
employes  have  exercised  great  care  and 
conservatism  in  handling  their  power  to 
strike.  It  is  used  only  as  a  last  resort 
and  then  only  after  arbitration  has  been 
offered  and  refused.  Mistakes  have  been 
made  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  matters 
which  are  under  the  control  of  man;  it  is 
possible  that  mistakes  may  again  be 
made,  but  the  fact  that  an  occasional 
mistake  is  made,  or  that  in  rare  isolated 
instances  bad  judgment  is  used,  does  not 
justify  such  an  arraignment  of  the  rail- 
way employes  and  "those  who  advise 
them"  as  the  Review  indulges  in.  The 
position  of  the  Review  on  this  subject  is 
as  unreasonable  and  as  untenable  as  the 
position  of  the  few  employes  who  furnished 
the  object  lesson,  seized  upon  by  the 
editor  of  the  Review  as  an  opportunity  to 
air  his  convictions,  could  possibly  have 
been.  The  ideas  of  the  Review  seem  to 
be  totally  at  variance  with  the  ideas 
which  led  up  to,  and  made  possible,  the 
passage  of  the  Thirteenth  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  railway  employes,  as  a  whole,  have 
no  desire  to  inflict  any  injury  upon  their 
employers  or  upon  the  public.  They  do 
desire,  by  consistent,  reasonable  methods 
and  by  the  exercise  of  their  rights  as 
citizens  of  this  free  country,  to  improve 
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their  condition  wherever  that  can  reason- 
ably be  done.  The  higher  the  com- 
pensation and  the  better  the  conditions 


of  labor,  the  better  will  be  the  class  of 
service  which  the  railroad  companies  and 
the  public  receive. 


PUfllSHnBffT  FOR  TRAIN  ROBBERS. 


A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  Senate 
by  Mr.  Hoar  and  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Ray 
of  New  York,  which  prescribes  hanging 
as  the  penalty  for  train  robbery  when  the 
crime  results  in  the  death  of  anyone  on 
the  train,  and  from  twenty  to  forty  years' 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor  when  no  one 
is  killed.  Commenting  upon  this  measure 
Smith  E.  Allison,  assistant  general  agent 
of  the  Adams  Express  Company,  says: 

A  man  who  will  stop  a  train  forthepur- 

Eose  of  robbery  is  already  a  murderer  in 
is  heart  and  I  think  capital  punishment 
should  be  meted  out  to  him.  I  believe 
people  generally  will  favor  the  passage 
of  this  measure.  Train  robberies  are  al- 
together too  frequent  and  severe  punish- 
ment should  be  inflicted  to  suppress  them. 

W.  A.  Gardner,  general  manager  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  he  did  not  think 
capital  punishment  necessary  or  desirable 
but  thought  the  penalties  for  the  offense 
should  be  made  heavier. 

J.  H.  Schumaker,  superintendent  of  the 
Pinkerton  Detective  Agency,  says: 

Train  robbing  ought  to  be  made  a  capi- 
tal offense.  I  will  go  further  than  that 
and  say  I  think  all  robbery  effected  by 
force  should  be  punished  with  death. 
Most  murders  are  committed  as  a  result 
of  provocation,  but  when  a  man  is  killed 
in  an  attempt  at  train  robbery  this  is  not 
the  case  and  the  offender  becomes  in 
reality  all  the  more  culpable. 

Without  taking  into  consideration  the 
competency  of  the  national  government 
to  supersede  the  states  in  all  the  possible 
cases  that  might  be  presented  under  such 
a  law,  it  is  evident  that  there  does  exist 
an  urgent  necessity  for  the  adoption  of 
such  measures  as  will  effectfully  put  a 
stop  to  the  fearful  crimes  that  have  been 
committed  by  train  robbers.  There  are 
some,  no  doubt,  who  are  unable  to  see 
the  distinguishing  line  between  the  com- 
mon thief  or  housebreaker  and  the  train 
robber  and  who  might  be  inclined  from 
their  first  view  of  the  matter  to  place 
them  in  the  same  category  and  conse- 


quently condemn  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  introduced  as  too  severe.  In  our 
opinion  there  are  various  graditions 
through  which  a  thief  must  pass  before 
he  has  acquired  that  reckless  disregard 
of  human  life,  characteristic  of  that  class 
that  is  known  as  the  train  robber.  The 
petty  thief  does  not  possess  a  boldness 
beyond  that  necessary  to  relieve  his  vic- 
tim of  such  things  as  he  can  possess  him- 
self of  without  injury  to  him  self  or  his  vic- 
tim and  frequently  passes  his  entire  life 
as  such  without  attempting  crimes  of 
more  serious  nature.  But  the  character 
of  the  man  who  deliberately  opens  a 
switch  or  places  obstructions  upon  the 
track  in  the  face  of  our  trains  laden  with 
human  freight,  bringing  death  to  scores 
of  innocent  persons  without  an  instant's 
warning,  possesses  no  instinct  of  human- 
ity whatever.  While  both  the  con: moo 
thief  and  the  train  robber  arc  inspired  by 
the  same  motive,  the  latter  is  directly  a 
menace  to  the  safety  of  the  public  and 
should  be  dealt  with  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  introduced. 

If  a  national  law  had  been  in  force 
providing  capital  punishment  for  train 
robbery  at  the  time  of  the  great  Lake 
Shore  hold-up  five  years  ago,  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  that  initial  event  would  have 
been  followed  by  any  others  of  the  many 
which  that  success  inspired.  Here  in  the 
heart  of  civilization  with  not  even  an  ad- 
jacent timber  land  to  make  the  back- 
ground for  the  headlines  for  a  "wilder- 
ness robbery,"  occurred  one  of  the  most 
audacious  hold-ups  that  has  occurred 
since  the  days  of  Jesse  James.  It  taught 
the  citizens  of  every  community,  however 
thickly  populated,  that  bandits  can 
operate  as  successfully  in  civilization  as 
in  the  wilds  of  Arizona,  and  we  believe 
the  very  success  of  the  affair  has 
lent  an  ambition  to  hundreds  of  others  to 
imitate  the  action  of  the  Kesler  robbers. 
The  methods  employed  by  these  robbers 
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and  their  shooting  of  Engineer  Knapp 
who  questioned  their  right  to  stop  the 
train,  shows  their  incarnate  natures  in 
the  reckless  regard  of  human  life,  and 
each  succeeding  event  of  this  nature  has 
been  marked  by  the  same  spirit. 

"We  are  inclined  to  extend  sympathy  to 
the  poor  devil  who  through  evil  influences 
is  driven  to  do  deeds  of  unlawfulness 
which  do  not  menace  the  lives  or  safety 


of  the  public;  but  when  a  crime  is  pre- 
meditated that  has  in  it  such  horrors  as 
are  experienced  amid  the  crashing  of 
timbers  that  grinds  out  the  lives  of  scores 
of  persons  incident  to  a  wrecked  train 
we  feel  that  such  a  person  is  too  danger- 
ous to  exist  and  we  believe  that  it 
would  be  well  for  society  to  adhere  to  the 
rule  of  a  life  for  a  life  rather  than  to 
extend  the  field  for  capital  punishment. 


nBiAORIAL  AS  ADOPTBD. 


The  National  Civic  Federation  at  its 
last  session,  adopted  the  following  me- 
morial which  was  prepared  by  a  com- 
mittee of  twelve  who  had  been  appointed 
for  this  purpose.   We  see  a  disposition 
throughout  to  fairness  and  the  committee 
evidently  appreciate  the  momentous  ques- 
tion in  their  hands,  from  the  fact  that 
they  insist  that  the  proper  time  to  arbi- 
trate is  not  after  a  strike  or  lockout  has 
been  inaugurated,  but  before  it  has  begun: 
To  the  American  People— Greeting:  The 
conference  on  conciliation  and  arbitration 
under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Civic 
Federation,  animated  by  a  desire  of  wit- 
nessing some  practical  benefits  to  the 
people  of  our  land  growing  out  of  these 
deliberations,  desires  in  a  spirit  of  fair- 
ness to  make  a  public  appeal  for  greater 
sobriety  of  judgment  on  a  subject  of  the 
first  importance.   We  believe  that  the 
present  time  is  peculiarly  fitting,  stand- 
ing as  we  do  upon  the  border  lines  of  two 
centuries,  to  make  such  an  appeal,  and 
we  believe  we  could  in  no  better  way 
employ  the  last  days  of  a  dying  century 
than  by    preparing  ourselves  for  the 
highest  duties  of  citizenship  in  the  new 
century  upon  which  we  are  soon  to  enter. 

While  addressing  ourselves,  for  appar- 
ent reasons,  more  directly  to  all  those 
who  are  called  upon  to  mold  thought  and 
shape  public  opinion,  chief  among  which 
agencies  are  the  pulpit  and  the  press, 
this  appeal  is,  however,  intended  for 
every  American  citizen  of  whatever  station 
in  lire.  The  secret  of  good  citizenship  we 
believe  to  be  the  restraint  which  the  in- 
dividual can  and  does  place  upon  many 
of  his  natural  inclinations,  while  the 
secret  of  success  in  life  is,  after  all, 
dependent  upon  the  efforts  which  the 
individual  makes  to  work  out  his  own 
salvation,  and  the  individual  citizen  is, 
therefore,  specially  urged  to  take  personal 
interest  in  the  work  outlined  by  this  con- 
ference. 


We  duly  recognize  th  at  unless  labor  is 
regularly  employed  and  has  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  its  wages  and  conditions  in 
life,  we  cannot  have  permanent  peace  nor 
substantial  prosperity. 

We  also  recognize  that  capital  must 
find  adequate  returns  for  its  investment 
if  wages  are  to  be  fair  and  discontent  is 
to  be  averted. 

To  the  end  that  tranquility  in  the  in- 
dustrial world  may  prevail  this  conference 
on  conciliation  and  arbitration  would 
make  the  following  recommendations  to 
the  American  people: 

1.  That  employers  and  wage  earners 
could  enter  into  annual  or  semi-annual 
agreements  or  contracts. 

2.  That  all  industries  in  the  United 
States  should  establish  boards  of  con- 
ciliation within  the  several  and  varied 
interests,  to  which  boards  of  conciliation 
all  differences  and  disputes  arising  be- 
tween employer  and  employe,  if  not  read- 
ily adjusted  between  the  immediate  inter- 
ests concerned,  may  be  referred  for 
settlement. 

3.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  compulsory 
arbitration,  aside  from  all  other  objections 
urged  against  it,  is  not  at  this  time  a 
question  of  practical  industrial  reform, 
and  whereas  such  systems  of  arbitration 
as  are  now  in  vogue  do  not  seem  to  fully 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  different 
interests,  and  appreciating  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  we  therefore  recom- 
mend: 

That  the  presiding  officer  of  this  con- 
ference appoint  a  committee  to  serve  for 
a  period  of  one  year,  to  be  composed  of 
six  representatives  of  the  employer  class 
and  six  representatives  of  the  employe 
class,  these  representatives  to  be  selected 
as  nearly  as  may  be  consistent  from  the 
different  sections  of  the  country,  for  the 
purpose  of  formulating  some  plan  of 
action  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a 
general  system  of  conciliation  that  will 
promote  industrial  peace. 

We  would  also  recommend  that  this 
committee  of  twelve  be^gjve^power  to 
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appoint  such  auxiliary  committees  from 
the  industries,  trades  and  professions  as 
may  seem  best  to  promote  the  work  of 
conciliation  and  education. 

We  believe  that  this  conference  will  have 
in  part  at  least  failed  of  its  mission  un- 
less it  strenuously  insists  that  the  proper 
time  to  arbitrate  is  not  after  a  strike  or 


lockout  has  been  inaugurated,  but  before 
it  has  begun.  We  fully  realize  that  all 
plans  of  arbitration  and  conciliation  will 
be  unavailing  unless  we  are  all  animated 
by  a  spirit  or  fairness  and  justice  and  are 
willing  to  open  our  eyes  to  such  rights  as 
belong  to  every  citizen. 


EIGHT  HOUR  WORK  DAY  L./VW  SUSTAINED. 


The  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  its 
recent  decision  sustaining  the  eight-hour 
work  day  law,  gives  some  logical  conclu- 
sions tending  not  only  to  define  the  rights 
of  employer  and  employe,  but  of  the  duty 
both  owe  the  state.  In  defining  the  rela- 
tion between  employer  and  employe  and 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  over  both  the 
court  gives  the  opinion  that  states  can 
justifiably  protect  by  proper  legislation, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  police  power,  per- 
sons of  full  age,  even,  when  recklessly 
unobservant  of  their  own  welfare.  And 
here  we  hear  the  most  powerful  court  on 
earth  declaring  that  the  employe  and  em- 
ployer are  not  on  equal  footing.  That 
the  employer  having  the  advantage  often 
exercises  it  harshly  and  expresses  the 
opinion  that  the  state  shall  have  the  power 
to  interfere  on  the  grounds  that  it  must 
suffer  when  the  welfare  of  its  subjects  are 
sacrificed  or  neglected. 

The  following  is  the  decision  as  given 
in  the  case  of  Holden  vs.  Hardy,  sheriff, 
18  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  page  18: 

The  legislature  has  also  recognized  the 
fact,  which  the  experience  of  legislatures 
in  many  states  has  corroborated,  that  the 
proprietors  of  these  establishments  and 
their  operatives  do  not  stand  upon  an 
equality,  and  that  their  interests  are,  to  a 
certain  extent,  conflicting.  The  former 
naturally  desire  to  obtain  as  much  labor 
as  possible  from  their  employes,  while  the 
latter  are  often  induced  by  the  fear  of  dis- 
charge to  conform  to  regulations  which 
their  judgement,  fairly  exercised,  would 

Eronounce  to  be  detrimental  to  their 
ealth  or  strength.  In  other  words,  the 
proprietors  lay  down  the  rules,  and  the 
laborers  are  practically  constrained  to 
obey  them.  In  such  cases  self-interest  is 
often  an  unsafe  guide,  and  the  legislature 
may  properly  interpose  its  authority.  It 
may  not  be  improper  to  suggest  in  this 
connection  that  although  the  prosecution 
in  this  case  was  against  the  employer  of 
labor,  who  apparently,  under  the  statute, 


is  the  only  one  liable,  his  defense  is  not 
so  much  that  his  right  to  contract  has 
been  infringed  upon,  but  that  the  act 
works  a  peculiar  hardship  to  his  employes 
whose  right  to  labor  as  long  as  they 
choose  is  alleged  to  be  thereby  violated:. 
The  argument  would  certainly  come  with 
better  grace  and  greater  cogency  from  the 
latter  class .  But  the  fact  that  both  parties 
are  of  full  age  and  competent  to  contract 
does  not  necessarily  deprive  the  state  of 
the  power  to  interfere,  when  the  parties 
do  not  stand  upon  an  equality,  or  where 
the  public  health  demands  that  one  party 
to  the  contract  shall  be  protected  against 
himself.  The  state  still  retains  an  inter- 
est in  his  welfare,  however  reckless  he 
may  be.  The  whole  is  no  greater  than  the 
sum  of  all  the  parts,  and  when  the  indi- 
vidual health,  safety  and  welfare  are  sac- 
rificed or  neglected  the  state  must  suffer. 

The  decision  of  the  court  is  well  calcu- 
lated to  sustain  the  appeal  of  our  la- 
mented President,  Lincoln,  in  his  second 
message,  who  said: 

It  is  assumed  that  labor  is  only  avail- 
able in  connection  with  capital;  that  no- 
body labors  unless  somebody  else  owning 
capital  somehow  by  the  use  of  it  induces 
him  to  labor.  This  assumed,  it  is  next 
considered  whether  it  is  best  that  capital 
shall  hire  laborers  and  thus  induce  them 
to  work  without  their  consent,  or  buy 
them  and  drive  them  to  it  without  their 
consent.  Having  proceeded  so  far,  it  is 
naturally  concluded  that  all  laborers  are 
either  hired  laborers  or  what  we  call 
slaves.  And  further  it  is  assumed  that 
whoever  is  once  a  hired  laborer  is  fixed 
in  that  condition  for  life.  Now,  there  is 
no  such  relation  between  capital  and 
labor  as  that  assumed,  nor  is  there  any  such 
a  free  man  being  fixed  for  life  in  the  con- 
dition of  a  hired  laborer.*  Labor  is  prior 
to  and  independent  of  capital.  Capital  is 
only  the  fruit  of  labor,  and  could  never 
have  existed  if  labor  had  not  first  existed. 
Labor  is  the  superior  of  capital,  and  de- 
serves much  the  highest  consideration/ 
No  men  living  are  more  to  be  trusted  than 
those  who  toil  up  from  poverty;  none  less 
inclined  to  touch  or  take  aught  which  they 
have  not  honestly  earned. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  following:  officers  were  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting:  of  Division  98.  Ladies  Auxiliary  to  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors:  Pres..  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Gilboy:  V.  P..  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Shaw:  S.  S..  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Daggett;  J.  S..  Mrs.  M.  N.  Goss;  S.  and  T.,  Mrs.  F. 
A  Pease:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  B.  A.  Waters.  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Monty.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Simpson:  Guard.  Mrs.  P.  J. 
Haslihan;  Correspondent.  Snb.  Ins.  Ae't.  and 
Delegate.  Mrs.  J.  C.  McCall:  Alternate.  Mrs.  J.  J. 
McManus:  Musician,  Mrs.  E.  R.  McGiven. 

We  netted  nearly  $45.00  at  the  bazaar,  which  was 
a  success  from  every  standpoint:  so  much  so  that 
by  special  request  we  will  give  another  just  before 
Easter.  We  decided  at  our  last  meeting:  to  have  a 
quiet  installation  and  bend  all  of  our  efforts  toward 
raising;  the  convention  fund.  We  have  our  album 
quilt  completed,  after  three  years  of  most  faithful 
toil,  and  it  is  a  beauty.  The  quilting:  is  a  wonder- 
ful piece  of  art  and  was  done  by  Sister  Rees.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Sister  Rees  at  the 
last  meeting:.  Sister  Noble  in  on  the  sick  list.  We 
are  sorry  to  say.  and  we  are  grieved  that  Brother 
Malloy  is  no  better.  We  voted  to  pay  our  Secre- 
tary a  stipulated  salary  at  the  last  meeting;.  This 
was  a  wise  thing;  to  do.  as  she  has  most  faithfully 
performed  the  work  of  both  accountant  and  finan- 
cier, which  is  no  easy  task.  Much  credit  is  also 
due  our  President  for  faithful  work  during;  the 
past  year.  In  fact,  all  of  our  members  are  work- 
ing harmoniously  for  the  good  of  the  Order  in 
general,  and  the  Division  in  particular. 

Sl  Paul.  Minn.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Our  new  officers  have  been  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year.  We  are  to  have  public  installation  of 
officers,  but  I  think  I  will  let  Sister  Kniss  tell 
about  that  after  it  is  over.  We  have  taken  in  two 
new  members.  Mrs.  Buckley  and  Mrs.  Chittendon. 
Also  received  Mrs.  Hoffman  by  transfer  card,  but 
only  to  lose  her.  for  the  day  her  card  came,  she 
and  her  husband  left  Blue  Island  for  Missouri, 
where  he  has  accepted  a  better  position.  We  are 
*ery  sorry  to  have  her  go.  for  although  we  knew 
her  but  a  short  time  we  were  all  counting:  on  what 
a  delightful  Sister  we  would  have.  Our  loss  is 
*otne  other  Division's  gain.  A  number  of  our  Sis- 
ters have  moved  to  Chicago-Sisters  Dee,  Griffith. 


Drew  and  Spearman— and  Sister  Lyle  to  Joliet. 
The  removals  were  caused  by  changes  in  their  hus- 
band's runs,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  haven't 
lost  them  from  Division,  if  we  have  from  Blue 
Island.  Sister  Lyle  is  again  with  us,  after  a  se- 
vere illness,  and  right  glad  we  are  to  have  her.  I 
noticed  in  one  of  the  Sister's  letters— I  think  it 
was  in  November  Conductor— that  so  many  of 
the  conductors  looked  upon  the  Auxiliaries  as  a 
regular  "school  for  scandal."  Now.  Sisters,  isn't 
that  the  least  bit  our  own  fault?  We  are  so  apt  to 
tell  about  what  we  beard  of  such  a  person.  Not 
that  we  believe  it— oh,  no!  only  "I  heard  it.  don't 
you  know."  Now,  if  we  would  only  let  it  drop 
when  it  came  to  us,  how  much  better  it  would  be. 
Our  last  social  of  the  year  was  held  at  Mrs.  Dun- 
ning's.  December  7.  Our  socials  are  a  source  of 
much  pleasure  and  profit.  Wishing  to  each  and 
every  Division  a  profitable  and  Happy  New  Year. 
Blue  Island,  Ills.  Mrs.  Belle  Young. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  looking  over  The  Conductor  I  find  it  has 
been  some  time  since  anything  has  been  heard 
from  Division  137.  I  am  happy  to  say  we  are  all 
alive  and  prosperous.  We  have  had  so  many 
festive  occasions  I  scarcely  know  where  to  begin. 
The  20th  of  September  was  our  first  anniversary, 
which  occasion  was  celebrated  in  the  O.  R.  C.  hall. 
The  hall  was  beautifully  decorated  in  the  Division 
colors  and  a  most  interesting  program  was  ably 
rendered.  The  violin  solos  and  the  singing  by  the 
Cycle  Trio  were  most  heartily  encored.  The  reci- 
tations were  much  enjoyed,  especially  the  one  by 
little  Frankie  Coffey.  After  the  programme  re- 
freshments were  served.  Sisters  Davis  and  Clem- 
ents presiding  at  the  punch  bowl  with  much  dig- 
nity. Last  month  a  tea  was  given  by  Sister  Wy- 
man.  Those  attending  can  testify  to  a  most  pleas- 
ant afternoon  and  proclaim  the  Sister  a  most 
charming  hostess.  Besides  being  a  benefit  socially 
our  treasury  was  replenished  a  few  dollars  also. 
While  we  have  been  enjoying  these  pleasures  our 
ears  have  not  been  deaf  to  charity's  call.  The  Sis- 
ters of  this  Division  are  always  very  liberal  in  re- 
sponding to  such  calls.  We  also  sent  a  nice  box 
and  a  neat  sum  of  money  to  the  Home.  The 
only  regret  we  have  along  this  line  is  that 
more  of  the  members  of  the  O.  R.  C.  did  not 
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respond,  but  we  hope  before  another  year  rolls 
round  each  member  will  have  i investigated  and 
have  become  convinced  of  the  worthiness  of  the 
canse.  "for  as  often  as  ye  have  done  nnto  one  of  the 
least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  nnto 
me." 

We  have  had  two  additions  to  our  membership 
recently— Sisters  Davis  and  Kammer,  We  are  al- 
ways pleased  to  welcome  new  members  and  hope 
to  have  more  soon.  We  were  delighted  to  have 
Sister  Ingraham  of  Division  106  with  us  at  our  last 
meeting.  We  claim  a  distinction  for  this  Sister, 
perhaps  not  enjoyed  by  many.  She  is  our  Mother 
as  well  as  Sister,  for  had  it  not  been  for  her 
earnest  efforts  this  Division  wouldllnot  have  been 
organized  i  and: i' we  should  have  missed  all  the 
pleasures  that  come  to  members  of  the  L.  A.  and 
most  of  all  missed  the  sympathy  and  love  we  have 
for  each  other.  The  Sisters  of  this  Division  are 
always  preparing  some  pleasant  surprise,  the  last 
one  being  the  presentation  of  a  beautiful  pin.  hand- 
somely engraved,  to  the  President,  Mrs.  Honey- 
cutt.  Prom  the  pin  hangs  a  five-pointed  star,  so 
significant  as  this  is  Lone  Star  Division.  I  am 
sure  this  gift  is  highly  appreciated  by  her  not  only 
for  its  intrinsic  value,  but  for  the  love  which 
prompted  its  bestowal.  We  also  presented  Sister 
Ingraham  with  a  bunch  of  carnations,  tied  with  the 
colors  of  our  Order,  which  she  accepted  in  her  own 
graceful  manner.  It  was  only  a  slight  token,  yet 
expressed  in  beautiful  bloom  and  sweet  fragrance 
the  love  and  esteem  of  this  Division. 

Division  134  need  not  think  they  are  the  only  rain- 
makers for  Division  137  wishes  to  divide  honors 
with  them.  We  are  as  equally  unfortunate  as 
yourselves.  Perhaps  we  might  enter  into  a  "com- 
bine" (we  will  not  dare  say  "trust"  for  the  Brothers 
would  be  horrified)  and  have  so  many  entertain- 
ments that  Texas  would  never  have  a  drought. 
Then  we  might  secure  handsome  donations  from 
the  farmers. 

Sisters,  we  are  at  the  close  of  another  year,  and. 
as  we  look  into  the  next,  may  we  not  resolve  to  be 
more  faithful  and  efficient  members?  If  we  do. 
then  will  our  Grand  President  feel  that  her  efforts 
have  not  been  in  vain  and  the  L.  A.  will  have  at- 
tained the  eminence  she  has  set  for  it. 

Cleburne.  Tex.  Scribbler. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

As  a  member  of  Division  100.  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  speak  of  the  delightful  time  we 
had  at  our  meeting  December  12, 1900.  It  being 
election  day  of  course  all  the  members  turned  out. 
The  room  was  full.  We  bad  our  Grand  President. 
Sister  Moore,  with  us.  which  delighted  us.  After 
the  opening  exercises  a  march  was  played,  and 
four  Sisters  were  admitted:  two  carrying  pretty 
baskets  holding  refreshments,  and  two  carrying 
servers  containing  cups  and  saucers.  The  cups 
were  filled  with  ice  cream  and  were  the  Christmas 
presents  from  our  President.  Sister  Sewall.  After 
partaking  of  refreshments  the  general  order  of 
business  was  suspended  and  election  taken  up,  our 
noble  President  being  re-elected  unanimously. 
She  is  the  right  one  in  the  right  place,  as  she  un- 
derstands how  to  handle  us  and  make  us  all  love 
her:  and  I  for  one  wish  to  thank  her  through  The 
Conductor  for  my  present. 


I  think  if  we  would  all  live  up  to  the  obligation 
we  take  at  the  altar,  we  would  be  better  wives, 
mothers  and  Sisters.  For  is  it  not  a  pledge  of 
honor?  Then  let  us  cultivate  the  pure  and  best 
quality  of  our  natures  and  show  our  love  for  one 
another,  and  forgive  as  we  would  be  forgiven. 

West  Chicago.  111.  A  Member. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

On  the  8th  day  of  December  Division  57.  L.  A  to 
O.  R.  C..  elected  the  following  officers  for  1901: 

Pres..  Mrs.  Rector:  V.  P..  Mrs.  Heacock:  S.  S.. 
Mrs.  Shipley:  J.  S..  Mrs.  Crichfleld:  S.  and  T.,  Mrs. 
McAuliffe:  Guard.  Mrs.  Ellery:  Ch'm.  Ex.  Com.. 
Mrs.  Joyce:  Delegate.  Mrs.  McAuliffe:  Alternate. 
Mrs.  Rowen:  Correspondent.  Mrs.  Rowen. 

While  we  have  not  been  heard  from  in  a  long 
time  we  are  getting  along  nicely  and  increasing 
our  membership.  On  Oct.  31. 1900.  we  gave  a  supper 
to  the  conductors  of  Division  281  and  their  wives, 
which  was  highly  appreciated  by  them,  judging 
from  the  way  the  good  things  disappeared.  The 
members  of  Division  281  gave  an  evening  reception 
on  New  Years  night.  Correspondent. 

Pittsburg.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  our  last  meeting  we  bad  a  good  attendance 
and  many  pleasant  faces,  the  occasion  being  elec- 
tion of  officers.  No  little  excitement  is  attendant 
upon  such  occasions  ar  each  and  every  member 
has  to  the  best  of  her  ability  her  choice  in  putting 
the  proper  one  in  her  proper  place.  This  election 
was  an  exceptional  one  as  far  as  our  President  was 
concerned.  Her  year  having  ended  she  was  about 
to  lay  that  responsible  position  on  some  other 
member  when  to  her  great  surprise  she  was  unan- 
imously elected  for  another  year  at  this  meeting. 

Our  officers  for  1901  are:  Pres..  Mrs.  J.  T.  Walsh: 
V.  P  .  Mrs.  J.  Corwin:  S.  and  T.  Mrs.  Chas.  Lippin- 
cott:  J.  S..  Mrs.  J.  Collins:  S.  S..  Mrs.  C.  Dennis: 
Guard.  Mrs.  J.  Moore;  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  Van  Kuren, 
Mrs.  T.  Callim.  Mrs.  C.  Lurdan;  Correspondent 
Mrs.  Val  Soper:  Delegate.  Mrs.  A.  C.  Smith:  Alter- 
nate. Mrs.  R.  MacDonald.  My  membership  is  of  a 
recent  date  (less  than  a  year)  and  will  try  and 
write  something  more  interesting  next  time. 
With  a  Happy  New  Year.        Mrs.  I.  V.  Soper. 

Elmira.  N.  Y. 

a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  7  is  slowly  but  surely  coming  to  the 
front.  We  recently  added  one  new  member  and 
balloted  on  one  other.  Sisters  if  you  would  all 
come  out  and  give  us  your  hearty  support  we 
would  have  a  Division  we  maybe  proud  of.  I  hear 
Sisters  saying  "I  have  not  got  time  to  go  to  the  Di- 
vision." We  only  meet  every  two  weeks  and  if  we 
would  all  come  out  and  give  our  President  our 
hearty  support  it  would  be  much  more  encour- 
aging for  her  and  be  more  interesting  for  others. 
You  can  certainly  spare  one  hour  in  the  Division 
room,  which  if  we  all  get  there  on  time  would  not 
take  much  longer.  Then  again  there  are  some 
men  who  never  think  that  a  woman  had  ought  to 
belong  to  a  lodge:  her  place  is  at  home  taking  care 
of  the  children,  but  it  is  quite  different  with  him. 
He  can  belong  to  all  lodges  or  anything  else  he 
chooses:  he  can  take  all  degrees  no  matter  how  ex- 
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pensive  it  may  be;  he  earns  the  money  and  that  is 
his  business.  I  think  the  wife  bad  ought  to  be 
granted  the  same  privilege  if  she  conducts  herself 
in  a  ladylike  manner. 

Our  Brothers  bad  a  union  meeting  here  Decem- 
ber 2.  which  was  I  dare  say  a  grand  success.  They 
had  a  public  meeting  on  the  evening  of  "December 
2  at  our  auditorium  which  was  filled  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  The  Brothers  all  returning  Tuesday. 
December  4.  wishing  our  Brothers  many  more 
such  successful  meetings.  Division  7  had  their 
election  of  officers  on  December  14  which  resulted 
as  follows:  Pres..  Mrs.  C.  V.  Smith:  V.  P..  Mrs. 
Morris  Plynn:  S.  and  T„  Mrs.  Clara  Meanon  J.  S.. 
Mrs.  Thomas  Smart:  S.  S..  Mrs  Wm.  Wharton: 
Guard.  Mrs.  John  Seiler;  Correspondent.  Mrs. 
Thos.  Smart;  Organist.  Mrs.  John  Seiler;  Dele- 
gate. Mrs.  C.  V.  Smith:  Alternate.  Mrs.  Clara 
Meanor.  We  will  have  our  installation  the 
first  meeting  in  January,  with  the  hope  of  our  Di- 
vision prospering  the  following  year.  Trusting 
that  all  onr  Sisters  who  have  been  elected  to  the 
honor  of  an  office  will  greet  us  all  at  each  meet- 
ing of  the  coming  year.  I  will  close  wishing  you  all 
a  Happy  New  Year. 

Newark.  O.  Mrs.  Thos.  Smart. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  bad  a  very  pleasant  winter's  and  sum- 
mer's work,  holding  dime  socials.  I  believe  these 
social  gatherings  are  a  benefit  to  the  Order,  as  it 
allows  the  families  of  conductors  to  become  better 
acquainted  and  promotes  social  good-fellowship, 
and  that  is  what  we  need  in  all  our  Divisions,  to 
have  them  a  success.  On  reading  the  letters  of 
our  Sisters  in  The  Conductor  I  find  the  same  old 
complaint— non-attendance  at  meetings.  Now. 
Sisters,  these  are  something  that  every  Sister 
should  try  to  attend.  We  all  attend  when  we  have 
election  of  officers:  we  place  our  Sisters  in  office, 
then  we  think  our  duty  is  accomplished,  when  it 
only  has  commenced.  If  we  do  not  attend  Divi- 
sion meetings  our  officers  are  discouraged,  and 
iustly.  too.  I  know  by  personal  experience  it  is 
very  discouraging  for  an  officer  to  go  to  a  meeting 
and  find  no  floor  members  present  to  assist  in 
carrying  out  the  noble  work  of  our  Order.  Dear 
Sisters,  please  follow  me  to  a  Sunday  morning  on 
the  first  of  May.  when  Dewey  sailed  into  Manila 
Bay.  Who  won  the  day  for  Dewey?  Was  it  not 
the  men  behind  the  guns?  Just  so.  our  officers 
cannot  make  our  Division  a  success  without  the 
aid  of  floor  members.  It  is  a  duty  we  owe  them, 
and  any  Sister  that  does  not  assist  her  Sisters  to 
hold  office  is  a  traitor  to  the  Order.  She  is  doing 
an  act  of  injustice  to  the  Sisters  she  has  helped 
place  at  the  heads  of  Divisions.  I  am  very  glad 
to  be  able  to  say  our  Division  meetings  are  well 
attended.  On  the  28th  of  September  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  a  visit  from  our  Grand  President.  In 
the  evening  a  reception  in  her  honor  was  given. 
Card-playing,  dancing,  and  various  other  amuse- 
ments were  enjoyed  and  light  refreshments 
served,  and  an  orchestra  furnished  delightful 
music  throughout  the  evening.  One  of  the  pleas- 
ing events  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation  of 
a  beautiful  bouquet  of  carnations  to  the  Grand 
President  by  the  Great  International  Auxiliary  to 
the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers  of 


Utica.  showing  the  love  and  esteem  our  worthy 
Grand  President  commands  in  Utica.  All  dis- 
persed to  their  homes  tired  but  happy  and  ready 
to  commence  the  real  work.  On  the  27th  our  in- 
structions in  our  work  were  given.  Sister  Moore 
labored  untiringly  with  us  all  day.  and  when  our 
afternoon  session  closed  we  were  all  proud  to 
know  we  had  been  taught  our  work  perfectly.  On 
the  28th  Sister  Moore  bade  us  good-bye.  That 
closed  three  days  that  will  long  be  remembered 
by  all  members  of  Division  115. 

Sisters,  if  you  think  you  need  any  instructions 
in  your  work,  send  for  the  Grand  President.  When 
she  leaves  you.  you  will  be  satisfied  that  she  is  a 
noble  woman,  at  the  helm  of  a  noble  Order.  May 
God's  choicest  blessing  be  hers,  both  here  and  in 
the  world  to  come. 

In  the  month  of  November  we  had  two  initia- 
tions and  expect  several  more  in  the  near  future. 
Wishing  all  Ladies  Auxiliaries  and  O.  R.  C.  Divi- 
sions a  Happy  New  Year.      M as.  P.  H .  Eagan. 

Frankfort.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  85  began  the  year  with  so  many  good 
things.  I  fear  we've  given  over  to  self-enjoyment 
almost  too  much.  We  have  not  done  as  much  be- 
nevolent work  as  in  the  years  that  are  past.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  year  we  look  forward  and  plan: 
at  the  close  we  look  backward  and  see  wherein 
we've  failed. 

We  rejoice  with  worthy  Chief  Conductor  E.  L. 
Green.  A  son  (Hinston  by  name),  has  come  to 
make  glad  their  home. 

There  is  no  use  for  us  to  be  thinking  what  we 
will  do  for  the  good  of  the  Order.  Everyone  is 
expected  to  do  something  to  promote  its  interests. 
He  who  forgives  will  be  forgiven.  Let  us  culti- 
vate the  purer  and  better  qualities  of  our  nature. 
Show  our  fraternal  charities  by  our  deeds  of  gen- 
erosity and  forbearance.  Division  85  sends  New 
Year  greetings  to  all  Sister  L.  A's.  and  O.  R.  C. 

Parsons.  Kan.  Mrs.  N.  M.  Brown. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  97  held  their  election  of  officers  for  the 
year  1901.  Thursday.  Dec.  13. 1900.  electing:  Pres.. 
Hattie  E.  Reynolds;  V.  P..  Hattie  M.  Lindsay;  S. 
and  T..  Sadie  Trahey:  S.  S..  Sarah  Judd:  J.  S.. 
Mary  E.  Youker:  Guard.  Emma  Wells:  Ex.  Com.. 
Sisters  Mahone.  Rossetter  and  Sanders:  Corre- 
spondent. Mrs.  W.  L.  Hippert;  Ins.  Ag't..  Ella  M. 
Rossetter. 

Our  past  summer  has  been  one  long  to  be  re- 
membered for  the  good  and  sisterly  feeling  shown 
by  all  members  of  No.  97.  we  having  had  several 
socials  at  the  houses  of  our  members,  and  while 
the  work  is  hard  the  good  times  had  by  all  and  the 
pleasant  recollections  of  those  same  good  times 
are  sufficient  recompense  for  the  trouble  and  work 
they  caused.  To  our-  retiring  officers  we  have 
nothing  but  praise  to  offer,  and  ask  for  our  new 
officers  the  same  just  and  generous  treatment  as 
has  been  extended  our  officers  in  the  past.  Out  of 
a  membership  of  35  we  had  with  us  on  election  day 
27  Sisters,  a  showing  we  point  to  with  pride,  and 
would  ask.  how  many  Divisions  can  do  better?  We 
have  contributed  to  the  Home  for  Disabled  Rail- 
road Men  at  Highland  Park,  money,  eatables  and 
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bedding  and  in  other  ways  dispensed  charity.  Our 
Division  treasury,  while  not  overloaded,  has  in  it . 
a  very  comfortable  amount,  sufficient  for  all  nec- 
essary purposes.  Our  Division  is  now  agitating 
the  presenting  of  suitable  badges  to  all  our  Past 
Presidents  and  to  all  Presidents  of  the  future  as  a 
slight  token  of  our  esteem  and  a  reward  to  them 
for  filling  the  position.  Our  delegate  to  Grand  Di- 
vision this  year  is  Sister  Florence  V.  Poole,  who 
represented  No.  97  in  1889  at  Detroit.  With  kind 
wishes  to  all  sister  Divisions  and  wishing  you  all  a 
Happy  New  Year.  M  as.  C.  D.  Rossettkk. 

Aurora.  111. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

At  our  last  meeting  we  elected  officers  as  fol- 
lows: Pres..  Mrs.  T.  B.  LaRue;  V.  P..  Mrs.  T. 
Gleason:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  T.  J.  Thomas:  S.  S..  Mrs. 
C.  W.  Conner:  J.  S..  Mrs.  J.  W.  Beathard:  Ex.  Com.. 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Bonham.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Ragsdale  and  Mrs. 
P.  E.  Daily:  Guard,  Mrs.  T.  E.  McLean:  Corre- 
spondent and  Delegate.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Ragsdale: 
Alternate.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Conner. 

In  reading  The  Conductor  each  month  I  find 
so  few  letters  from  the  different  Auxiliaries.  I 
wonder  if  they  are  losing  interest  or  are  growing 
careless,  or  think  as  I  have,  that  perhaps  some 
other  Sister  will  send  a  letter.  I  think  we  ought  to 
write  oftener.  as  these  letters  are  the  means  of 
telling  each  other  what  we  are  doing.  They  are 
read  by  almost  every  conductor's  wife,  whether 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  or  not.  Brothers, 
you  should  put  your  trust  in  the  Savior,  then  if  it 
should  be  the  desire  of  the  Lord  to  remove  you 
while  on  the  road,  you  would  be  ready— some  say 
one  says  we  cannot  live  a  Christian  and  railroad. 
Perhaps  you  have  not  tried  bard  enough?  I  think 
that  the  work  can  be  done  with  more  pleasure  than 
in  a  wicked  way.  Then  the  saloons  and  gambling 
houses  would  get  none  of  the  wages  of  our  boys.  It 
may  be  our  turn  next,  so  let  us  consecrate  our 
life's  work  that  when  the  summons  comes  we  can 
rest  in  the  consciousness  of  duty  well  performed. 
Our  next  letter  will  be  from  our  new  correspondent 
and  I  hope  she  will  keep  the  Division  before  you 
all  better  than  I  have  done.  May  the  giver  of  all 
earthly  good  be  with  all  the  boys  on  the  rail  is  my 
earnest  wish.  Correspondent. 

Knoxville.  Tenn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

A  few  farewell  remarks  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
the  century  and  my  term  of  office.  Division  8  is  in 
good  working  order  and  are  fully  equipped  for  the 
new  year's  work.  Interest  and  attendance  has 
been  very  good.  Now  and  then  we  have  an  initi- 
ation just  to  keep  our  goat  in  practice  and  to  use 
the  surplus  energy.  As  the  candidates  catch  their 
breath  after  the  goat  is  called  off.  the  sub-agent  of 
insurance  catches  them  and  they  will  gladly  insure 
themselves  against  the  second  attack  of  goatship.  I 
will  only  add  that  we  have  our  eye  on  a  few  others.  At 
our  election  of  officers  Dec.  12th  the  following  were 
elected:  Pres..  Mrs.  J.  Bell:  Vice  Pres..  Mrs.  Fred 
Glosser:  S.  &  T..  Mrs.  Sam'l  Conrad:  Senior  Sister, 
•Mrs.  Frank  Randalls:  Junior  Sister.  Mrs.  Wm. 
Prettyleaf;  Guard,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Jacoby;  Ch.  Ex. 
Com..  Mrs.  Jno.  Blain;  Delegate.  Mrs.  Frank 


Randalls:  Alternate.  Mrs.  Fred  Glosser:  Corres- 
pondent Mrs.  Harry  Riddle:  Sub-Agt.  of  Ins..  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Shafer. 

We  heard  that  Division  187  O.  R.  C.  had  elected  a 
correspondent  this  year  and  you  may  expect  to 
hear  from  them  quite  often  but  that  will  not  inter- 
fere with*  our  correspondent.  Gladly  do  I  hand 
over  the  pen  to  our  Sister  for  she  is  fully  able  to 
wield  it  with  honor  to  our  Division.  We  are  proud 
of  her.  She  is  one  of  our  latest  additions,  and  she 
is  insured.  We  will  have  busy  times  at  tbe  next 
few  meetings.  We  expect  to  initiate  a  Sister  the 
first  meeting  the  new  officers  take  their  seats. 
There  will  be  some  petitions  to  act  upon  and  as  we 
will  feel  exhausted  we  intend  having  lunch  in  the 
hall  after  the  meeting.  In  my  last  letter  I  told  of 
a  quilt  experiment.  It  has  been  a  grand  success. 
Each  Sister  makes  a  block  of  the  quilt,  the  re- 
quired size,  works  their  name  on  it.  then  armed 
with  lunch  basket  we  wend  our  way  to  a  Sister's 
home,  join  the  blocks  and  finish  the  quilt  and  spend 
the  evening.  This  is  kept  up  until  each  Sister  gets 
a  quilt.  We  do  have  the  nicest  times.  Besides 
think  of  the  remembrance  we  have  of  each  Sister's 
work.  I  wish  you  all  a  Happy  New  Year  and  hand 
over  my  pen  to  my  successor. 

Sunbury,  Pa.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shafer. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  112  is  alive  and  have  more  wants  to 
live  for  than  ever  now  that  we  have  added  two  new 
members  to  our  ranks  and  will  have  two  or  three 
initiations  in  the  near  future.  Our  Auxiliary  is 
growing  in  numbers.  Sister  Reinhart  was  here 
from  Auxiliary  9  to  inspect  our  Auxiliary  and 
other  visiting  Sisters  came  with  her.  Come  again 
Sisters;  we  are  always  glad  to  have  visiting  mem- 
bers come.  As  the  year  is  ending  with  prosperity 
we  have  the  same  hopes  for  the  new  year.  It  will 
bring  new  officers  who  will  be  good  workers  for 
the  Auxiliary.  The  Sisters  gave  a  surprise  to  the 
Brothers  of  Division  309.  which  was  at  Brother 
Wise's  home.  Supper  was  served  and  all  did  ample 
justice  to  tbe  repast.  All  spent  an  enjoyable  eve- 
ning and  went  home  rejoicing.  I  hope  there  will 
be  more  surprises  in  the  future  as  we  all  have  a 
jolly  good  time.  I  think  we  will  get  a  new  mem- 
ber as  Brother  Charlie  Brindle  was  married  on 
Christmas  day.  We  will  gladly  welcome  her  to 
our  sisterhood.  While  some  spent  a  merry  Christ- 
mas others  spent  a  very  sad  Christmas  as  Brother 
Coughanour  was  hurt  in  a  wreck,  having  his  leg 
taken  off  and  died  in  three  days.  We  have  a  grand 
and  noble  work  to  do  to  sympathize  with  those 
that  are  so  sorely  afflicted.  Now  Brothers,  talk  to 
your  wives  and  get  them  to  join  tbe  Auxiliary. 
Will  try  and  communicate  oftener  and  will  now 
say  adieu  and  give  all  Sisters  a  cordial  invitation 
to  visit  us  when  in  the  city.  A  Member. 

Scottdale.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  No.  IS  held  its  annual  election  of  officers 
with  the  following  result:  Pres..  Mrs.  E.  Wilds: 
V.  P..  Mrs.  O.  F.  Anderson;  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  F.  E. 
Bronson;  S.  S.,  Mrs.  G.  F.  Conley;  J.  S..  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Eaves:  Guard.  Mrs.  B.  Boyers:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  O. 
C.  Kelly.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Boyer.  Mrs.  J.  R.  Zoll;  Corre- 
spondent Mrs.  W.  H.  Bowlin*:  Snb^Agt.  Ins. 
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Mrs.  G.  W.  Wilcozen;  Musician.  Mrs.  J.  L.  Loo*. 
Delegate.  Mrs.  P.  B.  Brooson:  Alternate.  Mrs.  C. 
E.  Smith. 

Members  who  have  not  attended  meeting  for 
some  time,  paid  their  dues,  came  into  this  meeting 
and  took  active  part  in  the  election. 

All  enjoyed  the  visit  of  our  Grand  President. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Moore.  December  10  and  11.  A  recep- 
tion was  given  in  her  honor,  at  the  home  of  our 
Past  President.  Mrs.  J.  N.  Salter,  and  most  of  our 
fifty  members  came  in  to  meet  the  Grand  Presi- 
dent. The  afternoon  was  pleasantly  passed  in 
conversation  and  listening  to  piano  music  by  Miss 
Ada  Peck,  and  vocal  selections  by  several  of  the 
guests.  All  were  then  invited  to  the  dining  room, 
where  they  were  served  to  chocolate  and  wafers. 
The  hours  passed  most  happily  and  all  carried 
away  only  pleasant  remembrances  of  the  recep- 
tion and  of  Mrs.  Moore.  The  Grand  President  in- 
spected the  Division  the  afternoon  of  the  11th.  and 
by  her  instruction  and  review  of  the  work  we 
were  greatly  benefited,  and  she  impressed  us  as 
being  eminentiy  qualified  and  thoroughly  compe- 
tent to  fill  the  high  office  she  now  holds.  In  the 
evening  a  banquet  was  tendered  Mrs.  Moore  at 
Spate's  restaurant. 

Tbe  past  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
years  in  the  history  of  our  Division,  which  has 
been  directly  dne  to  the  untiring  efforts  on  the 
part  of  our  Past  President.  The  finances  are  in  a 
good  condition,  new  members  have  been  added, 
and  the  average  attendance  has  greatly  increased, 
making  Division  15  one  of  the  best. 

Happy  New  Year  to  all. 

Galesburg;.  111.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bowling. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  Division  140.  L.  A.,  are 
all  aboard  for  the  next  century,  and  that  we  are  in 
a  prosperous  condition,  taking  in  consideration 
that  we  are  thirteen  months  of  age  only,  with  a 
membership  of  16  and  a  bank  account  of  a  half  a 
hundred,  and  expect  to  do  better  in  the  next  cen- 
tury. With  the  aid  of  the  Brothers  of  Division 
183.  at  our  joint  installation,  they  were  very  much 
surprised  to  think  bow  much  benefit  the  Auxiliary 
is  to  them,  and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  must  be  up  and  doing  and  take  more  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  our  noble  Order.  At  their  instal- 
lation they  were  so  deeply  impressed  that  they 
selected  our  President  as  their  marshal!  during 
their  installation,  which  made  their  work  show  off 
very  pretty,  as  I  know  their  electors  were  never 
escorted  so  gracefully  to  their  stations  before.  It 
was  quite  an  addition  to  their  work  and  all  were 
pleased.  The  Sisters  of  our  Divison  (140)  were  in- 
stalled by  Sister  Rephan  of  Division  46.  and  the 
work  was  done  very  satisfactory,  and  quite  a  num- 
ber of  Division  46  were  present  and  participated. 
After  the  installation  refreshments  were  served 
and  all  departed  highly  pleased  at  the  afternoon's 
pleasure.  On  the  22nd  of  December  Divisions  140 
and  183  attended,  by  invitation.  Division  263  and 


Auxiliary  46  at  their  installation  and  had  a  nice 
time  and  one  of  the  grandest  suppersl  We  did 
ample  justice  to  the  same.  Many  thanks  to  them, 
and  we  hope  to  meet  again.  Wishing  all  the  Sis- 
ters a  prosperous  New  Year. 

Tbe  following  officers  were  elected  for  tbe  en- 
suing year:  Pres..  Mrs.  C.  H.  Shiply:  V.-P..  Mrs. 
M.  Curry:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  J.  C.  Corgan:  S.  S..  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Young:  J.S..  Mrs.  A.  C.  Schmutz:  Guard.  Mrs. 
H.  C.  Cole:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  C.  J.  White.  Mrs.  P.  L. 
Seabolt.  Mrs.  M.  Curry:  Ins.  Ag't..  Mrs.  H.  C.  Cole: 
Delegate.  Mrs.  A.  C.  Schmutz:  Alternate.  Mrs.  M. 
Curry.  Mas.  A.  C.  Schmutz. 

Cumberland.  Md. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Sister  Hussey  called  the  special  meeting  toorder 
at  2:40.  After  the  preliminary  ceremony  we 
opened  in  regular  form.  Scripture  lesson  for  the 
day  was  read  from  the  first  seven  verses  of  Pro- 
verbs. The  members  were  then  called  on  to  assist 
our  President  in  giving  the  grand  honors  to  the  jG. 
P..  after  which  the  meeting  was  given  over  to  her. 
and  we  bad  tbe  pleasure  of  listening  to  a  most  in- 
teresting and  very  instructive  address.  She  con- 
sidered our  average  good,  and  made  special  men- 
tion of  how  necessary  it  was  to  the  new  officers  to 
have  the  support  of  the  members  in  attending  the 
meetings.  She  urged  the  Sisters  to  get  in  new 
members,  and  also,  if  possible,  to  form  a  class  in 
parliamentary  law.  which  would  be  of  great  help. 

As  to  the  result  of  the  inspection,  corrections 
were  made  in  calling  the  members  to  their  feet: 
salute  tbe  President  at  the  preliminary  opening. 
I,  Sister,  salute  over  open  bible.  In  practicing  the 
initiation  it  was  necessary  to  make  some  correc- 
tions. Sisters  Wishart.  Carpenter.  Kepler  and 
Rexinger  were  put  through  the  link  work:  then 
came  practicing  the  ballot,  and  as  final  in  that 
work  she  advised  the  practice  of  some  part  of  the 
work  at  each  meeting,  so  as  to  be  ready  when  oc- 
casion demands.  As  the  afternoon  was  getting 
short  there  was  little  time  for  the  insurance,  but 
she  was  very  complimentary  to  our  Division  for 
having  taken  up  the  work  as  we  did,  for  out  of  the 
nine  deaths  she  knew  seven  personally,  and  what 
a  blessing  tbe  little  amount  was  in  every  case. 
She  therefore  urged  tbe  members  to  help  the  cause 
along  by  taking  out  an  insurance. 

We  elected  the  following  officers  for  tbe  ensuing 
year:  Pres..  Mrs.  C.  F.  Rexinger:  V.  P..  Mrs.  D. 
Carpenter:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  A.  C.  Rossiter:  S.  S.. 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Hussey:  J.  S..  Mrs.  J.  Shasberger:  Guard. 
Mrs.  H.  Witwer:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  L.  J.  Punches. 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Brown.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Shultz;  Correspond- 
ent. Mrs.  H.  H.  Andrews:  Ins.  Agent.  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Rossiter:  Delegate, Mrs.  S.  H.  Hussey;  Alternate. 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Rossiter. 

Mrs.  Hussey  entertained  tbe  Grand  President. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Moore,  of  Toledo.  Ohio,  and  all  members 
and  their  families  were  invited. 

Elkhart.  Ind.  Mrs.  H.  Hussey,  Pres. 

Mrs.  Rossiter,  Sec. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  a  regular  reader  of  The  Conductor  I  have 
always  been  disposed  to  leave  the  space  in  the 
Fraternal  department  for  others  to  fill,  but  I  feel 
like  saying;  something:  to  the  Brothers  which  I  can- 
not say  and  be  heard  as  I  wish,  except  by  asking; 
for  a  little  space  myself. 

The  approaching;  Grand  Division  is.  as  "Murat" 
says,  an  important  one.  but  I  don't  see  that  it  is 
any  more  important  than  any  one  of  a  number  of 
its  predecessors.  There  are  some  important 
questions  which  will,  and  should  be  brought  up  for 
consideration,  and  on  some  of  those  questions 
which  we  hear  the  most  about  in  the  Fraternal  de- 
partment, we  will  find  ourselves  at  the  close  of 
the  dUcnssion  and  the  close  of  the  Grand  Division 
just  where  we  are  now  unless  in  the  meantime  a 
majority  of  our  members  experience  a  change  of 
heart  or  of  conviction,  or  unless  our  members  turn 
over  a  new  leaf  in  the  direction  of  each  one  per. 
forming;  his  duty  to  the  Order  and  his  Brothers  in 
the  Order. 

We  hear  a  great  deal  about  seniority,  and  our 
good  Brother  "Murat"  invites  a  positive  expres- 
sion as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Order  on  that  subject. 
He  insinuates  that  there  is  some  doubt  as  to 
whether  tbe  responsibility  for  present  conditions 
rests  with  our  laws  or  the  officers  who  administer 
those  laws.  If  "Murat"  had  traveled  around  as 
much  as  I  have  in  the  past  tew  years,  had  had  as 
much  opportunity  as  I  have  had  to  see  the  true 
situation,  and  desired  to  be  fair,  as  no 
doubt  he  does,  he  would  not  insinuate  that  the  re- 
sponsibility rests  with  either  our  laws  or  the  ad. 
ministration.  Our  law  does  not  lay  down  any 
particular  course  on  that  subject,  and  it  should  not 
except  after  each  delegate  had  been  instructed  in 
accordance  with  what  is  known  to  be  the  will  of 
a  majority  of  tbe  members  of  his  Division.  I 
know  that  our  G.  C.  C.  bas  always  urged  Divisions 
and  committees  to  be  liberal  and  considerate,  and 
to  provide  as  far  as  possible  for  tbe  hiring;  of  con- 
ductors as  conductors.  They  have  been  criticized 
for  their  earnestness  in  that  direction  and  now  it 
seems  they  must  be  criticized  by  the  other  side 
for  not  having;  done  more.  I  don't  like  insinua 
tions.  I  like  to  see  a  man  come  out  squarely  in  his 
opinions,  after  having;  made  sure  that  his  opinions 
are  based  on  facts  and  on  the  trutb. 

Let  me  tell  you  what  tbe  situation  is  so  far  as 
seniority  is  concerned:  A  large  majority  of  us  are 


willing:  tbat  seniority  should  be  taken  away  from 
others,  but  we  don't  propose  to  have  our  own  sen- 
iority rights  interfered  with.  We  are  willing:  to 
provide,  if  possible,  for  the  hiring;  of  conductors, 
out  we  insist  that  a  conductor  so  hired  shall  take 
his  place  at  the  foot  of  the  list  of  extra  conductors 
and  fall  into  line  on  our  own  seniority  list.  If  the 
company  should  hire  one  of  our  members  who  is 
out  of  employment  and  give  him  a  passenger  train 
over  us  we  would  protest  in  the  strongest  terms 
against  such  invasion  of  our  "rights."  And  what 
are  those  "rights"  founded  upon?  Seniority,  and 
nothing  else. 

I  venture  the  statement  (and  I  ask  the  Editor  to 
correct  it  if  I  am  wrong,)  that  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance, if  not  in  every  one.  the  rules  regarding; 
seniority,  hiring  conductors  and  promotion,  have 
been  agreed  upon  between  the  committees  and 
the  officials  of  the  road  before  the  G.  C.  C.  was 
called  in.  The  fact  is  that  those  of  our  mem- 
bers who  are  employed  and  who  are  in  line  of  pro- 
motion as  conductors  are.  by  a  large  majority,  in 
favor  of  seniority  among  conductors.  Those  who 
are  not  employed,  or  who  are  not  in  line  for  pro- 
motion on  conductors.list  are  opposed  to  seniority. 
Whatever  the  vote  of  the  Grand  Division,  com- 
posed of  uninstructed  delegates  might  be.  the 
fact  remains  that  a  large  majority  of  our  members 
are  in  favor  of  seniority  among  conductors. 

I  have  looked  overthe  book  of  schedules  recently 
issued  and  that  with  some  care.  I  find  that  in  nearly 
every  one  of  them  the  right  to  hire  experienced  men 
from  other  roads  is  reserved  to  the  company.  Do 
they  exercise  tbat  right  as  a  general  or  every  day 
policy?  I  rather  guess  not  to  any  great  degree.  It 
is.  therefore,  simply  ridiculous  for  a  trainmaster 
or  other  official  to  say  that  they  are  prevented 
from  hiring  conductors  by  the  terms  of  the 
schedule  or  by  the  act  of  the  Order.  Such  state- 
ments may  serve  to  make  someone  "sore"  at  some- 
one else  or  at  the  Order  but  they  are  false  and 
everyone  who  takes  the  trouble  to  learn  the  facts 
knows  them  to  be  false. 

I  am  not  an  advocate  of  seniority  and  I  never 
have  been.  I  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  take 
my  chances  with  the  rest  against  "favoritism" 
and  all  the  other  arguments  in  favor  of  seniority 
and  allow  the  officials  of  the  road  to  hire  whom 
they  please  and  to  place  them  where  they  please. 
I  have  no  doubt  "Murat"  would  be  willing  to  do 
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likewise.  But  would  the  majority  of  our  members 
be  equally  willing:?  I  fear  not. 

If  our  EH  visions  are  to  Instruct  their  delegates 
on  this  question  let  them  do  so  understanding^ 
and  not  let  the  Grand  Division  deliver  itself  of  a 
lot  of  meaningless  "whereases"  and  "resolveds" 
which  no  officers  can  carry  out  because  the  mem- 
bership and  committees  are  opposed  to  them.  The 
number  of  our  members  who  are  in  the  service 
greatly  outnumber  those  who  are  out  of  ser- 
vice. That  which  is  best  for  those  in  service  is. 
therefore,  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  num.- 
ber.  If  the  members  on  a  certain  system  of  rail- 
road, who  are  the  ones  represented  by  the  general 
committee  for  that  system,  and  who  are  the  only 
ones  who  pay  their  general  committee,  desire  to 
arrange  with  the  management  of  that  road  that 
conductors  shall  hold  "rights"  to  runs  and  to  pro- 
motion according  to  their  age  in  the  service  of  that 
company  as  conductors,  does  the  Grand  Division 
propose  to  say  that  the  wish  of  those  members 
shall  not  be  respected,  or  that  they  shall  be  de- 
prived of  any  of  the  support  or  assistance  provided 
in  the  laws  of  the  Order?  If  so.  how  long  may  they 
be  expected  to  remain  in  the  Order? 

I  wish  I  could  impress  upon  every  member  of 
the  Order  the  importance  of  his  exerting  every 
effort  on  his  part  to  help  bring  about  a  policy  of 
hiring  as  many  experienced  conductors  as  possi- 
ble. If  they  are  to  come  in  on  a  certain  percent- 
age and  to  take  their  place  at  the  foot  of  the  con- 
ductors' list,  so  be  it:  but  let  us  try  to  pave  the  way 
for  their  employment,  and  let  us  know  just  what 
we  are  doing  before  we  declare  the  policy  of  our 
Order  on  this  subject. 

It  is  somewhat  amusing  to  hear  "Murat"  quote 
Geo.  Howard  and"Baldy"  Wilkinson  as  authorities 
on  the  welfare  of  an  organization.  We  all  know 
where  their  ideas  and  leadership  landed  them. 

There  need  be  no  fear  of  our  Order  being  "as- 
similated" by  any  other.  "Murat"  holds  the  en- 
gineers up  as  an  example  for  the  conductors. 
Dots  be  know  that  seniority  is  one  of  the  principles 
of  the  B.  of  L.  E.  which  is  religiously  clung  to  and 
lived  up  to?  They  try  to.  do  just  what  I  have  sug- 
gested: that  is.  secure  employment  for  their  mem- 
bers who  are  out  of  employment. 

There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  strong  moral  influ- 
ence which  the  railway  orders  can  exercise  in 
trying  to  have  the  age  limit  and  physical  examina- 
tion rules  modified.  Every  possible  effort  should 
be  put  forth  to  that  end.  We  cannot,  however, 
hope  to  find  a  way  to  force  a  railway  company  to 
hire  a  man  who  does  not  meet  their  requirements 
or  whom  they  are  unwilling  to  hire.  I  have  been  a 
member  of  more  than  one  General  Committee 
and  I  have  heard  the  Grand  Officers  argue  these 
questions  with  general  managers,  and  argue  them 
forcefully  and  strongly.  I  have  seen  some  modifi- 
cation of  the  rules  made  as  a  result  of  such  argu- 
ments, and  it  is  unfair  for  "Murat"  or  any  other 
member  to  intimate  that  no  attention  has  been 
paid  to  these  important  subjects  by  the  adminis- 
trations. 

The  statistics  talked  about  could  not  be  gath- 
ered unless  each  Division  had  an  officer  to  devote 
his  time  to  that  work,  and  if  they  were  collected 
and  laid  before  the  membership  they  would  not  be 
studied  or  even  read.   They  would  not  receive 


one-half  the  attention  which  is  now  given  to  the 
report  of  discipline  which  the  G.  C.  C.  sends  out: 
and  that  is.  in  my  observation,  mighty  little. 

Prom  "Marat's"  inferences  as  to  proper  loca- 
tion for  responsibility  we  may  reasonably  assume 
that  his  idea  of  the  duty  of  an  organisation  is  to 
enact  laws  which  will  make  us  immune  as  far  as 
any  of  the  ills  which  common  humanity  is  subject 
to  are  concerned,  and  if.  by  chance,  a  new  ill  ap- 
pears between  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Division 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  administration  to  at  once  find 
a  cure  for  it.  Failing  in  this  the  organization 
must  be  considered  as  having  fallen  short  of  its 
mission.  Fiel  Fie!  An  organization  cannot  per- 
form impossibilities.  Neither  can  it  do  for  each 
of  us  all  that  we  would  be  glad  to  have  done.  We 
must  do  something  for  ourselves,  and,  incident- 
ally, I  might  remark  that  the  "good  old  days"  with 
the  good  old  days'  way  of  running  a  train  have 
passed  and  gone.  If  we  run  a  train  very  long 
nowadays  we  must  run  it  according  to  the  "now- 
adays" requirements  and  ideas. 

I  cannot  agree  with  "Murafs"  ideas  as  to  proper 
use  of  the  protective  fund.  That  fund  is  for  a 
particular  specified  puroose  and  I  think  the  laws 
regarding  its  use  are  all  right.  "Murat"  recites  a 
certain  supposed  condition  of  affairs  on  a  certain 
road  and  then  assumes  that  our  members  are 
being  dismissed  there  because  they  are  mem- 
bers and  asks  if  a  Grand  Officer  is  on  the 
ground  to  give  protection.  I  happen  to  know 
that  while  there  have  been  many  accidents 
on  that  road,  and  that  while  many  men  in 
the  different  classes  have  been  dismissed  from 
its  service,  and  many  more  have  left  of  their  own 
accord.  No  member  of  our  Order  has  been  dis- 
missed or  discriminated  against  on  account  of 
membership  in  the  Order.  None  of  the  orders 
have  had  thoroughly  effective  organizations  on 
that  road  since  1894  when  the  men  employed  upon 
it  involved  it  in  the  A.  R.  U.  strike.  If  the  men  on 
that  road  were  as  anxious  for  protection  through 
thorough  organization  as  the  executives  of  the 
orders  are  willing  to  do  their  part,  the  situation 
would  be  very  different.  My  observation  has  been 
that  the  officers  of  the  orders  are  more  willing  to 
uphold,  by  demonstration  of  force  if  need  be.  the 
rights  of  the  members  to  hold  membership,  and  to 
recognition  through  their  committees  than  the 
average  members  are.  In  proof  of  this  I  call  at- 
tention to  the  willingness  of  the  officers  to  fight 
for  recognition  of  the  federated  board,  and  the  un- 
willingness of  the  members  to  do  so  on  three  or 
four  different  roads. 

A  Grand  Officer  "on  the  ground,"  even  if  his 
pockets  are  all  full  of  "protective  fund"  cannot  go 
farther  than  the  sentiment  of  the  members  will 
support  him  in  going.  Grand  Officers  might  "de- 
clare" all  kinds  of  "war"  and  they  would  be  in  a 
supremely  ridiculous  position  if  the  members 
would  not  rally  earnestly  and  heartily  in  support 
of  the  declaration.  Let  us  look  at  these  things  in 
a  fair,  honest  and  proper  way  and  find  out  just 
where  we  are  "at"  and  see  where  we  are  going  to 
land  before  we  leap.  "Loyal  Devoir." 

Chicago,  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 
The  question  of  what  shall  be  done  with  the  old 

Conductor,  when  no  longer  able  to  take  care  of 

by 


42 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


himself,  is  one  that  is  well  worthy  of  all  the  time 
and  printer's  ink  that  has  been  bestowed  upon  it. 
Very  few  of  the  Brothers  who  have  advocated  the 
measure  through  the  columns  of  The  Conductor 
have  offered  any  definite  plan  for  taking  up  of  the 
work.  I  was  quite  interested  in  Brother  Osborn's 
article  in  the  November  number,  as  he  proposed  a 
plan  and  partially  set  it  forth  in  detail.  Let  us 
look  into  the  plan  a  little.  This  arrangement  for 
the  capital  is  all  right  and  could  be  easily  brought 
about;  as  to  the  business,  his  idea  seems  to  be  a 
general  manufacture  of  uniforms,  furnishings,  and 
shoes.  Does  he.  or  anyone  else,  know  of  anything 
of  this  kind  in  existence  at  the  present  time  that  is 
a  paying  business?  How  many  old  conductors  or 
members  of  their  families  that  are  unable  to  make 
a  living  at  their  profession  are  able  to  go  into  a 
tailoring  establishment  or  shoe  factory  and  earn  a 
day's  pay,  and  that  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
business?  Does  anyone  believe  for  a  moment  that 
if  all  the  obstacles  were  removed,  and  a  manu- 
factory of  the  kind  mentioned  started,  that  every 
Conductor  or  railway  man  and  his  friend  would 
immediately  transfer  his  patronage  to  such  an  in- 
stitution? 

The  same  laws  that  govern  all  other  business 
enterprises  would  govern  this  one.  You  must  first 
prove  your  goods  to  be  equal  to  those  of  other 
manufacturers  and  then  introduce  them,  which 
you  would  not  find  as  easy  work  as  one  might 
think. 

I  don't  know  what  rule  applies  all  over  the 
country  to  the  purchase  of  uniforms  bat  many 
lines  require  that  they  be  purchased  of  certain 
houses.  Again,  many  of  our  Conductors  would  want 
to  know  something  of  the  skill  of  the  man  who  cut 
these  uniforms,  for  they  don't  care  to  wear  clothes 
that  look  as  though  they  were  handed  off  the  shelf. 
It  is  no  easy  task  to  find  a  man  capable  of  handling 
an  establishment  such  as  has  been  outlined,  for 
such  things  are  the  growth  of  time  and  skill,  so  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  only  thing  we  can  gain  in 
this  proposition,  is  the  chance  to  make  a  profit, 
which  is  doubtful,  and  there  would  be  few  if  any 
places  for  the  old  conductor. 

A  manufacturing  business,  to  be  successful,  re- 
quires the  greatest  care  and  husbanding  of  re- 
sources: buying  the  raw  material  in  the  best 
market,  and  turning  over  the  capital  fre- 
quently. Getting  an  honest  day's  work  for  an 
honest  day's  pay  from  every  employe,  and  cannot 
be  run  as  a  home  for  invalids. 

I  have  no  plan  of  my  own  to  offer,  but  it  does 
seem  to  me  there  would  be  grave  danger  of  loos- 
ing our  capital,  to  adopt  Brother  Osborn's  idea, 
and  could  do  better  to  donate  it  to  the  needy, 
knowing  that  same  would  receive  the  benefit  in- 
tended. 

The  question  will  undoubtedly  be  one  of  the  lead- 
ing one  at  the  next  Grand  Division,  and  it  seems  to 
me  we  lack  the  knowledge  to  arrive  at  the  proper 
understanding  of  what  is  necessary.  If  tbeG.  C. 
C.  or  the  G.  S.  &  T.  would  request  each  Division 
to  furnish  their  delegate  with  the  number  of  mem- 
bers in  their  Division  that  would  in  all  probability 
make  an  application  for  the  benefits  of  a  Home,  or 
provisions  for  old  age.  Also  members  of  the  Order 
of  other  Divisions  that  were  in  their  jurisdiction, 
we  might  then  have  some  ground  to  work  on.  It 


would  also  be  necessary  to  know  if  there  were 
members  of  his  family  that  were  to  be  included  in 
this  provision. 

I  hope  that  neither  Brother  Osborn  nor  any 
other  Brother  will  think  for  a  moment  that  I  am 
against  the  proposition  for  taking  care  of  the  old 
and  worn  out  members.  I  think  we  should  be 
guided  by  the  example  of  others,  and  when  we  de- 
cide on  a  plan  let  it  be  one  which  will  be  broad 
enough  and  strong  enough  to  live  after  those  now 
here  have  passed  away,  and  be  a  monument  to  the 
foresight  of  the  conductors  of  America. 

Tacoma.  Wash.  Jos.  B.  W.  Johnson. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

After  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  conductors  again 
organized  in  this  mountain  town  of  Evanston .  Di- 
vision 45  organized  here  in  1875.  then  moved  from 
here  to  Ogden.  Utah,  in  1878.  if  my  memory  is  right, 
with  fifteen  members.  We  organized  Division 
408  in  Evanston  December  10.  1900.  with  24 
charter  members  and  a  few  more  in  sight  when 
they  are  eligible  to  ride  the  goat.  If  this  lesson  is 
not  enough  to  convince  the  most  doubtful  unor- 
ganised conductor  that  the  O.  R.  C.  is  part  of  the 
machinery  of  the  highways  of  commerce  and  is 
recognized  as  such  all  over  the  American  conti- 
nent, taking  in  Cuba.  Porto  Rico  and  the  Philip- 
pines, and  is  now  considered  the  color  bearer  of 
organized  labor,  if  he  will  not  line  up  then  he 
should  be  considered  an  enemy  to  organized  labor 
and  petrified  in  his  views  as  to  his  protection  of 
himself  and  family  and  good  progressive  railroad 
service.  In  1875  when  we  were  organized  here  the 
first  time,  conductors  hired  their  own  brakemen. 
I  have  on  two  occasions  put  brakemen  off  my  train 
for  not  doing  their  work  as  I  told  them  and  brought 
the  train  into  terminal  without  a  brakeman.  This 
was  before  there  was  any  air.  If  I  would  do  that 
now  the  superintendent  would  meet  me  with  a 
time  check  at  the  register  book.  Still,  he  holds  me 
responsible  for  their  actions  while  on  duty  and  has 
discharged  conductors  for  the  actions  of  his 
brakemen.  I  claim  this  is  wrong  and  it  won't 
stand  to  come  before  the  general  managers'  asso- 
ciation where  it  should  be  taken.  Either  let  the 
conductors  hire  their  brakemen  or  don't  bold  them 
responsible  for  their  actions  while  on  duty. 

It  don't  seem  to  me  to  be  twenty-five  years  since 
that  time  but  dates  will  not  lie.  We  worked  by  the 
month  then:  24  hours  was  considered  a  day's  work; 
$65  a  month  for  brakemen.  $85  for  running  train: 
three  meals  for  a  dollar.  50c  for  a  bed;  clothing 
double  the  price  now  and  all  other  living 
expenses  in  proportion.  Now  an  expert  brakeman 
will  make  4,000  miles  at  two  cents  a  mile  with  over- 
time and  kicks  if  he  can't  make  $90.  Meals  25  cents. 
He  can  buy  a  dress  suit  for  $15.  and  other  expenses 
are  in  proportion.  Conductors  at  three  cents  per 
mile  will  kick  if  he  can't  make  $125.  The  question 
is  asked,  what  brought  this  about?  Organized 
labor  did  this!  I  now  ask  the  question,  what  is 
wrong  with  the  O.  R.  C.  that  every  man  eligible 
should  not  line  up  as  Brother  Wilkins  said  in  his 
speech  at  our  banquet  after  the  public  instal- 
lation. Those  friends  of  the  conductors  who  were 
present  praise  his  speech  as  the  best  they  ever 
heard  on  the  labor  question. 

After  Brother  Wilkins'  speech  everyone  present 
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was  invited  to  sit  down  to  the  heaviest  loaded  table 
of  good  things  to  eat  that  I  have  seen  since  the 
O.  K.  C.  ball  supper  at  Ogden.  Utah.  Feb.  13. 1900. 
Then  dancing  began  with  a  waltz  and  ended  with 
Home  Sweet  Home  at  1:30  a.  m.  Every  person 
present  was  satisfied  and  happy,  saying  God  speed 
to  the  conductors  and  wishing  that  Division  408 
might  live  as  long  as  grass  grows  and  water  runs. 
Our  Division  Superintendent.  Parker,  was  present, 
together  with  Division  Superintendent  of  Motive 
Power.  Stuart.  Chief  Despatcher  Eagan  and  Wm. 
Pugh.  Ex-Superintendent  G.  O'Neill.  Visitors 
from  Division  124  were  E.  E.  Crocker.  J.  Conlisk. 
wife  and  son.  Tom  Whalen,  O.  J.  Smith.  W.  H. 
Dee.  M.  C.  Deublen.  Chief  of  Police  J.  Conlisk 
said  in  return  for  our  good  treatment  of  himself 
and  party  he  would  give  us  the  freedom  of  the  city 
of  Ogden  whenever  we  visited  there.  You  are  all 
right.  Jack. 

The  Following  are  the  officers:  C.  K.  Wians. 
C.  C:  P.  S.  Tracey.  A.  C.  C:  J.  H.  Loomis,  J.  C: 
S.  P.  Miller.  S.  C;  Wm.Rupp.  S.  and  T.;  Wm. 
Very.  I.  S-:  Wm.  H.  Ransom.  O.  S.;  E.  W.  Burk. 
Delegate  to  Grand  Division.  St.  Paul:  R.  Robins. 
C.  D.  Belnap.  S.  P.  Miller.  Com.  of  Adjustment. 

Division  408  wishes  our  Grand  Officers  and  all 
0.  R.  C.  conductors  a  happy  New  Year,  hoping  that 
a  year  hence  we  can  see  through  the  reports  from 
Cedar  Rapids  that  there  is  not  an  O.  R.  C.  conduc- 
tor out  of  employment.  J.  Dwybr. 

Evanston.  Wyo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  has  been  some  time  since  I  have  used  any 
space  in  The  Conductor,  but  it  has  not  been  on 
account  of  losing  interest.  I  take  great  pains  to 
read  The  Conductor,  and  especially  the  Frater- 
nal Department,  wherein  the  Brothers  air  their 
opinions  on  everything  for  our  welfare,  and 
some  things  that  are  not  for  our  welfare.  One  well- 
meaning  Brother  complains  that  it  has  got  so  on 
his  district  that  he  can't  get  an  Order  man  a  posi- 
tion, and  then  goes  on  to  state  that  the  trainmaster 
of  the  past  four  years  had  resigned  to  accept 
another  position,  and  he  was  so  popular  with  the 
employes  that  to  show  their  appreciation  of  his 
past  acts,  they  met  at  his  office  and  presented 
him  with  a  valuable  diamond.  Now.  that  article 
struck  me  as  being  "right  queer."  and  about  the 
last  thing  that  I  would  do.  for  I  believe  that  a 
trainmaster  is  under  as  much  obligation  to  a  con- 
ductor who  attends  strictly  to  his  duties  and  takes 
care  of  the  company's  property  as  a  conductor  is 
to  his  trainmaster  who  gives  him  an  opportunity 
to  do  so. 

Now,  in  regard  to  securing  positions:  If  the 
Brother  will  be  strictly  up  to  date,  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  standard  rules,  be  temperate,  indus- 
trious, and  honest,  and  live  up  to  the  obligations  of 
the  O.  R.  C.  there  will  be  less  complaint  about 
age  limit,  and  the  "student  question"  will  die  a 
natural  death.  Fortunately.  I  have  never  been 
employed  on  a  seniority  road,  where,  it  seems  to 
me,  a  man  takes  no  interest  in  his  work,  and 
where  the  men  behind  him  push  along  until  he 
finally  gets  promoted  by  what  some  call  "rights." 
instead  of  receiving  his  promotion  on  his  ability 
and  his  strict  attention  to  business.  We  have 
several  Brothers  here  now.  new  arrivals,  among 


them  Brother  Collins,  of  89:  Brother  Benjamin,  of 
55,  and  Brother  Daniels,  of  57.  running  trains,  and 
room  for  one  or  two  more  good  O.  R.  C,  men  that 
are  good  hustlers  and  willing  to  give  an  honest 
day's  work  for  an  honest  day's  pay.  They  must  be 
honest  and  temperate,  for  a  man  cannot  work  for 
the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railway  that  is  not  a  temper- 
ance man, 

I  do  not  see  the  need  of  a  labor  bureau  that  some 
Brothers  are  agitating.  I  believe  in  keeping  your 
record  clear.  You  may  have  an  accident  or  may 
make  a  mistake  so  that  you  may  be  discharged  for 
it,  but  if  you  are  a  good,  sober  man  some  other 
road  needs  just  such  a  man.  and  you  will  not  make 
the  same  mistake  twice.  And  if  your  character  is 
good  you  will  not  be  turned  down  with  the  old 
reply  which  some  hear,  "application  not  ap- 
proved." What  would  be  the  first  thing  required 
of  a  labor  bureau  from  a  railway  company?  It 
would  be  to  furnish  a  certificate  of  character 
and  competency  from  last  employer,  and  I  believe 
if  a  Brother  can  furnish  that,  then  he  will  have  no 
need  for  a  labor  bureau.  I  see  no  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived from  it  exoept  by  the  man  who  sits  in  the 
big  arm  chair  and  draws  the  good  fat  salary  which 
would  be  demanded  for  running  such  an  estab- 
lishment. 

Brother  Osborn  is  still  working  for  the  Old  Con- 
ductors' Home,  and  the  overall  or  the  shoe  fac- 
tory. I  admire  his  perseverence  and  his  desire  to 
do  good  to  his  unfortunate  Brothers,  but  I  do  not 
believe  »  the  Home  or  the  shoe  business,  but 
possibly  his  letters  are  for  just  such  thick-headed 
people  as  I.  Brother  Ingram  and  Brother  Bogert 
are  still  writing  on  insurance.  I  concur  with 
Brother  Ingram,  and  I  believe  that  a  great  many 
conductors  will  live  to  see  the  time  when  they  will 
thank  the  members  of  the  Grand  Division  of  the 
27th  session  for  providing  a  way  to  make  our  in- 
surance as  firm  as  the  leading  life  insurance  com- 
panies of  the  country.  The  Brother  who  signs 
"Muskrat"  (I-  do  wish  the  Brothers  would  sign  cor- 
rect name),  has.  in  my  opinion,  a  good  article  in 
August  number  of  Conductor. 

There  is  some  talk  of  lessening  the  pages  of 
The  Conddctor  and  restricting  the  letters  to  a 
certain  number  of  lines.  I  do  hope  nothing  like 
this  will  become  a  law,  for  I  believe  when  you 
restrict  such  writers  as  Brother  Ingram,  W.  W. 
Welch,  Muskrat.  J.  R.  Scates.  Bogert,  Veritas. 
Capt.  Barber.  Osborn.  and  several  others  who 
write  alternately,  you  will  certainly  decrease  the 
interest  taken  in  our  official  organ. 

Division  97  held  their  annual  election  of  officers 
today  and  elected  the  following  officers  for  1901: 
C.  H.  Burdick.  C.  C:  P.  G.  Deyo.  A.  C.  C:  E.  B. 
son.  J.  C:  Member  Board  of  Adjustment.  Charles 
Watson,  S.  and  T.:  R.  H.  Filson.  S.  C:  W.E.  S.  Gib- 
Braznell:  C.  H.  Burdick.  Delegate:  P.  G.  Deyo: 
Alternate.  We  have  lost  several  members  by 
transfer  and  one  by  death  in  the  past  year,  and 
have  a  membership  now  of  twenty-five.  Twenty- 
three  in  actual  employment  on  a  railroad,  with 
Brother  C.  F.  Scott  selling  the  "Union-made 
Cracker."  and  is  able  to  attend  Division  every 
meeting,  and  Brother  W.  W.  Cumteings.  an  in- 
valid, in  Lima,  Ohio,  who  has  been  under  treat- 
ment for  locomotar  ataxia  for  some  time.  Brother 
Fred  Knight  has  been  recently  married  to  a  lady 
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of  Wichita.  Kas.  Brother  Chas.  Scott,  formerly  a 
member  of  Division  97.  but  now  a  member  of 
No.  6.  has  also  married  a  lady  of  Battle 
Creek.  Mich.— Miss  Alta  Riddle.  W.  W.  Anderson 
is  now  located  at  Denison.  Texas,  on  M.  K.  &  T„ 
and  the  Brothers  of  53  will  find  him  in  the  Division 
room  as  often  as  he  is  in  town  on  the  meeting: 
days.  And  now.  Brother  Editor,  wishing:  yon  and 
members  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 
Roodhonse.  111.  C.  H.  Burdick. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating:  the  union  meet- 
ing; held  in  our  little  city  of  Newark,  O.,  on  the  2nd 
inst..  was  very  largely  attended  by  the  five  differ- 
ent railroad  Orders  of  the  B.  &  O.  system.  Namely, 
the  O.  R.  C„  B.  L.  E„  B.  L.  P..  B.  R.  T.  and  O.  R.  T. 
Everything:  passed  off  in  the  very  best  order. 
Those  present  at  the  evening:  meeting:  at  the 
auditorium,  as  speakers,  were  the  Hon.  Herbert 
Atherton,  mayor  of  our  city.  Hon.  Geo.  K.  Nash, 
governor  of  the  state.  Arthur.  Sargent.  Garretson. 
Dodge  and  Vanatta.  and  will  say  that  some  of  the 
speeches,  especially  the  ones  made  by  Arthur. 
Sargent  and  Dodge,  were  very  spicy  and  to  the 
point.  The  installation  of  officers  for  Licking 
Division,  which  should  have  taken  place  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  this  month,  had  to  be  put  off  until 
the  ninth,  on  account  of  union  meeting.  The  elec- 
tion was  gone  through  with  in  the  proper  manner 
according  to  the  by-laws  and  constitution  of  the 
Order. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  year  1901  are:  U.  G. 
Ferguson.  C.  C:  J.  Doyle.  Jr..  A.  C.  C:  J.  H. 
Meanor.  S.  and  T.;  W.  C.  Smith,  S.  C:  C.  C.  Fara- 
bee.  J.  C:  A.  T.  Irwin.  I.  S.;  C.  E.  Doran.  O.  S.: 
Division  Committee:  S.  F.  Moore.  Chas.  Reel  and 
Miller  Shafer:  Division  Trustees:  C.  H.  Trailer. 
Converse  Wylie.  and  L.  A.  Schefler:  Delegate.  U. 
G.  Ferguson:  Alternate.  W.  C.  Smith.  It  was  very 
satisfactory  to  all  the  Brothers.  Of  course  there 
was  more  or  less  talk  over  election  of  officers,  as  it 
is  hard  to  suit  all.  Brother  Harry  Connors,  who  is 
rather  windy  at  times  and  hard  to  hold  in  check, 
bad  to  have  his  say  or  bust,  but  Harry  is  all  right, 
just  the  same,  as  he  is  not  afraid  to  express  him- 
self at  any  stage  of  the  game.  Then  there  is 
Brother  Geo.  McGuire,  who  is  equal  to  Westing- 
house  air  jam.  is  screwed  down  to  a  very  low 
pressure  and  is  liable  to  pop  at  any  moment.  Of 
course  Brother  Donavon.  who  was  knocked  out  of 
the  deck  of  his  caboose  a  short  time  ago.  had  to  say 
something  about  the  engineer  trying  to  stop  the 
caboose  first,  but  Brother  Donavon  has  recovered 
enough  to  make  himself  heard  in  the  Division 
room.  A.  F.  Henley. 

Newark.  O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  a  meeting  of  Division  1  held  Sunday  Decem- 
ber 16. 1900.  the  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year:  S.  M.  Fitch.  C.  C:  E.  A.  Barnett. 
A.  C.  C:  C.  H.  Warren.  S.  and  T.;  C.  Williams.  S. 
C:  J.  M.  Winslow.  J.  C:  T.  F.  Davidson.  I.  S.;  S.  S. 
Guthrie.  O.  S.:  W.  J.  Lacy,  delegate;  J.  M.  Wins- 
low,  alternate;  A.  W.  Connors.  A.  F.  Fleming  and 
N.  H.  Wood,  trustees.  All  the  officers  of  the  Divi- 
sion were  elected  by  unanimous  vote.  In  the 
selection  of  delegate  there  was  some  difference  of 


opinion  as  to  whether  Brothers  Lacy  or  Litchfield 
should  represent  tbe  Division.  Brother  Lacy  was 
selected;  be  will  ably  represent  our  Division:  being: 
a  forceful  speaker,  a  good  debater,  he  will  have 
opportunity  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  tbe 
largest  Division  of  the  Order.  While  Brother  Lacy 
is  not  in  service  he  has  kept  well  informed  along 
tbe  lines  of  working  conductors  and  has  been  a 
close  student  and  attendant  at  Division  meetings. 

Some  slight  difference  of  opinion  developed  in 
choosing  trustees,  but  taking  the  entire  election 
proceedings  it  was  the  most  largely  attended  and 
most  thoroughly  harmonious  that  has  ever  been 
conducted  in  the  Division.  During  the  progress  of 
the  election  the  Division  was  agreeably  surprised 
to  see  Brother  E.  A.  Sadd  enter  the  Division  room. 
He  was  cordially  received  by  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers, and  in  a  neat  speech  be  told  tbe  Division  of 
his  long  illness  and  referred  in  terms  of  praise  to 
the  kind  and  generous  treatment  bestowed  upon 
him  by  the  Burlington  people. 

Brother  Fitch  our  new  Chief  Conductor  will 
make  an  excellent  officer.  The  wisdom  of  his 
choice  will  manifest  itself  in  many  and  substantial 
directions.  His  progressiveness  will  warrant  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  entire  membership.  It 
is  expected  we  will  lose  some  few  members  who 
will  transfer  to  other  Divisions  in  tbe  city  on 
account  of  location,  but  at  the  end  of  this  next 
year  I  predict  a  good  showing. 

Several  of  our  members  are  expecting  state 
appointments  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  the 
governor-elect  will  see  that  the  railway  men  are 
duly  recognized.  I  have  been  informed  that  all 
the  Divisions  will  join  hands  and  try  to  make  the 
stop-over  of  the  delegates  and  their  wives  who  pass 
through  Chicago  going  to  the  Grand  Division  as 
pleasant  as  possible.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
rooms  be  secured  at  our  best  hotels  and  make  a 
special  effort  to  add  to  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of 
tbe  visitors.  If  tbe  delegates  will  notify  our 
genial  Secretary.  Brother  Warren.  I  feel  assured 
that  they  will  receive  the  proper  attention. 

I  sincerely  hope  the  Grand  Division  will  take 
some  definite  action  regarding  the  Home.  This 
worthy  institution  is  deserving  of  earnest  atten- 
tion. The  number  of  honored  guests  comfortably 
housed  there  commends  the  institution  to  every 
thoughtful  man  engaged  in  tbe  laborious  and 
hazardous  occupation  of  railroading.  Each  year 
new  restrictions  are  added  to  the  already  long  list 
which  disqualify  men  for  active  service.  The  age 
limit  is  steadily  and  surely  narrowing  the  period 
of  usefulness.  The  necessity  of  ample  provision 
for  the  care  of  those  who  unfortunately  are  no 
longer  young  is  apparent  to  all  and  should  be  met 
cheerfully.  I  believe  that  each  of  the  railway 
brotherhoods  should  control  tbe  Home  through  a 
board  of  trustees  elected  at  each  Grand  Conven- 
tion. A  small  per  capita  tax  could  be  levied  on 
each  member  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Home. 
Division  1  will  make  a  canvass  among  tbe  whole- 
sale groceries  of  Chicago  soon,  and  we  hope  to  get 
a  donation  for  the  Home:  while  a  few  boxes  of 
canned  goods,  possibly  a  few  hams,  don't  seem 
much,  yet  it  is  just  such  articles  of  food  that 
makes  the  expenses  of  the  Home.  Now, Brothers, 
don't  forget  the  craft.  Dispense  with  a  few  per- 
sonal luxuries  and  send  an  occasional  penny  to  the 
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boys  at  Highland  Park.  Our  Division  will  give 
their  annual  ball  in  Masonic  Temple  Wednesday 
evening.  January  23.  1901.  We  will  endeavor  to 
make  it  a  grand  success. 

Many  prominent  labor  leaders  are  in  the  city  this 
week  attending  the  industrial  conference  at  Stein- 
way  hall,  being  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
National  Civic  Federation.  Carrol  D.  Wrieht 
Samuel  Gompers.  Grand  Chief  Conductor  Clark. 
Grand  Master  Morrissey  of  the  Trainmen,  and 
others  will  discuss  the  question  of  arbitration. 
Many  railroad  men  of  the  city  are  in  daily  attend- 
ance. A  lively  interest  was  taken  in  the  paper 
read  by  First  Vice-President  E.  D.  Kenna  of  the 
Santa  Fe.  Mr.  Kenna  outlined  fully  the  interest 
of  the  employers,  employes  and  the  public  in  in- 
dustrial warfare  such  as  strikes.  In  a  forceful 
way  be  showed  the  public  interest  overshadowed 
all.  He  expressed  little  confidence  in  the  various 
forms  of  arbitration,  especially  that  which  is  com- 
pulsory; but  held  the  inexorable  law  of  supply 
and  demand  must  necessarily  determine  the  result 
of  industrial  struggles.  He  also  stated  the  present 
strike  of  Telegraphers  on  the  Santa  Fe  system 
was  the  first  which  the  present  management  had 
been  unable  to  settle  in  conference  with  its  em- 
ployes. He  declared  the  Telegraphers  had  failed 
to  carry  out  the  conditions  agreed  upon  in  con- 
ference, hence  the  strike.  Mr.  Gompers  scored 
the  railroad  official  for  presenting  the  case  in  the 
absence  of  some  one  to  represent  the  strikers' 
side  of  the  controversy. 

The  railway  men  of  Illinois  are  hopeful  of  Sen- 
ator Cullom's  re-election  to  the  U.  S.  Senate. 
They  regard  him  as  their  true  friend.  Wishing 
all  Divisions  the  same  degree  of  prosperity  and 
good  health  that  Division  1  has  been  blessed  with 
during  the  past  year.  Chicago. 

Chicago.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

The  undersigned  was  elected  to  the  exalted  posi- 
tion of  official  "kicker"  and  correspondent  for  Di- 
vision 92.  commencing  my  duties  before  the  old 
year  is  gone,  closing  another  volume  of  life's  his- 
tory, and  open  a  new  balance  sheet  with  Ti  me.  As 
we  shut  and  clasp  the  old  book  marked  1900.  would 
it  not  be  well  to  take  it  once  more  in  our  hands, 
scanning  its  pages  to  see  what  they  contain?  We 
may  find  some  that  we  would  love  to  dwell  upon, 
telling  of  plans  achieved  as  well  as  obstacles  over- 
come by  the  fervor  of  a  stern  resolve.  Here  are 
pages  all  stained  with  a  record  of  selfishness. 
Pass  that  by.  not  to  be  rewritten  in  the  new  book  of 
1901.  Here  is  a  kind  word  spoken  to  one  who  had 
sought  to  injure  us.  At  the  time  we  almost  re- 
gretted it.  but  now  it  is  one  of  the  brightest  spots 
in  Memory's  book.  Here  is  a  paragraph  filled 
with  bitter  words  uttered  in  personal  hatred.  We 
can  say  that  in  calmer  and  saner  moments  it  gives 
us  no  joy  to  know  that  we  have  made  an  enemy  at 
the  expense  of  our  manhood.  Looking  over  the 
book  of  Life,  and  the  many  incidents  in  connection 
therewith,  now  seems  but  a  little  thing.  But  it 
was  enough,  and  the  intimacy  of  years  of  the  clos- 
est friendship  has  given  away  to  coldness  and  re- 
straint. May  we  trust  that  Time,  the  subtle  healer 
may  efface  the  record  and  make  friends  rejoice. 
We  cannot  tell,  but  as  we  pass  on  down  life's  rug- 


ged stream,  we  pay  the  tribute  of  a  sigh  for  old  ' 
times' sake,  or  we  may  find  some  manly  words 
spoken  in  defense  of  one  that  we  have  wronged, 
brightening  the  future  pages  of  our  better  life. 
Division  92  will  commence  the  New  Year  with 
much  good  material.  There  are  some  seven  or 
eight  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Order.  By 
1902  we  hope  the  push  and  energy  of  the  new  offi- 
cers elected  will  swell  our  membership  to  the  100 
mark.  C.  H.  Arthur. 

Indianapolis.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

The  year  1900  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close  and  be 
fore  this  simple  letter  of  mine  reaches  the  many 
readers  of  Thb  Conductor,  the  year  will  be  gone, 
also  my  office  as  correspondent.  We  hope  to  ac- 
complish much  good  in  the  new  year.  Let  our 
aspirations  be  high.  Try  to  elevate  our  Order. 
Let  us  remember  the  Golden  Rule.  "Do  unto 
others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you."  It 
seems  to  me  after  all  that  life  itself  is  man's  most 
effective  teacher.  However  wild  a  man's  esti- 
mates may  be  while  his  blood  is  hot  and  thick, 
when  his  hair  begins  to  whiten,  and  his  eye  to  dim. 
unless  he  is  hopelessly  dull,  he  gropes  his  way 
nearer  to  truth.  In  our  long  voyage,  when  the 
flush  of  youth  is  over,  it  may  be  that  we  shall  value 
less  the  gaiety  and  fun  of  these  early  years  and 
betake  of  ourselves  to  more  serious  work,  and. 
presently,  even  work  will  lose  its  use  and  zest,  and 
the  shores  of  the  world  about  us  will  grow  hazy 
and  dull  and  we  will  see  the  importance  of  our  in- 
surance. Brothers,  look  well  about  your  insur- 
ance. You  cannot  tell  what  time  you  may  be  cut 
down.  Protect  your  loved  ones  from  the  cold 
charity  of  the  world. 

I  will  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  the  newly 
elected  officers  of  Division  148.  Brother  J.  A. 
Stone,  our  Chief  Conductor,  who  has  so  loyally 
stood  by  our  Division  for  many  years  will  again 
preside  over  and  guide  us.  Jim  is  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place;  true  to  his  obligations  and  al- 
ways ready  to  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
to  all.  Next  comes  W.  T.  Capehart.  assistant 
Chief  Conductor.  Bill  is  one  of  our  old  landmarks 
and  without  him  to  assist  Brother  Stone  in  presid- 
ing over  the  meetings,  the  boys  would  not  think 
the  Division  complete.  When  meeting  day  comes 
he  never  tails  to  be  on  hand.  He  is  a  true  Brother 
to  the  Order.  The  same  can  be  said  of  Brother  R. 
B.  Stegall.  our  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  who  has 
again  been  chosen  by  the  Division  to  look  after 
the  finances  of  the  Division  and  to  remind  the 
Brothers  when  they  get  a  little  tardy  and  forget- 
ful of  their  dues.  Brother  Bob  is  all  right.  I  know 
I  voice  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  Division  when 
I  say  Brother  Stegall  has  a  life-time  office  in  Di- 
vision 148.  For  Senior  Conductor  we  have  Brother 
Wm.  Thomas;  for  Junior  Conductor.  Brother  B. 
F.  Griffiths;  for  Inside  Sentinel.  Brother  F.  B. 
Scroggins:  for  Outside  Sentinel.  Brother  W,  E. 
Wheellock.  Brother  R.  W.  Smith,  who  has  been 
our  A.  C.  C.  for  the  past  year  retires  from  office, 
as  his  position  will  be  so  the  coming  year  he  can 
not  meet  with  us  regularly.  Bob.  we  are  sorry 
that  fate  has  willed  it  so.  Brother  Bob  has  a  posi- 
tion on  the  Selma  division  of  the  Southern  Rail- 
road. Brother,  we  wish  you  good  luck  in  your  new 
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Held.  May  yon  live  long  and  prosper  is  oar  wish. 
Brother  Lenter  also  of  Division  148  has  a  position 
on  the  same  road.  Brother,  we  wish  yon  well  and 
hope  that  hind  Providence  will  permit  yon  to  meet 
with  ns  often.  We  are  looking  forward  with  great 
pleasure  and  expectation  to  the  day  of  installation 
of  officers.  Our  entertainment  committee  has 
promised  a  banquet  on  that  day  and  the  boys  are 
expecting  some  good  things  to  eat  (myself  in- 
cluded, as  I  am  an  epicurean  my  wife  says.)  Aux- 
iliary 48  will  join  ns  in  the  installation,  and  boys,  a 
little  bird  flew  around  the  corner  and  told  ns  we 
would  have  to  get  a  move  on  us  as  the  Sisters 
■ever  do  anything  by  the  halves.  They  are  hold- 
ing secret  meetings  and  it  means  something  in 
the  way  of  a  surprise  to  all.  The  silent  influence 
of  woman  is  weighty  and  does  much  to  keep  this 
American  republic  moral  and  sane. 

I  must  tell  you  about  the  Dutch  lunch  that  Sis- 
ter Stone  and  Sister  Capehart  gave  in  honor  of 
Sister  Neddo.  who  has  gone  to  Norfolk.  Va..  to 
live.  It  was  a  grand  success.  I  wish  I  had  time 
•ad  space  to  report  it.  It  could  not  be  excelled. 
The  tables  were  loaded  with  everything  that  heart 
could  wish  for  and  we  did  it  justice.  After  the 
hatch  the  music  began  and  I  wish  you  could  have 
seen  the  boys  and  girls  trip  the  light  fantastic  toe. 
After  a  few  figures  were  danced  Brother  Stone 
and  Sister  Capehart  cut  the  pigeon  wing  in  a  fault- 
less style  and  Brother  Kelly.  O'Rear  and  little 
Miss  Erminea  Neddo  danced  the  Cakewalk  to  per- 
fection. After  that  dance  Mias  Erminea  danced 
the  skirt  dance  to  the  gratification  of  all.  She 
cannot  be  excelled  in  that  dance.  It  is  with  much 
sorrow  that  we  report  the  accidents  to  three  of 
oar  Brothers;  Brother  Heslop.  Brother  Allison  and 
Brother  Martin.  Brother  Allison  in  getting  aboard 
his  train  at  Daytou  fell  and  broke  his  leg.  It  will 
eaase  him  to  be  off  his  run  some  time  Brother 
Heslop  was  standing  on  the  foot-board  of  switch- 
engine  while  passing  through  the  yards.  It  being 
very  foggy  he  could  not  see  but  a  short  distance 
ahead.  They  ran  into  a  lever  car  that  was  coming 
in  an  opposite  direction  and  collided,  breaking 
Brother  Heslop's  leg  in  three  places.  Brother 
Martin  fell  and  his  leg  was  cut  off  below  the  knee. 
He -was  knocked  off  the  train  by  making  a  mis- 
step. It  is  very  serious  to  think  of  the  sad  acci- 
dents that  come  to  the  railroad  boys.  Brothers  of 
all  the  O.  R.  C.  Divisions,  if  you  ever  come  this 
way.  the  latch  string  hangs  on  the  outside  of  the 
door.  One  of  the  things  for  which  the  people  of 
oar  city  are  especially  noted  for  is  their  warm 
hospitality  to  visitors,  so  I  will  bid  you  good-by  by 
wishing  you  all  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Chattanooga.  Tenn.  B.  F.  Griffiths. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  thought  some  of  the  Brothers  would  like  to 
read  something  about  this  land  of  flowers,  and 
rnflk  and  honey,  and  as  I  have  seen  a  great  many 
letters  from  Brothers  and  conductors,  relative  to 
a  home  for  the  aged  conductor  when  he  has  a  co- 
hrion  with  a  time  check.  I  thought  I  would  ask 
some  of  the  snow-bucking  Brothers  to  come  this 
way  and  see  what  we  have  for  climate,  and  fish, 
and  oysters,  and  shrimps,  and  crabs,  and  if  we  are 
ever  able  to  fix  up  a  home  for  our  aged  Brother, 
when  the  company  lays  him  on  the  shelf,  we 


ought  to  try  and  fix  him  where  he  can  have  as 
many  days  of  sunshine  to  the  year  as  possible,  so 
that  the  cool  blasts  of  winter  will  not  chill  his 
blood  and  where  he  can  fish  300  days  out  of  the  365 
days.as  this  is  strictly  a  shirt-sleeve  country.  A  man 
came  in  the  other  day  and  asked  me  if  I  had  a 
coat  to  sell,  as  he  thought  we  were  going  to  havo 
a  bard  winter.  He  had  not  had  a  coat  for  seven 
years.  We  can  raise  300  bushel  of  sweet  potatoes 
here  to  the  acre  and  60  bushels  of  rice,  and  $6,000) 
worth  of  champaign  wine  to  the  acre,  when  wo 
plant  our  land  to  grapes.  If  there  are  any  of  the 
Brothers  that  do  not  believe  it.  let  him  chip  in  a 
dollar  when  be  holds  better  than  2  pair.  I  came 
to  this  coast  in  1880  to  save  funeral  expenses  and 
I  now  tip  the  scales  at  210  pounds  and  as  long  as  I 
can  pull  the  bell  line  on  a  vestibule  mule  I  can 
earn  my  three  square  meals  per  day.  and  have  no 
regrets  that  I  was  not  kin  to  Jay  Gould.  Our  fine 
potato  crops  here  are  bread  and  meat  and  shoes 
for  the  little  ones,  as  they  can  sit  by  the  fire  and 
roast  potatoes  and  do  not  need  shoes.  We  have  a 
place  here  consisting  of  120  acres  of  fine  land. 
We  are  going  to  build  us  an  O.  R.  C.  clnb.  and  any 
Brother  can  join  us  who  has  a  21  jeweled  watch 
and  can  leave  a  terminal  with  a  clearance  card  for 
breakfast  and  carry  signals  for  dinner  and  run 
around  supper  where  overtaken.  When  he  comes 
this  way  we  will  give  him  a  sail  boat  or  naptha 
launch  and  a  frying  pan.  find  fishing  poles  and 
show  him  where  he  can  catch  the  remainder  of  his 
living.  I  would  like  for  some  of  the  ice-bound 
Brothers  to  come  down  this  winter  and  enjoy  our 
sunshine  as  we  only  have  two  seasons  here,  that 
is  summer  and  Mardi  Gras.  Any  of  the  Brothers  can 
gef'hot  chalk"enough  to  bring  them  to  Mardi  Gras. 

Give  my  kindest  regards  to  Brother  A.  J.  Cor- 
bitt.  of  the  Grand  Division  as  he  is  the  only  Grand 
Officer  that  I  am  acquainted  with.  Brother  Cor- 
bitt  and  I  began  twisting  brakes  together  way 
back  in  the  sixties,  with  engines  the  government 
had  when  the  war  closed,  and  with  rails  a  yard 
long,  and  chain  jointed.  We  often  carried  signals 
for  dinner,  to  run  second  section  and  second  sec- 
ions  was  very  late,  but  we  had  no  contracts  at 
that  time  to  put  in  card  for  overtime.  Wishing 
you  a  Happy  New  Year  and  many  returns  of  the 
same  and  long  life  to  the  Order,  and  best  wishes  to 
all  the  members.  Trout  Eater, 

Orange  Grove.  Miss, 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

This  is  a  gentle  murmur  from  Sioux  City  Divi- 
sion No.  232.  We  are  too  nervous  to  speak  very 
loudly  this  time.  We  are  just  awakening  from  a 
trance— suspended  animation.  But  we  are  work- 
ing up— working  up  in  several  ways— and  as  a  re- 
sult we  desire  to  salute  you  all  with  "a  happy  New 
Year."  May  the  spirit  that  is  abroad  in  the  land 
at  this  glad  season  bring  you.  besides  the  gifts  of 
friends,  much  pleasure,  contentment  and  good 
will.  The  joy  bells  are  ringing,  the  laurel  and  the 
holly  deck  the  home  as  well  as  the  public  temple. 
Prattling  child  and  hoary  age  alike,  are  waking 
to  the  cheerful  sounds  of  festivity.  Gifts  and 
words  of  love  and  friendship  jostle  each  other  as 
they  pass  upon  the  public  highway  and  the  air  is 
vocal  with  the  rich,  abundant  greetings  of  tender- 
ness and  love.  A  wondrous  festival  it  is.  A  won- 
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drous  day.  when  men  forget  their  cares  and 
women  their  sorrows  and  all  unite  in  joy  and 
merriment.  A  wondrous  song-  it  is.  that  echoes 
from  the  plains  of  Bethlehem,  through  all  the 
aces,  down  the  valleys  of  the  Piedmont,  across 
the  snows  of  Greenland,  amid  the  glens  of  Scot- 
land, until,  striking  our  own  fair  mountain  slopes, 
it  is  echoed  and  re-echoed  to  the  sea:  a  wondrous 
table  that  is  spread.  In  bungalo  and  but,  in  palace 
and  in  stately  temple  a  wondrous  multitude  of 
guests  innumerable:  coming  from  their  homes  of 
ease  and  comfort:  miners,  from  their  dark  homes 
in  the  deep  hollows  of  the  earth:  sufferers  upon 
sickbeds:  men  far  out  upon  the  sea:  poor  chil- 
dren, rich  and  mighty  men:  men  humble  and  igno- 
rant: under  tropical  suns  and  eternal  snows.  A 
multitude  that  no  man  can  number,  gathering  and 
staging  this  wondrous  song  upon  this  wondrous 
day.  while  all  the  world  holds  high  festival.  It  is 
a  wondrous  influence,  this  Christmas  of  ours  pos- 
sesses.   A  wondrous  influence  that,  spreading 
over  land  and  sea.  has  power  to  change,  as  if  by 
magic  revenge  into  forgiveness,  coldness  into 
genial  warmth,  indifference  into  cordiality,  hate 
into  love !  Sweeping  along  the  endless  path,  it 
transforms  man's  darkest  passions  into  soft  and 
holy  amotions.  A  wondrous  spirit  that  pervades 
the  human  hosts  and  fills  their  souls  alike  with 
mat  generous  charity  that  gives,  not  from  the 
hand  alone,  but  of  the  heart  as  well  and  whis- 
pers sweet  and  low:  "Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to 
alL"  What  is  this  spirit  that  takes  possession  of 
the  heart  of  every  man  and  woman  at  this  special 
time  and  fills  them  with  kindness  and  charity 
toward  all?  It  is  the  spirit  of  Universal  Brother- 
hood! It  is  the  essence  of  the  teachings  of  the 
O.R.C.  It  is  the  spirit  that  should  be  always 
present  in  our  Division  rooms,  should  be  ever  with 
■tin  our  dealings  with  our  Brother  members  in 
and  oat  of  the  Division  room,  and  in  short,  should 
tovern  our  relations  at  all  times  and  under  all 
circumstances  with  everyone  with  whom  we  come 
is  contact.  Let  all  our  members  constantly  and 
consistently  practice  this  spirit  of  true  hrother- 
sood  and  ours  will  become  the  greatest,  grandest 
and  strongest  order  ever  known  to  man.  In  this 
spirit  No.  232  greets  you.    We  have  elected  oar 
•Beers  and  installed  them,  elected  our  delegate 
to  the  convention  and  in  other  ways  complied 
with  the  laws  of  our  Order  made  and  provided. 
We  have  placed  in  positions  of  trust  men  who  are 
,  recognized  as  having  the  interest  of  the  Order  at 
heart  sad  who  we  believe  will  render  efficient 
service  for  the  coming  year,  and  having  per- 
hraed  all  these  details  in  a  prompt,  satisfactory 
had  fraternal  manner,  we  arise,  make  our  bow  and 
respectfully  notify  you  that  No.  232  is  in  the  pro- 
cession and  marching  right  along  in  spite  of  the 
net  that  no  load  noise  has  been  made  to  locate  its 
Position  in  the  parade.  Hop. 
Sioux  City.  Iowa. 

4 

Mitor  Railway  Conductor: 

;  The  old  reliable,  with  a  good  attendance  of  mem- 
ber! resplendent  in  their  new  badges  recently 
psrehtsed,  held  an  old  time  meeting  on  their 
ftgolar  day.  Dec  9.  electing  officers  for  the  new 
Tear  and  transacting  other  business  of  importance. 
We  can  say  with  pride,  not  a  member  present  in 


last  three  meetings  that  wasn't  perfect  in  the 
work.  Quite  a  change  from  the  past,  when  some 
of  our  old  wheel  horses  could  not  stumble  through 
four  lines  scarcely.  The  coming  of  new  members, 
composed  of  young  runners,  is  the  main  cause  of 
the  advance  made,  and  if  each  one  will  exert  his 
influence  with  some  one  of  our  luke-warm.  chilly 
absentees,  we  will  close  the  year  1901  with  a  record 
second  to  none.  We  have  got  the  stuff  if  we  can 
get  it  dosed  out  properly,  to  inspire  new  life  into 
almost  any  kind  of  a  drone.  A  departure  has 
been  made  from  our  methods  of  the  past  by  elect- 
ing some  of  our  youngest  members  to  office  and 
we  are  satisfied  with  our  choice.  Following  are 
those  elected  for  1901: 

R.  J.  Montgomery.  C.  C;  M.  C.  Whitcomb,  A.  C. 
C:  Eugene  Ireland.  S.  and  T.;  Prank  Cook.  S.  C: 
Thos.  Foster.  J.  C:  Chas.  Childers.  I.  S.;  Harry 
Flower  felt.  O.  S  :  Trustees.  John  Cuddahy,  M.  C. 
Whitcomb  and  Chas.  Plowerf elt.  Brother  Eugene 
Ireland,  formerly  passenger  conductor  on  Che 
Pennsylvania  and  the  L.  H.  &  St.  L..  is  our  dele- 
gate: Brother  R.  J.  Montgomery,  alternate.  The 
former,  while  not  a  spring  chicken  in  railroad 
service  or  Division  matters,  is  old  in  the  ways  of 
the  world,  and  if  Brother  Geo.  Smith,  of  Boston, 
should  meet  him  in  the  giddy  city  of  St.  Paul,  don't 
write  him  up,  but  cover  all  with  the  mantle  of 
charity,  for  we  know  how  the  old  thing  goes. 

Just  now.  as  employes,  we  are  not  unlike  in  many 
ways  to  Barnum's  "What-ia-it."  Little  by  little  all 
that  reminds  us  of  the  O.  ft  M..  B.  ft  O.  S.  W..  is 
disappearing  and  very  soon  all  traces  of  a  road 
once  dear  to  us  all  will  be  obliterated.  It  is  like 
giving  up  a  life-time  friend,  for  many  of  us  began 
in  early  years  to  work  for  it.  Some  are  here  yet 
who  began  even  when  the  road  was  almost  in  its 
infancy.  While  many  changes  of  management 
have  taken  place,  new  faces  have  come,  and  old 
familiar  ones  have  disappeared,  yet.  withal,  its 
originality  has  been  maintained  in  a  marked 
degree,  up  to  very  recent  years,  but  now  with  the 
recent  changes  in  methods  of  handling  business, 
we  are  still  to  have  another  and  we  learn  that  it 
will  all  be  B.  ft  O.  by  Jan.  1.  Somehow  the  two 
letters  with  the  and  between  them  look  chilly  and 
seems  to  carry  with  them  suggestions  of  still  more 
grit,  but  oh.  bow  much  can  we  stand  ?  It  has  been 
said  that  the  degree  of  manhood  in  a  young  man 
should  be  marked  by  the  number  of  temptations 
he  could  withstand,  and  now  we  suppose  that  our 
ability  as  employes  must  be  tested  and  the  amount 
we  can  stand  be  judged  by  longer  trains,  longer 
hours,  and  less  rest.  Well,  misery  loves  company, 
and  this  reminds  us  of  a  letter  read  from  B.  B.  S.. 
yardmaster  in  the  sweet  sunny  south,  where  gaily 
plumaged  birds  sing  in  the  dead  of  winter  and  the 
land  where  monkeys  eat  oranges  the  year  round, 
in  which  he  speaks  of  it  being  tough,  and  he  speaks 
of  Old  Huldah-suppose  that  is  the  old  mill  that 
he  shoves  them  out  with.  We  bear  the  same  from 
Maine  to  California  and  from  the  lakes  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  so  we  are  not  alone.  With  all  of  the 
adroitness  that  has  in  some  cases  been  found 
necessary  to  gain  additional  pay  for  services 
rendered,  railroad  companies  have  gone  us  one 
better,  and  we  are  now  receiving  less  pay,  all 
things  considered,  than  we  were  ten  years  ago. 
But  we  don't  blame  our  officials  or  any  one  man- 
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•cement— it  has  come  alone  in  the  natural  course 
of  events  and  increased  business.  Tbe  business 
rivalry  has  sprung  up— it  is  necessary  to  economize 
In  every  little  detail,  with  rates  cut  up  as  tbey  are. 
to  derive  any  earnings,  and.  well,  we  are  helping 
them  out.  you  know.  'Tis  only  bread  cast  upon 
the  waters,  etc..  I  don't  think.  Wishing  all  a  good 
and  prosperous  year.  C.  W.  M. 

Seymour.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  the  time  for  the  Grand  Division  is  drawing 
near  I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Brothers  to  the  question  of  what  is  known  as  the 
"double  header."  In  other  words,  holding  member- 
ship in  Order  Railway  Conductors  and  the  B.  R.  T. 
In  my  opinion  this  should  be  stopped  for  the  good 
of  the  Order.  No  man  in  railway  service  is  more 
in  favor  of  every  man  in  train  service  belong- 
ing to  the  O.  R.  C.  or  the  B.  R.  T.  than  I.  I  think 
very  little  of  the  man  who  is  willing  to  work  year 
after  year  and  enjoy  the  benefits  derived  by  tbe 
labor  and  expense  of  the  different  Railway  Orders 
and  contribute  nothing  to  their  support.  I  know 
from  personal  observations  that  questions  will 
arise  when  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  honest 
with  both  Orders,  I  know  that  we  would  lose  some 
members  if  the  constitution  is  amended  to  pro- 
hibit holding  membership  in  both  Orders,  but 
•very  member  would  then  have  the  interest  of  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors  at  heart  and  would 
be  true  to  himself  and  his  obligation.  I  hope  there 
will  be  some  action  taken  on  this  question  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Division.  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  others  on  this  question. 

Atchison,  nan.  P.  J.  Logan. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  115  elected  the  following  officers  for  the 
coming  year:  Hayes  P.  Speakman.  C.  C;  Prank  E. 
Farley.  A.  C.  C;  Milton  G.  Pumphrey.  Sec.  and 
Treas.:  P.  L.  Watson.  S.  C:  W.  W.  Brown.  J.  C: 
Mose  Morris.  O.  S.:  A.  R.  Holbert.  I.  S.;  Thos. 
Billingslea.  B.  Bryant.  F.  L.  Watson.  Trustees  and 
Finance  Committee:  Fred  W.  Salter.  Member  of 
Legislative  Committee;  A.  B.  Murray.  Delegate: 
R.  H.  Plant.  Alternate:  Thos.  Billingslea.  Cipher 
Correspondent:  W.  G.  Pumphrey.  Correspondent 
for  Conductor. 

We  do  sincerely  hope  Division  115  will  keep  up 
the  good  record  for  the  coming  year  that  she  has 
in  the  past  and  if  any  one  has  had  any  ill  feeling  or 
feel  sore  over  the  actions  of  any  Brother  I  hope 
they  will  bury  it  forever  and  do  their  duty  to  the 
Order  and  themselves  by  attending  our  meetings 
and  live  up  to  the  obligation  they  have  taken.  Our 
worthy  Asst.  G.  C.  C.  Wilkins.  paid  us  a  visit  and 
gave  us  a  good  long  talk  on  subjects  we  are  all  in- 
terested in:  "Federation."  "Old  Conductor  and 
the  Young  One."  His  advice  was.  "be  charitable 
to  the  Old  Man.  Help  him  to  hold  his  run  instead 
of  trying  to  down  him  so  you  can  take  his  train. 
Young  conductor  today  but  tbe  old  conductor  in 
a  few  years.  The  farmer's  boy  plowing  corn  today 
will  be  the  conductor  when  your  whiskers  are 
turning  gray."  In  my  last  letter  I  said  good-bye 
and  laid  away  my  old  rusty  pen  supposing  my  Di- 
vision would  be  only  too  glad  to  lay  me  on  the 
shelf  and  elect  a  younger  Brother  as  correspond- 


ent but  here  I  am  scribbling  away.  Brothers,  if 
you  don't  approve  of  my  style  of  writing  don't 
kick,  you  did  it  by  giving  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Division  and  I  could  not  help  it. 
San  Francisco.  Cal.       Milton  G.  Pumphrey. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

You  may  remember  that  in  September  I  wan- 
dered into  your  sanctum  with  a  proposition  to  sub- 
mit to  tbe  Brothers  for  consideration— a  plan 
which,  if  considered  and  ultimately  adopted, 
would  result.  I  think,  in  a  vast  decrease  in  expense 
and  increase  in  efficiency  of  our  legislative  body 
in  each  session  of  the  Grand  Division.  This  was. 
in  short,  a  suggestion  to  adopt  a  system  of  repre- 
sentation by  districts  instead  of  Divisions.  This 
thought  contains  no  element  of  novelty,  for  it  is  as 
old  and  as  logical  as  the  principles  upon  which  our 
democratic  form  of  government  is  founded.  It  is 
a  declaration  that  looks  toward  a  system  of  fair, 
equal  and  logical  representation,  where  one.  ten. 
twenty  or  thirty  of  our  members  shall  receive  tbe 
same  degree  of  recognition  and  benefit  on  tbe  floor 
of  the  Grand  Division  that  any  other  ten.  twenty 
or  thirty  members  receive  from  some  other  sec- 
tion. A  proposition  which  would  make  it  forever 
impossible  for  any  one  delegate  to  say  of  another: 
"I  represent  four  hundred  members;  you  represent 
only  ten."  Or.  "I  am  voicing  the  wishes  ex- 
pressed by  the  members  of  a  half  dozen  General 
Committees  of  Adjustment  in  my  Division,  while 
you  do  not  even  represent  one."  Imagine,  if  yon 
can.  Brother  Editor,  the  condition  of  affairs  which 
would  exist  if  our  national  house  of  representa- 
tives was  organized  and  conducted  along  tbe  same 
antiquated,  illogical  acd  un-business-like  lines 
that  mark  our  present  system  of  representation  in 
the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Division,  when  one 
member  would  represent  ten  thousand  voters, 
while  the  fellow  member,  from  the  same  state,  per- 
haps, would  act  for  one  hundred  thousand.  How 
long  do  you  think.  Brother  Editor,  it  would  be  be- 
fore there  would  be  a  decided  demand  for  a  "re- 
districting"  of  that  territory?  When  the  voters  of 
one  district  would  be  assured  that  they  were  not 
paying  ten  thousand  dollars  for  a  degree,  or  a  qua- 
ity  of  representation  that  their  neighbors  in  an 
adjoining  district  were  only  paying  one  thousand 
for.  Oh  the  contrary,  with  what  scrupulous  care 
this  condition  is  guarded  against.  And  while  it  is 
true  that  we  do  have  at  times  evidences  of  gerry- 
mandering—caused by  political  pressure,  and 
which  we  could  never  have— yet  we  may  rest  as- 
sured that  each  member  of  the  house  of  congress 
represents,  approximately.  200.000  souls,  or  45.000 
voters. 

The  assurance  that  there  was  room  for  reform  in 
the  manner  of  choosing  and  dividing  our  repre- 
tatives  in  the  Grand  Division  became  a  fixed  fact  in 
my  mind  away  back  "in  theSO's"— as  Brother  Murat 
says— when  I  would  sit  and  watch  the  valuable 
minutes,  hours  and  days  fritter  away  within  the 
walls  of  the  Grand  Division  hall,  and  looking  for- 
ward to  tbe  coming  sessions  could  only  see  that 
what  then  appeared  to  be  only  minor  evils  would 
some  day  become  matters  of  financial  and  moral 
importance.  That  that  time  has  come  to  us  and 
that  it  is  of  importance  that  we  should  recognize 

it  is.  I  believe,  a  fact. 
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The  last  session  of  the  Grand  Division  of  the  B. 
of  L.  E.  in  Milwaukee  should  hare  been  an  object 
lesson  to  os  in  this  connection.  Understand  me. 
Brother  Editor,  and  Brother  B.  of  L.  E.,  I  do  not 
wish  to  pose  here  as  a  critic  of  my  neighbor's  busi- 
ness ability,  but  I  take  it  that  it  is  fair  to  judge  of 
what  one  may  encounter  in  any  certain  path  when 
we  know  what  some  other  equally  observing  and 
intelligent  traveler  has  found  in  the  same  highway. 
I  wish  to  take  the  case  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Lo- 
comotive Engineers  as  an  example  for  these 
reasons:  First,  because  it  is  the  pioneer  organisa- 
tion of  its  kind;  second,  that  their  experience  of 
today  will  undoubtedly  be  ours  a  few  years  later; 
third,  their  method  and  character  of  representa- 
tion is  identical  with  our  own.  Therefore,  when 
we  note  that  their  last  Grand  Division  cost  them 
in  round  figures.  $200,000.  and  covered  a  period  of 
thirty  days,  it  is  not  too  much  to  suppose  that  such 
will  be  our  experience  at  our  meeting  in  New 
Orleans  or  Winnipeg  in  1909.  Some  statistical 
member  advised  the  B.  of  L.  E.  at  the  close  of  the 
session  at  Milwaukee,  that  it  bad  cost  them  just 
S&20  per  minute  to  do  the  necessary  or  unnecessary 
work  of  the  meeting.  Now.  Brother  Editor,  if  there 
is  any  way  by  which  we  can  avoid  such  a  conclu- 
sion, and  at  the  same  time  improve  the  mental  and 
legislative  ability  of  our  governing  body,  might 
we  not  very  profitably  take  it  up  for  consideration? 
Should  we  wait  until  we  have  become  more  firmly 
wedded  to  our  idol  of  the  past?  Is  it  ever  to  soon 
to  begin  a  reform? 

Let  us  then  decide  to  so  amend  our  laws  relative 
to  representation  in  the  Grand  Division,  that  the 
Grand  Chief  Conductor  shall  be  directed  to  divide 
the  territory  covered  by  our  membership  into 
districts,  numbering  or  naming  each  one.  Said 
districts  to  contain,  as  near  as  practicable.  500 
members.  Do  I  hear  some  Brother  say  "that  is 
too  many?"  I  would  refer  such  an  objector  to 
Division  No.  1  with  its  400  members,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  any  one  who  has  ever  attended  a  ses- 
sion of  the  Grand  Division  has  ever  thought  that 
Division  No.  1  was  not  ably  represented.  After 
these  geographical  lines  have  been  once  estab- 
lished, all  Divisions  within  them  would  proceed  - 
exactly  as  at  present  and  select  their  delegates 
st  the  regular  meeting  for  that  purpose.  These 
Division  delegates  would  meet  at  the  time  and 
place  designated  by  the  Grand  Chief  Conductor 
for  such  district  and  there  select  one  from  among 
their  number  to  represent  said  district  at  the  fol- 
lowing session  of  tne  Grand  Division.  The  cost  of 
nch  representation  would  be  made  a  pro-rate  tax 
upon  the  whole  district.  Do  you  not  think.  Brother 
Editor,  that  we  would  find  the  floor  of  the  Grand 
Division  graced  with  the  very  best  talent  found  in 
the  Order  after  having  made  this  double  selection 
in  delegates?  We  would  And  that  we  would  have 
a  body  of  say.  forty  members,  instead  of  the  500 
that  we  are  drifting  forward  to  now. 

Suppose  that  the  cost  of  sending  each  delegate 
to  the  Grand  Division  is  $100;  it  would  cost  each 
member  in  the  district  20c.  in  addition  to  the  ex- 
penses, to  each  individual  Division  of  the  sub- 
delegate  who  represented  his  Division  in  the  selec- 
tion of  a  district  representative.  Let  us  see  how 
onr  present  plan  works  to  its  members  in  delegates' 
expenses:  Division  No.  1  with.375  members  costs 


each  of  its  stockholders  26  cents  for  representa- 
tion in  the  Grand  Division.  Division  23  with  10 
members  costs  each  one  $10.00.  You  would  find 
that  the  cost  of  holding  a  session  of  the  Grand 
Division  had  been  reduced  from  $100,000  down  to 
$10,000;  or  from  $200,000  down  to  $20,000;  and  this  is 
not  all.  I  think  that  ypu  will  agree  with  me  that 
we  should  secure  more  active  and  advanced  and 
beneficial  legislation  from  the  ten  per  cent  of 
legislators  so  selected,  in  ten  days  than  it  is  possi- 
ble for  us  to  get  from  the  entire  present  body  in 
thirty  days.  We  might  then  be  able  to  force  our- 
selves to  accept  some  of  the  fifty,  seventy-five  or 
hundred  thousand  dollar  gifts  that  have  been 
urged  upon  the  Order  by  various  cities  to  secure 
the  permanent  headquarters  of  our  organisation. 
To  think  that  these  munificent  offers  have  been 
allowed  to  beg  at  our  doors  since  '89  and  are  yet 
notacceptedl  We  would  then  be  in  position  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  Brother  L.  E.  J.  of  Toledo, 
in  the  November  Conductor  to  hold  our  sessions 
of  the  Grand  Division  at  onr  own  Home  in  our  own 
building  and  in  the  city  of  our  headquarters.  And 
our  sessions  would  then  be  of  such  a  character 
and  would  be  conducted  with  such  economy, 
celerity,  and  such  a  degree  of  intelligence  that 
would  convince  the  public  that  our  business  meet- 
ings were  not  merely  bi  ennial  junketing  trips, 
attended  as  at  Detroit,  by  one  thousand  conduc- 
tors and  families.  The  time  is  surely  coming  when 
the  attitude  of  transportation  companies  will  make 
the  holding  of  such  stupendous,  country  wide 
picnics  an  impossibility.  Let  us  then  reform  our- 
selves before  others  reform  us. 

Brother  Ingram,  in  commenting  on  my  proposi- 
tion to  take  up  representation  by  districts  instead 
of  Divisions,  asks  if  it  would  not  result  in  "hair 
pulling?"  And  Brother  Murat  says  that  it  would 
tend  to  create  gigantic  "rings."  Perhaps  the  same 
reply  will  answer  both  objections,  and  that  is  to 
point  to  our  present  entirely  logical  and  satisfac- 
tory method  of  forming  the  "legislative"  organ- 
isations in  each  state,  territory  or  province.  When 
the  Division  representatives  meet  in  accordance 
with  the  call  of  the  Grand  Chief  Conductor  to 
select  their  representative  who  is  to  remain  dur- 
ing the  session  of  the  legislature  or  parliament, 
we  do  not  hear  any  claims  that  it  has  resulted  in 
the  "pulling  of  hair."  or  the  formation  of  cliques 
or  rings.  Undoubtedly  the  best  or  most  available 
member  is  selected  and  the  rest  of  the  delegates 
go  back  to  their  every  day  duties.  While  it  is  an 
encouraging  indication  to  see  our  members  look- 
ing for  and  advocating  reforms  along  several  lines, 
yet.  let  us  take  up  these  matters  which  entail  the 
greatest  waste  and  loss  of  prestige  in  our  counsels. 
If  there  be  any  way  possible  to  save  ninety  per 
cent  of  the  cost  of  our  bi-ennial  sessions,  and  at 
the  same  time  enhance  the  quality  and  diminish 
the  quantity  of  legislation,  let  us  do  it:  for  the 
time  is  surely  coming  when  we  shall  need  the 
money  for  other  purposes.  Let  us  then,  decide  to 
do  our  business  in  a  business  like  way.  with  equal 
representation  to  all:  with  the  very  best  talent  of 
the  Order  to  enact  our  laws:  with  each  session  of 
the  Grand  Division  held  in  as  economical  manner 
as  possible,  we  shall  take  our  place,  where  we 
should,  as  the  most  advanced  railway  organization 
in  the  land.    a  H.  W.  G. 

Elkhart,  Ind.  .  QOQg|e 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

•  Division .181  has  held  their  annual  election  of  offi- 
cers with  the  following  result:  E.  K.  Cleveland.  C. 
C:  E.  E.  Dixon.  A.  C.  C:  T.  J.  Hickey.  S.  C:  L. 
Hartman.  J.  C:  Jno.  Poore.  I.  S.:  W.  H.  Garey.  O. 
S.;  W.  A.  Hall.  S.  and  T.:  E.  R.  Brewster.  A.  P. 
Cleveland  and  T.  J.  Hickey.  Div.  Com.:  T.  A. 
Brown.  Legislative  Committeeman. 

We  have  to  start  the  new  year  with  about  55 
members,  and  as  we  have  only  one  line  of  road  to 
procure  members  from  we  feel  that  this  is  pretty 
good.  We  have  very  Rood  prospects  to  have  the 
opportunity  on  enlightening  some  of  our  daily 
companions  in  the  secrets  of  the  lodge  room  in 
the  near  future,  as  there  are  a  number  of  our  young 
conductors  who  have  expressed  a  willingness  to 
tackle  his  honor.  Mr.  Goatship.  There  is  one  thing 
that  our  Division  has  to  contend  with,  and  from 
what  we  can  read  in  the  official  organ  of  the  Order, 
all  Divisions  are  in  the  same  boat,  that  is.  non-at- 
tendance. I  am  sincerely  in  hope  that  before  this 
year  closes  some  good  Brother  will  make  the  valu- 
able discovery  of  something  that  will  bring  every 
Brother  who  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  be  in  on 
meeting  days.  Our  Secretary  requests  every 
Brother  to  pay  his  dues  in  the  Division  room,  as  it 
makes  a  great  deal  more  labor  to  receive  it  every 
place,  and  possibly  it  will  be  the  means  of  getting 
some  Brother  to  a  meeting  who  otherwise  would 
remain  at  home.  Several  of  our  Brothers  have 
been  on  the  sick  list  for  some  time,  but  am  happy 
to  say  we  again  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them 
fill  their  usual  places. 

Wishing  all  a  Happy  New  Year.      Grab  All. 

Chillecothe.  O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Will  you  kindly  allow  me  space  on  your  pages  to 
inform  the  members  of  our  beloved  Order,  north, 
south,  east  and  west  that  there  is  a  fine  little,  live 
Division  in  the  healthy  little  mountain  state  (West 
Virginia).  We  named  it  Parkersburg  No.  369.  and 
I.  being  its  father,  am  naturally  very  proud  of  the 
kid.  We  have  34  members.  We  are  out  of  debt, 
got  890  in  bank  and  carrying  building  association 
stock.  We  seldom  ever  miss  a  meeting,  and  try  to 
keep  posted  on  those  things  pertaining  to  our 
Order.  We  have  elected  and  installed  our  officers 
for  the  year  1901.  and  being  good  men  and  true,  we 
trust  they  will  always  be  ready,  in  fair  weather  or 
foul  to  start  on  time,  make  schedule  to  next  termi- 
nal. 1902.  o.  k.  Our  officers  are  as  follows:  C.  W. 
Ebert.  C.  C:  J.  W.  Wilson.  A.  C.  C:  M.  Clark.  S. 
and  T.:  G.  C.  Hill.  S.  C:  Geo.  H.  Bailey.  J.  C:  M. 
Riser.  I.  S.:  B.  J.  Patton.  O.  S.:  V.  P.  Stewart.  Dele- 
gate and  B.  J.  Patton.  Alternate  to  Grand  Division. 
Geo.  H.  Bailey  was  appointed  Cipher  and  Journal 
Correspondent. 

Come  to  meetings  and  help  to  keep  the  old  canoe 
in  the  channel  with  its  nose  up  stream,  and  you 
will  have  no  kick.  G.  H.  Bailey. 

Parkersburg.  W.  Va. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

When  ever  I  receive  any  Conductor.  I  usually 
turn  at  once  to  the  Fraternal  columns,  looking  for 
something  from  Mexico.  For  the  past  two  months 
nothing  has  appeared.  A  letter  in  Railroad  Span- 


ish would  be  better  than  nothing.  What  is  the 
matter  with  "Los  Senores  Correspondencies?" 
News  from  Mexico  is  usually  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary interest.  A  residence  of  12  years  in  the 
country,  dating  back  to -the  time  when  construc- 
tion work  was  commenced  on  the  Mexican  Central 
railway,  gave  the  writer  a  somewhat  interesting 
and  varied  experience,  both  pleasant  and  other- 
wise. The  mention  of  the  name  brings  to  mind  a 
flood  of  recolections.  and  although  still  content  to 
plod  along  behind  the  times,  still  cultivating  the 
soil  in  the  primitive  manner  as  in  the  days  of 
Moses,  my  heart  will  always  retain  a  tender  spot 
for  Mexico,  the  Egypt  of  the  new  world. 

"Where  'ere  I  roam,  whatever  realm*  to  see.  my 
heart  untraveled.  fondly  turns  to  thee."  It  is  a 
land  of  surprising  and  unending  interest  to  the 
tourist  and  sightseer,  and  offers  virgin  fields  to 
the  prospector  and  speculator:  a  land  replete  with 
legends  and  story,  of  the  days  when  the  Montezu- 
mas  held  sway  in  all  their  pristine  glory.  The 
advent  of  the  railway  was  an  unwelcome  guest  in 
Mexico;  but  its  establishment  was  just  as  irresis 
table  and  certain  as  that  of  the  Pacific  conquest, 
by  which  I  mean  the  gradual  absorption  of  the 
country  and  people  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 
When  the  Central  was  nearing  Guadalajara,  which 
is.  by  the  way.  the  most  beautiful  city  in  the  re- 
public. I  read  the  following  in  Juan  El  Pauadero. 
the  leading  newspaper:  "Soon  the  sound  of  the 
locomotive  will  be  beard  in  our  beautiful  city, 
bringing  smoke,  noise  and  the  Gringos,  with  their 
blond  heads  and  big  feet,  speaking  in  an  unknown 
tongue.  We  can  only  bear  with  becoming  patience, 
the  ills  that  are  forced  upon  us."  The  old  priest 
who  had  charge  of  the  neighboring  parish,  of  L* 
Luis  told  his  little  flock  to  beware  of  the  railroad, 
and  everything  connected  with  it.  for  it  was  the 
machinations  of  the  evil  one.  He  furthermore 
told  them  the  devil  himself  was  on  the  inside  of 
the  engine,  and  that  every  time  it  whistled  the 
engineer  bit  his  tail  to  make  him  scream. 

In  one  respect  Mexico  -is  far  ahead  of  this 
country,  in  the  provision  that  is  made  for  parks 
and  plazas,  the  breathing  places  for  the  rich  and 
poor  alike.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  city,  town  or 
<even  village,  however  small,  or  obscure,  but  what 
has  its  park  or  plaza,  and  each  and  every  one  pro- 
vided with  a  music  stand.  On  certain  days  and 
nights  open  air  concerts  are  given,  and  always 
on  Sundays  and  feast  days,  one  can  be  sure  of 
listening  to  and  enjoying  one  of  those  typical  and 
inimitable  concerts:  occasions  so  dear  to  the  hearts 
of  the  music  loving  Mexicans.  And  what  delight- 
ful music  the  native  airs  of  Mexico  are:  always 
with  a  strain  of  sadness  running  through  them. 
Mexico  can  properly  be  spoken  of  as  a  musical 
country.  The  playing  of  the  native  musicians 
calls  forth  exclamations  of  surprised  delight  from 
competent  critics.  At  these  serenades  one  en- 
joys a  splendid  opportunity  of  seeing  and  studying 
all  classes  of  Mexicans  on  dress  parade,  as  it  were. 
From  the  proud  stately  Don  and  his  family  down  to 
the  sandal-footed  peon,  in  his  "father  Hubbard 
pants."  The  latter  may  be  priest-ridden  and 
poverty-stricken,  as  't  is  said  of  them,  but  they 
seem  happy  and  contented.  And  here  one  can  see 
in  all  his  glory,  the  spider-legged  Mexican  dude, 
the  fag  end  of  a  decayed  civilization.  From  out 
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the  reafamcencea  comes  many  incidents  of  the 
T— pko  branch  of  the  Central.  At  one  time  in 
its  dark  history,  traffic  was  carried  oyer  it  with 
almost  no  road  bed.  and  with  one  or  two  officials 
whose  equal  I  daresay  no  other  road  was  ever 
cursed  with.  For  beautiful  scenery  and  heavy 
grades,  picturescrae  water  falls  and  twenty-two 
decree  carves,  tropical  fruit,  flowers,  malaria  and 
saad  flies,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  most  unique  and 
distinct  piece  of  railroad  pike  that  traverses  any 
country.  A.  E.  Bates. 

Knoxrille.  Tenn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  319  elected  the  following:  officers  for 
Mb  C.  E.  Bull.  C.  C:  Milton  Clapp.  A.  C.  C.J  J.  N. 
Mash.  S.  C:  T.  J.  Gary.  J.  C:  J.  H.  Lawrence.  S. 
and  T4  S.  B.  Bright.  I.  S.:  J.  W.  Harvey.  O.  S.:  O. 
C.  O'Parrell.  Delegate:  Milton  Clapp.  Correspond- 
ent We  have,  perhaps,  one  of  the  best  Divisions 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  fifteen  members.  We  want  the  Grand 
Division  to  let  our  present  insurance  alone,  unless 
they  desire  to  break  us  up  financially.  No  trouble 
to  get  accident  insurance  elsewhere. 

Greenville.  S.  C.  Milton  Clapp. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

I  am  not  a  regular  correspondent  and  am  located 
so  far  from  Division  headquarters  that  many 
things  happen  that  we  hear  nothing  about  until  it 
becomes  an  old  story:  therefore,  on  the  arrival  of 
etch  Conductor  the  first  thing  is  to  look  for  let- 
ters from  our  own  and  nearby  Divisions.  Although 
I  have  failed  to  see  any  mention  of  the  fact  in  your 
columns,  we  all  have  heard  of  the  appointment  of 
Brother  Frank  W.  Johnson  of  the  White  Mountain 
division  of  the  Boston  ft  Maine,  to  the  position  of 
station  agent  at  Concord.  Concord,  the  capital 
city  of  our  Granite  state  and  the  junction  of  the 
Southern.  White  Mountain  and  Concord  divisions 
of  the  B.  ft  M..  is  indeed  a  busy  place  for  an  agent 
to  fill,  and  that  Brother  Johnson  has  been  selected 
to  fiD  this  position,  is  a  source  of  gratification  to 
ins  innumerable  friends.  While  Frank's  familiar 
isce  will  be  missed  by  the  traveling  public  be- 
tween Concord  and  Woodsville.  and  the  White 
Mountain  division  loses  a  number  one  passenger 
conductor,  we  feel  that  the  management  has  made 
•  good  selection  and  our  worthy  Brother  is  ad- 
vanced one  step  forward.  H . 

Concord.  N.  H. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  377  is  closing  a  very  successful  year  and 
much  credit  is  due  to  the  officers  and  members 
for  their  efforts.  We  began  the  year  with  almost 
nothing  in  the  treasury  and  can  begin  1901  with 
something  like  $250.  Our  first  annual  ball,  held 
Nor.  1.  was  a  grand  success  and  netted  us  $118.  and 
w  private  entertainments  have  been  the  means 
of  keeping  up  an  interest  and  bringing  many  mem- 
bers to  meetings  that  would  otherwise  forget 
them.  We  have  lost  one  Brother  this  year- Brother 
Joe  Baker— killed  in  accident  at  Chicago  Heights 
m  Inly.  Brother  Salter  is  still  holding  the  Coal 
Branch,  but  does  not  send  any  one  down  from 
there  to  be  initiated.  Brother  E.  Moore  is  yard- 
muter  at  Bloomington  for  the  C.  ft  A.  Brother 


Bosker  is  still  with  the  I.  C.  and  I  understand  will 
soon  have  to  transfer.  Brother  Donahue  is  in  the 
yard  at  Waukegan  and  was  presented  by  his  wife 
with  another  young  conductor  not  long  ago. 
Brother  Robinson  is  running  the  Hobart  turn- 
around, but  has  it  easy,  as  Brother  Milligaa  does 
all  the  work.  Brother  Walt  Thurber  is  yardmaster 
at  Chicago  Heights  and  will  soon  move  there. 
Brother  French  has  been  laid  up  about  four  weeks, 
but  will  go  to  work  next  week.  Brother  Trainor 
has  gone  to  work  after  a  week's  lay  up  with  sick- 
ness. We  held  a  smoker  Nov.  26  and  there  were 
Just  thirteen  of  us.  and  while  some  of  the  Brothers 
were  superstitious  of  the  number  thirteen,  it  was 
a  caution  the  way  they  went  after  the  courses  on 
the  table. 

At  our  election  of  officers  Dec.  9,  the  following 
were  elected  for  1901:  B.  E.  Lyman.  C.  C:  H.  A. 
Milligan.  A  C.  CI:  J.  H.  Lyman.  S.  and  T.  and 
Cipher  Correspondent:  S.  B.  Robinson.  S.  C:  Fred. 
Hensel.  J.  C:  S.  F.  Sherwood.  I.  S.:  F.  McPeek.  O. 
S.  and  Journal  Correspondent:  Board  of  Trustees. 
E.  B.  French.  F.  Cowell,  M.  Trainor  Grievance 
Committee.  H.  A.  Milligan.  E.  E.  Lyman.  M. 
Trainor:  Delegate  to  St.  Paul.  H.  A  Milligan: 
Alternate.  E.  B.  French.  With  this  timber  we  are 
sure  of  a  successful  year.  Brother  McPeek  prom- 
ises to  keep  the  editor  busy  if  be  will  put  in  bis 
letters  and  the  present  correspondent  was  throwed 
out.  The  writer  had  a  very  pleasant  and  beneficial 
talk  with  our  G.  J.  C.  Brother  Corbitt.  in  October. 
Business  was  rushing  and  all  members  were  oat 
and  it  was  impossible  to  hold  meeting,  but  mem- 
bers regret  very  much  to  miss  a  chance  to  meet  a 
Grand  Officer.  Come  again.  Brother  Corbitt. 

Joliet.  111.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

I  read  with  surprise  an  article  in  December 
Conductor  by  Jose  Gros.  I  was  not  aware  that 
our  journal  was  to  be  used  as  a  medium  for  pro- 
Boers  or  others  of  that  ilk  to  air  their  grievances. 
Jose  Gros  must  remember  that  we  have  Canadians 
and  Englishmen  in  onr  Order,  many  of  whom 
would  have  rejoiced  to  be  numbered  with  those 
gallant  bands  from  this  Canada  of  ours  who  joined 
hands  with*  England  and  other  colonies  in  this  war 
with  Europe  in  Africa.  He  says  England  is  the 
despot  of  most  weak  races.  I  need  say  nothing 
about  this,  for  every  sensible  man  knows  better* 
But  we  did  not  say  this  when  our  friends  and 
brothers  (the  Americans)  were  engaged,  and  still 
are,  in  their  wars  with  Spain  and  the  Philippines. 
We  know  the  history  of  the  war  in  Africa  and  know 
that  the  cause  was  jnst  and  don't  want  to  be  told 
by  any  Boer  that  we  were  wrong  or  foolish.  By 
the  way.  why  don't  he  get  those  pensions  this  side? 
Again,  does  he  know  what  became  of  the  great 
German  pension  scheme?  Colonel. 

Toronto.  Ont. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor:  ; 

Division  304.  the  banner  Division  of  the  state, 
with  nothing  but  true  and  loyal  members,  extends 
a  hearty  welcome  to  all  Brothers  that  pass  this 
way.  We  have  a  membership  of  about  75.  We 
have  a  healthy  bank  account,  three  new  ones  to 
initiate  and  have  two  more  coming  soon  by  trans- 
fer cards.  Why  should  we  not  be  happy?  Brother 
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Andy  Corbitt  paid  us  a  visit  on  Dec.  2nd  and  enter- 
tained us  at  a  called  meeting.  We  were  all  glad  to 
meet  him  and  hear  his  talk  and  instructions  and 
would  be  glad  to  have  him  with  us  soon  again. 

Our  annual  election  was  held  on  Dec.  2nd  and  the 
following  Brothers  elected  for  1901:  O.  A.  Harri- 
son. C.  C:  R.  W.  Durpee.  A.  C.  C:  B.  B.  Ford.  S.  & 
T.:  E.  S.  Sharp.  S.  C:  J.  J.  Mead.  J.  C:  A.  Wolf. 
I.  S.:  J.  G.  Pord.  O.  S.;  W.  M.  Wheeler.  Corres- 
pondent and  Delegate:  Thos.  McCaul.  Alternate: 
N.  H.  Maxwell.  Legislative  Committeeman.  Our 
Brother  O.  A.  Harrison  was  reelected  C.  C.  for  the 
seventh  term,  an  honor  that  few  hold,  and  one  that 
all  might  be  proud  of.  Well,  as  this  is  my  first  at- 
tempt as  correspondent.  I  will  give  the  readers  a 
Homoepathic  dose  and  watch  the  effect. 

Canton.  Miss.  W.  M.  Wheeler. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Last  Sunday  we  elected  officers  for  1901  as  fol- 
lows: H.  M.  Paucett.  C.  C:  J.  R.  Stephens.  A.  C.  C: 
W.  W.  Newman.  S.  and  T.;  F.  F.  Brown.  S.  C: 
W.  A.  Zachary.  J.  C:  C.  H.  Knight.  I.  S.:  J.  D. 
Bowen.  O.  S.:  W.  W.  Newman.  Delegate:  W.  S. 
Witherspoon.  Alternate.  After  the  work  was  all 
over  the  Division  adjourned  to  partake  of  a  ban- 
quet specially  prepared  for  the  occasion.  The 
banquet  was  a  sumptuous  repast  served  in  that 
elegant  style  for  which  Messrs.  Newman  and  Dor- 
seit  have  already  established  a  reputation. 
Brother  Newman,  formally  with  the  S.  A.  L..  is 
now  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Zarborough  Cate 
and  also  a  member  of  Division  264.  There  was  a 
large  attendance  at  this  meeting  and  much  inter- 
est was  manifested  in  the  election  of  officers.  1 
think  we  have  a  good  set  of  them,  in  fact,  the 
members  seem  to  be  well  pleased  at  the  choice. 
All  have  promised  to  make  a  good  start  with  the 
new  century  and  help  make  Raleigh  Division  what 
It  should  be.  Tonjours  Pret. 

Raleigh.  N.  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  114  has  elected  a  new  corps  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year.  The  Brothers  of  this  Divi- 
sion are,  I  might  say.  all  bright,  enthusiastic  fel- 
lows, eligible  to  fill  any  office  in  onr  Division.  The 
present  incumbents  are:  J.  Reinhart.  C.  C:  D.  F. 
Lane.A.C.C:  W.  S.  Dean.  S.  C:  J.  C.  Donnelly. 
J.  C:  R.  A.  Barnett.  I.  S.:  J.  C.  Naser.  O.  S.:  G.  E. 
Vance.  S.  &  T. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  an  active  interest  will  be  taken 
in  the  work  the  coming  year.  Much  depends  upon 
all  Brothers  as  well  as  officers  in  the  successful 
strides  for  prosperity.  I  am  a  young  man  in  our 
Order  but  very  proud  of  my  heritage.  There  are 
a  number  of  the  boys  desirous  of  making  their 
home  with  ours  in  the  near  future.  We  want  them 
all  in  our  family  to  see  how  pleasant  we  live  and 
how  happy  we  are  together.  It  is  very  gratifying 
to  note  the  number  of  Divisions  which  Pennsyl- 
vania has— 37  or  9  more  than  the  state  with  the 
next  largest  number  and  13  more  than  the  entire 
Province  of  Canada.  It  speaks  well  for  the  boys 
of  the  Keystone  state. 

Everything  is  progressing  very  nicely  with  us. 
We  are  looking  forward  for  a  very  prosperous 
year's  business  and  think  that  all  will  be  bene- 
fited. The  P.  R.  R.  paid  almost  $10,000  to  its  em- 
ployes during  the  month  of  November  as  an 


equivalent  for  their  overtime  and  over  $138,000  for 
actual  time  for  the  Pittsburg  division  alone 
which  extends  from  Pittsburg  to  Altoona.  a  dis- 
tance of  117  miles.  The  Brothers  in  the  freight 
department  are  busy,  and  I  don't  hear  the  boys 
who  are  making  four  round  trips  daily  between 
Pittsburg  and  Pitcairn  with  their  passenger  trains 
complain  about  not  having  enough  to  do  when 
they  open  their  lockers  to  divest  themselves  of 
their  daily  regalias  and  don  the  citizen  costume. 
We  trust  that  ere  many  moons,  the  company  al- 
ways kindly  disposed  towards  its  employes,  will 
realize  that  three  round  trips  are  sufficient  for  a 
suburban  day.  We  had  a  very  favorable  report  of 
the  adjustment  committee  at  our  last  meeting.  It 
is  being  considered  by  our  superior  officers  in  the 
railway  department  and  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe  favorably.  One  writer  has  very  truthfully 
said  that  the  conductor  is  a  professor.  If  I  could 
add  lustre  to  his  remark  it  would  be  by  emphasis. 
It  is  truly  a  profession  and  one,  too.  not  gained  by 
a  mere  student  or  an  apprenticeship  of  three,  four 
or  five  years,  but  six  to  nine  in  many  instances. 
Doctors,  professors  and  ministers  take  their 
courses  of  study  and  complete  the  requirement  in 
almost  all  cases  in  four  years.  Conductors  come 
from  a  long,  diligent  application  of  duty  and  then 
not  more  than  4  per  cent  graduate  and  are  honored 
with  the  profession.  Conductors  are  like  poets, 
they  are  born,  not  made.  In  order  to  be  an  efficient 
captain  there  are  many  things  of  a  natural  order 
he  must  possess.  He  is  versed  in  physical  science, 
or  the  knowledge  of  physics:  able  to  read  the 
mind  by  the  map  of  the  face;  eyes  to  see  behind 
him  as  well  as  in  front,  a  mind  that  retains  every- 
thing and  serves  him  like  a  prince's  valet.  Ah! 
and  with  all  this  he  sometimes  is  found  fault  with. 
Some  ingrate  with  transportation  covering  less 
than  half  the  distance  he  expects  to  travel  will 
sally  out  to  tell  the  princely  captain  his  business, 
and  gets  even  with  himself  by  the  hallucination  of 
a  report  to  the  management  of  the  road,  and  so  it 
is  many  things  might  be  said  of  the  difficulties  we 
encounter  every  day.  We  will  fit  ourselves  and  be 
more  than  equal  to  the  technicalities  by  keeping 
the  best  back  to  the  last  and  always  using  the 
good. 

Well.  boys,  as  I  am  a  stranger  personally  but  a 
Brother  fraternally.  I  hope  to  meet  many  during 
the  ensuing  year  and  learn  yonr  ways  and  manner 
of  doing  things  and  thus  improve  myself  in  my 
weakness  and  better  enable  me  to  be  a  conductor. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.  D.  F.  Lane. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  we  have  no  regular  correspondent  I  will 
assume  the  responsibility  of  the  task.  Our  attend- 
ance today  was  somewhat  smaller  than  usual  on 
such  an  occasion,  but  the  Brothers  are  to  be  ex- 
cused for  non-attendance,  as  the  majority  are  busy 
at  work.  Although  we  have  during  the  year  only 
made  an  increase  of  one  in  numbers,  we  are  not  in 
any  way  discouraged.  We  have  fifty-one  today  in 
membership  and  one  ready  to  initiate  next  meet- 
ing, a  good  balance  in  our  treasury  and  the 
Brothers  seemingly  contented.  As  contentment 
is  wealth,  we  are  surely  to  be  congratulated.  It  is 
one  satisfaction  to  our  members  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  collect  any  local  dues  for  1900.  and  by 
resolution  the  local  dues  for  1901  are^o>be  re- 
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mitted  to  all.  so  that  our  expenses  are 
brought  down  to  a  minimum.  The  Sisters  of  Di- 
vision 114.  L.  A.  to  O,  R.  C,  were  very  much  in 
evidence  to  assist  to  our  happiness  this  day. 
When  our  election  labors  were  over  we  were  met 
by  the  Sisters  and  escorted  to  the  dining  room  of 
our  ball  to  partake  of  an  elegant  lunch,  spread 
therein,  which  was  heartily  enjoyed  and  appre- 
ciated, for  we  were  a  hungry  lot.  and  this  was 
somewhat  of  a  surprise  to  all.  After  lunch  we  re- 
tained to  the  hall  and  had  a  public  installation  of 
newly-elected  officers.  Brother  Frank  Moran  was 
installing  officer,  assisted  by  Brother  L.  C.  Mc- 
Dermand  as  marshal.  The  ladies  of  Division  114. 
L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C,  honored  ns  with  their  presence. 
The  evening  was  spent  by  enjoying  short,  pithy, 
but  highly  enjoyable  speeches  by  different  Broth- 
ers and  Sisters,  also  music  and  singing,  closing 
with  the  Closing  Ode  of  the  L.  A.  One  member 
said  he  wished  election,  or  at  least  just  such  meet- 
ings, came  once  a  month.  Job. 
Green  Bay.  Wis. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Elections  are  responsible  for  some  things  that 
we  would  have  otherwise,  and  if  I  exhaust  my 
audience,  charge  the  affliction  to  the  election,  for 
I  was  elected  correspondent.  Division  36  held 
their  annual  election  December  19.  Chairs  were 
taken  from  the  platform  to  accommodate  the  last 
arrivals.  Brother  C.  A.  Black,  of  the  Mo,  P..  is 
Chief  Conductor  and  Brother  Holbrook  of  the 
Santa  Fe.  Assistant  Chief;  Brother  Phil  Smith.  S. 
Cm  Brother  Sweeney,  J.  C:  Brother  Woodard. 
Inside  Sentinel,  and  last,  but  not  least,  is  Brother 
ftttigrew.  whom  you  will  have  to  show  if  you 
want  in.  Brother  Marlow  will  tell  the  Grand  Di- 
vision who  laid  the  rails,  from  36's  point  of  view, 
unless  good  reason  prevents,  in  which  case  Brother 
Hamilton  will  be  first  out.  Indeed,  the  last 
named  and  undersigned  Brother  has  been  called 
"It"  since  election.  The  nondescript  meaning  of 
this  term  may  be  suggested  by  remarking  that  he 
is  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Alternate  Delegate, 
Correspondent  and  Legislative  Representative. 
Great  things  are  expected  of  the  latter  choice,  as 
it  is  mentioned  that  "politics"  is  his  "hobby."  and 
some  of  the  Brothers  anticipate  seeing  him  mount 
said  "bobby"  and  away  like  Sancho  Panga  with 
bis  charger  scenting  the  battle  from  afar.  But  it 
is  feared  by  less  enthusiastic  ones  that  he  will 
have  to  twist  the  tail  of  his  hobby  so  much  by  way 
of  suggestion  that  upon  his  return  he  will  have 
nothing  to  show  for  his  campaign  but  an  indict- 
ment from  the  humane  society  and  a  handful  of 
hairs  for  a  peace  offering. 

Division  36  gave  a  ball  on  the  31st  of  October  and 
when  the  last  scraps  of  tbe  proceeds  are  stacked 
"P  we  will  be  about  $125.00  better  off  than  formerly. 
One  of  its  most  noteworty  features  was  the  feast 
of  good  things  served  by  the  Ladies  Auxiliary. 
Division  41.  which  everyone  said  was  "out  of 
sight,"  and  it  was.  when  they  had  paid  their  re- 
spects. We  sometimes  feel  a  bit  in  want  of  good 
material  upon  which  to  confer  our  offices  without 
imposing  continually  upon  the  same  set.  but  we 
manage  fairly,  and  what  one  can't  do.  another  can. 
Occasionally  we  wish  we  had  among  us  a  very  re- 
markable person  who  could  do  any  necessary 


thing,  or  several  of  them,  at  once.  Such  a  one 
should  have  the  devotion  to  our  interests  of 
Propst  or  Pettigrew,  the  clear  vision  of  Marlow. 
the  regular  attention  to  meetings  of  Ph.  Smith  or 
Holbrook.  the  willingness  to  talk,  of  Ledwith,  and 
the  ability  to  do  so  of  Straney.  All  these  qualifi- 
cations, supported  by  Sweney's  perseverance  and 
spiced  with  Metz's  good  nature,  would  make  a 
man  who  would  madelArchimadeslashamed  of  bis 
lament  or  Alexander  dry  his  tears,  for  he  would 
move  the  world  alone. 

Division  36  has  125  members,  mostfof  whom  are 
in  the  service  of  the  D.  &  R.  G..  which  road  has 
three  districts  on  the  first  division. "(centering  at 
Pueblo.  Both  the  Santa  Fe  and  Mo.  P.  are  well 
organized,  but  number  smallerlforces.  We  have 
also  about  twelve  members  on'  thelF.  &  C.  C, 
which  runs  from  Florence  to  Cripple  Creek,  the 
greatest  gold  camp  on  earth.  No.  36's  boys  bring 
out  the  precious  yellow  and  take  uptthe  suste- 
nance to  those  who  bring  it  to  tbe  surface.  Cripple 
Creek  has  an  altitude  of  9000  feet,  which  is  no 
higher  than  the  Cripple  Creek  boys'fstanding  is 
in  36.  Division  36  has  also  some  business  men  en- 
rolled, grocers,  bankers,  etc..  and  Brothers  J.  F. 
Owens  and  H.  J.  Stanley,  of  the  D.  &.  R.  G.  and  C. 
&  S..  respectively,  are  successfully  and  satisfac- 
torily gracing  tbe  trainmaster's  position.  The 
organizations  on  the  roads  represented  by  36's 
membership  have  been  quietly  working,  for  some 
time,  for  a  system  federation,  from  which  we  ex- 
pect to  hear  soon.  Indeed,  it  is  believed  to  be 
available  now.  should  we  find  occasion  to  call  upon 
it,  so  thoroughly  in  touch  audj]harmony  are  tbe 
parties  involved.  The  operators'ilstrike  was  un- 
fortunate, in  being  a  bit  too  early,  but  all  parties 
expect  to  wield  a  consistent  prestige  in  the  future. 
We  think  we  have  rambled  far  enough  for  the 
first  venture  upon  the  editor's  domain,  but  when 
we  come  again  we  will  try  harder  to  preserve  the 
dignity  of  our  office,  as  we  expect  this  entree 
merely  to  introduce  us  to  our  audience  of  fellow 
car  hands.  Just  as  our  pencil  becomes  blunt, 
comes  one  of  36's  friends  from  without  the  circle, 
who  reports  that  next  morning  after  election,  at 
an  hour  when  artificial  light  would  not  long  be 
needed,  he  witnessed  one  of  the  elect  who  was 
enthusiastic  with  the  source  of  Rip  Van  Winkle's 
good  cheer,  making  frantic  efforts  to  light  the 
incandescent  arc  light  with  a  match.  But  elec- 
tions come  but  once  a  year,  and  no  doubt  light 
will  be  plentiful  for  him  hereafter.  As  the  time 
approaches  when  it  is  customary  to  exchange  the 
compliments  of  the  season  of  "peace  on  earth, 
good  will  to  men."  it  occurs  to  us  that  neither  the 
peace  nor  good  will  are  as  plentiful  as  they  might 
be,  and  in  this  connection  the  writer  assumes  to 
have  learned  the  reason  why  it  is  thus,  and  if  he 
comes  again  he  will  mention  some  of  tbe  causes 
and  effects  and  remedies  that  he  sees  tangled  up 
in  the  social  fabric.  Meanwhile,  here's  to  the  new 
year,  the  new  time  and  the  new  century,  in  which 
shall  live,  move  and  have  its  being,  tbe  Brother- 
hood of  Man.  the  federation  of  the  world. 

Pueblo.  Colo.  A.  D.  Hamilton. 

C 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

They  say  in  your  nice  cosy  office  is  a  waste 
basket  spacious  and  wide;  and  something  keeps 
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whispering  to  me  that  there  my  poor  poem  mast 
hide.  But  if  a  small  space  yon  can  spare,  in  some 
little  corner,  just  anywhere,  I'll  promise  to  do 
something  better  in  my  next  Conductor  letter. 

One  of  the  boys  of  the  three  fourteen,  whom  is 
neither  fat  nor  very  lean,  went  out  a  hunting,  so 
they  say:  the  same  was  plenty,  fine  the  day.  He 
dreamed  of  a  banquet  rare  and  fine,  with  pheas- 
ants and  quail,  fox  squirrels  and  pine.  He 
thought  of  what  the  boys  would  say  at  such  a 
spread  on  election  day.  He  rowed  they  should 
have  a  high  old  time,  and  an  invitation  sent  to 
L.  A.  9.  Hours  before  the  sun  was  up  he  had  his  lit- 
tle bite  and  sup.  He  donned  his  game  coat,  loggias 
as  well,  and  thought  he  looked  just  quite  too  swell. 
All  cares  he  left  behind,  and  took  only  his  clothes 
and  pleasant  looks,  his  ammunition  and  his  lunch, 
his  gun  and  stick  for  rabbit  punch.  He  started 
out  .to  find  the  trail  of  some  behungered  cotton- 
tail. He  looked  in  every  log  and  stump,  expecting 
cotton-tails  to  jump.  He  looked  for  quail  and 
pheasants,  too,  up  in  the  trees  where  beech  nuts 
grew.  For  fox  squirrels  on  the  trees  where  knots, 
were  sticking  full  of  holes  and  spots.  For  days  he 
lingered  at  the  chase  and  moved  about  at  rapid 
pace,  until,  weary  and  worn,  cross  and  sore,  he  re- 
turned to  go  hunting— never  more.  What  did  he 
kill?  Don't  ask  me  what!  Three  fourteen  knows 
what  be  got.  Election  day  came  round  at  last,  and 
votes  for  officers  all  were  cast:  he  failed  to  appear, 
this  same  old  pard.  so  they  gave  him  the  office  of 
outside  guard.  The  lunch  was  made  ready  and  on 
time,  not  by  him.  but  L.  A.  9.  The  cotton-tails  are 
plenty  yet.  that  he  has  failed  to  shoot  and  get.  and 
squirrels  up  the  towering  oaks  still  eat  their 
winter  artichokes.  As  many  pheasants  roam  at 
will  as  did  before  he  shot  to  kill,  and  quail  will  fail 
to  grace  his  toast,  but  in  its  stead  he'll  get  a  roast. 

Allegheny.  Pa.  "314." 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  312  held  its  125th  regular  meeting.  Sun- 
day, December  23rd,  and  elected  the  following  of- 
ficers: E.  M.  Ostrom,  C.  C:  F.  M.  Hardenberg. 
A.  C.  C  :  J.  Clark  Sheldon.  S.  and  T.:  D.  R.  Ed- 
wards, S.  C:  L.  H.  Vaughan.  J.  C:  F.  A.  Marshall, 
I.  S.:  J.  H.  Mitchell.  O.  S.:  H.  W.  Delamater.  Dele- 
gate: O.  F.  Merrill.  Alternate:  T.  D.  Murphy.  30 
Fulton  St.,  Ch..  O.  F.  Merrill.  D.  R.  Edwards.  Com. 
of  Ad.:  J.  Clark  Sheldon.  Leg.  Com.  and  Cor.;  T.  D. 
Murphy.  W.  H.  Keener.  D.  R.  Edwards.  Div.  Com. 
and  Trustees.  Our  meeting  was  largely  attended 
and  the  newly  elected  officers  were  installed  by 
P.  C.  C.  O.  F.  Merrill.  During  our  most  busy 
period  we  were  interrupted  by  a  noise  at  the  outer 
door.  Our  efficient  Sentinel  answered  the  call  and 
found  a  son  of  C.  C.  Mitchell  with  a  note  which 
proved  to  be  an  invitation  from  Mesdames  J.  Clark 
Sheldon.  T.  B.  Franklin  and  J.  H.  Mitchell,  as 
Committee,  to  attend  a  supper  at  the  residence  of 
Brother  T.  B.  Franklin.  Well.  now.  to  say  that 
everybody  was  surprised  would  be  putting  it 
mild.  No  greater  shock  could  have  been  received 
only  when  your  train  breaks  in  two  in  the  air  and 
catches  you  napping  and  as  a  general  thing  you 
will  wake  up  rather  sudden.  Brother  Hess,  how- 
ever, was  the  first  one  to  realize  "where  he  was 
at."  and  was  at  once  taken  very  hungry:  others  fell 
in  line  as  they  became   conscious.   In  getting 


up  this  grand  spread  it  is  wonderful  how  the  ladies 
could  keep  it  secret  as  it  was  a  most  profound  secret 
from  start  to  finish  and  for  one  reason  we  regret 
very  much  that  it  was  as  we  would  have  been 
pleased  to  have  invited  some  of  our  neighboring: 
Brothers  —  Heitzmann.  Cramer.  McDonald,  and 
many  others,  bnt  they  are  generally  in  attendance. 
Boys,  you  missed  it  this  time  but  I  assure  you  that 
it  was  no  fault  of  ours.  Brother  Franklin  was  not 
aware  of  the  fact  until  be  waa  inside-  the  deer  aaed 
had  it  not  been  for  his  able  escort.  Brother  T.  XX 
Murphy,  there  might  have  been  a  job  for  the  un- 
dertaker. Words  cannot  begin  to  tell  you  about 
the  manner  in  whhch  we  were  entertained.  Mrs. 
H.  G.  Jasquish  favored  us  with  the  musical  part  of 
the  entertainment  in  a  very  efficient  manner. 
This  is  is  the  first  reception  given  us  by  our  wives 
(in  a  body)  in  so  generous  and  successful  manner 
and  we  appreciate  it  very  much.  Of  course  we  get 
various  kinds  of  receptions  from  them  at  home 

Just  a  word  in  regard  to  some  of  our  Brothers 
and  I  will  close.  Brother  Hess  has  been  obliged 
to  have  his  arm  amputated  again  two  inches  above 
the  first,  which  was  not  properly  conducted.  He  is 
now  improving.  He  was  able  to  do  a  little  "squeea- 
ing"  at  the  supper.  Brother  Hicks  was  injured  in 
a  wreck  a  few  days  ago  by  having  his  right  arm- 
broken  at  the  elbow.  Brother  Hardenberg  is  all 
right.  Who  says  he  can't  sing?  Several  of  our 
Brothers  have  St.  Paul  on  the  brain  and  I  think  the 
Chief  of  Police  will  have  business  if  they  all  go  to 
the  Grand  Division  and  I  know  it  will  require  more 
than  one  closed  carriage  to  satisfy  our  delegate. 
Brother  Delamater.  Not  having  space  enough  to 
mention  anything  about  Sheldon,  Vaughan.  Kelley. 
Edwards,  and  several  others,  the  engineer  blows 
three  long  whistles.  Train  is  parted.  Happy  New 
Year  to  all.  "312." 

Weehawken.  N.  J. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  306  has  a  membership  of  45.  The  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  Sunday.  Dec.  9.  for  the 
ensuing  year,  after  which  a  banquet  was  given  and 
115  plates  spread  in  honor  of  the  initiation  of  Con- 
ductor W.  H.  Marshall  and  Andy  Balhuff:  L.  H. 
Alverson.  C.  C:  A.  D.  Cummins,  A.  C.  C:  E.  F. 
Richards.  S.  and  T ;  W.  C.  McGlone.  S.  C:  Geo 
McFadden.  J.  C:  Frank  I.  Marshall.  I.  S.:  G.  B. 
Cornell.  O.  S.:  James  Sweeney.  Delegate:  Thomas 
M.  Brown.  Geo.  L.  Fisk,  Mamon  Barnhart.  Audit- 
ing Committee. 

Those  present  at  the  banquet  aside  from  the  con- 
ductors and  their  families  were  our  division  super- 
intendent. M.  C.  Coyle.  his  trainmaster,  E.  L. 
Davis,  and  family,  and  our  retired  superintendent 
and  family.  Mr.  W.  J.  Martin,  who  spent  thirty 
years  with  us  and  who  seemed  like  a  father  to  the 
most  of  the  conductors.  He  was  retired  and  pen- 
sioned for  faithful  service  on  account  of  a  paralytic 
stroke,  which  left  him  incapacitated.  Mr.  Coyle. 
his  successor,  seems  to  take  his  place  admirably, 
and  has  the  entire  confidence  of  his  employes, 
mingling  with  them  in  their  open  meetings  with 
kind  words  of  encouragement  always.  This  is 
just  the  kind  of  a  superintendent  that  fills  the  men 
with  a  determination  to  do  their  best  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  company,  and  the  showing  of  the  man- 
agement's financial  abilities  to  run  a  division.  "In 
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unison  there  is  strength."  end  in  these  friendly 
meetings  there  is  unison.  We  have  eight  regular 
crews  on  our  passenger  trains  on  this  division,  of 
which  three  are  on  the  cannon  ball  and  five  on  the 
through  trains.  The  men  on  the  cannon  ball  are 
conductors  Qeorge  L.  Fisk.  James  Ball  and  E.  P. 
Richards:  those  of  the  through  trains  are  James 
Sweeney.  G.  B.  Coryell.  W.  L.  Marshall.  Alex  Mc- 
Call  and  R.  J.  Brown,  with  about  fifty  crews  on  the 
freights  and  extras.  C.  H.  Burr  Martin,  a  brother 
of  our  former  superintendent  and  good  O.  R.  C. 
man.  runs  the  "Midland  and  Vassar"  accommoda- 
tion, while  L.  H.  Cham  Berlin  runs  the  Lewiston 
train  on  the  Twin  Lake  Branch  and  acts  in  duty  of 
assistant  trainmaster  in  addition. 

For  two  weeks  we  have  been  annoyed  by  the 
presence  of  that  admirable  character  known  as 
the  spotter,  dressed  in  his  Santa  Clans  Mackinaw 
suit,  and  the  result  of  his  report  is  watched  for 
with  some  interest.  We  are  quite  at  ease,  however, 
as  a  clear  conscience  smoothes  a  troubled  waters. 
Conductor  E.  P.  Richards,  who  was  stricken  with 
a  paralytic  stroke,  at  the  Wayne  Hotel  in  Detroit 
some  time  in  August,  has  resumed  his  run  on  the 
cannon  ball.  His  place  was  filled  by  Brother  Sid 
Chisholm  during  his  long  sickness.  Brother  Joe 
Flynn  has  returned  from  his  cattle  ranch  in  the 
west  and  has  resumed  his  run. 

The  Grayling  House,  the  principal  hotel  in  Gray- 
ling, burned  last  week,  and  some  of  the  boys 
escaped  with  but  a  scanty  amount  of  clothing,  and 
In  one  case  the  ever  dreaded  danger  signal,  the 
red  flag,  was  used  to  complete  the  suit  of  J.  W.  Mc- 
Donald, or  Teddy,  as  he  is  known.  Brother  Hast- 
ings took  command  of  the  gang  in  carrying  out  the 
available  contents,  and  his  cry  of  away  back 
rang  out  on  the  midnight  air  and  re-echoed  in  the 
distant  bills,  if  perchance  a  case  of  cigars  or  '66 
was  dropped  before  a  safe  distance  from  the  heat 
and  fire  was  reached.  The  thermometer  was  at 
sero  and  the  stillness  of  the  cold  lent  a  sight  to  the 
thousands  of  spectators  as  the  nude  forms  of  the 
overcrowded  hotel  filled  the  windows  above  and 
watched  their  turn  for  the  hook  and  ladder  com- 
pany. Conductor  Kuhn  and  Engineer  Gates  took 
no  chances,  but  made  a  rope  from  their  sheets  and 
had  a  fire  escape  of  their  own  make  in  operation. 
The  clerks  stood  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  and  con- 
ducted many  of  the  bewildered  guests  down  the 
stairway  nntil  overcome  themselves  by  the  heat, 
and  the  fact  that  no  lives  were  lost  is  largely  due 
to  night  clerk  Amos  Spaulding  and  Chas.  Potello. 

Business  for  the  last  two  months  has  been  slack, 
and  many  of  the  conductors  have  been  obliged  to 
brake,  but  it  will  resume  its  normal  as  soon  as  cars 
can  be  had.  A  scarcity  of  cars  is  the  cause.  At 
the  close  of  navigation  the  flour  and  copper  comes 
by  rail  via  Mackinaw,  and  if  cars  are  available 
business  is  good  and  the  crews  make  good  money. 
Our  freight  conductors  are  paid  $3.58  per  hundred, 
and  the  brakemen  $2.38.  and  as  a  rule  the  men  do 
not  complain  about  their  salary.  Our  passenger 
conductors  get  from  $90.00  to  $110.00  for  16  days  work 
according  to  runs.  Construction  trains.  $90.00  and 
way  freight.  $85.00.  three  crews  to  each  run.  or  16 
days,  extra  for  extra  work.  Way  freight  brakemen 
$90.00  for  16  days'  work.  Brakemen  have  drawn  on 
this  division  $106  for  one  month's  wages  and  con- 
ductors $150:  of  course  these  are  the  limit  figures. 


Our  division  is  183  miles  long  for  passenger  and  ZM 

for  freight:  however,  oar  cannon  ball  trains  run. 
304  miles  coming  off  from  the  Saginaw  division. 
Undoubtedly,  there  is  no  road  where  the  conduc- 
tors' patience  is  so  sorely  tried  as  is  this  division 
running  183  mites  through  the  forests  of  pine.  The 
trains  are  always  crowded  with  woodsmen,  and  in 
these  camps  perhaps  some  of  the  most  noted  crim- 
inals find  shelter  and  concealment  With  their 
bright  colored  Mackinaw  shirts  and  enthusiasm  of 
"red  eye"  the  conductor  seems  to  be  their  target, 
and  many  a  rowdy  thus  attired  has  fallen  a  victim 
to  his  over-estimated  enthusiasm,  for  the  conduc- 
tors here,  with  their  years  of  experience,  know 
best  how  to  handle  them. 

Our  Division  starts  the  new  year  with  a  complete 
set  of  officers  and  new  members  are  being  initiated 
and  accepted  by  transfer  cards,  and  we  hope  to 
show  by  the  close  of  1901  the  banner  Division  of 
the  state.  Gko  rge  L.  Fisk  . 

West  Bay  City.  Mich. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

I  have  just  been  elected  to  the  honored  and 
lucrative  (?)  office  of  Division  correspondent,  so  I 
mean  to  take  the  advantage  of  my  position  to  tell 
you  all  I  know.  I  beg  you  to  have  patience,  as  it 
won't  take  me  long.  We  had  an  election  of  officers 
at  our  last  meeting.  Dec.  23.  to  do  what  is  right  for 
Division  13.  Our  C.  C.  Brother  Peter  Stuart,  the 
man  of  our  choice,  is  a  Brother  to  be  admired  by 
all.  He  will  always  be  happy  to  welcome  any 
Brother  who  may  come  to  this  Canada  of  ours. 
Our  A.  C.  C.  Brother  Thomas  Lees,  of  the  G.  T.  R.. 
we  all  feel  proud  to  greet  For  S.  and  T.  comes 
your  servant,  Mac  N.  Z.  Onr  S.  C.  is  Brother  John 
Aikens.  our  farmer,  whose  heart  is  in  the  right 
place  and  will  fill  his  position  with  satisfaction. 
Our  J.  C.  Brother  John  H.  Watson,  whose  strong 
desire  to  do  what  is  right  is  bound  to  be  a  strength 
to  the  Division  and  organization.  The  inner  door 
will  be  in  charge  of  our  old  and  much  esteemed 
Brother.  P.  J.  Hulchusar.  and  the  outer  door  will 
be  in  charge  of  one  of  the  youngest  Brothers  in  the 
Division.  J.  C.  Wiley,  who  says  the  Brothers  must 
stand  in  with  him.  So  don't  ferget  the  cigars.  As 
for  delegate,  the  old  war  horse.  Jerry  Lor  dan 
carried  the  meeting  unanimous,  after  begging  the 
Division  not  to  elect  him  against  Brother  T.  W. 
Cololey,  who  says  he  is  glad,  as  he  will  get  his  run 
on  passenger  when  he  is  away  (if  he  don't  go  to  St 
Paul  himself  it  will  be  a  wonder  to  me) .  I  want  all 
the  Brothers  to  look  out  for  the  delegate  from 
Division  13  and  treat  him  with  care,  as  you  will 
find  him  a  diamond  in  the  rough  and  that  is  the 
worst  I  can  say  for  him.  Our  Division  committee 
is  Brothers  John  Akeljoin,  Kepple  Hastings  and 
Pat  Markham.  who  I  contend  are  three  of  the  best 
Brothers  in  the  country  and  will  guard  the  inter- 
ests of  their  Order  and  this  Division  in  particular 
with  satisfaction.  M.  C.  R.  R.  general  grievance 
committee  of  last  year  holds  over  'till  next  year, 
but  I  will  not  pass  them  by  in  my  correspondence, 
as  I  consider  them  one  of  the  best  committees  any 
band  of  Brothers  could  have.  They  have  formu- 
lated a  new  schedule  which  carried  with  it  a  mater- 
ial increase  in  pay;  also  succeeded  in  reinstating 
two  discharged  Brothers,  and  several  other  minor 
grievances  were  settled  without  much  trouble. 
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They  have  the  confidence  of  the  management 
which  gives  the  committee  a  source  of  strength, 
and  I  hope  Brothers  Coloey.  W.  H.  Ryan  and 
Watson  may  long  be  spared  to  look  after  the  inter- 
est of  the  Brothers  on  the  M.  C.  R.  R.  There  are 
other  Brothers  you  will  see  and  their  wise  counsel 
is  all  heeded  by  the  Division.  They  are:  Brothers 
Tom  Lowry.Alez.  Willy.  Will  Gurvine.  Fred  W. 
Kilgom.  Paten  Pox.  John  Noonan.  John  Flynn. 
Con.  Maxwell  and  John  Dawsen.  There  are  a 
lot  of  Brothers  we  do  not  see  at  our  meetings 
which  I  will  write  up  at  some  future  date  and  tell 
yon  what  I  think  about  them  and  the  sterling 
qualities  they  possess  as  far  as  not  attending  the 
Division  meetings.  They  are  some  of  the  most 
persevering  Brothers  I  ever  had  the  pleasure  to  be 
acquainted  with. 

Brother  W.  H.  Ingram  still  sees  some  faults  with 
the  reserve  fund.  While  I  know  his  business 
capability  and  his  strong  desire  to  do  right  and  be 
just  to  all.  will  do  well  to  consider  some  proposi- 
tion which  will  come  up  at  the  next  Grand  Divis- 
ion in  regard  to  the  same.  Now.  Brothers.  I  have 
finished  my  yarn  and  I  will  conclude  with  kind 
wishes  and  a  Happy  New  Year  to  all.   Mac  N.  Z. 

St.  Thomas.  Ont. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  Dec.  3.  Division  139  held  their  election  of 
officers.  The  following  named  officers  were  elec- 
ted: Jno.  S.  Henry.  C.  C;  C.  W.  Conner.  A.  C.  C: 
B.  H.  Ragsdale.  S.  C:  H.  P.  Coile.  J.  C:  Jno.  W. 
Beathard.  S.  and  T.:  Jno.  W.  Lauthner.  I.  S.:  J.  J. 
Saylor.  O.  S.:  Brother  C.  W.  Conner  was  also  elec- 
ted delegate  to  Grand  Division,  with  Brother  R.  B. 
Ragsdale  as  alternate. 

Division  139  is  in  very  good  condition  and  many 
new  members  are  being  initiated.  We  have  just 
moved  into  a  new  Division  room  on  New  Gay  St. 
and  given  up  our  old  quarters  in  the  French  & 
Roberts  building.  This  Division  has  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  two  members  by  death  quite  re- 
cently-the  first  being  Brother  Jno.  W.  Leming. 
who  was  killed  by  his  train  at  New  Market  on  Nov. 
17:  the  second.  Brother  David  Glover,  also  killed 
by  train  near  Charleston.  Tenn..  on  Dec.  8.  Both 
were  active  members  and  their  loss  is  keenly  felt. 
Work  is  heavy  on  the  Knoxville  division  of  the 
Southern  now  and  the  boys  are  all  making  good 
time.  There  has  been  quite  a  block  in  the  yards 
for  some  time  past,  but  everything  is  clear  now 
and  trains  are  all  moving  smoothly.  Having  been 
elected  as  correspondent  for  this  Division  for  1901. 
I  am  going  to  write  twelve  letters  and  represent 
the  Division  each  month,  provided  the  editor  and 
members  can  stand  it.  We  will  soon  begin  a  new 
year  and  a  new  century.  Let  us  hope  that  it  will 
be  a  year  and  century  of  prosperity  to  all.  I  will 
"ring  off"  now  with  best  wishes  for  The  Railway 
Conductor  and  for  all  other  conductors. 

Knoxville.  Tenn.  A.  W.  Bonhour. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

.  Division  140  held  their  annual  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  with  the  following  result:  S. 
B.  Hamer.  C.  C:  O.  L.  Babbit.  A.  C.  C:  W.  P. 
Echols.  S.  and  T.;  J.  F.  Smith.  S.  C:  J.  G.  Bond.  J. 
C:  O.  L.  Bicknell.  I.  S.:  A.  Row.  O.  S.:  Delegate, 
W.  F.  Echols:  Alternate.  A.  A.  Riddlebergen 


Cipher  Correspondent.  F.  L.  Cox;  Journal  Corre- 
spondent. S.  B.  Hamer  Legislative  Com..  T. 
Jackson.  With  the  assistance  of  all.  I  am  sure  we 
can  make  1901  very  profitable  to  all  concerned  and 
especially  to  the  members  of  the  O.  R.  C.  We 
have  some  members  who  are  almost  constant 
attendants,  but  a  great  many  of  the  Brothers  sel- 
dom put  in  an  appearance  unless  there  is  an  ax  to 
grind.  Now.  this  is  wrong  and  I  would  urge  the 
Brothers  to  attend  as  regularly  as  possible  and 
make  the  Division  room  so  interesting  that  it  will 
be  a  pleasure  for  all  to  be  there.  Business  on  the 
C.  &  O.  is  so  heavy  that  it  is  impossible  for  all  to 
get  together  at  any  meeting,  but  if  the  Brothers 
will  do  the  best  they  can  there  will  be  no  grumbling. 
Our  Order  is  doing  some  excellent  work  and  the 
brotherly  interest  displayed  in  behalf  of  some  of 
the  members  who  have  recently  had  the  mis- 
fortune of  being  pulled  into  trouble,  is  positive 
proof  that  the  intentions  and  motives  of  our  Order 
are  not  all  wasted.  May  the  good  work  go  on  and 
let  the  Brothers  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  and 
much  good  will  be  accomplished.  The  member- 
ship of  Division  140  is  steadily  increasing  and  with 
pushers  at  the  helm  we  fear  no  obstructions. 

The  C.  &  O.  is  now  receiving  the  second  install- 
ment of  large  locomotives  for  New  River  and 
Greenbrier  districts,  which  are  badly  needed  to 
handle  the  business  before  us.  every  thine  now 
being  taxed  to  its  utmost  to  handle  the  traffic  of 
the  road.  The  actual  average  daily  tonnage  over 
this  part  of  the  road  is  about  25000  tons,  exclusive 
of  locals  and  passengers.  We  anticipate  some 
official  changes  the  first  of  the  year,  which  is  to  be 
regretted  very  much  if  any  of  them  are  lost  to  our 
part  of  the  road,  as  they  are  all  gentlemen  of  the 
first  water,  always  ready  and  willing  to  treat  with 
the  employes,  very  considerate  in  their  dealings 
and  fair  in  their  decisions  toward  the  men.  And 
now  for  fear  of  tieing  up  the  road.  I  will  back  up 
and  let  No.  90  by.  With  best  wirfbes  for  all. 

Hinton.  W.  Va.  S.  B.  Hambr. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  wish  to  compliment  Brothers  Osborn  and 
Scates  for  their  good  and  sensible  letters  in  the 
November  Conductor.  Yes.  Brother  Scates.  yon 
struck  the  key  note  when  you  talked  to  the  senior- 
ity man  as  you  did.  1  have  previously.made  men- 
tion of  seniority  as  all  right  for  the  "cornfield 
sailors."  but  it  is  deadly  poison  for  those  who  have 
spent  the  better  part  of  their  lives  in  train  service 
—why.  it  doesn't  do  a  thing  but  beat  him  out  of  his 
job.  Yon  are  right  when  you  say  he  is  manufac- 
turing a  rope  to  hang  himself,  but  they  cannot  see 
it  until  they  are  strung  up:  then  they  begin  to 
"holler"  for  some  one  to  cut  them  down.  Now.  for 
instance,  a  man  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  • 
conductor  for  fifteen  years:  he  is  now  thirty-five 
years  of  age.  then  loses  his  position.  He  has  to  go 
to  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and  climb  up  again.  He 
goes  to  a  seniority  road  and  brakes  there  ten  years; 
he  has  to  come  in  behind  the  "snake  hunter."  who 
went  braking  two  or  three  days  ahead  of  him. 
How  does  this  strike  you.  Mr.  Seniority  man?  He 
would  tell  his  little  tale  of  woe  to  every  schoolboy 
he  met— how  be  had  been  running  a  train  of  cars 
for  fifteen  years,  "and  now  that  pumpkin  roller 
gets  a  train  ahead  of  me!"  Promotion  is  slow  and 
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he  will  have  to  brake  four  or  five  years  longer,  or 
at  any  rate  longer.  By  the  time  it  would  be  his 
turn  for  promotion  the  officials  would  say  be  was 
an  old  man  in  do  tare  and  would  put  him  to  watch- 
ing a  crossing  or  cleaning  switch  lamps,  and  still 
at  the  same  time  would  be  a  competent  man  to 
teach  the  "apple  knocker." 

On  December  9  Division  3  elected  their  officers 
for  the  year  1901.  and  if  I  were  to  say  they  made  a 
good  selection,  would  only  be  putting  it  mildly. 
They  all  know  their  business  and  will  not  need 
any  clerks,  especially  our  S.  and  T..  who  is  the 
best  local  S.  and  T.  in  America,  and  is  a  first-class 
gentleman  in  every  respect,  always  having  a  kind 
and  pleasant  word  for  all.  After  election  of  officers 
Auxiliary  11  was  admitted  to  witness  the  installa- 
tion, the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Brother  E. 
E.  Williams,  our  retiring  C.  C.  (and  by  the  way. 
will  say  Brother  Ed  was  the  best  C.  C.  we  have 
ever  had.)  Brother  P.  D.  Hartell  acted  as  mar- 
shal. Brother  J.  J.  Murphy  delivered  a  very  elo- 
quent address,  and  referred  to  the  skating  rinks 
on  top  of  the  heads  of  some  of  the  officers  elect  in 
such  an  impressive  and  touching  manner  that  had 
the  audience  been  seated  in  an  opera  house  it 
would  have  been  necessary  for  those  seated  in  the 
parquette  to  have  been  provided  with  umbrellas 
to  protect  them  from  the  shower  of  tears  that 
would  have  fallen  from  the  balcony.  Brother  C. 
D.  Kellogg,  our  new  C.  C.  elect,  also  delivered  a 
brief  oration  which  was  very  entertaining  and  in- 
structive. I  will  also  state  that  I  feel  confident 
that  Division  3  will  prosper  under  the  superinten- 
dency  of  Brother  C.  D.  Kellogg.  The  next  on  the 
program  was  an  invitation  by  the  good  and  kind 
members  of  L.  A.  11  to  step  into  a  room  adjacent 
to  the  Division  room  wher;  they  had  an  elegant 
spread  in  waiting  for  us.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go 
into  details  in  regard  to  this  matter,  as  these  noble 
and  intelligent  ladies  always  make  a  success  of 
everything  they  undertake.  Their  meeting  with 
us  in  this  kindly  manner  will  certainly  have  a 
good  effect,  and  if  Division  3  had  a  few  energetic 
workers  like  some  of  the  bright  lights  in  L.  A.  No. 
11.  such  as  Sisters  Stanford.  Sone  and  others  whose 
names  I  cannot  recall.  I  am  sure  we  would  have 
better  meetings.  Such  meetings  are  calculated  to 
create  harmony  and  decorum. 

After  feasting  snmptuously  at  the  expense  of 
these  angels  some  of  the  young  folk  tripped  the 
fantastic  toe  a  little  while,  but  the  floor  was  car- 
peted and  there  was  no  bass  or  snare  drums  in  the 
music,  so  there  was  no  unusual  noise.  Come  again. 
Sisters:  you  will  always  find  our  latch  string  bang- 
ing out  for  such  occasions.  I  have  just  recently 
heard  mention  made  on  the  sly  that  Brothers  Mc- 
Queen and  Reynolds  stuffed  their  pockets  fnll  of 
elderberry  jell,  molasses  and  ice  cream  and  toted 
it  home  to  the  kids  and  hung  it  on  the  eyes  of  the 
little  tots  by  telling  them  that  Santa  Claus  had 
sent  it  to  them. 

In  looking  over  the  various  letters  in  The  Con- 
ductor I  frequently  see  mention  made  of  what 
is  to  be  done  with  the  old  conductor  who  has  been 
unfortunate.  I  think  from  the  tone  of  some  of 
those  letters  there  is  a  certain  element  that  cares 
little  what  becomes  of  him.  It  sounds  very  much 
like.  "oh.  I  am  all  right;  to  hades  with  you.  Jack!" 
I  think  there  are  some  who  call  themselves 


Brothers  who  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  see 
them  treated  as  the  inhuman  farmer  does  his  worn- 
out  horse:  turn  him  loose  and  let  him  bunt  his 
living  as  best  be  can  and  if  he  can't  bunt  for  him- 
self let  him  die— at  least  it  would  look  so  to  a  man 
up  a  tree.  There  certainly  should  be  something 
done,  but  I  think  there  never  will  be.  Some  pro- 
pose one  thing  and  some  another:  I  make  this 
broad  assertion  because  I  know  what  I  am  talking 
about. and  I  am  not  talking  through  my  hat.  either. 
I  defy  any  Brother.  I  care  not  who  he  is.  to  pro- 
duce argument  that  will  convince  me  or  any  other 
person  who  can  see  this  farm  question  as  I  do.  that 
it  would  not  be  a  wise  thing  to  do. 

I  would  judge  by  the  appearance  of  the  letters 
that  are  written  in  opposition  to  my  suggestion 
that  the  writers  know  about  as  much  about  the 
farming  business  as  I  do  about  navigating  a  ship. 
One  Brother  says  there  is  not  one  railroad  man  in 
five  hundred  who  knows  anything  about  farming. 
That  is  very  true:  neither  is  it  necessary  they 
should:  neither  do  all  conductors  know  anything 
about  managing  a  railroad,  still  there  could  be 
those  picked  out  of  the  ranks  who  could.  One 
good  Brother  down  in  one  of  the  New  England 
states  where  the  farms  do  not  produce  anything 
but  wooden  nutmegs,  says:  "Some  person  must 
want  the  superintendency  of  this  farm."  Well, 
now.  in  reply  to  this  remark  we  will  just  say  it  is 
not  necessary  for  us  to  have  a  five  story  brick 
building  fall  on  us  to  knock  us  down,  neither  are 
we  aspiring  for  any  position  of  the  kind.  Our 
persperations  are  greater  than  our  aspirations: 
however,  it  will  only  suffice  to  say  that  should  it  so 
occur  in  the  event  of  the  future  that  we  would  be 
placed  in  such  position  we  will  give  you  gilt  edge 
security,  my  dear  Brother,  that  we  could  handle  it 
successfully  and  with  credit  to  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors.  We  are  ready  and  willing  at  any 
time  to  take  this  matter  up  and  debate  it  with  any 
Brother,  either  verbally,  with  the  pen.  or  practi- 
cally, should  an  opportunity  offer. 

Some  of  the  Brothers  have  spoken  about  a  man- 
ufacturing business  of  some  kind.  Tbis  I  would 
say  nothing  about,  for  I  know  nothing  about  such 
business  and  would  not  wish  to  expose  my  ignor- 
ance. I  will  only  say  this:  I  think  it  would  be  a 
difficult  matter  to  make  mechanics  out  of  men  at 
sixty  years  of  age:  possibly  I  might  be  mistaken  in 
tbis.  but  I  think  not.  I  wish  the  good  Brothers 
who  are  so  bitterly  opposed  to  the  farm  wonld 
give  intelligible  reasons.  Brothers,  if  you  cannot 
say  anything  good  of  a  Brother  or  a  good  cause,  do 
not  say  anything  against  it. 

It  is  now  time  all  labor  organizations  would  look 
to  their  own  interests  and  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder.  The  railroad  companies  are  flooding 
the  country  with  good  men.  barring  them  from 
train  service  on  the  least  technicality.  This  cer- 
tainly is  done  for  a  purpose.  Can  any  Brother 
solve  this  problem?  If  you  cannot  now,  tbe  time 
is  coming  when  you  can— after  it  is  too  late.  Here 
is  something  for  you  to  study,  that  is  of  more  in- 
terest to  you  than  that  of  fighting  the  home  ques- 
tion. I  understand  there  is  a  certain-  railroad 
company  in  tbe  United  States  tbat  has  a  question 
in  their  application  for  a  position  that  reads  like 
this:  "Are  you  willing  to  have  your  wages  reduced 
providing  the  company  finds  it  necessary  to  do 

Digitized  by  Google 


58 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


bo?"  This  I  think  would  suffice  to  solve  the  prob- 
lem of  filling  the  country  with  railroad  men.  I 
have  seen  several  articles  written  in  regard  to 
sending  delegates  to  the  convention.  The  right 
thing  to  do  is  to  send  the  right  man  whether  he  is 
in  train  service  or  not.  A  man  who  will  go  to  rep- 
resent his  Division  in  a  proper  and  business-like 
manner  and  work  for  the  good  of  the  Order  to  the 
best  of  his  ability  instead  of  going  just  to  have  a 
good  time  and  painting  the  town  with  coffin  var- 
nish. Brother  Marat.  I  have  Just  read  your  letter 
in  the  December  Conductor,  and  will  say  it  is  all 
wool  and  a  yard  wide.  Doc  Livingston. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Appended  find  statement  of  receipts  received  at 
the  Home  from  all  sources  during  the  month  of 
December.  1900: 


o.  r.  c.  DIVISIONS. 


NO.  AMT. 

161  :.M2  00 

192   12  00 


AMT. 

 no  oo 

 so  oo  m. 

  25  00  207. 

  12  00  287. 

  12  00   

Total  JOSl  00 

I«  A.  TO  O.  S.  C.  DIVISIONS. 


NO.  AMT.  NO. 

51  $  9  50  122.. 

  10  00  133.. 

  10  00  134.. 

  500 

Total  


.$49  50 


SUMMARY. 


.  R.  T.  Total. 


  ^   70  02 

J.  L.  E.  Total   63  75 

B.  L.  F.  Total  13  50 

L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T  Total   5  00 

G.  I.  A  to  B.  L.  B.  Total   33  00 

Personal:  W.  G.  Edens   1  00 

Sale  of  Veal  Calf   7  02 


Grand  total  $393  79 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C,  No.  25.  large  basket  canned 
goods:  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  Cm  No.  96.  IS  plated  table 
spoons,  marked  for  96:  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C,  No.  122. 1 
box  canned  goods:  L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T..  No.  32  and  No. 
172. 1  elegant  comforter  each:  L.  A.  to  B.  L.  P.: 
No.  25. 1  box  groceries:  No.  66. 1  box  canned  goods. 
O.  R.  C„  No.  95.  50  chickens:  by  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 
conductors,  1  bbl.  apples.  1  box  oranges,  a  flour 
sack  mixed  nuts  and  3  fat  turkeys:  unknown.  4 
cases  canned  goods:  P.  H.  Morrissey.  3  boxes 
cigars;  L.  O.  Van  Ripper.  1  pkg.  books.  October 
6th  we  received  a  beautiful  quilt  from  the  ladies  of 
No.  91.  G.  I.  A.,  which  was  overlooked  in  my  last 

Mas.  T.  B.  Watson. 
S.  and  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 

Highland  Park.  111. 

<3 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

There  is  hardly  any  use  for  me  to  tell  you  that 
Division  170  held  their  annual  election  on  Sunday. 
December  16.  the  session  lasting  from  10  a.  m.  un- 
til 5:30  p.  m.  Now  Brothers  you  may  think  that  on 
account  of  the  length  of  the  session  we  must  have 
had  some  very  severe  contests,  but  we  did  not: 
everything  passed  of  as  nicely  as  could  possibly 
be  expected.  The  result  of  the  election  was:  H. 


W.  Sparks.  C.  C:  D.  A.  Clapp.  A.  C.  C:  T.  C.  Wal- 
lace. S.  and  T.:  C.  P.  McClure.  S.  C:  B.  B.  Shaw. 
J.C.:JohnBarrigle.  X.  S.:  P.  Slacuni.  O.  S.:  Jos. 
Dowell.  Thos.  Mason  and  J.  S.  Kelley.  Trustees: 
W.  J.  Brennan.  Member  of  Legislative  Board:  L. 
E.  Sheppard.  Delegate:  J.  S.  Kelley.  Alternate:  C. 
E.  Prevost.  Asst.  to  Secretary. 

After  the  election  of  officers  we  retired  to  the 
city  hotel  where  dinner  was  served  in  grand  style. 
The  manager  of  the  hotel  thought  he  had  sufficient 
waiters  employed  to  wait  upon  150  ordinary  peo- 
ple, but  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  he  did 
not  know  the  eating  capacity  and  velocity  of  a  con- 
ductor, for  we  had  to  put  Kelley  No.  2  (white). 
Mason,  with  his  bones.  Williams,  the  six  footer,  as 
thinks  he  is  (although  his  actual  height  is  only  5 
ft..  4  ip.)  and  Brother  Dowel,  the  watch  dog  of  our 
Division,  who  is  ever  faithful  to  the  wants  of  the 
members  and  the  interests  of  the  Order,  on  to  as- 
sist. Brother  Slacum's  continual  cry  was:  "The 
turkey  this  way  please."  Brother  Prevost's  capac- 
ity for  fried  oysters  and  hot  coffee  should  never  be 
questioned.  Brother  Dugan  placed  himself  at  a 
remote  part  of  the  table,  so  that  his  tastes  for  the 
different  meats,  vegetables  and  wine  would  not  be 
passed  upon,  but  I  noticed  that  his  plate  was  emp- 
ty, yea  not  only  empty  but  as  clean  as  though  he 
had  not  eaten  any  dinner,  but  Brothers  you  know 
his  capacity,  therefore  I  will  let  you  judge. 
Brothers  Sheppard.  Brennen  and  Alexander  were 
on  their  good  behavior  as  they  were  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  the  assistant  trainmaster.  W.  X. 
Garrison,  of  the  W.  J.  &  S.  R.  R.,  who  very  kindly 
graced  us  with  his  presence.  Brother  Clapp  came 
in  when  the  dinner  was  about  half  over,  but  oh. 
my.  the  best  and  most  laughable  feature  was  to 
see  Kelley  No.  1  (colored)  waiting  on  Kelley  No.  2 
(white),  although  No.  1  says  he  is  no  hog. 

After  dinner  we  returned  to  the  Division  rooms 
where  the  newly  elected  officers  were  installed  by 
C.  C  J.  B.  Dougherty  of  Division  162.  assisted  by 
Brother  Robert  Tideman  of  Division  5.  of  Balti- 
more, after  which,  the  good  of  the  Order  was  taken 
up  and  the  remarks  from  some  of  the  Brothers 
would  do  credit  to  the  best  orators  of  the  day. 
Some  very  interesting  talks  were  indulged  in  by 
Brothers  Bender.  Wisham,  Asbbridge  and  Lock- 
erton  of  204.  Brothers  Dougherty.  Stack  house  and 
Sailor  of  162:  Brothers  Tideman.  and  Zimmerman 
of  5:  Brother  Canady  of  378:  Brothers  Zerby  and 
Law  of  153  and  past  C.  C.  Alexander  with  Brothers 
Clapp.  Sheppard.  Brennen.  McClure.  Robinson, 
Dowell  and  Dugan  of  170.  Brother  Dugan's  talk 
on  the  attendance  of  Brothers  to  their  meetings 
made  an  everlasting  impression  upon  those  who 
heard  him,  after  which  we  again  repaired  to  the 
city  hotel  and  sent  our  visiting  Brothers  home  in 
good  condition.  Brothers,  Division  170  has  filled 
her  chairs  with  as  fine  a  set  of  officers  as  ever 
graced  the  Division,  but  we  must  not  think  that  our 
work  is  finished  when  we  properly  protect  our  Di- 
vision by  good  officers,  for  it  has  only  began.  We 
should  encourage  them  with  our  presence  at  all 
meetings  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  attend  and  by 
so  doing  we  help  to  promote  the  interests  for 
which  our  association  was  organized.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  every  Brother  has  beard  that  familiar 
remark,  "everything  is  going  along  all  right,  no 
use  of  my  going  up  there."  or  the  other  remark. 
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"Brother  so  and  bo  has  all  to  aay  and  is  running 
the  Division."  or  as  yon  are  passing  a  switch 
shanty  where  two  or  three  Brothers  are  talking 
about  their  grievances,  which  they  have.  The 
switch  shanty  or  corners  and  other  places  outside 
of  the  Division  room  is  no  place  for  such  talk.  Go 
to  your  Division  rooms  and  assist  in  the  transac- 
tion of  business.  Lay  your  grievances,  if  yon  have 
any.  before  your  Brothers  as  it  is  only  in  the  Di- 
vision rooms  you  will  find  the  faithful  Brothers. 
After  the  door  is  closed  behind  yon.  let  it  be  closed 
upon  all  that  has  transpired  within  its  portals  and 
think  only  of  what  good  you  can  do  in  assisting 
your  Brothers.  J.  A.  C. 

Camden.  N.J. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Again  have  I  gone  through  my  Conductor  with 
the  usual  interest.  I  read  and  re-read  many  of 
the  editorials,  and  letters  from  the  good  Brothers, 
who  seem  to  bold  the  welfare  of  our  Order  upper- 
most. This  letter  is  a  case  of  the  "cat  coming 
back  the  very  next  year,  as  your  humble  servant 
has  again  been  chosen  to  inform  you  as  to  how. 
which  and  what  in  this  neck  of  the  woods,  and 
without  running  independent,  as  that  don't  win  in 
this  section:  it  has  been  tried.  Our  election  is 
over,  and  we  have  chosen  a  good  force,  as  some  of 
them  have  been  tried  and  found  not  wanting. 
Brother  Sam  Miller.  C.  C:  Brother  O.  Q.  Johnson. 
A  C.  C:  Brother  Wm.  Gramm.  S.  C:  Brother  Geo. 
Mickey.  J.  C.  and  old  reliable  S.  and  T..  without 
apposition:  Brother  Bastright.  Delegate,  who  I 
shall  describe  as  being  a  man  of  many  good  quali- 
ties, not  as  tall  as  some  men.  his  place  in  the  Divi- 
sion is  well  filled.  Our  permanent  member  is  too 
well  known  to  require  introduction.  If  living  and 
well  both  will  be  on  deck  at  the  convention.  We 
are  still  taking  in  a  few  members,  as  they  become 
eligible  by  promotion.  Business  is  quite  brisk 
and  promotions  are  becoming  very  freqnent  on 
the  P.  R.  R.  in  all  departments.  The  stove  com- 
mittee was  kept  quite  busy  almost  all  year  mak- 
ing promotions,  but  they  will  shortly  be  relieved, 
as  promotions  are  now  being  a  reality.  The  city 
papers  received  .quite  a  lot  of  their  railroad  infor- 
mation from  the  stove  committee,  consequently 
for  some  time  many  men  seemed  to  be  on  the 
anxious  bench  on  account  of  what  they  saw  in  the 
papers,  but  the  majority  of  us  don't  believe  all  we 
see  in  the  papers.  The  lives  of  men  are  generally 
what  they  make  them.  A  man  can  make  life 
happy  or  he  can  make  it  miserable,  by  always 
finding  fault  with  his  employer  and  those  around 
him.  and  by  always  looking  upon  the  dark  side  of 
everything  and  upon  all  superiors  as  tyrants  and 
men  not  to  be  trusted.  But  when  we  can  elect 
some  of  our  members  to  high  political  positions  by 
simply  naming  them,  without  form  or  organization, 
then  will  life  be  a  pleasure— that  is.  if  men  are 
good  enough  to  vote  for  them.  We  must  try  to 
convince  the  voters  of  the  nation  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  vote  for  the  labor  candidate.  Perfect 
form  and  organization  has  a  stimulating  effect  and 
leads  to  victory  in  everything.  1  just  wish  to  state 
that  the  suggestions  of  Division  143.  concerning 
our  insurance  are.  let  well  enough  alone  and  do  no 
dividing  up.  but  keep  piling  up  that  reserve  fund, 
as  we  want  and  must  have  a  good  substantial 


backing.  A  few  years  hence  will  testify  to  the 
wisdom  in  instituting  a  reserve  fund. 

One  of  the  Brothers  speaks  of  the  lack  of  interest 
of  many  Brothers,  who  scarcely  ever  read  thier 
Conductor.  I  suppose  this  is  a  fact  all  over  the 
country,  as  I  am  confident  that  one-fourth  of  our 
membership  don't  know  that  we  have  a  corre- 
spondent. Brother  L.  Clay,  who  was  injured  in 
the  A 1  toon  a  yard  several  months  ago.  is  getting 
along  splendidly.  He  takes  his  daily  walk  to  ex- 
ercise his  limb  and  get  it  accustomed  to  work 
again.  Brother  Clay  speaks  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  Altoona  hospital,  and  says  Brothers  who 
are  injured  within  reach  of  the  Altoona  hospital 
should  insist  upon  being  taken  there,  as  the  place, 
and  treatment  is  more  and  better  than  anticipated 
by  anyone.  The  officers  and  staff  are  men  of 
ability,  and  so  courteous  and  kind  that  he  would 
be  a  very  ungrateful  man  to  not  appreciate  the 
kind  and  good  treatment  received  there.  We  are 
now  so  busy  on  the  road  that  I  must  do  my  writing 
while  running  along  on  the  road.  In  order  to 
show  you  that  we  are  doing  business.  I  will  just 
give  you  the  number  of  trains  passing  over  our 
division  for  six  days:  On  December  17,  152  trains: 
on  Dec.  18. 153  trains:  on  Dec.  19, 167  trains:  on  Dec. 
20, 156  trains:  on  Dec.  21.  144  trains:  on  Dec.  22.  146 
trains:  total  for  the  week.  918  trains.  I  have  no 
way  of  finding  out,  but  no  doubt  the  movement 
over  the  Phi  la.  division  would  reach  at  least  two 
hundred  per  day.  and  perhaps  more.  We  live  on  the 
road,  but  an  air  of  satisfaction  can  be  seen  around 
the  pay-car.  I  will  now  go  on  the  siding,  with 
best  wishes  to  Brother  "Marat,"  who  will  bear 
from  me  in  a  short  time,  also  a  happy  New  Year 
to  all  Brothers  of  the  Order.  Mox. 

Harrisburg.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

This  is  my  first  trip  and  if  I  don't  see  Thb  Con- 
ductor coming  over  the  top  I  will  think  I  have 
picked  up  the  right  car.  Our  correspondent  for 
1900  must  have  been  laid  out:  I  can't  find  where 
he  has  registered.  Brother  V.  D.  Singer  a  few 
days  ago  came  in  with  a  fractured  nose.  A  light 
application  of  air  caused  the  injury.  Brother  A. 
C.  Abbott,  somewhat  under  the  weather  is  out  for 
the  postoffice  at  Huntington..  Success  to  him. 
On  December  16.  Division  120  held  their  annual 
election  with  thta  following  result:  A.  B.  Spatch. 
C.  C:  W.  C.  Roll.  A.  C.  C:  J.  J.  Heavey.  S.  and  T.: 
A.  C.  Abbott.  S.  C:  F.  McArthur.  J.  C:  C.  E.  Pay- 
ton.  I.  S.;  Wm.  Kacy.  O.  S.;  W.  T.  Drake.  Ed  Con- 
artv  and  J.  Hamilton.  Finance  Committee;  J.  J. 
Heavey.  Delegate:  W.  C.  Roll.  Alternate:  J.  J. 
Heavey.  Cipher  Correspondent:  W.  H.  Kerr.  Leg- 
islative Committee:  G.  B.  M.  Sewell.  Correspon- 
dent. The  Correspondent's  salary  is  not  so  large 
that  it  would  make  him  hump  shouldered  to  carry 
it.  A  genial  lot  of  good  Brothers  were  at  the  elec- 
tion. Our  Chief  Conductor  is  on  hands  in  every- 
thing, and  is  always  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place,  because  he  is  so  entertaining— especially 
among  the  ladies.  Brother  J.  J.  Heavey.  the  noble 
financier  of  our  Division,  is  not  to  be  overlooked 
by  any  means:  he  is  a  financier  right.  He  is  ready 
at  all  times  to  tell  you  how  much  money  is  on  hand 
and  he  has  the  welfare  of  the  members  at  heart. 
Our  other  officers  are  gentlemen  of  first  quality 


60 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


bat  space  forbids  comment  on  each  and  every  one. 
Brothers,  if  yon  do  not  attend  more  regularly,  yon 
will  run  against  a  snag  if  you  ever  come  with  a 
grievance.  "Don't  come  for  a  long  time  and  then 
come  with  an  ax  to  grind"  is  the  policy  of  some. 
The  most  of  this  non-attendance  is  dne  to  neg- 
ligence. 

We  are  now  entering  upon  a  new  year,  not  know- 
ing what  trials  are  awaiting  us,  but  believing  that 
there  is  some  joy  for  us,  for  the  sky  is  not  always 
always  clouded.  Our  lives  during  the  coming 
year  will  be  checkered  with  sunshine  and  shad- 
ows, but  as  we  open  the  pages  of  1901,  may 
each  one  of  us  take  a  retrospect  of  the  year 
past.  The  old  year  is  gone  with  its  joys,  gladness, 
sorrow  and  heartaches.  Let  it  go  Its  failures 
can  only  be  redeemed  by  a  better  use  of  time  and 
talent  during  the  coming  twelve  months  than  was 
given  the  past.  Let  each  day  be  jewelled  by  some 
kind  word  or  act.  and  let  us  resolve  that  we  will  at 
all  times  remember  the  solemn  obligations  we  as- 
sumed toward  each  other.       G.  B.  M.  Sewell. 

Huntington.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

While  it  is  hardly  likely  that  the  Wilkes-Barre 
circular  will  excite  anything  but  ridicule,  yet  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  briefly  consider  it.  It  seeks 
to  reduce  the  salaries  of  all  Grand  Officers  and  to 
see  that  none  but  members  of  the  Order  be  em 
ployed  at  the  Grand  Office.  Why  should  we  reduce 
salaries?  Is  the  tax  on  the  individual  member 
more  than  he  can  bear?  How  much  are  our  Grand 
Dues,  from  which  salaries  and  all  other  expenses 
are  paid?  Just  $1.00  per  year.  Does  any  Brother 
complain  of  having  to  pay  a  dollar  each  year  for 
Grand  Dues  to  maintain  our  General  Fund?  Are 
not  our  Grand  Officers  constantly  working  with 
our  committees,  striving  to  prevent  cuts  in  our 
wages  and  to  have  them  increased?  And  would 
we  be  consistent  to  expect  our  representatives  to 
work  for  low  salaries?  I  think  not.  If  our  Grand 
Officers  are  good  men  they  are  now  receiving 
small  compensation  for  their  work.  If  they  are 
not  good  men  or  are  incompetent  you  may  rest  as- 
sured that  the  Grand  Division  will  promptly  fill 
their  places.  An  officer  of  ability  and  good  judg- 
ment can  save  us  many  times  the  amount  of  bis 
salary  as  compared  with  an  incompetent  man  of 
poor  judgment:  to  say  nothing  of  the  effect  upon 
or  the  prestige  of  the  Order.  When  a  Division  of 
the  Order  gets  to  the  point  that  it  considers  the 
opinion  of  its  members  more  valuable  than  the 
wisdom  of  the  Grand  Division  it  is  in  a  bad  way 
and  is  likely  to  suffer  from  acute  lonesomeness. 

Now  as  to  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Grand  Of- 
fice who  are  not  members  of  the  Order.  The  in- 
ference to  be  drawn  from  the  circular  of  Division 
160  is  that  no  effort  has  been  made  to  give  prefer- 
ence to  members  of  the  Order  in  employment  in 
our  general  office,  I  have  some  knowledge  of  the 
facts  and  have  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire  for 
more  (which  trouble  I  am  sure  Division  160  did  not 
take).  The  facts  are  that  nearly  all  the  employes 
in  the  offices  are  either  members  of  the  Order  or 
members  of  the  families  of  members  of  the  Order. 
It  is  apparent  that  preference  has  been  given  to 
members  and  their  families  in  all  the  changes 
which  have  been  made  in  the  last  ten  years.  Is 


there  any  room  for  criticism  of  the  disposition  or 
of  the  conditions  when  we  stop  to  think  that  those 
who  are  held  responsible  for  the  results  are  en- 
titled to  some  say  as  to  who  shall  be  their  assist- 
ants? Can  we  expect  proper  discipline  or  the  best 
service  if  the  employes  are  permitted  to  feel  that 
the  heads  of  the  departments  have  not  full  author- 
ity over  them? 

It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  membership 
in  this  section  of  the  country,  that  the  circular  is» 
calamity  howl  and  that  the  calamity  exists  not. 

McComb,'  Miss.  Good  Wages. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  206  held  their  annual  election  of  officers 
today  and  this  meeting  was  one  of  the  best,  if  not 
the  best,  ever  held  by  this  Division.  Although  the 
correspondent  was  roasted  because  he  had  failed 
to  do  his  duty,  he  could  make  an  explanation,  but 
life  is  too  short,  therefore  he  will  drop  the  ques- 
tion. By  request  Brother  Wm.  Kilpatrick.  Chief 
Conductor  of  Division  1,  presided,  and  after  the 
unfinished  business  the  special  order  of  the  meet- 
ing was  the  election  of  officers.  We  noticed  be- 
fore the  election  that  boxes  of  cigars  and  other 
luxuries  were  passed  around  by  Brothers  Kopp 
and  Commodore  Sheehan,  and  we  also  noticed  that 
one  of  the  Brothers  above  mentioned  was  a  candi- 
date for  several  offices  and  was  looking  for  the 
silent  vote.  Before  the  nomination  the  Outside 
Sentinel  reported  that  there  was  a  gang  of  section 
men  in  the  ante-room  with  a  hand  car  filled  with 
flowers.  They  were  admitted  (the  flowers)  with 
the  following  explanation: 
To  the  officers  and  members  of  Division  206: 

Please  accept  these  flowers.  We  wish  you  all  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year. 

Signed.      Carnation  Division  108.  L.  A 

O.  what  a  happy  surprise!  Brother  Hobbs  was  on 
his  feet  in  a  moment  and  moved  that  the  board  of 
trustees  be  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  resolu- 
tions of  thanks  to  the  ladies,  which  was  adopted. 
The  Chief  Conductor  then  announced  that  nomi- 
nations for  Chief  Conductor  were  in  order.  Brother 
Schmitt  nominated  the  old  war  horse.  Brother  Geo. 
H.  Knox,  and  he  was  duly  elected.  Brother  Reiley 
nominated  Brother  Keemer  for  A.  C.  C,  who  was 
elected  without  opposition.  The  other  officers 
were  duly  elected.  When  it  came  to  the  election 
of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  cigars  were  again 
passed  around  to  the  silent  voters  and  the  tellers 
announced  that  W.  P.  Sheehan  was  duly  elected. 
Will  you  accept.  Brother  Sheehan?  was  asked  by 
the  Chief  Conductor,  and  the  Commodore  replied 
that  he  did  not  want  the  office,  but  that  it  was 
forced  upon  him.  and  for  the  good  of  the  Division 
he  would  accept.  The  Chief  then  announced  that 
nominations  for  delegate  to  the  Grand  Division 
were  in  order.  Again  cigars  were  passed  to  the 
silent  voters,  and  Brother  W.  P.  Sheehan  was  duly 
elected.  Again  be  was  asked  if  he  wonld  accept 
and  he  explained  that  although  he  had  never  repre- 
sented Division  206  he  would  rather  Bee  some  other 
Brother  have  the  honor,  but  as  it  was  the  wish  of 
the  Division  he  would  accept. 

A  committee  consisting  of  Brothers  Knox  and 
Schmitt  were  then  appointed  to  inform  the  ladies 
that  they  were  invited  to  witness  the  installation 
of  officers,  and  after  a  short  delay  L.  A.  Division 
108  arrived,  beaded  by  their  worthy  President.  Mrs. 
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as  objects  of  pity,  for  they  fail  to  tinder- 
stand  that  they  stand  in  their  own  light 
and  constitute  the  very  obstacles  that 
clog  the  machinery  which  they  complain 
does  not  produce  resnlts  to  their  advan- 
tage. 

The  directory  in  this  number  contains 
the  reports  of  elections  of  officers  up  to 
the  time  ofgoing  to  press.  We  wish  our 
Division  officers  will  carefully  check  their 
addresses,  etc.,  and  promptly  advise  any 
corrections  in  same. 

Among  the  official  changes,  effective  on 
the  first  day  of  the  new  century  and  an- 
nounced by  an  official  circular  of  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Railway,  is  the  pro- 
motion of  Brother  E.  Forrest  MacVeigh, 
of  Division  263,  to  the  position  of  train- 
master of  that  line  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

4 

A  number  of  communications,  both 
Ladies  and  Fraternal,  have  necessarily 
been  held  over  until  February,  by  reason 
of  having  been  received  too  late.  We 
trust  our  correspondents  will  appreciate 
our  desire  to  reproduce  their  letters,  but 
at  the  same  time  understand  that  our 
going  to  press  on  time  is  of  no  less  import- 
ance than  the  observance  of  a  time  sched- 
ule by  a  railroad. 

"Twentieth  Century"  Division  309  was 
organized  at  St.  Elmo,  111.,  on  Sunday, 
January  6,  by  Assistant  Grand  Chief  Con- 
ductor Garretson.  Brother  H.  S.  Badgett 
will  be  the  first  to  preside  over  its  delib- 
erations, while  Brother  W.  B.  Henderson 
will  have  charge  of  the  records.  Their 
time  and  place  of  meeting  appear  else- 
where in  the  directory  ot  this  number. 
The  A.  G.  C.  C.  credits  Division  327  with 
able  representation  and  assistance. 

On  January  2,  at  their  regular  meeting, 
Division  84,  of  Perry,  Iowa,  had  a  class 
of  six  new  members  for  initiation,  and  in 
the  evening  held  public  installation  of 
officers,  and  a  social  reception,  after 
which  the  banquet  was  taken  care  of  by 
all  the  members  of  the  Division,  accom- 

ganied  by  their  families.  The  Assistant 
rand  Chief,  who  was  present  and  in- 
stalled the  officers,  reports  a  thoroughly 
enjoyable  time,  and  the  Division  pros- 
pects good  for  the  ensuing  year. 

It  is  our  desire  to  add  to  the  attractive- 
ness of  The  Conductor  in  every  way 
possible  for  the  year  1901.  Our  members 
can  very  materially  aid  us  in  this  if  they 
will  send  us  photographs  of  everything 
of  general  interest  to  our  readers.  We 
do  not  care  to  begin  the  reproduction  of 
pictures  of  engines  or  crews  in  ordinary 


working  service,  but  would  greatly  appre- 
ciate any  oddity,  freak  of  nature,  disaster, 
or  point  of  common  interest  to  all  readers. 
We  wish  that  all  members  who  possess 
kodaks  will  kindly  remember  us  with 
pictures  of  this  nature  where  opportunity 
is  afforded  to  secure  them. 

Elk  River  Division  No.  407  was  organ- 
ized at  Cranbrook,  B.  C,  on  Jan.  67  by 
Special  Deputy  Brother  J.  R.  Dalton  of 
Division  255.  The  report  was  received 

S*  ist  too  late  to  get  them  in  the  Directory, 
rother  T.  A.  Corey  was  elected  Chief 
Conductor  and  Brother  J.  R.  McNabb, 
S.  and  T.,  both  of  Cranbrook.  These 
Brothers  are  carrying  the  Order  right 
along  with  the  construction  of  new  rail- 
road. 

The  slow  process  of  rebuilding  is  never 
esteemed  such  a  marvel  as  that  of  sudden 
destruction.  Yet  the  absence  of  Galves- 
ton, from  display  head-lines  in  the  public 
press,  does  not  signify  that  the  people  of 
that  plucky  city  nave  been  idle  since  the 
great  storm.  From  one  thousand  to  fif- 
teen hundred  men  have  been  continuously 
at  work  restoring  the  city  to  its  former 
condition.  Tangible  results  are  now 
manifest. 

From  the  strictly  practical  viewpoint  of 
commerce,  the  present  outlook  is  very 
encouraging.  Wharf  sheds  have  been  al- 
most entirely  reconstructed  and  all  freight 
offered  is  easily  handled.  The  three 
biggestgrain  elevators  (one  with  a  capac- 
ity of  600,000  bushels  and  two  with  capac- 
ity of  1,000,000  bushels  each)  have  been 
repaired  and  are  in  active  operation.  The 
Santa  Fe  bridge  across  the  bay,  also  all 
railroad  approaches  and  yards,  are  again 
in  good  shape— traffic  being  cared  for 
promptly. 

This  is  good  news  to  the  vast  territory 
that  makes  Galveston  its  seaport. 

Division  54  held  their  annual  meeting 
on  Sunday,  December  16,  and  those  who 
were  present  certainly  got  a  "run  for 
their  money. ' '  The  Assistant  Grand  Chief 
Conductor  was  in  that  territory  and  re- 
ports a  thoroughly  enjoyable  session.  As 
an  exhibition  of  what  harmony  in  a  Divi- 
sion can  mean,  this  meeting  certainly 
stands  as  an  object  lesson,  as  with  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  membership  of  the  Divi- 
sion present,  the  entire  official  staff  of 
the  Division  was  elected  without  a  dis- 
senting vote,  all  but  one  being  Brothers 
who  filled  the  positions  during  the  pre- 
ceding year.  After  the  regular  meeting, 
a  banquet  was  spread  in  the  Lexington 
Assembly  Rooms,  with  about  150  covers 
laid,  and  for  a  period  of  three  or  four 
hours  the  inner  man  was  thoroughly  re- 
plenished. The  entertainment  features 
were  superintended  by  Brother  "Bob" 
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McDonald,  and  to  those  who  know  him  it 
is  not  necessary  to  say  that  it  was  prop- 
erly done. 

Division  139  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  adopt- 
ed resolutions  expressing  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  recognition  shown  our  Order 
in  the  appointment  of  Brother  F.  C.  Smith 
of  Division  48  as  Inspector  of  Safety  Ap- 

eliances  under  the  Interstate  Commerce 
ommission.  Handsomely  prepared  copy 
was  sent  us  for  publication  which  is  nec- 
essarily crowded  out  by  the  press  of  other 
matter. 

The  following  statement  of  the  differ- 
ences between  tne  firm  of  Black  &Germer 
of  Erie,  Pa. ,  is  made  by  the  Central  Labor 
Union  of  Erie,  Pa.: 

"During  the  week  of  April  9th,  the  men 
employed  by  the  above  firm,  knowing  that 
they  were  not  as  well  paid  as  men  em- 
ployed in  other  shops  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, presented  the  following  request  to 
the  firm:  'That  they  be  given  an  advance 
of  15  per  cent,  made  necessary  by  in- 
creased cost  of  living;  be  given  free  tools, 
which  the  men,  unlike  those  employed  in 
other  shops,  were  obliged  to  pay  for;  and 
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that  they  be  given  a  price  book— that  is,  a 
schedule  of  prices  paid  on  each  class  of 
work— so  that  the  men  might  know  before 
they  began  a  job  what  they  would  receive 

for  it.' 

"These  reasonable  requests  were  re- 
fused by  the  firm,  the  mpn  were  locked 
out  on  April  14th,  and  four  weeks  later  a 
temporary  injunction  was  secured  re- 
straining the  men  from  even  doing  picket 
duty.  Black  &  Germer  have  refused  to 
negotiate  with  their  former  employes  at 
any  time  since  the  lockout. 

"Recently,  to  show  that  they  were  in- 
clined to  be  fair  in  the  matter,  a  com- 
mittee of  men  waited  upon  Messrs.  Black 
&  Germer  and  made  them  the  following 
proposition:  'They  agreed  that  the  firm 
should  select  any  stove  manufactured  in 
the  district,  and  the  price  of  each  part  be 
compared,  piece  by  piece,  with  that  paid 
by  Black  &  Germer.  If  the  men  asked 
more  for  any  piece  of  work  than  the  price 
paid  by  the  firm  manufacturing  the  stove 
upon  which  the  test  was  made,  they  would 
reduce  their  price;  if  Black  &  Germer  paid 
less,  the  price  was  to  be  increased.  This 
proposition  the  firm  absolutely  refused  to 
consider,  showing  that  they  did  not  wish 
to  be  fair  with  their  men.'  r' 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  is  not  correct,  detach  this 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us: 


Change  Ordered  by   __ 

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS. 

Name  -  Division  No  

Box  or  Street  and  No  

Postofflcc—-  State  

OLD  ADDRESS 

Postoflice   State  


t&?"\it  Sure  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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ORDER  OP  RAILWAY  CONDUCTORS  OP  AMERICA. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPART- 

MENT. 


Assessment  No.  376  for  Jhe  death  of  P.  W.  Daly,  December  24. 1900,  was  issued  January  1,  190!. 
Time  for  payment  expires  February  28,  1901. 

BENEFITS  PAID  FROM  NOVEMBER  21,  1900,  TO  DEC.  20,  1900,  INCLUSIVE. 


2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
2013 
2014 
2015 
2016 
2017 
2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 
2023 
2024 
2025 
2026 
2027 


NAME. 


Isaac  Bender 
Thos.  Riches  on 
W.  A.  Ensign 

C.  C.  Vinson 

E.  C.  Caskey 
N.  E.  English 

D.  C.  Morthland 
N.  L.  Augstadt 
John  Rose 

B.  E.  Prickett 
A.  Deque 

I.  M.  Davis 
J.  G.  Chase 
Tom  Mclnerny 
J.  Y.  Frazer 
W.  H.  Edwards 
G.  J.  Johnson 

C.  L.  Roslin 

F.  O.  Roberts 
L.  A.  Rush 
P.  C.  Casey 
J.  R.  Black 


CAUSE. 

Div. 

Cert  No. 

Series. 

FOR 

R.  R.  Accident 

143 

1359 

A 

Death 

Opium  Poisoning 

227 

3522 

A 

Death 

Loss  of  Foot . 

85 

351 

C 

Dis. 

R.  R.  Accident 

76 

1478 

C 

Death 

Pol.  Tuberculosis 

223 

3 

B 

Death 

Blood  Poisoning 

76 

4523 

A 

Death 

Malarial  Fever 

175 

436 

B 

Death 

R.  R.  Accident 

229 

3692 

A 

Death 

Abs's  of  Liver 

27 

5157 

B 

Death 

Loss  of  Leg 

262 

1969 

C 

Dis. 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

225 

943 

A 

Death 

Heart  Failure 

155 

5506 

A 

Death 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

227 

4798 

A 

Death 

Accident 

35 

4833 

B 

Death 

Loss  of  Leg 

386 

3173 

B 

Dis. 

Loss  of  Leg 

55 

68 

D 

Dis. 

Carc'no.  Om'n. 

40 

2513 

C 

Death 

Asthma 

1 

1540 

C 

Death 

Loss  of  Hand 

175 

391 

D 

Dis. 

Typhoid  Fever 

201 

2222 

B 

Death 

Loss  of  Foot 

395 

4137 

A 

Dis. 

Loss  of  Hand 

30 

1001 

C 

Dis. 

AMT. 


$1,000 
1,000 
3,000 
3,000 
2,000 
1,000 
2,000 
1,000 
2,000 
3,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
2,000 
2,000 
4,000 
3,000 
3,000 
4,000 
2,000 
1,000 
3.000 


NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  ASSESSED. 

Series  A,  7,645;  Series  B,  6,726;  Series  C,  5,464;  Series  D,  508;  Series  E,  72.  Amount 
of  Assessment  No.  376,  $39,881. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Received  on  Mortuary  Assessment  to  Nov.  30, 1900    $4,423,302.15 

Received  on  Reserve  Fund  Assessment  to  Nov.  30, 1900    75,912.55 

Received  on  Expense  Assessment  to  Nov.  30,  1900  __  _   80,620.80 

Received  on  Applications,  etc.,  to  Nov.  30,  1900     65,453.27 

$4,645,288.77 

Total  Amount  of  benefits  paid  to  Nov.  30, 1900  $4,370,467.00 

Total  Amount  of  expenses  paid  to  Nov.  30, 1900  _    135,934.33 

Cash  on  hand  Nov.  30,  1900,  Mortuary  Fund...     52,835.15 

Cash  on  hand  Nov.  30, 1900,  Reserve  Fund     75,912.55 

Cash  on  hand  Nov.  30, 1900,  Expense  Fund    _._   10,139.74 


EXPENSES  PAID  DURING  NOVEMBER. 


$4,645,288.77 


Fees  returned,  $2.00;  Sundry  expense,  $6.46;  Postage,  $232.00;  Stationery  and  print- 
ing, $348.80;  Salary,  $467.50.  W.  J.  MAXWELL,  Secretary. 
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Bbalb— Son  of  Brother  C.  H.  Beale.  Division  96.  Montgomery.  Ala. 
Berbsford— Wife  of  Brother  Phil  Beresford.  Division  359.  E.  Albany.  E9.  Y 
BovEE-Brother  W.  H.  Bovee.  Division  356.  Great  Falls.  Mont. 
Brown— Brother  A.  J.  Brown.  Division  251.  Pine  Bluff.  Ark. 
BROWN-Brother  J.  A.  Brown.  Division  200.  Bradford.  Pa. 

Carter— Brother  William  F.  Carter.  Division  52.  Port  Jervis.  N.  Y. 
Charlton— Brother  T.  H,  Charlton.  Division  1.  Chicago.  111. 
Carson— Mother  of  Brotner  J.  A.  Carson.  Division  45.  Oneonta,  N.  Y. 
Conlin— Brother  J.  C.  Conlin.  Division  240.  Marquette,  Mich. 
Cough  no  R-Brother  C.  E.  Coughnor.  Division  309.  Scottdale.  Pa. 
Crouch— Brother  Thomas  Cronch.  Division  38.  Des  Moines.  Ia. 

Daly—  Brother  P.  W.  Daly,  Division  196.  Springfield.  Mass. 
Decker— Brother  William  Decker.  Division  102.  Grand  Rapids.  Mich. 
DoDSON-Brotber  W.  C.  Dodson.  Division  221.  Spencer.  N.  C. 

Gump— Brother  W.  J.  Gump.  Division  69,  El  Paso.  Texas. 

HALL-Brother  W.  C.  Hall.  Division  79.  Peoria.  111. 
Hart— Brother  Byron  Hart.  Division  155.  Syracuse.  N.  Y. 
Heetbr— Brother  J.  H.  Heeter.  Division  172.  Altoona.  Pa. 

LATHAM-Mother  of  Brother  T.  M.  Latham.  Division  57.  Ft.  Worth.  Teaas. 
LEWis-Brother  H.  S.  Lewis.  Division  9.  Elmira.  N.  Y. 
Lint— Brother  George  Lint.  Division  66.  Portland.  Me. 

McDermott— Brother  James  McDermott.  Division  65.  Pittston.  Pa. 
McNally— Brother  F.  B.  McNally.  Division  266.  Big  Springs.  Texas. 
Miles— Brother  F.  C.  Miles.  Division  51.  Tyrone.  Pa. 
Miller— Brother  John  H.  Miller.  Division  247.  Trinidad.  Colo. 
Murray— Brother  G.  B.  Murray.  Division  285,  Spokane.  Wash. 

PuGH-Brother  Charles  E.  Pugh.  Division  184.  Clifton  Forge.  Va. 

Queen— Brother  L.  H.  Queen.  Division.  401.  Lehighton.  Pa. 

Ramsey— Daughter  of  Brother  W.  H.  Ramsey.  Division  151.  Monett.  Mo. 

Sterling— Brother  J.  A.  Sterling.  Division  55.  Kansas  City.  Mo. 

Todd— Brother  B.  B.  Todd.  Division  79,  Peoria.  111. 
Turner— Brother  R.  F.  Turner.  Division  295.  Lorain.  Ohio. 

Utterback— Brother  J.  D.  Utterback,  Division  89,  Louisville,  Ry. 

WlLEY-Brother  J.  A.  Wiley.  Division  90.  Waseca.  Minn. 
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Air  Brakes 

Endorsed  by  all  leading 
railway  authorities 


The 

Westinghouse  Air  Brake  Co. 

PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


Over  1,250,000  in  use 
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A  CLG5E  ACTING  POOTTe 


BY  W.  D.  ANDERSON. 


The  summer  of  '99  was  a  propitious 
season  for  the  S.  G.  &  W.  Railroad,  and 
its  directors  evidently  felt  that  it  afforded 
them  just  the  opportunity  they  had  been 
wishing  for  to  add  such  improvements  as 
the  line  needed.  A  number  of  new  en- 
gines, both  freight  and  passenger,  had 
been  added  to  its  equipment;  grades  were 
cut  down;  old  ties  taken  out  and  new 
ones  from  the  forests  of  West  Virginia, 
which  had  been  put  through  a  preserving 
process,  were  substituted;  new,  eighty- 
pound  steel  rails  were  laid  in  the  place  of 
those  now  considered  too  light  to  stand 
the  traffic  the  company  was  looking  for- 
ward to  receiving,  and,  to  complete  the 
whole,  new  telegraph  offices  had  been 
opened  up,  one  of  which  was  at  Daws, 
where  a  gravel  pit  bad  been  opened  that 
an  inexhaustable  supply  of  the 
gravel  that  could  be  found  for  the 
of  ballasting  track. 
1  had  served  as  messenger  and  office 
boy  at  Springville  Junction  for  five  years 
In  the  hope  of  some  day  becoming  one 
of  that  admired  profession,  a  telegraph 
operator.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  after 
the  lapse  of  so  long  a  time,  with  no  im- 
mediate prospects  of  promotion,  the  rou- 
tine of  work  often  grew  monotonous,  and 
it  not  been  for  the  strange  attraction 
wields  its  influence  over  men  once 
engaged  in  this  line  of  work  I  fear  that  I 
would  have  "thrown  up  the  job,"  as  the 
boys  used  10  say,  disgusted  with  the 
dusting  and  scrubbing  and  cleaning  of 
try  jars,  to  say  nothing  of  the  boot- 
trips  into  the  surrounding  country 


trying  to  find  persons  to  whom  messages 
were  addressed.  At  last  it  came.  It  was 
but  a  line  directing  me  to  go  to  Daws 
and  assume  the  duties  of  night  operator, 
where  an  office  had  been  opened,  and  to 
report  on  duty  at  7  p.  m. 

It  was  a  cheerless  place  to  say  the  most 
of  it,  the  only  house,  a  farm  house,  situ- 
ated well  up  on  the  hill- side  and  quite 
half  a  mile  distant,  was  the  only  sign  of 
habitation.  It  was  here  I  made  my  way 
and  made  arrangements  for  such  '  "prov- 
ender" as  would  sustain  life  while  I  re- 
mained one  of  the  population  of  seven  of 
that  community,  six  of  which  were  the 
immediate  members  of  the  family  of 
David  Green,  where  I  secured  "board." 
The  place  was  not  an  inviting  one  by  any 
means,  and  had  there  been  any  choice 
between  it  and  some  other  whose  sur- 
roundings were  at  least  homelike,  I 
should  never  have  made  David  Green's 
my  stopping  place. 

As  I  approached  the  house  I  was  met  at 
the  door  by  mine  host  himself,  who  in- 
quired rather  gruffly  what  I  wanted.  I 
informed  him  that  I  was  the  new  opera- 
tor and  desired  a  place  to  get  meals  and 
to  sleep  during  the  day.  After  a  short 
conversation  with  a  frowsy-headed  woman 
whom  I  assumed  was  his  better  half  in 
all  that  the  name  implies,  he  said: 

"What  are  ye  willin'  to  pay?" 

I  hesitated  before  answering.  It  was  a 
question  that  had  not  entered  my  head 
before,  and  had  I  been  left  to  settle  the 
matter  without  having  personal  interest 
at  stake  I  fear  that  David  Green  could 
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not  have  hoed  the  beans  which  later  con- 
stituted the  chief  article  of  diet,  for  what 
I  8hou%  have  decided  upon. 

"Weir,*  I  don't  really  know.  I  never 
paid  board  before,"  I  said,  making  a 
mental  calculation  of  the  amount  I  should 
have  left  when  I  had  paid  my  board  from 
my  munificent  salary  of  forty  dollars  a 
month. 

"How  does  four  dollars  a  week  strike 
ye?"  he  asked. 

I  was  about  to  plead  my  inability  to 
pay  so  much  when  I  caught  sight  of  one 
of  the  family,  a  girl  apparently  sixteen 
years  of  age,  whose  face  appealed  to  me 
as  the  prettiest  I  had  ever  seen.  She 
bore  no  resemblance  to  the  man  or 
woman  whatever,  and  even  the  air  seemed 
to  take  on  a  different  degree  of  freshness 
when  she  appeared. 

"Ain't  that  too  much,  paw?"  she  asked, 
seemingly  having  read  my  thoughts  in 
this  connection  and  exhibiting  an  appar- 
ent desire  to  see  a  bargain  made  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  me. 

"You  shet  up!  Go  tend  your  work  an' 
when  I  want  ye  I'll  tell  ye,"  said  he, 
probably  realizing  that  he  had  a  monopo- 
ly on  boarding  houses  in  that  section. 
"That  gal  is  alius  stickin  her  nose  in 
when  she's  not  wanted,  'specially  in  busi- 
ness that  don't  concern  her.  Some  of 
these  days  I'll  wallop  the  life  out  of  her." 

I  checked  the  retort  that  he  would  not 
do  it  while  I  was  near,  but  determined 
that  I  would  be  near  her  on  all  possible 
occasions,  and  if  David  Green  ever  at- 
tempted violence  that  I  would  teach  him 
a  lesson.  Having  thus  decided,  1  said: 

"I  will  pay  you  four  dollars  a  week,  Mr. 
Green,  and  I  will  take  dinner  and  supper 
with  you  today  while  arranging  my  office 
to  begin  work  tonight.  After  today  I 
shall  want  supper  and  breakfast  and  a 
little  lunch  for  my  midnight  meal,"  I 
said,  addressing  the  latter  part  of  my  re- 
marks to  Mrs.  Green.  "I  shall  go  to  the 
office  now,  but  will  be  back  in  time  for 
dinner,"  I  said,  turning  away. 

As  I  turned  away,  the  members  of  the 
family,  which  had  been  crowding  the 
door,  struggled  to  get  out  and  obtain  a 
better  view  of  me;  all  save  one;  and  she 
had  been  sent  to  "tend  her  work,"  what- 


ever it  may  have  been.  The  unkempt 
appearance  of  the  children,  apparently 
seven,  nine  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  was 
not  one  calculated  to  inspire  me  with 
good  spirits  over  my  success  in  securing 
a  good  boarding  place.  The  elder,  as  did 
all  the  other  children,  bore  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  the  father  and  mother,  who 
might  have  had  a  common  blood  of  rela- 
tionship between  them. 

"Say,  Cap;  don't  keer  ef  I  go  long  with 
ye?"  he  said. 

"No,"  I  answered.  "I  will  be  glad  to 
have  company  down  there.  It  will  be 
pretty  lonesome  sometimes,  I  guess." 

During  the  afternoon  I  had  ample  op- 
portunity to  better  study  the  character  of 
the  young  man  who  was  afterward  des- 
tined to  play  a  dramatic  part  in  the  story 
I  am  relating.  While  exhibiting  the  most 
profound  ignorance  on  some  things  he 
was  remarkably  shrewd  in  others.  Ava- 
rice seemed  to  have  a  predominating 
place  in  his  nature,  and  everything 
pointed  him  out  to  be  a  person  well  cal- 
culated to  attempt  a  cowardly  deed  if  a 
promise  of  success  in  the  gratification  of 
his  greed  presented  itself.  I  questioned 
him  as  to  his  relationship  to  the  young 
lady  I  had  seen,  and  learned  that  she  was 
his  sister,  and  when  questioned  as  to  her 
age  he  said: 

"She's  sixteen,  too.  Maw  says  we're 
twins,  but  I  ken  'member  jess  as  well  as 
las'  night  when  paw  brought  her  home, 
ef  I  was  only  a  kid.  Paw  knocked  me 
offen  my  cheer  onct  when  I  sed  that  to 
him  and  told  me  I  shed  never  say  that 
agin,  fer  she  was  my  sister,  an'  a  twin 
sister  to  that;  but  alle  same  I  member  it, 
fer  becaws  her  clos  was  nicern  mine  and 
caws— well,  caws  I  knowed  everybody  an' 
everything  then,  that's  all." 

"Don't  you  find  it  pretty  hard  making 
a  living  on  those  old  sand  hills  where 
nothing  seems  to  grow  but  scrub  pine?" 
I  asked  him. 

"O,  they  ain't  none  on  us  et  works  very 
hard.  We  put  out  a  few  taters  an'  beans 
an'  some  corn  that  mostly  goes  to  fodder 
an'  the  grass  raises  itself  down  on  the 
other  side  of  the  hills." 

"Don't  you  raise  any  wheat  for  bread?" 
I  said,  becoming  alarmed  that  my  daily 
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"staff"  might  have  to  be  confined  to  corn 
pone  during  my  stay  at  Daws. 

"Oh,  paw  brings  home  flour  and  sugar 
and  tea  and  sich  like  from  the  city." 

"On;  then,  you  raise  stuff  for  sale— 
that  is,  you  take  your  produce  to  market 
in  the  city?" 

"Naw;  never  raised  nothin'  for  sale; 
ground's  too  poor  to  raise  h— 1." 

Hank  had  given  me  ample  food  for  re- 
flection. As  I  trudged  home  with  him  that 
evening  I  pictured  all  sorts  of  enter- 
prises in  which  a  man  might  engage  to 
secure  the  necessaries  of  life  without 
giving  in  return  some  adequate  compen- 
sation, but  they  all  dissolved  without 
leaving  a  clew  as  to  how  David  Green 
obtained  them. 

While  partaking  of  dinner  I  had  oppor- 
tunity to  study  the  characters  of  the  other 
members  of  the  family  and  become  better 
acquainted  with  Nellie,  which  I  learned 
was  the  name  of  the  "twin."  Before 
leaving  the  house  and  while  waiting  for 
my  lunch,  which  Mrs.  Green  was  putting 
up,  I  engaged  in  direct  conversation  with 
her,  and  told  her  a  little  of  the  calling 
which  I  had  chosen.  She  was  at  once 
interested  and  showed  a  desire  to  visit  a 
"real  telegraph  office,"  such  as  she  had 
often  heard  of  but  had  never  seen.  When 
I  left  her  it  was  with  the  assurance  that  I 
might  "expect"  her  at  any  time. 

Long  days  dragged  wearily  along  with 
nothing  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  the 
situation  but  the  gravel  trains  which 
came  up  out  of  the  pit  and  stopped  for 
orders  to  run  to  Hilltop,  sixteen  miles 
distant,  where  the  work-train  crews  stored 
the  gravel  so  taken  out,  upon  a  long 
siding,  and  where  through  trains  "filled 
out"  to  a  specified  number  of  cars  in 
order  to  economize  in  the  expense  of 
handling  it.  This  was  a  program  not 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  men  in  freight 
service,  and  often  their  complaints  made 
the  wires  hot  pleading  that  they  already 
had  more  cars  than  their  engines  could 
haul.  But  nevertheless  the  work  con- 
tinued in  this  manner,  for  the  gravel 
found  its  way  to  all  parts  of  the  line 
which  was  being  reconstructed.  The 
steam  shovel  worked  by  night  to  avoid 
the  delay  to  the  numerous  trains  which 
were  so  arranged  to  run  principally  by 
day,  there  being  a  few  exceptions,  one  of 


which  was  the  express  due  at  Daws  at 
midnight. 

I  had  had  several  visits  from  each  mem- 
ber of  the  family  except  Nellie;  even 
David  himself  had  at  various  times  spent 
half  the  night  with  me,  and  seemed  to 
have  acquired  an  interest  in  railroad 
business  that  would  give  the  impression 
that  he  intended  to  take  up  some  station 
connected  with  it.  On  one  of  these  occa- 
sions he  said: 

"This  railroad  must  have  a  heap  of 
money  to  buy  engines  and  tee  rails  and 
cross-ties  and  sich.  My  boy,  Hank,  asked 
the  roadmaster  fer  a  job  onct  when  they 
was  puttin'  in  the  track  to  the  pit,  bnt 
the  dirty  skunk  tole  him  to  get  offen  the 
groun;  he  was  too  lazy  to  work.  Hank 
ain't  never  f ergot  that  insult,  for  he's 
jess  as  good  as  any  railroad  company 
that  ever  lived,  if  they  do  put  on  airs 
haulin'  them  big  cars  with  jail  winders 
full  of  gold." 

"I  suppose  you  have  reference  to  the 
express  cars,  Mr.  Green?  Of  course, 
there  is  at  times  considerable  money 
carried  on  these  cars,  but  it  is  not  the 
property  of  the  railroad.  The  express 
companies  carry  it  for  other  persons,  bnt 
it  does  not  fill  the  cars  as  you  have 
stated.  They  carry  merchandise  as  well, 
and  this  often  fills  the  cars,  but  gold  and 
silver  never." 

"Now,  see  here,  young  man;  youmebbe 
think  I  don't  know  what  I'm  tellin'  ye, 
but  it's  jess  fifteen  years  ago  this  month 
that  the  express  kim  down  the  hill  and 
right  here  where  we  set  the  whole  blamed 
caboodle  went  kersmash  in  a  heap. 
Didn't  I  see  with  my  own  eyes  piles  of 
gold  right  out  of  the  mint.  Didn't  I  see 
the  dead  and  dyin'  layin'  in  heaps?"  said 
David,  growing  animated. 

"Did  they  find  it  all  after  the  wreck 
was  picked  up?"  I  inquired,  giving  David 
a  sly  wink. 

"Young  man,  I  didn't  come  out  looser 
in  that  deal,  and  I'll  tell  ye  that  it  ain't 
stopped  payin'  revenoo  to  meyit.  Wrecks 
is  profitable  things;  did  ye  ever  stop  to 
think  of  that?" 

"I  always  had  the  idea  that  they  were 
quite  expensive,  David." 

"Well,  that's  on  which  side  of  the  fence 
you  stand.   But  say,  how  long  be  they 
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goin'  to  keep  this  gravel  business  up?" 

"All  winter,  I  understand." 

"What  makes  'em  haul  the  stuff  to  Hill- 
top out  of  the  pit?  Why  don't  the  freights 
stop  and  git  it  here?" 

I  explained  the  economy  in  the  hauling 
of  cars  and  the  capacity  of  engines  as 
best  I  could  to  him.  I  also  explained  the 
resistance  afforded  by  the  different  de- 
grees of  elevation  and  the  force  of  grav- 
itation to  be  overcome  in  moving  heavy 
trains  up  the  steep  hill  between  Daws 


David's  eyes  sparkled.  There  was  an 
evil  glow  in  them  that  made  me  shrink 
from  him  and  I  was  heartily  glad  when 
he  declared  that  he  must  "be  a  goin." 
Before  closing  my  office  the  following 
morning  I  received  orders  to  work  half 
days  and  half  nights  until  further  orders, 
beginning  with  that  date.  This  pleased 
me  for  it  gave  me  better  hours.  I  arose 
quite  refreshed  at  noon  and  partook  of 
lunch  and  told  Mrs.  Green  that  if  I  was 
not  on  time  for  dinner  she  need  not  wait, 


HANGING  ROCKS-Scene  from  the  White  Pass  &  Yukon  Route. 


and  Hilltop.  He  was  intensely  interested 
in  this  but  finally  interrupting  me  with: 

"Suppose  a  bunch  of  them  gravel  cars 
shed  break  off  and  kim  dowfc  the  hill, 
where  do  ye  suppose  they'd  stop?" 

"That  depends,  David;  if  they  did  not 
strike  anything  or  leave  the  track  tbey 
might  run  to  Monmouth,  thirty  miles. 
They  would  come  down  the  hill  from 
Hilltop  to  Daws  in  fifteen  minutes  or  less 
and  pass  here  at  the  rate  of  probably 
seventy  miles  an  hour." 


as  of  times  my  experience  taught'  me  that 
operators  cannot  be  spared  at  that  hour. 
It  was  here  that  Nellie  came  to  my  rescue. 

"If  ye  don't  care,  Mr.  Rollins,  I'll  bring 
your  supper  to  ye." 

As  she  spoke  I  saw  an  intensely  anxious 
expression  in  her  face,  while  her  voice 
seemed  to  plead  that  she  be  allowed  to  do 
so. 

"Just  the  thing,  Miss  Nellie.     I  will 
thank  you  very  much  if  you  will  be  so  kind." 
She  could  not  conceal  the  pleasure  it 
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gave  her  and  as  I  turned  to  go  sbe  said: 

"May  I  stay  a  little  while  and  make  ye 
a  visit?'* 

"Yes,  if  Mrs.  Green  will  give  her  per- 
mission." 

"Yes,  she  kin  go.  I'm  glad  to  git  her 
out  of  the  way  awhile.  She  might  stay 
with  ye  till  ye  eat  yer  supper  and  then 
bring  the  baskit  back." 

At  this  I  turned  away  and  wended  my 
way  down  the  path  to  the  office.  The 
routine  of  work  was  practically  the  same 
with  the  exception  that  a  few  more  trains 
were  to  be  reported  as  having  passed  and 
necessitating  more  orders  to  the  work 
trains  leaving  the  pit  for  the  top  of  the 
hill.  When  supper  hour  arrived  I  saw 
Nellie  swinging  down  the  path  toward 
the  office  with  basket  in  hand.  As  she 
entered  sbe  stared  in  open  wonder  at  the 
clattering  instruments  and  gave  herself 
up  to  a  study  of  her  surroundings.  At 
last  finding  speech  she  said: 

"I  brought  your  supper,  Mr.  Rollins, 
and — and  I  thought  mebbe  you'd  like  to 
have  company  so  I  had  maw  put  up  both 
our  suppers  and  I've  invited  myself  to  eat 
with  ye." 

I  expressed  myself  as  delighted  with 
the  arrangement  and  while  partaking  of 
our  meal  explained  the  mysteries  of  tel- 
egraphy and  told  her  many  things  con- 
cerning the  business  and  myself.  After 
I  had  concluded  I  said: 

"Now  Nellie,  tell  me  something  of  your- 
self. Have  you  always  lived  in  the  house 
up  there  on  the  hill  or  can't  you  remem- 
ber your  life  from  early  childhood?" 

"Oh,  Mister  Rollins!  I  mustn't  tell 
you.  Maw  says  it  was  only  a  dream  and 
that  I  am  a  little  fool.  Do  you  believe  in 
dreams,  Mr.  Rollins?  She  said  she'd  kill 
me  if  I  ever  told  any  of  my  nonsense  to 
anybody  but  it  was  a  dear  dream  anyhow 
and  I  often  think  of  it  and  sometimes  her 
face  comes  to  me  when  I  sleep;  then  I 
wakes  up  and  finds  myself  herein  the  old 
shack  on  the  hill.  But  you  won't  tell  her, 
will  you,  Mr.  Rollins?  Please  don't,  for 
she  whips  me  so  hard  when  she's  mad.  I 
likes  you  more'n  anybody  else  in  the 
world  and— now  you  won't  tell  her  will 
you?"  she  said  with  an  emotion  and  naive- 
ness  that  was  truly  touching.  Her  eyes 
seemed  to  burn  with  unshed  tears  and 
in  a  tone  hoarse  with  emotion  she  said: 


•*I  ess  trust  you,  Mr.  Rollins,  can't  I? 
Yon  won't  laugh  at  my  dream,  will  yon, 
'cause  I'm  only  a  fool  and  hate  me  for 
tellin'  you?" 

"No,  Nellie,  you  may  tell  me  anything 
you  wish.  I  want  to  hear  your  dream  for 
if  it  pictures  you  in  happier  surroundings 
than  here  on  the  sand  hills  it  may  be  that 
it  is  no  dream  at  all  and  that  you  have 
really  seen  the  visions  that  only  come  to 
you  in  your  dreams.  Maybe  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Green  are  not  your  parents  and—" 

"Mr.  Rollins!  That  was  my  dream! 
Oh,  do  ye  believe  it?  Who  am  I?  The 
old  shack  is  hateful  to  me  and  they  ain't 
like  my  brothers  nor  sisters  to  me,  and 
the  sweet  face  what  comes  in  my  sleep 
calls  me  darlin'  and  which  I  calls  mamma 
don't  seem  at  all  like  this  maw  to  me. 
But  it  wasn't  all  a  dream  I'm  sure  for  I 
'member  onct  a  long  time  ago  when  I  was 
with  the  lady  who  calls  me  darlin'  in  my 
dreams;  then  I  forgets  her  and  sees  an- 
other baby  like  me  which  was  Hank  and 
then  I  alius  seen  paw  and  maw  after 
that.  Onct  when  I  was  in  bed  I  heerd 
two  men  talkin';  one  of  them  was  paw 
and  the  other  was  a  man  from  the  city 
who  had  come  to  see  him.  I  heerd  the 
man  say  that  the  money  would  keep  a- 
comin'  as  long  as  he  kept  the  kid  quiet. 
They  said  somethin'  about  it  bein'  funny 
that  the  kid  was  never  found  in  the  wreck 
and  that  the  kid  looked  jess  like  its  mother 
and  a  lot  of  sech  talk  till  I  fell  asleep  and 
heerd  no  more." 

"Has  that  man  ever  been  there  since?" 
I  asked,  intensely  interested. 

"I've  heerd  that  same  voice  lots  of 
times  but  alius  when  I'm  in  bed  and 
sleepy.  Onct  I  got  up  and  peeked  out  to 
see  what  he  looked  like.  He  was  a  nice 
loo  kin'  gentleman  with  a  big.  watch  chain 
on  and  lots  of  rings  on  his  fingers  that 
shined  like  fire.  He  had  a  long  big  mus- 
tache—wored  good  clos  and  when  he  went 
away  I  looked  outen  my  winder  and  seen 
him  git  into  a  purty  buggy  drawedbytwo 
awful  purty  black  horses." 

"How  long  has  it  been  since  he  was 
here  last,  Nellie?" 

"  'Taint  so  long  ago;  I  heard  him  tell 
paw  to  send  the  girl  to  school  but  keep 
his  eye  on  her.  Then  after  he  went  away 
maw  says  'that  girl  ain't  a-goin'to  school 
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if  I  kin  help  it;  we's  wasted  enough  money 
on  her  now,  'sides  she  might  be  seen  and 
then  our  'lowance  stops.'  " 

"Nellie,  you  are  not  David  Green's 
daughter.  You  are  evidently  being  kept 
here  by  someone  who  profits  by  your 
being,  out  of  the  way,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  your  dream  as  you  have 
called  it  is  a  reality  indeed.  You  do  not 
bear  any  resemblance  to  these  people  and 
your  instincts  are  as  different  from  theirs 
as  it  is  possible  to  be.  I  thank  you  for 
telling  me  your  impressions  and  I  will 
use  every  effort  to  learn  who  you  are  with- 
out exciting  the  suspicion  of  David  Green 
and  his  wife." 

"Oh,  Mr.  Rolling  You  are  the  only 
friend  I  have.  I  wisht  I  was  like  you  and 
could  talk  like  you  do.  I  know  my  words 
are  homely  and  that  I  haven't  nice  ways 
like  ladies  who  live  in  the  big  cities.  I 
wisht  I  could  read  purty  like  you  but  I 
ain't  never  went  to  school  much  'cause 
paw  never  could  spare  me,  he  said.  You 
are  a  smart  man  and  I  feel  as  if  you  had 
no  time  for  me— that's  the  reason  I  never 
come  here  before." 

"Nellie,  let  us  be  friends.  Call  me  Fred, 
will  you?  I  want  you  to  come  here  every 
day  if  you  can  and  if  you  wish  to  learn 
the  things  you  mention  I  will  be  glad 
to  teach  you.  I  have  many  books,  some 
of  which  I  used  in  school,  and  will  be  glad 
to  teach  you  in  the  very  things  I  have 
learned.  I  will  ask  Mrs.  Green  to  let 
you  to  come  to  the  office  every  afternoon 
with  me  and  in  this  way  you  can  learn  as 
much  as  if  you  were  sent  to  school." 

"Oh,  how  good  you  are,  Mr.  Rollins— 
and  will  I  be  a  lady  some  day?" 

"You  are  a  lady  now,  Nellie,  but  I  will 
try  to  teach  you  the  accomplishments 
that  ladies  usually  possess.  There  comes 
the  80  out  of  the  pit  with  a  string  of  gravel 
for  Hilltop;  I  will  ask  DE  for  orders." 

"Well,  I  must  be  a-goin'  anyhow;  good 
bye,  Fred— I  think  that's  a  purty  name. 
I'm  glad  I  come.  The  sun  seems  to  make 
everything  look  purtier  to  me  since  you 
told  me  so  much  and  I  feel  an  awful  glad- 
ness somehow  that  I  didn't  ever  feel  be- 
fore.   Good  bye,  Fred." 

What  her  thoughts  were  as  she  paused 
and  looked  back  several  times  on  her  way 
up  the  hill,  no  one  can  tell.  That  her 
heart  was  set  upon  acquiring  the  rudi- 


ments of  an  education  was  manifest  by 
her  earnestness  and  I  began  to  realize 
that  the  interest  I  was  taking  in  her  wel- 
fare was  forming  a  tenderer  feeling  for 
the  girl  whom  I  had  promised  to  protect 
on  first  sight  when  I  heard  her  foster  par- 
ent threaten  her  and  whose  parents  I  had 
promised  to  find  if  possible. 

I  had  secured  orders  for  engine  80  to 
run  extra,  Daws  to  Hilltop,  and  delivered 
them  to  the  conductor  who  was  giving 
the  signal  to  his  engineer  to  go  ahead 
that  the  train  might  be  kept  in  motion 
when  a  form  darkened  the  door  of  my. 
little  office.  He  was  a  dark  visaged  man 
and  wore  his  hat  pulled  down  tightly  over 
his  head.  His  dress  did  not  indicate  that 
he  belonged  to  that  class  of  wandering 
humans  known  as  the  hobo,  but  rather 
to  the  class  that  infests  the  tenderloin 
districts  of  our  cities,  and  who,  while  not 
possessing  any  higher  instincts,  still  as- 
sume a  superiority  fat  above  the  wander- 
ing Willies. 

"Say,  boss,  where's  dat  train  goin'," he 
said  huskily! 

"They  are  going  to  Hilltop,  sixteen 
miles  from  here  to  store  the  gravel."  '■ 

"Any  trains  stop  dere  tonight?"  j 

"No.  There  will  be  no  more  trains  to-i 
night  except  the  gravel  run  which  goes  toj 
the  top  of  the  hill  once  more  before  the. 
express  at  midnight  and  that  don't  stop; 
there." 

"All  right;  t'anks,"  and  the  agilitythat 
he  displayed  in  getting  on  the  gravel  train 
which  was  now  going  at  a  good  rate 
would  have  done  credit  to  an  old  expe- 
rienced man  in  the  service. 

I  fell  to  meditating  upon  the  ways  of 
fortune  by  whose  fickleness  some  men 
were  made  millionaires  and  others  tramps. 
During  my  apprenticeship  of  five  years  I 
had  seen  hundreds  of  men  traveling  back 
and  forth  over  the  line  with  no  apparent 
purpose  in  mind  except  that  of  keeping 
on  the  move  ar  d  trusting  to  the  fortune 
which  made  them  what  they  were,  to  pro- 
vide food  enough  to  sustain  life.  I  tried 
to  solve  the  problem  to  my  own  satis- 
faction how  human  nature  can  endowone 
with  sufficient  courage  to  sustain  all  the 
ups  and  downs,  the  exposure,  hardships 
and  rebuffs  incident  to  such  a  life  and 
fail  so  remarkably  in  giving  this  class 
sufficient  energy  to  work.    I  had  not 
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finished  my  meditations  when  the  ramble 
of  the  gravel  train  caught  my  ear  return- 
ing from  Hilltop.  In  a  moment  they  were 
standing  at  the  door.  Conductor  Berger 
waited  until  the  train  was  clear  of  the 
main  line,  then  entered,  saying: 

"Tell  'em  we're  clear,  Fred,  and  we'll 
be  ready  to  go  up  again  in  thirty  minutes 
with  ten  cars — that's  all  she'll  hold  up 
there  until  somebody  takes  some  out. 
Mighty  glad  of  it  because  it  will  give  all 
hands  a  chance  to  "spot"  after  ten  o'clock. 


I  began  to  feel  drowsy  and  despite  my 
efforts  to  keep  awake  I  floated  off  into 
dreamland.  It  seemed  but  a  moment  I 
had  slept  when  the  door  of  my  little  office 
opened  and  the  cheery  voice  of  Conductor 
Berger  rang  out: 

"Down  in  the  corner  on  sand,  eh,  Fred- 
die? Sorry  to  flag  you,  but  you  can  tell 
DE  we're  clear  for  the  night.  It's  only 
9:50  and  you  have  plenty  of  time  to  double 
and  still  make  out  a  pretty  good  nap  be- 
fore knockin'-off  time.   Good  night." 


SUMMIT  OF  WHITE  PASS-Scene  from  the  White  Pass  &  Yukon  Route. 


We'll  have  everything  loaded  by  that  time 
to  make  an  early  start  in  the  morning." 

I  reported  extra  clear  and  also  told  the 
dispatcher  what  Berger  had  said.  This 
was  followed  by  additional  orders  which 
relieved  me  from  further  service  until  the 
extra  should  return  from  Hilltop  with  its 
last  train  for  the  night.  The  moments 
flew  by  and  extra  80  was  soon  on  its  way 
up  the  hill.  I  resumed  the  thread  of 
thought  that  had  been  in  mind  when  the 
arrival  of  the  extra  had  broken  it  off  short. 


I  reported  the  extra  clear  and  received 
the  usual  o.  k.  There  was  not  a  sound* 
to  break  the  stillness  of  the  night.  Even 
the  little  relay  on  my  table  seemed  to 
have  settled  down  to  rest.  It  was  not 
long  before  I  'again  began  to  feel  a 
drowsiness  creeping  over  me  that  I  could 
not  shake  off.  Trusting  to  that  instinct 
which  enables  older  operators  to  awaken 
at  the  sound  of  their  office  call,  and  feel- 
ing that  I  should  not  be  called  before  12 
o'clock,  I  locked  my  door  and  stretched 
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out  upon  the  trade  bench,  with  my  coat 
for  a  pillow.  I  was  soon  In  dreamland, 
but  my  sleep  was  filled  with  hideous 
visions.  My  visitor,  the  dark-visaged 
man,  again  stood  before  me  and  told  me 
that  I  was  the  cause  of  his  misfortunes 
and  that  he  had  returned  to  kill  me.  I 
was  dragged  out  upon  the  track  and  tied 
to  the  rails.  I  could  see  the  headlight  of 
the  express  that  was  bearing  down  upon 
me.  As  my  head  lay  upon  the  rail,  which 
seemed  to  conduct  sound,  I  could  hear 
my  office  call  repeated  with  a  rapidity 
that  was  alarming;  then  changing,  began 
to  call  Monmouth,  the  first  night  station 
west  from  me.  I  could  hear  Monmouth 
answer: 
••I,  I;  MH." 

"Hold  36  qk,"  came  the  order.  Thirty- 
six  was  the  express  now  bearing  down 
upon  me.  I  could  hear  the  rumble  of  the 
swift  rushing  train  and  I  tugged  with 
desperation  to  burst  the  bonds  that  held 
me. 

"36  gone;  o.  s.  11:05,"  came  the  answer. 

Then  came  my  own  call  again,  repeated 
with  a  rapidity  that  made  the  rail  under 
my  head  reverberate  as  if  a  tattoo  were 
played  by  the  hoofs  of  a  score  of  gallop- 
ing steeds.  Then  came  the  sound  of 
Nellie's  voice,  which  appeared  to  be 
everywhere— above,  around,  beneath.  I 
tried  to  call  out,  but  was  powerless  to 
utter  a  sound.  A  sharp  tapping  at  my 
window  and  a  voice  calling  my  name 
awakened  me.  I  had  been  laying  head 
downward  on  the  rough  edge  of  the  bench 
until  my  neck  seemed  to  be  broken. 
Again  that  sound  came  which  had  awak- 
ened me. 

♦'Fred,  wake  up!  Open  the  door  quick! 
It's  me-Nellie." 

I  hurriedly  unlocked  the  door,  and  with 
my  dream  still  in  my  mind  I  glanced  at 
my  watch;  it  was  11:45. 
'"Nellie,  what  in  the  world  brings  you 
here  at  such  an  hour?" 

"Oh,  Mr.  Rollins!  I  could  net  git  away 
before.  I  didn't  stop  to  put  on  my  shoes, 
'cause  I  didn't  know  how  much  time  I 
had  to  save  the  express.  Two  bad  men 
what  sometimes  comes  to  see  paw  was  up 
there  and  talked  about  lettin'  the  sand 
come  down  the  hill  to  wreck  the  express. 

Paw  said  as  you  had  told  him  the  gravel 
would  come  down  in  fifteen  minutes  and 


be  runnin'  seventy  mites  an-  hour.  Oh, 
why  did  yon  *ell  him  that?  Now,  theys 
around  here  someplace— that  black  lookin  * 
feller  what  looks  like  a  devil ,  and  paw.  The 
other  feller  went  away,  they  said,  and 
he's  to  cut  the  gravel  cars  loose  fifteen 
minutes  before  the  express  is  due  here  so 
as  to  make  'em  hit  right  here  at  Daws," 
she  said,  seemingly  without  drawing  a 
breath. 

I  had  already  determined  upon  a  course 
to  pursue.  Opening  my  key  I  called  Mon- 
mouth. 

"1,1,  MH,"  came  the  answer. 

"Hold  36  qk,"  I  said,  and  even  aa.  I 
repeated  the  code  my  thoughts  flashed  to 
me  that  it  was  the  .same  language  em- 
ployed that  I  had  heard  in  my  terrible 
dream. 

"36  gone;  o.  s.  11:05." 

Exactly  my  dream.  I  felt  great  beads 
of  perspiration  start  out  from  every  pore. 

"Nellie,  the  express  is  out  of  Monmouth 
on  time.  The  gravel  is  even  now  coming 
down  the  hill,"  I  said  hurriedly.  "Take 
this  key  and  run  to  the  switch,  unlock  it 
and  turn  it  for  the  gravel  pit;  then  put 
the  lock  in  the  pin  hole  and  lock  it,  then 
—run  away— any  place  far  enough  to  be 
safe.  Hurry!  God  help  you!  I  must  stop 
36  and  if  possible  get  the  boys  out  of  the 
cars  in  the  pit." 

I  grasped  the  red  lantern  and  several 
torpedoes,  which  are  always  kept  ready 
for  emergencies  of  any  nature  in  every 
telegraph  office  on  the  line,  and  rushed 
hatless  down  the  track  in  the  direction  of 
the  approaching  train.  Never  had  my 
feet  seemed  to  carry  me  along  so  slowly. 
I  came  quite  near  being  precipitated 
headlong  several  times  in  my  mad  race. 
The  course  I  was  traveling  was  one  I  had 
often  chosen  and  which  was  the  shortest 
way  of  reaching  the  pit,  which  was  situ- 
ated some  distance  from  the  track  and 
back  of  a  piece  of  woodland.  As  I 
reached  the  point  at  which  I  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  railroad  and  go 
through  the  woods  to  the  pit,  I  could  hear 
the  faint  whistle  of  the  express  as  it 
sounded  for  the  road  crossings,  and  it 
seemed  like  the  wail  of  a  departed  spirit. 
I  clamped  my  torpedoes  to  the  rail  in 
feverish  haste  and  left  the  lantern  in  the 
middle  of  the  track.  Oh,  God!  I  thought, 
will  Nellie  succeed.   I  rushed  through  the 
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darkness  and  down  the  hillside  yelling  at 
every  bonnd: 

"Berger!  Berger!  The  gravel's  coming 
down  the  hill  in  the  pit!" 

At  last  I  reached  the  switch  in  the  pit, 
a  point  where  two  tracks  intersected,  one 
containing  the  cars  in  which  the  men 
slept,  the  other  the  steam  shovel.  I  was 
here  to  save  the  men.  Which  way  should 
I  tnrn  the  switch.  All  was  inky  darkness 
in  the  pit,  and  no  light  showed  to  tell  me 
where  the  poor  men  were  sleeping.  Again 
I  called  at  the  top  of  my  voice: 

"Berger!  Fire!  Murder!"  in  fact  any- 
thing to  get  an  answer. 

At  last  a  response  came: 

"Well,  what  do  you  want?" 

"On  which  track  are  the  sleeping 
cars." 

"The  north  track,"  came  the  answer, 
and  at  that  moment  I  heard  two  short 
whistles  such  as  are  given  in  answer  to 
signals.  I  laid  my  hands  upon  the  rail 
ends  and  jumped  as  if  receiving  an  elec- 
tric shock.  The  switch  was  set  for  the 
track  containing  the  sleepers.  I  released 
the  ratchet  and  threw  my  full  weight 
against  the  lever.  As  the  switch  rails 
met  something  swift  as  lightning,  yet 
dark  as  night  flashed  by  me.  Then  I  felt 
sick,  and  a  strange  weakness  came  over 
me  and  all  grew  dark. 

As  I  was  regaining  my  senses  I  heard 
the  hum  of  voices  about  me,  and  it 
seemed  to  me  that  I  was  again  undergo- 
ing the  strain  of  another  nightmare.  I 
recognized  Conductor  Berger' s  voice  say- 
ing: 

"I  can't  find  a  bruise  on  him  except  his 
face,  which  looks  as  if  he'd  run  through 
a  brush  patch,  and  his  hands  are  bleed- 
ing, which  looks  as  if  he  had  fell  down 
mighty  hard.  Something's  wrong,  for  36 
is  standing  over  there  and  has  whistled 
out  a  flag.  I  wish  we  could  bring  the 
boy  to  so  he  could  tell  us  what  caused 
the  wreck  in  the  pit.  I'm  sure  there  was 
enough  brakes  set  on  the  gravel  to  keep 
'em  from  running  out." 
At  thajt  moment  I  heard  another  voice: 
"He  ain't  dead  is  he,  Mr.  Berger?  Oh, 
I  wisht  it  was  me  instid  of  poor  Fred,"  it 
sobbed. 

"Well,  if  here  ain't  our  girl!  Barefoot, 
too!  Nellie,  what  is  all  this  about,  any- 
how," said  Berger. 


I  was  now  so  fully  conscious  that  I 
could  speak,  and  as  I  tried  to  rise  willing 
hands  sprang  to  my  assistance,  but  first 
of  all  was  Nellie,  who  had  been  kneeling 
at  my  side.  Tbe  scene  was  lighted  up 
with  lanterns  and  torches  held  by  the  men 
who  composed  the  work  train  crew,  and 
presented  a  weird  scene  to  one  just  re- 
gaining consciousness. 

"Did  the  gravel  come  down?"  I  asked. 

"Well,  some!"  said  Conductor  Berger,. 
satiracally.  "But  what  made  it  come?" 

"Where  is  36?"  I  asked,  ignoring  his 
question. 

"Standing  over  there  on  the  main  line,* r 
he  said,  pointing  toward  the  place  where 
I  had  left  my  danger  signal. 

"Is  the  switch  open  yet,  Nellie?" 

"Yes,  and  I  done  just  what  you  said- 
locked  it  too,  and  then  I  run  after  you 
jess  as  fast  as  I  could  'cause  I  heard 
some  one  say,  'Green,  there  goes  the  girl, 
too,  something's  up.  Catch  her!'  Then 
I  run  into  the  woods  and  got  here.  That's 
all  I  know." 

A.  word  of  explanation  to  the  men  on 
the  gravel  train  was  sufficient  to  give 
them  a  full  understanding  of  the  nature 
of  the  horrible  plot  to  wreck  the  express 
and  soon  all  hands  were  making  our  way 
over  the  hill  to  the  main  line  where  we 
found  lights  glimmering  here  and  there 
about  the  train.  The  conductor  had  gone 
down  the  track  to  the  little  office  to  ascer- 
tain, if  possible,  the  reason  for  the  dis- 
play of  the  red  signal  for  his  train.  Ex- 
planations followed  and  the  train  moved 
down  near  the  little  office  and  stopped.  * 

The  unusual  long  stop  and  the  whistjirig 
had  awakened  many  passengers  who 
now  thronged  my  little  office  and  stood 
on  the  outside  listening  to  Nellie's  recital 
of  the  attempt  to  wreck  the  train.  Nellie 
had  suddenly  become  a  heroine.  Her 
earnest  matter-of-fact  way  of  telling  her 
story,  couched  though  it  was  in  homliest 
phrases,  woh  for  her  the  admiration  of  ' 
every  passenger. 

I  was  busily  engaged  answering  scores 
of  questions  from  the  superintendent  re- 
lative to  the  safety  of  the  passenger  train, 
and  securing  against  further  possibility 
of  disaster  by  acting  upon  Conductor 
Berger's  advice  that  the  cars  at  Hilltop 
be  guarded  until  the  arrival  of  36. 

Among  the  passengers  was  a  gentleman 

Digitized  by  Google 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


93 


who elbowed  his  way  through  the  little 
crowd  to  gain  a  look  at  the  little  heroine 
wbo  had  so  courageously  performed  her 
part  in  saving  the  lives  of  the  scores  of 
passengers  on  the  train. 

"So  this  is  the  heroine  who  saved  us  all 
from  death?"  he  said  feelingly.  "What 
is  your  name,  my  little  lady?" 
"Nellie  Green." 
"Where  is  your  home?" 


'cause  I  wouldn't  have  knowed  what  to 
do  if  it  hadn't  bin  fer  Fred.  He's  the  one 
what  told  me  what  to  do;  but  then  I'll  go 
with  you  and  see  the  lady.'1 

They  made  their  way  to  the  sleeper 
where  a  beautiful  woman  sat  in  one  of 
the  compartments  waiting  to  welcome 
and  thank  the  preserver  of  their  lives. 
As  her  eyes  fell  upon  Nellie  she  became 
visibly  excited. 


1 


BENNETT.  B.  C— Scene  on  the  White  Pass  &  Yukon  Route. 


"I  lives  np  yonder  on  the  hill,"  she 
lid.  pointing  in  the  direction  of  her 

"My  wife  is  back  in  the  sleeper  and 
would  like  to  see  you  and  thank  you.  She 
inralid.   It  was  here  at  this  very 
uion  fifteen  years  ago  that  she  was  in- 
in  a  wreck.    Will  you  come  with 

*I  hain't  done  nothin'  to  be  thanked  fer 


"What  is  your  name,  my  child?'-' 
"Nellie  Green." 
"How  old  are  you?" 
"Sixteen." 

"I  once  had  a  little  daughter  who  would 
now  be  sixteen,  but  she  was  lost  in  a 
wreck  at  this  very  place  and  in  which 
wreck  I  was  badly  injured.  I  was  told  that 
she  was  burned.  Oh,  Robert!  she  is  so 
like  our  own  Helen— as  I  have  often  im- 
agined she  would  now  be." 
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"She's  the  lady  what  I  seen  in  my 
dream,"  said  Nellie  in  a  whisper,  turn- 
ing away  to  bide  a  strange  emotion  that 
took  hold  of  her. 

"What  did  you  say,  dear?"  said  the 
woman. 

"I  don't  want  to  make  you  feel  bad, 
lady,  but  I  has  often  seen  you." 
"Indeed?  Where?" 

"In  my  dreams.  You  often  comes  to 
me  and  calls  me  darlin'.  You  puts  your 
arms  around  me  and  kisses  me.  I  calls 
you  Mamma.  Then  I  wakes  up  and 
finds  myself  in  the  old  shack  on  tbe 
hill  with  nobody  but  Hank  and  Lize 
and  Dave  and  paw  and  maw  there.  I 
hates  that  place,  lady,  but  Fred  has  come 
now  and  he's  goin'  to  learn  me  to  be  a 
lady, too." 

"Eleanor,  dear,  I  do  not  wish  to  give 
you  a  false  hope  but  her  story  has  brought 
a  hope  to  my  heart,"  said  the  gentleman, 
visibly  affected.  "Tell  us,  dear,  what 
you  can  remember  of  your  early  child- 
hood," he  said,  addressing  the  latter  re- 
mark  to  Nellie. 

Before  Nellie  had  completed  her  story 
which  not  only  included  her  own  impres- 
sions but  the  circumstances  connected 
with  her  detention  as  she  had  overheard 
them,  she  was  being  embraced  by  the 
same  person  she  had  seen  in  her  dreams 
and  was  happy  to  hear  again  the  word 
darling  coming  from  mortal  lips. 

"Your  name  is  Nellie  Green  no  longer, 
darling;  you  are  Helen  Truesdale,  my 
own  daughter,"  said  Mrs.  Truesdale, 
weeping  over  her. 

Robert  Truesdale  was  pacing  back  and 
forth  muttering,  "The  scoundrel!  My 
own  brother  to  deprive  me  of  my  child. 
Let  the  retribution  of  a  just  God  overtake 
him." 

At  this  moment  four  long  whistles  were 
heard  followed  by  one  short. 

"That  means  they's  callin'  in  the  flag, 
and  the  train's  a-goin'  purty  soon,"  said 
Helen,  whom  we  will  now  give  her  name. 

"And  when  it  goes  we  shall  have  our 
darling  with  us,"  said  Mr.  Truesdale, 
tenderly  brushing  back  her  wavy  tresses. 

"But,  Mister—  Mister—  " 

"Your  papa,  darling  —  call  him  papa, 
will  you?"  said  Mrs.  Truesdale,  smiling 
through  her  tears,  which,  however,  were 
tears  of  happiness. 


But,  papa!  Fred  don't  know  I'm  goin' 
and  I  must  tell  htm,"  she  said  implor- 
ingly. 

"Who  is  Fred,  darling?"  asked  Mrs. 
Truesdald.  j 

"He  is  the  noble  fellow  who ■  pearly 
sacrificed  his  life  tonight  to  save  us  and 
who  Helen  has  frequently  .visited  during 
his  tenure  of  office  here.  Of  course  you 
shall  see  him,  Helen,  if  I  must  pay  deten- 
tion charges  to  this  train,"  said  Mr. 
Truesdale.-    • --  - 

The  scene  between  them  was  affecting, 
indeed,  not  that  it  possessed  an  outward 
display  of  grief,  but  mute  silence  in  which 
they  looked  into  each  other's  eyes  while 
standing  with  clasped  hands,  spoke  vol- 
umes. Helen's,  good  fortune  had  left 
Fred  almost  speechless. 

"I  shall  want  you  to  come  to  see  us  so 
soon  as  we  shall  return  home,  Frederick. 
You  must  come  that  my  wife  may  thank 
you,  too,  for  your  noble  part  in  this  work 
tonight.   And  now  good  bye,  my  boy." 

"Oh,  Fred!  I  hates  to  leave  you.  You 
was  so  kind  to  me,  but  I  hopes  it  won't 
be  long  till  you  come,"  said  Helen,  now 
putting  her  arms  about  his  neck. 

The  effects  of  this  childlike  simplicity 
was  not  lost  upon  one  present,  and  many 
a  rough  coat  sleeve  brushed  away  a  tear. 
As  the  train  pulled  out  there  were  three 
hearty  cheers  given  for  the  heroine  who 
had  saved  the  express. 

I  watched  until  the  train  was  out  of 
sight,  then  I  returned  to  the  key  with  a 
heavy  heart  to  report  its  departure.  The 
work  train  crew  had  returned  to  the  pit 
and  I  was  alone  once  more.  Just  as  I  had 
given  the  dispatcher  my  o.  s.,  I  heard 
voices  outside  which  attracted  my  atten- 
tion. Opening  the  door  I  heard  some  one 
say: 

"There  now,  no  didoes!  or  I  shall  be 
under  the  necessity  of  perforating  you. 
Straight  ahead  to  the  telegraph  office! 
I'll  get  you  fellows  a  ride  that  you  don't 
have  to  steal." 

"I  tell  you  I  wasn't  goin'  to  steal  any 
ride.  I  lives  up  yonder  on  the  hill— me 
and  my  boy  Hank  here— and  this  other 
feller,  we  don't  know  him,  does  we  Hank?" 

"I'll  see  what  you  look  like  in  the  light." 

As  the  quartet  marched  up  into  line 
with  the  rays  of  light  that  shone  out  of 
my  office  door  and  which  reflected  from 
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the  lantern  I  held. in  hand  I  saw  three 
men  handcuffed  together  and  in  charge  of 
a  man  whom  I  had  seen  among  the  pas- 
sengers on  the  express.  Two  of  the  men 
were  David  Green  and  his  son  Hank;  the 
other  I  had  never  seen. 

"Let  me  take  yonr  lantern,  Mr.  Operator, 
to  see  what  I  have  here,"  said  the  man 
authoritatively.  Peering  closely  into 
David  Green's  face  he  ejaculated: 

"Dave  Garcey  or  I'm  a  sinner!  And  Bat 
Ross,  too!  There  are  already  indictments 
enough  against  you  two  to  keep  you  out 
of  the  cold  the  remainder  of  your  natural 
lives,  to  say  nothing  of  this  attempt  to 
wreck  the  express.  Where  is  the  brains 
of  this  concern— Templeton?" 

"Don't  know  who  you  mean,"  said  Ross, 
sullenly. 

"Oh,  yes  you  do.  Where  is  Truesdale? 
Oh,  the  secret  is  out,  David!  The  girl  you 
have  been  keeping  furnished  me  the  clue 
to  a  case  I  have  been  working  on  for  nearly 
sixteen  years.  Mr.  Operator,  make  a  mes- 
sage to  your  superintendent  that  John 
Keene  is  here  with  three  prisoners  who 
attempted  the  wreck  of  36;  send  special 
train  and  bring  Forbes  and  Dayton 
here." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  further  upon 
the  scene  than  to  say  that  they  were  taken 
to  Brandon,  the  county  seat,  and  lodged 
in  jail  to  await  trial.  Mr.  Keene  was  suc- 
cessful in  capturing  Templeton  a  few 


days  later,  and  when  confronted  with 
the  evidence  against  him,  he  broke 
down  and  made  a  complete  confession 
that  he  was  a  passenger  on  the  train 
that  was  wrecked  at  Daws  fifteen  years 
before  and  had  kidnapped  his  brother's 
child  with  the  hope  that  the  shock  of  the 
news  that  he  bore  to  him  of  the  loss  of 
his  child  and  the  fatal  injury  of  his  wife 
would  kill  him.  He  also  confessed  that 
bis  knowledge  of  his  brother's  contem- 
plated trip  on  this  occasion  led  him  to 
plan  the  disaster,  which  would  have  killed  - 
both  and  put  him  into  possession  of  his 
brother's  estate  as  the  nearest  living  kin. 
David  Green  and  son,  as  well  as  Bat  Ross, 
were  willing  accomplices  who  expected  to 
reap  their  reward  in  the  rich  haul  made 
from  the  express  car. 

Indictments  were  found  in  sufficient 
number  against  all  to  keep  them  in  con- 
finement the  remainder  of  their  natural 
lives  even  should  they  outlive  the  sen- 
tences imposed  upon  them  for  their  at- 
tempt to  wreck  the  express. 

Did  I  visit  Helen  on  her  return  home, 
you  ask? 

Well,  you  may  imagine  I  did!  for  that 
was  .five  years  ago,  and  today  she  is  my 
wife;  an  accomplished,  beautiful  woman 
whose  noble  character  is  no  less  to  be  ad- 
mired than  the  bravery  she  displayed  on 
that  terrible  night  when  we  arranged  the 
close  meeting  point  at  Daws. 


"  RELIGION— ITS  RESPONSIBILITIES.,* ' 

BY  JOSE  GROS. 


Certain  religious  statistics  have  been 
recently  given  out  from  certain  pulpits, 
collected  and  compiled  by  certain  emi- 
nent divines,  by  which  we  seem  to  have 
about  30,000,000  consecrated  christians 
out  of  500,000,000  nominal  christians,  out 
of  1,500,000,000  population  all  over  the 
earth.  It  also  seems  that  over  70  per 
cent  of  those  30,000,000  first-class  christ- 
ians are  piled  up  in  the  United  States 
and  England,  most  of  the  rest  being  in 
Holland,  Germany  and  Australia,  leaving 
but  scanty  squads  as  small  garrisons  on 
different  portions  of    the  earth.  And 


those  statistics  appear  to  be  perfectly 
satisfactory  to  those  who  have  made 
them  and  call  themselves  the  salt  of  the 
earth  by  the  grace  of— themselves,  with- 
out asking  the  other  fellows  what  they 
think  on  the  subject.  As  the  writer  does 
not  believe  in  the  goodness  of  any  kind 
of  aristocracy,  we  propose  to  show  that 
those  statistics  are  not  even  flattering  to 
those  who  have  assumed  to  be  in  more 
intimate  friendship  with  the  heavens 
beyond  than  the  rest  of  humanity,  and  as 
such  the  children  of  the  heavenly  Father. 
Suppose,    for    instance,    that  those 
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30,000,000  have  any  claims  to  religious 
superiority  over  98  per  cent  of  the  human 
family.  Why  is  it  that  they  have  kept 
that  superiority  with  themselves?  Who 
has  given  them  any  monopoly  in  religion? 
What  have  they  done  after  all  to  prove 
any  superiority?  Why  is  it  that  after  six- 
teen centuries  of  organized  Christianity 
those  superior  ladies  and  gentlemen  have 
not  had  any  influence  over  98  per  cent  of 
the  men  and  women  all  over  the  planet, 
millions  of  them  in  the  very  nations  they 
have  controlled  during  all  those  1600 
years. 

Even  the  old  heathen  sages  considered 
that  no  nation  could  long  exist  without 
the  religious  spirit  being  the  ruling  force 
of  masses  and  classes,  of  ruled  and 
rulers,  of  workers  and  monopolists.  And 
we  all  know  today  that  every  christian 
nation,  the  most  powerful  of  the  whole 
lot,  are  directly  or  indirectly  controlled 
by  the  respective  christian  denomina- 
tions and  so  by  the  clergy  of  them  all. 
It  is  so  even  if  that  clergy  is  indifferent 
on  the  subject,  although  they  are  all  pro- 
verbially fond  of  power.  It  is  so  because 
the  religious  spirit  is  ingrained  in  most 
men  even  when  not  manifested  by  any 
specific  human  forms,  by  any  dogmas  or 
creeds,  by  any  standards  or  rules  in 
ostensible  worship,  in  the  paraphernalia 
of  church  routine. 

The  old  theologians  of  centuries  ago, 
in  nations  considered  very  low  and  de- 
graded, were  liberal  and  broad-minded 
enough  to  recognize  that  beyond  the 
church  visible,  there  existed  the  church 
invisible— invisible  to  men,  visible  to 
God.  Why  is  it  that  the  clergy  of  our 
superior  nations,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
twentieth  century,  are  yet  so  narrow- 
minded,  so  bigoted  as  to  imagine  that 
consecration,  or  real  Christianity,  or  man- 
hood, which  may  count  for  as  much  in 
God's  eyes  and  under  certain  conditions, 
is  limited  to  that  2  per  cent  of  human 
beings  who  have  fixed  certain  perform- 
ances of  their  own  as  a  text  of  their  re- 
ligious superiority  over  the  98  per  cent? 
God  alone  has  a  right  to  count  His  own 
best  children  on  earth.  God  alone  can 
see  them.  He  alone  can  measure  the 
goodness  or  badness  of  every  one  of  us. 

"Whoever  exalteth  himself  shall  be 
abased."     "What  is   highly  esteemed 


among  men  is  abomination  in  the  eyes  of 
God."  Those  two  dictums  of  Christ 
seem  to  have  been  forgotten  by  the  emi- 
nent divines  who  have  collected  the  sta- 
tistics in  question  and  brag  about  them 
when  they  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  them. 
The  fact  that  30,000,000  of  superior  fellows 
have  left  close  to  one  and  a  half  billion 
of  human  beings  in  spiritual  darkness, 
after  1600  years  of  efforts  in  christian 
convertions,  that  alone  would  condemn 
the  superior  christians,  if  they  could 
prove  that  their  estimates  and  con- 
clusions are  correct. 

Besides  all  that,  it  can  hardly  be  de- 
nied that  an  army  of  30,000,000  of  real 
good  men  ought  to  have  done  something 
specific,  in  the  course  of  the  last  two  or 
three  centuries  anyhow,  toward  establish- 
ing at  least  the  beginning  of  a  real 
brotherhood,  where  they  have  had  most 
of  the  wealth  of  the  respective  nations, , 
and  so  most  of  the  social  influence,  and 
hence  the  control  of  the  law-making 
power  of  nations.  It  does  not  take  much 
brain  power  to  know  that  it  is  the  bulk 
of  the  wealthy  in  each  community,  large 
and  small,  who  control  all  religious  or- 
ganizations, all  political  parties,  all 
classes  and  masses.  Those  rich  fellows 
have  to  be  religious  for  their  own  material 
protection,  and  also  to  preserve  their  in- 
fluence in  politics  and  social  life.  The 
great  bulk  of  humanity  does  not  trust 
men  into  power  who  don't  show  them- 
selves as  strong  religious  men.  Hence 
you  will  find  mighty  few  wealthy  indi- 
viduals who  are  indifferent  to  religion,  in 
that  outward  sense  anyhow,  through 
which  alone  the  world  can  form  opinions, 
that  is,  through  that  varnish  of  morality 
as  fixed  up  by  law,  traditions  and  general 
habits.  Above  that  morality  we  have  the 
the  divine  one,  but  that  kind  is  yet  a 
" terra  incognita"  to  most  people,  even  to 
the  superior  fellows, -outside  of  abstract 
thought. 

We  all  know  that  under  the  divine 
morality  as  expressed  in  the  Decalogue 
and  expounded  by  Christ,  we  would  have 
no  political  corruption,  no  crime  or  vice, 
no  poverty,  no  dishonest  accumulations 
of  wealth,  no  hates,  enmities,  jealousies 
discontent.  And  that  divine  morality 
would  captivate  the  working  masses 
everywhere,  would  conquer  them  in  a  few 
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years.  It  would  have  done  that  if  only 
one-tenth  of  our  superior  or  consecrated 
christians  had  openly  preached  that 
morality,  had  specifically  supported  it  in 
legislative  halls,  and  so  incorporated  it 
in  human  laws.  Our  superior  fellows 
have  done  just  the  reverse.  They  have 
all  along  stood  by  laws  of  monopoly  in 
defiance  of  all  Christ's  teachings  and 
divine  commands.  They  are  today  the 
greatest  obstacle  to  the  establishment 
a  healthy  progress,  as  it  has  been  the 
case  all  along  through  our  whole  histori- 
cal development. 

Of  course  that  any  religious  aristoc- 
racy is  bound  to  evolve  industrial  plu- 
tocracies, social  castes,  monopolies  in 
political  and  economic  life.  Hence  the 
need  of  our  demolishing,  in  the  realm  of 
thought  to  begin  with,  any  philosophy 
tending  to  exalt  the  idea  of  humanity 
being  in  need  of  any  set  of  superior  re- 
ligious people.  No  good  can  come  to  the 
race  at  large  from  any  such  religious 
caste.  We  need  democracy  in  religion  as 
well  as  in  every  other  social  ramifications. 
We  need  a  broad  brotherhood  in  all  hu- 
man activities.  "If  any  among  you  is 
the  greatest  let  him  be  as  the  servant." 
There  is  the  religious  and  social  philoso- 
phy of  Christ.  And  it  means— no  aris- 
tocracies, plutocracies  or  monopolies  any- 
where. A  full  and  complete  democracy. 
"Brotherhood"  all  over  the  earth.  No 


classes.  No  masses.  Nothing  but  breth- 
ren and  noble  men. 

And  the  working  millions  in  all  nations* 
of  all  races  and  colors,  are  hungry  and 
thirsty  for  the  philosophy  of  Christ,  for 
the  religion  and  Christianity  of  Jesus. 
They  only  antagonize  or  are  indifferent 
toward  any  and  every  Christianity  of 
shams,  toward  religions  of  pride  and 
conceit,  parading  the  goodness  of  small 
cliques  here  and  there.  No  group  of 
men,  large  or  small,  have  the  right  to 
call  themselves  consecrated  this  or  that 
until  they  have  established  honest  social 
compacts  in  their  own  nations  and  carry 
the  same  wherever  they  go.  And  we 
don't  want  the  honesty  and  righteousness 
of  rifles  and  guns  either.  We  want,  or 
we  need,  anyhow,  to  make  individual 
honesty  more  profitable  than  individual 
dishonesty.  We  need  to  give  to  every 
man  a  full  opportunity  to  be  his  own 
man,  his  own  boss,  his  own  capitalist, 
the  arbiter  of  his  own  destinies.  We 
don't  want  to  have  to  be  looking  all  the 
time  "for  No.  1."  That  means  the  King- 
dom of  Organized  Greed,  and  we  need 
the  kingdom  of  organized  brotherhood, 
that  kingdom  that  was  already  11  At 
Hand"  nineteen  centuries  ago,  that  is, 
ready  for  us  to  have  when  we  "superior 
or  consecrated  fellows"  want  it,  and 
work  for  it.  Up  to  our  days  we  seem  to 
have  worked  the  other  way. 


OH  THE  COLORADO  &r  SOUTHERN. 

HENRY  W.  BARTLETT. 


On  December  1  the  Colorado  &  South- 
ern Railway  Company  moved  into  their 
new  shops  on  Seventh  street,  Denver. 
Those  vacated  by  the  company  will  here- 
after be  occupied  by  the  Pullman  Com- 
pany, thereby  saving  a  long  haul  for  the 
latter  company  on  Pullman  cars  requiring 
heavy  repairs  or  remodeling,  as  the  case 
might  be. 

The  new  shops  of  the  Colorado  &  South- 
ern are  modern  in  every  respect  and  are 
so  arranged,  that  if  necessity  requires  at 


any  time  in  the  future,  they  can  be  en- 
larged at  a  very  small  cost  and  at  the 
same  time  not  have  that  appearance  that 
the  ordinary  railroad  shops  have,  which 
have  been  enlarged  by  adding  on  and 
which  some  times  reminds  one  of  the 
Mexican  adobe  houses  which,  as  the 
family  increases,  are  added  to  without 
thought  of  symmetry  or  order. 

The  round  house  consists  of  thirty-five 
stalls  and  is  the  best  lighted  and  venti- 
lated house  the  writer  has  ever  seen. 
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There  is  a  ventilator  in  the  roof  between 
each  stall,  so  that  should  a  locomotive  be 
placed  for  any  reason  from  tinder  the 
jack,  the  smoke  can  escape  readily  through 
the  ventilators  and  as  a  result  the  house  is 
free  from  smoke  at  all  times.  The  smoke 
jacks  are  of  prepared  wood,  absolutely 
fire-proof  and,  to  use  Mr.  Humphrey's 
words,  "will  not  burn  unless  put  into  a 
furnace."  This  system  of  preparation 
was  adopted  some  time  since  by  the  As- 
sociation of  Bridge  and  Building  Super- 
intendents. 

The  drop  pit  is  of  the  most  improved 
pattern,  extending  over  two  pits  and  of 
sufficient  depth  to  permit  of  a  pair  of 
wheels  being  dropped  and  taken  to  the 
next  pit  and  raised  by  means  of  pneu- 
matic jacks.  The  engine  pits  drain  to 
the  back  of  the  house  into  one  large  con- 
duit, which  in  turn  empties  into  the 
Platte  river. 

There  are  two  separate  water  systems, 
one  operating  by  compressed  air  from  an 
artesian  well,  the  other  by  means  of  two 
•team  pumps  with  a  capacity  each  of  l;000 
gallons,  and  which  give  a  pressure  at  all 
times  of  125  pounds. 

The  ash  pit  is  of  the  pattern  recently 
adopted  by  the  A.,  T.  &  S.  F.  Co.  with  a 
depressed  pit  alongside  capable  of  hold- 
ing three  cinder  cars. 

The  sand  house  is  a  two-story  arrange- 
ment, the  top  story  consisting  of  a  tower 
to  hold  the  dry  sand,  which  will  be  de- 
livered to  the  engines  by  means  of  a  spout 
similar  to  that  in  use  on  the  Standard 
water  tanks.  The  sand  is  dried  in  the 
ordinary  driers  and  then  elevated  to  the 
tower  by  means  of  compressed  air.  There 
are  two  50,000-gallon  water  tanks,  elevated 
to  a  sufficient  height  to  give  a  good  pres- 
sure so  that  the  engine  tanks  can  be  filled 
with  dispatch.  The  base  of  these  tanks 
is  40  feet  from  the  rail. 

The  machine,  boiler  and  blacksmith 
shops  are  in  one  building  323  feet  5  inches 
in  length  by  145  feet  in  width,  60  feet  of 
which  will  be  used  as  a  boiler  shop  and 
57  feet  5  inches  for  the  blacksmith  shop, 
leaving  206  feet  for  the  machine  shop. 

The  machine  shop  is  equipped  with  the 
most  modern  tools  of  every  description 
which  were  furnished  by  the  Niles  Tool 
Co.  These  , are  all  arranged  on  one  side 
of  the  shop  and  consist  of  all  the  kinds 


and  sizes  necessary  to  equip  a  modern 
shop,  while  the  erecting  pits  are  on  the 
other.  Pneumatic  hoists  are  hung  over 
the  machines  so  that  heavy  weights  can 
be  lifted  in  and  out  of  the  machines  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  laborer.  In  the  center  of 
the  shop  and  near  the  large  planer  and 
wheel  lathe,  is  a  turn-table  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  handle  a  pair  of  driving 
wheels  or  a  push-car  loaded  with  heavy 
castings.  This  in  order  to  permit  the 
wheels  being  taken  in  either  direction 
from  the  shop. 

The  main  shafting  is  4#  inches  in  di- 
ameter, in  three  sections,  and  so  arranged 
by  means  of  clutches  that  any  one  length 
can  be  operated  independently,  or  all  of 
them  can  be  operated  at  the  same  time. 
This  shafting  is  supported  to  a  10  inch 
channel  resting  on  the  bottom  cords  of 
the  trusses,  each  of  the  cords  being  capa- 
ble of  sustaining  seven  tons  at  any  point 
without  deflection.  Thus  it  will  be 
noticed  that  there  is  very  little  chance  for 
the  shafting  to  get  out  of  alignment, 
which  is  usually  the  case  when  hung  to 
timbers.  And  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice, 
which  speaks  well  for  Mr.  Humphrey  and 
his  assistants,  that  the  first  time  the  en- 
gines were  set  in  motion  there  was  not 
the  slightest  trouble  with  either  the  line 
or  counter  shafting,  or  in  fact  anything 
that  would  prevent  them  from  running 
continuously. 

It  is  the  intention  to  run  the  machinery 
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in  the  machine  shop  with  one  of  the 
stationary  engines,  bnt  in  case  of  a  break- 
down of  any  kind  the  machinery  can  be 
ran  by  means  of  a  motor  which  is  situated 
in  the  tool  room. 

The  tool  room,  which  by- the- way  is  a 
pet  hobby  of  Mr.  Humphrey's,  is  situated 
about  the  center  of  the  machine  shop  and 
is  equipped  with  every  tool  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  hand  tools  as  well  as 
the  manufacture  of  new  ones.  Space  will 
not  permit  me  to  go  into  details  as  to  the 
kind  and  size  of  power  and  hand  tools. 
Suffice  it  to  say  there  is  not  a  tool  in  the 
entire  plant  which  is  not  absolutely  new, 
including  the  pneumatic  tools  which  were 
furnished  by  the  Chicago  Pneumatic  Tool 
Co. 

Next  to  this  is  the  division  master  me- 
chanic's and  block  office,  through  which 
all  employes  must  pass  going  to  and  from 
their  work,  so  as  to  be  checked  in  and 
out  by  the  time-keeper.  Adjoining  this 
is  the  lavatory,  the  equal  of  which  can- 
not be  found  in  the  west,  and  I  question 
if  it  can  be  found  in  any  shop  in  the  east. 
The  facts  are  there  are  very  few  hotels 
that  are  equipped  any  better. 

The  sixty  feet  allotted  to  the  boiler  shop 
is  equipped  with  power  punch  and  shears, 
rolls,  boiler  sheet  planer,  in  fact  every 
tool  necessary  for  a  boiler  shop.  There 
are  placed  on  the  same  side  as  the 
machinery,  in  the  machine  shop.  On 
the  opposite  side  are  three  pits  for 
heavy  boiler  work.  There  are  ten  pits  in 
the  machine  shop  and  three  in  the  boiler 
shop,  over  which  are  two  electric  travel- 
ing cranes,  having  a  capacity  of  25  and  75 
tons  respectively.  These  are  of  sufficient 
height  to  permit  of  a  boiler  being  raised  and 
carried  over  the  top  of  adother  to  any  pit 
desired.  The  shops  are  splendid ly  lighted 
and  ventilated,  and  for  night  work  there 
will  be  no  occasion  to  use  a  torch  any 
place,  for  provision  has  been  made,  in 
addition  to  the  arc  lights  and  those  over 
each  machine,  for  not  less  than  a  dozen 
incandescent  lamps  in  each  pit,  and  to 
insure  them  not  being  in  the  way  and 
broken  when  not  in  use,  the  wires  have 
been  set  in  the  pit  timbers  and  carried  to 
about  the  center  of  the  pit,  where  boxes 
are  provided  to  place  the  lamps  in  when 
not  in  use.  The  doors  in  the  machine 
shop  are  the  sliding,  raising  system  and 


well  counterbalanced.  Any  shop  man  will 
see  the  advantage.of  this  kind  over  the 
swinging  system,  for  the  reason  that  em- 
ployes will  occasionally  leave  them  un- 
fastened and  as  a  result  the  wind  blows 
them  either  open  or  closed,  as  the  case 
might  be,  and  on  account  of  their  enor- 
mous weight  not  only  the  glass  is  broken 
but  the  door  and  frame  also. 

One  thing  which  is  quite  novel  and 
worthy  of  notice,  is  the  floor.  Instead  of 
being  the  usual  plank  floor  with  spikes 
sticking  up  all  over  it,  it  is  cement.  This 
style  of  floor  is  not  only  easily  kept  clean, 
but  in  case  of  a  break  in  it  by  reason  of 
some  heavy  weight  being  dropped  or  some- 
thing of  this  sort,  a  common  laborer  can 
repair  it. 

The  blacksmith  shop  is  125  feet  by  57 
feet  5  inches.  This  shop  is  equipped  with 
the  machines  usually  found  in  a  modern 
blacksmith  shop,  such  as  a  bolt  heading 
machine,  bulldozer,  steam  hammers,  etc. 
Two  of  the  latter  are  4,000  and  1,500 
pounds  respectively.  There  are  also 
eighteen  down-draft  Sturtevant  forges. 
This  system  is  so  complete  that  when  all 
the  forges  are  running  full  blast  there  is 
no  more  smoke  in  the  blacksmith  shop 
than  there  is  in  the  machine  shop. 

In  order  to  utilize  all  the  heat  possible, 
Mr.  Humphrey  has  placed  a  locomotive 
boiler  on  top  of  the  scrap  furnace,  which 
supplies  steam  for  the  hammers. 

Adjoining  the  blacksmith  shop  is  the 
power  house,  which  is  60x80  feet.  In  this 
room  there  are  three  magnificent  Allis- 
Corliss  engines  of  250,  150  and  125  h.  p. 
respectively,  and  three  dynamos  manu- 
factured by  the  Western  Electric  Co.,  each 
having  a  capacity  of  85  kw.  by  which  the 
entire  plant  and  yards  are  lighted,  and 
lighted  well,  too,  and  still  have  ample 
power  reserved  to  ran  the  machinery  in 
case  of  a  break-down  of  the  engine  or 
belt.  The  switchboard  also  is  an  orna- 
ment to  this  room.  It  is  6x8  feet,  marble 
slabs,  with  the  switches,  volt  meters,  etc., 
so  arranged  as  to  give  it  a  splendid  ap- 
pearance. The  exhaust  steam  from  the 
engines  is  conducted  to  a  condenser 
located  near  the  boiler  room,  where  it  is 
used  to  heat  the  feed  water  for  the  boilers. 
There  are  also  in  the  engine  room  two 
Rand  straight  line  compressors  of  600 
cubic  feet  capacity  each.p 
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The  transfer  table  is  situated  between 
the  machine  and  car  shops  and  extends 
the  entire  length  of  the  shops  and  to  the 
store  house  platform,  so  that  engines  and 
cars  can  be  handled  from  one  shop  to  the 
other  and  heavy  weights,  such  as  cylin- 
ders, frames,  etc.,  can  be  handled  easily 
between  the  store  house  and  shops.  This 
table  is  manufactured  by  G.  P.  Nichols  & 
Bro.  of  Chicago,  is  operated  by  electricity 
and  travels  at  the  rate  of  175  feet  per  min- 
ute when  loaded  with  a  120  ton  engine;  it 
is  readily  stopped  and  locked  at  any  de- 
sired point .  The  m  achinery  for  operating 
this  table  is  located  inside  of  a  small  cab, 
which  protects  it  and  the  operator  from 
the  weather.  This  table  is  a  wonderful 
structure  and  reflects  great  credit  on  its 
builders. 

Next  we  come  to  the  boiler  room,  which 
is  adjoining  the  car  shop.  This  room  is 
110  feet  square  and  contains  four  return 
tubular  boilers  of  150  h.  p.  each.  Adjoin- 
ing this  is  another  check  room,  through 
which  all  the  men  employed  in  the  wood- 
working department  must  pass  in  order 
to  have  the  time-keeper  to  check  the  men 
in  and  out;  and  adjoining  this  again  is.  an- 
other lavatory,  of  the  same  size  and  finish 
as  that  in  the  machine  shop. 

The  saw  mill  is  243  feet  by  50  feet,  2  in- 
ches. On  one  side  of  this  shop  the  wood- 
working machines  will  be  placed  and  ar- 
ranged, commencing  with  the  cut-off  saw, 
so  that  the  material  will  be  finished  and 
ready  to  be  taken  to  the  car  shop  or  repair 
yard,  or  wherever  it  is  needed  by  the  time 
it  reaches  the  other  end  of  the  mill.  Ar- 
rangements have  been  made  by  the  means 
of  overhead  cranes  to  handle  this  material 
to  any  point  in  the  car  shop  where  needed, 
and  that  which  is  required  in  the  repair 
yard  can  be  handled  back  through  the 
mill  by  means  of  narrow  gauge  push-cars, 
the  tracks  for  which  will  extend  through- 
out the  entire  repair  yards.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  mill  will  be  placed  metal  work- 
ing machines  for  getting  out  material  for 
the  repair  of  cars,  such  as  boring  mills, 


wheel,  press,  nut  tapping  machines,  etc. 
This  in  order  to  Telieve  the  machine  shop 
from  this  class  of  work. 

All  the  machinery  in  these  shops  will  be 
operated  by  electric  motors,  so  that  the 
usual  line  shafting,  belting,  etc.,— parti- 
cularly the  "etc.",  which  means  oil  drop- 
ping over  the  men  and  overseers,  as  well 
as  the  continual  breaking  of  the  belts, — 
will  be  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  This 
floor  is  also  cement  and  altogether  is  a 
fine  looking  mill. 

The  car  shop  is  178  feet,  3  inches  by  110 
feet  and  has  eight  tracks.  The  paint 
shop  is  161  feet  by  48  and  has  two  tracks. 
This  building  will  be  two  stories.  On  the 
top  story  all  the  scrubbing  and  varnishing 
will  be  done  on  light  work,  such  as  doors, 
sash,  etc.,  which  will  be  conveyed  to  and 
from  the  top  story  by  means  of  a  pneu- 
matic elevator.  At  this  point  it  will  be  in 
order  to  say  that  the  entire  plant,  includ- 
ing the  superintendent  of  motive  power's 
office  and  round  house,  is  heated  by  the 
Sturtevant  hot  air  system,  which  I  am 
told  is  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

The  oil  house,  store  house  and  material 
yards  are  so  situated  that  they  can  be 
reached  easily  with  material  for  stock  and 
in  turn  from  these  locations  to  the  shops. 

As  a  rule  when  railroad  companies  move 
into  larger  and  snore  commodious  shops 
on  account  of  the  increase  of  business,  the 
old  tools  are  taken  with  them.  In  this 
case  the  company  completely  abandoned 
their  old  quarters,  not  taking  a  tool  of 
any  description  with  them,  so  that  Mr. 
Humphrey  not  only  starts  in  with  new 
buildings  and  yards,  but  with  new  tools 
also,  from  the  large  wheel  lathe  down  to 
the  smallest  hand  tool  used  in  the  tool 
room. 

Nothing  short  of  deep  thought  and 
months  of  hard  labor  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Dyer,  general  superintendent,  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey, superintendent  of  motive  power, 
and  Mr.  Cowan,  chief  engineer,  could  have 
brought  about  such  satisfactory  results, 
and  great  credit  is  due  to  these  gentlemen. 


We  live  in  deeds,  not  years:  in  thoughts,  not  breaths; 
In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial. 
We  should  count  time  by  heart  throbs.   He  most  lives. 
Who  thinks  most,  feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best. 
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DESIRED  LEGISLATION 


The  following  bill  was  introduced  in 
the  Senate  by  Senator  Thurston  of  Ne- 
braska and  was  known  as  Senate  bill 
4233: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
no  agreement,  combination,  or  contract 
by  pr  between  two  or  more  persons  to  do 
or  procure  to  be  done,  or  not  to  do  or 
procure  not  to  be  done,  any  act  in  con- 
templation or  furtherance  of  any  trade 
dispute  between  employers  and  em- 
ployes in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  in 
any  territory  of  the  United  States,  or 
who  may  be  engaged  in  trade  or  com- 
merce between  any  territory  and  another, 
or  between  any  territory  or  territories 
and  any  state  or  states  or  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  with  foreign  nations,  or  be- 
tween the  District  of  Columbia  and  any 
state  or  states  or  foreign  nations,  shall  be 
deemed  criminal,  nor  shall  those  engaged 
therein  be  indictable  or  otherwise  pun- 
ishable for  the  crime  of  conspiracy,  if 
such  act  committed  by  one  person  would 
not  be  punishable  as  a  crime,  nor  shall 
such  agreement,  combination,  or  con- 
tract be  considered  as  in  restraint  of 
trade  or  commerce,  nor  shall  any  res- 
training order  or  injunction  be  issued 
with  relation  thereto.  Nothing  in  this 
act  shall  exempt  from  punishment,  other- 
wise than  as  herein  excepted,  any  persons 
guilty  of  conspiracy  for  which  punish- 
ment is  now  provided  by  any  act  of  Con- 
gress, but  such  act  of  Congress  shall,  as 
to  the  agreements,  combinations,  and 
contracts  hereinbefore  referred  to,  be 
construed  as  if  this  act  were  therein 
contained. 

It  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary  and  was  reported  back  from 


that  committee  without  amendment.  The 
same  bill  was  introduced  in  the  House  by 
Mr.  Ridgeley  of  Kansas,  is  known  as 
House  Bill  8917,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  who  reported  it 
back  to  the  House  with  the  amendments 
noted  in  their  report,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to 
whom  was  referred  House  bill  8917,  report 
it  back  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
bill  pass  with  two  amendments. 

It  is  a  bill  to  define  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "conspiracy"  and  to  regulate  the 
use  of  restraining  orders  and  injunctions. 
After  specifying  what  shall  not  be  held  to 
be  a  conspiracy,  this  independent  propo- 
sition appears  in  lines  five  and  six  on 
page  two  ol  the  bill: 

"Nor  shall  such  agreement,  combi- 
nation, or  contract  be  considered  as  in 
restraint  of  trade  or  commerce." 

The  first  amendment  of  the  committee 
strikes  out  the  language  above  quoted. 
The  only  statute  of  the  United  States 
that  prohibits  contracts  and  agreements 
in  restraint  of  trade  and  commerce,  is  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  act,  approved  July  2, 
1890. 

That  statute  makes  such  contracts  and 
agreements  criminal  and  imposes  upon 
the  parties  making  them  penalties  of  fine 
and  imprisonment.  It  makes  no  dis- 
crimination between  classes  or  individu- 
als. In  its  application  it  is  not  a  re- 
specter of  persons.  It  does  not  select,  as 
it  ought  not,  persons  engaged  in  any 
particular  business  or  occupation,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  other  kinds  of  business 
or  occupation,  as  subject  to  its  penalties. 
It  operates  equally  and  alike  upon  all.  If 
the  results  legislated  against  are  properly 
the  subject  of  criminal  legislation,  all 
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agencies  through  which  such  criminal 
results  are  produced,  must  be  equally 
within  the  penal  provisions  of  the  act,  as 
otherwise  the  restraint  of  trade  and  com- 
merce could  not  be  effectually  prevented. 
If  the  result  is  injurious,  all  acts  pro- 
ducing the  result  should  be  under  the 
ban  of  the  statute. 

It  is  certainly  conceivable  that  acts 
may  be  done  in  "contemplation  or  further- 
ance of  any  trade  dispute  between  em- 
ployers and  employes' f  that  would  not  be 
"in  restraint  of  trade  or  commerce,"  and 
it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  acts  might  be 
specially  directed  to  or  necessarily  in- 
volve the  "restraint  of  trade  or  com- 
merce" for  the  purpose  of  furthering  such 
dispute.  It  can  hardly  be  insisted  that  a 
set  of  acts  done  to  accomplish  a  particular 
purpose,  and  which  as  a  part  thereof 
necessarily  restrain  trade  or  commerce, 
should  be  held  innocent  and  harmless 
when  intended  to  produce  results  de- 
nounced as  criminal,  while  other  acts  of 
the  same  general  character,  not  involving 
this  particular  purpose,  but  producing 
the  same  result,  should  be  held  criminal. 

No  reason  is  perceived  why  the  law 
should  discriminate  as  to  the  purpose  for 
which  trade  or  commerce  should  be  re- 
strained. We  do  not  think  it  proper  to 
discriminate  between  the  classes  of  per- 
sons, or  the  acts  in  which  they  may  be 
engaged  when  such  acts  equally  tend  to 
and  bring  about  the  same  criminal  result. 
It  is  not  within  the  proper  province  of 
the  lawmaking  power  to  make  fish  of  one 
and  fowl  of  another.  A  state  with  its 
recognized  powers  of  soverignty  is  impo- 
tent to  obstruct  interstate  commerce,  but 
this  bill  without  amendment  would  in 
effect  authorize  persons  engaged  in  the 
furtherance  of  a  trade  dispute,  employers 
and  employes,  to  make  contracts  and 
agreements,  do  acts  that  would  obstruct 
interstate  commerce,  and  thus  exercise 
powers  not  possessed  by  a  soverign  state. 

We  can  not  feel  that  the  proponents  of 
the  bill  would  desire  this  result.  With 
the  language  struck  out,  as  proposed  by 
the  amendment,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
language  of  the  bill  is  sweeping  and  far- 
reaching,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  say 
just  how  far  the  court  would  go  in  hold- 
ing under  it  that  parties  to  combinations 
between  employers  or  employes  for  the 
furtherance  of  a  trade  dispute,  would  be 
excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  Sher- 
man anti-trust  act.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  its  operation  will  prove  to  be  more 
extensive  than  is  contemplated  by  con- 
servative judgment  When  the  friends  of 
the  bill  have  the  full  benefit  of  such  ex- 
tremely general  language,  with  its  in- 
herent possibilities  of  judicial  construct- 
ion, it  would  appear  to  be  as  far  as  they 
ought  to  ask  the  legislative  power  go. 

The  second  amendment  which  is  recom- 
mended is  the  addition  of  the  following 
proviso  after  the  word  "thereto,"  at  the 


end  of  the  seventh  line  in  the  second 
page,  viz: 

'•Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  not  apply  to  threats  to  injure 
the  person  or  the  property,  business,  or 
occupation  of  any  person,  firm,  associa- 
tion, or  corporation,  to  intimidation  or 
coercion,  or  to  any  acts  causing  or  in- 
tended to  cause  an  illegal  interference, 
by  overt  acts,  with  the  rights  of  others." 

The  bill  provides  that  ,Yany  act  in  con- 
templation or  furtherance  of  any  trade 
dispute  between  employers  and  employes" 
shall  not  "be  deemed  criminal,  nor  shall 
those  engaged  therein  be  indictable  or 
otherwise  punishable  for  the  crime  of 
conspiracy,  if  such  act  committed  by  one 
person  would  not  be  punishable  as  a 
crime,  nor  shall  any  restraining  order  or 
injunction  be  issued  with  relation  there- 
to." 

This  bill,  as  it  reads,  without  amend- 
ment, would  authorize,  a  large  number  of 
persons  engaged  in  the  "furtherance  of  a 
trade  dispute"  to  orally  threaten  personal 
violence  and  injury  to  persons,  property, 
business,  and  occupations— to  intimidate 
and  coerce  by  oral  threats— as  such  an 
act,  when  committed  by  one  person,  is 
not  punishable  as  a  crime.  The  only 
remedy  for  a  threat  to  do  personal  injury 
in  nearly  every  state  jurisdiction,  is  a 
proceeding  to  place  the  party  making  the 
threat  under  bonds  to  keep  the  peace, 
and  thus  prevent  the  commission  of  an 
act  that  would  "be  punishable  as  a 
crime."  If  such  threat  is  ever  punishable 
as  a  crime,  it  is  an  exception  to  which 
our  attention  has  not  been  called,  and 
certainly  is  not  the  rule.  This  being  the 
case,  the  bill  would  certainly  authorize  a 
combination  of  any  size  to  orally  threaten 
injury— to  intimidate  and  coerce  by  oral 
threats — acts  which  we  assume  no  one 
would  desire  to  have  permitted,  much 
less  authorized,  by  the  provision  of  any 
public  statute.  We  have  been  advised  by 
some  of  those  urging  its  passage  that 
such  a  result  was  neither  desirable  or 
desired. 

The  bill  was  evidently  drawn  under  the 
misapprehension  that  oral  threats  to  in- 
jure, as  aforesaid,  wfre  "punishable  as  a 
crime."  The  object  spuafct  to  be  obtained 
by  this  act,  as  we  understand  it,  is  to 
prohibit  the  punishment  of  combinations, 
organized  to  do  or  doing  acts  that  would 
be  lawful  and  proper  if  done  by  an  in- 
dividual, and  to  prohibit  the  use  of  in- 
junctions to  restrain  the  doing  of  such 
acts  by  any  combination,  acts  which  are 
not  intended  to  and  do  not  injure  persons 
or  property.  We  do  not  understand  that 
anyone  seriously  contends  that  authority 
should  be  given,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, by  a  public  statute  to  any  com- 
bination to  orally  threaten  injury  to  per- 
sons or  property/business  or  occupations, 
or  intimidate  or  coerce  by  such  threats, 
or  to  interfere  with  the  legal  rights  of 
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others,  or  that  the  court  should  be  pro- 
hibited from  restraining  such  acts.  It  is 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  an 
undesired  and  unwarrantable  operation 
of  the  act  and  confining  it  to  what  its 
friends  admit  to  be  its  legitimate  scope 
that  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  tne 
second  amendment. 

The  bill  is  therefore  reported  back  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  pass  when 
amended  as  follows: 

Page  2,  from  lines  five  and  six  strike  out 
the  following:  "nor  shall  such  agreement, 
combination,  or  contract  be  considered  as 
in  restraint  of  trade  or  commerce." 

Page  two,  at  the  end  of  line  7,  after  the 
wora"  thereto,"  insert  the  following: 

"Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  not  apply  to  threats  to  injure 
the  person  or  the  property,  business,  or 
occupation  of  any  person,  firm,  associa- 
tion, or  corporation,  to  intimidation  or 
coercion,  or  any  acts  causing  or  intended 
to  cause  an  illegal  interference,  by  overt 
acts,  with  the  rights  of  others." 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee in  the  House,  striking  out  the 
words,  "nor  shall  such  agreement,  com- 
bination or  contract  be  considered  as  in 
restraint  of  trade  or  commerce,"  would 
be  a  tacit  admission  that  labor  organi- 
zations come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Sherman  Anti-Trust  act,  approved  July 
2nd,  1890.  We  do  not  believe  that  the 
framers  of  that  act  or  those  who  assisted 
in  placing  it  upon  the  statute  books  ever 
intended  that  it  should  apply  in  any 
manner  to  organizations  of  working  men. 
On  the  contrary,  we  believe  they  were 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  enact  legislation 
intended  to  benefit  the  working  masses 
and  to  afford  some  degree  of  relief  from 
oppression  which  the  working  masses 
felt  on  account  of  the  acts  of  some  of  the 
trusts.  If  the  employes  of  any  railroad 
should,  in  defence  of  their  rights,  retire 
in  concert  from  the  employ  of  that  com- 
pany, it  might  easily  be,  and  probably 
would  be,  that  there  would  be  some  in- 
terruption in  trade  and  commerce  in  so 
far  as  that  railroad  was  concerned,  but 
the  employes  would  simply  be  acting 
within  the  rights  conferred  upon  them 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  it  is  certainly  not  consistent,  and  we 
believe  that  it  is  not  within  the  limits  of 
the  desires  of  the  American  people  that 
they  should  be  punishable  for  exercising 
that  right.  It  is  probably  true,  as  noted 
by  the  House  committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, that  the  state  is  important  to  ob- 


struct inter  state  commerce,  that 
the  state  is  not  an  individual  citizen 
guaranteed  by  the  constitution  that  he  will 
not  be  required  to  submit  to  involuntary 
servitude  except  as  a  punishment  for 
crime.  The  friends  of  the  bill  do  not  de- 
sire any  opportunity  or  license  to  inter- 
rupt interstate  traffic  or  to  place  any 
restraint  upon  trade  or  commerce.  They 
do  desire  that  tne  inalienable  rights 
guaranteed  to  them  should  not  be  car- 
tailed  or  taken  away  by  interpretations 
placed  upon  acts  of  legislative  bodies 
which  are  foreign  to  the  intent  of  the 
framers  and  makers  of  the  law,  and 
which  operate  to  nullify  the  guarantees 
afforded  by  the  constitution. 

The  second  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
•inserting  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  the 
seventh  line  on  the  second  page,  quoted 
in  their  report,  seems  to  be  based  in  the 
belief  that  the  act  is  intended  to  give 
legal  license  to  the  commission  of  illegal 
or  unlawful  practices.  We  do  not  pre- 
tend to  know  all  about  the  law  but  we 
have  a  general  understanding  that  the 
law  as  represented  in  the  police  powers 
of  the  state  or  of  the  government  is  in- 
tended to  give  every  citizen  peaceable 
opportunity  to  "enjoy  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness."  The  friends  of 
this  proposed  act  do  not  desire  that  any 
construction  shall  ever  be  placed  upon  it, 
giving  them  the  right  or  authority  to  in- 
dulge in  threats  to  injure  the  person  or 
property  or  business  of  any  other  per- 
sons. They  do  not  seek  permission  to 
indulge  in  intimidation  or  coercion.  They 
simply  seek  to  prevent  having  applied  to 
them  constructions  placed  upon  their 
acts  which  would  materially  abridge 
their  guaranteed  liberties. 

The  president  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant railroad  systems  in  the  United 
States  said  in  a  public  letter  recently 
addressed  to  the  National  Civic  Federa- 
tion : 

"I  am  free  to  admit  that  were  the  strike 
impossible,  there  are  railroad  managers 
who  would  seek  advantages  for  them- 
selves by  unjust  treatment  of  their  em- 
ployes. So  long  as  the  strike  is  possible, 
it  is  a  check  on  such  a  disposition." 

Railroad  employes  do  not  entertain, 
and  have  not  shown  a  disposition  to  en- 
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gage  in  strikes  except  in  resentment  of 
acts  of  some  officials  entertaining  the 
disposition  referred  to  above.  They  do 
desire  to  preserve  their  right  to  strike  if 
it  becomes  necessary  and  they  want  the 
opportunity  to  exercise  that  right  without 
interference  by  the  courts.  If  any  in- 
dividual commits  unlawful  acts,  he  is 
amenable  under  the  law  as  an  individual 
citizen  for  his  act  and  should  be  pun- 
ished as  an  individual  for  the  same.  It 
is  neither  right  nor.  reasonable  to  place 
restraint  upon  large  numbers  or  upon 
the  working  masses  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching,  or  preventing  the  acts  of  some 
extreme  or  radical  individual. 

The  bill  as  originally  presented  would, 
we  believe,  be  valuable  legislation  for  the 
railroad  employes  and  for  working  men 
generally.  It  is  advisable  that  all  should 
interest  themselves  in  securing  its  pass- 
age as  originally  presented,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  and  the 
friends  of  working  people  generally  will 
write  to  the  senators  and  representatives 
from  their  state  and  districts,  urging 
them  to  support  the  bill  as  originally  pre- 
sented and  oppose  the  amendments 
offered  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary in  the  House. 

The  following  act,  known  as  House 
Bill  .10302,  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  present  congress  June 
7,  1900,  and  is  now  before  the  Committee 
on  Interstate  Commerce  of  the  senate: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
there  be  added  to  the  Act  entitled  "An 
Act  to  promote  the  safety  of  employes 
and  travelers  upon  railroads  by  compell- 
ing common  carriers  engaged  in  inter- 
state commerce  to  equip  their  cars  with 
automatic  couplers  and  continuous  brakes 
and  their  locomotives  with  driving-wheel 
brakes,  and  for  other  purposes,"  ap- 
proved March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-three,  the  following: 

"Section  9.  That  where  any  collision 
of  trains,  where  one  of  the  trains  is  a 
passenger  train,  shall  occur  on  a  railroad 
of  any  common  carrier  engaged  in  inter- 
state commerce  by  railroad,  or  where  -any 
passenger  train,  or  any  part  of  a  passen- 
ger train,  accidentally  leaves  the  rails  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent 
or  other  officer  in  charge  of  the  move- 
ment of  trains  on  the  division  of  said 
road  on  which  the  accident  occurred  to 
immediately  institute  an  investigation 
into  the  causes  of  such  accident  and 


transmit  a  report  under  oath  to  the  gen- 
eral manager  or  general  superintendent 
of  the  road,  showing  the  nature  and 
causes  thereof,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  general  manager  or  general  super- 
intendent to  transmit  such  report  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  at  their 
office  at  Washington,  District  of  Colum- 
bia. It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  any  such 
common  carrier  to  make  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  a  monthly  report 
under  oath  of  all  accidents  which  may 
occur  to  its  passengers  or  employes, 
whether  attended  with  loss  of  life  or  per- 
sonal injury,  and  such  report  shall  state 
the  causes  and  circumstances  connected 
therewith.  That  any  common  carrier  fail- 
ing to  make  such  report  within  thirty 
days  after  the  end  of  any  month,  or  fail- 
ing to  make  report  of  any  collision  or 
cars  leaving  the  rails  accidentally,  as 
herein  required,  within  thirty  days  after 
the  occurrence  of  such  accident,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and, 
upon  conviction  thereof  by  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  not  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  for  each  and  every  offense  and 
for  every  day  during  which  it  shall  fail  to 
make  such  report  after  the  time  herein 
specified  for  making  the  same.  The  fail- 
ure of  the  superintendent  or  other  officer 
in  charge  of  the  movement  of  trains  as 
aforesaid  to  make  report  to  the  general 
manager  or  general  superintendent,  or  of 
said  general  manager  or  general  superin- 
tendent to  make  report  to  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  as  herein  re- 
quired, shall  be  deemed  the  offense  of  the 
carrier  as  well  as  of  such  officer  himself: 
Provided,  That  neither  said  report  nor 
any  part  thereof  shall  be  admitted  as 
evidence  or  used  for  any  purpose  against 
such  railroad  so  making  such  report  in 
any  suit  or  action  for  damages  growing 
out  of  any  matter  mentioned  in  said  re- 
port. 

"Sec.  10.  That  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  is  authorized  to  pre- 
scribe for  such  common  carriers  a  method 
and  form  for  making  the  reports  in  the 
foregoing  section  provided." 

Passea  the  House  of  Representatives 
June  7,  1900. 

Attest:  A.  McDowell,  Clerk. 

The  provisions  of  the  bill  are  very 
strongly  urged  by  the  members  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  reasonable  op- 
portunity for  railroad  companies  to  object 
to  it  beyond  the  fact  that  it  makes  a  little 
more  clerical  work.  Publicity  given  to 
the  true  facts  surrounding  the  employ- 
ment of  railroad  employes  led  to  the 
passage  of  the  Safety  Appliance  Act;  and 
this  amendment  to  the  act  seeks  to  give 
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the  widest  possible  publicity  to  the  true 
facts  surrounding  railroad  accidents. 
The  provision  that  "Neither  said  report 
nor  any  part  thereof  shall  be  admitted  as 
evidence  or  used  for  any  purpose  against 
such  railroad  so  making  such  report  in 
any  suit  or  action  for  damages  growing 
out  of  any  matter  mentioned  in  said  re- 
port," seems  to  clearly  remove  the  only 
opportunity  there  could  be  for  objecting  to 
making  these  reports.  This  bill,  as  well  as 
the  one  regarding  conspiracy,  has  the  full 
endorsement  of  the  railroad  organiza- 


tions and  both  are  being  supported  by 
their  representative  in  Washington.  It 
is  desired  that  all  the  influence  possible 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  senators  to 
induce  them  to  support  this.  It  may  be 
here  remarked  that  the  best  influence 
that  can  be  exerted  in  that  direction  is 
the  voice  from  the  home  state  or  district. 
It  is  hoped  that  members  generally  will 
interest  themselves  in  letting  their  sena- 
tors and  representatives  know  what  their 
wishes  are  in  these  connections. 


nODBRN  EDUCATION. 


Perhaps  no  one  subject  is  worthy  of  so 
careful  consideration  nor  is  a  matter  of 
so  deep  concern  to  the  average  conductor 
as  that  of  securing  such  educational  ad- 
vantages for  his  children  as  will  best  fit 
them  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
life  and  make  them  capable  of  holding 
their  own  in  the  struggle  for  supremacy 
which  seems  to  be  the  modern  goal. 
Education  like  the  human  body  in  some 
respects,  consists  of  a  constant  breaking 
down  and  building  up  of  the  material 
which  composes  it,  yet  constantly  enlarg- 
ing or  expanding,  adding  to  its  develop- 
ment atom  by  atom,  changing  its  dress 
yet  rarely  destroying  the  form  or  prin- 
ciple upon  which  it  rested.  The  student 
of  today  has  no  conception  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  "Rule  of  Three,"  the  profici- 
ency in  which  once  marked  an  advanced 
state  in  mathematics  among  higher  grade 
students;  but  every  boy  in  our  grammar 
schools  of  today  will  readily  solve  all  the 
problems  arising  in  simple  and  compound 
proportion.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
principles  that  once  constituted  an  ad- 
vanced milestone  in  the  journey  toward 
education  are  now  reached  early  in  life 
and  constitute,  we  might  say,  but  one  of 
the  fundamental  principles  upon  which 
broader  problems  are  solved. 

To  illustrate  more  fuliy  the  advance- 
ment and  necessity  of  modern  education 
we  produce  herewith,  in  part,  the  report 
of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  relating  to  manual  train- 
ing and  industrial  education  in  public 
schools.   It  appeals  to  our  mind  as  the 


only  correct  method  of  training  and  in  a 
figurative  sense  teaches  the  use  of  tools 
that,  after  all,  constitutes  real  education: 

The  idea  that  it  is  a  public  function  to 
teach  a  child  to  do  something  as  well  as 
to  know  something,  is  modern.  The 
Greeks,  from  whom  we  have  derived  too 
much,  perhaps,  of  our  educational  meth- 
ods, disapproved  it  entirely.  Plato  be- 
lieved that  "all  the  useful  arts  are  de- 
grading;" and  Aristotle  seems  to  have 
agreed  with  him.  Only  slaves  were  sup- 
posed to  do  things;  respectable  people 
and  free  citizens  must  be  instructed  only 
in  abstract  philosophy,  rhetorical  finish, 
music,  and  calesthemcs.  Even  penman- 
ship was  too  coarse,— smacked  too  much 
of  the  plebian,— to  suit  the  fastidiousness 
of  the  Greeks,  for  it  must  be  done  with 
the  hand  and  not  alone  with  the  mind. 
Plato  says,  "it  is  only  necessary  so  far  as 
to  be  able  to  write  or  read;  to  write  fast 
or  elegantly  must  not  be  attempted  with- 
in the  range  of  ordinary  education." 
"Indeed,  as  slaves  did  all  the  copying 
work,  and  as  published  books  were  al- 
ways in  their  handwriting,  there  may 
have  been  the  same  sort  of  prejudice 
against  a  very  good,  clear,  hand  which 
many  people  now  feel  against  an  office 
hand;  *  but,  a  course  of  ten  years  was 

grescribed    to  round  off  and  properly 
nish  the  studied  sentences  of  would-be 
orators. 

With  the  advent  of  Lord  Bacon,  and  his 
influence  upon  educational  ideas,  came 
the  theory  that  the  ultimate,  legitimate 
purpose  of  thought  is  action;  upon  which 
theory  all  that  is  termed  "The  new  edu- 
cation" is  based.  Realizing,  what  it 
ought  never  to  have  been  difficult  to  see, 
that  human  progress  is  along  the  line  of 
material  development  rather  than  meta- 
physical speculations.   Bacon  said  that 

•J.  P.  Mahaffey.  "Old  Greek  Education."  p.  52. 
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Alexander,  who  is  now  residing  at  Fort  Smith. 
Texas.  Glad  ta  know  health  and  orosperity  are  on 
their  way:  would  be  pleased  to  have  them  with  as 
again.  Go  and  come,  such  is  railroad  life.  We  like 
the  ring  ef  the  Chattanooga  letter  on  Insurance  in 
November  Conductor.  I  wish  to  urge  every 
agent  to  do  their  best  on  this  line. 

A  right  to  tread  so  softly,  beside  the  couch  of 
pain:  to  smooth  with  gentle  fingers,  the  tangled 
locks  again:  to  watch  beside  the  dying  in  wee 
small  hours  of  nigbt.  and  breath  a  consecrated 
prayer  when  the  spirit  takes  its  flight. 

A  right  to  cheer  the  weary  on  the  battle  fields  of 
life:  to  give  the  word  of  sympathy  amid  the  toil 
and  strife:  to  lift  the  burden  gently  from  sore  and 
tired  hearts,  and  never  weary  of  the  task,  'till 
gloomy  care  departs. 

A  right  to  be  a  woman  in  truest  woman's  work- 
if  life  should  be  a  hard  one.  no  duty  ever  shirk:  a 
right  to  show  to  others  how  strong  a  woman  grows 
when  skies  are  dark  and  lowering,  and  life  bears 
not  a  rose. 

A  right  to  love  one  truly,  and  be  loved  back 
again:  a  right  to  share  his  fortunes  through  sun- 
light and  through,  rain:  a  right  to  be  protected 
from  life's  most  cruel  blight  by  manly  love  and 
courage— sure  these  are  Woman's  rights. 

Parsons.  Kans.  N.M.Brown.  • 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Looking  over  The  Conductor  I  never  read  any- 
thing in  regard  to  Division  370.  As  I  am  a 
Brother's  wife.  I  will  say  that  370  is  alive  and  pros- 
pering. The  Secretary.  Brother  W.  Endy.  who 
is  yardmaster  at  Northrop  Avenue  is  kept  busy 
making  up  trains  for  the  double  headers  to  take 
out  Past  Chief  Conductor  Warfield  is  kept  busy 
also  trying  to  make  time  with  the  double  headers 
along  with  the  other  Brothers.  The  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  were  elected  and  installed  De- 
cember 9th.  After  the  installing  ceremonies,  the 
Brothers  partook  of  a  banquet  furnished  by 
Brother  Wanehearst.  who  has  changed  his  occu- 
pation from  railroading  to  caterer,  which  he  can 
do  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  members  of  370.  who. 
like  all  railroad  men  know  what  is  o.  k.  The  Di- 
vision is  to  be  represented  by  Brother  Clark  at  the 
meeting  of  the  28th  Grand  Division.  A  communi- 
cation dated  the  23rd.  received  by  Division  370 
from  Division  122  inviting  the  Brothers  with  wives 
and  sweethearts  to  a  public  installation,  banquet 
and  entertainment  held  December  30.  A  fewof  the 
Brothers  with  wives  accepted  and  enjoyed  it:  those 
who  did  not  go  will  regret  it.  for  it  will  go  on  rec- 
ord as  one  of  the  good  times  of  122.  which  have 
been  many.  It  came  to  an  end  as  all  good  times 
do-all  shake  hands  and  off  to  catch  the  train  for 
home  hoping  to  meet  again.  It  was  at  Brother  W. 
J.  Coyne's  suggestion  that  the  wives  and  sweet- 
hearts were  invited.  The  ladies  hope  he  will  al- 
ways be  on  the  committee  so  as  to  meet 
with  the  Brothers.  The  Providence  Brothers 
have  been  to  Boston  too  many  times  alone  and  en- 
joyed all  the  "goodies."  Some  of  them  get  lost 
when  they  go  alone.  (I  hear  an  echo:  one  Brother 
says  do  not  invite  the  ladies  again.  If  that  Brother 
has  to  walk  the  carpet  don't  give  him  thirty  days.) 

The  Conductor  is  one  of  the  comforts  of  a 
Brother  and  Sister's  home.  It  is  always  well  taken 


care  of  and  is  the  comfort  of  many  an  hour  of  the 
Brother's  wife  when  he  is  making  his  trip  through 
the  dreary  hours  of  night.  The  best  reading  is  the 
communications  from  the  Sisters  and  Brothers. 
May  the  good  work  of  the  O.  R.  C.  always  be  as 
bright  as  the  stars  in  the  heavens  and  their  good 
deeds  as  bright  as  the  silvery  moon.  C.  E.  W. 
Providence.  R.  I. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  115.  like  Jack  in  a  box.  is  sure  to  be  seen 
if  not  heard.  If  not  too  late  will  wish  the  Brothers 
and  Sisters  a  Happy  New  Year.  Some  changes 
were  made  in  our  officers  in  the  newyear.  We  had 
good  ones  who  served  us  faithfully,  and  we  have 
no  fear  of  those  who  take  the  chairs.  We  look  to 
them  to  uphold  the  high  standard  of  our  Auxiliary. 
Our  Sisters  I  know  will  do  their  share  when  called 
upon,  even  though  the  task  be  not  an  agreeable 
one. 

We  installed  the  following  officers  at  last  regular 
meeting.  January  9th.  1901.  Pres..  Mrs.  John  Gohr- 
inger:  V.  P  .  Mrs.  George  Penner:  S.  and  T..  Mrs. 

E.  M.  Wilkie:  S.  S..  Mrs.  J.  W.  Morras:  J.  S„  Mrs. 
Charles  Dunham:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  William  Camp- 
bell. Mrs.  D.  Bradley  and  Mrs.  Fred  Morrison: 
Guard.  Mrs.  George  Smith:  Musician.  Mrs.  D. 
Bradley:  Correspondent.  Mrs.  George  Penner:  Sub. 
Agent.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Wilkie.  I  tell  you  Sisters,  we 
hustled  that  day.  I  know  the  ladies  of  Auxiliary  115 
will  all  remember  the  9th  of  January  as  an  event- 
ful one.  In  the  evening  we  held  a  dime  social  at 
the  home  of  our  president.  Mrs.  John  Gohringer. 
More  than  one  hundred  were  present.  Cards  were 
played,  refreshments  served  and  all  had  a  jolly, 
good  time.  I  wonder  why  Sister  Morris  looked  at 
the  plates  so  long  before  passing  them?  (that  was  a 
joke.)  When  told  that  Sister  Sexton  was 
mamma  to  a  beautiful  baby  boy  that  morning. 
Auxiliary  115  sent  congratulations  at  once  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Sexton. 

Our  dime  social,  first  of  the  new  year  was  a  gen- 
eral success.  At  our  next  meeting  four  candi- 
dates will  be  initiated.  Do  not  be  afraid  Sisters, 
to  face  the  goat:  he  is  quite  wild  sometimes.  Sis- 
ter Mercer,  where  art  thou?  I  miss  thee.  Auxiliary 
115  is  prospering:  all  are  doing  their  best  in  C.  T.  & 

F.  Now.  Sisters,  one  and  all.  "to  others'  faults  a 
little  blind,  and  to  their  virtues  ever  kind."  Wish- 
ing all  Auxiliaries  prosperity  in  this  new  year. 

Utica.  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Gkorge  Penner. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Perhaps  some  of  the  fraternity  would  like  to 
hear  from  the  far  west.  L.  A.  No.  35.  We  are 
a  small  Auxiliary— only  18  members,  but  rather  a 
a  lively  one.  Will  the  St.  Paul  Sister  correspon- 
dent please  make  a  note  of  the  fact,  that  it  was 
not  Seattle  that  was  honored  with  Sister  Moore's 
visit,  but  Tacoma.  There  is  no  Auxiliary  in 
Seattle,  but  between  the  two  cities  there  is  a 
rivalry  akin  to  that  of  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul,  so 
the  Sister  will  readily  understand  how  quickly  it 
passed  around  among  the  ladies  when  the  De- 
cember Conductor  was  read,  that  our  rival  was 
getting  the  honors  instead  of  ourselves. 

Our  Grand  President's  visit  was  very  much  en- 
joyed, both  from  a  business  and  social  standpoint. 
We  had  special  meetings  two  days.  A  reception 
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was  tendered  her  on  the  second  evening,  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Willard.  Members  of  the  O.  R.  C. 
and  Auxiliary  being  present,  a  delightful  supper 
was  indulged  in.  after  which  Sister  Moore  made  an 
able  speech,  which  was  heartily  received.  The 
impression  left  by  her  visit  was.  that  she  is  the 
proper  woman  in  the  proper  place,  for  she  seems 
to  thoroughly  understand  lodge  work. 

Our  Auxiliary  gives  a  series  of  card  parties  each 
winter,  but  has  found  them  more  sociable  than 
profitable.  Sister  Hurd.  one  of  our  monthly  mem- 
bers, donated  a  beaut  if  al  piece  of  drawn  work  to 
the  Auxiliary,  and  it  is  being  raffled  for  the  Auxil- 
iary's benefit.  The  members  of  the  Auxiliary  at 
Tacoma  are  looking  forward  to  the  convention  at 
St.  Paul  with  pleasant  anticipations,  as  most  of 
them  expect  to  attend,  and  those  who  had  not 
"made  up  their  mind"  were  quite  decided  when 
they  saw  the  mileage  books  issued  by  Division  40. 
It  made  us  feel  more  secure,  for  we  realize  a 
hearty  reception  will  be  in  store  for  us,  Our  dele- 
gate is  Mrs.  F.  B,  Willard.  The  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  President. 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Walker:  V.P..  Mrs.  Mamie  Hurd:  S.  and 
T..  Mrs.  J.  S.  Page:  S.  S..  Mrs.  John  Foster:  J.  S.. 
Mrs.  Ida  Herbert:  Guard.  Mrs.  O.  F.  McCall: 
Chairman  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  J.  B.  N.  Johnson. 

Tacoma.  Wash.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Walker. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  election  of  officers  of  Auxiliary  88  resulted 
as  follows:  Pres..  Mrs.  Jennie  Maffett:  V.  P..  Mrs. 
A.  Merritts:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Vance:  S.  S.. 
Mrs.  Jennie  Huber:  J.  S..  Mrs.  Emma  Miller:  Guard. 
Mrs.  R.  Cornelius:  Ex.  Com..  Mary  M.  McCurdy. 
Mrs.  S.  Watts,  and  Mrs.  G.  Barnhard;  Correspon- 
dent. Mary  M.  McCurdy;  Insurance  Agent.  Mary 
E.  Vance:  Delegate  Mary  M.  McCurdy:  Alternate. 
Mary  E.  Vance.  The  election  passed  off  very 
pleasantly  and  the  Auxiliary  decided  to  hold  a 
public  installation.  The  evening  of  the  first  meet- 
ing day  in  January  was  decided  upon  for  the  oc- 
casion, and  the  Brothers  of  Division  17Z  were  in- 
vited to  be  present  to  witness  this  work.  Our  re- 
tiring President  installed  the  officers  and  the 
Brothers  of  172  say  it  was  a  success.  After  the  in- 
stallation all  did  ample  justice  to  a  very  inviting 
luncheon.  After  all  appetites  had  been  satisfied 
we  returned  to  the  hall.  During  the  evening  we 
were  very  pleasantly  entertained  bv  Brother  L. 
Watt  of  Division  172.  His  remarks  were  fine  refer- 
ring to  the  prompt  and  accurate  way  in  which  we 
do  our  work,  and  the  prosperous  condition  of  Aux- 
iliary 88  at  the  present  time  is  very  pleasing  to 
him.  For  all  those  kind  words  we  thank  him  very 
much.  Brother  Nolte.  of  Division  158  being  pres- 
ent, followed  him  in  a  neat  little  speech  concern- 
ing Auxiliaries' progress  and  praise  for  our  home 
Auxiliary.  His  wife  is  one  of  our  number  and  we 
are  always  looking  for  him  to  be  with  her  here  on 
all  occasions  of  this  kind.  We  will  remember  him 
very  kindly  for  his  praise  of  the  Auxiliary  ladies. 
Brother  Rutter.  who  is  a  member  of  172.  has  always 
been  a  faithful  friend  of  Auxiliary  88.  spoke  of  our 
swelling  number,  but  there  is  room  in  the  Aux- 
iliary for  many  more  conductor's  wives,  and  I  ad- 
vise the  men  to  urge  them  to  join,  for  they  are 
proud  of  the  Auxiliary  to  172  and  when  men  mingle 
with  the  Auxiliary  on  such  occasions  as  these  they 


feel  that  every  conductor's  wife  should  be  a  mem- 
ber. Always  come  to  our  social  gatherings. 
Brother  Rutter:  you  are  welcome  and  we  like  to 
hear  you  talk.  More  of  the  Brothers  present 
wished  to  be  excused  from  speaking  on  the  grounds 
that  they  saw  two  cakes  carried  into  the  hall,  one 
baked  by  our  new  President  and  one  by  our  new 
Vice-President,  and  they  wanted  to  walk  them  off. 
which  was  promptly  done.  Brother  Watt  and  Sis- 
ter Nolte  carried  off  the  first  and  Brother  Werts 
and  Sister  Miller  won  the  second,  and  through 
their  kindness  the  cakes  were  cut  and  each  was 
served  with  a  slice  which  all  enjoyed.  Sister  Maf- 
fett and  Merritts.  accept  thanks  for  your  thought- 
fulness.  The  music  for  the  evening  was  fine  and 
very  much  appreciated.  At  this  point  in  the 
pleasures  a  beautiful  rocking-chair  was  presented 
to  our  retiring  president  in  behalf  of  the  Auxiliary 
by  our  new  president.  Sister  Maffett.  and  in  a  few 
words  told  her  how  her  work  during  the  past  year 
was— pleasant,  fruitful  and  peaceably  conducted, 
and  the  chair  presented  to  her  by  the  Auxiliary 
was  a  token  of  love  and  esteem  in  which  she  was 
held  by  them.  In  accepting  the  gift  Sister  Over- 
cash  said  her  heart  was  in  the  work  and  she  will 
continue  to  work  on.  and  offered  many  thanks  to 
the  Auxiliary  for  1  he  present. 

Now,  as  the  new  year  opens  let  us  say,  all  mem- 
bers stand  by  your  officers:  help  with  the  work 
and  we  will  swell  in  numbers  and  prosper  in  the 
treasury.  The  officers  can  do  their  work  but  not 
all  the  work  connected  with  an  Auxiliary.  Turn 
out  promptly;  push  new  ventures  along  and  add 
pleasure  and  earnestness  to  the  meetings.  We 
will  have  a  meeting  day  for  the  babies  as  soon  as 
the  weather  will  permit.  Sister  Baker  has  a  little 
son  to  bring  out  and  Sister  McCormick  a  new  girl 
baby  that  must  be  shown  in  the  Auxiliary  room. 
We  had  an  invitation  to  attend  the  School  of  In- 
struction, to  be  held  in  Pittsburg  on  the  24th  and 
25th  of  January.  I  will  add  that  we  missed  our 
Sisters  from  Conemaugh.  Gallitzen.  Lewiston  and 
some  from  Huntington  at  the  recent  public  instal- 
lation. Some  from  the  city  were  not  presenter 
various  reasons.  Mary  McCu rdy. 

Altoona  Penn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor:  . 

If  the  watchful  Sisters  who  eagerly  scan  the 
columns  of  letters  in  our  welcome  Conductor. 
are  looking  for  a  new  name  from  Auxiliary  93  at 
the  bottom  of  this.  I  am  sorry  to  say  at  the  outset, 
be  prepared  for  disappointment,  but  through  no 
fault  of  mine.  We  wish  a  happy  and  prosperous 
new  year,  and  may  the  golden  chord  be  passed 
along  and  encircle  the  years  and  souls  of  this 
twentieth  century.  I  come  bearing  good  will  to  all 
and  certainly  with  pleasure  introducing  to  you  our 
officers  of  the  chair  which  were  duly  elected  on 
December  4:  Pres..  Mrs.  Henry  White:  V.-P.. 
Mrs.  Henry  Eaton:  S.  and  T„  Mrs.  C.  R.  Conant: 
S.  S..  Mrs.  E.  C.  Woodbury;  J.  S..  Mrs. 
Fred  Barker;  Guard.  Mrs.  Geo.  Hackett:  Ex. 
Com..  Mrs.  Walter  Kenniston,  Ch'm.  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Flanders.  Mrs.  John  White:  Ins.  Agt..  Mrs.  F.  O. 
Brown:  Musician.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Cole:  Correspondent. 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Flanders.  This  meeting  was  very 
animated  in  all  its  details,  and  concluded  with 
a  social  at  Sister  Cole's  in  the  evening,  which. 
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by  cordial  invitation,  brought  together  an  ap- 
preciative band  of  Brothers  and  Sisters  who  did 
justice  to  tempting  refreshments  daintily  served. 
Music  lent  its  charms  to  onr  soul's  higher  nature, 
and  thus  many  expressions  of  an  enjoyable  time 
were  left  with  our  entertainers  as  we  said  good 
night,  and  took  our  departure,  this  being  a  gratify- 
ing reminder  of  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  just 
such  socials.  Sister  Brown  keeping  pace  by  throw- 
ing open  her  doors  two  weeks  later  to  all  who 
could  might  enter.  This  number  two  showed  no 
decrease  in  vim  or  lack  of  entertainment  in  song, 
mirth  or  delicacies.  The  next  one  who  will  enter- 
tain in  two  weeks  will  be  our  Past  President.  Sister 
Arthur  Head.  She  has  just  retired  from  the  chair, 
having  closed  a  successful  year— always  punctual 
in  discharge  of  duties,  and  with  voice  and  act  up- 
holding the  lofty  principles  of  our  Order.  We 
met  for  installation.  Tuesday,  on  the  opening  of 
the  new  year  and  birth  of  new  century.  Twenty 
members,  with  good  resolutions  written  upon 
their  countenances,  exchanged  greetings  and  car- 
ried out  peacefully  the  orders  of  the  day.  Sister 
P.  O.  Brown  installed  and  Sister  Head  acted  as 
Marshal.  We  regretted  the  unavoidable  absence 
of  our  faithful  S.  and  T..  Sister  Conant,  who  is 
quite  ill.  Sister  Barker's  resignation' as  J.  S..  was 
tendered  and  a  sigh  escaped  our  lips.  However. 
Sister  Sweatland  kindly  takes  tha,t  chair  again,  to 
the  pleasure  of  all,  she  being  tried  and  true.  The 
hands  on  the  clock  now  pointed  to  the  noon  hour 
and  we  found  our  committee  of  three  B's.  with 
combined  assistance,  had  laid  a  most  toothsome 
dinner  in  adjoining  dining-room,  this  being  a  new 
feature  to  be  indulged  in  every  meeting  day.  which 
is  a  want  long  felt,  we  fear,  by  our  members  who 
exert  themselves  to  come  a  long  way  by  train. 
Dinner  over  we  were  in  trim  condition  to  install. 
We  closed  at  3  p.  m.,  making  arrangements  for 
giving  a  supper  to  our  Brothers  on  Friday  eve, 
next,  previous  to  opening  meeting.  We  gave  one 
last  month,  which  proves  a  good  thing,  strengthen- 
ing family  ties,  so  to  speak,  of  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C. 
Who  can  tell  our  advance  in  the  twentieth  century, 
estimating  by  the  strides  taken  in  the  nineteenth  ? 
Concord.  N.  H.  Mas.  L.  C.  Flanders. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  just  had  our  installation  of  officers  for 
1901.  What  a  glorious  evening  we  spent  with  the 
conductors  and  their  families  I— a  real  family  re- 
union and  watch  meeting,  as  it  was  New  Year's 
eve.  There  were  about  fifteen  conductors  present 
and  regret  there  were  not  more,  as  all  that  were 
present  had  a  glorious  good  time  and  I  am  sure 
will  not  forget  it  very  soon.  What  a  jubilee  they 
had  in  sending  the  old  century  out  and  ringing  the 
new  century  in.  Our  ex-President.  Sister  Inis 
Hood,  was  our  installing  officer  and  performed  her 
work  well.  Our  President  for  the  past  year.  Sister 
Josie  Tremblay.  was  presented  with  a  handsome 
China  pie  set.  as  a  token  of  love  and  esteem. 
Brother  Swab  being  the  honored  one  to  make  the 
presentation  speech,  which  was  responded  to  with 
feeling  by  Sister  Tremblay.  Our  new  President 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Sister  Bell  Clemons.  took 
her  chair  gracefully  and  I  am  sure  will  fill  it  well. 
Our  Auxiliary  is  not  large  in  number,  but  hope  to 
increase  our  membership  the  present  year.  After 


installation  we  had  a  short  entertainment  and  then 
all  adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall  where  a  bountiful 
spread  was  served  by  the  committee.  And  now 
comes  the  conductor's  part  in  getting  all  the 
musical  instruments  available  ready  for  a  grand 
send  off  of  the  old  year,  which  I  assure  you  they 
did  their  best.  May  God  be  with  us  in  the  new  and 
guide  our  every  undertaking.  Brothers  try  and 
attend  the  meetings  and  make  your  Division  inter- 
esting, and  save  a  little  money  to  keep  up  your 
assessments,  for  we  know  not  what  a  day  may 
bring  forth. 

It  came  as  a  scrap  of  paper,  yet  it  bound  up  a 
broken  heart:  it  keeps  with  mother  the  children, 
which  otherwise  must  part,  and  cheered  a  lonely 
heart;  it  paid  off  a  little  mortgage  and  prepared 
a  home  for  the  future,  from  which  we  never  shall 
part,  and  gave  the  widow  a  little  start. 

Sacramento,  Cal.  Katie  Bbedi  v. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  116,  thinking  no  doubt  that  a  poor  cor- 
respondent was  better  than  none,  has  concluded  to 
give  the  old  one  another  trial.  We  have  received 
three  new  members  and  have  two  to  initiate  at 
the  next  meeting  and  an  application  to  ballot  on. 
And  while  we  have  not  made  such  advance  num- 
erically as  we  desired,  in  every  other  respect  our 
Division  begins  the  new  year  stronger  than  ever 
before.  We  are  unfortunate  in  that  there  are  so 
many  of  onr  members  non-residents  and  we  have 
lost  three  this  past  year,  making  seven  non-resi- 
dent members,  which  materially  depletes  our 
working  force.  Sister  Judd.  one  -of  the  most  un- 
tiring and  faithful  since  onr  organization,  moved 
to  Manchester.  Kansas,  from  which  place  Brother 
Judd  has  a  run  to  Barnard.  Sister  Saunders  has 
gone  to  Chilli  cothe.  111.,  where  her  husband  is  train- 
master. Sister  Whitford  has  gone  to  East  Las 
Vegas.  N.  M..  on  account  of  Brother  Whitford's 
health,  which  we  are  all  pleased  to  hear  is  improv- 
ing. I  bespeak  a  welcome  for  Sister  Whitford 
from  Division  147.  She  is  a  true  and  loyal  Sister. 

Our  Division  celebrated  onr  third  anniversary 
the  22nd  of  November  with  a  social  at  our  hall:  and 
while  but  few  of  our  Brothers  wer»  iu  to  partici- 
pate in  the  festivities  of  the  evening  we  had  a  very, 
enjoyable  time.  Two  of  our  Sisters  have  been  un- 
able on  account  of  ill  health,  to  attend  the  meet 
ings  for  the  past  year,  but  both  are  very  much  im- 
proved and  we  trust  will  soon  be  able  to  attend  the 
meetings  regularly.  Our  socials  which  we  began 
holding  on  the  alternate  Fridays  with  our  meeting 
days,  were  discontinued  during  the  busy  time 
before  the  holidays,  but  have  been  resumed  and 
the  Sisters  were  entertained  Thursday,  the  10th.  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Kitching.  Thongh  the  day  was 
very  inclement  there  was  a  fair  attendance  and  a 
most  delightful  time  repaid  those  who  had  braved 
the  cold.  We  are  very  busy  trying  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds  to  send  our  delegate  to  the  cot 
vention. 

Our  election  of  officers  was  held  Dec.  7,  with  tht 
following  results:  Pres..  Mrs.  James  Ferguson:  V. 
P..  Mrs.  E.  R.  McLaughlin:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  Johr 
McCabe:  S.  S..  Mrs.  I.  W.  Rees:  J.  S..  Mrs.  Wo 
McNeil:  Guard.  Mrs.  George  Roach:  Ex.  Com 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Cash.  Mrs.  F.  K.  Sawyer,  and  Mrs.  D.  C. 
Conway;  Delegate.  Mrs.  John  McCabe:  Alternate 
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Mrs.  I.  W.  Rees;  Correspondent.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Cash. 
The  Brothers  of  No.  II  invited  us  to  hold  a  joint  in- 
stallation, and  the  installation  took  place  the  even- 
ing of  January  3d.  After  the  installation  a  social 
was  participated  in  by  the  members  and  guests. 
Dancing,  games  aid  conversation  made  the  time 
fly  all  too  quickly.  At  11  o'clock  an  elegant  banquet 
was  served  in  the  hall.  Brief  speeches  were  made 
by  a  number  of  the  members  of  each  organization 
at  the  close  of  the  banquet,  and  a  strong  feeling 
-  of  good  comradeship  was  manifest  in  every  sen- 
tence. A  determ  ination  to  not  1  im  it  such  meetings 
to  the  time  of  installation,  was  the  result  of  the 
very  pleasant  evening.  Cor  respondent. 

Newton.  Kansas. 

<$ 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  past  year  has  been  to  us  both  of  joys  apd 
sorrow.  To  the  home  of  Sister  Johnson  a  bright, 
beautiful,  brown  eyed  little  daughter,  which  is  a 
joy  to  its  loving  parents;  to  Sister  Saunders,  a  fine 
laughing,  blue  eyed  boy.  Brother  Saunders  says 
it  is  the  only  boy  in  town.  Sister  Volder's  little 
daughter  can  almost  sit  alone.  Here  is  happiness. 
To  other  homes  have  been  sorrows.  God  grant 
this  beautiful  new  year  will  not  allow  that  grim 
reaper,  death,  to  enter  our  beloved  circle.  Am  I 
selfish  in  expressing  this?  I  do  not  wish  to  be,  but 
it  is  one  of  the  laws  of  nature  to  care  for  our  own 
first.  We  have  lost,  by  removal  to  distant  cities. 
Sister  Fred  Harris  to  Salt  Lake  City.  Sister  Purcell 
to  New  Mexico.  Sister  Goodman  to  Bridgeporte. 
Texas.  (Sister  Goodman, however,  can  occasionally 
attend  meetings,  as  she  is  only  40  miles  away). 
Sister  Haddix  has  moved  to  our  city,  and  we  have 
a  pleasure  in  store,  for  Sister  Haddix  is  a  most 
active  member.  Many  new  members  have  been 
added  in  the  past  year.  Among  the  last  were  Sis- 
ters Evans  and  Payne,  of  Texarkana.  Ark. 

Auxiliary  106  has  a  splendid  field  for  work,  as 
Fort  Worth  is  one  of  the  best  railroad  centers  in 
the  "Lone  Star"  state.  Sisters,  let  us  pledge  our 
best  efforts  to  assist  in  every  way  to  increase  our 
membership  and  build  up  our  Auxiliary,  and  keep 
in  touch  with  its  principles.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  new  century  it  remains  with  us  to  accomplish 
much  good  in  trying  to  uplift  and  encourage  those 
who  have  met  with  disappointment  and  life's  sor- 
rows, and  let  us  ever  bear  in  mind  that  divine 
guidance  is  ours  if  we  only  ask  it  in  earnest  prayer. 
Sisters  Brown.  Poote  and  Hope.  I  am  surely  grate- 
ful to  you  for  your  kindly  expressions.  You  know 
that  which  the  heart  feels  most  the  lips  often  ex- 
press, although  we  receive  censure  oftimes  for  so 
doing. 

January  16  Auxiliary  106  responded  to  the  invita- 
tion extended  to  them  by  the  Brothers  of  Division 
57  for  joint  installation  in  their  hall.  Many  friends 
and  members  of  both  Divisions  were  mingling  to- 
gether. First  was  a  musical  program,  also  songs 
and  reading  by  some  of  Fort  Worth's  best  talent. 
The  little  ten  year  old  son  of  Brother  Conwright 
deserves  especial  mention  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  sang  for  us  and  played  his  own  accompaniments 
on  piano.  Sisters  Purcell  and  Conlisk  were  the 
committee  on  program,  and  certainly  deserve 
much  credit  for  their  work.  After  program  had 
been  rendered  the  Brothers  of  57  insisted,  as  Aux- 
iliary 106  were  their  guests,  that  our  officers  should 


be  first  Installed,  which  we  did.  The  musician  for 
installation  was  our  Chief  Conductor's  daughter. 
Miss  Vesta  Starling;  installing  officer.  Sister  In- 
graham:  marshal.  Sister  Conlisk. 

Pres..  Mrs.  W.  R.  Bell:  V.P..  Mrs.  J.  A.  Starling: 
S.  and  T..  Mrs.  Ree  Alvord;  S.  S..  Mrs.  J.  Briton, 
(fourth  term):  J.  S..  Mrs.  Conway:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs. 
M.  S.  Bogert.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Lane  and  Ada  Richards: 
Guard.  Mrs.  W.  Foster;  Correspondent,  Sub.  Ins. 
Agent  and  Delegate.  Mrs.  F.  A.  Ingraham:  Alter- 
nate. Mrs.  J.  R.  McLeod:  Link  Work  Officers  ap- 
pointed. Sisters  McLeod,  Dawson.  Ford  and  Lane; 
Musician.  Mrs.  Suite.  More  music.  Then  Divi- 
sion 57  installed  their  officers.  I  cannot  give  a 
correct  account  of  their  names  and  stations,  and  I 
might  be  trespassing  on  another's  right.  How- 
ever, every  detail  was  beautifully  carried  out  by 
them,  and  our  many  friends  were  seemingly  well 
pleased,  especially  when  the  Brothers  of  Division 
57  presented  all  with  a  plate  of  delicious  ice  cream 
and  cake.  We.  as  an  Auxiliary,  feel  deeply  the  es- 
teem and  friendship  extended  us  by  our  Brothers 
of  Division  57,  and  as  time  rolls  on  our  hope  is  that 
the  "tie  that  binds"  may  be  cemented  more  closely 
by  loyalty  to  each  Sister  and  Brother,  and  be  of  a 
lifetime  duration.  Brothers  of  Division  57,  accept 
our  gratitude  in  all  things,  for  we  appreciate  your 
generosity  to  us.  I  find  words  cannot  express  how 
deeply  I  feel  the  honor  you  have  conferred,  and 
my  only  expression  is,  I  reciprocate  with  a  heart 
full  of  love  and  esteem  for  each  of  you.  Your  work 
is  done  beautifully. 

We  feel  justly  proud  of  our  Order,  and  look  for- 
ward to  a  most  full  harvest  the  coming  year,  for 
our  officers  are  energetic,  whole  souled.  earnest 
women,  and  will  exert  their  best  influence  for  the 
good  of  all  connected  with  us.  Sister  Willis,  we 
read  your  beauti  ful  tribute  to  our  Orders,  and  truly 
hope  it  will  be  our  pleasure  to  greet  you  in  our 
midst  very  soon.  Sister  Scully  has  returned  to  us 
after  several  months  in  the  northern  states:  wel- 
come home.  Sister.  In  assuming  the  duties  of 
correspondent  I  will  give  you  my  best  efforts  to 
express  your  sentiments.  With  love  to  all  and 
best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  O.  R.  C.  and 
Auxiliaries.  Mrs.  F.  A.  Ingraham. 

Ft.  Worth.  Tex. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
BENEFICIARY  ASSOCIATION  L.  A.  TO  O.  R.  C. 

December  31. 1900. 

Assessments  Received  $1292  50 

Received  for  Policies   66  75 

Received  for  Supplies   5  25 

Balance   1213  24  $2577  74 

Disbursements   813  32 

Balance   $1764  42 

DISBD  RSEMENTS. 

Claims  from  Benefit  Department —  $600  00 

Salary  and  Printing  for  Ex.  Fund   154  00 

Local  Expense   59  32 

$813  32 

Policies  Issued,  89;  Policies  Dropped,  29;  Mem- 
bers Deceased,  3:  Double  Policyholders.  41—82 
Policies:  Single  Policyholders,  376-458. 
Membership.  Dec.  31. 1900.  458. 
Membership,  Dec.  31. 1899. 427-increase  of  31. 

Madge  E.  Sewell, 
Gen.  Sec.  and  Treas. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Auxiliary  26  started  out  upon  a  new  year  and  the 
20th  century,  and  I  hope  we  may  have  a  prosperous 
year.  We  have  elected  and  installed  our  new 
officers.  They  are:  Pres..  Mrs.  John  Burns:  V.  P., 
Mrs.  Ella  Jewett:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  Mary  Moulton: 
S.  S..  Mrs.  Ama  McCowen;  J.  S..  Mrs.  Geo.  Nolen: 
■Guard.  Mrs.  Lillie  Shelton:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  Bar- 
nett,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Arthur.  Mrs.  R.  W.  Pierce:  Corre- 
spondent. Mrs.  F.  Barhyte;  Musician.  Mrs.  Geo. 
Fairer:  Delegate.  Mrs.  L.  C.  Arthur:  Alternate, 
Mrs.  F.  Barhyte.  Our  President  appointed  the 
link  work  members  as  follows:  Banner  Bearer, 
Mrs.  Gage:  Charity,  Mrs.  Pierce:  Truth.  Mrs. 
Hammond:  Friendship,  Mrs.  Arthur. 

Our  Grand  President  visited  us  on  the  11th  of 
January.  As  it  was  not  our  regular  meeting  day 
we  had  a  special  meeting.  It  being  a  very  stormy 
day  we  did  not  have  a  very  big  turn  out.  We  had 
five  visitors  from  Auxiliary  1.  We  had  a  good 
meeting  and  we  all  enjoyed  our  Grand  President 
being  with  us.  After  meeting  closed  Sister  Arthur 
very  kindly  invited  us  all  to  her  home,  where  a 
very  nice  lunch  was  served  which  we  all  enjoyed 
very  much.  At  9  o'clock  all  departed  for  our 
homes.  On  Thursday  eve.  Jan.  17.  the  Sisters  and 
Brothers  and  children  (about  thirty  in  all),  gave 
Brother  and  Sister  Barhyte  a  surprise.  They 
arrived  about  7:30  with  baskets  and  bundles— am 
afraid  they  would  have  fared  rather  slim  if  they 
had  not  brought  their  lunch  with  them,  as  it  was  a 
complete  surprise.  When  they  seated  us  down  to 
the  lovely  lunch  they  had  spread,  they  presented 
me  with  a  set  of  solid  silver  teaspoons.  It  was 
such  a  surprise  to  me  I  could  not  say  anything.  I 
always  lack  words  at  such  a  time,  and  I  trust  the 
Sisters  and  Brothers  will  not  think  because  I  could 
not  say  anything  it  was  not  that  I  de  not  appreciate 
them.  I  want  to  thank  them  all  very  much,  for  I 
do  not  feel  as  though  I  was  worthy  of  them.  I 
shall  always  look  back  on  the  eve  of  January  17  as 
a  very  happy  one.  It  was  a  very  stormy  night, 
but  all  was  bright  and  happy  within.  I  think  these 
happy  little  gatherings  do  us  all  good. 

Collinwood.  O.  Mrs.  Lucie  Barhyte. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

We  are  again  at  the  threshold  of  a  new  year,  and 
may  God  grant  that  it  will  be  a  happy  year  for 
each  one  of  us.  The  Sisters  that  have  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  have  their  loved  ones  spared 
them  through  the  past  year,  should  lift  their 
voices  in  prayer  to  our  wise  and  almighty  Father 
who  doeth  all  things  weU. 

Our  Auxiliary  has  prospered  during  the  past 
year,  having  gained  several  new  members.  Mrs. 
Wolcott  entertained  the  Auxiliary  at  her  home  in 
January,  which  was  very  successful,  indeed,  and 
netted  us  a  neat  little  sum.  Sister  Wolcott.  assisted 
by  her  daughters,  proved  royal  entertainers.  At 
-our  meeting  in  December  we  elected  the  following 
officers:  Pres.,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Howland:  V.-P..  Mrs.  H. 
L.  McGinn;  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  J.  J.  Duffy:  S.  S..  Mrs. 
R.  G.  Shingle:  J.  S..  Mrs.  W.  E.  Storey:  Guard. 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Walsh:  Delegate.  Mrs.  H.  L.  Vining: 
Alternate.  Mrs.  S.  H.  Becker;  Correspondent. 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Vining:  Musician.  Mrs.  C.  S.  Fitz.  On 
January  9.  Mrs.  W.  P.  Ogden.  assisted  by  Mrs.  C. 
E.  Ragon.  both  of  Denver,  Colo.,  installed  the 


officers,  and  we  enjoyed  their  visit  very  much. 
Come  again.  Sisters.  Now  just  a  word  about 
woman's  influence :  Women  stand  in  the  highest 
places,  socially,  morally  and  commercially.  They 
have  been  plucked  from  the  mud  by  delicate 
fingers  and  washed  clean  by  the  hottest  tears  that 
evet  bubbled  in  the  human  heart.  The  hand  that 
rocks  the  cradle  rules  the  world,  is  an  everlasting 
truth  and  one  that  gives  the  world  hope  for  a 
grander  development  than  it  has  even  dared  to 
picture  in  its  dreams.  And  woman  can  never  hope 
to  reach  a  sphere  of  influence  that  will  equal  the 
one  she  occupies  as  the  molder  of  human  char- 
acter. The  destiny  of  the  world  is  in  her  keeping: 
all  the  patriotism  and  all  the  treason  that  may 
bless  or  disfigure  a  half  a  century  hence,  are 
possibly  wrapped  in  the  cradles  of  today.  Mothers, 
your  responsibility  is  great,  but  nature  has  fitted 
you  to  leave  it.  Correspondent. 
Cheyenne,  Wyo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Although  you  have  not  heard  from  Auxiliary  40 
through  the  Conductor  very  often,  we  feel  we 
have  been  working  and  keeping  alive  to  all  that 
was  going  on.  If  any  of  us  can  look  back  over  the 
year  just  passed  and  see  wherein  they  could  have 
been  more  faithful  to  the  Order  may  they  be  fully 
determined  to  do  more  in  the  new  year  which  is 
now  before  us.  At  our  meeting  Jan.  3rd  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  installed:  Pres..  Mrs.  Clark: 
V.  P..  Mrs.  Florin:  S.  &  T..  Mrs.  Beck:  J.  S..  Mrs. 
Mowing:  S.  S..  Mrs.  Hotchkiss:  Guard.  Mrs.  Mor- 
gan; Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  Gallett.  Mrs.  Bromley.  Mrs. 
Chase.  I  can  hear  all  Sisters  say  our  Auxiliary 
must  surely  prosper  with  Sister  Clark  as  our 
president.  This  is  true.  She  will  be  ever  ready 
to  do  for  the  good  of  the  Order:  but  how  much  can 
she  do  without  our  help?  We  all  know  she  solicits 
our  aid.  so  let  us  resolve,  everyone,  that  no  matter 
what  she  may  undertake  during  the  coming  year, 
let  her  ever  feel  the  assurance  that  she  will  be 
supported  by  every  one  of  the  members  to  carry 
on  the  good  work  as  she  may  direct,  and  make  an 
extra  effort  to  attend  all  meetings,  for  I  am  sure 
no  one  thing  will  give  her  greater  encouragement 
than  when  she  comes  into  the  Auxiliary  room  and 
finds  but  very  few  if  any  of  the  Sisters  absent.  Some 
may  form  the  opinion  that  I  wish  them  to  neglect 
their  home  duties  to  attend  the  meetings,  but  not 
so.  Home  comes  first  and  church  and  societies 
rank  second.  But  I  do  think  there  are  some  of  the 
Sisters  who  might  attend  the  meetings  more  regu- 
larly if  a  little  effort  were  made  in  that  direction. 
Try  it  and  see  if  you  are  not  well  paid  for  your  ef- 
fort In  getting  out  to  the  meetings.  If  you  but 
stop  to  think  of  the  noble  Order  to  which  you  have 
pledged  your  support,  you  cannot  but  feel  you 
have  a  work  to  do. 

We  presented  our  ex-president  with  a  very 
pretty  fruit  dish  and  berry  spoon  as  a  token  of  re- 
membrance of  her  good  work  for  and  among  ns 
the  past  year.  She  fully  appreciated  the  gift,  but 
was  so  completely  surprised  she  was  almost 
speechless  for  a  time,  but  we  know  the  heart 
speaks  when  the  tongae  can  not.  We  balloted  for 
a  candidate  at  our  last  meeting.  Hope  we  may 
add  new  members  each  month  this  year.  We  are 
glad  for  this  initiation  for  it  not  only  means  one 
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more  member  to  our  Auxiliary,  but  brines  into 
use  our  fine  new  banner  we  have  not  had  the  occa- 
sion to  use  heretofore.  Trusting  that  all  the 
Sisters  who  have  been  installed  into  office  will 
greet  us  each  meeting  of  the  coming  year.  I  wish 
all  Sister  Auxiliaries  a  prosperous  year. 
Buffalo.  N.  Y.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Mattkson. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Auxiliary  No.  1  had  a  delightful  time  at  our  meet- 
ing. January  10. 1901.  It  was  installation  day  and. 
of  course,  a  good  number  turned  out.  We  had  our 
Grand  President  with  us.  which  delighted  us. 
After  the  opening  exercises  we  bad  the  pleasure 
of  listening  to  a  very  instructive  address  which 
will  make  us  take  hold  with  a  will  to  do  all  we  can 
for  the  good  of  the  Auxiliary.  She  urges  the  sisters 
to  each  bring  one  new  member.  Now.  we  can  all 
try.  that  will  be  one  point.  Let  more  of  us  turn  out 
to  meetings  then  our  President  will  have  done  us 
some  good.  She  is  a  noble  woman  at  the  bead  of  a 
noble  work.  She  gave  a  talk  on  insurance.  I  think 
like  her.  Why  don't  more  of  the  sisters  insure? 
Don't  leave  the  burden  all  on  our  husbands.  If  the 
sad  moment  comes  to  us.  and  it  may  some  day.  we 
know  not  when,  every  little  helps.  I  think  if  we 
would  all  live  up-  to  the  obligation  we  take  at  the 
altar  we  would  be  better  wives  and  sisters  for  is  it 
not  a  pledge  of  honor?  Then  let  us  show  our  love 
for  one  another  and  forgive  as  we  would  be,  for- 
given and  scatter  flowers  and  sunshine  as  we  go. 

As  to  the  inspection  we  went  through  it  with  her 
help.  In  practicing  the  initiation  it  was  necessary 
to  make  some  corrections.  Sisters  Pennell.  Pullam. 
Sylvester  and  Carrol  were  put  through  the  link 
work,  then  came  the  ballot.  As  a  final  in  that  she 
advised  the  practice  of  some  part  of  the  work  at 
each  meeting  so  as  to  be  ready  when  called  upon. 
The  meeting  was  near  a  close  when  Sister  Sylves- 
ter, in  a  neat  little  speech,  presented  our  Grand 
President  with  a  beautiful  bouquet  of  flowers,  and 
our  Past  President.  Sister  Lahiff.  with  a  case  of 
handsome  silver  tea  spoons  for  the  noble  work  she 
did.  She  was  the  right  one  in  the  right  place  and 
worked  hard  to  make  our  Order  the  best.  Sister 


Carroll  was  also  presented  with  the  same  kind  of 
tea  spoons  and  all  went  home  happy  to  meet  in  the 
evening  at  Sister  Pullam's  at  a  reception  given  in 
honor  of  Sister  Moore.  There  were  music  and 
games,  then  last  but  not  least,  we  were  served  with 
light  refreshments.  All  left  for  their  homes  happy 
with  good  night  to  all.  Member, 
Cleveland.  O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Since  the  last  election  of  officers  of  No.  142.  L.  A. 
to  O.  R.  C.  it  becomes  my  pleasant  duty  to  act  as 
correspondent  for  this  year.  The  January  Con- 
ductor has  made  its  appearance.  I  always  hail  it 
with  delight  and  read  it  through.  We  meet,  as  it 
were,  on  its  pages,  familiar  faces,  but  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  why  we  hear  so  little  of  Auxiliary 
No.  125.  Considering  the  large  number  of  gifted 
talkers  and  able  writers,  surely  they  should  be 
heard  from  oftener.  We  are  sorry  to  know  that 
we  will  soon  lose  Sister  Goodno.  She  was  our 
worthy  scribe  last  year  and  I  feel  sure  her  absence 
will  be  duly  noticed  by  all  who  peruse  this.  We 
are  all  rejoicing  with  Brother  and  Sister  Blansett 
over  the  arrival  of  a  new  conductor  at  their  home. 
Our  Auxiliary  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  our 
goat  is  doing  overtime  at  every  meeting  on  ac- 
count of  the  many  now  seeking  admittance.  Four 
petitions  to  hear  from  next  meeting  day:  how  is 
that  for  a  good  start  in  the  new  century?  We 
served  supper  on  the  night  of  the  23d  at  the  ball 
given  by  the  G.  I.  A.  to  the  B.  L.  E.  and  cleared  a 
neat  sum. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are:  Pres..  Mrs. 
Ben  Cook:  V.  P..  Mrs.  Chas.  House:  S.  and  T..  Mrs. 
Genette  Elliott:  S.  S..  Mrs.  R.  Bearden:  J.  S..  Mrs. 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Brace:  Guard.  Mrs.  M.  Lothouse:  Ex. 
Com.  Mrs.  E.  O.  Davis.  Mrs.  Case  and  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Shook:  Musician.  Mrs.  R.  M.  Smith;  Delegate.  Mrs. 
Genette  Elliott:  Alternate.  Mrs.  C.  C.  Brace;  Char- 
ity. Mrs. Chas.  Thompson;  Truth.  Mrs.  Ed  Hughes: 
Friendship.  Mrs.  L.  B.  Wood;  Banner  Bearer.  Mrs. 
T.  J.  Moore.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Hughes. 

Springfield.  Mo. 


O,  TEXAS  LAND. 


We  ye  reached  the  land  of  drouth  and  heat 

Where  nothing  grows  for  us  to  eat: 
Where  tne  wind  doth  blow  a  scorching  heat- 

O.  Texas  Land  is  hard  to  beat. 

O.  Land,  sweet  Texas  Land ! 

Upon  thy  burning  sands  we  stand 
And  look  away  across  the  plains 

And  wonder  why  it  never  rains; 
Old  Gabriel  blows  his  trump  and  sound 

And  says  the  rain  has  gone  around. 


We  have  no  wheat,  we  have  no  oats: 
We  have  no  corn  to  feed  our  shoats. 

Our  chickens  are  too  poor  to  eat. 
Our  pigs  go  squealing  through  the  street. 


Our  horses  are  an  important  race- 
Starvation  stares  tbem  in  the  face. 

We  do  not  live,  we  only  stay: 
We  are  too  poor  to  get  away. 

•  Anonymous. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  been  for  years  a  reader  of  the  different 
plans  and  propositions  submitted  through  the  Fra- 
ternal columns  for  the  relief  of  the  incapacitated 
or  unemployed,  and  have  so  far  failed  to  be  im- 
pressed with  the  feasibility  or  success  of  any  of 
them.*  And  I  believe  that  their  warmest  advocates 
are  willing:  to  admit  that  most  of  them  are  either 
experiments  or  makeshifts.  When  some  good 
Brother  eloquently  advocates  the  appropriating; 
money  or  levying:  of  assessments  for  the  purchase 
of  a  home  or  farm,  or  establishing;  a  pension,  my 
mind  naturally  reverts  to  a  question  which  will 
not  down,  is  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  and 
for  that  matter,  all  of  the  railway  organizations 
preeminently  business  institutions,  or.  in  other 
words,  do  they  or  can  they  put  charity  or  phi  lan  - 
trophy  ahead  of  plain,  practical  business?  I  re- 
member only  too  well  when  an  attempt  was  made 
at  the  last  Grand  Division  to  appropriate  part  of 
the  surplus  funds  of  the  Order  toward  creating; 
the  reserve  fund  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  Depart- 
ment—even after  it  had  been  decided  that  the  fund 
should  be  enacted— that  the  proposition  fell  flat  on 
the  table  without  a  single  champion  except  myself. 
All  who  were  present  at  that  Grand  Division  re- 
member the  many  eloquent  pleas  for  justice  and 
charity  made  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  Brothers, 
whose  cases  were  on  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Insurance  Committee.  They  also  remember 
the  very  practical  manner  in  which  these  cases 
were  disposed  of. 

Everyone  in  close  touch  with  the  general  mem- 
bership knows  from  actual  evidence  and  exper- 
ience the  fault  finding;  and  criticism  which  follows 
every  increase  in  personal  expense  of  the  mem- 
bers: therefore,  knowing  these  things,  it  is  my  em- 
phatic belief  that  any  plan  which  entails  the  ap- 
propriation of  funds  on  hand  or  the  levying;  of  ad- 
ditional assessments  which  does  not  carry  with  it 
participation  in  the  benefit  for  every  member  is 
foredoomed.  Believing;  this  to  be  true,  and  at  the 
same  time  alive  to  the  necessity  of  meeting  condi- 
tions which  are  confronting;  the  railroad  organiza- 
tions along:  similar  lines,  I  would  like  to  see  the 
intellect  and  energy  of  the  Brothers  directed  to- 
ward a  wise  solution  of  the  so-called  pension  and 
voluntary  relief  associations  which  are  constantly 
being  formed  (in  the  eastern  country  at  least) 
until  it  will  soon  be  the  rule,  rather  than  the  ex- 
ception, for  each  system  of  railroad  to  insure  and 
pension  (?)  that  is.  according  to  their  own  plan, 
their  employes.    I  do  not  pretend  to  be  an  author- 


ity on  this  subject,  but  believe  it  to  be  of  sufficient 
gravity  to  demand  our  most  careful  attention  and 
consideration.  The  first  thing  to  be  considered  is 
the  plan  on  which  they  are  formed.  If.  as  I  under- 
stand it.  employes  are  compelled  to  contribute  to 
those  funds  in  order  to  be  eligible  to  participate  in 
their  benefits,  and  at  the  same  time  the  loss  or  for- 
feiture of  employment  carries  with  it  loss  or  for- 
feiture of  right  to  benefits  without  regards  to  will- 
ingness to  retain  membership,  there  is  no  need  of 
further  investigation  as  to  whether  or  not  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  they  are  founded  is  just.  If  unjust 
they  should  be  remedied.  Now  then,  if  we  really 
desire  a  plan  of  relief  or  pension,  call  it  what  you 
will,  it  is  our  duty  to  try  to  formulate  a  plan  that 
will  be  just  and  equitable,  and  which  will  not  be  a 
menace  or  restraint  to  the  perpetuity  of  our 
Order,  and  one  which  will  place  the  burden  of 
expense  where  it  rightfully  belongs,  viz:  on  the 
general  population  of  the  country.  Let  those 
who  are  incredulous  of  success  in  perfect- 
ing and  carrying  out  such  a  plan  scan  the 
history  of  accident  insurance  and  employes' 
pension  in  Germany  and  other  European  coun- 
tries they  will  find  that  what  would  be  called 
paternalism  or  demagogism  here  at  present  has 
been  for  years  the  law  of  the  land  in  coun- 
tries which  are  popularly  supposed  to  be 
behind  the  times.  While  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  at  this  time  attempt  to  outline 
or  demonstrate  a  plan  I  will  try  to  outline  the 
fundamental  principles  on  which  I  believe  it 
should  be  based  and  will  at  the  same  time  frankly 
confess  that  they  are  not  original,  being  taken 
mostly  from  ideas  suggested  by  the  German  plan, 
and  while  this  plan  encompasses  all  grades,  classes 
and  conditions  of  employment,  I  will  for  the  pres- 
ent confine  myself  to  railroads.  The  first  principle 
is.  place  the  burden  of  proof  on  the  employer,  there- 
by inverting  the  present  method,  or  in  other  words 
instead  of  the  victim  or  his  dependents  having  to 
prove  the  justice  of  his  claim  compel  the  corpor- 
ation to  prove  the  injustice  of  it.  Second,  inaugu- 
rate a  fixed  annuity  or  indemnity  for  designated 
injuries,  disabilities  or  death,  and  third,  compel 
general  participation  in  expense  of  all  corpora- 
tions engaged  in  similar  business  through  an 
equitable  system  of  pro  rata  charges  or  assess- 
ments. This  would  result  in  an  equalized  fixed 
charge  on  the  corporation  which  would  ultimately 
be  sifted  to  the  general  populace.  It  would  not  be 
the  enormous  expense  it  at  first  appears  as  it 
would  result  in  wiping  out  the  army  of  lawyers 
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and  the  mass  of  legislation  which  is  at  present  a 
serious  drain  on  the  corporations.  And  I  believe 
if  rightly  presented  wbnld  not  meet  with  as  much 
opposition  from  this  source  as  we  might  appre- 
hend. I  also  believe  that  it  wonld  not  have  the 
same  tendency  as  the  so-called  voluntary  relief 
association  to  discourage  the  proportion  of  or- 
ganized labor.  I  trust  that  any  of  the  Brothers 
who  are  interested  in  this  matter  will  carefully 
peruse  the  appendix  to  the  seventeenth  annual 
report  of  the  New  York  State  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  particularly  that  part  relating  to  acci- 
dent insurance  in  Germany.  Some  of  the  condi- 
tions which  the  Brothers  who  are  advocating  the 
establishment  of  a  farm,  home,  pension,  etc..  out 
of  the  funds  and  revenue  of  the  Order  fail  to  give 
proper  weight  or  consideration  are  the  proportion 
of  men  in  the  railway  service  who  under  the  pres- 
ent conditions  become  incapacitated  or  unable  to 
obtain  re-employment  on  account  of  age  or  disa- 
bility is  perhaps  greater  than  in  any  other  busi- 
ness, and  allowing  for  the  dishonest  or  slothful 
contingent  would  increase  the  cost  of  retaining 
membership  in  the  Order  to  such  an  extent  that 
many  of  our  members  who  now  perhaps  find  diffi- 
culty in  making  both  ends  meet  would  either  have 
to  drop  out  or  shift  from  a  contributing  to  a  bene- 
ficiary member.  And.  again,  it  would  be  just  as 
reasonable  to  compel  the  able-bodied  soldiers  in 
our  army  to  contribute  the  millions  required  for 
pensions  as  to  compel  the  general  membership  of 
the  railway  organisations  to  contribute  the  neces- 
sary amount  to  pension  those  incapacitated  by 
age.  disability,  or  inability  to  obtain  employment. 
I  believe  that  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  general 
membership  wants  a  pension  plan  established, 
that  there  is  sufficient  talent  in  the  Grand  Division 
to  formulate  a  plan  that  will  meet  with  the  support 
and  approval  of  our  sister  orders,  and  if  they  can 
accomplish  this  then  let  them  devote  the  united 
energy  of  all  the  organized  bodies  toward  enact- 
ing it  into  the  law  of  the  land  instead  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Order. 

What  we  have  done  and  what  we  can  do  was 
never  more  forcibly  impressed  on  my  mind  than 
at  our  lunch  or  banquet  following  our  installation 
of  officers  January  6.  We  were  fortunate  enough 
to  have  with  us  Brothers  Chapman,  Jackman. 
Keefe.  and  several  visiting  Brothers,  and  we  of 
the  younger  generation  were  given  a  history  of 
the  inception,  growth  and  struggles  of  the  Order, 
which  I  hope  and  believe  made  a  lasting  impres- 
sion on  every  one  of  us.  Brother  Chapman,  who 
our  Division  has  always  been  proud  to  claim  as  a 
member,  most  ably  contrasted  the  conditions  of 
our  Order  and  Division  from  the  organization  of 
our  Division  in  1872  to  the  present  time,  showing 
while  it  had  been  a  continual  struggle  we  were 
always  advancing.  And  the  whole  secret  of  this 
advance  must  be  attributed  to  individual  effort. 
Therefore,  let  us  remember  and  try  to  impress  on 
our  associates,  the  fact  that  our  organization  is 
and  will  be  just  what  the  members  themselves 
make  it.  Let  us  not  feel  that  there  is  nothing 
more  to  be  done:  rather  let  us  resolve  that  each 
individual  member  will  feel  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  use  his  best  efforts  to  advance  the  usefulness 
and  influence  of  the  Order  so  that  we  can  say  to 
and  for  those  who  have  made  this  organization 


what  it  already  is:  We  will  give  a  good  account  of 
our  stewardship.  Remember,  neither  the  individu- 
al or  the  organization  can  stand  still.  You  must  go 
either  backward  or  forward,  and  to  succeed  you 
must  deserve  success.  Let  us  try  to  deserve  it. 
Buffalo.  N.  Y.  J.  L. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  problem  of  how  to  provide  a  home  for  dis- 
abled and  aged  ex-conductors  may  easily  be  solved 
without  any  single  person  being  any  the  poorer  for 
his  share  in  providing  the  necessary  funds  to 
maintain,  not  only  the  disabled  and  aged  conduc- 
tors, but  his  family  as  well,  for  the  means  to  be 
used  for  his  betterment  apply  with  equal  force  to 
the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  There  is  an  old  adage  that 
what  is  good  for  the  gander  is  good  for  the  goose 
and  goslings.  There  are  406  Divisions  in  the  O.  R. 
C.  and  1S6  Divisions  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  Let  us  sup- 
pose there  is  one  conductor,  conductor's  wife 
or  widow,  or  orphan  children  to  each  Division  to 
be  cared  for  in  the  home  by  raising  a  permanent 
endowment  fund.  How?  Easy  as  rolling  off  a  log. 
Each  Division  of  O.  R.  C.  and  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  shall 
appoint  a  committee  of  three  on  entertainment. 
Said  committee  shall  appoint  a  suitable  day  each 
year  to  be  called  Conductors'  Endowment  or 
Home  Pete  Day.  upon  which  shall  be  a  grand  ball, 
bazaar,  lecture  or  social  function  of  some  kind, 
picnic  or  supper,  etc.  Tickets  of  invitation  issued 
with  coupon  stating  the  object,  with  price.  25  cents. 
SO  cents.  $1.00.  etc.  These  tickets  to  be  distributed 
to  members  of  the  Order  to  be  disposed  of  in  ad- 
vance, a  sufficient  number  to  be  sold  to  cover  all 
expenses  and  to  realize  the  sum  of  $40  net.  With 
this  sum  the  committee  will  insure  the  lifeof  some 
one  member  of  the  Division  in  one  of  the  old  line 
companies  of  insurance  on  the  endowment  plan, 
or  otherwise,  for  $1,000,  made  payable  to  the  Con- 
ductors' Home  trustees.  Now,  suppose  500  out  of 
the  556  Divisions  insure  one  member,  what  will  the 
result  be?  According  to  the  insurance  tables  of 
mortality  there  would  be  165  deaths  in  that  5N 
within  20  years.  Thus  there  would  be  guaranteed 
to  be  paid  to  the  trustees  of  the  home  an  average 
income  of  $8250  per  year.  At  the  end  of  20  years, 
the  335  persons  still  living  would  be  entitled  to  ma- 
tured policies  amounting  to  $340,810.  The  plan 
means  that  the  home  would  have  an  income  of 
$8,150  a  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  20  years  the  335 
persons  still  living  would  be  entitled  to  the  amount 
of  $340,810  endowment,  which  would  be  paid  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Conductors'  Home,  the  persons  in- 
sured having  no  personal  interest  whatever  in  the 
insurance  policy.  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  any 
one  of  the  individuals  so  insured,  another  person 
would  be  insured  so  that  the  number  would  be  un- 
diminished, and  the  annual  income  would  remain 
the  same. 

Now.  Brother  W.  H.  Ingram.  St.  Thomas  Divi- 
sion 13,  as  you  are  "it"  on  the  insurance  questions. 
I  leave  this  proposition  for  you  to  figure  out  the  de- 
tails of  this  plan  to  endow  the  Conductors'  Home. 
However.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  Brother 
Osborn's  plan  for  an  industrial  home  is  the  best, 
as  being  the  quickest  to  realize  with  certain  suc- 
cess at  the  start,  and  has  no  humiliating  conditions 
in  it.  It  would  be  a  rare  case  where  a  conductor, 
or  his  wife,  or  widow,  or  orphans  could  not  make 
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themselves  useful  in  some  capacity  in  such  an  in- 
stitution. Read  his  letter  in  The  Conductor  for 
November.  1900.  pages  806  and  807.  discuss  these 
Matters  thoroughly  in  your  Division  meetings  and 
endeavor  to  arrive  at  some  definite  conclusion,  and 
then  instruct  your  delegates  to  the  St.  Paul  con- 
vention in  May  to  use  all  legitimate  means  to  have 
the  convention  do  something  far  the  aged  and  dis- 
abled conductors,  their  wives,  widows  and  or- 
phans: for  whatever  you  do  for  the  least  one  of 
these,  the  same  shall  be  dealt  to  you  and  yours  in 
the  time  to  come.  Start  the  20th  century  right, 
with  the  determination  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  Order  and  everyone  connected  with  it.  I 
hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  you  in 


head,  and  I  was  named  to  fill  the  office  again.  I 
have  promised  to  do  so  without  expense  to  the  Di- 
vision, and  I  feel  certain  that  the  Brothers  will  ap- 
preciate this  generosity,  even  if  they  do  wonder 
where  I  get  all  my  money  from.  It  may  be  a  relief 
to  some  if  they  understand  that  I  live  near  the 
treasury  department. 

Our  recent  election  passed  with  the  following  re- 
sult: L.  F.  Gooding.  C.  C:  G.  E.  Parker.  A.  C.  C; 
G.  W.  Grantier.  S.  and  T.:  J.  R.  Bentley.  S.  C:  Jas. 
Corwin.  J.  C:  Thos.  Lynch.  I.  S.:  J.  N.  Collins.  O. 
S.:  G.  W.  Grantier,  Cipher  Correspondent;  L.  L. 
Beckwith,  Division  Correspondent:  J.  A.  Rothwell. 
Delegate  to  Grand  Division:  Thos.  Lynch,  Alter- 
nate: C.  A.  Wood,  Legislative  Committeeman:  P. 


I.  J.  J.  Rooncy.  S.  C.  Div,  332. 

t  J.  C.  Berry,  Div.  332. 

X  F.  H.  Mickelwait,  Div.  358. 

4.  J.  E.  Jordon.  I.  S.,  Div.  332. 

5.  W.  H.  Virgin.  O.  S..  Div.  332. 


J.  A.  Webb.  Div.  332.  11. 

J.M.  Birdsong,  Ch'm  L.  Com..  332.  12. 

W.  H.  Crawshaw,  J.  C.  Div.  332.  13. 

B.  P.  Harrington,  Div.  332.  14. 

C.  M.  Laws,  C.  C,  Div.  332.  15. 


V.  Schuller,  Div.  332. 

Wylie  A.  Nash.  S.  &  T.  Div.  332. 

T.  H.  Campbell.  A.C.C.  Div.  332. 

J  E.  Ward.  Div.  175. 

R.  P.  Hargraves,  Div.  332. 


St  Paul,  and  imbibing  a  thimble  full  of  snake  bite 
cure  with  Pasathevinegar.  By  the  way.  I  would 
like  to  know  if  be  still  survives  the  last  season's 
campaign,  could  also  stand  a  little  criticism  from 
Veritas  and  Pnmphrey?  Have  I  cheek?  Well, 
rather!  Age  (67)  is  privileged,  you  know. 
Titusville.  Pa-       Capt.  Gbo.  W.  Barber.  Sr. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  endeavored  at  our  recent  election  to  convince 
the  Division  that  I  was  a  bankrupt  from  spending 
so  much  for  stationery  and  postage  the  past  year, 
in  my  efforts  to  do  my  duty  as  correspondent,  and 
1  think  I  would  have  succeeded  but  for  Brother 
Grantier.  who  knocked  my  little  scheme  in  the 


Kiernan.  R.  C.  Ellis.  F.  P.  McCarrick.  Division 
Committee.  Brothers  C.  E.  Stickles  and  S.  W. 
Trull  having  resigned  from  the  Local  Committee 
of  Adjustment  for  the  Erie  road.  Brother  J.  R. 
Bently  succeeds  to  the  chairmanship  of  said  com- 
mittee and  Brothers  J.  H.  Field  and  J.  J.  Kelly 
were  elected  to  fill  the  vacancies.  Local  commit- 
tee of  adjustment  for  the  Tioga  division  of  the 
Erie  were  elected  and  are  Chas.  McCarthy.  Thos. 
Kerwan  and  G.  S.  Richter.  Number  9  has  lost 
some  members  by  transfer,  but  still  have  a  mem- 
bership of  over  ninety. 

It  is  not  often  that  we  can  chronicle  the  fact  of  a 
man  having  spent  fifty  years  in  railway  service  and 
still  be  rugged  and  enjoying  good  health,  but  I 
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have  now  to  tell  yon  of  one.  that  of  J.  H.  Post,  who 
for  a  half  century  has  been  employed  on  the  same 
road,  now  the  Northern  Central.  He  has  grown 
up.  with  the  road,  having  seen  its  construction  and 
development  from  the  beginning'  to  the  present 
time,  and  as  the  age  limit  has  overtaken  him  at 
seventy  he  is  to  retire  and  be  counted  on  the  pen- 
sion list.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  along:  the  line. 
His  home  was  filled  on  the  evening;  of  December 
30  by  his  friends  in  the  train  service,  and  a  very 
happy  hour  was  spent  with  Jim  and  his  family.  A 
very  easy  and  comfortable  chair  and  other  things 
to  comfort  him  in  his  retiring:  and  reclining:  years 
were  presented  him.  and  on  this  occasion  was  the 
only  time  that  Uncle  Jim  couldnot  speak  for  him- 
self, but  as  actions  speak  louder  than  words,  all 
present  know  bow  he  felt  and  how  he  will  appre- 
ciate them  in  the  years  before  him,  which  all  will 
wish  may  be  many  and  full  of  happiness  for  one 
who  counts  no  enemies,  but  all  as  friends. 
Elmira.  N.  Y.  L.  L.  Beckwith. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  32  elected  the  following:  officers  for 
1901:  T.  B.  Hewett.  C.  C:  John  Eckert.  A.  C.  C: 
S.  Purple,  S.  and  T.:  William  Hendry.  S.  C: 
Henry  Yocuam.  J.  C:  D.  G.  Lyons.  I.  G.;  M.  Haugh, 
O.  G.;  M.  Haugh.  Delegate  to  the  Grand  Division, 
and  in  electing:  him  the  Brothers  made  no  mis- 
take, for  we  feel  assured  that  they  have  selected 
one  that  will  work  for  and  represent  his  Division 
and  the  Order  in  general,  in  an  honorable  manner. 
We  are  satisfied  that  Division  32  has  as  fine  a  staff 
of  officers  as  ever  occupied  the  chairs  of  the 
Division.  If  our  Division  don't  prosper  it  will  net 
be  the  fault  of  its  officers.  Brothers,  it  is  your 
duty  to  turn  out  and  assist  them  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty:  but  a  great  many  of  the  Brothers 
seem  to  think  they  have  performed  their  duty 
when  they  attend  the  meeting  of  election,  and  let 
the  Division  get  along  the  remainder  of  the  year 
as  best  it  can.  This  should  not  be  the  case  for  we 
all  owe  a  duty  to  our  Order,  and  how  much  more 
encouraging  to  the  officers  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty,  to  have  a  good  attendance  than  merely 
a  quorum.    In  unity  is  strength. 

The  officers  were  installed  by  Past  Chief  Con- 
ductor David  Barrckman,  who.  when  one  of  our 
members,  was  a  faithful  worker.  We  miss  his 
able  counsel  and  kind  words,  but  he  is  always  a 
welcome  visitor  in  Division  32.        P.  W.  Egan. 

Meadville.  Pa. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Although  rarely  heard  from  in  the  columns  of 
Thb  Conductor.  Division  24  is  very  much  alive 
and  is  getting  its  full  share  of  the  prosperity  which 
the  "full  dinner  pail"  typifies. 

The  Division  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
good  judgment  it  has  shown  in  its  choice  of  offi- 
cers for  the  ensuing  year.  The  following  were 
elected:  N.  Stewart.  C.  C.i  H.  L.  Lampman.  A.  C. 
C:  J.  B.  Wiley,  S.  and  T.:  T.  F.  Cully.  S.  C:  A.  E. 
Spaulding.  J.  C;  William  Manchester.  I.  S.:  H.  A. 
Dunbar.  O.  S.:  Finance  Committee.  J.  A.  Sturt- 
evant.  J.  C.  Hurley.  J.  C.  White.:  Local  Committee. 
H.  A.  Dunbar.  J.  A.  Sturtevant.  J.  E.  Maun.  Dele- 
gate. H.  A.  Dunbar:  Alternate.  Clark  Remington. 

The  election  of  Brother  Stewart  to  the  respon- 


sible office  of  Chief  Conductor  should  not  pass  witl 
out  a  word.  Brother  Stewart  is  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Division  and  has  always  proved 
himself  loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Order. 
His  election  is  a  fitting  recognition  of  his  sterling 
worth.  Brother  Wiley's  unanimous  re-election  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  an  office  which  he  has 
held  for  the  past  twelve  years,  speaks  for  itself. 

During  the  first  week  in  January.  Division  21 
held  another  of  the  fairs  for  which  it  has  attained 
an  enviable  local  reputation.  It  was  a  success  in 
every  way  arid  netted  a  large  sum  to  be  used  for 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  members.  One 
thousand  tickets  were  sold.  Much  credit  is  due 
the  energetic  committee.  Business  on  the  Central 
Vermont  is  booming  and  all  the  boys  are  getting 
in  good  time.  Freight  is  heavy  and  the  year  1900 
was  a  record  breaker  in  the  history  of  the  system's 
passenger  traffic.  The  changes  among  the  offi- 
cials which  began  when  the  new  management 
took  the  road,  continue  frequent.  Division  24  is 
proud  that  one  of  its  members.  Brother  John 
Keefe.  has  been  promoted  from  the  ranks  to  be 
trainmaster,  with  headquarters  in  this  city,  in 
place  of  E.  D.  Nash,  who  has  been  transferred  to 
the  southern  division.  Brother  Keefe  is  receiving 
congratulations  on  all  bands  and  every  conductor 
wishes  him  the  success  he  deserves.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Chaffer,  well  known  to  all  the  railroad  boys,  has 
been  made  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  company  to 
succeed  Mr.  R.  H.  Ingram,  who  goes  to  the  South- 
ern Pacific  with  Mr.  Charles  M.  Hays.  Brother 
Joseph  Bascomb's  many  friends  are  glad  to  see 
him  recovered  from  the  serious  accident  with 
which  he  recently  met.  A  sudden  motion  of  the 
train  threw  him  against  a  lamp  in  bis  caboose. 
The  broken  glass  cnt  bis  neck  so  severely  that  he 
was  confined  to  the  house  for  several  weeks.  St. 
Albans,  the  prettiest  city  in  Vermont,  shares  in 
the  Central  Vermont's  prosperity.  With  an  elec- 
tric road  to  the  Bay  and  S wanton  already  begun 
and  a  splendid  new  hotel  promised  in  the  near 
future,  the  Brothers  here  are  thinking  that  in 
selecting  a  place  for  the  convention  of  1903  the 
Grand  Division  should  take  into  consideration 
this  beautiful  city,  nestled  by  the  side  of  historic 
Lake  Champlain.  in  the  midst  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent scenery,  the  true  Switzerland  of  America, 

And  now  a  bit  of  advice  as  to  attendance  at  meet- 
ings. Don't  wait  until  you  need  the  Order's  help 
before  making  the  acquaintance  of  the  inside  of 
the  Division  room.  If  you  receive  benefit  from 
the  Order,  you  certainly  should  give  it  your  sop- 
port  by  being  regularly  at  the  meetings.  Start 
the  first  year  of  the  new  century  right  and  let  there 
be  fewer  absentees.  Bellkvdk. 

St.  Albans.  Vt. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  the  recent  election  of  officers  Division  330 
made  some  few  changes  in  its  official  directory. 
Brother  E.  R.  Thorpe  was  again  elected  C.  C.  for 
the  fifth  time  and  has  represented  this  Division 
three  times  at  conventions.  Brother  M.  B.  Hoi  lis 
was  elected  Secretary  for  the  sixth  time,  which 
speaks  very  highly  for  these  two  gentlemen. 
Brother  W.  H.  Allen,  one  of  the  young  members  of 
the  Order,  was  elected  A.  C.  C.  which  speaks  well 
for  Brother  Allen.    Our  delegate  this  year  is 
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Brother  H.  H.  Bryan,  and  Brother  H.  A.  Smith  as 
alternate.  Both  are  hustlers  and  good  members. 
Not  being  present  on  election  day.  am  not  posted 
as  to  the  other  offices,  and  not  being  present,  prob- 
ably accounts  for  my  being  elected  to  the  soft 
snap  (?)  of  correspondent  Boys,  if  yon  had  left  it 
to  me  I  could  have  chosen  better  for  yon.  I  have 
just  finished  reading  a  letter  in  The  Conductor 
from  Brother  O.  L.  Rolfe.  now  in  Mexico,  formerly 
of  the  "Q".  I  knew  him  when  I  was  working  out  of 
Beardstown  on  the  old  O.  &  M.  We  were  also  in 
Boston  together  in  B.  R.  T.  convention  of  '93. 
Brother  Rolfe  will  be  glad  to  know  that  W.  W. 
Perkins,  formerly  from  the  C.  B.  &  Q..  is  located 
here  and  is  a  member  of  the  Order  and  running  a 
train  here  and  married  and  living  happy.  Now  I 
wonld  like  to  ask  the  members  of  Division  339,  are 
you  familiar  with  sections  79  and  53  of  the  Statute  ? 
If  you  are  not.  don't  fail  to  read  them.  There  is 
only  one  way  to  have  a  successful  Division  and 
that  is  to  attend  the  meetings.  If  you  have  any 
kicking  to  do.  come  to  Division  room  and  do  it 
and  help  to  make  it  better.  Let  ns  all  try  and  do 
better  in  1901.  Wishing  yon  all  a  Happy  New  Year 
with  good  health  and  fortune. 
Washington.  Ind.  R.  B.  Ingraham. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  184  has  been  bringing  in  new  members 
all  the  year  and  we  hope  soon  to  add  more  to  our 
fold.  At  our  last  meeting  the  following  officers 
were  elected:  J.  A.  Capell.  C.  C:  W.  T.  Morris.  A. 
C.C.:J.  H.  Durham.  S.C.:  W.  H.  Lewis.  J.'C:  C. 
E.  Pugh.  S.  and  T.  Lewis.  Driscoll  and  Buster. 
Division  Committee.  A  few  changes  in  C.  &  O. 
officers  will  take  place- the  first  of  the  year.  Mr. 
E.  C.  Doyle  is  promoted  to  general  manager. 
Mr.  C.  C.  Walker  to  general  superintendent, 
eastern  division.  Mr.  J.  W.  Knapp  changed  from 
Hnntington  division  to  Richmond.  Mr.  J.  H.  Car- 
lisle from  Clifton  Forge  to  Huntington.  Our 
trainmaster.  Mr.  B.  W.  Grice.  promoted  to  super- 
intendent at  Clifton  Forge. 

I  am  glad  to  report  Brothers  Baker  and  Durham 
bo  much  improved  as  to  soon  be  with  ns  again. 
We  deeply  sympathize  with  Brother  Roberts  in 
the  loss  of  his  right  hand  by  explosion  of  a  fusee, 
this  being  the  first  accident  ef  the  kind  we  have 
ever  known.  A  sad  accident  on  the  Craig  Valley 
branch  of  the  C.  &  O.  From  some  unknown  cause 
the  engine  capsized,  killing  engineer  Will  Mosley 
instantly.  The  fireman  and  front  brakeman  re- 
ceived slight  wounds. 

I  agree  with  Brother  Lundrigan  in  regard  to 
correspondence.  It  wonld  be  well  for  every  con- 
ductor to  write  and  let  us  get  the  ideas  of  all  the 
members,  but  usually  what  is  everyone's  business 
is  no  one's  business,  so  if  we  did  not  elect  a  cor- 
respondent perhaps  no  one  would  write. 

Slowly,  solemnly  and  grandly  our  nineteenth 
century  passes  into  the  everlasting  past,  leaving 
behind  her  many  grand  discoveries  too  numerous 
to  mention.  A  marvelous  increase  in  man's  pro- 
ductive power,  which  promises  continuous  growth. 
The  discovery  of  the  wonderfnl  power  of  steam, 
electricity  and  compressed  air.  We  cannot  see 
anything  left  for  the  twentieth  century  to  dis- 
cover, but  as  in  all  ages  improvements  have  been. 


and  shall  be  made,  and  only  time  shall  prove  the 
strength  of  the  coming  century.  But  one  great 
improvement  for  the  present  generation  to  make 
in  the  coming  century,  is  to  make  a  law  providing 
for  the  unemployed  order  men  by  having  a  bureau 
at  our  headquarters  where  the  names  of  all  men 
out  of  employment  shall  be  sent,  and  making  an 
agreement  with  all  jail  road  companies  that  to 
every  two  brakemen  promoted,  one  man  from  this 
bureau  shall  be  employed,  each  man  going  ac- 
cording to  his  standing  on  the  list,  first  in  first  out. 
This  may  seem  hard  to  the  brakemen.  but  in  time 
it  shall  as  much  benefit  to  him  as  to  the  present 
conductor,  as  all  are  looking  forward  to  the  day  of 
his  promotion,  not  thinking  of  the  day  of  his  dis- 
charge, perhaps  through  some  accident  he  cannot 
blame  himself  for,  yet  be  must  go  up.  then  he  will 
appreciate  that  dear  old  bureau,  where  be  may 
find  employment  and  be  able  to  care  for  those  de- 
pending upon  him.  By  making  this  a  law  our 
power  will  be  seen  and  all  conductors  will  be  glad 
to  come  in  with  us  and  so  strengthen  our  chain. 
Brakemen  should  have  similar  arrangements,  so 
that  no  student  should  be  employed  while  sober 
industrious  men  of  experience  are  idle.  I  do  not 
believe  in  employing  more  men  than  are  neces- 
sary to  do  the  work,  as  men  are  not  fitted  for  any 
other  business  after  railroading  awhile.  The  age 
limit  should  be  abolished,  let  a  man  be  eligible  as 
long  as  he  is  able  to  do  the  services  required. 
Clifton  Forge.  Va.  P.  A.  McDanikl. 

«& 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Having  been  elected  correspondent  for  Thb 
Conductor.  I  suppose  the  boys  will  naturally  look 
for  a  letter  from  me.  Division  337  held  their  elec- 
tion Dec.  9.  The  following  officers  were  elected: 
H.  Lang  C.  C:  T.  H.  Hoover.  A  C.  C:  G.  W. 
Propps.  S,  and  T.:  F.  R.  Galloway.  S.  C;  J.  E.  Gary. 
J.  C:  G.  A.  Kinnitt.  I.  C:  H.  Carter.  O.  C.  Divis- 
ion Committee:  Brothers  Mathews.  Hoover  and 
Galloway.  H.  Long,  Delegate  to  Grand  Division: 
G.  W.  Propp.  Alternate:  H.  Long.  Cipher  Corres- 
pondent 

.Several  of_our_membersTare  contemplating  [a 
trip  to  St.  Paul.' in  May.  1901. 4 —  Ifc  -1  <  

Our  Division  is  prospering  with  fifty-five  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  and  two  applications  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  We  are  glad  to  say  we 
have  had  no  death  in  our  Division  the  past  year, 
and  )  hope  we  can  say  the  same  one  year  hence. 
Brother  G.  W.  Wheeler  has  been  laid  up  with  a 
severe  case  of  pneumonia.  His  many  friends  are 
glad  to  see  him  out  again.  Some  of  our  Brothers 
are  contemplating  matrimony  from  all  outward 
indication.  Brother  Alldridge  tells  me  Brother  Geo. 
W.  Brasbear  is  a  regular). passenger  on  41  every 
other  day.  and  he  always  gets  off  at  the  same  place 
—Garrett  Park.  H.  L. 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  334  elected  and  installed  officers  for  1901 
as  follows:  H.  L.  Jordan.  C.  C:  J.  M.  Jackson.  A. 
C.  C:  A.  B.  Keyes.  S.  and  T.:  H.  T.  Vaughan.  S.  C: 
A.  R.  Causey.  J.  C:  W.  Q.  Adams.  I  S.;  I  K.  Hayes. 
O.  S.:  A.  B.  Keyes.  Delegate:  E.  D.  O'Bryant. 
Alternate,  and  the  writer.  Correspondent. 
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After  the  election  the  installation  ceremonies 
were  impressively  performed  by  Brother  E.  D.  O*- 
Bryant.  P.  C.  C.  ably  assisted  by  Brother  H.  W. 
White,  as  marshal.  Fraternal  rivalry  for  the  dif- 
ferent offices  was  very  keen,  and  some  of  the  nom- 
inating speeches  as  well  as  those  of  acknowledge- 
ment were  witty  and  pleasing.  And  I  am  snre  that 
every  Brother  who  attended  will  always  remem- 
ber the  day  with  pleasure,  not  alone  as  one  of  fra- 
ternal enjoyment,  bnt  we  can  look  back  with  pride 
on  the  links  we  formed  that  connect  Division  334 
with  a  century  that  is  passing  away  and  one 
that  is  coming  in.  Most  members  of  Divi- 
sion 334  are  interested  in  changes  among  offi- 
cials on  Southern  Railway,  effective  first  of 
coming  year.  Mr..H.  G.  Farrar.  now  trainmaster. 
Jefferson  to  Austel,  goes  to  west  end  of  Southern 
R'y.  as  trainmaster  (Jefferson  to  Greenville.  Miss.) 
vice  Mr.  W.  J.  Francis,  resigned.  Mr.  R.  L.  Barrett 
succeeds  Mr.  Farrar  as  trainmaster  on  east  end. 
Mr.  Barrett  has  been  general  yar  dm  aster  for  the 
Southern  at  Birmingham  for  some  time,  and  his 
promotion  is  well  deserved.  Both  Mr.  Farrar  and 
Mr.  Barrett  are  very  popnlar  with  the  boys;  so. 
while  the  loss  of  the  former  is  regretted,  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  latter  is  pleasing.  Mr.  M.-  H. 
Conley  succeeds  Mr.  Barrett  as  G.  Y.  M.  at  Bir- 
mingham. Harry  T.  Vaughan. 

A  von  dale.  Ala. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

December  14th  Division  244  held  its  annual  elec- 
tion amidst  an  attendance  of  which  any  Division 
might  be  proud  and  elected  the  following  officers: 
Brother  M.  L.  Phelps  was  re-elected  C.  C.  and  I 
noticed  a  satisfied  smile  on  the  faces  of  many  as 
they  voiced  his  re-election  by  acclamation. 
Brother  W.  S.  Steele  was  re-elected  S.  and  T.  by  an 
unanimous  vote;  C.  A.  Gurnsey.  A.  C:  E.  C.  Heap. 
S.C.;E.P.  Mattingly.  J.  C;  J.  J.  Fennell.  I.  S.;  W. 
M.  Brown.  O.  S.;  E.  M.  Harner.  Delegate:  E.  Jones 
Hawkins.  Alternate:  M.  L.  Phelps.  Cipher  Corres- 
pondent; E.  P.  Mattingly.  Correspondent;  E.  M. 
Harner.  Wm.  Craig  and  F.  W.  Madison.  Division 
Committee.  In  the  evening  we  held  a  joint  instal- 
lation with  our  Sisters  of  Division  148.  L.  A.  to  O. 
R.  C.  The  ladies  took  the  floor  first.  Sister  Emma 
Myles  acting  as  installing  officer,  conducting  the 
installation  in  a  charming  manner,  which  was 
highly  appreciated  by  all  present.  After  she  con- 
cluded. Brother  Phelps  in  a  neat  speech  presented 
her  with  a  handsome  boquet  in  the  name  of  Divi- 
sion 244.  Our  installation  was  one  in  name  only. 
The  ladies  having  witnessed  our  work  on  former 
occasions,  we  made  a,  burlesque  of  it  and  created 
no  end  of  fun  and  amusement.  At  10  p.  m.  we  sat 
down  to  a  banquet  given  by  the  Division  and 
royally  served  by  Brother  "Single  Deck"  Johnson, 
the  genial  proprietor  of  the  Elk  hotel.  Colorado 
Springs.  Don't  think  Division  244  isn't  strictly  up 
to  date  for  she  certainly  is.  Full  dress  suits  were 
quite  conspicuous.  As  we  didn't  possess  that 
household  luxury  we  hied  ourselves  to  "Uncle  Sol- 
omon's." who  helps  us  out  on  just  such  occasions. 
But  alas!  Too  late!  Brother  Bill  Brown  was  just 
coming  out  the  door,  the  last  misfit  under  his  arm 
and  a  satisfied  smile  on  his  face. 

I  am  happy  to  report  the  return  to  work  of 
Brother  Wm.  Craig.  Brother  Craig  is  one  of  the 


C.  M.'s  most  efficient  passenger  conductors  and  • 
gentleman  anywhere  you  meet  him.  Good  luck  to 
you.  Billy.  Brother  and  Sister  Ingham  have  Quit 
us  for  the  land  of  the  Greaser  and  cactus  and  are 
now  located  in  Puebla.  Mexico.  Better  keep  your 
eye  on  Bert,  Sister  Ingham,  as  Puebla  is  noted  for 
its  handsome  Senoritas.  We  speak  from  exper- 
ience. Brother  Roberti.  C.  C.  of  Division  325  is  at 
work  again,  after  a  severe  attack  of  pneumonia. 

Brother  Riley  Miller,  who  was  injured  December 
31st  at  Divide  is  improving  rapidly.  Sisters  of  Di- 
vision 148  gave  a  social  New  Year's  eve  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Warren  Norvell:  card 
playing  and  refreshments  served  to  pass  a  very 
pleasant  evening.  "Easy"  was  there  together 
with  his  appetite,  but  wasn't  feeling  very  well. 
After  the  new  century  was  ushered  in  with  many 
kinds  of  noises,  all  departed  for  their  homes  fully 
satisfied  that  the  ladies  knew  full  well  the  wants 
of  the  inner  man.  Brother  Norvell  says  postage 
stamps  will  be  the  bill  of  fare  for  the  next  week. 
Division  244  starts  off  the  new  year  in  a  very  flour- 
ishing condition.  We  have  a  nice  bank  account;  71 
members  in  good  standing  and  several  in  sight  by 
transfer  and  initiation.  Dame  Rumor  reports 
Brother  F.  B.  Madison  has  been  tendered  the  posi- 
tion of  trainmaster  of  the  Colorado  Springs  & 
Cripple  Creek  District  railroad;  Fred  is  an  old  and 
experienced  mountain  man.  therefore  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place.  Good  luck  and  prosperity 
to  all  members  of  the  Order.  Adios.  Utk, 

Colorado  City.  Colo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  242  has  been  foolish  enough  to  appoint 
me  correspondent.  Well.  Brothers.  I  am  not  going 
to  apologise  to  the  Division  as  they  knew  what 
they  would  get.  We  wish  every  O.  R.  C.  Brother 
and  his  family  a  very  prosperous  and  happy  new 
year.  Our  Division  is  prospering,  and  while  we 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  an  esteemed  friend  and 
Brother.  Harry  Dreany,  from  actual  service,  we 
still  have  a  worker  in  Brother  Harry  Hughes. 
Brother  Harry  Washburn  is  Secretary  for  1901.  and 
Harry's  motto  is.  if  a  thing  is  worth  while  doing, 
to  do  it  well.  We  expect  several  new  members  in 
1901.  and  I  am  happy  to  say  we  pull  together  here 
as  one  family.  Now.  Bothers,  we  will  sign  1901  to 
everything.  Let  us  all  take  stock  of  ourselves  and 
see  how  much  we  are  doing  for  the  great  architect 
of  the  universe.  Brothers.  I  believe  there  is  no 
class  of  men  on  earth  which  does  as  much  for  his 
fellow  man  as  the  conductor.  But  we  do  not 
always  stop  to  think  of  Him  who  gave  everything 
or  who  can  take  away  everything  in  any  instant. 
Brothers,  we  do  not  know  what  moment  our 
Heavenly  Father  may  require  us  to  give  an  account 
of  our  stewardship.  Let  us  stop  and  examine  our- 
selves. Are  we  doing  anything  in  return  for  the 
gifts  bestowed  upon  us?  Remember  it  is  manly  to 
do  right.— yes,  boys,  it  requires  mental  effort,  but 
there  is  a  pleasure  about  it  that  can  only  be  ex- 
plained by  experience.  And  when  all  we  have  to 
do  is  to  ask  for  it  after  making  up  our  minds.  If 
that  was  all  we  had  to  do  in  getting  a  raise  of  salary 
how  quick  we  would  go  for  it!  But  our  Great  Pay- 
master of  the  universe,  boys,  will  pay  us  according 
to  our  merits.  How  much  pay  shall  we  draw? 
Shall  we  hear,  "well  done  thou  good  and  faithful 
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serrant."  or  "depart  from  me."  Brothers,  take 
stock.  Open  a  new  book  for  1901. 

We  are  handling  jnst  about  all  we  can  m  the 
freight  line.  The  boys  are  all  doing  very  well,  but 
losing  lots  of  sleep.  But  one  thing  we  should  feel 
grateful  for  is  the  good  feeling  existing  between 
officials  and  employes  on  this  Division.  The  men 
do  all  they  can  and  it  is  appreciated,  which  makes 
work  easy  at  all  times.  I  will  try  and  have  some 
news  next  time.  Wishing  every  O.  R.  C.  Brother 
a  happy  New  Year.  W.  J.  Hewitt. 

North  Bay.  Ont. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  December  23  we  had  our  annual  election  of 
officers,  with  following  result:  C.  H.  Finney.  C. 
C:  M.  N.  Nelson.  A.  C.  C:  Ed  Dwyer.  S.  and  T.: 
Dick  Scanlin.  S  C :  Geo.  Skinner.  J.  C:  Alf  Bate- 
man.  I.  S.:  Chas.  Graham.  O.  S.  E.  P.  Curtis  was 
elected  delegate,  legislative  committeeman  and  to 
fill  an  unexpired  term  on  adjustment  committee; 
Alternate.  H.  Lou  mas:  Trustees.  Brothers  Loumas, 
Skinner  and  Bateman,  and  your  humble  servant, 
correspondent.  Business  was  quite  rushing  on  the 
"Katy''  (as  it  has  been  for  some  months)  and  there 
were  many  of  the  Brothers  absent  on  that  account. 
Christmas  day  was  ushered  in  in  a  sad  manner  for 
one  of  our  members.  Brother  Sam  Wright,  who 
was  badly  cut  in  a  difficulty  with  his  engineer.  I 
do  not  know  any  of  the  particulars,  but  understand 
the  engineer  was  at  fault.  Brother  Wright  was 
doing  well  at  last  accounts. 

The  "Katy"  is  rushing  their  San  Antonio  ex- 
tension, hoping  to  reach  San  Anton  by  San  Jocinto 
day  (April  21).  when  they  will  run  a  big  excursion 
to  the  "Alamo  City."  This  extension,  it  is  thought, 
will  add  much  to  the  business  of  the  M.  K.  &  T.. 
which  means  more  runs  and  for  some  of  the 
Brothers,  better  runs.  Christmas,  with  its  pleasant 
anticipations,  reunions  and  good  cheer,  has  come 
and  gone  and  I  trust  it  was  a  season  of  Joy  to  every 
conductor  and  his  family  (if  he  be  so  blessed;. 
With  the  ending  of  the  old  year  (1900)  ended  the 
century.  How  old  the  world  is  getting,  how  wise. 
Is  it  any  better  from  our  having  lived  in  it?  I 
hope  so.  If  not.  let's  make  it  so.  Let's  begin  the 
new  year  and  the  new  century  with  the  determina- 
tion to  be  better  members  of  the  Order  than  we 
have,  and  if  we  live  up  to  our  obligations  and  the 
teachings  of  the  Order,  the  world  will  be  better 
for  your  having  lived  in  it.  A  Happy  New  Year. 
Did  you  ever  think  how  much  that  implies?— 
twelve  months  of  happiness,  contentment  and 
prosperity.  That  is  my  wish  for  The  Conductor 
and  all  its  readers.  R.  O.  Coor-Pender. 

Smithville.  Tex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

With  the  beginning  of  the  new  year  and  the  new 
century  I  will  try  and  let  the  readers  of  The  Con- 
ductor know  how  Division  66  is  doing.  The  past 
year  has  been  a  very'  prosperous  one.  We  have 
taken  In  a  few  new  members  and  lost  about  twenty 
old  ones,  who  withdrew  to  join  Division  403.  We 
have  lost  two  members  by  death.  Brother  Need- 
ham  and  Brother  Geo.  Lint.  We  have  one  good 
old  Brother  who.  though  not  in  active  service, 
takes  more  interest  in  the  Division  and  its  affairs 
than  most  of  the  younger  Brothers  who  are  in 


train  service.  I  refer  to  Brother  David  Pratt.  He 
attends  nearly  every  meeting,  and  I  wish  I  could 
say  the  same  for  some  of  the  others.  At  our  meet- 
ing held  December  16  the  following  were  elected 
officers  for  1901:  F.  B.  Sears.  C.  C  :  H.  C.  True.  A. 
C.  C:  S.  S.  Cahill.  S.  and  T.:  C.  E.  Tryon.  S.  C: 
W.  E.  Cotton.  J.  C:  L.  M.  Haseltine.  I.  S.:  L.  W. 
Gould.  O.  S  :  Legislative  Com..  S  S.  Cahill:  Dele- 
gate. F.  B.  Sears:  Alternate.  S.  S.  Cahill:  Division 
Com..  J.  S.  Lysaght.  David  Pratt  and  H.  I.  Steven- 
son. Our  annual  ball  will  be  held  at  City  Hall 
February  13  and  we  hope  to  add  a  few  dollars  to  our 
pile  from  the  receipts  of  this  ball.  I  want  to  ask 
Brother  Cleaves  how  he  would  feel  if  he  would 
attend  Division  once  in  a  year.  Come,  sonny! 
come  and  get  acquainted  with  the  new  Brothers. 
Well.  I  wish  every  member  of  the  Order  a  happy 
and  prosperous  New  Year.  J.  S.  Lysaght. 

Portland.  Me. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

A  joint  installation  of  officers  was  held  in  Da- 
mascus Temple  last  night  by  Rochester  Division 
No.  8  and  Division  79.  Ladies  Auxiliary. "  There 
was  a  recitation  by  Anna  Cleary  and  a  musical  and 
literary  program.  Music  was  furnished  by  a  quar- 
tette from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

These  officers  were  installed  by  the  Conductors: 
W.  H.  Southwick.  C.  C:  E.  F.  Corrigan.  A.  C.  C: 
John  J.  Cleary.  S.  C:  J.  D.  Scott.  J.  C:  M.  A.  Nye. 

I.  S.:  J.  W.  Hailey.  O.  S.:  J.  O.  Spellman.  J.  W. 
Roach'  and  J.  H.  Welch,  Division  Com.  The  in- 
stalling officers  were  retiring  Chief  Conductor  P. 
F.  Keef  and  Marshal  J.  D.  Shults. 

These  officers  were  elected  by  the  Auxiliary: 
Pres..  Mary  E.  Knickerbocker;  V.  P..  Fannie  Stace; 
S.  and  T..  Eva  M.  Connor:  S.  S..  Delia  Sherwood: 
J.  S..  Mary  A.  Cleary:  Guard.  Stella  Harrington; 
Ex.  Com..  Jennie  A.  Depew.  chairman.  Mrs.  Smith 
and  Mrs.  Campbell:  Correspondent.  Eva  G.  Shults: 
Delegate  to  Grand  Division.  Nellie  Cronin;  Alter- 
nate, Eva  G.  Shults.  The  installing  officers  were: 
Nellie  Cronin.  Mary  A.  Roagch  and  Ida  M.  Par- 
sons. 

A  basket  of  flowers  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Cronin. 
Luncheon  was  served  after  the  exercises. 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  *  Reporter. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Among  other  duties  assigned  your  humble  serv- 
ant that  of  Division  scribe  was  added.  Although 
this  is  not  my  first  attempt  at  letter  writing  still  I 
shall  have  to  flag  myself  around  those  heavy 
freights  loaded  down  to  the  limit  with  questions 
of  insurance,  adjustment,  home  for  aged  and  in- 
firm conductore.  shoe  factories,  etc.  December 

II.  1900.  was  the  date  of  our  annual  election  of  offi- 
cers. The  successful  candidates  were:  L.  F.  Scott. 
C.  C:  B.  Kelly.  A.  C.  C:  G.  W.  Apgar.  S.  and  T.: 
Fred  Wicks.  S.  C:  W.  Colsh.  J.  C:  Al  Ayres.  I.  S.: 
Geo.  Boerckel.  O.  S.;  B.  Kelly.  Delegate.  I  am 
confident  the  election  of  the  above  Brothers 
argues  well  for  the  welfare  of  the  Division  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  I  hope  all  Brothers  will  cheer- 
fully co  operate  in  the  future  to  further  the  best 
interests  of  all  concerned  and  remember  always, 
the  Order  is  what  the  members  make  it.  The  best 
way  for  us  to  help  each  other  is.  first,  to  attend 
meetings  regularly  and  thereby  find  out  what  is 
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going  on;  second,  read  The  Conductor  care- 
fully. Select  such  letters  as  appeal  most  strongly 
to  your  fraternal  instincts  and  write  out  such  sug- 
gestions as  you  deem  advisable  and  timely,  and  if 
not  enough  for  a  whole  letter  they  may  be  handed 
to.  and  will  be  received  cheerfully  by  the  scribe 
and  arranged  in  proper  form  for  instructive  re- 
flection. New  business  keeps  well,  as  conductors 
seem  keenly  alive  to  all  the  advantages  accruing 
from  membership  in  the  Order. 

Brothers  Kirby  and  Ringhouse  have  been  laid  up 
with  appendicitis.  Brother  R.  is  in  the  care  of 
surgeons  and  is  doing  nicely,  which  will  be  very 
gratifying  to  his  many  friends.  Division  391  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition  and  business  still  pouring 
In.  L.  F.  Scott. 

Jamaica.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Another  year  has  flown  and  passed  into  the 
silent  realms  of  the  heretofore,  to  sleep  the  in- 
finite ages  of  the  has  beens.  Another  century  of 
Father  Time's  history  has  been  finished,  and  the 
books  closed  and  laid  aside  to  be  replaced  by  the 
beginning  of  a  new  century.  The  old  year.  1900.  is 
gone  and  the  new  year.  1901.  has  come.  Brothers. 
In  this  change  of  time's  circumstances,  let  us  hope 
that  with  the  new  year  there  may  be  success  to 
those  who  have  met  with  failure,  realization  to  the 
disappointed,  joy  to  the  sorrowing,  prosperity  to 
those  in  adversity,  and  peace  and  happiness  every- 
where and  to  everybody,  especially  within  the 
borders  of  our  own  Brother  and  Sisterhood.  In 
this  change  of  time  we  have  been  allowed  a  privi- 
lege that  never  came  to  us  before  and  perhaps 
never  will  come  again:  that  of  bidding  adieu  to  an 
old  and  greeting  a  new  century:  for  none  of  us 
were  living  in  1800,  and  who  of  us  are  liable  to  be 
among  the  living  at  the  close  of  this,  the  twentieth 
century? 

Brothers,  in  perusing  this  train  of  thought,  how 
forcibly  are  we  reminded  of  the  shortness  of  our 
alloted  time  on  earth,  and  with  what  diligence 
should  be  exercised  to  fill  the  measure  of  our  mis- 
sion among  men.  Looking  back  to  the  many  cen- 
turies that  have  passed  since  time  began  and  re- 
membering that  our  existence  began  with  the  last 
century,  compare  our  future  limit  of  time  with 
that,  not  only  of  time,  but  all  eternity,  we  surely 
must  feel  the  span  of  life  is  of  a  few  days  and  we 
are  gone.  Therefore.  Brothers,  it  behooves  us  all 
to  endeavor  to  know  our  duty  and  then  perform  it, 
thereby  exemplifying  the  fundamental  principle 
of  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  brotherhood  of  man. 
It  has  been  said.  "The  past  is  memory,  the 
future  hope,  and  the  present  is  ours  to  use  as  we 
most  desire." 

Division  141.  while  not  a  century  old.  has  lived 
for  several  years,  and  with  all  other  Divisions  has 
had  its  prosperity  and  adversity:  its  joys  and  its 
sorrows,  and.  using  a  common  phrase,  its  ups  and 
downs  in  various  ways  of  which  memory  alone  can 
bring  to  your  minds.  As  a  Division,  we  can  truly 
rejoice  and  be  thankful  for  the  year  1900.  as  but 
little  transpired  to  cast  a  gloom  over  the  year's 
history.  Our  associations  have  been  pleasant  and 
agreeable,  our  meetings  have  been  both  interest- 
ing and  profitable  as  the  business  of  each  meeting 
has  been  transacted  with  proper  despatch  and 


consideration,  and  the  deliberations  of  all  ques- 
tions have  been  tempered  with  prudence,  seal  and 
charity.  While  there  have  been  some  differences 
of  opinion  on  vital  questions,  the  mantle  of  love 
and  charity  was  thrown  over  the  differences  and 
all  clouds  dispersed,.  Last  but  not  least,  we  can 
rejoice  in  the  fact  that  the  grim  monster,  death, 
did  not  cross  our  threshold  during  the  year  1900. 

Brothers,  leaving  the  past  for  memory's  mission 
in  your  minds.  I  would  ask,  "what  is  the  present 
and  what  shall  the  future  be  to  us,  not  only  as  a 
Division,  but  also  individually?"  If  the  present 
is  ours,  are  we  improving  the  fleeting  moments  as 
they  pass,  thereby  insuring  a  bright  future? 
Have  we  the  best  interests  of  our  Division  at 
heart,  and  are  we  ever  ready  to  speak  a  word  of 
encouragement,  or  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  Division  and  its  cause?  Are  we 
always  at  our  meetings  when  within  our  power  to 
be  present,  thereby  filling  our  stations  whether 
official  or  as  sitting  members?  When  present  are 
we  always  ready  to  aid  and  assist  in  the  transac- 
tion of  the  routine  of  business  as  may  be  pre- 
sented in  open  Division,  thereby  giving  the  Di- 
vision the  benefit  of  our  presence?  Brothers,  if 
each  one  will  do  his  duty,  our  meetings  must  be  a 
success,  thereby  insuring  a  bright  and  glorious 
future.  As  individuals,  are  we  ever  striving  to  let 
our  lights  shine  among  men  so  great  that  there 
can  be  but  one  verdict:  that  of  being  filled  and 
controlled  by  the  principles  of  perpetual  friendship. 

Brothers,  is  our  outward  life  among  the  world, 
both  in  word  and  deed,  as  to  bring  no  reproach  on 
our  spotless  name  as  an  O.  R.  C?  Are  we  continu- 
ally living  the  principles  of  our  beloved  Order  to 
the  extent  that  their  rays  can  be  felt  by  all  we 
come  in  contact  with?  If  so.  then  as  individuals 
we  certainly  should  be  happy  and  the  future  surely 
will  be  hopeful  and  bright. 

Brothers,  for  your  information  I  have  compiled 
the  following  statement:  We  have  held  24  meet- 
ings during  the  year  1900,  having  missed  one  regu- 
lar meeting  account  no  quorum,  and  had  one  extra 
meeting.  Total  number  present  during  the  year 
390;  average  attendance  each  meeting  16X:  small- 
est number  at  any  one  meeting  6;  largest  number 
30.  Compared  with  our  membership,  this  would 
seem  a  small  rate  of  attendance,  but  considering 
the  many  disadvantages  part  of  our  membership 
are  under,  it  may  be  counted  a  fair  report. 
Brothers,  if  practicable,  let  us  improve  in  our  at- 
tendance and  each  one  be  in  his  seat  when  oppor- 
tunity will  permit.  Allow  me  to  heartily  thank 
you  for  the  success  of  the  last  year  and  the  hearty 
support  you  have  given  me  as  yeur  chief,  and  the 
leinency  you  have  shown  in  my  imperfections. 
May  the  present  year  be  the  most  successful  year 
we  have  each  and  all  ever  had.  is  the  prayer  of 
your  unworthy  Chief. 

St.  Joseph.  Ho. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor; 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Division  165  in 
1900  the  following  officers  were  elected:  O.  B.  Under- 
wood* C.C.;  D.  N.  Myers.  A.  C.  C;  L.  M.Allen. 
S.  and  T.:  Geo.  Emerson.  S.  C;  T.  W.  Burns.  J.  C: 
G.  W.  Warner,  I.  S.:  J.  W.  Barkalow.  O.  S.:  C.  H.. 
Danner.  Delegate:  D.  N.  Myers.  Alternate.  I 
think  the  members  of  Division  165  elected  a  good 
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staff  of  officers,  as  they  are  all  members  who  have 
had  experience  and  are  good  and  faithful  workers 
for  the  Order.  I  will  have  to  make  one  exception, 
when  it  comes  to  choosing:  a  correspondent.  Some 
one  caught  sight  of  yours  truly,  who  was  trying  to 
keep  still  in  two  or  three  languages,  and— I  am 
-it." 

Business  is  good  on  the  "Memphis"  and  Division 
165  is  in  good  shape,  with  an  occasional  addition  to 
its  membership.  As  I  am  located  about  forty 
miles  from  my  Division  it  keeps  me  bustling  to 
get  to  meetings,  which  I  try  to  do.  I  will  try  to 
write  something  of  interest  next  time. 

Cherokee.  Kas.  H.  Hufford. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  291  held  its  annual  meeting  December 
30. 1900.  and  the  following  Brothers  were  elected: 
J.  H.  Trimmer.  C.  C:  W.  Whitesell.  A.  C.  C:  M.  R. 
Williams.  S.  C:  W.  S.  Newman.  J.  C:  E.  Clum. 
I.  S.;  B.  Dargavel.  O.  S.;  Jno.  Slack.  S.  and  T.  All 
good  men  and  true.  Hoffman.  Parks  and  New- 
man. Division  Com.:'  Bagshan,  Delegate;  Slack. 
Alternate.  We  also  raised  their  dues  one  dollar, 
making  the  dues  four  dollars  per  year,  including 
Grand  dues.  The  Division  has  started  ont  for  an- 
other year  with  good  prospects,  and  if  the  lay 
Brothers  will  only  turn  out  to  the  meetings  and 
kelp  their  newly-elected  officers  it  will  be  all  right 
and  the  work  of  the  year  will  be  a  success. 
Brother  Sliker  ordered  a  conductor's  dinner  at  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.  restaurant  the  other  night  and  got  a 
bowl  of  bread  and  milk.  He  paid  for  it  and  said 
nothing.  Brother  Dargavel  is  mourning  the  loss 
of  a  fountain  pen.  and  now  someone  has  broken 
into  his  closet  and  stole  other  tools  from  him.  He 
had  better  not  rubber  'round  so  much.  Brother 
Slack  is  studying  the  bargain  counters,  and  if  you 
want  anything,  consult  him.  Brother  Brown  had  a 
terrible  time  with  his  monthly  statement,  but  I 
guess  he  got  there  o.  k.  I  have  offered  my  help  if 
he  needs  it  next  month.  Brother  Hough  has  been 
sick  for  some  time  and  is  not  working,  nor  can  we 
hear  anything  of  him.  I  hope  to  meet  Brothers 
Ingram  and  Mackenzie,  of  St.  Thomas,  at  Grand 
Division,  and  others  that  I  have  met  in  the  past, 
and  hope  to  have  a  good  time.  Division  291  wishes 
yon  a  Happy  New  Year  and  hopes  that  1901  will  be 
the  best  year  of  our  noble  Order.       O.  R.  W.  C. 

Hoboken.  N.  J. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  Dec.  16.  Division  367  held  its  annual  election 
of  officers,  which  resulted  as  follows:  A.T.Val- 
entine. C.  C;  G.  E.  Benton.  A.  C.  C:  M.  Kennedy. 
S.  and  T.:  P.  Whaling.  S.  C:  J.  H.  Ashton.  J.  C:  R. 
E.  Mclnturff.  I.  S.:  J.  A.  Fulmer.  O.  S.;  C.  C.  Clem- 
ent, Delegate  to  Grand  Division.  Local  Com- 
mittee: G.  E.  Benton.  H.  L.  Price.  J.  M.  Wright. 
S.  T.  Nail.  Member  Legislative  Committee:  M. 
Kennedy.  Cipher  Correspondent:  Thos.  McBee: 
Conductor  Correspondent. 

It  was  a  well  attended  meeting,  and  one  could 
readily  discern  an  awakening  of  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm, which,  if  not  allowed  to  die  out.,  will 
place  our  Division  where  it  should  be— among  the 
front  rank  of  the  Divisions  in  the  south.  It  is  rich 
in  having  among  its  members  good  material:  men  . 
who  are  ever  ready  and  willing  to  work  for  the 


good  of  their  Division  and  the  whole  Order,  and 
men  who  have  the  strength  of  character  and  abil- 
ity to  have  their  efforts  crowned  with  success. 
We  are  constantly  receiving  new  recruits,  both  by 
transfer  and  new  members,  while  our  losses  are 
few  and  far  between.  This  speaks  well  for  us.  as 
we  are  only  100  miles  north  of  Division  106  at  New 
Orleans,  and  100  miles  south  of  Division  304  at  Can- 
ton. Miss.— two  as  good  Divisions  as  one  will  find 
in  any  section  of  this  continent. 

I  know  of  no  system  of  railroad  where  the  con- 
ductors are  as  universally  Order  men  as  they 
are  on  the  I.  C.  *I  have  yet  to  see  a  loyal  Brother 
come  to  this  part  of  the  country  who  has  not  en- 
joyed a  cordial  welcome,  and  if  in  search  of  em- 
ployment, who  has  not  received  the  full  influence 
of  the  Order  to  secure  employment  for  him. 

The  officers  we  elected  for  this  year  are  an  en- 
tirely new  set.  with  the  exception  of  our  worthy 
S.  and  T.  We  hope  and  believe  the  new  ones  will 
faithfully  and  efficiently  discharge  their  duties, 
but  as  to  Brother  Kennedy,  his  record  is  such  a 
guarantee  that  his  unanimous  re-election  carried 
with  it  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the  Division  for  his 
tireless  and  successful  efforts  in  the  several  terms 
he  has  served  in  his  present  capacity.  The  in- 
stallation took  place  the  day  of  election,  and  all 
officers  were  installed  except  Brother  Mclnturff, 
who  was  unavoidably  absent.  The  retiring  C.  C. 
requested  the  writer  to  act  as  installing  officer, 
and  Brother  J.  M.  Abbott  was  appointed  Marshall. 
Many  of  our  members  are  interested  in  the  special 
train  which  our  good  sister  Division  106  is  going  to 
run  to  St.  Paul,  and  it  is  likely  that  Division  367 
will  be  well  represented  on  this  train.  We  extend 
greeting  to  106  and  wish  that  its  undertaking  may 
be  a  glorious  success  from  every  stand  point. 

Our  freight  business  on  the  Louisiana .  division 
of  the  I.  C.  has  not  been  as  heavy  as  it  was  ex- 
pected to  be  this  winter,  bnt  we  are  daily  expect- 
ing a  grain  rush  which  will  bring  smiles  to  our 
extra  conductors,  and  then  the  gravel  pit  will 
soon  open  up  and  every  conductor  will  have  more 
work  than  he  wants.  To  my  friends  all  over  the 
country  I  extend  sincere  regards,  and  I  wish  them 
to  know  that  in  my  new  home  I  am  among  new  bnt 
loyal  friends.  Thos.  McBee. 

McComb.  Miss. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Happy  New  Year  to  all  I'  Here  we  are.  spared 
by  the  Mighty  Giver  of  all  things,  to  stand  the 
storm  of  another  year.  Let  us  all  turn  over  another 
new  leaf  as  usual  and  try  to  see  how  much  good  can 
be  done  in  the  next  twelve  montbs.  As  there  has 
been  nothing  shown  up  from  Division  85— this 
land  of  sand,  coyotes,  cactus  in  the  valleys  and 
snow  balls  and  pine  timber  in  the  mountains,— I 
will  give  you  a  few  short  lines  in  my  best  manner. 

Our  business  is  good  and  everybody  is  doing 
pretty  well.  We  now  have  six  daily  passenger 
trains  and  they  are  crowded.  Our  boys  in  blue 
look  pretty  nice,  and  some  of  them  are  wearing 
them  now.  The  men  on  east  end  between  here 
and  Albuquerque  are  Berry,  Barney.  Heady, 
Frost,  Furlong.  Somerville.  Chandler,  Hill  and 
Davern.  On  west  end  between  here  and  Needles 
are  Hanks.  Moody.  McDonnell.  Burke.  Burgett. 
Carpenter,  Maxon,  Carter  and  Morse.   All  are  run 
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in  chain  gang,  as  the  flyers  do  not  have  regular 
assigned  crews  now.  The  men  are  running  alto- 
gether too  bard  and  want  another  crew  on  each 
end.  Our  dear,  old  time  and  reliable  friend.  C.  R. 
Perry,  who  has  held  positions  from  brake  man  to 
superintendent,  and  resigned  his  position  as  train- 
master here  last  spring  to  take  a  trip  to  Cape 
Nome,  is  now  running  a  passenger  train  for  the 
Santa  Fe  between  Los  Angeles,  and  Needles.  Cal. 
Glad  to  hear  it.  Yours  truly  made  a  fly  trip  east 
in  December  to  accompany  my  better  half  home. 
While  in  Chicago  I  received  an  invitation,  and  we 
attended  the  thirteenth  annual  ball  given  by  W. 
M.  Hobbs  Lodge  No.  4.  of  B.  of  R.  T..  at 
first  regiment  armory,  on  Dec.  19. 1900.  The  hall 
was  elegantly  decorated  and  500  couples  were  in 
the  grand  march.  An  interesting  feature  of  the 
evening  was  a  Cakewalk  given  by  the  little  son  and 
daughter  of  an  engineer  on  the  Illinois  Central. 
Supper  a  la  carte  was  served,  and  on  the  whole  we 
spent  a  very  enjoyable  evening.  Dicer  Swift. 
Winslow.  Ariz. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Business  on  the  Chicago  &  Erie  is  brisk,  and  the 
boys  are  making  lots  of  money,  which  is  very  ac- 
ceptable to  them.  Every  Brother  should  make  an 
effort  to  get  all  worthy  non-members  of  all 
branches  of  train  service  to  get  into  the  Orders 
that  represent  them.  Remember  that  in  union 
there  is  strength.  There  is  an  element  with  a  duly 
accredited  representation.  Tbey  belong  to  that 
class  known  as  the  "seekers."  whose  sole  object  in 
life  seems  to  be  to  continually  display  a  spirit  of 
willingness  to  participate  in  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  efforts  of  organized  labor  without 
contributing  a  cent  towards  the  support  and  en- 
couragement of  such  organizations.  We  have  a 
few  among  us  who  have  long  been  in  the  service 
here  and  are  not  identified  with  any  labor  organi- 
zation. Some  of  them  are  good,  practical  railroad 
men  so  far  as  their  work  for  the  company  is  con- 
cerned, but  they  evince  a  disposition  to  want  some- 
thing for  nothing.  They  are  willing  to  share  the 
spoils  without  experiencing  any  inconvenience  in 
securing  them.'  There  is  hardly  a  month  passes 
but  we  can  read  in  The  Conductor  where  some- 
one has  been  killed  and  had  just  dropped  his  insur- 
ance. Invariably,  a  wife  and  little  ones  are  left 
unprovided  for.  There  are.  no  doubt,  many  rea- 
sons why  men  do  this,  but  the  principal  one  is  care- 
lessness and  indifference.  Men.  before  any  acci- 
dent takes  place,  which  might  deprive  your  dearly 
loved  ones  at  home  of  your  support,  look  around 
and  see  what  the  Order  has  done  for  conductors, 
and  see  if  I  am  not  right.  Some  of  our  conductors 
are  not  members  of  the  benefit  department.  Now, 
Brothers,  take  a  good,  sensible  look  at  this  Ques- 
tion and  see  if  you  are  not  standing  in  your  own 
light.  A  few  cents  each  day  will  enable  you  to 
provide  something  for  those  dearly  loved  ones  at 
home. 

Brothers,  to  be  good  and  up- to  date,  you  must 
come  to  Division  and  take  some  interest  in  it  be- 
fore you  get  on  "'short  time"  with  some  grievance 
and  the  Chief  Conductor  puts  a  holding  order  on 
you  for  two  weeks.  G.  B.  M.  Sewell. 

Huntington.  Ind. 


A  HOT  TinE  AT  ST.  PAUL. 

BY  M.  U.  SKRAT. 

Prom  east  to  west  we  hear  a  stir 

Preparing  for  the  fray 
Of  a  great  event  that  opens 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  May: 
St.  Paul  will  bid  us  welcome 
And  will  entertain  our  stay— 
There'll  be  a  hot  time 
in  the  old  town 
in  May. 

The  delegates  are'coming  primed. 

Each  one  to  have  his  "say" 
On  the  question  of  insurance 

And  the  old  man  who  is  gray. 
They'll  try  to  knock  the  salaries  down 
Of  the  men  who  raised  their  pay- 
There'll  be  a  hot  time 
in  the  old  town 
io  May. 

Great  schemes  will  therelbe  introduced 

To  make  some  business  pay 
A  bigger  profit  on  our  cash 

Than  we  get  from  banks  today: 
These  wild-cat  schemes  will  fall  right  throngs 
They're  illusions  of  a  jay— 
There'll  be  a  hot  time 
in  the  old  town 
in  May. 

Promotion  in  the  order  of 

Employment  they  all  say 
Is  changing  Scates'  boarding  house 

A  thousand  miles  a  day: 
They'll  have  to  "show"  the'managements 
That  such  work  doesn't  pay— 
There'll  be  a  hot  time 
in  the  old  town 
in  May. 

The  employment  bureau  will  come  up 

And  the  boy  "who  makes  the  hay." 
That's  stepping  in  the  shoes  of  those 

Who  threw  their  jobs  away: 
But  evidence  will  be  produced 
To  show  it  will  not  pay— 
There'll  be  a  hot  time 
in  the  old  town 
in  May. 

There's  Goss  and  Condit— the  whole  push- 

At  least  that's  what  they  say- 
O.  won't  we  give  'em  a  merry  whirl 

That'll  last  'em  many  a  day! 
Poor  Mike  and  Dud  may  make  the  trip 
But  they'll  go  home  in  a  dray— 
Oh !  there'll  be  a  hot  time 
in  the  old  town 
in  May! 

Our  "railroad  ticket"  gives  us  rights— 

What  more  we  cannot  say- 
To  paint  the  town  in  carmine 

And  have  everything  our  way: 
Just  think !  there's  not  an  officer 
Who  will  take  ns  to  the  quay- 
There '11  be  a  hot  time 
in  the  old  town 
in  May. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  can  look  to  the  approaching;  "new  year" 
with  renewed  hopes  and  a  consolation  of  the  old 
being  supplanted  by  a  brighter  and  more  pros- 
perous one.  Not  only  financially  and  physically, 
but  mentally  and  spiritually.  Now.  Brothers,  it's 
up  to  you— I  mean  the  discussion  of  seniority  and 
the  division  of  the  O.  R.  C.  and  B.  R.  T.  If  we  in- 
tend to  keep  pace  with  the  tide  of  progression  we 
must  fall  in  line  and  make  an  issue  of  the  above. 
There  should  be  no  neutral  waters  in  which  to 
anchor  our  hopes,  nor  grounds  in  which  commit- 
tees are  allowed  to  bury  the  same.  Brothers.  I 
beseech  you,  for  your  own  good,  and  not  for  any 
personal  sain  (for  it  is  not  my  desire  nor  my  inten- 
tion to  remain  permanently  in  the  railroad  serv- 
ice) to  consider  well  the  warning;  that  I  have  given 
von.  I  differ  from  most  of  you  in  one  respect: 
While  you  have  given  the  cream  of  your  life  to 
the  railroad  service.  I  have  given  bnt  little  of 
mine.  During;  my  six  years  of  experience  I  have 
worked  for  seven  first-class  railroads,  leaving;  a 
good  record  at  each  place,  and  I  feel  the  gainer 
(mentally  speaking)  for  having  made  these 
changes.  My  ideas  have  been  broadened  from 
coming  in  contact  with  so  many  different  people 
and  officials.  It  has  also  afforded  me  a  better 
opportunity  of  acquainting  myself  with  my  fellow 
railroader  and  his  interests.  Four  roads  out  of 
the  seven  were  practically  seniority  roads— made 
so  by  the  B.  R.  T.  Order.  Three  of  them  I  left 
through  discouragement.  While  I  am  on  the  extra 
list  as  conductor  here,  most  of  my  running  is 
"after  cars." 

I  get  very  much  discouraged  at  the  little  interest 
manifested  by  our  members  in  attending  Division 
meeting.  Some  will  start,  but  fall  by  the  wayside 
before  reaching  the  hall.  It  strikes  me  that  the 
0.  R.  C.  ought  to  be  the  foremost  of  the  five 
Orders  and  should  not  be  dependent  upon  any  of 
the  other  Orders:  but  rather  to  feel  at  ease  and 
liberty  to  pursue  such  a  course  that  will  be  of 
benefit  If  the  B.  L.  E.  have  found  it  profitable  by 
requiring  their  members  to  withdraw  from  the 
0.  R.  C.  and  the  B.  L.  P..  why  should  we  appre- 
hend any  danger  of  emulating  their  example?  I 
am  sure  there  are  a  greater  number  of  engineers 
belonging  to  the  B.  L.  F.  than  there  are  conductors 
belonging  to  the  B.  R.  T.  I  firmly  believe  that  if 
the  line  is  drawn  at  our  next  Grand  Division  it 
will  only  be  a  short  time  until  this  double-header 
business  will  be  broken  up.  and  the  O.  R.  C.  will 
be  benefited.  This  will  lead  to  the  dethronement 
of  seniority  and  the  abrogation  of  joint  contracts. 
What  right  has  the  brakeman  to  make  a  scale  of 
wages  for  the  conductors?  What  right  have  the 
conductors  to  fix  a  scale  of  pay  for  the  brakemen? 
Does  the  conductor  intend  to  brake  for  a  living?  If 
he  does,  just  stand  by  the  enforcement  of  seniority 
and  he  will  not  be  disappointed.  The  wages  and 
treatment  of  employes  today  are  regulated  to  a 
great  extent  by  supply  and  demand.  It  is  true, 
corporations  don't  want  strikes,  as  they  suffer 
very  greatly,  and  just  so  with  the  employe  and  the 
general  public,  but  what  course  are  they  to  pur- 
sue? The  managers  of  all  these  corporations, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  filled  positions  as  em- 
ployes, and.  of  course,  know  of  the  existing  feel- 
ings that  the  employer  entertains  toward  them. 


and  they  know,  too.  if  they  were  to  agree  to  all 
their  demands  willingly,  whenever  called  upon, 
that  they  would  soon  have  to  go  out  of  the  busi- 
ness. Paul  Morton,  second  vice-president  of 
the  Santa  Fe,  is  quoted  as  saying  that  "one  of 
three  things  is  bound  to  come  in  the  transporta- 
tion business  of  the  country:  Legalize  poolingr 
concentration  of  ownership,  or  government  con*- 
trol."  It  is  human  nature  for  man  to  crave  for 
that  which  be  has  not  and  more  of  that  that  h» 
already  has.  None  think  they  are  sufficiently  re' 
munerated  for  their  labor.  The  president  of  this 
transcontinental  line  we  find  filling  a  clerical 
position  in  St.  Louis  not  many  years  ago.  and  re- 
ceiving possibly  a  smaller  salary  than  the  aver- 
age conductor.  Today  he  occupies  the  highest 
position  in  the  railroad  business  and  receives  a 
larger  salary  than  President  McKinley.  President 
Hays  accepted  his  opportunity  while  others  did 
not.  I  find  another  here  braking,  that  I  am  told 
run  a  train  with  General  Manager  Mudge.  of  the 
Santa  Fe.  And  just  so  the  world  goes  'round  and 
'round,  some  go  up  and  some  go  down. 

We  have  a  just  right  to  meet  our  employers,  say 
once  a  year  and  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  and  I  can  see  no  need  of  asking  any 
other  Order  to  go  along  to  help  make  our  schedule. 
We  should  not  be  unreasonable  in  our  demands, 
and  when  we  go  after  anything  that  affects  all  the 
Orders  alike,  such  as  physical  examination,  age 
limit,  etc..  go  prepared  to  argue  the  merits  of 
the  case  with  common  sense,  reason,  and  at  the 
same  time  present  a  united  front  On  every  road 
that  I  have  traveled  over,  I  find  old  men  running 
both  passenger  and  freight  trains,  also  braking 
and  switching.  Some  are  using  eye-glasses:  others 
have  one  eye  gone  entirely.  Some  are  minus 
several  fingers:  some  have  artificial  legs  and  arms. 
I  find  many  of  these  working  for  the  Santa  Fe  and 
Southern  Pacific— the  largest  lines  in  the  west— 
both  first-class  roads.  Now.  if  these  old.  scarred 
veterans  of  the  rail  are  capable  of  performing 
service  for  the  above  lines,  why  should  they  be 
barred  from  working  for  other  roads  by  physical 
examinations?  It  is  too  bad  that  the  five  Orders 
(and  there  are  two  or  three  others  that  might  be  in- 
duced to  join  us  in  fighting  this  evil)  will  allow 
such  an  imposition.  [But  you  object.  Brother 
Skates,  to  working  with  other  organizations.— Ed.) 

As  I  have  already  consumed  too  much  space 
will  have  to  cut  the  "report  of  Guadelupe  Division 
No.  275  short  At  the  annual  election  of  officers, 
December  16.  the  following  officers  were  elected: 
H.  C.  Christnat.  C.  C:  T.  F.  Killgore.  A.  C.  C  :  R. 
L.  Ellis.  S.  and  T.;  E.  Brown.  S.  C;  H.  L.  Gapen. 
J.  C:  J.  W.  Jones.  I.  S.;  O.  A.  Miller.  O.  S.:  J.  R. 
Skates.  Correspondent  (pro  tern):  J.  J.  Dyaa. 
Cipher  Correspondent:  J.  H.  Jones.  E.  Brown  and 
H.  L.  Gapen.  Division  Com.;  J.  J.  Dyas.  Delegate: 
Z.  H.  Jones,  Alternate:  R.  L.  Ellis.  Legislative 
Committeeman.  Division  275  is  not  as  enthusiastic 
as  is  it  might  be.  but  as  a  whole,  guess  it  is  about 
on  a  par  with  the  general  average.  We  meet  Sun- 
day afternoon  at  3  o'clock,  and  our  suppers  are 
often  late  on  account  of  a  large  docket  to  clear 
up.  While  we  have  added  only  one  member  by 
initiation  in  the  last  quarter, we  have  added  several 
by  transfer  cards  (and  more  in  sight),  yet  we  have 
lost  several,  or  rather,  several  have  left  this  road. 
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This  road  has  been  short  of  brakemen  all  fall 
and  winter,  though  it  pays  standard  and  does  not 
doable-head  small  engines.  For  the  last  two 
months  all  have  suffered  on  account  of  the  con- 
tinued strike  of  the  machinists,  which  is  still  on- 
engines  giving  poor  service.  The  assistant  super- 
intendent of  transportation.  W.  J.  Grawe.  assured 
me  that  he  would  take  care  of  a  few  good  O.  R.  C. 
men  as  brakemen.  But  don't  come  here  if  vou 
are  booze-fighters,  for  he  is  dead  sore  on  that 
class  of  people.  Railroading  has  been  good  in 
Texas  this  season:  more  business  than  the 
roads  could  handle  promptly,  and  men  in  de- 
mand. The  jobs  being  hard  caused  so  many 
changes-double-heading,  dragging  along,  making 
slow  time.  J-  R-  Scatks. 

Yoakum.  Texas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Having  written  one  letter  which  was  accepted 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  compositor.  I  will 
try  another. 

Brother  W.  A.  Brown,  who  was  overcome  with 
beat  last  September  is  back  on  his  run.  and  al- 
though he  still  f eels  the  effect  of  his  illness,  his  de- 
termination and  strong  will  no  doubt  will  pull  him 
through  all  right.  Some  few  of  the  other  members 
are  under  the  weather  with  attacks  of  grippe,  cold, 
etc.,  but  none  that  I  know  of  are  serions. 

The  subject  that  seems  to  be  uppermost  in  the 
■minds  of  the  officers  and  members  of  O.  R.  C.  at 
the  present  time  is  legislation  and  the  good  to  our 
Order  to  be  derived  from  a  close  observance  of. 
and  an  active  interest  in  the  same.  Let  us  take  a 
careful  look  into  the  duties  incumbent  on  every 
individual  member  to  make  the  influence  of  the 
Order  felt  in  legislation  and  the  opposition  to  our 
taking  any  part  in  it.  together  with  the  work  in- 
volved. The  mere  election  of  a  member  of  a  Di- 
vision as  a  member  of  the  general  legislative  com- 
mittee and  letting  the  whole  matter  rest  on  his 
shoulders  will  accomplish  nothing.  Let  each  indi- 
vidual member  interest  himself  in  all  legislation 
that  affects  railway  employes  in  general,  and  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors  in  particular.  Bring 
these  matters  up  in  Division;  talk  them  over:  let 
the  legislative  member  know  what  is  the  will  of 
the  Division  so  he  may  know  how  to  act.  When 
there  are  any  bills  to  be  brought  before  the  legis- 
lature in  the  interest  of  railway  corporations  we 
know  that  there  is  a  powerful  lobby  influence 
brought  into  play,  railroad  lobbyists  having  head- 
quarters at  the  capital,  where  no  expense  is  spared 
to  entertain  and  convince  the  members  of  the  dif- 
ferent houses  of  the  justice  of  their  claims,  and 
the  good  to  accrue  to  the  general  public  from  the 
passing  of  the  same.  If  these  measures  are  to  our 
interest  our  work  is  easy,  and  we  can  afford  to  help 
it  along  and  be  encouraged  in  it.  But.  supposing 
the  opposite  to  be  the  case,  then  our  work  is  hard, 
and  we  must  bring  all  our  influence  to  bear  to  com- 
bat that  powerful  lobby. 

What  have  we  got  to  fight  this  great  pressure 
with?  We  have  opportunities  such  as  few  organi- 
zations have.  Each  Division  through  its  members 
has  a  chance  to  talk  to  the  voters  for  a  radius  of  a 
great  many  miles,  and  all  Divisions  in  a  state  tak- 
ing unanimous  action  could  exert  a  wonderful  in- 
fluence.  Once  let  this  influence  be  felt  and  show 


the  power  we  have,  then  our  representatives  would 
get  a  respectful  hearing  whenever  they  would  pre- 
sent themselves.  Of  course,  an  action  of  this  kind 
would  not  tend  to  enhance  the  good  feeling  be- 
tween employer  and  employe,  but  if  our  prestige 
was  known  and  understood  it  would  be  recognized 
and  we  would  be  considered  in  all  legislation  be- 
fore it  was  acted  upon.  As  to  political  preferment 
for  our  members,  the  more  we  show  the  influence 
we  have,  just  so  much  will  our  members  be  sought 
by  political  parties  to  accept  a  place  on  their  re- 
spective tickets.  All  things  being  equal,  we  should 
try  and  elect  any  member  who  may  be  so  placed, 
giving  him  our  united  strength. 
Peoria,  111.  Big  Fellow. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  92  elected  the  following  officers:  Lee 
Boley.  C.  C:  H.  F.  Nosier.  A.  C.  C;  W.  J.  Strange. 
S.  and  T.:  W.  T.  Brown.  S.  C:  Thomas  Perkins.  J. 
C:  Scott  Vance.  I.  S.:  W.  W.  Dick.  O.  S.:  A.  E. 
Sherier,  C.  H.  Boyd  and  A.  O.  Linn.  Trustees:  C. 
H.  Arthur.  Delegate  and  Correspondent.  Total 
membership.  68.  with  much  new  material  for  the 
new  year.  All  of  the  officers  commencing  the 
new  century  are  very  zealous  and  competent 
members.  The  Division  has  honored  itself  by  the 
re-election  of  Brother  Boley.  No  Chief  Conductor 
has  ever  done  more  in  perfecting  the  ritual  work 
than  he  has.  I  feel  confident  that  every  officer  ac- 
cepts the  duties  and  labors  to  be  performed  with 
the  honors,  and  all  will  work  to  promote  the  har- 
mony due  all  well  governed  institutions.  While 
Brother  Perkins  is  a  new  officer  in  the  Division,  he 
is.  nevertheless,  an  old  member  of  the  Order,  and 
will  make  a  hustler,  for  he  has  long  since  learned 
that  he  who  will  command  must  first  learn  to  obey. 
Keep  your  weather  eye  on  the  roster  of  92  for  this 
year,  as  I  predict  a  greater  increase  in  member- 
ship tnan  any  previous  year  since  the  amalgama- 
tion of  the  B.  R.  C.  with  the  O.  R.  C,  which  I  think 
was  in  1892.  Referring  to  the  "doubling"  up  of  the 
two  Orders.  Division  92  added  more  than  30  mem- 
bers: however.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  only  one  of 
those  taken  in  are  members  today,  all  having  lost 
out  from  one  cause  or  another.  Much  good  and  no 
harm  can  result  from  a  free  discussion  and  general 
interchange  of  views  as  to  what  should  be  done  for 
the  old  conductor,  as  the  foundation  of  the  Order 
of  today  was  laid  by  the  old  timer  twenty- five 
years  ago.  Sentiment  is  one  thing  and  substantial 
assistance  is  another:  therefore,  which  is  most  ap- 
propiate  to  give?  C.  H.  Arthur. 

Terre  Haute.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Another  year  has  passed  and  Division  204  has 
cause  to  be  grateful  for  the  success  it  has  enjoyed 
during  the  past  year.  The  annual  election  of 
officers  for  1901  was  held  Sunday,  Dec.  23.  and 
among  those  whose  services  to  the  Division  were 
such  that  the  Brothers  considered  them  entitled 
to  a  re-election,  were  Brothers  Fitch.  C.  C  and 
Ashbridge,  S.  and  T.  The  report  of  the  S.  and  T. 
was  highly  encouraging.  The  writer  distinctly 
remembers  how  Brother  P.  F.  B.  Bender.  Brother 
Ashbridge,  Brother  Foulon  and  himself  sat  one 
Sunday  afternoon  seeking  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  bring  the  Division  out  of  the  slough  it 
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had  fallen  into  financially  in  January.  1896.  No 
money  in  the  treasury,  unpaid  bills,  and  sick  bene- 
fits of  over  $700.00  staring  the  Division  in  the  face, 
when  Brother .  Asbbridge  pledged  his  personal 
means,  and  a  firm  but  positively  polite  intention  to 
compel  each  and  every  Brother  to  pay  his  dues  and 
put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel.  The  S.  and  T's  re- 
port of  Dec.  22, 1900.  proved  how  nobly  his  duty  had 
been  performed,  when  the  Division  was  advised 
that  the  treasury  contained  $800.00  and  all  bills 
paid. 

The  communication  of  the  Brother  from  Charles- 
ton Division  was  pathetic.  How  have  the  mighty 
fallen.  Palmetto  Division  only  a  few  years  ago 
was  one  of  the  strongest  divisions  financially  in 
the  Order.  Brother,  stir  your  members  up!  Get  a 
S.  and  T.  that  will  stir  your  members  up.  The 
writer  has  a  distinct  recollection  that  when  a  mem- 
ber of  Division  122  back  in  the  80s.  Brother  Morri- 
son. C.  C.  informed  the  members  of  122  that  a 
failure  to  present  themselves  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Division  when  the  Brothers  were  in  Boston  and 
not  engaged  in  duty,  would  be  met  with  a  fine  of 
$1.00.  but  I  never  knew  of  a  fine  being  assessed. 
The  duty  of  the  members  was  pointed  out  to  them 
and  their  interest  in  the  Order  grew  warmer.  Why. 
my  Brothers  of  208.  just  let  your  members  stop  and 
think  of  the  different  conditions  surrounding  them- 
selves and  some  of  the  members  of  204.  and  I  think 
our  good  Brother  Maxwell,  O.  S.  and  T.  will  bear 
me  out.  We  have  in  204  a  good  many  members  who 
are  in  the  service  of  a  road  that  has  never  favored 
its  employes  belonging  to  the  various  organiza- 
tions, and  yet  meeting  after  meeting  finds  the 
Division  room  contains  more  of  the  Brothers  em- 
ployed on  the  above  than  are  present  from  the  B. 
&  O.  and  the  P.  R.  R.  combined,  and  neither  the  B. 
&  O.  or  the  P.  R.  R.  makes  any  interference  with 
their  employes  in  their  predilection  of  joining 
such  organizations.  Cheer  up,  Brother,  it  is  always 
darkest  before  day.  and  we  may  yet  live  to  see  the 
Palmetto  waving  in  the  forefront  of  the  Order.  A 
happy  and  prosperous  new  year  for  each  and  every 
Division  of  the  Order  is  the  wish  of 

Philadelphia.  Pa.  Rex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  83  held  its  annual  election  of 
officers  on  the  23d  day  of  December.  It  being 
my  good  luck  to  be  at  the  right  end  of  the 
road,  of  course,  attended  the  meeting,  was  elected 
correspondent  and  am  now  on  the  string  for  my 
allowance  of  censure.  Brothers  Fuhrman  and  C. 
B.  Smith  being  re-elected  to  the  offices  of  Chief 
Condnctor  and  Secretary  and  Treasurer  respect- 
ively with  other  Brothers  to  fill  balance  of  offices, 
which  we  hope  will  do  credit  to  their  stations  dur- 
ing the  year.  We  are  trying  to  keep  in  line  with 
the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors.  We  have  addi- 
tions in  our  ranks  while  some  few  become  careless, 
and  by  the  laws,  are  taken  to  task,  although  we  are 
marching  along  to  the  tune  of  organized  labor  with 
malice  towards  none  and  the  best  wishes  for  all. 
We  see  in  our  ranks  many  who  have  grown  old  in 
the  service  which  speaks  praise  for  the  officials  of 
our  road. 

We  -  notice  on  the  runs.  Chicago  to  Burlington, 
some  old  time  conductors  such  as  Weirs.  Hart  man. 
DeGroot.  Ripley.  Johnson  and  others  all  of  which 


are  marks  of  gentility  and  kindness;  then  in  con- 
nection with  these  old  liners  we  see  on  the  Quincy 
runs,  Kimball.  Ayres.  Lucas.  Oberg  and  Stafft. 
while  the  Peoria  runs  are  conducted  by— I  say  con- 
ducted by—  Wm.  Pox,  Mount.  Rich  and  Shall,  all  of 
whom  are  deserving  of  praise  for  their  kind  and 
generous  treatment  of  the  public. 

In  the  freight  pool.  Galesburg  to  Chicago,  we  find 
some  Brothers  who  are  no  new  hands  at  the  busi- 
ness—from 15  to  20  years  experience  as  conductors, 
the  oldest  in  the  Burlington  system.  So  with  this 
kind  of  material  within  Division  83  we  perhaps 
should  have  more  to  say  through  The  Conductor 
with  regard  to  the  many  important  questions  which 
we  see  so  ably  handled  by  many  of  the  Brothers  of 
the  Order. 

I  note  in  December  issue  Capt  Geo.  W.  Barber. 
Titusville.  Pa.,  makes  some  remarks  that  are  good 
and  with  regards  to  candidates  for  G.  C.  C.  no 
better  material  can  be  found  than  he  suggests,  and 
again  J.  W.  Merriam.  Pine  Bluff.  Ark.,  in  same 
issue  with  regard  to  Brother  J.  R.  Scates.  on  Seni- 
ority is  a  snbject  demanding  greater  respect  by 
the  Order  than  is  being  considered  by  many  a  con- 
ductor who  wears  the  monogram  O.  R.  C. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  make  brief  mention  of  the 
subject  of  all  O.  R.  C.  Brothers  watching  opportu- 
nities for  placing  our  people  in  legislative  assem- 
blies. Such  moves  will  be  steps  taken  in  the  right 
direction  to  maintain  our  present  conditions  and 
with  a  strong  pull  all  together  there  is  no  good 
reason  why  we  should  not  better  them.  Will  see 
you  later. 

Galesburg.  111.  J.  M.  Peck. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Another  year  has  come  to  an  end.  while  all  may 
not  have  been  accomplished  that  was  desired.  Divi- 
sion 218  has  much  to  be  proud  of.  We  have  not 
missed  holding  a  meeting,  and  each  Was  called  to 
order  on  good  time  and  conducted  satisfactorily. 
The  officers  have  attended  with  an  unusual  regu- 
larity and  as  a  consequence  the  business  has  been 
transacted  in  a  way  that  was  commendable.  Our 
membership  has  been  active.  A  great  deal  of  our 
success  was  due  to  our  chief  conductor,  who  has 
been  an  ardent  worker  and  who  missed  only  a  few 
meetings. 

Division  218  has  elected  and  installed  her  officers 
for  1901.  On  Saturday  night  at  8  o'clock.  Dec.  22. 
the  members  of  Division  218  O.  R.  C.  and  Division 
110  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  met  at  our  hall  and  held  a  joint 
installation  of  officers.  The  installation  ceremon- 
ies for  Division  218  were  conducted  by  P.  C.  C. 
R.  L.  Brake  as  installing  officer,  and  Brother  T. 
B.  Thomas  as  marshal.  The  officers  of  the  L.  A. 
were  installed  in  a  very  impressive  and  satisfactory 
manner  by  Past  President  Mrs.  W.  O.  Hicks.  I  tell 
you  we  are  not  in  it  at  all.  boys,  when  it  comes  to 
impressive  ceremonies  and  pretty  floor  work.  The 
Ladies'  work  was  carried  out  beautifully.  Follow- 
ing the  order  of  exercises  our  secretary  was  called 
on  for  a  speech,  but  he  said  that  it  was  understood 
that  there  were  no  speeches  to  be  made  and  the 
one  that  attempted  to  speak  would  be  thrown  out 
through  an  open  window.  But  "Coburn"  was  cried 
the  louder.  So  be  arose  and  gave  us  a  splendid 
little  talk.  Following  a  recitation  by  a  young  lady 
supper  was  announced,  and  the  tables  indeed  pre- 
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sented  an  elegant  appearance.  They  groaned 
under  the  weight  of  good  things.  Brother  Ed. 
Carswell  was  struck  on  his  "cracker"  head  by  an 
oyster  cracker  thrown  by  a  "cracker"  girl,  which 
brought  the  blood.  But  he  did  not  care  and  kept 
on  eating  oysters.  After  the  repast  some  of  the 
guests  began  to  depart,  yet  it  was  a  late  hour  before 
the  doors  closed  and  with  them  closed  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  occasions  which  has  ever  been  given 
by  the  conductors  of  218  and  the  ladies  of  No.  110. 
Savannah,  Ga.  J.  B.  T. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  first  edition  of  The  Railway  Conductor 
in  this  century  to  hand  and  read  with  pleasure  from 
coyer  to  cover.  The  contribution  by  W.  D.  Ander- 
son was  very  interesting  as  a  story,  also  the  pic- 
tures of  Pascagoula.  Miss.  Jose  Gross'  "Self-made 
Men"  as  satirical  illustrations  has  some  good  fea- 
tures which  every  reader  would  do  well  to  observe. 
As  they  are  truths  on  very  fortunate  circumstances 
for  there  is  none  of  God's  creatures  that  can  stand 
alone  or  succeed  unless  they  have  the  assistance 
of  their,  fellowmen.  which  shows  what  helpless 
mortals  we  are.  "The  Greetings  for  1901"  shows 
that  our  organisation  is  progressing  very  favor- 
ably: it  should  also  be  an  incentive  for  all  concerned 
to  try  and  conduct  ourselves  so  the  name  con- 
ductor would  be  a  passport  to  the  very  best  society 
in  the  land.  I  have  often  thought  if  the  average 
conductor  could  look  at  himself  in  his  proper  light 
that  he '  is  an  officer  and  gentleman  and  not  a 
menial  of  some  soulless  corporation,  I  feel  assured 
his  position  would  command  more  respect,  as  it  is 
the  object  and  purpose  of  some  officials  in  autho- 
rity to  belittle  their  employes  as  much  as  possible 
so  they  may  receive  all  the  glory  themselves.  The 
"Alabama  Tramp  Law"  enactment  interested  me 
very  much  as  it  concurred  with  my  ideas  exactly, 
as  I  feel  assured  if  every  hobo  when  arrested  for 
tramping  was  sent  out  to  do  some  good  hard  labor 
on  the  roads  for  their  bill  of  fare  instead  of  loafing 
around  the  jail  for  30  or  60  days,  they  would  give 
that  town,  city  or  state  a  very  wide  berth.  Now 
come  the  ladies:  first  a  bazaar,  then  a  social,  then 
a  musical  and  tea.  then  Christmas  presents  and 
refreshments:  next  a  supper  for  the  conductors 
and  evening  reception;  now  and  then  a  lunch  or 
surprise  party,  kind  words,  a  little  charity,  happy 
congratulations  and  many  pleasant  memories.  I 
will  try  notto  criticise  you  harshly,  but  eulogize  you 
in  your  good  work,  and  may  you  long  enjoy  your- 
selves and  be  a  pleasant  epoch  in  the  lives  of  the 
average  railway  conductor. 

Now.  in  the  Fraternal  where  I  shine,  though  not 
very  brilliant,  it  is  the  reading  which  most  inter- 
ests me.  as  it  voices  the  sentiment  of  our  organiza- 
tion, and  that  is  its  duty,  and  I  often  wish  there  was 
more  of  it  and  it  should  be  encouraged  until  the 
whole  edition  would  be  correspondence  to  the 
Fraternal  and  no  limit  to  the  amount  of  words 
used.  I  for  one.  will  not  shorten  my  letter  as  long 
as  my  old  think  box  can  conjure  anything  I  think 
useful  to  say.  and  also  invite  criticisms  if  I  am  at 
fault,  as  it  is  wisdom  to  change  your  mind. 

As  we  are  on  the  eve  of  the  Grand  Division  I 
sincerely  hope  there  will  be  some  needed  reforms 
enacted  in  our  laws  for  to  help  the  afflicted.  Some 
of  oar  Brothers  have  different  ideas  on  different 


subjects;  some  on  age  limit,  some  on  seniority  and 
other  problems  equally,  as  difficult  to  solve.  I 
cannot  go  the  farm  or  tailor  shop  idea  myself,  as  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  the  business,  as  I  have 
only  been  a  common  every  day  railroad  man.  I 
do  think  mere  should  be  done  for  the  Home  at 
Highland  Park.  111.,  by  the  Order  at  large.  It  is 
pleasant  to  read  and  contemplate  some  of  the 
letters.  They  are  spoken  in  such  a  manner,  but 
all  in  that  same  friendly  tone,  all  speaking 
kindness  to  every  reader— not  one  unkind  word  is 
written.  If  every  member  of  the  Order  would 
emulate  the  example  of  the  Fraternal  Department 
I  am  sure  it  would  be  a  source  of  pleasure  to  all. 

Brother  H.  W.  G.  of  Elkhart,  gave  some  good 
ideas  as  to  representation.  G.  M.  Waldron.  come 
again,  your  letter  is  good;  your  idea  of  a  conductor 
is  grand,  and  bis  chances  of  success  are  the  best 
in  the  land.  The  old  conductor  or  the  unfortunate 
Brother  are  the  persons  who  require  our  greatest 
support,  especially  if  he  is  in  a  position  whereby 
he  cannot  support  himself.  Brother  Kingery  says 
give  him  roses  while  he  lives  by  paying  him  a  per 
cent  of  his  insurance  certificate.  I  concur  with 
him  and  would  say  pay  him  10  per  cent  less  his  in- 
surance assessments  on  the  whole  policy.  As  an 
illustration,  a  Brother  insured  fbr  $3,000  would  re- 
ceive about  $250  per  year  for  ten  years,  then  it 
would  stop  as  he  would  be  paid  off  the  full  value  of 
his  policy.  There  are  nine  chances  out  of  ten  ere 
that  time  he  has  paid  the  debt  of  nature  by  being 
called  to  a  better  home  above. 

I  enjoyed  Brother  Kellogg's  letter  from  No.  3.  as 
he  shows  what  power  the  labor  element  can  be 
politically,  and  if  they  succeed  it  would  be  a  step- 
ping stone  for  many  an  old  conductor,  for  I  do  not 
know  any  class  of  individuals  who  make  better 
public  servants.  Automobile  advises  the  Brothers 
to  keep  their  insurance  paid  up.  That  is  good 
advice.  Brother  Osborn's  soliloquy  with  old  Father 
Time  of  the  19th  century  was  a  good  review  of  pro- 
gress made.  The  Legal,  Official  Changes  and 
Mentions  read,  also  the  Directory.  I  hear  some 
one  say.  ring  off  you  make  me  tired,  so  I  will  con- 
clude with  kind  wishes  to  all.  Mac  N.  Z. 

Toronto.  Ont. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor; 

In  addition  to  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  Division 
246  I  was  made  correspondent  for  The  Conduc- 
tor. Division  246  elected  officers  on  Sunday  fore- 
noon. December  30.  then  took  a  recess  until  8 
o'clock  p.  m.,  when  officers  were  installed.  The 
members  of  the  Brothers'  families  were  invited  to 
witness  the  ceremony,  and  quite  a  number  came. 
There  was  a  Nebraska  blizzard  at  the  time,  so  a 
number  were  kept  at  home  who  would  otherwise 
have  been  with  us.  As  it  was,  we  all  sat  around 
the  stove  and  ate  an  abundance  of  hot  roasted 
peanuts,  candy,  oranges  and  apples,  which  the 
Brothers  had  provided.  Brother  Baird  and  his 
accomplished  daughter  furnished  us  with  some 
music.  The  newly-installed  officers  spoke  their 
little  piece  and  all  went  home  pleased  with  the 
good  time. 

Everything  on  the  southern  division  of  the  B.  & 
M.  R.  is  running  along  very  well.  The  boys  are 
making  very  fair  time  and  have  so  far  this  winter 
had  fine  weather;  not  much  cold  and  very  little 
snow.  A  school  which  has  been  conducted  by 
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Trainmaster  Philbrick  and  Traveling:  Engineer 
Wheeler  on  the  book  of  rales,  has  had  the  boys 
looking:  np  the  rales  and  some  of  them  have  sot 
them  word  for  word,  they  are  so  well  posted.  The 
last  year  has  given  ns  a  few  new  members  and  we 
have  the  material  for  several  more  in  sight. 
Wymore.  Neb.  Frank  W.  Jcdd. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Following:  is  the  list  of  officers  elected  to  serve 
Division  187:  Wm.  R.  Wetzel.  C.  C;  Lorenz  Bier. 
A-  C.  C;  Wm.  H.  Shafer.  S.  and  T.;  John  H.  Bald- 
win. Asst.  S.  and  T.:  H.  D.  Riddle.  S.  C:  Ed  Len- 
hart.  J.  C:  W.  E.  Allison.  I.  S.:  O.  D.  Locke.  O.  S.; 
Samuel  Conrad.  A.  J.  Jones.  John  L.  Arter.  Divi- 
sion Committee:  G.  P.  Ammerman.  Cipher  Corre- 
spondent: S.  A.  Geasey.  Correspondent. 

Division  187  is  moving:  along:  rapidly,  and  we  are 
still  adding:  to  our  number  and  are  having:  pleasant 
meetings.  Let  the  Brothers  get  around  who  do 
not  attend.  The  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  are  having  pleas- 
ant times  at  homes  of  the  Sisters  with  quilting 
parties.  I  enjoyed  their  visit  to  our  home  very 
much.  The  day  was  well  spent,  and  when  they 
left  they  left  the  apron  string  out  upon  the  door 
latch  to  welcome  them  back  again  at  any  time. 

Sunbury.  Pa.  S.  Geasey. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Wayne  Division  No.  119  has  entered  the  new  cen- 
tury with  prosperity  and  good  cheer  firmly  im- 
printed on  her  banner,  and  a  loyal,  enthusiastic 
set  of  officers  to  see  that  the  honor  and  integrity 
of  our  Division  shall  be  preserved.  We  re-elected 
Brothers  Ginty.  Bonton  and  Brice  to  their  old 
offices  that  they  have  so  acceptably  filled  the  past 
year.  viz:  C.  C  A.  C.  C.  and  S.  and  T.:  Brother 
Wells.  S.  C:  Brother  Hindel.  J.  C:  Brother  Stump. 
I.  S.:  Brother  Stonecifer.  O.  S.:  Brothers  McMa- 
hon.  Stonecifer  and  Vanslyke.  Division  Com. 
Brother  Vanslyke  taking  the  place  on  Division 
Committee  that  Brother  Ft  ye  has  so  long  and 
admirably  filled,  and  who  the  Division  would  have 
been  glad  to  continue  in  that  capacity,  and  only 
released  him  at  his  earnest  request.  We  have 
been  gathering  the  worthy  eligible  into  the  fold 
from  time  to  time  until  at  present  we  are  stronger 
numerically  than  at  any  time  in  our  history.  We 
are  located  in  a  strong  labor  center,  and  while  we 
have  affiliated  with  their  labor  councils  by  en- 
dorsing their  actions  in  early  closing  efforts  and 
have  given  our  moral  support  in  advocating  that 
our  members  patronize  those  firms  who  recognize 
and  handle  their  union  label  goods.  We  have  not 
become  a  part  and  parcel  of  their  trade  and  labor 
councils,  nor  do  we  believe  that  it  would  be  profit- 
able for  railroad  organizations  to  enter  into  any 
alliance  of  that  sort  and  bind  ourselves  to  be  gov- 
erned by  a  majority  rule,  which  might  often 
jeopardize  our  own  interests.  As  usual.-  Divisions 
are  beginning  to  advocate  wholesale  changes  in 
our  general  laws  for  consideration  at  our  next 
Grand  Division,  and  it  reminds  me  of  what  Gen. 
Grant  said  about  the  newspaper  men  after  the  war 
was  over,  that  the  only  mistake  the  government 
made  was  they  ought  to  have  made  the  newspaper 
men  generals  and  let  the  generals  run  the  papers, 
then  no  mistake  would  have  been  made.  Now. 
Brothers,  I  believe  that  Brother  Clark  is  keenly 


alive  to  all  the  needed  reform  sjin  our  laws  and  has 
the  very  best  interest  of  the  Order  at  heart,  and 
if  the  jurisprudence  committee  will  meet  and 
concur  in  Brother  Clark's  recommendations  and 
give  them  to  the  Grand  Division  when  it  assem- 
bles, and  let  the  Grand  Division  pass  Brother 
Clark's  recommendations  and  go  home,  we  can 
have  a  short,  business-like  session,  devoid  of  an 
enormous  expense  bill  and  one  that  shall  go  down 
in  history  as  one  of  the  most  profitable  ones  we 
have  ever  had.  It  is  just  as  impossible  to  do  the 
business  of  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  on 
sympathetic  lines  as  it  is  any  other  business,  and 
I  am  forever  against  any  wild  cat  legislation  that 
can  in  any  way  possibly  impair  testability  of  our 
insurance.  Our  business  must  be  done  along  the 
line  of  well-known  business  methods,  and  the  only 
kind  of  symathy  that  can  be  called  legitimate  is 
that  which  will  go  down  in  our  Division  till  and 
take  out  funds  to  help  our  maimed  Brothers  in 
their  struggle  for  life.  Let  each  Division  instruct 
their  delegate  to  vote  twenty-five  or  fifty  dollars 
for  the  support  of  the  maimed  Brothers  whose 
case  does  not  come  lwithin  the  scope  of  our  laws, 
and  when  that  fund  would  be  put  in  one  lump  each 
Division  will  have  helped  and  theftotal  sum  would 
be  sufficient  to  help  each  deserving  Brother  and 
our  insurance  fund  wouldjnotlbe  impaired.  Twen- 
ty-five or  fifty  doltars  will  not  hurt  any  Division 
whose  finance  is  judiciously  handled.  At  any  rate 
it  would  be  practicing  the  principles  of  fraternity, 
which  is  in  a  good  many  cases  being  forgotten.  I 
see  some  Brother  is  advocating  the  issuing  of  two 
different  kinds  of  Division  cards:  one  for  mem- 
bers in  active  service  and  another  for  members 
who  are  employed  in  other  walks  of  life.  To  my 
way  of  thinking,  our  present  card  is  good  enough, 
and  if  the  secretary  of  each  Division  would  see 
that  the  reverse  side  was  properly  filled  out,  set- 
ting forth  the  facts  as  required,  all  would  be  well. 
Auxiliary  31  to  O.  R.  C.  had  quite  a  notable  meet- 
ing January  19.  and  were  honored  with  the  pres- 
ence of  their  Grand  President,  bat  I  will  leave  the 
detailed  account  of  their  gathering  to  their  corre- 
spondent. Hoping  to  see  you  all  at  St.  Paul. 
Ft.  Wayne.  Ind.  R.  B.  Evans. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  343  held  its  annual  election  of  officers 
Sunday.  January  13.  with  the  following  result:  H. 
H.  Thompson.  C.  C:  M.  E.  Lloyd.  A.  C.  C:  F.  A. 
Moon.  S.  C.s  J.  E.  Hough.  J.  C:  Chas.  Pursell.  I.  S.. 
Geo.  W.  Corkill.  O.  S.:  F.  P.  White.  B.  J.  Rainey 
and  W.  W.  Alcott.  Trustees:  C.  N.  Avery.  Cong. 
Com.:  E.  W.  Sumpter.  Delegate:  M.  E.  Lloyd. 
Alternate:  V.  H.  Hagelbarger,  S.  and  T.  and 
Cipher  Correspondent. 

Our  installation  was  held  Wednesday  night  in 
conjunction  with  installation  of  officers  of  the  L. 
A.  to  O.  R.  C.  The  ceremonies  attendant  to  the 
Auxiliary's  installation  were  so  far  superior  to 
any  thing  that  we  could  hope  to  have,  that  had 
there  been  a  chance  to  have  made  our  escape,  or 
postpone  our  humble  ceremony  we  would  have 
gladly  done  either.  However,  we  pulled  through 
all  right  and  landed  safe  and  sound.  Brother  W. 
W.  Alcott.  our  retiring  Chief,  was  the  installing 
officer,  assisted  by  Brother  C.  N.  Avery,  as  mar- 
shal. After  the  installation  exercises ,^exe  over. 
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ablest  were  spread  and  filled  to  overflowing:  with 
good  things  to  eat.  sncb  as  only  conductors'  wives 
know  how  to  prepare  (at  least  to  a  conductor's 
taste).  Then  commenced  a  race  to  see  who  conld 
eat  the  most.  The  decision  was  not  made 
that  night,  from  some  cause  unknown  to  the 
writer,  but  the  championship  lies  between  our 
A.  C.  C.  and  the  V.  P.  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  as  they 
are  both  expert  judges  of  what  is  good  to  eat,  you 
can  well  imagine  we  had  a  supper  "fit  for  a  king." 
We  repaired  to  our  homes,  each  feeling  that  the 
hours  had  been  spent  in  a  good  cause.  Division 
343  starts  the  new  year  and  century  in  good  shape, 
and  the  year  1901  promises  plenty  of  Division 
work.  Brothers,  let  our  motto  be.  "Attend  meet- 
ings." V.  H.  Hagelbarger. 
Fairbury.  Neb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

On  December  19  I  attended  the  Trainmen's  ball, 
held  in  the  First  Regiment  Armory,  this  city.  It 
was  a  grand  success,  something  like  3000  tickets 
sold,  and  about  1500  present.  Grand  Master  Mor- 
rissey.  who  was  there  meeting  his  members,  was 
exceedingly  attentive  to  the  ladies.  Brother  Mor- 
rissey  is  certainly  very  popular  with  his  craft,  and 
in  fact  stands  excellent  with  all  the  railroad  men 
who  know  him.  Had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Brother  Watson  and  wife,  of  the  Home.  Brother 
N.  H.  Wood  and  wife  have  just  returned  from  an 
extended  visit  in  the  east,  and  he  reports  having  a 
fine  time.  He  visited  Divisions  237  and  378.  was 
well  treated  by  the  Brothers,  especially  was  he 
well  cared  for  by  Brother  Reynolds,  of  237.  In* 
stallation  of  officers  was  effected  January  6,  and 
everything  passed  off  nicely,  and  No.  1  will 
go  forward  as  she  always  has  done.  Brother  W. 
W.  Went*  gave  the  Division  a  good  talk  last  meet- 
ing. He  can  talk  just  as  well  in  Division  as  he  can 
locate  "low  joints"  on  his  division.  Brother 
Thomas  Whalen  is  in  the  sheriff's  office.  Brother  S. 
S.  Guthrie  in  the  post  office.  Brother  Kilpatrick  sec- 
retary of  the  Railroad  Commission.  Brother  Calla- 
han is  candidate  for  Railroad  Commissioner  under 
Governor  Yates.  Brother  Edward  Reyburn  is  now 
regular  Pullman  conductor  between  Chicago  and 
Cincinnati.  Brother  P.  E.  Conley.  a  well-known 
railroad  man,  has  just  been  appointed  general 
yardmaster  of  the  Chicago  Terminal  Railroad: 
Brother  C.  H.  Mahlone  is  working  at  Stock  Yards. 
Brother  N.  B.  Travis  is  working  for  Swift  &  Co.. 
Brother  Nick  Mayer 'is  still  night  yardmaster  for 
the  North- Western.  Brother  Jim  Ingalls  is  running 
preferred  ran  to  Baraboo,  Wis.,  (he  is  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  receiver):  Brother  Jerry  Hender- 
shot  will  be  on  hand  at  the  conductors'  ball,  we'll 
get  on  to  his  walk:  no  finer.  He  took  his  lessons 
down  in  Missouri.  Brother  John  C.  Collins  has 
been  appointed  trainmaster  of  the  C.  &  E.  I.  Ry. 
at  Marion,  111.  Brother  Collins  has  a  most  excel- 
lent record  as  a  railway  man  and  we  bespeak  for 
him  a  splendid  future.  Brother  M.  Miller  is  run- 
ning passenger  on  Great  Western,  out  of  here,  A 
committee  comprised  of  Brothers  Fitch,  Warren, 
Mullen.  Lane  and  Ray,  made  a  canvass  among  the 
wholesale  groceries  for  donations  for  the  "Home" 
and  we  received  eleven  boxes  of  canned  goods, 
one  bag  of  coffee,  and  $33.00.  which  was  expended 
for  oranges,  etc.  Brother  S.  B.  Herbson  now  has 


his  office  in  Ashland  Block,  in  law  business. 
Among  the  old  men  running  out  of  this  city  are  a 
few  familiar  names  I  will  send  in  this  month,  will 
try  and  finish  out  next  month:  John  Mitchell. 
Wabash:  John  Bagy.  Santa  Fe:  John  Flint  and 
Morris  Towne.  Great  Western:  Charley  Johnson. 
Burlington;  John  Qulnlan  and  Charley  Loom  is  on 
the  Illinois  Central:  Sim  Crowley.  North- Western: 
Jake  Deal.  St.  Panl:  Sam.  Huffman.  C.  &  E.  I.: 
Ham  Kerr.  Erie:  C.  F.  Rexinger.  Lake  Shore: 
Harry  Feldot,  Alton:  William  Swing,  Rock  Island; 
John  Condon.  Monon:  Brother  Thomas  Evans  is 
still  depot  master  at  Dearborn  Station:  Brother 
W.  F.  Bonter,  depot  master  at  Union  Station.  Last 
but  not  least,  our  secretary.  Brother  Warren,  on 
the  "Rag  Time  Railroad."  Then  there  is  Brother 
Frank  Guiteau,  the  oldest  passenger  conductor  in 
suburban  service  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railway, 
who  has  many  friends  on  the  "South  Side."  We 
had  a  good  meeting  yesterday,  the  20th,  and  the 
following  visitors  were  in  attendance:  Brother  M. 
H.  Long.  Division  178:  Brother  A.  E.  Campbell.  Di- 
vision 46:  E.  M.  Draper.  Division  100;  Brother  P. 
Campbell.  Division  113. 

Our  Division  is  having  a  neat  roster  of  all  officers 
and  members;  giving  their  addresses.  The  dance 
given  by  Division  No.  1  and  the  Ladies  Auxiliary 
was  well  attended,  and  reflects  credit  on  Chief 
Conductor  Fitch  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Sewell,  chairman 
of  the  arrangement  committee.  Brother  Con- 
nors, as  he  always  is.  was  everywhere  trying  to 
make  everyone  comfortable.  I  will  try  and  give  a 
more  detailed  report  in  my  next  of  the  folks  who 
were  there.  I  will  say,  however,  that  the  costumes 
were  elegant  and  the  dancers  very  graceful.  The 
B.  of  L.  F.  of  Cook  county  will  give  a  dance  in  the 
Auditorium.  February  28.  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Railway  Men's  Home  at  Highland  Park.  This 
affair  will  be  one  of  the  notable  railway  events  of 
the  year.  Mr.  W.  H.  Bradley,  of  the  Chicago  & 
North- Western  Railway,  is  chairman  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committee,  and  will  give  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  the  affair.  It  is  expected  that  the  Grand 
Officers  will  be  present.  It  would  have  done  your 
heart  good  to  have  seen  the  officers  of  No.  1 
initiating  two  candidates  last  meeting.  Every 
officer  of  the  Division  was  able  to  deliver  his  part 
of  the  work  without  the  ritual,  and  it  made  the 
initiation  impressive,  effective  and  beautiful. 

From  the  press  reports  we  learn  that  most  of 
the  great  railway  systems  are  pressing  forward 
the  policy  of  consolidation:  that  a  plan  of  centrali- 
zation is  well-near  perfected,  which  will,  if  carried 
out,  institute  greater  economies  in  the  operation 
of  their  properties.  If  considered  only  from  a 
financial  point  of  view,  no  doubt  great  benefits  to 
the  stockholders  will  result  in  the  way  of  in- 
creased earnings.  It  is  not  likely  the  public  will 
find  fault  with  these  combinations,  so  long  as  no 
attempt  is  made  to  tyrranize  over  commerce  and 
industry.  How  the  employes  will  be  affected 
leaves  room  for  speculation.  Will  this  new  cen- 
tralized power  curtail  their  rights,  or  make  it 
more  difficult  to  secure  employment?  Present 
rales  and  regulations,  governing  employment  of 
railway  labor,  is  almost  prohibitive.  Officials 
pass -upon  the  qualifications  of  men  to  perform  a 
service  of  the  head,  by  examination  of  the  hands 
and  feet.  Digest  one.  of  our  railway  applications 
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today.  They  demand  to  know  if  the  applicant  has 
ever  been  involved  in  a  law  rait  with  any  other 
railway  company. '  How  does  this  question  apply 
to  the  fitness  of  the  applicant,  and  does  it  not  en- 
croach upon  his  liberty,  abridge  bis  sovereign  right 
to  be  thus  hampered  in  the  search  for  honest 
labor?  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  by  what  man- 
ner of  reasoning  the  companies  have  come  to  ap- 
prove of  this  and  many  other  forms  of  injustice 
which  are  every  day  becoming  more  unbearable. 
I  am  not  an  alarmist,  but  unless  this  continued 
throttling  of  the  wage-earner  ceases  and  he  be 
accorded  that  full  measure  of  freedom  due  all 
self-respecting  men.  industrial  trouble  will  surely 
follow.  There  is  a  valuable  lesson  for  railway 
labor  in  every  plan  of  consolidation:  a  lesson  that 
cannot  profitably  be  ignored.  It  teaches  employes 
the  folly  of  attempting  to  meet  with  a  combina- 
tion of  employers  for  friendly  or  unfriendly  ac- 
tion, while  they  are  lacking  in  thorough  organisa- 
tion. The  affairs  of  men  are  more  readily  adjusted 
when  order,  not  disorder,  is  present.  Mobs  are 
rarely  wise  counselors.  Combinations  of  em- 
ployers prefer  to  deal  with  combinations  of  or- 
ganized labor,  rather  than  deal  with  a  mob  or  dis- 
organized bodies.  Railway  labor,  if  crystalized  in 
a  harmonious  whole,  would  promote  co-relative 
force,  and  prevent  insurrection  of  all  concerned. 
Chicago.  111.  Chicago. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  122  elected  the  following  officers:  John 
Fitzgerald.  C.  C:  Melvin  McLeod.  A.  C.  C.  C.  D. 
Baker.  S.  and  T.;  Jos.  Mareau.  S.  C:  P.  F.  Morri- 
son. J.  C:  W.  Decker.  I.  S.:  J.  P.  Hart.  O.  S.;  Divi- 
sion Com..  M.  M.  Haldaworth.  P.  F.  Morrison  and 
A.E. Holden;  J. Fitzgerald. Delegate:  W.J.Coyne. 
Alternate.  We  have  a  good  list  of  officers  to  start 
off— Brothers  who  have  the  work  at  heart  and  who 
have  some  snap,  and  that's  what  makes  things 
whoop.  I  was  out  to  Franklin  Park  last  Sunday 
and  I  met  Tom  Ambrose  and  Dick  McAloon  on 
their  wheels  taking  a  spin  and  they  tell  me  they 
are  going  to  St.  Paul  on  these  same  wheels  and 
will  start  April  12.  They  are  about  the  best 
around  here,  as  both  have  good  records  at  the 
Essex  Riding  Club.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  at  this 
time  that  Brother  Gables  has  had  a  back-set  at  the 
hospital.  He  had  to  have  flesh  grafted  from  his 
knee  and  put  on  the  stump  where  his  foot  was  cut 
off.  so  as  to  heal  it  up.  and  will  be  two  weeks  or 
more  before  he  can  get  home.  His  wife  has  just 
been  treated  for  tumor  and  his  home  can't  look 
cheery  with  all  his  trouble.  I  tell  you  trouble 
never  comes  alone.  Brother  Greer  is  at  the  same 
hospital  with  appendicitis,  and  is  quite  ill.  We 
missed  our  worthy  Secretary  at  the  last  meeting, 
as  he  was  in  Cedar  Rapids  attending  to  the  work 
of  the  Grand  Division,  as  one  of  the  Trustees.  I 
had  a  chance  to  shake  hands  with  Brother  T.  H. 
White  before  he  started  for  Mexico.  He  has  gone 
on  a  leave  of  absence,  and  may  stay,  if  he  is 
offered  any  inducements.  Brother  Angus  McLeod 
has  the  key  to  his  trunk  until  he  hears  from 
Brother  White.  Brother  Scott  i  informs  me  that 
be  attended  the  Vanderbilt-French  wedding  and 
made  them  a  nice  present.  He  speaks  of  it  as  the 
most  brilliant  affair  he  ever  attended,  and  Brother 
Egan  brought  them  to  Boston  after  the  affair  was 


over  to  start  on  their  wedding  journey.  Brother 
M.  H.  Smith  is  running  from  Fall  River  to  Lowell, 
and  has  a  good  ran.  He  ran  local  a  long  time  and 
it  is  a  well-earned  promotion.  Brother  George  M. 
Smith  has  been  confined  to  his  home  for  a  conple 
of  weeks,  but  is  getting  along  nicely  now  and  will 
soon  be  out  among  the  boys  again  we  hope. 
Brother  McGurn  has  received  from  some  good 
Brother  two  Belgian  hares,  and  is  going  to  see 
what  he  can  do  in  regard  to  raising  bares  for  the 
market.  Brother  Gillis  is  running  the  Mountain 
train  again  for  a  while.  He  has  been  acting  as 
traveling  conductor,  teaching  the  Brothers  the 
operation  of  air  brakes  and  self-couplers  and  he 
can  give  tips.  He  is  perfect  in  this  line.  It  is 
amusing  to  bear  the  boys  guess  who  it  is  that 
signs  "Automobile."  It  is  singular  sometimes 
how  some  Brothers  will  drop  out  of  sight.  When 
Brother  E.  Coman  came  to  Boston  to  the  conven- 
tion he  was  the  shining  light  in  the  O.  R.  C.  Now 
I  have  not  heard  of  him  for  years.  What  has  be- 
come of  him?  He  was  a  jolly  good  fellow.  Brother 
Coburn.  yardmaster  at  Middleboro.  was  at  our 
last  meeting  and  the  Brothers  were  glad  to  see 
him.  He  has  a  sick  wife  is  the  reason  he  don't 
come  of tener.  We  hope  the  good  woman  will  soon 
get  well.  Brother  J.  P.  Hart,  our  Outside  Sentinel, 
was  absent  at  our  last  meeting.  I  understand  he 
was  called  by  the  nurse  early  Sunday  morning. 
Before  the  doctor  left  there  were  two  more  added 
to  the  family.  That  accounts  for  his  absence. 
More  power  to  you,  Jimmy.  Brother  Stewart  has 
got  out  of  the  hospital  snd  attended  our  last  meet- 
iog  and  the  Brothers  were  glad  to  see  him  present. 
We  are  looking  for  big  changes  the  first  of  Febru- 
ary on  the  N.  Y.  N.  H.  H.  R.  R.  Brother  J.  F.  Col- 
lahu.  of  the  B.  A.  R.  R..  has  been  confined  to  the 
house  for  several  weeks,  and  is  improving  nicely. 
Boston.  Mass.  Automobile. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Beginning  the  new  century  January  Conduc- 
tor comes  to  us  with  a  brand  new  suit  on  and  full 
of  good  advice  and  opinions  from  our  Brothers 
scattered  over  the  country.  It  makes  a  fellow  feel 
good  after  reading  such  letters  as  come  from  the 
pens  of  Brothers  Burdick,  Whitcomb.  Bates.  Lane 
and  others,  and  it  is  thus  that  I  feel  now.  Brother 
Burdick  hits  the  nail  on  the  head  in  the  January 
Conductor.  Brother  Bates,  of  139.  desires  to  hear 
from  Mexico.  The  writer,  too.  like  Brother  Bates, 
served  his  time  on  old  Rascon  Mountain,  where  the 
rain  drops  are  as  long  as  a  telegraph  pole  and  fall 
continuously  six  months  in  every  A.  D.  Many  are 
the  times  we  have  walked  over  the  streets  in  Tam- 
pico  that  General  Taylor's  soldiers  paved  while  en- 
camped there  in  1847-48.  Those  old  cannons  quietly 
remind  the  visitor  that  there  was  a  hot  old  time  near 
there.  We  have  seen,  time  and  again,  the  road 
built  by  the  same  general's  army  over  Rascon 
Mountain  via  Tamasopa.  We.  too,  are  always 
glad  to  hear  from  the  boys  down  there;  for  one 
who  served  his  time  running  a  train  on  Rascon 
Mountain  will  never  forget  his  experiences  there, 
nor  friendships  formed  on  that  4  per  cent  grade 
and  22  degree  curves.  It  is  there  where  we 
became  experts  with  mesquite  wood  brake 
clubs.  Yes.  Brothers,  Mexico  has  no  unfinished 
business  on  hand  for  the  twentieth  century  brake- 
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man  or  conductor  made  from  the  brakemen  of 
same  century.  They  require  the  genuine  article. 
So.  ere  many  moons,  ye  scribe,  with  his  bag  and 
baggage,  will  fold  his  tent  and.  like  the  Arabs, 
"silently  steal  away"  to  the  land  of  the  Manona. 
The  writer  is  running  on  the  Galveston.  Houston 
&  Northern,  a  division  of  the  Southern  Pacific. 
That  is,  sometimes  he  is  running  for  the  switch 
and  sometimes  for  train  orders.  William  Bernard 
Mulvey  is  superintendent,  and  a  better-hearted 
man  never  approved  a  time  roll— approachable  at 
all  times  and  under  any  and  all  circumstances.  It  is 
said  of  Superintendent  Mulvey  that  in  all  his 
years  as  superintendent  no  one  ever  charged  him 
with  having  unjustly  discharged  an  employe.  I 
had  rather  have  this  compliment  paid  me.  were  I 
Mr.  Mulvey,  than  to  hold  the  highest  office  the 
people  of  grand  old  Texas  could  elect  me  to  fill. 
He  is  entitled  to  rank  among  the  foremost  rail- 
road officials  of  his  day  and  time.  H.  H.  White  is 
trainmaster,  and  no  complaint  do  we  ever  hear 
from  his  treatment  of  his  men.  He  is  always  on 
duty  and  at  all  times  ready  and.  willing  to  listen  to 
all  complaints,  etc.  The  Southern  Pacific  has 
done  the  largest  business  the  past  year  in  the 
history  of  the  company.  The  line  from  Houston 
to  New  Orleans  has  been  blocked  for  months.  We 
have  been  able  to  secure  a  few  places  for  some  of 
our  Brothers. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  hear  something  from 
Division  261.  The  writer  has  a  few  good  old 
friends  in  Mexico.  Division  No.  7  is  in  good  con- 
dition financially,  socially,  morally,  physically, 
numerically  and  otherwise.  Our  latch-string  has 
been  renewed,  made  longer,  and  still  hangs  on  the 
outer  door  of  our  sanctum  sanctorium.  Call  and 
see  us.  Brothers,  in  passing.         George  P  . 

Houston.  Tex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 
-  While  I  am  laying  off  with  la  grippe.  I  will  pass 
off  some  of  the  time  writing  a  letter  to  Thb  Con- 
ductor. I  am  in  the  service  of  the  Ohio  River 
Railroad  Co.  now  and  attend  meetings  of  Division 
369,  but  membership  is  still  with  Division  119.  Di- 
vision 369  is  small  in  membership,  but  they  very 
seldom  miss  a  meeting.  The  members  are  of  the 
O.  R.  R.  R..  B.  &  O.  and  Little  Kanahwa  Valley  Ry. 
There  are  14  O.  R.  C.  men  on  the  O.  R.  There  are 
three  braking  and  doing  extra  running.  This  time 
in  the  year  our  business  is  slack  because  the  river 
does  most  of  the  local  business  when  the  waters 
are  up.  In  the  summer,  when  the  river  is  low.  is 
the  time  when  all  extra  men  are  at  work.  We  have 
fifteen  daily  passenger  trains,  four  through 
freights  and  two  local  freights  between  Parkers- 
burg.  W.  Va..  and  Wheeling.  W.  Va..  eight  daily 
passenger  trains,  two  through  and  two  local  freights 
between  Parkersburg  and  Kenora.  W.  Va.  One  of 
the  locals  is  run  by  our  S.  C,  Brother  G.  C.  Hile. 
known  by  the  boys  as  "Massa  Geo."  or  "Commo- 
dore" Hile.  There  are  several  crews  on  the  W.  Va. 
S.  L.tbat  isnearing  completion,  and  I  think  will  be 
a  part  of  the  O.  R.  This  is  a  line  being  built  from 
New  Martinsville  to  Clarksburg.  W.  Va..  a  distance 
of  65  miles,  which  will  open  a  large  coal  and  lum- 
ber country,  also  a  large  oil  field.  They  have  one 
regular  crew  on  the  west  end  now  run  by  an  old 
timer.  Brother  John  Hendershot.  They  are  ship- 


ping feed  and  oil  well  supplies  out  as  far  as  the 
train  runs  now,  also  doing  a  nice  passenger  busi- 
ness. Our  trainmaster.  Mr.  D.  H.  Bradford,  has 
served  time  in  most  all  capacity,  from  "car  hand" 
up;  was  conductor  on  the  B.  &  O.,  also  on  the  O.  R.. 
and  6.  Y.  M.  for  the  O.  R.  at  Parkersburg.  and  then 
to  his  present  position  as  trainmaster.  He  is  a 
hustler  when  out  on  the  road,  lending  a  helping 
hand  to  the  local  boys,  and  you  might  take  him  for 
one  of  the  "roust-abouts."  as  "Massa  Geo."  calls 
the  brakemen.  Our  local  freights  are  very  heavy 
on  account  of  the  oil  well  supplies  being  shipped 
from  their  different  store  houses  to  points  where 
there  are  wells  being  drilled.  I  have  helped  to 
load  10.000  pounds  at  one  place  for  different  local 
points. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  Brother  Laf e  Rose's  wife 
being  very  ill.  which  is  causing  Brother  Rose  to  be 
off  duty:  hope  she  will  be  soon  on  the  road  to  re- 
covery. I  see  the  promotion  of  another  O.  R.  C. 
man.  Brother  R.  P.  Johnson,  of  Division  351.  to 
trainmaster  of  the  Sciolio  division.  N.  &  W.  R'y.. 
east  of  Kenora.  W.  Va.  Brother  "  R.  P."  is  an  old 
acquaintance  of  your  correspondent,  and  a  good 
railroadman.  He  has  climbed- the  ladder  round 
by  round. 

Well,  now  for  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  the  old 
conductor:  I  guess  they  that  are  living  now  are 
getting  older,  but  for  the  old  gentleman's  sake 
do  not  run  or  put  him  off  in  a  home  unless  it  is  one 
he  can  be  the  boss  of.  There  is  not  one  in  ten  that 
would  consent  to  being  put  off  this  way  if  it  was 
his  time  to  lay  down  the  ticket  punch  or  train  book 
and  quit  railroading.  He  is  not  going  to  be  taken 
from  the  loved  ones  he  has  cared  for  while  able  to 
make  his  runs.  I  say  when  he  is  cut  off  on  account 
of  old  age  give  him  his  insurance  in  monthly  pay- 
ments and  allow  him  the  benefit  of  the  interest 
from  the  time  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  pay 
him  bis  insurance.  I  hope  a  plan  will  be  settled  on 
to  take  care  of  our  father  conductors  in  their  old 
days,  after  spending  the  best  part  of  his  life  as  an 
ill-paid  conductor. 

I  wish  all  a  prosperous  year  and  an  increase  in 
membership  in  the  noble  Order  of  Railway  Con- 
ductors. Brothers  of  Division  93.  if  you  meet  W. 
S.  Mercer,  now  on  the  I.  C.  treat  him  kindly.  He 
is  a  Brother  of  the  writer  and  o.  k.  boy.-  There  are 
several  boys  on  the  O.  R.  that  I  would  like  to  see 
come  into  our  fold.  Boys,  "if  you  cannot  be  with 
us  do  not  be  against  us.  but  stand  by  and  see  the 

d  est  fight  you  ever  saw."  Home,  city,  country. 

all  are  prosperous  formed  with  the  powerful  link 
of  union  bond.  C.  Forrest  Mercer. 

Parkersburg.  W.  Va. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Having  been  superannuated  as  the  S.  and  T.  of 
Division  No.  13  I  now  find  a  little  more  time 
to  give  thought  to  the  conditions  and  surround- 
ings of  our  Order,  and  notwithstanding  the  very 
much  improved  standing  which  we  have  attained 
during  the  last  decade  we  all  naturally  feel  that  if 
it  is  at  all  possible  to  improve  in  anything  we  have 
done  we  should  make  the  effort.  I  am  delighted 
to  find  such  an;  interesting  lot  of  letters  in 
January  Conductor.  It  clearly  indicates  that 
the  membership  in  general  are  giving  thought  to 
questions  and  conditions  that  are  of  so  much  im- 
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portance.  While  we  do  not  all  agree  as  to  ways 
and  means,  the  interchange  of  ideas  and  plans 
help  each  one  to  better  understand  the  other. 
Even  Brother  Parrell's  strong:  objections  cause  us 
to  think  harder.  As  a  matter  of  information  and 
to  give  your  readers  an  idea  of  the  mortality  at 
the  different  ages  during:  the  year  1900,  as  I  have 
them  recorded.  I  herewith  give  a  tabulated  state- 
ment of  the  claims  approved  in  the  different  series 
during;  the  time  above  specified: 


ship— let  it  be  when  it  may— he  pays  his  first 
assessment  to  the  fund;  in  fact,  pays  his  one  dollar 
on  each  thousand  dollars  at  the  time  he  submits 
his  application— the  present  application  form  to 
be  amended  for  that  purpose.  Place  the  operation 
of  the  creation  of  the  reserve  fund  on  the  above 
plan  and  you  will  do  away  with  this  catch-as-catch- 
can  method  of  raising-  the  fund,  as  well  as  the  un- 
just operation  of  it  The  question  of  record  must 
not  interfere  with  the  question  of  justice.  Justice 


TABULATED  STATEMENT  OF  CLAIMS  APPROVED- 


Total  in 

each 
Series. 


SKKIKS. 


880040 
$2000.00 
$3000.00 
$4000.00 
$5000.00 


2527 


Total 
at  each  I  i  1 
period.  II 


28 


2930 


4  3 

2 


1  6 


31 


32 


5  11 10 


33 


34 


3536 


37 


15 12 10 


38 


39 


40  41 


141  6  8 


42 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


3 

4  3 
4  1 


49 


50 


51 


52 


3  1 
3 


7 10  6  7  91 


53 


55 


56 


57 


60  61 


3  1 


62 


63  65  67 


91 
62 
83 
4 
2 


242 


You  may  see  that  the  youngest  was  at  the  age  of 
25  years,  and  the  oldest  at  74.  no  claims  having: 
been  submitted  for  ages  at  26,  SB.  59. 64, 66. 69.  70,  72 
and  73.  I  find  the  aggregate  ages  to  be  10.233.  the 
total  claims  being  242.  would  make  an  average 
over  42  years.  I  consider  this  a  remarkable  show- 
ing when  I  think  of  scope  of  benefit  derived. 
Now.  sir.  on  the  question  of  the  method  of  cre- 
ating the  reserve  fund,  which  has  been  men- 
tioned by  several  others  in  the  Fraternal  columns. 
I  wish  to  particularly  lay  before  the  members  of 
the  Department  my  reasons  to  have  it  amended, 
and  ask  that  they  give  it  due  consideration  and 
instruct  their  delegate  to  give  the  matter  full 
time  and  thought  at  the  next  Grand  Division. 

Brother  C.  D.  Baker,  of  Division  122.  claimed  to 
be  the  author  of  our  present  system  of  assess- 
ment, which,  under  our  plan  of  insurance,  meets 
with  my  hearty  approval,  for  the  reason  that,  in 
the  absence  of  a  calamity,  you  know  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  what  you  have  to  meet  during 
the  term,  our  present  plan  of  creating  the  amount 
of  reserve  fund  and  maintaining  it.  does  not  give 
that  satisfaction.  Its  operation  is  just  the  same 
as  that  used  in-creating  the  Protective  fund,  and  I 
ask  you  to  think  about  how  many  members  there 
are  in  the  Order  today  who  are  subject  to  the 
benefit  of  that  fund  who  never  contributed  one 
cent  to  it?  Is  that  justice?  I  think  not.  And 
where  justice  does  not  prevail  harmony  cannot 
exist.  What  I  want  to  see.  is.  that  all  are  treated 
alike— those  that  are  members  now  and  that  may 
become  members  hereafter.  It  can  be  done  and  do 
no  one  the  slightest  injustice,  and  in  doing  so  you 
perpetuate  the  maintenance  of  the  reserve  fund. 
My  suggestion  is  to  assess  each  member  of  the 
department  the  one  dollar  per  thousand  until  he 
has  paid  ten  dollars  on  each  thousand  dollars  of 
insurance  he  carries:  he  then  ceases  for  all  time 
paying  into  the  reserve  fund.  Amend  the  law  so 
that  when  an  applicant  is  admitted  to  member- 


must  prevail  and  record  must  be  kept  to  meet 
that  end.  If  this  was  put  into  effect  I  then  cannot 
see  at  this  time  any  way  to  improve  on  it  under 
our  plan  of  insurance.  On  the  question  of  separa- 
tion of  the  death  and  disability  features  of  our  in- 
surance I  can  as  yet  find  no  solution  without 
endangering  the  life  of  our  whole  structure.  The 
nearest  plan  of  life  insurance  to  give  justice  is  the 
graded  system,  and  if  you  touch  the  structure  at 
all.  then  tear  it  all  down  and  build  it  up  again  on 
the  best  known  plan,  an  action  I  am  well  satisfied 
that  the  membership  will  not  for  a  moment  enter- 
tain. I  .have  thought  out  points  in  the  event  of  a 
member  who  desires  either  to  increase  or  de- 
crease the  amount  of  his  certificate  and  the 
method  of  keeping  record,  which  will  be  compact 
and  just  in  its  operation.  I  know  that  there  will 
be  a  lot  of  good,  level-headed  business  members 
give  this  proposition  due  thought  and  considera- 
tion, and  1  trust  that  the  delegates  are  all  advised 
to  give  it  the  consideration  so  important  a  ques- 
tion demands.  I  am  ready  to  consider  any  propo- 
sition that  may  be  submitted  on  this  question  and 
gladly  congratulate  any  who  produces  a  good  one. 
The  general  welfare  of  our  members  is  the  ques- 
tion, and  not  the  gratification  of  any  particular 
member.  I  am  glad  to  see  my  old  friend  Brother 
J.  B.  W.  Johnston  in  the  list  of  correspondents, 
and  wonder  what  has  become  of  my  old  friend 
"C."  from  Dodge  City.  I  am  looking  for  some- 
thing from  Brother  Bogert.  of  57.  and  a  crack  on 
the  back  from  Brother  Tim  Farrell.  Well  done. 
Brother  G.  B.  M.  Sewell.  of  120.  come  again,  and 
more  of  it.  Oh.  say!  what  has  become  of  poor  old 
"Vinegar"?  "Hot  Tamales"  has  him  distanced: 
see  that  they  are  both  on  hand  at  the  next  Grand 
Division.  Check  me  up  again.  Brother  Burdick. 
and  see  that  I  do  not  miss  a  coupling.  If  I  do, 
then  call  me  down.  W.  H.  Ingram. 

St.  Thomas.  Ont. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


150 


THEfRAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  sincerely  regret  that  my  December  article  dis- 
pleased the  Canadian  conductors.  I  regret  it  be- 
cause it  was  not  my  intention  to  bring  any 
trouble. 

I  simply  tried  to  illustrate  how  all  international 
wars  act  against  the  healthy  development  of  the 
working  masses  at  home,  delaying  their  emanci- 
pation from  the  bondage  of  the  home  monopolists, 
for  whose  exclusive  benefit  all  wars  are  fought. 
How  can  a  God  of  righteousness  help  the  workers 
of  the  superior  nations  to  improve  their  condition 
as  long  as  they  are  willing  to  help  in  crushing  the 
working  people  abroad  ? 

I  then  beg  my  Canadian  Brothers  to  forgive  me 
if  they  think  I  have  been  unjust  to  them  in  that 
article.  Jose  Gkos. 

6 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Appended  find  statement  of  receipts  received  at 
the  Home  from  all  sources  during  the  month  of 
January.  1901: 

o.  a.  c.  DIVISIONS. 

AMT. 


7.. 
41.. 
61.. 
83.. 
122.. 


.Whir 


AMT. 
.125  00 

:1U 

.12  00 
.  12  00 
.12  00 


NO. 

Ml.. 
166.. 
243- 
247.. 
259.. 


=«B8 

..  24  00 


28- 


12  00 
12  00 

.1150  00 
12  00 


L.  A.  to  O 

PERSONAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Brother  L.  S.  Bryant.  Div.  40  O.  R.  C  $  5  00 

Dir.  285  O.  R.  C.  burial  expense  Brother  F. 

Wills   70  00 

Brother  W.  F.  Warren.  Div.  9  B.  L.  E..  3 

large  turkeys. 
L.  A.  C.  No.  92,  box  groceries. 
L.  A.  C.  No.  79.  souvenir  comfortable. 
Committee  Div.  1 0.  R.  C.  1  bbl.  apples.  1  bx. 

oranges,  1  bx.  tobacco  and  1  bag  nuts. 
Cheyenne.  Wyo..  L.  A.  C's.  G.  I.  ATs  and  L. 

A.  F's,  proceeds  of  a  ball   17  11 

Sold  wagonnette  and  harness  110  00 

Sold  veal  calf   8  19 

SUMMARY. 

B.  R.  T.  Lodges  $119  05 

B.  L.  E.  Divisions   47  16 

B.  L.  F.  Lodges   12  00 

G.  I.  A  to  B.  L.  E   12  00 

L.  S.  to  B.  L.  F   8  00 

L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T   500 

Grand  total  $575  51 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
S.  and  T.  R.  R.  Hen's  Home. 

Highland  Park.  111. 

«4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

For  some  time  I  have  looked  through  the  corre- 
spondence department  for  some  mention  being 
made  of  Division  245.  I  believe  I  have  to  see  the 
first  article  coming  from  this  locality,  and  if  I  am 
correct  I  will  endeavor  to  "break  the  ice."  Some 
of  the  good  members  scattered  broadcast  may 
think  we  are  conspicuous  by  our  absence,  but  I'll 
venture  to  say  conditions  as  they  exist  here  would 
not  permit  of  much  space  being  taken  in  The 
Conductor  by  our  members,  because  business 
has  been  quite  brisk,  and  so  many  of  our  members 
have  been  thinking  more  seriously  about  rest  than 
anything  else.  To  those  unacquainted  with  Divi- 
sion 245  I  will  say.  prospects  for  an  increase  of 
membership  were  never  brighter.  Some  of  the 
old  time  interest  is  shown  and  ere  long  we  hope  to 


be  able  to  stand  among  the  prosperous  once  more. 
Our  membership  is  scattered  very  much  on  ac- 
count of  many  changes  being  made  in  the  past  two 
years  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  traffic  of  the 
Santa  Fe  Route,  which  has  been  quite  heavy  of 
late.  We  have  a  solid  delegation  on  the  Kansas 
Southwestern  Ry.  and  a  representation  on  the 
Frisco,  and  meetings  are  getting  more  interesting, 
especially  during  the  initiation  ceremony.  Brother 
J.  W.  Reed  is  again  re-elected  Chief  Conductor, 
and  a  better  pilot  is  nowhere  to  be  found.  It  is 
very  evident  that  his  services  are  appreciated  from 
the  fact  that  he  is  again  at  the  helm.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  year  1901  may  prove  to  be  one  of  success 
and  general  prosperity  for  the  different  orders  and 
brotherhoods,  and  that  more  individual  attention 
be  paid  to  the  different  modes  of  improving  condi- 
tions, which  at  present  have  a  tendency  to  make 
railroading  quite  a  lively  business  in  so  far  as  the 
employes  are  concerned.  We  have  interests  to 
protect  no  matter  what  our  lot  may  be.  and  I  be- 
lieve if  a  few  moments  of  careful  study  daily  de- 
voted to  our'  welfare  would  be  indulged  in  by 
each  and  every  one  of  us  it  would  not  only  prove 
beneficial  to  us  as  a  body,  but  would  be  a  source  of 
pleasure  and  contentment  personally. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  extend  to  all  worthy 
Brothers  coming  through  our  lines  the  same  as 
can  be  found  elsewhere  under  similar  conditions. 

Arkansas  City.  Kan.  J.  A.  Houlb. 

© 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  173  is  situated  in  the  bannana  belt  of  the 
Black  Hills,  where  rich  yellow  stuff  is  token  out  in 
abundance.  We  nave  no  snow  at  all.  and  the  days 
as  they  come  and  go  remind  us  of  one  long  sum- 
mer day.  Our  business  is  fairly  good  on  the  road: 
12  crews  in  the  chain  gang.  3  on  mixed  runs  and  4 
on  passenger  runs,  making  18  crews  altogether. 
There  has  been  12  crews  pulled  off  since  the  stock 
run  is  over,  and  a  great  many  of  the  boys  have 
sought  other  fields  of  labor  until  the  warm  rains  of 
springtime  come  and  the  grass  comes  forth.  Then 
young  cattle  from  the  southern  ranges  commence 
to  come  in  and  the  crews  will  be  put  back  on 
again,  thereby  making  the  boys  happy  in  giving 
seed  to  the  sower  and  bread  to  the  eater.  I  con- 
gratulate Brother  F.  J.  Logan  on  his  doublebeader 
article  in  January  number.  I  hope  that  our  next 
Grand  Division  will  take  some  action  on  the  mat- 
ter of  holding  membership  in  both  O.  R.  C.  and  B. 
R.  T.  I.  for  one.  feel  that  the  time  has  come  when 
a  man  should  not  have  one  foot  in  each  camp.  It 
may  do  for  social  organizations,  but  not  for  labor 
organizations.  So  I  do  hope  that  our  delegate  will 
bring  up  this  matter  at  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Grand  Division. 

Division  173  has  just  had  an  18  days'  siege  with  the 
general  officers  on  the  adjustment  committee,  and 
all  our  di ff erances  have  been  adjusted  as  nearly  as 
possible  under  existing  circumstances.  Our  gen- 
eral officers  as  well  as  our  subordinate  officers  we 
believe  are  fair-minded  men  and  will  do  as  nearly 
as  possible  the  fair  thing.  And  above  all  things 
noble  and  grand  was  our  officers  agreed  to  not 
handle  traffic  on  Sunday,  which  is  not  absolutely 
necessary,  thereby  giving  the  men  a  chance  to 
throw  themselves  in  against  influences  and  privi- 
leges that  will  build  them  up  intellectually  and 
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morally  and  make  them  better  husbands,  fathers, 
employes  and  citizens.  We  want  to  thank  them 
for  this  and  say  that  this  Is  a  step  in  the  right  di- 
rection and  will  do  more  in  solving:  the  great  prob- 
lem of  making;  the  employes  feel  that  the  railroad 
company  is  their  friend  and  not  their  enemy  as  in 
days  gone  by.  It  once  seemed  as  though  all  they 
cared  for  the  men  was  to  get  the  most  out  of  them 
for  the  least  money.  And  ye  scribe  is  safe  in  say- 
ing with  the  voice  of  the  men  that  this  was  prac- 
ticing false  economy  and  a  great  loss  to  the  com- 
pany: for  we  do  know  what  human  nature  is.  and 
"if  you  will  not  lore  me  I  will  not  lore  you." 

I  want  to  tell  you.  my  dear  Brothers,  that  things 
are  moving  in  the  right  direction  up  here  in  the 
Black  Hill  division  of  the  Elk  Horn,  and  Division 
173  is  abreast  of  the  tide.  We  have  changed  our 
meeting  days  from  the  first  and  third  Sundays  in 
the  month  to  the  second  and  third  Wednesdays  of 
each  month.  Who  will  be  the  next  to  follow?  Our 
election  of  officers  was  a  grand  success:  Al 
Wright,  our  city  mayor,  was  elected  Chief  Con- 
ductor. He  who  is  known  all  over  the  country  as 
the  patriarch  of  the  Black  Hills  and  Charley  Christ 
asS.  and  T.  His  business  way  of  handling  the 
office  is  commendable.  He  only  serves  one  notice, 
so  don't  overlook  that  one.  A.  P.  Ward. 

Cbadron.  Neb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  115  has  taken  new  life  with  the  new  year 
and  the  beginning  of  the  new  century.  On  January 
5  our  first  meeting  was  well  attended.  We  in- 
stalled a  part  of  the  new  officers,  initiated  a  candi- 
date for  the  honors  and  D.  T.  Williams  was  made 
an  O.  R.  C.  conductor.  Saturday  night  meetings 
now  by  a  vote  of  the  Division. 

A  committee  was  appointed  on  January  25  to  ar- 
range for  an  excursion  and  picnic  this  season,  and 
given  authority  to  carry  out  the  same  in  detail. 

On  January  19  our  second  meeting  in  the  twen- 
tieth century— it  looked  like  election  night  to  see 
the  old  timers  coming  in.  Why.  there  comes  Jo  Jo 
Rains,  an  old  timer  in  115,  but  he  has  taken  a  with- 
drawal and  cast  his  lot  with  the  webbfoots  in  Ore- 
gon. Kalfus  gave  the  Division  the  P.C.  S.  S.  work 
or  how  to  work  a  steamship  company  for  a  ride 
from  Portland  to  Frisco  and  sleep  in  the  captain's 
bed  and  eat  at  the  head  of  the  table.  Jo  says  it's 
easy.  Next  in  order  was  to  obligate  a  Brother.  A. 
B.  Spear  has  decided  to  come  back  into  the  folds 
of  the  O.  R.  C.  We  extended  the  glad  hand,  helped 
np  and  started  him  out  as  a  full  fledged  O.  R.  C. 
man.  While  all  this  was  going  on  two  applications 
were  handed  in  and  on  February  2,  if  all  goes  well, 
we  will  promote  two  more.  There  are  several  pe- 
titions gone  out.  It  looks  like  railroading  to  have 
the  Brothers  come  up  'and  ask  for  blanks.  Brother 
Geo.  S.  Smith  says  he  is  going  after  a  man.  It 
looks  like  business  to  see  twenty-five  good,  true 
conductors  sitting  in  El  Capitan  Division  once 
more.  Bring  'em  along!  Jerry,  go  oil  the  car. 

San  Francisco.  Cal.  M.  G.  Pomphrey. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  166  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  bids 
fair  to  excel  a  number  of  years  passed  by.  Our 
membership  is  now  110.  with  several  more  to  be 
taken  in  the  Order.  The  year  1900  has  been  a  very 


prosperous  one  to  many  of  the  Brothers  at  this 
place  but  I  must  admit  also  for  some  it  has  looked 
rather  cloudy  as  several  of  the  Brothers  are  still 
out  of  work,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  a  little 
more  time  we  will  again  see  them  back  carrying 
the  bills.  The  officials  at  this  point  are  rather 
severe  on  the  boys,  in  fact,  too  much  so.  Brothers 
Barnes  and  Roebuck,  who  have  been  for  some  time 
on  the  retired  list,  have  been  again  reinstated  and 
it  was  through  the  O.  R.  C.  that  this  was  accom- 
plished. It  seems  the  harder  one  tries  to  get  along 
and  avoid  trouble  the  more  he  has.  especially  on 
the  B.  &  O.  system.  I  wish  to  call  a  great  many  of 
the  Brothers'  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  would  be 
to  their  interest  to  attend  meetings  a  little  more 
regularly  as  they  would  be  posted  as  to  what  is  go- 
ing on.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  personal  on  this  sub- 
ject but  unless  I  see  more  faces  in  the  Division 
room  in  the  future  I  will  give  names  in  full.  So. 
Brothers,  take  warning  and  show  up!  I  met 
Brother  Jerry's  wife  on  the  street  one  morning  not 
long  ago  and  she  told  me  that  Jerry  had  not  been 
to  a  meeting  in  two  years.  She  remarked  to  me 
that  on  the  second  Sunday  of  December  last  that 
he  went  to  attend  but  could  not  get  in.  Now  I  will 
state  for  the  benefit  of  our  Brother,  all  you  would 
have  to  have  done  was  to  make  an  alarm  on  the 
outer  door  and  some  one  would  have  looked  after 
you. 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
Brothers  going  on  the  war  path  not  to  play  too 
much  on  that  part  of  the  anatomy  that  will  show 
up  the  least.  Brother  Taylor  Spence,  who  looks 
after  the  tickets  on  the  Zanesville  accommodation, 
has  been  called  to  the  west  on  account  of  the  seri- 
ous illness  of  his  wife's  mother.  Now  I  dare  say 
that  there  is  not  a  more  popular  conductor  any- 
where in  the  land  than  Brother  Spence.  From  the 
number  of  gilt  stripes  on  his  sleeve  he  has  served 
his  master  almost  35  years.  He  is  known  by  every 
man.  woman  and  child  between  Zanesville  and 
Columbus  as  the  most  careful  conductor  in  the  dis- 
cbarge of  his  duties,  and  is  at  all  times  ready  and 
willing  to  assist  a  Brother.  Do  not  understand 
this  as  a  reflection  on  any  of  the  others  handling 
the  punch  for  I  don't  think  a  more  kind  hearted  set 
of  men  ever  was  connected  with  the  rail  than  those 
running  out  of  Newark.  O.  There  are  Brothers 
S.  F.  Moore  and  Can.  Smith  who  are  always  glad 
to  grasp  the  hand  of  a  true  Brother.  Now  I  wish 
to  speak  a  word  in  behalf  of  our  worthy  S.  &  T.. 
Brother  J.  H.  Meanor.  who  has  filled  the  office  so 
successfully  for  years.  I  can  say  without  fear  of 
contradiction  that  it  wonld  be  hard  to  find  one  that 
is  more  efficient  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 
He  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  share  in 
lending  his  hand  for  anything  that  is  for  the  good 
of  the  Order.  Brothers  Miller  Shafer  and  Willie 
Crouse  are  still  pulling  the  bell  cord  on  passenger 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  may  continue  on  so 
as  they  have  both  earned  their  present  position 
through  the  many  hard  knocks  they  have  had  on 
freight.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Brother  McGuire. 
who  can  talk  a  hundred  words  a  minute  by  putting 
a  little  fish  worm  oil  on  his  Jaws,  will  meet  with 
success  as  general  yardmaster  at  Shawnee.  Ohio. 
Mc  is  a  good  "bye'' but  is  awfully  windy  at  times. 
Hoping  I  may  have  the  exquisite  pleasure  of  .see- 
ing large  attendances  in  the  future  in  the  Division 
room.  A.  F.  Henley. 

Newark,  O. 
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Sunstroke— Policy  Construed. 

The  appellee,  while  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty  as  an  employe  of  a  railroad 
company,  was  fatally  prostrated  by  sun- 
stroke. Claim  was  made  upon  the  asso- 
ciation for  the  full  amount  purporting  to 
be  insured  against  fatal  accident.  The 
association  refused  to  pay  and  the  trial 
court  resulted  in  a  verdict  and  judgment 
for  plaintiff.  The  policy  provides  that 
"if  any  injury  causing  disability  or  death 
entitling  the  insured  to  claim  benefits 
under  the  provisions  of  this  policy  be 
caused  or  contributed  to  by  sunstroke  or 
freezing  while  not  in  the  line  of  his  duty 
as  a  railroad  employe,  then  the  limit  of  the 
association's  liability  will  be  one-fourth 
of  the  sum  otherwise  payable,  anything 
to  the  contrary  herein  notwithstanding." 
On  appeal  the  court  held  that  there  was 
an  express  liability  under  the  policy 
where  death  is  caused  by  or  contributed 
to  by  sunstroke.  That  the  language  "if 
the  sunstroke  occurs  while  the  insured  is 
not  in  the  line  of  duty,  the  liability  is 
one- fourth."  This  certainly  means  if  the 
sunstroke  be  received  while  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  there  would  be  a  full 
liability.    Judgment  affirmed. 

Railway  Officials  and  Employes  Accident  Asso- 
ciation vs.  Johnson.  Ky.  C.  of  App..  October,  1900. 

Fraternal  Insurance. 

1.  Non  Payment  of  Assessment—Bur- 
den.—A  beneficial  association  alleging  a 
forfeiture  for  non  payment  of  assessments 
must  show  that  the  assessments  were  im- 
posed strictly  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
surance contract. 

2.  Pleading  —  Statute. —  Where  the 
statute  provides  that  insurance  con- 
tracts shall  be  liberally  construed 
with  a  view  to  substantial  justice;  an 
answer  by  an  association  that  an  assess- 


ment was  duly  made,  and  notice  thereof 
given  the  assured,  and  that  he  failed  to 
pay,  were  not  objectionable  for  insuffici- 
ency, since  the  allegation  that  an  assess- 
ment was  duly  made  by  reasonable  in- 
ference, states  that  the  conditions  existed 
on  which  the  right  to  make  an  assess- 
ment depended,  and  that  it  was  made  by 
the  proper  authorities. 

3.  Assessment— Delegation  of  Au- 
thority.—An  assessment  authorized  by 
resolution  of  the  board  of  directors  as  to 
the  date  of  making  it  and  by  a  resolution 
of  the  executive  committee  as  to  the 
amount  and  necessity,  held,  not  void  be- 
cause the  directors  had  delegated  their 
power  to  make  the  assessment  to  the 
executive  committee. 

4.  Conditional  Acceptance — When 
Not  a  Waiver. — Where  an  assessment 
was  paid  after  forfeiture,  and  received 
on  condition  that  assured  was  in  good 
health,  when  he  was  in  fact  at  death's 
door,  and  died  the  next  day,  and  the 
association  promptly  offered  to  return 
the  money,  the  acceptance  of  the  pay- 
ment and  execution  of  a  receipt  did  not 
constitute  a  waiver  of  the  forfeiture. 

5.  Reinstatement  Provision.— Where 
the  certificate  provided  for  the  reinstate- 
ment of  the  insured  after  forfeiture,  on 
condition  that  all  subsequent  assessments 
should  be  paid,  the  levy  of  a  subsequent 
assessment  against  the  insured  did  not 
waive  the  forfeiture. 

6.  Assignment.— Where,  as  in  this  case, 
the  policy  was  assigned  after  suit  to  the 
beneficiary's  attorney  for  a  small  sum,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  dismiss  the 
action,  since  the  assignment  was  void, 
champerous  and  against  public  policy. 

Miles  vs.  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Association. 
Wis.  S.  C.  Dec.  8. 1900. 

Note.— The  above  decision  is  important  as 
deciding  a  number  of  questions  of  almost  daily 
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occurrence  in  assessment  life  insurance.  It  sounds 
a  warning  to  all  to  keep  their  assessments  paid  up 
and  exhibits  I  the  danger  of  neglecting  this  until 
impaired  health  alarms  one  to  the  sense  of  duty 
and  necessity. 

Immediate  Notice— Recovery. 

1.  Where  a  policy  provided  for  immedi- 
ate notice  with  full  particulars  as  to  in- 
juries or  death  as  a  condition  of  recovery, 
failure  to  give  notice  until  two  weeks 
after  defendent's  death,  and  until  an  au- 
topsy had  been  made,  and  the  body  inter- 
red, will  not  prevent  a  recovery  when 
there  was  evidence  that  the  case  of 
death  was  unknown  until  after  the  au- 
topsy, notice  being  sent  promptly  on  the 
day  after  receipt  of  the  report  of  the 
chemists  who  made  the  analysis. 

2.  — Refusal  to  allow  company's  medi- 
cal EXAMINER  TO  EXAMINE  BODY.— Where 

the  policy  provided  that  the  company's 
medical  advisor  shall  be  allowed  to  ex- 
amine the  person  of  any  person  in  respect 
to  an  injury,  or  the  body  in  case  of  death 
from  injuries,  it  is  no  defense  to  an  action 
that  an  examination  of  defendant's  body 
was  refused,  when  it  appeared  that  the 
first  application  for  examination  was 
made  nearly  a  month  after  the  burial,  and 
that  the  organs  removed  by  the  coroner 
had  not  been  replaced. 

Ewing  vs.  Commercial  Travelers  Mut.  Acc.  Ins. 
Co..  N.  Y.  S.  C.  Dec.  13. 1900. 

4 

Surrender  of  Certificate— When  Impossi- 
ble—Proceeds. 

Where  a  benefit  certificate  is  made  pay- 
able to  a  certain  person  on  surrender  of 
the  certificate,  and  such  certificate  is  in 
possession  of  a  person  other  than  the 
beneficiary,  who  refuses  to  deliver  the 
same,  the  condition  "on  surrender  of  the 
certificate"  will  be  reasonably  and  equit- 
ably construed,  and  the  beneficiary  en- 
titled to  recover  the  insurance,  though  he 
cannot  surrender  the  same. 

Smith  vs.  Supreme  Council.  Royal  Arcanum. 
N.  C.  S.  C.  Nov  27. 1900. 

Lame  Arm  Not  Negligence— Packages. 

Where  it  appeared  that  a  female  pas- 
senger was  admitted  to  a  crowded  train 
and  rode  in  a  car  that  had  been  attached 
to  the  regular  train  which  did  not  come 


up  along  side  the  platform  at  her  destina- 
tion. When  she  attempted  to  leave  the 
car  with  her  arm  full  of  packages  the 
train  started  with  a  sudden  jerk  and 
threw  and  injured  her.  Her  free  arm  was 
lame  and  because  she  did  not  have  the 
use  of  it  whereby  to  hold  on  to  the  hand 
rods  in  alighting  the  company  insisted 
this  fact  would  defeat  her  recovery  be- 
cause of  her  contributory  negligence. 
The  court,  however,  held  that  a  lame  arm 
is  not  negligence  and  affirmed  the  judg- 
ment. 

Mary  Taylor  vs.  Lake  Erie  &  Western  Ry.  Co.. 
Ind.  App.  C.  Dec.  1900. 

Negligence—  Voluntary  Relief  Fund. 

A  brakeman  who  is  between  two  cars  in 
a  moving  train  to  uncouple  them  is  un- 
able to  look  for  or  observe  obstructions  on 
the  track,  and  the  company  may  be  liable 
for  injuries  which  he  suffers  by  stumbling 
over  a  pile  of  refuse  between  the  rails, 
which  it  has  had  notice  to  remove  and 
which  he  did  not  know  was  there.  But 
the  acceptance  of  benefits  from  the  volun- 
tary relief  department  of  the  defendant 
road  by  a  member  thereof  deprives  the 
injured  employe  and  beneficiary  of  all 
right  of  action  against  the  railroad  for 
the  injuries  by  reason  of  which  such  bene- 
fits were  obtained.  An  employe  must 
elect  to  either  accept  the  benefits  or  sue 
for  the  injury.   He  cannot  do  both. 

P.C.C.  &St.L.  Ry.Co.  vs.  Elwood.  Ind.  S.  C. 
Dec.  1900. 

4 

Separate  Coach  Law— Interstate  Commerce. 

The  United  States  Supreme  Court  in 
the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Railway  Company  vs.  The  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, has  sustained  the  Separate  Coach 
Law  for  colored  passengers.  Justice 
Brown  in  his  opinion  stated  that  there  is 
a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  interstate 
law  if  a  separate  coach  for  local  colored 
passengers  is  attached  to  a  train  while 
passing  through  the  state. 

Justice  Harlan  dissented,  and  said  the 
law  is  an  interference  with  interstate 
commerce  and  that  the  Kentucky  Legis- 
lature has  no  right  to  classify  citizens  by 
color  in  railway  coaches. 
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Jno.  B.  Garrett  has  resigned  as  vice- 
president  of  the  Lehigh  Valley. 

Hamilton  McWhorter  has  been  chosen 
president  of  the  Augusta  Southern. 

William  Scallon  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Butte  Anaconda  &  Pacific. 

George  T.  Jarvis  has  resigned  as  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Wisconsin  Central. 

J.  F.  Wallace  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant general  manager  of  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral. 

Samuel  Hunt  has  resigned  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Cincinnati,  Portsmouth  &  Vir- 
ginia. 

W.  H.  Barnes  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Western  New  York  &  Penn- 
sylvania. 

John  J.  Neifert  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  at  Hazel- 
ton,  Pa. 

D.  C.  Ogg  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  at  Rich- 
mond, Va. 

L.  Malloy  has  resigned  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  Montana  division  of  the  Oregon 
Short  Line. 

E.  H.  Williams  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Oregon  Short  Line  at 
Lima,  Mont. 

D.  B.  Lindsay  has  been  appointed  sec- 
retary and  general  manager  of  the  Temis- 
couata  Railway. 

W.  W.  Wilson  has  resigned  as  assistant 

teneral  manager  of  the  Gulf  Beaumont 
;  Kansas  City. 

E.  St.  John  has  resigned  as  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  Sea- 
board Air  Line. 

H.  D.  Emerson  has  resigned  as  vice- 
president  and  superintendent  of  the  Ohio 
River  &  Lake  Erie. 

George  P.  Johnson  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  transportation  of  the 
Seaboard  Air  Line. 

Percy  R.  Todd  has  been  elected  second 
vice-president  of  the  New  York  New 
Haven  &  Hartford. 


H.  A.  Kennedy  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Kalispell  division  of 
the  Great  Northern. 

Jno.  H.  Goodyear  has  resigned  as  as- 
sistant general  superintendent  of  the  B 
falo  &  Susquehanna. 


na- 


J.  V.  Goode  has  tendered  his  resigna 
tion  as  general  superintendent  of  the  Ft, 
Worth  &  Denver  City. 

Hugh  G.  Bowles  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Monongahela  division  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

W.  C.  Franz  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Toledo  &  Ohio  Central  with 
office  at  Bucyrus,  O. 

J.  M.  Daly  has  resigned  as  superinten- 
dent of  transportation  of  the  ]  • 
Lackawanna  &  Western. 

H.  G.  Fitch  has  been  appointed  trs 
master  of  the  Meadville  division  west 
the  Erie  at  Meadville,  Pa. 

J.  F.  Miller  has  been  elected  vice-i 
dent  of  the  Cleveland  Akron  &  Columbus 
Headquarters  at  Akron,  O. 

O.  O.  Esser  has  resigned  as  superii 
tendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  &  New  Ye~ 
division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley. 

John  E.  Newell  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Ohio  River  &  Lake 
Headquarters  at  Cleveland,  O. 

H.  H.  Hunnewell  has  resigned  as 
man  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
sas  City  Ft.  Scott  &  Memphis. 

J.  C.  Glason  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Cincinnati  divi- 
sion of  the  Norfolk  &  Western. 

J.  B.  Mendonhall  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  transportation  of  *' 
Deckerville  Osceola  &  Northern. 

J.  S.  Norris  has  been  appointed  gene 
manager  of  the   Baltimore  &  Lehigh. 
Headquarters  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

W.  C.  Whitmer  has  been  appoin 
trainmaster  of  the  Columbus-N 
division  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio- 
Henry  Fink  has  been  chosen  president 
of  the  Cincinnati  Portsmouth  ftvirginia 
a  part  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western. 
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J.  T.  Harris  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Calvert  Waco  &  Brazos 
Valley.   Headquarters  at  Martin,  Tex. 

H.  B.  Spencer  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  St.  Louis- Louisville 
lines.    Headquarters  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

R.  S.  Logan  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant to  the  general  manager  of  the  Grand 
Trunk.   Headquarters  at  Montreal,  Que. 

R.  E.  Wells  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  San  Pedro  Los  Angeles  & 
Salt  Lake.  Headquarters  at  Los  Angeles , 
Calif. 

R.  G.  Ward,  formerly  with  the  Southern 
Railway,  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
construction  of  the  Cuban  Railway  Com- 
pany. 

F.  J.  Doraey  has  been  appointed  acting 
trainmaster  of  the  Spokane  Falls  & 
Northern  Railway  System  at  Spokane, 
Wash. 

A.  W.  Sullivan  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant second  vice-president  of  the  Illi- 
nois Central,  vice  J.  F.  Wallace,  trans- 
ferred. 

Ralph  W.  Hickox  has  been  chosen  first 
vice-president  and  James  H.  Hoyt  second 
vice-president  of  the  Hocking  Valley 
Railway. 

W.  R.  Morrison  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  the  president  of  the  Chicago 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul.  Headquarters  at 
Chicago,  111. 

E.  E.  Scranton  has  been  appointed 
vice-president  and  superintendent  of  the 
Ohio  River  &  Lake  Erie.  Headquarters 
at  Alliance,  O. 

V.  E.  McBee  has  been  appointed  acting 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Seaboard  Air  Line.  Headquarters  at 
Portsmouth,  Va. 

John  T.  Keith  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Wyoming  division  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley.  Headquarters  at 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

E.  C.  Allen  has  been  transferred  as 
trainmaster  of  the  Erie  and  has  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  Meadville  division  east  and 
Franklin  branch. 

W.  A.  Witt  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Clifton  Forge  division  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  with  office  at 
Clifton  Forge,  Va. 

G.  H.  Olmstead  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Montana  division 
of  the  Oregon  Short  Line.  Headquarters 
at  Pocatello,  Idaho. 

C.  W.  Kouns  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant general  superintendent  of  the 
Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe.  Headquar- 
ters at  Topeka,  Kan. 


J.  A.  Droege  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Pennsylvania  &  New 
York  division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley.  Head- 
quarters at  Sayre,  Pa. 

George  J.  Gildroy  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Mahanoy  &  Hazel- 
ton  division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley.  Head- 
quarters at  Hazelton;  Pa. 

J.  D.  Coffey  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  middle  division  of  the 
Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe.  Head- 
quarters at  Newton,  Kas. 

G.  E.  Ayer  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  western  division  of-  the 
Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe.  Head- 
quarters at  La  Junta,  Colo. 

George  Wright  has.  been  appointed 
trainmaster  or  the  Piedmont  and  Wash- 
ington districts  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  at  Charlottesville,  Va. 

H.  F.  Coyle  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant general  superintendent  of  the  Ma- 
honing division  of  the  Erie  Railroad. 
Headquarters  at  Youngstown,  O. 

J.  G.  Hartigan  has  resigned  as  assist- 
ant general  superintendent  of  the  north- 
ern and  western  lines  of  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral, and  that  office  has  been  abolished. 

J.  R.  Dearth  has  been  appointed  pas- 
senger trainmaster  of  the  Meadville,  Cin- 
cinnati, Mahoning  and  Lima  and  Chicago 
divisions  of  the  Erie  and  Chicago  &. 
Erie. 

F.  C.  Fox  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  New  Mexico  and  Rio  Grande 
divisions  of  the  Atchison  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe.  Headquarters  at  Las  Vegas, 
N.  M. 

J.  E  Martin  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Hartford  divi- 
sion of  the  New  York  New  Haven  & 
Hartford.  Headquarters  at  Hartford, 
Conn. 

A.  S.  In  galls  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Cleveland  &  Indianapolis 
divisions  of  the  Cleveland  Cincinnati  Chi- 
cago &  St.  Louis.  Headquarters  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

H.  G.  Farrar,  trainmaster  of  the  Birm- 
ingham division  of  the  Southern  Railway, 
has  been  transferred  to  Columbus,  Miss., 
to  succeed  W.  J.  Francis  as  trainmaster 
at  that  place. 

R.  G.  Curtis  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Air  Line-North- 
ampton division  of  the  New  York  New 
New  Haven  &  Hartford.  Headquarters 
at  Westfield,  Mass. 

F.  A.  Bates  has  been  appointed  master 
of  trains  of  the  third  division  of  the  Plant 
System  of  railways,  with  headquarters 
at  Thorn  as  ville,  Ga.,  including  the 
Thomasville  terminal.  PaaaId 
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When  you  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name.  Division  number  and  address. 

We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  ball  invitations  issued  by  Divisions  22, 
95,  276  and  345. 

Brother  J.  P.  Russell  of  Division  271 
has  been  promoted  to  chief  clerk  to  the 
general  manager  on  the  A.  C.  L. 

Brother  S.  H.  Henry  of  Division  314  is 
shy  a  C.  &  P.  switch  key,  No.  557,  that  he 
desires  returned  to  him  at  Cleveland 
Shops,  Ohio. 

4 

Clifford  Tyler,  a  telegraph  operator,  will 
hear  something  to  his  advantage  by  com- 
municating with  F.  D.  Tucker,  trainmas- 
ter, C,  M.  &  St.  P.  R'y,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

A  number  of  letters  both  Ladies  and 
Fraternal  were  necessarily  held  over  on 
account  of  the  volume  of  matter  con- 
tained in  them.  They  will  appear  in  our 
March  number. 

Brodie  of.  Division  48, 
"Doc"  among  the  boys 
generally,  has  been  appointed  general 
yardmaster  of  the  Solvay  Process  Co.  of 
Delray,  Mich. 

Brother  J.  B.  Crosby,  of  Albion,  Pa.,  is 
very  desirous  of  securing  a  copy  of  The 
Conductor  under  date  of  January,  1898. 
Will  any  Brother  having  this  number  to 
spare  kindly  notify  Brother  Crosby. 

We  are  pleased  to  call  attention  to  the 
promotion  of  Brother  F.  J.  Dorsey  of  Di- 
vision 47  to  the  position  of  acting  train- 
master of  the  Spokane  Falls  &  Northern 
Railway  system,  at  Spokane,  Wash. 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  house 
of  representatives  prohibiting  the  opera- 
tion of  a  street  car  having  a  flat  wheel  or 
broken  flange.  A  penalty  of  $100  a  day  for 
each  car  so  operated  is  fixed  by  the  act. 


Brother  C.  A. 
better  known  as 


On  December  28th  the  spike  was  driven 
which  completed  the  Southern  Pacific 
company's  new  line  from  San  Francisco 
to  Los  Angeles  via  the  Coast  Line  and 
Santa  Barbara.  Through  train  service 
will  be  inaugurated  early  in  February. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  mention  the  promo- 
tion of  Brother  F.  A.  Bates  of  Division 
311  to  the  position  of  trainmaster  of  the 
third  division  of  the  Plant  System.  He 
will  also  have  jurisdiction  over  the 
Thomasville  terminal.  Headquarters  at 
Thomasville,  Ga. 

Several  Division  secretaries  have  kindly 
furnished  us  with  lists  and  addresses  of 
their  members.  Among  this  number  were 
very  complete  lists  from  91, 141  and  261  and 
we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the 
considerable  effort  necessary  to  so  com- 
plete a  compilation. 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  Mis- 
souri Legislature  requiring  all  railroad 
companies  or  persons  in  the  public  trans- 
portation business  to  furnish  separate 
cars  or  coaches  for  white  and  for  black 
persons.  Each  car  shall  be  divided  by  a 
partition  and  the  doors  marked,  specify- 
ing the  apartment  for  each. 


The  Westinghouse  Companies'  publish- 
ing department  have  issued  a  booklet 
which  is  a  reprint  of  a  paper  read  by  Mr. 
Francis  Hodgkinson before  the  Engineers 
Society  of  western  Pennsylvania.  It  is 
the  most  interesting  and  instructive  sub- 
ject pertaining  to  steam  engineering — The 
steam  turbine.  The  booklet  is  replete 
with  half-tone  engravings  and  contains  a 
practical  analysis  of  this  class  of  motive 
power. 

How  many  of  our  members  stop  to  think 
of  the  individual  influence  he  wields  as  a 
member  of  a  labor  organization  ?  Not 
long  since  our  attention  was  called  to  a 
self  acknowledgement  of  that  influence  by 
a  tradesman  who  asked  one  of  our 
Brothers  if  his  patronage  could  be  given 
to  our  Order  in  any  way  that  would  seem 
like  reciprocity  for  the  trade  he  was  get- 
ting from  the  conductors.    He  was  glad 


Digitized  by  VjOO^I 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


157 


(bare  tbe  opportunity  to  contribute  a 
>Uar  toward  a  subscription  to  The  Con- 
jctor.  When  our  influence  tends  to 
ring  subscribers  begging  to  our  door  it 
pretty  nearly  time  that  we  were  our- 
lives  taking  some  interest  in  securing 
■  fmits  that  hang  within  reach  and 
hich  at  the  same  time  has  I  he  tendency 
•  enlarge  our  acquaintance  with  the  out - 
de  world,  and  show  them  what  a  noble 
Stitution  we  really  are. 


been  connected  with  their  or  any  other 
reputable  detective  institution  since. 
The  cut  which  we  present  is  reproduced 
from  photo 319  of  the  collection  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Police  Department  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  The  same  describes  him  as 
age,  37;  height,  5  feet,  10  inches;  weight, 
175  pounds;  build,  medium  stout;  Eair 
dark  chestnut;  eyes,  brown;  complexion, 
dark;  occupation,  detective;  scars  on 
back  of  left  hand,  on  tip  of  right  index 


Tbe  above  is  a  portrait  of  one  W.  W. 
iosley,  alias  W.  M.  Ainslee,  who,  at  this 
Titing.  is  in  jail  in  Kansas  City,  charged 
ft  a  conductor  on  the  Kansas  City,  Ft. 
fcott  Si  Memphis  Railway  with  having 
Bvied  blackmail  upon  the  conductors  on 
kat  road  by  having  represented  himself 
Btbe  conductors  as  being  in  charge  of  a 
I  number  of  persons  who  were  engaged 
■  checking  the  conductors  on  that  line, 
odby  proposing  to  them  that  if  the  con- 
tactors would  pay  him  $10  each,  he  would 
lee  that  favorable  reports  were  made.  For 
Jte  purpose  of  getting  a  case  against  him, 
Ismail  amount  of  money  was  paid  to  him 
Jjone  of  tbe  conductors,  who  took  his  re- 
feipt  therefor.  He  was  then  arrested  and 
get  in  jail,  and  we  are  informed,  has  been 
Indicted  by  the  grand  jury.  It  is  stated 
that  Ansley  has  attempted  to  work  the 
fcme,  or  similar  system  of  blackmail  in 
Other  portions  of  the  country  during  the 
M£t  two  or  three  years,  having  reported 
himself  as  being  in  the  employ  of  different 
pective  agencies.  Furlong's  Secret 
Service  Co.  of  St.  Louis,  Mo  ,  state  that 
'his  man  was  in  their  service  as  a  guard 
of  property  on  the  Wabash  Railway  for  a 
»hort  time  during  the  1895  strike  but  that 
hewas  found  unreliable  and  was  dropped 
>m  their  service.  They  say  he  has  never 


finger  and  on  left  jaw. 

Since  the  above  was  written  Ansley  has 
been  sentenced  to  six  months  in  the 
county  jail. 

We  areconstantly  receiving  letters  from 
members  of  the  Order  who  claim  that 
they  have  not  received  their  Conductor 
from  one  to  three  years.  While  we  feel 
encouraged  that  they  have  mustered  up 
sufficient  interest  to  inquire  after  it,  the 
complaints  they  send  in,  when  investi- 
gated, ninety-nine  times  out  of  every 
hundred,  show  that  his  failure  to  receive 
The  Conductor  has  been  through  pure 
disinterestedness  on  the  member's  part  to 
notify  us  of  his  change  of  address.  In 
cases  of  this  nature  The  Conductor  con- 
tinues to  go  to  his  old  address  and  is 
destroyed  there  after  being  held  fifteen 
days.  We  do  not  redeem  second  class 
matter,  nor  will  it  be  returned  unless  we 
pav  postage.  We  wish  that  our  members 
will  make  use  of  the  blank  form  in  the 
rear  part  of  each  issue  of  Tick  Conductor 
when  thev  desire  change  of  destination  of 
same.  We  arc  making  every  effort  to 
have  Tuts  Conductor  reach  our  members 
if  they  will  but  take  sufficient  interest  to 
say  where  they  want  it  sent.  i 
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Divisions  194  and  252  have  very  kindly 
remembered  us  with  invitations  to  their 
ball  on  February  18  and  27  respectively. 
Auxiliary  16,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  also  extend 
invitation  to  their  masquerade  ball  on 
February  22. 

Gunton's  Magazine  for  February  con- 
tains "Trusts  and  Business  Liability," 
"Chinese  Civilization,"  "Strikes  and 
Lockouts  in  North  Carolina,"  Specula- 
tion: an  incident  in  National  Develop- 
ment," 4*Reviewof  the  month,"  Electri- 
cal Development"  and  a  number  of  other 
interesting  articles. 

We  are  indebted  to  several  Brothers  for 
some  very  interesting  views  which  will 
soon  be  reproduced  in  The  Conductor. 
Among  those  who  furnished  views  was 
Brother  P.  Monihen,  of  Division  114,  but 
now  in  Company  H.,  17th  Inf.,  Manila, 
P.  I;  The  pictures  he  sends  represents 
the  execution  of  two  criminals  by  hang- 
ing. 

Brother  G.  H.  Saunders.of  Division  394, 
while  visiting  in  Fort  Worth  recently,  had 
the  misforcune  to  have  his  watch,  pocket- 
book.  Division  card  No.  1745,  and  his  re- 
ceipt stolen  from  his  room  at  the  Metro- 
politan Hotel.  The  Brothers  will  kindly 
be  on  the  lookout  for  anyone  handling  the 
same,  and  secure  them  if  possible  and 
advise  this  office  promptly  of  their  suc- 
cess. 

A  letter  addressed  to  Brother  D.  M. 
Turney,  containing  Division  card  for  1901 
and  his  receipt  for  dues,  was  mailed  to 
his  address,  Cardenas,  Mex.,  by  the 
Secretary  of  Division  No.  53.  The  letter 
reached  its  destination,  but  was  stolen 
before  Brother  Turney  secured  it.  The 
Brothers  in  that  localitv  are  requested  to 
be  on  the  lookout,  and  if  the  thief  or  card 
can  be  located,  promptly  advise  this 
office. 

The  Forum  for  February  is  a  very  inter- 
esting number,  containing  the  following: 
Rehabilitation  of  the  Democratic  Party; 
Nationalization  of  the  State  Guards;  The 
Spellbinders;  Four  Legs  and  Two  Legs; 
Lessons  of  the  Election;  The  Anti-Scalp- 
ing  Bill;  The  Negro  and  Education;  Laws 
and  Usages  of  War  at  Sea:  Sheep  and  the 
Forest  Reserves;  The  Status  of  Porto  Ri- 
cans  in  our  Polity;  The  Monroe  Doctrine 
and  the  Hay-Pauncefote  Treaty;  Should 
Woman's  Education  Differ  From  Man's; 
American  Trade  Unions  and  Compulsory 
Arbitration;  The  Dark  in  Literature. 

The  following  Division  Cards  have  been 


lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  please  take 
up  and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 


CARD  NO. 


NAME. 


DIV.  NO. 


1666  D.  M.  Turney   53 

3665  L.  K.Avery  _  139 

3666  _.F.  S.  Morse  _  139 

3667  S.  H.  Tulley...  139 

3668  E.  Pledge  _  139 

3669  G.  R.  McDougall  139 

3670  J.  B.  Whittey  139 

3671  J.  Totsch   139 

3672  F.  A.  Malloy   139 

5937  C.  V.  Rainey.__  184 

5936  E.  A.  Eacutt  180 

1745  G.  H.  Saunders  390 

The  North  American  Review  table  of 
contents  for  February,  1901:  To  the  Per- 
son Sitting  in  Darkness ,  Mark  Twain; 
Musings  upon  Current  Topics,  Benjamin 
Harrison;  John  Marshall,  Statesman,  H. 
C.  Lodge;  What  England  Ought  to  Do,  A 
Continental  Observer;  American  Troops 
in  the  Light  of  the  Pekin  Expedition, 
Captain  W.  Crozier,  U.  S.  A.;  Legal  Safe- 
guards of  Sanity,  Allan  McLane  Hamilton, 
M.  D.;  Causes  oftbe  Conservatism  of  Eng- 
land, Augustine  Birrell;  Practical  Effic- 
iency of  the  Banking  Law,  J.  B.  Forgan; 
Plight  of  the  Democratic  Party,  Perry  Bel- 
mont; The  South  and  the  Negro,  Marion  L. 
Dawson;  "Substitutes  for  Ship  Subsid- 
ies:" A  Reply,  A.R.  Smith;  The  Great  Re- 
ligions of  the  World — VI.— Sikhism  and 
the  Sikhs,  Sir  Lepel  Griffin;  Mark  Twain: 
An  Inquiry,  W.  D.  Howells;  Victoria  and 
Her  Reign,  Lady  Jenne. 


The  laying  of  a  third  telegraph  cable 
between  the  Netherlands  and  England, 
from  Zandvoort  to  Lowestoft,  was  com- 
menced on  the  8th  of  October  last.  The 
cable  comprises  four  wires,  which  will 
extend  all  the  way  from  London  to  Rotter- 
dam and  Amsterdam.  Telegraphing  over 
these  wires  will  be  done  by  means  of  the 
Hughes  apparatuses,  and  at  busy  times 
with  duplex  Hughes  apparatuses.  The 
cost  of  construction  of  the  cable  will  be 
borne  by  both  countries.  The  cable, 
which  will  be  ready  for  use  in  a  few  days, 
will  arreatly  accelerate  the  telegraph  traffic 
between  the  Netherlands  and  England. 
The  new  connection  will  also  expedite  the 
receipt  of  American  cablegrams  via  Lon- 
don, as  one  of  the  wires  will  be  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  cables  of  the 
Anglo  American  Telegraph  Company  at 
London,  thus  making  cabling  to  the 
United  States  possible  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  London  office. 


The  figures  for  the  years  1899  and  1900 
show  that  the  biennial  period  just  closed 
was  a  prosperous  one  for  our  Order.  On 
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December  31,  1896,  the  Order  had  388  sub- 
ordinate Divisions,  containing  21,950  mem- 
bers. On  December  31,  1900.  it  had  407 
subordinate  Divisions,  containing  24,644 
members. 

On  December  31, 1896,  the  Mutual  Bene- 
fit Department  of  the  Order  had  17,403 
members,  carrying  insurance  aggregating 
$34,817,000.  On  December  31,  1900,  this 
Department  had  20,415  members,  carrying 
insurance  amounting  to  $39,881,000. 

During  the  years  1899  and  1900  the  Bene- 
fit Department  paid  insurance  claims  as 
follows: 

181  claims  of  $1000.00  each  $181,000.00 

121  claims  of  !  2000,00  each   242,000.00 

176  claims  of  :  3000.00  each   528,000.00 

16  claims  of  !  4000.00  each   64,000.00 

2  claims  of  5000.00  each   10,000.00 

Total  $1,025,000.00 

A  bill  is  pending  in  the  Missouri  Legis- 
lature to  reduce .  the  rate  of  passenger 
fares  on  all  railroads  within  that  state, 
from  3  cents  to  2  cents  per  mile.  This 
means  several  things:  It  means  to  the 
railways  a  difference  of  one-third  the 
earnings  of  their  local  passenger  busi- 
ness and  a  corresponding  reduction  in 
in  train  service  which  must  necessarily 
lessen  the  facilities  of  traveling  for  the 


public.  It  means  a  reduction  in  force  if 
not  in  wages  of  the  employes  who  are 
now  working  for  an  amount  that  barely/ 
enables  them  to  secure  educational  ad- 
vantages for  their  children  and  clothe 
them.  In  any  event  such  a  law  can  work 
but  a  hardship  upon  all  connected  with 
railway  service,  and  we  trust  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  state  will  fully  appreciate  the 
far-reaching  effect  of  such  a  measure. 
No  law  is  fair  or  just  which  takes  away 
from  the  producer  the  right  to  establish  a 
price  for  his  goods  and  makes  him  operate 
at  a  loss  to  himself  or  which  has  the  effect 
of  working  a  hardship  upon  his  employes. 
It  is  vicious  in  nature  and  its  purpose  is 
to  secure  for  a  few  persons  who  travel  a 
cheaper  rate,  while  assuming  to  benefit 
the  majority  whose  yearly  travel  will  not 
exeeed  10  miles  per  capita.  Apply  the 
proposition  to  any  other  industry  except 
railroad  business  and  how  quickly  the  in- 
justice of  such  a  measure  would  be  pro- 
claimed !  Railroads  seem  to  be  the  com- 
mon target  for  all  adverse  legislation  and 
any  act  contemplating  an  advantage  over 
this  industry  that  has  done  more  toward 
pioneering  civilization  than  all  other  forces 
combined,  seems  to  behailed  with  delight 
by  some  who  would  not  hesitate  at  any 
sacrifice  to  gratify  selfish  motives.  An 
old  moral  seems  quite  applicable  here— 
"it  makes  a  difference  whose  ox  is  gored." 


Ml  S3  Ml 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  is  not  correct,  detach  this 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us: 


Chang*  Ordered  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 

CHANGE  OF  AD0RE88. 

Name  ,  -  -  Division  No. 

Box  or  Street  and  No  


Postoffi.ce  State  

OLD  ADDRE88 

Postofflce  State  

Sore  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 


Amaya— Brother  H.  W.  Amaya.  Division  115.  San  Francisco.  Calif. 
AvRRY-Brother  J.  T.  Avery.  Division  260.  Forrest.  EtL 

Brbnnon— Brother  M.  B.  Brennon,  Division  190.  Grafton.  W.  Va. 
Burdick— Father  of  Brother  C.  H.  Burdick.  Division  97.  Roodbouse.  111. 

CLASK-Brother  W.  H.  Clark.  Division  48.  Detroit.  Mich. 
Collins— Brother  O.  A.  Collins.  Division  382.  Pittsburg.  Kans. 
Connors— Wife  of  Brother  W.  B.  Connors.  Division  201.  McKees  Rocks.  Pa. 
Crawford- Brother  W.  N.  Crawford.  Division  41.  Bine  Island.  111. 
CROWLEY— Son  of  Brother  J.  A.  Crowley.  Division  105.  Meridian,  Miss. 

Davis— Brother  Leander  Davis.  Division  154,  Bingham  ton,  N.  Y, 
Dipfbndbrfbr— Brother  John  Diffenderfer.  Division  143.  Harrisburg.  Pa. 
Donahue— Brother  Peter  Donabne.  Division  145.  Conneaut.  Ohio. 
Donnelly— Brother  H.  S.  Donnelly.  Division  313,  Tneson.  Ariz, 
Doty— Son  of  Brother  Thos.  Doty.  Division  79.  Peoria.  111. 

Gage— Brother  S.  P.  Gage.  Division  373.  Green  Bay.  Wis. 
Garrett— Brother  W.  C.  Garrett.  Division  287.  San  Marcial.  N.  M. 
Gieslin— Brother  W.  F.  Gieslin.  Division  123.  Macon.  Ga. 

Kane— Brother  John  Kane.  Division  33.  Clinton.  Iowa. 
Kbnnipp— Brother  Frank  Kennipp.  Division  216.  Bennett.  Iowa. 

Leonard— Wife  of  Brother  S.  A.  Leonard.  Division  276,  West  Superior.  Wis. 
Lynch— Brother  H.  C.  Lynch.  Division  191.  Glendive,  Mont. 
Liscum— Wife  of  Brother  Charles  Liscum.  Division  197.  Staples.  Minn. 

McCormick— Brother  D.  McCormick.  Division  226.  Galeton.  Pa. 
McDermoTT— Brother  W.  H.  McDermott.  Division  225.  Hornellsvilte,  N.  Y. 
McG be— Brother  H.  L.  McGee.  Division  105.  Meridian.  Miss. 
McGibonby— Brother  C.  F.  McGiboney,  Division  186,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

O'Brien— Brother  W.  H.  O'Brien.  Division  162.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Or  rill— Brother  H.  W,  Orrill.  Division  1.  Chicago.  111. 

Parsons— Wife  of  Brother  Eli  Parsons.  Division  55.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Quick— Wife  of  Brother  Edw.  Quick.  Division  120.  Huntington.  Ind. 

Reilley— Son  of  Brother  Jos.  Reilley,  Division  169,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Shbpard—  Wife  of  Brother  John  Shepard.  Division  54.  New  York  City. 
Starkey— Brother  William  Starke  v.  Division  103,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Swartz— Brother  C.  B.  Swartz.  Division  53.  Denison,  Texas. 

Tracy— Brother  J.  F.  Tracy.  Division  109.  Galion.  Ohio. 

T russell— Brother  C.  E.  Trassell.  Division  358,  Thayer,  Mo. 

White— Brother  J.  White.  Division  162.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Wilcox— Brother  P.  S.  Wilcox.  Division  225.  Hornellsville.  N.  Y. 
WaiGHT-Motherof  Brother  Isaac  Wright.  Division  89,  Louisville.  Ky. 
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THE  WIZARD  OP  WALL  STREET, 

BY  ROBERT  BARR. 


"I  am  a  citizen  of  no  mean  city,"  said 
St.  Paul,  and  the  spirit  of  this  phrase  has 
run  down  through  the  ages.  It  is  re- 
markable that  a  man  should  take  import- 
ance unto  himself  in  as  much  as  he  hails 
from  a  big  town,  but  such  is  almost  uni- 
versally the  case.  The  dweller  in  a  city 
numbering  a  million  inhabitants  looks 
with  a  certain  contempt  upon  the  man 
who  comes  from  a  town  of  five  hundred 
thousand. 

In  the  world  of  stock  speculation,  stern 
fact  gives  some  basis  to  this  theory.  The 
'cute  man  of  the  village,  who  has  over- 
reached all  his  neighbors,  and  conse- 
quently has  acquired  some  conceit  of 
himself,  goes  to  the  county  town  and  is 
looted.  The  sharp  individual  of  the 
county  town  betakes  himself  to  the  chief 
city  of  his  state,  and  ultimately  returns 
penniless.  The  chief  dealer  in  the  city 
marches  triumphantly  on  Chicago,  and  if 
he  does  not  beat  a  retreat  it  is  because 
he  has  no  money  left  to  pay  his  fare 
home.  The  boss  of  the  Chicago  Stock 
Exchange  takes  the  Limited  to  New 
York,  and  Wall  Street  shears  him  to  the 
skin. 

The  Wall  Street  man,  on  reading  the 
above,  will  say  at  once,  "You  forget  the  . 
career  of  Jim  Blades."  As  a  matter  of 
fact  I  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  is  the 
exception  that  proves  the  rule,  and  it  is 
an  incident  in  his  life  that  I  now  set  out 
to  tell.  Jim  had  sacked  his  village, 
sacked  the  country  town,  sacked  the 
biggest  city  in  his  state,  and  then  had 
turned  to  Chicago  and  had  gathered  in 


the  frugal  savings  of  that  celebrated 
hamlet.-  By  this  time  Jim  had  achieved 
a  national  reputation.  He  was  well  worth 
the  plucking;  and  when  the  papers  an- 
nounced that  Jim  thought  the  Chicago 
field  of  operations  all  very  well  for  an 
ordinary  man,  but  too  restricted  for  a 
person  of  his  acquirements  and  genius, 
therefore  he  would  make  New  York  his 
future  residence,  Wall  Street  rubbed  its 
hands  together,  smacked  its  lips  and 
chuckled.  Jim  was  following  a  well- 
trodden  footpath,  and  the  average  suc- 
cessful Chicago  speculator,  '*wi'  a  guid 
conceit  o'  himsel',"  had  done  much  in 
days  gone  by  to  enrich  the  eastern  me- 
tropolis. 

I  have  no  desire  to  harrow  the  tender 
feelings  of  Wall  Street,  and  so  will  not 
dwell  on  Jim's  experiences  on  that  nar- 
row thoroughfare.  He  gave  them  a  few 
lessons  on  what  might  be  done  with  rail- 
ways; he  flung  abroad  a  little  instruction 
on  shares  and  stocks  in  general,  and  the 
mysteries  of  their  going  up  and  down. 
Then  he  topped  everything  with  his 
justly  celebrated  wheat  corner,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  people  thought  he  was  inter- 
ested in  the  Wabash  Railway,  and  not 
only  New  York,  but  all  America,  and 
even  remote  districts  of  Europe,  were 
induced  to  pour  contributions  in  cash  or 
kind  into  the  insatiable  pockets  of  Mr. 
James  Blades. 

After  that,  New  York  spoke  of  him  with 
bated  breath  and  deep  respect.  His 
keen,  inscrutable  hatchet  face  carried 
terror  among  the  operators  on  'Change, 
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and  they  exhibited  a  superstitious  nerv- 
ous desire  to  know  on  which  side  of  a 
deal  Jim  was,  before  they  wonld  touch 
the  most  innocent  of  stocks.  "Walk 
wide  of  the  Wizzard  of  Wall  Street"  was 
their  motto. 

Jimmy  did  not  say  much;  he  was  not  a 
talkative  man;  but  he  intimated  to  a  few 
friends  that  he  was  pleased  with  New 
York.  It  was  a  nice  place,  where  an 
honest  countryman  who  always  spoke  the 
truth  and  rose  early  might  pick  up  a  few 
things  now  and  then  on  "The  Street.* * 
If  Blades  paused  for  a  few  moments 
before  the  town  office  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W. 
on  Broadway,  its  stock  instantly  went  up 
a  few  points,  and  one  of  the  papers  ad- 
vised the  United  States  government  to 
put  double  padlocks  on  the  sub-treasury 
building  in  Wall  Street  while  Jim  was  in 
town. 

The  great  speculator  was  at  the  zenith 
of.  his  career  when  he  came  into  collision 
with  Peter  McKim,  a  humble  railway  con- 
ductor. Nearly  all  of  those  who  relate 
this  incident  have  got  it  wrong,  and  none 
of  them  know  the  real  inside  of  the 
matter,  which  is  here  made  public  for  the 
first  time.  Some  say  that  McKim  did  not 
know  it  was  Jim  Blades  he  was  dealing 
with,  and  others  that  he  was  unaware  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fuss,  but  that  when 
this  knowledge  came  to  him,  he  had  gone 
too  far  to  retreat.  Both  are  wrong. 
Blades  had  traveled  to  town  on  that  train 
for  months,  and  McKim  was  accustomed 
to  greet  him  by  name  every  morning  until 
after  the  row. 

A  railway  conductor  must  be  the  most 
urbane  of  men.  Under  his  care,  sooner 
or  later,  he  passes  every  kind  of  crank  in 
the  world,  and  goodness  knows  the 
woods  are  full  of  them.  There  is  the 
man  who  won't  show  his  ticket;  the 
woman  who  expects  the  conductor  to 
know  every  farm  house  he  passes;  the 
man  who  won't  pay  his  fare  or  get  off; 
the  woman  who  wants  to  go  to  some  town 
not  on  that  line  or  any  connecting  line; 
the  man  who  desires  to  occupy  four  seats 
when  he  is  entitled  only  to  one;  the  woman 
who  has  mislaid  her  purse,  thinks  it 
stolen,  and  wants  the  rest  of  the  passen- 
gers searched;  the  man  who  insists  on 
having  the  window  open  because  the  car 
is  too  hot;  the  woman  who  insists  on 


having  it  closed  because  the  cinders  are 
blinding  her.  He  must  not  have  a  com- 
motion on  his  train  or  the  women  will 
scream;  he  must  patiently  accept  blame 
for  the  company's  shortcomings,  with 
which  he  has  no  more  to  do  than  you 
have;  he  must  collect  your  fare  if  yott 
have  no  ticket;  and  he  is  loth  to  put  you 
off  if  you  refuse,  for  you  may  bring  suit 
against  the  road  and  win  it,  whereupon 
the  company  dismisses  him  for  lack  of 
tact.  Above  all  things,  however  worried 
he  may  be,  he  must  keep  his  temper, 
although  the  passenger  is  quite  at  liberty 
to  lose  his.  He  must  be  ever  pleasant 
and  courteous,  and  he  is;  but  even  a  con- 
ductor in  a  land  of  liberty  has  his  rights, 
while  his  patience,  like  some  of  the 
trains,  is  limited. 

Peter  McKim  took  up  tickets  on  what 
was  known  as  the  Wall  Street  Express  of 
theLackdale  and  New  York  Railroad— not 
that  the  train  ever  reached  Wall  street, 
or  even  the  metropolis,  for  its  terminus 
was  in  Brooklyn,  and  the  passengers  had 
to  achieve  New  York  by  bridge  or  ferry, 
as  best  suited  them.  The  train  left  Lack- 
dale  at  9:10,  and  carried  the  stock-broking 
contingent  to  the  city;  hence  its  name. 
Scoffers  called  the  patrons  of  this  train 
"The  Bunco  Brigade,"  but  this  way  was 
very  wrong,  for  some  of  the  brigade  were 
exceedingly  wealthy.  It  is  unwise  to 
nick-name  the  opulent;  we  may  be  rich 
ourselves  some  day. 

Jim  Blades  was  a  constant  traveler  by 
the  Wall  Street  Express.  His  country 
residence  was  at  Lackdale,  and  he  was  a 
"commuter,"  that  is  to  say,  he  carried  a 
commutation  ticket,  into  one  square  of 
which  the  conductor  punched  a  round 
hold  every  trip,  until  the  piece  of  paste- 
board was  exhausted;  then  Jim  had  to 
buy  another.  The  commutation  ticket 
was  not  only  a  labor  saving  device,  doing 
away  with  the  necessity  of  frequent  calls 
at  the  ticket  office,  but  it  also  made  travel 
very  much  cheaper,  and  this  was  an  im- 
portant point  with  Jim,  who,  being  a 
millionaire  over  and  over  again,  naturally 
had  a  "close-fisted  eye,"  as  his  gardener 
used  to  say. 

One  morning  Peter  McKim  came  through 
the  smoker  with  his  usual  remark, 
"Tickets,  gentlemen,  please."  Mr.  Blades 
was  busily  talking  with  an  acquaintance, 
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and  as  he  talked  he  ran  forefinger  and 
rhomb  absent-mindedly  into  the  ticket 
compartment  of  his  coat,  then  into  his 
vest  pocket,  next  searched  his  trousers, 
and  finally  said  to  the  waiting  conductor: 

"I've  forgotten  my  ticket.  I'll  give  it 
to  you  tomorrow." 

Blades  went  on  with  his  conversation. 
The  conductor  stood  at  his  elbow  for  a 
moment,  then  remarked  quietly: 

"Perhaps  it  is  in  your  pocketbook,  Mr. 
Blades." 


elected  president  of  it."  While  another 
remarked,  '  No  use,  Jim.  The  conduc- 
tor's been  nipped  in  Wall  street  before. 
Pay  up,"  all  of  which,  though  good 
humored,  seemed  to  incense  Mr.  Blades 
still  more. 

"I  mean  by  this  train,"  explained  Mc- 
Kim,  "that  I  don't  do  that  sort  of  thing. 
Other  conductors  may,  but  that's  nothing 
to  me.  I  have  to  obey  the  company's 
orders,  and  I  either  punch  a  ticket  or  col- 
lect a  fare." 


Entrance  to  Tosho-gu.  Uyeno  Park.  Japan. 


"No,  I  never  keep  it  there.  You  can 
punch  two  holes  in  it  tomorrow." 

"I'm  sorry,  sir,  but  that's  against  the 
rules.  I  must  have  your  ticket  or  charge 
you  full  fare." 

"Nonsense!"  cried  the  speculator,  an- 
noyed at  the  man's  persistence,  "I'm  not 
the  first  person  who's  forgotten  his  ticket. 
It's  quite  usual  to  punch  two  holes  the 
next  day." 

"Not  on  this  train,  sir." 

"This  train?  What's  the  matter  with 
this  train?  Ain't  we  as  honest  as  on  any 
other  train?" 

There  was  a  laugh  and  some  one  said, 
"The  Bunch  Brigade!     I  move  Jim  be 


"Oh,  you  do,  do  you!  What  does  your 
company  amount  to,  anyway?  Stock 
down  to  13#|,"  said  Jim,  with  the  con- 
tempt of  a  man  who  dealt  with  large  and 
prosperous  railways.  And  now  came  the 
time  for  the  conductor  to  lose  his  temper, 
which,  of  course,  was  inexcusable. 

"It  won't  make  the  stock  go  up,  if  pas- 
sengers succeed  in  beating  their  way 
over  the  line.  I  want  your  ticket  or  a 
dollar." 

James  Blades  became  white  around  the 
lips.  To  be  flouted  thus  by  one  of  the 
most  insignificant  servants  of  one  of  the 
poorest  lines  in  the  United  States  was  un- 
bearable to  him— a  man  to  whom  the  rail- 
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ways  and  constellations  of  railways  were 
merely  counters  in  the  game  he  habitu- 
ally played.  He  rose  from  his  seat,  and 
stood  in  the  passage,  confronting  the  in- 
trepid conductor.  There  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  hilarity  in  the  car  at  the  beginning 
of  the  controversy,  but  now  silence  fell, 
and  interest  became  intense.  None  there 
had  ever  seen  Jim  Blades  angry  before, 
and  all  wondered  which  of  the  two  would 
give  way.  The  conductor  was  technically 
in  the  right  but  tactically  in  the  wrong. 
Every  man  present  knew  that  the  com- 
pany would  not  sustain  him  for  thus  bait- 
ing so  great  a  man  as  Blades  over  the  in- 
significant sum  of  a  dollar,  and  they  felt 
sorry  for  the  conductor,  even  while  they 
bad  a  certain  sympathy  for  the  passenger. 

"Do  you  mean  to  say  that  I  have  tried 
to  beat  the  road?" 

"I  say  I  want  your  ticket  or  a  dollar." 

"Do  you  say  I  tried  to  beat  the  road?" 

"I  am  not  here  to  answer  your  conun- 
drums. My  business  is  to  collect  fares. 
I'll  trouble  you  for  a  dollar." 

"Well,  you  won't  get  it.  And  look  here, 
Mr.  Man,  you'll  be  off  the  road  and  look- 
ing for  another  job  before  this  time  to- 
morrow." 

"That's  all  right.  I  may  be  off  the  road 
tomorrow,  but  you'll  be  off  this  train  in 
less  than  ten  minutes  if  you  don't  fork 
out  a  dollar,  and  that  mighty  sudden, 
too." 

"Who'll  put  me  off?" 

"I  will." 

"Just  you  try  it." 

"Do  you  refuse  to  pay?" 

"Yes,  I  do." 

The  conductor  raised  his  right  hand  to 
the  communication  cord  suspended  above 
the  center  of  the  aisle  and  gave  it  a  short, 
sudden  jerk.  The  silence  was  so  pro- 
found that  every  man  in  the  car  heard  the 
scizz  of  the  automatic  air  signal,  which 
told  the  driver  to  stop  the  train.  Next 
instant  there  echoed  through  the  train 
the  brief  toot  of  the  whistle  by  which  the 
engineer  answered  the  signal,  then  the 
grind  of  the  air  brake.  As  the  train 
slowed,  Peter  McKim  crooked  his  finger 
toward  a  sullen  brakeman  who  stood  by 
the  door  at  thefarther  end  of  the  car,  and 
the  man  came  forward  beside  his  chief. 
By  a  quick  movement  the  men  acted  sim- 
ultaneously, and  grabbed  Mr.  Blades  by 


wrist  and.  shoulder,  not  only  holding  him 
helpless,  but  dragging  him,  in  spite  of 
resistance,  toward  the  door.  Although 
Jim's  mind  was  a  match  for  all  New 
York,  his  physical  qualities  would  not 
have  met  the  approval  of  Mr.  Muldoon. 

At  this  juncture  the  man  with  whom 
Jim  had  been  talking  arose  and  inter- 
fered. 

"Hold  on,  conductor,  you  are  going  too 
far.  You  surely  do  not  intend  to  put*  Mr. 
Blades  off  in  the  middle  of  a  swamp?" 

"I'm  going  to  do  that  very  thing,"  said 
McKim  grimly. 

"No,  you  are  not.  Carry  him  to  Brook- 
lyn, and  make  your  complaint  there  if  you 
want  to." 

"I  favor  or  disfavor  no  man  on  this 
train.  If  a  man  acts  like  a  gentleman, 
he'll  be  treated  like  a  gentleman;  if  he 
acts  like  a  tramp,  he'll  be  treated  like  a 
tramp." 

There  was  a  democratic  flavor  about 
this  statement  that  appealed  to  the  major- 
ity. Besides,  they  resented  the  outside 
interference  which  threatened  to  spoil  a 
first  class  row. 

"Oh,  pshaw,"  said  the  peacemaker, 
"what's  the  use  of  making  such  a  fuss 
over  a  dollar.  Truth  is,  you  are  both  in 
the  wrong.  Conductor,  here's  your 
money.  Hands  off,  Mr.  Blades,  if  you 
please." 

As  the  man  pulled  out  a  silver  dollar 
and  tendered  it  to  the  conductor,  there 
was  a  low  growl  of  disapproval  through- 
out the  smoking  car.  No  ladies  were  pres- 
ent, and  the  occupants  were  loath  to  miss 
the  climax  of  a  sensation;  curiously  enough 
the  angriest  man  at  the  intrusion  was  Jim 
Blades  himself.  He  turned  like  a  roaring 
lion  on  the  intruder. 

"Will  you  keep  your  cursed  money  in 
your  pocket?"  he  cried. 

"Can't  do  it,  Jim,  when  you're  in  the 
neighborhood,"  replied  the  man  good- 
naturedly,  at  which  there  was  a  laugh. 

"  'Tain't  the  first  dollar  you've  looted 
out  of  me,  and  I  speak  for  the  crowd. 
Come,  come,  Jim,  sit  down,  You're  too 
good  a  business  man  to  expect  this  train- 
load  to  lose  ten  thousand  dollars'  worth 
of  time  over  a  dispute  about  a  hundred 
cents." 

Perhaps  Blades  saw  the  absurdity  of 
his  position,  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  he 
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dropped  into  the  nearest  seat,  drew  his 
slouch  hat  over  his  frowning  brow  and 
said  no  more.  The  conductor,  as  soon  as 
he  received  the  money,  jerked  the  rope 
twice,  the  engine  gave  two  answering 
whistles,  and  the  train  sped  on  to  its  des- 
tination. 

When  Jim  Blades  left  the  terminus  he 
did  not  go  to  his  place  of  business,  but 
betoOk  himself  instead  to  the  general 
offices  of  the  Lakedale  and  New  York 
Railroad  Company,  and  went  in  upon  the 
general  passenger  agent.  Now,  a  general 
passenger  agent  is  a  suave  and  diplo- 


Kiomachi.  Yoshiwara— Japan. 


G.  P.  A.  will  not  speak  to  you  soothingly 
about  it,  and  promise  all  sorts  of  amend- 
ments. 

"I  have  been  grossly  insulted  on  your 
road  this  morning,"  began  Blades,  "by  a 
conductor  named  McKim." 

"I  am  very  sorry  indeed  to  hear  it,"  re- 
plied the  passenger  agent  mildly. 

"Are  you?  Well,  you  can  express 
your  sorrow  by  bouncing  this  conduc- 
tor." 

"What  did  he  do?" 

"Do?  What  didn't  he  do?  I  left  my 
commutation  ticket  at  home  this  morning. 


matic  individual.  He  meets  the  news- 
paper men  and  gives  them  interesting 
items  about  his  road,  and  it  is  his  duty  to 
persuade  the  public  that  his  particular 
line  is  the  best  equipped,  fastest  and 
most  comfortable  in  the  world.  He  gets 
out  attractive  pamphlets  with  maps  show- 
ing that  his  road  goes  in  a  direct  bee- line 
from  important  point  to  important  point, 
whereas  in  reality  it  may  wander  all  over 
the  land,  and  he  will  give  you  as  many  of 
these  pamphlets  as  you  want  for  nothing. 
Your  case  must  be  bad,  indeed,  if  the 


He  demanded  full  fare,  which  I  refused, 
telling  him  he  might  punch  two  holes  in 
my  ticket  tomorrow— quite  the  usual 
thing,  I've  seen  it  done  a  dozen  times— 
but  he  wouldn't  have  that,  and  actually 
laid  hands  on  me.  Came  within  an  ace  of 
throwing  me  off  the  train." 

"Oh,  well,  we'll  return  the  dollar,  and 
I'll  apologize  on  behalf  of  the  company. 
How  will  that  suit  you,  Mr.  Blades?" 

"It  won't  suit  me  at  all.  I  don't  care  a 
hang  about  the  dollar,  and  apologies  are 
cheap.   I  want  the  man  fired." 
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"Rather  rough  on  McKim,  you  know. 
He  was  merely  following  instructions. 
Whatever  blame  there  is  rests  with  the 
company  that  issued  the  rules.  You  know 
enough  about  railroading,  Mr.  Blades,  to 
be  aware  that  a  servant  who  obeys  orders 
is  not  censurable." 

•  "  Regulations  —  rules  —  orders  !  Look 
here,  I've  had  enough  of  that  kind  of  talk. 
•Say,  are  you  going  to  discharge  that  man 
or  are  you  not?" 

*'  "I  really  don't  see  how  I  can." 

"Don't  you?  Where's  the  president?" 

"Front  room— end  of  passage.  I  regret 
very  much  that— — " 

But  Blades  had  gone,  and  had  banged 
the  door  behind  him. 

The  president  of  even  a  minor  railway 
is  a  great  man.  He  is  usually  under  the 
impression  that  he  runs  the  universe, 
although  it  may  be  only  a  single-track 
line  that  he  operates.  Therefore  you 
must  approach  him  with  a  certain  amount 
of  deference  if  you  expect  to  carry  your 
point  with  him.  If  you  brush  aside  that 
underling  who  offers  to  take  in  your  card, 
and  if  you  stride  into  the  president's  room 
with  a  slouch  hat  on  the  back  of  your 
head,  and  more  especially  if  you  advance 
angrily  to  his  great  desk  and  pound  your 
fist  on  it,  thundering  forth  orders,  why, 
the  man  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
you  think  you  run  the  universe,  whereas 
he  knows  that  he  is  doing  it;  hence  there 
will  be  trouble,  and  you  will  be  shown  to 
the  door.  The  president  of  a  railway  does 
not  need  to  be  polite,  except  to  his  equals, 
and  he  knows  he  hasn't  any.  The  pas- 
senger agent  is  paid  to  attend  to  that  de- 
partment. 

The  interview  between  Jim  and  the 
president  was  brief,  abrupt  and  conclu- 
sive. The  former  went  direct  to  the  office 
of  his  chief  broker.  He  was  now  so  angry 
that  all  appearance  of  anger  had  departed 
from  him,  and  his  broker  thought  him  as 
calm  as  he  usually  was. 

"Mr.  Thurlow,"  said  the  speculator,  "I 
want  you  to  buy  for  me  the  Lackdale  & 
New  York  Railroad." 

"All  the  stock,  sir?"  asked  the  broker. 

"I  merely  want  a  working  majority.  I 
intend  to  reorganize  the  staff  from  presi- 
dent to  conductors,  so  get  me  enough 
stock  to  give  me  legal  control.  It  stands 
at  13#  I  think." 


"It  has  gone  down  a  point  since  yester- 
day's quotations.  You  want  this  done 
quietly,  of  course." 

"Quietly  until  you  have  got  all  the  stock 
you  want;  after  that  I  don't  care  who 
knows  I  own  the  road.  In  fact,  as  soon  as 
I  possess  it,  you  may  as  well  give  the  deal 
away  to  the  papers,  but  be  sure  you  have 
your  quantity  first." 

Before  the  close  of  the  week  Jim  Blades 
was  practically  master  of  the  L.  &  N.  Y. 
R.  R.  The  buying  of  such  a  block  of 
stock  in  such  a  short  time  raised  the  price 
until  it  reached  17#.  The  next  morning 
the  papers  had  various  items  about  the 
matter,  and  from  these  items  the  follow- 
ing is  reprinted,  as  giving  the  gist  of  the 
intelligence: 

"The  majority  of  the  stock  of  the  L.  & 
N.  Y.  R.  R.  has  been  acquired  by  Mr. 
James  Blades.  The  purchase  was  carried 
through  so  quietly  and  expeditiously  that 
the  rise  was  comparatively  small,  as  will 
be  seen  by  consulting  our  financial  col- 
umn. A  reporter  saw  Mr.  Blades  yester- 
day afternoon,  but  that  gentleman  de- 
clined to  be  interviewed  on  the  matter. 
His  brokers,  Messrs.  Thurlow  &  Sneed, 
were  scarcely  less  reticent,  but  they  ad- 
mitted that  the  road  had  been  bought  by 
Mr.  Blades.  Those  in  the  know  say  that 
the  Plainville  extension  will  now  be  carried 
forward,  and  this  will  give  the  road  the 
connections  it  has  long  needed.  A  com- 
plete reorganization  of  the  staff  will  be 
one  of  the  first  results  of  the  new  owner- 
ship." 

The  effects  of  these  announcements 
were  amazing,  and  went  to  show  how  easy 
it  is  for  a  man  who  has  much  money  tfi 
make  more.  The  stock  went  up  by  leaps 
and  bounds  to  60.  Technically  Blades 
could  not  have  removed  the  president  and 
the  passenger  agent  until  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  stockholders;  but,  as  one  of 
Jim's  friends  said,  these  gentlemen  "knew 
when  they  were  up  against  it,"  and  they 
sent  in  their  resignations.  Promptly  an 
order  went  down  the  line  for  the  discharge 
of  Conductor  McKim,  and  then  Jim's 
brokers  quietly  unloaded  the  stock  on  a 
discriminating  public,  who  now  regret 
that  they  made  the  investment. 

Did  Mr.  Blades'  conscience  trouble  him 
that  he  had  deprived  three  men  of  their 
employment? 
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Jim  expected  that  the  conductor  would 
come  to  him  and  beg  forgiveness  and  a 
new  position.  Sure  enough,  a  few  weeks 
later  Peter  McKim  sent  in  his  card  to  the 
great  magnate  at  his  Wall  Street  office. 

"Show  him  in,"  said  Mr.  Blades. 

Peter  McKim  came  in,  rather  well  dressed 
for  a  man  out  of  employment,  but  Jim 
paid  such  little  attention  to  his  own  clothes 
that  he  never  noticed  those  of  any  one  else. 

"How  are  you,  Mr.  McKim?  Have  you 
found  another  job  yet?" 

I  i  ;  


Matluchiyama.  Asakusa.  Japan. 


"Oh,  no,  it  isn't.  You  merely  thinkit  is. 
Everybody  calls  you  Jim.  But  we  won't 
quarrel  about  names.  I'm  a  college  man 
myself,  although  you  might  not  think  so, 
and  the  most  money  I  ever  had  was  forty 
dollars  a  month.  I  had  to  be  deferential 
to  every  one  " 

"Oh,  you're  a  mighty  deferential  man!" 

"I  had  to  be,  I  said,  or  I  would  lose  my 
place.  When  I  was  put  on  the  Wall  Street 
Express— the  passenger  agent  is  an  old 
college  chum  of  mine  who  had  got  on 


"No,  sir,  I  haven't." 

"Well,  I  allowed  you  to  come  in  here 
just  to  have  the  pleasure  of  telling  you 
that  I  never  accept  an  apology,  and  that 
when  I  hit  a  man  I  hit  him  hard.  So  you 
see  it's  no  use  appealing  to  me." 

"Quite  so,  Mr.  Blades.  I  just  dropped 
in  to  tell  you  that,  in  spite  of  appearances 
to  the  contrary,  I  was  not  the  least  angry 
with  you  that  day  on  the  train." 

"Angry  with  me?  Well,  I'll  be  . 

For  straight  cheek  that  beats  me." 

"Yes,  and  you're  not  easy  to  beat,  Jim." 

"Look  here,  my  man,  I'm  not  going  to 
have  any  more  of  your  impudence.  My 
name  is  Mr.  Blades." 


better  in  the  Iworld  than  I  did,  and  he 
gave  me  the  position— I  took  tickets  from 
the  Bunco  Brigade,  men  worth  all  the  way 
from  five  hundred  thousand  to  ten  millions 
and  more  when  you  came  along.  Now  I 
studied  .these  men,  listened  to  them  talk- 
ing, and  kept  asking  myself,  'How  do 
such  people  make  so  much  money,  when 
I'm  plugging  along  here  for  forty  dollars 
a  month?'  When  you  came  Ihe  problem 
presented  still  greater  difficulties.  Here 
was  one  of  the  richest  men  in  America, 
all  of  whose  money  had  been  made  in  the 
last  few  years,  yet  he  was  a  person  of  no 
education,  with  manners  of  a  dock-wol- 
loper,  the  hayseed  of  a  western  farm 
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hardly  yet  out  of  his  unkempt  hair." 

"Now  you  go  on  like  that  for  a  minute 
more,  and  I'll  have  you  thrown  out  of 
here." 

"Yet  there*was  undeniable  power  in  his 
sharp,  granite  face;  dogged  resolution, 
infinite  courage;  a  flash  of  the  eye  that 
showed  an  ability  to  make  a  decision  as 
quick,  as  unerring,  and  as  final  as  a  stroke 
of  lightning." 

"Yes,  you'd  better  hedge." 

"I  was  fascinated  with  the  study  of  that 
face.  The  evil  qualities  were  as  plainly 
discerned  as  the  good.  Fierce  anger  when 
aroused,  then  an  implacable  desire  for 
revenge,  a  determination  to  get  even,  and 
a  cruel  ruthlessness  in  the  execution  of 
any  project." 

"Now,  I  warned  you  once." 

"I  sized  you  up,  Jim,  and  had  the  con- 
ceit to  put  myself  against  the  man  who 
had  beaten  all  America.  I  said  to  myself, 
'The  man  that  can  make  Jim  Blades 
angry  can  do  what  he  likes  with  him.'  I 
had  no  money,  so  I  went  to  see  my  friend, 
the  passenger  agent.  He  owned  5,000 
shares  in  this  no  account  road,  and  the 
president  owned  12,000.  Nominally  this 
stock  hovered  between  11  and  12,  but  there 
was  no  market  for  it,  and  it  couldn't  be 
sold  at  any  price  unless  the  Plainville 
extension  was  put  through.  I  unfolded 
my  plan  to  the  G.  P.  A.  and  he  took  me  up 
to  the  president's  room.  There  it  was 
discussed  and  viewed  from  all  sides.  The 
president  was  afraid  that  I  would  merely 
get  them  into  a  big  suit  for  damages,  and 
that  you,  with  all  your  money,  would  have 
the  best  of  it;  but  I  pointed  out  that  even 
if  you  did  take  to  the  law,  the  road  was 
all  but  bankrupt  anyhow,  and  couldn't  be 
in  any  worse  position.  'Don't  you  fear,' 
said  I.  'Jim  Blades  will  never  go  to  the 
law  for  revenge.  I'll  deliver  Jim  Blades  to 
you  some  fine  morning  the  maddest  man 
in  New  York  state,  and  all  you  have  to  do 
is  to  fire  him  out,  and  he'll  buy  this  road 
merely  to  bounce  the  lot  of  us.  Whenever 
it  is  known  that  Blades  owns  the  road 
the  stock  will  jump  up  like  mad.  Then 
you  sell  out.'  'But  how  will  it  become 
known?'  asked  the  president,  and  I  re- 
plied, 'He'll  tell  it  for  us;  he'll  want  to 
make  money  out  of  the  deal;  a  man  like 
him  can't  help  making  money  in  a  scheme 
for  vengeance.' 


"  'What's  to  hinder  us  announcing  that 
he  has  bought  the  road,  without  running 
the  risk  of  angering  him?'  asked  theG.P. 
A.  'Nothing, '  said  I,  'except  that  he  would 
deny  it  next  day,  and  prove  his  denial.' 
'What  are  you  going  to  make  out  of  the 
deal?'  inquired  the  president.  'I  want  yon 
and  the  passenger  agent  to  lend  me  1,500 
shares  of  stock  for  a  few  weeks.  Or, 
rather,  I  want  you  to  give  me  a  'call' 
for  thirty  days  on  1.500  shares  at  U%. 
I'll  merely  take  the  profit,  that  is  the  rise, 
on  shares  during  that  time.  And  so  it 
was  arranged.  It  all  came  off  on  sched- 
ule time,  thanks  to  my  reading  of  your 
character.  I  punched  tickets,  and  threat- 
ened to  punch  heads,  so  here  am  I,  s 
well-to-do  man,  while  my  friend,  the  G. 
P.  A.,  is  comfortably  off  and  the  presi- 
dent is  rich." 

Jim  Blades  pondered  for  a  moment, 
scratched  his  head,  made  a  grimace,  then 
said  abruptly: 

"How  much  did  you  make?" 

"I  sold  at  58#;  might  have  made  a 
couple  of  thousand  more,  but  was  afraid 
to  hang  on  too  long.  I  netted  exactly 
$70,500." 

The  great  speculator's  eyes  partially 
closed,  and  he  spoke  in  a  voice  of  extreme 
friendliness. 

"Say,  Mr.  McKim,  I  can  tell  you  howto 
double  that  money  before  tomorrow 
night." 

The  ex-conductor  laughed. 

"No  you  can't,  Jim,  for  I've  put  it  all 
into  government  bonds.  I've  never  yet 
earned  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and 
now  I  have  an  assured  income  as  long  as 
the  old  United  States  lasts." 

If  Blades  felt  any  chagrin  his  poker 
face  gave  no  indication  of  it.  As  McKim 
rose  to  take  his  leave,  the  speculator  re- 
marked casually: 

"When  you  see  your  friends,  the  presi- 
dent and  the  passenger  agent,  just  tell 
'em  for  me,  that  I  made  more  money  out 
of  the  deal  than  the  three  of  you  com- 
bined." 

Peter  had  his  hand  on  the  door  knob 
before  he  replied  pleasantly:  "The  pas- 
senger agent  will  be  glad  to  hear  this, 
for  he  is  a  kindly  man.  The  presi- 
dent will  be  glad,  too,  for  he  did  have 
you  shot  out  of  his  office  rather  roughly. 
As  for  me,  if  your  friend  hadn't  paid 
that  dollar  as  soon  as  he  did,  I'd  have 
flung  you  neck  and  crop  out  into  the 
swamp,  Jimmy,  my  boy,  and  don't  yon 
forget  it." 

McKim  left  hurriedly,  for  Jim  was  mak- 
ing for  the  door.— Every bodies  Magazint. 
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The  thirty-third  annual  tour  of  the  "Old 
Reliable"  under  the  direction  of  William 
0.  Beckley,  president  of  the  association, 
left  St.  Louis  December  1,  1900.  It  was  a 
beautiful,  bright  day  and  all  on  board 
*ere  in  their  happiest  mood 

Our  first  stop  was  at  Cairo,  111.,  and  the 
next  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  we  were  ten- 
dered a  sail  on  the  river. 


Washington,  General  Robert  E.  Lee  and 
Lafayette.  We  took  a  sail  on  the  harbor 
where  we  saw  the  historical  forts,  Sump- 
ter  and  Moultrie. 

Resuming  our  trip,  we  soon  arrived  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  where  a  number  of 
the  tourists  visited  the  ostrich  farm. 
After  a  few  hours  sojourn  there,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  where  we 


ASAKUSA  K WAN-ON  TEMPLE,  JAPAN. 


At  New  Orleans  the  O.  R.  C's  gave  us  a 
ine  ride  down  the  river  on  a  hundred 
housand  dollar  tug.  We  stopped  at 
iavanah,  Ga.,  and  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Before  starting  out  to  see  the  sights  of 
Charleston  the  ladies  of  the  party  pre- 
sented Mrs.  Wm.  O.  Beckley,  the  charm- 
ing and  agreeable  wife  of  the  genial  presi- 
lent  of  the  "Old  Reliable,"  a  handsome 
:nt  glass  punch  bowl,  the  Hon.  Joseph 
Flory  making  the  presentation  speech,  to 
which  Mrs.  Beckley  felicitously  responded. 
We  visited  St.  Michael's  Church' (Episco- 
pal) in  which  was  a  pew  held  by  the 
Vandeross  family  for  four  generations, 
and  in  which  had  been  seated  George 


visited   all    prominent    places;  among 
them  a  house  built  in  1756. 

We  were  met  in  Daytona,  Fla.,  by  a 
delegation  of  citizens  who  took  the  entire 
party  in  their  beautiful  carriages,  driving 
through  Ridgewood  avenue  and  along  the 
beach. 

Miami  and  Palm  Beach  are  noted  winter 
resorts  containing  magnificent  hotels. 

At  Port  Tampa  we  took  the  steamship 
Olivette  of  the  "Plant  System,"  and  sailed 
for  Havana.  We  stopped  at  Key  West, 
Fla.,  where  the  party  landed  and  in- 
spected the  city.  We  arrived  in  Havana, 
Cuba,  at  six  o'clock  a.  m.  December  12. 
Mr.  Richard  Pastor,  a  pleasant  and  in- 
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telligent  gentleman,  acted  as  our  guide 
and  interpreter.  Our  first  trip  was  to 
Moro  Castle  and  Fort  Cabanas,  the  most 
frequently  mentioned  of  Havana's  forti- 
fications. We  saw  the  wreck  of  the  Maine 
•which  is  fast  sinking  from  sight. 

Our  second  day  was  spent  in  shopping 
and  inspecting  the  different  stores.  Our 
ladies  were  particularly  interested  in  M. 
Cavanzas'  fan  emporium,  said  to  be  the 
largest  in  the  world,  and  whose  exhibit 
took  the  premium  at  the  Paris  Exposition 
in  1900.  We  inspected  many  large  jewelry 
stores,  but  exhorbitant  prices  were  de- 
manded of  the  "Americanos."  We  were 
driven  to  Colon  Cemetery  in  handsome 
"Victorias,"  the  chief  mode  of  convey- 
ance in  Havana.  We  saw  the  lot  where 
the  victims  of  the  "Maine"  were  first 
buried.  They  were  recently  removed  to 
Key  West,  Florida,  and  placed  in  a  Na- 
tional Cemetery.  We  next  visited  Wey- 
ler's  palace,  all  deserted,  but  surrounded 
by  magnificent  palm  trees  and  luxuriant 
plants  and  foliage. 

We  were  tendered  a  reception  by  M. 
Caranzas,  at  his  elegant  home  in  Yedado, 
the  new  port  in  Havana.  We  went 
through  the  old  Cathedral  and  were  shown 
the  niche  in  which  was  deposited  the 
steel  urn  containing  the  ashes  of  Christo- 
pher Columbus.  Also  the  pedestal  from 
which  his  statue  was  removed  in  1898  by 
the  exasperated  Spaniards,  who  also  re- 


moved the  statue  of  Queen  Isabella  from 
the  principal  park,  carrying  the  sacred 
relics  back  to  Spain.  Near  the  Cathedral 
is  an  immense  tree,  which  is  said  to  be  a 
sprig  from  the  original  one  under  which 
mass  was  first  celebrated.  We  were  much 
interested  in  the  Governor's  palace,  also 
the  market. 

The  climate  of  Cuba  is  delightful;  sum- 
mer weather  prevailing  and  summer 
attire  for  all  classes  predominating.  Mil- 
linery stores  were  conspicuous  for  their 
absence,  as  the  Cuban  ladies  invariably 
wore  the  historical  Spanish  mantilla  on 
their  heads,  and  many  carried  fans.  We 
were  scheduled  to  leave  Havana  for  home 
at  one  o'clock,  p.  m.,  December  15,  but 
owing  to  the  tedious  fumigating  process, 
were  delayed  five  hours.  We  had  already 
passed  a  rigid  examination  for  vaccina- 
tion, by  the  United  States  marine  sur- 
geon. We  returned  on  the  same  steamer, 
Olivette,  and  as  we  steamed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment Barracks  our  soldier  boys  fired 
a  parting  salute  and  the  search-light 
from  Moro  Castle  lit  up  the  bay  for  many 
miles.  The  party  were  unanimous  in 
voting  the  "Cuban  trip"  of  1900  an  emi- 
nent success,  and  evinced  their  apprecia- 
tion of  President  Beckley's  efforts  by  a 
gift  of  a  superb  set  of  diamond  sleeve 
buttons.        Mrs.  Sindia  S.  Grummon. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


The  last  annual  report  called  attention 
to  the  safety-appliance  act  and  stated 
that  the  commission,  under  the  authority 
conferred  by  section  7  of  that  law,  had 
extended  the  time  when  its  provisions  re- 
specting automatic  couplers  and  air 
brakes  should  take  effect  until  August  1, 
1900.  The  principal  reasons  for  granting 
this  extension  were  also  set  forth,  and  the 
opinion  was  expressed  that  by  that  time 
the  carriers  would  be  able  to  provide  the 
required  equipment.  The  safety  appliance 
act  in  all  its  provisions,  therefore,  be- 


came effective  on  the  1st  of  August  last, 
and,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  prac- 
tically all  roads  in  the  United  States  have 
since  then  been  using  automatic  couplers 
and  air  brakes  in  the  operation  of  their 
trains.  That  portion  of  the  law  which 
fixed  the  standard  height  of  drawbars 
and  made  necessary  the  application  of 
hand  holds  and  grab  irons  has  been  in 
operation  for  almost  five  years,  and,  as 
said  by  the  commission  in  former  reports, 
the  state  ©f  equipment  in  those  particulars 
has  shown  approximately  perfect  com- 
pliance with  the  statute. 


•[Extract  from  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  Submitted 
.If  Congress  Dec.  24. 1900.] 
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When  consideration  is  given  to  the  fact 
that  during  the  time  the  railroads  were 
equipping  their  cars  with  automatic  coup- 
lers, the  demands  made  upon  them  by  an 
enormous  traffic  were  constantly  increas- 
ing, and  that  they  were  seriously  embar- 
rassed in  their  efforts  to  supply  the  needs 
of  the  shipping  public,  it  is  surprising  to 
observe  what  the  roads  have  accomplished 
in  this  direction;  and  when  we  take  into 
account  the  vast  amount  of  work  made 
necessary  and  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  change  from  old  appliances  has  been 


decide  either  the  particular  coupler  with 
which  freight  cars  should  be  equipped, 
the  number  or  location  of  hand  holds  and 
grab  irons,  the  height  of  drawbars,  or 
the  number  of  cars  to  be  provided  with 
air  brakes  for  the  proper  control  of  trains. 
All  these  matters  were  left  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  carriers. 

The  law  having  been  in  full  operation 
only  about  four  months,  its  benefit  in 
preserving  the  life  and  limb  of  employes 
can  not  yet  be  determined  with  much 
accuracy.   From  such  of  the  public  prints 


Front  View  of  Yasukuni-Jinsha,  Japan. 


made  without  friction  or  cessation  of 
business,  the  undertaking  of  the  rail- 
roads stands  as  a  monument  to  their 
energy,,  and  marks  an  epoch  in  railway 
development. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
Master  Car  Builders'  Association  and  the 
American  Railway  Association  had,  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  law,  urged  the 
adoption  of  appliances  which  are  in  gen- 
eral use  today.  These  organizations  made 
new  recommendations  each  succeeding 
year  for  the  safety  of  employes  and  the 
economical  operation  of  the  roads. 

The  government  has  not  undertaken  to 


as  were  accessible,  it  is  found  that  up  to 
the  1st  of  December  there  were  804  cas- 
ualties, 255  of  which  were  fatal.  Of  the 
total  number,  it  would  appear  that  618 
were  either  purely  accidental  or  resulted 
from  apparent  carelessness,  229  were 
caused  by  defective  appliances,  and  in  17 
the  causes  were  not  indicated  by  the 
statements  made;  482  occurred  in  the 
yards  and  341  upon  the  road.  Of  these, 
90  occurred  in  switching,  and  234  in  the 
operation  of  coupling.  These,  of  course, 
are  only  a  portion  of  the  accidents  which 
have  occurred  throughout  the  country, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  publication  ( 
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these  facts  will  impress  upon  railroad 
employes  the  necessity  of  exercising  due 
caution  in  performing  their  work. 

The  making  np  and  movement  of  trains 
will  always  be  a  very  hazardous  business, 
and  death  and  injury  thereby  caused  can 
not  be  wholly  avoided.  In  this  connection 
the  commission  desires  to  invite  attention 
to  what  was  said  in  its  last  report  to  con- 
gress, for  the  commission  believes  it  as 
necessary  to  inculcate  care  on  the  part  of 
the  men  as  it  is  for  the  railroads  to  keep 
their  equipment  in  order.  It  was  recently 
decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  Kansas 
that  where  there  were  two  ways  of  doing 
a  given  thing  connected  with  the  opera- 
tion of  a  train  of  which  the  employe  had 
knowledge,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  employe 
to  adopt  that  method  which  was  the  least 
hazardous,  and  that  his  failure  to  adopt 
the  safer  method  relieved  the  employer 
from  liability  for  his  injury,  unless  the 
employer  had  knowledge  or  apprehension 
of  the  employe's  perilous  position  and 
made  no  effort  to  avoid  injuring  him. 

In  this  case  a  workman,  who  had  knowl- 
edge of  a  grossly  negligent  and  wantonly 
reckless  habit  of  his  employer,  voluntarily 
placed  himself  unnecessarily  in  a  danger- 
ous position  whereby  he  received  injuries 
resulting  fatally,  when  there  was  a  safer 
way  to  perform  the  duty  known  to  the 
employe.  The  court  held  him  guilty  of 
contributory  negligence.  (Beal  vs.  A., 
T.  &  S.  F.  Ry.  Co.,  62  Pac.  Rep.,  321.)  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  this  court  held  that 
the  rule  nonliability  for  contributory 
negligence  in  case  of  injuries  recklessly 
inflicted  does  not  apply  when  the  injured 
person  had  or  should  have  had  knowledge 
of  the  grossly  negligent  habit  or  the  im- 
pending reckless  act  and  could  have 
avoided  the  injury  to  himself  by  prudence 
and  caution  upon  his  own  part. 

On  June  30,  1899,  there  were  928,924  per- 
sons on  the  pay  rolls  of  the  railways  of 
the  United  States.  During  the  year  end- 
ing on  that  date  accidents  occurred  to 
railway  employes  which  resulted  in  death 
to  2,210  and  in  injuries  of  more  or  less 
serious  character  to  34,923. 

In  previous  reports  the  opinion  has  been 
expressed  that  the  relative  number  of 
casualties  to  railway  employes  engaged 
in  certain  lines  of  duty  would  continue  to 
diminish  on  account  of  the  use  of  safety 


appliances  on  railway  equipment  and  of 
other  means  of  protection  to  life  and 
limb.  Confining  the  statement  to  acci- 
dents incurred  in  coupling  and  uncoupling 
cars,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  em- 
ployes killed  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1899,  was  260,  showing  a  decrease  of 
19  from  the  previous  year,  and  that  the 
number  injured  was  6,765,  showing  a 
decrease  of  223,  or  a  reduction  of  242  in 
total  casualties  of  this  class. 

There  are  no  statistics  from  which  it  is 
possible  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of 
men  who  are  required  by  their  employ- 
ment to  couple  and  uncouple  cars.  This 
is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  it  has  long 
been  the  general  practice  to  group  returns 
for  switchmen,  flagmen,  and  watchmen 
as  one  class,  but,  as  was  remarked  in  our 
preceding  report,  the  business  of  flagmen 
and  watchmen  is  not  that  of  coupling 
and  uncoupling  cars.  A  reclassification 
of  employes  has  been  undertaken  which 
it  is  expected  will  remedy  the  difficulty 
now  existing  in  this  respect.  For  present 
purposes  of  comparison,  however,  the 
following  ratios  have  been  obtained,  in 
which  it  should  be  understood  the  word 
"trainmen"  does  not  include  enginemen 
and  firemen,  but  does  include  switchmen, 
flagmen  and  watchmen.  Thus  defined, 
the  number  of  trainmen  employed  in  1893 
to  1  killed  was  349;  to  1  injured,  13.  The 
corresponding  ratios  for  1899  were— killed, 

1  to  563,  and  injured  1  to  22. 

#*#**«* 

In  last  year's  report  mention  was  made 
of  the 'large  number  of  persons  killed  or 
injured  by  falling  from  trains.  The  casu- 
alties from  this  cause  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1898,  were,  killed,  473; 
injured,  3,859.  For  1899  the  fatal  acci- 
dents were  459,  as  compared  with  644  for 
1893.  The  injuries  not  fatal  were  3,970,  as 
compared  with  3,780  for  the  year  1893.  It 
is  believed  that  the  accidents  resulting 
from  falling  from  trains  will  be  greatly 
reduced  in  time  through  the  general  use 

of  the  train  brake. 

»*»**«* 

The  attention  of  congress  has  often 
been  called  to  the  serious  loss  of  life  and 
limb  attendant  upon  travel  and  service  in 
the  operation  of  railways.  Every  year 
has  shown  improvements  in  the  manage- 
ment of  roads,  in  added  comforts  for 
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travelers  and  new  precautions  for  their 
safety,  as  well  as  in  hedging  about  the 
dangerous  employment  of  railway  serv- 
ants with  better  safety  appliances  and 
more  careful  methods.  Much  of  this  is 
the  outgrowth  of  strictly  business  prog- 
ress. The  selfish  interests  of  carriers 
alone  would  suggest  so  much  as  a  matter 
of  economy  and  profit,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  claims  of  humanity.  To  this  incent- 
ive must  be  added  those  general  provis- 
ions of  law  which  congress  has  enacted 
looking  to  uniform  equipment,  so  that 
nothing  may  be  left  undone  to  protect 
'  the  lives  of  faithful  employes  and  help- 
less patrons.  But  constant  vigilance  is 
is  the  price  of  safety,  and  equipment  is 
not  to  be  relied  upon  unless  kept  up  to  a 
high  standard.  Faulty  appliances  lull 
the  watchful  to  a  false  sense  of  security 
while  they  increase  the  hazard  of  employ- 
ment. 

To  the  end  that  every  precaution  may 
be  taken  and  that  no  careless,  or  indif- 
ferent, ignorant,  or  selfish  individual 
may  be  permitted  to  endanger  his  fel- 
lows, a  system  of  public  supervision 
should  be  maintained  and  a  close  in- 
spection made  of  the  rolling  stock  in 
service,  so  that  no  wear  or  breakage  may 
go  unnoticed  and  unremedied.  It  is  not 
proposed  that  such  public  inspection 
shall  in  any  respect  interfere  with  the 
duties  of  the  operating  companies  re- 
specting repairs,  but  that  the  inspectors 
shall  see  that  cars  in  use  are  equipped 
with  safety  appliances,  and  those  appli- 
ances kept  in  the  condition  contemplated 
by  the  provisions  of  law  intended  to  pro- 
mote the  safety  of  traveler  and  employe. 
Such  inspection  will  require  some  ex- 
penditure of  money— small,  however,  in 
comparison  with  the  interests  affected. 

Any  appropriation  of  the  public  funds 
must  be  justified  by  the  object  to  be  at- 
tained. The  following  statement  of  the 
cost  of  government  operations  for  similar 
purposes  illustrates  the  propriety  of  the 
proposed  inspection  system: 

The  Life  Saving  Service  on  our  coast  in 
1899  was  maintained  with  a  net  expendi- 
ture of  $1,528,895.  In  that  period  63  lives, 
and  72  vessels,  valued  at  $1,851,990,  were 
lost.  In  the  Light-House  Establishment 
3,985  persons  were  employed,  at  a  cost  of 
$3,118,833.50,  for  the  purpose  of  saving 


life  and  property  at  sea;  and  nearly  200 
employes  and  $331,678.33  were  employed 
in  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service.  The 
number  of-vessels  inspected  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,-1900,  was  9,253,  while 
the  number  of  accidents  was  33,  and  the 
total  loss  of  life  206.  During  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1899,  there  was  48,062 
accidents  on  the  railroads  of  the  United 
States.  Of  that  number  37,133  were  to 
employes,  including  2,210  killed.  These 
railroads  carry  more  than  a  half  billion 
passengers  and  nearly  a  billion  tons  of 
freight  annually. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  such  precautions 
as  may  be  taken  by  railway  managers 
and  such  inspection  as  may  be  possible 
by  the  government  agents  will  do  away 
with  all  fatalities,  all  accidents,  and  all 
dangers;  but  each  effort  is  another  step 
in  that  direction,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  inspection  proposed  largely  tends  to 
minimize  the  danger  to  railroad  employes 
and  increase  the  safety  of  the  traveler. 

Recognizing  that  a  law  of  this  charac- 
ter can  only  be  made  effective  by  a  sys- 
tem of  supervision  and  inspection,  con- 
gress appropriated,  $15,000  at  its  last  ses- 
sion to  enable  the  commission  to  keep 
informed  regarding  compliance  with  the 
safety-appliance  act  and  to  render  its  re- 
quirements effective.  This  sum  is  mainly 
expended  in  the  employment  in  inspect- 
ors. 

These  men  have  been  engaged  only 
after  the  strictest  inquiry  into  their 
knowledge  of  the  subject  and  their  capa- 
bilities for  this  particular  work;  each  of 
them  has  had  several  years'  experience 
in  the  operation  of  trains.  Their  duties 
require  them  to  inspect  personally  the 
equipment  of  all  the  roads,  as  far  as  the 
limited  number  of  inspectors  will  per- 
mit, and  to  report  to  the  commission  not 
only  failures  to  comply  with  the  law,  but 
all  imperfections  in  railway  equipment 
which  relate  to  the  requirements  for  the 
safety  of  employes  established  by  the 
Master  Car  Builders'  Association  and  the 
American  Railway  Association.  One  pre- 
requisite of  the  employment  of  such  in- 
spectors is  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
requirements  which  the  railroads, 
through  their  associations,  have  estab- 
lished. The  report  made  by  the  inspect- 
ors are  not,  therefore,  solely  confined  to 
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failures  to  comply  with  the  law;  they  in- 
clude everything  which  tends,  in  their 
opinion,  to  increase  the  risk  of  the  peo- 
ple employed. 

When  received,  these  reports  are  im- 
mediately transmitted  to  the  presidents 
of  the  railroad  companies  concerned,  and 
their  attention  called  to  any  neglect  of 
their  subordinates  to  conform  with  the 
requirements  of  the  law  or  the  rules  es- 
tablished by  themselves.  This  course  of 
procedure  has  proved  highly  salutary,  for 
in  every  case  these  communications  have 
received  favorable  replies,  while  subse- 
quent examination  of  the  equipment  has 
shown  that  the  defects  have  been  repaired 
and  more  stringent  orders  issued  by  the 
railroad  officials.  The  inspectors  have 
been  instructed  to  make  suggestions  and 


statements  regarding  the  condition  of 
equipment  and  anything  relative  thereto 
which  they  believe  to  be  of  value.  From 
these  reports  the  following  conclusions 
have  been  drawn: 

The  inspections  have  served  to  give  a 
general  idea  of  the  conditions  existing, 
and  this  has  been  of  great  value.  The 
inspectors'  reports  indicate  that  violations 
of  the  law  consist  chiefly  in  failure  to 
keep  the  equipment  up  to  the  required 
standard,  including  automatic  couplers 
which  are  operative  and  in  such  working 
order  that  the  men  need  not  go  between 
the  cars.  Inspection  by  the  government 
has  undoubtedly  proved  beneficial  not 
only  to  the  employes  interested,  but  also 
to  the  railroad  companies.  It  has  ac- 
quainted the  railway  presidents  with  con- 


FREAK  OP  A  BOX  CAR  AT  HOUSTON.  TEX. 
Courtesy  Brother  J.  H.  Archer. 

Hundreds  ofpeople  viewed  a  wreck  on  Liberty  avenue  that  for  peculiarity  perhaps  has  never  had  a 
counterpart  in  Houston.  Seventeen  freight  cars  standing:  on  a  spur  that  comes  down  a  hill  to  the  site  of 
the  new  Southern  Pacific  depot,  started  on  the  downgrade  toward  Liberty  avenue.  The  grade  is  rather 
steep  and  in  running  about  100  yards  the  cars  gained  considerable  speed.  Reaching  Liberty  avenue, 
the  front  car  of  the  runaway  train  sped  across  the  street  and  dashed  into  the  store  of  L.  Rosenwald.  at 
1108  Liberty  avenue.  Mr.  Rosenwald's  family  was  sleeping  up  stairs,  and  when  the  crash  came  they 
thought  that  an  earthquake  had  demolished  the  house.  Chinaware.  pictures,  mirrors  and  everything 
breakable  were  smashed  bv  the  terrific  concussion,  and  the  sleeping  family  were  terror-stricken  for  a 
few  minutes.  Mr.  Rosenwald  went  down  stairs  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  smash-up  and  found  that 
Illinois  Central  freight  car  No.  15718  had  halfway  buried  itself  in  the  front  of  bis  store,  smashing  the 
front  of  the  building  in  before  it.  Besides  the  damage  to  the  store,  three  cars  were  badly  wrecked.  It 
is  said  someone  loosened  the  brakes  on  the  cars,  which  caused  their  rapid  descent. 
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ditions  existing  on  their  respective  roads, 
of  which  they  probably  would  not  have 
been  apprised  in  any  other  way.  The  air 
brake  and  the  automatic  coupler  are  not 
merely  measures  of  safety.  Without  them 
the  heavy  freight  train  of  today  could  not 
be  successfully  handled  and  the  decreased 
cost  of  operation  which  has  resulted  from 
the  use  of  larger  cars  and  more  powerful 
locomotives  would  not  have  been  attained. 
Consequently  these  appliances  have  been 
most  potent  agencies  in  bringing  about 
the  great  increase  in  the  capacity  of  rail- 
road trains  during  the  past  decade. 

Railway  equipment  throughout  the 
country  is  now  interchangeable  by  reason 
of  the  general  application  of  automatic 
couplers  and  brakes  and  standard-height 
drawbars  required  by  the  safety  appliance 
act.  It  is  reported,  however,  that  prob- 
ably 20  per  cent,  of  the  couplers  now  used 
become  non-automatic  through  failure  to 
keep  them  in  proper  repair.  While  in 
such  condition  it  is  agreed  that  they  are 
far  more  dangerous  to  the  men  employed 
in  handling  the  cars  than  the  old  link  and 
pin  coupler.  When  an  accident  in  coup- 
ling now  occurs  it  is  said  there  is  more 
probability  of  its  resulting  fatally.  Again , 
when  it  was  known  that  the  men  had  to 
go  between  the  cars  to  couple  or  uncouple 
it  is  claimed  that  engineers  exercised 
greater  care  than  they  do  now  with  coup- 
lers in  use  which  are  supposed  to  work 
automatically.  These  considerations  in- 
dicate the  necessity  for  most  careful  at- 
tention to  the  condition  and  repair  of  the 
appliances  provided. 

When  railway  officials  reach  the  point 
of  requiring  car  inspectors  to  reject  any 
car  having  defective  couplers  or  other 
defective  safety  appliances,  as  they  now 
do  on  account  of  imperfect  running  gear, 
the  dangers  of  railway  operation  will  be 
largely  reduced.  It  is  understood  that 
the  most  common  defects  in  couplers  are 
disconnected  pin  chains  and  loose 
brackets. 

Under  the  instructions  of  the  commis- 
sion inspections  have  been  openly  made, 
the  inspector  always  introducing  himself 
to  the  management  and  disclosing  his 
identity.  Railway  officials  generally  are 
much  interested  in  this  inspection  work, 
and  the  majority  of  them  appear  surprised 
to  learn  that  so  many  automatic  couplers 


are  in  the  condition  found  by  the  inspec- 
tors. A  few  were  inclined  at  first  to  take 
advantage  of  the  technicality  that  the  law 
does  not  apply  to  engines  since  it  spec- 
ifies only  cars,  but  when  their  attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that  a  coupler  on 
an  interstate  car  ceases  to  be  automatic 
the  moment  a  link  is  inserted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  coupling  to  an  engine  or  a  car 
used  in  state  traffic  the  necessity  for 
equipping  such  engine  or  car  with  the 
automatic  coupler  was  generally  con- 
ceded. Automatic  couplers,  therefore, 
are  rapidly  being  applied  upon  locomo- 
tives and  tenders.  The  failure  of  the  law 
to  require  specifically  this  may  have  been 
an  oversight,  but  the  roads  are  generally 
recognizing  the  necessity  of  such  equip- 
ment, and  no  amendment  to  the  law  is 
recommended  in  this  particular. 

Some  few  roads  have  claimed  exemp- 
tion from  the  law  on  the  ground  that 
their  operation  was  confined  to  the  limits 
of  a  single  state,  and  it  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  Federal  law  should  be 
supplemented  by  similar  enactments  in 
states  where  such  laws  do  not  now  exist. 

From  the  inspectors'  reports  it  is  learned 
that  upon  many  of  the  roads  the  smaller 
parts  of  the  automatic  couplers  are  neg- 
lected— such  as  cotter  keys,  clevis  chains 
and  knuckle  pins— and  the  opinion  is  ex- 
pressed that  the  tail  end  of  the  knuckle 
and  the  locking  pin  should  be  lubricated. 
This  practice  would  result  in  less  force 
being  required  to  couple  by  impact  and 
would  extend  the  life  of  these  parts. 
Reference  is  also  made  in  the  reports  to 
an  instance  where  both  narrow  and  stan- 
dard gauge  cars  are  used  on  the  same 
train.  This  makes  necessary  the  use  of 
the  3-link  coupling,  which  is  especially 
dangerous.  Another  inspector  asserts 
that  there  are  too  many  different  kinds  of 
couplers  in  use  and  that  they  are  not 
placed  on  the  cars  with  any  uniformity  as 
to  the  location  of  uncoupler  rods,  thereby 
causing  great  danger  in  coupling  and  un- 
coupling cars,  in  many  cases  the  train 
men  being  required  to  run  along  with  the 
car,  holding  the  lever  up. 

Among  the  defects  observed  are  the  fol- 
lowing: Coupler  chains  too  long  or  too 
short;  rods  not  adjusted  to  locks 
and  often  no  locks  at  all;  short  handles; 
rods   placed   on   wrong   side  of  the 
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car,  and  coupler  not  properly  secured  to 
the  car.  One  report  recommends  that 
dead  blocks  on  each  side  of  drawheads 
be  dispensed  with  and  that  engineers  be 
compelled  to  give  warning  signal  before 
putting  on  air  brakes.  Failure  to  give 
such  warning  is  alleged  to  be  the  cause 
of  so  many  brakemen  being  thrown  from 
the  cars. 

It  is  also  stated  that  numerous  acci- 
dents occur  from  carelessness  due  to  men 
going  between  cars  unnecessarily  to  raise 
the  chain  with  their  hands;  that  men  have 
got  into  the  habit  of  doing  this  instead  of 
using  the  lever  because  many  of  the 
chains  are  too  long;  that  many  roads  use 
chains  made  of  split  links  and  S  hooks, 
which  should  be  discontinued  for  the 
solid  link  with  the  clevis. 

It  is  further  reported  that  with  too  many 
kinds  of  couplers,  the  parts  of  which  are 
not  interchangeable  by  reason  of  being 
out  of  order,  the  link  and  pin  must  be 
used;  that  the  practice  of  carding  defects 
furnish  the  men  with  an  opportunity  to 
be  negligent;  that  the  practice  of  not 
using  more  than  40  per  cent,  of  air  in 
trains  and  scattering  air-brake  cars 
through  the  train  instead  of  placing  them 
next  to  the  engine,  should  be  condemned. 
Suggestion  is  also  made  that  all  trains 
should  be  inspected  by  an  air-brake  in- 
spector and  not  by  the  ordinary  trainman; 
that  more  care  should  be  taken,  not  only 
in  the  inspections,  but  in  repairing  de- 
fects when  found,  and,  further,  Jhat  a 
larger  percentage  of  cars  should  be 
equipped  with  air  brakes.  These  are  not 
recommendations  of  the  Commission,  but 
are  deemed  worthy  of  consideration  by 
those  interested  as  suggestions  of  men 
familiar  with  railway  equipment. 

There  has  been  criticism  of  the  coup- 
lers now  in  general  use  for  the  alleged 
reason  that  they  are  not  really  automatic 
in  many  conditions  and  circumstances  of 
railway  operation  and  because  failure  to 
make  proper  repairs  renders  the  coupler 
a  menace  to  the  employe  rather  than  an 
instrument  of  safety.  Already  an  agita- 
tion has  been  begun  for  the  use  of  other 
and  better  appliances.  With  this  end  in 
view  the  Commission  has  been  asked  to 
order  tests  of  automatic  couplers  in  order 
to  decide  which  coupler  is  best  adapted 
to  the  general  requirements  of  operation. 


The  Commission  has  given  no  encourage- 
ment to  snch  requests  and  has  replied 
that  no  provision  is  found  in  the  law  for 
such  examination  or  any  authority  to  de- 
cide in  favor  of  a  particular  device,  that 
the  law  has  only  recently  gone  into  full 
operation,  and  that  there  are  as  yet  no 
sufficient  data  to  show  the  alleged  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  devices  now  in  use,  and  that 
further  time  is  necessary  to  determine 
the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  statements 
made  by  those  who  are  taking  part  in 
this  movement.  It  is  proper  to  state  that 
none  of  the  agitation  in  this  respect  or 
suggestions  of  change  have  come  from 
organizations  of  railway  employes  or  from 
any  of  the  men  whose  employment  ren- 
ders them  personally  interested. 

It  is  believed  that  the  complaints  made 
result  largely  from  the  fact  that  these 
appliances,  as  before  stated,  are  not 
maintained  in  proper  condition;  but  we 
are  confident  that  the  system  of  inspec- 
tion which  has  been  adopted  will  result 
ultimately  in  greatly  remedying  trouble 
in  this  respect.  The  act  properly  leaves 
to  the  railroads  the  question  of  what 
particular  devices  should  be  purchased 
and  applied  to  accomplish  the  desired  re- 
sult, namely,  the  saving  of  life  and  limb 
of  employes  and  travelers.  Certain  it  is 
that  the  improvements  which  have  taken 
taken  place  in  safety  appliances,  as  well 
as  other  railway  facilities,  have  been 
through  the  untiring  efforts  of  those  en- 
gaged in  railroad  operation  under  the 
law,  and  they  have  been  adopted,  not 
only  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  employes 
and  travelers,  but  as  necessary  to  the 
successful  conduct  and  management  of  a 
modern  railway. 

Since  the  law  went  into  effect  no  com- 
plete or  accurate  information  regarding 
accidents  has  been  obtainable.  As  the 
railroads  are  merely  required  to  make 
annual  returns  of  the  casualities  to  their 
employes,  the  value  of  the  law  can  only 
be  matter  of  conjecture  for  a  year  at 
least.  It  may  well  be  repeated  that  a 
large  number  of  the  accidents  to  em- 
ployes can  only  be  attributed  to  careless- 
ness. 

Impressed  with  the  necessity  of  par- 
ticularly directing  the  attention  of  em- 
ployes to  this  subject,  the  secretary  of 
the  Commission  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
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subordinate  branches  of  various  railway 
organizations  calling  attention,  among 
other  matters,  to  the  necessity  of  greater 
care  and  caution  on  the  part  of  railway 
employes  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
It  was  also  stated  to  be  the  understand- 
ing of  the  Commission  that  section  8  of 
the  act  does  not  fully  release  them  from 
responsibility  for  contributory  negli- 
gence. It  was  also  suggested  that  re- 
ports of  accidents  should  be  made  by  the 
organizations  to  the  Commission,  with  a 
view  of  minimizing,  as  much  as  possible, 
the  need  of  resorting  to  the  courts  for 


enforcing  the  law,  and  so  avoid 
friction  and  consequent  hostility 
frequent  litigations  of  this  cb 
must  inevitably  engender.  No  p 
tions  under  the  act  have  yet  beer 
necessary.  In  cases  where  we  havi 
it  necessary  to  call  attention  to  de 
appliances  or  in  their  operation  t. 
road  managers  have  so  far  readil 
plied  with  not  only  the  letter  t 
spirit  of  the  law,  and  have  not  b 
clined  to  cavil  about  the  applies 
the  statute  in  doubtful  cases. 
In  any  estimate  of  reduction 


AN  EXECUTION  IN  LUZON  ISLAND.  P.  I. 
Courtesy  Brother  P.  Monihcn. 


P.  MONIHEN.  Co.'H.  17th  Inf..  Manila.  P.  1 
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number  of  accidents  due  to  the  adoption 
of  these  safety  appliances  the  changes  in 
conditions  since  1893,  when  the  law  was 
enacted,  must  be  taken  into  account.  At 
that  time  the  average  train  load  was 
about  184  tons.  In  1899  it  had  risen  to  an 
average  of  243#  tons.  .  The  small  cars 
arid  lighter  locomotives  then  in  general 
use-,  have  given  place  to  much  heavier 
equipment.  The  weight  and  speed  of 
freight  trains  have  been  constantly  in- 
creasing. Steel  cars  have  been  intro- 
duced, capable  of  carrying  50  tons  each. 
The  use  of  heavy  cars'  and  engines  in  the 
same  trains  with  old  wooden  and  lighter 
cars  subjects  the  draft  rigging  and  coup- 
lers of  these  lighter  cars  to  unusual 
strain,  and  results  in  many  accidents 
which  formerly  would  not  have  occurred. 
Of  course  the  risk  to  the  men  employed 
in  handling  trains  of  cars  of  mixed  ca- 


pacity and  greatly  varying  strength  is- 
greatly  increased  and  this  was  a  risk  the 
employe  was  not  called  upon  to  take  in 
1893,  when  the  law  was  enacted.  The  law 
can  only  reach  its  highest  value  and 
efficiency  when  all  interested— the  rail- 
roads, the  employes,  and  the  Commission 
— are  working  to  the  common  end  of 
securing  from  its  operation  the  greatest 
practical  benefits. 

Following  the  lead  of  the  United  States, 
a  safety  appliance  act  was  passed  by  the 
British  Parliament  in  July  last.  A  com- 
munication received  from  Mr.  "F.  J.  S. 
Hop  wood,  railway  secretary  of  the  board 
of  trade,  states  that  this  act  confers  full 
powers  upon  the  board  of  trade  to  order 
the  use  or  disuse  of  any  such  appliance 
and  to  make  rules  governing  every  form 
of  dangerous  railway  working. 
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The  eternal  contrasts  and  manifesta- 
tions of  nature  are  full  of  pathos  and  ed- 
ucation when  we  have  time  and  taste  to 
contemplate  them  and  reason  about  them. 
Unfortunately, how  few  have  time  for  that! 
How  few  have  taste  for  it!  Why?  Is  that 
the  fault  of  nature?  Nature  is  always 
around,  placid,  smiling,  grand,  sublime, 
never  in  any  hurry  to  accomplish  results, 
but  occasionally  and  incidentally.  You 
may  tell  me  that  even  nature  is  now  and 
then  somber  and  cross  looking.  Yes,  but 
that  is  incidentally,  too,  transciently,  as 
a  matter  of  contrast,  in  at  least  60  per 
cent  of  the  inhabitable  and  best  portions 
of  the  planet,  just  the  only  portions  that 
men  would  have  used  thus  far  if  they  had 
had  sufficient  sense  to  work  their  lives 
and  destinies  along  the  line  of  least  re- 
sistance, just  the  line  that  nature  follows 
along  all  its  grand  processes  and  finali- 
ties. You  may  now  tell  me  that  our  in- 
creased population  necessitated  our 
spreading  ourselves  over  the  whole  earth. 
To  that  we  may  answer  that  our  whole 
1,500,000,000  people  on  earth  could  make  a 
full  living,  even  if  grouped  in  but  8  per 


cent  of  the  earth  we  occupy  now.  Wecan 
prove  that  if  necessary,  We  have  no 
time  for  it  just  now.  Besides,  it  has  been 
often  proved.  To  be  sure,  the  plan  would 
imply  healthy  social  conditions,  the  very 
ones  we  refuse  to  have,  don't  want  to 
have. 

We  have  referred  to  the  generally  beau- 
tiful manifestations  of  nature.  Is  not 
the.canary  bird  one  of  them?  It  is  so, 
even  when  man,  that  compound  of  the 
angel  and  the  demon,  takes  the  canary 
bird  away  from  its  gorgeous  habitat  to  be 
used  as  an  ornament  in  hut  or  palace  far 
off  from  all  smiling  tropical  or  semi-trop- 
ical regions.  For  one  or  two  years,  sel- 
dom much  longer,  the  little  creature  seems 
to  be  perfectly  happy  in  its  little  gilded 
jail,  under  proper  care  and  pretty  sur- 
roundings, Youth  possesses  great  re- 
active powers  against  abnormal  condi- 
tions. Youth  means  an  active  nerve  and 
muscular  vibration,  with  a  consciousness 
limited  to  immediate  results.  Age  brings 
on  one  hand,  a  certain  decrease  in  muscu- 
lar and  nerve  vibration.  On  the  other 
hand  it  greatly  increases  and  expands, 
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for  good  or  evil,  our  consciousness  and 
brain  power.  The  same  happens  with 
animal  life,  to  the  extent  of  their  limited 
animal  consciousness,  limited  to  the  mere 
material  process  that  each  animal  species 
requires  for  its  preservation.  There  we 
have  the  explanation  of  the  canary  bird's 
gorgeous  musical  displays  when  young, 
and  their  relatively  silent  life  as  they 
grow  old,  when  the  perception  of  their 
abnormal  conditions,  in  their  cages, 
must  come  to  them  as  a  logical,  natural 
process  of  muscular,  nerve  and  brain  de- 
velopment, in  relation  to  the  mission  for 
which  they  were  created  by  a  God  of  free- 
dom. But  as  we  men  have  never  believed 
in  any  other  freedom  but  that  of  enjoying 
all  our  whims,  no  matter  at  what  cost  to 
the  other  fellows,  or  to  the  animal  crea- 
tion, we  can  see  nothing  wrong  in  taking 
away  the  natural  freedom  of  the  canary 
bird  or  any  other  individuality  in  the  ani- 
mal creation ,  when  not  absolutely  indis- 
pensable to  healthy  h  uman  growth. 

Here  some  may  say  that  what  happens 
to  the  canary  bird  in  its  cage  happens  to 
civilized  man.  He  grows  sober  in  propor- 
tion as  he  grows  old.  Age  puts  an  end  to 
the  hilarity  of  youth.  Yes,  and  that  is 
what  proves  that  civilization,  as  we  have 
thus  far  made  it,  is  but  a  cage  which  de- 
prives men  of  the  freedom  of  God's  uni- 
verse. We  don't  believe  in  the  freedom 
of  God's  natural  laws.  We  only  believe 
ill  the  unnatural  freedom  of  our  unnatural 
laws,  unnatural  because  fundamentally 
unjust.  It  is  worse  than  that.  We  don't 
believe  in  the  freedom  of  Christ's  philos- 
ophy, the  philosophy  of  "come  to  me  and 
I  will  give  you  rest,  for  my  yoke  is  easy 
and  my  burden  is  light."  We  only  be- 
lieve in  the  philosophy  of  our  own  pro- 
gress, which  is  virtually  as  follows: 
Come  to  me  and  I  will  give  you  every- 
thing except  rest,  for  my  yoke  is  harsh 
and  my  burden  is  heavy.  That  is  what 
condemns  all  human  progress,  and  most 
especially  that  of  the  last  50  years,  during 
which  most  men  seem  to  have  lost  the  few 
remnants  of  peace  or  rest  that  previous 
ages  left  to  men. 

A  certain  individual  died  recently  in 
Italy,  Verdi,  the  great  constructive  musi- 
cian of  grand  combinations  in  vocal  and 
instrumental  displays.  He  died  at  the 
age  ol  90.  His  zest  for  musical  creations 


followed  him  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
Nature  had  always  fresh  inspirations  for 
him.  He  was  as  young  at  90  as  he  was  at 
20  years  of  age.  The  same  happens  to 
those  who  are  in  love  with  this  or  that 
art,  science  or  anything  useful  to  healthy 
human  development,  provided. those  men 
try  to  conform  to  all  normal  healthy 
growth.  That  is  often  due  to  especial 
circumstances  only  applicable,  under  our 
abnormal  progress,  to  a  few  men  here 
and  there.  In  part  it  is  also  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  individuals  are  indifferent  to 
the  fantastic  developments  of  our  fantas- 
tic progress,  and,  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  live  simple  lives,  natural  lives, 
somewhat  like  the  anchorite  in  the  wil- 
derness, with  the  exception  that,  unlike 
the  anchorite,  they  are  in  love  with  men, 
and  live  among  men.  They  also  live  for 
the  purpose  of  enjoying  God's  beauties 
in'  nature.  The  average  civilized  man 
does  not  care  anything  for  natural  beauty. 
He  soon  gets  tired  of  it.  He  fills  up  his 
hut  or  palace  with  human  pictures  and 
other  human  creations  and  remains  about 
indifferent  in  regard  to  God's  creations. 
The  civilized  man  lives  in  the  cage  of  his 
own  inordinate  desires.  The  freedom  of 
God's  universe  is  for  him— a  blank!  a 
a  vacuum!  All  because  we  have  not  yet 
seen  fit  to  initiate  a  God-like  progress 
resting  on  the  morality  of  Jesus. 

The  constant  turbulences  or  excite- 
ments of  human  life,  in  poverty  or  wealth! 
Is  there  anything  normal  about  it?  In 
nature  we  find  a  perpetual  peaceful  rota- 
tion of  beauty,  the  emblem  of  eternal  joy.  . 
The  canary  bird  in  its  habitat  and  free 
with  God's  freedom,  is  simply  an  em- 
phatic expression  of  joy  as  God's  gift  to 
all  creatures  and  hence  intended  for  men, 
when  the  latter  cease  to  be  rebels  against 
divine  law.  The  song  of  the  canary  bird 
in  its  pretty  cage  is  but  a  transient  ex- 
pression of  the  joy  that  God  intends 
should  be  permanent  with  the  little  artist. 
It  is  not  permanent,  in  its  musical  dis- 
plays and  in  relation  to  its  natural  life, 
because  the  hand  of  men  vetoes  the  free- 
-  dom  that  God  meant  that  canary  bird 
should  have. 

Well,  we  are  not  anymore  cruel  with  the 
canary  birds  in  question  than  we  are  with 
ourselves.  We  all  have,  while  on  earth, 
but  a  fragment  of  the  joys  that  God 
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meant  we  should  and  shall  have  when 
human  sense  has  replaced  human  folly. 
For  every  one  man  who  manages  to  live 
a  somewhat  normal  life,  5,000  or  more 
live — well,  they  don't  live.  They  think 
they  do.  Hence  every  deformity  looks  to 
them  a  natural  process.  Hence  when 
they  can  enjoy  some  natural  beauties 
they  fail  to  catch  all  but  1  per  cent  of 
their  dazzling  splendors.  Such  is  the 
case  with  the  entrancing  notes  of  that 
wonderful  musician,  the  canary  bird,  even 
when  a  prisoner  in  its  cage.  There  the 
little  fellow  proclaims  the  eternal  beauty 
of  the  eternal  Father,  just  as  every  star 
does  that,  in  all  its  silence,  from  its  orbit 
of  glory;  just  as  oceans,  mountains, 
clouds,  skies  and  all  else  in  nature  do  it 


in  this  or  that  form,  through  this  or  that 
manifestation. 

To  the  thinking  mind  the  notes  of  the 
canary  bird  in  its  cage  can  hardly  be  bat 
a  reflex  of  that  mixture  represented  yd 
by  the  generic  man,-  something  of  an 
artist  up  to  a  certain  point  and  a  bunglei 
beyond  that,  full  of  noble  aspirations  in 
certain  directions,  choked  full  with  mean- 
ness and  greed  in  all  other  manifesta- 
tions or  tendencies.  The  writer  longs 
for  man  as  a  complete  artist  in  all  physi- 
cal and  spiritual  desires,  in  thoughts 
feelings  and  volitions.  But  we  fear  thai 
centuries  of  deformities  shall  come  ye; 
before  men  become  the  artists  that  God 
means  they  all  should  be. 


The  great  water  transportation  route 
which  stretches  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago 
and  Duluth,  is  sharing  in  the  prosperity 
and  activity  which  characterize  every 
branch  of  business  in  the  United  States 
today.  The  monthly  statement  of  lake 
commerce,  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics,  shows  that  during  September 
5,957  vessels  entered  the  thirty-seven  prin- 
cipal ports  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and  from 
the  opening  of  the  navigation  season  up  to 
October  1,  the  vessel  entrances  aggregated 
28,039.  Chicago  leads  the  list  of  ports, 
1,028  vessels  having  entered  her  harbor 
during  September  and  5,761  during  the 
season.  The  ports  of  Buffalo,  Cleveland 
and  Milwaukee  each,  however,  show  a 
record  in  excess  of  2,000  vessels  for  the 
season,  and  at  the  ports  of  Detroit, 
Duluth  and  Toledo,  the  arrivals  have 
ranged  from  1,000  to  1,500. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  general 
public  seems  to  have  gained  the  im- 
pression that  the  traffic  of  the  Great 
Lakes  is  confined  to  the  transportation  of 
a.few  commodities,  such  as  iron  ore,  coal, 
breadstuffs  and  lumber.  That  this  is  far 
from  being  the  case  could  not  be  more 
conclusively  proven  than  by  citing  the 
fact  that  in  September  395,767  tons  of  un- 
classified freight  were  moved,  and  the 
total  movement  for  the  season  thus  far, 


aggregates  2,386,888  tons.  Every  promi- 
nent port  on  the  lakes  is  represented  in 
this  total. 

That  the  strike  in  the  anthracite  coal 
region  has  had  its  effect  upon  lake  ship 
ments,  would  seem  to  be  proved  by  i 
comparison  of  the  figures  for  August  and 
September.  During  August  there  were 
transported  via  the  inland  waterway,  516,- 
763  tons  of  anthracite  coal,  whereas  in 
September  the  shipments  fell  off  to  257,- 
787  tons.  In  soft  coal  there  is  a  falling 
off  of  from  661,864  torts  in  August,  tc 
467,457  tons  in  September.  For  the  season 
to  October  1,  the  total  movement  was 
1,813,979  tons  of  hard  coal  and  2,965,82 
tons  of  soft  coal. 

The  recent  organization  in  the  Great 
Lake  district  of  a  new  transportation 
company,  which  has  placed  orders  foi 
new  boats  designed  especially  to  carry 
the  products  of  the  Calumet  and  Hecla 
copper  mine,  seems  to  call  attention  to 
the  volume  of  this  traffic  already  taking 
the  water  route.  During  September  there 
were  shipped  by  boat  17,029  tons  of  cop- 
per, and  for  the  season  to  October  1,  the 
total  movement  is  113,695  tons.  Of  the 
latter  amount,  81,889  tons,  or  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  total,  was  received  at 
Buffalo,  whereas  the  heaviest  shipping 
record  is  that  of  West  Superior,  whicr 
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during  the  season,  has  sent  out  56,939 
tons. 

The  Bureau  of  Statistics  compilation 
discloses  many  unique  characteristics  of 
the  commerce  of  the  Great  Lakes.  For 
instance,  in  the  case  of  Conneaut,  O., 
which  Andrew  Carnegie  has  declared  will 
one  day  be  the  greatest  ore-unloading  port 
in  the  world,  the  353  vessels  which  have 
entered  the  harbor  this  season  have 
brought  1,748,255  tons  of  iron  ore,  or  a 
greater  quantity  than  was  discharged  at 
any  other  port,  with  two  exceptions.  One 
of  these  exceptions  is  the  port  of  Ashta- 
bula, also  on  Lake  Erie.  Ashtabula  will 
this  season  rank  as  the  greatest  ore- 
receiving  port  in  America,  having  re- 
ceived up  to  October  1,  a  total  of  2,933,- 
647  tons. 

The  lake  lumber  trade,  in  which  there 
was  such  demoralization  last  year,  appears 
to  be  making  a  very  favorable  showing 
this  season.  For  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber the  aggregate  cargoes  transported 
amounted  to  438,926,000  feet,  and  for  the 
season  up  to  October  1,  1,427,000,000  feet. 
Dnluth  ranks  as  the  greatest  lumber- 
shipping  port,  having  sent  out  277,071,000 
feet  during  the  season.  Chicago  heads 
the  list  of  receiving  ports,  378,546,000  feet 
having  been  unloaded  at  her  wharfs. 
Cleveland  is  a  pretty  close  second  with  a 
record  of  339,704,000  feet  for  the  season. 
•  •  * 

The  abrogation  of  the  Porto  Rican  tariff 
is  being  seriously  discussed  by  the  Press 
of  Porto  Rico.  The  Porto  Rican  Tariff 
Act  it  will  be  remembered  provides  that 
"whenever  the  legislative  assembly  of 
Porto  Rico  shall  have  enacted  and  put 
into  operation  a  system  of  local  taxation 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  government 
of  Porto  Rico,  by  this  Act  established, 
and  shall  by  resolution  duly  passed  so 
notify  the  President,  he  shall  make  pro- 
clamation thereof,  and  thereupon  all 
tariff  duties  on  merchandise  and  articles 

foing  into  Porto  Rico  from  the  United 
tates  or  coming  into  the  United  States . 
from  Porto  Rico  shall  cease,  and  from 
and  after  such  date  all  such  merchandise 
and  articles  shall  be  entered  at  the  sev- 
eral ports  of  entry  free  of  duty."  The 
Porto  Rican  legislature  elected  on  Novem- 
ber 6th,  the  date  of  the  general  election 
in  the  United  States,  is  to  meet  shortly 
and  will,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Porto  Rican  Act  above  quoted,  have  the 
power  to  immediately  terminate  the  Porto 
Rican  tariff  by  enacting  legislation  which 
will  provide  funds  for  the  necessities  of 
the  government  of  Porto  Rico  and  the 
question  whether  this  action  shall  be 
taken  and  the  15  per  cent  tariff  thus 
terminated  is  being  discussed  by  the 


press  and  public  of  that  island  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  leading  editorial 
taken  from  the  San  Juan  (Porto  Rico) 
Daily  News  of  November  13,  1900,  just  re- 
ceived by  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics : 

We  have  lived  now  for  six  months  un- 
der the  85  per  cent  preferential  tariff. 
The  question  now  is:  Is  it  good  or  bad? 
Has  it  helped  or  injured  usr  The  legis- 
lature will  have  these  questions  to  decide. 

We  now  have  the  question  to  deal  with 
aside  and  apart  from  politics*  Its  use  as 
a  campaign  club  is  past  and  gone.  The 
burden  of  deciding  this  very  important 
question  is  solely  upon  the  legislature. 
As  it  decrees,  so  shall  it  be.  If  it  desires 
to  abolish  the  tariff  and  operate  the  island 
upon  a  free  trade  basis,  it  can  be  so 
ordered. 

If  the  people  of  Porto  Rico  through  the 
legislature  desire  to  continue  the  tariff  it 
can  be  done.  A  precedent  has  been  es- 
tablished which  will  permit  this  class  of 
of  taxation.  It  has  been  legally  decreed 
that  such  action  is  constitutional. 

If  the  tariff  is  abolished,  it  is  at  once 
evident  that  a  more  burdensome  and 
higher  rate  of  internal  taxation  must  be 
imposed.  Where  and  upon  what  shall 
this  be  levied,  is  indeed  a  perplexing 
question. 

Aside  from  all  the  difficulties  that  may  or 
will  arise  from  the  abolition  of  the  tariff , let 
us  glance  at  the  tariff  itself  and  see  what 
it  has  done.  In  the  last  six  months  the 
15  per  cent  tariff  has  afforded  the  island 
as  much,  if  not  more  revenue  than  the 
100  per  cent  tariff.  The  theory  "that  the 
way  to  increase  revenue  is  by  lowering 
the  taxes"  is  proven  to  be  true  for  Porto 
Rico.  This  revenue  will  be  constantly 
increasing  as  our  trade  increases  as  it  is 
sure  to  do.  It  has  helped  the  consumer, 
for  it  has  lowered  the  taxes  he  has  to 
pay,  not  only  on  American  goods,  but 
upon  all  goods  that  enter  our  market  in 
competition  with  them.  This  results  in 
an  increase  of  importations.  This  helps 
the  producer  by  constantly  providing  him 
a  means  to  carry  his  goods  to  the  great 
American  market,  which  is  always  so 
hungry  for  the  products  this  island  has 
to  dispose  of.  Again,  unless  we  have  a 
traffic  both  ways,  the  steamers  must 
make  one  trip  without  a  cargo  and  the 
freight  is  thereby  doubled. 

A  tariff  helps  us  as  borrowers;  it  will 

five  our  securities  a  stand  in  the  United 
tates  which  they  could  not  have  without 
a  permanent  revenue  like  the  tariff  reve- 
nue. The  argument  so  often  advanced 
in  favor  of  a  tariff  tax  as  against  other 
means  of  raising  revenue,  that  it  is  easily 
collected,  is  especially  forcible  in  Porto 
Rico.  We  would  advise  that  the  tariff  is 
necessary,  and  if  it  were  not  it  would  still 
be  the  most  convenient  and  logical  means 
of  raisinjr  our  revenue.  Let  the  tariff 
stand  at  15  per  cent. 
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THE  *\Bftrr  SYSTEn  Or*  PROMOTION. 


In  speaking'  of  the  promotion  of  Mr, 
George  B.  Harris  to  the  presidency  of  the 
"Burlington,"  the  Chicago  Times-Herald 
strikes  a  note  that  has  in  it  more  than  is 
simply  present  in  Mr.  Harris'  case.  It  is 
the  order  of  promotion  upon  which  rests 
the  success  of  our  railways.  It  says  in 
part : 

The  retirement  of  President  Charles  E. 
Perkins  of  the  "Burlington"  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  George  B.  Harris  to  the 
presidency  of  the  largest  independent 
railway  system  in  this  or  any  other  coun- 
try are  events  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
terest to  the  business  world.  They  serve 
to  call  attention  not  only  to  the  high  or- 
der of  executive  and  administrative  abili- 
ty now  required  to  manage  the  great 
transportation  properties  of  the  country, 
but  also  convey  to  the  people  significant 
object  lessons  in  the  application  of  the 
"merit  system"  of  promotion — the  only 
system  that  assures  efficient  and  econ- 
omic management  in  the  interests  of 
stockholders  and  of  the  people. 

There  can  be  no  finer  exemplification  of 
the  "merit  system"  in  a  public  or  quasi- 
public  service  for  the  study  of  the  people 
than  is  presented  in  the  management  of 
such  great  railway  systems  as  the  "Bur- 
lington" and  the  "Northwestern,"  The 
new  president  of  the  "Burlington,"  who 
is  placed  at  the  head  of  a  system  embrac- 
ing 8,064  miles  of  line,  with  14,000  stock- 
holders, is  a  "railroad  man."  Modern 
conditions  in  railroading  in  this  country 
make  it  impossible  that  any  other  sort  of  a 
man  could  be  seriously  considered  for 
such  a  position.  The  time  is  gone  by 
when  untrained  or  inexperienced  rela- 
tives or  favorites  of  influential  stockhold- 


ers can  be  advanced  to  responsible  ma» 
agerial  positions  in  the  great  railway  sys 
terns.  Promotion  in  all  the  big  systems 
is  now  based  upon  absolute  demonstrated 
knowledge  of  every  important  detail  oi 
the  transportation  business, 

Mr.  Harris,  the  new  president,  and  bU 
probable  successor  as  second  vice  presi 
dent,  General  Manager  William  C.  Bro#n 
are  splendid  types  of  "the  twentieth  ceo; 
tury  railroad  man."  Each  worked 
his  way  up  from  the  bottom.  Then 
is  no  detail  in  the  entire  range  ol 
railroad  management,  from  track  build 
ing  to  motive  power  and  equipment,  witb 
which  they  are  not  familiar.  The  railwa] 
career  of  the  new  president  of  the  "Bar 
lington"  began  at  the  age  of  16  as  offit 
boy  for  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Josepl 
Road,  now  a  part  of  the  "Burlington.' 
From  this  he  gradually  climbed  to  thi 
top  through  successive  promotions  etn 
bracing  nearly  every  branch  of  the  oper 
ating  department. 

It  matters  not  what  the  engagement  is 
there  are  always  those  whom  nature  bai 
better  fitted  to  perform  certain  daties  it 
connection  therewith  than  others.  Whei 
we  attempt  to  formulate  any  plan  where 
by  this  natural  order  is  deranged  its  in 
fluence  is  felt  throughout  the  entire  ma 
chinery  of  operation,  and  manifests  itsel: 
either  directly  or  indirectly  in  a  loss  t( 
the  company.  The  day  for  showing  fa 
voritism  is  past,  not  only  in  the  more  re 
sponsible  positions,  but  in  minor  ones  ai 
well.  The  demand  of  our  great  system! 
is  for  thorough,  practical  men,  whos< 
ability  in  mastering  details  is  no  le~ 
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perfect  than  their  knowledge  of  a  specific 
line  of  duty. 

The  same  rule  governing  promotions 
among  officials  is  bound  sooner  or  later 
to  follow  down  the  line.  The  modern  yet 
threadbare  argument  of  "the  survival  of 
the  fittest"  is  surely  gaining  a  worthy 
foothold,  and  ic  is  only  a  question  of  time 
nntil  the  barriers  thrown  up  to  protect 
the  "rights"  of  those  gained  in  priority 
of  service,  must  capitulate  to  terms  that 
dictate  promotion  by  merit.  We  believe 
that  the  present  regime  of  promotion  in 
the  order  of  employment  was  a  wise  con- 
ception at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  and 
that  it  constituted  the  surest  remedy 
against  favoritism.  It  has,  therefore, 
proved  a  beneficial  means  of  eliminating 
this  injustice  to  the  men  who  were 
more  capable  of  performing  the 
duties  devolving  upon  the  several 
stations  of  employment  than  those 
appointed,  and  who,  as  a  general  prop* 
osition,  were  a  source  of  discord  among 
the  men  with  whom  they  were  em- 
ployed because  of  the  dictatorial  spirit 
they  displayed  at  all  times,  which  arose 
out  of  their  relations  with  the  official  de- 
partments. TO  promotion  in  the  order  of 
employment,  therefore,  may  be  accredited 
much  of  the  harmony  that  exists  among 
the  men.  It  has  shut  out  possibility  of 
placing  inexperienced  men  over  those  of  ex- 
perience.and  has  given  every  man  achance 
to  rise  to  responsible  positions.  But  it  has 
also  been  the  means  of  attracting  to  the 
service  many  men  who  otherwise  would 
never  have  engaged  in  railway  service, 
and  whose  fitness  for  the  work  is  as  for- 
eign as  it  is  possible  to  be.  This  gives 
rise  to  the  question,  have  not  the  railroad 
companies  been  more  seriously  affected 
by  this  influx  of  poor  material,  who  have 
no  natural  aptitude  for  the  work,  than 
they  would  have  been  through  the  em- 
ployment of  a  few  persons  chosen  by 
them  to  fill  the  more  responsible  posi- 
tions? We  unhesitatingly  answer,  no;  be- 
cause upon  the  face  of  the  act  it  discred- 
its every  man  in  the  service  eligible  to 
the  position,  creates  envy,  antagonism 
and  spreads  discord  throughout  the  en- 
tire service,  thus  deranging  the  effective- 
ness of  that  service. 

Modern  conditions  will  no  longer  toler- 
ate favoritism .  Merit  is  becoming  the  only 


basis  of  promotion,  and  common  sense 
teaches  us  that  it  must  sooner  or  later 
prevail  in  every  branch  of  service.  It  is 
the  only  just  system  that  is  fair  to  the 
employe  and  the  employer.  It  is  fair  to 
the  employe  because  it  opens  the  field  to 
competition,  and  thus  brings  out  the  best 
efforts  of  the  men  and  creates  an  ambition 
to  rise.  It  is  a  fair  proposition,  when 
measured  by  some  plan  of  discipline  to 
which  all  alike  are  subject,  and  will  give 
to  the  railways  only  the  best  service, 
which  in  turn  correspondingly  obtains  the 
best  wages. 

There  are  some,  no  doubt,  in  all  organ- 
izations who  would  bitterly  oppose  any 
plan  that  had  for  its  object  the  promotion 
of  men  by  merit,  even  though  measured 
by  the  same  method  of  discipline.  Let  us 
try  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion  for  this 
objection,  if  one  can  be  said  to  exist :  Its 
effect  would  be  to  inspire  better  service; 
break  down  bad  associations  and  habits 
which  tend  to  detract  from  the  social  in- 
fluence of  the  individual,  and  drive  out 
the  drones  who  have  no  further  ambi- 
tions than  to  bide  their  time  until  age  in 
service  lifts  them  into  more  responsible 
positions.  If  there  is  a  moral  objection 
that  can  be  raised  against  this  influence 
we  do  not  know  what  it  is.  "The  survival 
of  the  fittest"  may  be  a  threadbare  argu- 
ment, but  it  is  one  that  all  must  acknowl- 
edge is  the  basis  for  our  advancement.  It 
is  no  respector  of  persons  or  things,  and 
modern  conditions  point  to  its  adoption 
as  the  surest  rule  for  progress. 

It  would  be  a  poor  excuse,  indeed,  for 
any  person  to  decry  the  merit  system  of 
promotion  on  the  ground  that  he  pos- 
sessed less  inclination  to  hustle  than  his 
neighbor,  or,  that  his  negligence  in  all 
that  the  word  covers  should  be  considered 
after  a  long  service,  rendered  by  him.  It 
is  only  fair  to  the  company  he  serves  that 
he  should  be  as  assiduous  as  his  neigh- 
bor and  render  as  good  service  for  the 
same  amount  received,  for  such  service. 

It  may  be  true  that  the  time  is  not  ripe 
for  the  elimination  of  the  present  move- 
ment of  promotion  in  many  places.  The 
belief  may  be  well  founded  that  were  the 
barriers  of  seniority  all  broken  down  that 
favoritism  would  again  take  root  and 
thrive  in  certain  sections.  We  will  not  at- 
tempt to  say  that  it  would  be  generally  ad- 
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visable  at  this  time  to  do  so,  but  it  most 
be  conceded  that  the  spirit  of  progress 
demands  that  no  obstacle  stand  in  the 
way  of  those  striving  to  reach  the  top, 
nor  hinder  the  perfect  working  of  the  ma- 
chinery intended  to  produce  the  best  re- 
sults for  the  railroads.  It  will  be  seen 
that  our  railroads  are  taking  the  initia- 
tive in  this  matter,  and  we  believe  that 
modern  conditions  have  made  it  neces- 
sary. What  is  true  as  good  for  one  branch 
of  the  service  is  evidently  good  for  all, 
and  as  we  have  said,  it  will  only  be  a 
question  of  but  a  few  years  until 
this  necessity  is  recognized  by  every 
railroad  in  the  country,  and  the  merit 
system  will  apply  from  president  to 
brakeman.  What  its  effect  will  be  in  in- 
creasing or  decreasing  the  number  of  un- 


employed time  alone  will  tell;  but  it  ii 
safe  to  assume  that  those  who  shall,  aftei 
an  extended  trial  of  the  merit  system,  bt 
found  "on  the  hummer,"  as  the  unem- 
ployed are  commonly  termed,  will  consti- 
tute as  a  rule  the  callings  and  refuse 
We  believe  that  it  is  only  a  factor  in  tbi 
great  evolution  of  industrial  economy  tc 
perfect  the  only  real  system  of  advance 
ment. 

It  will  open  the  door  to  those  below  ni 
in  rank,  but  it  will  not  serve  out  any  un 
just  awards.  The  scriptural  injunction 
"By  their  works  shall  we  know  them"  is 
but  another  way  of  expressing  the  idea  ot 
the  "merit  system."  Upon  the  fulfillment 
of  this  injunction  depends  our  success  in 
dividually,  collectively  as  members  of  th< 
Order,  and  as  a  nation. 


THE  SPIRIT  OP  AUTHORITY. 


The  gradually  growing  friendly  rela- 
tions between  our  railway  officials  and 
their  employes  forms  a  pleasing  contrast 
to  the  relations  that  existed  only  a  few 
years  since,  and  quite  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  oldest  men  in  train  service 
today.  The  disposition  to  follow  ancient 
customs  in  exercising  authority  and  the 
inclination  to  impress  those  in  subordi- 
nate positions  with  official  superiority 
are  fast  giving  way  under  the  strain  of 
equal  social  and  educational  advantages. 
It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  education 
alone  has  wrought  this  change,  for  the 
first  step  in  search  of  a  precedent  among 
the  most  enlightened  people  of  Plato  and 
Aristotle's  day  disproves  this  and  shows 
that  their  belief  was  that  all  useful  arts 
were  degrading,  and  such  work  as  read- 
ing and  writing  was  assigned  to  slaves. 
To  our  Constitution  may  be  attributed  the 
basic  reason  for  the  existence  of  a  social 
code  that  does  not  recognize  rank  or  title. 
It  is  true  that  social  distinctions  exist, 
but  they  are  not  of  that  nature  that  de- 
mands homage  in  the  sense  that  these 
titles  obtain  in  foreign  countries.  There 
are  no  social  barriers  of  birth  or  title 
here,  and  hence  no  superiority  can  exist 
among  men  that  gives  to  one  autocratic 
power  over  another.  We  do  not  dispute 
the  fact  that  there  are  some  who  lean 


toward  ancient  customs  and  who  would 
if  it  were  in  their  power,  institute  a  des 
potic  form  of  government  over  those  wh( 
serve  them,  but  happily  our  laws  are  oi 
such  a  nature  as  to  chcumsc  ribe  th< 
power  and  control  their  ambitions  t< 
wield  the  sceptre  because  of  their  posses 
sion  of  a  few  millions  of  dollars.  Noi 
is  this  ambition  confined  alone  -to  those 
who  control  their  millions.  It  seems  tc 
be  a  hereditary  hallucination  among  some 
that  so  soon  as  they  are  invested  witt 
supervisory  authority  over  one  man  or  i 
hundred  that  they  must  at  once  assume  i 
spirit  of  autocratic  authority  in  order  t< 
fully  exemplify  the  dignity  of  their  posi 
tion.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  thest 
ideas  were  derived  from  customs  01 
ancient  origin,  which,  if  carried  out  ii 
the  full  spirit  that  they  originally  were, 
would  subject  the  servant's  back  to  the 
lash,  and  the  barbarous  instincts  still 
crop  out  in  spite  of  the  influence  of  social 
equality. 

This  spirit  marked  the  relationship  be 
tween  employer  and  employe  as  late  as 
the  '70's,  when  a  change  here  and  there 
was  observed  which  brought  the  employe 
and  employer  into  closer  relationship. 
The  demand  for  economy  in  every  grade 
of  service  made  it  necessary  that  the 
heads  of  the  several  departments  ac- 
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quaint  themselves  with  every  detail  of 
their  respective  departments.  ■  Some 
adopted  one  method  of  acquiring  this  in* 
formation  and  others  other  methods. 
The  successful  ones  were  those  who 
sought  the  confidence  of  the  men  them- 
selves and  who  asked  the  co-operation  of 
these  same  men.  It  was  here  that  they 
met  on  common  ground  and  considered 
questions  of  mutual  advantage  and  for 
the  advancement  of  a  common  interest. 
It  was  here  that  the  veil  which  had  ob- 
scured the  vision  of  those  who  imagined 
that  autocratic  power  was  all  that  was 
necessary  to  secure  the  best  results  was 
thrown  aside.  The  magic  words  "come 
on  boys"  had  a  far  different  effect  than 
those  previously  heard,  "if  you  don't,  I'll 
give  you  ten  days."  The  magic  words 
carried  with  them  a  spirit  that  breathed 
equality.  It  touched  the  American  heart 
and  spurred  him  to  follow  a  leader  whose 
language  implied,  I  am  your  superior  in 
nothing,  boys,  except  in  name.  I  have 
confidence  in  you  and  I  shall  stand  by 
you  as  you  stand  by  me. 

The  autocrat  who  demands  a  cringing 
subserviency  as  the  price  of  a  loaf  is 
gradually  being  superseded  by  men  of 
broader  minds  who  are  willing  to 
delve  beneath  the  surface  to  accomplish 
their  work,  and  associate  themselves  with 
those  who  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat 
of  their  brow.  How  much  of  a  sacrifice 
does  it  entail  to  lay  aside  the  "ermine" 
now  and  then  and  give  the  boys  to  under- 
stand that  your  interests  are  common? 
'Is  it  repulsive  to  that  sense  of  dignity 
that  reposes  upon  the  belief  that  it  would 
he  to  lose  caste?  Such  ideas  are  not  only 
in  contravention  to  the  spirit  of  our  Con- 
stitution, but  they  tend  to  drag  us  back 
into  the  barbarous  customs  of  the  past 
and  stunt  the  growth  of  progress. 

When  we  look  backward  and  note  the 
steady  ascent  of  those  who  have  made 
their  way  up  from  humble  positions  to 
the  top  round  of  the  ladder,  we  see  in 
nearly  every  instance  a  man  who  has  had 
the  loyal  support  of  the  men  under  him. 
They  have  always  been  willing  to  accord 
to  others  the  same  treatment  that  they 
would  expect  from  them  under  similar 
conditions.  They  were  unstinted  in  their 
praise  where  praise  was  due  and  were 
loth  to  give  voice  to  censure.   If  their 


advancement  was  phenomenal,  as  was  the 
case  with  such  men  as  W.  H.  Canniff  and 
Charles  M.  Hays,  it  was  no  less  deserved 
and  the  respect  and  esteem  in  which  both 
are  held  testify  to  their  willingness  to 
meet  the  men  under  them  on  a  common 
level  and  treat  them  as  equals.  The  true 
spirit  breathes  forth  in  the  address  of 
Mr.  Charles  M.  Heald,  president  of  the 
F,  &  P.  M.,  at  a  banquet  held  in  Chicago 
on  February  10,  and  will  endear  him  in 
the  hearts  of  not  only  his  own  employes, 
but  will  win  for  him  the  esteem  of  every 
employe  in  train  service  in  America.  He 
said: 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  one  point 
which  Mr.  Fish  slightly  touched  upon  in' 
giving  credit  to  the  men  who  have  made 
the  Illinois  Central  what  it  is  today.  I 
desire  to  speak  for  the  men  behind  the 
throttle;  for  the  men  who  shovel  the  coal 
into  the  fireboxt  and  for  the  men  who 
operate  the  trains  and  perform  other 
laborious  and  dangerous  work  which  falls 
to  the  lives  of  men  in  the  train  service  of 
a  railroad.  They  are  the  men  to  whom 
credit  is  largely  due  for  the  success  at- 
tained by  the  Illinois  Central.  They  are 
the  men  who  are  not  represented  at  tbis 
banquet  board  tonight. 

While  Mr.  Heald  was  speaking  chagrin 
was  visible  on  a  number  of  faces,  and  his 
remarks  were  received  in  silence. 

We  will  not  attempt  to  interpret  the 
chagrin  or  silence  referred  to.  The  senti- 
ment uttered  was  a  noble  one  and  spoken 
fearlessly  by  a  man  who  did  not  hesitate 
to  give  credit  to  those  to  whom  it  be- 
longed and  showed  his  appreciation  of 
those  men  he  so  nobly  championed.  It  is 
not  our  purpose  to  draw  a  moral  from 
the  above  nor  soar  into  imaginary 
heights  predicting  a  glorious  future  for 
Mr.  Heald,  through  the  united  apprecia- 
tion of  the  men  under  him  in  all  that 
tends  to  make  a  successful  railroad,  but 
we  will  leave  it  to  common  horse  sense  to 
say  what  influence  such  a  speech  would 
naturally  have  upon  men  who  felt  that 
they  have  such  a  champion. 

That  much  good  has  been  accomplished 
through  the  conferences  with  our  man- 
agements there  is  no  room  for  doubt,  for 
we  have  but  to  refer  to  the  many  happy 
terminations  brought  about  by  our  com- 
mittees of  adjustment  in  their  confer- 
ences with  the  managements  of  our  sev- 
eral railways,  upon  matters  which  have 
been  of  mutual  interest  to  both.   It  is 
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true  we  were  not  always  right  in  onr  de- 
mands, but  we  found  them  at  fault  in 
theory  as  often,  and  the  result  of  these 
common  understandings  was  to  clear  up 
the  atmosphere,  so  to  speak,  and  estab- 
lish a  better  feeling  among  all  concerned. 
These  meetings  have  a  tendency  to  in- 
spire both  with  confidence  in  the  other 
and  call  forth  just  such  expressions  as 
characterized  the  speech  of  Mr.  Heald. 
We  would  therefore  encourage  the  use  of 
any  factor  that  has  a  tendency  to  draw 


the  men  and  the  managements  into  closer 
fellowship.  We  would  encourage  reci- 
procity among  the  men  where  friendly 
assurances  are  given  them  and  urge  them 
to  show  by  every  act,  both  on  and  off 
duty,  that  they  are  deserving  of  praise. 
We  stand  high  in  the  esteem  of  our  man- 
agements as  an  organization,  but  let  each 
one  constitute  himself  an  indispensable 
part  of  a  structure  in  which  there  shall  be 
no  flaw,  and  raise  still  higher. 


AN  ABSURD  SPOTTER  SYSTEM 


Our  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
article  in  Ainslees'  Magazine  from  the  pen 
of  S  H.  Adams,  who  says  that  a  most 
complete  spotter  system  is  in  operation 
on  one  of  our  big  eastern  railroads,  and 
is  composed  of  men  in  every  branch  of 
service,  and  forms  a  perfect  net-work 
around  those  employed,  and  is  patterned 
largely  after  the  secret  service  system  of 
some  of  the  eastern  governments,  pos- 
sibly that  of  Russia  It  says  in  part: 

So  farreaching  and  so  direct,  however, 
are  its  lines  of  communication  that  the 
president  of  the  organization  is  himself 
kept  constantly  informed  of  the  trend  of 
affairs  and  the  changes  of  sentiment  among 
the  employes  of  every  division  and  sub- 
division of  the  whole  railway  system,  and 
that  without  the  knowledge  of  any  other 
persons  but  his  own  specail  corps  of  clerks 
and  secretaries. 

Nobody  but  himself  knows  the  entire 
personnel  of  the  wonderful  service  that 
he  has  perfected.  His  agents  are  drawn 
from  every  branch  of  the  road's  operating 
staff.  They  are  engineers,  freight  brake- 
men,  passenger  trainmen,  conductors, 
signalmen,  yardmen,  station  agents,  track 
walkers  and  even  division  officials. 
Should  that  road  have  a  strike— and 
strikes  are  far  less  likely  to  occur  than 
they  were  before  the  present  system  was 

Eut  into  operation— the  president  will 
ave  detailed  warnings  of  it  from  all  the 
storm  centers  long  before  the  first  mutter- 
ings  find  cautious  utterance  in  the  news- 
papers. 

While  it  also  acts  as  a  defense  against 
thefts  by  employes,  this  system  is  in- 
tended primarily  to  prepare,  so  to  speak, 
a  diary  of  the  disposition,  character, 
working  efficiency  and  sentiments  toward 
the  road  of  the  men  who  constitute  the 
vast  human  machinery  of  the  corpora- 
tion. The  feeling  which  culminates  in  a 
general  strike  is  not  the  result  of  one  act 


alone,  but  a  slow  growth  made  up  of  many 
grievances,  real 'or  fancied. 

To  keep  track  of  the  shifting  mental 
attitude  of  his  employes  is  the  aim  of  this 
railroad  president.  If  a  certain  division 
superintendent  has  made  himself  unpopu- 
lar with  his  subordinates,  information  to 
that  effect  comes  "by  underground  wire" 
to  the  central  office,  and  the  matter  is 
taken  under  advisement.  If  the  newest 
fireman  on  the  road  attempts  to  stir  up 
discontent  by  inflammatory  talk,  his  views 
soon  reach  the  official  ear.  Every  lead- 
ing spirit  in  the  employes'  organization 
is  known  to  the  president,  who  also 
knows  whether,  in  case  of  trouble,  the 
man  is  to  be  reckoned  upon  as  a  conserva- 
tive or  a  radical. 

Sometimes  this  works  out  the  man's 
career  in  a  manner  quite  incomprehen- 
sible to  him.  For  instance,  Night  Watch- 
man Brown  is  shifted  without  cause  that 
he  can  fathom  from  one  division  to  an- 
other. How  should  he  know  that  rumors 
of  trouble  in  that  division  have  reached 
the  presidential  ear,  and  that  he  himself, 
being  down  in  the  president's  little  book 
as  a  speaker  of  weight  and  a  counselor  of 
conservative  methods,  has  been  shifted 
over  to  act  as  unconscious  agent  in  check- 
ing a  dangerous  tendency. 

Some  of  the  admiring  co-workers  of  the 
head  of  this  system  declare  that  in  two 
minutes'  reference  to  his  collected  funds 
of  information  he  can  unroll  the  family 
history  of  the  woman  who  washes  the 
windows  of  car  No.  41144X  and  tell  whether 
in  her  estimation,  he  himself  is  an  op- 
pressor of  the  down-trodden  or  a  perfect 
gentleman. 

Where  so  many  invisible  lines  radiate 
from  the  same  office,  it  is  inevitable  that 
some  of  them  should  cross.  Curious 
complications  result  from  contact  between 
spotters  as  unknown  to  each  other  as 
tney  are  to  those  whom  they  watch. 

Several  years  ago,  at  a  time  of  general 
labor  troubles,  a  certain  railroad  got  no 
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less  than  five  reports  from  its  confiden- 
tial men  informing  them  that  an  employe, 
who  was  several  degrees  higher  in  the 
secret  service  of  the  road  than  any  of 
them,  had  they  but  known  it,  had  been 
making  incendiary  speeches. 

This  was  true.  Matters  had  so  shaped 
themselves  that  the  man  accused  had  to 
appear  as  a  radical  in  order  to  gain  ad- 
mittance to  inner  councils,  where  the  im- 
portant questions  would  be  finally  de- 
cided. To  the  chagrin  of  the  authorities, 
the7  were  obliged  to  transfer  him.  Had 
they  not  done  so  the  suspicions  of  the 
men  who  make  the  reports  would  have 
been  aroused.  That  spotters  should  know 
each  other  as  such  is  held  to  be  highly 
nndesirable.  There  is  always  the  chance 
that  they  might  work  in  conjunction  in- 
stead of  acting  as  checks  on  each  other. 

The  whole  seems  to  us  nothing  but  a 
vivid  piece  of  imagination  and  does  not 
even  appeal  to  ordinary  common  sense. 
To  assume  that  men  could  be  influenced 
to  array  themselves  against  each  other 
to  the  extent  that  they  deny  themselves 
the  right  to  appeal  from  unjust  conditions 
imposed  or  to  meet  in  council  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  their  welfare,  is  ab- 
surd. There  may  exist  an  excellent  sys- 
tem of  discipline  and  the  personnel  of 
the  men  may  be  such  that  mark  them  as 
men  of  character  who  would  scorn  to  do 
a  mean  or  dishonest  act,  and  being  such 
would  expose  any  crimes  that  came  under 
their  notice;  but  to  consider  any  state- 
ment that  has  in  it  such  a  condition  of 
affairs  as  has  been  cited  above  is  logical- 
ly contradictory  to  all  laws  governing 
human  nature. 

That  such  condition  of  affairs  exists  in 
the  government  of  Russia  or  any  other 
country  that  employs  emissaries,  does  not 
signify  that  American  labor  organiza- 
tions are  composed  of  a  class  of  men  who 
threaten  the  peace  of  the  community  nor 


the  lives  of  its  citizens.  American  citi- 
zens are  too  bright  to  be  made  the  sub- 
servient tools  of  any  person  to  weld  the 
shackles  on  their  own  limbs.  Whatever 
sentiment  swayed  the  writer,  he  has  pro- 
duced a  proposition  of  a  most  despicable 
nature  to  those  who  love  freedom.  It 
clearly  embodies  a  method  of  coercion, 
whether  real  or  imaginary,  for  he  says 
that  when  sentiments  are  uttered  that  are 
considered  of  an  inflammatory  nature  the 
person  uttering  them  suddenly  finds  him- 
self shifted  to  another  portion  of  the  sys- 
tem. The  inconsistency  of  this  state- 
ment crops  out  in  the  fact  that  such  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  any  official  would  have 
no  tendency  to  check  complaints  if  there 
were  reasons  for  their  existence,  but  on 
the  other  hand  would  fan  them  into  a 
flame  which  would  do  infinitely  more 
harm  than  to  leave  the  person  in  the  lo- 
cality where  he  belonged.  Moreover,  the 
protective  policy  of  the  several  organiza- 
tions is  such  that  the  shifting  of  one  or  a 
dozen  men  who  had  uttered  complaints, 
would  in  no  wise  effect  a  change,  but  on 
the  other  hand  would  hurry  on  a  revolu- 
tion. 

There  may  be  many  systems  on  which 
a  greater  or  less  number  of  this  contempt- 
ible type  of  human  being  is  employed 
known  as  the  spotter,  but  we  want  it  un- 
derstood that  they  are  not  among  our  Or- 
der nor  our  sister  organizations.  The 
principles  upon  which  our  organizations 
rest,  and  which  have  lifted  us  up  before 
the  world  as  men  of  sterling  worth  as  cit- 
izens, are  not  calculated  to  make  them 
traitors  to  their  own  interests,  nor  force 
upon  themselves  so  degrading  an  occu- 
pation as  that  of  a  spotter— a  Judas 
among  his  brethren.  • 


ANOTHER  BLOW  JU^BD  AT  CIGARETTES. 


The  state  of  Illinois  will  soon,  we  hope, 
have  upon  its  statutes  a  bill  preventing 
the  sale,  or  offering  for  sale,  or  giving 
away  any  cigarettes,  cigarette  papers  or 
substitute  thereof. 

When  we  stop  to  think  of  the  pitiful 
condition  of  thousands  of  our  young 
men,  rendered  physical  wrecks  through 
the  use  of  cigarettes,  we  can  but  wonder 


why  our  christian  leagues  do  not  make 
an  active  campaign  against  them  in  every 
state.  With  the  representation  that  our  Y. 
M.  C.A.'s  have  in  the  United  States  there 
is  no  reason  why  this  evil  should  exist 
with  their  united  support  against  it. 

The  Chicago  Times- Herald  says  with 
reference  to  the  bill  now  pending  before 
The  Illinois  legislature: 
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The  Illinois  Christian  Citizenship 
League  is  making  energetic  efforts  to 
secure  the  passage  of  the  anti- cigarette 
measure  now  pending  in  the  state  legis- 
lature. It  was  introduced  in  the  senate 
by  Senator  Stubble  field,  at  the  request  of 
the  league,  and  is  known  as  Stubblefield 
Bill  No.  97. 

The  bill  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee  on  labor  and  miscellany. 
Representative  Scrogin  introduced  the 
same  bill  in  the  house,  where  it  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  judiciary. 
The  measure  is  exactly  the  same  as 
the  law  now  in  force  in  Tennessee, 
which  has  been  upheld  by  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court.  The  text  of  the 
bill  is  as  follows: 

"For  an  act  to  prohibit  the  sale,  or  offer- 
ing for  sale,  or  bringing  into  the  state  for 
the  purpose  of  sale,  or  giving  away  any 
cigarettes,  cigarette  paper  or  substitute 
thereof,  or  otherwise  disposing  of. 

"Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the 
general  assembly:  It  shall  be  a  misde- 
meanor for  any  person,  firm  or  corpora- 
tion to  sell,  offer  to  sell,  or  to  bring  into 
the  state  for  the  purpose  of  selling,  giv- 
ing away  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any 
cigarettes,  cigarette  paper  or  substitute 
for  the  same;  and  a  violation  of  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  a  mis- 
demeanor,  punishable  by  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  fifty  dollars  ($50)  or  more  than 
two  hundred  dollars  ($200)  for  each  and 
every  offense." 

The  plan  of  the  league  to  push  the  bill 
to  passage  is  to  have  each  member  of  the 
legislature  petitioned  from  his  own  dis- 
trict. This  is  considered  the  best  method, 
as  it  is  believed  that  it  will  make  each 
member  responsible  to  his  own  constitu- 
ents. 


The  same  plan  to  secure  the  passage  of 
this  bill  would,  if  adopted  by  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  of  the  several  states,  soon  secure 
its  passage  in  every  state  and  territory 
in  the  Union.  Our  own  members  are 
ever  ready  to  contribute  their  support  in 
the  suppression  of  those  things  which 
deteriorate  the  health  of  our  men. 

The  pernicious  influence  of  cigarettes 
has  been  noted  upon  men  in  railway 
service  and  has  received  the  condemna- 
tion of  several  companies,  who  will  not 
continue  men  in  service  nor  employ  those 
who  seek  positions  who  are  addicted  to 
their  use.  They  impair  the  intellect  and 
render  the  victim  unreliable  in  emerg- 
ency. In  any  event  they  do  not  contrib- 
ute to  either  health  or  happiness  and 
should  be  entirely  abolished.  We  hope 
our  members  everywhere  will  lend  their 
assistance  toward  the  abolishment  of 
cigarettes  and  thus  destroy  an  evil 
that  affects  not  only  our  men,  but 
which  has  in  many  instances  defiled  the 
lips  of  our  women.  If  there  be  any 
one  thing  that  should  stir  us  to  action 
it  is  the  extent  to  which  this  evil  has  ex- 
tended in  this  latter  connection.  They 
have  very  appropriately  been  termed 
"coffin  nails."  They  are  justly  entitled 
to  the  name.  Let  every  effort  be  extended 
to  lend  assistance  to  those  who  are  striv- 
ing to  abolish  them,  and  feel  that  through 
our  efforts  we  have  removed  the  possi- 
bility of  their  use  in  fastening  the  lid  on 
the  casket  of  our  sons  and  daughters. 


A  CASK  OP  RUB  BARGAIN. 


Without  a  doubt  many  of  our  readers 
have  exhaustively  read  all  that  has  been 
published  relating  to  our  treaty  upon 
which  we  propose  to  grant  the  Cuban 
people  their  independence.  It  is  not  our 
purpose  at  this  time  to  add  any  new 
thoughts  upon  this  matter  nor  to  indulge 
in  criticism  or  comment.  We  felt  free  to 
express  our  views  before  the  matter  be- 
came so  notably  partisan,  but  there  is 
still  enough  of  national  interest  con- 
nected with  it  to  justify  a  brief  review  of 
the  history  of  our  pledge  as  a  people. 

Let  us  take  up  that  memorable  resolu- 
tion passed  by  congress  on  April  20,  1898, 


and  which  met  a  responsive  thrill  in  the 
heart  of  every  American  citizen: 

Whereas,  The  abhorrent  conditions 
which  have  existed  for  more  than  three 
years  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  so  near  our 
own  borders,  have  shocked  the  moral 
sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  a  disgrace  to  christian  civili- 
zation, culminating  as  they  have  in  the 
destruction  of  a  United  States  battle 
ship  with  266  of  its  officers  and  crew, 
while  on  a  friendly  visit  to  the  harbor  of 
Havana,  and  cannot  longer  be  endured, 
as  set  forth  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  his  message  to  congress  of 
April  11,  1898,  upon  which  the  action  of 
congress  was  invited;  therefore, 

Resolved,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of 
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Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  Congress  assembled: 

1.  That  the  people  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free 
and  independent. 

2.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  demand,  and  the  government  of 
the  United  States  does  hereby  demand, 
that  the  government  of  Spain  at  once  re- 
linquish its  authority  and  government  in 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  withdraw  its  land 
and  naval  forces  from  Cuba  and  Cuban 
waters. 

3.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  and 
•empowered  to  use  the  entire  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
call  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States  the  militia  of  the  several  states,  to 
such  extent  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry 
these  resolutions  into  effect. 

4.  That  the  United  States  hereby  dis- 
claims any  disposition  or  intention  to  ex- 
ercise sovereignty,  jurisdiction  or  control 
over  said  island,  except  for  the  pacifica- 
tion thereof,  and  asserts  its  determina- 
tion when  that  is  completed  to  leave  the 
government  and  control  of  the  island  to 
its  people. 

When  the  fourth  resolution  was  under 
debate  the  greatest  stress  was  laid  upon 
the  disinterestedness  of  our  conduct  as  a 
nation,  upon  the  sanctity  of  the  promise 
we  were  making  to  Cuba  and  to  the  world 
at  large.  Magnanimity  was  the  senti- 
ment that  inspired  one  of  the  most  de- 
termined armies  that  ever  marched  to 
victory.  There  was  no  hope  of  reward. 
To  relieve  a  poor  suffering  people  fight- 
ing for  their  liberty  and  independence 
was  the  noblest  of  inspirations  to  our 
boys  in  blue. 

War  followed  almost  immediately  and 
the  Spaniards  were  overwhelmed  and  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  were  suing  for 
peace.  When  the  peace  commissioners 
met  in  Paris  on  December  10  they  formu- 
lated a  treaty  which  was  adopted  by  the 
senate  on  February  6,  1899,  and  in  that 
treaty  Cuba  was  provided  for  as  follows: 
Article  1.  Spain  relinquishes  all  claim 
of  sovereignty  over  and  title  to  Cuba. 

And  as  the  island  is  upon  its  evacua- 
tion by  Spain  to  be  occupied  by  the 
United  States,  the  United  States  will,  so 
long  as  such  occupation  shall  last,  as- 
sume and  discharge  the  obligations  that 
may,  under  international  law,  result  from 
the  fact  of  its  occupation,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  life  and  property. 

Article  16.  It  is  understood  that  any 
obligations  assumed  in  this  treaty  by  the 
United  States  with  respect  to  Cuba  are 
limited  to  the  time  of  its  occupancy 


thereof;  but  it  will,  upon  the  termination 
of  such  occupancy,  advise  any  govern- 
ment established  in  the  island  to  assume 
the  same  obligations. 

There  is  not  a  mandatory  word  to  Cuba 
in  the  treaty,  while  throughout  the  docu- 
ment a  distinction  is  made  between  the 
"relinquishment"  of  that  island  and  the 
"cession"  of  the  others.  Evidently  when 
this  treaty  was  negotiated  the  pledge  and 
purpose  of  the  United  States  to  Cuba  was 
still  for  full  and  unconditional  inde- 
pendence. Whatever  may  have  been  our 
regrets  that  caused  us  to  deviate  from 
the  principles  which  inspired  the  resolu- 
tions, we  had  not  as  yet  recovered  from 
the  pride  we  felt  in  being  hailed  by  every 
nation  of  the  earth  as  a  luminous  ex- 
ample of  the  magnanimity  of  a  free  re- 
public toward  an  oppressed  and  strug- 
gling people. 

After  a  long  occupation  of  nine  months 
by  our  troops  the  people  of  that  island  de- 
mand their  withdrawal  and  the  fulfillment 
of  our  pledge  that  they  may  enjoy  a  gov- 
ernment under  laws  created  by  them- 
selves. The  extent  of  their  freedom  to 
do  this  is  measured  by  the  following  text 
of  the  Cuban  amendment  to  the  army 
bill: 

That  in  fulfillment  of  the  declaration 
contained  in  the  joint  resolution  approved 
April  20,  1898,  entitled  "For  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  the  people  of 
Cuba,  demanding  that  the  government  of 
Spain  relinquish  its  authority  and  gov- 
ernment in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  to 
withdraw  its  land  and  naval  forces  from 
Cuba  and  Cuban  waters,  and  directing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  use 
the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  these  resolutions  into 
effect,"  the  President  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  leave  the  government  and  control 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  to  its  people  so 
soon  as  a  government  shall  have  been 
established  in  said  island  under  a  consti- 
tution which,  either  as  a  part  thereof  or 
in  an  ordinance  appended  thereto,  shall 
define  the  future  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  Cuba  substantially  as  fol> 
lows: 

1.  That  the  government  of  Cuba  shall 
never  enter  into  any  treaty  or  other  com- 
pact with  any  foreign  power  or  powers 
which  will  impair  or  tend  to  impair  the 
independence  of  Cuba  nor  in  any  manner 
authorize  or  permit  any  foreign  power  or 
powers  to  obtain  by  colonization  or  for 
military  or  naval  purposes  or  otherwise, 
lodgement  in  or  control  over  any  portion 
of  said  island. 
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2.  That  said  government  shall  not  as- 
sume or  contract  any  public  debt,  to  pay 
the  interest  upon  which  and  to  make 
reasonable  sinking  fund  provision  for  the 
ultimate  discharge  of  which  the  ordinary 
revenues  of  the  island,  after  defraying 
the  current  expenses  of  government,  shall 
be  inadequate. 

3.  That  the  government  of  Cuba  con- 
sents that  the  United  States  may  exercise 
the  right  to  intervene  for  the  preservation 
of  Cuban  independence,  the  maintenance 
of  a  government  adequate  for  the  protec- 
tion of  life,  property,  and  individual  lib- 
erty, and  for  discharging  the  obligations 
with  respect  to  Cuba  imposed  t>y  the 
treaty  of  Paris  on  the  United  States,  now 
to  be  assumed  and  undertaken  by  the 
government  of  Cuba. 

4.  That  all  acts  of  the  United  States 
in  Cuba  during  its  military  occupation 
thereof  are  ratified  and  validated,  and  all 
lawful  rights  acquired  thereunder  shall 
be  maintained  and  protected. 

5.  That  the  government  of  Cuba  will 
execute,  and  as  far  as  necessary  extend, 
the  plans  already  devised,  or  other  plans 
to  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  for  the  sani- 
tation of  the  cities  of  the  island,  to  the 
end  that  a  recurrence  of  epidemics  and 
infectious  diseases  may  be  prevented, 
thereby  assuring  protection  to  the  people 
and  commerce  of  Cuba,  as  well  as  to  the 
commerce  of  the  southern  ports  of  the 
United  States  and  the  people  residing 
therein. 

6.  That  the  Isle  of  Pines  shall  be 
omitted  from  the  proposed  constitutional 
boundaries  of  Cuba,  the  title  thereto 
being  left  to  future  adjustment  by  treaty. 


7.  That  to  enable  the  United  States  to 
maintain  the  independence  of  Cuba,  and 
to  protect  the  people  thereof,  as  well  as 
for  its  own  defense,  the  government  of 
Cuba  will  sell  or  lease  to  the  United 
States  lands  necessary  for  coaling  or 
naval  stations  at  certain  specified  points, 
to  be  agreed  upon  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

8.  That  by  way  of  further  assurance 
the  government  of  Cuba  will  embody  the 
foregoing  provisions  in  a  permanent 
treaty  with  the  United  States. 

fe  Let  us  strip  these  terms  of  flowery  rhet- 
oric and  look  at  them  in  cold  English  and 
then  decide  if  they  are  the  offspring  of 
that  memorable  resolution  of  April  20, 
1898. 

1.  Supervision  of  all  foreign  treaties. 

2.  Control  of  Cuba's  finances  and 
credit. 

3.  Indefinite  right  of  intervention. 

4.  Dictation  by  the  United  States  in 
matters  pertaining  to  sanitation. 

5.  Omission  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  from 
the  delimitation  of  Cuba's  boundaries. 

6.  Sale  or  leasing  of  lands  to  the  United 
States  for  naval  and  coaling  stations. 

Of  course  there  is  nothing  within  these 
demands  that  we  ought  not  to  have.  We 
agree  that  they  are  for  the  best  interests 
of  our  country;  but  of  however  much  im- 
portance they  may  be,  we  cannot  condone 
our  conscience  that  we  ought  to  break 
our  faith  with  this  people.  We  have 
"traded  horses,"  and  it  is  too  late  to  rue 
bargain. 


ILLEGAL-  OPERATION  OF  mr\FL.OYf\mHT  BUREAUS. 


The  report  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  state  of 
New  York  for  1900  contains  the  statement 
that  despite  the  agitation  of  the  New 
York  press  no  change  for  the  better  has 
taken  place  in  the  pernicious  practices  of 
the  so-called  employment  bureaus  of  that 
state,  but  on  the  contrary,  evil  influences 
have  been  augmented,  and  the  wrongs 
emanating  from  same  have  been  very 
much  intensified.  It  further  says  that 
prosecution  has  availed  nothing,  for  they 
are  operating  just  as  they  did  before  at- 
tention was  called  to  their  evil  prac- 
tices. 

When  we  are  called  to  look  upon  exist- 
ing evils  of  this  nature  we  naturally  look 
not  only  for  the  cause  that  inspires  their 


existence,  but  for  the  reason  that  they 
are  allowed  to  exist.  It  is  evident  in  the 
first  instance  that  they  are  inspired  by 
pecuniary  gain,  or  they  would  not  con- 
tinue to  do  business  in  violation  of  the 
law,  and  after  penalties  had  been  as- 
sessed by  that  law.  It  is  evident  in  the 
second  instance  that  their  continued  con- 
tempt of  that  law  is  either  evidence  of  its 
lack  of  enforcement  or  that  it  is  inade- 
quate to  quell  the  evil.  The  latter  propo- 
sition seems  to  our  mind  to  embody  the 
principal  reason  for  their  existence,  and 
upon  the  municipal  government  may  be 
safely  laid  the  blame  for  all  the  suffering 
and  injustice  that  results  from  their  opera- 
tions. The  commissioner  gives  an  illus- 
tration and  consequent  effects  of  a  method 
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of  dishonest  advertising,  which  seems  to 
call  for  the  exercise  of  more  thorough 
police  power,  if  not  a  more  drastic  law. 
He  says: 

One  of  the  employment  agencies  in  this 
city  has  a  very  unique  method  of  promot- 
ing business.  An  advertisement  will  be 
inserted  in  a  Sunday  edition  of  one  or 
more  newspapers,  stating  that  there  is  a 
vacancy  open  for>a  housekeeper  or  a  posi- 
tion of  equal  grade.  The  advertisement 
is  so  worded  as  to  appear  to  emanate 
from  a  private  employer.  In  answer  to 
this  advertisement,  numerous  letters  are 
sent  to  box  so  and  so,  uptown  or  down- 
town, as  the  case  may  be,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  and  Tuesday  mornings,  a 
"lady,"  the  representative  of  the  employ- 
ment agency,  collects  the  letters  sent  in 
answer  to  the  advertisement.  When  those 
letters  are  brought  to  the  agency,  a  noti- 
fication is  sent  out  to  each  party  who  an- 
swered the  advertisement,  telling  her  to 
call  at  a  certain  number  and  street.  Even 
this  request  is  so  disguised  as  to  lose  all 
evidence  of  the  business  nature  of  the  in- 
stitution sending  out  the  communications. 
As  each  person  arrives  at  the  office,  she 
is  registered,  for  which  a  dollar  is 
charged.  She  is  told  that  her  reference 
will  be  investigated,  and  if  satisfactory, 
she  will  obtain  the  position;  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  net  income  from  any  one 
Sunday's  advertisement  under  this  pet 
scheme  amounts  to  between  $125  and  $150. 
Of  course  there  was  never  a  vacancy  of 
the  kind  advertised  for  which  was  to  be 
filled  by  the  proprietor. 

The  laws  now  in  force  in  the  city  of  New 
York  provide  that  the  registration  fee 
charged  by  bureaus  operating  in  that  city 
shall  be  returned  within  thirty  days  if 
satisfactory  employment  is  not  found  for 
the  applicant.  The  enforcement  of  this 
law  does  not  appear  to  be  taking  much  of 
the  time  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  pro- 
tect innocent  persons  from  being  gulled 
by  a  lot  of  sharks,  who  style  themselves 
an  employment  bureau.  While  it  is  true 
that  the  existence  of  these  concerns  can- 
not be  said  to  affect  us  directly  as  an  or- 
ganization, we  do  claim  that  our  love  of 
humanity  and  justice  is  appealed  to  in 
every  instance  where  abuses  are  heaped 
upon  those  who  are  seeking  for  employ- 
ment to  obtain  means  to  provide  for  those 
dependent  upon  them.  The  characteris- 
tic generosity  of  railroad  men  is  equaled 
only  by  their  spirit  of  justice  for  the  op- 
pressed, and  any  act  in  contravention 
thereof  among  the  members  of  the  labor 
family  calls  forth  their  condemnation. 


The  extent  of  the  evil  arising  out  of  the 
operation  of  so-called  employment 
bureaus  may  be  better  understood  by 
quoting  the  commissioner,  who  says: 

So  many  were  the  abuses  of  the  em- 
ployment intelligence  agencies  through- 
out the  state,  and  so  notorious  were  they, 
that  Governor  Theodore  Roosevelt,  in  his 
message  to  the  legislature,  1900,  recom- 
mended the  state  supervision  of  intelli- 
gence agencies  as  a  remedy  for  such 
abuses.  Along  the  line  of  the  governor's 
recommendation,  there  was  introduced  a 
bill  known  as  the  Ford-Kelsey  bill  in  the 
senate  and  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  keeping  of  employment 
agencies  in  cities  of  the  first  and  second 
class,  where  fees  are  charged  for  procur- 
ing employment  or  situations." 

This  bill  was  of  such  a  character  as  to 
merit  the  endorsement  of  many  reputable 
employment  agents  in  Greater  New  York, 
who  realized  the  abuses  complained  of 
and  were  desirous  of  having  such  abuses 
abolished.  Large  bodies  of  citizens 
throughout  the  state  approved  of  the  bill. 
The  labor  organizations  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  the  Unversity  Settlements, 
Social  Reform  Club,  Church  Temperance 
Society,  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul, 
Catholic  Total  Abstinence  Union,  Church 
Society  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Con- 
dition of  Labor,  Society  of  Ethical  Cul- 
ture, United  Charities,  United  Hebrew 
Charities,  Employment  Bureau  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Church,  New  York  Bap- 
tist Preachers'  Meeting,  and  the  New 
York  Methodist  Preachers'  Meeting,  en- 
dorsed the  bill.  It  was  also  highly  com- 
mended by  Right  Reverend  H.  C.  Potter, 
Bishop  oi  New  York;  Reverend  Doctor 
Slicer,  Reverend  Alexander  P.  Doyle,  and 
Bishop  Doane,  of  Albany.  Since  then 
the  principles  of  the  act  have  been  em- 
bodied in  the  state  platform  of  the  repub- 
lican party. 

The  Ford-Kelsey  bill  was  passed  unani- 
mously in  the  Assembly;  after  being 
amended  in  the  Senate  it  was  impossible 
to  have  it  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Cities  in  that  body,  and  it  remained 
there  when  the  Senate  adjourned. 

While  the  foregoing  is  confined  strictly 
to  the  city  of  New  York  it  must  not  bo 
understood  that  this  is  the  only  place 
where  such  conditions  exist.  These  ne- 
farious concerns  are  finding  a  foothold 
wherever  labor  in  any  great  numbers  is 
seeking  for  employment.  They  are  para- 
sites who  take  away  the  last  crust  and 
render  the  needy  destitute.  Our  efforts 
might  be  extended  very  worthily  in  fight- 
ing these  illegal  concerns  wherever  we 
find  them  existing. 
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THE  INFLUENCE 

Railroad  men  are  generally  understood 
as  being  an  irreverent  class,  who  have 
but  little  or  no  veneration  for  things  di- 
vine. While  it  is  true  that  as  a  class  they 
do  not  constitute  any  considerable  sup- 
port, spiritually,  to  any  of  the  denomina- 
tions, they  are  far  from  being  irreverent. 
For  some  reason  there  seems  to  be  a  lack 
of  assimilation  between  their  work  and 
that  of  the  church,  but  away  down  deep 
within  every  man's  heart  we  find  the  ten- 
derest  of  human  sympathies  and  the  nob- 
lest of  virtues — charity. 

We  will  not  attempt  to  plead  these  as  a 
justifiable  reason,  however,  against  the 
charges  that  we  are  lax  in  attending 
church,  nor  will  we  here  discuss  church- 
going  from  a  religious  point  of  view,  but 
we  will  say  for  church-going  that  it  stim- 
ulates a  healthy  sentiment  that  cannot  be 
aroused  elsewhere.  We  produce  here- 
with an  excerpt  from  Hearst's  Chicago 
American  on  the  subject  of  church-going 
which  possesses  some  convincing  truths 
and  is  at  the  same  time  within  the  boun- 
daries of  our  province  to  produce : 

Going  to  church  is  not  any  mere  .matter 
of  "morality,"  or  "good  •  conduct,"  or 
"setting  a  good  example."  It  is  a  useful 
and  important  part  of  life.  If  it  be  true, 
as  alleged,  that  church  attendance  is  dy- 
ing out  in  America,  as  in  France,  that  is 
a  very  bad  thing  for  the  country.  There 
is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  urging  church 
attendance  on  those  who  attend  church 
now. 

Men  will  tell  you  that  they  do  not  at- 
tend church,  but  they  are  "as  good  as 
t  heir  neighbors  who  do. "  Others  will  tell 
you,  justly,  that  it  is  better  to  act  Chris- 
tianity and  fail  in  its  forms  than  to  do  the 
reverse.  Still  others  declare  that  the  en- 
tire earth  is  God's  temple,  and  that  he 
who  spends  an  hour  of  Sunday  contem- 
plating God's  power  in  His  woods,  or  His 
fields,  is  as  good  a  Christian  as  he  who  at- 
tends church  most  regularly. 

All  this  is  apart  from  the  question. 

The  religious  instinct  in  man  is  his 
highest,  and  it  is  that  instinct  which  ac- 
counts for  his  progress. 

All  men  save  the  unreasoning  and  ego- 
tistical egotist,  will  admit  that  our  wel- 
fare demands  that  our  religious  instincts 
shall  be  encouraged  and  cultivated.  It  is 
the  atmosphere  of  the  church  that  arouses 
and  maintains  the  religious  feeling  in 
man. 

The  woods  and  the  fields  encourage 
thought  and  inward  devotion.  The 
church,  the  congregation,  the  outward 


OP  THE  CHURCH. 

forms  of  religion  stimulate  religious  feel- 
ing and  spread  among  men  intensity  of 
devotion. 

The  word  is  true  and  impressive  which 
says : 

"Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  to- 
gether in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the 
midst  of  them." 

God's  strongest  agency  in  the  ruling  of 
His  creatures  is  association.  Wherever 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together,  the 
feeling  which  animates  them  is  multiplied 
in  strength  by  two  or  three  at  least,  and 
oftener,  by  two  or  three-  hundred.  The 
gregarious  instinct,  with  men  as  with 
God's  minor  wards,  the  ants  and  bees,  is 
the  strongest  instinct,  and  the  most 
fruitful  of  good  results. 

You  stand  alone  and  dwell  on  patriotic 
thoughts.  You  may  think  that  alone  you 
are  as  good  a  patriot  as  it  is  possible  to- 
be. 

The  man  who  does  not  go  to  church 
may  think  that  away  from  church  he  is  as- 
good  a  man  and  as  good  a  Christian  as  it 
is  possible  for  him  to  be. 

But  both  are  mistaken. 

Let  the  former  mingle  in  a  crowd  greet- 
ing soldiers  returning  from  war.  His 
soul  is  set  on  fire  by  the  enthusiasm  of 
those  about  him.  Every  cry  of  patriotic 
joy  that  reaches  his  ears  calls  forth  a  pat- 
riotic response.  Alone,  he  is  mildly  a 
patriot. 

•In  a  great  crowd,  recognizing  with  his- 
fellows  the  beauty  of  national  devotion, 
he  is  an  ardent  enthusiast,  and  he  finds 
that  he  has  absorbed  earnest  feelings 
that  transform  his  character,  and  make 
of  his  former,  solitary  patriotism  a  mere 
sham  and  shadow. 

Of  the  man  who  does  not  attend  church 
the  same  may  be  said. 

By  himself,  he  imagines  that  he  realizes 
the  goodness  of  the  Creator.  He  thinks 
that  he  feels  the  force  of  religious  devo- 
tion. But  let  him  mingle  with  a  devout 
congregation,  and  he  finds  that  his  for- 
mer mood  was  one  of  supine,  character- 
less generalization. 

The  atmosphere  of  the  church  to  the 
Christian  is  like  the  atmosphere  of  parad- 
ing troops  to  the  patriot.  One  man's  de- 
votion fires  the  man  next  to  him.  The 
earnest  mood  of  the  congregation  fires, 
inspires  and  instructs  the  clergyman. 

Association  in  religion  is  the  mostjm- 
portant  factor,  next  to  divine  inspiration. 
Association  among  men  is  the  key  to  all 
progress,  as  among  bees  and  ants. 

If  we  wish  to  strengthen  and  perpetu- 
ate the  religious  emotions,  we  must  at- 
tend church,  strengthen  churches,  en- 
courage clergymen,  and  emphasize  each 
of  us  in  our  own  person  the  value  of  re- 
ligious feeling.   Is  religion  an  important 
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factor  in  human  life— is  it  an  essential 
factor  in  life? 

We  shall  take — not  the  testimony  of  an 
ardent  believer— bnt  the'  testimony  of  a 
reverent  agnostic,  estimating  the  power 
of  religion  on  purely  historical  and  accu- 
rate grounds,  not  on  the  grounds  of  sen- 
timent. 

This  quotation  is  from  Ernest  Renan : 
"Disastrous  to  Reason  the  day  when 
she  should  stifle  religion.  Our  planet,  be- 
lieve me,  is  toiling  at  some  mighty  task. 
Do  not  pronounce  rashly  upon  the  inutil- 
ity of  such  and  such  of  its  parts;  do 
not  say  that  it  is  needful  to  suppress  this 
wheel -work,  which  seems  only  to  thwart 
the  play  of  the  others.  Nature,  which 
has  endowed  the  animal  with  an  infalli- 
ble instinct,  has  put  into  humanity  noth- 
ing deceptive.  From  his  organs  you  may 
fearlessly  infer  his  destiny.  Est  Deus  in 
Nobis.  Religions  are  false  when  they  at- 
tempt to  prove  the  infinite,  to  define  it,  to 
incarnate  it  (if  I  may  may  so  speak);  but 
they  are  true  when  they  affirm  it.  The 
greatest  errors  they  import  into  that  af- 
firmation are  nothing  compared  to  the 
value  of  the  truth  which  they  proclaim. 
The  simplest  of  the  simple,  provided  he 
practice  heart  worship,  is  more  enlight- 
ened as  to  the  reality  of  things  than  the 
materialist  who  thinks  he  explains  every- 
thing by  chance  or  by  finite  causes." 

We  have  written  this  for  those  who  do 
not  attend  church,  and  we  hope  some  will 


read  it  fairly  and  think  of  it.  Ours  is  an 
organization  based  upon  a  motto  that  de- 
rives its  inspiration  from  those  same 
truths  propounded  in  God's  sacred  tem- 
ple, but  they  lose  their  effectiveness  when 
we  continuously  absent  ourselves  from 
our  councils.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
all  institutions  whose  purpose  is  to  inspire 
within  us  noble  thoughts  and  deeds. 

If  the  few  excerpts  from  the  Holy  Writ 
which  constitute  the  foundation  of  some 
of  our  societies  are  such  an  inspiration 
for  noble  and  glorious  deeds  of  chivalry 
and  pure  beneficence,  why  should  not  our 
attendance  at  church  be  rewarded  man- 
ifoldly by  hearing  a  more  extended  dis- 
course upon  the  same  truths? 

While  we  are  in  search  of  that  inspira- 
tion that  affords  to  us  a  better  means  of 
promoting  interest  in  our  Order,  let  us 
not  forget  that  the  atmosphere  of  the 
church  will  more  surely  furnish  that  en- 
thusiasm than  any  other.  Its  influence 
spreads  through  life,  diverges  in  every 
'direction  and  penetrates  every  condition. 
It  carries  its  cheerful  influence  into  our 
homes  and  inspires  us  with  purer 
thoughts,  not  only  around  our  own  fire- 
side, but  with  the  world  at  large. 


AN   IMPRUDENT  RECOMMENDATION. 


The  action  of  Rear  Admiral  Sampson 
in  denying  promotion  to  Charles  Morgan, 
the  gallant  gunner  on  the  cruiser  New 
York,  on  the  ground  that  he  is  not  fitted 
by  birth  for  the  social  standing  such  po- 
sition would  give  him,  is  received  by  us 
common  people  with  dim  understanding. 
Of  course  the  admiral  claims  to  have 
been  connected  with  other  things  that 
we  do  not  understand  as  well,  but  with- 
out attempting  to  take  sides  against  the 
arguments  he  brought  to  bear  to  prove 
without  precedent  that  he  was  in  the 
game  at  Santiago  and  entitled  to  the 
lion's  share  of  the  spoils,  we  are  trying  to 
get  it  through  our  heads  how  with  such 
precedents  as  are  afforded  in  the  cases  of 
Admiral  O'Neill,  Sampson's  successor; 
Captain  Dyer,  who  commanded  the  Balti- 
more at  Manila,  who  was  a  short  time  ago 
retired  as  a  Rear  Admiral;  Admiral  Hich- 
born;  Admiral  Melville  and  others  who 


were  promoted  and  rose  through  sheer 
merit,  that  he  can  at  this  time  find  ground 
to  deny  Charles  Morgan's  application  to 
the  position  of  ensign. 

Perhaps  this  arbiter  elegantiarum,  as 
he  has  been  called,  sees  a  necessity  in  the 
evolution  of  naval  warfare  for  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  requisite  for  a  commissioned 
officer— one  of  the  Oscar  Wilde  type,  for 
instance.  Of  course  we  are  not  capable 
of  judging  just  how  great  an  influence 
esthetics  would  have  in  modern  warfare, 
nor  to  what  extent  drawing  room  chivalry 
could  be  adapted  in  engagements  such  as 
our  modern  engines  of  war  have  been  in. 
But  they  must  be  a  matter  of  first  con- 
sideration if  they  are  to  stand  ahead  of 
professional  ability,  gentlemanly  bearing 
and  technical  education. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  these  are  his  indorsements  : 

"Navy Yard, 'Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  14.  In- 
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dorsement  1 :— Respectfully  forwarded  to 
the  Navy  Department  for  its  considera- 
tion: 

"2.  Mr.  Morgan  has  good  professional 
ability.  He  also  has,  which  distinguishes 
him  from  most  other  warrant  officers,  a 
gentlemanly  bearing.  If  he  were  to  be 
commissioned  as  an  ensign  he  would 
probably  compare  favorably  both  profes- 
sionally and  in  personal  conduct  and 
bearing  with  other  officers  of  that  grade, 
as  far  as  his  technical  education  would 
permit. 

"3.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
not  find  it  necessary  to  take  advantage  of 
the  authority  which  I  understand  is  to  be 
granted  him  to  appoint  a  certain  number 
of  warrant  officer  s  to  the  grade  of  ensigns. 

"While  it  is  true  that  these  men  are  se- 
lected from  a  large  class  of  men  of  very 
unusual  ability,  which  distinguishes  them 
as  perhaps  the  professional  equals  of 
their  officers  as  far  as  their  technical  ed- 
ucation stands,  it  is  also  true  that  they 
are  recruited  from  a  class  of  men  who 
have  not  had  the  social  advantages  that 
are  a  requisite  for  a  commissioned  officer. 

"It  is  submitted  that  in  time  of  peace 
the  navy's  function  consists  to  a  certain 
extent  of  representing  the  country 
abroad,  and  it  is  important  that  the  navy's 
representatives  should  be  men  of  at  least 
refinement.  While  there  are  perhaps  a 
certain  few  among  the  warrant  officers 
who  could  fulfill  this  requirement,  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  vast  majority  of 
them  could  not. 

"Once  they  are  commissioned,  they  will 
have  the  same  social  standing  as  other  of- 
ficers, and.  no  distinction  properly  could 
be  made  in  extending  general  invitations. 
The  consequences  that  would  arise  from 
their  acceptance  might  not  redound  to 
the  credit  of  the  navy  or  the  country 
which  the  navy  represents. 

"I  do  not  mean  to  detract  from  the  ster- 
ling worth  of  the  warrant  officers  of  the 
navy.  I  merely  mean  to  suggest  to  the 
department  that,  unfortunately  for  them, 
they  have  been  deprived  of  certain  natural 
advantages,  and  in  consequence  their 

6 roper  place  is  that  of  leading  men  among 
le  crew,  and  not  as  representatives  of 
the  country  in  the  wardroom -and  steer- 
age. 

"4.  I  request  that  this  may  be  brought 
to  the  personal  attention  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  W.  T.  Sampson, 

"Rear  Admiral  U.  S.  N.,  Commandant." 

The  Philadelphia  North  American,  in 
speaking  of  the  right  he  assumes  to  lay 
down  the  social  laws  which  should  gov- 
ern the  American  navy,  says  : 


One  of  the  things  that  distinguish  Ad- 
miral Sampson  from  Napoleon  is  that  the 
latter  thought  an  army  and  navy  were 
primarily  designed  for  fighting  purposes: 
therefore  Napoleon  removed  all  artificial 
bars  from  the  pathway  of  talent,  and  in 
consequence  had  the  brains  of  all  France, 
instead  of  the  brains  of  a  class  of  France, 
at  his  service. 

It  was,  we  believe,  an  Austrian  royal 
personage  who  held  that  "mankind  be- 
gins with  a  baron."  The  Sampson  notion 
is  that  mankind  begins  with  an  Annapo- 
lis graduate.  He  is  quite  right,  of  course, 
in  believing  that  it  is  desirable  that  the 
United  States  should  be  represented 
abroad  by  gentlemen  who  have  had  "so- 
cial advantages"  and  possess  "refine- 
ment," but  after  all  a  man  who  knows 
how  to  fight  well  and  bows  badly  is  to  be 
preferred  in  the  American  navy.  And  is 
Admiral  Sampson  quite  sure  that  even  he 
himself  fills  the  social  bill  for  which  he 
pleads?  Is  it  not  thinkable  that  foreign 
potentates  and  nobles  and  navy  officers 
feel  the  same  distaste  for  him  that  he 
does  for  warrant  officers?  The  Admiral 
is  of  the  humblest  origin,  despite  the 
aristocratic  soul  which  swells  his  chest  in 
the  sight  of  earth  and  heaven.  His  father 
was  a  day  laborer,  and  he  himself  did  odd 
jobs  before  he  went  to  Annapolis.  Is  it 
not  possible  that  the  Old  World  Samp- 
sons in  their  hearts  refuse  to  consider 
four  years  at  a  naval  school  sufficient  to 
polish  away  these  hideous  facts  and  trans- 
form the  peasant  into  a  gentleman  ?  To 
them,  tried  by  his  own  code,  the  refined 
Admiral  Sampson,  with  all  his  later  so- 
cial advantages  and  refinement,  may  seem 
but  a  gent.  And  for  other  reasons  than 
these  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  Admiral 
Sampson  is  just  that,  and  a  particularly 
small  and  ridiculous  specimen  of  the 
class  besides.  It  is  a  mortification  to  the 
country  to  have  a  man  of  such  intellect- 
ual limitations  and  such  undemocratic 
prejudices  in  high  command  in  the  re- 
public's navy. 

The  press  is  inclined  to  condone  the  ac- 
tion of  Admiral  Sampson  on  the  ground 
that  he  is  in  ill  health.  We  condone  with 
them,  and  are  willing  that  the  spirit 
should  extend  back  far  enough  to  cover 
the  engagement  at  Santiago,  but  we  don't 
want  to  see  any  laurels  torn  from  the 
brow  of  those  who  won  them,  nor  see  our 
gallant  gunners  turned  down  because  they 
can't  bow  as  politely  as  some  Anna- 
polis production. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  usual  greetings  of  the  New  Year  have  more 
significance  than  usual,  in  that  they  are  accom- 
panied by  "and  best  wishes  for  the  'New  Cen- 
tury.'"and  we  are  led  to  ask:  What  of  the  New 
Century?    What  of  the    New    Year?     As  a 
most  notable  event,  and  one  prophetic  of  what  we 
may  expect  the  future  to  bring  our  cause,  we  be- 
lieve the  questions  merit  the  most  careful  study. 
The  benefits  which  it  aims  to  secure,  are  not  for 
the  few.  but  for  every  member.  It  follows,  then, 
that  since  every  member  will  share  its  benefits, 
every  member  will  be  asked  to  share  its  responsi- 
bilities. As  much  ability  is  required  to  carry  on. 
as  to  originate  an  enterprise.  All  great  work  de- 
pends on  organized  co-operation:  a  wide  range  of 
knowledge  of  interests  is  better  than  a  narrow  one. 
We  are  bound  together  by  that  which  in  organiza- 
tion affairs  is  even  stronger  than  material  inter- 
ests: The  test  of  sentiment,  the  test  of  common 
interest  and  of  common  aspirations.  We  recog. 
nize  all  these  members,  have  become  as  one  fami- 
ly, that  their  good  is  ours,  and  that  our  strength  is 
theirs.  They  have  freely  given  their  support  to 
a  cause  which  they  must  have  considered  and  be- 
lieved to  be  just.  What  has  this  cause  done  for  us? 
It  has  widened  our  horizon.  It  has  broadened  our 
views.  It  has  made  us  charitable.  It  has  made  us 
fraternal.   It  associates  us  in  the  intimacy  of 
mutual  hard  work.  Whatever  strengthens  the 
mind,  whatever   broadens  the  vision,  or  in- 
tensifies  our  interests,  is  a  source   of  cult- 
ure.   Not  since  the  inception  of  the  Ladies' 
Auxiliary  has  there  been  such  activity  partic- 
ipated  in  by  such  numbers.    Relations  such 
as  these  are  becoming  more  numerous  and  marked 
every  year,  and  who  will  deny  they  are  full  of  hope 
for  our  cause.  Whatever  may  be  said  in  favor  of 
the  Auxiliary  work,  it  has  never  failed  in  its  pur- 
pose when  properly  executed.  Time  was  when  it 
was  feared  as  an  enemy  to  the  home.  To  day  it  is 
recognized  as  the  friend,  the  benefactor  of  the 
home.  The  relation  of  the  Auxiliary  to  the  Order 
of  Railway  Conductors  is  often  misjudged.  As 
Brothers  and  Sisters  we  should  mutually  assist 
each  other  in  our  work.  The  Auxiliary  work  is  no 
experiment.  The  most  progressive  Divisions  of 
the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  have  used  their 
Influence  to  assist  the  wives  to  Organize,  andlthe 


mutual  experience  is  all  become  better  and 
more  useful  by  reason  of  the  influence  of  these 
associations,  their  accomplishments  have  been  sur- 
prising, the  more  complete  the  co-operation  the 
greater  the  results.  There  is  much  for  us  to  do— 
the  future  is  full  of  Auxiliary  duties  and  opportu- 
nities. There  is  no  longer  any  room  for  doubt  as 
to  the  course  which  should  be  taken  by  those  who 
are  to  bring  these  Orders  nearer  to  their  perfec- 
tion. In  our  efforts  to  meet  the  demands  upon  our 
cause,  we  will  strain  to  the  utmost  all  its  resources. 
The  results  of  its  influence  are  to  be  seen,  and 
stands  as  a  monument  to  the  zeal  and  devotion  of 
our  members. 

The  wives  who  devote  themselves  to  the  busi- 
ness of  conducting  things  satisfactorily  at  home, 
have  proven  their  worth  in  public  work  also.  Not 
content  with  present  attainments.'  she  steps  forth 
with  dignity,  believing  she  need  not  hold  her  ef- 
forts wholly  within  her  home,  if  they  are  not  all 
needed  there.  The  associations  of  the  Auxiliary 
work  has  been  strengthened  andlbroadened  by  the 
interchange  of  ideas  to  strengthen  and  increase 
the  influence  of  the  home.ls  Whatever  accrues  to 
the  benefit  of  woman,  whatever  advances  her  in- 
fluence, uplifts  the  home.  It  does  not  seem  too 
much  to  expect  a  larger  growth— a  greater  devel- 
opment. The  conditions  are  most  favorable.  We 
urge  all  conductors'  wives  in  America  to  give  the 
Auxiliary  subject  careful  consideration.  One  of 
our  Orders  meets  in  every  city.  Is  a  conductor's 
wife  interested  enough  to  use  her  influence  to  se- 
cure a  charter  list  ?  A  copy  of  our  laws.lexplain- 
ing  conditions,  will  be  forwarded  to  any  address 
requested,  and  any  information  not  pertaining  to 
our  work  will  be  cheerfully  given.  Ask  yourself : 
Is  this  my  part  in  the  work  of  uniting  the  interests 
of  the  conductors'  wives  of  Ameriea?  In  answer 
to  the  questions :  "What  of  thel'New  Century  ?' " 
"What  of  the  'New  Year  ?' "  let  us  answer  for  our 
Order:  It  shall  be  a  century  of  combination, 
whose  privileges  shall  be  a  priceless  heritage.  Let 
us  set  our  faces  to  the  future,  and  take  up  the 
march  of  progress. 

The  Advisory  Board  awarded  the  medal  to  Como 
Division  No.  96  of  St.  Paul.  Minn.  Denver  Division 
No.  23.  of  Denver.  Colo.,  was  second,  and  Banner 
Division  No.  6.  of  Toledo.  O..  was  third  in  the  con- 
test. I  am.  fraternally.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Moore.  G.  P. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Auxiliary  No.  128  is  prospering.  We  gave  our 
first  ball  on  Thanksgiving  evening,  which  proved 
a  great  success  and  added  a  nice  sum  to  onr  treas- 
ury. We  have  been  giving  teas  at  the 
homes  of  the  different  members,  and  they  have 
been  enjoyable  as  well  as  profitable  affairs.  Our 
officers  for  the  year  1901  are:  Pres..  Emma  Corey: 
V.-P..  Dora  Wolf:  S.  and  T„  Catherine  Sullivan:  S. 
S..  Sadie  Crawford;  J.  S..  Isabelle  Healey;  Guard. 
Ida  King:  Ex.  Com..  Jennie  Straulman.  Julia  Judd. 
Nannie  Read;  Correspondent,  Isabelle  Healey; 
Ins.  Agent.  Julia  Judd:  Delegate.  Kittie  Pond:  Al- 
ternate. Emma  Corey. 

On  the  first  meeting  in  January  our  installation 
took  place,  our  ex-president.  Sister  Jones,  acting 
as  Grand  President.  Sister  Dick  as  Grand  Secre- 
tary. Sister  Gould  as  Grand  Marshal.  A  great 
many  homes  have  been  visited  by  sickness  this 
winter;  the  grippe  has  been  very  prevalent  in  this 
community.  I  was  pleased  to  see  a  nice  letter 
from  116.  Newton.  Kansas.  As  a  few  of  us  are  ac- 
quainted with  some  of  the  members  of  116.  we  were 
interested  in  our  neighbor  Auxiliary.  I  think 
holding  installation  with  our  Brother  workers,  the 
O.  R.  C.,  as  the  Sister  mentioned,  a  clever  idea,  and 
well  worth  emulating. 

I  will  close  with  good  wishes  to  all  sister  Auxil- 
iaries and  success  to  the  O.  R.  C. 

Dodge  City.  Kan.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  48  held  their  election  of  officers,  and 
this  meeting  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  by  this 
Division.  The  best  material  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
chairs  for  1901.  and  with  the  great  interest  the  new 
officers  display  for  our  gain  and  good  we  are  bound 
to  prosper,  for  our  new  President  and  her  co- 
workers don't  know  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"fail";  always  ready  to  extend  to  all  the  greatest 
of  all.  sweet  charity.  Ob.  how  much  good  we  can 
do  if  we  only  make  an  effort.  What  greater  field 
can  be  given  us?  Look  around  and  go  to  those 
that  are  in  trouble,  that  need  your  assistance. 
Nothing  can  elevate  the  Order  more  than  to  con- 
fine ourselves  to  our  motto.  "Charity.  Truth  and 
Friendship."  The  expression  that  our  motto  rep- 
resents is  sublime.  Some  may  say,  "My  church 
work  is  all  I  can  do."  Sisters.  God  says  in  His 
holy  book,  let  your  light  so  shine  that  you  will 
glorify  your  Father  in  Heaven.  That  means  to  go 
outside  of  your  own  church:  do  good  by  the  way- 
side. 1  am  proud  to  say  our  little  band  of  Sistets' 
hearts  all  beat  in  unison,  always  ready  to  respond 
to  a  call  of  mercy.  Our  work  will  show  for  itself. 
We  don't  need  any  symbol  but  our  good  work.  I 
can't  understand  why  so  many  conductors'  wives 
refuse  to  join  tbe  Order.  Are  you  asbamed  of  the 
Order  your  husband  belongs  to?  Shame !  I  am 
astonished.  It  has  been  said  by  a  few  thoughtless 
women  that  the  Order  did  not  represent  the 
best  element  of  woman.  Oh.  Sisters.  God  have 
mercy  on  youl  You  surely  don't  understand 
or  know  the  Order,  with  its  sweet  sim- 
plicity and  grandeur  of  expression  of  all  that  is 
good  and  elevating  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 
To  me  it  represents  the  old-time  aristocracy, 
when  all  were  good,  each  one  trying  to  show  her 


true  blood  by  her  daily  walk  and  conversation  and 
good  deeds  of  kindness  to  one  and  all.  Sister,  are 
you  a  christian?  If  so.  why  don't  you  join  the 
Order  and  help  make  it  good?  We  need  you  in  our 
work.  It  will  then  encourage  your  husband.  Don't 
he  carry  his  insurance  for  your  benefit?  Then 
can't  you  reconsider  and  help  make  him  happy? 
We  have  one  dear  little  Sister  here  in  Chattanooga 
that  her  husband  has  just  received  $3,000  for  disa- 
bility. Don't  you  know  she  is  happy  to  know  she 
is  a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  to  the  O.  R.  C.  Yes. 
indeed,  she  is.  It  makes  us  less  selfish.  The  same 
may  come  to  you.  then  you  will  regret  and  have  a 
remorse  of  conscience  for  not  having  done  your 
duty,  to  join  the  Order  and  help  tbe  good  work 
along: 

Our  new  officers  are:  Pres..  Mrs.  J.  B  Capehart: 
V.  P..  Mrs.  J.  A.  Stone:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  R.  B.  Stegall; 
S.  S..  Mrs.  J.  G.  Marton:  J.  S..  Mrs.  J.  B.  McAHsten 
Ch'm  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  W.  T.  Capehart;  Sub.  Ins. 
Agt..  Mrs.  Peter  Gorman:  Correspondent.  Mrs.  B. 
F.  Griffiths:  Guard.  Mrs.  F.  B.  Scroggins;  Musician. 
Mrs.  Thomas:  General  Roustabout  and  Maid-of- 
all-work.  Mrs.  Louise  Oliver. 

I.  feel  honored,  for  Auxiliary  48  is  the  only  one 
that  has  the  distinction  of  this  office,  which  is  of 
great  importance.  Our  installation  of  Division 
148  and  Auxiliary  48  was  a  grand  success.  Every- 
one gets  better,  and  I  will  say  to  those  that  missed 
it.  they  have  reasons  to  be  sorry.  All  acquitted 
themselves  in  a  commendable  style.  After  the 
exercise  was  over  at  the  ball  we  were  told  to  fall 
in  line  and  follow  the  chairman  of  tbe  entertain- 
ment committee.  Brother  B.  F.  Griffiths,  who 
knows  his  business  to  perfection.  He  should  be 
retained  in  that  office,  for  he  is  the  right  man  in 
right  place.  We  walked  two  blocks  to  get  to  tbe 
hotel  where  the  banquet  was  served  in  Delmonico 
style  by  one  of  onr  best  caterers  of  tbe  city.  The 
menu  was  first-class,  and  served  in  a  delightful 
style.  The  tables  were  loaded  with  all  the  deli- 
cacies of  the  season.  All  vote  Brother  Griffiths  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  hard  work  and  the  great 
interest  he  takes  in  the  Order.  Sisters,  extend 
thanks  to  your  Brother.  Brother  and  Sister  Grif- 
fiths are  fine  entertainers  and  know  bow  to 
make  their  guests  happy,  which  was  proven  on 
New  Year's  Eve.  Well,  a  large  company  was  in- 
vited to  their  hospitable  home  to  watch  the  old 
year  out  and  the  new  year  in.  as  well  as  the  new 
century.  We  were  most  cordially  greeted  by 
Brother  and  Sister  Griffiths'  cheerful  words,  filled 
with  that  expression  of  true  love  for  all  their 
guests,  that  is  like  sweet  perfume  and  have  a 
meaning  that  only  a  few  realize.  There  is  nothing 
so  pleasant  in  this  world  as  the  feeling  of  one  that 
is  remembered.  The  influence  of  such  a  gather- 
ing is  grand.  The  evening  was  spent  in  pleasant 
conversation  and  music,  and  best  of  all.  Brother 
Stone  gave  a  few  readings  in  his  best  style,  which 
were  select  and  well  chosen,  to  the  gratification  of 
all.  His  readings  were  filled  with  pathos— tragedy 
and  comedy.  Just  as  tbe  midnight  bells  were 
ringing  the  nineteenth  century  out  we  were 
ushered  into  the  dining  room  and  the  view  that 
greeted  our  eyes,  words  cannot  express— a  most 
delightful,  gorgeous  sight:  a  banquet  that  would 
delight  Prince  Albert.  To  say  we  enjoyed  it  does 
not  express  it.  After  all  was  over  we  departed  for 
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our  homes.  Such  hearty  greetings  and  congratu- 
lations stirred  the  winter  frost  and  made  a  very 
deep  impression  on  all.  Brother  and  Sister  Mar- 
ton's  entertainment  was  a  before-the-war  supper, 
which  means  something  elegant.  I  am  told  by 
those  who  participated  in  those  magnificent 
dinings  that  their  equal  could  not  be  found  outside 
of  an  old  planter's  mansion.  Well,  it  was  dupli- 
cated by  Brother  and  Sister  Marton.  and  to  me  it 
was  a  grand  treat.  The  menu  was  very  elaborate 
and  it  was  served  in  exquisite  style.  The  pleas- 
ures of  the  evening  were  music,  and  a  novelty  was 
introduced,  to  guess  the  weight  of  a  live  donkey 
that  was  tied  in  the  yard.  The  fun  was  great. 
The  one  that  missed  the  farthest  had  to  ride  it 
two  blocks,  and  then  the  fun  began.  You  can 
guess  how  easy  it  was  to  ride,  but  after  a  time  he 
rode  it.  The  supper  was  a  grand  success.  Thanks 
for  the  big  red  apple.  Hope  it  will  be  repeated  at 
some  future  date.  Speaking  of  reformation  and 
the  temperance  question:  No  one  dislikes  intem- 
perance and  dissipation  to  excess  more  than  I  do. 
but  when  woman  unsexes  herself  and  gets  so 
masculine  and  does  what  Mrs.  Nation  has  done  it 
will  cause  more  evil.  Teach  your  children  the  use 
of  everything,  and  not  the  abuse.  As  a  matter  of 
course  we  cannot  indorse  her  work,  much  as  we 
may  sympathise  with  her  hatred  of  the  saloon. 
Violence  breeds  violence.  A  reformation  based 
on  force  cannot  be  permanent.  Auxiliary  48  ex- 
tends best  wishes  to  all.  Mrs.  Louise  Oliver. 
Chattanooga.  Tenn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  137  had  its  annual  election  of  officers 
and  re-elected  most  of  our  former  officers,  which 
proves  how  smoothly  things  are  working  with  us. 
We  have  for  President.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Honeycutt;  V. 
P..  Mrs.  F.  J.  Davenport:  S.  S..  Mrs.  Wm.  Purcell: 
J.  S..  Mrs.  Fred  Wood:  S.  and  T„  Mrs.  Ed  Hum- 
phrey: Guard.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Wyman:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs. 
John  Dougan.  Mrs.  Annie  Coffey  and  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Davis:  Sub.  Ins.  Ag't.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Wyman:  Corre- 
spondent. Mrs.  Hugh  McCranie. 

Deputy  Grand  President.  Sister  Ingram,  of  Fort 
Worth,  was  with  us  for  inspection  on  that  day  and 
complimented  us  very  highly,  but  I  am  not  going 
to  tell  everybody  what  she  said.  She  is  proud  of 
us.  'cause  she  said  so.  We  likewise  reciprocate 
her  feeling.  She  is  so  gentle  and  sweet.  I  am 
afraid  Brother  Ingram  would  become  jealous  if  he 
knew  how  dearly  we  love  her.  We  had  onr  instal- 
lation on  the  19th  inst.  We  planned  a  joint 
public  installation  with  Division  262.  which 
we  carried  out  to  a  finish,  including  a  fine 
musical  program,  with  but  one  single  event 
to  mar  our  happiness— the  absence  of  our 
beloved  President,  on  account  of  serious  sick- 
ness in  her  family.  Don't  ask  about  262's  part:  they 
played  us  a  "dirty  Irish  trick."  They  realized  how 
far  superior  our  work  was  to  theirs  and  slipped  out 
and  had  the  electric  lights  turned  off  just  before 
their  turn  came  to  finish  up  the  program.  Of 
course  they  couldn't  install  in  the  dark,  so  we 
wended  our  way  homeward,  weak  from  fasting, 
and  hunted  up  the  cupboard  for  a  cold  potato  and 
pickle.  We  had  anticipated  something  in  the  way 
of  a  spread,  and  went  prepared  to  do  full  justice 
to  the  occasion,  with  above  results.  They  have 


not  installed  yet  (waiting  for  business  to  drop  off. 
so  they  say). 

-  We  have  had  quite  a  lot  of  serious  sickness 
among  our  members;  none  fatal,  however.  We 
are  doing  some  excellent  work,  not  only  among 
ourselves,  but  among  deserving  outsiders:  reliev- 
ing their  .wants  as  best  we  can  and  lightening 
their  burdens  somewhat,  which  tends  to  make  us 
happier.  We  have  never  failed  at  an  undertaking 
yet.  regardless  of  the  numerous  drawbacks  that 
we've  had  to  contend  with.  We  give  them  the 
"high-ball"  and  "run  light"  to  next  meeting  point. 
I  guesB  I  had  better  side-track  and  allow  Brother 
Humphrey  to  pass  up  the  line.  We  elected  Sister 
Honeycutt  as  delegate  to  St.  Paul,  with  Sister 
Purcell  as  alternate,  either  of  which  you  good 
Sisters  up  there  will  find  to  be  "what  the  doctor 
ordered."  I  will  introduce  them  later. 

We  wish  all  to  understand  that  Auxiliary  137  is 
not  playing  Rip  Van  Winkle.  Since  our  installa- 
tion we  have  added  the  names  of  two  noble  little 
Sisters  to  our  list,  of  whom  we  are  justly  proud. 
They  are  Sisters  Prickett  and  Myrick,  and  the* 
rode  "dat  goat"  as  seriously  as  the  occasion  de- 
manded. Great  animal,  ours!  Mrs.  Lee  Wilson 
was  to  have  been  initiated  with  them,  but  sickness 
prevented:  however,  we  hope  to  have  her  with  us 
at  next  meeting.  Perhaps  it  was  lucky  for  us  not 
to  have  had  three  candidates  at  once:  our  crani- 
um s  are  becoming  enlarged  so  rapidly,  anyway, 
'twould  have  been  certain  to  have  affected  us 
more  or  less.  At  present  we  are  exerting  our- 
selves somewhat  in  an  effort  to  gather  together  a 
sufficient  number  of  "plunks"  to  show  our  dele- 
gate a  good  time  in  St  Paul.  We  have  a  snug  little 
sum  on  hand,  but  just  like  to  keep  the  wheel  turn- 
ing to  prevent  getting  out  of  practice-or  money. 
Sister  Humphrey  contributed  quite  liberally 
toward  the  good  cause  in  the  way  of  a  valentine 
tea.  which  proved  a  grand  success  both  financially 
and  socially.  Then  we  had  a  surprise  candy  pull- 
ing at  Sister  Clements'-a  rousing  success,  soci- 
ally. Take  137  as  a  body  and  show  us  someone  else 
who  can  have  more  fun!  Sister  Wood  entertained 
us  yesterday  with  a  "swell"  at  home,  to  meet  her 
sister.  Mrs.  Hess.  On  account  of  sickness  your 
scribe  missed  it.  I  am  now  planning  some  way  to 
get  even.  There  is  something  wrong  with  that 
apparatus  called  the  weather  bureau;  we  have  not 
been  rained  on  for  some  time. 

We  are  delighted  to  have  our  beloved  President 
with  us  once  more  after  a  fearful  siege  of  scarlet 
fever  in  her  family.  Sister  Barton's  little  girl  has 
recovered  from  a  severe  attack  of  pneumonia. 
We  are  blessed  with  good  health  among  our  mem- 
bers now.  If  this  letter  should  collide  with  its 
predecessor  it  would  produce  a  "double-header." 
which  we  oppose  bitterly  down  here  in  Texas,  and 
-then-I  guess  I'd  get  "my  time."  Sister  Mac. 

Cleburne.  Tex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Another  year  and  century  has  passed  away.  Our 
election  and  installation  of  officers  is  over.  Special 
credit  is  due  the  retiring  officers,  as  they  have 
been  prompt  and  faithful,  consequently  the  meet- 
ings were  well  attended.  The  following  officers 
were  installed.  Sister  Collins  acting  as  installing 
officer.  Sister  Riley  as  Grand  Secretary  and  Sister 
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Dallas  as  Grand  Marshal  of  Auxiliary  No.  96,  of 
McKees  Rocks.  Pa.:  Pres..  Mrs.  J.  A.  Ody:  V.P.. 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Motheral:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  John  Rine- 
hart:  S.  S..  Mrs.  Lena  Albright:  J.  S..  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Leech;  Guard.  Mrs.  John  Davis.  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Naser,  Mrs.  Charley  Gray  and  Mrs.  Henry  Font; 
Sub.  Agt.  Ins..  Mrs.  Win.  Bresbin;  Corresponding: 
Secretary.  Mrs.  Philip  Moonly;  Delegate.  Mrs.  H. 
L.  Reign:  Alternate  Mrs.  Philip  Moonly:  Pianist. 
Mrs.  W.B.  Rice;  Link-Work  Officers:  Charity,  Mrs. 
J.  W.  McQuiston:  Truth.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Rambo: 
Friendship.  Mrs.  Philip  Moonly:  Banner-Bearer. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Mell. 

Sisters,  with  the  new  year  let  us  all  start  with  a 
determination  to  make  this  a  successful  year.  We 
can  if  we  will,  for  we  all  know  character  doth  ever- 
more proclaim  itself  by  or  against  our  will;  by 
every  act  of  our  lives  we  make  known  to  the  world 
what  manner  of  person  we  are.  As  a  woman 
thinketh,  so  is  she.  Are  we  awake  to  the  grandeur 
Involved  in  the  fulfillment  of  our  obligation? 
Humanity  needs  sympathy,  comprehension,  wis- 
dom, and  love,  and  the  price  of  these  qualities  is 
far  above  rubies.  Look  for  what  is  good  and 
strong.  Honor  that,  rejoice  in  it,  and  your  own 
faults  will  drop  off  like  dead  leaves  when  their 
time  comes.  We  all  know  better  what  we  should 
do  than  we  are  given  to  do. 

A  little  boy  on  being  asked  how  he  learned  to 
skate,  replied:  "Oh.  by  getting  up  every  time  I 
fell  down."  Therein  lies  the  secret  of  success. 
The  successes  and  prosperity  of  a  Division  or 
Auxiliary  depends  upon  every  individual  member, 
whether  in  official  position  or  a  private  within  the 
ranks.  Sisters,  let  each  and  every  one  of  us  feel 
that  we  are  a  part  of  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  The 
Auxiliary  belongs  to  us  and  upon  us  depends  the 
fulfilling  of  its  destiny.  We  are  to  steer  its  course, 
spread  its  sails  and  conduct  it  safely  through  the 
tempests  and  calms  of  life  to  the  desired  haven. 
Then,  let  us  work  for  its  success;  talk  about  its 
object  to  wives  of  conductors;  prevail  on  the 
worthy  to  join  us:  make  the  meetings  social  and 
interesting;  show  to  all  that  we  are  in  earnest  in 
the  work  and  prosperity  will  surely  be  the  result. 
The  union  meeting  held  under  the  auspices  of 
Auxiliaries  9.  24.  57.  96  and  112.  Jan.  24  and  25  was 
a  decided  success  from  every  point.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  entertaining  three  of  our  Grand  Offi- 
cers, namely.  Grand  President  Sister  J.  H.  Moore, 
Grand  Secretary  Sister  W.  B.  Higgins.  and  Grand 
Senior  Sister  B.  F.  Wiltse.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  President  Sister  Ody.  of  Auxili- 
ary 9,  by  an  address  of  welcome,  responded  to  by 
Grand  President  Sister  Moore.  Visiting  Sisters 
were  present  from  Auxiliaries  3. 46. 88. 5. 112. 96. 57. 
24. 40. 6  and  50.  In  the  afternoon  inspection  of  Di- 
vision 9  by  the  Grand  President  took  place.  A 
very  able  and  instructive  address  was  delivered 
and  we  felt  that  all  who  listened  to  the  words  of 
wisdom  and  advice  would  feel  encouraged  and  try 
and  work  more  and  more  to  make  the  Auxiliary 
one  of  the  best  Orders  in  the  state.  The  next 
day's  meeting  was  held  in  McKees  Rocks.  Pa. 
After  the  opening  ceremony,  which  was  conducted 
by  Auxiliary  96.  the  officers  of  Auxiliary  9  took  the 
chairs  and  exemplified  the  initiatory  work.  Auxili- 
ary 57  the  ballot  and  Auxiliary  24  conducted  an  elec- 
tion of  officers.  A  parliamentary  drill  and  ques- 


tion box  and  insurance  took  up  a  good  part  of  the 
time.  Auxiliary  112  closed  the  meeting.  In  the 
evening  a  reception,  public  installation  and  ban- 
quet was  given  in  the  same  hall,  to  which  the 
Brothers  were  invited.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Brother  G.  W.  Miller.  Brother  McQuigen.  Brother 
J.  A.  Ody  and  Brother  Over  cash,  of  Division  172. 
who  paid  quite  a  compliment  to  the  Auxiliary, 
saying  in  part  that  the  Auxiliary  was  to  the  O.  R. 
C.  what  Eve  was  to  Adam,  that  something  was 
lacking  until  God  created  women,  and  so  with  the 
O.  R.  C;  it  only  needed  the  Auxiliary  to  make  the 
O.  R.  C.  a  success.  And  so  we  might  mention  a 
host  of  other  good  Brothers  who  know  what  good 
the  Auxiliaries  are  doing,  if  space  would  only  per- 
mit. Sister  J.  A.  Reinhart.  in  behalf  of  the  Divi- 
sion, presented  each  of  the  Grand  Officers  with  a 
bouquet  of  carnations,  our  emblematic  flower. 
Sister  Moore  responded  in  her  usual  able  manner. 
On  February  18  Division  314  entertained  Auxiliary 
No.  9  and  their  husbands.  The  evening  was  very 
pleasantly  passed  in  playing  progressive  euchre. 
An  elaborate  lunoh  was  served,  and  at  a  late  hour 
we  took  our  departure,  feeling  that  we  had  never 
experienced  a  more  enjoyable  time.  I  wish  all 
Brothers  and  Sisters  a  very  happy  and  prosperous 
New  Year.  Mrs.  Philip  Moonly. 

Pittsburg.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  2  has  duly  installed  its  officers,  and 
they  have  already  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel. 
The  President  is  Carrie  Mitchell:  V.  P..  Louise 
Stevens:  S.  S..  Anna  Sanderson;  J.  S..  Kate  Good- 
win; S.  and  T..  Lillie  Church:  Ch'm.  Ex.  Com.. 
Matilda  Walker;  Guard.  Hannah  Blatchley;  Organ- 
ist, Matilda  Walker:  Delegate,  Anna  Sanderson; 
Alternate.  Matilda  Walker;  Banner  Bearer.  Mary 
Smith. 

Our  Auxiliary  is  small,  but  thrifty.  A  great 
many  of  the  members  are  distant  ones.  Lately 
we  have  received  inspiring  and  enjoyable  letters 
from  India  Fessler.  Blue  Mound.  Ind.,  Lulu  Kidd 
Momence.  111..  Mary  Stewart.  Urbana,  111..  Bertha 
Tolley.  Logan  sport,  Ind.,  Sarah  Courier.  Frank- 
fort. Ind.,  Anna  Smith.  Studgart.  Ark..  Freda 
Englet,  Chicago.  111.  We  are  always  so  pleased  to 
hear  from  them,  and  wish  they  might  favor  us 
oftener. 

Announcement  was  received  of  the  arrival  of  a 
young  conductor  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Courier,  of  Frankfort.  We  have  done  very  little 
socially  this  winter,  but  we  have  made  a  good  be- 
ginning and  decided  that  our  enjoyable  time  at 
Sister  Blatchley 's  should  be  only  a  forerunner  of 
many  for  this  year.  Mas.  L.  M.  Stevens. 

Danville,  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

On  January  2,  Division  7  and  Ladies'  Auxilary 
No.  87  held  a  joint  installation  of  officers,  when  the 
following  were  installed  officers  of  Division  7:  J. 
E.  Archer.  S.  C;  N.  D arrow.  A.  C.  C;  J.  M.  Mam- 
sey.  S.  and  T.;  J.  C.  Williams.  S.  C:  J.  S.  Thaw. 
J.  C:  J.  Huff.  I.  S.;  G.  Foley,  O.  S.  Division  No. 
87  installed  the  following:  Mesdames  J.  S.  Thaw 
president;  Thomas  Ferguson,  vice  president:  M.  C. 
Giles,  secretary  and  treasurer:  W.  J.  Hoover,  jun- 
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lor  sister:  J.  C.  Williams:  senior  sister:  G.  O. 
Clark,  guard;  G.  W.  Shearer,  correspondent.  The 
exercises  were  intespersed  with  music.  The  visi- 
tors were  made  to  feel  welcome  by  a  few  well 
chosen  remarks  from  one  of  the  members  of  Divi- 
sion 87— an  eloquent  address  from  Mrs.  P.  A.  Noble 
of  Palestine.  Chief  Conductor  Archer  cave  a  very 
flattering  report  of  the  doings  of  the  Order  in 
Texas  and  in  Houston.  Brother  J.  J.  Donovan,  in- 
stalling officer  for  Division  No.  7.  closed  the  exer- 
cises with  a  few  complimentary  remarks,  after 
which  a  sumptuous  banquet  was  served  in  the  ad- 
joining hall.  The  tables  were  beautifully  decorated 
with  white,  green  and  red.  the  colors  of  our  Order. 

I  announce  with  pride  the  rapid  success  our 
Auxiliary  has  made  during  the  past  year.  Meet- 
ings have  been  well  attended,  the  members  fully 
appreciating  the  advantages  gained  therefrom. 
I  regret  to  note  that  some  of  our  Sister  Auxiliaries 
have  been  criticised  for  non-interest  in  the  work. 
Ice  cream  socials,  afternoon  teas.  etc..  are  all  in 
order— very  pleasant  and  agreeable,  but  I  think  it's 
unfair  to  say  only  such  things  tempt  the  members 
out.  Arouse  yourselves.  Sisters,  to  an  active,  per- 
sistent interest !  Untiring  in  your  purpose,  you 
will  surely  succeed  in  the  upbuilding  of  your  Aux- 
iliary, which  will  be  a  pride  not  only  to  yourselves 
but  to  our  beloved  Order.  Let  us  each  one  say  we 
will  be  second  to  none.  As  our  meetings  are  a 
pleasure,  socially,  and  a  benefit,  morally,  they 
unite  us  more  closely.  As  we  are  so  nearly  situ- 
ated in  the  same  position,  each  one  realizing  the 
same  anguish  in  the  other's  heart,  regarding  the 
perils  of  a  railroad  life.  As  a  slight  token  of  ap- 
preciation for  her  efficient  service  as  secretary, 
and  also  for  the  fairness  and  impartiality  as  presi- 
dent, the  Sisters  of  Auxiliary  No.  87  took  Sister 
Shearer  by  surprise,  on  December  20,  and  present- 
ed her  with  an  Auxiliary  pin  emblematic  of  our 
Order,  which  was  accepted  in  the  same  sweet,  dig- 
nified way  which  has  characterised  her  in  the  past. 
To  the  Brothers  of  Division  7  we  feel  highly  com- 
plimented by  their  recognition  of  our  worthiness, 
and  fully  appreciate  their  resolution  of  thanks  ex- 
tended to  us.  One  word  before  I  close  in  behalf  of 
our  world-wide  known  Empire  State:  A  more 
beautiful  State  would  be  hard  to  find,  and  one  with 
more  beautiful  women  harder  still.  All  hail  to 
Texas !  The  land  of  plenty:  the  genial  climate: 
the  hospitable  people.  We  love  the  Lone  Star  State 
—our  sunny  Empire  State— where  the  jassimine 
and  magnolia  bloom,  with  no  fear  of  frost  or  snow! 

Houston.  Texas.  Mas.  T.  I.  Waiters. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

As  Sister  Shafer  has  arrived  at  her  terminal  I 
will  take  out  the  run  for  1901.  providing  they  do  not 
countermand  my  orders.  On  January  9th  Sister 
Long,  assisted  by  Sister  Geasy.  installed  our  new 
officers.  After  installatidn  refreshments  were 
served,  which  were  highly  appreciated  by  the  Sis- 
ters present.  Much  credit  is  due  onr  retiring  offi- 
cers for  their  faithful  attendance  and  good  work 
during  their  term  in  office.  Brother  Downs,  of  Di- 
vision 187.  has  been  confined  to  his  home  for  the 
past  three  weeks  with  grippe.  We  hope,  to  see  him 
on  duty  in  the  near  future.   We  also  extend  con- 


gratulations to  Sister  and  Brother  Rayall.  on  ac- 
count of  the  arrival  of  a  little  conductor.  On  Janu- 
ary 11.  Sister  Shafer  went  to  Jersey  Shore  and  in- 
stalled the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  A  ban- 
quet was  held  in  the  evening.  She  reports  this 
Auxiliary  increasing,  At  onr  last  meeting  we  had 
one  addition  to  our  membership— Sister  Drum. 
There  are  a  number  of  O.  R.  C.  wives  who  ought 
.to  come  and  join  our  ranks,  and  if  they  knew  how 
anxious  Billy  was  to  take  them  a  ride  they  would 
not  hesitate  a  moment.  Now.  Sisters,  let  us  all  get 
to  work  and  make  this  year  a  grand  success.  In 
looking  through  The  Conductor  I  see  they  are 
trying  to  pass  a  law"  for  all  letters  to  be  shorter 
than  heretofore.  That  will  just  suit  the  scribe  of 
Division  8.  and.  I  dare  say.  of  Division  187  also. 

On  Peb.  7  Auxiliary  8  went  to  Snydertown  and 
was  royally  entertained  at  the  parental  home  of 
Sister  Shafer.  After  a  bounteous  dinner,  the 
ladies,  like  in  their  youthful  days,  enjoyed  them- 
selves coasting  down  the  bill.  One  of  onr  Broth- 
ers seemed  particularly  fond  of  the  amusement 
also,  only  he  did  not  like  the  idea  of  soiling  hisnew 
patent  leather  kicks.  Our  sick  Brothers  have  all 
reported  for  duty  with  the  exception  of  Brother 
Downs,  and  be  expects  to  manipulate  the  punch  in 
about  a  week,  after  being  off  duty  seven  weeks. 
There  was  a  union  ball  on  Feb.  22  to  defray  a  small 
expense  that  was  contracted  by  the  different 
Brotherhoods,  and  they  were  very  successful. 
Wishing  all  O.  R.  C.  Divisions  and  their  Anxil-  . 
iaries  God-speed,  I  close  by  extending  an  invitation 
to  all  Sisters  to  visitus.     M as.  Harry  Riddle. 

Sunbury,  Pa. 

a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

On  the  evening  of  January  5.  1901,  Auxiliary  No. 
79.  with  the  members  of  Division  No.  8.  held  a  joint 
installation.  After  the  installation  remarks  were 
made  by  Brother  P.  H.  Keefe.  Past  Chief  Conduc- 
tor, followed  by  others.  Sister  Pitts  presented  our 
retiring  president  with  a  lovely  bouquet  as  a  slight 
token  of  appreciation  of  the  good  work  done  by 
her  for  our  Order  in  the  past  years.  We  were  all 
delightfully  entertained  by  Miss  Anna  Cleary.who. 
in  her  pleasing  way,  gave  us  two  entertaining  reci- 
tations, after  which  supper  was  served  in  the  din- 
ing ball.  Most  excellent  music  was  furnished  dur- 
ing the  evening  by  Rochester  Symphony  Orches- 
tra. 

Looking  backward  we  can  see  our  Order  has 
prospered,  both  financially  and  socially.  Many 
new  members  have  been  added  to  onr  number,  and 
others  are  on  the  way.  The  annual  ball  held  last 
November  was  well  attended  and  enjoyed  by  all 
present.  At  present  many  of  our  members  are  on 
the  sick  list:  we  miss  their  familiar  faces  from  our 
meetings:  but  our  circle  has  not  been  broken  by 
death,  although  many  of  our  members  have  been 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  some  loved  one. 
and  our  Order  deeply  sympathizes  with  all  thus 
bereaved.  Sister  Troan  and  family  have  removed 
from  our  midst.  We  miss  a  faithful  Sister,  an 
earnest  worker:  but  our  loss  is  another's  gain.  We 
wish  them  prosperity  and  happiness,  in  their  new 
home. 
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Having  now  entered  upon  a  new  year,  tbe  ques- 
tion comes  before  us :  What  can  we  do  for  our  Or- 
der? How  increase  its  membership?  How  best 
promote  its  social  interest?  If  each  one  of  us 
would  make  it  a  personal  duty  to  work  for  and 
with  their  Order,  remembering  "in  union  there  is 
strength."  much  good  might  be  accomplished:  and 
as  it  is  but  a  short  time  before  tbe  Grand  Division 
meets  we  should  be  up  and  doing  in  order  to  show 
not  what  we  have  done  but  what  we  are  now  doing. 

Rochester.  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Eva  G.  Shults. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

So  much  is  being  said  against  the  home  for  aged 
and  infirm  conductors  that  it  seems  as  though  it 
would  not  be  at  all  advisable  to  establish  such  an 
institution.  The  principal  objection  seems  to  be 
that  while  the  conductor  individually  would  be 
cared  for,  his  family  would  be  left  without  the  nec- 
essary means  of  subsistence,  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided for.  The  cost  of  a  home  would  extend  into 
thousands  of  dollars,  and  the  maintenance  of  tbe 
same  would  require  the  annual  expenditure  of  a 
large  sum  of  money.  Why  not  estimate  what 
would  be  the  approximate  cost  of  maintaining 
such  a  home,  and  then  pay  to  each  worn  out  con- 
ductor every  month  the  sum  that  it  would  take  to 
keep  him  in  the  home.  In  this  way  tbe  cost  of  the 
home  would  be  done  away  with  as  well  as  the  cost 
of  its  maintenance:  the  conductor  would  have  the 
society  and  companionship  of  his  family  in  his  de- 
clining years:  and  the  family  would  have  the  wise 
counsel  and  mature  judgment  to  assist  them  in  the 
strenuous  life  we  are  living  to-day. 

Clayton,  111.  Mas.  A.  H.  Brooks. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

No.  84,  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  elected  and  installed  the 
following  officers :  President.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Hartel: 
vice  president.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Kinch:  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Tracy:  senior  sister.  Mrs.  L. 
J.  Bailey:  junior  sister.  Mrs.  R.  GiSord; guard,  Mrs. 
P.  J.  Wagner:  chairman  executive  committee.  Mrs. 
J.  P.  Powers:  correspondent,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Bailey:  in- 
surance agent.  Miss  E.  B.  Tracy:  delegate,  Mrs.  J. 
H  Hollis:  alternate.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Kinch. 

The  president  is  very  anxious  in  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  this  Auxiliary,  as  well  as  the  entire 
Brotherhood  and  their  Auxiliaries,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  we,  the  members  of  this,  our  home 
Auxiliary,  give  her  our  hearty  support. 

The  correspondent  has  been  away  and  returns  to 
find  one  of  our  Sisters  mourning  the  loss  of  her 
husband.  Brother  Benjamin.  Some  of  our  Sis- 
ters seem  to  think  there  has  been  no  object  in 
view  to  work  for,  and  consequently  do  not  come 
out  very  often  to  the  meetings,  but  we  have  an 
idea  borrowed  from  another  Auxiliary,  and  a  very- 
good  one  it  is:  one  that  I  think  will  not  only  bring 
out  and  keep  our  own  members  Interested,  but 
will  help  to  draw  new  ones  as  well,  and  also  to  im- 
press Division  HI  that  we  are  organized  to  help 
them.  If  after  having  tested  and  found  it  a  suc- 
cess, our  Sisters  may  hear  something  more  of  it. 
Our  social  committees  are  busy,  always  finding 
plenty  to  do.  A  very  pleasant  social  was  given 
January  S.  Invitations  were  sent  out  that  remind- 
ed one  that  they  were  very  old  indeed,  living  as 
we  are  in  the  year  1901.  and  worded  as  in  the  reign 


of  Qneen  Elizabeth.  However,  the  Sisters  cleared 
a  neat  little  sum.  I  hear  there  has  been  planned  a 
number  of  surprises,  one  of  which  was  held  at  Sis- 
ter Powers*.  Sister  Tracy  is  trying  to  insure  us 
all,  and  it  is  no  fault  of  hers  that  there  has  been  no 
more  policies  taken  out. 

Sister  Hollis.  I  think,  will  ably  represent  us  at 
the  Grand  Division,  and  come  back  full  of  en- 
thusiasm (and  what  an  amount  there  will  be),  and. 
I  hope,  impart  some  of  it  to  us.  for  I  am  sure  we  all 
need  more  than  we  have.  Mrs.  L.  J.  B. 

Los  Angeles.  Cal. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  our  last)  meeting  of  Auxiliary  131  our  election 
of  officers  resulted  as  follows:  President,  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Pelker:  vice  president.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Haley:  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  Mrs.  J.  T.  Lowery:  junior  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  L.  Wright:  senior  sister.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Burns: 
guard.  Mrs.  J.  T.  Reynolds:  executive  commit- 
tee. Mrs.  Davison.  Mrs.  Alexander.  Mrs. 
Crowder:  delegate.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Pelker:  al- 
ternate. Mrs.  J.  T.  Lowery.  We  have  a 
good  membership  and  splendid  attendance  at 
our  meetings.  All  the  Sisters  strive  to  do  their 
best,  and  everything  works  in  harmony.  About 
two  weeks  ago  we  had  a  poverty  social  at  Sister 
Crowder's.  To  say  that  everyone  enjoyed  it  is  put- 
ing  it  mildly.  Mrs.  Alexander  received  the  prize 
for  the  most  ragged  woman  and  Mr.  Davison  for 
the  men.  There  has  been  several  changes  made 
in  our  Division— Mr.  Duggan.  the  genial  superin- 
tendent, being  promoted  to  Burlington,  and  Mr. 
H.  S.  Stone,  former  assistant  superintendent,  has 
been  promoted  to  superintendent,  the  office  of  as- 
sistant superintendent  being  abolished  and  the 
office  of  trainmaster  being  created.  C.  T.  Leonard 
presiding  over  this  office. 

I  will  close  with  best  wishes  for  L.  A.  and  O.  R.  C. 

Creston,  Iowa.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

The  following  officers  were  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  No.  112.  Ladies'  Auxiliary :  President. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Wise;  vice  president.  Mrs.  Ada 
Nepper;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Paige: 
senior  sister,  Mrs.  Nannie  Gilbert;  junior  sister. 
Mrs.  Virginia  Yost:  executive  committee,  Mrs. 
Lizzie  Hare.  Mrs.  M.  Longanecker.  Mrs.  Catharine 
Coffman:  guard.  Mrs.  L.  Moore;  correspondent. 
Mrs.  Ada  Nepper:  delegate,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Paige;  alter- 
nate. Mrs.  Ada  Nepper.  As  we  have  no  insured 
members  we  had  no  sub.  agent  to  elect,  but  will 
have  a  sub.  agent  soon,  as  our  Sisters  are  going  to 
take  policies  out.  as  we  heard  a  very  interesting 
and  eloquent  address  from  Sister  Grand  President 
Moore  on  the  insurance  at  tbe  union  meeting  held 
in  Pittsburg.  Pa.,  and  McKee's  Rocks.  Pa.  Grand 
officers  attending  this  meeting  were  Sister  Grand 
President  Moore.  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
Sister  E.  Higgins.  Grand  Senior  Sister  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Wiltse.  This  school  of  instruction  was  a  great 
benefit  to  all  Sisters  present.  There  was  quite  a 
number  of  Divisions  represented  at  these  meet- 
ings. Sister  Ody.  president  of  Auxiliary  No.  9. 
Pittsburg.  Pa.,  made  an  address  of  welcome  that 
was  very  interesting.  Sister  Grand  President 
Moore  then  gave  us  a  very  able  and  eloquent  ad- 
dress that  was  a  great  benefit  to  all.  Then  came 
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general  speech  making,  and  there  were  some  very 
interesting  talks  on  Division  work.  Grand  Presi- 
dent Sister  Moore  held  a  public  installation  of  offi- 
cers, which  was  a  success.  The  O.  R.  C.  Brothers 
gave  some  very  interesting  remarks,  and.  as  every- 
body was  getting  very  hungry  Grand  President 
Sister  Moore  gave  a  closing  address.  Then  we  all 
repaired  to  the  hotel,  where  good  things  were  en- 
joyed, after  which  back  to  the  hall.  The  orchestra 
famished  beautiful  music,  which  the  Brothers  and 
Sisters  enjoyed  by  dancing,  and  just  before  we  ad- 
journed Grand  President  Sister  Moore.  Grand  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  Sister  Higgins  and  Grand 
Senior  Sister  Wiltse  were  presented  with  beauti- 
ful bouquets  of  flowers,  which  they  highly  appre" 
elated.  Every  one  present  surely  enjoyed  these 
meetings,  as  they  were  a  great  benefit  and  so  mnch 
good  we  learned  from  our  Sister  Grand  President. 
Many  points  in  Auxiliary  work  were  made  plain 
to  us.  I  hope  our  sisters  will  turn  out  to  Auxili- 
ary meetings  more  regularly,  and  make  our  Auxil- 
iary one  of  the  best.  If  we  are  small  in  number  I 
am  going  to  work  all  the  harder.  Wishing  all  the 
L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  a  success.  M  as.  Ada  Nepper. 
Scottdale.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Dear  Sisters,  remember  after  a  perusal  of  these 
lines  your  "tired  feeling"  is  only  the  result  of  your 
own  acts.  At  our  last  meeting  in  December  the 
usual  election  of  officers  took  place,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result:  President,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Ely:  vice 
president.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lovell;  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. Mrs.  C.  W.  Hitchcock:  junior  sister.  Mrs. 
William  Herbst:  senior  sister.  Mrs.  G.  R.  Rhodes: 
guard.  Mrs.  G.  B.  Lockard:  executive  committee, 
Mrs.  M.  G.  Whiting.  Mrs.  J.  Sullivan  and  Mrs.  Geo. 
Martin:  Mrs.  J.  Fording  was  chosen  delegate  to  the 
Grand  Division.  Mrs.  H.  M.  Scoville.  alternate:  the 
insurance  department  being  represented  by  our 
very  efficient  Sister.  Mrs.  Frank  Hart,  who  claims 
she  will  accept  nothing  but  a  "salaried  office." 
Last  but  not  least  comes  our  musician.  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Stephens,  who  has  ideas  .of  her  own.  and  who 
bravely  fought  for  her  rights  by  asserting  that  the 
musician  was  slighted  when  she  was  left  out  of 
the  installations.  Whether  it  met  with  approval  or 
not  we  were  forced  to  admire  her  courage.  With 
such  a  corps  of  officers  may  we  not  expect  great 
possibilities?  Echo  answers  yes. 

Public  installation  was  decided  upon  and  an  in- 
vitation to  Division  48  extended.  January  9  was 
the  time  set  for  the  occasion.  We  were  called  to 
order  by  Past  President  Sister  Hibbard.  who.  as 
installing  officer  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
while  Sister  Stephens  acquitted  herself  as  grand 
marshal  in  the  most  graceful  manner.  At  the  close 
of  the  ceremonies  an  exhibition  of  the  Hartington 
floor  work  was  given  by  some  of  our  most  progres- 
sive and  up  to  date  Sisters,  with  Sister  Hitchcock 
in  command,  who  with  her  usual  grace  and  digni- 
ty proved  herself  quite  proficient  in  the  use  of  the 
wand.  The  drill  was  led  by  two  such  dignified  per- 
sonages as  Sisters  Hart  and  Fording.  Failure  was 
impossible  as  they  are  adepts  in  the  art  of  grace- 
ful marching.  The  crowning  feature,  the  forma- 
tion of  the  star,  was  roundly  applauded  by  an  au- 
dience capable  of  appreciating  a  good  thing.  Af- 
ter the  drill  the  time  was  given  to  sociability,  danc- 


ing, etc.  A  very  important  feature  of  the  evening 
was  the  banquet,  served  on  the  European  plan. 
They  say  the  way  to  reach  a  man's  heart  is  through 
his  stomach.  Well,  the  Sisters  put  it  to  the  test 
and  judging  from  the  affability  of  the  Brothers,  to- 
gether with  the  compliments  showered  upon  the 
conductor's  wife  for  her  fine  cooking,  the  saying  is 
a  true  one.  When  the  inner  man  had  been  satis- 
fled  we  wended  our  way  homeward,  all  proclaim- 
ing a  general  good  time.  Correspondent. 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Auxiliary  96  elected  the  following  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year:  President.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Christy:  vice 
president.  Mrs.  J.  R.  Dun  lap;  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. Mrs.  M.  E.  Collins:  senior  sister.  Mrs.  D. 
H.  Rissell:  junior  sister.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Dallas:  guard. 
Mrs.  Sam  Schofleld:  executive  committee.  Mrs.  Ed 
Reese.  Mrs.  G.  W.  Riley  and  Mrs.  J.  O.  Clark:  sub. 
insurance  agent.  Mrs.  G.  W.  Riley:  correspondent 
and  delegate.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Dallas;  alternate.  Mrs.  J. 
R.  Dun  lap.  Auxiliary  96  has  been  moving  along  in 
a  quiet  way.  doing  some  charitable  work,  adding  a 
new  member  occasionally,  and  having  a  good  so- 
cial time  whenever  they  chanced  to  hear  of  a 
birthday  or  wedding  anniversary.  I  am  pleased  to 
state  we  have  one  initiation  for  our  next  meeting, 
and  expect  several  more  in  the  near  future.  We 
have  several  members  on  the  sick  list.  Sisters, 
we  wish  you  all  a  speedy  recovery.  The  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Embree  was  brightened  about 
the  first  of  the  new  year  by  the  arrival  of  a  little 
daughter.  We  were  pleased  to  see  so  many  mem- 
bers of  Division  201  at  our  union  meeting,  and  hear 
it  was  a  great  disappointment  to  others  who  were 
not  able  to  attend.  I  believe  Brother  J.  R.  D.  said 
his  prayers  backwards,  he  was  so  vexed.  Brother 
and  Sister  Daly  were  both  laid  up  with  the  grippe 
and  could  not  attend.  Brother  Reese  bad  to  mind 
the  babies,  so  you  see  what  a  predicament  he  was 
in.  Brother  John  McDermott  got  there  in  time  to 
get  a  partner  for  the  last  dance.  We  were  glad  to 
see  you.  Brother,  even  if  it  was  the  eleventh  hour. 
1  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  "united  union  meet- 
ing." which  was  held  by  Auxiliaries  57. 24. 112. 9  and 
96  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  January,  was  a  complete 
success  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  We  had  with 
us  Grand  President  Sister  Moore.  Grand  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  Sister  Higgins  and  Grand  Senior 
Sister  Wiltse.  and  visiting  Sisters  from  Columbus. 
O..  Cumberland.  Md..  Harrisburg,  Altoona.  Derry. 
Scottdale  and  Hazlewood.  Pa.  The  first  day's  ses- 
sions on  January  24th  were  held  in  the  meeting 
place  of  Auxiliary  9.  The  morning  session  con- 
sisted of  an  open  meeting,  the  address  of  welcome 
being  made  by  Sister  Ody.  President  of  Auxiliary 
9.  to  which  our  Grand  President.  Sister  Moore,  re- 
sponded, after  which  short  addresses  were  made 
by  several  of  the  visiting  Sisters,  each  one  having 
a  few  encouraging  words  to  offer.  Our  Grand  Pres- 
ident said  it  put  her  in  mind  of  a  Methodist  class 
meeting  (all  were  glad  to  be  there).  Never  mind. 
Sister  Moore,  we  will  try  and  be  better  prepared 
for  you  next  time.  We  adjourned  at  12  o'clock  for 
lunch.  Afternoon  session  was  called  for  1:30  p.  m., 
at  which  time  the  inspection  of  Auxiliary  9  by 
Grand  President  Sister  Moore  took  place.  These 
Sisters  deserve  credit  for  the  able  manner  in 
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which  they  execute  the  work.  After  inspection 
was  over  we  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th.  at  9-.30  a.  m.,  at  Fraternal  Hall.  McKee's 
Rocks.  Pa.,  the  meeting:  place  of  Auxiliary  96.  This 
day  was  devoted  to  school  of  instruction,  at  which 
each  of  the  five  Auxiliaries  holding;  the  meeting; 
took  charge  of  some  part  of  the  work,  which  proved 
both  instructive  and  beneficial  to  all.  Sister  Moore 
gave  ns  a  short  talk  on  insurance,  urging;  all  not 
holding;  a  policy  to  take  one  out.  We  adjourned  at 
5:30.  to  convene  again  at  7:30  p.  m..  when  we  held  an 
open  session  at  which  installation  of  officers  took 
place,  the  chairs  being;  filled  by  Sisters  from  every 
Division  represented.  G.  P.  Sister  Moore  was  in- 
stalling; officer;  G.  S.  Sister  Wiltse  acting;  as  Grand 
Marshal,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  we  had  an  ad- 
dress from  G.  P.  Sister  Moore,  followed  by  short 
addresses  by  some  of  the  visiting;  Brothers.  About 
10  o'clock  tbe  programme  changed  and  dancing; 
was  in  order  until  the  wee  small  hours.  Those 
that  did  not  dance  had  a  good  time  socially.  Ban- 
quet was  served  from  10  to  12.  at  which  all  did  jus- 
tice. About  1  a.  m.  the  meeting  came  to  a  close. 
All  visitors  left  voting  the  meeting  a  success.  To 
the  visiting  Sisters  I  will  say:  Come  again;  you 
will  always  receive  a  welcome  from  Auxiliary  96. 
While  on  our  way  home  after  seeing  Brothers  Ody 
and  Naser  and  several  of  the  Sisters  on  the  all 
night  car.  we  met  away  out  tbe  avenue,  two  blocks 
further  than  the  night  cars  run.  Brother  W.  B.  of 
114  and  his  little  flock.  I  suppose  the  good  Brother 
thought  he  would  walk  out  and  meet  the  car  and 
get  a  seat,  but  he  got  left  and  got  a  seat  in  the  hotel 
office  for  one  hour  until  another  car  came.  Never 
mind.  Brother  W.  B..  you  will  know  better  next 
time.  Mss.  J.  W.  Dallas. 

McKee's  Rocks.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Ye  correspondent  for  Auxiliary  41  has  been  on 
the  indisposed  list  ever  since  being  elected  to 
office,  so  that  none  outside  our  own  little  world 
know  we  ever  had  an  election.  But  we  did.  and 
we're  thinking  seriously  of  instructing  our  Dele- 
gate to  raise  the  question  in  Grand  Division  of 
monthly  elections  in  order  to  insure  good  attend- 
ance. This  was  my  first  experience  in  a  regular 
election,  and— why.  everybody  comes  I  and  how 
nice  it  is  to  see  so  many  faces,  though  some  are  al- 
most strangers.  We  are  glad  all  are  interested  as 
to  who  shall  fill  the  chairs,  but  we  think  it  advisa- 
ble to  watch  them  a  little  to  see  that  they  do  it 
properly.  Our  new  officers  are :  Pres..  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Ball;  Vice-Pres..  Mrs.  J.  F.  Wilson:  S.  S..  Mrs.  G.  B. 
Goen;  J.  S..  Mrs.  J.  C.  Asbury:  Guard.  Mrs.  F.  P. 
Moyen  Chairman  Ex.  Com.,  Mrs.  Amy  Bdmiston: 
Sub.  Agent  Insurance.  Mrs.  O.  F.  Holbrook;  Dele- 
gate. Mrs.  R.  E.  Ward;  Alternate.  Mrs.  F.  P.  Moy- 
en Musician.  Mrs.  C.  B.  Duey:  Sec.  and  Trees,  and 
Correspondent.  Mrs.  A  D.  Hamilton. 

There  has  been  so  much  sickness  in  our  ranks 
that  some  of  the  elect  have  not  yet  been  installed, 
so  that  our  year's  work  is  not  fairly  begun.  We 
shall  try  to  make  this  one  of  our  Auxiliary's  most 
successful  years,  and  hope  to  learn  much  from 
Sister  Correspondents  through  the  columns  of 
The  Conductor.  We  want  especially  to  promote 
sociability  and  a  spirit  of  kindly  charity,  and  inci- 
dentally to  increase  our  bank  account.  Hereto- 


fore it  has  been  vice  versa,  but  it  seems  very  fit- 
ting that  as  a  band  of  women  united  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  our  own  uplifting  and  of  those 
around  us.  we  should,  at  the  very  beginning  of  this 
twentieth  century,  cultivate  the  spirit  of  brother- 
ly love,  smothered  as  it  has  been  since  it  was  first 
instilled  in  the  minds  of  men  by  the  Divine 
Teacher,  under  an  avalanche  of  orthodox  supersti- 
tion, but  now  lifting  itself  above  and  beyond  all 
barriers,  is  finding  lodgment  in  the  intelligence 
of  humanity  everywhere,  and  will  soon  shape  the 
destinies  of  nations.  Certainly  we  can  best  pro- 
mote "peace  on  earth"  by  engendering  it  first  in 
our  own  hearts  and  minds,  but  how  best  can  we 
instill  this  beautiful  doctrine  in  the  hearts  of  those 
around  us.  Lest  you  think  I  am  sermonising  I 
will  desist.  Yet  allow  me  to  express  the  hope  that 
such  and  kindred  topics  may  be  discussed  in  all 
Auxiliaries  so  that  through  correspondence  we 
may  reap  the  benefits  always  to  be  obtained 
through  unbiased  expression  of  opinion. 
Pueblo.  Colo.  Mas.  A.  D.  H. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

In  turning  over  the  pages  of  our  Record  of  the 
past  year  we  find,  as  in  former  ones,  that  we  have 
had  our  share  of  the  joys  and  sorrows  that  make 
up  life.  "The  Reaper"  has  visited  some  of  our 
loved  ones'  homes  and  left  them  desolate.  As  the 
anniversary  of  these  sorrowed  homes  draw  near 
we  would  commend  them  to  "Him  that  doeth  all 
things  well."  Regular  meeting,  held  January  10, 
we  had  with  us  G.  P.  Sister  Moore,  who  presided, 
installing  new  officers,  and  much  needed  floor  work 
instructions,  for  which  she  received  many  well  de- 
served compliments.  She  gave  us  a  neat  address, 
urging  the  Sisters  to  be  faithful  to  our  work,  and 
not  forget  our  duty  toward  insurance,  after  which 
she  was  presented  with  a  beautiful  bouquet  of 
roses,  a  small  token  of  the  Sisters'  appreciation  of 
her.  After  the  regular  order  of  business  Sister 
Sylvester  was  called  on  to  make  presentations  for 
us.  which  she  did  with  great  honor  to  herself  and 
us.  Our  retiring  President,  Sister  Lahiff .  received 
a  white  leather  case  containing  one-half  dozen 
spoons.  Ex-President  Sister  Carroll,  of  two  years 
ago.  similar  ones.  Musician  Kouse.  beautiful  flow- 
ers, tokens  of  the  Auxiliary's  love  for  these  de- 
serving ladies.  They  responded  in  very  impres- 
sive manner,  each  Sister  present  receiving  a  white 
carnation  (our  emblematic  flower)  as  a  souvenir 
of  a  meeting  that  might  well  be  recorded.  In  the 
evening  a  reception  in  honor  of  G.  P.  Sister  Moore 
was  given  at  tbe  pleasant  home  of  Sister  Fulham. 
to  which  Brothers  and  families  were  invited.  The 
hostess  was  assisted  by  her  charming  daughters  in 
entertaining,  also  Sister  Rouse  and  Miss  Vivian 
Kishler.  vocal  and  instrumental  music  and  games, 
after  which  delicious  refreshments  were  served, 
and  all  felt  that  they  had  spent  a  happy  day  with 
our  pleasant  Sisters  Moore  and  Fulham.  We  had 
for  our  guests  on  this  day  Collinwood  Sisters, 
which  always  add  to  our  enjoyment. 

To  go  into  details  of  the  doings  of  the  past  year 
would  take. more  space  than  our  excellent  Editor 
could  give  an  amateur  like  myself.  Our  Order 
never  was  in  a  more  prosperous  condition.  With 
the  new  century  the  Sisters  seem  to  take  new  life 
and  more  interest.    Success  will  surely):  follow. 
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The  first  thins  this  year  in  the  way  of  replenish- 
ing; our  treasury  is  a  Valetine  card  party.  Exquis- 
ite taste  is  always  displayed  in  the  selection  of 
their  prizes.  Bach  lady  present  was  presented 
with  a  dainty  souvenir  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
There  are  many  good  things  on  hand  for  the  good 
of  the  Order  and  will  be  heard  from  later. 
Cleveland.  O.  Mrs.  Chas.  Kishx.br. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor 

We  had  our  installation  of  officers  the  first  meet- 
ins  of  the  new  century,  and  have  launched  out  for 
another  year's  work  with  the  following  officers  in 
their  places:  Pres..  Mrs.  Shipp:  V.-P.  Mrs.  Leslie: 
S.  and  S..  Mrs.  Pattern:  S.  S..  Mrs.  Boyer:  J.  S..  Mrs. 
Edwards:  Guard.  Mrs.  Woodcock:  Executive.  Mrs. 
Powers:  Delegate.  Mrs.  Sbipp;  Pianist.  Mrs. 
Fisher. 

We  hope  to  do  good  work  this  year.  We  have 
had  initiations  at  almost  every  meeting,  and  hope 
the  good  work  will  go  on.  We  have  good  attend- 
ance at  every  meeting.  Sisters,  you  don't  know 
what  you  miss  by  staying  at  home.  Our  sewing 
society  was  entertained  at  the  home  of  Sister  Pat- 
ton  the  last  Thursday  in  January.  We  got  our  al- 
bum quilt  blocks  cut  to  finish  the  quilt  we  intended 
to  have  done  for  a  Christmas  present  for  the  Rail- 
road Mens'  Home.  But  we  were  unfortunate  in 
getting  them  back  from  Auxiliaries  we  sent  them 
to.  seventeen  blocks  being  lost  in  the  mail,  most  of 
them  with  money  in.  so  we  have  to  make  seven- 
teen more,  but  hope  we  will  soon  complete  it.  Our 
Past  President.  Sister  Ruby,  was  appointed  ex- 
aminer. She  was  over  to  Osowattama  and  exam- 
ined Auxiliary  98.  and  was  royally  entertained.  It 
made  the  rest  of  us  jealous  because  we  couldn't  be 
there. 

If  out  of  town  Sisters  visiting  Kansas  City  would 
plan  to  be  here  on  the  first  or  third  Thursday,  it 
would  give  them  a  chance  to  visit  us.  which  we 
would  all  appreciate.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Boyer. 

Kansas  City.  Mo. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Our  Auxiliary  never  was  as  prosperous  since . 
we  organized,  seven  years  ago  this  April.  Last 
year  we  had  six  candidates.  Sisters  Moores.  Strick- 
land. Roberts.  W.  Harvey.  A.  Harvey.  Vandemark. 
We  should  have  had  three  more  only  for  the  ballot 
box.  It  is  such  a  delightful  place  to  extend  our 
charity  (?).  In  thinking  the  matter  over,  maybe 
the  Sisters  are  colorblind  or  forgot  their  glasses. 
Imagine  yourself  in  a  Sister's  position,  bringing  in 
an  application  to  be  balloted  upon,  her  face  all 
sunshine,  anticipating  a  new  member.  Oh!  the 
shock  to  her  nerves  if  the  application  is  not"  ac- 
cepted! 

What  is  the  use  of  taking  an  obligation  if  we 
don't  try  and  live  up  to  it?  Sisters,  let  us  have 
charity.  There  is  nothing  more  pleasing  in  the 
sight  of  God  than  that.  As  we  assemble  in  the 
lodge  room  on  meeting  days,  who  can  tell,  before 
the  next  meeting,  but  that  death  may  enter  our 
homes  and  sadden  our  hearts,  and  take  one  or  more 
from  the  roll  call? 


Four  weeks  ago  we  had  with  us  Sister  Kane, 
cheerful  and  happy.  She  said.  "I  can  attend  lodge 
more  regular  now.  on  account  of  my  sister  living 
with  me."  Yesterday  morning  we  gathered  at  St. 
Mary's  Church  to  witness  the  last  sad  rites  of  her 
beloved  husband.  As  she  walked  down  the  isle 
leaning  on  Brother  Oakes'  arm.  her  five  little 
children  preceding  her.  all  under  twelve  years, 
our  hearts  were  in  deep  sorrow  for  Sister  Kane. 

On  the  5th  of  January.  1901.  we  called  a  special 
meeting  to  ballot  on  and  initiate  Mrs.  Bell,  of  Ful- 
ton, and  Mrs.  Gavin,  of  this  city.  They  did  so  nicely 
that  I  think  they  must  belong  to  the  order  called 
the  Elks,  and  have  tried  their  goat,  for  we  could 
not  scare  them. 

We  have  our  socials  twice  a  month.  Sisters  Cone 
and  Cunning  entertained  last  Thursday,  at  the 
home  of  the  former.  We  had  a  nice  time. 

The  officers  that  were  elected  are  as  follows: 
Pres..  Mrs.  Cone:  V.-P.,  Mrs.  Townsend;  S.  S..  Mrs. 
A  Harvey;  J.  S..  Mrs.  W.  Harvey:  S.  and  T.  Mrs. 
Dickenson:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  Bryden.  Mrs.  Cunning 
and  Mrs.  Logdsen;  Guard.  Mrs.  Menherter:  Corre- 
spondent. Mrs.  N.  J.  Oakes:  Sub.  Ins.  Ag't..  Mrs. 
Perry:  Musician.  Mrs.  Roberts:  Delegate,  Mrs. 
Cone;  Alternate.  Mrs.  N.  J.  Oakes.  Through  The 
Conductor  we  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  Sis- 
ter Perry,  who  has  been  our  faithful  musician  for 
the  last  seven  years.  Mrs.  N.  J.  Oakes. 

Clinton.  Ia. 


4 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  always  read  The  Conductor  very  carefully 
and  try  to  understand  thoughts  and  ideas  of  our 
noble  Brothers  and  Sisters. 

I  note  that  our  Sisters  are  writing  about  our  Or- 
der meeting  on  Sundays.  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
meeting  on  Sunday.  I  think  we  are  doing  good, 
but  that  is  a  day  set  aside  by  the  Divine  Creator 
as  a  day  of  worship,  and  we  are  not  worshipping 
God  when  we  are  attending  business.  If  we  do  not 
attend  church,  let  us  read  our  Bible,  which  is  not 
only  the  foundation  of  our  religious  faith,  but  our 
daily  practical  guide  as  well.  The  blessed  Book 
that  has  taken  hold  upon  the  whole  world  as  no  oth- 
er ever  did.  It  is  read  in  every  Christian  pulpit. 
It  enters  every  habitation,  from  the  palace  to  the 
humble  cottage.  It  is  the  golden  chain  that  binds 
hearts  together  at  the  marriage  altar.  It  contains 
sacred  formula  for  the  baptismal  rite.  The  Gos- 
pel is  not  written  in  the  Bible  alone:  it  is  proclaim- 
ed everywhere:  the  flowers  of  the  field  and  the 
birds  of  the  air.  in  fact  all  nature  makes  it  plain  to 
us.  God  says  so  plain  a  wayfaring  man,  though  he 
be  a  fool,  need  not  err  therein.  What  a  glorious 
world  this  would  be  if  we  were  all  Christians!  God 
is  good,  and  He  has  written  He  will  forgive  if  we 
ask  not  only  seven  times  seven  each  day.  but  sev- 
enty times  seven. 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters,  our  motto  is  a  splen- 
did guide,  if  we  would  but  practice  it.  Charity. 
Faith  and  Friendship.  Charity  is  friendship  in 
common;  Friendship  is  charity  enclosed.  It  is  a 
sweet  attraction  of  the  heart  toward  the  merit  we 
esteem  or  the  perfection  we  admire.  The  one  you 
call  your  friend,  would  he  weep  with  you  in  an 
hour  of  distress?  Would  he  faithfully  reprove  yon 
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to  your  face  for  that  which  others  were  ridiculing 
and  censuring  yon  behind  yonr  back? 

Charity,  like  the  dew  from  Heaven,  falls  gently 
on  the  drooping  flowers  in  the  stillness  of  the 
night;  it  is  the  good  Samaritan  of  the  heart:  that 
which  thinketh  no  evil  and  is  kind.which  hopeth  all 
things,  believeth  all  things  and  endnretb  all  things. 
It  is  the  angel  of  mercy  which  forgives  seventy  and 
seven  times,  and  is  still  rich  in  the  treasures  of 
pardon.  It  visits  the  sick:  soothes  the  pillow  of 
the  dying;  drops  a  tear  with  the  mourner:  buries 
the  dead:  cares  for  the  orphan;  delights  to  do 
offices  of  good  to  those  cast  down:  and  relieves  the 
suffering  and  oppressed.  It  proclaims  the  Gospel 
to  the  poor,  and  its  words  are  more  precious  than 
rubies.  Its  voice  sweeter  than  honey;  its  hand  is 
softer  than  down  and  its  step  as  gentle  as  love. 

How  uncertain  is  human  life !  It  is  but  a  breath 
of  air  and  a  beat  of  the  heart  between  this  world 
and  the  next.  So  let  us  all  be  prepared  to  meet 
death,  so  if  it  comes  in  a  storm  of  agony,  or  a  beau- 
tiful form  it  will  be  but  a  gentle  sleep;  its  cold 
hand  will  fall  upon  us  as  warm  as  the  hand  of 
Friendship  over  the  weary  heart  that  ceases  to  beat. 

Houston.  Tex.  Mrs.  C.  R.  Painter. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Last  year  was  not  a  good  one  for  us  in  several  re- 
spects. Three  of  our  Sisters  left  us  for  other  fields 
of  labor— our  S.  and  T„  Sister  Joe  Hoke.  Corre- 
spondent. Sister  B.  H.  Thomas,  and  Sister  Dave 
Hoke.  We  miss  these  good  Sisters  very  much,  and 
especially  the  two  that  attended  Auxiliary  meet- 
ings so  promptly.  We  bought  and  paid  for  a  beau- 
tiful piano,  which  we  think  was  grand  work  for  so 
small  an  Auxiliary.  January  1  and  2  were  two 
momentous  days  for  our  Auxiliary.  On  the  first, 
Sister  Green  presented  Brother  Geeen  with  a  hand- 
some twentieth  century  boy.  On  the  second  we 
bad  two  of  our  Grand  Officers  with  us.  Sister  P.  C. 
Callihan.  Chairman  of  Ex.  Com.,  and  Sister  Robert 
Phillips.  District  Ins.  These  good  Sisters  came  to 
us  for  the  purpose  of  installing  officers  and  in- 
specting our  Auxiliary,  which  they  did  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner  to  .both  themselves  and  us. 
We  served  refreshments  and  had  a  most  delight- 
ful evening.  We  were  so  pleased  with  the  faithful 
service  of  our  officers,  there  was  but  one  change 
made,  that  on  account  of  the  Sister  leaving  town. 
Our  wide-awake  and  efficient  President  has  ap- 
pointed all  of  her  committees  for  1901  and  put  us 
to  work  with  renewed  energy.  We  lift  high  the 
royal  banner  of  charity,  truth  and  friendship, 
under  which  we  march  in  loyalty  and  love,  and  the 
Sisters  of  the  far  south  extend  to  those  of  the 
north,  the  east  and  west  the  hand  of  cordial  love. 

Water  Valley.  Miss.         Mrs.  T.  J.  Binford. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  No.  45  has  added  more  members  dur- 
ing the  year  than  any  preceeding  year  since  we 
have  been  organized.  The  following  officers  were 
elected  at  our  regular  meeting  in  December: 
Pres..  Mrs.  C.  H.  Westover:  V.-P..  Mrs.  H.  P.Cook; 
S.  S..  Mrs.  Hilburt.  (elected,  but  unable  to  be  in- 
stalled;) J.  S..  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hawker;  S.  and  T..  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Crabbe:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  W.  A.  Wolf.  Mrs. 
Henry  Pralick.  Mrs.  Bob  York;  Guard.  Mrs.  James 


Mooney:  Sub.  Ins.  Agent.  Mrs.  Wm.  Stevens:  Cor- 
respondent Mrs.  W.  A.  Hawker;  Delegate,  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Crabbe:  Alternate.  Mrs.  W.  O.  Bruner. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  when  the  conductors 
held  their  election  of  officers,  the  Auxiliary  pre- 
pared a  sumptuous  dinner  for  them  in  the  dining 
hall  off  the  Division  room  with  covers  laid  for  40. 
It  was  our  first  attempt  at  anything  of  the  kind, 
but  we  believe  it  was  so  thoroughly  enjoyed  that  a 
repetition  would  not  be  objectionable.  We  have 
also  just  given  an  entertainment,  which  proved 
very  successful.  We  presented  a  farce  entitled. 
The  Spinsters'  Club,  or  Old  Maids  Made  Over,  and 
if  any  of  our  Sisters  wish  to  be  transformed  from 
homely  old  maids  into  blooming  maidens,  it  would 
be  well  to  apply  to  our  Secretary  for  instructions. 
We  netted  about  $25.  When  we  installed  our  now 
officers  in  January,  just  before  our  old  President. 
Mrs.  H.  Brink,  retired  from  her  chair,  our  new 
Junior  Sister,  in  behalf  of  the  Auxiliary,  presented 
her  with  a  beautiful  china  salad  bowl.  Her  re- 
marks were  very  appropriate,  and  Mrs.  Brink  was 
so  completely  surprised  that  her  thanks  conld 
hardly  be  uttered. 

If  the  new  year  proves  as  successful  as  the  last, 
we  no  doubt  will  be  able  to  give  you  a  better  re- 
port next  year.  With  best  wishes  to  all  Ladies 
Auxiliaries.  Correspondent. 

Grand  Rapids.  Mich. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  always  believe  in  doing  my  best,  no  matter  bow 
small  the  task.  It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  represent 
Auxiliary  59.  I  will  endeavor  to  serve  the  Auxil- 
iary to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

The  December  meeting  brought  election  of  offi- 
cers, and  resulted  in  the  choice  of:  Pres..  Mrs.  W. 
N.  Drake:  V.-P..  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brown;  S.  and  T..  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Page:  S.  S..  Mrs.  F.  P.  Woodcock:  J.  S..  Mrs. 

D.  R.  Peckham;  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  F.  L.  Cass:  Guard. 
Mrs.  C.  Y.  Cleveland:  Delegate.  Mrs.  G.  A  Silsbee; 
Alternate.  Mrs.  W.  N.  Drake:  Ins.  Agent.  Mrs.  R. 

E.  Beal:  Correspondent.  Mrs.  W.  N.  Drake.  Fol- 
lowing Sister  Toner's  suggestion.  Merrimac  Divi- 
sion, of  Concord,  N.  H..  was  invited  tm  our  installa- 
tion. Jan.  24.  and  the  three  Past  Presidents  of  that 
Auxiliary  were  our  installing  officers.  After  minor 
business  matters  were  transacted  we  took  dinner 
at  the  Quincy  House  and  returned  to  the  hall  for 
installation.  It  proved  a  very  pleasant  meeting, 
and  is  a  grand,  good  way  to  become  acquainted 
with  our  sister  Auxiliaries.  One  Sister  (I  know 
she  will  forgive  me  if  I  do  not  call  any  name) 
wanted  to  know  when  they  conld  come  again  be- 
fore we  had  finished  dinner.  We  enjoy  company, 
and  a  hearty  welcome  awaits  one  and  all.  We  were 
pleased  to  see  Sisters  Walker  and  Brown,  as  they 
were  formerly  members  of  our  Auxiliary.  On  the 
evening  of  Jan.  16  we  held  a  whist  party  and  dance, 
and  about  one  hundred  men  were  present  From 
eight  until  ten  o'clock  was  devoted  to  whist,  and 
dancing  until  one.  Sister  Robertson  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  and  to  her  efforts  was 
largely  due  the  success  of  the  evening  and  the 
sum  added  to  our  treasury.  We  expect  several 
candidates  at  our  February  meeting,  which  shows 
someone  is  doing  their  part  in  adding  to  our  mem- 
bership. We  already  have  over  60  members,  but 
are  still  looking  for  more.  We  do  not  expect  to 
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keep  pace  with  Division  157.  O.  R.  C.  for  Brother 
Lincoln  did  a  rushing;  business  last  year,  bat  we 
always  stop  work  and  have  a  good  laugh  when  that 
train  strikes  the  bnnter  over  our  heads.  It  is  for- 
tunate for  the  owner  of  the  building  that  the  can- 
didates are  not  all  heavy  weights. 

I  was  glad  to  see  Brother  Lincoln  re-elected  C. 
C.  of  Division  157.  He  is  all  right,  if  he  does  call 
upon  the  members  of  "Mascot"  for  "a  few  words." 
which  he  knows  is  next  to  an  impossibility  in  most 
cases.  Division  157.  O.  R.  C  celebrated  its  16th 
anniversary  with  a  banquet  and  entertainment  Jan. 
27.  About  150  conductors,  and  their  wives  included, 
were  present,  and  the  committee  in  charge  deserve 
praise  in  making  it  such  a  success.  As  the  years 
go  by.  all  look  forward  to  anniversary  day.  Our 
club  meetings  will  be  held  in  the  hall  until  July, 
and  the  second  Thursday  of  each  month  finds  us 
at  994  Washington  St..  Pilgrim  Hall,  where  we  have 
better  accommodations.  Brothers  Varney  and 
Cleveland  are  always  a  welcome  addition  about 
dinner  time,  but  those  who  sit  next  to  them  at  the 
table  fare  hard  when  there  is  any  pie  within  reach, 
and  the  way  those  pies  disappear  shows  they  know 
what  good  pie  is.  Those  same  pies  will  be  in  our 
cook  book  "some  day."  but  time  alone  will  tell  the 
fate  of  that  cook  book. 

Brother  Geo.  Smith  has  not  been  allowed  out  of 
the  house  for  two  weeks,  and  will  not  be  trusted 
out  alone  at  night  any  more.  He  was  coasting 
with  his  "best  girl,"  and  forgot  that  a  sled  is  not  as 
easily  managed  with  a  left  hand  as  a  horse.  It  ran 
away  with  him.  and  at  last  accounts  had  not  been 
found,  consequently  Brother  Smith  is  nursing  a 
bad  looking  face.  Perhaps  this  will  assist  Brother 
Haggett  in  evening  up  an  old  score.  Sisters  Smith 
and  Haggett  are  not  yet  able  to  meet  with  us  regu- 
larly, but  we  hope  to  see  them  again  when  the  cold 
weather  disappears.  Sister  Ferguson  has  our 
sympathy  in  having  Brother  F.  so  ill  all  winter: 
but  there  was  a  slight  improvement  last  week,  and 
we  hope  it  will  continue.  We  miss  every  absent 
Sister,  and  want  them  to  remember  it  is  not  alone 
the  officers  who  make  the  Auxiliary,  but  the  floor 
members.  The  best  officers  ever  elected  are 
powerless  before  a  row  of  empty  seats,  but  with  a 
good  attendance  and  officers  interested  in  our 
work  we  can  make  "Boston"  second  to  none. 

We  start  the  new  year  with  bright  prospects. 
Let  us  then  be  up  and  doing,  be  interested  and  do 
well  what  our  hands  find  to  do.  for  what  is  worth 
doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well.  Let  us  ever  bear 
in  mind  our  motto.  "Charity.  Truth  and  Friend- 
ship." and  as  we  hear  our  ritual  repeated  from 
month  to  month  may  it  sink  deeper  into  our  hearts, 
making  us  love  each  other  better  and  more  willing 
to  check  the  hasty  word,  which  sometimes  rises  to 
our  lips.  May  we  be  Sisters  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  word,  and  may  each  meeting  be  so  filled  with 
good  deeds  and  actions  that  we  shall  be  the  better 
for  having  been  there.         Mrs.  W.  N.  Drake. 

Dedham,  Mass. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  No.  125  is  growing  slowly  but  sure.  We 
initiated  two  new  members  at  our  last  meeting, 
and  have  several  more  for  our  goat  to  practice  on 
soon.  On  account  of  sickness  of  some  of  our  offi- 
cers we  had  to  defer  our  installation  of  officers 


at  a  called  meeting  last  Wednesday,  and  installed 
as  follows:  Pres.,  Mrs.  Anna  Mansfield:  Vice- 
Pres..  Mrs.  Laura  Mills:  Sec.  and  Treas..  Mrs.  Em- 
ma Johnson:  J.  S..  Mrs.  Kate  Basham:  S.  S.  Mrs. 
Irene  Baker:  Guard.  Mrs.  Lou  Griffith:  Ex.  Com.. 
Mrs.  Josie  Freeman,  Mrs.  Lulu  Rogers  and  Mrs. 
Anna  Higerson;  Cor.  Sec.  Mrs.  Clara  Frear;  Ins. 
Agt..  Mrs.  Akers:  Delegate.  Mrs.  Irene  Baker:  Al- 
ternate. Mrs.  Anna  Mansfield. 

After  installation  was  over  we  at  once  proceeded 
to  the  banquet  hall,  where  a  delicious  lunch  was 
spread,  and  to  which  all  did  ample  justice.  Broth- 
ers Mills,  Akers  and  Baker  were  there  in  time  to 
partake  of  the  good  things.  Next  time  we  will  try 
to  have  more  peanut  sandwiches  for  Brother  Mills. 
Mrs.  Hoffman  of  Blue  Island  has  been  visiting  us 
for  the  last  few  meetings.  We  hope  she  will  trans- 
fer and  be  with  us  soon.  Some  of  our  Sisters  at- 
tended the  convention  at  St.  Louis  and  report  a 
good  time.  We  gave  our  second  annual  ball  New 
Year's,  and  netted  a  neat  sum  for  our  treasury. 
We  extend  to  Brother  and  Sister  Davis  our  heart- 
felt sympathy  in  their  loss  of  their  only  daughter. 

If  1  don't  lose  my  job  over  this,  you  will  hear 
from  me  often.  Mrs.  Clara  Frear. 

Monett,  Mo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Judging  the  future  by  the  past  we  may  expect 
good  results  during  the  year  1901.  The  officers  of 
Auxiliary  141  were  installed  by  our  past  president, 
Sister  Dee  acting  as  G.  P.:  assisted  by  Sister  Clinas. 
G.  M..  Sister  McClellan.  Musician.  Pres..  Sister 
Young:  V.  P..  Sister  Griffin:  S.  and  T..  Sister  Hor- 
sington:  S.  S..  Sister  Clark:  J.  S.,  Sister  Spearman: 
Guard.  Sister  Cline;  Ex.  Com..  Sisters  York.  Drewe 
and  Borders:  Ins.  Agt.,  Sister  Clark:  Delegate. 
Sister  York:  Alternate.  Sister  Drew.  Sisters  ap- 
pointed in  link  work  were  Chittendon.  Buckley. 
Cline  and  Kniss.  With  such  loyal  Sisters  in  charge 
we  cannot  help  but  prosper.  Division  41  and  Aux- 
iliary 141  gave  their  second  annual  ball  Feb.  14.  and 
it  proved  to  be  asocial  as  well  as  a  financial  success, 
part  of  which  was  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  the 
committee  in  charge.  The  Sisters  prepared  all  the 
good  things  to  eat.  and  as  half  the  net  proceeds 
go  into  our  treasury  we  feel  as  if  we  had  begun  the 
new  century  well.  Delia  Kniss. 

Blue  Island.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  93  is  very  much  alive  this  winter. 
General  activity  is  fully  demonstrated  which  is 
the  most  favorable  symptom  for  its  sturdy  growth 
and  the  echo  of  its  boom  will  travel  to  distant 
lands,  joined  with  the  echo  of  our  Sister  Divisions, 
waking  up  the  slumbering  ones  to  a  realization  of 
our  volume  of  power.  The  Railway  Conductor 
and  the  Order  it  stands  for.  I  am  pleased  to  note 
that  my  efforts  to  interest  the  readers  were  fully  re- 
ciprocated in  the  February  number  by  Sister  Otis 
F.Willis. of  Milwaukee.  Wis.,  which  shows  that 
our  voices  die  not  on  the  air.  but  reverberate 
through  bill  top  and  valley,  wafting  the  sweet 
message  of  eternal  love  to  all. 

Following  up  my  last  letter,  the  social  was  held 
at  Past  Sister  Pres.  Heads'  home.  It  being  a  cold, 
stormy  evening,  too  many  clung  to  their  own  fire- 
sides: those  who  did  go  enjoyed  it  and  received  a 
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nice  treat.  At  our  January  meeting  two  special 
invitations  were  extended  to  ns:  one  from  Aux- 
iliary 49  to  attend  their  installation  of  officers  on 
the  24th  following:,  the  other  was  from  Sister  C.  J. 
Byron,  of  Henniker.  N.  H.,  to  visit  her  by  sleigh 
ride  soon  as  date  could  be  determined  upon.  We 
conferred  the  honor  of  install  ins:  officer  on  our  first 
President.  Sister  F.  O.  Brown;  Marshal.  Sister 
Head.  This  trip  to  the  Hub  on  that  occasion  was 
anticipated  with  delight.  Fourteen  were  met  at 
the  union  station  by  Sister  Murphy  who  chap- 
eroned our  party  to  the  hall  where  we  met  our  new 
Sisters.  Meeting  opened  with  thirty-nine  mem- 
bers. Sister  Silsby.  President.  Noon  hour  soon  ar- 
rived when  Sister  Silsby  announced  adjournment 
for  dinner  and  chaperoned  us  in  a  very  commend- 
able manner.  The  menu  was  more  than  could  be 
asked  for— suffice  it  to  say  we  who  had  seats  at 
the  table  with  our  chaperon  did  not  go  hungry  I 
assure  you.  Then  installation  took  place,  closing: 
at  4  p.  m..  leaving:  us  one  hour  to  reach  our  station. 

Now  I  express  the  minds  of  all  visiting:  Sisters 
when  I  say  to  Auxiliary  49  you  gave  us  a  cordial 
greeting:  and  a  royal  grood  time,  and  in  return  we 
mean  at  some  future  date  to  return  the  measure 
heaped  up  full.  The  proposed  sleigh  ride  to  Sister 
Byron's  (eighteen  miles  one  way)  was  agitated  on 
the  train,  and  finally  the  day  following-  was  chosen 
as  the  date.  The  day  was  no  improvement  in  the 
elements,  only  eig-hteen  above  zero,  with  a  stiff 
northwest  breeze  to  face.  It  did  not  dampen  the 
ardor  of  others,  and  at  1  p.  m.  eighteen  brave 


Sisters  and  Brothers  donned  fur  coats,  and 
provided  with  hot  free  stones,  sallied  out.  in  a 
barge  to  the  (not  very)  musical  tones  of  the  sound- 
ing horn,  but  ail  went  merry  as  a  village  bell. 
They  were  met  and  entertained  at  Hotel  Hen- 
niker. Hot  coffee  revived  the  chill,  and  report 
says  a  bang-up  time  was  had,  supplemented  with  a 
hot  beef  steak  supper.  Several  enjoyed  whist  and 
Sister  Eaton  got  the  prize.  At  9  o'clock  the  party 
started  for  home,  the  mercury  at  zero  and  a  three 
hours'  ride  before  them.  This  goes  to  show  what 
pluck  can  do  among  our  members. 

On  Tuesday,  the  5th  of  February,  came  our  regu- 
lar meeting,  and  again  old  Boreas  was  out  in  full 
force,  and  his  mighty  blast  rattled  the  blinds,  and 
the  windows  creaked  in  their  casings,  yet  there 
were  seen  plodding  through  the  sparkling  drifts 
seventeen  of  the  determined  sort  to  hold  our  fort 
against  the  conflict  of  the  winds.  We  held  it.  and  al- 
though our  looked  for  Inspector  was  missing,  we 
spread  our  board  with  things  that  satisfy.  Sister 
Chase  did  a  blessed  deed  when  she  brought,  fresh 
from  home,  a  large  lot  of  hot  escalloped  potatoes. 
Business  was  again  taken  up.  and  not  until  old  Sol 
had  sank  from  sight  did  we  close  the  articles,  and 
separate,  with  another  social  in  contemplation  at 
Sister  S.  D.  Walker's  on  the  19th.  That  social  has 
since  passed  and  we  had  a  fine  time,  as  usual,  with 
refreshments.  "To  the  shining  Heaven  that  o'er 
us  bends,  we  need  no  map  or  chart,  but  only  the 
love  the  Master  gave:  open  the  door  of  your  heart." 

Concord.  N.  H.  Mrs.  L.  C.  Flanders. 
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THE  CENTURY'S  GREETING. 


MRS.  A.  L.  KINCH. 


The  Dawn  of  a  Century  is  heralded  to-night; 
The  old  year  has  seen  the  last  of  sunlight: 
While  round  the  bright  fire  the  watch  meeting 
keep, 

And  tired  little  ones  have  fallen  asleep. 

Outside  the  night  is  clear  and  bright; 
The  moon  has  risen,  and  from  its  lofty  height 
Sheds  its  light  rays  on  this  land  of  ours : 
The  beautiful  land  of  sunshine  and  flowers. 

The  old  year  was  filled  with  pleasure  and  pain. 
The  memory  of  which  will  always  remain: 
Still,  when  we  pass  from  this  dear  earth's  plane. 
Still  be  remembered  when  we  meet  once  again. 


In  fancy  we  live  o'er  the  year  as  it  sped. 
And  recall  the  bright  hopes  we  thought  vanished 
or  dead: 

How  vivid  they  pass— until,  like  a  dream. 

We  start  and  wonder;  so  strange  do  they  seem. 

Is  it  possible  we  hope  for  that  which  could  not 
Bring  a  ray  of  happiness,  only  in  thought  I 
If  in  reality  we  would  only  believe. 
Then  the  bright  visions  could  not  deceive. 
If  true  to  ourselves  and  pure  of  thought.  f 
If  idle  dreams  are  let  pass  as  naught. 
And  forget  your  soul's  longing :  Then  the  century 
new 

Will  herald  a  bright,  happy  future  for  you. 

Los  Angeles.  Cal..  Dec.  31, 1900. 
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No  communication  will  be  used  unless  the  name  ot  the  author  is  furnished  us. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  going  to  write  a  short  letter,  and  I  want  our 
young:  members  to  read  what  I  write  and  think 
over  what  I  say.  There  is  one  member  of  Division 
180  who  was  a  conductor  away  back  in  the  50s.  He 
is  the  only  member  of  the  Division  who  was  a  con- 
ductor before  the  war,  and  if  I  am  not  very  much 
mistaken,  he  ran  a  train  for  $50.00  per  month. 
When  the  war  was  over  work  was  plenty  and 
wages  Was  better  on  the  same  road.  I  think  they 
paid  freight  conductors  $65.00  and  passenger  con- 
ductors $75.00.  That  was  about  the  rate  of  pay  un- 
til some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  The  pay  was  raised 
then  and  today  they  pay  standard  wages.  In  1889 
the  writer  was  running  local  freight  on  one  of  the 
trunk  lines  out  of  New  Orleans.  Our  division  was 
120  miles  long:  time  twelve  hours;  but  it  generally 
took  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  hours  to  make  the 
120  miles,  and  very  often  had  to  get  orders  against 
ourselves  to  get  in  with  three  crews  on  the  run. 
We  were  supposed  to  have  two  nights  and  one  day 
lay  over  in  New  Orleans,  and  would  have  had  it 
if  we  could  have  made  the  time.  We  did  this  for 
$85.00  per  month  and  no  over  time.  Today  that 
same  run  is  made  with  four  crews,  pays  $90.00  per 
month  and  thirty-five  cents  per  hour  overtime. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1889  the  writer  was  one  of  a 
committee  of  three  that  called  on  the  superinten- 
dent. (There  were  no  organized  committees  at 
that  time.)  We  only  represented  that  particular 
run.  When  we  had  told  our  tale  of  woe  to  the  su- 
perintendent, he  said:  "Boys.  I  know  what  you  say 
is  all  true,  and  I  wish  I  was  in  a  position  to  help 
you:  but  I  can  do  nothing  and  the  general  manager 
won't:  and  now  I  would  like  to  know  what  are  you 
going  to  do  about  it?"  At  that  time  there  was  a 
non-striking  clause  in  the  by-laws,  and  no  member 
of  the  Order  could  engage  in  a  strike  under  any 
circumstances.  When  the  superintendent  asked 
us  what  we  were  going  to  do  about  it.  this  put  us 
to  thinking,  and  we  knew  there  was  nothing  for  us 
to  do  but  go  back  and  take  our  runs  or  quit.  As  we 
were  not  ready  to  quit  we  went  to  work  and  did 
the  best  we  could.  The  Grand  Division  met  in 
May.  1890.  and  Brother  E.  E.  Clark  was  elected 
Grand  Chief  Conductor.  The  non-striking  clause 
was  dropped  from  the  by-laws  and  other  changes 
were  made  which  proved  both  wise  and  good.  But 
our  new  Grand  Chief  Conductor  bad  an  elephant 
on  his  hands.  Before  he  could  get  things  in  work- 
ing order  he  found  the  Grand  Division  was  in  debt 
to  the  amount  of  $11,767.50.  or  in  other  words  it 


lacked  just  that  much  of  having  anything.  The 
Grand  dues  at  that  time  was  $2.00  per  year  per 
member.  A  general  revision  of  our  laws,  and  es- 
specially  of  the  laws  governing  the  Benefit  Depart- 
ment, was  made  in  1891.  These  changes  were  rec- 
ommended by  Brother  Clark,  and  from  that  time 
the  membership  in  the  Order  and  the  Benefit  De- 
partment steadily  increased,  while  the  situation  as 
regards  finances  of  the  Order  became  very  differ- 
ent. In  1891  and  1892  Grand  dues  were  collected  in 
advance.  (Now.  I  am  going  to  do  a  little  figuring 
here,  and  if  I  am  wrong  I  hope  Brother  Anderson 
will  call  me  down.) 

On  December  31. 1891.  we  had  17.906  members  of 
the  Order;  5.844  members  in  the  Benefit  Depart- 
ment, and  a  surplus  of  $15,718.60  in  the  Order  funds. 
See  what  we  had  done  in  a  little  over  one  year. 

We  had  also  paid  off  our  debts  and  our  member- 
ship had  nearly  doubled.  All  this  had  been  done 
by  the  new  management  at  headquarters.  On  De- 
cember 31. 1892.  we  had  20.224  members  of  the  Or- 
der and  9.942  members  of  the  Benefit  Department, 
and  $55,772.50  in  the  Order  fund.  The  Grand  dues 
was  continued  at  $2.00  until  1895:  then  they  were  re- 
duced to  $1.50.  In  1897  they  were  further  reduced 
to  $1.00.  In  1896  $82,454.50  was  transferred  from  the 
general  fund  of  the  Order  to  the  protection  fund, 
thus  bringing  the  protective  fund  up  to  $100,000.00. 
and  leaving  in  the  general  fund  of  the  Order 
$74,584.00. 

Conditions  continued  to  improve  until  Decem- 
ber 31. 1899.  we  had  396  Divisions.  23.253  members  of 
the  Order  and  19.057  members  or  the  Benefit  De- 
partment. Since  1893  The  Conductor  has  been 
furnished  free  to  all  members  of  the  Order. 

Now.  I  am  going  back  a  little  and  tell  you  some- 
thing that  many  of  you  don't  know.  In  1887.  when 
we  only  had  225  Divisions  and  11,900  members  of  the 
Order,  the  expense  of  conducting  the  Order  ex- 
clusive of  the  Benefit  Department  and  of  publish- 
ing The  Conductor,  was  $23,110.76.  In  1888.  with 
236  Divisions  and  13,244  members  the  cost,  exclusive 
of  the  Benefit  Department  and  The  Conductor. 
was  $19,462.80.  In  1889.  with  249  Divisions  and  13.720 
members,  it  was  $22,432.30.  The  year  1889  was  the 
first  year  during  which  the  Assistant  Grand  Chief 
Conductor  and  the  Grand  Senior  Conductor  de- 
voted their  time  to  the  work  of  the  Order.  There 
were  no  general  committees  and  no  work  for  the 
officers  of  the  Order  in  the  direction  of  a  protective 
department.  In  1896.  with  373  Divisions.  19.810 
members  of  the  Order,  the  cost  of  operating  the 
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Order  for  the  same  items  above  referred  to  was 
$20,399.00.  In  1897. 383  Divisions.  20.950  members,  the 
cost  was  S24.195.00.  In  1898.  with  394  Divisions.  21350 
members,  the  cost  was  $21,150.00.  I  could  go  on 
and  give  other  figures,  but  yon  all  know  what  has 
been  done  in  the  last  few  years,  as  that  is  issned 
monthly. 

Now  I  am  again  going  back  and  tell  yon  what  the 
superintendent  said  when  our  committee  called  on 
him  six  months  after  the  non-striking  clause  was 
knocked  out  When  the  committee  called  he  said: 
"Come  right  in.  boys:  what  can  I  do  for  yon  now?" 
Well,  the  committee  got  about  all  they  asked  for. 
aad,  as  I  said  before,  they  are  getting  standard  pay 
today.  Now.  a  few  more  words  and  I  am  done. 
We  have  a  number  of  bright  young  conductors  in 
Division  180.  and  to  them  I  am  talking.  I  guess 
other  Divisions  are  in  the  same  condition.  I  want 
to  see  them  come  to  the  Division  meetings  when- 
ever it  is  possible  for  them  to  do  so.  Take  more 
interest  in  the  work.  Upon  the  young  conductors 
the  work  of  the  Order  must  soon  devolve.  You  can 
look  back  and  do  a  little  figuring  yourselves  and 
see  what  has  been  done  in  the  last  eleven  years. 
New  life  and  new  blood  was  put  in  the  Order  then, 
and  it  has  continued  to  grow  and  prosper.  We 
have  done  well  in  the  past,  but  in  the  future  we 
can  do  better.  As  for  myself,  I  am  growing  old.  I 
will  never  run  another  train. 

We  have  the  best  Order  on  earth.  Our  Mutual 
Benefit  Department  is  as  near  perfection  as  it  can 
be.  Our  journal  has  been  very  much  improved  in 
the  last  few  years,  and  is  now.  I  think,  the  best 
conducted  labor  journal  in  all  the  country.  [Thank 
yon.— Ed.  J 

As  the  Grand  Division  will  soon  meet.  I  have  a 
few  words  to  say  to  our  delegates.  When  you  get 
to  St.  Paul,  look  over  the  ground.  Remember  what 
our  present  officers  have  done  for  the  Order,  but 
if  a  majority  of  the  delegates  think  a  change  would 
be  better,  all  well  and  good;  but  remember  the  old 
adage:  "Be  sure  you're  right  and  then  go  ahead." 

Atlanta,  6a.  Member  Division  180. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

No.  3  is  doing  pretty  well  in  the  new  century— 
we've  taken  in  two  new  members  so  far,  and  have 
several  on  the  anxious  seat.  I  hear  complaints 
about  the  length  of  the  lecture.  I  wonder  what 
the  Brothers  generally  think  of  that  ?— good  thing 
to  divide  it  by  two.  I  think.  We  are  all  figuring  on 
little  additions  and  subtractions  for  the  work,  and 
our  delegate,  Brother  Flory,  will  go  to  the  Grand 
Division  loaded.  I  expect.  By  the  way,  speaking 
of  the  Grand  Division.  I  wonder  how  a  steamboat 
excursion  from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Paul  would  strike 
the  Brothers  and  Sisters  who  have  never  seen  the 
Upper  Mississippi  ?  It's  a  beautiful  trip-800  miles 
—and  much  of  the  way  is  equal  to  anything  on  the 
Hudson.  A  very  cheap  rate  can  be  secured— in 
fact.  I  think  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  pay  for 
meals.  The  only  objection  is  that  it  may  be  a  trifle 
cool  for  comfort.  I  would  like  to  hear  an  expres- 
sioa  from  the  membership  on  this  point,  as  it  will 
soon  be  time  to  make  arrangements.  If  any  of  the 
Brothers  want  more  information  on  this  subject 
and  will  write  me  about  it  I  will  gladly  furnish  it. 
Our  Grand  Chief  should.  I  think,  have  authority 
to  call  the  Grand  Division  together  in  May  or  June 


—according  to  its  location— or  say  between  the  1st 
of  May  and  30th  of  Jnne. 

Our  Ladies'  Auxiliary  No.  11  held  their  public  in- 
stallation on  the  afternoon  of  Jan.  13.  and  a  mighty 
pleasant  time  we  had.  They  have  certainly  got 

the  work  down  fine.  Mrs.  .  as  Marshal. 

was  simply  captivating,  I  thought,  and  my  wife 
said  so.  I  wish  I  could  speak  of  all  the  Sisters, 
but  space  won't  permit.  I  bad  confidently  hoped 
that  the  New  Year  and  the  New  Century  would 
bring  forth  an  increased  attendance  in  Division 
meetings.  Thus  far  my  hopes  have  not  been  over- 
fiowingly  realized  and  I  still  hope.  Remember. 
Brothers,  the  Order  is  what  we  make  it.  and  the 
influence  of  each  Division,  totalized,  is  what  con- 
stitutes our  power  to  help  ourselves.  Think  what 
the  condition  of  railroad  men  would  be  today  if 
the  Order  had  never  existed.  Come  to  Division  at 
least  once  a  month  and  give  us  regulars  some  en- 
couragement. C.  D.  Kellogg. 

St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  I  am  laid  up  for  fourth-class  repairs  by  order 
of  my  friend  Nicholas  II..  from  St.  Petersburg, 
who  has  kindly  sent  me  the  "grip."  while  others 
are  experimenting  on  me  I  will  experiment  with 
journalism.  I  have  read  The  Conductor  for  a 
number  of  years,  and.  not  being  a  candidate  for 
jury  duty,  have  formed  some  opinions. 

Discussion  properly  conducted  is  productive  of 
mnch  good.  Many  of  our  wisest  laws  had  their 
conception  in  the  fraternal  columns  of  The  Con- 
ductor. It  is  the  "safety  valve."  The  home 
question  is  spoken  of  as  likely  to  come  before  the 
coming  Grand  Division.  I  want  to  say  I  am  in  fa- 
vor of  the  sentiment  of  this  proposition.  It  shows 
a  broad  and  humane  feeling  for  one  another:  the 
ameliorating  influence  is  at  work.  When  the  tide 
rises,  then  the  ship  floats.  A  little  more  discus- 
sion, a  little  more  time,  a  little  more  patience,  but 
no  Grand  Division  action  yet  Without  disparag- 
ing any  of  the  suggestions  offered  on  this  subject 
I  am  inclined  to  think  a  valuable  one  has  to  some 
extent  been  overlooked.  I  think  a  Beneficiary  De- 
partment in  every  Division  of  the  Order,  safe- 
guarded by  a  set  of  local  by-laws,  literally  con- 
strued and  strictly  obeyed,  conscientiously  ap- 
plied, would  be  an  excellent  beginning.  I 
observe  that  Divisions  wherein  this  depart- 
ment has  been  established,  have  not  only 
grown  strong  numerically  (for  we  are  sheep- 
like, will  sometimes  follow  the  crowd),  but 
have  done  an  inestimable  amount  of  good 
as  well.  I  may  mention  two  Divisions,  not  for  any 
selfish  motive,  but  because  I  am  more  familiar 
with  them.  I  refer  to  West  Philadelphia  Division 
162  and  Division  204.  located  in  Philadelphia.  Few 
outside  of  the  membership  of  these  two  Divisions 
have  any  conception  of  the  relief  dispensed  to 
their  immediate  membership,  scattered  as  it  is 
in  many  of  the  states  and  territories.  It  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing  for  a  member  to  get  relief  for 
eight  or  ten  years,  all  the  time  in  his  own  home  or 
with  members  of  his  family,  who,  at  the  end.  re- 
ceive $50.00  for  his  funeral  expenses.  The  amount 
per  member  is  comparatively  small.  You  know 
where  your  money  is  being  spent  and  who  is  re- 
ceiving it.  Can  see  the  good  it  is  doing.  It  re- 
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quired  courage  and  conviction  to  work  out  this 
stupenduous  scheme  in  the  beginning  in  order  to 
demonstrate  that  it  was  a  practical  thing.  With 
past  experience  as  a  basis,  it  has  been  improved. 
<  I  am  now  referring  to  Division  162  in  particular.) 
The  master  mind  in  this  evolution  is  our  present 
O.  S.  and  T..  Brother  Maxwell.  I  am  certain 
that  his  great  interest  in  this  line  of  endeavor  in 
time  gone  by  would  be  freely  given  in  a  fraternal 
way  to  any  Brother  who  contemplated  going  in 
the  subject  matter  of  a  beneficiary.  If  the  figures 
for  one  year  and  the  total  for  the  entire  time  that 
the  beneficiary  has  been  in  existence  in  Division 
162  was  published  in  The  Conductor,  it  would 
open  up  a  new  line  of  thought  on  the  home  sub- 
ject, and  every  dollar  of  it  from  a  Brother  to  a 
Brother  in  his  time  of  need  and  affliction. 

In  the  meantime  let  us  keep  alive  the  lamp  of 
hope  by  doing  what  we  can  for  the  Highland  Park 
Home.  Could  an  accredited  representative  of  the 
home  be  at  Grand  Division  headquarters  in  St. 
Paul  open  a  roll  of  honor:  could  each  delegate  and 
visiting;  member  to  the  Grand  Division  sacrifice 
some  little  pleasure  or  luxury  and  enroll  bis  name 
for  one  dollar:  could  some  Brother  at  home  hand 
his  delegate  one  dollar  and  ask  him  to  enroll  his 
name:  would  the  worthy  citizens  of  the  Twin 
Cities  help  us  a  little?  Would  visiting  delegations, 
in  interest  of  our  meeting  two  years  hence  at  their 
city,  assist  us  some  to  endow  one  bed  or  room  at 
our  home?  Would  it  not  make  us  all  feel  good  to 
visit  the  home  and  see  over  the  door  or  over  the 
bed  a  tablet  engraved  "Endowed  in  perpetuity  by 
the  members,  visitors,  etc..  Twenty-Eighth  Grand 
Division,  held  at  St.  Paul.  May.  1901." 

Has  the  objects  and  aims  of  the  home  found  its 
way  in  public  prints  through  some  newspaper  or 
magazine  article  ?  Many  persons  philantbropically 
inclined  notice  articles  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie  and  many  others  of  his  liberal  and  chari- 
table disposition  might  assist  ns.  D.  J.  T. 
Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

The  following  officers  were  elected  to  serve  Di- 
vision 233  for  1901 :  C.  C  Geo.  Nelson:  A.  C.  C.  W. 
B.  Allen:  S.  C.  John  McGraw;  J.  C.  G.  P.  Graham. 
I.  S..  O.  V.  Sullivan:  O.  S..  J.  W.  Legg:  S.  and  T.: 
J.  M.  Caruthers:  Delegate.  W.  E.  Starcher  Alter- 
nate. J.  R.  Vest 

Our  little  Division  has  passed  a  prosperous  year 
and  we  all  are  going  to  set  our  right  foot  forward 
to  make  the  year  of  1901  a  complete  success.  Our 
Division,  like  our  line  of  railway,  has  lots  of  hills 
to  climb,  but  when  we  lay  down  and  have  to  double 
it  does  not  discourage  us.  for  we  are  used  to  it.  We 
have  lost  two  Brothers  by  dismissal  and  gained 
two  by  transfer  cards,  one  from  180,  the  other 
from  239. 

We  have  all  been  very  busy  the  past  year  of  1900, 
and  the  prospects  for  1901  are  much  brighter  and 
better  than  ever  before.  We  now  have  four  local 
and  thirteen  through  freight  crews  running  in  and 
out  of  Point  Pleasant.  Three  work  trains  are  kept 
busy  all  the  time.  We  have  100  miles  more  of  new 
steel  to  lay.  which  will  complete  our  Division  of 
153  miles.  The  Hocking  Valley  railway  and  Ohio 
Central  lines  have  some  great  object  in  view,  but 


what  they  are  have  us  guessing.  Perhaps  I  can  re- 
late them  to  you  in  the  near  future. 

Brother  R.  O.  Deal  has  been  appointed  general 
.yardmaster  of  Point  Pleasant  Wagner  yards,  and 
a  better  man  for  the  place  could  not  be  found.  Suc- 
cess and  a  Happy  New  Year  to  all  Brothers  of  the 
Order.  W.  B.  Allen. 

Point  Pleasant.  W.  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

I  take  a  deep  interest  in  reading  The  Railway 
Conductor.  Prom  time  to  time  I  have  read  the 
communications  expressing  ideas  in  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  the  old  and  disabled  conductors,  and 
differing  so  widely  in  opinion.  Some  for  the  farm: 
some  for  the  home  and  some  for  a  pension. 

Now.  my  idea  is  this,  and  I  think  it  a  very  plaus- 
ible one:  For  an  old  conductor  that  has  been  dis- 
abled through  sickness  or  othewise.and  notable 
any  longer  to  follow  his  profession  as  a  conductor, 
or  not  able  to  support  himself  by  manual  labor.  I 
think  a  pension  would  be  the  proper  thing,  and  the 
one  that  would  give  the  greatest  satisfaction.  I 
would  say  for  a  conductor  carrying  51.000  insur- 
ance to  receive  $100  a  year:  holders  of  higher  in- 
surance in  proportion.  The  assessments  to  remain 
the  same  for  those  receiving  benefits  as  long  as 
they  receive  such  benefits.  The  pension  benefits 
to  be  deducted  from  insurance  in  final  settlement 
of  claims.  D.  L.  Anderson. 

Bascom,  Ohio. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  announce  the 
promotion  to  trainmaster  of  one  of  our  regulars. 
Brother  George  Wright.  Old  George  has  signed 
lots  of  freight  bills  and  has  canceled  lots  of  tick- 
ets, and  is  in  a  position  now  to  cancel  some  of  the 
boys,  if  they  do  not  look  out  for  business,  and  will 
do  it.  too.  you  bet.  if  they  do  not  look  out  for  old 
business.  Oh.  well,  the  boys  all  know  George  and 
they  know  if  they  do  their  part  they  have  no  need 
to  fear  that  he  will  not  do  his.  Brother  L.  C. 
Schweickert  seems  to  be  showing  up  pretty  regu- 
lar at  Clifton  Forge,  now  as  he  has  a  regular  run 
on  passenger  on  James  River  division.  Old 
Brother  J.  B.  Herndon.  the  ladies'  man.  is  now 
occupying  regular  run  formerly  held  by  Brother 
George  Wright.  Brother  W.  L.  Harris  is  on  the 
preferred  run.  the  local  freight  on  James  River 
division,  and  Brother  Royburgh  is  very  much  un 
easy,  as  there  is  a  rumor  afloat  that  the  divisions 
are  going  to  be  consolidated  from  Gladstone  to 
Newport  News  and  Charlottesville  and  Washing- 
ton. Look  out  for  me,  I  do  not  speak  often,  but 
when  I  do  speak  I  tell  it  all.       A.  C.  Anthony. 

Richmond,  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  223  held  its  annual  election  of  ofPcers  for 
the  first  year  of  the  new  century.  The  present  in 
cumbents  are:  J.  W.  Rankin.  C.  C;  J.T.Comp- 
ton,  A.  C.  C:  J.  A.  Zepp.  S.  and  T.:  G. 
W.  Riding.  S.  C:  Chas.  Daily.  J.  C:  F. 
McBee.  I.  S.:  S.  F.  Smith.  O.  S.:  Chas.  Ship- 
ley, Delegate  to  the  next  Grand  Division.  Every- 
thing seems  to  be  moving  along  smoothly  on  the 
line  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railway.  The  most 
complaint  is  that  business  is  so  brisk  the  men  can 
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not  get  home  very  much,  and  consequently  cannot 
attend  Division  meetings.  We  are  having  tome 
winter  here  jnst  now.  the  first  we  have  had  this 
season. 

We  were  glad  to  see  onr  old"  friend  and  Brother. 
F.  McAmany.  of  the  B.  S.  P.  Home,  but  sorry  to 
know  that  it  was  sickness  in  the  family  that  called 
him  home.  The  winter  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere, 
has  been  very  unhealthy.  Coming  Bast  on  Train 
14 1  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  a  gentleman  from 
the  Blue  Grass  regions  of  West  Virginia,  and 
claiming  his  home  at  Bluefields.  He  seemed  to  be 
a  very  pleasant  gentleman,  the  only  trouble  was 
he  got  hold  of  a  very  lame  horse,  and  it  limped 
along  the  way.  and  when  be  got  down  to  the  river 
he  couldn't  get  across.  Would  like  to  have  con- 
versed some  more  with  the  gentleman,  but  I  had 
to  change  at  that  point  and  had  to  say  good  bye. 
Hoping  this  may  be  a  prosperous  year  for  the  O. 
R.  C.  j.  w.  Rankin. 

Martinsburg.  W.  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

After  an  absence  of  six  months,  save  one.  I  will 
again  shy  my  caster  into  the  correspondence 
ring  of  our  Fraternal  Department  and  have  a 
thing  or  two  to  say  about  the  wherefore  of  the  ■ 
what  and  the  whichness  of  the  why.  In  looking 
over  this  department  I  find  some  new  names  and 
faces,  but  few  new  subjects  of  discussion.  Seniori- 
ty, age  limit,  the  student,  over  production  of 
railroad  men.  farm  and  homeli  for  the  old 
cons  to  be  turned  out  upon,  protective  fund 
and  taffy  for  the  Grand  Officers.  These  and 
kindred  subjects  have  been  the  burden  of  our 
pencil  pushers'  song  for— oh.  so  many  moons! 
Now.  I'm  not  finding  fault,  boys.  but.  honor  bright, 
do  you  think  you  have  come  anyways  nearer  solving 
these  kotty(?)  problems?  I  don't  think  so.  Have 
I  anything  better  to  offer?  Maybe!  At  any  rate 
we  will  see.  From  my  stand  point  of  view,  all  that 
has  been  said  about  seniority,  age  limit,  the  stu- 
dent, over-production,  blacklisting,  etc..  has  been 
said  in  a  tone  and  spirit  ignoring  the  railroad  com- 
pany's side  of  the  question.  The  writers  on  these 
subjects,  so  far  as  I  can  see.  discuss  them  with  the 
idea  that  when  they  get  them  fixed  up  to  suit  them- 
selves, all  they  have  to  do  is  to  propose  them  or  dic- 
tate them  to  the  railroad  companies,  and  if  need 
be.  force  them  upon  the  companies,  and  said  com- 
panies seem  to  be  planning  and  acting  in  directly 
the  opposite  direction,  so  you  see.  if  we  seem  to 
know  just  what  is  good  for  us.  the  railroad  com- 
panies claim  the  same  prerogative,  and  when  any 
of  these  things  that  we  are  discussing  suits  them 
they  adopt  it.  and  when  it  don't  suit  them  they 
ignore  it.  and  why  should  it  not  be  so?  Who  owns 
the  railroads,  anyway?  There  may  be  [some 
isolated  cases  where  we  have  been  able  to  get  any 
or  all  of  these  things  adopted  by  the  railroads,  but 
in  the  majority  of  cases  they  always  have  and 
always  will  do  just  as  they  please  about  them,  and 
I  ask  again,  why  not?  They  own  the  roads.  Now, 
do  not  understand  me  as  being  in  favor  of  those 
companies  doing  and  acting  in  all  these  things  as 
they  do,  but  whatl  are  you  going  to  do  about  it? 
The  constitution  gives  all  the  right  to  do  pretty 
much  as  they  please  with  their  own— railroad  com- 


panies included.  I  have  nothing  but  good  will 
toward  all  of  those  good  Brothers  who  seem  to  be 
so  in  earnest  in  seniority,  age  limit  and  so  on,  but 
it  does  seem  to  me  that  I,  being  a  farmer,  have  the 
right  to  choose  the  kind  of  mule  I  want  to  do  my 
work,  and  to  turn  him  out  to  die  when  he  gets  too 
old  (passes  the  age  limit)  to  work,  but  then  you 
say  I  am  dealing  with  human  beings.  Well,  I'm 
not  so  sure  of  that,  for  I  am  told  that  corpora- 
tious  have  no  souls,  and  it  sometimes  looks  that 
way— and  if  that's  the  case,  they  at  least  do  not 
seem  to  be  human  sometimes,  but  nevertheless 
they  have  rights  that  must  be  respected,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  farmer  and.  the  mule.  I  do  not  see  that 
we  are  accomplishing  much  along  the  present 
lines  of  procedure:  that  is.  we  are  not  getting 
our  money's  worth.  Have  I  something  better  to 
offer?  Perhaps  so.  but  before  I  offer  it  I  wish  to 
have  my  say  about  some  other  things  .that  are 
discussed  pro  and  con  in  this  department,  and.  if 
after  that,  my  letter  does  not  reach  the  word 
limit,  so  much  talked  about,  (who  is  paying  for 
this  magazine,  anyway?)  [Look  out!  Veritas;  you 
are  talking  to  the  very  ones  who  are  making  the 
kick,  but  whose  letters  are  sometimes  crowded 
out  by  the  length  of  others.-ED.]  I  will  tell  you 
something  about  it  in  this  letter.  I  am  no  hero  wor- 
shipper, but  I  do  believe  in  giving  even  the  devil 
his  dues.  I  hear  some  talk  of  cutting  the  Grand 
Chief  Conductor's  salary.  Now.  I  have  long  been 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Order  of  Railway  Con- 
ductors, and  all  kindred  organizations,  while  they 
seem  to  be  a  necessity,  are  terribly  expensive,  and 
especially  the  assembling  of  the  grand  bodies, 
and  were  I  to  undertake  to  work  out  some  of  the 
financial  problems  of  the  Order  with  a  view  to 
curtailing  some  of  those  expenses,  I  would  not 
begin  by  cutting  salaries.  If  our  present  Grand 
Officers  are  not  worth  the  salaries  we  are  paying 
them,  get  men  that  are.  but  if  you  believe  in,  and 
keep  the  present  set.  pay  them  well,  and  when 
they  deserve  bouquets,  toss  them,  but  not  other- 
wise. I  am  not  accusing  them  of  any  dereliction  of 
duty,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  "Hobsonizing"  them, 
and  I  dare  say  they  do  not  enjoy  it.  But  to  pro- 
ceed: 

Others  are  finding  fault  with  the  laws  and 
law-making,  and  others  the  way  the  Grand  Chiefs 
construe  and  administer  said  laws.  Now.  why  all 
this  fault-finding?  I  presume  these  Brothers  are 
doing  the  best  they  know  how  with  the  laws  that 
you  kickers  made  for  them,  and  the  best  they  can 
with  the  positions  and  authority  you  gave  them. 
The  fault  is  entirely  with  you.  Can't  you  see 
where  the  trouble  lies?  Why.  the  trouble  is.  in 
my  opinion,  that  all  those  Grand  Officers,  like  all 
our  politicians,  have  too  much  authority,  and  so 
has  our  Grand  Division,  and  the  latter  meets  too 
often.  I  would  suggest  that  the  enactments  of 
that  body  to  be  more  generally  referred  back  to 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  Order  for  their  accept- 
ance or  rejection.  I  dare  say  that  had  that  been 
the  case  in  the  late  lamented  federation  the  re- 
sult would  have  been  quite  different,  and  that 
brings  me  to  the  point  that  was  uppermost  in  my 
mind  when  I  began  this  letter,  viz:  Direct  Legisla- 
tion. I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  if  all  the 
energy  exerted  by  the  conductors  of  this  land  to 
get  what  they  consider  a  square  deal  from  the 
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railroad  companies,  was  pat  forth  in  a  like  effort 
to  procure  direct  legislation,  we  would  not  be  long; 
in  getting  it.  and  tbat  once  established  in  tbe  land 
yon  discontented,  chronic  grumblers  conld  get 
just  what  yon  wanted— provided  a  majority  voted 
for  it— railroad  companies  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. That  sounds  funny  to  you.  does  it  not? 
Yet  it  is  as  true  as  Holy  Writ,  and  it  is  high  time 
you  were  seeing  it.  With  direct  legislation  in 
force  in  this  country,  whatever  was  just  and  right 
in  the  cases  of  seniority,  age  limit,  student,  black- 
listing (that  word  makes  my  flesh  creep),  salaries, 
home  for  the  aged,  and  so  on  to  no  end.  you  could 
have,  and  you  would  not  have  to  send  a  committee 
to  a  railroad  company  to  get  it.  That  sounds 
strange,  don't  it?  Yet  it  is  true,  and  you  will  find 
it  out  to  be  true,  if  you  will  only  investigate  and 
find  out  what  direct  legislation  is.  and  what  a 
movement  there  is  in  this  country  to  attain  it. 

And  in  conclusion,  I  want  to  say  to  one  and  all  of 
you.  that  you  are  just  frittering  your  time 
and  money  away  along  those  old  lines.  The 
people  who  own  those  railroads  are  not  in 
the  business  for  their  health  alone,  and  when 
they  have  paid  you  what  you  agreed  to  work 
for.  why.  under  the  present  method  of  do- 
ing business,  their  obligation  to  you  ceases  and 
you  have  no  right  to  even  attempt  to  force  seni- 
ority, or  any  other  kind  of  "ority"  on  tbem.  You 
have  no  right  to  say  to  them  you  must  not  em- 
ploy this  student  or  that  farmer.  The  student  has 
rights,  too.  please  remember.  You  have  no  right 
to  prescribe  the  age  of  their  employes,  or  whether 
they  run  double  or  treble  headers,  for  remember 
(and  I  can't  repeat  it  too  often)  that  when  you  sign 
the  pay-roll,  and  get  your  money,  the  company's 
obligation  ceases,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned,  and 
as  long  as  you.  by  your  votes,  make  it  possible  for 
such  tbings  to  exist,  you  show  your  weakness  and 
lack  of  good  judgment  in  trying  to  force  some- 
thing on  them  they  don't  want,  or  don't  have  to 
have.  I  do  not  blame  you  for  wanting  all  those 
things,  and  under  just  conditions,  if  a  majority 
said  so.  you  should,  could  and  would  have  them, 
and  if  you  ever  come  anyways  near  straightening 
these  things  out.  it  will  be  by  and  through  direct 
legislation  and  no  other  way.  Brother  Osborn.  if 
we  had  direct  legislation  we  would  not  need  your 
much-talked-of  home.  We  could.make  ample  pro- 
visions for  them  in  their  own  home  nest.  This 
letter  is  especially  dedicated  to  the  short-letter 
man.  Veritas. 
Louisville.  Ky. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

We  can  see  a  great  improvement  in  the  attend- 
ance of  Division  32  since  the  new  officers  took 
charge,  and  the  prospects  for  a  successful  year 
are  bright.  The  members  have  made  up  their 
minds  to  do  some  hustling  for  new  members,  and 
there  is  a  prospect  of  some  of  the  old  conductors 
that  left  the  Order  coming  back  again.  I  can't 
understand  why  any  conductor  who  is  eligible 
does  not  join  the  Order.  He  not  only  protects  his 
family,  which  it  is  his  duty  to  do.  but  be  protects 
himself  in  a  great  many  ways.  When  we  look  at 
it  in  its  true  light  we  should  feel  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  do  all  that  we  can  to  advance  it  to  the  front  of 
all  Orders.  We  are  respected  by  the  officers  and 


are  working  in  harmony  with  them,  and  it  has 
received  a  great  many  favors  front- them  in  a 
friendly  manner. .  I  believe  that  we  have  as  fine  a 
staff  of  officers  on  the  Erie  as  can  be  found  on  any 
road  in  the  country,  and  if  we  do  our  duty  as  con- 
ductors we  will  have  no  reason  to  complain. 
There  is  another  branch  that  is  in  close  touch 
with  our  Order  which  we  should  all  encourage  and 
assist  to  the  best  of  our  ability-that  is  the  L.  A.  to 
O.  R.  C.  They  are  certainly  a  band  of  noble  work- 
ers and  deserve  all  tbe  assistance  that  we  can  give 
them.  They  have  in  the  past  been  of  great  assist- 
ance to  the  O.  R.  C.  and  will  be  so  in  the  future,  so. 
Brothers,  let  us  assist  them  in  their  noble  work, 
and  if  any  of  our  wives  are  not  members  of  the 
L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  let  us  see  that  they  do  become 
members.  Let  us  get  up  social  meetings  and 
invite  tbem  to  meet  with  us  and  become  better 
acquainted  and  we  will  derive  better  results  for 
both  Orders,  for  there  is  nothing  like  harmony  to 
bring  success,  and  there  is  nothing  that  so  delights 
a  true  conductor  as  mingling  amongst  friends. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  some  of  the 
Brothers  of  Division  217  at  Bennett.  Pa.,  last 
Christmas,  and  they  are  certainly  a  fine  lot.  It  is 
a  pleasure  to  meet  such  men;  they  all  try  to  make 
it  pleasant  for  a  visiting  Brother.  No  one  will  get 
lonesome  where  Brother  Burns  is.  but  he  did  not 
have  his  old-time  jokes  that  he  had  tbe  last  time  I 
met  him.  The  most  of  his  conversation  was  court 
and  wedding  trip.  He  did  not  say  where  he  in- 
tended to  go.  but  I  took  it  for  granted,  by  his  re- 
marks, that  it  was  somewhere  in  Europe.  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  an  old-time  friend. 
Brother  M.  Malony.  of  Bennett,  and  such  a  wel- 
come as  I  got.  My  hand  aches  from  the  effects  of 
it  yet.  He  is  one  of  those  kind  and  noble  Brothers 
that  goes  to  make  you  feel  contented  with  your 
lot.  With  best  wishes  for  the  O.  R.  C.  and  L.  A.  to 
O.  R.  C.  P.  W.  Egan. 

Meadville.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  January  number  of  The  Conductor  at 
hand  and  the  many  interesting  letters  and  articles 
pertaining  to  the  good  of  the  Order  read  with  in- 
terest and  gTeat  pleasure. 

Will  start  out  by  saying  that  I  am  a  member  of 
Division  118.  of  which  I  am  proud.  I  transferred 
from  Division  287  one  year  ago.  I  will  always  have 
a  fond  remembrance  of  Division  287  and  my  heart 
shall  always  beat  warm  for  the  welfare  of  that 
Division  and  its  members,  especially  for  Brothers 
Savage.  Connors  and  Watlington.  for  the  kind  and 
Brotherly  treatment  accorded  me  when  but  a 
stranger  to  them.  I  can  also  state  that  I  received 
a  warm  welcome  into  Division  118.  and  a  better  lot 
of  boys  I  never  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  any- 
where. 

Division  118  is  in  a  good  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion, having  taken  in  several  new  members  during 
the  last  year.  Some  of  our  members  have  met 
with  bad  luck  during  the  past  year— some  more 
serious  than  others.  Our  worthy  and  beloved 
Brother  Clendennen.  of  the  Wabash  Railroad,  run- 
ning between  Streator  and  Forest.  111.,  was  shot 
by  a  drunken  negro,  about  a  year  ago,  whom 
Brother  Clendennen  was  compelled  to  eject  from 
his  train  on  account  of  disorderly  conduct  and  re- 
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fusing  to  pay  his  fare.  The  ballet  entered  the  leg 
about  half  way  between  the  knee  and  hip.  break- 
ing the  bone.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Brother  Clen- 
dennen  is  getting  around  on  cratches  some  of  late 
and  we  sincerely  hope  to  see  him  at  his  post  of 
duty  soon  again.  Brother  Ott.  an  old  ex-Santa  Pe 
conductor,  but  now  employed  by  the  3 1  railroad, 
met  with  quite,  an  accident  a  few  days  ago.  but  we 
sincerely  hope  that  his  injuries  will  not  prove  seri- 
ous. Hisfcaboose  turned  over,  giving  him  quite  a 
shaking  up  and  a  severe  scalp  wound.  He  was  im- 
proving, the  last  heard  from. 

The  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  is  arranging  to  give  a  ball 
in  the  near  future.  They  have  gotten  out  their 
time  cards,  but  I  as  yet  have  not  received  one. 
Permitlme  to  say  that  I  think,  we.  as  a  class,  think 
too  much  of  the  ball-room  and  things  of  this  world 
and  not  enough  of  the  church  of  Christ  and  things 
pertaining  to  eternal  life.  I  sincerely  wish  that 
our  Brothers  would  think  more  of  the  important 
things  of  life,  or  those  pertaining  to  eternal  life, 
than  they  do.  and  that  they  would  give  their  time 
and  talent  to  the  service  of  the  blessed  Master 
who  gave  His  dear  life  and  shed  His  precious 
blood  on  the  cross  of  calvary  that  we  might  have 
eternal  life  through  Him.  Brothers,  the  time  will 
soon  come  when  you  and  I  shall  have  sigued  the 
call-book  for  the  last  time,  or  the  last  trip  on  this 
earthly  train,  and  the  summons  comes  to  meet  our 
heavenly  superintendent  and  trainmaster  where 
there  will  be  no  more  trips  on  dark  and  stormy 
nights.  Neither  will  there  be  the  loved  ones  wait- 
ing with  anxious  hearts  for  the  sound  of  the  loco- 
motive whistle  announcing  our  return  once  more 
home.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  obey  God's 
word  and  live  faithful,  discharging  our  duty 
toward  our  fellow  man  and  our  Blessed  Savior,  we 
will  have  an  abundant  entrance  into  a  land  where 
thelSabbatb  never  ends:  neither  will  there  be  any 
more  parting  from  the  loved  ones.  Brothers,  do  not 
make  the  excuse  so  often  made,  that  there  is  no 
use  for  a  railroad  man  trying  to  live  a  christian, 
for  this  is  an  awful  mistake.  Make  the  start  today 
to  live  for  heaven,  home  and  eternal  happiness. 
Tomorrow  you  may  be  brought  home  to  your 
loved  ones  a  mangled  corpse;  but  if  ready  for  that 
sad  ordeal,  how  much  the  better  for  you,  and,  oh. 
what  a  consolation  for  the  loved  ones  left  behind. 
I  am  glad  to  say  we  have  a  good  christian  man  for 
a  trainmaster  here  on  this  Division  of  the  Santa 
Pe.  in  the  person  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Saunders,  formerly 
of  Newton.  Kas.  I  am  confident  that  the  Brothers 
will  be  dealt  with  in  justice  as  far  as  Mr.  Saunders 
has  the  power  to  do  so. 

Well,  as  I  am  not  the  regular  correspondent  of 
Division  118. 1  will  ring  off  for  fear  he  thinks  that 
I  am  trying  to  cheat  him  out  of  his  office.  With 
best  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  the  Order. 

Streator,  111.  J.  M.  Summers. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  read  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  Brothers 
that  the  O.  R.C.  go  into  a  manufacturing  business. 
I  would  be  more  in  favor  of  the  farm  idea,  of  rais- 
ing things  for  use  instead  of  producing  them  for 
sale.  To  call  the  Brothers'  attention  to  what  men 
in  the  manufacturing  line  have  to  contend  with 
with  today,  I  read  in  yesterday's  paper  of  the  threat 
of  Carnegie  to  enter  into  the  domain  of  the  Morgan 


interests  if  they  don't  keep  but  of  his:  namely,  the 
making  of  structural  steel,  and  he  says  he  will 
produce  the  finished  product  cheaper  than  they 
can  produce  steel  billets.  There  isn't  scarcely  a 
line  of  manufacturing  that  one  could  go  into  with- 
out hundreds  of  thousands  of  capital,  buying  the 
best  machinery  and  employing  skilled  employes, 
and  then  yon  are  not  safe,  as  individual  refiners 
discovered  when  the  Standard  Oil  Company  got 
after  them.  If  we  went  into  the  shoe  manufactur- 
ing business.  Pingree  would,  or  could,  force  us 
into  bankruptcy  in  a  few  months.  So  far  as  the 
loyalty  of  the  Brothers  is  concerned  it  certainly 
must  be  reckoned  with,  and  might  be  depended 
upon,  but  it  doesn't  seem  sensible  to  ask  a  Brother 
to  pay  more  for  an  inferior  shoe.  For  my  part  I 
would  sooner  give  the  money  outright  than  to  ask 
a  Brother  to  enslave  himself  in  making  them,  and 
then  to  pay  more  for  them  than  I  could  buy  them 
for  elsewhere.  I  will  ask  a  question  in  political 
economy:  As  the  working  class,  according  to  the 
best  figures  obtainable,  gets  17  cents  of  every  $1.00 
worth  of  wealth  made  by  them,  how  is  the  manu- 
facturer going  to  sell  this  $1.00  worth  of  wealth? 
How  is  he  going  to  turn  it  into  money?  And  yet 
be  must,  for  cash  profit  is  his  aim.  The  moment 
he  enters  the  market  he  is  confronted  with  the 
fact  that  the  working  people  that  comprise  the 
greater  part  of  the  population  have  but  17  cents  if 
they  spend  all  they  have  for  every  dollar's  worth 
of  goods  he  has  for  sale.  The  result  is  the  crisis— 
the  industrial  panic  which  our  capitalists  and 
economists  tell  us  is  due  to  "overproduction." 
The  first  stages  of  the  crisis  are  now  being  felt  in 
Europe.  Brothers,  watch  its  operation  and  then 
consider  going  into  producing  things  for  sale.  The 
crisis  ought  to  be  on  here  inside  of  a  year— proba- 
bly six  months.  On  a  farm  we  would  produce 
things  for  use  of  members  on  the  farm,  and  farm- 
ing could  be  learned  more  easily  than  to  become 
skilled  in  manufacturing.  The  farm  would  be  a 
good  investment  if  it  could  be  paid  for  on  the 
start,  or  nearly  so.  J.  E.  Geary. 

Tucson.  Ariz. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  omission  of  a 
single  letter  to  The  Conductor  each  month  of 
the  year  1901  meant  a  cut  in  our  salary  there  cer- 
tainly would  be  one  this  month,  but  as  the  salary 
is  small  at  the  best-just  enough  to  pay  our 
postage— we  hump  ourself  in  behalf  of  old  301.  We 
are  in  sackcloth  and  ashes  just  now.  and  all  on  ac- 
count of  our  trainmaster,  Mr.  J.  R.  Cary.  having 
left  us  on  January  1.  The  Division  told  me  to  say 
something  about  him.  but  somehow  we  can't  think 
of  words  that  apply,  for  to  do  him  justice  we  would 
have  to  almost  exhaust  the  English  vocabulary. 
He  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Hagerty.  formerly 
chief  train  dispatcher  for  many  years  on  the  O.  & 
M..  B.  &  O.  S.  W.  It  is  with  a  true  feeling  of 
sadness  that  is  shared  by  all  of  our  Brothers,  and 
not  only  by  them,  but  by  all  those  in  the  transpor- 
tation department  that  we  say  "We  hate  to  see  you 
go.  J.  R.  C."  With  due  respect  to  all  former  train- 
masters and  to  those  who  may  follow,  we  must 
place  him  at  the  head  of  the  procession,  and  it  has 
been  a  long  one.  in  thirty-one  years.  Having  once 
been  one  of  the  craft  he  always  seemed  just  a 
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little  bit  nearer  to  conductors,  just  a  little  bit 
more  reasonable  and  considerate  than  anyone 
with  whom  we  were  ever  thrown  in  contact 
officially  before:  and  we  always  felt  that  we  had  a 
true,  gritty  friend,  who  loved  to  help  those  who 
would  help  themselves.  Qualified  to  an  un- 
usual degree  in  his  capacity  as  trainmaster, 
he  was  a  man  with  us.  that  always  com- 
manded our  highest  regard,  and  many  a  task  has 
been  lightened  when  considered  that  it  was  di- 
rectly for  his  interest  that  we  were  working. 
Always  on  the  lookout,  and  never  backward  in 
giving  just  criticism,  the  service  was  certainly 
bettered  in  very  many  ways  during  the  time  he 
was  here.  He  goes  to  the  C.  &  O.  at  Covington, 
followed  by  the  very  best  wishes  of  admiring  em- 
ployes. Division  301  has  presented  him  with  a 
copy  of  resolutions  indicative  of  the  good  feeling 
of  her  members,  and  their  only  regret  is.  that  they 
can't  do  more. 

Brother  Wm.  Cox,  of  the  above  Division,  is  flag- 
ging on  the  L.  &  W.,  out  of  Birmingham.  Ala.  We 
learn  with  regret  that  Brother  Bart  Hubbard,  of 
the  Monon.  has  been  dismissed.  Brother  William 
Churchill,  formerly  of  the  O.  &  M..  has  been  made 
superintendent  of  the  Ft.  S.  G.  &  M.  We  had  the 
pleasure  recently  of  meeting  Brother  Sam  Stewart 
at  Mitchell.  Ind.  Sam  was  one  of  us.  when  a  train 
on  the  M.  D.  was  a  persimmons  job.  About  the  only 
thing  that  disturbed  a  man's  rest  was  a  passenger 
train  each  way.  It  would  have  been  a  better  job  if 
we  hadn't  had  to  stop  at  Mitchell  for  the  L.  N.  A. 
&  C.  crossing.  The  old  picnic  days  have  gone.  All 
of  the  old  familiar  haunts  of  the  average  brakeman 
and  conductor  of  the  then  "only  times"  have  suc- 
cumbed to  the  rapid  strides  of  civilization.  We 
cast  our  eyes  back  wistfully,  but  in  vain,  and  we 
meekly  take  up  our  cross  again.  How  does  twenty- 
nine  loads  and  twenty-nine  empties  strike  you  for 
what  we  call  a  freight?  Sometimes  when  business 
is  good  we  have  a  full  train  then,  or  what  is  dubbed 
here  a  "baldface"  cut  'em  off  by  the  mile. 

Seymour,  Ind.  C.  W.  M. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  question  of  reducing  the  expenses  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Grand  Division  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  very  important  one.  and  one  which  I  hope  will 
be  considered  at  the  meeting  in  St.  Paul  next  May. 
It  is  easy  of  solution,  in  my  opinion.  Without 
undue  circumlocution  or  argument  at  this  time  I 
will  submit  my  plan:  Instead  of  one  delegate 
from  each  Division,  divide  the  membership  into 
districts  of.  say  five  hundred  members,  each  dis- 
trict to  hold  a  delegate  meeting  in  January  prior 
to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division,  and  elect  a 
representative  to  the  Grand  Division.  District 
meetings  to  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from 
each  Division  in  the  district.  By  this  means  all 
would  be  represented  in  the  Grand  Division,  and 
at  a  greatly  reduced  cost  to  Divisions.  It  would 
also  permit  the  Grand  Division  to  meet  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Order.  The  expenses  of  the 
delegates  to  the  district  meetings  to  be  borne  by 
the  Divisions  sending  the  delegate,  the  expenses 
of  the  representatives  chosen  to  Grand  Division 
to  be  borne  by  apppropriation  from  the  general 
head  of  the  Order.  In  this  way  the  cost  to  the 
membership  would  be  more  nearly  distributed. 


and  by  this  plan  the  business  of  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion would  be  greatly  expedited,  and  generally 
better  results  obtained.  I  expect  to  be  at  the  next 
Grand  Division,  and  if  this  question  is  brought  up, 
shall  be  prepared  to  advance  argument  which,  as 
I  am  a  very  poor  writer,  I  cannot  put  in  a  commu- 
nication. Hoping  that  the  membership  will  think 
carefully  upon  this  subject  and  have  their  dele- 
gate prepared  to  act  upon  it  next  May.  and  with 
best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Order  gener- 
ally and  the  membership  individually.  K.  N. 
Marion  Iowa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Our  Division  is  in  receipt  of  a  prospectus  from 
St.  Paul  Division,  for  which  our  thanks  are  ex- 
tended. The  features  are  unique  (we  mean  the 
prospectus,  not  the  pictures  therein).  The  ad- 
vantages set  forth  are  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  our  only  regret  is  that  we  cannot  attend  en 
masse.  The  street  car  feature  is  novel  and  saves 
one  the  annoyance  of  waiting  on  the  corner,  par- 
ticularly when  one  does  not  know  which  is  the 
corner.  The  banking  facilities  are  excellent  and 
will  doubtless  prove  a  blessing  to  us  who  are  per- 
petually burdened  with  a  large  roll  of  bills  or  a 
bag  of  silver.  The  protection  is  ample,  no  doubt, 
for  those  who  admire  that  style,  but  we  have  ever 
opposed  it.  and  never  deviated,  except  on  one 
occasion,  when  the  hotel  was  crowded,  the  watch- 
man crept  in  to  share  with  us,  there  being  no 
cause  for  him  to  sit  up  longer,  as  everybody  had 
retired.  The  menu  is  superb,  and  is  calculated  to 
satisfy  the  most  fastidious.  Taking  it  as  a  whole, 
if  the  service  compares  favorably  with  the  pros- 
pectus, it  will  indeed  be  glorious,  and  those  who 
are  absent  will  ever  have  cause  to  regret  the  fail- 
ure to  attend  the  greatest  of  all  great  gatherings. 

Our  first  January  meeting  was  well  attended  and 
very  interesting.  Initiation,  installation  and  read- 
ing communications  were  enjoyable  features,  to 
say  nothing  of  receiving  applications  from  some 
of  those  who  are  desirous  of  coming  to  our  fold, 
and  it  is  pleasant  to  note  a  spirit  of  improvement 
over  the  entire  system.  If  that  spirit  is  pushed 
while  we  have  the  ball  rolling  we  can  soon  see  the 
result  of  our  labors  and  the  Order  will  realize  the 
benefits  from  perfect  organization,  thereby  im- 
proving our  condition  and  furnishing  the  company 
better  service. 

In  the  assignment  of  crews  for  the  tourist  sea- 
son. Conductors  D.  L.  Lynch  and  K.  R.  Murrell 
were  designated  to  the  through  run  and  assumed 
the  duties  on  the  15th.  when  the  Florida  Special 
was  placed  in  commission.  Murrell  is  an  old  pas- 
senger conductor  and  the  harness  fits  him  without 
alteration.  Lynch  is  new  in  the  passenger  service, 
but  comes  from  an  old  family  of  conductors  and 
will  doubtless  wear  well,  for  he  is-related  to  his 
father,  who  never  loses  his  head.  We  see  consid- 
erable in  the  Fraternal  Department  as  to  what  is 
to  be  done  with  the  old  conductor,  but  we  see  noth- 
ing feasible.  The  various  schemes  are  all  right 
on  paper,  but  will  not  hold  good  when  put  to  the 
test.  The  farm,  the  factory,  the  railroad,  etcetera, 
are  good  things  for  the  farmer,  the  factory  hand 
and  the  railroad  man.  but  if  a  Brother  is  too  feeble 
to  run  on  Smith's  road,  how  can  he  run  on  that  of 
Jones  or  Brown?  And  if  he  cannot  perform  the 
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duties  on  a  railroad  he  surely  cannot  get  out  in  the 
early  moraine,  feed  stock  and  take  a  plow. ,  In  the 
first  place  he  would  not  know  a  furrow  from  a 
ditch.  In  the  second  place  if  he  were  to  run  a  fur- 
row correctly  he  would  not  know  it,  because  he  is 
no  farmer.  When  you  place  him  in  a  factory  he 
would  not  know  a  loom  from  a  lathe,  and  we  could 
not  promise  a  market  for  his  goods,  because  other 
factories  have  skilled  labor  and  work  on  a  small 
margin  and  can  produce  the  article  at  much  less 
cost  and  sell  a  better  article  for  less  money,  and 
we  would  soon  have  a  stock  on  hand  that  no  one 
would  purchase.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that  this 
is  business  and  not  sentiment,  for  when  it  comes 
to  dollars  and  cents  the  sentiment  will  not  hold. 
These  questions  will  all  be  ventilated  at  St.  Paul, 
and  something  may  develop  that  will  be  tangible; 
we  trust  so.  at  least.  As  far  as  we  can  see,  nothing 
is  clear  but  a  home,  supported  by  an  assessment 
for  a  single  man  and  a  pension  for  the  man  of 
family.  LaFaykttk. 
Wilmington.  N.  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  year  1900  having  past,  and  with  it  the  lives 
of  some  of  our  Brothers,  or  some  member  of  their 
family,  have  passed  out.  While  the  year  1900  has 
been  a  very  successful  and  prosperous  year,  and 
the  death  rate  among  railway  employes  by  acci- 
dent has  not  been  as  great  as  in  former  years,  we 
hope  that  this  will  be  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
and  successful  years  of  any,  and  that  the  death 
rate  will  decrease.  The  railroads  in  this  part  of 
the  country  are  doing  a  better  business  than  ever 
was  known  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Train  men 
do  not  get  hardly  any  rest.  Some  of  the  crews  on 
the  L.  E.  &  W.  Ry.  don't  get  in  until  they  are  noti- 
fied that  they  are  wanted  to  go  on  through  or  turn 
back  as  soon  as  they  can  get  ready.  Brother  A.  L. 
Heath  is  on  the  through  passenger  runs  from  San- 
dusky City  to  Tipton.  Ind.  Brother  J.  N.  Johnston 
has  taken  a  leave  of  absence,  and.  with  his  mother, 
has  taken  a  trip  to  California  to  visit  his  sister. 
Brother  Thos.  Stahl  has  taken  a  few  days'  lay  off. 
by  the  request  of  the  superintendent  Brother 
M.  H.  Lynch  has  been  promoted  and  is  running 
both  ways  out  of  Lima  (from  Lima  to  Tipton  and 
from  Lima  to  Sandusky  City).  Brother  Steele  is 
playing  checkers  with  the  way-bills  and  looking 
after  the  brakemen  drilling  box  cars  and  such 
other  cars  that  may  chance  to  be  in  the  way  be- 
tween Lima  and  Mnncie.  Brother  Sam  Rowe  is 
looking  after  the  local  freight  business  between 
Lima  and  Sandusky  City.  Brothers  Frank  Strohl, 
Pennessy,  Goonan,  Cavenaugh  and  others,  too 
numerous  to  mention,  are  on  the  chain  gang  on  L. 
E.  &  W.  Brother  W.  H.  Wise,  of  the  C.  H.  &  D..  is 
somewhat  stuck  on  himself  when  he  gets  bis  uni- 
form and  brass  buttons  on.  That's  right.  Nig. 
make  the  boys  take  off  their  hats  to  you.  You 
have  earned  it  by  hard  labor  on  that  south  local. 
Brother  C.  W.  Long  has  been  sent  from  D.  &  M. 
division  to  the  C.  H.  &  I.  division  to  count  noses 
between  Hamilton  and  Indianapolis.  Success  to 
you,  C.  W.,  but  look  out.  you  know  what  has  hap- 
pened to  other  D.  &  M.  men  that  have  been  sent 
there.  Brother  Seymour  Evans  thought  it  might 
be  possible  that  he  would  be  denied  the  privilege 


of  ascending  to  a  higher  clime,  so  he  got  a  leave  of 
absence  and  took  a  trip  out  west  and  made  an 
effort  to  go  to  the  top  of  Pike's  Peak.  I  think 
he  made  up  his  mind  that  if  all  high  places  were 
like  Pike's  Peak  that  it  would  best  for  him  to  stay 
down  on  level  ground.  His  health  was  greatly 
benefited  by  the  trip.  He  has  resumed  his  pas- 
senger run  between  Lima  and  Toledo.  He  has  an 
eye  to  business,  and  there  are  very  few  passengers 
escape  him.  Brother  Thos.  Durbin  was  notified 
that  it  was  time  for  him  to  don  a  uniform  and  try 
his  ability  as  a  passenger  conductor.  Tommy  will 
get  there  all  right.  Brother  W.  W.  Armstrong  is 
running  passenger  between  Lima  and  Dayton. 
Brother  J.  H.  Polk  was  told  by  the  officials  that  his 
services  could  and  would  be  dispensed  with.  No 
cause  given.  Brother  Thos.  Carroll  has  been  ap- 
pointed night  yardmaster  in  Lima  yards.  Brother 
Bert  Frith  and  Brother  Jack  Clifford  are  on  local 
between  Lima  and  Dayton.  Good  men  for  the  run. 
Brother  A.  L.  Smith  is  running  local  between 
Lima  and  Toledo.  Art  is  all  right  if  he  has  only  a 
hand  and  a  half.  Brothers  Buckhouse.  Banks. 
Simmons.  Hoover.  Nims.  Holliday.  Saunders.  Reed 
and  too  many  for  me  to  think  of.  are  on  the  chain 
gang.  They  are  all  nice  fellows.  Brother  Asa 
Nims'  wife  is  at  the  Lima  hospital,  where  she  had 
an  operation  performed.  She  is  getting  along 
nicely.  She  has  been  sick  about  seven  months: 
has  been  quite  a  task  to  Brother  Asa,  and  it  will  be 
a  great  relief  to  him  if  she  gets  well  now:  we  hope 
she  will. 

The  D.  &  L.  N.  is  doing  a  very  fair  business  for  a 
new  road.  Brothers  Charley  Stone.  Lochard  and 
A.  Smith  are  doing  the  ticket  punch  act  from 
Lima  to  Detroit.  All  three  members  of  299. 
Brother  Stone  is  a  regular  attendant  when  in  on 
meeting  days.  Brother  L.  is  never  here  on  meet- 
ing days,  but  Brother  Smith  could  attend,  but 
don't.  He  will  think  of  it  when  it  is  too  late. 
Brothers  Still  and  Jones  are  on  through  freight. 
Brother  W.  E.  Stout  is  playing  solitaire  with  the 
way-bills  on  local.  Brother  N.  N.  Ridenour  has 
cast  his  lot  with  the  D.  &  L.  N.  He  was  running 
gravel  train,  but  is  now  on  freight.  Brother  Tom 
Harper  was  let  out  some  time  ago:  he  is  now  with 
the  B.  &  O.  down  in  Maryland. 

The  Ohio  Southern  is  doing  a  good  business.  We 
only  have  one  member  on  the  O.  S..  Brother  Wm. 
Castello,  who  is  running  passenger.  Brother  Geo. 
Mellines.  of  the  O.  S..  is  a  regular  attendant  at  our 
Division  meetings.  A  mighty  nice  Brother:  would 
be  glad  to  have  him  as  a  member.  Division  299  has 
seventy-five  members  in  good  standing.  While 
we  lose  a  Brother  occasionally,  by  having  to  trans- 
fer, we  get  others  in  return,  and  quite  often 
we  get  a  new  one  by  initiation.  Several  of 
the  Brothers  who  have  been  suspended  see  the 
folly  of  their  acts  and  have  repented,  returned 
and  have  been  reinstated.  May  all  that  are 
suspended  see  that  it  is  best  to  be  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing.  At  our  first  meeting  in  1901. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Davis,  of  L.  E.  &  W..  who  had  been  duly 
elected  to  membership,  presented  himself  for 
initiation.  Mr.  Davis  was  taken  to  the  barn  where 
Mr.  Goat  is  kept  and  groomed  by  the  best  hostler 
in  299.  Brother  Chas.  Stone.  Brother  Stone  took 
Mr.  Davis  to  the  bin  where  the  feed  is  kept  for 
Billy.  Davis  wanted  to  know  what  all  of  those  tin 
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cans,  old  hoops,  rubber  boots,  wagon  tires  and 
barrel  staves  were  for.  He  was  informed  that 
was  the  light  diet  prepared  for  Mr.  Billy  for  this 
special  occasion,  as  Mr.  Davis  had  met  with  an 
accident  and  would  not  be  able  to  control  William 
if  he  had  not  been  pnt  on  light  diet  for  a  few  days. 
But  as  it  was.  he  managed  to  escape  death  and  is 
a  fall-fledged  member,  and  I  believe  that  Brother 
Davis  will  do  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  the 
Division.  We  have  ten  or  twelve  more  in  sight 
who  are  eligible  to  become  members. 

In  December,  1900,  the  following  officers  were 
elected  to  take  charge  of  299  for  1901:  J.  L.  Edmis- 
ton.  C.  C:  Frank  Strohl.  A.  C.  C:  O.  D.  Fisher.  S. 
and  T.;  R.  W.  Peck.  S.  C:  C.  C.  Collier.  J.  C:  J.  H. 
Shelly.  I.  S.:  D.M.Anderson.  O.  S.:  Bert  Frith. 
Delegate  to  Grand  Division:  A.  L.  Smith.  Alter- 
nate: Bert  Frith.  Thomas  Strohl  and  D.  M.  Ander- 
son. Trustees:  J.  L.  Edmiston.  Cipher  Correspond- 
ent and  Legislative  Committee.  O.  D.  Fisher  has 
been  S.  and  T.  for  six  years,  and  I  don't  believe 
that  we  could  get  any  one  that  would  keep  the 
records  of  the  Division  in  any  better  shape.  His 
books  are  always  ready  for  the  auditing  commit- 
tee. Division  299  has  a  funeral  benefit  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  to  be  .paid  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased  Brother  immediately  upon 
proof  of  his  death.  We  were  favored  with  a  visit 
by  Brother  Corbitt.  G.  J.  C.  the  last  of  November, 
but  owing  to  the  rush  of  business  on  the  road  we 
did  not  have  enough  members  out  to  hold  a 
meeting,  for  which  I  was  very  sorry,  for  I  would 
have  been  pleased  to  hear  Brother  Corbitt  talk 
and  give  us  some  instructions.  We  are  in  need  of  in- 
structions, and  are  willing  at  all  times  to  receive 
them.  Come  again.  Brother  Corbitt.  and  it  may 
be  that  you  can  get  here  on  a  meeting  day.  In  1900. 
299  missed  one  meeting  day— that  we  did  not  hold 
a  meeting.  I  don't  believe  that  all  of  the  Divisions 
of  the  Order  did  that  well  in  1900.  While  the 
attendance  is  not  so  large,  we  manage  nearly 
always  to  open  the  Division  to  dispose  of  business. 

The  non-attendance  of  Division  meetings  by 
some  of  the  members  is  due  to  a  rush  of  business 
on  the  road,  but  a  great  deal  of  it  is  due  to  the 
carelessness  and  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  mem- 
bers. There  are  too  many  of  them  who  think  that 
all  they  have  to  do  after  being  initiated  is  to  pay 
their  dues,  and  when  there  is  something  done  in 
the  Division  that  doesn't  just  suit  them,  they  kick. 
But  if  they  get  into  a  little  trouble  they  are  the 
first  to  be  at  Division  with  their  little  tale  of  woe. 
and  can't  wait  till  the  Division  is  opened.  Such  as 
these  receive  no  quarters  with  299.  They  must 
get  there  once  in  a  while  when  there  is  no  excuse 
for  them.  The  Wilkesbarre  circular  was  taken 
up  and  considered  as  a  fit  subject  for  the 
waste  basket,  which  place  it  landed.  We  are 
satisfied  with  what  our  Grand  Officers  are  doing, 
and  with  the  salary  they  are  getting.  What  if  they 
do  get  a  great  deal  more  than  any  of  the  conduc- 
tors on  the  roads?  They  have  a  greater  responsi- 
bility resting  on  them.  They  are  disposed  to  look 
after,  and  do  look  after,  the  interests  and  welfare 
of  all  the  Divisions  of  the  Order,  and  I  am  sure 
when  that  is  done  they  have  about  all  they  can  do. 

Hello,  Hot  Tamales.  have  you  got  dinner  ready 
yet?  We  expect  to  be  in  St.  Paul  in  May.  if  there 
is  dough  enough  left,  and  would  like  to  meet  you 

there.  .  J.  L.  Edmiston. 

Lima.  Ohio. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  117  elected  and  instaUed  the  following 
officers  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  December  Geo. 
M.  Miles.  C.  C:  C.  W.  Little.  A.  C.  C:  C.  W.  Kite. 
S.  and  T.:  J.  H.  Hardesty.  S.  C:  Ed  Burke,  J.  C: 
J.  C.  McCarty.  I.  S.;  Ham  Perrett.  O.  S.:  J.  M.  Tor- 
rence.  Geo.  Can*  and  D.  C.  Kelley,  Division  Com- 
mittee: Geo.  M.  Miles,  Delegate:  A.  Lindsey.  Al- 
ternate: J.  H.  Hardesty  Legislative  Committee 
and  Correspondent:  C.  W.  Kyte,  Cipher  Corre- 
spondent. From  the  increased  attendance  the 
change  of  meeting  was  for  the  better.  The  Division 
is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition  indeed.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  there  were  only  two  behind  with 
dues  and  they  have  settled  up  since.  The  treasury 
has  more  money  than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of 
the  Division.  Committees  have  been  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  and  make  suitable  arrangements 
for  our  part  of  the  entertainment  of  the  Grand 
Division  in  May.  Business  on  all  lines  running  in 
here  continues  good,  but  we  hope  to  be  more  at 
leisure  when  our  old  comrades  and  friends  march 
into  St.  Paul,  and  help  show  them  around.  Not 
that  Division  40  requires  any  assistance,  but  for 
our  own  pleasure.  We  were  in  evidence  at  the 
annual  banquet  in  the  saintly  city,  which  words 
fail  to  describe,  and  were  especially  pleased  to  note 
the  improved  healthful  look  in  the  face  of  our 
beloved  Grand  Chief  and  hear  the  inspiring  words 
of  wisdom  and  good  sense  which  fell  from  bis 
lips.  The  weather  has  been  quite  fair  with  us  up 
here  this  winter,  and  now  that  the  mercury  keeps 
registering  quite  a  bit  below  zero  we  feel  encour- 
aged, and  can  predict  with  some  show  of  certainty 
that  the  ice  will  be  out  of  the  lakes  and  mild  and 
delightful  weather  will,  as  usual,  prevail  in  May. 

Minneapolis.  Minn.  J.  H.  Hardesty. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor 

As  a  matter  of  duty  and  pleasure  I  will  endeavor 
to  give  what  news  I  can  and  urge  the  settlement 
at  the  next  Grand  Division.  The  many  battles 
that  have  been  fought  in  regard  to  seniority,  the 
old  and  worn-out  conductor,  a  disability  clause  in 
our  insurance,  the  farm  and  the  home  at  Highland 
Park.  All  are  worthy  subjects,  and  I  do  hope  the 
Grand  Division  will  settle  these  subjects  to  the 
best  interest  of  all  concerned.  I  think  as  much  as 
has  been  said  in  this  connection  that  every  Divi- 
sion will  be  able  to  instruct  their  delegate  in  each 
case. 

Our  Division  is  in  quite  good  condition.  We  are 
steadily  gaining  in  membership  and  at  present  I 
think  we  have  about  seventy  five  members— nearly 
double  what  it  was  four  years  ago.  We  had  a 
special  meeting  on  the  23d  ult.  and  took  three  more 
into  the  fold.  They  are  very  substantial  Brothers 
and  we  are  very  glad  to  open  our  doors  to  such 
Brothers.  Quite  a  number  of  Brothers  have  trans- 
ferred to  us  in  the  past  four  or  five  months.  We 
are  also  glad  to  see  them  come.  Some  time  past 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  greeting  our  Grand  Officer 
Brother  Wilkins.  at  a  special  meeting,  after  which 
the  Brothers  went  to  Brother  Hegy's.  where  a 
beautiful  lunch  was  spread.  Short  speeches  and  a 
general  good  time  was  had.  On  the  10th  ult.  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  public  installa- 
tion of  officers  of  the  L.  A.  A  good  time  was  en- 
joyed by  all,  after  which  a  very  nice  lunch  was 
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served.  Several  of  oar  members  are  on.  the  sick 
list  Brother  Little  has  just  returned  to  work  after 
nearly  a  month's  ailment  Brother  Pexton  was 
off  for  part  of  a  month.  Brother  Jack  Burns,  of 
SoutblOmaba.  is  down  with  smallpox,  and  Brother 
O.  E.  Burk  is  still  at  St  Joseph  Hospital.  Omaha, 
but  is  convalescent  He  would  be  pleased  at  any 
time  to  have  any  of  the  Brothers  call.  (You  need 
not  call  on  Brother  Burns). 

The  following:  officers  were  elected  for  1901:  O.  E. 
Briggs.  C.  C:  J.  H.  Hocker.  A.  C.  C:  F.  M.  Hoxie. 
S.C.:  C.  H.  Hetts.  J.  C:  J.  C.  Warren.  I.  S.:  J.  H. 
Matthis.  O.  S.:  Brothers  Shriner.  Comsedine  and 
Galdrich.  Local  Committee  for  Wyoming  division 
B.  &  M.:  J.  B.  Tanney.  J.  H.  Hocker  and  F.  M. 
Hoxie.  Division  Committee:  O.  S.  Ward  retained 
as  S.  and  T.  by  C.  C.  casting  entire  vote  of  Divi- 
sion: J.  B.  Tanney.  Delegate:  O.  E.  Briggs,  Cipher 
Correspondent:  F.  M.  Hoxie.  Conductor  Corre- 
spondent. F.  M.  Hoxie. 

Lincoln.  Neb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  263  moves  along  pleasantly  and  holds 
her  own  in  membership.  We  have  sixty-three 
members  at  present,  four  having  dropped  out  in 
the  past  year  and  four  taken  in— two  by  transfer 
and  two  by  the  circuitous  route.  Brothers  Taylor 
and  Welsh,  of  Division  183.  transferred  to  us.  We 
were  all  agreeably  surprised  to  hear  of  Brother 
McVeigh's  good  fortune.  May  you  still  continue 
to  climb  the  ladder.  Brother  Mac.  is  the  wish  of  all 
of  us.  Brother  Craddock  has  been  sick  for  several 
weeks  past,  but  his  early  recovery  has  been 
assured  us  and  we  hope  to  soon  see  him  in  the 
Division  room  again  ere  he  is  forgotten.  I  would 
like  to  see  or  hear  through  Thb  Conductor  from 
Divisions  193  and  233.  The  first  where  I  was  made 
a  conductor  and  the  second  where  I  spent  two 
happy  years  (before  they  had  a  Division)  and  was 
compelled  to  resign  to  avoid  the  annual  falling  of 
the  axe.  Brothers  Joe  Brown  and  John  Doyle, 
what  have  be  become  of  you?  Last  heard  of  you 
on  the  Hocking.  Brother  Cowherd  still  prospers 
in  the  commission  business,  as  does  Brother  Mc- 
Betle.  both  being  hale  fellows  well  met  and  de- 
serve all  the  good  luck  they  have.  Brother  Welch, 
of  297,  do  you  remember  of  a  certain  Sabbath  in 
December.  1897.  when  the  remark  of  "only  a  leg 
broke"  caused  a  general  laugh  and  spoiled  a 
solemn  scene?  Probably  Bickers  or  McNemar  can 
remember  it.  R.  M.  H. 

Cumberland.  Md. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  our  last  meeting  onr  Assistant  C.  C.  raised  a 
general  rumpus  because  he  had  seen  nothing  in 
Thb  Conductor  for  the  last  two  years  about  Divi- 
sion 205.  The  Division  forthwith  decided  that  yours 
truly  had  to  undertake  the  job  at  once,  with  an 
understanding  that  if  the  fruits  of  my  mental 
efforts  went  into  your  waste  basket  instead  of 
The  Conductor  I  would  be  fired  off  the  com- 
mittee to  get  up  a  moonlight  excursion  to  the 
capes  next  summer.  Now.  Brother  Editor,  I  am 
surely  going  to  do  my  best  to  stay  right  side  up. 
and  solicit  your  assistance  to  keep  me  out  of 
trouble.  I  don't  mind  being  roasted  by  one  or  two, 
but  doggoned  if  I  don't  feel  blue  when  I  think  of 


getting  the  entire  Division  on  my  neck.  It's  not 
been  long  since  I  got  mixed  up  in  a  scrape  that 
has  not  entirely  blown  over.  My  predecessor 
failed  to  make  our  presence  on  the  continent 
known  through  our  medium,  Thb  Conductor. 
and  as  a  consequence  won't  show  up  to  get  roasted 
and  is  counted  in  with  the  non-attenders.  which 
comprise  about  seventy  per  cent  of  our  member- 
ship. Bnt  with  all  these  drawbacks  we  have  quite 
a  nice  Division,  and  we  would  not  be  afraid  to 
make  a  comparison  with  any  our  size.  Thanks  to 
our  few  loyal  standard  bearers.  There  is  some 
new  material  in  our  territory  and  the  boys  are 
after  them.  We  expect  to  feed  our  goat  on  gun- 
powder and  vinegar  for  the  next  few  days  in  order 
to  get  his  temper  toned  up  for  the  new  recruits. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
passed  off  very  quiet.  There  was  some  wire-pull- 
ing between  Brothers  P.  B.  Luke  and  M.  Lossiter. 
they  both  being  nominated  for  representative. 
When  time  came  to  vote  they  promised  to  vote  for 
each  other,  but,  'pon  my  word.  I  don't  believe  they 
did  anything  of  the  kind,  for  I  held  a  responsible 
position  in  that  election  and  they  both  voted  for 
self.  We  were  very  much  interested  in  the  last 
monthly  circular  from  our  G.  C.  C,  which  was 
very  instructive  as  well  as  interesting.  The 
proposition  to  split  our  insurance  does  not  suit  our 
fancy.  But  we  will  not -commence  to  kick  yet  as 
we  are  not  well  enough  posted.  I  have  read  so 
much  in  Thb  Conductor  about  the  farm,  factory, 
and  numerous  other  schemes  for  us  conductors 
when  we  get  to  be  a  burden  generally,  just  walk- 
ing around  to  keep  the  undertaker  out  of  a  job. 
that  I  have  gotten  so  mixed  that  I  don't  know  what 
I  do  think  best.  When  I  read  some  apparently 
good  scheme  that  some  far  sighted,  thoughtful 
Brother  had  planned.  I  would  stop,  think  over  it 
and  imagine  myself  getting  ready  to  leave  my  old 
home  and  friends  to  go  on  the  O.  R.  C.  farm  or  to 
work  at  something  I  knew  nothing  about  in  the  O. 
R.  C.  factory.  In  every  case  so  far  I  have  found 
none  that  suited  me  individually.  No  matter  how 
humble  the  home  and  its  surroundings  may  be 
there  is  nothing  like  it.  I  may  be  considered  too 
choice,  but  I  think  I  have  plenty  of  company,  I 
am  unable  to  see  far  enough  in  such  deep  ques- 
tions. At  any  rate  I  believe  in  patronizing  home 
enterprise,  that  is,  when  you  have  to  give  the 
undertaker  a  job.  let  it  be  an  old  acquaintance,  if 
possible. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  all  the 
railroads  in  this  section  seem  to  be  doing  a  good 
business,  thereby  making  plenty  of  work  for  our 
Brothers.  Yours  truly  does  not  happen  to  be  in 
train  or  yard  service,  am  pleased  to  say.  but  that 
does  not  in  the  least  lessen  the  interest  I  take  in 
the  welfare  of  Brothers  who  are  in  the  active 
service.  W.  J.  L. 

Portsmouth,  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

In  my  position  as  door  keeper  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  6th  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Wyoming  I'm  put  in  the  same  position  as  a  look- 
out of  a  faro  game  in  closely  observing  the  law 
makers  of  Wyoming.  They  are  90  per  cent  Amer- 
ican born,  doing  their  business  in  a  cool,  level- 
headed manner,  giving  every  citizen  a  square  deal. 
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In  observing  the  workings  of  legislative  bodies, 
composed  of  all  classes  of  citizens,  it  struck  me 
why  laboring  men  fail  in  introducing  legislation. 
First,  they  are  strung  up  with  their  importance 
like  fiddle  strings,  ready  to  play  at  all  street  cor- 
ners, and  when  they  come  to  take  their  seats  they 
want  all  eyes  turned  on  them  humbly  acknowledg- 
ing them  kings  of  labor.  What  is  the  result? 
When  their  first  bill  is  read  by  the  chief  clerk  for 
the  first  time  and  referred  to  the  committee  it  be- 
longs, should  the  committee  to  which  his  bill  was 
referred  recommend  against  its  passage,  he  wants 
to  assemble  every  laboring  man  he  can  reach  to 
proclaim  his  so-called  wrongs,  and  abuse  the  com- 
mittee in  all  kinds  of  languages.  Now  the  other 
fellow,  say  a  ranch  man.  will  introduce  all  kinds  of 
legislation,  and  if  some  bill  he  is  particularly  in- 
terested in  gets  knocked  out  by  the  committee,  he 
laughs  at  the  chairman.  What  is  the  result?  The 
committee  recommends  it  back  with  some  lines 
stricken  out;  the  result  is  it  passes  both  houses  and 
the  governor  signs  it,  and  it  becomes  a  law.  If  la- 
boring men  would  do  that  way  with  law  making 
bodies  that  have  ambitions  to  serve  the  people  as 
law  makers,  how  much  backbiting  of  innocent 
men  would  be  saved.  How  many  reform  laws  we 
could  have  on  our  statute  books.  It  seems  to  me 
that  laboring  men  should  elect  a  legislative  man 
and  pay  to  have  him  attend  legislative  bodies:  then 
elect  him  to  serve  as  a  law  maker  in  state  legisla- 
tures. It  also  seems  to  me  that  our  Grand  Division 
assembling  at  St.  Paul  should  organize  a  legisla- 
tive committee  in  every  state  in  the  union,  com- 
posed of  all  classes  of  organized  labor,  and  when 
their  election  time  comes  put  these  men  in  the 
field  and  see  that  they  are  elected:  then  when  our 
law  makers  assemble  they  can  have  some  reform 
laws  put  on  our  statute  books,  and  these  so-called 
reform  political  parties  that  bother  the  brains  of 
our  laboring  men  would  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  At 
one  election  in  Denver.  Colorado,  I  counted  seven 
reform  laboring  tickets  on  the  official  ballot.  It 
looked  to  me  that  the  laboring  men  of  Denver 
were  politically  (?)  crazy,  and  should  have  a 
guardian  appointed  to  keep  them  out  of  trouble.  I 
will  say  this  much  in  behalf  of  organized  labor  on 
railroads  in  Wyoming:  The  6th  legislature  of  the 
state  of  Wyoming  are  one  and  all  friends  of  organ- 
ized labor.  J.  Dwybr. 
Bvanston,  Wyo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  last  you  beard  from  Division  123  was  last 
summer.  A  long  time  ago,  but  better  late  than 
never. 

Our  Division  is  flourishing.  The  annual  report 
of  our  Secretary,  read  at  our  last  meeting  in  De- 
cember, shows  131  members  in  good  standing,  with 
one  out  of  employment.  We  have  $2315  in  treas- 
ury, and  only  $2.00  due  the  Division  from  its  mem- 
bers. I  fear,  though,  that  after  the  return  of  our 
"Georgia  Special"  from  the  Grand  Division  next 
May.  our  Division  treasury  will  not  be  is  such  a 
healthy  condition,  as  we  propose  to  do  more  on  our 
trip  for  the  money  than  any  other  Division  has 
ever  undertaken.  We  expect  to  leave  Macon  on 
May  9.  over  Southern  R'y ..  with  train  consisting  of 
one  baggage,  one  dinner  and  four  P.  P.  C.  going 
via  Atlanta.  Chattanooga.  Cincinnati.  Indianapo- 


lis, Chicago.  Milwankee  and  Madison,  arriving  at 
St.  Paul  on  the  morning  of  opening  of  the  Grand 
Division.  At  closing  of  Grand  Division  train  will 
leave  for  Yellowstone  National  Park,  where  we 
have  made  arrangements  to  take  the  party  through 
the  park,  viewing  the  most  stupendous  natural 
wonders  of  America.  This  trip  alone  is  worth  the 
cost  of  the  entire  trip.  Leaving  the  park  we  go  to 
Portland,  San  Francisco,  Sacramento.  Salt  Lake 
City,  thence  to  Glenwood  Springs,  where  we  will 
all  have  an  opportunity  to  take  a  much  needed 
bath  in  that  wonderful  hot  spring.  Proceeding,  we 
go  to  Colorado  Springs  and  Manitou  Springs.  Colo- 
rado's most  famous  resort,  lies  nestling  at  the  foot 
of  Pike's  Peak  (this  is  a  side  trip.)  At  Denver  we 
expect  to  make  arrangements  to  visit  Silver 
Plume  via  Colorado  So.  R'y.,  over  the  famous 
loop— one  of  the  world's  greatest  feats  of  civil  en- 
gineering—thence to  Omaha.  Burlington,  St. 
Louis,  Nashville,  Atlanta,  then  to  "Home  Sweet 
Home,"  dear  old  Macon.  Stops  will  be  made  at 
points  mentioned. 

The  price  for  this  trip  will  be  $75.00  each,  one  to  a 
berth.  Children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12  (two 
to  a  berth)  $37.50  each.  This  includes  transporta- 
tion, meals  in  diner  and  a  berth  during  the  entire 
trip.  I  hope  all  the  Brothers  within  our  territory 
or  along  our  proposed  route  will  give  us  a  helping 
hand  in  any  way  possible.  Any  desiring  to  go  with 
us  will  please  make  their  money  order  payable  to 
Brother  A.  N.  Kendrick.  room  1  Napier  Bldg..  Ma- 
con. Ga.  Homer  Dickinson. 

Macon.  Ga. 

<5 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  42  is  not  setting  the  world  on  fire, 
but  each  member  is  quietly  striving  to  assist  the 
other,  and  in  that  way  have  put  our  treasury  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition,  and  is  very  gratifying 
to  all.  and  especially  our  retiring  officers.  Great 
credit  is  due  them.  Our  new  elected  officers  for 
1S01  are  the  best  money  can  procure.  They  are:  T. 
S.  Payne.  C.  C:  J.  J.  Hanington.  A.  C.  C:  S.  P. 
Combs,  S.  and  T.:  H.  Ginn.  S.  C:  W.  Marauda.  J. 
C:  W.  C.  Bell.  I.  S.:  Geo.  Steward.  O.  S.;  C.  G. 
Stevenson.  T.  D.  Brassfleld,  Ed  Wright,  Commit- 
tee: J.  R.  Morris.  Delegate:  H.  Ginn.  Alternate;  E. 
A.  Stone,  Legislative  Representative;  R.  B.Trum- 
bull, G.  M.  Burr  ett,  L.  D.  Brassfield.  Trustees. 

Everything  is  lovely  on  7th  and  8th  districts  of 
the  C,  R.  I.  &  P..  and  we  are  enjoying  a  very  nice 
business.  We  have  five  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  engines. 
Some  of  the  boys  call  them  battle  ships,  but  their 
true  name  is  a  Hog.  We  do  not  handle  trains  on  ton- 
nage basis,  but  by  miles,  or,  two  miles  of  cars  1.000 
tons  is  their  rating.  A  jump  from  650  tons  to  1,000 
tons  is  not  much  when  you  are  accustomed  to  itl 
With  order  boards  displayed  at  both  ends  of  your 
train,  footwear  has  advanced  in  price.  Our  locals 
on  8th  district  are  handled  by  Brothers  L.  Ander- 
son and  D.  L.  Nagle.  Last  but  not  least,  second  11 
and  second  12,  known  as  the  free  package  delivery, 
on  7th  district,  are  handled  by  Brothers  R.  E. 
Christy  and  Dennie  Hanington,  the  warmest  baby 
in  the  bunch.  Any  Brothers,  if  real  good,  may 
read  my  new  $15.00  book,  entitled  "C  R.  I.  &  P. 
System  and  Representatives  and  Employes,"  pub- 
lished by  the  Biographical  Publishing  Co..  1011 
Masonic  Temple,  Chicago.  111.  Brothers,  just  sign 
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your  name  when  they  call  on  yon:  they  will  do  the 
rest.  Now  laugh,  you  who  have  no  book. 

January  Conductor  at  hand  and  is  always  a 
welcome  visitor  at  our  home,  and  read  by  every 
member  of  our  family.  Let  the  good  work  go  on! 
What  has  become  of  Brother  Ingram  and  his  in- 
surance tables?  Brothers,  figures  won't  lie.  Let 
us  hear  from  you.  Brother  Ingram.  Hoping  to  see 
an  increased  attendance  of  members  at  large,  also 
in  Division  42.  Never  Clear. 

Trenton.  Mo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  somewhat  proud  that  I  should  be  ranked 
with  such  able  writers  as  Brother  Burdick.  of 
Roadhouse,  mentions  on  page  43  of  The  Conduc- 
tor. I  only  wish  that  I  could  say  something  that 
would  really  be  of  benefit  to  the  Order.  Here  I 
have  been  writing  for  the  past  three  years,  advo- 
cating that  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  do 
something  to  help  their  Brothers  or  members  of  a 
Brother's  family,  who  are  in  need  of  assistance, 
asking  the  Brothers  to  do  only  what  they  have  all 
taken  an  obligation  to  do.  and  yet  all  that  has  been 
accomplished  is.  that  I  receive  the  leers  and  cuffs 
of  the  majority  of  the  writers  in  The  Conductor. 
Some  say  that  we  should  drop  the  home  question 
forever,  as  the  scheme  or  vision  of  a  disordered 
brain.  Let  the  old  conductor  alone,  and  he  will 
take  care  of  himself.  I  know  a  good  Brother  right 
here  in  Toledo  that  said  in  open  Division  that  he 
had  all  that  he  could  attend  to  to  run  his  train, 
without  trying  to  start  a  shoe  factory  or  buy  a 
farm:  that  he  did  not  need  the  farm  or  home  yet. 
and  hoped  that  he  never  would.  Well.  I  hope,  too, 
he  never  will,  but  he  may  be  the  very  one  that 
might  accept  employment  in  the  shoe  factory  first. 
I  don't  like  to  hear  a  Brother  say.  "I  have  a  good 
job,  and  I  don't  care  what  you  old  fellows  do."  Tell 
me.  will  you.  how  this  only-for-himself  conductor 
got  his  good  job?  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  old 
conductor  he  would  not  have  had  one-half  as  good 
a  job.  So  he  has  all  he  can  do  to  run  his  own  train, 
draw  his  own  salary  and  spend  his  own  money,  has 
he?  I  claim  that  he  is  in  debt  and  owes  the  old 
conductor  quite  a  sum.  and  that  it  is  his  duty  to 
pay  at  least  part  of  that  debt,  and  not  get  up  in  a 
Division  room  and  say  I  am  always  willing  to  do 
anything  I  can  for  the  Order  or  anything  that  will 
better  the  condition  of  any  Brother,  that  is  in 
actual  service,  not  one  who  is  out  of  employment, 
or  of  helping  to  do  something  that  will  increase 
my  own  wages.  But  when  it  comes  to  spending 
any  of  my  money  to  build  factories  or  buy  farms, 
why.  I  don't  believe  in  it,  and  I  don't  want  the  Or- 
der to  take  any  part  of  any  fund  they  may  have  to 
use  for  any  such  purpose,  either,  because  we  con- 
ductors that  are  in  employment  may  want  it  our- 
selves sometime.  We  may  have  a  strike  some- 
time and  will  want  that  money,  and  you  fellows 
that  have  no  train  to  run  must  do  without.  You 
fellows  are  out  of  a  job  and  you  might  as  well  get 
out  of  the  Order.  Now.  is  not  this  Brother  who 
talks  that  way  a  nice  golden  rule  Brother?  We 
have  them  in  every  Division.  Shame!  I  say.  Why 
don't  you  practice  a  little  out  of  the  Division  room 
that  you  preach  in  it?  Brother  Johnson,  of  Taco- 
ma.  mentions  this  shoe  factory,  and  says  that  con- 


ductors could  not  go  into  a  factory  and  earn  a 
day's  pay,  as  they  have  no  knowledge  of  its  busi- 
ness, etc.  Now,  Brother  Johnson,  let  me  explain  a 
little.  Any  shoe  factory  in  this  country  pays  wages 
to  their  employes.  They  have  skilled  workmen 
who  are  paid  good  wages,  and  they  sell  their  pro- 
duct wholesale;  and  after  paying  the  aforesaid 
wages,  taxes,  insurance,  etc..  they  still  make  a 
profit  on  their  goods.  Now  tell  me.  if  the  railway 
men  had  a  factory,  and  our  manager  wanted  ex- 
perienced employes  to  start  with,  don't  you  think 
he  could  find  them  in  the  east  that  would  come 
into  our  factory  and  take  charge  of  the  business? 
And  don't  you  suppose  that  one  of  our  conductors 
could  learn  the  business  under  his  instructions? 
Don't  you  think.  Brother  Johnson,  that  if  you 
were  to  enter  this  factory,  and  you  was  to  learn 
to  cut  stock,  and  a  competent  man  was  to  instruct 
you.  that  inside  of  three  months  you  would  be  com- 
petent to  do  that  work  without  an  instructor? 
Sure  you  would.  And  inside  of  ten  days.  too.  Sup- 
pose instead  of  going  into  the  shop  you  went  on 
the  road  selling  these  goods.  Don't  you  think  you 
could  place  a  few  orders?  Would  not  the  average 
conductor  make  a  good  traveling  salesman?  Of 
course  he  would.  I  have  got  all  the  confidence 
in  the  world  in  the  conductor  if  he  only  has  the 
chance.  Again,  you  ask  if  anyone  believes  that 
old  conductors  and  their  friends  would  at  once 
transfer  their  patronage  to  an  institution  of  this 
kind,  knowing  if  they  did  so  that  they  would  not 
only  get  just  as  good  an  article,  and  in  every  way 
satisfactory,  but  that  they  would  be  helping  to 
support  their  Brothers.  Why  wouldn't  they?  Why 
wouldn't  every  Brother  urge  their  friends  to  buy 
that  shoe?  Ask  yourself.  Brother  Johnson,  would 
you  buy  that  shoe?  If  you  would,  then  believe  that 
every  other  Brother  would  do  so. 

I  notice  that  our  Brother  "Chicago"  has  a  home 
on  his  shoulders,  too.  Well,  my  Division  donates 
$12.00  each  year  to  that  institution.  Highland  Park 
Home  is  supported  almost  entirely  on  charity. 
Two  years  ago.  in  the  columns  of  The  Conduc- 
tor, writers  were  jumping  on  me  about  the  farm. 
They  did  not  want  a  home  into  which  they  could 
not  take  their  good,  old  wives.  They  would  not 
leave  their  life  companions  to  the  county  poor 
house.while  they  went  to  the  home.  No!  They  would 
both  go  together  whatever  happened.  Now  Brother 
"Chicago."  will  you  kindly  answer  one  question- 
does  the  Highland  Park  Home  admit  the  wives, 
widows  and 'orphans  of  railway  men.  or  do  they 
have  to  go  to  the  county  poor  house?  Let  me  ask 
you  this.  I  know  of  an  O.  R.  C.  man  here  in  Toledo 
that  has  been  gradually  reduced  from  the  position 
of  conductor  down  the  line,  until  now  he  is  en- 
tirely out  There  is  only  himself  and  wife,  each  of 
them  about  sixty  years  of  age.  Suppose  the 
Brother  makes  application  and  is  received  in  the 
Highland  Park  Home,  what  do  you  do  with  the 
wife?  What  do  you  do  for  her?  Can  she  come  too. 
or  mnst  the  husband  and  wife  be  separated,  and 
the  Brother  be  supported  by  his  Division  in  the 
home  and  the  Sister  somewhere  else?  I  ask 
Brother  "Chicago."  or  I  will  ask  Sister  Watson  or 
Father  Coffin  to  explain  the  workings  of  their 
home.  If  the  Highland  Park  Home  is  the  kind  of 
a  home  that  is  desired,  then  let  us  do  something  at 
St.  Paul  and  put  that  institution  on  its  feet  and 
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support  it  with  a  will,  bat  if  it  is  not.  then  let  us 
have  one  that  is  what  we  want. 

I  have  just  read  Brother  H.  W.  G's  letter  in  the 
January  number,  and  I  am  favorably  impressed 
with  his  ideas,  and  also  with  the  suggestion  of 
Brother  Little's,  that  the  Grand  Sessions  should 
be  held  in  the  city  of  the  headquarters  of  the  Or- 
der, and  in  their  own  hall.  That  brings  to  mind 
the  fact  that  the  question  of  permanent  location  of 
the  headquarters  of  the  Order  will  come  up  at  St. 
Paul  for  final  action.  So  get  ready,  all  you  cities 
that  want  to  donate.  Come  to  St.  Paul  with  your 
cash  and  your  snare  and  see  if  you  can  catch  the 
prize. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  again  visited  To- 
ledo Division  No.  26.  and  beg  to  report  a  good  at- 
tendance and  the  successfnl  promotion  of  J.  P. 
Taylor  to  "regular  conductor."  Toledo  Division 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  usually  have  a 
goodly  number  present  at  our  meetings,  but  more 
should  attend.  We  only  ask  our  members  to  put 
in  an  appearance  twice  each  month,  (second  and 
fourth  Sundays,  unless  duly  notified  of  a  special 
meeting.)  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  all  members 
should  endeavor  to  comply  with  such  an  easy  re- 
quest. Just  try  it  boys,  for  the  balance  of  this 
century,  at  least,  and  after  the  expiration  of  that 
time  you  might  let  the  younger  members  have  a 
chance. 

Something  of  a  surprise  was  sprung  on  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Division  just  after  closing.  It  was  this 
way:  Brother  A.  B.  Jones,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
local  grievance  committee,  of  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  R'y.. 
of  this  Division,  and  a  Brother  who  is  always  ready 
to  do  anything  and  everything  he  can  for  the  O.  R. 
C.  or  an  O.  R.  C.  man.  very  quietly  passed  the 
cigars  to  those  present.  [Al  usually  does  things  in 
a  quiet  way.  anyhow— Ed.]  saying  that  they  were 
all  good  fellows,  and  he  thought  they  were  entitled 
to  smoke.  The  cigars  were  accepted  readily 
enough,  but  we  were  nonplussed  to  find  a  cause.  It 
finally  leaked  out  that  Brother  Jones  had  been 
quietly  wedded  last  Wednesday  .'and  that  there  was 
now  a  Mrs.  Jones.  The  sentiment  of  congratula- 
tion for  Brother  A.  B.  and  sympathy  for  Mrs.  J. 
was  extended  with  much  fervor,  and  the  cries  of 
"What  Happened  to  Jones"  were  heard  on  all 
sides.  Sympathy  was  also  expressed  for  Brother 
H.  C.  Hatcher,  who  is  the  only  surviving  bachelor 
in  onr  Division.  Hopes  are  now  entertained,  how- 
ever, that  there  may  be  trouble  even  for  him.  If 
any  of  the  fair  sex  are  'looking  for  somebody  to 
support  we  can  most  cheerfully  recommend  our 
bachelor  Brother.  I  can  say  for  myself  that  I  have 
often  seen  him  when  he  was  perfectly  sober,  and  I 
believe  there  are  others  that  will  say  as  much.  He 
is  all  right,  well  broke  and  can  ride  a  wheel. 
Toledo.  O.  B.  P.  Osborn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  suppose  it  is  natural  for  us  poor  wanderers  in  a 
foreign  land  to  read  with  deeper  interest  than 
those  blessed  with  the  privilege  of  being  sur- 
rounded by  loved  ones  at  home,  anything  pointing 
to  the  betterment  of  our  class.  From  time  to 
time  we  see  in  The  Conductor  propositions  to 
use  the  surplus  in  our  treasury  to  build  a  home  for 
old  conductors.  Now.  look  at  this  in  a  conserva- 


tive and  unbiased  way  and  see  what  would  be  the 
result.  I  take  it  that  the  idea  of  all  true  men  is  to 
help  the  worthy  in  preference  to  the  unworthy. 
Now.  the  worthy  and  needy  old  conductors  are  in 
nearly  every  case  men  who  have  families  and  have 
expended  their  earnings  from  mouth  to  month 
supporting  and  educating  them,  and  possibly  be- 
fore they  have  completed  their  meritorious  work 
of  life  they  have  been  thrown  out  of  work  as  con- 
ductor by  some  change  on  the  system  where  they 
have  spent  the  best  years  of  their  lives,  and  they 
find  that  years  have  crept  on  them  and  they  are 
barred  by  age  limit,  or  they  have  some  littler 
physical  defect,  such  as  a  slight  near-sightedness 
in  one  eye.  whilst  they  can  see  as  well  as  anyone 
looking  ordinarily  with  both  eyes,  as  one  always 
does:  or  they  are  slightly  ruptured,  and  have  been 
for  years,  but  it  has  never  interfered  with  their 
work,  and  have  never  had  an  accident  that  was  in 
any  way  attributable  to  any  of  these  small  ills  to 
which  such  a  large  portion  of  humanity  are  liable. 
Some  little  accident  or  personal  dislike  of  some 
new  petty  official  has  thrown  them  out  on  the  sys- 
tem where  they  have  spent  the  best  years  of  their 
lives,  and  they  find  themselves  confronted  with 
the  necessity  of  hunting  employment  elsewhere. 
Then  they  find  themselves  confronted  with  the 
age  limit  and  physical  examination  fiends  and 
seniority  ruling,  and  soon  they  find  themselves 
reduced  from  good,  self-supporting  citizens  to  one 
of  an  army  of  tramps  looking  for  work  to  make  a 
little  money  to  send  home  to  feed  loved  ones* 
Would  a  home  help  such  men?  Could  they  take 
their  dear  wives  and  children  to  such  an  asylum? 
Men  with  no  incumbrance  need  no  such  help  as  a 
home.  If  they  eschew  dens  of  vice  and  whisky 
shops  they  can  easily  provide  for  old  age.  It  is 
the  worthy  we  should  look  out  for.  Now.  for  the 
trouble  and  the  remedy.  One  of  our  great  troubles, 
in  addition  to  age  limit,  physical  examination  and 
seniority,  is  the  increased  capacity  of  rolling 
stock  and  motive  power  and  double-headers.  The 
latter  two  making  it  unnecessary,  as  most  general 
managers  erroneously  think,  to  employ  more  than 
half  the  conductors  and  trainmen.  Now.  for  the 
remedy,  and  I  wish  all  my  Brothers  to  think  well 
of  what  I  propose:  Instead  of  thinking  of  a  home 
that  would  really  be  available  to  but  a  few  (great- 
est good  to  greatest  number),  appropriate  a  sum 
sufficient  to  maintain  a  standing  committee  of 
good,  able  and  earnest  men.  whom  no  one  can  help 
respecting  and  listening  to.  and  who  are  suffi- 
ciently enthnsed  with  their  work  to  make  them 
indefatigable;  empower  or  intrust  this  committee 
to  wait  on  or  obtain  audiences  with  the  presidents 
of  these  large  corporations,  or  with  the  general 
managers,  where  such  men  are  not  narrow  minded 
and  entirely  wrapped  up  in  themselves.  First 
doing  away  with  the  age  limit,  and  next  the  physi- 
cal examination,  letting  a  man's  ordinary  stamina 
and  average  eyesight  and  age  not  making  him 
decrepit  good  enough  to  insure  him  a  chance 
to  continue  in  the  vocation  in  which  he  has  passed 
the  best  years  of  his  life.  The  double-header  sys- 
tem throws  out  many.  Now.  where  double  the 
number  of  cars  are  put  in  a  train  the  responsi- 
bility and  risk  are  doubled,  and  why  would  it  not 
pay  any  company,  both  in  saving  of  time  and  pre- 
venting collisions,  to  put  a  double  crew  on?  One 
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conductor  to  be  on  the  engine  and  one  on  the  rear 
end.  and  at  least  one  extra,  brakeman.  and  where 
donble-headers  are  run  and  traffic  heavy  there 
would  then  always  be  an  experienced  and  respon- 
sible man  ahead  to  look  out  for  orders  and  one 
behind  to  look  after  the  cars  and  protection  of  his 
train.  What  would  the  small  additional  amount  of 
pay  amount  to.  if  by  doing  this  a  company  saved  a 
few  wrecks  and  a  few  hours'  delay,  and  most  of 
all.  a  few  human  lives,  and  in  addition .  got  the 
respect  and  hearty  co-operation  of  their  conduc- 
tors. I  believe  this  can  be  accomplished  if  the 
right  men  are  put  on  such  a  committee,  and  we 
have  able  men  and  eloquent  men  and  honest  men 
and  earnest  men.  Get  them  and  pay  them  well.  In 
addition,  all  wealthy  men  are  not  soulless.  There 
are  many  grand  and  noble  men  among-  them  who 
are  at  heart  philanthropic,  but  in  the  rush  and 
hurry  of  life— this  competitive  life— they  do  not 
stop  to  think  and  ask  themselves.  "Am  I  my 
brother's  keeper?"  What  am  I  doing  to  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  my  less  fortunate  Brother  man? 
But  nevertheless,  my  Brother,  there  are  many 
grand  men  at  the  top  who  can  be  approached  and 
who  will  heed,  and  who  have  only  forgotten  that 
there  is  no  pocket  in  a  shroud,  and  that  only  a 
man's  good  work  lives  after  him.  Approach  such 
of  God's  noblemen  and  the  narrow-minded  and 
unapproachable  will  fall  in  and  follow  as  sycho- 
phants  always  do.  This  is  a  crude  outline  of  what 
I  wish  to  present  to  my  thinking  Brothers,  and  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  should  de- 
velop something.  Hoping  (bat  some  good  may 
come  of  it.  Mexican  Castaway. 

Jimulco.  Mex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  3S2  is  a  little  late  in  relating  annual 
election,  but  still  in  the  ring,  and  sends  compli- 
ments of  the  new  century  and  the  merry  season 
to  you  and  all  other  Brothers  dispersed  through- 
out the  land. 

December  23  we  held  our  annual  election  of 
officers,  and  the  following  were  the  choice:  A.  A. 
Belbeck,  C.  C:  Ely  Law.  A.  C.  C.  (get  there.  Ely, 
we  all  feel  proud  to  greet  you.  we  know  that  Ely 
always  has  a  jovial  side):  W.  E.  Risteen  (known  as 
the  old  stand-by.  as  he  has  faithfully  performed 
the  duties  of  that  office  since  the  birth  of 
our  Division,  and  for  proof  of  his  worth  to 
the  Order  we  have  chosen  him  to  represent 
us  in  the  next  Grand  Division),  S.  and  T.: 
Harry  Johnson  (commonly  known  as  our  "Nim- 
rod"),  S.  C:  Wm.  Campbell  (who  never  fails 
in  the  strict  performance  of  his  duties).  J.  C. 
Our  inner  door  will  be  in  charge  of  our  long 
friend.  A.  Hargrave.  who  we  all  know  we  can  trust 
to  the  end  of  the  chapter:  T.  H.  Crowe  (who  we 
all  know  we  can  trust,  and  why  not,  Homer?).  O.  S.: 
W.  E.  Risteen.  A.  D.  McMurphy  and  A.  A.  Belbeck 
(who  we  believe  will  discharge  the  duties  of  their 
office  on  the  proper  lines).  Division  Com.  Our 
worthy  Brother.  A.  Shaw,  who  is  one  of  our  Past 
Chief  Conductors  and  general  chairman  of  the 
C.  R.  R.  system,  was  elected  alternate  delegate. 

Something  by  Jose  Gros  in  the  December  Con- 
ductor rather  surprised  me  as  well  as  others  on 
Canada's  soil.  I  was  not  aware  that  our  official 
organ  was  to  be  used  as  a  medium  for  pro-Boers 


(or  others  with  their  sentiments)  to  tell  us  their 
troubles.  Such  people  should  bear  in  mind  that 
there  are  a  great  many  true-born  British,  subjects 
and  loyal  lovers  of  the  Union  Jack  who  are  read- 
ers of  The  Conductor,  and  I  think  should  have 
some  say  as  to  whether  such  matter  should  be  in- 
serted in  its  pages.  He  evidently  forgets  that  we 
Anglo-Saxons  should  be  one.  Scribe. 
Rat  Portage.  Ontario. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  guess  the  troubles  of  Division  386  are  similar  to 
those  of  other  small  Divisions.  Some  conductors 
like  to  sleep  late  Sunday  morning:  some  conduc- 
tors like  to  play  pinochle:  some  conductors  like  to 
forget  the  meeting  days:  a  few  conductors  like  to 
attend  meetings  regularly.  The  report  is  current 
that  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  is-  soon  to  pass  into  the 
hands  of  the  Southern,  and  the  alarmist  is  work- 
ing overtime.  Some  of  the  boys  seem  a  little 
doubtful  as  to  where  they  are  at.  but  I  think  it  is 
an  easy  proposition.  We  know  the  Southern  must 
have  conductors  to  run  their  trains,  and  it  stands 
us  in  hand  to  show  them  that  we  are  the  best  men 
they  can  get.  The  only  way  to  do  this  is  to  give 
them  good,  practical,  conscientious  service.  Stop 
talking:  That  will  get  you  nothing.  We  must  show 
them  that  we  can  run  anybody's  trains,  and  that 
they  have  the  best  set  of  conductors  on  earth  to 
begin  with.  (That's  no  dream.)  Wonder  if  the 
engineers  have  taken  a  tumble  to  the  meaning  of 
all  this  combination  among  the  railroads  of  the 
country?  They  may.  later  on.  Brother  Charles 
Shearin  is  back  from  a  visit  to  home  folks  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  seems  just  as  happy  as  when  he  was 
running  with  "Straightedge."  C.  M.  R. 

Murphysboro,  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  The  Conductor  for 
January,  and  I  am  sure  you  deserve  great  credit 
for  this  issue,  as  it  is  certainly  quite  interesting 
and  attractive.  There  are  many  interesting  let- 
ters, and  I  see  Knoxville  is  represented  twice. 
Much  has  been  written,  printed  and  possibly  read 
in  regard  to  the  seniority  question.  It  seems  to 
me  that  a  strict  seniority  has  fewer  disadvantages 
than  many  of  the  Brothers  seem  to  think.  While  I 
agree  that  there  are  some  bad  features  in  seniority, 
there  are  also  some  strong  disadvantages  where  no 
seniority  is  used.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  if 
seniority  was  not  used,  that  favoritism  would  be 
at  least  in  some  places  and  instances.  Suppose 
any  competent  conductor  should  have  a  younger 
conductor  than  he  placed  in  a  better  position  or 
on  a  more  paying  run  because  the  younger  one 
chanced  to  "stand  in"  best  of  the  two.  Don't  you 
think  the  older  man  would  think  he  had  been  done 
an  injustice  ?  Still  he  would  have  no  grievance, 
for  "qualifications"  can  be  warped  to  fit  any  case. 
If  seniority  should  be  entirely  done  away  with, 
what  assurance  have  we  that  after  years  of  faithful 
service,  some  student,  whom  perhaps  we  have 
trained  ourselves,  will  not  step  to  the  front  and 
reach  at  a  single  stride  what  we  have  toiled  years 
in  vain  for?  Favorites,  whether  qualified  or  not, 
would  hold  full  sway,  and  while  not  claiming  to  be 
a  rabid  seniority  advocate,  I  think  of  two  evils  it 
is  the  least. 
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We  are  having  a  very  pleasant  winter  in  our 
Southland.  No  snow  and  very  little  cold  weather. 
Work  is  heavy  on  this  Division  now.  and  all  crews 
are  running:  as  much  as  they  care  to.  Some  exten- 
sive improvements  are  being  made  on  this  Divis- 
ion in  the  way  of  reducing  grades,  new  bridges, 
etc..  especially  on  the  east  end.where  New  Market. 
Morristown  and  Newport  grades  are  being  greatly 
reduced.  It  will  take  considerable  time  to  finish 
this  grading,  but  will  be  a  great  improvement 
when  finished. 

Division  139  is  still  doing  business,  and  the  meet- 
ings are  well  attended.  The  boys  are  taking  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  the  Division.  In  a  trial 
of  some  new  engines  here  recently  the  victory 
was  accorded  to  a  Richmond  simple  engine  over  a 
Pittsburgh  simple  and  a  Richmond  compound,  al- 
though all  three  engines  did  excellent  work.  "Hot 
Tamales,"  let  us  hear  from  you  again,  and  also 
"Loyal  Devoir."  for  I  think  we  will  be  benefited  by 
such  letters.  A.  W.  Bonham, 

Knoxville.  Tenn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  251's  electric  headlight  is  glimmering 
down  the  line.  We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit 
from  A.  J.  Corbitt.  Grand  Junior  Conductor,  and 
he  opened  the  meeting  with  a  ritual,  as  the  S.  and 
T.,  Brother  Culver,  was  absent  and  had  the  keys. 
Brother  Corbitt  gave  us  good  information,  instruc- 
tion, and  a  good  talk  "for  the  good  of  the  Order." 
He  cheered  us. up  and  left  with  better  impressions 
of  our  city  and  Brothers.  Brother  McMurrell, 
chairman  of  the  general  grievance  committee 
from  Tyler.  Texas,  was  with  us  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, and  made  a  long,  manly  talk  for  our  Order, 
and  Division  251  in  particular.  Brother  McMurrell 
had  the  misfortune  to  sprain  or  break  a  bone  in 
his  foot  in  stepping  from  his  passenger  train, 
which  will  leave  him  a  cripple  for  life.  We  intend 
to  give  him  the  position  of  General  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Arbitration  for  the  entire  Cotton  Belt 
system,  at  a  good  salary.  Brother  McMurrell.  with 
Brother  W.  H.  Richardson,  met  some  of  the  gen- 
eral officers  of  the  Order,  and  of  the  Cotton  Belt 
railways,  in  St.  Louis  last  month,  to  settle  Broth- 
er Holmes'  case  by  arbitration.  General  Superin- 
tendent Britton  chose  General  Manager  Harding, 
who  refused  to  serve  on  account  of  his  position, 
but  chose  in  his  stead  the  Hon.  Dan  G.  Taylor,  of 
St.  Louis,  a  man  of  marked  ability,  honor  and  in- 
tegrity, with  a  decided  leaning  toward  bur  Order. 
Mr.  Sargent,  of  the  Firemen's  Order,  assisted  Hon. 
Taylor,  and  after  the  smoke  of  battle  cleared 
Brother  Holmes  was  reinstated,  with  full  pay  since 
his  enforced  idleness— a  great  victory  for  the  O. 
R.  C.  1  am  under  the  impression  that  by  the  mid- 
dle of  this  present  century  we  may  have  an  O.  R.  C. 
United  States  President,  with  a  big  sprinkling  of 
O.  R.  C.  men  in  the  House  and  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  Come  on,  boys  I  All  down  the  golden  path- 
way of  life.  J.  W.  Mbrriam. 

Pine  Bluff.  Ark. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Notice— All  members  of  the  O.  R.  C.  are  hereby 
notified  to  beware  of  The  Biographical  Publish- 
ing Co..  1011  Masonic  Temple.  Chicago.  111.  Last 
summer  they  had  a  smooth-talking  representative 


traveling  from  town  to  town  looking  for  all  the 
conductors  and  engineers,  getting  their  names 
and  calling  at  their  homes.  He  said  that  The  Bio- 
graphical Publishing  Co.  were  preparing  to  print  a 
book  about  the  conductors  and  engineers  working 
on  the  Chicago.  Rock  Island  &'  Pacific  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  He  asked  the  boys  to  tell  him  all  about 
their  railroad  experience.  After  which  he  asked 
their  consent  to  publish  same  in  form  of  a  bio- 
graphical history.  Having  received  this,  he  asked 
if  the  book  suited  them  if  they  will  buy  one? 

In  course  of  time  notice  was  received  by  the  men 
that  "The  Chicago.  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway 
System  and  Representative  Employes,  would  be 
delivered  to  you  on  or  about  Jan.  25,  and  to  be  pre- 
pared to  pay  fifteen  ($15.00)  dollars  for  same." 
Many  did  not  even  receive  a  notice,  but  they  all 
got  a  book.  Their  agent  had  a  printed  agreement, 
signed  by  all  the  men,  to  take  the  book  for  $15.00. 
Where  he  got  their  signatures  we  can't  say.  Some 
of  the  ladies  tried  to  keep  the  agent  out  of  the 
house  by  holding  the  door,  but  he  pushed  both 
door  and  woman  in  and  left  the  book,  saying:  "We 
don't  care  whether  you  pay  for  the  book  or  not,  as 
the  com  pany  has  a  way  of  collecting  their  money." 
This  book  is  worth  about  four  dollars. 

Goodland.  Kas.  E.  J.  Denney. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Elections  are  responsible  for  some  things  that 
we  would  not  have  otherwise,  and  if  I  exhaust  my 
audience  charge  the  affliction  to  the  election,  for  I 
was  elected  correspondent.  Division  204  held  their 
annual  election  on  Dec.  23.  Chairs  were  taken  from 
the  platform  to  accommodate  the  last  arrivals. 
Our  worthy  Chief.  F.  J.  Fitch,  was  re-elected  C.  C. 
Yours  respectfully  was  elected  A.  C.  C;  our  old 
standby.  J.  G.  Ashbridge.  re-elected  S.  and  T.:  G. 
F.  Lockerman.  J.  C:  John  Anderman.  S.  C:  John 
Thompson,  I.  S.:  A.  Krauser.  O.  S.:  F.  J.  Fitch  will 
also  tell  the  Grand  Division  who  laid  the  rails  from 
Philadelphia  to  Jersey  City,  unless  good  reason 
prevents,  in  which  case  Brother  Haversitt  will  be 
first  out  on  the  board. 

I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Brothers 
to  the  necessity  of  giving  our  total  disability  laws 
a  wider  scope,  so  as  to  include  paralysis  and  defec- 
tive eyesight.  Many  Brother  incapacitated  from 
performing  the  duties  of  a  conductor,  caused  by 
being  afflicted  by  one  or  more  of  the  above  named 
maladies  and  suffering  from  the  loss  of  his  posi- 
tion thereby,  should  be  considered  totally  disabled 
and  classified  the  same  as  hand  off  above  or  at  the 
wrist,  or  foot  at  or  above  the  ankle,  as  the  law  is  at 
present. 

The  Brothers  who  appealed  to  the  last  Grand  Di- 
vision at  Detroit,  could  not  get  their  insurance  be- 
cause the  law  did  not  cover  their  cases.  They  were 
in  a  far  more  helpless  condition  than  those  who 
have  suffered  the  loss  of  foot  or  hand,  as  the  law 
now  stands.  The  spirit  of  fraternity  is  entirely 
eliminated,  and  the  mandatory  clause  in  our  obli- 
gation, whereby  we  will  do  "everything  in  our 
power  to  aid  and  assist  a  deserving  Brother  as  long 
as  he  is  in  need  and  we  find  him  worthy."  is  almost 
entirely  ignored.  No  doubt  Brother  Clark  will 
make  suitable  recommendation  to  cover  this  defi- 
ciency. It  is  worthy  of  his  earnest  attention. 
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I  must  thank  Brother  Sheppard.  of  170.  for  his 
help,  as  I  think  he  is  one  of  the  best  the  Order  can 
boast  of.  I  also  most  thank  the  Brothers  ef  Divi- 
sion 162  for  their  grand  setout.  as  some  of  the  boys 
have  not  stopped  talking:  about  it  yet.  Brothers, 
we  may  have  one  some  of  these  days.  Jnst  a  little 
more  about  the  P.  &  R.  I  want  to  say  that  it  is 
surprising;  to  see  how  much  more  confidence  the 
men  of  the  Reading  Railway  have  in  each  other, 
and  how  much  easier  the  work  is  done  since  Mr. 
Besler  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Garrett  have  charge  of  it.  I 
hope  the  boys  one  and  all  will  do  all  possible  to 
help  these  men  along;,  as  I  think  they  are  the  right 
men  in  the  right  place.  I  will  close  with  wishing 
all  a  prosperous  and  happy  New  Year. 

Philadelphia.  Pa.  Night  Buck. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  201  held  their  annual  election  on  Sun- 
day. Dec.  23.  which  was  a  very  enjoyable  affair  and 
a  pleasant  meeting.  The  greatest  interest  mani- 
fested at  this  meeting  was  the  election  of  a  dele- 
gate for  tfie  Grand  Division,  which  honors  fell  to 
our  very  worthy  Brother  B.  Reese,  which  was  well 
merited.  Having  served  one  term  as  Chief  Con- 
ductor and  on  various  other  important  commis- 
sions, all  of  which  were  fulfilled  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  Division  201.  it  is  always  a  source  of 
gratification  to  the  members  of  201  to  have  Brother 
Reese  serve  on  committees.  Especially  is  this 
true  of  the  adjustment  committee,  for  his  tact  and 
indef atigableness  has  won  the  esteem  of  all.  So 
lookout  for  him  at  St.  Paul,  as  he  will  be  well 
loaded  with  good  logic.  Yours  truly  was  elected 
for  a  second  term  as  correspondent,  which  brings 
me  much  joy.  for  had  I  been  defeated  I  would  have 
been  a  ruined  man,  and  am  safe  in  saying  that  I 
owe  it  all  to  the  instrumentality  of  Brother  Cain. 
He  saw  to  it  as  well  as  he  does,  that  you  have  the 
usual  80  and  90  empties  out  of  Rankin  and  Besse- 
mer. 

Pittsburg  will  be  a  strong  competitor  for  the 
Grand  Division  in  1903,  for  this  section  is  anxious 
for  a  session  of  that  august  body.  The  visitor 
coming  to  Pittsburg  will  at  once  be  awe  stricken 
with  sights  that  no  other  city  in  the  world  can  pro- 
duce. The  iron  center  of  the  world,  the  largest 
and  best  equipped  plants  for  the  production  of  iron 
and  steel  of  every  description,  from  a  carpet  tack 
to  the  armor  plate  of  war  vessels;  the  home  of 
Westinghouse  Air  Brake  Works,  Pittsburg  Loco- 
motive Works,  the  western  penitentiary,  the  Car- 
negie Free  Library  and  Museum,  the  largest 
pickling  and  preserving  establishments  in  the 
country,  the  largest  steam  engine  in  the  world, 
(only  seven  miles  from  Homestead,  a  household 
word  in  every  working  man's  home,)  are  all  places 
that  the  visitor  will  be  well  prepaid  for.  Good  rail- 
road facilities,  best  of  hotel  and  hall  accommoda- 
tions, so  come  to  Pittsburg  in  1903.  and  we  will 
show  you  something  else  besides  smoke. 

As  federation  is  not  now  possible,  we  are  thrown 
upon  our  own  resources  as  an  order  to  adjust  our 
grievances  with  our  employer,  and  even  though 
we  do  co-operate  with  the  B.  R.  T.,  it  is  not  always 
a  guarantee  for  the  proper  adjustment  of  all  com- 
plaints, and  still  leaves  us  to  the  mercy  of  the  em- 
ployer, who  may  land  may  not  arbitrate  the  ques- 
tion in  dispute;  but  had  we  a  labor  department 


regulated  by  law  and  have  a  secretary  of  labor  in 
the  president's  cabinet  it  would  forever  put  an  end 
to  strikes,  and  would  be  a  decided  improvement 
upon  the  present  plan,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped 
that  at  the  next  Grand  Division  that  some  action 
will  be  taken  and  implore  upon  congress  to  create 
a  new  cabinet  officer,  and  that  official  to  be  a  la- 
boring man,  and  not  a  parlor  farmer  or  a  retired 
capitalist.  Edwahd  Punk. 

McKees  Rocks.  Pa. 

a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  Conductor  has  been  coming  to  my  home 
bearing  on  its  pages  scribes  of  joy.  of  sorrow, 
prognostic,  progression,  humane  and  also  humor- 
ous reading:  all  of  which  I  have  read,  and  tried  to 
rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice,  sympathize  with 
them  that  sorrow,  and  have  tried  to  foretell  from 
symptoms  of  past  what  a  nice,  big  fellow  that  pro- 
gressive Mr.  O.  R.  C.  will  be.  from  the  G.  C.  C. 
down  to  the  last  man  that  steps  into  the  O.  R.  C. 
But  with  all  that.  I  have  never  seen  anything  in 
Thk  Conductor  about  Division  158.  Now.  Mr. 
Editor,  if  you  will  kindly  allow  me  to  sound  my 
fiddle  through  the  press,  I  will  try  to  briefly  tell 
these  Divisions  from  1  to  409  a  little  about  the  158. 

We  are  scattered  to  the  three  corners  of  the 
earth,  and  we  have  our  eye  on  the  fourth.  We  are 
not  very  many,  when  all  told.  We  count  37.  We 
have  on  the  H.  &  B.  T.  railroad  nine  very  good 
boys.  They  are  located  at  Saxton.  25  miles  from 
the  main  line  of  the  P.  railroad.  We  have  thirteen 
more  good  boys  on  the  P.  &  E.  We  have  some 
good  and  well  attending  boys,  some  who  would 
show  their  smiling  face  at  every  meeting,  but  they 
are  in  the  rush  of  business  on  the  road,  so  their 
faces  are  hid  from  us  except  when  we  meet  on  the 
road.  Now  you  have  the  station  order  of  Division 
158.  Division  158  may  be  least,  not  last.  There  is 
still  enough  zeal,  interest  and  enthusiasm  to  Are 
up  any  man's  heart,  provided  that  his  heart  is  not 
frozen  into  an  iceberg.  I  must,  and  am  sorry  to 
say.  that  there  are  times  that  we  have  not  enough 
to  All  the  chairs.  This  is  a  disappointment,  but 
when  the  boys  are  out  on  the  road  or  have  just 
come  in,  they  must  have  some  rest.  But  Division 
158  has  a  L.  A.  M.  You  would  be  surprised  to  see 
the  interest  that  our  lam  has  inculcated  in  Divis- 
ion 158.  and  I  promise  you  this,  that  when  the  time 
for  the  Division  room  to  open  for  business,  regu- 
lar or  special  meetings,  he  is  there.  We  are  going 
to  send  him  up  to  St.  Paul,  and  I  want  to  ask  you  to 
see  that  he  gets  enough  to  eat  and  a  bundle  of 
straw  to  sleep  on.  H.  W.  Piddle. 

Huntingdon.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

There  hasn't  been  many  changes  on  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  recently  except  in  the  size  of  the  en- 
gines and  length  of  the  trains,  which.  I  think,  have 
about  reached  the  climax.  Am  glad  to  say  that 
the  defective  couplers  in  the  fifty-ton  coal  cars, 
which  have  been  giving  so  much  trouble  and 
causing  so  many  sore  heads,  have  all  been  re- 
moved and  better  couplers  put  in  their  places. 
Brother  Davis  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his 
position  in  December  last.  Brother  Thompson, 
who  last  September  had  his  foot  crushed  in  a  rear 
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collision,  is,  we  are  sled  to  know,  improving  rap- 
idly, and  will  soon  be  with  the  boys  again  on  his 
run. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  1901:  J.  F. 
Drish.  C.  C:  J.  E.  Powers.  A.  C.  C:  W.  L.  Davis. 
S.  and  T.:  C.  S.  Taylor.  J.  C:  N.  P.  Ligon.  S.  C: 
J.  P,  Carroll.  I.  S.:  W.  G.  Chatham.  O.  S.:  Division 
Com..  J.  W.  Robinson.  J.  P.  Murray  and  R.  C.  Wat- 
kins:  A.  M.  Beard,  to  fill  vacancy  in  Local  Com.: 
R.  L.  Branscome.  Delegate:  O.  H.  Gish.  Alternate: 
W.  H.  Farrar.  Legislative  Com.:  W.  W.  Wooling, 
Correspondent. 

We  are  trying  to  get  a  system  federation,  and 
think  it  would  be  beneficial  to  all  the  different 
railroad  organizations.  Everyone,  so  far.  seems 
to  be  in  favor  of  such  a  plan.  We  were  paid  a 
very  pleasant  visit  by  Brother  Corbitt.  Grand 
Junior  Conductor,  on  February  5.  He  discussed 
railroading  generally,  and  particularly  the  O.  R. 
C.  which  he  said  was  in  a  very  prosperous  condi- 
tion. All  the  Brothers  present  were  highly  enter- 
tained by  Brother  Corbitt.  who  told  us  many  things 
of  interest  and  encouragement.  Come  again  soon. 
Brother  Corbitt.  or  any  other  Brother,  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that  the  doors  of  210  will  not  be 
slightly  ajar,  but  wide  open.  Brother  Branscome. 
who  goes  as  the  delegate  to  the  Grand  Division 
this  year,  is  one  of  our  most  popular  ticket  punch- 
ers on  the  Radford  division,  and  has  a  kind  word 
and  pleasant  smile  for  everyone,  and  is  strictly 
business  from  the  word  go.  Brother  Drish,  our 
newly-elected  Chief,  has  held  this  honorable  posi- 
tion in  the  Division  before,  and  is  an  O.  R.  C.  man 
in  every  sense  of  the  term.  He  has  one  of  the 
fast-time  freight  runs  on  the  Norfolk  division, 
between  Roanoke  and  Crewe.  Brother  Murray 
resigned  as  chairman  of  the  local  committee,  to 
the  regret  of  many  of  the  Brothers,  as  he  was  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.  Brother  Drish  was 
elected  to  this  office,  and  we  have  no  fears  about 
him  filling  the  place  with  credit.  I  could  say  a 
good  word  for  every  member  of  210.  With  kindest 
feeling  and  best  wishes  for  the  Order,  "Jbff." 

Roanoke.  Va. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Passing  from  the  old  to  the  new  year,  and  from 
the  old  to  the  new  century,  marks  an  event  in  our 
lives.  The  end  of  each  year  calls  for  reflection: 
causes  us  to  look  back  over  the  preceding  twelve 
months  and  see  wherein  we  have  failed  to  keep 
good  the  resolves  made.  The  end  of  the  century 
should  cause  us  to  stop  to  consider  what  we  have 
accomplished  for  the  good  of  ourselves,  our 
friends  and  our  Order,  and  pick  out  the  errors,  that 
we  may  make  no  repetition  during  the  coming 
years.  During  the  century  now  past  was  estab- 
lished our  noble  Order,  the  greatest  and  grandest 
organization  ever  born  in  the  fertile  brain  of  man 
for  the  mutual  aid  and  protection  of  any  specific 
class  of  men  who  earn  their  living  by  honest  toil. 
Let  us  each  start  out  on  this  new  year  and  new 
century  with  the  firm  purpose  of  doing  an  individ- 
ual act  for  the  betterment  of  our  Division  and  of 
our  Order,  if  it  is  no  more  than  to  attend  Division 
meetings  as  often  as  opportunity  allows.  This 
will  encourage  the  officers,  and  will  give  you.  wno 
seldom  go.  opportunity  to  know  what  is  being  done 
in  your  respective  Divisions,  and  then  there  will 


be  no  room  for  the  often  repeatedTcriticism  of 
how  your  business  is  being  handledfby  the  men 
who  have  the  interest  of  the  Division  at  heart 
enough  to  attend  meetings  and  see  to  it  that  the 
operation  of  the  Division  is  carried  on  as  it 
should  be. 

On  December  16th  Division  105  held  their  regu- 
lar election,  with  the  following  results:  A.  J.  Te- 
ter,  C.  C:  L.  E.  Evans,  A.  C.  C;  G.  A.  Lloyd,  S.  C: 
Frank  Hull.  Sec.  and  Treas.:  T.  A.  Gilespie.  J.  C.5 
R.  L.  Munlyn.  I.  S.:  H.  Thornton.  O.  S.:  J.  B.  Ram- 
sey. L.  E.  Evans  and  G.  A.  Lloyd,  as  Trustees  and 
Division  Committee:  A.  J.  Teter.  Delegate  to 
Grand  Division:  G.  A.  Lloyd.  Alternate: Delegate. 
Our  installation  took  place  on  January  6th.twith 
Brother  D.  B.  Griffin  as  installing  officer  and 
Brother  Rutland  as  marshal. 

Brothers  Griffin  and  Rutland  are  our  (retiring 
Chief  and  Secretary.  Both  have  been  in  the 
harness  for  years,  and  are  two  of  our  re- 
liable and  faithful  members,  who  can  al- 
ways be  counted  on  when  the  good  of  the 
Order  or  of  our  Division  is  under  discussion. 
Our  Division  starts  out  on  the  new  year  with  ev- 
ery promise  of  a  continued  success.  We  meet 
every  Sunday,  and  by  so  doing  give  our  member- 
ship more  opportunities  to  attend  meetings,  and 
our  experience  so  far  has  been  that  the  once  a 
week  idea  is  a  good  one.  as  theoftener  we  meet  the 
more  interested  we  become,  and  any  body  of  men 
who  are  interested  enough  to  come  are  sure  to 
make  a  success  of  their  meetings,  and  we  extend 
every  member  of  the  Order  a  cordial  invitation 
to  attend  our  Division  meetings. 

The  coming  of  the  Grand  Division  brings  up  im- 
portant subjects  that  should  be  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed through  Thb  Conductor,  so  that  we  may 
have  the  sentiment  of  as  many  of  the  member- 
ship as  possible,  and  then  can  arrive  at  what  is  the 
greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number.  More 
anon.  A.  J.  Tetkk. 

Meridian,  Miss. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  just  been  elected  to  the  honored  and  lu- 
crative office  of  Division  Correspondent.  We  had 
an  election  of  officers  on  December  16th,  to  do 
what  is  right  for  Division  324.  Our  C.  C„  Brother 
R.  H.  McCullough,  the  man  of  our  choice,  is  a 
Brother  to  be  admired  by  all.  He  will  always  be 
happy  to  welcome  any  Brother  who  may  come  to 
our  Division.  Below  is  a  list  of  our  officers:  W.  T. 
Wolford.  A.  C.  C:  S.  E.  Croy.  S.  C:  E.  W.  Fran- 
cisco. J.  C:  J  R.  Johnson.  I.  S.:  C.  E.  Lowder.  O. 
S.:  Ben  Crumpler.  S.  and  T.;  E.  T.  Spencer.  Divis- 
ion Correspondent:  C.  Hick,  R.  H.  McCullough,  C. 
H.  Dunkum.  Financial  Committee:  Ben  Crumpler 
is  to  represent  our  Division  at  St.  Paul  in  May; 
F.  M.  Reynolds.  Alternate:  C.  Hick.  Legislature 
Representative. 

We  are  still  taking  the  boys  in.  Our  new  mem- 
bers seem  to  attend  the  Division  better  than  some 
of  our  older  ones.  Boys,  what  is  the  matter  that 
your  chairs  are  vacant  so  often?  Come  and  let's 
fill  our  Division  room  every  meeting.  There  have 
been  several  changes  among  our  conductors. 
Brother  Godfrey  has  given  up  his  kid  glove  run 
on  the  C.  V.  for  a  night  passenger  run  on  the  Poca 
division,  and  Brother  J.  S.  Wall  has  taken  the  kid 
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glove  run.  Brother  Witt  has  the  Bluestone  run. 
Brother  E.  T.  Spencer  has  the  F.  P.  V.,  between 
Tidewater  and  Bluefield.  Brother  Reynolds  had 
his  left  arm  badly  broken  about  two  weeks  ago. 
and  is  suffering;  considerably.  We  hope  he  will 
pull  through  all  right.  E.  T.  Spbnckr. 

Bluefleld.  W.  Va. 

a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  1G6  and  its  members  are  progressing 
very  nicely,  with  a  goodly  number  of  applications 
and  initiations.  Considering  the  field  we  have  to 
work  from,  which  is  a  wide  one,  it  is  very  evident 
that  we  will  enjoy  a  large  increase  in  membership 
in  the  near  future,  as  many  young  runners  are 
ageing  rapidly  and  have  personal  knowledge  that 
many  will  be  with  us  soon.  We  also  have  had  a 
number  of  dismissed  members  reinstated,  and 
everything  points  to  a  very  prosperous  year. 

Brother  Dan  McGuire  is  still  beading  cars  on  the 
"Breezy"  division  between  Chicago  Junction  and 
Sandusky.  Bro.  Henley,  the  enterprising  agent 
for  Railway  Officials  Insurance  Company,  is  now 
visiting  friends  in  Marshall,  Mich.  We  miss  him 
very  much,  as  bis  vocabulary  is  not  limited  and 
you  can  always  have  a  good  time  when  Brother  H. 
is  in  town.  I  once  heard  of  a  Scotch  farmer  having 
two  wind-mills  erected  on  his  farm,  and  upon  a 
test  trial,  the  day  being  calm,  there  was  not 
enough  wind  to  operate  them.  He  immediately 
ordered  one  taken  down,  declaring  there  was  not 
enough  wind  to  operate  two.  I  do  not  wish  to  in- 
sinuate anything,  but  perhaps  Brother  George 
McGuire  could  suggest  something  to  help  our 
Scotch  farmer  out  of  his  dilemma.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, Brother  Henley  is  away,  but  he  may  blow  in 
any  old  time. 

Brother  S.  Summers  has  been  promoted  and  is 
now  general  yardmaster  at  Shawnee.  We  are 
glad  to  hear  of  Brother  S's  good  luck.  In  con- 
clusion will  say,  would  like  to  hear  more  from  our 
energetic  correspondent.  Nibbs. 

Newark.  O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  332  held  installation  meeting  on  Feb- 
ruary 3.  and  the  following  officers  were  installed: 

P.  J.  Cbase.  C.  C:  H.  M.  Mathews.  A.  C.  C:  J.  A. 
Corcoran.  S.  and  T.;  C.  W.  Norton.  S.  C:  George 
W.  Simpson,  J.  C;  Henry  Thompkins.  I.  C; 
Charles  Lemon,  O.  C.  Visiting  members, C  A. 
Vahy,  of  Division  260.  acted  as  I.  O..  and  Brother 
A.  Lamb,  of  Division  83.  acted  as  Grand  Marshal, 
and  will  say  for  the  visiting  members  that  they 
are  well  informed  and  are  a  credit  to  the  Order. 

We  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  Divisions 
who  can  send  out  such  members,  to  send  them 
along.  One  feature  which  was  a  little  out  of  the 
usual,  was  a  surprise  to  all.  and  one  which  we  hope 
may  often  be  our  lot  to  share,  was  that  enacted  by 
the  wives  of  the  members.  Just  about  closing 
time,  when  we  had  finished  all  our  business,  there 
came  an  alarm  at  the  door.  and.  upon  inquiring 
into  the  cause,  we  were  informed  that  we  were  re- 
quested to  assemble  in  the  banquet  hall  to  meet 
Brother  Maxwell,  and  many  of  us  believed  we 
were  going  to  meet  one  of  our  Grand  officers,  when 
lo.  and  behold,  instead,  we  came  face  to  face  with 
a  surprise  prepared  by  the  wives  of  the  Brothers. 


and  it  is  useless  for  me  to  say  that  we  enjoyed  the 
surprise.  Any  one  who  knows  anything  of  the 
hungry  railway  conductors,  know  how  they  would 
appreciate  coming  in  contact  with  a  well  supplied 
table  with  all  the  delicacies  of  the  season.  We  ex- 
tend our  thanks  to  the  ladies  and  hope  to  be  sur- 
prised in  the  near  future  again.  Division  392  is 
getting  along  nicely.  We  have  initiated  several 
members  recently,  with  several  more  applications 
to  act  upon.  Sorry  to  chronicle  the  fact  .of  the 
illness  of  Brothers  Miller  and  Simpson,  but  am 
happy  to  say  that  they  are  improving  as  well  as 
could  be  expected.  I  called  upon  the  Brothers  to- 
day and  find  them  cheerful  and  bright.  There  is 
nothing  that  gives  a  sick  or  disabled  Brother 
greater  satisfaction  than  to  have  the  members  of 
his  Division  call  upon  him.  You  may  give  aid  and 
assistance  of  the  use  of  your  money,  but  that  does 
not  give  the  gratification  that  your  presence  gives 
to  those  who  are  sick  and  in  need  of  society,  and 
my  earnest  request  to  all  deserving  Brothers  is  to 
call  upon  these  disabled  ones  when  it  is  possible 
for  you  to  do  so.  It  cheers  them  up  in  life  and 
helps  to  remove  the  gloom  that  shadows  over 
them.  We  know  not  when  it  may  be  our  lot  to  be 
cast  in  the  same  condition.  Martin  L.  Carter. 
San  Bernardino,  Calif. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  having  been  insisted  upon  that  I.  as  theinew 
correspondent,  should  make  a  showing,  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  to  do  my  best  toward  that 
end.  Will  state  for  the  benefit  of  the  faithful  that  206 
is  still  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Am  g  ad  to  note 
quite  an  increase  in  the  attendance  of  our  smart 
and  up-to  date  Division,  still  we  are  troubled(?) 
with  those  that  never  make  their  appearance.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  the  names  of  the  non- 
attendants  be  published,  and  it  is  probable  tnat 
such  course  will  be  resorted  to  in  the  event  that 
they  do  not  appear  at  next  meeting.  Following 
other  Divisions.  206  has  elected  to  some  of  the 
most  important  offices  young  members.  In  doing 
so.  all  concerned  expect  good,  clean  work  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Our  corps  of  officials  are  of  rood 
material  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
they  will  acquit  themselves  creditably.  We  are 
fortunate  in  having  strangers  visit  us.  Hardly  a 
meeting  but  some  Brother  trom  other  Divisions 
graces  our  sanctum  with  their  presence  we  are 
glad  to  nave  you,  Brothers.  Come  often  is  our 
wish,  o  We  will  at  all  times  use  an  effort  to  make 
your  visit  a  pleasant  one. 

The  question  of  the  old  conductor  seems  a 
puzzle.  Who  can  solve  it?  What  disposition  is  to 
be  made  of  him?  These  questions  will  have  to  be 
acted  upon  before  long.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the 
farm  will  never  do.  The  home  may  be  all  right 
for  those  who  have  no  family.  If  suggestions  are 
in  order.  I  trust  that  the  one  I  now  make  will  not 
go  amiss:  If  a  conductor  becomes  incapacitated 
and  is  carrying  $2,000  insurance,  why  not  arrange 
to  pay  him  a  certain  per  cent  of  same  quarterly, 
or  semi-annually?  Pay  him  at  the  rate  of  $250.00 
each  year.  Such  payments  would  not  use  the 
$2,000  for  eight  years.  After  the  first  payment  the 
balance  could  be  invested  in  something  good  and 
safe  and  earn  interest  enough  to  prolong  the  pay- 
ments  one  or  more  years.  In  the  meantime  dis. 
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continue  the  extra  assessments'  that  we  are  now 
paying:  and  apply  same  to  a  reserve  fund  for  the 
"Old  Conductor."  Make  the  fund  one  that  will  in 
a  sense  be  self-sustaining.  Cannot  this  be 
done? 

I  read  with  interest  the  suggestions  offered  by 
the  different  correspondents,  but  as  yet  have  seen 
nothing  offered  on  the  order  of  the  above.  The 
question  is  a  serious  one.  and  the  Brother  that  mas- 
ters it  should  go  down  in  history  of  the  O.  R.  C. 
He  who  finds  the  proper  solution  will  indeed  be  the 
most  fortunate  and  envied  of  all  Brothers.  An- 
other question  that  needs  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  all  the  Brothers  is  that  of  State  Legisla- 
tion. Day  after  day  laws  are  being  enacted  that 
are  detrimental  to  the  conductors  and  other  men 
in  train  service,  but  it  is  seldom  that  one  reads  of 
a  protest  being  made,  except  in  cases  where  the 
company  for  whom  you  are  at  work  is  involved. 
It  is  right  and  natnral  to  protect,  if  in  your  power, 
the  interests  of  your  employer.  It  is  also  neces- 
sary to  protect  your  own  interest  and  the  interest 
of  the  organization  of  which  you  are  a  member. 
This  can  best  be  do  .e  by  stats  legislation.  If  it 
becomes  necessary,  cast  party  politics  and  affilia- 
tions to  the  winds  and  support  only  those  whom 
you  have  reason  to  believe  will  assist  in  doing 
something  at  the  next  meeting  i  f  law-makers  for 
the  good  of  the  organization  of  which  you  are  a 
member.  If  the  order  is  assisted  it  means  that 
you.  as  a  member  and  an  individual,  will  be  bene- 
fited. How  many  of  our  Broth  jis  have  given  this 
question  a  serious  thought?  With  more  than 
eighty  thousand  train  men  in  the  state  of  Illinois, 
all  of  whom  are  qualified  voters,  what  party  would 
dare  ignore  any  reasonable  request  or  demand 
that  may  be  made  upon  them  for  legislative  work 
that  would  provs  beneficial  to  our  Order.  Nothing 
can  be  gained  if  an  effort  is  not  made.  Note  the 
number  of  offices  that  so  many  conductors  are 
now  holding  and  filling  creditably.  A  few  years 
since  one  would  almost  laugh  in  your  face  if  the 
name  of  a  railroad  man  was  suggested  for  an  office 
of  trust,  but  time  brings  forth  many  changes,  and 
today  it  is  but  little  trouble  to  pick  out  a  conduc- 
tor that  is  filling  some  important  office  with  great 
satisfaction.  Conductors,  as  a  rule,  are  poor  farm- 
ers, but  from  past  accounts  make  good  office- 
holders. Why  should  it  not  be  so?  Are  they  not 
men  of  wide  experience?  Do  they  not  come  in 
contact  with  more  different  classes  than  almost 
any  other  man?  They  gain  experience  in  this  way 
that  fits  them  for  society,  and  one  that  is  capable 
of  doing  society  is  certainly  good  material  for 
public  office.  No  doubt  you  will  consider  me 
ratner  long-winded  for  one  so  young  in  the  busi- 
ness. Not  making  much  money  on  thjs  part  of  the 
I.  C.  at  this  time  furnished  food  for  thought,  as 
well  as  wind,  therefore  this  long  letter.  It  is  the 
good  of  the  Order  that  prompt*  the  sayings  I  have 
made,  but  you  are  at  liberty  to  cut  same  as  you 
see  fit  to  fill  space.  Whatever  you  do.  show  that 
you  have  received  a  letter  from  this  place  and 
thereby  save  my  life.  If  old  Bill  Sheehan  and 
Harry  Hobbs.  together  with  Chief  Knox  and  Big 
Tom  Corrigan  don't  see  their  names  in  print  be- 
fore long,  it  is  only  a  short  time  until  "Crape"  will 
be  pinned  to  the  door  of  some  member  of  Division 
206.  John  Keener.  A.  C.  C.  T.  J.  Hurphey  and  H. 


S.  Castles  are  also  "powerful  foolish"  about  read- 
ing their  names  in  print.  I  am.  with  best  wishes 
to  all.  "Jblf." 
Springfield.  Ills. 

«a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Statements  of  receipts  received  at  the  Home 
during  the  month  of  February.  1901: 
o.  R.  c.  DIVISIONS. 


NO.  AMT. 

207  $5  00 

227   12  00 

275  12  00 

295   6  00 

302    ...  12  00 

305     12  00 

313  12  00 

343  12  00 


NO.  AMT. 

36  $25  00 

44   5  00 

55   12  00 

103    2  00 

126  -  10  00 

128   12  00 

M2   12  00 

165   5  00 

Total  $166  00 

B.  of  L.  E.  Divisions  contributing  5  —.$48  40 

B.  of  L.  F.  Lodges  contributing  5.   43  00 

B.  of  R.  T.  Lodges  contributing  10    38  70 

L.  A.  TO  O.  R.  C.  DIVISIONS. 

39  $  6  00     144  ...  $5  00 

110   5  00   

Total  t  $16  00 

G.  L.  A.  to  B.  of  L.  F..  Div.  contributing  3  $23  70 

L.  S.  to  B.  of  L.  F..  Lodges  contributing  3  11  10 

Grand  Total  $346  90 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

From  Montivedeo.  Minn..  300  lbs  flour;  donator's 
name  unknown. 
To  the  Brothers  and  Sisters:  When  writing  to 
the  Home,  please  give  the  Order  and  Division  or 
Lodge  you  belong  to:  also  the  street  and  number  or 
post  office  box.  and  oblige. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.  111.      S.  &  T.  R.  R.  Mens  Home. 
tSi 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  I  have  never  seen  a  letter  from  the  Jackson- 
ville &  St.  Louis  railway  (commonly  called  the 
Jack),  I  will  break  the  ice.  hoping  some  Brother 
may  find  something  that  will  interest  him.  Since 
1894.  when  the  "Jack"  was  split  up  and  a  separate 
receiver  appointed  for  the  south  end  of  the  old  J. 
S.  E.  line,  the  road  has  had  a  hard  struggle  to 
keep  its  head  above  water.  The  road  at  that  time 
was  poorly  equipped,  having  only  one  caboose:  en- 
gines in  bad  shape,  track  bad.  no  passing  tracks 
and  few  depots.  One  crew  doubled  on  local  from 
Litchfield  to  Jacksonville.  54  miles:  one  mixed 
train  was  run  each  way  every  other  day  between 
Litchfield  and  Mt.  Vernon,  with  one  through  pas- 
senger train  between  Mt.  Vernon  and  Jackson- 
ville. But.  thanks  to  an  economical  management, 
there  has  been  a  wonderful  change  in  everything. 
Now  we  have  four  new  caboose  cars,  engines  in 
good  shape  (with  one  additional  new  engine),  track 
good  for  sixty  miles  an  hour,  plenty  of  passing 
tracks,  a  large  round  house  and  a  general  repair 
shop  at  Litchfield  and  large,  new  depots  at  all 
points  where  needed.  Two  crews  run  the  locals  be- 
tween Litchfield  and  Jacksonville,  one  crew 
doubles  between  Litchfield  and  Centralia  on  local 
and  two  passenger  crews  on  passenger. 

Last  week  the  general  manager,  Mr.  C.  M.  Stan- 
ton, issued  a  bulletin  restoring  the  10  per  cent  cut 
made  in  1898.  This  was  a  surprise  to  the  employes 
and  was  done  voluntarily  by  the  general  manager. 
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In  the  bulletin  to  employes  mentioned,  it  stated 
that  tbe  loyalty  and  faithfulness  of  the  employes 
made  this  action  possible.  We  have  four  O.  R.  C. 
men  on  the  Jack,  all  members  of  Division  206. 
Springfield.  On  the  Jacksonville  local  Brothers 
Geo.  A.  McGregor  and  Thos.  Clampit  can  always 
be  found.  On  the  opposite  run  Mr.  Jim  Carder 
handles  the  bells.  TheCentralia  local  is  run  by 
Conductor  Concidine.  and  W.  P.  Wilson  runs  the 
St.  Louis  through  freight.  Brother  C.  B.  Wade 
runs  passenger  train  between  Jacksonville  and 
Litchfield,  and  Brother  B.  S.  Lowther  runs  the 
south  end  passenger  between  Litchfield  and  Cen- 
tralia.  As  a  whole,  I  think  we  all  are  a  contented 
lot.  No  red  tape:  no  rawhiding;  short  mileage  and 
conductors  averaging  $93.00  a  month  the  year 
around,  with  no  trains  on  Sunday.  This,  I  think, 
is  fair  wages  for  the  service  done.  We  should  all 
be  thankful  for  being  as  fortunate  as  we  have 
been  for  the  past  seven  years.  I  cannot  remem- 
ber of  a  single  accident  in  that  time  in  which  a 
train  man  or  engine  man  has  had  a  personal  in- 
jury worth  mentioning.  Since  so  many  trunk 
lines  have  been  absorbing  so  many  of  the  smaller 
ones,  considerable  talk  has  been  made  about  the 
probability  of  some  trunk  line  absorbing  the  Jack; 
for  instance,  the  Southern  railway  could  no  doubt 
use  this  line  to  an  advantage,  but  the  writer  is  of 
the  opinion  that  we  will  not  see  it  absorbed  for 
several  years  at  the  least  I  believe  there  is  a 
bright  future  for  us  all.  I  was  talking  with  Broth- 
er .McGregor  the  other  day.  and  he  was  having  an- 
other touch  of  the  Rock  Island  fever.  He  had  just 
received  a  letter  from  an  old  friend.  Mose  Clam- 
pit. who  is  located  at  Goodland.  Kansas. 

In  reading  our  February  Conductor  I  read  a 
letter  from  Brother  Henley,  of  Newark,  O..  in 
which  he  refers  to  the  conductors  running  out  of 
Newark  as  being  a  kind-hearted  set.  I  want  to 
agree  with  him  in  this  matter,  as  I  was  over  in 
Eastern  Ohio  last  spring,  and  a  more  clever  set  of 
O.  R.  C.  men  than  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  I  have 
never  met.  Any  Brother  traveling  this  way  call 
around,  and  any  of  us  here  will  gladly  fix  him  out. 
Business  is  good,  both  freight  and  passenger.  Hope 
some  other  Brother  will  pick  up  a  little  courage 
now.  and  send  in  a  few  lines  to  The  Conductor. 
No  doubt  he  could  say  more  in  half  the  space  than 
I  have  taken.  E.  S.  Lowther, 

Litchfield.  Illinois. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  there  seems  to  be  some  lack  of  talent,  or  the 
members  are  growing  careless  in  Division  273.  I 
will  try  to  give  The  Conductor  a  few  tips: 
Brothers  Padden  and  Morgan  are  still  handling 
the  through  passenger  runs.  Brother  Davis  the 
suburban?  Manager  Spear  the  N.  J.  local: 
Brothers  Deeren  and  Morton  the  Nigger,  with 
Brothers  Brush.  Bay.  Galliway.  Wilson  and  Nott 
on  the  rounds.  Grandpa  D.  C.  is  G.  Y.  M..  with 
Sunny  a  good  assistant.  Brothers  Dutch  and  Pat 
still  handle  the  mines  to  the  good.  We  have  two 
or  three  conductors  out  in  the  cold  yet.  but  think 
they  will  come  around.  Brother  Cavey  is  after 
them,  displaying  all  his  tact  to  get  them  to  head 
in  and  get  into  clear  of  their  fear  of  our  battering 
ram.  Major. 

Cambridge.  O. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  note  in  the  January  Conductor  a  letter  from 
Brother  G.  M.  Waldron.  which  is  o.  k.  One  of  the 
Brothers  in  the  January  Conductor  thinks  it  very 
necessary  to  look  after  seniority  and  the  student: 
that  if  we  did  not  have  them  in  this  country  there 
would  not  be  so  many  railroad  men  trying  to  make 
a  living  at  something  else.  Well,  it  is  true,  if  we 
did  not  have  the  student  there  would  not  be  so 
many  railroad  men  out  of  employment.  Excuse 
me:  I  fully  understand  that  there  are  but  few  who 
believe  that  they  were  ever  a  student— just  born  a 
railroad  man  and  a  conductor.  Many  a  good  man 
who  is  now  a  conductor,  when  a  student,  has  gone 
after  red  oil  and  back  to  the  caboose  to  get  a  bucket 
of  slack  or  a  left-handed  monkey  wrench.  All 
these  little  jokes  were  played.  Now  the  conduc- 
tors can  play  the  jokes.  He  can  handle  the  student 
with  care  and  turn  him  in  to  his  superior  for  a 
cause.  Seniority  will  do  good  for  the  greatest 
number  if  let  alone.  If  put  in  the  ring  and  given 
a  knockout  blow  the  little  boy.  envy,  would  step  in. 
and  courtesy  would  be  very  shy.  Now,  as  my  ex- 
perience teaches  me.  organized  labor  and  the  rail- 
way companies  must  pull  together  for  all  times  to 
come  for  good  government  and  a  never  ending  de- 
mand for  labor.  I  believe  that  some  men  never 
look  for  opportunities.  Some  men  seem  to  be  sat- 
isfied in  helping  themselves,  while  others  are  ever 
on  the  alert  for  some  opportunity  to  help  someone 
else.  Now,  I  think  that  of  all  miserable  men  it  is 
the  man  who  can  only  find  time  to  help  himself.  If 
there  is  any  one  thing  that  we.  as  an  organization, 
had  ought  to  feel  proud  of  and  exercise  every  op- 
portunity to  do  everything  that  lays  in  our  power 
to  help  along,  it  is  the  Order  of  Railway  Conduc- 
tors. The  Order  is  tbe  best  friend  we  have  to  help 
us  in  our  troubles  and  accidents,  in  time  of  need, 
and  we  know  not  when  they  are  forthcoming.  So 
we  must  pull  together  and  work  for  the  good  of  the 
Order.  We  must  correct  our  errors  and  keep  in 
line  with  our  teachings.  There  is  many  a  home 
rendered  unhappy  on  account  of  idleness.  I  hope 
that  all  Divisions  have  made  one  of  their  best 
selections  for  delegate  to  St.  Paul  and  that  he  will 
answer  each  and  every  roll  call,  be  honorable  and 
return  to  his  Division  with  the  honor  that  they 
have  bestowed  upon  him.  and  with  a  good  report. 
There  will  be  subjects  come  before  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors  that  must  be  handled  very 
.judiciously.  Facts  and  conditions  must  be  con- 
sidered and  legislation  effected  that  will  result  in 
the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number.  One 
of  the  most  important  questions  that  is  before  us 
today  is,  what  will  be  the  best  step  to  take  for  the 
old  conductor?  Give  him  his  insurance  and  let 
him  stay  at  home.  The  aged  are  entitled  to  our 
sympathies  and  attentions.  We  may  soon  stand 
where  they  now  stand  and  desire  that  others  shall 
show  us  the  same  respect  and  kindness. 

Brother  W.  H.  Kerr,  who  is  a  gentleman  of  the 
first  rank,  and  who  makes  the  down-hearted  glad 
when  they  meet  him.  has  returned  from  his  voyage 
to  Cuba,  and  is  again  looking  after  the  welfare  of 
his  passengers.  Brother  George  Dearwester  took 
leg  bail  the  other  day  and  went  south.  Left  his  ca- 
boose and  train  to  stop  an  enp-ine.  Brother  Dear 
now  has  a  twenty-nine  foot  car  for  a  caboose. 
Brother  W.  S.  Harlow,  who  is  troubled  with  lum- 
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bago.  was  off  duty  from  Dec.  27  until  Jan.  23.  tben 
made  five  round  trips  and  is  now  off  duty  again  on 
account  of  sickness.  Our  best  wishes  are  for 
Brother  Harlow,  and  hope  health  will  soon  be  his 
portion.  On  Jan.  19  the  Brothers  and  Sisters  and 
friends  made  a  very  pleasant  call  on  Brother  and 
Sister  W.  S.  Garr  for.  the  purpose  of  storming 
them  on  their  25th  wedding  anniversary.  The  line 
of  march  to  the  residence  laid  beneath  seas  of 
flags  and  winds  under  arches  of  cedar  adorned 
with  ribbons  of  roses.  Presents  were  numerous. 
The  outcome  of  the  evening  was  a  host  of  fun, 
Hello!  St.  Paul,  no  change  in  our  insurance  and  no 
split  in  the  reserve  funds.  Q.  B.  M.  Skwell. 
Huntington.  Ind. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  is  fast  ap- 
proaching, and  as  it  will  be  the  first  of  the  new 
century.  Brothers,  make  it  a  record  breaker  of  the 
twentieth  century.  Leave  no  stone  unturned  when 
leaving  St.  Paul;  be  ready  to  tackle  any  question 
that  may  come  up.  There  is  lots  of  work  to  do. 
Have  you  instructed  your  delegate  what  to  do 
when  be  gets  there?  If  not  do  it  at  once.  Let  him 
know  just  what  the  majority  want.  If  you  fail  to 
do  so.  and  he  goes  there  and  does  something  you 
think  is  wrong,  don't  kick,  for  he  will  probably  do 
the  best  he  knows.  If  you  see  anything  that  you 
think  is  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  get  up  in  the 
Division  room  and  express  yonr  opinion.  If  it  is 
wrong  there  will  be  no  harm  done. .  It  is  my  opin- 
ion there  can  be  changes  made  that  will  help  the 
members  of  our  Order  financially,  least  morally. 

One  thing  that  must  be  done,  or.  we  can  make  a 
fight  for  it.  and  that  is,  protect  the  old  conductor. 
Take  for  an  example  the  wee  boy  on  the  farm,  who 
set  the  plow  aside,  with  a  long  pair  of  cowhide 
boots  and  hayseed  through  his  hair,  applied  to  the 
trainmaster  for  a  position  asbrakeman.  and  in  a 
few  years  that  same  brakeman  had  an  order  from 
tht-  trainmaster  to  relieve  you,  for  what  cause? 
"You  been  a  good  old  horse,  but  done  broke  down." 
Automobiles  have  put  the  good  old  horse  into  the 
clear.  What  will  they  do  with  the  old  conductor? 
If  seniority  becomes  universal,  a  true  saying  for 
this  question  would  be.  get  off  the  earth,  for  we 
have  changed  our  post  office  address  so  many 
times  that  seniority  is  a  rather  expensive  postage 
stamp.  How  well  do  1  remember,  in  olden  days, 
when  the  conductor  hired  their  own  brakemen. 
(no  students).  No  power  brakes,  no  automatic 
couplings.  We  had  to  get  there,  Eli,  as  the  con- 
ductor used  to  call  it.  or  we  would  know  the  reason 
why.  In  those  days  railroad  men  were  in  demand: 
their  trade  was  protected  by  experience. 

Brother  J.  Dwyer  you  are  all  rightl  I  have  done 
the  deck  act  between  Evanston  and  Ogden  in  my 
early  days.  Many  a  time  the  operator  at  Echo  City 
reported  a  cyclone  passing  his  station.  Could  you 
blame  him?  Brother  Tim  Farrell,  I  hope  the  plan 
you  have  in  mind  will  go  through  with  bells  on. 
Anything  that  will  help  the  poor  old  conductor  to 
maintain  his  position.  In  my  days  on  the  O.  S.  L. 
at  Pocatello.  conductors  were  a  scarce  article  on 
the  market  What  has  changed  it?  Ourselves. 
We  have,  or  a  majority  of  us.  have  taught  the 
students,  whereby  they  gained  some  knowledge 
that  gave  them  enough  pluck  to  go  before  a  super- 


intendent to  stand  examination.  Train  books, 
ticket  reports,  train  orders  and  all  other  import- 
ant duties  of  a  conductor  should  be  carried  in  his 
inside  vest  pocket,  especially  at  this  late  day. 
Take  a  machinist,  carpenter,  boiler  makers,  brick 
layers,  or  any  Other  tradesman,  when  they  lose 
their  position  in  one  place  they  go  to  another  and 
get  a  position  at  their  trade,  and  why  can't  we  as 
conductors  do  the  same?  Exile  seniority  I  Brother 
F.  J.  Logan  of  Kansas,  your  views  on  the  double- 
header  are  good  ones  and  should  have  the  support 
of  every  O.  R.  C.  delegate  at  St.  Paul:  for  no  one 
man  can  serve  two  masters  alike.  You  can  see  it 
every  day.  Get  up  Jack,  let  John  sit  down! 

Several  Brothers.  I  notice,  are  commenting  on 
district  representation.  I  approve  of  this  method 
because  it  is  economical,  not  only  to  the  Grand 
Division,  but  to  all  Divisions  of  the  Order.  I 
believe  one-half  of  the  delegates  could  transact 
the  business  of  the  Grand  Division  as  well  as  the 
408:  at  any  rate  I'll  not  talk  any  further  on  the  sub- 
ject, as  my  hair  is  long.  Will  refer  the  matter  to 
St.  Paul.  Our  Lehigh  Valley  Brothers  are  doing 
well  since  they  received  an  increase  in  pay. 
Several  promotions  have  been  made  from  our 
ranks.  Brother  Chas.  Gallagher  has  been  restored 
to  his  former  position  that  he  lost  in  the  trouble  of 
1893.  Brother  P.  S.  Kane  has  charge  of  Oak  Island 
yard.  Success  to  you,  Paddy,  is  the  wish  of  the 
members  of  384.  I  am  happy  to  say  Brother  Daoiel 
Gallagher,  who  was  murderously  assaulted,  is  out 
of  danger  and  at  work  again.  The  coroners  of 
New  York  City  expect  to  do  a  land  office  business 
when  Mrs.  Nation  reaches  onr  city.  How  about  it. 
Andy?  Royal  Blub. 

Tottenville.  New  York  City. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

There  is  a  strong  and  growing  desire  among 
civilized  people  to  be  provided  for  in  old  age  and 
when  infirm  and  unable  to  work  or  do  business. 
The  government  provides  well  for  its  soldier  and 
sailor  defenders.  The  civilian  employs  one  from 
time  to  time,  making  efforts  to  get  pensions  when 
broken  down  by  age  and  infirmities.  The  Masonic 
fraternity  in  the  state  of  New  York,  where  I  belong 
(Masonically),  has  provided  a  home  for  aged  and 
infirm  Masons  and  their  widows  and  orphans. 
The  home  is  near  Utica.  It  has  about  200  inmates. 
The  fraternity  are  well  satisfied  with  it.  and  will 
build  additional  buildings  the  coming  season. 
When  a  lodge  has  a  brother  that  should  be  pro- 
vided for  they  take  the  case  into  consideration 
and,  if  favorable,  present  it  to  the  home  guardians 
and  the  Brother  gets  admission.  The  membership 
of  the  state,  for  several  years,  were  assessed  one 
dollar  a  year  for  the  establishment  of  the  home. 
There  are  about  100.000  members  in  the  state.  I 
believe  it  would  be  a  good  policy  to  establish  a 
home  for  aged  and  infirm  conductors  of  the  order 
O.  R.  C.  Perhaps  two  homes,  one  in  the  latitude 
of  northern  Ohio,  and  another  in  the  latitude  of 
Chattanooga,  or  perhaps  on  Mobile  Bay,  situated 
on  or  adjoining  a  body  of  water,  so  that  there 
would  be  fish,  boating,  sailing,  etc..  etc.  A  pur- 
chase of  farm  lands.  500  or  600  acres.  In  the  south 
it  would  cost  not  to  exceed  $25  per  acre.  In  the 
north  not  to  exceed  $50  per  acre  with  the  buildings 
on  it.  One  hnndred  acres  could  be  divided  into 
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village  lots,  four  lots  to  the  acre— 400  lots— sell  the 
lots  at  $100  a  lot.  the  choice  of  lots  to  be  drawn  for. 
A  town  could  thns  belong  to  onr  Order.  It 
might  be  a  few  miles  out  of  Cedar  Rapids,  or  per- 
haps a  few  miles  from  Mr.  Carnegie's  City  of 
Coneant.  or  a  short  distance  from  Terre  Haute,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Wabash.  The  land  not  divided 
into  lots  to  be  worked  for  the  crops  to  go  to  the 
support  of  the  home.  A  farm  superintendent  and 
a  sufficient  number  of  farm  hands  employed  to 
work  it.  After  the  lands  were  purchased  then  a 
committee  could  be  appointed  or  elected  by  the 
Grand  Division  to  solicit  donations  from  any  one, 
particularly  those  whose  wealth  has  been  made 
out  of  railroads— the  Rockefellers,  the  Goulds, 
the  Vanderbilts  and  our  Chauncey,  also,  to  accept 
legacies,  etc..  etc. 

I  present  these  ideas  and  perhaps  it  may  lead  to 
thought  and  discussion,  and  bring  out  valuable 
ideas.  We  certainly  are  all  getting  aged,  and 
many  of  us  crippled,  and  the  thought  that  after 
a  pounding  and  banging  of  years  of  service  night 
andday,  Sundays  and  all  days,  we  can  quietly  sit 
down  in  a  good  pleasant  place  that  is  our  own  and 
rest  our  weary  bones  among  friends,  not  to  be 
called  till  the  last  call,  and  that  among  friends  and 
Brothers.  Brothers,  please  give  it  thought.  Truly 
yours.  Henry  J.  Nkgus. 

Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  not  a  regular  correspondent,  and  am  located 
so  far  from  my  Division  many  things  happen  I  hear 
nothing  about  until  it  becomes  an  old  story. 
Therefore,  on  the  arrival  of  each  Conductor  the 
first  thing  is  to  look  for  letters.and  to  my  knowledge 
I  have  not  been  able  to  see  a  letter  either  from  Di- 
visions 193  or  138  for  nearly  one  year.  Probably  the 
regular  correspondent  is  too  busy  and  cannot  spare 
the  time,  as  business  on  the  B.  &  O.  Chicago  division 
has  been  very  good  for  the  last  six  months.  I  must 
say  that  I  am  very  much  pleased  to  see  so  many  of 
our  Divisions  taking  up  the  double  header  ques- 
tion, or,  in  other  words,  holding  membership  in 
both  the  O.  R.  C.  and  B.  R.  T.  No  man  is  more  in 
favor  than  I  am  to  see  every  one  in  train  service 
either  in  the  O.  R.  C.  or  B.  R.  T..  and  must  confess 
1  think  but  very  little  of  any  one  working  year 
after  year  and  enjoying  the  same  benefits  derived 
from  the  labor  and  expense  of  the  different  railway 
orders,  and  contribute  nothing  to  their  support, 
and  think  much  less  of  a  man  who  joins  our  noble 
Order  under  a  mercenary  object;  and  the  quicker 
the  conductors  get  together  and  work  for  the  in- 
terest of  one  another  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
Order.  I  have  a  <Jeep  regard  for  our  sister  organi- 
zation, but  do  not  believe  it  right  for  a  Brother  to 
belong  to  the  B.  R.  T.  We  have  a  Brother  O.  R.  C. 
on  Chicago  division  who  is  chairman  of  B.  R.  T. 
Grievance  Committee,  and  he  is  certainly  not 
working  for  the  interest  of  the  O.  R.  C.  according 
to  agreement  of  both  O.  R.  C.  and  B.  R.  T.  with 
general  officers  of  B.  &  O.  railway  in  the  question 
relating  to  the  rights  of  conductors  as  commenc- 
ing on  date  of  promotion.  This  Brother  has  asked 
to  have  both  agreements  set  aside,  which  would 
certainly  injure  the  O.  R.  C.  to  benefit  the  B.  R.  T., 
and  possibly  create  an  ill  feeling  between  the  O. 
R.  C.  and  B.  R.  T.  on  Chicago  division;  and  pre- 


sume that  there  are  a  great  many  cases  similar  to 
this  by  Brothers  belonging  to  both  orders. 

Division  138  is  in  first-class  condition;  has  about 
forty  members,  and  still  coming  in.  1  believe  four 
or  five  to  initiate  at  our  next  meeting:  let  the  good 
work  go  on.  Wishing  The  Conductor  and  the 
Order  a  prosperous  new  ye/ir,  I  will  take  the  sid- 
ing and  let  the  old  one  pass  without  delay.  I  would 
like  to  hear  from  others  on  the  double  header 
question,  and  I  do  hope  that  our  delegate  will 
bring  up  this  matter  at  the  meeting. of  the  next 
Grand  Division.  "Runt. 

Garrett.  Ind. 

<S 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  the  annual  election  of  Division  52.  C.  L. 
Boughner  was  re-elected  Chief  for  the  year  1901. 
All  other  officers  were  also  re-elected.  Chief 
Boughner  and  Ass't.  Chief  R.  D.  Herring  hold  the 
record  of  No.  52.  having  attended  every  meeting 
for  the  year  1900.  Brother  Boughner  was  also 
elected  delegate.  The  selection  was  a  good  one 
and  gave  satisfaction  to  all  present. 

Brother  N.  Decker  has  taken  the  runs  made 
vacant  by  the  death  of  W.  E.  Hepburn.  Brother 
Decker  likes  the  change  and  will  make  a 
good  man  for  the  run.  Brother  J.  H.  Gordon  has 
the  runs  on  N.  Y.  division,  made  vacant  by 
Brother  Decker's  change.  Brother  Gordon  is  a 
very  enthusiastic  horse  man  and  intends  to  move 
to  Pike  County.  Pa.,  opposite  Port  Jervis:  you  may 
expect  a  great  circuit  meeting  there  during  the 
coming  season.  Conductor  N.  Youngerman  has 
been  on  the  sick  list  for  ten  days.  He  came  in 
the  conductors'  room  and  challenged  any  man  in 
room  to  play  a  game  of  pinocle.  Conductor  Tom 
Duffy  accepted  challenge.  The  agreement  was 
'"the  low  man  take  a  bath  in  the  icy  water  of  the 
Hudson  river."  Nic  went  out  in  river  splash! 
He  still  claimed  he  could  beat  any  one  in  the  room 
but  it  must  be  the  Dutch  game-no  Irish  game  for 
him.  Nayr. 

Pt.  Jervis,  N.  Y. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  are  at  the  threshold  of  a  new  year  and  a 
new  century.  We  have  accomplished  wonders 
from  a  national  point  of  view.  Our  flag 
has  crossed  the  ocean.  We  have  become  a  world 
power.  We  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the  coun- 
cils of  nations.  Our  commerce  goes  everywhere. 
We  are  able  to  meet  the  competition  of  the  world 
and  compel  its  recognition.  This  national  pros- 
perity is  quickly  reflected  in  the  affairs  of  private 
life,  and  nowhere  are  its  impulses  more  promptly 
responded  to  than  in  fraternal  organization.  Each 
is  looking  for  a  better,  higher  life,  and  at  the  same 
time  evincing  an  eagerness  to  share  in  the  world's 
prosperity. 

Looking  over  the  past  record  of  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors,  we  find  much  that  we  can  re- 
fer to  with  pride.  Untold  good  has  been  accom- 
plished for  those  who  have  placed  their  trust  in  our 
Order.  The  bereaved  have  been  comforted,  the 
fatherless  and  widows  have  been  provided  for,  and 
thousands  of  true,  earnest,  far-seeing  men  have 
been  enrolled  under  its  fair  banners.  We  have 
evoluted  from  narrow  conditions  to  a  higher, 
broader,  more  progressive  plane.    History  has 
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been  made,  and  from  the  experience  of  the  past 
we  are  now  taking;  onr  bearings  for  the  mystic 
future  which  lies  before  ns.  One  of  the  lessons  we 
have  learned  is  loyalty  and  fidelity.  By  loyalty 
and  fidelity  it  is  not  meant  that  every  member  of 
the  local  Division  shall  absolutely  approve  and 
concur  in  each  separate  act  of  each  individual 
affair.  That  never  was  done  with  chnrch.  state  or 
social  life.  We  are  men  of  many  minds,  and  not  to 
differ  would  stamp  ns  as  mere  antomatons— ma- 
chines. What  is  meant  by  fidelity  and  loyalty  to 
oar  national  officers  and  the  national  council,  is  to 
believe  the  latter,  when  assembled  together  from 
time  to  time,  are  trying;  to  enact  such  laws  as  in 
the  judgment  of  the  majority  of  delegates  present 
will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Order  as  a 
whole,  and  that  the  national  officers,  in  their  offi- 
cial capacity,  are  striving,  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  those  laws  with 
impartial  fairness.  The  national  conncil  may 
make  mistakes  in  their  enactments:  they  are  but 
human  in  wisdom  and  judgment.  The  national 
officers  may  not  do  all  that  you  desire  done,  or  all 
that  you  think  you  won  Id  do  if  you  were  in  their 
places.  The  same  can  be  said  of  every  officer- 
civil,  religious  or  social,  in  the  world  today.  Every 
man  must  work  in  his  own  harness,  not  that  of 
another.  The  loyal  member  of  every  organized 
body  recognizes  this  fact,  overlooks  petty  differ- 
ences, and  instead  of  everlastingly  kicking;,  puts 
his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  by  his  individual  ef- 
fort makes  up.  in  part  at  least,  the  deficiency  in 
the  executive  body.  Saying  nothing  about  the 
fraternal  spirit  involved,  it  is  the  part  of  good 
sound  business  sense  that  the  membership  of  a 
fraternal  beneficiary  society,  the  payment  of 
whose  certificates  at  death  depend  on  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  that  society,  shall  maintain  a 
loyal  attitude  toward  its  managing  officers. 

Only  by  a  display  of  confidence  and  loyalty  can 
faith  and  confidence  be  inspired  in  the  minds  of 
those  whom  we  desire  to  become  member  of  our 
Order,  and  so  strengthen  our  own  protection.  If 
you  know  of  anything  particularly  good  that  might 
be  done,  agitate  it  in  your  Division  room  and  in 
the  columns  of  The  Conductor,  and  if  there  is 
anything  of  note  in  it.  others  will  recognize  it  and 
help  to  bring  it  about.  If  you  are  very  much  op- 
posed to  one  or  more  things  which  are  being  done, 
and  you  find  very  few  members  who  believe  as 
you  do,  it  would  be  wise  to  take  careful  stock  of 
your  objections  and  see  if  they  are  well  grounded. 
Perhaps  after  all  the  fault  lies  with  you  instead  of 
tbe  Order. 

To  a  greater  extent  than  one  may  at  first  per- 
ceive, the  life  of  an  Order  like  ours  depends  on  the 
personnel  and  character  of  the  men  who  direct  its 
affairs;  in  the  matter  of  its  business  management, 
its  growth,  prosperity,  its  very  existence  is  theirs 
to  regulate.  There  is  but  one  test  of  the  fitness  of  an 
officer,  and  that  is  the  measure  of  his  success.  If 
onr  Order  shows  a  constant,  healthy  growth,  and  its 
business  is  ably  managed,  the  management  is  in 
capable  hands;  otherwise  it  is  not.  By  the  same 
rule  that  the  men  who  have  built  up  a  business  are 
better  eauipped  than  others  to  manage  it.  so  the 
officers  who  have  guided  the  Order  from  the  foot 
of  the  ladder  to  its  topmost  round,  will  probably 


best  maintain  its  poise  in  that  elevated  position 
But  the  Grand  Officers  are  powerless  without  the 
loyalty  of  the  members.  It  is  the  certainty  of  loyal 
support;  the  strength  that  this  support  creates  that 
produces  their  best  efforts.  This  is  one  of  the  les- 
sons the  O.  R.  C.  has  learned,  and  as  we  open  the 
new  century  with  bright  prospects  of  a  rapid 
growth  and  improved  conditions  before  us,  let  us 
renew  our  allegiance  to  the  principles  of  tbe  Order, 
and  to  our  officers  who  are  at  its  head  and  encour- 
age them  with  the  knowledge  that  they  have 
the  loyal  support  of  every  member;  that  we 
are  taking  an  interest  in  their  efforts,  and  the  re- 
sultant strength  of  the  Order  will  confer  its  bene- 
fits eaually  upon  all. 

Division  232  intends  to  do  some  phenomenal 
work  this  coming  year,  and  we  are  going  to  do  it 
on  the  above  lines  and  a  lively  lot  of  hustling. 

Sioux  City.  Iowa.  Hop. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  brushed  up  our  William  G.  and  got  him 
in  good  trim  after  his  long  rest  and  are  now  intro- 
ducing him  to  new  conductors  nearly  every  meet- 
ing day.  and  I  tell  you  he  is  a  terror  to  tenderfeet. 
He  was  growed  in  tbe  mountains  so  high  that  you 
only  see  the  sun  once  a  day.  and  look  straight  up 
at  that:  so  steep  that  seed  is  shot  into  side  of 
mountains  with  shot  guns,  and  to  harvest  it.  the 
mountaineers  tie  a  West  Virginia  sand  stone  to  one 
end  of  a  long  rope,  throw  it  over  the  top  or  ridge, 
the  other  end  to  themselves  and  swing  down,  cut 
grain  and  drop  it  to  bottom.  The  ground  is  so 
stony  that  the  noses  of  stock  have  to  be  filed  sharp 
(so  they  say)  to  eat  the  grass  between.  Our 
William  G.  was  raised  with  a  breed  of  porkers,  so 
long  and  slim,  with  ears  so  far  back  they  could  not 
hear  themselves  squeal,  and  in  hunting  roots  they 
get  on  their  nose,  with  tails  in  the  air.  and  go  round 
and  down  like  a  gimblet  between  the  rocks.  Well, 
what  do  you  think  of  that,  anyway?  In  that  con- 
nection I  will  only  add.  come  and  see.  I  would 
like  to  say  to  the  Mississippi  Trout-eater,  that  I 
visited  one  of  his  seasons  (Mardi  gras)  last  year 
and  do  not  hanker  for  another  trip  down  there 
where  cellars  and  cisterns  are  built  up  on  stilts 
and  sewerage  is  above  ground,  or  above  water, 
rather.  It  gave  me  the  sensation  or  feeling  that  I 
might  wake  up  some  morning  and  find  the  city 
several  hundred  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
water.  Brother  Trout-eater  you  have  missed  one 
of  the  pleasant  things  of  this  life  by  not  knowing 
our  worthy  Grand  Officers.  I  ran  across  Brother 
Corbitt  while  south  several  times  and  attended  one 
or  two  called  meetings  with  him.  I  see  by  the 
Toledo  letter  that  they  have  elected  the  ugliest 
man  in  the  city  to  tbe  legislative  committee.  (Ask 
Brother  H.  about  it.)  Brother  Osborn.  I  am  truly 
glad  to  know  (which  I  judge  from  your  letter)  that 
the  little  girl  born  in  Michigan  back  in  the  SO's  has 
not  made  you  wish  you  were  king  of  the  Cannibal 
islands  or  one  of  his  subjects,  even.  Come  again, 
you  are  interesting.  I  see  a  new  standard  uniform 
adopted  for  conductors,  freight  and  passenger,  all 
the  same  cut  and  style.  It  is  handsome.  I  like  it— 
the  uniform  for  The  Conductor. 

Parkersburg.  W.  Va.  Geo.  H.  Bailey. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  the  November  Conductor  a  Brother  from 
Division  143  says  an  evil  exists  in  labor  organ- 
izations which  is  a  great  injury  to  as.  and  that  is 
envy.  His  remarks  on  the  snbject  are  certainly 
good,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  poet's  imagined  fancies 
by  Socrates  sayings  and  the  history  of  the  old 
Patriarchs  with  other  examples  in  which  he 
handles  the  snbject.it  brings  our  thoughts  to  some 
other  subjects  pertaining  to  organized  labor  in 
whicb  many  Brothers  may  become  more  or  less 
interested.  We  read  contributions  from  many 
Brothers  on  the  question  of  seniority.  Expressions 
of  sympathy  intermingle  their  writings,  the  wel- 
fare and  future  of  the  old  conductor  being  pro- 
posed, accepted  and  incorporated  in  the  rules  and 
agreements  for  operating,  and  quite  often  envy 
cuts  a  deep  notch  in  the  measuring  stick.  I  be- 
lieve I  am  quite  safe  in  saying  that  until  a  higher 
degree  of  civilization  is  maintained  in  the  ranks  of 
labor,  that  is  to  say  a  better  respect  for  the  great 
Law  Qiver's  rule— "do  as  you  would  be  done  by"— 
this  evil  will  exist. 

The  selfish  greed  predominating  in  the  world 
today  is  the  main  factor  in  the  production  of  envy. 
The  more  one  is  blessed  with  good  fortune  the 
greater  the  probability  that  he  forgets  the  past. 
The  sensibility  of  the  being  is  where  we  must  ex- 
pect tbe  change  to  come.  Rules  and  regulations 
are  the  governing  features  of  organized  labor  and 
often  some  rules  do  greater  injustice  to  the 
minority  than  they  benefit  the  majority.  All  such 
should  be  repealed  so  that  the  lives  of  all  employes 
might  be  made  to  better  harmonize.  A  strict 
compliance  with  the  only  rule— a  rule  universally 
known  for  employing  and  promoting  labor— should 
be  our  aim  and  request.  If  circumstances  in  life 
are  such  that  a  man  begins  labor  as  a  brakeman. 
let  him  work  out  his  promotion.  With  promotion  to 
work  for  his  courage  increases  until  his  best  and 
most  faithful  service  is  enjoined  by  all.  his  ability, 
habits  and  general  standing  are  of  an  ascending 
nature,  and  with  a  strict  observance  of  this  rule 
seniority  would  virtually  be  the  rule  for  pro- 
motion. But  it  is  a  fact  that  within  our  Order, 
through  a  majority,  thoughtlessly  or  enviously 
moved  they  have  arrangements,  and  in  operation 
now,  that  promotion  is  received  by  being  tbe 
longest  in  tbe  employ  of  a  company,  perhaps  in 
various  occupations,  and  often  of  the  man's  own 
choosing.  As.  for  instance,  one  man  served  a  com- 
pany ten  years,  braking  and  switching,  changing 
from  place  to  place,  from  one  conductor  to  an- 
other, etc.,  and  finally  is  promoted  to  freight  con- 
ductor. Another,  six  months  younger  on  the  road, 
broke  three  years  and  was  promoted  to  freight 
conductor.  In  after  years  when  both  these  men  are 
running  freight  trains,  the  oldest  on  the  road  is 
first  for  further  promotion  to  preferred  or  pas- 
senger runs,  which  is  contrary  to  all  general  rules 
for  advancing  or  promoting  labor,  and  the  astonish- 
ing feature  of  tbe  case  is,  that  an  organization  so 
respectfully  before  the  people  has  within  its 
membership  persons  who  will  conspire  to  such 
selfish  motives  in  order  to  advance  personal  oppor- 
tunities. Tbe  O.  R.  C.  teaches  brotherly  love  and 
this  spirit  should  always  be  present  in  our  Division 
rooms,  also  when  dealing  with  our  Brother  mem- 
bers, and  should  govern  our  relations  at  all  times 


and  under  all  circumstances;  then  envy  would  be 
known  no  more.  J.  M.  Peck. 

Galesburg.  111. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  103  will  give  an  all-night  smoker  March 
23.  and  all  who  can  attend  are  hereby  invited.  We 
promise  you  a  good  time.  We  will  also  initiate  a 
a  number  of  candidates,  having  received  special 
dispensation  from  our  worthy  Chief  for  this  part 
of  the  program,  and  our  cigars  shall  not  be  stogas. 
but  of  a  quality  selected  and  guaranteed  to 
broaden  your  smiles  and  increase  your  appetite 
for  the  relishes  of  the  evening.  I  feel  that  this  is 
one  way  in  which  we  may  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  our  Brother* .  not  only  from  sister 
Divisions,  but  in  our  own  Division,  for  you  all 
know  that  on  regular  meeting  days  we  often  sit  in 
open  Division  with  those  whom  we  cannot  call  by 
name  and  with  whom  we  would  like  to  talk,  but 
have  no  chance,  and  keep  in  order.  This  again. 
showB  one  great  necessity  in  opening  our  Divi- 
sions promptly  at  the  given  time,  and  closing  just 
as  prompt  as  the  business  of  tbe  meeting  will  ad- 
mit. Then  a  few  minutes  could  be  taken  up.  if 
desired,  in  social  conversation  or  band-shaking, 
and  not  make  a  grand  rush  for  the  door,  like  boys 
from  a  school  room  that  had  been  kept  in  until 
tired  and  hungry. 

There  has  been  much  said  and  but  little  thus  far 
accomplished  regarding  the  old  conductor.  I  am 
emphatically  in  favor  of  paying  our  old  broken- 
down  Brothers  the  full  benefit  of  their  insurance. 
It  will  cost  no  more  to  pay  this  one  time  than 
another,  and  he  might  then  reap  a  little  reward  for 
his  long  years  of  faithfulness  and  the  assistance 
he  has  given  others,  and  not  die  leaving  this  paltry 
sum  to  a  distant  relative  or  young,  able-bodied 
descendant.  I  contend  that  the  conductor  who 
has  toiled  for  years  and  reared  his  family  properly 
has  fulfilled  his  mission  on  that  score,  and  he  is 
the  one.  when  old  and  feeble,  to  whom  this  benefit 
should  go  at  a  given  age.  say  at  70  or  75  years.  For 
then  he  is  totally  disabled  from  running  a  train, 
and  having  no  small  children  which  are  dependant 
and  who  frequently  have  not  chick  or  child.  If  a 
good  old  lifetime  companion  still  be  living,  let 
them  enjoy  this  money  together.  It  would  likely 
last  most  of  us  to  the  end.  for  little  is  needed  at 
that  stage  in  life,  especially  if  we  have  a  little 
home  to  call  our  own.  I  therefore,  for  one.  am 
not  in  favor  of  a  home  for  old  and  infirm  conduc- 
tors, for  I  think  there  are  few  of  us  who  would 
want  to  live  in  a  home  thus  provided,  however 
elegant  it  might  be,  unless  compelled  by  poverty. 
It  would  seem  to  me  like  an  asylum  for  weak- 
minded  conductors,  rather  than  a  place  to  call 
home.  But  not  being  all  of  one  opinion,  let  us 
hear  more  on  this  subject,  and  let  our  delegates 
go  to  the  Grand  Division  this  year  with  a  determi- 
nation to  try  and  bring  about  this  long- felt  want. 
However,  many  conductors  or  readers  of  this 
letter  may  not  approve  my  ideas.  I  know  it  will 
strike  a  great  many  as  being  the  proper  move,  and 
I,  for  one.  shall  continue  to  advocate  this  change 
in  our  insurance  laws.  There  is  also  another  disa- 
bility which  should  be  considered  total  by  our 
insurance:  it  is  paralysis.  It  totally  disables  one 
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from  train  servioe,  and  I  hope  to  see  this  added  to 
our  list  of  what  constitutes  a  total  disability.  I 
am  not  looking  forward  to  be  benefited  by  an 
amendment  of  this  type,  but  I  know  a  few  Broth- 
ers I  would  like  to  assist,  and  by  so  dome  I  am 
confident  ninety  per  cent  of  our  Brothers  who  are 
now  carrying  but  one  or  two  thousand  would  in- 
crease their  insurance  to  the  limit.  I  have  not 
learned  the  opinion  of  our  Grand  Chief  on  this 
question,  but  I  am  confident  he  is  with  the  ma- 
jority, and  also  hope  the  majority  will  stay  by  him 
when  we  meet  at  the  Grand  Division:  at  least  that 
enough  delegates  will  go  armed  with  a  vote  for 
E.  E.  C.  to  elect  him  on  the  first  ballot.  And  I 
hope  to  see  enough  of  our  Brothers  on  the  excur- 
sion from  Macon.  Ga..  and  over  the  entire  north  to 
make  it  a  grand  success  and  a  trip  that  will  ever 
be  remembered  as  one  of  the  grandest  of  the 
kind  ever  enjoyed  by  mankind. 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  G.  M.  Waldron. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  January  13th  Division  337  installed  their  of- 
ficers for  the  year  1901:  seven  Brothers  from  Di- 
vision 170  and  Brother  Grant  Ferguson  from  Di- 
vision 166  were  present.  Brother  Sheppard  from 
Division  170  was  appointed  installing  officer,  and 
Brother  Ferguson  from  Division  166.  marshal.  We 
had  a  good  attendance,  and  after  the  installation 
of  officers  the  regular  routine  of  business  was  taken 
up.  The  meeting  was  a  very  enjoyable  one  indeed, 
and  especially  so  from  the  fact  that  we  had  visit- 
ing members  from  other  Divisions  We  are  al- 
ways glad  to  have  our  Brothers  visit  us. 

In  thinking  over  the  pleasant  occasion  of  our  last 
meeting  and  the  progress  of  our  Division,  brings 
the  thought  to  me  that  some  of  our  greatest  men 
have  risen  from  the  humble  walks  of  life;  so  it  is 
with  Division  337.  We  organized  over  five  years 
ago.  with  twenty  charter  members.  Now  we  can 
boast  of  fifty-five  as  good  members  as  ever  took 
the  obligation.  Our  boys  are  so  elated  over  the 
progress  our  Division  is  making  that  some  of  them 
call  it  the  "silk  stocking"  Division,  and  others  the 
"blue  ribbon"  Division.  If  you  chance  to  come  our 
way  stop  in.  and  if  you  do  not  find  our  boys  up  to 
the  standard  we  will  take  down  our  sign  and  send 
in  our  charter. 

I  am  a  regular  reader  of  The  Conductor  and 
look  forward  to  its  coming  with  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest. I  find  considerable  opposion  to  seniority 
from  all  sections  of  the  country.  Just  one  word  on 
this  subject:  In  my  opinion  those  who  are  opposing 
seniority  only  look  on  one  side  of  the  question. 
They  want  to  make  laws  to  benefit  the  unfortunate 
Brother  who  is  out  of  employment,  but  seem  to 
overlook  the  injustice  they  would  do  to  the  Brother 
who  is  fortunate  enough  to  bold  his  position  by 
doing  away  with  the  seniority  clause.  I  am  in  favor 
of  enacting  any  laws  that  will  benefit  our  unfor- 
tunate Brothers  who  are  out  of  employment,  but 
not  to  the  detriment  of  those  who  are  employed.  I 
am  opposed  to  wiping  out  the  seniority  clause  en- 
tirely, but  the  laws  can  be  modified  so  as  to  benefit 
the  employed  and  secure  positions  for  those  out  of 
employment.  Brother,  study  over  this  question 
well  before  you  act  too  hasty.  H.  L. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  did  not  intend  to  have  anything  to  say  in  this 
month's  issue  of  The  Conductor,  but  after  a 
careful  perusal  of  the  Fraternal  Department  (of 
which  I  wish  there  was  twice  as  much), 
and  after  reading  the  letter  of  H.  W.  G.. 
of  Elkhart.  Ind..  whose  article  in  the  Jan- 
uary issue  on  district  representation  and 
wasteful  expenditure  of  money  attached  to 
the  session  of  the  Grand  Division.  I  have  con- 
cluded to  write  again.  His  article.  I  think,  is  one 
of  the  best  solutions  I  have  read  for  some  time, 
and  we  need  not  go  outside  the  meeting  of  our  own 
Grand  Division  to  save  an  enormous  expenditure 
of  money.  He  quotes  where  it  had  cost  the  B.  of 
L.  E.  for  the  last  session  of  their  Grand  Division 
$200,000.  What  can  we  show  for  our  enormous  ex- 
penditure? What  I  mean  by  this  is,  take  the  408 
Divisions,  allowing  $100.00  for  the  expenses  of  each 
delegate,  which  I  think  is  a  fair  average,  besides 
the  other  expenses  attached  to  the  body  of  the 
Grand  Division.  Now,  Brothers,  some  of  you  who 
are  writing  month  after  month  for  the  care  of  the 
poor,  old  worn  out  conductor,  which  is  the  correct 
thing  for  us  to  do,  as  we  know  not  how  soon  we 
will  be  classed  among  its  number.  Take  the  roll 
call  of  delegates  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Division  when  printed,  and  see  how  many  are 
quoted  on  the  floor  of  the  session,  then  think  what 
it  has  cost  you  for  your  delegates'  vote  of  yea  and 
nay.  If  the  money  which  it  takes  to  send  our  dele- 
gates would  be  put  into  a  fund,  could  we  not  build 
up  a  fund  whereby  we  could  pension  at  a  living 
figure  the  old  conductors,  without  any  ex- 
tra expense  to  us  as  a  Division  or  a  body?  You 
must  certainly  admit  the  forcefulness  of  this  ar- 
gument. 

Since  my  last  writing  a  sad  accident  happened 
to  Brother  Davis.  While  driving  a  pair  of  spirited 
horses,  they  became  unmanageable  and  ran  away, 
throwing  Brother  Davis  to  the  ground  and  break- 
ing several  of  his  ribs,  but  at  this  writing  he  is,  I 
am  glad  to  say.  able  to  be  about.  While  Brother 
Davis  is  not  in  active  service,  he  is  an  active  mem- 
ber and  a  regular  attendant  to  our  meetings, which 
is  more  than  I  can  say  for  some  of  the  Brothers 
who  are  in  active  service,  and  have  more  time  to 
attend.  It  would  be  of  much  benefit  to  them  as 
well  as  to  the  Division:  but.  no  I  They  will  not 
grace  us  with  their  presence,  but  wait  until  they 
see  some  Brother  who  has  been  there,  and  the  first 
words  will  be:  "Well,  what  did  you  do  at  the 
meeting  last  Sunday."  Brothers  I  have  made  up 
my  mind  that  a  Brother  who  is  so  much  interested 
in  our  meetings  outside  of  the  Division  room,  my 
answer  to  him  will  be.  attend  to  the  meetings  and 
find  out.  for  I  would  only  be  encouraging  him  to 
stay  away  if  I  imparted  to  him  any  of  the  proceed- 
ings. 

Well.  Brothers.  Division  No.  170.  at  the  close  of 
business  for  last  year,  was  never  in  better  condi- 
tion in  membership  and  financial  standing.  Our 
meeting  last  Sundayftwas  lone  of  the  best  I  have 
ever  attended,  as  we  had  a  good  number  out  and 
the  talks  from  Brothers  S locum,  Clapp  and  Alex- 
ander on  law  and|  parliamentary  ruling  would  do 
credit  to  Tom  Reed.  Brother  Clapp  told  Dugan 
he  would  put  a  spoke  in  his  wheel,  which  he  did.  I 
would  suggest  Brother  Sheppard  put  himself  in 
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training  from  now  until  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Division,  under  Brother  Clapp.  to  perfect  himself 
on  parliamentary  laws  and  rules  of  order. 
Camden.  N.  J.  J.  A.  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  a  self-appointed  chronicler  and  trust  that 
what  I  "give  up"  will  be  taken  kindly  to.  Division 
194  gave  its  first  annual  ball  February  18.  and 
consider  that  it  was  a  success  and  a  creditable  one 
inasmuch  as  we  have  in  our  city  several  cases  of 
small  pox.  and  a  great  many  persons  were  so 
troubled  with  "stage  fright"  that  they  actually 
stayed  at  home  and  let  the  most  enjoyable  event 
of  the  season  slip  by.  We  have  the  unanimous 
decision  of  leaders  of  society  that  it  was  the 
nicest,  most  orderly,  and  ably  managed  ball  given 
in  years,  and  our  program  of  twenty-four  numbers 
and  two  extras  was  tripped  off  in  very  fast  time. 
We  checked  the  register,  got  a  clearance  and 
started  the  grand  march  at  9  a.  m.  with  about  90 
couples,  and  had  registered  in  and  locked  up  and 
departed  for  home  at  2:45  p.  m.  Mr.  Frank  Castle'r 
was  our  caller,  and  I  assure  you  none  of  the  boys 
needed  rest  or  were  laying  off  sick  when  he  called 
them  for  partner  for  a  turn  around.  Supper  was 
served  by  the  ladies  of  the  Maccabees,  and  oh.  such 
a  supper  it  was!  why  people  had  to  go  by  part  of 
it  like  the  boys  "run  loads  at  Bevier"  to  keep  from 
foundering.  There  were  100  suppers  served,  net- 
ting the  ladies  a  snug  sum  and  many  praises  and 
compliments.  Everbody  wore  the  "happy  go 
lucky"  costume  that  suited  his  comfort  and  con- 
venience and  everybody  was  happy.  Just  watch 
our  smoke  next  season!  I  think  we  will  have  to 
hold  an  overflow  meeting  in  the  park.  I  wish  to 
extend  a  cordial  invitation  in  advance  to  every 
Brother  and  his  wife  or  best  girl  to  our  next  annual 
for  which  due  and  timely  notice  will  be  given. 

We  are  rather  a  prosperous  Division  of  good 
natured  fellows  and  enjoy  the  right  to  work  for  the 
Burlington  Route,  and  our  little  city  of  6.000  souls 
is  the  center  of  the  universe  as  far  as  the  Hannibal 
&  St.  Joseph  goes  to  make  a  part  of  it.  We  have 
the  shops  here  and  are  at  present  working  almost 
seventy  freight  crews  on  the  two  divisions  of  104  and 
122  miles  respectively,  and  they  make  an  average  of 
four  thousand  miles  per  month,  so  you  see  we 
havn't  any  kick  coming,  except  on  a  single  track 
road  you  have  to  keep  moving  or  drop  out  of  the 
procession.  We  have  fifty  members  with  prospects 
of  eight  or  ten  more  this  year.  The  more  the 
merrier:  let  them  come!  We  manage  to  have 
meetings  enough  to  hold  election  of  officers  and 
install  them.  But  I  think  we  are  on  the  improve. 

We  held  our  annual  in  December  and  elected 
the  following:  W.  T.  Thiehoff .  C.  C;  E.  B.  Dabney. 
A.  C.  C;  J.  Ewing.  S.  and  T.;  T.  P.  Mulhern.  S.  C: 
D.  C.  Hart.  J.  C:  P.  C.  Miller.  I.  S.:  T.  Hooper.  O. 
S.  Most  of  these  are  young  fellows  and  all  take  an 
active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  194,  and  we  hope 
to  improve  in  membership,  morals  and  sociability 
under  their  reign.  I  wish  to  apologize  to  "ye 
editor"  for  our  Division,  as  I  find  in  mailing 
invitations  and  complimentaries  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  we  overlooked  you.  and  beg  you  to  ac- 
cept. We  simply  had  a  rush  of  biz  and  was  short 
of  power.  If  the  readers  of  The  Conductor  will 


forgive  this  very  tame  effort  to  "get  my  name  in 
the  paper,"  I  will  drop  my  way  car  in  on  way  car 
track  and  turn  in  for  a  much  needed  rest 
Brookfleld,  Mo.  "East  Ender." 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  115  is  going  along  in  very  good  style, 
taking  three  by  initiation  and  one  on  transfer,  with 
more  in  sight.  We  are  having  good  attendance. 
Our  new  officers  are  very  prompt,  most  of  them 
showing  up  at  every  meeting  so  far  this  year.  We 
have  lost  one  by  death  and  one  by  transfer. 
Brother  Trehan  has  gone  to  364. 

Generally,  railroad  business  is  good  on  the  coast, 
and  very  good  work  for  those  who  have  positions, 
but  I  cannot  advise  any  of  the  Brothers  to  come  to 
the  Pacific  Coast  expecting  to  find  work,  for  the 
country  is  overstocked  with  all  classes  of  railroad 
men  now.  The  various  roads  have  some  trouble 
and  delays,  caused  by  the  heavy  rain.  Several 
washouts  and  some  bad  accidents,  causing  death 
and  destruction.  The  rains,  however,  mean  mil- 
lions for  California.  It  will  benefit  the  miners  and 
farmers.  Oil  production  is  adding  thousands  of 
dollars  to  the  wealth  of  California.  Land  that  four 
years  ago  could  be  bought  for  $250  per  acre,  is  today 
changing  hands  at  from  $500  to  $3,000  per  acre.  Oil 
is  being  used  very  extensively  by  railroads,  fac- 
tories and  steamships,  and  has  proven  to  be  a  suc- 
cess and  about  one-half  cheaper  than  coal. 

The  Santa  Fe  is  doing  a  good  business  and  every- 
body is  kept  busy.  Our  superintendent.  J.  W. 
Walker,  is  up  and  around  after  a  severe  spell  of 
sickness,  but  fate  is  against  him.  One  of  his  child- 
ren was  taken  sick  and  died  a  few  days  ago.  She 
was  a  lovely  girl  of  thirteen  years.  Mr.  Walker  is 
going  away  from  the  scenes  of  his  trouble.  He 
leaves  today  on  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kazsha  Co.  Steam- 
ship Nippon  Maru  for  Honolulu.  He  expects  to 
be  gone  some  time.  The  boys  in  Chief  Clerk  Dun- 
ley's  office  of  the  Santa  Fe  freight  sheds  had  quite 
a  sad  surprise  on  Feb.  16.  The  company  pays  off 
with  checks  on  the  bank  of  California,  It  is  cus- 
tomary for  someone  to  take  the  checks  for  each 
department  and  draw  the  money.  Mr.  Dunley's 
typewriter  and  clerk  had  been  doing  this  for  some 
of  the  boys,  and  on  this  day  he  collected  checks  to 
the  amount  of  eight  hundred  dollars  and  went  to 
the  bank  and  drew  the  money  between  11  and  12  a. 
m.  on  Feb.  16.  and  up  to  this  writing.  Feb.  19,  he 
has  not  been  seen.  Some  of  the  readers  of  The 
Conductor  may  know  him.  He  worked  here 
under  the  name  of  Frank  .Gaven.  but  letters  found 
in  his  room  are  addressed  F.  P.  Garvey  and  Frank 
Hennessy. '  He  was  raised  in  Buffalo,  and  his  par- 
ents live  in  Pittsburg,  Kan.  Look  out  for  him. 
About  22  years  old:  tall,  slim,  dark  brown  hair, 
something  on  the  dude  order.  It  is  very  severe  on 
the  men.  as  you  know  what  pay  day  is.  and  those 
who  are  watching— the  landlord,  grocer,  butcher 
and  baker— all  waiting  for  you  to  come  up  and 
settle.  If  found  send  him  back.  We  pay  every 
fifteenth.  Milton  G.  Pumphrbt. 

San  Francisco.  Cal. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  times  Division  135  experiences  some  difficulty 
in  obtaining  a  quorum  at  our  m  ee tings. owing  to  the 
unprecedented  business  which  has  deluged  the  L 
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8c  N.  system  for  the  past  three  months.  On  Janu- 
ary 1  fltty-one  trains  passed  over  the  Nashville 
&  Decatur  division.  We  have  twenty  slow  freight, 
four  fast  and  three  local  crews  on  our  division  of 
122  miles,  so  our  delays  can  be  readily  imagined.. 

At  our  annual  election  the  following  officers 
were  chosen:  S.  H.  Allen.  C.  C:  I.  C.  Henderer. 
A  C.  ClJ.  H.  Stephens.  S.  C:  T.  O.  Leek.  J.  C:  C. 
O.  Sims.  S.  T.:  T.  J.  Hobbs.  I.  S.:  G.  L.  Garrity. 
O.  S. 

Our  Division  is  in  fine  shape,  with  the  member- 
ship steadily  augmenting.  Our  G.  J.  C.  Brother 
Corbitt.  was  with  us  a  few  meetings  since.  It  is 
always  a  pleasure  to  have  him  in  our  midst.  St. 
Paul  is  the  mecca  to  which  we  are  turning  our  eyes 
and  thoughts,  and  our  delegation  are  already 
enthused.  Mr.  T.  E.  Brooks  was  recently  appointed 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  N.  D.  and  main 
stem  second  division,  and  we  find  him  a  decided 
acquisition  to  our  official  staff.  Last  month  saw  a 
new  schedule  put  on  between  Chicago  and  Jack- 
sonville, known  as  92  and  93  over  the  L.  &  N. 
Brother  Billings  captured  this  plum,  and  a  conse- 
quent boost  along  the  line.  In  closing.  I  wish  to 
call  particular  attention  to  Brother  T.  J.  Hobbs. 
our  genial  conductor  on  1  and  4.  For  the  past  two 
years  his  smiling,  clean  shaven  face  has  beamed 
sunshine  and  good  fellowship  on  us  all.  But  in  a 
moment  of  forgetfulness  he  has  allowed  some  in- 
cautious friend  to  induce  him  to  grow  a  mustache. 
The  dire  results  to  be  apprehended  can  only- be 
known  by  the  lapse  of  time.        Swan  Valley. 

Nashville.  Tenn. 

tit 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  read  in  the  journal  after  each  Grand  Divis- 
ion meeting  of  Brother  So  and  So.  who  covered 
himself  with  glory  in  his  advocacy  of  a  pension  for 
aged  and  disabled  conductors,  and  Brother  What's 
His  Name,  who  was  equally  eloquent  in  his 
silver-tongued  discourse  upon  the  subject  of  a 
farm.  Why  don't  some  Brother  take  the  oppor- 
tunity, which  is  now  and  always  has  been  open,  by 
advocating  for  our  members  the  maintaininglof 
equipment,  buildings,  etc.,  that  constantly  threat- 
en to  place  us  beyond  the  pale  of  either  pension  or 
farm  ?  These  are  matters  of  the  most  vital  im- 
portance. Not  one  thing  which  I  shall  mention  in 
the  following  lines  but  that  nearly  every  member 
of  our  Order,  who  is  in  active  service,  is  up  against 
every  trip  that  he  makes.  There  isn't  any  use  of 
saying:  "Oh.  we  can't  reach  thatl"  or.  "That's  out 
of  the  line  of  the  Order!"  It  is  nothing  of  the 
kind!  If  Fraternity  means  anything,  then  must 
the  Grand  Division  take  cognizance  of  these  things. 
Look  at  the  claim  sheet  in  our  last  journal.  It  is  a 
good  average.  There  are  twenty-three  claims  set- 
tled. Seven  were  from  natural  and  sixteen  from 
accidental  causes.  There  is  a  way  to  save  the 
lives  and  limbs  of  many  of  these,  our  Brothers. 
No  individual  member  can  do  it.  but  by  the  offorts 
of  the  Order,  properly  directed,  these  deaths  and 
disabilities  can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Now.  on  many  trunk  line  roads,  at  the  present 
time,  they  have  the  pilot  bar  on  their  engines. 
What  do  you  think  of  that?  The  men  whoijwork 
with  them  "kick"  a  little  among  themselves,  and 
that  is  the  extent  of  it.  If  some  one  registers  a 


more  vigorous  "kick"  than  usual,  some  co-em* 
ploye  will  say.  "Well,  you  don't  have  to  work  with 
them."  You  know  what  the  Inter  State  Com.  Com. 
says:  Just  refuse  to  use  those  unlawful  appliances. 
Of  course  that's  great  comfort.   Just  refuse— to 
use  the  pilot  bar-and  then  go  and  get  your  time 
check  and  look  for  a  chance  to  get  out  of  town. 
Behold,  how  beautiful  is  the  advice  of  some  of  our 
friends!  Then  we  have  the  coalshed.  the  switch 
stand,  the  tank  spout,  the  elevator  and  elevator 
spout,  the  stock  yards  chute  and  gates,  the  mail 
catcher  and  station  platform.  Not  a  day  passes 
that  some  one  is  not  injured  or  killed  by  one  or  all 
of  these  death  traps.  It  is  no  argument  to  say  that 
the  men  know  they  are  there.  It  happens  once  in 
a  while  that  a  man  is  employed  who  is  not  familiar 
with  the  road.  He  cannot  know  the  location  of 
this  trap  which,  like  the  revengeful  Nemesis, 
silently  awaits  him.    Besides,  we  all  know  that 
these  things  come  to  the  man  of  many  years'  ex- 
perience on  a  division  as  well  as  to  the  one  who  is 
learning  the  road.  There  are  many  times  in  the 
experience  of  a  train  man  when,  in  order  to  look 
for  elevator  spouts,  stock  yards  chutes,  switch 
stands  and  signals  while  switching  a  big  batch,  he 
ought  to  have  at  least  four  or  five  centers  of  gray 
matter  in  his  occiput,  and  as  many  more  centers  of 
vision.  Now  this  is  all  unnecessary.  Railroads 
and  everything  pertaining  thereto,  are  built  with- 
out a  thought  of  the  safety  of  life  and  limb  of  their 
employes.   No  such  sickly  sentimentality  ever  en- 
ters their  humane  minds.   Then  we  have  the  via- 
duct and  its  pal.  which  is  even  more  fatal,  because 
we  are  looking  for  viaducts  when  riding  out 
through  cities— the  overhead  crossing.   Then  we 
have  the  yard,  where  the  local  crew  switches  day 
after  day,  without  a  shovelful  of  surfacing.  And 
we  go  stumbling  over  the  ties,  and  catch  hold  of 
ladders,  that  we  have  to  jump  up  to  reach,  and 
when  we  get  in  we  only  complain  of  being  tired 
and  not  of  the  corporation,  who  has  caused  us  to 
stand  before  death's  door  time  without  number. 
And  many  times  we  found  it  ajar,  and  only  won- 
dered why  we  did  not  enter.  Of  course  we  have 
the  automatic(?)  coupler,  but  how  many  of  them 
do  we  find  in  working  order?  With  the  exception 
of  the  Trojan,  which  has  a  tumbler  on  the  side  in- 
stead of  the  chain  over  the  edge  of  the  dead- 
wood,   they   are   always   B.    O.    The  chain 
is  either  too  long  or  too  short,  or  else  broken  en- 
tirely off.  What  is  the  remedy?  [Call  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 
—Ed.]   I  hear  some  one  say.  I  will  give  a  Yankee's 
answer:  What  are  we  organized  for?  We  have  an 
O.  R.  C.  a  B.  R.  T..  a  B.  L.  E.  and  B.  L.  F.,  all  of 
whom  are  vitally  interested  in  every  one  of  these 
things.    Are  they  powerless?    Are  we  to  pay 
thousands  of  dollars  annually  to  maintain  our  re- 
spective organizations  and  see  our  Brothers  and 
co-employes  losing  their  lives  to  save  a  few  dollars 
expense  to  the  company?  Of  course  I  appreciate 
the  value  of  our  Order.  I  also  realize  what  it  has 
done  for  us.  but  it  must  not  rest  upon  its  laurels. 
What  has  been  accomplished  only  shows  its  capa- 
bilities. I  have  not  mentioned  a  subject  in  the 
foregoing  that  is  not  of  far  more  importance  to 
trainmen  than  increase  of  wages.  Of  course,  we 
all  like  that,  too.  but  "what's  the  world  to  a  man 
when  his  wife's  a  'widdy' "?  These  things  must  be 
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agitated.  They  mast  also  be  remedied.  There 
is  no  half  way  course.  If  nothing  is  done,  then 
must  we  cease  to  call  each  other  Brother. 

It  is  useless  for  the  companies  to  say  that  they 
cannot  afford  it.  They  must  afford  itl  Can  men 
afford  to  lose  their  lives  or  limbs  in  order  to  save  a 
railroad  company  a  few  paltry  dollars?  Is  human 
life  to  be  weighed  in  same  scales  with  filthy  lucre? 
It  should  be  enacted  upon  our  national  statutes, 
that  unless  a  road  can  do  these  things— unless  they 
can  protect  their  employes  to  the  utmost  possi- 
bility, regardless  of  expense  of  life  and  limb,  they 
should  be  compelled  to  suspend  operation  after 
having  had  ample  time  to  adjust  their  road  to  the 
requirements.  There  is  nothing  radical  in  this, 
whatsoever.  It  is  simple  justice  and  humanity 
arrayed  upon  the  one  side,  as  against  greed  and 
avarice  upon  the  other. 

We  have  another  fungus  growth  which  is  creep- 
ing over  us  and  that  is  the  involuntary-compulsory 
relief  department.  It  has  already  gone  too  far.  It 
is  called  a  "benefit"  and  yet  the  assessments  and 
contingent  expenses  are  equal  to  any  standard 
commercial  insurance  in  the  land.  We  simply  pay 
for  what  we  get  and  the  court  says.  "No  matter 
how  carelessly  you  may  have  been  crippled. 
Take  your  "relief"  and  you  are  barred  from  a 
damage  suit.  Refuse  the  "relief"  and  institute 
proceedings  and  you  forfeit  the  "relief."  Of 
course  our  courts  are  all  courts  of  justice— poor 
old  blind  justicel  What  a  distortion  of  her  attri- 
butes! Don't  let  anybody  give  you  an  opiate,  my 
Brother:  our  future  depends  upon  attention  to  our 
requirements.  Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  we 
must  pay.  It  don't  cost  money;  only  persistent, 
bulldog  tenacity:  that's  all.  If  you  haven't  it.  go 
somewhere  and  get  exposed,  so  that  yon  will 
catch  it. 

Excuse  me.  but  I  find  I'll  have  to  head  in  on  this 
branch  and  do  a  little  work,  viz.:  the  mail  crane. 
I  believe  that  if  this  was  taken  up  with  the  P.  O. 
Department,  that  at  least,  mail  sacks  would  not  be 
hung  out  for  three  and  four  hours  at  a  time  before 
the  train  which  caught  them  arrived,  as  I  have 
seen  tbem.  Besides  nearly  every  division  has  one 
or  more  victims  of  this  more  recent  menace.  Men 
have  their  eyes  knocked  out.  arms  broken,  besides 
being  maimed  in  many  other  ways.  Men  have 
been  known  to  be  caught  by  the  handkerchief 
around  their  necks  and  have  their  necks  broken  in 
consequence.  This  is  a  greater  menace  because 
of  the  fact  that  engineers  and  firemen  are  usually 
looking  for  signals  when  passing  through  towns, 
and  the  head  brakeman  often  gets  part  way  down 
the  side  of  his  train  because  of  the  smoke  rolling 
over  the  top  which  prevents  his  seeing  the  antici- 
pated "high  sign."  Thus  we  find  the  railway  ser- 
vice getting  more  intricate  as  time  passes.  In- 
stead of  reducing  these  things  so  that  the  trainman 
may  be  more  free  to  operate  his  train  safely,  they 
become  more  complex  continually. 

Fairbury.  Neb.  Swart. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  subject  on  which  I  wish  to  talk  and  hear  ex- 
pressions from  the  Brothers  generally,  is  that  of 
the  reserve  fund  we  are  creating  by  an  assessment 
in  September  of  each  year.  Brothers,  it  seems  to 
me  like  the  worst  kind  of  financial  wastefulness  to 


have  the  large  sum  of  money  that  is  already  ac- 
cumulating lying  in  idleness,  and  as  is  said  of  the 
horse  left  standing  in  the  stable,  eating  its  own 
head  off.  And  now  that  Grand  Division  time  is 
approaching  I  think  the  matter  should  be  taken  up 
and  well  aired  in  the  subordinate  Divisions,  and 
their  delegates  instructed  with  a  view  to  finding  a 
solution  to  the  problem. 

My  idea  is  that  the  money  should  be  invested  in 
some  manner  to  be  decided  by  the  Grand  Division 
and  entrusted  to  the  care  of  a  committee  appointed 
or  elected  for  that  purpose,  and  thus,  instead  of 
lying  there  out  of  circulation,  it  could  be  made  to 
bring  in  a  revenue  and  be  of  benefit  to  the  world 
generally.  For  instance.  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
cannot  build  a  fine  building  for  our  headquarters, 
and  thus  not  only  save  the  expense  we  now  have, 
but  realize  a  return  for  the  rental  of  what  portion 
we  do  not  need  for  our  own  use:  and  then  as  more 
money  accumulates  we  could  erect  other  buildings 
in  good  cities  throughout  the  country,  so  that  we 
would  soon  find  our  assessments  begin  to  decrease 
instead  of  being  on  the  increase,  as  they  are  now. 
And  it  would  only  be  a  short  time  until  we  would 
be  of  such  sound  financial  standing  that  we  could 
not  help  but  command  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  all.  and  our  prestage  would  be  much  greater. 
We  would  not  by  any  means  lose  any  of  the  effects 
or  benefits  for  which  this  fund  was  created,  for 
good  real  estate  is  always  first-class  security,  and 
we  might  better  pay  interest  on  any  money  we 
might  need  than  to  have  it  lying  there  with  no 
chance  of  increasing  only  as  we  go  down  in  our 
pockets  and  add  our  hard  earned  money  to  it. 

Brothers,  this  is  no  experiment  or  wild  cat 
scheme  by  any  means,  but  a  system  that  has  been 
carried  out  and  thoroughly  demonstrated  by  fra- 
ternal orders  and  insurance  companies  all  over 
the  world.  And  most  especially  have  the  Masons 
proven  its  efficacy,  and  we  need  only  examine  the 
statistics  to  see  with  what  success  they  have  been 
rewarded. 

And  now.  Brothers,  I  would  like  very  much  to 
hear  from  any  and  all  of  you  on  this  matter.  I  am 
unfortunate  in  being  on  a  run  that  makes  it  impos- 
sible for  me  to  attend  Division  meetings,  but  I 
never  let  an  opportunity  go  by  to  talk  the  matter 
over  with  the  Brothers  I  come  in  contact  with, 
and  think  if  all  of  you  will  do  the  same,  our  next 
Grand  Division  will  see  the  proposition  settled  to 
our  entire  satisfaction.  L.  W.  Jones. 

El  Paso.  Tex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  meetings  of  Division  314  have  been  fairly 
well  attended  and  the  Brothers  all  seem  to  have 
taken  a  deeper  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Divi- 
sion, as  we  nave  already  added  three  new  members 
to  our  number  by  initiation  and  one  already  bal- 
loted for  and  three  propositions  at  our  last  meet- 
ing, which  is  certainly  encouraging.  Now.  Broth- 
ers, let  us  all  work  in  harmony  together  and  show 
by  example  and  precept  that  we  are  Brothers,  not 
by  name  only,  but  Brothers  at  heart.  We  gave  an 
entertainment  in  honor  of  No.  9.  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C. 
and  visiting  Brothers  from  Divisions  114  and  177. 
We  all  spent  a  delightful  evening  and  were  highly 
entertained  by  Mr.  Shaw,  the  manipulator  of  the 
interlocking  switches  at  Glenfield,  who  is  on- 
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doubtedly  one  of  the  finest  elocutionists  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  The  committee  are  certainly  to 
be  congratulated  in  securing  Mr.  Shaw  for  this 
occasion.  After  this  progressive  euchre  was  in 
order,  followed  by  a  magnificent  lunch  consisting 
of  sandwiches,  hot  coffee,  frnit.  cake  and  ice 
cream,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  present. 
Allegheny.  Pa.  Majoh. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Although  we  are  in  no  mood  to  write,  owing  to  a 
very  nervous  condition  brought  on  by  recent  sick- 
ness, we  feel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  Division  44  and 
its  members  to  do  what  little  we  can.  as  they  have 
been  so  kind  to  the  writer  in  many  ways,  and  hope 
and  trust  they  will  overlook  the  poor  excuse  we 
have  to  offer.  Yes.  we  have  been  pretty  nearly 
laid  on  the  shelf,  right,  but  hope  to  improve 
with  age. 

Our  old  friend.  Brother  Sam  Stewart,  had  a  nice 
letter  in  the  January  Conductor,  which  proved 
him  to  be  a  hot  member  from  the  old  school. 
Brother  S.  has  embarked  in  the  rug  industry  and 
we  hope  he  will  prosper.  Brother  Andy  Ingling 
was  home  from  Rawlins  for  a  few  days  visit  the 
first  of  February  and  is  looking  fine  after  so  long  a 
diet  of  Wyoming  wind  and  sage  brush.  Brother 
W.  W.  Hinkley  was  laid  up  quite  a  spell  during 
January,  owing  to  a  painful  accident  caused  by 
stepping  off  a  depot  platform,  but  is  again  inspect- 
ing coupon  tickets  of  long  persuasion.  Brother 
Lee  Howell  had  bis  run.  Brother  Jim  Cahill  was 
off  on  a  lawsuit  for  some  time,  while  Brother  Harry 
Home  conducted  his  run  on  the  great  "Overland" 
route. 

Colorado  has  been  infested  with  much  sickness 
the  past  winter  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  state, 
and  smallpox  and  other  contagious  diseases  were 
prevalent  in  many  places,  but  the  scare  seems  to 
be  near  its  end.  Brother  Sam  Ewing's  wife  has 
been  a  sufferer  from  rheumatism  for  a  year  or 
more,  but  glad  to  say  she  is  able  to  be  about  once 
more.  The  wife  of  Brother  Wm.  McCune  has  been 
in  a  very  critical  condition,  having  to  undergo  a 
surgical  operation,  but  is  very  much  improved. 
We  learn  from  a  step-son  of  Brother  Geo.  Schignar 
of  this  Division,  that  he  is  doing  well  with  the 
Rock  Island  folks  at  Goodland.  Kas  .  and  is  rapidly 
gaining  flesh  on  three  "squares"  a  day  of  prairie 
chicken,  corn  bread  and  mince  pie.  Our  old  col- 
lege chum.  "Pinkey"  Muir.  together  with  two 
other  burros,  recently  came  in  from  Pueblo  and 
related  one  of  the  swiftest  rides  of  the  season. 
The  two  other  donkeys  we  speak  of  belonged  to  a 
theatrical  company  and  they  and  "Pinkey"  were 
put  in  a  car  together  at  the  rear  of  train,  and  when 
"Billy"  King  dropped  'em  from  Palmer  Lake  to 
Denver,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles,  in  that  many 
minutes,  including  stops,  and  around  some  of 
those  sharp  corners  the  burros  changed  ends  quite 
often  and  it  was  "heads  and  tails"  all  the  way  in. 
until  the  situation  became  so  alarming  that 
"Pinkey"  had  the  disposition  of  remains,  funeral 
expanses  and  his  will  summed  up  when  the  train 
stopped  at  Union  depot.  "Pinkey"  is  one  of  the 
old  land  marks  of  early  days  and  is  brakeman, 
switchman,  conductor,  or  whatever  the  case  may 
demand:  knows  everybody  and  everybody  knows 
him:  as  happy  with  $2  in  his  pocket  as  most  people 


are  with  COO:  and  has  friends  everywhere.  He 
promised  to  keep  ns  posted  as  to  what  the  boys 
were  doing  on  the  R.  6.  in  the  future,  so  that  we 
might  give  them  a  little  touch-up  occasionally: 
hence  this  free  writeup.  Brother  Charley  Gardner, 
our  S.  and  T.,  is  doing  very  nicely  and  is  much  im- 
proved under  electrical  treatment.  Glad  to  see  it, 
Charley.  Brother  Lou  King,  of  the  B.  &  M.  pas- 
senger run  to  Lyons,  has  returned  from  a  health 
recruiting  trip  through  Texas,  looking  very  much 
improved.  Brother  George  Hackett  conducted 
the  "Buckwheat"  and  ladies  in  his  absence. 

Our  Division  is  gradually  building  up  a  good 
membership,  our  financial  part  safe  and  we  have 
"dough"  in  the  cupboard,  so  what  more  can  we 
ask?  A  typographical  error  in  my  last  letter  made 
Brother  Billy  Mastin's  name  appear  "Martin,"  giv- 
ing the  credit  of  the  write-up  to  another  doctor  in 
the  same  building.  The  letter  in  the  January 
Conductor  written  by  Trout-Eater,  in  which  he 
invites  the  attention  of  the  Order  to  that  sunny, 
southern  clime  as  a  suitable  location  for  that  class 
of  us  old  "bad  orders"  that  can't  "cut  the  chase" 
any  more,  although  there  are  many  that  could  still 
"cut  'er"  were  they  not  "side- hobbled"  by  the  "red 
tape"  of  so  many  of  our  railroads,  and  it  would  be 
a  long  time  before  some  of  them  would  need  the 
shelter  or  protection  of  the  home,  farm,  or  factory 
contemplated,  and  perhaps  never:  yet.  there  are 
many,  as  we  all  know,  who  are  utterly  incapable  of 
earning  a  livelihood  for  themselves  or  families  at 
scarcely  anything  we  know  of  in  these  days  of 
competition,  and  you.  I.  or  any  of  us,  can  cite  many 
cases  where  some  of  our  members  have  reached 
the  highest  round  of  the  ladder  usually  obtained 
by  conductors— a  passenger  train:  should  they  fall, 
could  not  live  to  exceed  ninety  days  without  work 
and  be  square  with  the  world.  Yet.  many  will  say: 
"What  has  he  done  with  his  money?"  While,  per- 
haps, the  poor  fellow  has  lived  as  •economically  as 
he  knew  how;  yet.  bad  investments  or  other  mis- 
fortune has  brought  about  this  condition,  and  with 
no  rich  relation  or  other  means  to  look  for  aid.  is 
left  in  a  more  critical  condition  than  a  child,  for 
there  is  most  invariably  some  one  who  will  care 
for  a  destitute  child,  but  not  an  old  person,  so  it 
looks  very  much  as  though  some  provision  Will 
very  soon  have  to  be  made  to  overcome  this  state 
of  affairs  in  which  many  of  our  members  are  in 
danger  of  falling:  yet  the  best  plan  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  old  and  disqualified  remains  to  be 
decided  by  wiser  old  heads  than  this  one..  But 
should  a  home  or  farm  be  decided  on,  a  land  like 
Trout-Eater  describes,  would  be  the  ideal  spot  of 
our  fancy  to  locate  the  old  gentleman  and  his  fam- 
ily. Those  that  could  not  promote  the  growth  of  a 
hill  of  spuds  or  string  beans,  might  be  expert 
fishermen  or  set  their  trap  for  a  mess  of  oysters  oc- 
casionally, which  they  could  readily  "swap"  to  the 
Brother  who  was  horticultural^  inclined,  to  say 
nothing  of  having  something  to  ward  off  the 
"blues"  that  would  undoubtedly  prevail  if  they  had 
to  idle  the  time  away.  Although  we  glory  in  the 
spunk  of  Brother  Osborn  in  his  untiring  battle  for 
the  welfare  of  the  ancient  conductor,  we  hardly 
think  the  shoe  and  clothing  factory  could  be  made 
to  sustain  itself  any  great  length  of  time,  for  the 
simple  reason  railroad  men.  like  many  others,  are 
too  indifferent  about  supporting  such  a  thing. 
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Yet,  Brother  Osborn,  if  yon  think  yon  have 
a  Kood  thins,  why.  push  it  along:.  We  hope  to  see 
the  home  question  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
at  St.  Paul.  The  age  and  physical  examination 
problems  we  would  like  to  see  adjusted  with  all  of 
our  railroads,  that  our  dear  old  cotton-haired 
Brothers  may  have  a  few  years  more  to  accumu- 
late wealth  on  the  rail,  educate  their  children  and 
then  die  with  money  in  the  bank,  but  we  fear  some 
of  our  hopes  will  meet  with  disappointment. 

What  has  become  of  the  correspondent  of  Divis- 
ion 23.  L».  A— Sister  Kissick.  where  art  thou?  Would 
like  to  hear  from  you  good  people.  Brothers  Prank 
Conboy  and  Natt  Walker  were  in  from  their  lone 
insurance  tours  getting  acquainted  with  their 
wives  and  little  "con's"  and  Walks'  the  latter  part 
of  the  short  month.  We  notice  our  neighbor 
Divisions  at  Colorado  City  have  some  lively 
writers  who  are  onto  their  situation.  Come  again. 
Brother  Hamilton,  and  "Little-Ute-afraid-of-the- 
'buckskin'-police."  Our  friend.  "Mttskrat."  has 
left  the  humble  field  of  a  prose  writer  and  directed 
his  talents  to  poetry  and  seven  good  verses  relative 
to  the  Hot  Time  we  are  going  to  have  at  Saint-a- 
Poula.  appear  under  his  ratship  in  the  February 
Conductor.  Hot  Tamalbs. 

Denver.  Colo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  promised  to  have  some  news  this  time  from 
Division  242.  and  before  I  get  through  you  will 
think  we  are  all  news.  Well.  Sam  Berry  is  Chief 
and  he  is  quite  capable  of  handling  the  mallet,  and 
as  I  said  before.  Harry  Washburn  is  bringing  us 
all  to  time  as  S.  and  T.  We  are  having  some  fun 
with  Jim  Nidd  and  Dan  Cameron.  The  smallpox 
is  traveling  on  some  of  our  trains  and  of  course 
Jim  and  Dan  had  to  get  run  in  for  a  couple  of 
weeks.  They  ar,e  marks  now  for  the  roasters  and 
if  any  man  deserves  to  be  roasted  it  is  Jim.  He 
would  not  do  a  thing  to  the  rest  of  us.  Our  old 
standby  Harry  Dreany  has  decided  to  work  for 
Harry  Dreany  only  from  this  out.  and  is  putting  up 
one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  Canadian  Soo. 
Our  committee  has  been  down  to  Montreal  to  in- 
terview our  general  superintendent  renewing  our 
schedule,  and  while  they  did  not  get  all  we  wanted, 
still  they  succeeded  in  getting  an  increase  for  the 
conductors  of  fourteen  cents  per  100  miles,  and  a 
half  a  loaf  is  not  so  bad  when  you  are  hungry. 
Besides  improving  some  of  our  conditions,  and 
what  is  still  better  the  boys  and  the  officials  under- 
stand each  other.  The  men  will  do  their  utmost  to 
give  the  company  the  best  possible  results,  and  the 
officials  recognize  this.  Of  course  we  will  get 
what  we  are  looking  for  next  time.  (Remember, 
you  committeemen,  the  little  story  about  the  man, 
the  little  boy  and  the  jackass.) 

We  had  a  visit  from  our  Assistant  Grand  Chief, 
Charlie  Wilkins.  We  were  all  glad  to  see  him  and 
shake  and  hear  Charlie  talk.  He  gave  us  a  lot  of 
valuable  information  about  the  outside  Divisions 
and  Brothers  and  some  very  good  advice.  Babe 
Edly  has  been  holding  down  both  Dan  and  Harry's 
runs.  Well.  Harry.  I  guess  you  are  glad  to  get 
back  to  work  again.  You  did  just  as  much  as  any 
of  us  would  have  done,  and  I  guess  perhaps  more. 
We  expect  the  colonist  rush  to  the  northwest  to 
begin  soon,  so  we  will  all  be  passenger  conductors. 


Oh,  Tom  Reynolds  got  his  feet  cold  curling,  and 
his  feet  are  in  bed  as  a  result.  Our  retiring  S.  and 
T..  Brother  Aubrey,  has  gone  into  the  horse  busi- 
ness. He  is  traveling  quite  a  pace  himself,  getting 
in  time  for  the  horse.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
see  some  eight  new  members  soon:  hurry  up.  my 
boys!  you  can  all  bring  one  in.  We  have  a  sporting 
conductor  who  has  a  little  railroad  of  his  own.  L. 
O'Connor.  He  runs  about  twelve  miles  a  day  out 
of  Sudbury,  drives  a  two-minute  horse:  has  a 
picnic  fanning  the  sulphur  smoke.  Old  man 
Gould  and  Daly  are  on  the  Soo  Branch  just  in  the 
same  old  way.  Be  good.  W.  Hewitt. 

North  Bay.  Ont. 

a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

We  are  still  doing  business  in  Division  55.  and 
the  very  fact  that  business  is  good  on  all  our  rail- 
roads seems  to  have  inspired  all.  or  most  all  of  our 
members  to  make  an  effort  to  come  to  our  meet- 
ings, and  every  one  of  them  seem  to  want  to  air 
themselves  on  every  question  that  is  brought  up. 
It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  me  to  sit  and  listen 
to  the  discussion  of  the  insurance,  the  home,  age 
limit,  and  many  other  questions,  all  of  which  are  of 
great  importance  to  the  Order,  and  gives  the  dele- 
gate an  opportunity  to  become  fully  conversant 
with  the  ideas  and  desires  of  the  members. 

I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  our  insurance  laws 
should  not  in  anyway  be  interfered  with,  for  I  fear 
that  just  as  soon  as  we  begin  to  break  down  the 
barriers  we  now  have  to  protect  it,  we  have  opened 
the  dour  that  will  lead  to  its  destruction.  This  we 
cannot  afford  to  do  at  this  or  any  time,  for  I  believe 
the  mutual  benefit  part  of  our  organization  is  the 
bulwark  of  the  old  ship  and  must  be  kept  in  deep 
water,  and  not  allowed  to  drift  against  the  rocks  to 
its  destruction.  I  often  wish  we  could  see  our  way 
clear  to  allow  many  of  the  claims  of  our  good 
Brothers,  who  are  suffering  and  incapacitated 
from  performing  their  duties  as  conductor:  but. 
Brothers,  the  Mutual  Benefit  Department  is  sim- 
ply a  business  proposition,  and  we  cannot  open  the 
door  to  any  claims  that  do  not  come  under  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law. 

Will  our  good  Brothers  stand  for  one  or  two  more 
"double-headers"  in  our  assessments?  I  think  not. 
and  the  very  ones  who  cry  out  the  loudest  about 
injustice  in  our  Divisions  and  on  the  floor  of  our 
Grand  Division,  will  be  the  first  to  set  up  a  howl  if 
they  are  assessed  any  heavier  to  meet  the  require- 
ments necessary  to  pay  for  such  claims,  and  many 
of  them  are  not  members  of  the  Mutual  Benefit 
Department. 

I  hope  to  see  the  day  when  we  can  let  go  our 
jealousies  long  enough  to  see  where  we  could  have 
an  accident  insurance  by  taking  in  the  five  organi- 
zations, that  by  a  proper,  common  sense  manage- 
ment would  give  us  far  better  accident  insurance 
than  we  get  today  from  any  of  the  old  line  com- 
panies, and  we  all  have  the  fullest  confidence  in 
the  ability  of  our  grand  officers  to  manage  such  a 
thing,  but  don't  be  afraid  of  some  one  making  a 
dollar  out  of  it  if  it  gives  you  two  dollars.  The 
"Home"  is  one  of  the  questions  that  will  have  to 
remain  in  the  back  ground  until  some  good  Broth- 
er can  bring  out  a  plan  that  will  meet  the  approval 
of  the  Grand  Division  and  not  cost  the  member- 
ship in  general  a  cent.  If  it  does,  then  you  will 
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■hear  a  howl  about  adding  on  additional  and  useless 
expense  to  an  already  overburdened  class  of  men- 
and  again  tbe  cry  will  go  up.  "He  is  fixing  up  a 
good  Job  for  himself  for  the  future."  These  are  the 
things  that  keep  back  many  a  good  honest  Brother 
from  giving  up  what  might  be  a  good,  logical, 
-common  sense  plan  whereby  we  might  have  a 
home  for  our  old.  decrepit  Brothers  worthy 
of  our  organization,  and  a  monument  to 
its  promoter,  and  I  do  hope  that  we  have 
gotten  far  enough  away  from  our  selfishness  and 
prejudices  to  be  able  and  glad  to  see  a  Brother 
prosper,  even  at  our  expense,  if  out  of  his  work 
some  great  good  may  accrue  to  the  general  good  of 
our  Brothers. 

I  am  sure  of  one  thing,  and  that  is  that  if  every 
member  will  try  to  do  his  whole  duty  for  his  Broth- 
er, leaving  self  in  the  back-ground,  we  will  all  very 
soon  feel  the  effects,  and  conditions  will  be  so 
much  better  that  we  will  not  have  a  good  worthy 
Brother  tramping  the  country  seeking  employ- 
ment in  vain.  Let  us.  if  one  comes  our  way.  try 
our  best  to  get  him  employment,  take  him  to  the 
T.  M.  or  Sup't  and  introduce  him,  and  speak  words 
of  praise  for  him.  Don't  be  afraid:  he  does  not 
want  our  job,  he  wants  one  for  himself. 

I  take  great  interest  in  the  letters  in  The  Con- 
ductor: there  are  many  opinions  expressed,  many 
of  them  good  and  worthy  of  a  great  deal  of 
thought.  Boys,  don't  forget  that,  after  all  is  said, 
the  O.  R.  C.  sifts  down  to  simply  a  business  prop- 
osition, and  everything  we  do  must  be  done  on 
good,  sound,  business  principles,  by  good  business 
men.  and  we  have  them  in  our  Order  who  are  tried 
and  trustworthy.  So,  don't  stand  on  the  street 
corner  and  kick,  but  come  to  your  Divisions  and 
tell  your  troubles  there,  and  you  will  soon  find  out 
that  it  is  not  your  Division,  the  Grand  Division,  or 
the  officers  who  are  to  blame  for  any  of  your 
troubles,  but  simply  yourself .  Mr.  Kicker,  come 
now  and  try  the  remedy:  come  to  your  Division. 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  W.  Welch. 


Bditor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  124  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
new  Divisions  organised  at  Salt  Lake  and  Evans- 
ton  reduced  our  ranks  somewhat,  still  we  have 
very  nearly  held  our  own  as  to  membership.  We 
still  continue  to  initiate  a  candidate  occasionally, 
also  have  received  several  by  transfer.  Our  at- 
tendance at  Division  meetings  has  been  very  fair 
of  late,  but  is  not  what  it  should  be.  I  see  in  the 
January  issue  of  Thb  Conductor  a  communica- 
tion from  Brother  Farre.ll.  in  which  he  makes  a 
suggestion,  and  then  adds.  "No  doubt  this  will 
create  a  howl."  Why  should  it?  By  all  means  we 
should  have  a  different  colored  card  for  Brothers 
not  in  active  service,  and  still  a  different  one  for 
freight  conductors,  and  yet  another  color  for  those 
engaged  in  yard  service  and  brakemen,  and  some 
special  color  for  passenger  conductors.  True, 
perhaps  three-fourths  of  the  Brothers  who  are  out 
of  employment  have  been  engaged  a  greater  num- 
ber of  years  in  actual  service  than  either  Brother 
Farrell  or  myself,  and  have  been  members  of  the 
Order  a  greater  number  of  years  than  either  of 
as.  still  that  is  no  fault  of  ours.  They  have  no 
business  to  meet  with  accident  and  get  dis- 
charged, and  if  they  do.  they  have  no  right  to  get 


old  (beyond  the  age  limit)  or  allow  their  eye-sight 
and  bearing  to  become  defective,  which  would 
make  them  ineligible  to  secure  employment  with 
any  other  railway  company.  I  think  I  am  safe  in 
saying  that  there  is  but  one  opinion  on  this  side  of 
the  river,  viz:  That  the  one  card  with  one  color, 
like  our  present  G.  C.  C.  has  proven  beyond  a 
doubt  satisfactory.  Referring  to  the  Wilkesbarre 
circular:  So  long  as  we  are  compelled  to  steer 
our  Grand  Officers  up  against  railway  officials 
who  receive. as  compensation  for  their  services 
from  three  to  ten  times  as  much  as  is  paid  our 
Grand  Officers  and  expect  them,  as  we  do.  to  be 
just  a  little  brighter  on  tbe  settlement  of  any 
questions  that  may  come  up  between  themselves 
and  railway  managers,  I  think  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  let  the  question  of  salaries  severely 
alone.  I  take  it  that  Brother  Good  Wages  hit  the 
mark  squarely  when  he  called  it  a  calamity  howl 
without  tbe  calamity. 

At  our  regular  meeting  for  the  election  of  offi- 
cers the  keeping  of  Division  124  was  placed  unani- 
mously in  the  hands  of  the  following  Brothers: 
E.  S.  Crocker.  C.  C:  H.  I.  Charter.  A.  C.  C:  O.  J. 
Smith.  S.  and  T.:  S.  H.  Tracy.  S.  C;  J.  B.  Milan. 
J.  C:  Ed  Boyd.  I.  S.:  J.  G.  Douglas.  O.  S.:  H.  I. 
Charter.  D.  L.  Boyle  and  A.  M.  White.  Division 
Com.:  James  Cassin.  Legislative  Com.;  H.  I.  Char- 
ter. Delegate;  A  M.  White.  Alternate:  H.  I.  Char- 
ter. Cipher  Correspondent.  Colors. 

Ogden.  Utah. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  in  December  of 
Division  17  the  following  Brothers  were  elected 
officers  for  1901:  A.  Johns.  C.  C:  J.  Hollinger,  A  C. 
C;  C.  Mitchell.  S.  and  T.:  A.  Ross.  S.  C:  R.  Boundy. 
J.  C;  J.  Rogers.  I.  S.;  J.  Stanton.  O.  S.;  C.  Mitchell, 
Alternate:  W.  J.  Grey.  Delegate. 

The  annual  ball  held  by  the  members  of  Divi- 
sions 17  and  345.  was  as  usual  a  brilliant  affair.  The 
success  and  result  are  very  nattering  to  the  com- 
mittee and  fully  repay  them  for  their  labors. 
Among  those  present  from  a  distance  were  Miss 
Clarke.  Montreal;  Brother  and  Mrs.  George  Pike, 
Port  Arthur:  Brother  and  Mrs.  McConachie.  Brock- 
ville;  Dr.  John  McMahon.  New  York;  Captain  and 
Mrs.  McDougall  of  the  S.  S.  "Athabaska,"  Owen 
Sound:  Superintendents  Williams  and  Bell  of  the 
G.  P.  R. 

On  January  6th  there  was  a  large  attendance  at 
Division  17.  including  members  from  Divisions  S44 
and  345  to  greet  our  Grand  Senior  Conductor,  to 
whom  we  are  at  all  times  pleased  to  do  honor. 
Brother  Wilkins  gave  us  a  stirring  address  con- 
fining his  remarks  principally  to  the  present  pros- 
perous condition  of  the  Order.  He  stated  that 
never  in  its  history  was  there  a  prospect  of  a 
brighter  future.  Our  Grand  Officer  was  in  excep- 
tionally good  form,  and  was  never  beard  to  better 
advantage.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  a  unani- 
mous vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Brother  Wil- 
kins. and  well  deserved  expressions  of  confidence 
in  all  our  Grand  Officers  were  eloquently  dwelt 
upon.  Loyalty  to  the  Brethren  is  ever  a  good  thing, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  same  spirit  of  loyalty 
will  be  shown  to  our  Grand  Officers  next  May  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  that  has  been 
so  nobly  illustrated  to  us  of  late,  and  great  will  be 
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the  victory  for  the  Order.  All  are  men  of  acknowl- 
edged worth,  who  can  be  looked  np  to  with  pride 
and  with  much  reverence. 

Much  of  both  public  and  private  interest  of  late 
have  had  to  bow  to  the  interest  of  war.  and.  judg- 
ing from  the  newspaper  reports,  the  great  war  be- 
tween England  and  South  Africa  is  at  length  draw- 
ing to  a  final  close:  and  there  are  signs  that  before 
the  year  is  much  farther  advanced,  peace  may  be 
proclaimed.  So  say  we  all  of  us.  There  are  many 
sad  hearts  around  us.  mourning  the  memories  of 
departed  ones,  and  others  who  are  and  will  rejoice 
over  the  return  of  their  loved  ones,  and  none  more 
so  than  Brother  C.  Mitchell  and  his  estimable  wife, 
who  are  looking  forward  to  the  return  of  their  son. 
Dr.  John  Mitchell,  who  left  here  for  London.  Eng.. 
to  take  a  course  in  some  of  the  leading  hospitals. 
Dr.  Mitchell,  after  having  been  in  England  about 
two  months,  accepted  an  appointment  offered  him 
by  the  British  Government  to  go  to  South  Africa, 
and  was  on  the  Hospital  Trains  Staff  continually 
for  five  months,  after  which  he  was  transferred  to 
the  hospital  staff  in  Cape  Town,  where  he  received 
favorable  comments  for  his  skill  and  courage,  and 
was  one  of  the  favorite  doctors  with  the  wounded. 
"They  all  loved  Jack." 

Saturday,  February  2d.  will  pass  into  the  history 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  as  a  day  unique  and 
alone  in  all  annals  of  our  national  life,  for  it  saw  an 
expression  of  spontaneous  and  heartfelt  sorrow  at 
a  great  loss  that  could  not  be  surpassed  in  the  ex- 
perience of  our  people.  Throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land,  the  citizens  of  all  creeds 
and  denominations  joined  in  solemn  service  for 
the  illustrious  dead,  that  served  as  the  most  touch- 
ing of  all  tributes  to  the  worth  and  goodness  of  our 
late  Most  Gracious  Queen.  To  say  her  late 
Majesty's  death  has  wrought  intense  and  lasting 
sorrow  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  all  her  subjects, 
is  but  an  inadequate  way  of  expressing  the  deepest 
grief  that  exists  throughout  the  Empire.  She  was 
a  Queen  indeed— a  great  and  noble  Queen  in  every 
sense  of  the  term,  not  only  in  name,  but  in  word 
and  deed.  Every  act  of  her  long  and  glorious 
reign,  has  been  characterized  by  that  true  nobility 
which  seeks  first  the  welfare  of  her  subjects  and 
the  progress  and  prosperity  of  her  people.  Be- 
cause of  this  and  other  noble  traits.  Victoria  had 
endeared  herself  in  the  hearts  of  all  her  subjects, 
peer  and  peasant  alike,  and  has  made  the  word 
"Queen"  a  synonym  of  goodness,  truth  and 
nobility. 

Brother  Wm.  Hassard  has  for  a  long  time  con- 
templated making  a  change  from  railroad  life,  and 
finally  has  done  so  by  going  into  the  hotel  business. 
A  better  member  was  never  initiated  in  the  Order; 
ever  ready  and  willing  to  help  a  deserving  Brother 
and  to  assist  in  every  possible  way  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  Order.  We  are  indeed  sorry  to  lose 
him  from  among  us:  so  much  so.  that  we  would 
like  on  this  occasion  to  dispense  with  Section  30 
of  the  Statutes.  Several  of  our  Brothers  have 
been  laid  up  for  some  time  from  one  cause  or 
another.  Lagrippe  has  prevailed  here  quite 
seriously;  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  all  are  now  im- 
proving and  in  a  fair  way  of  recovering. 

Toronto,  Ont.  W.  J.  Gray. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 
As  I  have  mentioned  a  few  of  the  Brothers  that 


are  rather  windy  at  times.  I  will  now  speak  a  word 
of  myself.  In  my  business  I  am  expected  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  the  wind  work,  being  one  capacitat- 
ed as  an  insurance  agent  for  the  past  four  years. 
I  deem  it  my  duty  to  attend  to  everybody's  busi- 
ness as  well  as  my  own.  It  is  immaterial  to  me 
what  they  call  me  so  long  as  I  am  called  to  write 
an  application  for  an  accident  policy.  Years  ago 
when  I  was  connected  with  the  Pan-Handle,  be- 
tween Columbus  and  Dennison,  I  was  named  talk- 
ing machine.  Some  time  after  losing  out  on  the 
P.  H ..  I  connected  myself  with  the  L.  &  N. .  between 
Mobile,  Ala.,  and  New  Orleans,  serving  that  com- 
pany five  years.  I  am  now  glad  to  know  that  I  am 
windy  enough  to  make  my  living  in  another  way. 
other  than  working  on  the  rail  for  railway  officials, 
and  I  only  hope  that  some  of  my  Brothers  in  the 
Order  would  only  think  the  same,  as  there  is  noth- 
ing like  having  a  position  where  the  call  boy  is  not 
needed. 

The  general  committee  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
system  met  in  Baltimore  the  6th  of  February,  and 
was  in  session  for  a  week.  The  work  done  was 
something  wonderful,  especially  for  the  Brothers 
out  of  work  at  Newark.  O.  Five  Brothers  out  of 
six  were  reinstated,  and  before  this  comes  to  print 
will  be  carrying  the  bills  on  their  respective  di- 
visions. Brother  S.  F.  Moore,  who  was  in  attend- 
ance at  Baltimore  with  the  general  committee, 
made  his  report  to  Division  166  on  his  return,  and 
a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  him  by  all  the 
Brothers  present.  Brother  Moore  is  a  wheel  horse, 
and  when  he  gets  started  and  says  it  is  so  and  so. 
it  must  be  so.  and  will  leave  no  stone  unturned  un- 
til he  is  satisfied  that  nothing  farther  can  be  done. 

Division  166  had  a  visiting  member  the  17th  of 
February  in  the  person  of  Brother  Butterworth. 
While  William  is  a  member  of  the  above  Division, 
it  has  been  so  long  since  he  was  at  a  meeting  he 
was  good  for  sore  eyes.  After  the  order  of  busi- 
ness was  gone  through  he  was  called  on  for  a  little 
speech.  He  responded  manfully,  and  the  excuses 
he  offered  were  accepted  by  all  present.  Bijl  is 
very  popular  with  the  traveling  public,  and  is  a 
hale  fellow  well  met.  and  is  always  glad  to  do  ev- 
erything in  his  power  to  assist  a  Brother,  especial- 
ly a  true  blue  one.  Brother  John  Ellis,  who  is 
handling  the  punch  between  Newark  and  Cincin- 
nati, is  another  Brother  that  is  very  popular  with 
the  traveling  public.  He  always  has  a  smile  on  his 
face  for  those  whom  he  comes  in  contact  with,  and 
it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  try  and  please  ev- 
ery one.  The  proprietor  of  the  D.  hotel  at  Colum- 
bus says  he  is  the  real  thing,  and  I  confess  I  think 
so  myself.  A.  F.  Henley. 

Newark.  O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Brother  Hubbard,  who  was  one  of  our  best  mem- 
bers, transferred  to  Division  259,  and  all  the  boys 
in  that  Division  will  readily  see  that  they  have  a 
good,  faithful  member.  Brother  Murray  has  re- 
cently transferred  to  254.  This  Brother  is  an  honor 
to  any  Division  to  which  he  may  belong,  and  we 
were  all  sorry  to  see  him  go.  There  is  some  good 
material  on  the  "3-1"  in  the  way  of  good  members, 
who  are  going  to  transfer  into  Division  118  in  a 
short  time.  They  would  have  transferred  long 
ago.  but  as  the  management  of  the  "3-1"  system 
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had  not  fully  decided  until  recently  how  many 
new  runs  would  be  pot  on  to  do  the  extensive 
business  that  the  new  extension  has  created.  It 
has  added  several  new  runs,  and  I  think  that 
nearly  all  the  O.  R.  C.  men  are  in  charge  of  trains. 
The  passenger  service  has  sained  one  more  con- 
ductor and  it  caught  Brother  Crabb.  A-  prouder 
conductor  never  wore  a  blue  suit  than  Brother  C, 
and  we  are  all  glad  to  see  him  get  to  the  front 
The  freight  division  has  been  changed  from 
Streator  to  Kankakee,  and  this  is  a  great  blow  to 
most  of  the  boys,  as  some  of  them  have  property 
in  this  city  and  many  acquaintances  to  leave  if 
they  move  to  Kankakee.  The  enginemen  and  all 
have  a  very  melancholy  appearance  around  Kan- 
kakee, but  they  are  all  in  hopes  that  the  Division 
point  will  return  to  Streator.  The  Santa  Pe  sys- 
tem alone  turn  over  to  the  "3-1"  over  100  cars  of 
meat  every  day.  to  say  nothing  about  dead  freight 
and  all  the  freight  heretofore  taken  from  the  Q 
is  picked  up  on  their  lines  connecting  with  the 
the  "3-1"  west  of  here. 

Brother  Lankford  received  injuries  about  three 
months  ago  from  which  he  has  not  fully  recovered, 
but  we  hope  to  see  him  about  soon,  as  "Hebe"  is  a 
No.  1  man  wherever  you  find  him.  The  line  we 
run  over  was  all  laid  out  and  surveyed  by  him,  and 
he  is  amongst  the  early  runners,  in  the  days  when 
Jenney  couplers  and  air  brakes  were  never  thought 
of.  Brothers  Anderson  and  Wilcox  are  laid  up 
with  the  grippe  and  are  off  on  a  furlough.  Brother 
Clendenen  is  still  laid  up  with  the  gunshot  wounds 
he  received  over  a  year  ago,  but  we  are  glad  to 
say  that  he  has  recovered  so  as  to  make  a  very 
satisfactory  settlement  with  the  accident  insur- 
ance company  that  he  had  taken  out  a  few  days 
previous  to  his  being  shot.  The  Railway  Officials, 
of  Indianapolis,  paid  $1,500.00  for  time  laid  up.  and 
also  gave  him  a  territory  to  work  their  insurance 
on,  so  as  to  bring  him  home  every  night.  He  is 
not  able  to  resume  his  former  passenger  run  yet. 
Brothers  Bledsoe.  Custer  and  Summers  are  em- 
ployed on  the  Santa  Fe  system  and  get  to  Streator 
occasionally  and  attend  our  meetings  Brother 
Rundell  is  working  on  the  C.  &  E.  I.,  and  Brother 
Christopher  is  working  out  of  Benton  Harbor, 
Mich. 

The  18th  of  February,  the  most  enjoyable  time 
ever  had.  was  witnessed  by  the  enormous  crowd 
that  attended  the  first  grand  ball  given  by  31 
Division  118  and  the  L.  A..  Pride  of  Streator  No. 
104.  We  all  danced  until  nearly  4  o'clock  a.  m. 
The  grand  march  was  led  by  M.  McNamera.  who 
holds  one  of  the  head  offices  in  the  building  occu- 
pied by  the  "3-1"  at  Kankakee,  and  Miss  Shepler, 
of  Chicago,  a  former  Streator  lady.  Both  of  the 
people  in  question  have  hosts  of  Streator  friends 
and  acquaintances,  and  a  better  selection  could 
not  be  made.  The  grand  march  was  composed  of 
120  couples,  and  every  one  said  they  never  enjoyed 
themselves  more.  The  hall  was  elaborately  deco- 
rated with  emblematic  colors  and  designs  and 
everything  wore  a  gaudy  appearance  as  the  great 
throng  swung  their  partners.  To  the  lookers-on 
from  the  balcony  of  the  great  hall  was  almost  as 
much  enjoyment  as  the  principal  actors,  for  their 
countenances  showed  it  plainly.  But  one  thing 
put  a  damper  on  the  dancing  for  a  short  time 
was  when  "Hutch"  said  supper  was  ready.  They 


all  made  a  rush  for  his  resort,  where  everything 
in  the  way  of  eatables  was  served,  and  many 
other  restaurants  in  town  reaped  the  benefits 
of  a  great  many  who  could  not  squeeze  in  at 

"Hutch's." 

The  most  important  feature  of  our  Division  is 
its  officers  elected  for  the  year  1901.  and  are:  Broth- 
ers Crabb.  C.  C:  Clendenen,  A.  C.  C:  Gates.  S. 
and  T.:  Kliphouse.  S.  C:  Anderson,  J.  C:  Pink. 
I.  S.:  Larimer.  O.  S.:  Kimball.  Crabb  and  Larimer. 
Division  Trustees:  Pink.  Larimer  and  Kingley, 
Local  Com.:  Larimer,  Delegate:  Kimball,  Alter- 
nate. I  wish  to  leave  a  little  space  for  someone 
else,  and  I  think  that  this  method  may  bring  some 
of  us  nearer  to  the  good  workings  of  our  Order. 

Streator,  111.  Nbw  Extknsion. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  Brother  from  Elkhart.  Ind..  has  a  good  let- 
ter in  the  January  Conductor,  and  I  fully  coin- 
cide with  his  views  advanced  in  dividing  the  ter- 
ritory of  our  membership  into  districts  and  the 
delegates  elected  by  the  several  Divisions  of  each 
district  select  a  delegate  to  the  Grand  Division. 
This  course  would  greatly  reduce  the  expense  of 
our  Grand  Division  meet,  and  expedite  business 
at  the  same  time.  Too  many  are  often  in  each 
other's  way,  especially  if  all  are  like  myself— want 
to  have  a  say.  I  look  upon  our  Grand  Division 
meetings  with  a  similar  business-like  importance 
to  that  of  our  National  Congress,  and  instead  of 
having  these  Methodist  itinerary  meetings,  and 
good  time  jollifications,  accepting  invitations 
from  beer  breweries,  boat  excursions,  etc.,  we 
should  go  for  business  only,  and  each  delegate  go 
prepared  to  push  some  good  measure  through, 
which  will  not  only  stand  as  a  monumental  honor 
to  his  efforts,  but  a  credit  to  those  who  sent  him. 
Brothers,  it's  from  this  source  we  must  look  to  for 
our  daily  bread.  Times  are  not  what  they  used  to 
be.  I  hear  the  old  veterans  say  how  they  used  to 
lick  their  superintendents,  get  drunk  and  go  home 
as  mad  as  a  "biled  owl."  and  were  sent  for  to  go 
out  the  next  day  on  their  regular  run.  I  don't 
think  any  road  would  put  up  with  such  conduct 
nowadays.  Why.  they  will  fire  you  now  for  fight- 
ing with  your  brakeman.  We  must  look  these 
matters  square  in  the  face  and  from  an  intelligent 
standpoint.  As  the  Brother  has  correctly  said  in 
drawing  the  comparison  of  Division  No.  1  with  375 
members,  and  No.  23  with  only  10— No.  1  only  costs 
each  of  its  members  26  and  2-3  cents,  while  it  costs 
each  member  of  23  $10.00.  Division  275  is  now  con- 
fronted with  this  financial  embarrassment:  in 
summing  up  our  cash  after  paying  special  assess- 
ments, and  an  extra  legislature  assessment  for  last 
year  in  fighting  the  double-header  bill  before  the 
railroad  commission,  it  is  thought  by  many  of  our 
members  that  we  will  not  be  able  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  sending  a  delegate  to  the  St.  Paul  meet. 
Our  membership  is  small,  and  several  have  been 
turned  out  in  the  cold  by  the  officials  of  the  com- 
pany, to  look  for  green  pastures,  and  it  is  not  right 
to  crowd  them  with  extra  assessments  when  they 
are  braking,  and  some  in  foreign  lands.  Let's  have 
a  free  expression  from  all  on  this  subject  and  a 
permanent  home.  If  we  do  not  see  proper  to  con- 
vert our  surplus  funds  to  building  permanent 
quarters,  with  our  twenty-three  thousand  mem- 
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bership.  a  small  assessment  levied  upon  each 
member  would  soon  start  the  stones  to  rolling:. 
Old  line  life  insurance  companies  find  it  profitable 
in  investing  in  large  rental  buildings.  In  a  great 
many  large  cities  can  be  found  large  office  build- 
ings, owned  by  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  com- 
pany, as  an  investment.  I  favor  this  in  preference 
to  all  the  suggested  plans  of  investment  for  our 
surplus  cash.  Office  buildings  in  St.  Louis  are  in 
demand,  and  rent  for  good  price.  The  money  ac- 
cruing from  the  lental  of  offices  would  help  de- 
fray the  expense  of  publishing  Thk  Conductor. 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Order  should  not 
own  a  large  printing  establishment. 

Brother  Editor,  you  have  misinterpreted  me 
when  you  say  I  object  to  working  with  the  other 
orders.  But  I  do  object  to  the  conductors  holding 
membership  in  any  of  the  other  labor  orders,  and 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  many  who  now  differ  with 
me,  will  some  day  see  the  error  of  their  way. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Brother  G.  B. 
James,  former  secretary  of  Division  290,  my  old 
home,  in  which  he  states  that  he  has  tendered  his 
resignation  to  the  Illinois  Central  company,  to 
take  effect  the  last  of  this  month.  He  will  engage 
in  the  lumber  business  with  his  brother  at  Baton 
Rouge.  La.  I  regret  somewhat  to  lose  Brother 
James  from  active  service,  yet  am  glad  to  know 
that  he  has  assurance  of  a  living  outside  of  the  rail- 
road service.  Brother  James  made  a  good  mem- 
ber while  in  active  service,  but  he  may  lose  sight 
of  our  Order  since  embarking  in  other  pursuits. 
Success  to  yon.  Brother,  in  your  new  field.  Please 
put  out  your  green  fiag.  for  we  may  be  a  little  late. 
In  the  same  letter  brings  the  sad  news  of  Engineer 
Wilson  dying  at  his  throttle,  supposed  to  be  asleep, 
passing  through  a  station  ahead  of  time,  while  an 
extra  was  running  with  great  speed  to  make  this 
station  for  regular  train.  The  fireman  died  with- 
out making  a  statement.  Conductor  Will  Poster 
had  taken  the  time  of  the  station  just  passed  for 
the  approaching  one.  So  ends  the  railroad  career 
on  this  great  system  of  a  model  young  man.  whose 
equal  for  good  morality  and  genial  disposition  it 
has  never  been  my  pleasure  to  meet  in  the  railroad 
service— another  warning  against  sleeping  on 
duty,  and  also  for  drinking  on  duty. 

Brother  T.  S.  Hamlin  writes  from  the  land  of 
flowers  and  orange  blossoms,  and  states  that  it 
does  not  cost  an  O.  R.  C.  member  and  his  whole 
family  a  cent  to  ride  over  the  Plant  system  of  rail- 
ways. Among  the  early  acts  of  General  Superin- 
tendent Denham  was  the  issue  of  instructions  to 
the  division  superintendents  to  furnish  O.  R.  C. 
members  with  transportation.  This  makes  me  feel 
proud  of  our  Order,  and  where  we  have  such  nice 
treatment  we  can  afford  to  work  for  less  money. 
It  is  understood  that  the  S.  A.  &  A.  P.  is  a  hard 
road  for  our  members  to  get  transportation  over. 
I  must  freely  confess  that  I  am  not  at  all  proud  of 
the  honor  of  being  employed  by  the  S  A.  &  A.  P. 
railroad  company,  yet  I  have  been  kindly  treated 
by  the  officials,  and  am  confident  I  can  get  trans- 
portation for  any  Brother  over  this  line.  The  rea- 
son for  such  strictness  is  this:  the  company  has 
train  auditors  who  get  on  at  unexpected  points  and 
check  up  the  conductor.  Brother  Dan  Chambers 
has  left  us  for  Big  Springs.  Texas,  after  just  trans- 
ferring to  275.  Your  humble  scribe  has  just  cast 
his  lot  with  the  high  heel  and  broad  brim  "som- 


breraro"  fellows  of  275.  Brother  Ellis,  our  secre- 
tary, is  a  worker.  He  received  his  schooling  from- 
a  good  road— the  I.  C.  He  has  requested  the  trans- 
fer of  Brother  W.  H.  Granett.  of  Division  149.  Jack- 
son. Tenn..  who  has  cast  his  lot  with  us.  After 
many  years  of  service  with  the  M.  &  O.  railroad 
out  of  Jackson.  Brother  L.  A.  Smith  has  left  the  ser- 
vice of  the  S.  A.  &  A.  P.:  also  Brother  Dan  Mc- 
carty (a  jolly  good  fellow),  and  he  is  now  studying 
the  Spanish  language  and  working  for  forty-seven 
cent  dollars.  Brother  John  Bush  is  running  out  of 
Houston  on  the  H.  E.  &  W.  T.  Prank  Spinks  has 
just  returned  from  his  old  stamping  ground  in 
Florida,  and  says  the  old  home  is  not  what  it  used 
to  be.  Emery  Brown,  our  worthy  S.  C.  from  the 
Quaker  state,  late  of  the  I.  C.  is  holding  down  the 
Corpus  Christ!  local  by  the  assistance  of  three 
conductors  (seniority  and  early  promotion).  He 
thought  it  a  funny  joke  to  say  that  he  hadn't  a 
brake  man  on  the  crew,  but  I  could  not  see  where 
the  fun  came  in.  Brother  J.  B.  Harris  of  El  Paso 
Division  came  through  last  week,  was  given  a  job. 
but  did  not  last  much  longer  than  the  snow  ball. 
Brother  Osborn  has  been  laid  up  for  some  time, 
caused  from  hand-hold  pulling  off  side  of  car.  He 
is  in  bad  condition.  He  sued  this  company  for 
$40,000  damages.  Brother  J.  W.  Jones  has  not  been 
able  to  work  for  some  time.  Our  meetings  are 
looking  up.  and  why  not!  There  is  no  excuse  for 
not  having  a  quorum  when  four  conductors  come 
in  Saturday  night  on  local.  Our  efficient  secretary 
is'holding  down  the  Cameron  local. 

Secretary  Allen,  of  the  legislative  board,  keep* 
us  posted  on  the  movements  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture, now  in  session  at  Austin,  and  the  double- 
header  bill  was  expected  to  come  up  on  the  26th  of 
February.  Brother  E.  P.  Curtis  is  our  lobbyist,  and 
a  good  one. 

I  extend  the  hand  of  congratulation  to  Division 
245.  Arkansas  City,  Kansas,  in  their  wise  choice  in 
electing  Brother  Reed  its  Chief  Conductor.  He 
is.  as  we  say  down  here  near  the  border  of 
Mexico,  an  all  right  hombre:  and  away  across  the 
sand  deserts  to  the  Pacific  coast.  I  notice  the  elec- 
tion of  Brother  Speakman  to  the  same  office  of  El 
Capitan  No.  115.  "Speaky."  I  shall  not  forget  my 
experience  in  jumping  the  footboard  on  Bay  Shore 
switch  engine  with  you  and  Jack.  I  can  almost 
taste  that  clam  soup  now.  That  was  a  snap  job.  I 
was  almost  forced  to  leave  in  self-defence. 

Yoakum.  Texas.  J.  R.  Scates. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  1  is  prosperous:  the  membership  grows 
and  with  it  enthusiasm  for  the  good  of  the  Order. 
There  is  an  acumen  in  the  members  that  there  is 
something  more  to  be  done  in  the  Order,  than  to 
read  the  minutes  of  the  last  regular  meeting,  and 
discuss  bills.  Our  Division  is  prepared  to  join  the 
other  Divisions  of  the  railway  brotherhoods,  in 
trying  to  shape  legislation,  that  will  insure  to  the 
company,  as  well  as  to  the  employes,  their  full 
share  of  justice.  The  garnishee  law  as  now 
enforced  in  this  state  is  a  menace  to  public  wel- 
fare. The  reduction  of  freight  and  passenger 
rates  will  result  in  the  reduction  of  the  forces,  or 
wages.  Many  of  the  members  believe  that  it  will 
take  a  state  law  to  stop  the  railway  companies 
from  running  such  long  trains:  it  is  an  every  day 
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occurrence  to  see  110  or  115  cars  in  one  train,  two 
brakemen.  one  conductor.  Where  will  this  end  if 
the  law  does  not  stop  it?  The  city  ordinance  of 
Chicago  says  twenty  cars,  bat  the  law  is  not 
enforced.  In  my  judgment,  fifty  cars  is  the 
maximum  for  two  brakemen  and. one  conductor  to 
handle  with  safety.  In  the  state  of  Illinois  there  is 
no  law  compelling:  railway  companies  to  eqnip 
their  cars  with  the  automatic  coupler:  true,  there 
is  an  inter-state  law.  but  that  is  easily  overlooked 
by  the  corporation,  affirming  that  the  car  without 
the  automatic  coupler  is  only  used  in  state  bus- 
iness. In  this  state  we  have  88.620  men  employed 
on  the  steam  railways;  what  a  power  in  voting: 
strength:  will  it  always-  be  so  satisfied?  Will  the 
law-making:  power  be  forever  in  the  hands  of  the 
legal  fraternity? 

Brother  N.  B.  Travis  of  Division  376.  Brother 
Ben  Wood  of  261.  Brother  A.  L.  Batshel  of  135, 
Brothers  John  Fowler  and  C.  Wiltred  of  293. 
Brother  P.  Campbell  of  113.  attended  our  Division. 
Sunday,  the  17th  of  February.  The  B.  of  L.  F. 
dance  at  the  Auditorium  the  28th  of  February,  was 
a  grand  affair.  Brothers  Bradley  and  Goding  done 
themselves  prond:  everyone  seemed  to  enjoy 
himself;  many  beautiful  gowns,  graceful 
dancers,  and  pretty  ladies.  Brother  Warren  is 
back  from  attending:  general  committee  work  at 
Baltimore,  where  some  good  results  were  obtained 
for  the  Order  men  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail- 
way. When  Charley  don't  "fetch."  tell  me. 

A  "split  switch"  caused  slight  wreck  in  Division 
last  Sunday.  Brother  Andy  Connors  got  ten 
demerit  marks.  At  the  last  meeting-  of  the  Divis- 
ion Brothers  Kilpatrick.  Lacey  and  Ray  were  ap- 
pointed to  draft  call  for  Railway  Congress  to 
frame  a  bill  in  the  interest  of  the  employes.  There 
seems  to  be  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  the  men 
to  urge  legislation  favorable  to  the  employes'  in- 
terests. It  is  the  purpose  to  ask  each  Division  of 
all  the  railway  brotherhoods  to  send  a  representa- 
tive to  Springfield.  111.,  some  time  in  April  and 
there  decide  on  such  bills  that  will  meet  the  ap- 
proval of  all  concerned,  and  get  it  pushed  through 
the  42nd  General  Assembly. 

A  committee,  comprising:  the  officers  of  Division 
1.  with  the  addition  of  Brothers  Kilpatrick  and 
Ray,  will  have  charge  of  the  delegates  who  pass 
through  Chicago  enroute  to  the  Grand  Division. 
Arrangements  will  be  made  for  all  if  Brother 
Charles  Warren,  our  Secretary,  is  advised.  Now. 
Brothers,  don't  put  this  off.  but  advise  number  in 
party,  how  long  you  want  to  stop,  what  you  want  to 
see.who  you  want  to  meet— and  any  other"old  thing" 
that  we  can  do  for  you.  The  Palmer  House  will  be 
headquarters,  unless  otherwise  notified.  A  special 
rate  will  be  made  there  for  delegates,  a  room  will 
also  be  furnished  by  our  Division  which  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  members  and  the  Ladies  Auxiliary. 
Brother  Ingersol.  who  was  killed  at  Joliet,  111., 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  was 
buried  by  the  Division.  Sunday,  March  3,  1901. 
Division  No.  1  will  run  an  excursion  west  from  St. 
Paul  after  the  close  of  the  Grand  Division,  going 
as  far  west  as  Vancouver,  returning  via  Salt  Lake. 
Denver  and  Rio  Grande.  Pueblo  to  Denver,  taking 
in  the  celebrated  Loop  Railway.  Manitou  Springs, 
Col..  Pike's  Peake,  returning  to  Chicago,  via  Rock 
Island  Ry.  This  trip  to  take  fifteen  days;  lower 


berths.  $25;  upper  berths.  $20:  full  section.  $45.  This 
trip  will  absolutely  be  confined  to  members  of  the 
Order  and  their  families.  Advise  our  Secretary, 
earliest  possible  moment,  if  you  desire  to  join  us 
on  this  trip,  as  only  few  berths  are  left. 

Keep  tab  on  our  delegate,  don't  try  to  push  him 
against  the  wall,  he  is  a  good  talker,  and  will  fight 
when  he  thinks  he  is  in  the  right.  The  alternate. 
Brother  Winslow— well,  you  will  know  where  he  is 
from— no  better  member  ever  went  to  Division 
than  he.  We  expect  to  try  some  new  scheme  to 
make  our  initiations  more  interesting.  Drop  in 
some  Sunday  and  see  us  perform.  Brother  Andy 
Conners  will  direct  the  in-going  and  out-going 
trains.  Chicago. 

Chicago,  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  see  that  "it"  is  called  to  account,  and  after 
reading  Capt,  Geo.  W.  Barber.  Sr.'s  proposition 
in  the  last  issue.  I  conclude  that  that  sixty-seven- 
year-old  head  of  his  has  been  doing  some  studying 
on  the  insurance  problem.  He  must  have  been 
hob-nobing  with  some  live  insurance  actuary.  It 
is  quite  a  scheme,  and  could  be  done,  but  the  trick 
is  to  get  them  to  do  it.  The  endowment  plan  is 
certainly  the  best  known  safe  one  in  the  life  in- 
surance field.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  are  quite 
a  number  of  our  Divisions  that  are  financially 
able  to  carry  a  $1,000.00  twenty-year  endowment 
policy  on  an  age  beginning  at  30  years.  Say,  Cap- 
tain, find  out  what  figures  that  the  best  old-line 
company  will  give  you  on  twenty-year  applica- 
tions of  $1,000.00  each,  at  ages  not  to  exceed  30 
years.  If  the  persons  on  whom  the  risks  are  taken 
are  in  a  less  hazardous  business  than  railroading, 
the  cost  will  be  much  less.  You  may  have  a  risk 
on  my  son.  who  is  not  quite  24  years  of  age.  and  a 
college  student. 

Now.  Captain.  I  want  to  refer  to  the  proposition 
I  gave  you  in  the  last  issue.  What  do  you  think  of 
it?  I  suppose  you  ask  what  am  I  going  to  do  with 
th»  money  after  the  $500,000.00  fund  is  created. 
That  is  easy:  just  one  of  two  things,  either  in- 
crease the  amount  of  the  fund,  or  apply  all  in 
excess  of  that  amount  to  the  mortuary  fund  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  approved  insurance  claims, 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  cost 
to  those  members  who  had  fulfilled  the  conditions, 
i.  e.,  paid  into  the  reserve  fund  the  required  ten 
dollars  on  each  $1,000.00  of  insurance  they  carry. 

I  very  much  appreciate  the  information  con- 
tained under  the  head  of  "Mentions"  as  to  the 
membership  of  the  Order  and  the  Mutual  Benefit 
Department,  and  the  amount  paid  to  beneficiaries 
during  the  past  two  years.  During  the  entire  ex- 
istence of  the  the  department  we  have  created  by 
direct  taxation  and  a  little  interest  $4,699,225.86.  and 
have  a  liability  of  $40,000,000  00.  and  about  $127,000  00 
on  hand  to  meet  that  liability.  Surely  that  condi- 
tion should  cause  us  to  seriously  consider  ways 
and  means. 

The  last  report  of  our  Board  of  Trustees  should 
prove  very  satisfactory  in  that  it  gives  in  detail 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  in  the  different  de- 
partments. 

Brother  Lundrlgan  has  brought  out  some  good 
points,  and  many  others  have  touched  on  matters 
1  would  like  to  say  something  about,  but  as  I  will 
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have  "a  close  meeting  point"  in  setting  this  Into 
the  hands  of  ye  editor  and  author.  I  better  quit. 
St.  Thomas.  Out.  W.  H.  Ingram. 

«& 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  334  is  in  a.  fairly  prosperous  condition 
with  a  slowly  increasing:  membership.  Last  meet- 
ing; two  were  iniatiated,  and  we  still  have  three  or 
four  petitions  out  in  the  hands  of  good  men  that 
we  may  hope  soon  to  make  members.  Our  hew 
Chief  has  stirred  up  some  of  our  luke-warm 
Brothers  for  non-attendance.  One  of  our  unmar- 
ried Brothers  who  had  not  shown  up  in  the  Divi- 
sion room  for  many  moons  has  returned  to  the  fold 
and  manfully  owned  up  that  if  the  girl  had  not 
gone  back  on  him.  he  would  probably  have  lost  out 
in  the  Order.  He  was  promptly  excused— Brothers 
Keys  and  Jordan  said  they  used  to  be  that  way 
themselves,  but  that  must  have  been  long,  long  ago. 

Business  in  this  district  is  unusually  heavy  for 
this  season.  When  business  is  heavy  accidents 
are  more  frequent,  consequently  every  now  and 
then  some  good  Brother  has  to  walk  the  plank.  A 
few  good  men  could  get  work  here— understand 
that  work  here  means  all  and  a  little  more  than 
you  can  stand.  There  are  a  few  members  of  the 
Order  on  the  Birmingham  Southern,  which  is  the 
old  T.  C.  I.  &  R.  R.  Co.  It  is  a  short,  but  very  busy 
line.  Pratt  City  is  headquarters  for  our  district, 
where  Brother  W.  F.  Kernan  is  general  yardmaster 
with  jurisdiction  over  Pratt  City  and  Ensley. 
which  is  a  great  manufacturing  center,  having 
five  large  iron  furnaces,  ten  open  hearth  steel 
furnaces,  a  large  foundry  and  machine  shop,  the 
Alabama  Steel  and  Wire  Mill,  a  large  semet- 
salvay  process  plant  and  many  minor  industries. 
The  Birmingham  Southern  belts  the  business  of 
alfroads  entering  there,  which  are  the  Southern, 
the  L.  &  N.  and  the  K.  C.  M.  &  B.  This  keeps  both 
day  and  night  crews  busy.  The  Birmingham 
Southern  has  just  learned  that  the  old  link  and 
pin  coupler  must  go— consequently  cars  coming 
out  of  the  shop  are  equipped  with  automatic 
couplers.  Until  all  cars  are  so  equipped  the  well 
known  yell  "two  links  and  four  pins."  will  often  be 
heard.  Harry  T.  Vaughan. 

Avondale.  Ala. 

(9 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  been  somewhat  interested  in  the  occas- 
ional discussion  of  seniority,  and  for  my  part  I  fail 
to  see  much  in  it  to  commend  it  to  intelligent  men. 
It  does  away  with  personal  merit  when  it  is  abso- 
lute in  its  sway.  There  are  very  few  men  who  do 
their  best  work  without  the  incentive  of 'recogni- 
tion of  personal  merit..  If  every  one  knows  that 
he  will  be  promoted  in  his  turn,  regardless  of  his 
fitness,  it  will  starve  his  ambition  and  curtail  his 
best  effort.  He  will  be  just  like  the  wheel  of  a 
machine.  On  the  other  hand,  if  one  knows  that 
merit  wins,  he  is  more  likely  to  strive  harder  to  be 
worthy.  The  argument  that  it  gives  every  one  an 
equal  chance  is  not  altogether  true,  as  nearly 
every  one  demonstrates  before  promotion  his  fit- 
ness for  advancement.  First-class  railroading  re- 
quires the  greatest  alertness  and  intelligence.  If  we 
allow  seniority  to  gain  the  day  it  will  only  place  a 
number  of  men  in  positions  for  which  they  are  in  no 
way  fitted.  Whereas,  it  the  merit  system  is  kept  in 
vogue  this  will  not  be  the  case. 


The  question  of  the  home  for  aged  and  worn-out 
Brothers  brings  to  my  mind  the  answer  an  old 
soldier,  in  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Erie,  made  to  a 
friend  of  mine  who  was  questioning  the  soldiers 
as  to  the  homelikeness  of  the  place.  He  said: 
"Stranger,  home  is  where  your  friends  are,"  and 
so  I  think  if  we  can  arrange  to  pay  a  certain  per 
cent  of  the  policy  carried,  it  would  be  better. 
However.  I  believe  it  behooves  us  to  be  very  care- 
ful as  to  our  insurance.  With  a  little  experience 
in  writing  and  investigating  different  methods  of 
insurance  I  must  say  that  I  consider  our  mutual 
benefit  department  to  be  the  best  and  cheapest,  to 
carry  with  it.  as  it  does,  the  feature  of  protection 
in  case  of  accident,  that  I  have  known.  We  are 
somewhat  handicapped  here  in  regard  to  the  at- 
tendance, as  the  change  in  the  number  of  runs  in 
the  past  few  years  makes  it  inconvenient  for  many 
to  attend.  I  trust  that  this  will  not  long  be  the 
case.  J.  C.  R.  Murphy. 

East  Brady.  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor:  • 

At  the  meeting  of  Boston  Division  122,  Sun- 
day. February.  17.  quite  a  number  of  the  Brothers 
attended,  and  quite  a  routine  of  business  was  rail- 
roaded through  without  any  danger  signals  being 
displayed,  ana  was  enjoyed  by  the  Brothers  that 
attended.  The  report  made  of  Brother  Gables' 
case  was  that  he  was  getting  along  as  well  as  could 
be  expected.  The  doctor  had  to  graft  some  skin 
from  the  calf  of  his  leg  to  put  on  his  knee,  so  that 
will  make  Brother  Gables  all  right  when  it  heals 
up.  Brother  Greer  attended  our  last  meeting  after 
spending  six  week««  in  the  hospital  getting  treated 
for  appendicitis.  Brother  Joslyn's  eldest  son  met 
with  a  very  painful  accident  Feb.  9.  He  fell  and 
broke  his  wrist.  Brother  Joslyn  and  wife  have  the 
sympathy  of  th«  Brothers  of  Division  122.  It  was 
a  sight  to  see  Brother  Cleaveland  going  up  five 
flights  to  the  lost  article  room  539.  the  other  day. 
with  a  hand  organ  that  was  left  on  his  train  by  a 

f assenger.  I  have  seen  most  everything  found  on 
rains,  but  this  beats  them  all.  The  boys  must 
have  given  him  the  laugh.  I  learn  through  Broth- 
er Church  that  the  reason  that  Brother  G.  E. 
Smith  of  157  did  not  attend  the  banquet  was  he 
fell  on  the  sidewalk  and  got  a  very  bad  black  eye, 
and  returned  home  a  sadder  but  wiser  man. 
Brother  Angus  McLeod.  of  Division  122.  has  been 
on  the  sick  list,  and  was  not  able  to  attend  the  last 
meeting,  and  was  greatly  missed.  Brother  George 
Mapes  non't  believe  in  talking  about  working  Sun- 
days. He  goes  fishing  Sundays.  Brother  Gillis' 
house  at  South  Braintree  was  robbed  Wednesday. 
Feb.  20.  and  the  burglars  got  $17.50  from  his  pants' 
pocket,  but  overlooked  his  watch.  He  has  secured 
'  the  lease  of  a  field  piece  from  Secretary  Long,  and 
has  fixed  it  so  if  any  more  burglars  come,  and  he 
knows  it.  there  won't  be  any  need  of  a  coroner  or 
undertaker.  There  will  be  no  expense  to  anybody 
he  assures  us.  Brother  Simpson  attended  our  last 
meeting,  and  it  was  a  sure  cure  for  the  grip  to  see 
him.  None  of  the  Brothers  have  been  ailing  since. 
He  is  always  welcome.  Brother  Chuck  Reed,  of 
the  Attleboro  branch,  is  doing  a  good  egg  business, 
and  Slavin  has  been  doing  a  good  oyster  business, 
so  you  can  see  the  conductors  are  living  high.  We 
don't  have  any  tariff  to  pay  so  we  are  all  right. 
Our  worthy  A.  C.  C.  has  left  railroading  and  gone 
back  to  work  at  bis  trade,  a  machinist:  he  has  some 
very  valuable  additions  made  to  bicycles.  Brother 
P.  F.  Morrison  has  explained  some  defects  which 
he  remedied,  and  are  all  right  now.  There  is 
going  to  be  debate  at  our  next  regular  meeting  on 
the  air-brake  question  between  Brothers  Brown, 
of  the  B.  A.  R.  R..  and  B.  P.  Morrison,  of  Worces- 
ter. Brother  Morrison  claims  he  don't  take  water 
from  anybody  in  regard  to  knowledge  of  its  work- 
ings. Trouble  never  comes  alone.  Brother  Hum- 
phrey is  at  the  city  hospital  in  a  critical  state  with 
appendicitis,  and  the  Brothers  are  allowed  to  see 
him  for  a  while.  We  hope  for  his  speedy  recovery. 
There  are  quite  a  number  of  the  Brothers  making 
arrangements  to  go  to  St.  Paul.  I  should  advise 
the  Brothers  to  attend  the  next  regular  meeting 
that  intend  going,  and  Brother  Baker  can  give 
them  some  valuable  information,  if  they  will  ask 
for  it.  as  there  is  no  grass  growing  between  here 
and  Cedar  Rapids  the  way  he  goes,  and  he  is  all 
right,  you  can  bet.  Automobile. 
Boston.  Mass. 
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FRATERNAL  INSURANCE. 

Voluntary  Exposure  to  Unnecessary  Dan- 
ger. 

When  the  insured,  while  asleep  on  top 
of  the  boilers  of  a  steamboat,  was  in- 
jured by  steam  escaping  from  the  safety 
valve,  there  was  no  "voluntary  exposure 
to  unnecessary  danger"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  an  exception  of  the  policy,  unless 
insured  was  conscious  of  the  danger 
from  escaping  steam,  it  not  being  suffi- 
cient to  preclude  him  from  recovery  that 
he  had  been  warned  that  it  was  danger- 
ous to  be  on  top  of  the  boilers. 

Travelers  Insurance  Company  vs.  Clark.  Ky.  C. 
A.  Dec.  10.  1900. 

Mutual  Benefit  and  Fraternal  Insurance- 
Liability  to  Assessment. 

When,  in  an  action  to  recover  assess- 
ments, defendant,  in  his  application  for  a 
policy  in  mutual  insurance  associations, 
agreed  to  pay  all  dues  and  assessments 
for  which  he  might  become  liable,  there 
was  a  legal  obligation  to  pay  assessments 
for  death  claims  which  accrued  while  he 
was  a  member. 

Calkins  vs.  Ansel,  receiver.  Michigan  S.  C.  81  N. 
W.,  977. 

Liability  to  Assessment  After  Suspension. 

Where  the  constitution  of  an  insurance 
association  declared  that  it  was  organized 
to  secure  insurance  on  its  members 
through  mutual  co-operation  by  assess- 
ment, and  its  by-laws  provided  that  a 
member  should  pay  his  first  assessment 
on  making  application,  and  the  same 
amount  on  the  levy  of  each  and  every  as- 
sessment thereafter,  and  that  if  a  mem- 
ber neglected  to  pay  his  assessment  or 
dues  for  thirty  days  after  notice,  he  might 
be  suspended,  and  if  the  delinquency  con- 
tinued until  three  death  assessments  had 


been  levied  his  membership  should* be 
forfeited.  Held,  that  a  member  assumed 
a  personal  liability  to  pay  assessments 
during  the  continuance  of  his  member- 
ship, and  he  was  therefore  liable  for  dues 
and  assessments  levied  after  his  suspen- 
sion, but  before  his  membership  ceased, 
and  for  assessments  levied  after  the  ter- 
mination of  his  membership,  to  pay  death 
losses  occurring  while  he  remained  a 
member. 

Provident  Mutual  Life  Association  vs.  Pellisier. 
N.  H.  S.  C..45Ab.  562. 

Amount  of  Assessment— Increased  When. 

1.  A  provision  of  a  certificate,  in  an  as- 
sessment company  that,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  each  period  of  five  years,  the  rate 
of  assessment  may  be  changed  to  corre- 
spond with  the  actual  mortality  experi- 
ence, does  not  prevent  the  association  or 
company  from  increasing  the  rate  at  oth- 
er times,  when  such  increase  is  authorized 
by  other  provisions  and  by  its  constitu- 
tion. 

2.  The  fact  that  an  assessment  com- 
pany prints  upon  the  back  of  its  policies 
a  table,  which  purports  to  show  the 
amounts  to  which  one  becoming  a  policy- 
holder at  a  given  age  will  be  subjected, 
does  not  prevent  the  company  from  in- 
creasing such  rates,  where  the  policy  is 
expressly  subject  to  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  of  the  company,  which  give  its 
executive  committee  power  to  make  modi- 
fications in  the  assessments  to  be  levied 
from  time  to  time. 

Hayden  vs.  Mut.  Reserve  Fund  Mut.  Life.  U.  S. 
C.  C.  44  Ab.  690. 

When  a  Double  Assessment  is  Authorized. 

A  law  of  a  beneficial  association  pro- 
vided that,  if  the  amount  received  from 
the  last  assessment  paid  prior  to  the  death 
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of  a  member  should  be  less  than  the  sum 
for  which  his  certificate  was  issued,  the 
beneficiary  should  be  entitled  only  to  the 
amount  of  said  assessment.  Another  law 
provided  that,  where  the  amount  of  one 
assessment  was  not  sufficient  to  pay  all 
the  claims,  a  double  assessment  might  be 
made. 

Held,  that  the  provision  does  not  au- 
thorize a  double  assessment  for  one 
death. 

Newton  vs.  Northern  Mut.  Relief  Ass'n,  R.  I.  S. 
C..44Ab.890. 

m 

Assessments—  Who  Should  Make  Them. 

Where  the  articles  of  a  mutual  accident 
insurance  company  provided  that  the  di- 
rectors should  control  its  affairs,  and  em- 
powered them  to  enact  by-laws  and  rules, 
and  to  appoint  from  their  number  an  exe- 
cutive committee,  who  should  supervise 
the  business  of  the  company  and  audit 
accounts,  and  provided  for  assessments, 
but  was  silent  as  to  who  should  make 
them. 

Held,  that  the  directors  had  the  author- 
ity through  a  by-law,  to  empower  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  to  make  assessments. 

Fee  vs.  National  Masonic  Acc.  Ass'n.  Iowa  S.  C. 
81  N.  W..  483. 

Notice  of  Assessment. 

No  other  notice  to  a  member  of  a  mutu- 
al benefit  association  who  is  in  default  in 
the  payment  of  his  dues  is  necessary  than 
that  prescribed  by  the  by-laws  of  the  as- 
sociation, to  which  he  has  agreed  to  con- 
form. 

Drum  vs.  Benton.  D.  C.  S.  C.  13  App.  D.,  245. 

Persons  to  Whom  Payment  May  be  Made. 

When  assessments  are  payable  to  a 
designated  officer  of  a  beneficial  order,  a 
tender  to  one  whom  he  has  recognized  as 
authorized  to  receive  such  assessments  is 
as  valid  as  a  tender  to  him  personally. 

Supreme  Lodge  H.  of  H.  vs.  Davis.  Colo.  S.  C.  58 
Pac.  595. 

Refunding  or  Recovery  of  Dues  or  Assess- 
ments Paid. 

Where  step-children  named  as  bene- 
ficiaries in  a  benefit  certificate,  who  could 


not  take  because  they  were  not  within  the 
persons  designated  by  the  statute  under 
which  the  association  was  organized,  paid 
assessments  on  such  certificate  in  order 
to  keep  it  alive,  they  are  entitled  to  an 
equitable  lien  on  the  fund  derived  there- 
from for  the  repayment  of  such  assess- 
ments. 

Tepper  vs.  Royal  Arcanum.  New  Jersey  S.  C.  45 
Ab..  111. 

Note— A  plaintiff,  in  an  action  against 
an  assessment  insurance  company  to  re- 
cover the  amount  of  illegal  assessments, 
cannot  recover  the  amount  of  such  illegal 
assessments  paid  with  full  knowledge  of 
all  the  facts. 

Howard  vs.  Mut.  Ass'n.  N.  C.  S.  C.  34  S.  E..  199. 

Forfeiture— Non-Payment— Notice  of  Time. 

Where  the  by-laws  of  a  mutual  benefit 
association  provide  that  a  member  who 
shall  fail  to  pay  any  of  his  assessments 
thirty  days  after  the  same  have  become 
due  shall  be  notified,  and,  if  he  shall  be 
in  arrears  thirty  days  longer,  he  shall  be 
dropped,  time  is  of  the  essence  of  the  con- 
tract. 

Drum  vs.  Benton.  D.  C.  S.  C 13  App.  D.  C.  245. 

Notice— Promise  to  Pay. 

When,  about  the  middle  of  October,  the 
reporter  of  a  subordinate  lodge  of  defend- 
ant beneficiary  association  notified  dece- 
dent in  person  of  the  three  assessments 
due,  and  decedent  promised  to  make  pay- 
ment before  he  went  away  to  work,  such 
personal  notice  was  sufficient  to  put  de- 
cedent in  default,  although  the  by-laws 
provided  for  written  or  printed  notice. 

Thibbet  vs.  Supreme  Lodge  K.  of  H.,  Minn.  S. 
C..  81  N.  W..  220. 

Excuse  for  Non-Payment. 

A  policy-holder  in  an  assessment  com- 
pany is  not  excused  for  a  failure  to  pay 
assessments  on  the  ground  alone  that  the 
company  has  engaged  in  business  which 
is  unlawful  in  its  powers,  but  he  must 
further  show  that  his  obligations  have 
thereby  been  changed  to  his  disadvant- 
age. 

Haydel  vs.  Mut.  Reserve  Fund  Life  Ass'n.  U.  S. 
C.C..99Fed.  R..200. 
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Geo.  J.  Mohler  has  resigned  as  general 
manager  of  the  Columbia  Southern. 

C.  E.  Perkins  has  resigned  as  president 
of  the  Chicago  Burlington  &  Quincy. 

P.  T.  Ellery  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  B.  &  O.  at  Glenwood,  Pa. 

Riley  Williams  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Indiana  Illinois  &  Iowa. 

L.  E.  Walker  has  been  elected  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Texas  South- 
ern. 

V.  B.  McCarty  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Cincinnati  &  Muskingum 
Valley. 

George  B.  Harris  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Chicago  Burlington  & 
Quincy. 

Russell  Harding  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  New  Orleans  &  North- 
western. 

Henry  H.  Shepard  has  resigned  as 
superintendent  of  the  Unadilla  Valley 
Railroad. 

Thomas  J.  Mackintosh  has  resigned  as 
general  superintendent  of  the  Salt  Lake 
&  Mercur. 

Frank  R.  Hale  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Indiana  Illinois  &  Iowa  at 
Kankakee,  111. 

T.  E.  Corrigan  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  transportation  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin &  Michigan. 

E.  H.  Fitzhugh  has  resigned  as  vice- 

£ resident  and  general  manager  of  the 
entral  Vermont. 

S.  Summers  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral yardmaster  at  Shawnee,  O.,  for  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

John  S.  May  has  resigned  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Richmond  division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  lines. 

E.  A.  Burrill  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Illinois  Southern,  with 
office  at  Sparta,  111. 

Willis  E.  Maxson  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  Gulf  Beau- 
mont &  Kansas  City. 

Oliver  Snyder  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  terminals  of  the  Gulf 
Colorado  &  Santa  Fe. 


B.  E.  Cartwright  has  been  elected 
fourth  vice-president  of  the  Pittsburg 
Shawmut  &  Northern. 

H.G.  Smith  has  been  elected  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Rutland  Railroad.  Head- 
quarters at  Rutland,  Vt. 

E.  G.  Russell  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager of  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  Head- 
quarters at  Moncton,  N.  B. 

Harry  E.  Beasley  has  been  appointed 
division  superintendent  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  at  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

D.  G.  Ross  has  been  appointed  division 
superintendent  of  the  Canadian  Pacific. 
Headquarters  at  Ft.  William. 

W.  S.  Hall  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Salt  Lake  &  Mercur. 
Office  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

W.  L.  Stevenson  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  terminals  of  the  Wilmar 
&  Sioux  Falls,  at  Sioux  City,  la. 

H.  L.  Newton  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  Mexico  division  of  the  Mexican 
Central  from  Jimulco  to  Jimenez. 

D.  R.  Hearst  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Mexico  division  of  the  Mex- 
ican Central  from  Calera  to  Silao. 

Robert  Dudgeon  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Buffalo  division  of  the 
Delaware  Lackawanna  &  Western. 

F.  H.  Leslie  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  St.  Louis  Kansas  City  & 
Colorado.   Office  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

George  G.  Blakeslee  has  been  appointed 

general  manager  of  the  Albany  &  Hudson, 
[eadquarters  at  Rensselaer,  N.  Y. 

W.  T.  Dobbins  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Atlanta  Knoxville  & 
Northern.   Office  at  Blue  Ridge,  Ga. 

W.  H.  Simms  has  been  appointed  sta- 
tion master  at  Broad  Street  station,  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 

Ben  Collins  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Mexico  division  of  the 
Mexican  Central  from  Jimulco  to  Calera. 

C.  J.  Phillips  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Delaware  Lackawanna  & 
Western.    Headquarters  at  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

C.  N.  Bell  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Grenada  district  and  Mem- 
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?ihis  terminals,  Memphis  division  of  the 
llinois   Central.    Office  at  Memphis, 
Tenn. 

W.  J.  Cox  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  National  Tehuan- 
tepec.  Headquarters  at  Coatzacoalcas, 
Mex. 

J.  G.  Farnham  is  appointed  train- 
master with  headquarters  at  Chilhuahua, 
vice  J.  A.  Halstead  assigned  to  other 
duties. 

W.  R.  Scott  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  Ft.  Worth  &  Den- 
ver City.  Headquarters  at  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas. 

Joseph  Dickson  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  Hot 
Springs  Railroad,  vice  Joy  Morton  re- 
signed. 

R.  S.  Logan  has  been  chosen  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  Central 
Vermont.  Headquarters  at  St.  Albans, 
Vermont. 

R.  J.  Lysle  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant trainmaster  of  the  Pittsburg  division 
of  the  Pittsburg  Cincinnati  Chicago  & 
St.  Louis. 

W.  Downie  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  Kootenay  division  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific.  Headquarters  at  Nel- 
son, B.  C. 

J.  H.  McDaniels  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  Greenwich 
&  Johnsonville.  Headquarters  at  Green- 
wich, N.  Y. 

John  F.  O'Brien  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Jamestown  & 
Chautauqua.  Headquarters  at  James- 
town, N/Y. 

G.  J.  Bury  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  Crow's  Nest  section  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific.  Headquarters  at  Cran- 
brook,  B.  C. 

C.  G.  Warner  has  been  elected  president 
treasurer  of  the  New  Orleans  &  North- 
western since  its  absorption  by  the  Mis- 
souri Pacific. 

John  J.  Neifert  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Mahanoy  &  Hazelton 
division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley.  Office  at 
Hazelton,  Pa. 

W.  A.  Hyde  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  northern  division  of  the 
Gulf  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe.  Office  at  Cle- 
burne, Texas. 

C.  O.  Dambacher  has  been  appointed 
assistant  trainmaster  of  the  Pittsburg 
Bessmer  &  Lake  Erie.  Office  at  Albion, 
Pennsylvania. 

S.  N.  Harrison  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  transportation  of  the 
Wisconsin  &  Michigan.  Headquarters  at 
Peshtigo,  Wis. 


B.  N.  Bennett  has  been  appointed  mas- 
ter of  trains  of  the  Alabama  Midland  di- 
vision of  the  Plant  System.  Office  at 
Pinckard,  Ala. 

J.  S.  Norris  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  recently  organized  Mary- 
land &  Pennsylvania.  Headquarters  at 
Baltimore,  Md. 

F.  S.  Stimson  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  di- 
visions of  the  St.  Louis  Southwestern. 
The  office  of  assistant  superintendent  has 
been  abolished. 

T.  A.  Banks  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Paducah  district,  Louis- 
ville division  of  the  Illinois  Central.  Office 
at  Paducah,  Ky. 

J.  J.  Flynn  has  been  appointed  train- 
master or  the  Fulton  district,  Memphis 
division  of  the  Illinois  Central.  Office  at 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

H.  E.  Craft  has  been  appointed  master 
of  trains  of  the  Vicksburg  division  of  the 
Yazoo  &  Mississippi  Valley.  Office  at 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

D.  C.  Beverd  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  southern  division  of  the 
Kansas  City  Southern.  Headquarters  at 
Texarkana,  Tex. 

Sturgis  G.  Bates  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Eastern  Kentucky  Railway.  Headquar- 
ters at  Riverton,  Ky. 

Nathaniel  Thayer,  vice-president  of  the 
Kansas  City  Ft.  Scott  &  Memphis,  has 
been  elected  chairman  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  that  company. 

CD.  Gorham  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
New  York  Chicago  &  St.  Louis.  Head- 
quarters at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

S.  K.  Blair  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  western  division  of  the 
New  York  Chicago  &  St.  Louis.  Head- 
quarters at  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Walter  Barnard  has  resigned  as  general 
yardmaster  at  Williamstown,  Mass.,  to 
accept  a  similar  position  at  Philadelphia, 
for  the  Pennsylvania  &  Reading. 

George  Geiger  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  fourth  district  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  Southern  and  Texarkana  &  Ft. 
Smith.   Office  at  Texarkana,  Tex. 

H.  H.  Sheppard  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Bangor  &  Portland 
division  of  the  Delaware  Lackawanna  & 
Western.   Headquarters  at  Bangor,  Pa. 

J.  F.  Swaine  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Knoxville  &  Ohio,  Knoxville 
Cumberland  Gap  &  Louisville  and  Wal- 
den's  Ridge  roads,  all  controlled  by  the 
Southern  Railway. 
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When  you  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly,  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name.  Division  number  and  address. 

4 

Itasca  Lodge  No.  401,  B.  of  L.  F.,  of 
Two  Harbors,  Minn.,  kindly  remembered 
us  with  an  invitation  to  their  ball  on 
April  19. 

4 

Brother  C.  H.  Gardner,  secretary  of  Di- 
vision 44,  would  like  to  learn  the  address 
of  Del.  A.  Whedon,  once  a  member  of  Di- 
vision 340. 

4 

We  are  pleased  to  mention  the  appoint- 
ment of  Brother  S.  Summers  of  Division 
166  to  the  position  of  general  yardmaster 
for  the  B.  O.  at  Shawnee,  Ohio. 

4 

J.  W.  Beathard,  S.  &  T.  of  Division  139 
at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  is  anxious  to  learn 
the  whereabouts  of  Brother  G.  W.  Patter- 
son, who  was  formerly  a  member  of  Divi- 
sion 180. 

4 

Brother  H.  C.  Pratt  of  Division  44  has 
been  appointed  day  yardmaster  for  the 
S.  P.  R.  R.  at  Kern,  Calif.  The  boys  say, 
"Harry  can  hold  it  down  as  long  as  he 
wants  it." 

4 

Will  some  one  who  has  a  copy  of  The 
Conductor  for  September,  1894,  which 
they  are  willing  to  part  with,  kindly  mail 
it  to  the  New  York  Public  Library,  40  La- 
fayette Place,  New  York  City.  It  is  to 
complete  a  file  for  binding:. 

4 

Among  the  ball  invitations  received  by 
us  were  those  from  Division  194,  Auxili- 
ary 148,  Division  343  and .  Auxiliary  145, 
Divisions  312,  293  and  406  and  the  annual 
charity  ball  given  by  the  joint  lodges  of 
Cook  county,  Illinois,  at  Chicago. 

4 

The  members  of  Division  47  held  an  "at 
home"  on  February  13  at  which  there 
were  present  seventy-five  conductors  with 
their  friends  and  families.  The  Voice  of 
Winnipeg  gives  an  extended  account  of 
same  which  includes  some  very  pleasant 
features  in  programme,  and  speaks  very 
highly  of  the  conductors  as  a  class. 


Brother  H.  L.  Newton,  of  Division  112, 
and  Brother  J.  G.  Farnnam}  of  Division 
266,  have  been  appointed  trainmasters  for 
the  Central  of  Mexico,  as  stated  elsewhere 
in  this  number.  The  Conductor  is 
pleased  to  note  these  preferments. 

4 

An  error  in  the  Mutual  Benefit  Depart- 
ment caused  us  to  write  the  name  of 
Brother  A.  N.  Crawford  in  the  obituary. 
We  are  glad  to  correct  this  and  say  that 
while  Brother  Crawford  has  been  dis- 
abled he  is  still  among  the  living. 

4 

Brother  William  Welch  of  Division  55 
requests  that  we  ask  our  Divisions  to  in- 
struct their  delegates  how  many  members 
are  dependent  upon  their  Divisions  for 
support.  It  is  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  statistics  with  a  view  to  forming 
an  idea  how  the  Order  may  consider  a 
proposition  to  care  for  its  dependent 
conductors. 

4 

Louise  Olliver,  wife  of  our  deceased 
Brother  J.  W.  Olliver,  of  Division  148,  has 
discovered  among  his  effects  something 
of  considerable  value  and  the  property  of 
Mr.  E.  F.  Tuttle,  whom  she  would  like  to 
locate  for  the  purpose  of  turning  the  same 
over  to  him.  Will  any  one  knowing  his 
whereabouts  kindly  drop  Sister  Olliver  a 
card  to  40  Prospect  St., Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

4 

New  Division  No.  405  was  organized  at 
Proctor  Knott,  Minn.,  by  Grand  Senior 
Conductor  Wilkins,  on  Sunday,  March  3. 
The  Division  is  not  large  in  membership, 
but  fills  a  want  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
ductors on  the  Duluth,  Missabe  &  North- 
ern road.  The  name  "Missabe"  was 
chosen  for  the  Division  and  Brother  J.  A. 
McCurdy  was  elected  Chief  Conductor 
and  Brother  M.  T.  Counihan,  Secretary, 
both  of  Proctor  Knott. 

4 

A  company  has  been  organized  in  Den- 
ver in  which  Brother  Sam  Stewart,  of 
Division  91,  is  interested,  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  a  patented  safety  train 
register.  This  device  is  so  arranged  that 
on  the  change  of  dates  the  record  for  the 
preceding  twenty  four  hours  is  moved 
under  a  glass  and  is  available  for  check- 
Digitized  by  CjOO^  IC 


250 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


ing  purposes,  while  a  new  record  for 
twenty-four  hours  is  presented  for  use.  It 
is  claimed  that  this  will  protect  against 
registering  wrong  and  thus  prevent  acci- 
dents growing  out  of  that  cause. 

Hundreds  of  couples  crowded  the  great 
floor  in  the  Auditorium  ball  room  at  Chi- 
cago on  the  occasion  of  the  ball  given  by 
the  United  Lodges  of  the  B.  L.  F.  of  Cook 
County  for  the  benefit  of  "The  Home"  at 
Highland  Park,  while  hundreds  more 
looked  on  from  the  dress  circle  and  boxes. 
The  affair  was  a  brilliant  one,  the  ar- 
rangements were  perfect  and  we  are  in- 
formed that  it  will  be  financially  a  success 
and  that  a  handsome  sum,  representing 
the  profits  from  this  entertainment.^will 
be  turned  over  to  "The  Home."  It  was 
certainly  a  brilliant  affair,  reflecting  great 
credit  upon  those  who  arranged  it. 

4 

The  following  Division  Cards  have  been 
lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up  and 
send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

CARD  NO.  NAME.  DIVISION. 

2039  M.  L.  Jones  36 

2407  P.  Murphy  313 

2714  J.  W.  Thomas  276 

3217  J.  N.  Steed  123 

3644  S.  G.Elrod  400 

4465  H.  A.  Hutton  159 

4915  G.  W.  Loudy  165 

5148  W.  C.  Bennett  100 

7251  H.  Hamilton  260 

7323  James  Hays  117 

The  "New"  Lippincott  Magazine  for 
March  contains,  Rosalynde's  Lovers,  by 
Maurice  Thompson;  A  Quaker- City  Girl- 
hood, by  Mrs.  E.  D.  Gillespie;  A  City's 
Woe,  by  Clarence  Urmy;  The  Code  of  the 
Corps,  by  General  Charles  King;  Making 
a  Garden,  by  Anna  Lea  Merritt;  At  the 
Gates  of  Mercy,  by  Louise  Betts  Edwards; 
Two  Visions,  by  Theodosia  Pickering 
Garrison;  The  Native  Races  of  Mexico,  by 
Henry  S.  Brooks;  Is  it  Spring  Again  in 
Ohio?  by  Edith  M.  Thomas;  Lisa,  by 
Eleanor  G.  Walton;  At  the  Sarah  Bern- 
hardt Theatre,  by  Florence  Earle  Coates; 
A  Palaeolithic  Wooing,  by  Dr.  Merrick 
Whitcomb;  When  Sprucewood  Sleeps,  by 
Francis  Sterne  Palmer;  Books  of  the 
Month,  Walnuts  and  Wine. 

Referring  to  measures  before  Congress 
treated  editorially  in  our  February  num- 
ber it  will  be  of  interest  to  our  readers  to 
know  that  the  bill  requiring  railroad  of- 
ficers to  make  detailed  reports  to  the  In- 
terstate Commerce  Commission  of  all  ac- 
cidents resulting  in  the  loss  of  life  or  in- 
jury to  persons  passed  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives on  March  2d  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President  at  noon,  March 
4th,  thereby  becoming  a  law. 


The  other  measure  defining  the  meaning 
of  the  word  conspiracy  and  to  regulate 
the  use  of  injunctions  was  considered 
under  a  special  order  in  the  House  but  it 
was  impossible  to  get  separate  action  on 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary  and  the  friends  of 
the  bill  preferred  no  bill  on  the  subject 
rather  than  one  containing  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  committee. 


Grand  Chief  Conductor  Clark  organized 
a  new  Division  of  the  Order  at  Florence, 
Colo.,  on  February  24th,  the  members  of 
the  new  Division  being,  with  one  excep- 
tion, employes  of  the  Florence  &  Cripple 
Creek  Railroad.  The  Division  starts  out 
with  twenty- five  members,  seventeen  of 
whom  were  members  of  other  Divisions 
and  joined  by  transfer.  A  very  pleasant 
meeting  was  enjoyed  and  Brother  Clark 
desires  to  give  special  acknowledgement 
for  the  acceptable  and  valuable  assistance 
rendered  him  by  Brothers  Phelps  and 
Steffler  of  Division  244,  Brother  Hamilton 
of  Division  36  and  Brother  Williamson  of 
Division  1.  The  thanks  of  all  interested 
are  also  due  and  are  hereby  extended  to 
Superintendent  Rockwell  for  his  courtesy 
in  the  form  of  a  special  train  from  Cripple 
Creek  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  all  of 
the  charter  members  to  Florence  tor  this 
event.  Brother  F.  A.  Beer  of  Florence 
was  elected  Chief  Conductor  and  Brother 
E.  G.  Weston,  1315  E.  Greenwood  St., 
Canon  City,  Secretary. 


Cram's  Magazine  for  February  comes  to 
us  with  a  fulltable  of  contents,  especially 
rich  in  historical  articles  and  those  of  in- 
terest to  students  of  political  economy. 
Among  the  former  may  be  mentioned 
"King  William  III,  of  England."  by  Mil- 
ton Reeve;  "A  Boundary  Dispute  and  the 
Toledo  War,"  by  E.  F.  Watrous;  "King 
Edward  VII,  of  Great  Britain,"  by  Spen- 
cer Townsend;  "Honorable  Franklin 
Price,"  by  Editor  Murray- Aaron;  and  the 
regular  monthly  installment  of  "World's 
Doings,"  by  Editor  Clare.  Among  such 
articles  as  especially  appeal  to  the  stu- 
dents of  social  or  political  economy  may 
be  mentioned  "A  Plea  for  Women  in 
Prison,"  by  Lyda  Imbrie;  "Woman  and 
Her  World,"  by  Anna  Louisa  Stauder; 
"Our  Foreign  Commerce  and  its  Possi- 
bilities," by  Cyrus  E.  Allen;  and  "A 
Great  Editorial  Office,"  by  Editor  Murray- 
Aaron. 

It  must  not  be  judged  from  these  titles 
that  Cram's  contains  only  heavier  read- 
ing. In  the  regular  departments  of  "Our 
Young  People,  "In  Washington  Corri- 
dors," and  in  a  number  of  contributed 
articles  much  is  to  be  found  that  is 
sprightly  and  entertaining. 
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Our  readers  will  remember  the  long  and 
bitter  fight  between  Typographical  Union 
No.  6  ot  New  York  and  the  New  York  Sun. 
The  following  circular  notice  has  been  is- 
sued by  that  Union  and  is  sent  to  all  ad- 
vertisers and  organizations  throughout 
America: 

Dear  Sir:— This  is  official  notification 
that  in  the  long-standing  contention  be- 
tween Typographical  Union  No.  6  and  the 
New  York  Sun  opposition  is  withdrawn 
by  the  Union. 

We  ask  you  on  behalf  of  Typographical 
Union  No.  6  to  bring  this  £o  the  attention 
of  your  members  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience. Good  faith  and  sound  policy 
suggest  the  same  publicity  to  our  peace 
proclamation  as  was  given  to  our  aggres- 
sive declarations.  If  any  announcement 
more  fully  showing  our  attitude  is  desired 
it  will  be  freely  made. 

Thanking  you  most  kindly  for  your  as- 
sistance and  appreciative  efforts  on  our 
behalf,  we  remain,  Fraternally  yours, 

James  P.  Rahal,  President. 
Jerome  F.  Healy,  Secretary. 

Commissioner  Donald  announces  that 
the  lines  in  the-Central  Passenger  Associ- 
ation have  united  in  the  following  rates 
and  arrangements  for  the  Pan-American 
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Exposition  at  Buffalo  on  May  1-November 
1,1901:  1.  Regular  tourist  fares,  same  as 
in  former  years.  2.  Fare  and  one  third 
going  and  returning  same  route,  continu- 
ous passage  in  each  direction,  ironclad 
signature  tickets  requiring  debosit  and 
validation  by  joint  agency  at  Buffalo,  to 
be  sold  during  the  exposition,  with  limit 
of  15  days,  including  date  of  sale.  3.  One 
fare,  plus  $1.00  for  round-trip,  going  and 
returning  same  route,  continuous  passage 
in  each  direction,  tickets  requiring  valida- 
tion by  joint  agency  at  Buffalo,  to  be  sold 
one  day  in  each  week  during  the  month  of 
May,  good  leaving  Buffalo  up  to  midnight 
of  fifth  day  from  and  including  day  of 
sale.  The  rates  provided  by  this  section 
not  to  apply  from  points  adjacent  to  Buf- 
falo where  $1.00  added  to  one  fare  will 
create  an  abnormal  rate.  4.  Special 
coach  excursions.  One  cent  per  mile  per 
capita  in  each  direction,  short  line  dis- 
tances, continuous  passage  tickets  going 
and  returning,  to  be  good  in  coaches  only; 
good  leaving  Buffalo  up  to  midnight  of 
the  third  day  from  and  including  date  of 
sale.  5.  On  all  through  tickets  reading 
east  of  Buffalo,  privilege  of  stop  over  for 
10  days  may  be  granted  at  Buffalo,  by  de- 
posit of  ticket  with  joint  agent  at  that 
point  and  payment  of  fee  of  one  dollar. 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  is  not  correct,  detach  thii 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us: 


Change  Ordered  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRE88. 

Name  Division  fto.. 

Box  or  Street  and  No  


Postoffice  State—. 

OLD  ADDRES8 

Postojfi.ce  State-.. 


Sort  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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BECK-Brother  A.  H.  Beck.  Division  98,  Monteomery,  Ala. 

Bruen- Brother  C.  H.  Bruen.  Division  43.  E.  Syracuse.  N.  V. 

Bar  rick — Wife  of  Brother  V,  T.  Barrick.  Division  369.  Parkersburg.  W.  Va, 

BROOKS-Brother  J.  W.  Brooks.  Division  329.  Sprinefield.  Ohio. 

CANEY-Brother  J.  B.  Caney.  Division  100.  Columbus.  O. 
Colema n — Brother  R.  B.  Coleman,  Division  71.  Columbus.  Ga. 
Coleman—  Brother  William  Coleman,  Division  112,  Centralia,  111. 
Cornelius— Brother  W.  J.  Cornelius.  Division  382,  Nevada.  Mo. 
CARfttGAN— Brother  D.  G,  Carriean,  Division  198,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Campbell— Mother  of  Brother  C.  R.  Campbell.  Division  60.  Sedalia.  Mo. 
Coplan— Brother  Joseph  Coplan,  Division  139.  Knoxville.  Tenn. 


DRivER-Brother  D.  H,  Driver.  Division  279.  Water  Valley.  Miss. 
Donaldson — Brother  J.  S.  Donaldson.  Division  24.  St.  Albans.  Vt. 

Egan— Brother  J.  W.  EKan.  Division  159.  Mexico.  Mexico. 

FOOTE— Son  of  Brother  E.  N.  Foote.  Division  141.  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 


Hollowav— Brother  W.  Holloway.  Division  290.  Paducah.  Ky. 
HAYS-Brother  P.  J.  Hays.  Division  291.  Hoboken,  N.  J. 
HovT-Brother  M.  C.  Hoyt.  Division  26.  Toledo.  Ohio. 

In GERSOLL— Brother  J.  S.  Ineersoll,  Division  212,  Slater.  Mo. 

Johnson— Brother  E.  L.  Johnson.  Division  241.  DeSoto.  Mo. 

Kendall— Brother  A.  W.  Kendal],  Division  146,  Fitchburs,  Mass. 

Martin— Daughter  of  Brother  H.  Martin.  Division  100.  Columbus.  Ohio, 
Moore — Brother  W.  E.Moore.  Division 44,  Denver,  Colo. 
Misenhk—  Brother  G.  C.  Misener,  Division  353,  Estberville.  la. 

Nelson— Brother  F.  Nelson.  Division  394.  S.  McAlester,  1.  T. 

Reaves— Brother  M.  W.  Reaves.  Division  361.  Valley  Junction.  Iowa. 

Shimm— Mother  of  Brother  Otis  Saimm.  Division  44.  Denver,  Colo- 
SMiTH-Brotber  J.  W.  Smith,  Division  241.  DeSoto.  Mo. 
SHiRK-Brother  H.  B.  Shirk.  Division  313,  Tucson,  Ariz, 
Smith— Wife  of  Brother  H.  A.  Smith.  Division  314.  Allegheny.  Pa. 
Scellinger— Wife  of  Brother  M.  E.  Skellinger.  Division  9.  Elmlra.  N.  Y. 
Spinner— Mother  of  Brother  C.  E.  Spinner.  Division  83.  Louisville.  Ky. 
Smiley- Wife  of  Brother  W.  F.  Smiley.  Division  141.  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 

iHOMPSoN— Brother  C.  C.  Thompson.  Division 230.  New  Franklin.  Mo. 

Torn  boll— Mother-in-law  of  Brother  J.  Roush.  Division  369.  ParktrsbnrK.W.  Va. 

Wattles— Wife  of  Brother  H.  L.  Wattles.  Division  85,  Winslow,  Ariz. 
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BY  W.  D.  ANDERSON. 


"There's  no  use  talking,  boys;  it's  sure 
death  for  any  man  to  take  the  place,  and 
I  don't  believe  that  we've  done  just  right 
in  putting  Tom  Grave's  neck  in  the  hal- 
ter simply  because  he  is  willing  to  act  as 
our  chairman.  Now,  there  was  Gray  and 
Belden;  both  lost  out  in  less  than  a  year 
after  they  were  elected.  Now,  here  comes 
Tom ,  who  we  all  know  is  honor  itself, 
and  who  has  a  head  longer  than  a  tele- 
graph pole  when  it  comes  to  seein' 
through  troubles.  He  will  lose  out  same 
as  Gray  and  Belden;  see  if  he  don't." 

The  speaker  was  one  of  a  little  group 
congregated  in  the  conductors*  room  on 
the  line  of  the  M.  &  S.,  and  seemed  to  be 
earnestly  persuading  his  fellows  that  the 
election  of  one  of  their  number  to  the  po- 
sition of  chairman  of  committee  of  ad- 
justment was  equivalent  to  dismissal. 

"Let's  look  at  it  from  a  practical  point 
of  view,  once,  Rogers.  Now,  when  Gray 
went  before  the  old  man  with  our  list  of 
grievances,  he  was  accorded  only  the 
most  courteous  treatment,  and,  you  re- 
member very  well  that  he  came  back  with 
nearly  every  request  granted.  I  don't 
think  that  his  dismissal  had  anything  to 
do  with  it.   Don't  look  reasonable." 

"But,  see  here,  Whatley;  how  do  you 
account  for  Belden 's  dismissal  in  less 
than  eight  months  after  he  took  the 
chairmanship?  One  succeeded  the  other, 
not  only  as  chairman  but  to  the  other's 
run.  Now.  Tom  Graves  succeeded  to  the 
run  vacated  by  Belden,  and  is  also  elect- 
ed chairman  of  the  committee.  See  if 
old  Ben  Rogers'  prediction  don't  come 
true." 


"But,  see  here,  Ben;  there  was  old  Un- 
cle George  Hunter,  who  served  nearly 
seven  years  as  chairman,  and  who  held 
the  run  that  Graves  now  has,  until  he 
died.  Why  didn't  they  tie  the  can  to 
him?" 

"Well,  it  might  have  been  because  old 
George  had  a  family,  and  they  pitied  him; 
but  Gray  and  Belden  were  single  men 
and  they  let  them  out;  so  is  Tom  Graves 
a  single  man;  now,  see  if  he  don't  go,  too." 

"Well,  I  will  say  this  much,  Ben;  that  if 
the  management  let  out  Tom  Graves,  they 
will  let  out  the  best  man  who  ever 
punched  a  ticket.  Tom  began  with  the 
company  while  only  a  boy,  and  has 
worked  himself  up  to  his  present  posi- 
tion. He  has  a  cool  head  under  all  cir- 
cumstances,, and  is  just  the  man  to  con- 
trol the  men,  for  he  has  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  every  one  of  them." 

"Yes,  and  of  the  management,  too,  for 
that  matter;  but  he  will  have  to  go;  see  if 
he  don't." 

As  Ben  finished  speaking  the  door 
opened  and  a  well  built  man,  in  the  uni- 
form of  a  conductor,  stood  upon  the 
threshold.  He  was  a  man  whose  pres- 
ence would  attract  attention  anywhere. 
The  dark  eyes  had  a  magnetism  about 
them  that  seemed  to  penetrate,  while  the 
square  set  jaw  at  once  convinced  one  that 
his  was  a  determined  character.  A  per- 
fect set  of  teeth,  white  as  ivory,  showed 
beneath  his  mustache  as  he  smiled.  It 
was  Tom  Graves.  He  had  just  heard 
Ben's  last  sentence,  and  had  noticed  the 
intense  earnestness  in  which  it  was  ut- 
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tered.  Then,  in  all  the  mock  seriousness 
he  could  assume,  he  said : 
"  'Quoth  the  raven :  'Nevermore !'  " 
There  was  no  mistaking  the  heartiness 
of  the  greeting  that  was  accorded  him, 
and,  finally,  when  he  had  taken  his  seat 
among  them,  they  waited  with  equal  eag- 
erness for  him  to  speak  of  the  result  of 
his  appeal  to  the  management  for  several 
desired  changes  in  conditions.  When  the 
little  group  dissolved  each  man  felt  that 
Tom  Graves  was  the  only  man  who  could 
have  so  completely  accomplished  the 
many  knotty  problems  he  had  set  out  to 
solve. 

Two  hours  later  Tom  was  coming  from 
the  office  with  orders  in  hand,  and  mak- 
ing his  way  along  the  platform  thronged 
with  passengers  and  trucks  ladened  with 
baggage  and  express,  when  a  heavily 
ladened  truck,  that  was  being  pushed  by 
two  man,  was  seen  bearing  down  upon  a 
young  lady.  Tom's  quick  eye  took  in  the 
situation  in  an  instant.  He  threw  him- 
self between  the  person  of  the  lady  and 
the  truck,  pushing  her  out  of  the  way  of 
harm,  but  receiving  the  shock  himself, 
which  sent  him  heavily  upon  the  plat- 
form. Willing  hands  sprang  to  his  as- 
sistance, but  Tom  was  on  his  feet  in  an 
instant,  and  assured  those  having  the 
truck  in  charge  that  he  was  not  injured. 
He  raised  his  cap  gallantly  to  the  young 
lady,  and  said : 

"I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  seeming 
rudeness  in  thrusting  you  out  of  the  way 
as  I  did,  but  I  saw  no  other  way.  The 
truck  was  too  close  upon  you  to  give 
warning." 

"I  am  very  grateful  to  you,  but  I  fear 
you  are  suffering  injury  in  consequence; 
I  was  too  frightened  to  speak  before." 

"It  was  only  one  of  many  little  experi* 
ences  that  go  toward  making  up  the  life 
of  a  conductor,  and  need  not  be  men- 
tioned again.  I  am  glad  if  I  have  saved 
you  from  injury.  Are  you  to  be  one  of 
my  passengers?" 

"Yes;  I  am  going  to  St.  Louis." 

Tom  assisted  her  to  mount  the  step  and 
hurried  away  toward  the  engine.  Soon 
his  stentorian  "all  aboard"  was  heard, 
and  the  long  train  began  to  move  out  from 
under  the  sheds.  Tom's  work  was  no 
different  from  that  incident  to  every  con- 
ductor's.  He  passed  down  the  aisle,  can- 


celling a  ticket  here  and  cutting  a  duplex 
there,  at  the  same  time  answering  a 
gauntlet  of  questions  and  courteously 
giving  ear  to  this  one  and  that,  leaving  a 
satisfied  air  behind  him  plainly  marked 
upon  the  faces  of  his  passengers.  He  felt 
that  the  eyes  of  one  were  upon  him  long 
before  reaching  her  seat.  As  he  took  up 
her  ticket,  he  asked : 

"Are  you  quite  comfortable?" 

"Yes;  quite,"  she  answered  with  a 
smile;  "but  all  due  to  your  brave  act." 

Tom  felt  his  cheek  flush  under  the 
compliment,  and  said : 

"I  will  be  back  presently,  and  I  hope  I 
can  convince  you  that  you  think  altogeth- 
er too  much  of  such  a  trifle." 

When  Tom  returned  he  found  the  seat 
occupied  by  the  ticket  agent  of  the  M.  & 
N.,  who  was  engaging  his  fair  friend  in 
conversation.  He  heard  his  passenger 
exploiting  his  bravery  in  rescuing  her 
from  her  perilous  place  in  front  of  the 
truck,  and  heard  the  agent  say  that  it 
was  his  (Tom's)  duty  to  protect  his  pas- 
sengers from  dangers  of  this  nature,  and 
that  if  the  fault  was  called  to  the  man- 
agement's attention  he  would  undoubt- 
edly receive  a  reprimand.  As  Tom  could 
not  longer  occupy  his  position  behind 
them  without  lending  to  the  appearance 
that  he  was  eavesdropping,  he  made  his 
presence  known  by  a  hearty  slap  on  the 
back  of  the  agent. 

"Why,  Loomis,  you  lucky  dog,  you  have 
forestalled  me.  I  was  just  making  my 
way  toward  this  seat  myself." 

"Have  you  the  pleasure  of  Miss  Wynne's 
acquaintance,  Mr.  Graves?" 

"Yes,  and  no.  A  little  incident  threw 
us  together  just  before  we  pulled  out  of 
Springfield,  which  led  Miss  Wynne  to  re- 
gard me  in  the  light  of  a  hero;  and  I  told 
her  I  would  return  when  I  had  worked 
my  train  and  try  to  convince  her  that  she 
held  such  a  trivial  service  too  high." 

"Yes,  I  have  told  Miss  Wynne  that 
much.  We  are  old  acquaintances,  by  the 
way,  and,  I  might  add,  the  best  of  friends. 
Of  course,  if  you  feel  that  any  further  ex- 
pressions of  gratitude  are  due  you,  I  will 
thank  you  for  Miss  Wynne,"  said  Loomis, 
with  a  deprecative  gesture. 

"Not  at  all,  Loomis.  I  am  satisfied  that 
you  will  explain  away  any  impression  she 
may  entertain  on  that  score.   Any  one 
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would  have  done  as  much,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  Mr.  Loom  is  would  have  done  the 
same  had  fortune  favored  him  with  op- 
portunity to  save  so  fair  a  one,"  said 
Tom,  looking  now  for  the  first  time  into 
the  appealing:  eyes  of  Miss  Wynne. 

"Possibly  that  is  true,  but  we  cannot 
help  but  admire  the  spirit  that  prompts  a 
brave  deed/ '  said  Miss  Wynne. 

"Miss  Wynne  is  quite  set  in  her  ideas, 


enemy's  battery  and  showed  Miss  Wynne 
that  he  was  not  responsible  for  the  safe- 
ty of  his  passengers  while  the  train  was 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  depot  mas- 
ter. He  did  not  get  further  opportunity 
for  conversation  before  arriving  at  St. 
Louis.  He  noted  the  bored  look  upon  her 
face  as  she  sat  listening  to  Loomis,  who 
evidently  was  a  poor  entertainer,  and  saw 
her  turn  her  face  and  gaze  out  of  the  win- 


NO  FLAG  OUT— THB  USUAL  RESULT.    SWITCHING  OUT  OP  STATION  LIMITS.    COLLISION  BETWEEN 

SNOW  PLOW  AND  FREIGHT  TRAIN. 


and  I  fear  that  I  will  have  a  considerable 
task  to  prove  myself  not  guilty,"  said 
Tom,  laughing.  "She  shares  the  belief 
with  yourself,  too,  that  the  responsibility 
of  the  baggage  department  rests  upon  the 
poor  conductor,"  Tom  said,  giving  Miss 
Wynne  a  sly  wink.  "I  guess  we  can  con- 
vince her  that  her  impressions  are  con- 
siderably magnified  if  we  try,"  said  Tom, 
turning  away. 

Tom  did  not  deign  to  notice  the  covert 
sneer  that  Loomis  gave  him,  although  he 
felt  the  sting.  He  felt  grateful,  however, 
for  the  look  which  Miss  Wynne  gave  him, 
as  it  assured  him  he  had  unmasked  his 


.  dow,  at  intervals,  as  if  seeking  relief  from 
his  society. 

When  at  last  the  train  rolled  into  St. 
Louis,  Tom  stationed  himself  at  the  step 
of  the  car  from  which  she  would  emerge. 
Loomis  had  her  traps,  and  was  leading 
the  way.  As  he  took  her  hand  to  assist 
her,  she  said: 

"I  shall  extend  to  you  an  invitation  to 
call  ■  upon  me,  that  I  may  thank  you  as 
you  deserve.  Will  you  come,  Mr.  Graves? 
This  will  be  my  address— that  of  my  un- 
cle," putting  a  card  in  his  hand.  "And 
I  shall  be  at  home  any  time  to  you." 

Tom  could  not  conceal  the  pleasure  he 
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felt,  and  assured  her  that  on  his  return 
trip  he  would  avail  himself  of  her  kind 
invitation.  He  saw  Loomis  put  her  care- 
fully in  a  cab,  then  lift  his  hat  courteous- 
ly and  walk  away. 

"Well,  if  that  duckdon'tbeat  the  band! 
I  must  be  stepping  on  his  corns  pretty 
hard.  I  never  thought  Loomis  a  bad  fel- 
low—but I  guess  every-  fellow  has  his 
cross  grain,  and  I  have  certainly  found 
his  today.  She  is  as  sweet  as  a  peach, 
and  one  could  not  altogether  blame  him 
for  feeling  a  touch  of  the  green-eyed 
monster  if  she  ever  became  entwined 
about  one's  heart,"  mused  Tom,  as  he 
made  his  way  to  the  telegraph  office. 
"Bob  Gray  once  told  me  that  Loomis  act- 
ed like  a  big  chump  over  some  slight  at- 
tention he  paid  to  a  certain  young  lady 
on  his  train,  and  I'll  be  hanged  if  I  don't 
believe  this  is  the  same  lady!  Come  to 
think  about  it,  they  had  some  words 
which  resulted  in  bad  blood  between 
them.  Well,  I  guess  they  are  not  so  good 
friends  after  all,  if  her  actions  signify 
anything.   By  Jove,  I'll  do  it!" 

What  Tom  intended  to  do  we  can  only 
surmise,  as  his  final  exclamation  leaves 
us  entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  his  purpose. 
Sufficient  to  say  that  on  his  return  trip 
Tom  found  himself  looking  for  the  num- 
ber engrossed  upon  a  card  he  held  in  his 
hand. 

Miss  Wynne  related  her  adventure  to 
her  uncle  and  aunt  that  evening,  both  of 
whom  commended  the  brave  act  of  Tom 
Graves,  and  expressed  a  desire  to  meet 
him  and  thank  him.  She  had  thus  paved 
the  way  for  their  consent  to  permit  him 
to  call  at  their  home,  and  she  informed 
them  that  they  should  soon  have  that 
pleasure,  as  she  had  extended  to  hhn  an 
invitation  to  call  that  evening. 

'•And,  now,  auntie,  I  want  to  tell  you 
something  else.  For  a  long  time  Mr. 
Loomis,  our  ticket  agent,  has  been  very 
attentive  to  me.  At  first  I  enjoyed  his 
little  attentions,  and  I  accompanied  him 
to  several  places  of  amusement;  but  af- 
ter a  while  I  learned  that  he  possessed  a 
cynical  disposition,  and  it  seemed  to  chill 
me  when  he  came  near  me.  These  same 
attentions  after  a  while  became  annoying 
to  me,  until  finally  I  refused  to  go  with 
him  any  place.  On  all  of  my  trips  to  visit 
you  he  has  accompanied  me.   At  first  I 


thought  it  merely  a  coincidence  that  took 
him  over  the  line  when  I  came,  but  after 
a  while  I  became  convinced  that  he  did  it 
to  accompany  me.  I  have  not  been  here 
since  autumn,  and  he  told  me  today  that 
he  had  only  been  to  St.  Louis  twice  dur- 
ing this  time,  yet  today  he  came  again 
and  urged  me  to  say  what  day  I  would  re- 
turn. His  attentions  are  very  annoying 
to  me  now,  and  I  wish  he  would  discon- 
tinue them.  He  treated  Mr.  Graves  very 
discourteously  today,  and  tried  every 
means  within  his  power  to  belittle  his 
services  that  he  so  nobly  rendered  me. 
Its  effect  was  not  lost  upon  Mr.  Graves, 
either,  for  he  replied  in  a  manner  that  left 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  he  knew  what 
a  contemptible  spirit  controlled  Mr. 
Loomis'  utterances.  Now,  auntie,  what 
should  I  do?" 

"He's  a  contemptible  sneak!  That's 
what  he  is.  His  brother  is  general  pass- 
enger and  ticket  agent  of  the  M.  &  N., 
but  he  will  have  to  look  for  a  new  posi- 
tion if  Robert  Shields  says  so.  I  own 
some  stock  in  that  line  myself,  and  I  will 
use  my  influence  to  secure  his  release  if 
he  attempts  any  more  of  his  attentions," 
said  Mr.  Shields,  bringing  his  clenched 
hand  down  with  vehemence. 

"Hush,  Robert.  This  was  not  for  your 
ears.  Mayne  intended  it  for  mine  alone. 
Do  not  allow  yourself  to  become  excited, 
dear.  Her's  are  girlish  troubles,  and  you 
must  not  come  between  our  confidences." 

"She  is  my  sister's  child,  and  having 
none  of  my  own  her  troubles  appeal  to 
me  more  keenly,  perhaps,  because  of  that 
fact,  and  I  cannot  help  resenting  any  at- 
tempts which  tend  to  make  her  unhap- 
py." 

"Well,  that  is  true,  dear;  but  take  up 
your  paper  and  allow  us  to  find  a  remedy 
our  own  way,"  said  Mrs.  Shields,  going 
over  and  placing  her  arms  around  his 
neck  affectionately. 

"Well,  I  suppose  I  must  yield,  but  re- 
member, if  I  ever  hear  of  him  forcing  any 
of  his  unwelcome  attentions  upon  my 
Mayne—"  He  stopped  short,  with  a  look 
upon  his  face  that  betokened  his  deter- 
mination to  carry  to  the  extreme  any 
measure  he  sec  his  mind  to  perform. 

A  peal  of  the  bell  announced  a  visitor. 
A  card  bearing  the  name  "Tom  Graves" 
was  ushered  in. 
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"Tom  Graves,  did  you  say,  mother? 
Show  him  in." 

Mr.  Shields  laid  aside  his  paper,  and 
when  Tom  entered  he  felt  at  once  that 
Mayne's  influence  pervaded  that  house- 
hold. The  hearty  welcome  was  more  of 
the  nature  of  a  welcome  to  one  of  the 
family  than  to  an  entire  stranger,  and  he 
was  made  to  feel  at  home  at  once. 

When  Tom  Graves  left  the  Shields' 
home  that  evening,  he  left  his  heart  be- 
hind, but  carried  with  him  a  warm  invi- 


ure,  she  thought.  She  often  had  found 
herself  thinking  of  him  now;  watching 
for  him  to  come,  and  waiting  almost  im- 
patiently if,  through  any  cause  of  delay 
to  his  train,  he  was  detained.  Would  he 
be  pleased  to  see  her  wear  this  or  that, 
frequently  led  her  to  worry  not  a  little  as 
to  how  she  should  attire  herself.  She  was 
quite  alone  when  the  hall  bell  was  heard. 
She  attended  the  summons  herself  and 
showed  him  in.  She  welcomed  him  warm- 
ly, and  led  him  to  a  chair  near  the 
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tation  to  come  as  often  as  he  could  make 
it  convenient. 

During  the  long  summer  months  this 
opportunity  was  literally  fulfilled,  and 
autumn  found  them  planning  further 
pleasures  that  added  to  their  already 
happy  state.  It  was  Tom's  night  in,  and 
Mayne  was  eagerly  waiting  the  hour 
when  he  should  arrive.  She  had  ar- 
ranged a  little  surprise  for  him,  in  hav- 
ing decided  to  go  home  with  him  on  his 
return  trip,  something  she  had  been  de- 
cided upon  for  a  week,  but  which  she  had 
withheld  from  him.   Would  it  be  a  pleas- 


hearth. 

"Your  train  was  late  tonight,  Mr.  - 
Graves?" 

"Only  ten  minutes— but — but— say,  Miss 
Wynne,  do  you  believe  in  telepathy?" 

"I  don't  know;  but  why  do  you  ask  me 
that?" 

"I  wondered  how  you  should  know  my 
train  was  ten  minutes  late." 

"You  told  me,"  she  said,  laughing.  So 
that  explodes  any  theory  you  may  have 
about  telepathy. 

"I  have  a  surprise  for  you.  I  will  be 
your  passenger  tomorrow.    I  am  going 
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home,"  she  said,  suddenly  changing  the 
subject  with  a  tact  that  women  alone  can 
employ  to  free  themselves  from  an  en- 
tangling subject. 

"1  will  not  be  on  the  run,"  said  Tom 
gravely. 

She  saw  an  anxious  expression  on  his 
face,  and  during  their  conversation  had 
imagined  she  saw  that  look  of  anxiety 
several  times. 

"You  are  not  ill?" 

"Not  of  body,  but  of  mind,"  Tom  said, 
smiling.  "We  must  expect  these  ups  and 
downs  in  a  railroad  life,  however,  and 
when  we  reach  the  summit  and  shoot 
down  the  other  side,  it  would  be  unman- 
ly to  break  down  simply  because  we  must 
begin  the  ascent  again." 

"You  don't  mean  that  you  are  " 

"Discharged.  Yes,  I  imagine  that  is 
the  purport  of  the  message  I  have.  'De- 
liver your  train  box.  and  outfit  at  office  at 
9  a.  m.  tomorrow,'  it  says." 

"I  am  surg  there  is  some  terrible  mis- 
take. No  reasons  could  exist  for  your 
dismissal,  I  am  sure.  You  are  too  hon- 
orable—too brave  a  man  to  do  wrong." 

"Thank  you,  Mayne— Miss  Wynne- 
pardon  me.  I  appreciate'  all  you  say,  and 
will  say  further  that  I  have  never  done  a 
dishonest  act  or  one  calculated  to  bring 
a  stain  upon  my  name  during  my  whole 
life.  It  is  not  my  dismissal  that  bears 
upon  me.  I  have  every  hope  in  my  heart 
that  I  will  soon  be  able  to  reach  the  top 
again.  But  not  here;  I  must  go  far  away 
—away  from  home,  friends— and  you, 
Mayne.  You  cannot  appreciate  this  last, 
the  hardest  blow  of  all  for  me,  for  it 
seems  like  severing  the  cords  of  my 
heart." 

Tom's  head  bowed  as  if  in  submission 
to  a  decree  of  exile.  Mayne  stood  for  an 
instant  only,  then  he  heard  the  rustle  of 
skirts  by  his  side  as  she  knelt  there.  He 
felt  her  hand  upon  his  arm. 

"Let  me  be  your  friend,  will  you?  The 
parting  would  pain  me,  too— how  much  I 
cannot  tell  you.  There  is  a  terrible  mis- 
take. You  are  not  guilty  of  wrong.  You 
are  too  noble,  too  good  to  be  guilty  of  an 
crime  or  offense  justifying  your  dis- 
missal." 

"Mayne,  forgive  me  if  I  appeared  un- 
manly. I  love  you,  and  the  thought  that 
I  must  go  away  from  you  nearly  broke 


my  heart.  You  have  become  a  part  of  my 
life  and  constitute  my  happiest  thoughts. 
I  had  no  intention  at  present  of  speaking 
to  you  of  this,  but  in  my  unhappy  hour  I 
opened  my  heart  to  you.  Will  you  look 
into  your  own  heart  and  see  if  there  is 
not  enough  love  there  to  warrant  you  in 
the  belief  that  you  could  be  Tom  Graves 
wife?" 

"Tom,  I  do  love  you.  I  have  loved  you 
since  you  saved  me  by  sacrificing  your- 
self that  day  when  I  stood  in  the  way  of 
the  truck.  I  know  I  could  be  happy  as 
the  wife  of  so  noble  a  man  as  you." 

Tom  helped  her  to  arise,  and  as  she 
stood  at  his  side  he  felt  that  no  nobler 
woman  had  ever  been  won.  The  pride  he 
felt  in  winning  her  made  the  troubles  he 
had  felt  sink  into  insignificance,  and  with 
it  came  the  determination  to  vindicate  his 
character. 

"Mayne,  your  love  gives  me  strength 
to  endure  any  trial,  and  inspires  me  with 
a  determination  to  vindicate  my  name  of 
the  charges  which  have  brought  about  my 
dismissal.  I  feel  sure  that  something 
must  turn  up  to  aid  me  in  securing  audi- 
ence so  that  I  can  make  my  appeal.  It  is 
the  custom  of  the  M.  &  N.  to  give  no  au- 
dience in  cases  where  dishonesty  is  es- 
tablished. They  listen  to  no  appeal  for 
reasons  for  dismissal,  nor  will  they  give 
reasons  when  dismissal  comes  through 
alleged  dishonesty.  Their  patent  trade* 
mark  is  woven  in  the  missive  they  send 
to  their  conductors,  and  is  substantially 
the  same  as  that  received  by  me  today. 
If  I  am  correct  in  my  surmises  I  will  be 
granted  no  audience,  nor  will  I  be  fur- 
nished with  any  reason  for  my  dismissal." 

"I  have  concluded  that  I  will  remain 
here,  Tom,  until  I  hear  from  you.  Will 
you  tell  me  what  the  result  of  your  visit 
to  the  office  brings  about?  Remember, 
dearest,  'where  thou  goest  I  will  go.'  " 

"I  had  almost  forgotten  that  I  have  one 
here  who  is  willing  to  share  all  my  joys 
and  sorrows.  I  have  so  long  borne  them 
alone  that  it  seemed  but  natural  that  I 
should  think  for  myself  and  act  for  my- 
self; but  you,  Mayne,  must  not  bear  too 
heavy  a  part.  I  will  try  to  make  your 
burdens  those  of  happiness  rather  than 
of  cares,  and  your  life  one  of  sunshine 
rather  than  of  sadness,  ^n^gforget- 
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ting  the  willing  spirit  to  stand  by  me  in 
distress." 

When  Tom  went  away  that  evening  his 
heart  was  light,  notwithstanding  his 
thoughts  at  times  dwelt  upon  the  mor- 
row. Mayne  was  very  happy,  bnt  in  her 
happiness  she  did  not  forget  the  anxious 
look  that  had  been  the  first  cloud  she  had 
ever  seen  cross  the  face  of  her  betrothed. 
Her  woman's  mind  went  to  work  to  clear 


hushed  and  an  awkward  silence  pre- 
vailed. There  was  an  unspoken  sympa- 
thy in  the  face  of  everyone  as  they  waited 
for  Tom  to  speak,  for  they  knew  his  er- 
rand there. 

"Is  Mr.  Roberts  engaged?"  he  finally 
asked  the  chief  clerk. 

"I  will  see.  Be  seated,  Mr.  Graves," 
he  said,  placing  a  chair  at  his  disposal. 

"He  will  see  you,"  he  said,  a  moment 
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the  mystery  and*,  if  possible,  aid  in  bring- 
ing about  a  vindication. 

At  the  hour  designated  in  the  message 
Tom  climbed  the  stair  leading  to  the  office 
where  he  had  so  often  gone  to  appeal  for 
others.  He  was  now  going  to  appeal  for 
himself.  Would  he  be  successful  in 
learning  what  charges  had  been  preferred 
against  himself?  These  were  thoughts 
uppermost  in  mind.  As  he  entered  the 
outer  office,  adjacent  to  that  of  the  gen- 
eral superintendent,  the  eyes  of  every 
clerk  seemed  to  look  pityingly  upon  him, 
and  every  head  bowed  a  grave  good 
morning.    Typewriters   were  suddenly 


later,  coming  out  of  that  office. 

As  Tom  entered  Mr.  Roberts  arose  and, 
designating  a  chair  opposite  that  which 
he  occupied,  said: 

"Sit  down,  Graves;  I  will  be  ready  to 
talk  to  you  in  a  minute." 

Then,  after  an  interval  which  seemed  to 
Tom  an  hour,  he  wheeled  his  chair  about 
and  said: 

"What  can  I  do  for  you  this  morning?" 

"Nothing;  we  are  quite  satisfied  along 
the  line,  and  I  assure  you  a  very  harmo- 
nious feeling  exists  everywhere.  But  you 
are  probably  aware  of  the  reason  of  my 
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visit,"  said  Tom,  extending  the  message 
he  had  received. 

"Yes,  our  relations  have  been  such  as 
to  make  the  duty  I  have  to  perform  one 
that  I  regret.  I  wish  to  prelude  what  I 
say  by  telling  you  that  I  have  always  en- 
tertained for  you  the  very  highest  regard, 
not  only  as  an  employe  of  this  company, 
but  as  a  gentleman,  and  the  decision  of 
the  general  manager  to  dispense  with 
your  services  came  very  unexpectedly  to 
me,  and  caused  me  to  deplore  the  cir- 
cumstance which  has  led  to  this  decision. 
I  have  instructions  to  present  you  with  a 
copy  of  that  decision,  which  merely  says 
that  the  company  will  dispense  with  your 
services  after  this  date." 

"What  is  charged?" 

"There  are  no  charges  attached;  it  is 
simply  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
general  manager  to  dispense  with  your 
services." 

"Mr.  Roberts,  there  is  but  one  charge 
in  the  category  of  charges  which  sub- 
jects an  employe  to  dismissal  without 
hearing.  I  am  speaking  from  precedent 
now,  and  I  believe  that  I  have  the  right 
to  assume  that  this  is  true  in  my  case. 
If  this  be  true,  and  I  am  charged  with 
making  appropriations  of  the  company's 
property  it  is  my  right  to  know  it,  and 
justice  demands  that  I  be  given  a  hear- 
ing in  the  charges,  and  to  have  oppor- 
tunity to  defend  myself.  You  have  al- 
ready expressed  a  favorable  opinion  as  to 
my  integrity.  I  thank  you.  You  have 
heretofore  given  my  statements  in  behalf 
of  others  your  careful  consideration. 
From  the  results  of  your  investigations 
and  consequent  decisions  in  our  favor  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  you  found 
them  correct  in  every  particular.  This 
leads  me  to  believe  that  I  enjoy  your  con- 
fidence. Now,  I  wish  to  make  a  state- 
ment upon  my  honor  to  you,  and  I  ask 
you  to  give  it  the  same  careful  consider- 
ation you  have  given  my  statements  here- 
tofore. 

I  am  innocent  of  any  dishonest  act, 
and  I  ask  you  to  give  me  opportunity 
to  prove  my  innocence,  which  I  can 
only  do  by  being  presented  with  a 
copy  of  the  charges.   Will  you  do  this?" 

"I  have  no  access  to  these  charges  and 
I  am  as  utterly  in  the  dark  as  yourself. 
You  have  my  permission  and  my  best 


wishes  go  with  you  in  any  effort  to  se- 
cure this  information  from  the  general 
manager." 

This  terminated  the  interview,  and  as 
Tom  stepped  out  into  the  clerks'  office  he 
was  presented  with  a  voucher  for  his  pay 
by  the  chief  clerk,  who  said: 

"Mr.  Graves,  we  all  hate  to  see  you  go. 
Can  I  do  anything  for  you  by  way  of 
transportation  anywhere?" 

"No,  not  today,  thank  you.  But  you 
may  write  me  a  request  upon  the  general 
manager  for  an  audience,  if  you  will,  and 
lay  it  upon  his  table.  Say  to  him  that  I 
will  call  for  his  answer  at  this  hour  to- 
morrow." 

When  Tom  reached  the  street  he  did  not 
know  which  way  to  turn.  His  mind  was 
engrossed  with  thoughts  leading  up  to 
his  dismissal,  and  for  once  in  life  he  had 
no  objective  point.  He  walked  on, 
reached  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Sixth 
streets  before  he  took  any  note  of  his 
surroundings.  Here  he  stopped  as  if  in 
doubt  what  to  do  next. 

"I  promised  Mayne  that  I  would  go  to 
her  at  once,  and  tell  her  of  my  success 
or  failure,"  he  murmured;  "but  this  does 
seem  to  be  a  mighty  unseasonable  hour 
to  call  there.  But,  after  all,  she  is  my 
affianced,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  go  there  as 
I  promised  her  I  would.   So,  here  goes!" 

The  last  sentence,  aloud,  caused  sev- 
eral persons  who  heard  him  to  turn  and 
look.  If  they  expected  to  see  him  com- 
mit some  rash  act,  following  his  ex- 
pressed determination  "here  goes,"  they 
were  mistaken,  for  Tom  merely  caught  a 
passing  car  going  in  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Shields'  residence. 

The  greeting  between  Tom  and  Mayne 
was  affectionate  indeed.  She  noted  the 
look  of  disappointment  in  his  eyes,  but 
with  her  woman's  tact  kept  his  mind 
from  the  subject  until  they  were  quite 
alone  after  luncheon.  If  he  had  been  treat- 
ed with  consideration  heretofore  it  was 
doubly  manifest  now  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Shields  and  his  estimable  wife.  He  was 
made  to  feel  at  home  and  was  given  the 
assurance  that  they  expected  him  to  make 
their  home  his  own  while  he  remained  in 
the  city.  After  luncheon  Tom  and  Mayne 
excused  themselves  from  their  hostess 
and  went  to  the  library  where  they  were 
quite  alone. 
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"I  read  by  your  expression  that  you 
were  unsuccessful,  dearest;  but  what 
were  the  features  of  the  interview?' '  said 
Mayne  entwining  her  arms  about  his 
neck. 

"I  fonnd  it  as  I  had  feared.   I  was  not 


right  of  the  general  "manager  to  pass 
upon  the  nature  of  the  case  without  -as- 
signing reasons.  I  have  asked  an  audi- 
ence with  the  general  manager  tomorrow, 
but  really,  I  have  no  hope  that  he  will 
grant  it.   I  have  tried  to  open  similar 
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able  to  get  any  information  as  to  the  rea- 
sons for  my  dismissal.  Mr.  Roberts  as- 
sured me  of  his  confidence  in  my  integ- 
rity, but  told  me  that  he  had  no  access  to 
the  charges;  or,  in  other  words  that  he 
did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  question  the 


cases  for  Gray  and  Bel  den,  but  I  have 
been  unsuccessful.  They  absolutely  re- 
fuse to  discuss  the  matter." 

"Were  those  men  dismissed  for  alleged 
dishonesty,  too?" 

"Yes;  and  both  were  as  honest  as  the 
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day  is  long.  I  am  sure  .they  were  inno- 
cent." 

"I  knew  them  both,  and  favorably,  too. 
I  used  to  ride  with  them  frequently,  and 
I  am  indebted  to  them  for  many  little 
kindnesses.  It  was  upon  Mr.  Gray's 
train  that  Mr.  Loomis  first  showed  the 
spirit  that  incurred  my  dislike  of  him. 
He  treated  him  much  the  same  as  he 
treated  you.  Then,  again,  that  same 
spirit  broke  out  against  Mr.  Belden  one 
day  when;  I  was  coming  here.  Mr.  Bel- 
den resented  it,  and  for  a  long  time  they 
were  anything  but  friends,  in  fact,  I  be- 
lieve that  up  to  the  time  that  Mr.  Belden 
left  the  road  they  showed  an  unfriendly 
feeling  for  each  other." 

"If  Sherlock  Holmes  were  here  and 
given  possession  of  those  facts  he  would 
be  able  to  establish  my  innocence  from 
them  in  some  way  or  another,"  said  Tom, 
laughing.;  "First  Gray's  attention  leads 
Loomis  to  make  unsavory  remarks,  and 
later  he  ;  is  dismissed.  Then  Belden 
comes  along,  and  he  travels  identically 
the  same  bath  and  meets  the  same  fate. 
Now  GraVes  is  the  victim.  I  guess  we 
will  wait  until  Sherlock  comes  along  and 
turn  the  case  over  to  him." 

Both  laughed  at  the  strange  coinci- 
dence, but  if  they  had  been  able  to  see 
beneath  the  surface  they  would  have  seen 
they  were  not  so  far  from  the  organic 
reason  after  all,  that  led  to  the  dismissal 
of  the  men  they  were  discussing. 

"Tom,  dearest,  I  have  made  aunt  ac- 
quainted with  the  relation  we  bear  to  each 
■other,  and  have  also  told  her  all  about  the 
matter  of  i your  dismissal.  She  approves 
your  suit,;  and  has  expressed  herself  deep- 
ly in  sympathy  with  you.  She  wishes  to 
talk  to  you;  and  uncle,  too,  has  expressed 
himself  as  wishing  to  have  a  private  talk 
with  you  as  well.  If  you  wish  I  will  send 
them  here  now?" 

The  nature  of  Mrs.  Shields'  interview 
with  Tom  was  that  of  a  mother  whose 
maternal  affection  for  her  daughter 
prompted  her  to  talk  to  him  of  her  wel- 
fare. She  said : 

"Thomas,  I  am  giving  her  to  you  for 
her  own  mother,  whom,  I  am  sure,  will 
approve  my  choice  of  a  husband  for  their 
daughter.  I  shall  write  to  her  today  and 
repeat  your  assurances  to  me,  together 
with  your  request  for  the  hand  of  their 


daughter.  You  need  not  fear  her  answer. 
I  will  now  leave  you  with  Mr.  Shields, 
who  has  something  to  say  to  you." 

Mr.  Shields  wheeled  his  chair  near  Tom 
as  the  door  closed,  and  said  : 

"Be  seated,  Tom;  here,  by  me.  What  is 
this  they  are  telling  me  of  your  discharge 
from  the  company's  service?" 

Tom  related  the  details  of  the  case  to 
him  as  unreservedly  as  if  he  were  his 
own  father,  and  expressed  his  determina- 
tion, for  Mayne's  sake,  to  clear  his.  name 
of  any  odious  charge  that  might  be  rest- 
ing against  it  on  the  books  of  the  com- 
pany. 

"I  have  never  done  a  dishonorable  act 
in  my  life,  Mr.  Shields.  And  now  that  I 
have  one  who  puts  implicit  faith  in  me,  I 
want  to  show  her  that  the  same  is  still 
true  of  me." 

"We  all  have  faith  in  you,  Tom.  You 
are  our  boy,  now;  and  I  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  general  manager 
will  give  you  an  audience  tomorrow;  and 
I  believe,  further,  that  he  will  give  you  a 
chance  to  prove  your  innocence  of  the 
charges  against  you,  if  there  be  any;  at 
any  rate  I  believe  that  he  will  give  you 
the  reason  which  prompted  hjm  to  take 
you  from  your. run." 

"I  wish  I  could  share  that,  belief ,  Mr. 
Shields;  but  I  have  tried  to  re-open  cases 
of  a  similar  nature  before  this  and  have 
failed." 

"Well,  my  boy,  you  must  not  look  at 
the  dark  side  of  these  affairs.  Keep  up 
your  courage,  for  you  have  a  battle  to 
fight  for  two  now,  instead  of  One.  I  be- 
lieve you  appreciate  this  without  a  word 
from  me,  and  I  assure  you  we  have  no 
hesitancy  in  placing  our  Mayne's  future 
happiness  in  your  hands.  I  will  have  to 
leave  you  now,  but  I  will  be  home  early 
to  dinner,  and  we  will  resume  this  matter 
again.  Stay  here;  I  will  send  Mayne  to 
you." 

For  some  unaccountable  reason  Tom 
felt  his  spirits  rising  under  the  kind  as- 
surances of  Mr.  Shields.  He  was  glad  he 
had  found  such  friends,  and  when  Mayne 
returned  she  found  him  quite  himself 
again.  The  intervening  time  between 
Mr.  Shields'  interview  and  the  hour  for 
his  visit  at  the  office,  passed  like  a  pleas- 
ant dream.  We  will  not  dwell  upon  the 
happy  scene  between  the  two  during 
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these  hours;  but  let  us  follow  Tom  as  he 
mounts  the  stair  to  the  general  mana- 
ger's office  on  the  following  morning. 
He  was  not  kept  waiting.  His  re- 
quest for  an  audience  had  been  granted. 
As  he  entered  the  office  he  was  kindlv 


service,  but  I  have  been  relieved  under 
circumstances  which,  according  to  prece- 
dent, point  me  out  as  one  who  has  been 
dishonest.  I  am  willing  to  resign  myself 
to  any  charges  which,  in  your  opinion, 
unfits  me  to  serve  in  the  capacity  I  have 


LAKE.  ERIE. 


greeted  and  proffered  a  seat  near  that 
official  himself,  who  said: 

"I  received  a  request  for  an  audience 
with  you,  Mr.  Graves.  What  do  you  de- 
sire?" 

"I  am  dismissed  at  your  order,  I  am 
told.  I  have  tried  to  render  you  faithful 


served,  but  I  cannot  have  the  stigma  of 
dishonesty  attached  to  it.  Will  you  be 
fair  with  me,  and  say  if  my  surmises  are 
correct  and  furnish  me  with  the  evidence 
which  has  led  you  to  take  this  step?" 

"It  has  not  been  our  custom  to  do  this 
when  the  evidence  seemed  conclusive  of 
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gruilt.  but  I  am  willing  to  show  you  the 
evidence  in  your  case,  and  I  will  hear 
your  answer.  I  hold  here  a  statement 
from  our  auditor  which  includes  the  num- 
bers of  several  through  tickets  sold  from 
Springfield  to  St.  Louis.  These  tickets 
were  sold  for  Train  No.  5,  on  the  day  of 
your  run  out  of  Springfield.  They  did  not 
show  up  at  the  auditor's  office  until  some 
time  had  elapsed,  and  then  they  came  in 
the  returns  of  another  conductor.  At  first 
no  account  was  taken  of  these  irregular- 
ities, but  the  systematic  frequency  with 
which  they  occurred  finally  led  to  our 
tracing  the  matter  down  to  the  conductor 
who  should  have  taken  up  these  tickets, 
and  in  each  instance  the  man  was  your- 
self. The  face  value  of  the  tickets  so 
held  out  amounts  in  round  figures  to  $206. 
With  such  evidence  as  this  at  hand  we 
felt  justified  in  removing  you.  If  we 
lacked  conclusive  evidence  in  the  matter 
it  was  furnished  when  our  auditor  in- 
formed me  that  all  the  tickets  sold' for 
No.  5  yesterday  came  in  in  the  returns  of 
the  conductor  of  that  train,"  he  said, with 
a  gesture  that  seemed  he  was  desirous  of 
terminating  the  interview. 

"I  am  not  guilty  of  the  charge,  sir, 
however  plain  the  evidence  maybe  to  you. 
I  ask  you  to  give  me  opportunity  to  prove 
my  innocence.  This  is  only  justice.  I 
feel  that  I  will  be  able  to  do  so;  all  I  ask 
is  opportunity." 

"I  am  willing  to  place  any  means  at 
your  disposal  that  will  enable  you  to 
establish  your  innocence  in  this  mat- 
ter. You  have  behind  you  an  influ- 
ential friend  who  desires  me  to  give 
you  this  opportunity  and  I  will  say 
for  you  that  mainly  through  his  influ- 
ence I  grant  your  request.  Have  you 
any  tangible  proposition  to  submit  to  me 
concerning  the  course  you  wish  to  take  in 
establishing  your  innocence?" 

"Yes,  sir;  if  these  irregularities  exist 
only  upon  the  train  of  which  I  am  con- 
ductor and  there  is  a  cause  back  of  them 
which  makes  me  the  target  they  will  re- 
sume again  as  soon  as  I  take  the  run.  I 
would  ask  you  to  put  me  back  upon  my 
run,  giving  me  charge  of  the  train,  but 
appointing  someone  in  whom  you  have 
confidence  to  work  the  train  out  of  Spring- 
field. In  this  way  you  can  satisfy  your- 


self what  tickets  are  presented  upon  train 
No.  5." 

"I  like  your  plan,  Mr.  Graves,  and  I 
believe  I  shall  adopt  it.  You  will  resume 
your  run  out  of  here  as  usual  and  I  shall 
arrange  to  have  someone  check  your  pas- 
sengers and  you  can  work  your  own  train 
as  usual.  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  clear 
this  matter  up,  for  it  involves  a  series  of 
irregularities  of  long  standing.  Yours  is 
not  the  first  case  of  this  nature.  You 
may  now  report  to  the  superintendent." 

Tom  seemed  to  be  treading  air,  so  light 
were  his  steps  as  he  spedaown  the  stairs. 
"What  will  Mayne  say?"  he  kept  saying 
to  himself. 

As  Tom  ran  up  the  steps,  Mayne  met 
him  at  the  door. 

"You  need  not  tell  me;  I  know  already 

that  you  were  successful,"    she  said, 

laughing.   "Your  face  tells  me  that  you 

have  been  re-employed,  and  I  predict  you 

are  going  out  on  your  run  tonight.  How 

far  from  correct  am  I  in  my  guess?" 

"You  guessed  it  exactly!" 

*     •     *     *  ■  *     *  * 

When  Tom  arrived  in  Springfield, 
Loomis  was  standing  at  the  ticket-office- 
window  and  saw  him  gracefully  assisting 
his  passengers  from  the  car  and  direct 
them  here  and  there  in  his  usual  courte- 
ous way.  He  seemed  to  be  disappointed, 
but  that  look  gave  way  to  one  of  wicked 
determination.  Tom  was  met  by  several 
fellow  conductors  who  were  eager  to 
learn  the  particulars  of  the  report  that  he 
was  dismissed,  but  to  all  he  succeeded  in. 
giving  an  evasive  answer.  Ben  Rogers 
was  more  tenacious  than  the  others,  how- 
ever. 

"See  here  now,  Tom;  it  ain't  just  like 
you  to  be  laying  off  in  St.  Louis  unless 
there  was  something  in  it.  If  the  old 
man  didn't  take  you  off  your  run,  some- 
thing else  did.  Come,  now,  own  up,  old: 
man." 

"There  was  certainly  some  incentive, 
'Ben." 

"'Course  there  was,  and  if  my  old  eyes 
don't  deceive  me  I  see  a  tell-tale  color  in 
your  face  that  tells  me  the  reason— blush- 
in'  like  a  school  boy;  by  Jing!  Let  me 
congratulate  you,  Tom,  my  boy.  I 
thought  I'd  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  after 
awhile.  But  say  now,  Tom,  seriously, 
when  does  the  event  come  off?" 
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"I  will  extend  you  all  a  bid,  boys, 
when  it  does." 

"That's  fair.  But  say,  Tom,  I  want  to 
talk  to  you  about  a  little  matter  when 
you  are  through  there;  maybe  there  ain't 
much  to  it,  but  I  want  your  opinion;  you 
have  a  good  head  for  conundrums  of  this 
kind." 


through  ticket  every  time.  The  other 
night  I  asked  him  why  he  didn't  buy  a 
mileage  book,  as  it  would  be  much 
cheaper  than  paying  out  the  cash  for 
straight  tickets.  He  told  me  that  he 
could  buy  straight  tickets  cheaper  than 
mileage.  I  asked  him  how,  and  he 
told  me   that    he    never    failed  yet 


QUADRIGA— PAN  AMERICAN  EXPOSITION,  BUFFALO. 


"Fire  away,  Ben,  I  am  ready  to  listen." 

"Well,  it's  like  this:  You  know  I  have 
a  passenger  who  makes  my  train  every 
trip  out  of  here— that  is  three  times  a 
week.  Weil,  of  course  I  got  to  know  him 
pretty  well,  and  when  I  ain't  busy  I  often 
sit  down  with  him  in  the  smoker  and 
smoke  a  cigar  with  him.   He  puts  up  a 


to  find  a  through  ticket  for  St.  Louis  at 
the  scalper's  office  up  town,  and  at  a 
price  that  beat  mileage  all  hollow.  Now, 
what  beats  me  is,  why  anybody  should 
sell  a  straight  ticket  to  that  ornery 
scalper  when  he  could  get  full  price  for  it 
at  the  ticket  office." 
Tom  was  in  a  brown  study.   He  said: 
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"Ben,  I  give  it  up.  We  know  that  Gray 
and  Belden  were  supposed  to  be  in  a 
game  that  worked  such  a  racket  to  the 
detriment  of  the  company.  That  is  just 
what  I  would  like  to  find  out  now— who  is 
doing  this.  I  wish  you  will  get  your 
friend  to  ask  for,  say  five  tickets  to  St. 
Louis  tomorrow  afternoon  at  the  scalp- 
er's office— not  less  than  five  will  do,  do 
you  understand?  I  believe  that  he  will 
get  them,  but  I  want  to  see  who  takes 
them  there.  See  the  point?  Ben,  this  is 
vital  to  me  for—"  here  Tom  whispered 
something  in  Ben's  ear  that  made  him 
stare  as  if  confronted  by  a  ghost. 

"Is  that  so,  Tom?" 

"True  as  gospel,  Benny." 

"Then  depend  upon  it  that  I  will  let 
you  know  who  brings  the  tickets  in." 

Tom's  run  on  No.  5  was  one  well  patron- 
ized by  through  passengers,  and  this  trip 
was  no  exception.  He  had  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  the  agent  who  was  to 
check  his  train  and  he  had  only  to  follow 
leisurely  and  complete  the  work.  Their 
reports  tallied  exactly,  the  agent  taking 
the  numbers  of  all  through  tickets  on  the 
train.  Tom  kept  a  duplicate.  On  their 
arrival  at  St.  Louis  the  agent  said: 

I  believe,  Mr.  Graves,  that  we  have  dis- 
covered where  the  leak  is,  or  I  should 
say,  where  it  is  not.  I  have  record  here 
of  numbers  7645,  7646,  7647,  7648,  7654,  7655, 
7656,  7657,  7658,  7659  and  7660.  There  are 
five  tickets  missing  from  the  numerical 
order  in  which  they  were  sold.  This 
proves  you  innocent  of  being  a  party  to 
the  irregularity." 

Tom's  heart  nearly  bounded  out  of  his 
mouth  at  this  intelligence.  The  tickets 
had  been  sold  to  the  scalper  he  knew,  but 
by  whom?  He  tried  to  solve  the  riddle 
by  placing  Loomis  at  the  bottom  of  it, 
but  he  knew  that  he  could  not  profit  by 
-such  a  transaction,  as  he  must  show  full 
value  for  every  ticket  sold  by  himself. 
Who,  then,  could  be  gainer  in  the  trans- 
action? 

Tom  disclosed  his  discoveries  to  Mayne 
that  night  and  together  they  tried  to  solve 
the  riddle. 

"If  the  tickets  were  to  be  had,  on  such 
short  notice,"  she  argued,  "it  is  evident 
they  did  not  come  from  different  persons 
who  bought  them  to  use  on  that  day,  but 
from  one  who  secured  the  entire  number 


at  one  time,  as  their  order  numerically, 
shows.  Instinct  seems  to  tell  me  that  it 
is  Loomis,  but  when  I  look  for  a  motive 
and  see  that  he  could  do  this  only  at  a 
personal  loss,  I  am  lost." 

"I  hope  that  I  may  hear  something 
from  Rogers  that  will  cast  a  little  light 
on  this,"  said  Tom. 

When  Tom  arrived  at  Springfield  next 
trip  he  saw  Rogers  was  at  the  station  and 
restlessly  pacing  up  and  down  the  plat- 
form. As  he  looked  again  he  saw  Ben 
give  a  meaning  nod,  indicating  that  he 
should  follow.  When  they  were  quite 
alone  he  said: 

"Well,  Tom,  I've  got  our  game  holed. 
I  saw  Mr.  Walsh,  my  passenger  who  buys 
these  scalper  tickets,  and  told  him  about 
the  suspicion  resting  on  you  for  holding 
out  tickets  and  working  with  the  scalp- 
ers. He  refused  the  money  you  were 
ready  to  advance  him  and  consented  to 
buy  them  himself,  and  said  he  could  use 
them  up  in  a  little  while.  He  was  pleased 
that  he  could  be  of  assistance  to  you  in 
any  way. 

You  know  Harry,  my  boy?  Well,  that  kid 
is  sly  as  a  fox.  I  told  him  what  to  do  and 
I  was  completely  winded  when  he  came 
back  and  said:  'Dad,  the  man  who 
brought  the  tickets  was  Loomis  himself. 
He  stood  there  arguing  that  he  couldn't 
afford  to  let  them  go  so  cheap,  and  that 
he  had  to  lose  twenty  cents  on  every  one 
sold,  which  came  out  of  his  pocket, 
simply  because  he  wanted  to  advertise  the 
old  M.  &  S.  At  last  they  made  a  bargain 
and  Loomis  took  the  money  for  them. 
Then  the  scalper  told  the  bell-boy  to  call 
Mr.  Walsh  and  tell  him  that  he  had  some 
tickets  for  him.  Presently  a  gentleman 
came  up  to  his  counter  and  the  scalper 
gave  him  the  same  tickets  that  Loomis 
had  brought  and  he  paid  for  them  and 
got  his  grip  and  started  for  the  depot,  I 
guess.'  What  do  you  think  of  that,  Tom?" 

"I  don't  suppose  there  is  any  law  to 
prohibit  him  if  he  desires  to  do  this  sort 
of  business,  but  what  beats  me  is  how  he 
can  afford  to  do  it.  It  is  absurd  to  think 
that  he  does  this  to  advertise  the  M.  &  S. 
No,  he  profits  in  some  other  direction. 
What  is  it?"  said  Tom. 

"I'll  tell  you  what  I  would  do  if  I  were 
in  your  place,  Tom.  I  would  take  Harry 
along  to  St.  Louis  and  get  Mr.  Walsh  to 
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bring  the  remaining  number  of  his  tickets 
and  get  your  train-checker  to  appear 
before  the  general  manager  and  lay  the 
whole  case  before  him  plain  as  day.  Then 
let  him  do  the  rest  himself."  • 

"Ben,  you  are  all  right!  You  are  Sher- 
lock.  I  will  do  that  tomorrow." 

Fortune  favored  Tom.  for  he  was  suc- 
cessful in  securing  all  the  witnesses  in 
the  case  and  of  securing  immediate  audi- 
ence with  the  general  manager,  who 
listened  attentively  to  the  case.  When 
the  evidence  had  been  submitted  he  drew 
his  hand  thoughtfully  across  his  brow 
and  said: 

,  "Mr.  Graves,  is  there  any  ill  will  exist- 
ing betweem  you  and  Mr.  Loomis?" 

"Not  on  my  part,  sir;  if  there  be  any  it 
is  entirely  with  him." 

"Explain  the  nature  of  the  circum- 
stance giving  rise  to  it,  if  you  know  of 
any  reason  for  ill-will  on  his  part." 

Tom  hesitated.  He  felt  that  the  cir- 
cumstance arising  out  of  his  attention  to 
Miss  Wynne  that  day  scarcely  justified 
him  in  making  use  of  her  name  in  this 
connection.   Finally  he  said: 

"I  wish  you  would  not  ask  me  to  re- 
peat the  nature  of  the  circumstance,  as 
it  brings  in  the  name  of  one  who  I  do  not 
desire  connected  with  the  case  and  whose 
name  can  add  nothing  to  the  point  we  are 
trying  to  get  at,"  said  Tom,  respectfully. 

"I  understand  the  delicate  reserve  you 
entertain  in  this  matter,  and  I  assure  you 


that  I  ask  you  the  question  with  a  worthy 
motive  in  mind.  It  may  be  the  means  of 
getting  at  the  bottom  of  this  matter." 

Tom  then  related  substantially  what 
passed  between  Loomis  and  himself. 

"Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  at- 
tention paid  to  this  young  lady  by  Mr. 
Gray  or  Mr.  Belden,  during  her  trips  over 
our  line?" 

"Yes,  .sir;  she  speaks  very  highly  of 
both,  and  she  has  told  me  of  Mr.  Loomis' 
despicable  conduct  toward  both  on  sev- 
eral occasions." 

"I  am  persuaded  to  believe  that  the 
motive  is  jealousy.  Mr.  Graves  I  am 
heartily  sorry  that  I  entertained  any  im- 
pression of  your  dishonesty,  but  I  am 
equally  glad  to  have  opportunity  to  as- 
sure you  of  my  confidence  in  you  and  to 
restore  you  to  your  run  fully  vindicated 
of  the  charges  that  stood  against  you." 

That  night  was  one  of  pleasure  to 
Mayne,  for  Tom's  happiness  was  un- 
bounded when  he  could  say: 

"I  have  proved  my  innocence.  But  who 
do  you  suppose  he  referred  to  when  he 
said  that  I  had  an  influential  friend  who 
had  interceded  in  my  behalf?" 

"I  will  tell  you  some  day;  not  now; 
don't  ask  me." 

******* 

When  Tom  arrived  at  Springfield  the 
following  trip  he  saw  a  commotion  at  the 
end  of  the  platform  near  the  engine  of 
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his  train.  He  inquired  of  a  person  har- 
rying by  the  cause  of  it  and  was  horrified 
to  learn  that  Mr.  Loomis  had  been  struck 
by  the  engine  on  his  train  as  he  was  at- 
tempting to  cross  the  track.  Tom  hurried 
down  to  lend  assistance  if  possible  and 
found  them  bearing  him  tenderly  upon  a 
stretcher  toward' the  baggage  room.  As 
he  approached,  Loomis  looked  up  and 
caught  sight  of  his  face. 

"Come  here,  Tom;  I  have  something  to 
say.  I  believe  my  back  is  broken,  at  any 
rate,  it  seems  that  my  time  is  come. 
Stoop  down  a  little.  Here,  Rogers,  put 
your  hand  under  me— so.  I  have  no  feel- 
ing in  my  limbs.  Tom,  if  suspicion 
attaches  to  you  for  holding  out  tickets, 
remember  I  am  to  blame.  I  tried  to  win 
her  and— failed.  I  shaved  the  price  on 
tickets  and  sold  them  to  a  scalper  and 
stood  the  loss  out  of  my  own  pocket  to 
cast  suspicion  on  you.  I  did  the  same  on 
Gray  and  Belden,  of  whom  I  was  jealous. 


But  I  am  near  the  end,  boys;  don't  blame 

me.   Let  me  sleep  now — I  feel  easier— it 

is  growing  dark,  dark — "  and  he  was  dead. 
*•*«•** 

The  next  scene  has  a  brighter  picture. 
Tom  and  Mayne  are  preparing  a  list  of 
friends  who  are  to  witness  their  wedding, 
and  well  up  near  the  top  we  see  the  name 
of  Uncle  Ben  Rogers.  The  preparations 
that  are  being  made  indicate  that  the  event 
is  to  be  one  of  more  than  usual  import- 
ance, and  as  they  looked  into  each  other's 
eyes,  looking  askance  if  any  had  been 
omitted  from  their  list,  a  tender  light 
lit  up  the  face  of  each,  and  Mayne  put 
her  hands  in  Tom's  and  said: 

"I  am  so  happy." 

"And  I  am  the  happiest  man  in  the 
world  in  possession  of  such  a  treasure  as 
you,  who  believed  in  my  innocence  and 
stood  by  me  so  nobly  when  I  was  under 
suspicion." 


2 


IN  nKTRE  fi 

(To  be  recited  by  the  talented  author  at  the  Con- 
vention Free  Lunch  Counter.  St.  Paul.  Minn.) 

What,  ho !  Ye  Conductors  of  lesser  worth. 
Come  listen  to  this  souk  of  mirth. 

You.  M.  U.  Skrat.  and  old  Moz.  too. 
Partake  of  this,  our  sonnet  stew. 

Come  all  Conductors  who  measures  make. 
And  join  our  friends  in  a  muse  milk  shake. 

Ah.  my  Brothers,  it  is  a  noble  thins 
To  welt  the  harp  and  dulcet  sins ! 

We  can't  write  sons:?  We'll  bet  a  dollar 
We  could  make  old  Milton  holler. 

He  who  would  a  poet  make. 
Must  more  time  and  trouble  take. 

How  e'er  to  you  these  verses  rank; 
They're  an  awful  strain  on  our  think  tank. 

O.  soulful  bards,  how  sad  if  bliss 
In  English  did  not  rhyme  with  kiss. 

Young  Conductor,  harken.  listen  and  be  wise: 
Great  dancer  lurks  in  goo-coo  eyes. 

This  is  a  fact,  you  bet  your  boots. 
Frost  never  kills  forbidden  fruits. 

So  long  as  Nature's  charms  endure. 
Rich  Nature's  lover  can't  be  poor. 

So.  learn  to  dance,  and  you  may  turn 
The  head  of  belle  with  cash  to  burn. 


r  nH-TOWI/VM. 

Some  Conductors  in  one  year  do  far  more 
Than  others  would  in  ten.  three  score. 

It  is  a  fact  Conductors  oft  regret 
Thatlold  acquaintance  won't  forget. 

In  two  short  lines  a  man  may  cuff 
A  fool  Conductor  quite  enough . 

But  do  your  best:  Some  Cons  are  hard  to  hit— 
The  deadbeat  and  hypocrite.  * 

The  smiles  of  some  Cons  whom  you  know. 
■Is  like  chill  sunshine  on  the  snow. 

Diplomacy,  that  royal  art. 
Embraces  while  it  stabs  the  heart. 

Said  old  Conductor  to  Superintendent: 
"You've  shoved  us  out:  you  may  repent." 

In  Heaven  above,  where  all  is  joy. 
No  seniority,  or  students,  will  e'er  annoy. 
What  sayeth  W.  D.  A.:  That  I  have  gall; 
'Twas  inspired  by  Muskrats'  hot  time  in  St.  Paul. 
While  drinking  toasts,  either  large  or  small, 
Don't  mix  Minneapolis  up  with  St.  Paul. 
Ha.  ha!  Ho.  ho!  The  occasion  I  won't  miss 
To  give  a  like  dose  to  Minneapolis. 
Brother  Conductors.  I  have  the  honor  to— hark ! 
Announce  the  re-election  of  G.  C.  C.  E.  E.Clark 
Hip.  hip.  Hurrah!  Set  'em  up  again ! 
That's  what's  the  matter  with  El  Capitan. 
Titusville.  Pa.  Capt.  Gbo.  W.  Barbbb. 

Digitized  by  CjOO^  IC 


No  exposition 
of  the  past  pos- 
sessed such  elab- 
orate sculptural 
adornment  as 
will  be  a  lead- 
ing characteris- 
tic of  the  Pan- 
American  Expo- 
sition.  The 
buildings  and 
grounds  of  the 
exposition  at 
Buffalo  will  be 
embellished  pro- 
fusely with  most 
artistic  creations 

from  the  hands  of  some  thirty-five  of  the 
best  known  sculptors  on  the  American 
continent. 

Views  of  some  of  these  sculptural  feat- 
ures are  presented  herewith,  showing  but 
a  glimpse  of  the  whole.  There  will  be 
some  125  original  groups  of  statuary,  and 
these  figures  will  be  used  especially  in 
the  adornment  of  the  Triumphal  Bridge, 
forming  the  grand  entrance  to  the  main 
court  of  the  exposition  from  the  south, 
the  fountains  of  the  Esplanade,  the  Court 
■of  Fountains,  the  Electric  Tower 
and  the  Plaza. 

The  Temple  of  Music,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  Esplanade  and  Court  of 
Fountains,  will  be  one  of  the  most 
profusely  adorned  buildings  in  this 
respect.  Isidore  Konti  is  modeling 
the  sculpture  for  this  building. 
Two  typical  subjects  are  presented 
here,  to  illustrate  Mr.  Konti's 
work,  "Heroic  Music"  and  "Figures 
of  Children  with  Musical  Instru- 
ments." The  group  entitled  "He- 
roic Music"  will  be  one  of  four 
large  groups  to  be  placed  over  the 
■entrances  to  the  Temple  of  Music. 

Some  of  the  finest  conceptions  of 
the  sculptors  engaged  in  the  work 
for  the  Pan-American  Exposition 
will  be  seen  in  the  Esplanade.  At 
the  western  end  of  the  Esplanade 
will  be  fountains  having  sculpture 
illustrating  the  meaning  and  pur- 
pose of  the  buildings  in  that  portion 
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of  the  grounds 
devoted  to  mines 
and  mining,  hor- 
ticulture,  etc. 
The  "Fountain 
of  Nature"  will 
be  the  main 
fountain  in  this 
group.  Other 
groups  will  illus- 
trate such  sub- 
jects as  "Animal 
Wealth."  "Flor- 
al" and  "Min- 
eral Wealth," 
One  of  the  views 
shown  is  a  pho- 
tograph of  the  group  entitled  "Miner- 
al Wealth,"  and  is  a  striking  creation 
by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Niehaus.  Another 
figure  shown  is  that  of  a  "Torch 
Bearer,"  and  is  a  portion  of  the  work 
done  by  Mr.  Philip  Martiny  for  niches  in 
the  Electric  Tower.  Still  another  master- 
ful conception  shown  is  that  of  "The 
Horse  Trainer"  by  Frederic  G.  Roth. 
Another  view  shows  figures  of  "Buffaloes 
Resting"  and  is  also  by  Mr.  Roth.  These 
two  subjects  are  for  the  ornamentation  of 
the  entrance  to  the  Live  Stock  Division 
of  the  expsoition. 
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In  considering  the  relations  of  the  rail- 
way to  its  employes  every  thinking  per- 
son will  at  once  recognize  the  vast  com- 
plications which  the  problem  presents. 
Not  only  is  it  necessary  to  provide  for 
prompt  handling  of  merchandise  under 
every  conceivable  condition,  but  such 
provisions  must  be  made  as  will  insure  the 
safety  and  comfort  of  thousands  of  pas- 
sengers who  use  the  roads,  as  well  as  of 
the  men  -employed. 

Again,  the  railway  company  is  known 
to  the  communities  through  which  its 
lines  pass  only  in  the  persons  of  its  ac- 
credited agents,  and  upon  their  tact  and 
general  bearing  must  largely  depend  the 
esteem  in  which  the  company  is  held,  re- 
sulting in  the  cooperation  or  antagonistic 
relations,  as  the  case  may  be.  Not  only 
does  this  apply  to  commercial  relations, 
but  also  to  such  police  regulations  as 
look  to  the  clearing  of  streets  and  similar 
requirements  on  a  long  line  of  railway. 
How  to  insure  this  desired  result  is  one 
of  the  most  perplexing  problems  which 
confronts  a  manager. 

It  is  manifest  that  good  and  sufficient 
discipline  is  a  prime  factor,  of  which,  to 
my  mind,  absolute  justice  is  the  founda- 
tion principle;  and  on  this  basis  can  the 
obligation  of  a  railroad  company  to  its 
employes  and  to  the  public  be  best  carried 
out.  It  is  obvious  that,  whatever  the 
rules  and  regulations,  their  execution  de- 
pends upon  a  large  number  of  men  sur- 
rounded and  largely  influenced  by  vary- 
ing conditions.  This  being  true,  it  fol- 
lows that,  in  the  formation  of  all  rules 
governing  the  operation  of  a  railway, 
great  care  should  be  exercised  to  see  that 
they  are  based  on  correct  principles, 
neglecting  no  feature  which  experience 
has  shown  to  be  necessary  in  an  intelli- 
gent execution  of  such  rules,  and  taking 
into  account  the  various  phases  which  af- 
fect human  natute  as  a  whole,  remember- 
ing that  those  who  are  to  execute  the 
rules  are  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  human 
family. 

At  this  point,  however,  the  work  has 
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just  begun.  While  to  the  mind  of  an  in- 
telligent officer  the  rules  or  instructions 
are  clear  and  explicit,  he  should  bear  in 
mind  that  their  execution  depends  largely 
upon  an  equally  intelligent  comprehend- 
ing and  understanding  by  those  who  are 
to  carry  them  into  effect. 

When  it  is  realized  that  an  author  us- 
ually devotes  chapters  to  definition  in 
order  to  convey  exact  ideas,  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  to  give  expression  to  ideas- 
much  thought  and  study  are  required, 
and  that  those  who  are  to  receive  the  idea 
must  understand  the  language  used  for 
its  conveyance.  Hence  the  great  neces- 
sity for  intelligent  direction  is  apparent. 

Men  who  do  not  have  a  fairly  intelligent 
idea  of  what  may  be  termed  the  general 
fitness  of  things  are  very  low  down  in  the 
scale.  Much  more  plainly  than  their  em- 
ployers imagine  do  they  see  the  relation 
of  the  order,  or  instructions,  to  the  work 
to  be  done.  The  nature  of  their  work 
makes  them  keen  observers  in  most  in- 
stances, quick  to  recognize  in  the  instruc- 
tions even  the  slightest  defects,  or  mis- 
takes, or  the  want  of  application  to  the 
work  in  hand,  which  can  not  fail  ta 
weaken  their  respect  for  those  who  issue 
them;  and,  while  the  mistake  may  be 
easily  corrected,  the  effect  upon  the  men 
remains. 

They  have  the  same  hopes  and  fears, 
aspirations  and  desires,  as  other  men, 
and  are  surely  deserving  of  every  con- 
sideration when  the  importance  of  their 
work  is  remembered.  That  the  employe 
will  do  more  efficient  work  if  his  interest 
and  cooperation  are  secured  can  not  be 
controverted,  for  the  evidence  is  at  hand 
in  every  walk  of  life.  When  fairly  bal- 
anced, the  interests  of  the  railway  com- 
pany are  identical  with  those  of  the  em- 
ploye, for  with  good  discipline  and  highly 
efficient  labor  the  comfort  and  safety  of 
the  public  is  conserved,  the  investment  is 
made  profitable,  and  good  wages  can  be 
maintained.  How  can  this  desideratum 
be  achieved? 

First:  By  most  painstaking  care  in  the 
preparation  and  promulgation  of  rules 


and  instructions. 
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Second:  By  clearly  conveying  to  the 
employe  what  is  desired,  it  being  his 
right  to  know  what  is  expected  of  him 
under  all  circumstances. 

Third:  By  having  him  understand  that 
the  rules  are  such  that,  if  intelligently 
executed,  they  will  insure  his  own  well- 
being,  as  well  as  that  of  the  company, 
and  that  compliance  with  them  will  result 
in  recognition,  either  in  the  way  of  com- 
mendation or  promotion. 

Fourth:  By  strict  attention  to  matters 
of  discipline,  never  permitting  employes  to 
be  suspended  or  dismissed  except  for  good 
and  sufficient  cause— this  to  be  shown  by 
clearest  proof  of  violation  of  rules  that 
were  fully  understood,  and  such  viola- 
tion to  be  invariably  disciplined,  without 
waiting  for  the  evil  consequences  which 
such  rules  were  intended  to  avoid. 

Fifth:  By  a  consistent  course  of  action 
which  will  impress  upon  the  employe  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  earnest  purpose  of  the 
company  to  render  him  exact  justice  in 
every  instance. 

Men  entrusted  with  the  care  and  re- 
sponsibility of  handling  a  large  body  of 
employes  widely  scattered  over  an  ex- 
tended territory  must  have  exceptional 
talent  in  order  to  secure  the  best  results. 
They  must  fully  understand  how 
vast  the  interests  are  which  are  com- 
mitted to  their  care,  and  upon  their 
fidelity  and  wise  direction  the  wel- 
fare of  many  employes  and  their 
families  depends. 

The  first  proposition— that  great 
care  should  be  exercised  in  the  pre- 
paration of  rules  and  instructions 
—is  certainly  of  vast  importance, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  these  are, 
of  necessity,  the  foundation  upon 
which  the  whole  structure  is  to  rest. 
They  must  be  such  as  practice  and 
experience  have  approved  For  il- 
lustration, in  the  preparation  and 
adoption  of  a  schedule,  affecting, 
as  it  does,  during  its  existence,  the 
movement  of  every  train  or  engine, 
there  is  most  valuable  information 
to  be  gained  by  consulting  those 
employes  whose  duties  bring  them 
in  daily  contact-  with  the  service 
performed.  Thus  not  only  does  the 
management  get  the  benefit  of  the 
employe's  experience,  but  the  em- 


ploye is  encouraged  to  study  more 
closely  the  problems  which  arise  in  the 
service,  with  a  full  knowledge  that  his 
ideas  will  receive  the  consideration  they 
deserve. 

Again,  much  stress  must  be  laid  upon 
the  second  proposition.  Not  only  must 
the  foundation  of  the  rules  or  instructions 
be  clear  and  conclusive  to  their  author, 
but  the  rules  must  be  so  worded  as  to 
convey  to  the  employe  the  desired  mean- 
ing; and  to  this  end  the  employe  should 
be  encouraged  to  make  it  known  promptly 
if  there  is  anything  in  his  instructions 
which  he  does  not  fully  and  clearly  under- 
stand, thus  giving  him  incentive  to  com- 
prehend better,  and  confidence  to  ask  for 
necessary  explanation. 

The  third  proposition  calls  for  such 
wording  of  the  rules  as  will  adequately 
explain  their  purpose.  Where  for  various 
reasons  they  cannot  be  so  worded,  a  duty 
may  devolve  upon  the  management  to  ex- 
plain the  reasons  for  issuing  them.  It 
will  be  said  that  this  is  impracticable, 
but  I  do  not  deem  it  so.  If  a  well- disci- 
plined and  highly  efficient  corps  of  men  is 
desired,  additional  duties  will  be  forced 
upon  the  management  as  well  as  upon  the 
men.   To  give  the  men  a  logical  under- 
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standing  of  the  rnles  is  not  as  difficult  as 
it  may  appear,  and  the  advantage  to  be 
gained  in  the  moral  effect  npon  the  minds 
of  those  who  are  to  execute  more  than  com- 
pensates, in  my  opinion,  for  the  additional 
care  and  labor.  It  obliges  the  maker  of 
the  rule  to  exercise  greater  care  in  its 
preparation,  in  order  to  defend  it  when 
questions  arise,  and  leaves  the  employe 
no  possible  excuse  for  failing  to  carry  out 
its  provisions. 

In  considering  the  fourth  proposition, 
we  come  to  what  may  properly  be  termed 
the  most  vital  point  of  all. 

To  write  an  order,  or  issue  instructions 
is  a  simple  matter.  To  secure  the  desired 
result  is  quite  another  matter;  and,  even 
when  care  has  been  exercised,  and  the  in- 
structions are  based  on  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons,  a  proper  execution  is  diffi- 
cult to  attain. 

The  science  of  good  government  has 
occupied  the  minds  of  able  men  for  cen- 
turies, and  various  methods  are  proposed 
in  governmental  affairs.  Legislation  in 
many  instances  is  followed  by  failure 
through  neglect  of  the  underlying  prin- 
ciple that  governs  all  human  action— viz., 
that  man  must  be  held  to  strict  account- 
ability for  his  actions,  in  whatever  he  is 
required  to  do.  An  infraction  of  nature's 
law  brings  inevitably  a  punishment,  mild 
or  severe.  It  seems,  therefore,  fair  and 
reasonable  that  the  employe,  after  as- 
suming his  obligations,  should  be  held  to 
a  strict  accountability,  and  that  a  repri- 
mand, suspension,  or  dismissal  should 
follow  an  infraction  of  his  instructions. 
Before  inflicting  the  penalty,  however, 
ample  opportunity  should  be  given  him  to 
present  fully  his  side  of  the  caSe,  and  ac- 
tion deferred  until  his  fault  or  blameless- 
ness  has  been  clearly  shown  by  good  evi- 
dence. 

After  many  years'  experience,  I  have 
yet  to  see  men  fail  to  recognize  and  ac- 
quiesce in  decisions  arrived  at  by  this 
method;  and  still  more  positive  confirma- 
tion of  its  value  is  found  in  the  remark, 
made  to  me  by  a  distinguished  railroad 
manager,  that,  after  thirty  years'  service  in 
charge  of  men, and  during  that  time  having 
reprimanded,  suspended  and  dismissed  a 
great  many,  he  could  not  recall  a  single 
instance  where  such  men  did  not  continue 
to  be  his  friends.   What  stronger  proof 


could  be  offered  that  his  relations  with 
the  men  were  governed  by  justice  and  fair 
dealing? 

To  impress  the  employe  with  the  fact 
that  justice  will  be  done,  as  contemplated 
in  proposition  five,  it  is  necessary  to  treat 
all  infractions  logically,  and  to  attend 
closely  to  those  small  details  which  affect 
his  relation  to  the  company.  This,  for 
the  busy  manager,  is  difficult;  and  it  will 
be  said  that,  with  all  this  care  and  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  manager,  or  super- 
intendent, there  will  be  many  employes 
on  whom  it  will  have  no  effect.  This  is 
true;  but  this  very  method  of  investigat- 
ing acts  and  judging  conduct  becomes  at 
once  the  "active  agent  for  ridding  the 
service  of  such  men,  while  a  marked  rais- 
ing of  character  will  be  observed  in  those 
who  are  amenable  to  its  influence,  so  that 
the  efficacy  of  the  service  will  be  im- 
proved at  both  ends,  and  in  a  most  strik- 
ing manner,  indicating  how  essential  is 
constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
manager  to  the  development  of  the  effi- 
ciency which  it  is  aimed  to  secure. 

We  must  remember  the  great  magni- 
tude of  the  railway  interests,  and  that 
nearly  the  whole  of  their  wonderful  de- 
velopment has  taken  place  during  the 
past  fifty  years.  The  railway  corpora- 
tion, even  more  than  any  other,  is  of  ne- 
cessity entirely  removed  from  contact 
with  the  men,  and  the  managing  officer 
should  aim  to  serve  as  a  link  connecting 
the  interests  of  the  men  with  those  of  the 
corporation.  Personal  contact,  even  by 
the  manager,  is  necessarily  infrequent 
and  spasmodic,  but  all  the  advantages  of 
personal  contact  can  be  secured  by  the 
just  and  impartial  review  of  questions 
which  arise  between  the  men  and  subor- 
dinate officers.  While  the  decisions  thus 
rendered  can  serve  as  precedents  for  the 
determination  of  similar  questions  as 
they  again  arise,  in  this  manner  also  the 
caprice  of  judgment  shown  in  passing  on 
similar  offenses  on  separate  portions  of 
the  line  can  be  corrected,  and  all  divisions 
be  brought  to  act  in  unison,  this  uniform- 
ity of  action  forming  an  essential  part  of 
that  justice  which  is  deemed  essential  to 
good  discipline. 

The  public  are  daily  becoming  more 
exacting,  and  of  necessity  the  railways 
must  meet  the  changed  conditions.  The 
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older  employes  mast  of  necessity  adapt 
themselves  to  the  new  order  of  things, 
which  means,  in  many  instances,  a 
change  in  the  habits  and  practices  of 
years.  This  can  best  be  accomplished  by 
appealing  to  their  reason,  as  indicated 
above,  and  gradually  bringing  them  to 
act  from  proper  motives,  through  convic- 
tion that  good  results  will  be  attained 
thereby. 

As  one  illustration  of  the  effect  of  ap- 
pealing to  men's  understanding,  I  will 
cite  the  following: 

It  became  necessary  to  change  the  lo- 
cation of  a  division  terminal,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  runs  of  one  end  were 
made  much  shorter  than  those  of  the  other. 
Soon  after,  the  men  making  the  shorter 
runs  demanded  the  same  remuneration 
that  they  had  received  for  the  mileage 
formerly  made,  although  the  men  on 
longer  runs,  under  the  new  arrangement, 
did  this  work,  and  received  the  pay  for  it. 

It  was  claimed  that  the  division  time- 
card  had  not  been  changed,  and  the  men  in- 
sisted that  the  time-card  distance  should 
rule.  Answer  was  made  that  their  request 
would  be  granted,  and  they  must  decide 
for  themselves  whether  the  time- card  dis- 
tance or  the  actual  distance  run  should 
govern.  The  time-card  distance  was  at 
first  decided  upon;  but,  when  it  was  shown 
that,  if  the  time-card  distance  governed 
in  the  one  case,  it  must  also  govern 
in  the  other— that,  if  the  men  of  one  divi- 
sion received  pay  for  thirty  miles  which 
they  did  not  run,  the  men  on  the  other 
division,  under  the  same  rule,  would  run 
thirty  miles  without  receiving  any  pay  for 
the  same— the  men  reconsidered  their  re- 
quest, their  acquiescence  to  the  existing 
arrangement  being  given  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  their  convic- 
tion of  Its  justice. 

To  show  the  force  of  emulation,  I  may 
state  that,  wbile  in  charge  of  a  track  di- 
vision comprising  fifteen  sections,  each 
under  a  foreman,  I  have  repeatedly  in- 
structed seven  of  the  foremen  to  perform 
work  at  the  ends  of  their  sections  tending 
to  improve  materially  the  condition  and 
appearance.  In  no  single  instance  did  I 
fail  to  find  the  eight  alternate  foremen 
doing  the  same  work  not  later  than  the 
second  day,  although  no  instructions 
whatever  had  been  given  them,  the  con- 


trast and  improved  appearance  of  the  ad- 
joining section  impelling  them  to  similar 
action.  In  this  manner  the  men  are 
mentally  and  morally  strengthened,  while 
the  quality  of  their  service  is  much  im- 
proved. 

The  apprentice  who  enters  the  railway 
machine-shop  with  proper  qualifications 
for  success  will  in  good  time  become  a 
master  workman,  capable  of  directing  the 
building  of  a  modern  locomotive.  Such 
men,  taken  as  a  class,  will  be  men  of 
fixed  ideas  and  purpose.  Their  work  has 
required  exactness  in  every  detail,  per- 
formed under  the  watchful  care  and  with- 
in reach  of  the  helping  hand  of  a  resident 
official. 

To  place  such  a  man  in  charge  of  the 
machine  he  has  built,  which,  in  its  fre- 
quent trips,  by  night  and  day,  surrounds 
him  constantly  with  uncertainties,  calling 
for  exercise  of  individual  judgment  and 
the  faithful  discharge  of  duty  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  personal  supervision,  is  to 
change  absolutely  his  environments,  and 
consequently  his  ideas  and  inclinations; 
and,  although  the  same  person,  yet  he  is 
in  an  entirely  different  class,  requiring 
different  treatment,  all  of  which  should 
and  will  be  considered  by  the  intelligent 
officer.  In  other  words,  the  latter. will  re- 
cognize the  plain  distinction  between  em- 
ployes whose  duties  tend  to  fix  results, 
and  those  whose  duties  are  full  of  un- 
certainties, as  in  train  service. 

Absolute  frankness  upon  the  part  of 
those  in  authority,  when  dealing  with  the 
men,  forms  an  essential  part  of  the  rela- 
tions which  the  railway  company  should 
bear  to  its  employes.  If  requests  are 
made  which  can  not  consistently  be 
granted,  it  should  be  answered  that  such 
is  the  case,  it  being  far  better  that  the 
employe  should  be  disappointed  at  the 
time  rather  than  suffer  to  entertain  hopes 
not  to  be  realized  in  the  future. 

In  many  instances  promises  of  promo- 
tion are  made  with  an  undoubted  inten- 
tion to  fulfill  them;  and  yet,  as  every  of- 
ficer knows,  circumstances  over  which 
he  has  no  control  arise  to  prevent  the  ful- 
fillment. Not  only  are  such  failures  dis- 
appointing to  the  parties  directly  inter- 
ested, but  they  involve  a  lowering  of  con- 
fidence in  the  minds  of  the  employes  in 
general,  which  must  tend  to  weaken  dis- 
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cipline,  however  slightly.  As  no  explana- 
tion can  change  these  feelings,  avoidance 
of  promises  is  the  wiser  course. 

In  acceptance  of  new  men  for  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  the  service,  it  is  of  ad- 
vantage to  the  company,  and  positively 
due  to  the  men  already  employed,  that 
the  existing  standard  of  efficiency  should 
be  maintained.  To  this  end  suitable  re- 
ferences should  be  required,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  applicants  will  not 
be  employed  until  such  references  have 
been  looked  into,  and  assurances  received 
that  the  applicant  is  worthy  in  character 
and  gives  evidence  of  capacity,  as  only 
by  such  discriminative  methods  can 
justice  be  done  to  the  employes  whose 
capacity  has  been  proved. 

In  the  relation  of  the  railway  to  the  em- 
ploye, it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  for  the 
railway  officer,  when  positions  become 
vacant,  to  promote,  whenever  possible, 
some  one  of  the  employes  already  in  the 
service.  It  is  true  that  in  the  strict  sense 
the  obligation  of  the  company  to  the  em- 
ploye ceases  when  the  stipulated  sum  has 
been  paid  him  for  the  service  rendered;  it 
is  equally  true  that  with  the  performance 
of  a  fair  month's  work  the  employe  has 
discharged  his  full  duty;  but,  as  we  seek 
to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  service, 
evidences  of  unusual  loyalty  and  ener- 
getic performance  of  duty  should  be  met 
with  due  recognition  by  promotion  to  such 
positions  as  call  for  the.  exercise  of  the 
qualities  displayed. 

Since  the  improvement  of  the  men  is  an 
advantage  to  the  service,  there  is  much 
to  be  gained  by  railway  companies  in 
taking  an  interest,  and  aiding  pecuniarily, 
in  the  provision  of  suitable  quarters  at 
principal  points  where  employes  can 
spend  their  leisure  hours  surrounded  by 
good  influences.  In  this  way  the  Young. 
Men's  Christian  Association  have  rend- 
ered valuable  service,  and  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  note  the  rapidly-increasing  interest 


shown  in  this  direction  by  many  railway- 
officials,  and  the  appreciation  of  such  ef- 
forts by  the  employes,  as  evidenced  by  in- 
creasing attendance  and  interest,  thus 
conclusively  proving  the  good  results 
upon  men  when  they  become  impressed 
with  the  evidence  of  concern  for  their 
personal  welfare. 

Thus  it  is  that  we  find  large  numbers* 
of  men  engaged  in  an  occupation  the 
nature  of  which  requires  keen  perception 
and  close  adherence  to  fixed  rules.  Any 
failure  on  their  part  may  result  in  loss  of 
property  or  danger  to  human  life — a  most 
exacting  service,  yet,  considering  the  in- 
terests involved  in  the  movement  of 
freight  and  passenger  trains,  how  faith- 
fully their  service  is  performed!  But  suc- 
cess in  this,  as  in  any  other  form  of  gov- 
ernment, can  only  come  with  close  study 
and  constant  watchfulness. 

The  relations  of  the  railway  to  the  em- 
ploye being  personal,  the  manager  must 
in  his  own  person  fill  the  void.  The  em- 
ploye is,  in  a  great  measure,  what  the 
manager's  conduct  makes  him.  If  the 
manager  desires  an  interest  in  the  work 
aroused,  he  must  show  an  interest  in  the 
men.  When  strict  and  intelligent  obedi- 
ence to  the  rules  is  demanded,  the  man- 
ager must  not  shrink  from  a  strict  and  in- 
telligible construction  of  them.  If  he 
wants  the  employes  fearlessly  to  dis- 
charge their  duties,  he  must  as  firmly  up- 
hold them  where  no  blame  is  shown. 

When  more  than  usual  zeal  is  mani- 
fested, promotion  is  a  wise  means  of 
proving  appreciation.  Wisdom  in  judg- 
ment will  command  respect,  honesty  of 
purpose  will  win  confidence;  and,  when 
these  reciprocal  obligations  are  recog- 
nized and  performed,  the  relations  of  each 
to  each  will  be  better  understood,  a  more 
friendly  feeling  will  arise,  fewer  strikes 
will  prevail,  and,  in  the  determination  of 
the  honest  differences  which  arise,  the 
convictions  of  reason  will  prove  a  more 
potent  factor  and  coercive  force. 


SWEETEST  THINGS  OP  EARTH. 


What  are  the  sweetest  things  of  earth? 

Lips  that  can  praise  a  rival  s  worth: 

A  f  ragrant  roue  that  hides  a  thorn; 

Riches  of  gold  untouched  by  scorn; 

A  happy  little  child  asleep; 

Byes  that  can  smile,  though  they  may  weep; 

A  brother's  cheer,  a  father's  praise: 

The  minstrelsy  of  summer  days: 

A  heart  where  never  anger  burns; 

A  gift  that  looks  for  no  returns: 


Wrong's  overthrow:  pains  swift  release; 
Dark  footsteps  guided  into  peace; 
The  light  of  love  in  lover's  eyes: 
Age  that  is  young  as  well  as  wise: 
An  honest  hand  that  needs  no  ward: 
A  life  with  riaht  in  true  accord; 
A  hope-bud  waxing  into  joy: 
A  happiness  without  alloy: 
A  mother's  kiss,  a  baby's  mirth—  _ 
These  are  the  sweetest  things  of  earth.-E.L.D, 
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OR  A  nODERW  PORTIA 

BY  CAPT.  GEO.  W.  BARBER. 


Perhaps  had  he  known  she  was  a  mod- 
ern Portia,  Superintendent  Brace  Mc- 
Vane  might  not  have  fallen  in  love  with 
her  half  so  quickly,  for,  all  his  life  Brace 
McVane  had  looked  on  strong-minded 
women  as  something  far  from  desirable, 
particularly  in  the  light  of  wives  or  sweet- 
hearts. But  then,  Jean  Cameron  was  so 
unlike  all  his  preconceived  ideas  of  what 
a  strong-minded  woman  should  look  like 
that,  ten  chances  to  one,  even  had  he  met 
her  as  lawyer  Jean  Cameron,  of  the  firm 
Garfield  &  Cameron,  he  would  simply 
have  looked  at  her,  first  in  surprise,  then 
in  warm  admiration  of  her  beauty, 
and  wonder  what  on  earth  could  make 
such  a  pretty  girl  choose  such  a  profes- 
sion. 

"By  George,  it  was  ridiculous  that  such 
pretty  eyes  as  hers  should  ponder  over 
musty  old  law  books,  instead  of  answer- 
ing eyes  that  looked  with  love  at  the 
charms  so  freely  given  her." 

She  was  a  very  pretty  girl— nay,  more 
than -simply  pretty,  for  she  barely  escaped 
the  coldness  of  classical  outline  that  de- 
cides the  question,  and  then  a  woman 
perfectly  beautiful  is  not  half  so  bewitch- 
ing as  one  who  keeps  you  wondering 
whether  she  is  or  not. 

But  Jean  Cameron  was  very,  very  pretty, 
with  chestnut  hair  that  curled  and  clus- 
tered over  a  low,  white  brow  before  it 
was  wound  around  a  stately  little  head. 

Her  complexion  was  purely  pale  as  the 
creamy  blossoms  of  the  magnolia,  her 
curling  lips  the  warmest  crimson,  and 
her  dainty  little  chin  cleft  and  dimpled. 

And  yet  she  was  a  lawyer— nay  more — a 
very  clever  one,  and  spent  the  better  part 
of  her  time  in  the  office*  of  Garfield  & 
*  Cameron,  as  partner  of  Jasper  Garfield, 
a  typical  old  lawyer,  who  looked  upon  her 
as  his  right-hand  man— or  worn  an,  should 
we  say? 

But  clever  and  learned  as  Jean  Cameron 
was,  she  was  simply  a  woman,  with  a 
woman's  heart,  willing  to  be  wooed  and 
won  when  Prince  Charming  came  her 
way;  and,  somehow,  she  hoped  he  had 
when  Brace  McVane  bent  for  a  moment 


over  her  slender  hand,  then  looked  witb 
admiring  eyes  of  clearest  blue  into  her 
smiling  hazel  ones. 

That  was  the  beginning  of  a  summer's- 
vacation  for  her  and  a  few  days  rest  from 
the  arduous  duty  of  superintendent  of  a 
very  busy  railroad  for  him,  and  before 
the  roses  faded  and  fell,  Brace  McVane 
had  told  her  the  story  of  his  love.  She 
almost  laughed  aloud  at  the  expression- 
of  his  handsome  face  when  she  told  him 
of  her  profession. 

"A  lawyer!  Impossible!" 

"Not  at  all,  but  a  little  out  of  the  wayr 
no  doubt— to  you,  at  least." 

Then  she  told  him,  with  the  laugh  still 
lingering  in  her  eyes,  of  herfather's-desire 
of  a  son  to  follow  in  his  footsteps  and  take 
his  place  in  the  firm  of  Garfield  &  Cameron. 
But  her  only  brother,  Charles,  had  pre- 
ferred to  try  his  fortune  on  the  railroad, 
and  was  now  a  first-class  passenger  con- 
ductor, and  so,  like  his  prototype,  Dom- 
bey,  of  undying  fame,  he  had  to  content 
himself  with  a  daughter. 

"I  made  a  very  good  substitute,"  she 
said,  with  a  laugh,  "for  I  had  graduated 
with  honor  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
five  years  before  my  father's  death." 

Even  yet  the  surprise  had  not  died  from 
her  lover's  face,  and  Jean  laughed 
again. 

"If  you  get  into  any  legal  difficulty  you 
must  call  upon  me,  as  I  am  counsellor  of 
the  firm;  or,  if  you  wish  to  bring  suit 
against  anyone,  why,  I  am  at  your  ser- 
vice." 

"But  you— you  will  give  it  up,  darling, 
when— when  we  are  married.  It  would 
not  be  exactly  the  " 

"The  thing  for  the  wife  of  Superintend- 
ent Bruce  McVane,  Master  of  Ayrbanks, 
to  be  a  practicing  lawyer." 

"Exactly.  You  know  I  come  from  an 
old  Scottish  family,  too,  and  perhaps  I 
am  slightly  touched  with  conservatism. 
If  I  am  not,  my  mother  most  certainly  is. 
With  her  a  woman  is  born  to  " 

"Bake  and  brew,  to  knit  and  sew  and 
obliterate  her  individuality  entirely  when 
she  wins  a  husband." 
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Brace  smiled. 

"Well,  if  not  exactly  that,  something 
very  like  it,"  he  said,  "I  must  confess." 

"Well,  the  first  four  I  really  could  man- 
age, but  to  become  a  complete  nonentity, 
I  might  find  rather  trying;  but  then,  if 
absolutely  necessary,  why  " 

Brace  drew  her  to  him  with  a  passion- 
ate caress  and  laid  his  lips  to  hers. 

"Nothing  will  ever  be  necessary  only  to 
be  your  own  true  self,  my  darling — the 
brightest,  sweetest  woman  to  me  God  ever 
made." 

And  then,  as  her  curly  head  rested  on 
his  shoulder  and  the  golden  glory  of  the 
gloaming  fell  around  them,  they  forgot 
that  the  earth  held  anything  else  but 
love. 

"It  is  unpleasant  to  me  to  think  of  you 
going  back  to  that  dusty  old  law  office," 
Bruce  said,  as  they  parted,  and  Jean 
smiled. 

"Why,  it  is  a  perfectly  ventilated  office, 
plenty  of  light  and  sunshine,  and  every 
sanitary  improvement;  but,  since  you  told 
me  your  home  here  was  called  Ayrbanks, 
in  memory  of  the  banks  of  Ayr,  when  I 
get  lonely  I  can  send  my  heart  here  by 
singing: 

"My  heart  is  where  my  laddie  dwells. 

On  the  bonnie  banks  of  Ayr: 
My  heart  is  where  my  laddie  dwells. 

And  fain  would  I  be  there." 

"And  there  you  will  soon  be,  my  dar- 
ling, never  to  part  again,"  he  said  with  a 
tender  smile. 

There  never  was  a  man  prouder  of  his 
father  and  mother,  and  his  grand  old 
home  than  Brace  McVane,  and  no  one  but 
himself  could  know  the  bitterness  of  the 
blow  dealt  to  him  on  the  very  day  of  Jean 
Cameron's  departure— a  letter  that  told 
him  his  claim  to  Ayrbanks  was  disputed, 
that  the  proofs  that  another  was  the 
rightful  heir  were  almost  beyond  refuta- 
tion—nearly incontestable. 

An  old  will  had  been  found— a  will  al- 
ready proved  authentic— and  neither  he 
nor  his  father  before  him  had  ever  been 
the  rightful  heirs  of  Ayrbanks. 

And  even  while  Brace  McVane  was 
reading  the  letter  sent  him  by  Jasper 
Garfield,  of  the  law  firm  of  Garfield  & 
Cameron,  to  his  almost  broken-hearted 
parents,  Jean  Cameron  was  standing  in 
the  office  of  Garfield  &  Cameron  listening 


to  the  story,  for  the  first  time,  of  the  find- 
ing of  the  will  and  what  lawyer  Garfield 
had  done  about  it. 

"There  is  the  will,"  Jasper  Garfield  said, 
looking  with  some  surprise  at  Jean,  whose 
hazel  eyes  were  glowing  strangely,  whose 
red  lips  were  closed  in  a  tense  line. 
"There  it  is,  and  nothing  can  controvert 
it,  and  you  are  the  true  and  sole  heir  of 
the  estate  of  Ayrbanks." 

A  tenser  line  on  the  red  lips,  a  deeper 
light  in  the  hazel  eyes,  and  then: 

"My  heart  is  where  the  heather  blows. 

On  the  bonnie  banks  of  Ayr: 
My  heart  is  where  my  laddie  dwells. 

And  fain  wonld  I  be  there." 

V Where  are  you  going,  Jean?" 

"I  am  going  to  call  on  the  Mc Vanes, 
and  settle  this  matter  of  the  Ayrbanks 
estate,  and  comfort  these  grand  old  peo- 
ple, who  have  lived  there  all  their  life- 
time, supposing  the  estate  to  be  their's. 

The  next  day  Brace  McVane  called  at 
the  office.  He  would  know  at  once  the 
extent  of  the  danger  that  threatened  him 
and  his  beloved  parents. 

He  wondered  was  it  Jean  he  would  meet 
—giving  him  advice  in  a  legal  difficulty, 
and  he  thought,  would  she  look  the  same 
in  a  lawyer's  office  as  among  the  woods 
and  vales,  where  he  had  wooed  and  won 
her. 

Almost  mechanically  he  stopped  a  mo- 
ment at  the  office  door,  as  clear  and  dis- 
tinct the  old  lawyer's  voice  came  to  his 
ears. 

"Well,  so  you  saw  the  Mc  Vanes,  and 
shall  you  press  the  claim?" 

"No,"  said  Lawyer  Jean  Cameron,  "I 
shan't  press  my  claim  against  that  estate. 
You  can  withdraw  it,  please." 

"Think  there  isn't  any  money  in  it?" 

"There  would  probably  be  a  very  large 
fee  for  the  law  firm  of  Garfield  &  Cam- 
eron, but  it  would  break  the  hearts  of 
that  venerable  ahd  loving  old  couple,  to 
say  nothing  about  the  ruination  of  their 
son,  who  was  born  there  and  calls  it 
home.  But  I  don't  want  to  meddle  with 
the  matter,  anyhow." 

"Got  frightened  out  of  it,  eh?" 

"Not at  all." 

"I  suppose  the  old  fellow  begged  hard 
to  be  let  off?" 
"Well,  yes,  he  did." 
"And  you  caved  in,  likely?' 
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"Yes." 

"What  in  creation  did  you  do?" 
"I  believe  I  shed  a  few  tears." 
"The  old  fellow  begged  you  hard,  you 
say?" 

"No,  I  didn't  say  so;  he  didn't  speak  a 
word  to  me." 

"Well,  may  I  ask  whom  he  did  address 
in  your  hearing?" 

"God  Almighty." 

"And  he  took  to  praying,  did  he?" 

"Not  for  my  benefit  in  the  least.  You 
see,  I  found  the  grand  old  house  easily 
enough,  and  knocked  on  the  outer  hall 
door,  which  stood  ajar,  but  nobody  heard 
me;  so  I  stepped  into  the  hall,  and  saw 
through  the  partly  open  door  a  cozy  sit- 
ting room,  and  there  on  the  bed,  with 
her  silver  head  high  on  the  pillows,  was 
an  old  lady  who  looked  for  all  the  world 
just  like  my  mother  did  the  last  time  I 
saw  her.  I  was  on  the  point  of  knocking 
when  she  said:  'Come,  father,  now  be- 
gin; I  am  all  ready.'  Down  on  his  knees 
by  her  side  went  an  old,  white-haired  man, 
still  older  than  his  wife,  I  should  judge, 
and  I  couldn't  have  knocked  then  for  the 
life  of  me.  Well,  he  began.  First  he  re- 
minded God  that  they  were  still  His  sub- 
missive children,  mother  and  he,  and 
,  their  boy  Bruce,  and  no  matter  what  He 
saw  fit  to  bring  upon  them,  they  should 
not  rebel  against  His  will.  Of  coarse  it 
was  going  to  be  hard  for  them  to  go  out 
homeless  in  their  old  age,  especially  with 
poor  mother  so  sick  and  helpless,  and, 
oh!  how  thankful  they  were  that  their 
dear  boy  had  been  spared!  Then  his 
voice  broke,  and  a  thin,  little  white  hand 
stole  out  from  under  the  coverlid  and 
moved  softly  over  his  snowy  hair.  Then 
he  went  on  to  repeat  that  nothing  could 
ever  be  so  sharp  again  as  the  parting 
with  that  other  son,  unless  mother  and 
he  should  be  separated!  But  at  last  he 
fell  to  comforting  himself  with  the  fact 
that  the  good  Lord  knew  that  it  was  no 
fault  of  his  own  that  mother  and  he  were 
threatened  with  the  loss  of  their  dear  old 
home,  which  meant  dependence  on  their 
son  or  beggary  and  the  almshouse — a 
place  they  prayed  to  be  delivered  from  if 
it  could  be  consistent  with  God's  will 
and  plan.  And  then  he  quoted  a  multi- 
tude of  promises  concerning  the  safety 
of  those  who  put  their  trust  in  the  Lord. 


In  fact,  it  was  the  most  thrilling  plea  to 
which  I  ever  listened.  At  last  he  prayed 
for  God's  blessing  on  those  who  were  the 
rightful  heirs,  and  about  to  demand  jus- 
tice." 

Then  Lawyer  Jean  Cameron  continued, 
more  slowly  than  ever: 

"And  I  believe  I  had  rather  go  to  the 
poorhouse  myself  tonight  than  to  stain 
my  hands  and  heart  with  the  blood  of 
such  a  prosecution  as  that." 

"Little  afraid  to  defeat  the' old  man's 
prayer,  eh?'.' 

"Bless  your  soul,  man,  you  couldn't  de- 
feat that  prayer.  I  tell  you  he  left  it  all 
subject  to  the  will  of  God;  but  he  claimed 
that  we  were  told  to  make  known  our 
desires  to  Him.  But  of  all  the  pleading 
I  ever  heard,  that  moved  me  most.  You 
see,  I  was  taught  that  kind  of  thing  my- 
self in  my  childhood,  and  why  I  was  sent 
to  hear  that  prayer,  I  am  sure  I  don't 
know— but  I  drop  the  case  here." 

"I  wish,"  said  Lawyer  Garfield,  uneasi- 
ly, "I  wish  yon  hadn't  told  me  about  the- 
old  man's  prayer." 

"Why  so?" 

"Well,  because  I  want  the  money  the 
case  would  bring;  I  was  taught  the  Bible 
straight  enough  when  I  was  a  youngster, 
and  1  hate  to  run  counter  to  what  you 
tell  me  about  it.  I  wish  you  had  not 
heard  a  word  about  it,  and  another  time 
I  would  not  listen  to  petitions  not  intend- 
ed for  my  ears." 

Jean  smiled. 

"My  dear,  respected  partner,"  she 
said.  "You  are  wrong  again.  It  was  in- 
tended for  my  ears,  and  yours,  too;  and 
God  Almighty  intended.  My  old  mother 
used  to  sing  about  'God  moves  in  a  mys- 
terious way,'  I  remember." 

"Well,"  said  Lawyer  Garfield,  "my 
mother  used  to  sing  it,  too,"  as  he  twist- 
ed the  will  and  claim  papers  in  his  fin- 
gers. 

"Give  me  the  papers,"  said  Jean. 

"My  heart  is  where  the  heather  blows. 

On  the  bonnie  banks  of  Ayr: 
My  heart  is  where  my  laddie  dwells. 

And  fain  would  I  be  there." 

"My  God!  Are  you  mad,  Jean  Camer- 
on," Lawyer  Garfield  said,  for  the  will 
and  claim  papers  lay  in  ashes  at  their 
feet. 

"Well,  Bruce  McVane  can  hold,  the  es- 
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tate  now,  without  fear  of  a  contest,  for 
Jean  Cameron,  yon  have  destroyed  all 
proof  that  conld  take  them  from  him.  For 
another  moment  Bruce  McVane  stood 
like  one  stricken  motionless,  and  then 
turned  and  retraced  his  steps,  the  bitter- 
ness of  death  in  his  heart. 

He  loved  Ayrbanks,  but  he  had  loved 
this  woman  a  thousand  times  more— this 
woman  who  had  destroyed  proof  that 
might  take  Ayrbanks  from  her  promised 
husband. 

That  evening  he  sought  hen 

She  came  to  meet  him  with  eager,  smil- 
ing eyes;  then  drew  back  at  the  expres- 
sion of  his  handsome  face. 

"What  did  you  do  it  for,  Jean?"  he  said. 
"My  God,  girl,  I  would  lose  Ayrbanks  a 
thousand  times  over  sooner  than  know 
you  guilty  of— of  such  a  deed.  Jean,  you 
have  wrecked  both  our  lives,  for  Ayr- 
banks  will  never  be  anything  to  me  but  a 
memorial  of  your  sin." 

She  grew  white  as  death  for  a  moment; 
then  a  red  flush  swept  over  her  face  as 
she  turned  her  eyes  to  his. 


"You— you  know,  then,  what  I  did,  and 
—and  you  think  " 

"That  Ayrbanks  and  the  position  I 
could  give  you  were  dearer  to  you  than 
my  honor.  Jean,  why  did  you  not  simply 
ask  your  freedom,  if  losing  Ayrbanks 
meant  the  loss  of  you?  My  God!  Why 
did  you  do  this  thing?" 

She  went  up  to  him  and  laid  her  hands 
in  his,  a  faint  smile  on  her  red  lips. 

"For  love's  sweet  sake,"  she  said.  "O, 
Bruce,  Bruce,  I  could  never  have  mis- 
judged you  as  you  have  me.  Do  you 
know,  dear,  who  was  the  claimant  of 
Ayrbanks  estate,  before  you  say  anything 
further." 

"I  don't  know,  but— but  I  will  know." 

"Well,  then,  I  will  tell  you,  as  I  was 
one  of  the  lawyers  in  the  case.  They 
called  her  Jean  Cameron,  and  Bruce- 
Bruce,  forgive  me.  I  could  not  take  it 
from  you. 

Well,  if  he  had  anything  to  forgive,  he 
was  magnanimous,  for  he  drew  her  close 
within  his  arms,  and  whispered  softly: 

"If  you  dispose  of  every  case  as  quick- 
ly as  that,  the  sooner  you  come  to  Ayr- 
banks  the  better." 


THE  EVOLUTHON  OP  THE  HOBOo 

W.  HEWITT. 


Every  railroad  man  knows  what  a  hobo 
means.  We  see  them  every  day  trying  to 
beat  their  way  on  our  trains.  But  do  we 
stop  to  consider  what  made  these  men 
lower  than  the  animal.   We  see  a  garden 

filanted  with  fruit  and  flowers,  and  is  al- 
owed  to  go  to  waste  by  not  being  culti- 
vated. But  they  will  not  waste  away,  but 
will  change  to  something  other  than  was 
intended,  and  into  something  worse.  You 
will  see  the  fruit  degenerate  into  little 
bits  of  apples,  etc.,  the  flowers  will  lose 
all  of  their  fragrance  by  associating  with 
the  weeds  and  thistles,  and  if  we  neglect 
a  bird  it  will  gradually  change  into  an 
uglier  bird,  or  if  we  neglect  almost  any 
of  the  domestic  animals  they  will  rapidly 
revert  to  wild  and  worthless  forms  again. 
Now  the  same  thing  exactly  would  nap- 
pen  in  the  case  of  man.  Why  should 
man  be  an  exception  to  any  of  the  laws 
of  Nature.  Nature  knows  him  simply  as 
an  animal.  Then  if  a  man  neglect  him- 
self for  a  few  years,  he  will  change  into  a 
worse  man,  and  a  lower  man.  If  it  is 
body  that  he  neglects «  he  will  deteriorate 
into  a  wild  and  bestial  savage.   If  it  is 


his  mind,  it  will  degenerate  into  imbecil- 
ity and  madness.  Solitary  confinement 
has  the  power  to  unmake  men's  minds 
and  leave  them  idiots.  If  he  neglects  his 
conscience  it  will  run  off  into  lawlessness 
and  vice.  If  he  neglects  his  soul,  it  must 
inevitably  atrophy,  drop  off  in  ruin  and 
decay.  When  we  see  how  a  man  can  de- 
generate, so  swift  until  nothing  but  the 
old  burnt  shell  remains,  Brothers,  it 
should  make  us  all  stop  and  ask  our- 
selves :  Do  we  by  oar  actions  help  to 
start  a  poor  fellow  on  his  downward  ca- 
reer? There  are  good  and  bad  among 
every  class  of  men.  But  I  believe  *the 
railroad  man  on  the  road  is  the  largest- 
hearted  man  we  have.  We  have  all  risked 
our  position  to  help  some  poor  unfortun- 
ate. Brothers,  let  us  all  join  hands,  and 
when  we  see  a  young  fellow  starting  out 
on  his  career,  let  us  set  him  a  good  ex- 
ample by  our  actions.  None  of  us  can 
throw  stones,  but  we  can  all  give  up  some 
silly  and  degenerating  habit,  and  when 
we  see  or  hear  of  a  Brother  doing  wrong 
may  we  all  practice  that  virtue  which  we 
profess  to  admire. 
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nORAL.  INFLUENCE  OP  ASSOCIATION. 


There  are  few  among  us  who  give  a 
thought  to  the  influence  that  individual 
contact  wields  over  those  about  us,  or  to 
the  extent  that  we  are  influenced  by  it 
with  others.  However  great  our  ambi- 
tion may  be,  or  however  lofty  our  aspir- 
ations, our  characters  take  on  a  form  in- 
fluenced by  association  with  others.  Our 
first  impressions  in  life  are  formed  by 
contact  with  those  with  whom  we  associ- 
ate. If  they  be  of  a  nature  that  affords  a 
good  model  to  follow,  we  are  benefited  in 
a  moral  sense  in  proportion  to  the  dili- 
gence with  which  we  follow  these  mod- 
els. If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  brought 
into  daily  contact  with  those  characters 
affording  examples  of  vice  and  depravity 
we  not  only  lose  the  advantages  that  are 
afforded  by  contact  with  good  people, 
but  we  find  ourselves  following  the  ex- 
amples they  give  us,  gradually  adopting 
their  manners,  language,  habits  and  be- 
havior. While  this  is  particularly  true 
as  regards  the  influence  of  association  in 
children,  in  manhood's  estate  we  still 
find  it.  It  is  true  that  personal  associa- 
tions in  after  years  of  a  man's  life  do  not 
wield  so  strong  an  influence  as  in  child- 
hood days.  Strength  of  character  has 
had  time  to  develop,  and  he  is  thus  safe- 
guarded to  a  certain  extent,  but  notwith- 
standing even  this  there  are  certain  char- 
acteristics in  every  individual  that  seem 
to  impregnate  those  about  them  and  make 
their  influence  felt  to  a  greater  or  less  de- 


gree, according  to  the  strength  of  char- 
acter in  those  affected  by  it. 

Strength  of  character  varies  in  degrees 
in  persons.  As  but  few  possess  but  suf- 
ficient strength  to  rise  above  the  current 
that  associations  draw  to  itself,  we  can 
understand  why  so  many  young  men  are 
drawn  into  evil  habits.  We  believe  that 
mankind  is  constructed  on  lines  similar 
to  the  laws  that  attract  the  atoms  and 
molecules  of  inanimate  bodies.  We  be- 
lieve that  no  man  exists  who  does  not 
exert  a  certain  influence  over  some  other 
in  some  degree.  There  is,  perhaps,  not 
one  among  the  number  who  reads  these 
lines  but  has  seen  evidence  and  has  felt 
the  influence  of  some  one's  association. 
This  being  true,  how  .many  of  us  con- 
sider what  that  influence  is  that  we  are 
exerting  over  those  with  whom  we  come 
in  contact?  Can  we  conscientiously  ab- 
solve ourselves  from  the  responsibility 
that  rests  upon  us  by  saying,  "I  am  not 
my  brother's  keeper?" 

In  order  to  bring  the  subject  nearer 
home  and  that  all  may  have  opportunity 
to  study  it  as  it  affects  our  own  craft,  let 
us  again  go  back  into  the  past  and  follow 
our  career  as  extra  brakeman,  regular 
brakeman,  extra  conductor,  freight  con- 
ductor and  passenger  conductor.  Who  will 
say  that  his  first  impressions  among  his 
fellows  were  pleasing  or  agreeable?  Yet 
the  ribaldry  was  tolerated  and  we  con- 
tinued to  associate  ourselves  with  them 
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because  their  experience  afforded  us  an 
example  that  we  wished  to  follow,  in  or- 
der to  master  the  details  of  the  profes- 
sion we  adopted.  We  felt  that  we  "must 
do  as  Romans  do"  if  we  would  be  re- 
ceived by  them  and  work  with  them  con- 
genially. We  were  told  that  "this  is  no 
Sunday  school,"  and  other  similar  ex- 
pressions indicating  that  to  be  "tough" 
was  the  open  sesame  to  their  society.  Fol- 
lowing up  the  line:  As  our  associations 
brought  us  more  frequently  in  contact 
with  those  in  higher  positions  in  the  ser- 
vice we  felt  a  new  influence  surrounding 
us.  The  conductor  for  whom  we  were 
braking  was  our  superior  officer  in  a 
sense,  and  we  felt  that  any  example  set 
by  him  would,  if  followed  carefully,  re- 
dound to  our  credit  in  the  end.  And  so 
on  until  we  reach  the  top,  and  even  there 
we  still  unconsciously  look  for  a  model 
to  follow. 

Have  we  reason  to  believe  that  human 
nature  has  undergone  any  changes  since 
we  came  up  the  ladder  of  promotion?  If 
our  answer  is  no,  then  we  must  acknowl- 
edge that  our  example  is  being  followed 
by  some  one,  and  whatever  pace  we  set 
some  one  is  sure  to  follow. 

This  being  true,  are  we  not  our  broth- 
er's keeper  in  a  sense?  Are  we  not  mor- 
ally responsible  for  the  moulding  of  his 
character  in  so  far  as  our  actions  and 
our  habits  are  followed  by  him?  We  have 
not  taken  our  own  craftsmen  as  an  illus- 
tration for  any  peculiar  reason  different 
from  those  of  other  crafts.  We  think  all 
branches  of  labor  are  alike  in  this  re- 
spect, yet  varying  considerably  in  moral 
influence.  We  feel  assured  that  our 
moral  standing  is  not  the  lowest  by  any 
means  among  the  various  crafts,  but 
even  this  is  no  excuse  that  we  should  not 
be  held  responsible  for  our  actions.  The 
very  recognition  of  that  responsibility 
and  consequent  reformation  has  placed 
us  in  the  plane  we  now  move.  We  be- 
lieve that  a  majority  of  our  members  rec- 
ognize this  fact  and  are  striving  by  their 
daily  example  to  extend  a  more  whole- 
some influence  to  those  about  them. 
There  are  a  few,  however,  who  are  the 
victims  of  habits,  acquired  through  the 
same  associations  we  have  already  re- 
ferred to,  who  have  not  the  moral  cour- 
age to  break  away.  If  the  few  who  still 


observe  the  demands  that  make  them 
slaves  to  vicious  habits,  will  stop  to 
think  what  influence  an  exhibition  of 
these  same  habits  would  have  upon  his 
own  son  if  exercised  by  some  other  per- 
son, he  would  check  the  oath  that  came 
to  his  lips;  reprove  those  who  indulged 
in  ribaldry  and  quench  his  thirst  with 
water. 

We  have  some  most  noble  examples  of 
upright  men  among  us  who  have  seen  the 
vicious  side  of  railroad  life  in  all  its 
phases.  They  possessed  that  strength  of 
will  power,  aided  by  Him  above,  to  break 
away  from  the  power  of  associations  and 
have  thus  shed  a  beneficent  influence  upon 
not  only  those  with  whom  they  come  in  ac- 
tual contact,  but  their  influence  is  felt 
throughout  the  Order  at  large  and  makes 
them  the  most  desirable  employes  and 
citizens.  We  believe  we  are  fortunate  in 
having  none  among  us  who  is  so  far  lost 
to  self-respect  that  he  would  not  at  least 
modulate  his  utterances  in  the  presence 
of  his  son.  We  believe,  too,  that  there 
is  none  among  us  who  would  not  show  a 
like  respect  to  his  Brother's  son,  did  he 
stop  to  fully  consider  his  fraternal  obli- 
gation; yet,  too  frequently  this  obliga- 
tion is  lost  sight  of,  and  the  desire  to  be 
friendly  and  intimate  leads  to  vicious  ex- 
pressions and  worse  examples.  The  re- 
sult is  obvious  and  unless  the  boy  has 
had  sufficient  moral  training  to  show  him 
his  danger,  which,  unfortunately,  but  few 
possess,  he  is  bound  to  be  influenced  by 
the  impressions  made  by  his  older  asso- 
ciate. 

We  are  all  sensible  enough  to  see  these 
suggestions,  and  we  trust  each  one  will 
feel  the  responsibility  of  his  actions.  The 
position  of  conductor  is  not  alone  one  of 
responsibility  relating  to  the  safety  of  his 
train  and  his  passengers.  There  is  not 
a  man  among  all  the  crafts  whose  duties 
bring  him  so  generally  before  the  people, 
and  who  at  the  same  time  is  looked  upon 
with  such  general  consideration  as  the 
conductor.  He  is  looked  upon  as  a  model 
of  dignity,  self-possession  and  morality. 
Without  a  doubt  he  is  a  model  par  excel- 
lence with  his  brakemen,  who  try  to  imi- 
tate him,  and  his  example  is  followed  not 
only  by  them  but  by  many  others  who 
take  his  life  as  a  whole  rather  than  any 
particular  trait  of  character  to  pattern 
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after.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  with 
the  dignified  discharge  of  his  duties  his 
greater  responsibilities  only  begin— the 
responsibilities  of  imparting  to  those 
abont  him  examples  that  mould  within 
them  characters  good  or  bad. 

We  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  impres- 
sion that  we  as  a  class  are  responsible 
for  the  downfall  of  the  many  railroad 
men  throughout  the  country,  and  we 
would  indeed  be  selfish  if  We  did  not  de- 
fend our  sister  organizations  against 
charges  of  similar  nature  affecting  men 
in  their  respective  classes;  but  as  an  en- 
tirety we  are  responsible  for  the  condi- 
tion morally  of  a  majority  of  these  poor 
fellows,  who  followed  our  examples  and 
who  no  longer  possess  sufficient  strength 
to  throw  off  that  influence  that  habit  has 
formed. 

While  our  condition  morally  is  much 
improved  over  that  of  twenty  years  ago, 
there  is  still  in  evidence  a  little  of  the  old 
seed  that  is  constantly  taking  root  here 
and  there,  reminding  us  of  the  depravity 
that  characterized  railroad  men  in  gen- 
eral, and  which  isolated  them  as  a  class 
from  decent  society.  Was  the  religious 
or  moral  training  in  those  days  less  free- 
ly inculcated  in  those  who  went  "brak- 
ing" than  in  those  of  today?  By  no  means. 
Yet  they  became  influenced  by  those  with 
whom  they  came  in  contact  and  in  turn 
imparted  their  vices  to  others. 

When  we  look  for  the  origin  of  those 
influences  that  branded  our  boys  in  the 
service  as  unfit  for  society,  we  have  but 
to  take  for  example  any  new  line  of  rail- 
way that  is  being  constructed  through  a 
new  country  to  find  a  reason.  The  per- 
sonnel of  these  gangs  are,  as  a  rule,  men 
who  have  no  ties  to  bind  them  to  society 
and  are  composed  of  the  roughest  ele- 
ment that  can  be  found  among  mankind. 
They  are  not  of  that  character  that  prom- 
ise to  become  permanent  fixtures,  yet  a 
few,  however,  do,  in  hope  of  securing  a 
passenger  train,  remain.  It  is  due  to  the 
influences  that  this  class  exerts  that  rail- 
road men  gained  notoriety  for  toughness 
and  not  through  any  natural  conditions 
arising  out  of  the  employment  in  railway 


service.  Eradication  of  the  existing  evils 
that  affect  men  in  train  service  will  grad- 
ually come  about,  'but  its  progress  will 
be  measured  by  the  faithfulness  of  our  ob- 
servance of  those  characteristics  that 
tend  to  set  a  good  example  to  others. 

It  should  hardly  be  necessary  to  make 
an  appeal  to  our  members  to  conduct 
themselves  to  this  end.  We  hope  we  have 
none  whose  comprehension  is  so  limited 
that  he  cannot  see  the  responsibility  that 
rests  upon  him  through  the  influence  of 
his  actions.  And  we  earnestly  trust  there 
is  none  who  has  so  far  lost  that  power  of 
self-control  and  who  lacks  that  self-re- 
spect which  should  characterize  members 
of  our  Order,  that  he  permits  himself  to 
be  the  slave  of  a  habit  whose  influence  is 
to  lead  others  to  ruin. 

Without  a  doubt  there  are  many  who 
will  recall  some  of  their  earlier  associa- 
tions with  a  blush  of  shame.  The  thought 
of  subjecting  our  sons  to  like  associa- 
tions would  fill  us  with  horror  and  shame. 
But  yet  we  permitted  many  a  pure-mind- 
ed boy  to  accompany  us  to  these  places, 
and  perhaps  gave  him  his  first  taste  of 
that  accursed  stuff  that  forever  enslaved 
him  to  a  habit  he  cannot  break.  These 
are  serious  thoughts  for  digestion.  Hu- 
manity is  weak  and  prone  to  err  and  the 
temptations  we  set  before  our  inexpe- 
rienced young  men  present  a  matter  for 
serious  reflection. 

All  praise  be  to  those  who  have  risen 
through  their  strength  of  will  power  to 
deny  those  things  which  detract  from 
their  worth  as  citizens,  ostracize  them 
from  society  and  make  the  name  railroad 
man  a  synonym  for  all  that  is  low  and 
depraved.  We  hope  that  if  there  be  any 
who  have  never  given  the  influence  of 
personal  contact  any  study  that  these 
lines  will  awaken  a  train  of  thought  that 
will  bring  them  to  a  proper  realization  of 
the  position  in  which  they  stand. 
That  accomplished  conscience  'must  do 
the  rest. 

"A  srreen  little  boy  in  a  green  little  way 

A  green  little  apple  devoured  one  day. 

And  the  green  fittle  grasses  now  tenderly  wave 

Oe'r  the  green  little  apple  boy's  green  little  grave." 

—American  Homes. 
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AN  ABSUR 

The  following  excerpt  from  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Gazette  gives  a  decision  of  Judge 
Remley  of  the  circuit  court  of  Linn  Coun- 
ty, Iowa,  and  his  interpretation  of  a  car : 

Judge  Remley,  in  the  case  of  Bryce  vs. 
the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  North- 
ern Railway  company,  rendered  a  decis- 
ion on  Wednesday  morning  in  the  district 
court  of  this  county  that  is  of  very  great 
importance  to  all  railroad  employes. 

The  action  in  question  was  brought  by 
Mr.  Bryce,  who  was  a  brakeman  on  the 
defendant's  road.  He  bad  his  thumb 
torn  off  in  making  a  coupling.  The  claim 
was  that  the  company  was  negligent  in 
failing  to  provide  automatic  couplers 
upon  the  cars  he  was  joining. 

In  speaking  of  the  case  this  morning 
Henry  Rickel,  of  counsel  for  plaintiff, 
said:  "Section  2080  of  the  Iowa  code 
provides  that:  'After  January  1,  1898^  no 
corporation,  company  or  person  operat- 
ing a  railroad,  or  any  transportation 
company  using  or  leasing  cars,  shall 
have  upon  any  railroad  in  this  state  any 
car  that  is  not  equipped  with  safety  au- 
tomatic couplers.' 

"Section  2083  of  the  code  provides  in 
substance  that  if  any  railway  company 
shall  neglect  to  provide  its  cars  with  au- 
tomatic couplers  so  that  the  coupling  may 
be  made  without  going  between  the  cars 
that  the  railroad  company  so  offending 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $500  nor 
more  than  $1,000  for  each  and  every  of- 
fense. It  further  provides  that  any  rail- 
way employe  who  may  be  injured  by  the 
running  of  any  engine,  train  or  cars  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  above  quoted, 
shall  not  be  considered  as  waiving  his, 
rights  to  recover  damages  by  continuing 
in  the  employ  of  such  railway  company 
operating  such  train  or  cars. 

"The  evidence  in  the  case  showed  that 
the  box  cars  were  equipped  with  auto- 
matic couplers,  but  that  the  tender  of  the 
engine  was  not  so  equipped,  and  that  in 
coupling  on  to  the  tender  it  became  nec- 
essary for  the  plaintiff  to  go  between  the 
cars,  and  in  consequence  he  was  injured. 

"Judge  Remley  held  that  neither  the 
engine  or  tender,  or  •  both  together,  were 
cars,  and.  that  the  railroad  companies 
were  under  no  obligation  to  put  on  auto- 
matic couplers  upon  the  tender;  that  the 
tender  was  not  a  car.  The  evidence  in 
this  case  showed  that  there  was  more 
coupling  made  at  the  tender  than  any- 
where else  in  the  train,  but  Judge  Rem- 
ley held  that  the  term  'car'  did  not  include 
a  tender  which  was  loaded  with  coal  and 
material  for  running  the  engine. 

"The  only  direct  authorities  upon  the 
subject  was  a  case  which  was  produced 


>  DECISION. 

for  the  plaintiff  from  Illinois,  where  the 
supreme  court  of  Illinois  held  that  where 
the  statute  provided  that  no  cars  should 
be  run  upon  the  streets  at  a  greater  rate 
of  speed  than  six  miles  an  hour,  and  the 
engine  alone  was  run  without  any  cars 
attached,  that  the  company  was  guilty; 
that  the  reason  and  spirit  of  the  law  re- 
quired that  the  engine  should  be  regard- 
ed as  a  car,  and  that  the  law  covered  the 
danger  from  an  engine  as  well  as  box  or 
flat  cars.  In  other  words,  that  the  en- 
gine was  just  as  dangerous  running  at  a 
nigh  rate  of  speed  as  a  car  would  be 
without  the  engine  or  attached  to  the  en- 
gine, and  was  therefore  within  the  reason 
and  spirit  of  the  law;  and  the  supreme 
court  of  Illinois  also  held  that  the  term 
'car'  was  broad  enough  to  cover  any  sort 
of  vehicle  that  ran  upon  wheels. 

"But  Judge  Remley  thought  the  rail- 
road companies  should  not  be  held  to  a 
rigid  accountability  under  this  law;  that 
it  should  have  a  strict  construction  and 
should  be  limited  in  its  application  to 
box  and  flat  cars,  and  not  to  other  kinds 
of  cars." 

After  Judge  Remley  gave  his  decision 
on  the  matter  the  attorneys  for  the  plain- 
tiff immediately  dismissed  the  case  with- 
out prejudice.  The  case,  however,  was 
dismissed  only  to  be  commenced  the 
same  day  in  the  superior  court.  It  will 
probably  come  to  trial  during  the  March 
term.  The  attorneys  for  the  plaintiff  be- 
lieved they  would  be  defeated  by  Judge 
Remley's  instructions  to  the  jury,  and  it 
is  evident  they  did  not  wish  to  appeal  to 
the  supreme  court  with  the  decision 
against  them,  as  at  their  best  they  could 
only  get  the  case  reversed.  They  seem 
confident  that  if  they  win  in  one  of  the 
lower  courts  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa 
will  affirm  such  a  decision. 

The  intent  of  the  law  when  framed  was 
not  that  cars  should  have  automatic  coup- 
lers for  the  sake  of  the  couplers  them- 
selves, nor  that  cars  should  be  of  uni- 
form height  for  sake  of  uniformity.  To 
legislate  with  this  end  in  view  alone 
would  be  as  absurd  as  to  say  what  color 
of  paint  should  cover  the  sides  or  what 
lettering  and  stenciling  must  appear. 
The  spirit  of  the  law  providing  uniform 
height  of  cars  and  automatic  couplers  for 
same  was  to  protect  those  whose  duty  it  is 
to  couple  and  uncouple  cars.  It  clearly 
intended  that  its  application  should  cover 
any  vehicle  in  the  train,  whether  tank, 
box,  stock,  flat,  gondola,  rack,  coal,  ore, 
dump,  or  any  other  of  the  numerous  pat- 
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terns  of  vehicles  that  go  to  make  up  a 
train.  Of  course  the  law  does  not  speci- 
fy that  part  of  the  equipment  of  a  train 
known  as  the  tank,  neither  does  it  speci- 
fy a  snow-plow  or  a  pile-driver,  yet  un- 
doubtedly these  are  as  clearly  distinct 
from  the  ordinary  equipment  as  the  tank 
is  from  the  other  cars  in  the  train.  The 
spirit  of  the  law  has  not  been  fully 
lived  up  to  until  every  point  of  contact, 
from  the  rear  part  of  the  train  to  the  front 
•of  the  engine,  where  couplings  are  made 
necessary,  is  provided  with  automatic 
-couplers. 

We  have  heretofore  called  attention  to 
the  figures  submitted  by  the  Interstate 
■Commerce  Commission  in  their  report 
•ending  June  30,  1899,  but  we  will  again 
refer  to  them  as  a  fearful  reminder  why 
this  law  was  enacted. 

"On  June  30,  1899,  there  were  928,924 
persons  employed  on  United  States  rail- 
ways. During  the  year  ending  that  date 
2,210  of  such  employes  were  killed  and 
34,923  were  injured  in  railway  accidents. 
The  number  killed  and  injured  in  coup- 
ling and  uncoupling  cars  in  1893  was  in 
the  ratio  of  1  killed  in  every  349;  injured, 
1  in  every  13.  In  1899  these  ratios  were : 
.  Killed,  1  in  every  563;  and  injured,  1  in 
every  22." 

While  we  have  no  statistics  at  hand  to 
show  the  number  killed  and  injured  in 
coupling  the  tank  of  the  engine  to  other 
cars  in  the  equipment,  we  may  safely  as- 
sume that  the  number  stands  high  in  per 
cent  injured  and  killed  from  the  fact  that 
no  work  can  be  done  with  an  engine  until 
a  coupling  is  made  between  the  tank  and 
the  cars  that  are  proposed  to  be  moved 
by  the  engine.  It  will,  therefore,  be  seen 
that  many  such  couplings  are  necessary 
in  the  course  of  a  trip,  and  are  of  a  more 
dangerous  nature,  owing  to  the  great 
weight  of  the  engine,  than  between  or- 
dinary cars.  The  danger  in  coupling  cars 
of  like  type  draw  heads  is  serious  enough 
when  we  take  the  statistics  to  show  the 
number  maimed  in  this  operation,  but 
when  draw  heads  of  types  so  dissimilar 
as  an  automatic  coupler  and  a  common 
draw  head  come  together  the  danger  is 
magnified  a  hundred  fold,  and  unless  the 
operator  takes  the  precaution  to  change 
the  link  from  the  common  draw  head  to 
the  automatic,  which  act  in  itself  is  a 


source  of  a  great  danger  while  the  cars 
are  in  motion,  the  link,  should  it  not  en- 
ter the  automatic  or  prove  too  large  for 
the  slot  in  same,  will  invariably  break 
and  hurl  the  pieces  with  the  velocity  of  a 
cannon  ball.  The  operator  stands  with 
his  hands  on  either  side  of  the  couplers, 
one  guiding  the  link,  the  other  within  the 
knuckle  of  the  coupler,  ready  to  press  the 
link  close  within  the  slot  to  receive  the 
pin. 

When  we  consider  this  operation  and 
the  dangers  attendant  upon  it,  it  certain- 
ly appeals  to  reason  that  the  law  framed 
for  the  protection  of  employes  in  this 
class  of  work,  intended  to  cover  every  ve- 
hicle in  the  train  that  moves  upon  its  own 
wheels.  It  seems  ridiculous  to  attempt 
to  render  a  technical  construction  when 
the  whole  purpose  of  the  law  is  to  pro- 
tect life  and  limb.  We  wish  our  courts 
would  try  to  familiarize  themselves  some- 
what with  the  equipment  of  our  railways, 
and  the  relation  that  exists  between  one 
vehicle  and  another.  To  omit  the  tank 
from  the  category  of  cars  simply  because 
it  generally  follows  the  engine,  would 
necessarily  mean  that  it  would  not  be 
considered  a  car  if  placed  in  any  other 
part  of  the  train,  which  is  often 
done.  During  our  experience  in  train 
service  we  have  hauled  many  a  tank  with- 
out its  engine,  but  they  have  always  been 
classed  as  cars.  Why  then  at  this  time 
should  they  be  left  out  of  consideration 
altogether?  Should  the  position  that  the 
tank  occupies  in  the  train  change  its 
character  and  constitute  it  a  car,  if  it 
was  not  a  car  before?  Would  the  change 
of  position  of  any  other  car  in  the  train 
transform  that  car  into  one  of  another 
class?  If  a  dead  engine  were  placed  in  a 
train  that  engine  at  once  becomes  a  part 
of  that  train  so  far  as  the  make-up  is 
concerned  and  should  have  every  auto- 
matic appliance  that  the  law  calls  for  for 
the  protection  of  life  and  limb. 

The  law  can  only  reach  its  highest 
value  and  efficiency  when  all  interested 
observe  the  purpose  for  which  the  law 
was  made.  When  such  decisions  are 
made,  as  the  above  by  Judge  Remley, 
they  show  a  disposition  to  be  technical 
rather  than  to  render  an  interpretation  of 
the  law  according  to  its  true  spirit. 
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Perhaps  there  is  not  one  among  us  but 
has  given  more  or  less  thought  to  the 
causes  that  make  so  many  criminals  in 
our  land.  There  are  so  many  differences 
of  opinion,  however,  and  each  supported 
by  more  or  less  tangible  reasons,  that 
sometimes  we  find  ourselves  lost  in 
doubt  as  to  what  really  is  nearer  to  the 
true  reason.  We  find  every  theorem  in 
mathematics  based  upon  a  few  simple 
truths  called  axioms.  They  are  self-evi- 
dent and  they  need  no  proof  to  convince 
the  mind  that  they  are  true.  Nature  has 
its  axioms  as  well  and  if  we  will  but  care- 
fully make  our  researches  along  its  lines 
we  will  find  the  remedy  for  many  an  evil 
that  is  being  worked  out  on  a  wrong  hy- 
pothesis. We  have  many  times  refuted 
the  argument  that  crime  is  directly  at- 
tributable to  economic '  conditions  and 
gave  it  as  our  opinion  that  crime  is  inher- 
ent. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  follow  what  the 
Rev.  R.  A.  White  of  the  Stewart  Avenue 
Universalist  Church  of  Chicago,  has  to 
say  upon  this  subject  as  given  in  the  Chi- 
cago Times  Herald: 

When  society  is  wise  enough  to  take  as 
much  care  in  the  breeding  of  human  be- 
ings as  it  does  in  breeding  cattle,  race 
horses,  cats  and  dogs,  much  of  the  evil 
of  life  will  disappear. 

Evil  is  the  wrong  use  of  things  intended 
for  good.  The  heart  of  things  is  good. 
There  is  no  personal  devil— no  inherent 
dualism  of  good  and  evil.  Through  ig- 
norance men  misuse  laws  and  forces  and 
evil  results.  The  evils  of  social  life  out- 
weigh all  the  evils  they  suffer  from  the 
forces  of  nature.  Some  are  born  diseased, 
born  in  tenements,  live  in  alleys,  are  born 
with  criminal  tendencies  and  grow  up 
under  conditions  which  foster  criminal- 
ity. Why  all  this?  People  so  born  are 
not  to  blame. 

We  view  the  problem  and  talk  piously 
about  divine  providence  and  the  mysteri- 
ous ways  of  God.  But  in  the  main  the 
problem  comes  back  to  the  wrong  use  of 
great  and  beneficent  laws.  Heredity  con- 
serves the  moral  and  intellectual  capital 
of  the  race.  It  must  also  conserve  the 
evil  tendencies.  God  could  not  make  a 
river  which  would  float  only  ships  bound 
on  errands  of  righteousness.  That  so 
many  are  born  with  evil  tendencies  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  parents  somewhere  along 
the  line  have  broken  laws  of  health  or 
morals. 

A  case  is  on  record  that  out  of  709  de- 


scendents  of  a  criminally  inclined  ances- 
tress 106  were  illegitimate,  162  were  beg- 
gars, 181  of  the  women  were  dissolute,  76 
were  criminals,  7  were  condemned  for 
murder,  etc.  Five  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  out  of  the  709  were  tainted  with  the 
criminality  of  their  ancestor.  Yet  society 
hanged  some  of  them,  imprisoned  and 
hunted  others,  built  poorhouses  for  others 
and  talked  piously  about  divine  provid- 
ence. But  it  permitted  these  people  to 
marry  and  intermarry  with  their  kind  and 
continue  to  stock  the  earth  with  beggars 
and  dissolute  women. 

Society  should  see  to  it  that  criminals 
are  not  permitted  to  intermarry  and  rear 
broods  of  criminals.  By  law  or  moral 
suasion  marriages  between  persons  phy- 
sically diseased  should  be  discouraged. 
No  sentimentality  should  interfere  with 
reasonable  measures  to  prevent  the  per- 
petuation of  disease  and  criminality.  So- 
ciety has  no  longer  the  excuse  of  ignor- 
ance. Modern  knowledge  has  revealed 
the  law  of  transmitted  tendencies. 

Thousands  are  born  every  day  in  tene- 
ments reeking  with  disease-breeding 
germs;  reared  in  sunless  rooms  and  al- 
leys, never  a  bit  of  clean  dirt  to  dig  in, 
never  a  bit  of  green  earth  to  play  on. 
Such  children,  or  many  of  them,  grow  up 
sickly  and  criminal.  We  build  hospitals 
and  prisons  and  gallows  for  them  and 
talk  of  providence.  Better  talk  of  the 
criminal  carelessness  and  indifference  of  ' 
a  society  which  permits  in  an  underpopu- 
lated country  like  ours,  with  our  mani- 
fold means  of  production,  the  poorer 
classes  to  so  live  and  so  rear  their  child- 
ren. 

In  Chicago  we  have  land  and  to  spare; 
square  miles  of  it  held  for  speculation  or 
for  raising  cabbages.  Let  Chicago  tear 
down  her  filthy  disease  and  crime  breed- 
ing tenements;  let  our  well-intentioned 
philanthropy  build  cheap  but  wholesome 
houses  on  our  cabbage  gardens  for  the 
small  wage-earner. 

We  are  adepts  at  raising  cabbages  on 
our  unused  land.  How  would  it  be  to 
try,  in  a  rational  and  systematic  way,  our 
hand  at  raising  human  beings,  giving 
something  of  the  same  care  and  attention 
to  the  latter  which  the  farmer  gives  to  the 
former? 

Let  society  take  as  much  care  of  its 

goorer  members  as  the  farmer  takes  of 
is  cattle.  Restrict  marriages  between 
criminals;  give  people  the  best  possible 
conditions  in  which  to  live  and  rear 
children.  With  our  unused  land  let  us 
spread  population  out  a  bit  and  give  them 
sun  and  a  patch  of  ground.  It  is  crimi- 
nal indifference  which  permits  such  herd- 
ing: as  we  permit  in  our  cities. 

When  society  does  its  duty  it  will  have 
less  need  to  marvel  at  the  mysterious 
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ways  of  providence,  which  permits,  in 
this  age  of  intelligence  and  knowledge  of 
physical  and  moral  laws,  so  much  wretch- 
edness, criminality  and  disease.  If  we 
lived  up  to  what  we  know  and  did  what 
we  might  do  the  problem  of  evil  would 
take  on  a  different  aspect. 

Let  the  responsibility  rest  where  it 
should,  not  with  God,  but  with  the  care- 
lessness, greed  and  indifference  of  so- 
ciety. 

That  kind  Providence  to  which  we  look 
for  the  many  blessings  to  sustain  us  has 
endowed  mankind  with  the  power  to 
think  for  himself.  The  laws  of  nature 
are  unyielding  yet  "directions  for  use" 
will  be  found  upon  every  subject  imagin- 
able. The  law  of  transmitted  tendencies 
is  as  clearly  applicable  in  individuals  as 
in  plants  or  the  lower  animals,  and  why 
not?  If  this  be  admitted  should  it  not 


follow  that  the  moral  degeneracy  we  see 
is  the  result  of  abuse  of  nature's  laws 
rather  than  to  any  causes  arising  out  of 
economic  conditions?  Many  of  the  de- 
plorable affairs  that  we  are  crediting  to 
other  causes  are  directly  attributable 
to  transmitted  tendencies  through  mar- 
riage. 

We  believe  Mr.  White  is  correct  in  his 
views  and  we  are  not  willing  that  either 
Providence  or  economic  conditions  should 
take  the  blame  for  what  society  itself  is 
to  blame.  Let  the  laws  of  nature  be 
subserved  and  be  supported  by  efficient 
civil  laws  that  will  prevent  the  marriage 
of  persons  in  whom  criminal  traits  of 
character  are  inherent  and  crime  will 
cease. 


A  NEW  WAGE  SYSTEn  ADVOCATED. 


The  system  of  piece  work,  while  it  does 
not  directly  affect  our  own  craft,  is  one 
which  is  being  discussed  in  the  locomo- 
tive department  and  is  being  adopted 
here  and  there  upon  several  lines  with 
more  or  less  satisfaction. 

The  question  of  wages  is  one  that  touches 
the  lives  of  men  and  women  as  probably 
no  other  can,  and  if  the  conditions  that 
obtain  undergo  a  change  that  promises  a 
doubtful  outcome  in  the  wage  the  laborer 
would  have  received  under  formerly  ex- 
isting circumstances,  he  is  loth  to  adopt 
it,  for  he  holds  all  such  innovations  as 
schemes  to  reduce  wages.  The  laborer 
argues  that  he  is  regarded  merely  as  a 
human  machine,  intended  to  give  a  cer- 
tain number  of  hour's  service  for  a  given 
sum.  If  he  can  reduce  those  hours  or  in- 
crease the  wage  for  them  he  believes  that  it 
is  only  right,  as  he  is  giving  his  life  with 
every  stroke  of  the  hammer.  The  employ- 
er, on  the  other  hand,  loses  sight  of  the 
wear  and  tear  on  this  human  machinery 
and  demands  all  the  service  he  can  get 
for  his  money.  Therefore,  it  will  be  seen 
that  between  the  two,  suspicion  of  one 
for  the  other  prevents  any  mutual  ar- 
rangement of  a  wage  system  that  will  be 
readily  adopted  by  both. 


Mr.  George  W.  Dickie,  manager  of  the 
Union  Iron  Works,  and  who  is  constantly 
associated  with  an  army  of  men  and  boys 
engaged  in  the  production  of  massive 
machinery,  including  great  merchant 
steamships  and  war  vessels  of  the  first 
magnitude,  says  that  the  present  system 
of  reckoning  the  compensation  of  those 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits  is  a  failure 
fraught  with  danger  to  the  community. 
He  thinks  some  other  plan  should  be 
adopted,  and  says  this  must  be  done  or 
the  advantages  of  the  highest  benefits  of 
modern  civilization  will  be  lost  to  the 
myriads  who  are  engaged  in  productive 
occupations,  employers  and  employes 
alike.  Mr.  Dickie's  words  carry  weight 
and  authority,  coming  as  they  do 
from  a  man  of  position  and  experi- 
ence. 

The  Iowa  Unionist  gives  the  following 
excerpt  from  Mr.  Dickie's  address  on  the 
question  of  the  wage  system. 

I  find  that  there  are  generally  two  great 
questions  or  issues  between  the  capitalist 
and  the  men  who  work  for  him,  questions 
that  people  generally  have  got  linked  to- 
gether in  such  a  way  that  it  is  hard  to 
pull  them  apart,  and  yet  they  really  have 
no  very  intimate  legitimate  connection— 
time  and  money.  Qooqk 
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The  workman  wants  to  give  small  time 
and  get  large  money.  The  employer 
wants  to  give  small  money  and  get  large 
time,  and  between  these  questions  of 
time  and  money  the  real  thing  that  the 
workman  can  do,  and  that  his  employer 
wants  done,  is  often  lost  sight  of.  If  an 
hour  of  time  by  any  workman  always 
produced  the  same  industrial  result,  then 
the  questions  of  time  and  money  could 
be  properly  treated  together,  but  anyone 
who  has  had  to  deal  with  them  is  soon 
convinced  that  the  one  is  no  just  measure 
for  the  other. 

Many  capitalists  contend  that  labor  or 
work  is  a  commodity  that  can  be  bought 
and  sold  by  measure,  like  any  other 
marketable  article,  and  that  the  value  of 
it  is  to  be  expressed  in  so  much  per  unit 
of  time.  In  fact,  this  is  the  most  pre- 
valent method  in  buying  and  selling  labor 
in  use  today. 

The  average  man  who  is  in  the  market 
with  his  skilled  labor  for  sale  does  not 
want  to  sell  the  article  he  has  on  the  mar- 
ket, but  hours  of  time  at  so  much  apiece, 
and  during  those  hours  the  purchaser  is 
to  coax  the  article  out  of  him  if  he  can. 
Nothing  else  in  all  the  range  of  commerce 
is  vended  on  these  conditions. 

Piece  work  as  opposed  to  time  work  is  the 
rule  in  some  trades,  but  associated  work- 
men generally  protest  against  it,  claiming 
that  in  all  its  applications  it  is  simply 
task  work,  always  having  behind  it  a  cer- 
tain rate  of  wages  kept  steadily  in  view 
by  the  employer,  who,  as  soon  as  a  work- 
man by  extra  dilligence  manages  to -earn 
more  than  the  employer  thinks  his  wages 
should  be,  begins  to  cut  down  the  price 
per  piece  without  regard  to  what  the 
market  price  allows  him  to  pay  for  labor. 

There  is  unfortunately  much  truth  in 
this  argument  of  the  workmen  against 
piece  work,  for  employers  are  not  always 
just  in  dealing  with  the  workmen  in  re- 
gard to  the  value  of  labor.  This  arises 
from  the  constant  idea  in  the  minds  of 
both  parties  of  some  definite  rate  of 
wages  that  from  the  workman's  point  of 
view  he  should  never  fail  to  reach  and 
from  the  employer's  point  of  view  he 
should  never  by  any  exertion  on  his  part 
be  allowed  to  exceed. 

I  have  for  many  years  been  convinced 
that  neither  time  work  nor  piece  work 
should  be  the  basis  for  settlement  be- 
tween the  employer  and  the  workman, 
and  so  long  as  either  of  these  methods 
prevails  we  must  go  on  fighting  as  we  are 
now  doing,  each  party  keenly  watching 
for  a  chance  to  outflank  the  other. 

I  have  faith  enough  in  human  nature  as 
we  find  it  in  workingmen  and  those  who 
purchase  their  labor  to  believe  that  it 
is  possible  and  quite  practicable  to 
separate  the  labor  cost  from  the  ma- 
terial and  other  costs  in  our  industrial 
products  and  for  the  labor  part  of  our 
products  to  enter  into  partnership  with 
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the  men  who  are  to  perform  the  labor. 

I  know  that  a  desire  to  do  the  very  best 
they  could  by  all  hands  every  day  would 
practically  double  the  labor  result,  and 
with  such  a  possible  margin  to  work  on 
the  employer  and  his  men  might  both 
make  a  good  thing  out  of  it  if  each  had 
faith  enough  in  the  other  to  do  his  best 
for  the  good  of  both. 

I  was  much  interested  while  abroad 
last  summer  in  some  noted  examples  of 
this  method  of  dealing  with  the  labor 
factor  in  industrial  products.  About  the 
end  of  June,  with  some  other  American 
engineers,  I  visited  the  famous  engine 
works  of  Williams  &  Robinson,  Rugby, 
England.  These  works  are  quite  new, 
have  been  laid  out  with  great  skill,  and 
especially  in  what  might  be  called  the 
humanities  or  provisions  for  the  comfort 
of  workmen  they  excel. 

The  principal  product  of  these  works  is 
the  famous  Willan's  engine,  which  is 
made  here  in  all  sizes  from  10  to  3,000 
horsepower.  It  is,  however,  their  method 
of  compensating  the  men  for  their  labor 
in  the  production  of  these  engines  that 
interests  us  just  now.  What  should  be 
the  cost  of  each  engine  they  produce  is 
carefully  estimated,  using  for  the  labor 
items  the  rules  that  prevail  in  England  as 
to  the  amount  of  work  a  man  should  do 
on  an  average. 

The  work  to  be  done  on  every  part  has 
a  definite  value  in  this  estimate,  and  that 
labor  forms  the  foundation  for  settlement 
with  the  man  or  men  that  do  the  work. 

The  old  time  method  is  used  in  connec- 
tion with  this  to  meet  the  prejudice  of  the 
men,  although  I  was  assured  by  both  the 
employers  and  some  of  the  men  I  spoke 
to  that  time  might  be  disregarded.  I 
never  saw  such  a  brisk  lot  of  men  in  any 
works.  Foremen  were  not  needed  to  urge 
the  men  and  could  devote  their  whole  at- 
tention to  the  quality  of  work  produced; 
hence  they  are  called  examiners  in  these 
works  and  pass  upon  the  quality  of  all 
work  done,  signing  the  cards  tor  it  if 
found  satisfactory. 

I  obtained  one  of  these  cards  relating 
to  what  I  considered  the  most  difficult 
class  of  work  to  fix  a  value  for— fitting 
work.  By  this  card  I  found  a  workman 
named  Davis  fitting  two  flywheels  on  a 
crank  shaft,  which  he  accomplished  in8X 
hours.  His  rate  of  pay  gave  him  5s.  3d. 
for  these  hours,  but  his  labor  was  worth 
18s.  4d.  —  13s.  Id.  more  than  his  time 
worth.  This  surplus  is  divided  equally 
between  the  workman  Davis  and  Williams 
&  Robinson.  In  this  case  the  workman 
doubles  his  wages,  and  the  employer 
makes  a  good  profit. 

I  was  assured  that  on  an  average  the 
men  made  60  per  cent  on  their  wages,  and 
the  concern  was  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous in  England. 

I  had  an  opportunity  to  compare  this 
establishment  with  another  in  the  north 
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of  England,  also  engaged  in  the  making 
of  engines,  bnt  where  the  general  method 
of  compensating  the  men  was  the  rale. 
Here  hard  times  was  the  complaint  and 
labor  troubles  absorbing  all  the  brain 
power  of  the  management.  Their  total 
output  was  ^*234,00a  gross  for  the  year, 
with  1,130  men  employed,  while  at  Rugby, 
with  640  men,  the  output  was  ^428,000. 
No  wonder  that  the  one  was  prosperous 
and  the  other  struggling. 

This  is  no  new  condition.  Why,  the  old 
prophet  found  that  the  work  in  building 
the  walls  progressed  rapidly  "because 
the  people  had  a  mind  to  work"— but 
when  one  has  a  mind  to  loaf  no  skill  on 
the  part  of  the  management  can  avert  the 
inevitable  result. 

I  found  another  very  large  concern  en- 
gaged in  general  engineering  work  and 
employing  about  77000  men  making  a 
great  success  of  its  business  by  a  method 
that  it  had  had  in  operation  for.  many 
years. 

Here,  as  in  the  Rugby  case,  a  careful 
estimate  is  made  of  the  labor  value  in- 
volved  in  carrying  out  any  contract. 
This  labor  value,  with  the  plans,  is  sub- 
mitted to  a  committee  representing  the 
workmen.  This  committee  goes  over  the 
estimate  for  labor  with  the  company's 
manager  and,  if  found  true,  accepts  it  on 
behalf  of  the  men.  If  the  total  labor 
value  is,  say  ,£10,000,  and  it  should  go 
through  the  shops  for  a  cost  of  £7,500 
paid  in  wages  (every  man  being  rated  ac- 
cording to  the  wages  paid  in  the  district) 
the  difference  of  /2,500  goes  to  the  credit 
of  the  labor  surplus  fund.  Or,  if  it  should 
cost  ,£11,000,  the  difference  of  ,£1,000 
would  go  to  the  debit  side  of  the  labor 
surplus. 

Each  six  months  the  half  of  the  labor 
'  surplus  is  taken  over  as  the  company's 

§rofit.  The  other  half  becomes  a  divi- 
end  on  labor.  If  this  amounts  to  30  per 
cent  of  the  pay  rolls  for  the  six  months, 
a  man  who  has  during  the  six  months 
been  paid  /"40  in  wages  would  claim  a 
dividend  or £12. 


Here  I  found  the  men  alert  and  striving 
to  do  their  very  best.  If  any  man  found 
a  companion  working  on  a  method  that 
did  not  produce  the  best  results,  he  would 
at  once  put  him  in  the  way  of  doing  bet- 
ter. Any  one  shirking  his  duty  was  do- 
ing so  at  the  expense  of  his  fellow  work- 
men, and  had  to  change  his  ways  or  seek 
work  where  his  shirking  did  not  affect  the 
pockets  of  his  fellow  workmen. 

I  was  shown  here  that  for  many  years 
the  average  dividend  to  labor  was  27  per 
cent. 

I  fully  understand  that  any  such  sys- 
tem of  encouragement  to  workmen  pre- 
sents difficulties  in  every  business,  but 
the  difficulties  are  not  insurmountable. 
Courage  and  honesty,  combined  with  the 
right  kind  of  skill  on  the  part  of  those 
managing  large  industrial  concerns, 
would,  if  patiently  applied,  result  in  such 
benefit  to  workmen  and  those  for  whom 
they  work  as  would  save  many  an  indus- 
try from  impending  ruin. 

Mr.  Dickie's  comparison  between  the 
two  concerns  above  mentioned  certainly 
presents  a  good  argument  for  the 
adoption  of  it  if  all  the  conditions  sur- 
rounding labor  of  the  same  class  were 
the  same  in  both  countries;  but  we  have 
evidence  that  these  conditions  vary  not 
only  in  the  different  latitudes  but  in  coun- 
tries of  the  same  latitude,  even  under  the 
same  government.  If  this  be  true,  what 
assurance  have  we  that  a  plan  similar  to 
that  cited  by  Mr.  Dickie  would  prove  a 
success  here?  We  have  every  respect  for 
Mr.  Dickie's  experience-,  and  also  admit 
the  plan  he  has  given  as  an  illustration 
seems  to  embody  some  excellent  features, 
but  we  believe  that  before  it  can  be 
adopted  it  will  have  to  undergo  a  thor- 
ough trial  in  order  to  win  the  confidence 
and  support  of  the  American  working- 
man. 


A  NOVEL.  SUBSCRIPTION  SCHEME. 


The  Railroad  Employe,  published  at 
Newark,  N.  J.,  presents  in  very  glowing 
colors,  a  new  scheme  called  the  "National 
Railroad  Pension  Agency."  It  is  stated 
that  this  agency  is  being  incorporated 
and  its  purpose  is  stated  to  be  the  formu- 
lation of  a  monster  petition  to  the  na- 
tional congress  at  Washington  to  enact  a 
law  providing  that  all  railroads,  whether 
operated  by  steam  or  electricity,  shall 


pension  all  employes  who  have  served 
that  corporation  for  thirty  years  at  half 
pay,  and  also  to  pension,  at  half  pay,  all 
employes  who  may  be  injured  while  in 
the  company's  employ  five  years  or  longer. 
It  is  proposed  to  get  the  signatures  of  all 
railroad  employes  in  the  United  States  to 
this  petition.  It  is  stated  that  the  agency 
will  at  once  begin  to  secure  a  full  list  of 
employe,  by  congressional  districts;  that 
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no  railroad  company  or  its  special  agents 
will  be  allowed  to  see  these  lists  should 
they  be  disposed  to  object  to  this  work. 
The  belief  is  expressed,  however,  that 
railroad  corporations  will  not  object  to 
this  scheme,  but  on  the  contrary,  will 
favor  it  on  the  ground  that  if  a  servant 
sees  a  future  ahead  of  him,  he  will  be  a 
more  faithful  and  better  employe,  and 
look  more  to  the  interests  of  his  com- 
pany. 

All  this  sounds  very  nice.  It  is,  how- 
ever, not  explained  what  jurisdiction  con- 
gress has  over  electric  railroads,  or  any 
other  railroads,  for  that  matter,  which  are 
not  engaged  in  interstate  business.  We 
all  know  how  the  corporations  are  long- 
ing for  an  opportunity  to  be  permitted  to 
pay  such  pensions.  Of  course  they  would 
not  be  willing  to  do  it  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  congress.  All  they  want  is  an 
opportunity  to  withhold  their  opposition 
to  this  philantrophic  effort.  The  whole 
meat  in  the  nut  is  found  in  the  conditions 
which  are  attached  to  the  scheme.  They 
propose  to  give  a  certificate  of  member- 
ship, showing  age,  department  employed 
in,  number  of  years*  work  on  railroad, 
congressional  district,  post  office  address 
and  their  paper,  The  Railroad  Employe, 
for  three  months  at  the  cost  of  sixty  cents. 
Thirty-five  cents  of  this  is  to  be  paid  on 
the  start,  when  the  paper  and  certificate 


will  be  sent,  and  the  balance  will  be  pay- 
able upon  demand.  Any  railroad  employe 
whose  heart  is  yearning  for  a  chance  to 
sign  this  particular  petition  will  be  ac- 
corded that  privilege  upon  sending  thirty- 
five  cents  and  a  two  cent  stamp  to  the 
president  of  the  "National  Railroad  Pen- 
sion Agency." 

We  have  seen  a  good  many  ingenious 
schemes  for  getting  subscribers  for  pub- 
lications, but  this  has,  at  least,  the  merit 
of  being  original  and  novel.  If  the  rail- 
road employes  of  the  country  desire  to 
make  such  petition  to  congress  and  de- 
sire such  legislation,  those  who  are  organ- 
ized can  effect  that  purpose  through  their 
organizations,  and  those  who  are  unfortu- 
nate enough  not  to  be  organized  or  not  to 
belong  to  any  organization  will  be  per- 
mitted to  sign  without  the  necessity  of 
sending  thirty-five  cents  and  a  two  cent 
stamp.  We  do  not  want  to  be  understood 
as  against  any  reasonable  effort  to  secure 
the  highest  advantages  possible  for  the 
railroad  employes  or  to  secure  pension 
for  them  if  it  can  be  reasonably  and  con- 
stitutionally secured.  We  are,  however, 
against  any  effort  to  that  end  which  has 
for  its  purpose  the  booming  of  the  circu- 
lation of  any  publication  or  the  further- 
ing of  the  personal  interests  of  any  indi- 
vidual or  individuals. 


IS  DRUNKENNE 

Of  all  the  habits  in  which  mankind  in- 
dulges and  which  is  most  often  condoned 
is  that  of  drunkenness.  It  is  true  that  a 
drunken  man  presents  a  pitiful  specta- 
cle; not  that  his  outward  appearance  ex- 
cites our  pity,  but  that  we  pity  his  lack 
of  manhood  to  deny  himself  of  that  which 
makes  him  disgusting  in  the  sight  of  re- 
spectable people. 

When  we  hear  those  who  say  that  they 
indulge  in  drink  because  they  love  its  ef- 
fects, we  think  we  see  them  who  have  no 
pride  left  in  self,  nor  respect  for  the 
mothers  who  bore  them.  Their  maudlin 
conversation  is  filled  with  the  babblings 
of  the  fool,  and  their  very  presence  is  ob- 
noxious to  all  except  those  of  their  own 
class. 


iS  A  DISEASE? 

The  Chicago  Times- Herald,  in  an  edi- 
torial under  the  caption  "The  Disease  of 
Drunkenness,"  says: 

The  Toledo  police  judge  who  has  a 
sympathy  for  plain  drunks  agrees  with 
numerous  sentimentalists  and  pseudo 
scientists  when  he  says  that  they  are  the 
victims  of  a  disease.  Bythe  same  token, 
also,  it  might  be  added  that  gamblers, 
thieves  ana  thugs  of  all  descriptions  are 
likewise  unfortunates,  laboring  under  a 
severe  sickness,  and  we  believe  that  some 
of  the  sentimentalists  and  pseudo  scien- 
tists accept  the  conclusion. 

But  the  truth  is,  nevertheless,  that  these 
pretty  theories  are  essentially  wrong  and 
essentially  demoralizing,  where  demoral- 
ization has  already  gone  too  far.  A  drunk- 
ard who  is  told  that  he  is  suffering  from 
a  disease,  knows  down  deep  in  hts  own 
soul  that  his  principal  suffering  is  a  lack 
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of  manliness.  If  he  has  an  honest  inter- 
val occasionally  he  despises  himself,  rec- 
ognizes that  the  plea  of  a  want  of  will  is 
one  which  might  be  urged  in  defense  of  all 
criminal  weakness,  of  all  dereliction  of 
duty,  as  well  as  in  defense  of  his  worse 
than  beastly  appetite. 

Strictly  speaking,  drunkenness  is  not 
per  se  a  crime,  as  the  sympathetic  justice 
urges,  but  it  is  the  father  of  many  crimes 
—and  even  in  its  "plainest"  aspects  it 
rolls  up  a  greater  total  of  misery,  heart- 
ache, ruin  and  despair  than  all  the  crimes 
put  together.  We  can  imagine  nothing, 
therefore,  which  is  more  fatuous  or  un- 
forgivable than  the  coddling  of  the  indi- 
vidual who  is  responsible  for  a  share  in 
this  total  with  the  notion  that  he  has  no 
responsibility,  that  he  is  somehow  really 
distinguished  as  a  deserving  object  of 
compassionate  concern.  The  whipping 
post  would  serve  his  case  a  thousand 
times  better,  but  unfortunately  the  nature 
of  the  offense  makes  that  impossible. 

Drunkenness  neither  inspires  courage 
nor  crime.  It  simply  benumbs  the  facul- 
ties so  that  persons  do  not  realize  the  re- 
sponsibility so  readily  as  the  normal 
mind  would  perceive  them  when  doing  a 
hazardous  service  or  committing  a  crime. 
It  is  simply  a  loss  of  regard  for  one's  self 
and  safety,  but  the  subject  real- 
izes just  the  same  what  he  does  notwith- 
standing the  many  pleas  that  the  act  was 
done  unconsciously.   No  more  leniency 


should  be  shown  a  criminal  act  nor  an 
act  of  negligence  by  which  disaster  is  in- 
curred while  under  the  influence  of  liquor, 
than  if  the  act  were  committed  in  a  nor- 
mal condition  of  mind. 

A  society  of  young  ladies  in  several 
cities  in  Pennsylvania  have  pledged 
themselves  to  shun  the  company  of  all 
young  men  who  drink  and  have  obligated 
themselves  that  they  will  not  marry  a 
man  who  drinks.  They  are  of  that  sort 
who  lay  aside  all  sentimentality  about  its 
being  a  disease  that  needs  their  pity  and 
associated  influence  to  lift  the  poor  young 
man  out  of  the  gutter.  They  take  the 
only  reasonable  view  of  the  situation  that 
exists  and  put  him  down  as  lacking  suffi- 
cient manhood  to  raise  himself  and  he  is 
thus  justly  isolated  from  the  society  of 
those  within  whose  circle  he  has  no  claim 
to  move.  It  would  be  well  if  society 
everywhere  showed  its  disgust  for  those 
who  drink  and  instead  of  condoning  the 
offense,  banish  them.  If  this  were  estab- 
lished a  general  rule  our  young  men  who 
imagine  that  they  must  "drown  their  grief 
in  red  eye"  would  hesitate  a  long  time 
before  doing  an  act  that  would  isolate 
them  from  the  society  of  ladies,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  number  of  "plain.drunks" 
on  our  police  court  dockets  would  be  ma- 
terially lessened. 


JUDGE  TULEY'S  DECISION. 


Judge  Tuley's  decision  affecting  the 
right  of  unions  to  keep  work  from  non- 
union employers,  presents  a  compre- 
hensiveness of  the  spirit  of  common  law 
that  permits  a  man  to  tell  the  truth  with- 
out fear  of  legal  punishment,  at  any  rate. 
It  is  refreshing  to  get  a  decision  of  this 
nature  after  having  lived  on  a  diet  of  in- 
junctions and  restraints  for  so  long. 
While  society  is  crying  to  be  relieved  from 
the  demoralizing  influences  of  strikes 
and  its  consequent  effects,  it  would  be 
better,  perhaps,  if  it  took  Judge  Tuley's 
view  of  the  circumstances  which  impelled 
them  and  lay  the  injunction  on  the  shelf 
until  such  time  as  a  case  should  arise 
as  it  was  originally  intended  to  cover. 
The  Chicago  Post  says  upon  the  subject: 

The  case  taken  from  the  jury  by2 Judge 
Tuley  (for  he  directed  a  verdictfof  not 


guilty)  was  one  in  which  a  local  non-union 
contractor,  Frank  L.  Davis,  charged  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Mosaic  Workers'  union 
with  conspiracy  to  injure  his  business. 
The  facts  alleged  by  the  plaintiff  were 
admitted,  but  the  construction  put  upon 
them  in  the  complaint  was  denied  by  the 
defendants. 

It  seems  that  the  union  had  issued  a 
circular  to  architects,  builders  and  con- 
tractors, setting  forth  that  Frank  L.  Davis 
was  the  only  mosaic  manufacturer  in 
Chicago  who  had  refused  to  sign  the 
agreement  with  the  union,  and  in  con- 
sequence no  union  men  would  work  for 
him.  The  circular  further  said:  "We 
therefore  request  you  not  to  let  any  con- 
tract to  him  until  he  has  acceded  to  our 
demands.  Sympathetic  strikes  will  result 
on  any  building  where  he  gets  a  con- 
tract.'' 

Was  there  in  these  statements  a  wrong- 
ful attempt  to  injure  the  non-union  con- 
tractor? After  summing  up  the  evidence 
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Judge  Tuley  declared  the  law  bearing 
upon  the  facts  to  be  as  follows: 

"The  law  holds  that  any  person  in  com- 
petition with  another  may  state  the  truth 
regarding  the  business  of  the  other,  how- 
ever injurious  to  the  business  of  the  other 
that  truth  may  be.  This  is  true  of  com- 
binations and  corporations  as  well  as  of 
individuals.  The  motive  in  making  such 
truthful  though  injurious  statements  may 
be  to  take  from  the  other  some  of  his 
business  and  to  add  to  the  business  of 
the  person  making  those  statements.  The 
motive  is  a  legal  one.  The  act  and  the 
motive  in  this  case  are  both  legal." 

In  other  words,  competition  is  indus- 
trial warfare,  and  injury  is  not  the  test  of 
wrong.  A  man  has  a  right  to  attract  all 
the  patronage  he  can,  not  only  by  prais- 
ing his  own  goods,  but  by  telfing  un- 
favorable things  (provided  they  are  true) 
about  the  goods  of  his  rivals.  He  may 
injure  them,  but  his  method  is  not  wrong- 
ful. The  Mosaic  Workers'  union  simply 
told  the  truth  about  its  relation  to  Davis 
and  the  consequences  that  would  follow 
the  letting  of  contracts  to  him.  An  injury 


may  have  resulted,  but  such  an  injury  as 
the  union  had  a  legal  right  to  inflict. 

The  effect  of  the  above  decision  is 
further  reaching  in  effect  than  that  which 
simply  accords  the  right  to  turn  the  tide 
of  trade  by  truthful  statements  concern- 
ing a  man's  business.  It  shows  to  the 
people  wherein  lies  the  primary  cause  of 
many  labor  disturbances  and  just  what 
caused  them.  The  case  decided  by  Judge 
Tuley  was  one  that,  had  he  taken  the 
ordinary  view  given  such  matters  by  other 
judges  and  granted  a  restraining  order, 
the  very  condition  of  affairs  described  in 
the  circular  must  have  taken  place,  and 
as  a  result  the  usual  influences  of  a  strike 
affecting  the  whole  community  must  have 
taken  place.  A  general  interpretation  of 
the  law  on  the  same  lines  by  all  onr 
judges  would  very  materially  lessen  the 
number  of  strikes  and  afford  a  means  of 
settling  differences  between  employer  and 
employe  without  having  to  resort  to  the 
strike. 


NOMINATIONS 

Gunton's  Magazine  contains  an  article 
on  the  subject  of  abolishing  conventions 
and  instead  thereof  to  nominate  by  peti- 
tion. It  is  suggestive  of  primary  reform 
and  proposes  that  the  nomination  of  can- 
didates be  made  by  petition  of  registered 
voters.  The  plan  is  democratic  in  nature 
and  invites  a  wider  interest  in  politics 
than  the  present  method  which  too  often 
is  made  the  subject  of  corrupt  influences. 
In  illustration  of  the  plan,  it  says : 

Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  nomination 
of  congressmen,  provide  that  every  name 
presented  with  the  endorsement  of  fifty 
enrolled  republicans  or  democrats  shall 
be  placed  upon  the  nominating  ballot  in 
alphabetical  order.  In  this  way  any  per- 
son whom  fifty  voters  of  his  own  party 
desire  to  have  submitted  to  the  people's 
approval  as  a  candidate  can  be  put  upon 
the  list.  At  the  legal  primaries  the  vot- 
ing is  open  to  the  entire  electorate  of  the 
district,  who  are  entitled  to  vote  in  the 
party  primary.  The  person  who  receives 
the  largest  number  of  votes  in  the  secret 
ballot  thus  taken  becomes  the  party  nom- 
inee, whose  name  is  to  go  upon  the  offi- 
cial ballot  on  election  day.  This  would 
do  two  things :  it  would  give  the  voters 


BY  PETITION. 

not  merely  the  right  but  the  protected  op- 
portunity to  nominate,  because  it  would 
enable  every  person  of  any  appreciable 
popularity  to  nave  his  name  submitted  to 
the  voters  of  his  party  for  nomination. 
The  organization  might  nominate  a  can- 
didate but  they  could  not  influence  the 
voters  any  more  than  they  can  now  do  so 
at  the  polls.  In  short,  this  would  place 
the  nomination  of  candidates  under  the 
protection  of  the  secret  ballot,  which  has 
already  been  adopted  as  the  last  resource 
for  protecting  the  citizen's  vote  at  the 
polls. 

There  are  several  things  to  be  consid- 
ered in  a  plan  of  this  nature  aside  from 
that  of  first  making  it  a  part  of  our  con- 
stitution. Whether  the  benefit  to  be  at- 
tained will  justify  a  change  in  our  pres- 
ent methods  which  alone  seem  adequate 
with  so  great  a  population  as  we  have  in 
the  United  States,  is  a  question  for 
broader  economists  to  decide.  However, 
it  presents  a  fair,  rational  method,  to  our 
mind,  that  would  be  a  marked  improve- 
ment upon  the  present  convention  system 
in  which  boodle  and  corruption  seem  to 
predominate. 

Digitized  by  Google 


No  communication  will  be  used  unless  the  name  of  the  author  is  furnished  us. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

"Let  all  the  bitterness,  aud  wrath,  and  anger, 
and  clamour,  and  evil  speaking:,  be  put  away  from 
you.  with  all  malice,  and  be  ye  kindly  affectionate, 
one  to  another,  tender  hearted,  forgiving  one 
another." 

The  founders  of  the  L.  A.  must  have  had  St. 
Paul's  exhortation  to  the  Ephesians  in  mind  when 
the  code  of  conduct  for  its  members  was  formu- 
lated. How  the  doctrine  of  the  Bible  permeates 
every  sentence  of  the  solemn  obligation  every 
member  is  required  to  take,  and  our  lectures  are 
an  epitome  of  the  Gospel.  Nothing  but  the  spirit 
of  Christ's  teachings  could  produce  such  a  code  of 
principles  and  conduct  as  is  taught  in  our  ritual. 
Every  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  Bible  is  taught. 
Visiting  the  sick,  caring  for  the  needy,  bearing 
one  another's  burdens,  charity,  truth,  friendship, 
sisterly  love.  Sisters,  how  many  of  us  bear  in 
mind  the  solemn  promise  of  cultivating  sisterly 
love,  that  our  solemn  obligation  requires  of  us? 

It  is  not  surprising  that  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
women  drawn  into  an  organisation  such  as  ours, 
and  perhaps  most  of  the  members  strangers  one  to 
another,  that  there  should  be  many  conflicting  ele- 
ments, and  anything  but  a  sisterly  feeling  prevail. 
But  remember,  we  promise  on  bended  knees,  with 
hand  oa  the  Bible,  before  Almighty  God,  to  culti- 
vate sisterly  love.  Do  we  do  it? 

To  me  our  obligation  is  as  awfully  solemn  and 
binding  as  my  church  vows,  and  I  think  candidates 
ought  to  be  made  to  more  fully  appreciate  the 
solemnity  of  the  obligation  they  will  be  required 
to  take. 

Oh.  how  I  wish  I  might  impress  on  every  mem- 
ber the  deep  significance  of  our  solemn  vow.  "I 
will  not  traduce  a  Sister,  nor  allow  her  good  name 
assailed,  if  in  my  power  to  prevent  it."  Is  it  not 
in  our  power  to  prevent  hearing  a  Sister's  name 
assailed?  We  surely  can  refuse,  at  least,  to  listen, 
if  not  prevent  the  words  being  said.  And  bow 
much  need  we  have  of  patient  forbearance,  doing 
unto  others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto 
us. 

What  a  power  for  good  we  might  be  if  the  spirit 
of  our  motto,  "charity,  truth  and  friendship."  was 
the  rule  of  our  lives. 

Since  my  last  we  have  added  three  new  mem- 
bers to  our  Auxiliary  and  have  several  that  are 
considering  the  idea  of  membership.  The  at- 
tendance at  our  meetings  is  good  and  a  good  in- 
terest prevails.    Our  socials  are  a  success  finan- 


cially and  socially.  We  are  just  finishing  a  beauti- 
ful silk  quilt,  which  will  be  disposed  of  soon  to 
help  inflate  our  bank  account.  Should  you  not 
hear  from  116  again  during  the  summer  it  will  be 
because  the  correspondent  is  actively  engaged  in 
farming  and  looking  after  her  chicken  ranch,  and 
will  have  no  time  for  such  frivolous  things  as  let- 
ter writing! 

There  are  several  of  the  Sisters  planning  to  at- 
tend the  convention  in  June,  but  because  of  the 
before  mentioned  occupation, your  scribe  will  have 
to  remain  at  home  to  run  the  farm,  while  the  pater 
runs  his  train:  so  when  the  old  conductor  has  to  re- 
tire it  may  be  to  a  farm  of  his  own  instead  of  one 
provided  by  the  Conductors,  or  beginning  to  learn 
the  tailoring  or  shoemaker's  trade.  Greetings  to 
all  the  Sisters  from  116.  Corrbspondbnt. 

Newton.  Kans. 

<3 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  spring  is  almost  here  I  will  try  to  get  ahead 
of  the  robins  and  warble  my  little  piece  in  the 
journal  for  the  benefit  of  Auxiliary  115. 

At  our  last  meeting  we  held  a  dime  social  in  the 
rooms  after  business  was  transacted.  Sister  Brad- 
ly.  Chairman,  with  four  other  Sisters,  acted  as  a 
committee.  Cards  were  played  and  light  refresh- 
ments served.  Each  Sister  invited  friends,  and  a 
neat  little  sum  was  realized.  All  had  such  a  good 
time  that  we  have  decided  to  have  another  March 
15th.  Progressive  pedro  will  be  the  feature  of  the 
afternoon.  I  know  Sister  Wilkie  is  looking  for- 
ward to  getting  the  prize,  as  she  is  the  lucky  one 
where  consolation  comes  in.  Sister  Eagen  of 
Frankfort  has  been  very  ill.  but  is  on  the  gain,  and 
we  hope  to  have  her  soon  with  us  again.  What 
has  become  of  Division  ISO?  Auxiliary  115  is  sav- 
ing all  spare  pennies  so  that  when  Division  150 
wakes  up  it  will  have  to  be  more  than  a  dime  social 
to  make  up  for  lost  time. 

Will  whisper  just  a  little  secret:  Brothers,  save 
all  your  pennies,  too.  for  Auxiliary  115  is  talking  of 
having  a  grand  ball  in  April,  where  all  Sisters  and 
Brothers  will  dance  the  old  fantastic  of  a  century 
ago. 

We  have  one  candidate  for  next  meeting.  We 
should  have  initiated  Brother  Wolliver's  better 
half  four  months  ago.  but  he  has  been  very  ill— is 
now  getting  better,  so  we  hope  to  have  ber  for 
candidate  soon.  The  doors  of  Auxiliary  115  stand 
open  wide  to  all  the  Sisters. 

Utica,  N.Y.  Mrs.  Geo.  Penner. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

The  following  officers  were  elected  by  Auxiliary 
No.  126:  Pres..  Mrs.  Nora  Haverly:  V.  P..  Mrs.  Nel- 
lie Londy;  S.  S„  Mrs.  Mary  Dunn;  J.  S.  Mrs.  Fannie 
Danner;  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  Clara  Fletche:  Guard.  Mrs. 
Miller;  Chairman  of  Bz.  Com..  Mrs.  Berkley;  Cor.. 
Mrs.  Martha  Myers:  Musician.  Mrs.  Ella  Warner; 
Delegate.  Mrs.  Martha  Myers:  Alternate,  Mrs. 
Lydia  Butter:  Ins.  Agt..  Mrs.  Underwood.  With 
such  an  able  corps  of  officers  Auxiliary  126  ought 
to  prosper  the  coming  year.  On  Dec.  17. 1900.  we 
celebrated  our  second  anniversary  by  serving  an 
elegant  banquet  and  inviting  the  members  of  Div- 
ision 165.  I  was  unable  to  attend  on  account  of  sick- 
cess  but  I  know  everybody  enjoyed  themselves. 

FortlScott.  Kan.  Correspondent. 

a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  117  finished  up  our  silk  friendship  quilt 
in  August.  Sister  Geo.  Lumpkin,  our  S.  and  T..  got 
the  most  on  her  square,  so  she  was  the  lucky  win- 
ner and  the  quilt  fell  to  her.  She  had  between 
forty-five  and  fifty  dollars  given  her.  We  had  an 
entertainment  at  Sister  Lumpkin's  to  decide  who 
was  to  get  the  quilt.  Each  member  carried  her 
money  sealed  in  an  envelope  with  her  name  on  it. 
A  committee  of  two  Brothers  of  Division  146  were 
appointed  to  open  them  and  call  out  the  amount 
each  had  collected.  The  contest  was  getting  to  be 
really  exciting,  when  they  finally  called  out  Sister 
Lumpkin's  amount;  and  then  you  ought  to  have 
seen  the  balance  of  us  wilt!  The  total  amount  col- 
lected on  the  quilt  was  $91.30.  Refreshments  were 
served  later,  and  we  had  a  royal  good  time,  as  we 
always  do  with  i  Brother  and  Sister  Lumpkin  as 
host  and  hostess.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cbnrchill  was  pres- 
ent that  night  [it  was  the  last  entertainment  she 
ever  attended,  as  she  died  a  few  days  later,  at  the 
residence  of  your  correspondent]  and  she  made 
such  a  nice  talk  in  the  interest  of  the  home  at 
Highland  Park.  She  had  visited  the  home  and  bad 
its  interest  very  much  at  heart. 

We  had  six  additions  to  our  membership  last 
year  and  have  two  petitions  in  already  for  this 
year,  and  the  promise  of  several  more.  On  Nov. 
20  we  gave  an  oyster  supper  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Lumpkin.  We  realized  quite  a  nice  little 
sum  and  enjoyed  ourselves  thoroughly.  Sister 
Taylor  distinguished  herself  as  an  entertainment 
committee  and  kept  every  one  in  a  high  state  of 
good  humor. 

There  have  been  several  deaths  in  our  member's 
families  during  the  last  year,  and  our  hearts  go 
out  in  sympathy  to  them  all.  Brother  J.  T.  Hunt 
has  had  quite  a  bad  spell  of  pneumonia,  but  we 
are  glad  to  say  he  is  out  again  and  back  on  the 
road. 

Our  new  officers  are  as  follows:  Pres..  Mrs.  G.  A. 
Taylor:  Vice  Pres..  Mrs.  C.  A.  Hardwick;  S.  &  T.. 
Mrs.  Geo.  Lumpkin:  S.  S..  Mrs.  W.  C.  Hancken;  J. 
S..  Mrs.  W.  D.  Short;  Guard,  Mrs.  C.  Winegar;  Ex. 
Com..  Mrs.  J.  T.  Hunt.  Mrs.  E.  J.  Hall  and  Mrs.  J. 
Norman;  Correspondent  and  Delegate.  Mrs.  C.  M 
Lansford:  Alternate,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Hardwick. 

Our  last  meeting  was  indeed  a  very  happy  one. 
The  Sisters  of  117  having  prepared  a  delightful 
surprise  to  your  humble  servant,  the  retiring 
president.  It  came  in  the  form  of  a  very  hand- 
some chocolate  set.  the  presentation  being  made 


with  a  neat  little  speech  by  Sister  Hardwick. 
Light  refreshments  were  then  served  by  our  Presi- 
dent and  Guard.  Sisters  Taylor  and  Winegar.  after 
which  the  regular  order  of  business  was  resumed. 

News  came  to  us  last  week  of  the  terrible  mis- 
fortune that  has  befallen  the  family  of  Brother 
W.  H.  Wilkes,  of  Prattville.  His  mother  lost  her 
home  by  fire  and  his  two  sisters  were  cremated  in 
the  building.  He  also  lost  his  home  which  is  next 
door.  Mas.  C.  M.  Lansford. 

Birmingham .' Ala. 

<$ 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

•  The  following  are  the  officers  of  Auxiliary  147— 
Pres..  Mrs.  M.  Chapman:  Vice  Pres..  Mrs.  G.  Hill: 
S.  &  T..  Mrs.  Fugate:  J.  S..  Mrs.  Rhodes:  S.  S.. 
Mrs.  A.  Forkner;  Ch'm  of  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  C.  Han- 
ford:  and  Correspondent.  Mrs.  Watson. 

A  surprise  party  was  given  the  O.  R.  C.  by  the 
ladies,  last  January,  at  which  everyone  had  a  good 
time. 

Our  Auxiliary  has  been  very  unfortunate  in  the 
loss  through  death  and  removal  of  so  many  Sisters, 
but  still  we  struggle  on  and  trust  in  God.  We  are 
employing  ourselves  now  by  piecing  a  silk  quilt, 
which  we  expect  to  raffle  off  and  thus  replenish 
our  almost  empty  treasury.  After  finishing  this 
quilt  we  expect  to  make  another  one  out  of  ties 
given  us  by  the  members  of  the  O.  R.  C.  Here  is 
where  we  expect  help  from  all  Divisions.  We 
should  like  to  have  every  Brother  send  us  one  neck 
tie,  also  his  Division  and  number,  all  of  which  we 
expect  to  utilise  in  our  quilt  The  Sisters  can  help 
us  in  this  by  reminding  the  delinquent  Brothers  of 
their  ties.  We  should  like  the  ties  sent  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  when  you  are  through  reading  this  re- 
quest go  find  your  tie  and  send  it  at  once:  with 
many  thanks  in  advance.     Mrs.  C.  G.  Watson. 

East  Las  Vegas.  N.  M. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  244  invited  the  L.  A.  148  to  joint  installa- 
tion. The  following  officers  were  installed  by 
Sisters  Miles  and  Bradish:  Pres..  Mrs.  Ella 
Roberts:  Vice  Pres..  Mrs.  Lou  Bates:  S.  &  T..  Mrs. 
Mary  Fennel:  S.  S..  Mrs.  F.  Lyons:  J.  S.. 
Mrs.  W.  Marvell:  Guard.  Mrs.  W.  O.  Smith;  Ex. 
Com..  Mrs.  J.  Payne.  Mrs.  F.  Clark  and  Mrs. 
Roberts:  Musician.  Mrs.  Geo.  Bevears:  Ins.  Agt.. 
Mrs.  Prosser;  Delegate.  Mrs.  M.  Mattingly;  Alter- 
nate. Mrs.  William  Brown:  Correspondent.  Mrs. 
Mary  Martin. 

As  soon  as  the  ceremony  of  installing  our  officers 
was  completed  Chief  Conductor  Phelps,  in  behalf 
of  the  Brothers  of  244,  presented  our  installing  of- 
ficer with  a  beautiful  bouquet  of  carnations. 
Sister  Myles  thanked  the  Brothers  in  behalf  of  her 
own  Auxiliary,  148.  for  courtesy  shown  the  Sisters. 
The  conductors  then  proceeded  to  install  their 
officers.  Then  songs  and  recitations  were  the 
order  of  the  evening.  At  ten  o'clock  supper  was 
announced.  A  delicious  repast  was  then  partaken 
of  by  one  hundred  members  and  friends.  At  one 
o'clock,  tired  but  happy,  the  two  special  electric 
cars  in  waiting  took  us  home  to  Colorado  City. 

We  began  the  new  year  with  a  New  Year's  watch 
at  Sister  Norvall's.  Sisters  Clark  and  Martin  as- 
sisted in  entertaining  for  the  evening.  Sister 
Myles  has  been  very  sick,  and  is  recovering  very 
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slowly:  also  the  son  of  Sister  Hawk,  was  very  low 
with  pneumonia. 

Tbe  fancy  dress  ball  which  was  given  by  the  L. 
A„  Feb.  22. 1901.  was  a  grand  success  socially  and 
financially.  Auxiliary  148  has  been  very  prosper- 
ous in  the  past  year.  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  have 
lost  some  of  our  members.  Sister  Harrington  mov- 
ing to  St.  Louis;  Sister  Ingham  is  living  in  Old 
Mexico:  Sister  Moblely  is  going  to  Ft.  Worth. 
Texas. 

All  Sisters  coming  to  Colorado  City  will  find  a 
cordial  welcome  extended  them  from  the  Sisters 
here.  Mrs.  Masy  Martin. 

Colorado  City.  Colo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Because  we  have  not  been  heard  from  for  some 
time  the  Sisters  need  not  think  that  we  are  no 
longer  in  the  land  of  living.  On  the  contrary  we 
are  prospering:  our  treasury  is  in  good  condition: 
everything  in  excellent  running  order  and  we  have 
faith  that  the  future  has  better  things  in  store  for 
us.  The  sky  is  not  always  sunshine.:  often  we  find 
a  cloud  overlooking  the  shoulder  of  sunshine.  We 
then  buckle  on  our  armour  anew  with  a  strong  de- 
termination to  stand  by  the  ship  no  matter  how 
many  breakers  may  be  ahead  of  us. 

We  have  two  applications  for  membership  and 
we  hope  to  have  many  more  added  to  our  list  The 
officers  for  tbe  year  are  as  follows:  Pres..  Mrs.  Geo. 
Dervesten  V.  P..  Mrs.  Ben  Mankin;  S.  and  T.. 
Mrs.  William  Kacy:  S.  S..  Mrs.  W.  S.  Garr:  J.  S.. 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Drake:  Guard.  Mr.  J.  N.  Creamer:  Ex. 
Com..  Mrs.  W.  T.  Drake.  Mrs.  J.  N.  Creamer  and 
Mrs.  G.  B.  M.  Sewell;  Delegate.  Mrs.  W.  S.  Garr: 
Alternate.  Mrs.  J.  N.  Creamer. 

On  February  22  we  celebrated  our  tenth  annual 
masquerade  ball.  It  was  a  most  encouraging  suc- 
cess and  netted  a  snug  sum  for  our  treasury.  We 
are  now  busy  preparing  a  box  for  the  Home  at 
Highland  Park.  We  are  looking  forward  with  great 
pleasure  to  tbe  meeting  of  many  Sisters  in  tbe 
beautiful  city  of  St.  Paul,  and  we  trust  that  every- 
thing done  at  the  coming  convention  will  be  for 
the  best  interest  of  tbe  Order  and  its  auxiliary. 
With  best  wishes  and  prosperity  for  all  Divisions. 

Huntington.  Ind.  Erie. 

a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  10  installed  the  following  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year:  Pres..  Mrs.  Effie  Caroll:  V.-P.. 
Mrs.  Bella  Masters:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  M.  Finnerty: 
J.  S..  Mrs.  M.  O'Hara:  S.  S..  Mrs.  G.  Frarenfelter; 
Guard.  Mrs.  Anna  McCue:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  K.  Big- 
art.  Mrs.  J.  Dooley.  Mrs.  D.  Howley;  Corres..  Mrs. 
O.  J.  Miler:  Del..  Mrs.  M.  Finnerty:  Alt.  Mrs.  Effie 
Caroll.  Past  Pres.  Sister  Fowler  of  Binghampton 
acted  G.  P.  and  Sister  Gardner.  Assistant.  Our 
Auxiliary  have  started  the  new  century  with  very 
bright  prospects  and  to  help  the  treasury  along 
the  president  started  aseriesof  poverty  teas  given 
at  the  homes  of  the  different  Sisters,  and  they 
have  proved  so  far  a  success,  and  we  hope  to  keep 
the  good  work  up  so  that  in  tbe  future  we  may  be 
able  to  give  a  fifty  thousand  dollar  dinner  to  the 
Railway  Conductors  instead  of  giving  their  wives 
a  poverty  tea.  One  draw-back  to  our  Auxiliary  is 
the  very  poor  attendance  of  the  members  at  tbe 
meetings.  It  seems  rather  discouraging  to  the  of- 


ficers to  hold  a  meeting  with  a  hall  full  of  chairs 
unoccupied.  It  seems  that  any  Sister  could  afford 
to  spend  an  afternoon  twice  a  month  and  I  do  wish 
they  would  attend  the  meetings  more  regularly, 
and  I  hope  that*  the  near  approach  of  spring  and 
Easter  bonnets  will  see  all  of  our  members  at 
meeting.  Mrs.  O.  J.  Miller. 

Scran  ton.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  No.  12  installed  tbe  following  officers: 
Pres..  Ella  Harper ;  V.  P..  Edith  Mollmore;  S.  and  T„ 
Ida  Myers;  S.  S..  Jennie  Scoefield;  J.  S..  Vina 
Myers:  Guard.  Edith  Billings:  Ex.  Com..  Sisters 
Anna  McMicles.  Anna  Conners.  Samantba  Harper: 
Delegate.  Ida  Myers:  Alternate.  Jennie  Scoefield; 
Ins.  Agt.  Ella  Harper:  Cor..  Vina  Myers.  We  look 
forward  to  a  prosperous  and  happy  year.  While 
we  are  only  a  few  in  number  we  work  in  harmony 
and  peace  for  the  good  of  the  Auxiliary.  If  any  of 
us  can  look  back  over  tbe  year  just  passed  and  see 
wherein  they  could  have  been  more  faithful  to  the 
Order  may  they  be  fully  determined  to  do  more  in 
the  new  year  which  is  now  before  us.  At  our  last 
regular  meeting  we  initiated  one  candidate  and 
have  bright  prospects  for  more:  Now  we  are  look- 
ing forward  with  much  pleasure  to  a  visit  from  our 
Grand  President.  It  has  been  a  long  time  since 
she  met  with  us  and  we  are  anxiously  awaiting 
her  coming.  God  bless,  watch  and  protect  each 
and  all.  Vina  Myers. 

Bellevue.  Ohio. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Today  is  St.  Patrick's  day.  How  significant  the 
meaning  to  every  patriotic  son  of  Erin.  The  sun 
shines  brigbtly.  The  air  is  balmy  as  a  May  day 
and  happiness  gleams  from  the  faces  of  passers  by 
as  they  glance  proudly  at  the  knot  of  emerald  rib- 
bon and  sprig  of  shamrock  worn  upon  each  manly 
breast.  I  admire  patriotism  in  all  classes— let  the 
Irishman  cling  with  fond  memories  to  the  land  of 
the  shamrock.  Let  tbe  Scotchman  shed  tears, 
when  you  speak  of  the  heather.  Let  tbe  German 
love  the  music  of  the  fatherland;  the  Italians  ad- 
mire their  art  and  artist,  and  the  Englishman  bow 
with  reverence  to  her  stately  sovereign-but  let  us 
as  Americans  be  more  ambitious  and  liberty  lov- 
ing and  patriotic  than  them  all.  Let  us  as  mem- 
bers of  the  L.  A.  to  O.  of  R.  C.  be  true  to  our  Order. 
We  have  our  great  national  holidays  which  we  ob- 
serve with  all  due  ceremonies,  but  the  day  upper- 
most in  our  minds  now  is  the  opening  day  of  the 
coming  convention  and  the  days  following. 

We  had  an  unusually  interesting  meeting  Wed- 
nesday afternoon.  We  have  been  at  work  for 
weeks.  Our  president  has  appointed  her  commit- 
tees and  each  section  is  conscientiously  at  work 
doing  her  share  of  the  work.  We  have  a  card  party 
the  coming  Wednesday  afternoon  at  the  Bucking- 
ham. The  privilege  has  been  kindly  tendered  us 
by  Sister  Cole,  who  has  only  recently  joined  our 
ranks.  We  have  been  having  several  entertain- 
ments of  late  which  have  been  most  successful. 
The  hostesses  have  been  Sister  D.  E.  Hickey,  Sis- 
ter E.  R.  McGiven.  Sister  McCall  and  our  presi- 
dent. At  our  next  meeting  we  will  make  out  tbe 
program  for  the  opening  day  of  the  convention. 

The  local  committee  has  secured  the  Merchant's. 
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Hotel  for  headquarters  for  tbe  convention,  which 
I  think  will  give  very  satisfactory  service.  The 
hotel  is  practically  bat  one  block  from  the  Union 
depot.  It  is  on  East  3d  street.  Cor.  of  Jackson  St. 
The  depot  loop  car  passes  the  door  which  connects 
with  all  of  the  car  lines  of  the  city.  The  board  is 
excellent  and  the  rates  are  from  $2  to  $4  per  day. 
according  to  location  of  rooms.  Splendid  service 
will  be  given  for  S3  per  day.  Through  the  courtesy 
of  Gov.  Van  Sant  we  have  been  given  the  use  of 
the  Senate  chamber  of  the  state  capitol  to  hold  our 
convention.  The  hall  has  a'  commodious  seating 
capacity,  with  a  comfortable  gallery.  The  inter- 
urban  Rice  St.,  Maria  Ave.  and  Ran  do  car  lines 
pass  by  the  door  and  it  is  but  a  short  walk  from  the 
hotel.  The  conductors  will  have  their  head- 
quarters at  the  Ryan  hotel.  It  was  deemed  advis- 
able to  have  the  two  grand  bodies  have  separate 
headquarters.  We  are  looking  forward  to  having 
a  most  successful  and  profitable  session.  Let  us 
stand  by  our  leaders  and  let  us  always  have  the  in- 
terest of  the  Order  uppermost  in  our  minds  and 
let  us.  dear  Sisters,  as  women  conduct  the  coming 
convention  so  that  the  Conductors'  noble  body  of 
legislators  that  they  are— will  have  no  cause  to 
cast  reflection  upon  us  or  upon  our  Order.  'Tis  a 
noble  work  we  have  undertaken  now  let  us  see  to 
it  that  we  do  the  work  well.  Above  all  things  let 
us  be  careful  to  keep  our  doings  within  the  walls 
of  the  convention  hall  and  not  bother  the  conduc- 
tors with  our  grievances— i  f  we  have  any.  But  God 
grant  that  there  may  be  nothing  of  tbe  kind.  I 
read  with  delight  Sister  Moore's  letter  in  The 
Conductor.  We  have  an  able  leader  who  works 
carefully  and  conscientiously.  Let  us  appreciate 
her  efforts.  Our  weather  is  delightful  at  present. 
I  hope  that  fortune  will  favor  us  with  much  pleas- 
ant weather  convention  week.  Tbe  Locomotive 
Engineers,  the  Firemen,  the  Trainmen  and  their 
Auxiliaries  are  all  planning  to  entertain  our  vis- 
itors in  some  way. 

I  am  personally  acquainted  with  a  jeweler  in  the 
city  and  I  am  having  him  make  me  a  small  key  (a 
little  golden  key)  to  give  to  Mrs.  Moore,  our  Grand 
President,  when  she  comes  to  the  convention. 
This  key  will  unlock  the  portals  of  the  city;  it  will 
also  unlock  the  hearts  of  each  of  the  members  of 
Auxiliary  No.  96.  and  the  key  is  so  constructed 
that  Mrs.  Moore,  by  virtue  of  her  office,  will  im- 
part to  each  one  of  the  visiting  delegates  the 
charm  which  the  key  will  have  given  to  her.  Now. 
friends,  we  want  you  to  understand  that  the  city  of 
St.  Paul  will  be  yours  while  you  are  in  it.  We 
want  you  to  enjoy  every  moment  you  spend  in  the 
Twin  Cities,  and  we  want  you  to  carry  home  with 
you  fond  recollections  of  our  North  Star  State,  of 
its  beautiful  Minnehaha  Palls  and  the  other  pleas- 
ures it  affords.  Let  each  one  of  us  do  our  duty  and 
make  an  effort  to  see  that  the  convention  of  1901 
will  go  down  to  history  as  being  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  and  profitable  of  any  session  yet  held. 
Let  us  legislate,  and  that,  too.  with  skill  and 
reason.  Mrs.  J.  C.  McCall. 

St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Although  at  the  eleventh  hour  No.  17  L.  A.  to  O. 
R.  C.  sends  greeting  to  The  Conductor  and  all  - 
Brothers  and  Sisters  of  our  Order,  wishing  all  a 


prosperous  year,  with  sorrows  none  and  pleasures 
many. 

The  old  story  of  election  and  installation  of  offi- 
cers (while  often  told,  yet  none  the  less  important) 
was  a  feature  of  our  meeting  Dec.  21. 1900.  and  Jan. 
4, 1901.  when  an  efficient  band  of  officers  were  elect- 
ed and  installed,  that  bespeaks  for  the  Division  a 
successful  year's  work.  The  year  1900  was  quite  a 
red  letter  year  to  our  Auxiliary  in  some  respects 
at  least.  It  was  a  year  of  sociability  and  pleasure 
and  good  will  to  all.  with  but  little,  if  anything,  to 
mar  peace  and  harmony  within  our  borders.  The 
dread  monster  death,  did  not  cross  our  threshold, 
and  we  did  not  loose  a  member  in  any  way.  and 
gained  tnree  by  initiation.  Our  meetings  were  well 
attended  and  successful  in  all  the  routine  of  busi- 
ness. Our  dime  socials  have  been  a  success  and 
full  of  pleasure.  We  therefore  feel  thankful  for  the 
year  1900.  L.  V.  Riooin. 

St.  Joseph.  Mo. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

My  subject  is  "swiping."  As  we  are  about  to 
take  one  more  trip  to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Division  at  St.  Paul,  in  May.  I  wish  to  talk  a  little. 
I  understand  the  Twin  Cities  are  talking,  plan- 
ning, and  working  in  all  directions  for  the  good 
and  pleasure  of  those  who  may  attend.  That  the 
cities  are  to  appropriate  money  and  throw  wide 
open  their  doors  to  entertain  us.  Shall  we  go  there 
and  show  appreciation,  or  shall  we  show  that  we 
are  like  a  herd  of  cattle?  I  suppose  you  must  all 
fully  understand  by  this  time  that  the  moment  a 
conductor  adorns  himself  with  the  conductor's 
paraphernalia  that  he  is  branded  by  some  as  a 
thief,  deservedly  or  undeservedly.  1  well  remem- 
ber four  years  ago  of  being  at  St.  Paul,  and  well 
and  abundantly  we  were  served  at  the  Merchants' 
Hotel.  We  have  many  of  these  good  times,  and 
how  shall  we  repay  them?  By  showing  to  the 
world  our  highest  type  of  manhood  and  woman- 
hood? I  hope  it  can  never  be  said  of  any  of  us.  as 
it  was  said  of  a  certain  man  once,  active  in  mili- 
tary and  political  affairs,  that  they  will  shout 
"spoons"  as  we  pass  by.  The  spoon  souvenir  fad 
has  become  ridiculous  and  diabolical.  Shall  we  as 
ladies,  wives  and  mothers  set  this  example  or  ever 
sanction  it?  At  Cadillac  Hotel,  Detroit,  on  recep- 
tion night,  there  was  a  free  punch  bowl,  and  each 
one  who  drank  was  to  have  the  glass  as  a  souvenir. 
'I  am  told  that  one  Sister  swiped  at  least  four 
glasses  by  putting  them  in  a  gentleman's  pocket. 
I  did  not  see  this  as  my  silent  partner  and  I  retired 
early  on  that  occasion.  Now.  if  these  and  many 
other  like  circumstances  that  could  be  mentioned 
are  true,  what  can  be  done  about  it?  I  really  think 
souvenir  seeking  has  come  to  a  sad  pass:  People 
even  chip  grave  stones.  Just  think  of  itl  At  Plym- 
outh. Mass..  the  grave  stones  of  the  old  Pilgrims 
are  nearly  covered  with  zinc  to  protect  them.  Go 
to  Washington  and  see  what  souvenir  seekers 
have  done  to  those  elegant  bronze  doors  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Capitol.  Some  cannot  go  to  a  hotel 
without  swiping  a  teaspoon.  I  have  only  two  dozen 
silver  teaspoons  and  in  a  year  entertain  a  large 
number  of  visitors.  What  if  each  one  should  feel 
it  her  duty  to  steal  one?  I  think  I  should  begin  to 
realize  some  one  had  been  here,  and  I  should  not 
call  her  visit  blessed.  I  could  never  see  where  the 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


327 


pleasure  came  in  taking  spoons  marked  with  dif- 
ferent hotel  names.  I  should  never  care  to  show 
or  use  them. 

I  once  knew  a  woman  that  1  bad  considered  hon- 
est until  she  showed  a  teaspoon  that,  she  said 
laughingly,  she  swiped.  It  bad  a  certain  hotel 
name  on  it,  so  I  did  not  doubt  her  word,  but  all  re- 
spect for  her  ended  at  once.  I  consider  this  just 
as  great  a  crime  as  if  money  was  taken  from  one's 
pocketbook.  Why  can't  all  bear  this  in  mind?  I 
know  there  are  good  and  bad  in  all  colors,  classes 
and  creeds:  but  let's  be  honestl  "Do  right  for 
right's  sake."  and  show  the  world  we  can  be.  and 
are  honest,  realizing  that  only  one  going  astray 
hurtB  the  whole  crowd;  although  there  may  be  a 
black  sheep  in  every  flock.  Dear  friends,  let  us 
this  year  try  hard  to  show  we  left  all  the  s  wipers 
at  home,  and  I  know  St.  Paul  will  appreciate  it. 

Woodsville.  N.  H.  A  Sistbr. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  8  has  been  full  of  business.  At  our  last 
meeting  we  initiated  a  new  member.  Sister  Strin- 
ger. On  March  6th  Sisters  Shaffer  and  Long  went 
to  Mauch  Chunk  and  organized  an  Auxiliary  to 
theO.  R.  C.  with  twenty- eight  charter  members, 
and  bright  prospects  for  many  more  in  the  near 
future.  Our  tenth  annual  banquet  was  held  on 
March  18th  in  our  commodious  quarters.  The  in- 
vitations, which  were  confined  to  all  O.  R.  C.  mem- 
bers and  their  families,  brought  together  a  large 
company  that  was  bent  upon  having  a  royal  time. 
The  Twelfth  Regiment  Band  orchestra  furnished 
excellent  music  for  the  occasion.  A  neat  little 
program  had  been  prepared  by  tne  ladies,  consist- 
ing of  dialogues,  recitations,  tableaux,  vocal  mu- 
sic and  a  representation  of  a  country  singing 
school;  then  came  the  part  that  everyone  present 
was  interested  in— the  supper,  which  consisted  of 
all  the  delicacies  of  the  season.  After  doing  am- 
ple justice  to  the  repast  we  returned  to  our  re- 
spective homes, 

One  of  our  Brothers  came  near  making  his  last 
-run.  all  on  account  of  a  dynamite  explosion,  but 
we  are  glad  to  say  no  serious  results  followed. 

Sunbury.  Pa.  Mas.  Harry  Riddle. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Having  just  read  January  Conductor  and  noting 
the  special  interest  the  diff  erentAuxiliaries  seem  to 
be  taking  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  say  a  few  words  in  behalf  of  Auxiliary 
14.  We  are  slowly  progressing.  Our  membership 
is  small,  but  if  we  would  all  unite  with  more  effort 
I  think  we  could  increase  it  somewhat.  As  we  all 
have  our  home  interests  to  look  after,  we  often 
neglect  our  duties  to  the  Auxiliary  for  the  want  of 
time:  still  we  cannot  complain  of  the  last  year,  for 
we  have  had  some  good  times  in  the  way  of  socials 
and  entertainments.  We  were  made  welcome  at 
Sister  Heifer's  home  the  latter  part  of  August.  A 
pleasant  time  was  spent,  and  after  partaking  of  the 
good  things  to  eat.  were  favored  with  instrumental 
music  from  her  two  daughters.  On  the  3rd  of 
October  we  gave  a  Tom  Thumb  wedding  and 
pigeon  pie  social.  We  had  a  large  crowd,  and 
realized  a  neat  sum  of  money.  October  24  was  the 
date  of  our  annual  ball.  Our  crowd  was  not  as 
large  as  we  expected  on  account  of  one  given  the 


night  before,  but  all  had  an  enjoyable  time.  Sister 
Star  key.  Sister  Yetts  and  Sister  Dingeman  enter- 
.  tained  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  of  November.  The 
rain  prevented  a  great  many  of  the  Sisters  from 
coming,  and  sorry  they  were,  well  knowing  the 
luncheon  prepared  by  these  Sisters  was  of  the 
finest,  as  it  had  been  sampled  before.  Sisters 
Lockwood.  Wright  and  Sanders  gave  a  social  Nov. 
16.  at  Sister  Lockwood's  home.  Much  credit  is 
given  these  ladies  for  the  able  manner  they  enter* 
tained.  and  we  all  expect  to  have  a  good  time  when 
we  go  there.  We  were  pleased  to  have  Sister  Hei- 
fer move  back  to  the  city,  after  a  year's  absence, 
and  we  were  also  sorry  to  part  with  Sister  O'Brien 
when  she  moved  to  Burlington. 

In  electing  our  officers  for  the  new  year  we  made 
a  great  many  changes.  We  hope  our  new  Presi- 
dent will  fill  her  office  as  creditably  as  our  retiring 
one  has.  and  feel  equally  sure  that  she  will.  Those 
elected  and  installed  were  as  follows:  Pres..  Mrs. 
J.M.Wilson:  V.-P..  Mrs.  H.  L.  Lewis:  S.  and  T.. 
Mrs.  J.  O.  West:  S.  S..  Mrs.  W.  D.  Dingeman;  J.  S.. 
Mrs.  W.  Patton;  Guard.  Mrs.  H.  Sanders:  Ex.  Com.. 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Tyler.  Mrs.  H.  L.  Lewis  and  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Dingeman:  Delegate.  Mrs.  W.  Patton:  Sub.  Ins. 
Ag't..  Mrs.  H.  L.  Lewis:  Correspondent.  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Tyler.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Tyi.br. 

Ottumwa.  Ia. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  114  installed  the  following  officers: 
President.  Mrs.  Fred  Seymour;  Vice  Pres..  Mrs.  T. 
McMillan;  S.  Sister.  Mrs,  Snider;  J.  Sister.  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Hume:  Sec.  and  Treas..  Mrs.  John  Bruger: 
Ch.  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  J.  Sbrieber:  Guard.  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore Dox:  Correspondent.  Mrs.  W.  J.  Riley.  Our 
installation  was,  as  usual,  a  pleasant  social  affair, 
and  supper  was  served  to  many  friends.  The  Aux- 
iliary is  planning  to  continue  giving  the  very  suc- 
cessful suppers  as  we  did  last  year.  We  have 
found  that  they  not  only  increased  our  reputation 
as  good  caterers,  but  has  also  swelled  our  treasury 
fund. 

Many  of  us  are  making  plans  to  attend  the  con- 
vention, and  if  nothing  prevents  Auxiliary  114  will 
make  a  good  showing.  It  seems  to  a  partial  ob- 
server that  there  is  a  marked  increase  of  interest 
taken  in  our  work  lately,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
lodge  room,  and  each  and  all  are  striving  to  make 
our  society  what  we  profess  to  be— a  true  Auxiliary 
—and  as  we  cannot  become  better  helpmates  with- 
out becoming  better  in  every  way.  so  we  confi- 
dently believe  for  the  ideal  of  true  womanhood. 

Green  Bay.  Wis.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  Railway  Conductor,  with  its  beautiful 
though  modest  Quaker  robe,  comes  again  to  us 
with  the  new  century,  and  we  are  gratified  to  still 
be  remembered  as  we  read  the  letters  of  the 
Brothers  and  Sisters.  We  have  no  railroad  organ- 
ization here,  but  can  tell  you  of  a  great  blessing 
that  came  to  this  town  in  this  twentieth  century 
in  the  form  of  a  grand  awakening  among  the  whole 
population— men,  women  and  children— seeking 
Christ  and  finding  Him.  "Sound  for  Service 
Bands"  organized  in  all  the  schools,  and  as  fast  as 
one  boy  or  girl  learns  of  Jesus,  goes  and  tells 
friend  or  brother,  and  he  also  follows  Jesus.  Pray- 
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er  meetings  are  held  after  school.  Cottage  prayer 
meetings  at  the  homes.  The  Bible  is  the  book  of 
books  now,  and  all  are  studying  it— not  merely 
reading,  but  poring  over  it  with  deep  interest,  lov- 
ing it  because  of  its  author.  It  all  come  about  in 
this  way:  A  great  evangelist  came,  named  Will- 
iams, who.  as  John  the  Baptist,  came  crying.  "Re- 
pent! Repentl  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is 
nigh!"  Then  his  helper,  Mr.  Alexander,  a  sweet 
singer,  just  sang  the  people  right  into  the  King- 
dom. 'Twas  a  glorious  sight  and  a  glorious  time. 
We  only  wished  for  a  Division  here  that  our  O.  R. 
C.  boys  might  have  a  chance  to  know  the  Lord. 
But  before  this  reaches  you  these  same  servants 
of  God  will  be  holding  services  In  Port  Scott.  Kan., 
and  we  pray  God  that  there  will  be  many  of  our 
boys  brought  into  the  presence  of  the  Grand 
Chief.  Jesus  Christ,  and  learn  to  know  what  He 
requires  of  them  here  to  show  forth  His  praise. 
The  consecrated  singer  will  not  fail  to  touch  all 
hearts,  for  he  is  full  of  the  Christ  Spirit.  His 
father— long  since  gone  to  the  unseen  country- 
was  a  railroad  man.  so  he  will  have  a  deep  inter- 
est in  railroad  men.  May  God  bless  the  boys  at 
Port  Scott,  and  may  we  hear  that  they  are  on  the 
main  track,  pulling  toward  Heaven,  never  to  be 
side-tracked  again. 

Let's  hear  from  Fort  Scott.  Kan.,  after  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  passes  by.  Mas.  C.  H.  Browne. 

Hiawatha.  Kan. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

On  the  evening  of  January  10th  the  officers  of 
Dewey  Division  121  were  duly  installed.  The 
popularity  of  Sister  Wright  was  shown  by  her  be- 
ing elected  for  the  third  time  our  president,  and 
our  faithful  secretary  and  treasurer  was  re- 
elected. The  officers  are  as  follows,  all  of  whom 
we  feel  sure  will  do  their  duty  well:  Pres..  Mrs. 
T.  J.  Wright:  V.-P..  Mrs.  E.  L.  Myers:  S.  &  T..  Mrs. 
A.  N.  George:  S.  S..  Mrs.  Van  Smith:  J.  S..  Mrs. 
Jap.  Birge:  Guard.  Mrs.  Ed  McAdams:  Ch.  Ex. 
Com.  and  Ins.  Agt.,  Mrs.  Geo.  Pettis:  Delegate.  P.  P. 
Mrs.  T.  J.  McKee:  Alternate,  Mrs.  Wm.  Warnsley: 
Organist.  Mrs.  A.  N.  Wakefield.  Sisters  appointed 
for  the  link  work  were.  Sisters  Cogswell.  Kelley. 
McKee  and  Aitken. 

The  ladies  were  invited  to  be  present  at  the  in- 
stallation of  Division  112.  After  the  installation 
was  over  tables  were  prepared  and  covers  laid  for 
about  seventy  persons.  The  spread  which  fol- 
lowed well  deserved  the  name  of  banquet  and  we 
all  did  justice  to  the  good  things  set  before  us. 
Most  excellent  music  was  furnished  during  the  en- 
tire evening.  After  the  tables  were  taken  out  we 
were  favored  with  some  music  and  recitations  by 
the  young  folks.  Then  dancing  was  indulged  in 
till  a  late  hour.  We  parted  feeling  it  was  very 
pleasant  to  meet  in  this  social  way.  We  thank  the 
Brothers  for  so  royally  entertaining  us. 

On  January  24th  at  our  regular  meeting  our  Past 
President  Sister  McKee.  in  her  own  pleasant  way, 
presented  our  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Sister 
George,  with  a  beautiful  jardinere  as  a  token  of 
our  appreciation  of  her  faithfulness  to  the  Order. 
We  had  a  special  meeting  for  drill  last  month  which 
was  quite  a  help  to  all.  I  think  we  ought  to  meet 
often  for  practice  until  we  know  perfect!  your  parts 
and  are  familiar  with  the  beautiful  teachings  of 


our  ritual.  If  every  Sister  would  feel  that  each- 
meeting  depended  upon  her  for  success  and  come 
out  ready  to  do  all  she  could  how  our  meeting* 
would  increase  in  both  number  and  interest.  Our 
dime  socials  are  something  we  must  renew  for 
they  are  such  a  help  for  promoting  sociability  and 
also  add  to  our  bank  account. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  our  Inspector,  Mrs. 
Phillip's  visit  with  much  pleasure.  Some  of  our 
members  have  been  on  the  sick  list.  We  will  be 
glad  to  see  them  out  again.  In  looking  back  over 
the  past  year  we  find  much  for  which  to  be  thank- 
ful. Our  circle  has  not  been  broken  by  death  and 
we  have  prospered  both  financially  and  socially. 
We  have  the  prospect  of  several  new  members. 
Now  at  the  beginning  of  this  new  year  let  us  all  do 
our  duty.  If  we  could  each  one  interest  ourselves 
in  some  person  and  bring  them  into  our  circle  of 
friendship,  what  an  ingathering  we  would  have 
to  record  at  the  close  of  the  year!  Can't  we  do  it 
Sisters?  Wishing  all  O.  R.  C.  Divisions  and  Auxil- 
iaries success.  I  invite  any  visiting  Sisters  to  come 
to  our  Division  room,  where  they  will  be  welcome. 

Centralia.  111.  Tot. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  following  officers  were  elected  and  installed 
for  1901:  Pres..  Mrs.  P.  C.  Murphy:  V.  P..  Mrs.  J. 
Hamilton:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  J.  M.  Gall:  J.  S..  Mrs.  H. 
Coats:  S.  S..  Mrs.  Mary  Riddle:  Guard.  Mrs.  T.  O. 
Tolley:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  W.  Park.  Mrs.  T.  Hartsook 
and  Mrs.  Weiss;  Ins.  Agt..  Mrs.  S.  Cassidy:  Corre- 
spondent. Mrs.  N.  B.  Stough:  Delegate.  Mrs.  Mary 
Riddle:  Alternate.  Mrs.  P.  C.  Murphy:  Musician. 
Mrs.  N.  B.  Stough. 

We  were  honored  with  a  visit  from-  our  Grand 
President.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Moore,  on  January  15th.  In 
the  afternoon  a  pleasant  meeting  was  held,  and 
those  in  attendance  were  greatly  benefited  by  Sis- 
ter Moore's  words  of  wisdom  and  kindness.  In  the 
evening  we  were  entertained  by  Sister  Downs  and 
a  dainty  lunch  was  served.  Mrs.  Moore  was  enter- 
tained while  in  the  city  by  our  President.  Mrs.  P. 
C.  Murphy. 

We  have  several  petitions  to  hear  from  next 
meeting  day,  and  so  you  see  we  are  not  sleeping. 
Logansport.  Ind.  Correspondent, 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Number  ISS.  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors,  was  organized  March  7.  1901. 
with  twenty-eight  members.  The  organization 
was  conducted  at  10  o'clock,  by  Grand  Organisers 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaeffer.  of  Sunbury.  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Frank  Long,  of  Auxiliary  8.  The  ritualistic 
work  was  exemplified  in  a  beautiful  manner  by  the 
Grand  Organizer  and  visiting  members  of  the 
'  Order. 

Atl  o'clock  the  new  lodge  was  escorted  by  a 
committee  of  Division  153.  Order  of  Railway  Con- 
ductors, to  the  hotel,  where  an  elaborate  dinner  was 
partaken  of.  The  address  of  welcome  was  de- 
livered in  an  able  manner  by  W.  G.  Thomas.  Ex- 
cellent music  was  rendered. 

Following  the  banquet  an  address  was  made  by 
G.  A.  Hem  m.  and  was  responded  to  by  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Shaeffer.  Grand  Organizer.  The  members  and 
guests  returned  to  the  lodge  room,  when  the  pub- 
lic installation  of  the  following  officers  took  place. 
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Pres..  Mrs.  E.  E.  Mumbower:  V.-P..  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Zerbcy:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  F.  W.  Gower;  S.  S..  Mrs.  C. 
E.  Brelsford:  J.  S..  Mrs.  M.  A.  Meyers:  Guard.  Mrs. 
Fred  Frondt;  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  J.  B.  Sassman.  Mrs. 
Owen  Sheridan.  Mrs.  D.  T.  Pax  son:  Correspondent. 
Mrs.  Hettie  K.  Powel;  Musician.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Ger- 
lachen  Ins.  Agent.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Meyers;  Delegate, 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Mumbower. 

During  the  installation  the  beautiful  march  pre- 
scribed by  the  ritual  was  played  on  the  organ  by 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Cook. 

In  the  evening  a  reception  was  tendered  the  new 
lodge  and  the  visitors  at  the  residence  of  D.  T. 
Pax  son.  The  evening  was  pleasantly  spent  in 
music  and  dancing.  Supper  was  served. 

Those  from  a  distance  who  were  in  attendance, 
were  Mrs.  L.  J.  Freeman.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Weller.  Mrs. 
James  Dougherty.  Mrs.  Willard  Drew.  Mrs.  Henry 
Yhares,  of  Easton:  Mrs.  A.  W.  Wildoner.  Mrs.  O. 

B.  Lentz.  of  Tamaqua.  and  W.  H.  Shaeffer.  of  Sun- 
bury.  Reporter. 

Mauch  Chunk.  Pa. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  77  has  been  a  very  quiet  set  this  past 
winter  on  account  of  so  many  homes  having  sick- 
ness. Many  have  had  the  death  angel  hover  very 
near  but  thanks  to  a  Kind  Father  the  Auxiliary's 
ranks  have  not  been  broken.  On  the  18th  of  Feb- 
ruary I  sat  in  the  Auxiliary  room  and  heard  the 
Sisters  talking  about  going,  to  Cumberland  to  at- 
tend a  ball  and  banquet.  How  it  brought  Brother 
Caskey  to  my  mind.  He  was  always  so  willing  to 
go  with  the  L.  A.  and  would  lose  a  trip  any  time  to 
do  a  favor  for  the  Brothers  or  Sisters.  Always 
cheerful  and  kind. 

We  have  a  good  set  of  officers.  Our  President 
deserves  special  mention  for  her  kind  and  modest 
disposition  in  business  hours.  I  know  many  times 
she  is  annoyed  at  the  whispering.  We  bad  an  in- 
itiation in  January.  She  is  a  resident  of  Hagers- 
town.  Md.  Good  luck  and  best  wishes  to  all  O.  R. 

C.  and  L.  A.  Divisions.  K.  H.  W. 
Martinsburg.W.Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  December,  1900.  when  we  had  the  election  of 
officers— more  like  an  old  maids  convention  than 
anything  I  can  think  of  just  at  present— but  never- 
theless we  had  a  good  time  and  everything  passed 
off  smoothly  with  but  one  exception,  and  that  was 
that  they  re-elected  their  president  who  for  an- 
other year  will  have  to  be  on  her  good  behavior. 
Our  new  officers  for  this  year  are  as  follows:  Pres.. 
Mrs.  Olive  Noble:  V.  P..  Mrs.  Bella  Jones:  J.  S.,  Mrs. 
Lillian  Perry;  S.  S..  Mrs.  Bessie  Hard  am  an;  S.  and 
T..  Mrs.  Amelia  Anderson:  Guard.  Mrs.  Joe  Sleight; 
Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  Anna  Brown.  Mrs.  Lula  Galoway 
and  Mrs.  Fred  Renan;  Delegate.  Mrs.  Joe  Sleight, 
and  myself  as  her  tiger  lily:  Ins.  Agt..  Mrs.  Bella 
Jones;  Link  Workers.  Mrs.  Galoway.  Renan  and 
Thomson;  Banner  Bearer.  Mrs.  Libby  Renan:  Cor. 
Sec.  Mrs.  F.  A.  Noble. 

Our  Auxiliary  is  getting  along  nicely  and  this 
year  promises  to  be  a  good  year  for  new  members, 
and  I  can  safely  say  that  we  are  in  need  of  some 
more  roses  to  array  our  Auxiliary  room.  We  might 
have  larger  attendance  if  our  Sisters  would  come 
out  and  interest  themselves  and  to  call  on  our  new 


conductors'  wives  who  have  recently  moved  to 
Palestine,  give  them  a  special  invitation  to  come 
and  join  us.  'Get  them  interested  in  our  work  as 
we  feel  that  they  will  get  interested  and  wonder 
why  they  did  not  join  the  L.  A.  to  the  O.  R  C.  be- 
fore. I  would  so  muchlike  if  all  conductors'  wives 
would  come  and  join  us  and  help  to  make  Auxili- 
ary 134  the  largest  in  the  state  of  Texas.  To  all 
conductors'  wives  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Auxili- 
ary, please  look  on  us  kindly*  and  think  of  the 
good  you  can  do  by  helping  each  other  along  by  a 
kind  word,  action  or  some  good  deed  that  your 
loving  hand  might  do.  and  do  not  think  that  we  be- 
long to  the  hatchet  brigade.  We  do  not  want  to 
cut  down  but  to  build  up.  Take  one  another  by  the 
hand  and  do  onto  others  as  you  would  have  others 
do  unto  you. 

We  were  happy  to  meet  Sister  Brown  of  Parsons. 
Kansas,  and  was  sorry  she  was  not  able  to  meet 
with  us  at  our  Auxiliary  room,  for  we  do  love  to 
have  a  visiting  Sister  with  us.  and  receive  some 
good  advice  from  one  so  good  and  true  as  Sister 
Brown.  I  wish  we  had  more  like  her. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Brother  Denison  and  Hewitt 
out  on  their  runs  once  more.  Both  had  been  very 
sick.  I  believe  most  of  our  Sisters  are  able  to  get 
around  once  more  so  now  I  feel  that  our  meeting 
will  be  better  attended.  Sister  McClary  and  my- 
self attended  the  open  installation  of  Division  7 
and  87  of  Houston  which  we  enjoyed  very  much, 
and  of  course  as  usual  it  rained.  Brother  Archer 
was  very  attentive  to  the  visiting  angels— that  in- 
habit the  earth.  Our  afternoon  was  spent  in  a  most 
delightful  manner,  and  everybody  seemed  pleased 
with  the  program.  Sister  Shearer,  acting  as  in- 
stalling officer,  did  her  work  well.  She  had  all  the 
secret  work  memorized,  which  made  the  ceremon- 
ies more  interesting.  Sister  Dunn  acted  as  Grand 
Marshal.  Sister  Carr  as  S.  and  T.  Sister  Water 
made  the  opening  address  which  was  very  nice 
and  to  the  point.  The  Brothers  of  Division  7  who 
attended  the  installation  all  had  a  good  time  but 
were  somewhat  surprised  to  see  how  well  the  Sis- 
ters entertained  them.  The  Brother's  remarks 
were  all  appreciated,  they  also  did  their  work  well, 
but  the  prize  went  to  the  Auxiliary.  The  Division 
room  as  also  the  banquet  hall  were  decorated  with 
red.  green  and  wbite.  with  elegant  bunches  of  car- 
nations. The  tables  were  ladened  with  tempting 
refreshments  which  each  and  all  enjoyed.  I  am 
sure  the  Brothers  of  Division  7  enjoyed  them- 
selves. 

While  in  Houston  Sister  McClary  was  entertain- 
ed at  Sister  Shearer's  and  myself  at  Sister  Ferge- 
son's.  who  both  know  how  to  entertain.  Sister 
McClary  and  myself  took  a  trip  to  Longview  to  see 
if  we  could  not  institute  an  Auxiliary  at  that  place. 
So  far  we  did  well.  Of  course  we  ran  against  a  few 
snags,  but  we  did  not  get  discouraged.  Longview 
will  have  a  nice  Auxiliary  of  the  best  people  of  the 
place.  We  will  lose  two  good  members  by  organiz- 
ing in  the  city,  but  we  will  willingly  give  them  up 
in  order  to  gain  a  new  Auxiliary.  So  Sisters,  keep 
the  good  work  up  and  do  not  get  discouraged,  then 
you  will  have  a  "Noble"  Auxiliary.  Work  together 
and  work  hard  and  God  will  help  those  who  will 
help  themselves.  We  found  Sister  Cnrlin  and 
Breeding  domiciled  in  pretty  homes  and  getting 
along  nicely,  and  Baby  Curlin  is  the  joy  of  the  Cur- 
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lin  home.  The  pinery  agrees  with  them  all. 
Brothers  Curlin  and  Breeding  are  hard  at  work. 

We  are  receiving  our  new  Auxiliary  pins,  which 
are  beautiful.  Several  of  our  Sisters  have  them. 
Thanks  to  Sister  Ingraham.  We  are  sorry  to  learn 
of  Brother  Ingraham  being  laid  up  with  a  sprain- 
ed ankle. 

Sister  McClery  deserves  a  great  deal  of  credit 
for  the  work  she  did  during  her  stay  in  office. 
One  good  thing  she  did  was  to  silence  the  hoo-doo 
corner  so  that  all  passed  away  like  an  apparition, 
so  nothing  appeared  while  she  held  the  fort. 

Our  first  and  only  snow  has  been  here  and  gone. 
I  see  we  do  not  have  to  go  to  the  Rocky  Mountains 
to  gather  flowers  and  snow  at  the  same  time,  for 
here  in  our  beautiful  sunny  south  the  same  thing 
can  be  done. 

We  were  glad  to  see  u  new  dress  on  the  Conduc- 
tor and  oneof  the  latest  sty  les— gay.  but  not  guady 
and  with  many  good  letters  to  cheer  the  hearts  of 
the  lonely  (should  there  any  exist).  My  best 
wishes  to  all  Sisters  in  the  Auxiliary  work,  and 
should  any  of  you  come  to  our  holy  city  Palestine 
we  would  be  glad  to  welcome  you. 

Palestine.  Texas.  M  rs.  F.  A.  Noblk. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  66  held  its  annual  election  of  officers 
for  1901.  resulting  in  the  following:  Pres..  Mrs.  Geo. 
Partridge:  V.-P..  Mrs.  Len  Wolf:  S.  and  T..  Mrs. 
Ruby  Gill,  (re-elected:)  S.  S..  Mrs.  O.  H.  Ayers:  J . 
S..  Mrs.  Will  Brough:  Guard.  Mrs.  Wilmath:  Ex. 
Com..  Mrs.  John  Beck:  Delegate.  Mrs.  Ruby  Gill: 
Alternate.  Mrs.  Will  Brough. 

We  have  a  very  efficient  staff  of  officers,  all 
earnest,  hard  workers  in  our  Order,  and  if  every 
member  will  Just  make  up  their  minds  that  they 
will  attend  every  Auxiliary  meeting  possible  we 
ought  to  have  splendid  results  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  We  are  going  to  have  a  social  the  15th  of 
April,  and  we  are  going  to  raffle  off  a  very  pretty 
hand  painted  plate  at  ten  cents  a  chance,  and  will 
have  refreshments,  music,  etc. 

The  whole  talk  is.  are  you  going  to  St.  Paul?  I 
think  several  of  our  Sisters  intend  going,  and  an- 
ticipate a  grand  time.  We  take  in  a  new  Sister 
into  the  fold  occasionally,  and  have  two  or  three 
applications  now  from  ladies  who  want  to  test  the 
temper  of  our  "Nanny."  Sister  Hall,  who  has  been 
very  sick,  is  visiting  her  old  home  at  Ft.  Wayne. 
Ind.  Sister  Hamm  has  moved  to  Los  Angeles, 
Cal..  also  Sister  McAboy  has  moved  to  Fresno. 
Cal.  I  would  like  to  say  to  Hot  Tamales  that  I  ex- 
pect to  be  at  St.  Paul  in  May.  and  I  would  like  to 
meet  you.  as  1  always  look  for  your  letters  in  The 
Conductor  every  month.  With  good  wishes  for 
all  members  of  our  noble  Order. 

Bloomington.  111.  Mrs.  O.  H.  Ayers. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxilary  92  has  duly  installed  its  officers  which 
are  as  follows:  Pres..  Mrs.  H.  Hull;  Vice  Pres.. 
Mrs.  Wm.  Williams:  S.  S..  Mrs.  Annie  Stuzman;  J. 
S..  Mrs.  Effie  Frierer:  S.  &  T..  Mrs.  Anna  Grey: 
Chm.  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  Herman:  Guard.  Mrs.  Ida 
Kirselt:  Organist.  Mrs.  Katie  Powell:  Delegate. 
Mrs.  Ida  Kirsell:  Alternate.  Mrs.  Anna  Grey:  Sub. 
Ins.  Agt..  Mrs.  Cora  Nancarrow:  Cor.  Sec.  Mrs. 
Ellen  Renninger;  Link  Work  Officers.  Charity 


Mrs.  Witherite:  Truth.  Mrs.  Powel:  Friendship. 
Mrs.  Ellen  Renninger:  Banner  Bearer.  Mrs.  Her- 
man. 

We  had  a  public  installation  on  Jan.  11. 1901.  Sla- 
ter Shaffer  acted  as  installing  officer.  We  had  a 
surprise  at  Brother  H.  Hull's  on  his  31th  birthday. 
He  received  a  very  nice  chair  as  a  present  from 
his  friends. 

We  are  going  to  have  a  pig  social  on  the  22nd  of 
March.  We  are  very  anxious  to  see  who  will  get 
the  best  prize.  We  expect  to  take  in  some  more 
new  members  on  our  next  meeting  day.  We  are 
still  growing,  and  we  are  having  good  meetings 
and  good  attendance.  As  we  look  back  we  can  see 
our  Auxiliary  has  improved  very  much  in  financial 
and  social  matters  and  we  have  taken  in  a  good 
many  new  members. 

Having  now  started  on  another  new  year,  what 
can  we  do  to  make  our  Order  prosper,  how  increase 
its  membership?  If  each  one  of  us  will  make  a 
special  effort  to  work  (and  remember  in  union 
there  is  great  strength)  much  good  could  be  done, 
as  it  is  not  long  before  our  Grand  Division  will 
meet.  We  should  be  working  very  faithfully  in 
order  to  show  what  we  have  been  doing  and  what 
we  are  still  doing.  We  shall  try  and  make  this 
year  one  of  the  most  successful  we  have  ever  had. 

Jersey  Shore.  Pa.       Mrs.  D.  E.  Renninger. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  had  election  and  installation  of  officers, 
as  follows:  Pres..  Mrs.  Grace  Elliott:  V.  P..  Mrs. 
MaryMcCarty:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  E.  A.  Smith:  S.  S.. 
Mrs.  Harry  Coyne:  J.  S..  Mrs.  Katie  Bobrink: 
Guard,  Mrs.  Cal  Stephens;  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Garnett.  Mrs.  Grady  and  Mrs.  Franks:  Corre- 
spondent. Mrs.  S.  E.  Ridlon:  Sub.  Agt.  Ins..  Mrs. 
H.  M.  Garnett:  Delegate.  Mrs.  H.  E.  Ridlon:  Al- 
ternate, Mrs.  Mary  McCarty;  Organist,  Mrs.  J. 
Furniss:  Link  Work  Officers.  Mrs.  O.  T.  Smith. 
Mrs.  D.  Grady,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Garnett  and  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Ridlon. 

Sister  Ruby  inspected  our  Auxiliary  the  last  of 
the  year.  We  have  initiated  one  member  this 
year  and  have  two  more  to  take  in  at  our  next 
meeting.  The  G.  I.  A.  of  the  B.  of  L.  E.  royally 
entertained  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  and  their  husbands. 
Their  menu  was  very  elaborate.  Music,  dancing 
and  card-playing  was  indulged  in  and  everyone 
had  an  enjoyable  time.  Sister  Kipp.  of  Butler. 
Mo.,  recently  paid  us  a  visit  and  presented  the 
Auxiliary  with  knives,  forks  and  spoons.  The  28th 
of  February  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  surprised  Sister 
Garnett  and  husband,  it  being  the  thirtieth  anni- 
versary of  their  marriage.  We  presented  Sister 
Garnett  with  a  berry  spoon,  and  afterward  had  ice 
cream  and  cake.  Brother  Garnett  invited  us  to 
come  back  in  thirty  years  more,  which  we  will 
surely  do. 

Sister  Dowd.  who  has  been  sick,  is  reported  well 
again.  The  youngest  child  of  Sister  E.  A.  Smith 
has  been  very  sick,  but  is  reported  some  better. 
Sister  Fry  was  suddenly  called  to  Garnet.  Kans.. 
whither  she  was  summoned  to  the  bedside  of  her 
sister,  who  is  dangerously  ill.  Sister  Nickelson. 
of  Cancil  Grove,  was  with  us  the  first  meeting  in 
March.  I  hope  that  the  Sisters  will  all  take  re- 
newed interest,  as  we  are  getting  in  quite  a  num- 
ber of  new  members.  Don't  think  that  the  officers 
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can  do  it  all.  Yon  have  taken  the  obligation,  bnt 
are  not  living:  np  to  it  by  staying;  at  home.  Come 
ont  and  do  your  part  and  the  others  will  do  theirs. 
I  am  sorry  to  note  that  two  of  our  members  have 
dropped  ont.  but  we  have  to  take  the  bitter  with 
the  sweet.  We  are  feeding  Billy  clover  hay. 
Retting  him  in  good  order,  so  when  cayenne  pepper ' 
is  sprinkled  on  his  nose  the  candidates  will  say. 
"bring:  forth  the  royal  bumper  and  let  him  bump." 
Osawatomie.  Kans.        Mas.  Fkkd  Bob  rink. 

•  Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  will  have  initiation  at  the  first  meeting  in 
April,  and  that  occasion  all  members  enjoy.  Our 
president  calls  attention  of  all  members  of  No.  88 
to  the  rules  and  provisions  set  forth  for  the  Ladies' 
Auxiliary,  and  urges  all  to  comply  willingly  and 
promptly,  that  the  Division's  work  and  efforts  may 
be  reported  a  success.  Life  is  short  and  time 
is  money.  May  we  make  the  most  out  of  our 
semi-monthly  meetings.  By  every  Sister  doing  all 
she  can.  we  will  find  some  little  accomplished  for 
the  good  of  the  Auxiliary.  This  has  been  a  re- 
markably hard  winter  on  the  people  of  Altoona. 
The  weather  has  been  changeable,  which  made  the 
citizens  liable  to,malaria  and  la  grippe.  Some  of 
our  members  have  been  afflicted  with  both  dis- 
eases, preventing-  a  very  general  interest  in  our 
Auxiliary.  As  the  spring  opens,  no  doubt,  all  will 
turn  in  wide  awake  to  new  duties  and  undertak- 
ings. We  are  strongly  attached  to  our  Division 
and  the  Auxiliary  work  in  general.  We  also  love 
to  hear  of  the  prosperity  of  sister  Auxiliaries. 

Sister  Grove  has  been  very  ill.  but  is  somewhat 
improved.  Sister  Myers  is  convalescent,  and  soon 
expects  to  be  with  us,  in  Division  room.  Sister  A. 
Davis  is  not  at  all  well.  We  hope  she  may  soon 
gain  strength  enough  to  meet  with  us  more  fre- 
quently. 

Auxiliary  88  received  an  invitation  from  Division 
172. 0.  of  R.  C.  to  be  present  at  their  hall  March 
24th.  to  witness  the  presentation  of  a  beautiful 
gold  watch,  by  the  Brothers  of  Division  172  to  their 
worthy  secretary.  Brother  Bowen.  We  enjoyed 
the  meeting  very  much,  and  all  present  had  a  rel- 
ish ',for  the  fine  cakes  which  Sisters  Emma  Miller 
and  Miner  surprised  us  with.  Such  occurrences 
creates  more  sociability  between  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors  and  the  Auxiliary,  and  each 
Division  is  more  likely  to  gain  new  members  from 
celebrating  occasions  similar  to  this  one. 

Altoona. Pa.  Mrs.  Mary  M,  McCurdy. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Auxiliary  9  is  progressing  nicely.  We  have 
51  members  and  are  still  increasing.  We  have  12 
petitions  out  and  one  to  initiate  next  meeting.  On 
February  25  a  number  of  Sisters  remembered  Sis- 
ter Campbell's  birthday  and  gave  her  a  pleasant 
surprise,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  attended. 
The  fourth  Thursday  of  each  month  we  hold  a 
social  in  our  hall,  charging  ten  cents  for  lunch. 
They  are  a  success  in  both  a  social  and  financial 


way.  On  February  28th  Sisters  G.  W.  Miller.  Mar- 
ton  and  Albright  served  luncheon.  On  that  day  the 
principal  event  of  the  afternoon  was  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  beautiful  china  celery  tray  to  our  presi- 
dent. Sister  Ody.  and  our  S.  and  T..  Sister- Rein- 
hart,  in  behalf  of  Auxiliary  9.  Sister  Rice  made 
the  presentation  speech,  which  was  very  pretty. 
Sisters  Ody  and  Reinbart  responded,  thanking  the 
Auxiliary  for  their  beautiful  gift.  Sister  Ody  pre- 
sented the  Auxiliary  with  a  very  pretty  table  cov- 
er, and  all  Sisters  sold  tickets  and  added  $100  to  our 
treasury.  Our  Sisters  are  all  good  working  Sis- 
ters. Auxiliary  9  extends  an  invitation  to  all  L.  A. 
to  O.  R.  C.  and  the  Brothers  of  the  O.  R.  C.  to  at- 
tend the  socials  on  the  fourth  Thursday  of  each 
month.  We  were  much  pleased  to  have  Brothers 
W.  B.  Rice  and  Server  with  us  at  our  last  social. 
We  all  had  a  good  time.  I  felt  very  sorry  when  I 
read  the  letters  in  Thb  Conduct©*  of  where  they 
have  so  much  trouble  to  get  the  members  out  to 
the  meetings.  Auxiliary  9  has  a  member  that 
loves  to  go  to  Auxiliary  meetings  so  well  that  Sis- 
ter Brisban  and  a  number  of  others  go  on  days 
there  are  no  meetings,  and  waits  for  some  one  to 
come  and  open  the  door. 

March  19  was  Brother  Ody's  birthday.  The  Aux- 
iliary thought  to  surprise  him.  but  when  we  met 
at  the  union  depot  he  surprised  us.  He  said  he 
believed  he  would  go  us.  There  were  about  thirty 
present.  The  morning  was  spent  in  discussing 
subjects  dear  to  women's  hearts  until  the  clock 
chimed  the  hour  of  12.  when  we  all  repaired  to  the 
dining  room,  where  an  elaborate  dinner  was  serv- 
ed, consisting  of  all  the  delicacies  of  the  season,  to 
which  everybody  did  ample  justice.  In  behalf  of 
Auxiliary  9  Sister  Reinhart  presented  Brother  Ody 
with  a  very  beautiful  silk  umbrella.  Brother  Ody 
responded  in  his  usual  manner,  and  said  be  loved 
the  Auxiliary  more  now  than  ever.  At  5  o'clockan 
elaborate  lunch  was  served.  At  a  late  hour  we 
all  took  our  departure,  feeling  that  we  had  never 
experienced  a  more  enjoyable  time.  With  best 
wishes  for  success  of  all  O.  R.  C.  Divisions  and 
their  Auxiliaries.  Mrs.  Philip  Moonly. 

Pittsburg.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  81  is  growing.  We  have  been  taking 
them  in  by  the  threes,  and  there  are  several  more 
on  the  way,  Our  goat  has  been  kept  quite  busy, 
and  that  is  what  our  Sisters  like  to  see.  It  looks 
as  though  this  20th  century  was  going  to  do  won- 
ders for  us.  We  installed  our  officers,  and  they 
have  already  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel. 
President.  Mrs.  *M.  E.  Wooden:  Vice  Pres..  Mrs. 
Curren:  S.  S..  Mrs.  Martin:  J.  S..  Mrs.  Cox;  S.  and 
T..  Mrs.  L.  H.  Bender:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  Wellen 
Guard.  Mrs.  Bixby:  Delegate.  Mrs.  Bender,  all 
good  working  Sisters.  We  are  getting  ready  to 
have  a  good  time  in  the  way  of  holding  a  grand 
kaffee  klatsch  and  hop  on  the  23rd  of  April.  Now, 
Sisters,  do  your  best.  I  will  close  by  extending  an 
invitation  to  all  Sisters  to  visit  us. 

Baltimore.  Md.        •    Mrs.  Jbnkie  Stokbr. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  wish  that  you  would  kindly  rive  me  permission 
to  speak  once  more  on  the  subject  of  "district 
representation."  and  this  will  be  the  third  time  in 
our  meeting— or  rather  before  the  meeting  in  St 
Paul.  The  flattering  attention  that  this  subject 
has  received  through  the  columns  of  The  Con- 
ductor, and  from  personal  letters  addressed  to 
the  representative  members  so  far  is  my  only 
apology  for  asking  for  further  consideration  from 
the  readers. 

The  general  principle  of  a  reduced  number  of 
representatives  with  a  corresponding  increase  in 
the  efficiency  of  the  legislative  body  seems  to  be  a 
pretty  generally  accepted  fact.  That  there  is  an 
actual  necessity  for  the  presence  of  about  four- 
fifths  of  our  delegates  is  not  claimed  by  even  the 
most  ardent  advocate  of  our  present  illogical  plan 
and  system.  I  can  not.  in  fact,  express  the  matter 
in  a  more  concise  and  comprehensive  way  than  to 
quote  that  accomplished  student  of  politics.  Wil- 
liam E.  Curtis,  in  the  Chicago  Record  of  January  7, 
1901.  He  says,  in  part: 

"One  of  the  Hartford  editors  came  very  near  the 
truth  when  he  said  that  the  state  of  Connecticut 
did  not  need  another  Congressman  any  more  than 
a  cat  needed  another  tail.  If  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives could  be  cut  down  one-half  it  would  be 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  country.  The 
larger  the  number  of  members  the  more  confusion, 
the  more  time  wasted,  the  more  money  needed  to 
pay  expenses.  At  least  one-half  of  the  present 
members  are  useless  for  all  practical  purposes 
and  only  consume  time  •  *  *  But  every  mem- 
ber of  Congress  desires  to  continue  in  the  service 
of  his  country.  He  regards  his  re-election  as  vital 
to  the  welfare  of  the  republic  and  naturally  resists 
any  movement  to  reduce  the  numerical  strength 
of  the  house  for  fear  he  may  be  the  one  that  is  left 
out." 

Now.  Brother  Editor.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  charging  the  Brothers  who  do  not  accept 
my  proposition  of  "district  representation"  with 
being  included  in  the  latter  class  in  Mr.  Curtis' 
letter.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  delegates  at  St. 
Paul  will  be  honest  in  their  desire  to  see  that  legis- 
lation enacted  which  will  be_  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  whole  of  the  Order  of' Railway  Conductors. 
And  even  if  some  plan  should  be  adopted  which 
should  decree  that  one-half,  four-fifths  or  nine- 
tenths  of  our  delegates  should  stay  at  home  in  1903. 
I  am  sure  that  each  one  would  say.  "Well,  a  better 
man  than  I  has  been  selected." 


But  the  principle  of  fair  and  proper  representa- 
tion is  one  that  every  good  man  guards  jealously, 
and  you  must  "show  him"  when  you  propose  to 
change  it.  One  of  the  principal  points  at  issue  in 
the  selection  of  your  Grand  Division  delegates 
from  Districts  instead  of  Divisions,  seems  to  be 
the  fear  that  your  particular  Division  will  not  have 
direct  representation,  and  that  the  particular 
amendment  to  the  Statutes— or  change  in  laws  of 
Mutual  Benefit  Department. etc..  -which  originated 
in  your  own  Division— and  perhaps  in  your  own 
mind— will  not  have  fair  consideration  if  some 
member  of  your  own  Division  is  not  present  at  the 
session  of  the  Grand  Division  to  push  and  urge  it 
along.  This  is  a  fair  question  and  should  have  fair 
treatment  and  I  would  like  to  present  my  ideas 
relative  to  it. 

Nearly  every  Division  has  some  member  who 
believes  that  there  should  be  some  change,  or  ad- 
dition, to  the  statutes  or  laws  of  the  Order,  and  he 
often  persuades  his  Divison  to  believe  as  he  does, 
and  adopt  a  resolution  to  present  the  same 
at  the  next  session  of  the  Grand  Division, 
and  the  delegate  shall  attempt  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  the  same.  etc..  etc.  This  is  right  and 
just  as  it  should  be.  provided  the  majority  shall 
agree. 

Now,  Brother  Editor,  as  given  in  my  September 
letter,  each  Division  delegate  when  called  to  at- 
tend the  district  meeting,  provided  for  in  my 
proposition,  would  carry  to  that  meeting  all  pro- 
posed changes  or  amendments  to  the  laws  from 
his  Division  and  would  make  the  same  attempt  to 
secure  endorsement  that  he  would  in  the  Grand 
Division,  and  if  the  majority  of  the  delegates 
present  should  vote  to  reject  his  proposition,  it 
should  be  given  a  decent  burial— as  it  surely  would 
be  in  the  Grand  Division.  While,  on  the  contrary, 
if  they  should  decide  to  adopt,  the  delegate 
selected  to  represent  that  district  in  the  Grand 
Division  would  be  charged  with  the  presentation 
and  prosecution  of  all  such  changes  and  amend- 
ments, and  the  debates  which  would  follow  the 
presentation  of  all  such  propositions  in  this  dis- 
trict meeting  would  call  out  the  qualities  and 
abilities  that  would  mark  the  representative  to  be 
selected  by  the  delegates  as  the  lastlorderlof  busi- 
ness at  that  meeting.  In  short,  the  district  meet- 
ing would  be  a  minature  session  of  J  the  Grand 
Division.  Can  it  be  claimed.  Brother  Editor,  that 
any  Division  in  that  district  is  not  having  fair  and 
direct  representation?  I  think  not.  Wetwould 
simply  be  trying  a  case  in  the  lower  courts  to  see 
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whether  it  would  have  any  standing  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  Order. 

It  would  be  along  the  same  line  of  thought  if  we 
should  claim  that  each  county  of  each  state  should 
send  a  representative  to  congress,  because  of  the 
fear  that  if  four  or  five  counties  should  be  repre- 
sented by  one  member  than  he  would  only  give  fair 
service  to  the  county  in  which  his  home  happened 
to  be  located. 

The  question  is  asked,  too— How  about  the  ex- 
pense of  this  District  Delegate  in  going  from  Di- 
vision to  Division  to  deliver  his  report  after  the 
session  of  the  Grand  Division?  I  think  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  I  would  do  as  the  secretary 
of  any  general  committee  of  adjustment  would 
do.  after  having  adjourned,  make  duplicate  copies 
to  all  Divisions  in  the  District,  showing  his  atti- 
tude and  vote  on  all  important  questions,  the  vari- 
ous changes  in  laws  and  adoption  of  new  ones.  etc.. 
in  fact,  all  that  any  Division  would  expect  if  the 
representative  had  gone  from  that  Division.  Let 
us  look  the  matter  squarely  in  the  face  and  see  if 
we  have  anything  to  fear  when  we  conclude  to 
adopt  a  plan  which  will  save  us  $40,000  at  each  ses- 
sion of  the  Grand  Division.  H.  W.  G. 

Elkhart.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

No.  36  desires  to  register  in  once  more.  Our  per- 
sonal gossip  is  not  interesting  but  we  must  tell  of 
our  new  neighbors  at  Florence.  In  our  last  com- 
munication we  were  wont  to  puff  up  with  pride 
over  our  F.  &  C.  C.  contingent  and  about  the  time 
we  were  done  admiriog  ourselves  in  print,  forth 
comes  a  petition  for  a  Division  at  Florence. 
Verily,  we  are  not  so  many,  for.  of  course,  we  en- 
dorsed their  proposition,  even  though  it  took  six 
of  our  best  members  and  will  take  two  or  three 
more.  But  the  members,  the  Order,  and  all 
parties  affected.  a»e  better  off  for  the  location  of  a 
Division  at  Florence.  All  the  boys  speak  in  good 
terms  of  the  management,  and  while  we  have  not 
the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance,  we  feel  sure  the 
new  Division  and  its  members  will  meet  with 
nothing  discouraging  from  them.  They  began  by 
donating  a  special  train  from  Cripple  Creek  to 
Florence  and  return  for  the  night  of  the  organiza- 
tion—not so  small  a  courtesy  in  itself,  by  the  way. 
and  it  was  appreciated,  too.  Brother  Clark  pre- 
sided at  the  organization,  assisted  by  Brother 
Phelps  of  Division  244,  and  the  undersigned  tried 
to  make  a  written  narrative  of  all  the  proceedings 
just  as  they  occurred,  but.  of  course,  this  was  a 
failure.  We  have  lost  our  roster  of  their  official 
lights,  but  we  can  say  that  Brother  Beer  is  the 
C.  C.  and  Brother  E.  G.  Weston  is  the  knight  of  the 
quill  and  purse.  Speaking  of  Beer,  we  would  sug- 
gest that  the  quality  that  Gold  Coin  Division  375 
has  (that's  her  name)  is  good  to  have,  and  the 
quantity  is  equal  to  any  ordinary  emergency.  Not 
the  least  of  all.  no.  not  by  any  means,  was  the  feast 
of  good  things  to  which  we  were  piloted  about  the 
middle  of  the  proceedings,  at  the  St.  Elmo.  Many 
of  us  have  read  the  novel  called  St.  Elmo  but  the 
hostelry  at  Florence  of  the  same  name  is  justly  no 
less  in  favor  with  those  who  were  there  wined  and 
dined  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  February.  Our 
better  half  said  we  were  hard  to  cook  for  and  harder 
to  get  along  with  for  several  days  thereafter,  but 


we  are  restored  to  our  normal  condition  once  more. 

We  met  our  old  friend  Gordon  of  Trinidad,  to 
whom  the  new  Division  owes  a  generous  share  of 
credit  for  its  presence.  He  is  coming  on  smil- 
ingly. Then,  there  is  Thompson,  also,  of  the  Cac- 
tus and  Sage  route,  who  now  promotes  the  general 
welfare  of  the  F.  &  C.  C.  property.  With  him  we 
used  to  share  our  hardships  and  talk  of  the  cam- 
paign as  a  result  of  which  some  things  were  too 
much  thus— old  soldiers  in  a  lost  cause,  the  veter- 
ans of  many  battles.  All  concerned  may  be 
sure  that  Division  375  has  a  most  enviable  reputa- 
tion to  sustain,  if  our  reports  on  our  travels  go  for 
anything. 

And  now,  as  to  our  own  Division,  36.  We  have 
kept  square  with  the  Grand  Division  on  Grand 
Dues  for  126  members,  did  not  lose  one,  and  only 
remitted  for  two  or  three.  We  think  not  many  Di- 
visions will  beat  that  for  an  average  record.  The 
good  old  times  when  every  one's  grief  and  hard- 
ships were  known  and  shared  by  every  one  else, 
have  given  way  to  the  present  days  of  what  may 
be  truly  called  strenuous  living,  of  which  much 
has  been  said  recently  by  some  authorities 
who  have  been  accorded  national  prominence. 
Verily,  we  are  having  strenuous  living  abroad  in 
the  land  today  and  are  not  shooting  Spaniards  in 
the  back  either.  The  average  wage-earner  of 
America  today  who  acknowledges  his  obligation 
to  his  family,  his  community,  his  country  and  pos- 
terity and  has  only  a  full  dinner  pail  (which  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  sufficient)  with  which  to  do  it.  has  all 
the  strenuous  living  which  one  mild-tempered 
American  can  enjoy  if  he  keeps  out  of  the  insane 
asylum,  the  penitentiary  or  the  poor  house.  But 
the  Americans,  and  all  other  nations,  have  ajl  the 
liberty  they,  as  a  nation,  are  capable  of  appreciat- 
ing. To  one  who  properly  appreciates  liberty,  no 
price  is  too  much  to  pay.  no  hardship  or  effort  too 
great  to  incur  to  secure  it.  and  having  secured  it. 
no  vigilance  too  extravagant  with  which  to  guard 
the  only  condition  that  makes  life  worth  living. 
And  just  here,  reader,  let  me  ask  you.  do  condi- 
tions suit  you?  And  how  much  and  what  have  you 
done  to  create  or  secure  just  conditions?  One  who 
contributes  nothing  deserves  nothing.  "Not  a 
truth  has  to  art  or  to  science  been  given,  but  brows 
have  ached  for  it  and  souls  toiled  and  striven."  A 
few  minutes  temporary  and  superficial  considera- 
tion of  public  affairs  and  conditions,  such  a  meas- 
ure as  is  generally  accorded  such  themes  by  the 
average  citizen,  will  not  serve  to  produce  the 
harmony  and  the  justice  for  which  all  well-dis- 
posed persons  claim  to  wish.  The  people,  by  their 
own  acts  or  failures,  have  made  the  country  what 
it  is  and  what  it  is  not.  By  the  same  process  must 
it  be  changed.  Business  methods  today  are  a 
game  of  chance,  and  the  victims  are  continually 
staking  their  all  in  the  hope  that  the  next  deal  will 
turn  their  trump.  It  will  always  be  so  until  the 
majority  in  sufficient  number  recognize  the  wis- 
dom of  the  injunction  and  comply  with  the  same, 
regard  your  neighbor's  welfare  as  sacredly  as  your 
own.  in  honor  preferringone  another.  The  faculty 
of  reasoning  sometimes  seems  to  be  very  sparsely 
distributed  amongst  the  human  race,  but  the 
truth  is,  it  is  there  in  all  persons  but  latent,  unex- 
ercised, untrained.  Our  salvation  depends  upon 
the  resurrection  and  development  of  this  faculty. 
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the  establishment  in  the  realm  of  every  man's 
mind  of  a  bar  of  justice,  which  will  be  his  supreme 
court  before  whom  shall  be  tried,  by  the  terms  of 
natural  law.  all  questions  concerning  human  af- 
fairs. And  when  the  decision  has  been  reached 
by  the  highest  judge  to  which  any  man  has  access, 
his  own  conscience,  then  he  must  go  with  a  full 
sense  of  the  gravity  and  importance  of  the  occa- 
sion and  hand  his  decision  to  the  people  at  the  bal- 
lot-box. Latent  within  the  heart  of  every  person 
is  the  preference  for  the  things  that  are  good  for 
the  majority,  did  be  not  have  instilled  in  his  mind 
by  prejudice  which  is  the  heritage  of  all  ages,  the 
impression  that  self-preservation,  as  he  must 
practice  it  in  self-defense,  is  exclusive  and  must 
not.  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  acknowledge  his 
neighbor.  The  primary  trouble  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  average  man  does  not  care  to  know  the 
truth.  He  will  admit  that  the  logical  culmination 
of  present  tendencies  will,  most  likely,  surround 
his  children  with  conditions  that  prohibit  good 
citizenship,  put  he  promptly  loses  patience  with 
your  enthusiasm  when  you  try  to  enlist  his  sup- 
port in  behalf  of  efforts  at  reform.  He  seeks  to 
dismiss  the  question  by  saying  that  we  can  do  no 
good—that  change  or  reform  will  not  come  in  our 
day— that  we  will  not  live  to  see  it.  suggesting  by 
the  latter  that  he  has  no  interest  in  the  condition 
of  humanity  after  he  is  gone.  This  is  equivalent 
to  saying  that  my  children  must  look  out  for 
themselves  when  I  am  gone.  I  can't  worry  now 
about  what  they  must  contend  with  In  twenty 
more  years.  The  worst  of  it  is  that  many  of  them 
do  not  even  now  try  to  surround  their  families 
with  good  influences.  Oh.  the  shame  of  the  posi- 
tion of  a  man  in  a  community  who  has  children 
that  know  him  only  to  obey  his  verbal  commands, 
that  areltaught  little  or  nothing  of  the  ethics  that 
develop  good  principle,  and  make  them  trust- 
worthy under  their  own  good  judgment;  that  have 
no  sense  of  fellowship  in  the  company  of  parents, 
that  can  look  neither  backward  nor  forward  to  a 
day  or  an  evening  when  their  own  entertainment 
or  amusement  was  or  will  be  the  primary  consid- 
eration. The  average  man  is  so  derelict  in  his 
performance  of  duties  of  a  public,  social  or  do- 
mestic nature  that  he  cannot  hold  much  of  an  in- 
terview with  himself  in  an  honest  way  without 
soon  being  on  ill  terms  with  that  party.  And  one 
does  not  often  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  a  per- 
son with  whom  he  is  not  on  good  terms.  And  it 
thus  becomes  difficult  to  form  acquaintances  that 
will  develop  mutual  confidence.  It  is  hard  for  the 
average  man  to  concede  to  others  any  consider- 
able volume  of  credit  for  virtues  which  he  knows 
no  one  can  discover  in  himself.  But  all  the  indif- 
ference and  prejudice  and  ignorance  and  illiter- 
acy and  superstition  and  every  other  crime  and 
misfortune  that  follow  in  the  wake  of  man  can  not 
prevail  against  the  ultimate  survival,  in  full  reign, 
of  the  natural  order  of  the  universe.  "Truth 
crushed  to  earth  shall  rise  again,  the  eternal  years 
of  God  are  hers:  but  error,  wounded,  writhes  in 
pain  and  dies  amidst  bis  worshipers."  AH  bodies, 
all  forces,  all  reforms,  move  along  the  lines  of  least 
resistance.  And  nature  provides  the  avenues 
of  least  resistance  for  all  worthy  ends.  Why  not 
reasonably  conclude  that  there  is  a  natural  law  in 


human  relations  that  is  struggling  for  assertion, 
and  having  gotten  thus  far.  why  not  decide  that  we 
will  learn  what  is  the  natural  law  or  order  and  then, 
in  accord,  contribute  our  support  to  the  suprem- 
acy, in  men's  affairs,  of  the  natural  order  of  the 
universe,  and.  with  nature,  move  along  the  lines  of 
least  resistance?  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  believe 
that,  at  the  beginning,  when  all  things  were  cre- 
ated, there  was  set  in  existence  a  natural  law  or 
order,  governing  every  atom  of  the  universe  and 
its  transition  from  one  form  to  another?  Can  we 
not  also  perceive  that  as  long  as  the  natural  law  is 
ignored  or  violated,  just  so  long  will  the  natural 
harmony  of  the  divine  plan  be  excluded?  Is  it  not 
also  possible,  nay.  probable,  that  the  race  started 
fundamentally  wrong,  and  that  the  world  has  been 
going  wrong  ever  since  its  creation?  And  must 
not  the  seeker  for  truth  be  absolutely  unpreju- 
diced, unmarried  to  any  fixed  and  immovable 
ideas,  when  better  logic  is  presented?  "Let  truth 
be  seized  wherever  found,  on  heathen  or  on  christ- 
ian ground."  No  student  ever  became  wise  or  ac- 
complished without  resigning  everything  up  to 
date  when  a  new  proposition  or  theory  of  more 
plausible  nature  was  presented.  Again,  man  was 
not  created  in  God's  own  image  and  given  domin- 
ion over  land  and  sea  and  all  that  is  therein  with 
the  divine  idea  that  such  volume  of  attention  as 
most  men  giveito  contemplating  their  obligations, 
relations,  and  destiny  would  be  sufficient  to  meas- 
ure and  comprehend  these  things.  Why.  can  we 
imagine,  does  the  most  of  the  animal  kingdom  ma- 
ture so  quickly  and  die  so  young  comparatively, 
and  man  develop  so  slowly  in  stature  and  live  so 
long?  Does  it  not  suggest  that  man  is  expected  to 
begin,  even  in  childhood,  to  acquaint  himself  with 
his  surroundings,  origin  and  destiny?  And  are  not 
three  score  years  and  ten  alloted  him  in  order 
that,  if  he  be  obedient  to  natural  law.  he  may 
reasonably  learn  the  principtes  of  life's  lessons, 
and,  having  fulfilled  his  mission  in  harmony,  peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  to  men.  endure  the  change 
which  promotes  his  pleasure  in  contemplating  the 
goodness  and  perfection  of  his  Creator's  designs, 
in  a  life  of  the  mind,  unencumbered  by  matter. 
An  idle  head  does  not  learn  much.  What  we  most 
need  is  a  disposition,  a  desire  to  know  the  truth, 
and  knowing  it.  to  follow  its  dictates.  Next,  we 
need  leisure  time  and  the  disposition  to  use  it  in 
solution  of  the  problems  that  claim  our  attention. 
Were  the  leisure  time,  the  idle  time,  the  time  em- 
ployed in  useless  pursuits  by  some  classes  of  our 
people  pro-rated  among  all  the  producers  and  used 
to  fair  advantage,  it  would  place  them  all  in  pos- 
session of  that  mucb  mentioned  trinity  of  bless- 
ings, health,  wealth  and  wisdom.  These  are  not 
visionary  theories.  No  good  thing  was  ever  ac- 
complished without  an  ideal  better  than  any  ac- 
complishment up  to  date. 

And  Satan  counseled  with  tbree  of  bis  messen- 
gers and  he  bade  them  go  and  whisper  to  mankind 
that  which  would  soonest  bring  all  men  to  him. 
One  said.  "I  will  tell  them  there  is  no  hell."  and 
another.  "I  will  tell  them  there  is  no  heaven."  and 
a  third  said.  "I  will  tell  them  there  is  no  love."  and 
he  chose  the  latter,  for  without  love  all  virtue  and 
nobility  would  perish.  A.  D.  Hamilton. 

Pueblo.  Colorado. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  the  eve  of  the  assembling:  of  our  Grand  Di- 
vision, at  which  time  various  questions  concern- 
ing the  welfare  of  our  Order  shall  be  discussed 
and  laws  enacted  by  our  representatives  which 
are  intended  to  redound  to  the  general  welfare  of 
all:  'tis  well  that  We  should  discuss  in  our  local 
Divisions  the  various  questions  presenting  them- 
selves to  us  in  order  that  our  representatives  to 
the  Grand  Division  may  fully  understand<the  sen- 
timent existing  in  this  Division  on  such  questions. 

Iam  unqualifiedly  opposed  to  committing  our 
delegate  to  any  question  of  legislation  contrary  to 


has  in  store  for  us?  When  the  time  shall  come— 
which  it  certainly  will  to  many  of  us— when  the 
ravages  of  time,  disease,  accident  or  force  of  cir- 
cumstances shall  unfit  us  from  following  the  voca- 
tion of  a  lifetime,  perhaps,  which  Of  itself  has  un- 
fitted us  for  any  other  vocation,  wherein  we  may 
maintain  ourselves  and  loved  ones,  'tis  at  such 
times  the  question  will  present  itself— What  shall 
I  do?  What  will  become  of  me? 

'Tis  true  many  Conductors  under  discussion 
will,  through  their  own  frugality  tb rough  life,  so 
provide  for  the  future  that  they  will  never  attain 
this  unenviable  position  in  life.  While  it  is  also 
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convincing  arguments  presented  in  the  Grand  Di- 
vision. I  feel  free  to  say  that  this  is  my  belief,  his 
vote  will  be  cast  in  the  right  direction,  and  that  he 
should  be  left  untrammelled  to  exercise  his  own 
Judgment  in  the  premises. 

The  question  of  establishing  a  home  for  the  old 
and  decrepit  conductors  has  been  discussed  pro 
and  con.  Various  views  have  been  presented  along 
these  lines.  Some  of  them.  I  regret  to  say.  have 
not  been  altogether  complimentary  to  the  memo- 
ry of  those  "whose  lives  are  in  the  sear  and  yellow 
leaf."  We  will  pass  over  that,  however,  and  con- 
fine our  thoughts  to  the  outlook  for  the  future.  Do 
we  or  any  of  us  stop  to  consider  what  the  future 


true— which  many  of  us  by  observation,  and  per- 
haps some  of  us  by  actual  experience  know,  that 
many  conductors  are  brought  down  in  their  de- 
creptitude  and  old  age.  face  to  face  with  actual 
want.  These  well  known  facts  must  give  us  pain, 
and  furnish  food  for  thought  of  what  has  the  fu- 
ture in  store  for  us. 

How  can  we  best  obviate  the  necessity  of  the  un- 
fortunate Brother  from  becoming  a  public  charge? 
How  can  we  best  provide  for  the  future  when  we 
have  passed  the  goal  of  usefulness  and  self-sup- 
port? What  are  the  best  measures  to  be  adopted 
wherein  the  indigent  Brother  may  pass  bis  re- 
maining years  in  comfort,  at  least  still  retaining 
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a  semblance  of  dignity  aad  self-respect  consonant 
with  the  years  of  his  activity  and  usefulness. 
This,  then,  leads  ns  up  to  the  question  under  dis- 
cussion: How.  when  and  where  shall  we  establish 
a*  home?  • 

This  is  an  important  and  far-reaching:  question, 
one  that  will  require  much  study  and  determina- 
tion. It  is  a  question  debatable  by  every  member 
of  our  Order.  It  affects  every  member  to  a  great- 
er or  less  degree,  and  should  aot  be  passed  over 
lightly. 

There  are  several  methods  and  kinds  of  a  home 
that  have  been  discussed  heretofore,  some  such 
as  having;  work  sbops.  farm  attachments,  etc..  all 
of  which  have  their  merits,  and  no  doubt  should  a 
home  be  established,  will  enter  into  the  qaestion 
to  some  extent:  and.  in  fact,  individually.  I  believe 
it  should. 

Though  the  argument  has  been  advanced  at  pre- 
vious times  by  some  Brothers  that  the  Conductors 
who  would  become  inmates  of  such  an  institution 
would  not  feel  it  incumbent  on  themselves  to  per- 
form any  manual  labor.  Admitting-  this  to  be  the 
fact  with  some.  I  believe  the  cases  would  be  very 
remote,  and.  in  fact.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  who  were  physi- 
cally able,  would  much  prefer  to  have  something* 
to  busy  themselves  at.  and  would  in  a  large  meas- 
ure be  self  supporting:,  and  oftimes  contribute  to 
the  support  of  the  institution. 

Be  this  as  it  may.  such  an  establishment  should 
be  a  home  indeed  as  well  as  in  name.  The  argu- 
ment that  has  been  presented  that  the  home 
would  be  an  expense  too  heavy  to  bear  by  many 
Brothers.  No  doubt,  that,  at  the  beginning:  it 
would  be  burdensome  on  some  to  meet  the  assess- 
ments accruing-,  but  I  would  ask:  Do  we  ever  make 
any  preparations  for  the  future  without  more  or 
less  expense?  And  should  we  hesitate  to  contrib- 
ute our  mite  to  provide  such  an  institution,  when 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  scarcely  one  of  us 
who  is  not  liable  to  reach  the  point  where  we  are 
glad  to  know  that  we  can  knock  at  a  door  with  an 
assurance  that  there  is  a  welcome  awaiting:  us 
there? 

Andv  again,  would  it  not  be  an  incentive  to  vig- 
orous  effort  by  every  Brother  to  establish  an  es- 
tablishment that  he  could  point  to  with  pride  and 
say:  "That  is  my  home." 

How  can  the  desired  result  be  attained?  What 
are  the  best  methods  to  adopt?  Where  shall  we 
begin,  and  where  shall  it  end?  All  of  these  are 
questions  that  must  be  confronted.  Nearly  every 
one  of  the  Brothers  has  an  idea  of  what,  in  his 
opinion,  are  the  best  methods  to  pursue. 

In  my  own  way  I  vouchsafe  my  views  on  this 
subject- 
First— Provide  the  means. 
Second— Secure  the  location. 
Third— Build  the  establishment,  and  equip  it  as 
required. 

These  are,  of  course,  necessary  features  to  suc- 
cess. But.  you  will  ask,  bow  provide  the  means? 
I  reply,  by  assessment:  moderate,  of  course:  not 
sufficient  to  become  burdensome:  sufficient,  how- 
ever, to  acquire  a  fund  within  a  reasonable  length 
of  time  to  erect  suitable  building's  to  begin  with, 
adih  a  view  of  enlarging-  them  to  meet  require- 
'-.  Of  course  there  are  other  details  that  will 


have  to  be  attended  to:  and.  I  repeat,  this  is  a  far- 
reaching:  question.  It  can  be  accomplished,  how- 
ever, if  placed  in  proper  hands,  and  I  believe  wet 
have  members  in  our  Order  who  are  fully  capable 
of  carrying:  the  arrangements  to  consummation  if 
given  the  power.  It  is  for  the  members  of  our  Or- 
der to  say:  Shall  they  make  the  effort?  The  argu- 
ment has  been  advanced  by  some  Brothers  that 
there  was  already  a  home  for  railroad  men  in  Chi- 
cago. True,  there  is.  but  who  among:  us  would  not 
much  prefer  to  see  a  home  provided  by  the  Order 
of  Railway  Conductors  for  its  own  members,  a 
home  that  would  be  a  standing:  monument  to  the 
brotherly  interest  we  feel  for  one  another. 

At  this  advanced  stage  of  civilization  of  man- 
kind the  various  institutions  of  mutual  benefit  so- 
cieties of  our  country  are  providing  havens  of  rest 
for  the  members  who  are  fast  passing  their  activi- 
ty 'tor  usefulness  and  support.  Shall  we  keep 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  maintain  our  standing  as 
an  Order  and  uphold  the  motto  that  each  one  of  us 
is  "his  brother's  keeper,"  or  shall  we  drift  along 
regardless  of  what  a  day  may  bring  forth?" 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  W.  H.  Hollis. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Brothers.  I  am  going  to  call  your  attention  to  a 
matter  that  perhaps  none  of  us  ever  thought  much 
about.  The  Railway  Conductor  for  February. 
1901,  reported  the  following  members  assessed  in 
the  Mutual  Benefit  Department:  Series  A.  7,740: 
Series  B.  6,809:  Series  C.  5.465:  Series  D.  506:  Series 
E.  72:  total.  20.592.  There  is  just  that  number  of 
Brothers  that  go  each  month  to  the  post  office  or 
expressoffice  and  buy  an  order  for  $1.00  or  $2.00,  or 
whatever  he  owes,  and  pays  five  cents:  postage, 
two  cents,  total  seven  cents.  See  what  it  costs 
each  one  of  us  every  month  to  pay  our  insurance. 
Now  see  what  seven  times  20.592  (the  number  of 
members  reported  last  month)  is.  It  costs  us  one 
month  $1,441.44.  How  is  that?  Did  you  ever  think 
about  it?  Now  see  what  it  costs  in  one  year. 
Twelve  times  $1.441 .44  is  $17,297.28.  and  that  goes  on 
year  after  year.  Now  I  have  a  plan,  and  I  think  it 
will  work  nicely  and  not  cost  us  one  cent.  There 
is  not  a  Division  of  the  Order  in  any  town  or  city 
but  that  has  one  or  more  good  banks.  Why  not 
make  an  arrangement  with  some  good  bank  to 
receive  our  assessments,  to  have  our  assess- 
ment slips  made  in  the  form  of  a  receipt. 
The  cashier  could  sign  and  our  assessments 
would  be  paid.  Let  the  banks  be  furnished 
with  postal  card  receipts  same  as  Brother  Maxwell 
sends  out  to  us.  The  bank  could  mail  these  postal 
receipts  as  soon  as  we  bad  paid  our  assessments, 
and  that  would  be  all  the  cost.  There  are  plenty 
of  good  banks  and  they  would  be  glad  to  do  busi- 
ness for  us.  And  then  when  a  Brother  died  the 
Grand  Secretary  could  send  a  check  to  the  Broth- 
er's beneficiary  and  it  could  be  cashed  here  at 
home,  without  having  to  pay  exchange  as  we  have 
to  do  now.  As  our  assessments  were  paid,  it  could 
be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  De- 
partment and  our  Grand  Dues  and  for  all  supplies, 
could  be  deposited  and  checked  on  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  from  time  to  time,  as  he  would  need  the 
the  funds.  'Tis  true,  it  would  scatter  our  money 
all  over  the  country  and  give  our  Grand  Officers 
more  work  to  do.  but  I  think  it  would  be  best  in 
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nal  outcome.  I  would  like  very  much  to  have 
tpreuion  of  opinion  by  some  of  oar  Brothers, 
ants,  Ga.  Member  of  180. 

>r  Railway  Conductor: 

'ore  the  delegates  selected  to  represent  tbeir 
ral  Divisions  in  the  Grand  Division  of  the  O. 
leave  their  local  Divisions  I  want  to  have  a 
heart  to  heart  talk  with  these  Divisions  on 
latter  of  the  Home.  I  fear  I  am  now  too  late, 
efore  this  reaches  the  readers  of  The  Con- 
or some  of  the  delegates  will  have  left  for 
aul. 

>thers.  will  you  allow  me  to  come  to  you  as  a 
her  on  the  humanity  side,  although  I  may  not 
le  with  you  on  the  railroad  order  side?  After 
i  twelve  years  of  doubt,  discouragement,  pet- 
ty and  no  little  of  hard  work  to  keep  the  Home 
.  the  skies  have  brightened,  the  clouds  have 
ed  away  and  the  bright  sun  of  promise  and 

now  cheer  and  gladden  the  friends  of  the 
e  as  never  before  in  its  history.  All  now  de- 
s  upon  the  action  of  your  convention  and  that 
e  B.  R.  T.  which  will  be  held  at  the  same  date 
rars  at  Milwaukee.   The  history  of  the  Home 

far  seems  to  prove  beyond  all  reasonable 
t  the  imperative  necessity  of  a  home  for  aged. 
>led.  unfortunate,  destitute  and  friendless 
oad  men.  That  there  will  be  such  men  there 
d  can  be  no  shadow  of  doubt.  These  unfortu- 
Brothers  from  the  very  fact  of  being  brothers 
lor  long  years  having  been  sustaining  the  Or- 
>y  contributing  to  its  support  will  feel  that 
Drder  will,  and  that  it  must  as  a  matter  of 
se  and  brotherhood  justice  and  right,  take 
of  them  in  some  way.  That  they  must  and 
t>e  cared  for  in  some  way  is  a  foregone  con- 
on  and  need  not  be  discussed  here  and  now. 
burning  and  vital  question  before  us  now  is 
Sow.  I  think  it  safe  to  challenge  anyone  to 
'  in  all  the  history  of  all  benevolent  enter- 
$  a  single  case  or  plan  so  simple  and  so  little 
cpense  to  the  individual  members  of  those  who 
ort  it.  For  a  building  fund  only  one  dollar 
d  be  required  from  each  member  of  the  O.  R. 
id  the  B.  of  L.  E.  and  fifty  cents  from  the  B. 
.  T.  and  B.  of  L.  P.  This  will  give  an  ample 
for  the  purchase  of  grounds  and  to  put  up 
fire  proof  buildings  as  will  comport  with  the 
t  numbers  enrolled  in  these  organizations  and 
the  grand  and  Godlike  objects  had  in  view, 
in  mind  always  that  this  one  dollar  and  this 
dollar  is  asked  for  only  this  once  for  a  life- 

w  for  yearly  contributions  for  the  support  of 
home.  Really,  my  Brothers.  I  am  almost 
d  to  speak  of  the  insignificant  sum  asked  for 
stain  such  a  grand  and  honorable  enterprise 
is  proposes  to  undertake,  for  fear  that  many 
think  it  so  small  and  insignificant  it  could  not 
ibly  accomplish  so  great  a  work.  This  is  so 
1  no  one  will  ever  feel  its  absence  from  his 
ets,  and  especially  so  from  the  loose  change 
railroad  man.  That  sum  is  the  great  amount 
ty  cents  a  year  from  conductors  and  engineers 
twenty-five  cents  each  from  the  firemen  and 
men.  Can  it  be  possible  for  any  to  conceive 
i  enterprise  that  has  so  great  and  admirable 
id  in  view  as  this  has.  to  be  so  simple,  so  cheap. 


and  at  the  same  time  so  sure  of  accomplishing  its 
purposes  as  this?  All,  no  doubt,  already  know  of 
the  action  of  the  B.  of  L.  F.  at  their  last  conven- 
tion at  Des  Moines  last  September,  where  by  a 
vote  of  their  convention  they  substantially  de- 
cided to  adopt  this  plan  if  the  other  organizations 
would  do  the  same.  Then  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure,  the  proposition  is  to  organize  and  re- 
incorporate the  Home  in  the  name  of  the  brother- 
hoods, so  as  to  have  it  entirely  and  completely 
under  the  control  of  the  several  Brotherhoods  con- 
tributing to  its  support.  To  have  the  Grand  Ex- 
ecutive Officers  of  both  the  brotherhoods  and  aux- 
iliaries be  ex-officio  members  of  the  board  of  man- 
agement, or,  if  these  persons  feel  they  cannot  give 
it  tbeir  personal  attention  have  power  to  appoint 
such  persons  of  tbeir  own  Order  they  may  think 
suitable  for  the  position.  My  dear  Brothers,  is  not 
this  worth  the  trial?  How  little  is  lost  if  it  should 
fail.  But  it  will  not  fail.  It  must  not  fail,  there  is 
too  much  at  stake.  Think  of  it  for  a  moment. 

All  know  now  how  expensive  it  is  far  a  single 
lodge  or  Division  to  have  a  destitute  and  disabled 
Brother  on  its  hands  to  care  for.  Would  it  not  be 
much  better  for  the  entire  brotherhoods  to  all  con- 
tribute to  this  end,  as  contemplated,  in  the  one 
home  for  all?  Some  have  imagined  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  arising  from  taking  an  old.  helpless  Brother 
from  his  family  and  friends  and  sending  him  away 
off  to  a  distant  home.  Thus  far  in  the  history  of 
the  Home,  there  has  developed  no  hardship  of 
this  kind,  yet  we  must  admit  that  cases  of  the. 
nature  feared  may  occur.  The  hope,  however,  is 
that  the  plan  outlined  will  produce  ample  funds  to 
provide  something  of  a  cottage  system  to  meet  all 
such  cases  should  they  develop.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  the  B.  of  L.  E's.  will  fall  in  line  with  this 
plan  if  your  convention  and  that  of  the  B.  R.  T.  do 
so.  Dear  Brothers.  I  realize  this  letter  is  already 
too  long  and  I  am  trespassing  upon  valued  space 
of  your  highly  prized  journal,  yet.  so  anxious  am 
I  that  this  golden  opportunity  shall  not  pass  of  do- 
ing a  great  good  to  many  a  worthy  and  needy 
Brother  in  the  swift  coming  years,  and  it  may  be 
to  some  of  the  very  ones  whose  eyes  read,  per- 
haps rather  impatiently,  this  plea,  that  I  can 
hardly  find  the  place  to  stop.  One  word  more,  and 
I  am  done:  How  could  the  brotherhoods  illustrate 
in  a  more  practicable  way  the  great  principles  of 
true  brotherhood  than  this  of  amply  providing  a 
Home  and  its  comforts  for  its  unfortunate  Broth- 
ers? With  great  interest  and  loving  respect.  I  am 
yours  to  serve.  L.  S.  Coffin.  Pres. 

Highland  Park.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  25  is  doing  fine,  thanks  to  our  officers 
and  members.  We  elected  our  officers  for  1901.  and 
a  finer  set  of  officers,  both  for  good  looks  and  good 
judgment,  would  be  hard  to  find.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows: C.  E.  Rich.  C.  C:  Robert  Collins.  A.  C.  C: 
Jas.  Baldwin.  S.  and  T.;  C.  H.  Stowell.  S.  C:  J. 
Brassard.  J.  C:  R.  H.  Countryman.  I.  S.:  J.  Hag- 
erty.  O.  S.:  A.  F.  Rock.  W.  J.  Adams.  H.  N.  Ma- 
looey,  Trustees:  W.  H.  Bently.  Delegate:  J.  L. 
Sweetman.  Alternate. 

I  am  confident  that  the  above  officers  with  a  little 
help  from  the  members  will  keep  us  on  the  same 
road  (prosperity)  that  Uncle  William  put  us  on  and 
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guided  us  along  since  we  organised.  He  is  now 
getting  ready  for  St.  Paul,  and  all  who  have  the 
good  luck  of  meeting  him  will  know  who  he  is  be- 
fore they  get  away  again.  He  is  now  thinking 
upon  a  plan,  as  a  great  many  others  are  doing,  of 
how  we  are  going  to  care  for  our  disabled  Brothers. 
I  guess  it's  a  problem  very  hard  to  solve  and  bring 
satisfaction  to  all.  bnt  there  is  one  thing  certain, 
and  that  is  something  ought  to  be  done  for  our  dis- 
abled Brothers— that  is.  those  who  are  totally  dis- 
abled by  reason  of  disease.  Brother  Bently's  plan 
is  an  amendment  to  onr  insurance  laws  that  will 
make  them  more  in  harmony  with  the  two  cardi- 
nal principles  of  our  Order,  charity  and  justice, 
and  that  the  amendment  reads  as  follows:  In  case 
any  member  of  this  department  shall  become 
totally  disabled  by  reason  of  disease  or  accident, 
to  which  our  Insurance  laws  are  not  applicable,  an 
application  may  be  made  by  such  member  to  the 
Grand  Chief  for  payment  of  the  claim  of  such 
member.  Upon  receipt  of  such  application,  the 
Grand  Chief  Conductor  and  the  Grand  Secretary 
may  appoint  a  physician,  and  these  three  asso- 
ciated together  may  act  as  a  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  claim  so  presented,  and  if  the  disability 
of  such  member  is  found  to  be  total,  such  com- 
mittee may  once  in  every  two  months,  but  not 
oftener.  authorize  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  the 
most  worthy  applicant.  In  case  such  payment  is 
made  there  shall  be  deducted  from  said  claim  the 
actual  expense  of  such  investigation,  together  with 
two  years'  dues  of  such  member.  Brother  Bently 
wishes  to  hear  from  some  of  our  able  writers  on 
this  plan. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  brakemen  of  this  road 
have  been  promoted,  owing  to  the  new  extension 
from  Rouse's  Pt.  to  Burlington  added  to  the  O.  & 
L.  C.  division.  We  wish  them  good  luck,  and  hope 
that  some  day  we  will  have  a  chance  to  promote 
them  to  the  ranks  of  the  O.  R.  C.  Don't  be  afraid, 
boys,  to  come  in.  All  you've  got  to  do  is  to  keep 
behind  Billy— you  can  drive  him  all  right,  but  he 
won't  be  led.  J.  J.  W. 

Ogdensburg.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  296  has  been  a  little  short  on  meetings- 
account  of  heavy  business  on  the  road.  The  rush 
is  about  over  now.  so  you  can  find  us  doing  busi- 
ness regularly  at  the  same  old  stand.  The  San  An- 
tonio extension  is  being  pushed  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, and  with  good  weather  they  will  make  good 
headway. 

Brothers  Evans  and  Fulcher  are  now  on  the  peb- 
ble express.graveling  the  20  miles  of  the  extension 
that  is  finished.  Brother  Haistings  is  again  on  the 
ditcher,  having  recovered  from  his  injuries  sus- 
tained some  time  since. 

Brother  E.  P.  Curtis  was  elected  paid  chairman 
for  the  Conductors  on  the  M..  K.  &  T.  system 
(something  new  on  the  Katy)  with  a  salary  of  $2,000 
per  annum.  What  do  the  Brothers  think  of  a  paid 
chairman?  I  would  like  to  bear  an  expression 
from  them  on  this  subject.  Our  C.  C.  Brother  C. 
H.  Turney.  has  announced  himself  as  candidate 
for  mayor  of  our  little  city.  The  boys  will  all  sup- 
port him.  I  understand  Brother  Edwards  is  to  be 
reinstated,  which  is  good  news  to  his  many  friends. 
Brother  Nehen  thinks  Nos.  5  and  6  is  much  easier 


than  Temple  local,  and  Brother  Thurman  says 
passenger  train  just  suits  his  complexion.  Broth- 
er Ed  Dwyer,  our  efficient  secretary,  is  just  finish- 
ing quite  a  nice  two-story  brick  building,  which  he 
will  use  as  a  restaurant  and  lunch  counter.  Ed 
says  he  will  then  serve  the  boys  on  silver  and  cut 
glass.  Ed  is  all  right,  and  knows  how  to  do  the 
right  thing.  Long  may  he  flourish. 

We  hear  with  regret  of  the  illness  of  Brother  J. 
D.  Combs,  of  this  Division,  who  is  now  in  Mexico, 
and  trust  that  ere  this  he  is  on  his  run  again. 

Division  256  have  several  members  who  have 
good  runs  on  other  roads.  I  suppose  it  will  only 
be  a  short  time  before  they  will  transfer.  What 
is  our  loss  will  be  some  other  Division's  gain.  I 
expect  Division  256  will  be  well  represented  at 
Grand  Division,  as  several  of  the  Brothers  have 
expressed  a  desire  to  go. 

Hoping  to  meet  many  of  the  Brothers  and  Sis- 
ters at  St.  Paul,  and  know  them  personally. 

Smithvllle.  Tex.  R.  O.  Coor-Pendke. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  304  has  gained  six  members  since  the 
1st  of  the  year,  and  have  one  to  initiate  at  our  next 
regular  meeting:  also  two  applications  for  mem- 
bership by  transfer  card,  which  will  make  us  a 
membership  of  80.  We  installed  officers  at  our  first 
regular  meeting  in  January,  and  had  one  of  the 
largest  crowds  present  that  ever  attended  a  meet- 
ing of  Division  304.  Brother  Thos.  McBee.  our  G. 
I.  S..  installed  the  officers  and  did  it  in  such  a  way 
that  he  made  us  all  proud  of  him.  There  was  quite 
a  large  crowd  of  our  friends  present,  being  a  pub- 
lic installation.  After  services  were  over  we  all 
enjoyed  a  nice  supper. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  put  five  fast 
freight  runs  on  between  Canton  and  Memphis,  and 
I  understand  these  are  to  be  the  fastest  freight 
»  runs  ever  attempted  by  the  I.  C.  It  will  take  sev- 
eral of  the  boys  out  of  the  chain  gang  service  who 
have  worked  long  and  hard  for  something  better. 
From  all  accounts  there  will  be  a  large  crowd  of 
the  members  from  this  part  of  the  country  attend 
our  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  in  May.  Broth- 
er William  Wheeler  represents  Division  304.  and 
we  are  satisfied  he  will  render  a  good  account  of 
himself  and  do  us  credit.  Brothers  Coulter.  Max- 
well. Ham  and  Gal  vain  will  be  on  the  New  Orleans 
special  convention  train,  and  several  more  are 
speaking  of  taking  the  trip.  Business  is  very  good 
here  at  present.  Our  yards  have  been  badly 
blocked  for  some  time.  Our  trainmaster  took 
Brother  Lane  off  the  road  for  several  days  and  put 
him  in  the  W.  Valley  yard  to  straighten  things  up. 
and  the  trainmaster  tells  me  that  he  did  it  in  fine 
shape.  I  have  written  the  third  letter  to  all  our 
members,  asking  them  to  send  me  one  of  their 
photographs,  as  I  have  arranged  to  have  a  large 
group  of  our  membere  made,  and  have  heard  from 
about  one-half  of  them.  If  any  of  the  members  of 
Division  304  who  have  not  sent  their  photos  see 
this,  please  do  so  at  once,  as  I  am  very  anxious  to 
get  all  our  members  represented  in  the  picture. 
Don't  write  and  say,  "I  have  one.  but  it  is  not  a 
good  one."  or  "Does  not  look  like  me."  for  I  know 
just  how  each  of  you  look:  and  don't  write  that  you 
have  one  made  in  a  group,  for  I  can't  do  anything 
with  one  of  that  kind.  Have  some  made  and  send 
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me  one  C.  O.  D.  I  am  willing:  to  pay  all  the  ex- 
pense of  tbe  picture. 

Brothers  Green.  Cain.  Ragsdale  and  McNiel  are 
off.  but  hope  to  see  them  back  on  their  runs  soon. 
The  company  needs  their  services  and  can't 
get  men  who  will  give  better  satisfaction,  and  I 
am  satisfied  they  won't  be  off  much  longer.  With 
best  wishes. 

Canton.  Miss.  O.  A.  Harrison. 

t  * 
Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

O.  Lord,  now  that  1  have  flagged  Thee,  lift  up 
my  feet  from  the  rough  road  of  life,  and  plant 
them  safely  on  the  deck  of  the  train  of  salvation. 
Let  me  use  the  safety  lamp  known  as  prudence. 
Make  all  the  couplings  in  the  train  with  the  strong 
link  of  Thy  love,  and  let  my  hand  lamp  be  the 
Bible.  And.  Heavenly  Father,  keep  all  switches 
closed  that  lead  off  the  sidings,  especially  those 
with  a  blind  end.  O.  Lord,  if  it  be  Thy  pleasure, 
have  every  semaphore  block  along  the  line  show 
the  white  light  of  hope,  that  I  may  make  the  run  of 
life  without  stopping.  And,  Lord,  give  us  the  right 
schedule,  and  when  I  have  finished  the  run  on 
schedule  time  and  pulled  into  the  great  dark  sta- 
tion of  Death,  may  Thou,  the  Superintendent  of 
the  S.  I.  R.  J.  railroad  say:  "Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant,  come  and  sign  the  pay-roll 
and  receive  your  envelope  for  eternal  happiness." 

Tomkinsville.  S.  I.  Martin  Pbkman. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  are  now  facing  one  of  the  greatest  ques- 
tions of  the  day.  Are  we  prepared  to  meet  it? 
Have  we  the  courage  to  face  it?  Our  forefathers 
fought  for  our  freedom  .and  we  are  now  allowing  it 
to  slip  from  our  grasp,  slow  but  sure.  I  have  had  it 
flaunted  in  my  face  that  the  system  we  have  adopt- 
ed will  draw  everything  in  our  power— your  farms, 
building  and  loans,  insurances,  mines,  mills, 
shops,  factories  and  your  individual  homes, 
not  only  of  this  country  but  of  the  world!  We  will 
keep  half  of  the  people  idle  to  eat  up  the  other 
half!  We  now  own  the  lands  and  the  minerals,  and 
we  will  own  the  people,  too!  Is  he  right  or  not? 

Look  at  the  men  in  the  very  prime  of  life,  in  fact, 
the  best  in-  their  life  to  do  a  day's  work,  being 
tripped  up  and  thrown  down  on  the  slightest 
pretext.,  with  all  avenues  of  escape  closed 
against  them!  "How  old  are  you?"  "Oh, 
we  don't  want  any  more  men."  "You  are  too  old!" 
Brothers,  now  is  the  day  to  prepare  to  meet  the 
eommon  foe  before  our  wives  and  children  are 
dragged  down  to  slavery  of  the  worst  kind!  It  is 
said  that  history  repeats  itself.  May  God  forbid 
itl  It  is  not  many  years  since  good  old  England 
witnessed  the  selling  of  white  children  into  slav- 
ery. I  hope  it  may  never  occur  again  anywhere.  I 
am  informed  that  all  companies  will  place  an  in- 
surance on  all  employes.  Brothers,  you  and  I 
know  the  difference  between  it  and  our  noble  in- 
surance. Once  more  I  say,  arouse  from  our  in- 
difference: or,  in  a  short  time  the  liberty,  indepen- 
dence and  patriotism  of  the  American  people  will 
be  but  a  mere  tradition  that  our  children  will  talk 
about  but  will  not  understand,  and  labor  which 
hewed  this  nation  of  freemen  out  of  wilderness 
will  bow  its  head  to  the  dictations  of  combines  and 
trusts!  The  mission  of  the  United  States  is  to  en- 


lighten and  civilize  the  world!  It  is  the  knight  er- 
rant of  liberty  and  justice!  If  it  fails  in  its  mission 
the  world  will  relapse  into  barbarism!  This  ques- 
tion is  one  of  the  greatest  facing  thD  Ameri- 
can people  today.  On  our  patriotism  in  thjs  case 
depends  the  salvation  of  the  republic  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  liberty.  Pro  Bono  Publico. 
Allentown.  Pa. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Looking  over  the  many  letters  in  the  March  Con- 
ductor gives  a  person  a  large  field  for  thought  on 
the  various  questions  discussed  pro  and  con.  Age 
limit— old  conductor— physical  examination— dou- 
ble headers,  and  others  too  numerous  to  mention, 
are  matters  of  great  importance  to  all  our  mem- 
bers and  should  be  given  our  most  careful  consid- 
eration. The  age  limit  and  physical  examination 
prevents  many  of  our  worthy  members  from  se- 
curing employment  who  are  fully  capable  and 
thoroughly  competent  to  perform  their  duties  as 
conductor,  and  many  of  them  are  more  capable  of 
doing  a  job  of  braking  than  those  who  have  passed 
tbe  required  examination.  But  their  aze  or  some 
slight  physical  defect  stands  between  them  and 
employment  on  many  of  our  railroads  of  today, 
while  the  double  header  on  these  and  other  roads 
has  reduced  the  number  of  men  employed  in  train 
service  to  ad  alarming  extent.  Thought  given 
these  questions  is  very  essential,  but  action  on  our 
part  is  necessary  to  overcome  them.  If  we  do  not 
champion  our  own  cause  we  can  hardly  expect 
others  who  are  not  interested  in  our  welfare  to  do 
it  for  us.  When  action  on  the  part  of  all  our  mem- 
bers is  taken  who  have  the  welfare  of  our  Order  at 
heart  and  sympathy  for  those  who  are  out  of  em- 
ployment through  any  of  the  causes  mentioned,  our 
movement  must  meet  with  success  if  our  efforts 
are  turned  in  the  right  direction.  Legislation  is 
the  only  proper  way  to  overcome  these  evils,  that 
have  gained  a  sound  foot-hold  right  amongst  our 
rank  and  file,  and  no  decided  effort  has  ever  been 
made  to  stop  those  evils  which  discriminate  with- 
out fear  or  favor  against  the  members  of  our  Or- 
der whom  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  give  all  needed 
assistance.  Why  not  elect  delegates  in  each  state, 
say  one  delegate  for  every  five  Divisions  of  our 
Order  in  the  state,  send  them  to  each  term  of  the 
legislature  to  look  out  for  our  interests  and  secure 
such  needed  legislation  as  would  be  necessary  to 
overcome  those  evils  which  keep  so  many  of  our 
members  from  securing  employment  ?  Select  for 
delegates  only  those  who  have  marked  ability  and 
who  will  promote  our  interests  without  fear  or  fa- 
vor. It  is  very  important  for  us  to  know  what  laws 
are  enacted  by  our  legislatures,  whether  they  are 
detrimental  to  labor  organisations  or  whether  they 
are  favorable  to  the  working  classes.  Such  action 
as  this  on  our  part  would  soon  strike  a  responsive 
chord  from  other  labor  organizations.  This,  and  a 
liberal  support  of  candidates  for  office  who  are  fa- 
vorable to  labor,  would  soon  place  us  on  an  equal 
footing  with  some  of  our  large  corporations  who 
so  largely  try  to  keep  us  on  unequal  ground.  Labor 
disturbances  have  been  very  unsatisfactory  to  all 
concerned  in  the  past  as  well  as  unpopular  with 
public  sentiment  This  undesirable  feature,  with 
its  train  of  hardships  in  its  wake,  should  be  re- 
placed by  arbitration  in  a  satisfactory  form,-  Let 
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us  all  try  and  do  what  we  can  to  better  our  condi- 
tions as  well  as  those  of  our  fellow  men.  When  we 
have  done  this  we  can  say  we  have  done  a  noble 
work  for  our  Order  and  labor  at  large. 
Minneapolis.  Minn.  P.  F.  Englhs. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

For  a  lone  time  I  have  read  with  interest  the 
many  and  varied  suggestions  from  different 
Brothers  as  a  means  of  caring  for  old  and  disabled 
conductors.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  a  good  deal  of 
thought  on  my  part  for  I  am  getting  along  close  to 
the  line  of  the  "old  timer."  I  have  been  a  member 
of  the  Order  and  also  of  the  Insurance  Department 
for  sixteen  years.  The  Home  idea  does  not  strike 
me.  personally,  as  just  the  thing.  As  the  old  sol- 
dier said,  "home  is  where  your  friends  are."  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  old  conductor  would  be  much 
better  satisfied  if  he  could  pass  his  old  age  in  the 
community  where  his  friends  are  and  where  all  the 
surroundings  were  familiar,  than  to  be  sent  off  to 
some  strange  place  and  among  strangers  to  end  his 
days.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  if  at  a  certain 
age.  or  in  the  event  of  disability,  to  have  his  insur- 
ance paid  to  him  either  in  installments  extending 
over  a  period  of  say  five  or  six  years,  or  create  an 
endowment  fund  which  would  guarantee  a  reason- 
able competence  to  support  him  in  his  declining 
years?  I  carried  an  old  line  life  policy  for  a  few 
years  but  could  not  afford  to  carry  both  the  old 
line  and  the  O.  R.  C.  policy  and  drew  out  of  the  old 
line.  We  all  know  that  we  cannot  get  something 
for  nothing,  and  if  the  endowment  or  any  other 
plan  is  adopted  we  will  have  to  pay  more,  but  do 
you  think  any  Brother  would  object  to  the  in- 
creased payment  if  he  were  assured  that  in  his  old 
age  he  would  have  a  certain  income  to  fall  back  on 
when  his  earning  capacity  is  decreased  or  entirely 
eliminated?  The  age  limit  on  railroads  is  a  propo- 
sition which  confronts  us  all.  How  many  of  our 
conductors  have  enough  to  live  on  or  to  go  into 
business?  The  day  of  small  business  is  rapidly 
passing,  and  for  a  man  to  go  into  business  now  a- 
days  requires  a  good  deal  of  capital  and  some  ex- 
perience, and  if  you  only  have  small  capital  and 
go  into  business,  by  the  time  you  have  acquired 
the  experience  the  capital  is  gone  and  once  more 
you  are  adrift  and  back  to  first  principles,  with  the 
exception  that  your  youth  is  gone  and  you  are 
a  candidate  for  the  county  farm  or  some 
other  place  supported  by  charity.  Why  not  make 
our  insurance  department  in  the  nature  of  an  in- 
vestment? Almost  any  man  will  be  willing  to  put 
up  his  money  if  there  is  an  assurance  that  he  will 
receive  some  benefit  when  he  most  needs  it.  I  am 
not  well  enough  versed  in  insurance  matters  to 
offer  any  definite  plan,  but  it  surely  would  not  cost 
a  .great  deal  to  have  some  expert  insurance  man 
figure  out  some  plan  which  would  be  successful 
and  meet  the  approbation  of  all  concerned. 
Rich  Hill.  Mo.  R.  A.  Gerard. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  hope  I  may  be  able  to  convey  as  much  news  in 
as  little  space  as  possible,  so  that  those  of  our 
Brothers  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have 
to  leave  us  and  seek  service  elsewhere  may  know 
a  little  of  what  we  are  doing  and  how  all  the  mem- 
bers are  getting  along. 


After  to  long  a  time  we  are  able  to  boast  of  hav- 
ing one  of  the  finest  Auxiliaries  to  the  O.  R.  C.  It 
is  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Fred  W.  Vincent,  and 
most  ably  assisted  by  Mrs.  Chas.  Dunnigan.  with  25 
members  and  plenty  of  applications.  Brothers,  yon 
who  are  absent  should  see  the  difference  since  the 
ladies  came  in.  Have  already  had  two  sociables 
and  a  jolly  good  time,  and  on  next  Thursday  after- 
noon and  evening  we  give  a  farewell  reception  and 
luncheon  to  two  of  our  most  esteemed  members, 
who  by  fate  have  been  forced  to  leave  us>  they  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Nelson,  who.  in  their  short  stay, 
have  endeared  themselves  so  deeply  among  us 
that  we  most  certainly  feel  their  loss;  but  what  is 
our  loss  will  be  a  great  gain  to  the  lucky  lodge  re- 
ceiving them.  Brother  and  Sister  Nelson  have  our 
best  wishes.  Division  74  also  had  a  grand  ball  on 
April  9.  given  in  honor  and  for  the  benefit  of  153.  L. 
A.  to  O.  R.  C.  It  is  useless  to  say  that  all  had  a 
grand  time.  Thanks  to  the  ladies  for  the  new  life 
they  have  put  into  our  work.  We  had  two  initia- 
tions March  17  and  more  applications. 

Decatur.  111.  A.  F.  Keknkllt. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Ye  scribe  has  just  been  scared  out  of  a  year's 
growth.  Sitting  alone  in  my  study,  nursing  a  well 
developed  case  of  the  grip  and  thinking  that  ye 
scribe  had  been  deserted  by  all  mankind  and  feel- 
ing as  though  the  isolation  was  as  a  grim  spectre 
mocking  me  in  my  misery  and  never  dreaming  of 
the  presence  of  a  human  soul,  when  aloud  knock 
came   at   the    door  of  my   study  room  and 
aroused  me  from  my  reverie  and  I  wondered 
what  manner  of  man  could  have   the  nerve 
to    thus  encroach  upon   my  sacred  domain. 
So.  with  the  thoughts  of  Shylock.   if   I  can 
but  catch  him  upon  my  hip  I  will  feed  fat  the 
grudge  I  owe  him.  and  with  a  firm  determination 
I  strode  across  the  floor  with  blood  in  my  eye  and 
as  I  opened  the  door.  lo.  and  behold,  standing  bold 
and  undaunted  like  young  Brennan  on  the  Moor, 
was  Charley  Criss.  our  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
and  with  a  yell  that  would  put  to  shame  a  Caman- 
che  warrior,  cried,  "hurry  up  for  there  is  business 
on  hand."   Being  chairman  of  the  Adjustment 
Committee.  I  supposed  that  someone  had  been 
foully  dealt  with.  But  my  anxious  fears  were  soon 
dispelled  as  I  heard  him  say  that  two  candidates 
were  in  waiting  and  that  there  was  danger  of  a 
wreck  if  ye  scribe  was  not  there  but  I  said  that  1 
was  sorry  but  owing  to  the  way  I  felt  I  was  afraid 
that  the  devastation  and  death  would  have  to  go 
on  as  I  did  not  have  any  torpedoes  and  my  red 
flags  had  been  blown  away  and  so  I  would  be  of 
little  use.  And  with  a  "I  am  a  very  busy  man"  he 
slammed  the  door  and  went  in  search  of  other  tim- 
ber. [Later.]  A.  F.  Muncbausin  and  J.  H.  Mc- 
Kay were  made  conductors  and  F.  H.  Smith  was 
balloted  on  and  elected.  So  you  see  that  what  I 
thought  was  spontaneous  combustion  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  O.  R.  C.  zeal.  Now  may  this  be 
an  inspiration  to  a  few  more  of  our  members  to  be- 
come a  little  enthused  with  an  O.R.C.  spirit.  But 
don't  think,  my  Brothers,  that  by  what  I  have  said 
that  the  O.  R.  C.  boys  of  Division  173  are  not  seal- 
ous  workers  for  I  want  to  say  that  Division  173  with 
Aid)  (W)right  as  Chief  Conductor  and  Charley 
Crist.  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  is  a  back  number 
Digitized  by  VjUOy  It. 
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for  we  are  not.  Tes,  173  is  progressing  in  more 
ways  than  one  for  Old  White  Jack  (Wyman)  and 
Smooth  Bore  (Valentine)  have  already  begun  to 
adjust  their  neckties  and  brush  up  their  clothes  in 
anticipation  of  the  big  time  coming  off  at  St.  Paul 
in  May.  Yes.  and  I  can  just  imagine  that  I  can  see 
the  hermit  of  the  sand  hills  with  his  long  flowing 
beard  hanging  loose  to  the  wind  and  as  I  hear  the 
sephyrs  sighing  among  the  branches  of  his  lilacs 
it  seems  to  say.  St.  Paul.  St  Paul!  Now  I  don't 
blame  the  dear  fellows  for  having  a  weather  eye 
on  St  Paul  for  I  would  like  to  go  myself,  but  it  has 
been  said  that  if  the  Preacher  Conductor  went  he 
would  want  to  turn  the  convention  into  a  prayer 
meeting  and  of  course  that  is  not  what  the  conven- 
tion was  intended  for  and  so  he  won't  go.  But  say. 
boys.  I  want  to  say  right  here  along  this  line  that 
in  our  Sunday  Y.  M.  C.  A.  meeting  there  were  five 
conductors,  three  engineers,  and  switchmen, 
brakemen  and  shopmen  were  represented.  Praise 
the  Lord!  Let  the  good  work  go  on.  There  was  a 
time  within  the  remembrance  of  ye  scribe's  vision 
when  you  could  not  have  pulled  a  railroad  man 
into  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  meeting  with  a  switch  rope. 
Why?  Because  it  wasn't  strong  enough.  But 
when  these  dear  fellows  find  out  that  God  loves 
them  the  old  Devil  can't  get  a  wrecking  chain 
strong  enough  to  keep  these  dear  fellows  out:  we 
will  have  one  of  the  best  Railroad  Associations  in 
the  northwest.  Our  railroad  company  gives  us  $60 
a  month.  That  pays  our  secretary.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Hogue.  who  is  growing  more  popular  as  the  days 
goby.  Now.  boys,  come  to  the  meetings— we  are 
glad  to  have  you  come.  A.  P.  Ward. 

Chadron,  Neb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  115  is  keeping  up  her  good  record  and 
pushing  ahead.  We  are  having  good  meetings- 
no  complaint  to  make  on  non-attendance— and 
every  Brother  is  looking  around  for  new  material. 
As  we  have  passed  through  the  first  quarter  of 
1901. 1  will  explain  what  we  have  been  doing:  On 
January  1,  1901.  we  had  eighty-eight  members  in 
good  standing.  We  lost  one  by  death,  three  trans- 
ferred and  three  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
assessment  No.  1.  We  have  taken  in.  by  initiation, 
the  following  Brothers:  D.  T.  Williams.  A.  B. 
Speer.  G.  B.  Granger,  W.  B.  Corberley.  M.  J. 
Clancy.  T.  W.  Perry  and  J.  P.  Gleason.  and  are 
waiting  for  one  candidate  to  present  himself  for  in- 
itiation and  one  Brother  by  transfer  card.  J.  H. 
Kelgore.  from  Division  325.  A  good  showing.  Bl 
Capitan  Division  was  on  the  rampage  last  night— 
don't  ask  what  caused  it.  Brother  J.  K.  Smith 
rounded  up  three  conductors  and  shipped  to  San 
Francisco  from  the  California  Northwestern  Ry. 
and  asked  Division  115  to  please  brand  them  O.  R. 
Cm  which  was  done  by  Past  Conductor  J.  C.  Field- 
ing, a  good  instructor  for  such  boys  as  Walt  B. 
Corberly.  M.  J.  Clancy  and  Thos.  W.  Perry,  all 
from  the  California  Northwestern  Ry..  and  James 
P.  Gleason  from  the  Great  Santa  Fe  Route.  Four 
initiations  in  one  night  is  good  to  read  about  and 
better  to  see  in  your  own  Division.  Brother  T. 
Billingslea  is  having  a  serious  time  with  blood 
poisoning  on  his  right  band  and  may  yet  cause 
amputation,  but  we  hope  for  the  best  and  his 
speedy  recovery.  He  is  the  head  of  Division  115. 


having  been  secretary  and  treasurer  for  several 
years. 

Brothers,  it's  only  a  few  days  until  our  Grand 
Division  will  meet  at  St.  Paul,  and  every  delegate 
is  busy  getting  his  Sunday  clothes  pressed  and 
new  creases  put  in  his  trousers.  We  have  re- 
ceived notice  to  arrange  'for  a  train  load  coming 
from  Columbia.  Pa.  We  have  everything  com- 
plete and  will  show  them  through  Chinatown,  as 
our  Chief  Conductor  is  from  Pennsylvania  and  can 
speak  the  language.  [Pennsylvania  or  Chine se?- 
Eri.J  He  will  have  full  charge  of  the  members 
from  Division  331.  Our  Chief  Conductor's  name  in 
California  is  Hayes  P.  Speakmon.  but  he  says  in 
Pennsylvania  it  was  Spoke  man.  and  we  elected 
him  spokesman  for  the  Brothers  and  Sisters  from 
(Hail)  Columbia.  Pa.  Our  delegate.  A.  B.  Marray, 
and  alternate.  R.  H.  Plant,  will  leave  the  "Sitting 
Sun"  about  May  L  We  hope  to  hear  good  reports 
from  the  Brothers.  All  who  visited  our  city  dur- 
ing the  Grand  Division  in  '97,  and  passed  through 
San  Francisco,  should  remember  Brother  Marray. 

The  picnic  committee,  through  their  chairman. 
T.  Billingslea.  reported  that  they  had  signed  con- 
tracts with  the  North  Pacific  Coast  Road  (Narrow 
Gauge)  to  run  an  excursion  train  to  Camp  Taylor 
on  May  22.  1901,  to  take  El  Capitan  Division  and 
their  friends  to  the  picnic,  and  Brother  Ed.  H. 
Shoemaker,  superintendent  of  that  road,  will  do 
everything  possible  to  make  it  a  success.  Brother 
Billingslea  will  soon  supply  all  with  tickets  to  sell 
to  your  friends. 

Railroad  business  seems  to  be  very  good  on  the 
coast,  especially  passenger  travel.  California  is 
full  of  eastern  people,  tourists  and  would-be 
locators.  The  coast  division  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  is  completed  and  through  trains  will  soon 
be  running  over  that  division,  and  the  bulk  of  the 
through  travel  will  go  that  way  now  Instead  of 
over  the  Tehachaple  Mountains,  making  much 
better  time  between  here  and  Los  Angeles.  The 
Great  Santa  Fe  Route  is  doing  good  business  and 
everybody  is  busy.  Our  superintendent.  J.  W. 
Walker,  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  the 
Islands  much  improved  and  we  hope  he  will  soon 
be  the  stout  and  robust  man  he  was  before  his 
sickness.  Jas.  F.  Lott.  general  foreman  of  the 
freight  sheds,  is  back  on  duty  after  a  very  severe 
spell  of  sickness.  Brother  Wells  of  246  is  in  charge 
of  engine  No.  1.  shunting  box  cars  around  the 
Santa  Fe  yard  in  Frisco.  We  are  going  to  have  a 
visitor  in  May.  in  honor  of  Ohio.  The  Union  Iron 
Works  are  building  the  finest  battle  ship  ever 
built.  She  will  be  launched  in  May  in  the  presence 
of  his  Honor.  Wm.  McKinley  and  Governor  Nash 
and  staff  of  Ohio.  We  expect  about  20,000  native 
Ohioans  to  be  present.  The  Ohio  society  of 
California  will  have  charge  of  the  presidential 
party,  and  when  this  mountain  of  steel  slides  into 
the  waters  of  San  Francisco  bay  a  young  lady  from 
Ohio  will  break  a  bottle  of  California  wine  over 
her  bow  and  will  say:  "I  will  call  this  beautiful 
ship  Ohio."  Come  along.  Buckeye  boys.  California 
Buckeyes  will  make  it  hot  for  you  in  Chinatown 
tonight.  We  are  looking  for  a  "warn"  time  in  old 
town  when  the  Buckeyes  get  here— William  Mc- 
Kinley. Mark  Hanna.  Gov.  Nash,  and  others  too 
numerous  to  mention.  You  will  find  me  marching 
in  the  Ohio  society,  admitting  I  was  born  in  Ohio. 
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I  feel,  quite  proud  of  my  native  state— just  go  over 
the  list  and  see  the  ereat  men  who  were  born  in 
Ohio.  Milton  G.  Pumphrey. 

San  Francisco.  Cal. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

I  suppose  you  will  think  that  I  am  comine  pretty 
often,  but  I  have  never  bad  much  to  say  before: 
not  because  I  did  not  read,  but  because  I  did  not 
get  into  the  mood.  There  is  so  much  discussion 
upon  the  subject  of  the  seed  and  disabled  conduc- 
tors, and  the  provision  of  a  retreat  for  them,  that 
I  deemed  an  additional  word  would  not  meet  the 
fate  of  the  "blue  pencil."  I  have  read  with  deep 
interest  every  thins  that  has  been  suggested  for 
years  upon  this  subject,  and  I  must  say  that  not 
one  feasible  plan  has  been  suggested.  Brother  Bar- 
ber. Sr..  has  proposed  a  novel  plan,  and  it  has  some 
virtue,  but  it  will  never  succeed.  Pick  out  any  one 
hundred  men  and  how  many  philanthropists  will 
you  find  among  them?  If  you  find  one.  you  will  be 
highly  fortunate.  When  you  ask  a  man  to  carry 
life  insurance  for  some  one  not  a  member  of  his 
family,  you  are  making  a  request  that  will  not  be 
responded  to  with  any  degree  of  willingness.  Es- 
pecially, when  you  consider  the  fact  that  a  large 
number— in  fact,  almost  a  majority— of  our  mem- 
bers consider  this  plan  of  a  home  an  incentive  for 
members  to  neglect  to  provide  for  "a  rainy  day." 
knowing  that  they  will  be  provided  with  a  home, 
even  though  they  have  been  improvident.  We  are. 
all  of  us.  altogether  too  improvident.  Did  any  of 
you  ever  figure  how  much  money  you  had  drawn 
from  the  pay  car  during  your  term  of  railway  ser- 
vice? If  you  have,  did  you  not  feel  a  little  guilty 
qualm,  that  you  had  blowed  it  all,  when,  without  a 
doubt,  you  might  at  least  have  saved  one-fourth  of 
it.  and  in  many  instances  one-half?  In  fact,  you 
were  guilty  of  gross  neglect  of  your  family's  in- 
terest for  not  doing  so.  I  can  cast  my  mind's  eye 
over  the  men  with  whom  I  have  been  associated 
during  my  railroad  career,  and  what  an  astonish- 
ing percentage  of  them  pay  a  bar  bill  of  from  $5.00 
to  $20.00  each  month,  and  $5.00  to  $10.00  cigar  bill,  be- 
sides many  sundries  which  were  not  necessities  in 
any  sense  of  the  word.  What  do  you  suppose  these 
bills  would  have  amounted  to,  upon  the  basis  of  a 
saving  fund?  Why.  Brothers.  I  know  of  men  who 
have  saved  enough,  before  they  were  thirty  five 
years  of  age.  from  a  job  of  braking  and  mining,  to 
go  into  business  on  an  extensive  scale.  That  is.  a 
scale  that  made  their  profits  from  their  business 
more  than  they  ever  drew  from  any  pay  car  while 
in  the  train  service.  I  have  worked  alongside  of 
them  and  knew  that  they  were  accumulating  a 
competence,  while  I  didn't  save  a  dollar,  but  I 
couldn't  seem  to  get  the  combination  myself.  Who 
was  to  blame?  The  railroad  companies,  the  Order 
or  some  one  or  thing  outside  of  myself?  No.  in- 
deed I  Yours  truly,  and  no  one  else.  I  ought  to- 
day to  be  independent  of  any  company  whatso- 
ever: but  I  am  not.  more's  the  pity.  We  will  never 
succeed  in  placing  the  average  man  in  a  retreat, 
no  matter  what  his- misfortunes  have  been.  His 
manhood  won't  allow  him  to  become  a  subject  of 
charity.  Why.  I  know  of  ex-railroad  men  who  are 
today  working  for  from  $5.00  to  $10.00  per  week.  Do 
they  long  for  a  home?  No.  dear  Brothers.  They 
recognise  the  fact  that  they  have  sinned  away  their 
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day  of  grace,  financially  speaking,  and  they  take 
their  pittance  and  make  the  best  of  it.  the  best  be- 
ing, in  many  cases,  the  worst. 

Brother  Veritas,  I  like  the  ring  of  your  letter, 
when  you  refer  to  legislation.  That's  the  line  that 
we  must  spend  more  of  our  energies  upon:  but  I 
can't  agree  with  you  that  we  have  no  right  to  say 
whether  railroads  shall  double  or  treble  head  their 
trains.  We  undoubtedly  have  a  right— and  it  is 
our  duty  to  see  that  right  recognized— to  say 
whether  we  shall  be  ordered  to  start  upon  a  trip 
whereon  our  lives  shall  be  jeopardized  unneces- 
sarily, which  is  undoubtedly  the  case  with  double 
and  treble  headers.  Brother  Editor  gave  me  a  lit- 
tle dig  in  my  letter  in  the  March  issue,  when  I 
spoke  of  the  self  couplers  that  don't  couple.  He 
said:  "Call  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission."  Dear  Brother,  what  are 
we  organised  for?  Isn't  it  so  that  we  may  be  a 
more  forceful  factor  as  an  organization  than  we 
can  possibly  be  as  individuals?  Let  the  Order 
take  these  matters  up.  We  all  know  that  we  can- 
not possibly  do  so,  as  employes.  Why.  we 
wouldn't  last  long  enough  to  know  that 
we  had  ever  been  employes.  These  matters 
must  be  accomplished  through  our  Order  as  an  or- 
ganization. No  individual  member  can  jeopardize 
his  job  by  any  such  foolhardiness.  Brother  Jelf 
makes  a  suggestion  that  is  opportune  and  perti- 
nent and  that  is  that  when  a  conductor  becomes 
incapacitated  he  should  be  entitled  to  some  bene- 
fits from  the  Benefit  Department.  He  has.  no 
dsubt,  been  paying  money  for  years.  Why  should- 
not  he  receive  something  for  his  money?  Why 
must  he  die  to  accomplish  the  financial  results?  I 
suppose  when  he  becomes  incapacitated  he  ought 
to  be  chivalrous  enough  to  go  and  fall  under  a 
moving  train— accidentally,  of  course— so  that  his 
family  would  be  placed  in  a  position  that  they 
would  not  want.  Along  this  insurance  line  we 
ought,  also,  to  have  some  accident  indemnity.  Of 
course  that  should  be  only  for  those  Brothers  who 
wished  to  take  out  such  protection  and  should  not 
be  compulsory,  as  our  present  insurance  is.  Many 
a  Brother  is  carrying  accident  indemnity  with 
commercial  companies,  who  would  gladly  see  this 
money  going  to  the  Order.  Brother  Veritas  wants 
the  initiative  and  referendum,  and  justly,  too. 
Representatives,  in  the  person  of  our  delegates, 
are  O.  K..  but  the  rank  and  file  must  have  an  op* 
portunity  to  pass  upon  their  acts  in  Grand  Divis- 
ion. So  must  the  electors  of  our  government  have 
the  same  right,  as  regards  our  national  and  state 
representatives.  We  modern  people  are  the  vic- 
tims of  too  much  law  and  not  enough  justice.  Let 
every  law  of  our  nation,  and  every  law  of  our  Or- 
der be  submitted  to  the  rank  and  file  before  it  can 
be  incorporated  into  the  statute  books  of  either. 

Fairbury.  Neb.        .  Sivart. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  114  is  adding  new  members  every  meet- 
ing. We  should  have  four  initiations  at  our  next 
meeting.  I  believe  we  have  only  had  one  meeting 
this  year  that  there  was  no  candidate  to  be  initi- 
ated. I  met  a  Brother  the  other  evening  who 
asked  me  if  I  was  still  the  cipher  correspondent  ot 
our  Division.  He  being  a  member.  I  said.  yes.  I 
didn't  ask  him  if  he  knew  the  way  into  the  Divi- 
sion. 
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To  make  the  column  in  The  Conductor 
furnished  by  the  correspondent  interesting;  to  the 
Brothers,  it  is  very  necessary  that  they  help  con- 
tribute to  his  letters  by  furnishing  him  with  such 
intelligence  and  information  as  will  enable  the 
correspondent  to  brine  the  subject  out  in  a  pleas- 
ins:  manner.  A  number  of  Brothers  have  promised 
to  help  in  this  way.  Ask  yourself  the  question, 
have  you  fulfilled  your  promise?  I  was  looking: 
through  the  columns  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  in 
Thr  Conductor  for  an  account  of  some  of  the 
pleasant  social  events  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Auxiliary.  Some  of  our  Brothers  have  been  at 
these  entertainments,  and  while  we  were  all  most 
cordially  invited.  I  regret  very  much  that  I  could 
not  be  present  as  my  hours  of  duty  spoils  the  even- 
ing: but  I  learn  from  some  of  the  Sisters  that  the 
behavior  of  one  of  the  Brothers  was  such  that  they 
could  not  cheerfully  recommend.  He  is  addicted 
to  the  habit  of  chewing  gum  and  like  many  other 
bad  boys  away  from  home,  places  the  chewed  gum 
where  it  is  most  likely  to  be  effectual— on  the  backs  - 
of  playing  cards,  seats  of  chairs,  etc.  But  notwith- 
standing the  fact  the  boys  must  have  their  fun 
anyhow.  These  social  gatherings  have  their  good 
influences.  They  bring  us  nearer  together  in 
mutual  relationship;  they  help  make  the  ties  that 
bind:  they  narrow  down  that  selfish  disposition  that 
inclines  us  to  think  man  lives  for  himself  only,  and 
then  they  are  usually  followed  by  a  very  palatable 
repast,  with  good  things  to  eat  and  reach  a  man  in 
a  way  that  nothing  else  will.  It  will  often  cause 
him  to  say  yes,  when  he  really  means  no.  The 
President  and  Secretary  of  Auxiliary  9.  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Ody  and  Mrs.  J.  Reinhart.  might  give  us  a  pen 
picture  of  some  of  the  good  things  the  meetings 
consist  of  as  they  are  both  energetic  and  efficient 
workers. 

I  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  our 
Brothers  who  have  been  less  fortunate  than  we. 
Misfortune  comes  to  us  often  in  the  hour  of  pros- 
perity, laying  a  heavy  hand  upon  us.  the  weight 
burdening  us  the  remainder  of  our  lives.  Brother 
F,  J.  Halferty.  who  lost  his  foot  in  the  Greens  burg 
tunnel  two  years  ago  last  January  and  came  so 
near  losing  his  life,  has  been  appointed  agent  at 
Homewood  and  is  filling  the  position  with  entire 
satisfaction.  He  walks  with  his  cork  foot  almost 
without  a  limp.  Brother  A.  M.  Borland  lost  his  leg 
at  Altoona  depot  while  attempting  to  get  on  his 
train  one  year  ago  the  13th  of  last  January.  He  is 
able  to  be  about  again  with  the  use  of  an  artificial 
limb.  We  hope  that  be  will  be  among  us  as  an  em- 
ploye in  the  near  future.  Brother  Borland  is  pos- 
sessed with  rare  Judgment  and  ability;  efficient, 
kind  and  polite,  composed  of  sterling  qualities,  fit- 
tingly prepared  to  fill  many  positions  and  it  is  the 
earnest  desire  of  all  our  Brothers  that  he  may  se- 
cure a  position  that  is  as  fitting  for  him  as  he  is  for 
it.  But,  alas.  I  think  again  and  here  is  Brother 
B.  R.  Pilling.  I  might  say.  like  the  pilgrim  by  the 
wayside  who  hath  no  morrow.  Truly  he  has  felt 
the  weight  of  affliction's  heavy  hand.  For  years  he 
has  borne  up  patiently  and  calmly  his  pitiable  con- 
dition, murmuring  not  at  his  lot.  but  seeking  to 
find  something  that  was  within  his  physical  reach. 
He  has  written  and  published  a  little  book  contain- 
ing memories  of  his  early  railroad  life  very  inter- 
esting to  its  readers.  He  still  has  a  number  of 


copies;  they  sell  at  25  cents  per  copy.  The  sale  of 
these  books  enables  him  to  supply  the  many  neces- 
saries of  life.  Brothers,  have  you  one.  if  not  send 
for  a  dozen  of  them.  Sell  them  to  your  friends  so 
they  may  reach  the  end  intended.  This  Brother  is 
entirely  disabled  from  working  and  fast  losing  the 
use  of  his  arms.  Is  he  not  a  worthy  man  for  our 
assistance? 

I  would  be  glad  to  see  some  constitutional 
amendment  added  to  the  by-laws  of  the  Insurance 
Department  that  the  benefits  might  reach  our 
worthy  Brothers  such  as  he.  There  are  ways  in 
which  this  could  be  accomplished.  A  certain  per 
cent  should  be  allowed  for  the  palsied  or  any  total 
disability  other  than  accident.  I  hope  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Grand  Convention  in  May  will  give 
this  their  very  careful  consideration  and  bring 
about  something  that  will  benefit  the  deserving 
ones.  I  am  glad  to  say  the  delegate  from  Division 
114  is  a  thorough  man  and  he  with  others  equally 
as  good  will  not  leave  any  stones  unturned. 

Pittsburg.  Pa.  D.  F.  Lane. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  we  are  our 
Brother's  keeper.  How  many  of  our  members 
really  live  up  to  the  above  instruction?  As  long  as 
a  Brother  has  a  good  train  to  run.  and  a  regular 
salary  of  one  hundred  "per,"  then  you  are  all 
ready  and  willing  to  be  his  keeper,  and  extend  to 
him  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  Then  he  is  a 
good  fellow.  Then  he  is  popular,  and  is  consider- 
ed a  good  member  of  the  Order,  even  if  he  only 
comes  to  the  Division  room  once  a!year.  and  does 
nothing  to  help  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Division 
with  the  exception  of  paying  his  annual  dues. 
That  don't  make  any  difference.  He  runs  a  good 
train  and  draws  a  good  salary,  and  consequently 
we  must  take  off  our  hat  when  he  passes  by.  and 
he  expects  that  whenever  he  does  condescend  to 
attend  the  Division,  that  whatever  be  proposes  or 
advocates  must  and  will  be  supported  by  all  of  the 
other  Brothers  without  question  or  debate.  But. 
on  the  other  hand,  should  one  of  our  Brothers, wh» 
unfortunately  has  lost  his  train  and  one  hundred 
per.  that  attends  the  Division  meetings  regularly, 
enters  heartily  into  the  work;  if  this  one  should 
propose  some  legislation  for  the  good  of  the  un- 
employed, with  what  spirit  is  it  received  by  the 
regular  conductor?  What  does  the  salaried,  at- 
tend-once-in-a-while  member  say  then?  Does  he 
then  live  up  to  the  teaching  that  in  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors  we  are  our  Brother's  keeper? 
Or  does  he  say:  "I  am  not  in  favor  of  any  suck 
thing.  I  am  paying  assessments  now  to  this,  that 
and  the  other,  and  won't  do  any  more.  If  these 
Brothers  are  out  of  employment,  and  their  fami- 
lies are  in  distress.  I  can't  help  it.  Let  him  go  and 
hunt  up  another  job."  Or  they  will  say:  "Let  the 
old  conductor  alone,  and  he  will  take  care  of  him- 
self. I  am  getting  tired  of  this  old  chestnut  of 
helping  our  old  and  disabled  conductors.  Better 
drop  the  farm  nonsense  or  the  shoe  factory.  What 
do  I  care  if  some  of  our  Brothers  are  in  need.  It's 
none  of  my  business.  I  have  got  enough  to  do  to 
take  care  of  myself."  Aha!  You  forget  then,  that 
in  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  you  are  your 
Brother's  keeper?  No.  you  won't  do  a  single  thing 
to  help  an  unfortunate  Brother  that  is  out  of  em- 
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ployment  No.  yon  say.  to  keep  and  hoard  up  all 
money  belonging  to  the  Order,  and  keep  it  in  a 
bank  at  3  per  cent  for.  perchance,  some  time  in  the 
future  we  may  need  that  money  ourselves  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  a  strike.  Because,  if  there 
should  be  a  strike.  I  would  not  want  to  lose 
any  time  on  account  of  it.  and  the  money  must 
come  from  some  where,  or  else  I  will  not  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.  or  the  Order  either.  So.  don't 
talk  any  more  about  taking  any  money  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Order  for  the  purpose  of  helping  an 
old  conductor.  Of  course  the  old  conductor  help- 
ed to  build  up  this  fund.  He  paid  his  share  of  it. 
but  when  he  lost  his  job  he  lost  all  claim  to  the 
Order.  No.  let  the  old  conductor  alone:  he  will 
take  care  of  himself."  But  that  is  just  what  you 
said.  I  have  read  it  in  The  Conductor,  and  I 
heard  it  in  my  own  Division.  Just  such  expres- 
sions as  1  have  written.  But  I  don't  believe  you 
stopped  to  think  what  you  were  saying.  I  don't 
believe  you  meant  what  you  said.  I  don't  believe 
but  what  every  single  conductor  in  regular  em- 
ploy as  a  conductor,  would  gladly  give  one  dollar 
each  month  towards  a  fund  to  support  and  care 
for  our  needy  ones.  I  know  they  would  do  it.  I 
know  that  there  is  no  more  generous  set  of  men  in 
America  than  the  O.  R.  C.  men.  If  they  would 
only  stop  and  think  what  they  could  do— 20.000 
Conductors  in  actual  employ.  Bach,  one  dollar  a 
month— $240,000  in  one  year-$240.000  in  the  hands  of 
a  committee  appointed  with  power  to  act.  could  so 
appropriate  that  amount  that  the  income  in  two  or 
three  years  would  be  enormous.  With  that  amount 
of  money  the  committee  could  go  into  the  tropics 
and  buy  fruit-growing  lands  that  would  produce 
bananas,  pineapples,  cocoa,  coffee,  rubber,  etc.. 
that  would  make  our  Conductors'  Home  entirely 
self-supporting.  Now.  I  suppose  you  will  say: 
There  Osborn  goes  again!  First  it  was  a  farm: 
then  a  coal  mine:  a  sugar  refinery:  a  shoe  industry 
—and  now  he  is  down  in  Central  America,  raising 
fruit  and  rubber  for  the  northern  market.  That 
Osborn  is  crazy  1  Well.  Brothers.  I  told  you  in  the 
first  place  that  I  did  not  care  what  it  iwas.  only  do 
something  for  the  benefit  of  the  old  conductor  and 
his  family  that  will  come  the  nearest  to  being  self- 
supporting.  The  only  objection  I  have  to  the  High- 
land Park  Home  is  that  they  do  not  receive  the 
wives,  widows  and  orphans  of  our  members,  and 
there  is  no  chance  in  the  world  of  that  institution 
ever  being  self-supporting.  One  of  my  good  Sis- 
ters asks  me:  "What  will  become  of  the  Highland 
Park  Home,  in  case  the  Conductors  have  one  of 
their  own?"  Why.  if  the  Conductors  have  one  of 
their  own.  that  will  in  a  measure  relieve  the  High- 
land Park  Home,  and  give  them  more  room  to  take 
care  of  engineers,  firemen  and  trainmen.  There 
will  still  be  a  large  field  of  usefulness  for  that  in- 
stitution. But  I  want  to  ask  yon.  Sister,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  Conductors  don't  have  a  home 
of  their  own.  what  is  to  become  of  the  wives  and 
orphans  of  our  Conductors?  I  know  of  a  Conduc- 
tor who  ran  a  passenger  train  for  thirteen  years, 
was  taken  sick  with  paralysis  and  heart  trouble, 
and  for  the  past  five  years  has  not  been  able  to  run 
his  train.  What  little  he  had  saved  up  had  disap 
peared.  and  his  wife  was  obliged  to  become  the 
bread  winner  of  the  family.  She.  your  Sister, 
must  go  out  and  canvass,  or  sew.  in  order  to  sup- 


port her  husband  and  young  son.  Is  that  right? 
Would  you  want  to  accept  her  position?  Did  this 
Brother,  ten  years  ago  when  he  had  a  train,  ever 
stop  to  think  then  what  might  come  to  him  and 
his  family?  No,  it  isn't  likely:  and  neither  do  you 
stop  to  think  now.  what  may  be  your  lot  in  ten 
years  from  now.  This  Brother  is  carrying  $3,000 
insurance  in  the  Order.  He  can't  afford  to  carry 
it.  and  he  certainly  can't  afford  to  drop  it.  as  he  is 
now  nearly  60  years  old.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  he  is  nearly  totally  disabled.  Now.  what  can 
we  do?  We  certainly  ought  to  do  something,  but 
our  laws  won't  let  us.  If  we  only  h*ad  our  home, 
our  farm  or  our  factory,  then  this  family  could  be 
contented  and  happy.  But  we  have  no  home,  yet. 
and  this  Brother  and  Sister  are  in  need.  The  in- 
surance laws  won't  give  her  any  part  of  the  bene- 
fit. What  can  we  do? 

The  Sister  does  not.  and  will  not  ask  for  charity, 
but  only  wants  a  few  hundred  dollars  to  go  into  a 
small  business;  with  that  she  may  support  her 
loved  ones.  Now.  Brothers,  let  not  your  right 
hand  know  what  the  left  hand  doeth.  but  simply 
let  each  one  enclose  to  my  address.  1025  Oakwood 
avenue.  Toledo.  O..  whatever  in  your  own  judg- 
ment you  feel  willing  to  give,  and  I  will  see  that 
this  Sister  and  Brother  who  are  in  need,  receive  it 
Let  each  Brother  individually  do  this,  even  if  only 
a  quarter,  and  see  for  once  what  good  we  can  do, 
and  illustrate  that  we  are  our  Brother's  keeper.  I 
want  to  say  further,  that  this  Brother  and  Sister 
are  not  in  Ohio,  nor  are  they  east  of  the  Mississip- 
pi. They  are  not  the  only  ones  of  our  Order  that 
are  in  need  of  assistance.  But  try  and  see  if  we 
can't  be  of  some  good  to  our  Brother  in  this  case. 
I  do  not  ask  one  to  do  it  all.  but  let  everybody 
help,  aid  and  assist  a  worthy  Brother.  And  don't 
put  it  off  until  tomorrow,  bnt  do  it  today,  as  every 
day  that  you  postpone  your  help  jast  that  much 
longer  your  Brother  must  suffer. 

Toledo.  O.  B.  P.  Osborn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

At  this  time  there  are  a  great  many  important 
matters  which  should  have  our  attention.  The 
time  for  our  convention  is  very  near  and  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  our  delegates  be  con- 
versant with  our  desires,  fully  instructed  and 
competent  to  act.  Division  217  is  recognised  as 
one  of  the  best  working  on  the  B.  &  O.  system  and 
we  are  proud  of  our  standing  with  our  officers  who 
are  fair,  honest  and  business-like  with  us.  As 
such  we  are  endeavoring  to  be  deserving  by  con- 
ducting the  business  of  the  company  assigned  to 
us  in  such  a  manner  that  it  may  be  said  of  both 
officials  and  employes,  well  donel  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  overlook  the  cause  of  the  good  standing 
of  our  Division.  To  make  a  success  of  any  under- 
taking, good  men— I  mean  men  capable  of  trans- 
acting for  themselves  and  others— must  be  chosen. 
Under  the  able  administration  of  Brother  H.  Font, 
our  Chief  Conductor,  the  meetings  are  conducted 
in  a  manner  elevating  and  entertaining,  and  we 
know  by  the  pleasant  smile  and  greeting  extended 
the  Brothers  as  they  enter  Division  room,  that  he 
fully  appreciates  the  support  given  him  by  his  able 
assistant.  Brother  Wattman.  who  is  regularly  in 
his  place.  Enough  cannot  be  said  of  our  secretary 
and  treasurer.  Brother  E.  R.  Emery,  a*  a  most 
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worthy  and  efficient  officer.  The  standing  of  the 
Order  and  its  members  depend  on  him,  and  that 
he  has  been  faithful  is  verified  by  the  fact  that  he 
received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Division  at  the 
annual  election  of  officers,  it  being  his  third  term 
in  succession.  While  indulging  in  personalities  it 
would  be  resented  by  the  members  of  217  if  I 
neglect  saying  something  of  the  chairman  of  our 
working  committee.  Brother  Wm.  Burke.  That 
he  loves  and  respects  the  Order  none  can  doubt. 
That  he  takes  more  interest,  and  by  so  doing 
creates  more  interest  than  usually  falls  to  the  lot 
of  one  member.  I  think  none  will  dispute.  Recog- 
nized by  the  railroad  management  as  a  man  of 
sterling  business  qualities,  fair-minded  and  just, 
he  has  been  first  in  establishing  us  on  business 
basis  with  the  management.  He  represents  us  at 
the  coming  Grand  Division,  and  if  I  might  have 
my  wish,  at  all  succeeding  ones.  It  is  very  often 
argued  that  this  honor  should  be  divided  among 
the  members  as  the  opportunities  present  them- 
selves. The  argument  is  not  a  bad  one.  The 
honor  is  certainly  to  be  appreciated,  but  in  this 
matter,  as  in  others  I  have  mentioned,  let  us  look 
to  the  business  point.  Experience  is  a  great 
teacher  and  applies  very  forcibly  here.  It  requires 
experience  for  a  delegate  in  convention  to  be  of 
service  to  his  constituents.  Parliamentary  rules 
and  methods  are  not  familiar  to  a  vast  majority  of 
our  members.,  and  when  we  find  a  member  in  our 
midst  who  can'  ably  represent  us.  who  has  proved 
by  bis  actions  that  he  does  represent  us.  I  say  stick 
to  him  if  possible  and  not  make  an  experiment  of 
a  Brother  for  the  sake  of  honor  alone.  It  is  the 
desire  of  every  loyal  Brother  to  advance  the  stand- 
ing of  our  Order  and  to  increase  its  benefits  and 
influences,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  this  it  is 
sometimes  necessary  to  make  personal  sacrifices. 
As  a  result  of  circumstances  I  have  not  been  able 
to  attend  Division  meetings  this  year,  bnt  being  in 
close  working  with  our  secretary  I  try  to  keep  in- 
formed of  the  proceedings.  Division  217  is  pros- 
perous and  growing  both  by  initiation  and  transfer 
cards.  B.  R.  &  P.  boys  are  showing  their  hand  by 
identifying  themselves  with  us.  and  we  are  proud 
of  them.  I  am  of  the  opinion  the  membership  of 
the  general  committee  will  be  increased  by  one 
just  as  soon  as  the  C.  L.  ft  W.  boys  get  their 
"measure  took."  Step  right  up  and  in.  boys,  if  the 
opportunity  presents  itself.  You  are  not  strangers 
and  the  glad  hand  is  ever  extended  to  you. 

Brothers,  attend  meetings  and  if  possible  assist 
in  perfecting  our  Order  and  its  teachings. 

Bennett.  Pa.  Geo.  Beard. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  138  is  doing  good  work  and  still  expects 
to  do  better  in  bringing  in  our  delinquent  con- 
ductors. Let  the  good  work  go  on.  Let  us  come 
in  closer  fellowship  with  one  another,  and  all  that 
are  careless  and  uninterested  in  matters  apper- 
taining to  our  Order,  should  be  counseled  with  and 
encouraged  to  wake  up  to  an  understanding  of  our 
vital  interest  of  today.  Railroading  of  today  is 
not  what  it  was  years  ago  and  the  time  is  here  that 
conductors  must  get  closer  together.  There  can 
be  no  mistake  if  we  regard  our  Order  as  one  family 
and  deal  kindly  and  generously  with  each  other. 
We  can  be  generous  without  making  a  sacrifice. 


Sociability  is  generous.  The  lack  of  it  is  selfish. 
A  strange  Brother  needs  an  encouraging  smile  and 
a  welcome  grasp  of  the  hand  when  he  visits  your 
locality  or  enters  your  Division  room  for  the  first 
time.  As  a  rule,  friendly  feelings  will  bring  out 
the  good  in  a  man,  while  a  cool  reserve  often  un- 
folds the  meaner  nature.  Let  us  do  the  best  we 
can  and  rejoice  with  them  that  can  do  better. 
Lighten  the  burdens  of  life  for  our  Brothers  by  a 
kind  smile,  a  friendly  chat  or  any  feeling  of  a 
Brotherly  interest.  It  costs  nothing  to  develop 
the  better  side  of  our  fellow  beings  and  it  makes 
character  of  the  right  kind  for  ourselves.  Selfish- 
ness and  envy  are  too  often  the  foremost  elements 
of  human  nature.  If  we  find  a  Brother  far  from 
what  he  ought  to  be.  do  not  put  him  down  as  al- 
together worthless,  but  go  to  such  a  one  and  talk 
with  him  and  chances  are  he  will  tell  you  the 
Brothers  are  against  him  and  do  not  care  if  he  is 
in  the  Order  or  out  of  it.  There  is  no  member  that 
does  not  appreciate  a  kindly  interest  in  his  welfare 
if  properly  shown,  although  all  would  resent  un- 
warrantable meddling.  We  all  have  a  liking  for 
friendly  sympathy  in  ourselves  and  we  should 
freely  extend  that  sympathy  among  ourselves. 
True  sympathy  will  often  light  on  life's  dusty  road 
some  weary  Brother.  Do  not  hesitate  to  speak 
the  right  words  at  the  right  time,  for  they  would 
be  brighter  jewels  in  the  pathway  of  a  discouraged 
Brother  than  a  new  empire  would  be  to  a  victorious 
general.  Men  are  attracted  by  the  power  of 
Brotherly  love,  but  they  cannot  be  driven  toward 
the  driver.  So  far  as  the  financial  part  of  this 
question  is  concerned,  there  are  many  times  when 
kind  words  and  generosity  cost  no  more  than 
selfishness,  and  for  every  endeavor  made  to  enable 
those  around  us  we  ourselves  grow  two  folds  in 
the  same  direction.  It  is  right  to  adapt  ourselves 
to  do  that  which  is  our  duty  and  if  we  are  not  doing 
the  best  we  can  there  certainly  is  a  fault  some- 
where on  the  other  hand.  Let  it  be  known  that  we 
.are  uninterested  one  toward  another  and  it  rele- 
gates us  to  a  place  of  unpopularity  in  the  opinion 
of  the  outside  world  and  such  an  opinion  is  weaken  - 
.  ing  to  self  respect  neither  of  which  we  can  afford. 
There  is  a  time  in  the  lives  of  all  of  us  when 
opportunities  come  for  bettering  onr  conditions. 
We  ought  to  seize  upon  such  opportunities,  as  they 
often  become  the  stepping  stone  whereby  we  may 
rise  still  higher;  or,  in  other  words,  we  are  gener- 
ally what  we  make  ourselves.  It  is  all  the  same  in 
the  garden  of  our  Order  as  in  the  garden  of  the 
earth.  Without  care  weeds  will  grow  faster  than 
fruit  or  flowers.  Do  not  wait  for  the  strange 
Brother  to  offer  his  band— offer  yours  first,  for 
there  is  no  memories  sweeter  than  the  places  and 
hours  we  have  devoted  to  kind  words,  sociability 
and  generosity  toward  one  another,  thus  giving  to 
ourselves  a  personal  pleasure  that  might  other- 
wise lain  hidden  forever.  Runt. 
Garrett.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  278  moves  along  pleasantly  and  is  still 
gaining  in  membership.  The  Division  has  chosen 
the  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  yean  J.  E. 
Conley.  C.  C:  H.  S.  Aiken.  A.  C.  C:  A.  J.  Pum- 
phrey.  S.  ft  T.;  W,  F.  Miller.  S.  C:  W.  A.  Rectanus. 
J.  C;  C.  A.  Graham.  I.  S.;  P.  A.  Mushrush.  O.  S.: 
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P.  W.  Heck.  Delegate:  H.  S.  Aiken.  Alt.:  Polen. 
Senft  and  Oliver,  Division  Committee.  We  have 
two  Brotbers  among:  the  injured  list— T.  A.  Sells 
and  A.  W.  Brown;  both  are  improving;  rapidly. 
Brother  Brown  being:  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his 
right  foot.  Brother  Mack  Roberts  has  again  re- 
ported for  duty.  Brother  Wesley  Connors  is  night 
yardmaster  at  this  place,  being  appointed  to  the 
position  after  the  death  of  our  esteemed  Brother. 
A.  H.  Lnttrell.  who  held  said  position.  A  commit- 
tee was  sent  to  bring  Brother  Brown  to  our  last 
meeting,  which  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the  19th. 
as  he  had  to  be  carried  up  stairs  to  onr  meeting 
room.  We  were  sorry  Brother  Pilling  was  not 
able  to  be  at  onr  meeting  as  he  has  been  confined 
to  his  bed  all  winter.  Not  much  hopes  of  his  re- 
covery. We  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting  the  19th 
and  the  best  attendance  the  Division  has  seen  for 
some  time— 45  members  being  present.  We  had 
four  candidates  to  be  introduced  to  his  majesty, 
William  Goat,  all  of  whom  performed  their  "task" 
with  due  credit  to  themselves  and  all  present,  also 
one  Brother  to  re-obligate.  The  new  members 
who  rode  the  goat  were  as  follows:  William  My- 
ers. Ira  Donovan,  of  New  Cumberland,  John  Du- 
gan.  Albert  Polen.  Dan  Merrimaker,  of  Stuben- 
ville.  The  members  at  meeting  who  lived  out  of 
town  were:  E.  B.  Kessler,  W.  J.  Conley.  J.  S. 
Jarvis.  J.  E.  McGraw.  W.  B.  Burton,  J.  Peppers. 
P.  J.  Mullen  and  Brother  Prince  of  Division  114 
with  an  order  for  the  work.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting  the  Division  decided  to  celebrate  the  10th 
anniversary  by  holding  a  banquet.  So  all  the 
members  marched  in  a  body  to  Lou  B.'Roney's 
restaurant  where  an  elegant  supper  was  served  by 
that  prince  of  caterers.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
state  the  supper  was  fine  as  everybody  knows  the 
service  at  Roney's  is  always  the  best.  I  noticed 
an  item  in  our  city  paper  that  is  a  credit  to  our 
Order  here.  The  Reporter  stated,  "As  I  noticed 
the  body  of  fine-looking  men  there  I  could  not  help 
thinking  of  the  reason  the  train  service  of  our  rail- 
way is  so  far  ahead  of  any  in  the  world.  Every 
man  intelligent,  temperate  and  trustworthy.  It  is 
no  wonder  we  rely  so  much  on  them  to  care  for  us 
on  our  great  transportation  over  the  country." 

We  all  read  with  pleasure  the  article  from  P. 
Monihan  of  Division  114,  now  with  Co.  H..  17th  In- 
fantry. Manilla.  Brother  Monihan  is  one  of  the 
tunnel  rats  of  the  Panhandle  from  Division  114. 
We  all  join  in  wishing  him  a  safe  and  speedy  ar- 
rival home.  Brothers,  watch  your  insurance,  read 
The  Conductor  and  attend  the  meetings  of  your 
Division  when  convenient  for  you  to  do  so. 

Dennison.  Ohio.  W.  E.  Russell. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  No.  291  is  making  new  Conductors  and 
we  are  also  losing  them  one  by  one.  On  February 
20. 1901,  the  unwelcome  news  was  flashed  over  the 
wires  that  Brother  Patsy  Hayes  was  killed  at 
Washington,  N.  J.  How  it  happened  no  one  knows. 
When  his  train,  which  was  bound  for  Scran  ton. 
Pa.,  arrived  at  Portland,  the  crew  could  not  find 
the  conductor,  and  word  was  telegraphed  back  to 
Washington  that  he  was  missing,  and  search  was 
made  along  the  track.  They  found  his  mangled 
remains,  and  it  appears  not  only  his  own  train 
but  a  fast  express  train  and  drill  engine  had 


passed  over  him.  cutting  him  to  pieces,  Brother  . 
Hayes,  before  he  went  out  on  that  ill-fated  trip.' 
was  in  the  conductors'  room  at  the  Hoboken  sta- 
tion and  paid  his  dues,  and  laughed  and  joked  with 
the  boys,  and  ere  ten  hours  was  gone  he  was  kill- 
ed. The  beautiful  words  in  our  initiation  cere- 
mony were  never  so  forcibly  impressed  on  the  mind 
of  the  writer,  the  next  day,  while  reading  it  at 
the  initiation  of  two  candidates  as  they  were  that 
day,  It  was,  indeed,  a  perfect  picture  of  the  real- 
ties of  a  railroad  man's  life. 

Brother  Slack  and  myself  were  up  to  Philllpsburg 
to  see  Brother  Hough,  who  has  been  sick  since 
December.  Joe  has  lost  sixty-five  pounds  in 
weight  since  he  has  been  sick,  but  says  he  can 
spare  it  if  he  will  only  get  well,  and  the  doctor 
says  he  will  pull  him  through.  We  all 
hope  he  will.  Brother  Burritt  is  home- 
sick. Brother  Collison  has  been  sick,  but  is 
working  again  on  his  train.  Brothers  Trimmer. 
Slack.  Brown,  Vanness.  Rogers.  Fowler  and  others 
are  keeping  the  table  warm  playing  dominoes. 

We  expect  a  rush  of  business  this  summer  to 
Buffalo,  and  think  we  are  able  to  take  care  of  it.  as 
the  D..  L.  &  W.  has  never  been  found  wanting.  All 
is  well.  O.  R.  W.  C. 

Hoboken.  N.  J. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  elected  and  installed  our  officers  for 
1901.  Numerous  changes  have  taken  place  among 
our  members.  Some  have  gone  elsewhere  to  look 
for  situations,  victims  of  circumstances  incident 
to  our  profession.  Brother  Richards,  one  of  the 
founders  of  our  Division,  has  gone.  I  understand 
be  is  employed  on  Choctaw  Route.  Success  to 
you.  Theodore,  wherever  you  are.-  Brother  Judy 
has  also  gone.  Brother  Thos.  Ryan  is  at  present 
employed  by  the  Illinois  Central  between  Mem- 
phis and  Granada.  Brother  Holmes, of  E.  &  T.  H .. 
has  also  left  us.  So  it  goes  with  us.  Wherever  you 
are  Brothers,  remember  we  have  a  place  in  our 
hearts  for  you. 

We  are  still  gathering  the  boys  in.  Billy  Swain, 
of  the  E.  &  T.  H..  followed  Brother  Boleman  over 
to  Division  one  day.  and  what  happened  to  Swain 
was  worse  than  what  happened  to  Jones.  Billy  is 
still  trying  to  get  some  of  that  dust  out  that  Will 
Leachy  threw  in  his  peepers.  We  have  two  more 
applications  to  be  acted  on  next  meeting.  We  have 
made  a  change  in  our  meeting  hours.  In  order  to 
keep  the  boys  straight,  our  efficient  Secretary. 
Brother  Boleman.  (catch  that  bouquet,  Tom)  got 
out  a  neat  little  time  table  of  meeting  dates  and 
hours.  It's  just  the  thing  for  the  boys.  I  must  tell 
one  on  Brother  C.  W.  Brown  and  Brother  C.  B. 
Moody.  (Chas.  braced  Moody.)  C.  B.  says,  show 
me  who  and  where  you  belong.  Chas.  says  381. 
What!  said  Moody,  that's  my  Division.  Here  is 
where  Brown  nailed  him.  It's  a  wonder  you  don't 
come  oftener  to  Division.  (They  only  get  there 
twice  a  year.)  I  never  have  seen  you  in  Division. 
Moody  was  beaten  bad  on  that  bluff,  sure  as  you 
live.  Come  oftener.  Brothers,  and  learn  who  each 
other  are. 

Business  is  fair  on  all  roads  here  on  I.  C:  there 
is  considerable -work  train  business.  Brothers  Dur- 
bin  and  Brown  are  hauling  dirt  from  the  steam 
shovel.  Durbin  calls  it  his  farm.    Every  bad  day 
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he  wants  to  change  off  with  some  of  the  passenger 
conductors.  If  he  stays  on  that  job  all  summer  he 
will  have  a  nice  "done  brown  complexion."  A  let- 
ter from  Brother  W.  A.  Davis,  who  is  working:  for 
the  Clover  Leaf,  says  he  is  as  busy  as  a  bee.  but 
cold?  Oh.  trolly  gee  I  and  snow  a  plenty  and  to 
spare.  Some  changes  on  L.  &  N.  have  helped  some 
of  our  members  to  passenger  runs.  Brother  Thos . 
Wene's  run  runs  to  St.  Lonis.  consequently  Tom's 
smiling  face  is  not  seen  in  our  Division.  Sorry. 
Tom.  for  that  change.  Some  of  our  members  are 
carelessly  allowing  their  insurance  to  run  so  close 
that  they  are  liable  to  lose  out  on  it.  and  this  too, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  are  continually  re- 
minded of  it  and  asked  about  it  every  month.  Re- 
member any  of  us  may  be  called  for  our  last  run 
any  day.  It's  only  a  matter  of  one  or  two  less 
ciaars  a  day.  and  if  we  don't  happen  to  get  the 
usual  number  of  smokers  per  day  it  won't  hurt 
anyone.  I  have  been  singularly  unfortunate  about 
getting  to  Division  since  Jan.  1,  by  having  to  make 
a  few  extra  trips.  It  has  thrown  everything  out  of 
shape  for  me.  I  am  trusting  it  will  be  better  ere 
long.  Div.  381. 

Evansville.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  must  say  a  word  or  two  in  commendation  of 
Brother  Veritas'  letter  in  March  Conductor,  and 
especially  to  the  portion  wherein  he  refers  to  leg- 
islation. In  legislation  is  to  be  found  most  direct 
and  by  far  the  shortest  route  to  the  relief  of  the 
railroad  man.  Our  Grand  Officers  are  all  right, 
and  week  in  and  week  out  they  struggle  to  adjust 
the  differences  which  arise  among  the  kickers  (and 
I  don't  need  tell  you  what  kickers  railroad  men 
are)  to  the  best  interest  as  near  as  they  can  to  all 
concerned,  and  I  don't  know  that  the  next  Grand 
Division  can  do  any  better,  if  as  well.  Experience 
of  long  years  is  worth  everything.  Be  careful  of 
changes  where  so  much  is  at  stake.  The  salaries 
paid  them  are  not  too  much,  for  they  earn  every 
dollar  they  receive.  It  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  next  Grand  Division  will  give  more  of  its 
time  to  devising  means  to  get  the  membership 
into  line,  to  hold  together  and  to  place  into  nom- 
ination for  office  and  elect  worthy  railroad  men 
who  will  never  stop  until  a  better  condition  of  af- 
fairs exists.  It  can  be  done,  as  we  have  as  good 
material  to  draw  from  as  there  is  in  the  land— none 
better  I  The  railroad  vote  can  put  as  many  of  our 
own  craft  as  is  necessary  in  the  halls  of  our  state 
legislature  and  congress,  as  will  assure  us  of  good, 
healthy  legislation  for  our  better  condition.  It 
would  be  taking  up  space  for  me  to  tell  you  how  to 
go  about  it.  for  every  reader  of  The  Conductor 
knows  how  to  obtain  the  result.  I  will  give  you  a 
little  tip.  however:  place  your  man  on  some  ticket, 
then  walk  up  like  men  and  vote  for  him.  It  should 
cut  no  ice  whether  he  is  on  the  democratic  or  re- 
publican ticket.  In  legislation  you  can  wipe  out 
seniority,  age  limit,  the  student,  over  production, 
blacklisting,  etc.  A  railroad  company,  as  well  as 
all  other  institutions,  has  the  right  (at  least  they 
take  it)  to  employ  and  discharge  a  man  whenever 
they  see  fit  to  do  so.  What  are  you  going  to  do 
m  about  it?  To  be  sure,  it  is  placed  in  the  hands  of 
*  the  local  committee  and  finally  reaches  our  Grand 
C.  C.  and  it  is  taken  up  by  him.  and  through  his 


untiring  efforts  many  of  our  worthy  Brothers  are 
reinstated  and  go  back  to  work.  But  give  us  good, 
honest  legislation,  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
railroad  men.  We  would  see  quite  a  different  state 
of  affairs.  Let  the  next  Grand  Division  look  well 
to  the  legislation  question,  and  not  waste  so  much 
valuable  time  in  trying  to  move  our  Grand  Offices 
to  some  place  which  would  be  no  better  than  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  perhaps  not  so  good. 

As  to  the  need  of  a  home  for  the  O.  R.  C,  there 
is  no  question.  Referring  to  Section  45  of  the 
statutes,  wherein  it  gives  the  power  to  a  Division 
to  bar  out  of  the  Order  for  all  time  a  member 
whom  they  have  suspended  or  expelled,  no  matter 
how  trivial  the  charge  may  have  been  or  how  good 
the  man  may  be:  in  other  words,  it  gives  to  a  few 
members  of  that  Division  the  right  to  exercise, 
under  cover,  personal  spite  to  hold  the  expelled 
member  out  of  the  Order  forever.  It  is  not  just, 
nor  is  it  in  keeping  with  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples upon  which  our  Order  is  founded.  Any  man 
or  set  of  men.  (they  are  unworthy  to  be  called 
Brothers)  who  will  conspire  to  keep  a  good  and 
worthy  man  out  of  the  Order  because  they  do  not 
like  him  personally  are  not  fit  to  be  among  us. 
There  is  a  whole  lot  of  unity,  progress,  protection, 
perpetual  friendship  in  such  actions— nit. 

Cincinnati.  O.  W.  A.  Fox. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

The  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  is  close  at 
hand  and  there  is  lots  of  work  to  do.  Now  Broth- 
ers, do  not  let  your  delegate  go  to  this  convention 
uninstructed.  Impress  upon  his  mind  that  he  is 
not  going  on  a  pleasure  trip,  but  as  an  employe  of 
his  lodge,  that  he  is.  Not  to  work  for  and  vote  for 
what  he  would  like  individually,  but  what  his  lodge 
wants,  and  work  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Or- 
der. If  he  does  these  things  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  he  will  have  done  well,  but  he  cannot  do  all 
this  to  the  satisfaction  of  bis  lodge  if  you  do  not 
instruct  him.  Give  him  an  idea  what  you  want. 
Take  up  the  constitution  and  see  if  there  are  any 
amendments  to  be  made.  Treat  all  other  matters 
of  interest  in  the  same  way,  and  explain  to  him 
your  exact  wishes  and  I  think  the  results  will  be 
satisfactory. 

Our  members  at  present  are  very  busy,  so  our 
meetings  are  very  small  and  few  and  far  between, 
but  some  of  our  Brothers  I  find  don't  come  when 
they  are  in.  Come.  Brothers,  whenever  you  are  in. 
All  are  welcome:  a  man  is  judged  by  the  company 
he  keeps.  Railway  men  are  good  fellows.  After 
making  one  of  those  continuous  round  of  pleasure 
trips,  with  snow,  rain  and  sleet  freezing  as  fast  as 
it  falls,  making  you  lopk  like  an  ice  man.  go  home 
and  have  a  little  talk  with  your  loved  ones,  then  go 
to  bed  and  get  nicely  asleep  when  the  caller  comes 
and  very  gently  notifies  you  that  your  worthy 
trainmaster  would  like  to  see  you  at  his  office.  Out 
of  respect  to  your  trainmaster  you  call,  and  a  case 
is  laid  before  you,  and  you  remonstrate,  and  often- 
times what  is  the  result?  A  record  has  been  placed 
against  you  in  the  big  gilt-edged  book.  This  makes 
a  man's  life  on  a  railroad  a  lottery  to  a  large  ex- 
tent. He  is  expected  at  all  times  to  use  his  best 
judgment  for  the  company's  interests,  and  he  does 
many  things  every  trip  for  which  he  gets  no  credit. 
I  have  heard  men  say  the  meaner  you  are,  the  bet- 
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ter  you  'get  along-  Of  course,  this  statement  is 
wrong,  and  we  must  continue  to  do  as  near  right 
as  we  possibly  can.  Let  him  hear  a  little  of  the 
"welli  done,  good  and  faithful  servant."  and  see 
how  quick  the  spirit  of  industry  and  thrift  will 
take  hold  of  him,  and  the  veneration  he  will  hold 
for  his  superior,  just  as  a  little  boy  will  feel  big 
and  grow  when  you  stroke  his  head  and  praise  him. 
For  men  are  but  boys  of  an  older  growth.  I  am 
proud  to  know  that  we  have  an  organization  known 
as  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  and  that  the 
fundamental  and  principal  parts  of  our  Order  are 
o.  k..  but  I  am  not  proud  to  know  that  we  have 
members  in  the  Order  that  want  to  cut  salaries  of 
our  Grand  Officers.  Is  this  the  principle  of  our 
Order?  No  sirl  Note  the  Brother's  letter  from 
Divisional*  (March  Conductor)  and  see  if  the 
salaries  of  conductors  was  cut  by  the  Order  of 
Conductors.  No.  by  the  good  management  of 
conductors  the  salaries  were  raised.  If  you  want 
to  see  a  man  kick  himself,  just  cut  his  salary. 

Very  good.  Brother  Veritas.  In  March  Conduc- 
tor, you  have  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  Come 
again.  Brother  Wilcox  was  off  duty  with  a  long 
spell  of  sickness,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  him  at  his 
post  again.  Brother  J.  J.  Heavey  is  very  busy  at 
present  fitting  himself  up  with  the  necessary  trim- 
mings for  St.  Paul.  Brother  W.  T.  Drake  is  again 
holding  down  his  caboose  No.  25,  after  handling 
Brother  Wilcox's  run.  O.  B.  M.  Sewkll. 

Huntington.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

As  a  matter  of  general  interest  to  all.  the  commit- 
tee for  the  Galveston  flood  sufferers  herewith  make 
a  statement  of  receipts  and  specify  how  the  funds 
were  disbursed.  Their  report  is  as  follows: 


Received  from  168  Divisions  $1,320.00 

Prom  individual  members  of  the  Order   7.50 

1.327.50 

Disbursements— 

To  Brother  J.  M.  Lacey.  Division  7  $  76.47 

To  Brother  L.  E.  Alexander,  Division  7   15254 

To  Brother  P.  Sugar.  Division  7   152.94 

To  Brother  T.  J.  Ray.  Division  7   229.41 

To  Brother  Walter  Johnson.  Division  18   76.47 

To  Brother  M.  E.  Hamilton.  Division  18   15234 

To  Brother  J.  W.  Taylor.  Division  18   229.41 

To  Brother  D.  J.  Glenney.  Division  18   229.41 

Expense,  postage,  printing,  stationery  and 

exchange  -  27.50 

1.327.49 


To  all  those  that  contributed,  please  accept  the 
thanks  of  the  beneficiaries  and  the  committee. 

J.  S.  Moore. 

J.  E.  Archer. 
Houston.  Texas.  N.  Dak  how. 

a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  our  last  meeting  of  Division  1  all  the  Divisions 
of  the  city  were  invited  to  co-operate  with  our 
Division  in  the  entertainment  of  the  delegates.  It 
Is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Grand  Division  will  legis- 
late clearly  on  just  who  are  eligible  to  membership 
in  the  Order.  Chicago  is  very  peculiarly  situated 
and  many  cases  come  up  that  the  members  very 
widely  differ  on.  For  instance,  take  one  of  the 
suburban  conductors  on  the  Illinois  Central  rail- 


way; they  have  full  charge  of  the  train,  wear  the 
badge  of  conductor,  make  out  their  reports  and 
still  do  not  run  outside  of  yard  limits.  Every 
meeting  someone  brings  up  the  yard  conductor; 
however,  the  Division  has  declined  to  take  this 
membership  into  consideration.  But  there  should 
be  some  legislation  to  cover  cases  that  arise  from 
time  to  time  in  the  large  cities.  It  will  not  be  long 
until  some  of  our  oldest  men  will  be  running  sub- 
urban trains  ami  the  power  that  will  be  used  will 
be  electricity.  We  have  got  to  provide  for  these 
cases— the  sooner  the  better. 

There  is  some  talk  of  ail  the  Orders  Joining  in 
and  give  a  grand  ball  for  the  benefit  of  the  Home. 
This  will  be  the  proper  thing  to  do  and  should  be 
the  success  of  the  year.  The  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Firemen  cleared  for  the  Home  about 
$1500  by  their  dance  given  in  this  city  Feb.  28.  1901. 
I  trust  that  the  Home  question,  representation  by 
districts,  the  rights  of  men  by  legislation,  will  be 
settled  at  St.  Paul.  We  are  the  greatest  in  num- 
bers, and  the  weakest  politically. 

In  Illinois  we  have  88.047  railway  employes.  In 
the  Forty-Second  General  Assembly  there  is  not  a 
railway  man  in  that  body.  There  are  40.000  rail- 
road men  in  Chicago  and  there  are  about  10.000  ex- 
railroad  men:  seventy  per  cent  of  thejwhole  num- 
ber of  unemployed  are  not  idle  from  choice  but 
are  forced  from  the  field  of  usefulness,  in  which 
they  were  active  for  years,  by  new  and  stringent 
rules  adopted  by  the  railway  companies,  that  pro- 
hibit the  employment  of  men  over  certain  age  and 
those  bearing  the  slightest  physical  defect.  Rail- 
road men  cheerfully  bear  their  share  of  the  bur- 
dens of  the  government,  but  have  little  to  say  in 
operating  it  We  have  just  bad  printed  a  roster 
of  our  membership,  giving  the  address  of  each 
member,  which  will  be  quite  bandy  for  ascertain- 
ing home  addresses.  Quite  a  few  of  our  members 
will  attend  the  Grand  Division.  Among  those  ex- 
pecting to  attend  will  be  Chief  Conductor  Fitch 
and  wife.  Brother  Warren  and  wife.  Brother  Kil- 
patrick  and  wife.  Brother  Williams  and  wife. 
Brothers  Conners.  Wood,  Winslow.  Brother  Lon- 
don and  wife,  and  many  others. 

At  the  close  of  the  Grand  Division  three  Pull- 
man sleeping  cars,  under  the  auspices  of  a  com- 
mittee from  Division  No.  1  will  leave  St.  Paul  via 
Great  Northern  railway,  for  Winnipeg.  Manitoba; 
the  Canadian  Pacific  railway  to  Vancouver  and  So- 
mas City;  the  Great  Northern  railway  to  Seattle, 
Tacoma  and  Portland:  the  Oregon  Railway  &  Nav- 
igation company  to  Huntington:  the  Oregon  Short 
Line  to  Salt  Lake  City:  the  Rio  Grande  Western 
railway  to  Grand  Junction:  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railway  to  Denver  and  the  Chicago.  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  railway  to  Chicago.  These  cars- 
will  reach  Chicago  on  the  morning  of  the  seven- 
teenth day  after  leaving  St  Paul.  The  commit- 
tee has  arranged  for  stops  at  Winnipeg.  12  hours: 
at  Vancouver.  24  hours:  at  Seattle  and  Tacoma.  4 
hours  each;  at  Portland.  Or.. 36  hours:  at  Salt  Lake 
City.  24  hours:  at  M  am  ton  Springs.  24  hours,  with 
arrangements  to  visit  the  summit  of  Pike's  Peak 
for  one-half  fare,  and  a  trip  to  the  Loop  Line  at 
Georgetown.  The  committee  has  decided  to  charge 
$25.00  for  a  lower  berth.  $20.00  for  an  upper  berth, 
$45.00  for  a  section,  and  the  railway  companies.' 
through  whose  kindness  we  have  obtained  the 
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courtesies  of  these  various  lines,  request  that  we 
make  the  invitation  general  throughout  the  Order, 
restricted  only  to  members  in  actual  service  and 
their  immediate  families.  Yon  are  kindly  invited. 
All  who  purpose  taking  advantage  of  this  trip, 
kindly  communicate  at  once  with  Brother  A.  W. 
Conners.  177  Park  avenue.  Chicago.  111.,  giving 
amount  of  space  desired,  accompanied  with  ex- 
press money  order,  who  will  return  receipt,  giv- 
ing car  number  and  berth  number.  No  reserva- 
tions made  unless  accompanied  with  money  order 
to  cover  amount  of  space  desired. 

Brothers  Peldot  and  Posta  are  still  running  pas- 
senger on  the  Chicago  &  Alton.  Our  A.  C.  C. 
Brother  Barnett.  has  one  of  the  choice  fast  runs  on 
the  Illinois  Central.  Brother  W.  E.  Cass  is  still  in 
the  U.  S.'Marshal's  office.  Brother  Combs  is  still 
giving  the  "high  sign"  on  the  I.  C.  Brother  Cal 
Kingsley  is  rnnning  train  on  the  Kansas  Southern 
railway.  Brother  W.  H.  Jackson  has  gone  to  the 
far  west,  looking  for  good  berth.  Brother  C.  J. 
Melohn  is  assistant  trainmaster  on  the  Chicago 
Junction  railway.  Brother  J.  F.  Ryder  is  running 
one  of  those  continuous  trains  on  the  C.  L.  S.  &  B. 
railway.  Brother  John  Shirley  is  running  a  train 
on  the  C.  &  E.  I.  railway  out  of  Marion.  111.  Broth- 
er W.  W.  Wentz.  "the  grand  old  man."  has  gone  on 
a  visit  down  east  to  see  his  son.  who  is  general  su- 
perintendent of  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jer- 
sey. We  will  be  very  glad  to  see  all  visiting 
Brothers  as  they  pass  through  our  city  en  route  po 
the  Grand  Division.  Brother  Osborn.  the  Home 
does  not  take  care  of  the  families  of  the  member- 
ship. It  has  a  hard  time  taking  care  of  the  old 
man  himself.  All  our  membership  is  doing  well  at 
last  report  under  good  of  the  Order.  Trusting 
other  Divisions  are  doing  as  well.  Chicago. 

Chicago.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

I  have  just  returned  home  from  a  forty  day's 
trip  through  the  beautiful  south,  southwest  and 
the  growing  west.  I  bad  the  honor  to  represent 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  baggage  department 
on  the  Golden  Gate  Special,  and  I  am  very  grate- 
ful to  all  the  good  Brothers  whom  I  met  for  the 
many  brotherly  favors  extended  to  our  party  and 
your  humble  servant.  I  take  special  pride  in  com- 
plimenting Tucson  Division  313  and  San  Francisco 
Division  115  in  having  such  noble  Brothers  and  fine 
gentlemen.  And  my  old  comrade  who  ran  with  us 
on  our  four-track  system  for  years  and  conducted 
one  of  our  finest  and  fastest  through  lines  between 
New  York  and  Harrisburg.  and  that  is  Brother. 
Hayes  P.  Speakman.  now  C.  C.  of  115.  also  station 
master  Third  Street  Station  S.  P.  Ry..  San  Fran- 
cisco. Cal.  He  is  known  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  as  one  of  the  best  of  railroad  men.  I  could 
fill  pages  with  the  names  of  worthy  Brothers  who 
are  a  great  credit  to  our  noble  Order. 

We  held  our  regular  meeting  today  and  I  was  so 
nappy  to  get  back  in  the  chair  again.  We  had  a 
good  turn  out  as  it  was  a  beautiful  day.  We  had 
several  kicks  which  made  our  meeting  very  inter- 
esting. I  assure  you  Division  331  is  wide  awake 
and  will  be  fully  represented  at  St.  Paul  by  a  large 
delegation,  account  of  Brother  Haefner's  excursion 
to  California.  Chas.  P.  Rutledgb. 

Columbia.  Pa. 


THE  niLJ-BNNIUn  AT  HAND. 

BY  M.  U.  S. 

We  are  waiting  for  that  time  to  come  again. 
When  the  delegates  assembled  at  Saint  Panl, 
Shall  relieve  the  fearful  strain 
On  our  correspondents'  brain 
And  agree  upon  those  plans  that  suit  us  all. 

A  home  will  be  erected  on  a  site 
Commodious  enough  to  house  us  all: 
The  location  will  be  right. 
So  we'll  all  be  home  at  night- 
Yes,  the  delegates  will  fix  this  at  St.  Paul. 

Our  insurance  laws  will  then  be  so  arranged 
That  the  premiums  we  pay  will  pension  all: 
Oh.  no!  They're  not  deranged- 
Wait  till  they  get  it  changed- 
These  bright,  financial  wizards  at  St.  Paul. 

Some  want  to  cut  a  thousand  from  our  Chief— 
Which  will  save  about  a  nickel  each  to  all- 
ot course  he's  our  relief 
When  we  can't  see  through  our  grief, 
But-t'ell  with  grief  and  troubles  at  St.  Paul ! 

An  economist  of  clever  turn  of  mind 
Says  one  from  each  four  hundred  in  the  hall 
As  a  delegate,  we'd  find 
Would  expedite  our  grind 
And  save  ten  thousand  dollars  for  us  all. 

Now  Osborn  has  a  scheme  in  his  think-tank. 
Our  emblem  yet  may  grace  the  overall— 

They  are  pipe-dreams  of  poor  Frank. 

Who  imagines  he's  a  crank- 
But,  he'll  find  they're  all  illusions  at  St.  Paul. 

Oh.  we  know  that  all  our  troubles  there  will  cease. 
For  they've  pointed  out  the  writings  on  the  walL 

Just  think  of  perfect  peace ! 

They'll  insure  to  us  a  lease 
Of  a  life  that's  free  from  trouble,  at  St  Paul. 

<3 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  the  March  number  of  The  Conductor  I  read 
so  many  interesting  letters  and  articles  pertaining 
to  the  good  of  the  Order  that  I  could  not  help  but 
try  and  write  something.  I  have  only  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Order  since  the  10th  of  February.  On 
that  date  I  joined  Division  337  and  have'  taken  an 
interest  in  the  work  for  the  good  of  the  Order  and 
every  Brother.  I  think  every  Brother  should  take 
an  active  part  in  its  work  and  not  let  himself  grow 
cold.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  to  the  meetings 
as  often  as  I  would  like  to.  Brother  H.  E.  Bailey, 
better  known  as  "Rumey."  joined  337  on  the  same 
date.  He  said  the  goat  was  as  hard  to  ride  as  a 
bucking  broncho. 

One  year  ago  we  did  'not  have  an  O.  R.  C.  con- 
ductor or  a  B.  R.  T.  brake  man  on  the  second  divis- 
ion of  the  Western  Maryland.  Today  all  the  con- 
ductors on  the  second  division  are  members  of  the 
O.  R.  C.  except  two.  The  Western  Maryland  is 
paying  small  wages  compared  to  other  roads  on 
the  second  division.  Passenger  conductors  receive 
from  $65  to  $75  a  month  and  make  from  144  to  188 
miles  a  day  and  no  overtime.  Conductors  on  the 
first  division  are  paid  more  a  month  and  make  less 
number  of  miles,  and  I  think  we  should  be  paid  as 
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much  on  the  second  division  for  the  same  number 
of  miles  as  they  on  the  first  Division.  The  wages 
are  low  enough  on  all  three  divisions.  I  hope  the 
Brothers  will  all  come  to  the  front  and  stick  to 
every  Brother  of  the  O.  R.  C.  H.  P.  Slagle. 
Highfleld.  Md. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  at 
Detroit  in  1899 1  wrote  several  letters  to  The  Con- 
ductor on  the  subject  of  a  "Home  for  Old  and 
Disabled  Conductors."  The  home  at  Highland 
Park  is  a  good  thing  but  it  does  not  fill  the  bill. 
We  want  a  home  for  the  old  man.  the  old  lady, 
and  the  "kids."  Why  separate  the  poor  old  man 
from  his  family  when  his  days  of  railroad  service 
are  past?  I  have  read  everything  between  the 
covers  of  The  Conductor  for  the  past  three  years 
and  still  believe  my  plan  for  an  old  conductors' 
home  is  the  only  feasible  one  and  even  the  Brother 
from  St.  Thomas  will  find  it  more  pleasant  to  act 
dining  room  girl  for  SO  or  100  well  bred  chickens 
than  to  play  the  roll  of  chamber  maid  in  a  livery 
stable  as  he  proposed  to  do  two  years  ago.  John, 
you  had  better  provide  tor  your  old  age  and  work 
for  the  old  man's  home.  We  can  not  provide  a 
perfect  home  this  year  but  we  can  make  a  start 
and  appoint  a  board  of  managers  and  purchase  80 
acres  of  good  land  near  a  large  city  and  build  a 
house  for  the  superintendent  with  reading  room 
and  all  other  rooms  required  including  sleeping 
rooms  for  ten  or  twelve  Brothers  who  have  no 
families.  Then  we  will  plat  a  portion  of  our  farm 
and  give  each  Brother  who  has  a  family  a  house 
and  one  acre  and  set  out  fruit  trees  and  berry 
bushes  for  him  and  let  him  try  to  provide  for  him- 
self. If  he  can  raise  anything  to  sell  or  if  his 
chickens  or  other  live  stock  produce  more  than  he 
requires  he  can  have  the  superintendent  sell  his 
produce  for  him.  If  he  needs  assistance  the  super- 
intendent is  there  to  assist  him.  Nearly  all  of  the 
old  conductors  have  furniture  and  are  able  to  do 
something,  but  if  he  is  totally  disabled  the  old  lady 
and  children  may  be  able  to  take  care  of  the  stock. 

We  can  build  a  six  room  house  for  $500  or  $600  and 
can  enable  the  Brother  who  lives  in  it  to  partly  sup- 
port himself  and  I  believe  in  five  years  the  home  can 
be  made  to  support  itsel  f .  We  will  need  a  good  super- 
intendent and  I  think  Brother  Osborn  would  ac- 
cept the  job  and  make  a  success  of  the  home.  We 
can  buy  an  80  acre  farm  in  northern  Alabama.  Ken- 
tucky or  Ohio  and  accommodate  all  needy  Broth- 
ers in  that  locality,  and  if  that  home  is  a  success 
we  can  establish  one  in  the  east  and  one  in  the  west. 
We  can  thus  take  care  of  our  Brothers  and  their 
families  without  separating  them  or  making  them 
feel  that  they  are  objects  of  charity.  If  a  Brother 
has  Belgian  hares  and  can't  get  over  it  he  can  keep 
them  or  if  he  prefers  hogs  or  a  cow  he  can  be  pro- 
vided for  as  all  of  those  animals  will  be  useful  on 
our  farm. 

Brother  Delegates,  you  have  a  duty  to  perform 
and  you  know  not  how  soon  you  will  need  the 
home.  There  are  many  plans  and  you  should  be 
able  to  choose  one  good  one  and  establish  a  home 
for  old  conductors  and  their  families.  The  perma- 
nent location  of  the  Grand  Offices  and  meeting 
place  of  Grand  Division  and  the  reduction  of  mem- 
bership of  Grand  Division  are  also  matters  that 


should  be  settled  as  early  as  possible.  Brother 
Ingram  can  tell  you  what  is  needed  in  the  Insur- 
ance Department.  The  working  force  of  the 
Order  is  all  right  and  does  not  require  any  change 
except  to  strengthen  the  back  bones  of  members 
of  Legislative  Committees.  Local  Divisions  re- 
quire punching  up  and  I  hope  at  least  one  of  them 
will  get  it.  Members  who  are  able  to  attend  meet- 
ings and  do  not  should  be  compelled  to  attend  at 
least  half  the  regular  meetings  for  six  months  be- 
fore the  Division  is  allowed  to  take  any  action  on 
their  grievances.  It  is  rather  discouraging  for 
C.  C.  and  S.  &  T.  to  go  to  Division  room,  and  then 
to  members'  houses  to  drum  up  a  quorum  to  acton 
a  petition,  and  then  do  the  same  thing  when  the 
candidate  appears.  The  candidate  is  pleased  very 
much  when  five  men  initiate  him  (?) .  He  sees  that 
there  is  an  attraction  in  the  Division  room  that 
five  men  can  net  resist,  but  what  does  he  think  of 
the  other  forty  or  more?  Does  he  think  that  they 
are  neglecting  their  duties  or  that  the  Order  is  of 
no  value  to  them  and  tbey  are  about  ready  to  drop 
out?  The  O.  R.  C.  can  not  be  better  than  the 
members  make  it  and  no  member  can  do  his  duty 
unless  he  attends  Division  meetings  every  time 
he  has  an  opportunity. 

I  will  not  be  at  St.  Paul  in  May  but  I  hope  Brother 
Osborn  will  find  enough  delegates  in  favor  of  a 
home  to  start  the  good  work.  If  it  is  once  started 
it  is  sure  to  be  a  success.  Kaw. 

Ottumwa.  Ia. 

<i 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  the  Grand  Di- 
vision and  the  conductors  who  are  going  from 
here  are  looking  forward  to  having  a  good  time 
there.  Division  123  will  run  a  "Georgia  Special" 
and  several  members  from  Division  218  will  go 
with  them  on  this  train.  Brothers,  instruct  your 
delegate  what  to  do  when  he  gets  there.  Let  him 
know  just  what  the  majority  wish.  If  you  fall  to 
do  so  and  he  goes  there  and  does  something  you 
think  is  wrong  don't  kick  for  he  will  probably  do  the 
best  he  knows  how.  If  you  see  anything  that  you 
think  is  for  the  good  of  the  Order  get  up  in  the  Di- 
vision room  and  let  it  be  known.  There  is  a 
splendid  article  in  the  March  Conductor  on  the 
"Influence  of  the  Church."  I  heartily  approve  of 
the  sentiment  of  it.  As  I  have  said  before,  a  good 
many  O.  R.  C.  meetings  are  held  on  Sundays,  the 
day  that  the  Lord  has  set  apart  for  rest  and  wor- 
ship. Now  in  a  very  few  words.  I  wish  that  at  the 
Grand  Division  there  would  be  made  a  law  against 
O.  R.  C.  Division  meetings  on  Sundays. 

Savannah.  Ga.  J.  B.  T. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  past  winter  has  been  the  most  severe  in  re- 
cent years  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the  rail- 
roads have  had  many  hard  struggles  with  snow 
and  wind,  especially  in  the  northern  part  of  New 
York  state,  and  all  welcome  the  return  of  the  warm 
sunshine  and  the  disappearance  of  the  snow  and 
ice.  All  roads  have  a  heavy  business,  and  every 
one  seems  happy  in  having  something  to  do.  We 
may  except  those,  however,  who  are  debarred 
from  taking  a  hand  in  on  account  of  sickness  or 
other  disability. 

Brother  W,  H.  Van  Kuren  has  been  unable  to 
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work  for  about  two  months.  Brother  C.  A.  Wood, 
who  had  a  long  spell  of  sickness,  we  are  pleased  to 
see  again  on  duty.  Brother  T.  B.  Hewritt  has  had 
a  tussle  with  the  grippe,  and  we  are  glad  he  has 
lost  it.  but  did  not  think  his  losing  his  grip  on  the 
meat  train  would  so  affect  him.  Brother  W.  E. 
Jones  is  also  off  duty  on  account  of  sickness.  The 
wife  of  Brother  I.  U.  Burt,  of  Watkins.  N.  Y..  is 
seriously  ill. 

The  time  for  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  will 
soon  be  here,  and  with  it  much  to  be  done  in  the 
interest  of  the  Order.  No.  9  will  be  heard  from 
at  the  proper  time,  and  we  hope  what  our  able  del- 
egate has  to  say  will  bear  out  what  we  all  believe 
to  be  right  and  fair.  I  see  by  several  letters  in 
The  Conductor  that  the  plan  of  reducing  ex- 
penses by  reducing  the  number  of  representatives 
to  the  Grand  Division  is  being  seriously  consid- 
ered, and  I  think  in  the  right  direction.  I  can't  see 
why  a  plan  for  one  delegate  to  represent  two  or 
more  Divisions  won't  be  all  right,  give  better  sat- 
isfaction and  with  less  expense  to  all  concerned. 
We  are  glad  to  note  the  growth  of  the  Order,  but 
the  Grand  Division  has  grown  to  such  propor- 
tions that  something  must  be  done  to  lessen  the 
number  of  delegates  and  yet  not  interfere  with  the 
development  of  the  Order. 

We  are  glad  to  note  an  increase  of  pay  on  the  Le- 
high Valley.  No.  9  has  many  members  on  the  L. 
V..  and  they  are  all  of  the  right  kind,  deserving  of 
all  the  good  things  that  come  their  way.  Brother 
C.  A.  Millard  dropped  in  on  us  some  time  aso.  and 
it  happened  that  several  other  old  timers  in  No.  9 
were  present,  and  a  grand  good  time  was  had.  and 
every  one  will  be  pleased  when  brother  Millard 
shall  make  us  another  visit.  And,  by  the  way, 
some  of  the  old  timers  might  come  often,  if  they 
would  only  think  so.  and  do  much  to  enliven  the 
few  who  do  attend.  I  don't  like  to  be  all  the  time 
giving  you  invitations  with  no  responses.  (This 
refers  as  well  to  all  members  as  to  the  old  timers.) 
You  all  know  when  and  where  our  meetings  are 
held,  and  your  presence  will  do  much  to  encour- 
age the  officers  and  the  faithful  few  who  are  doing 
all  they  can  to  build  up  the  Order,  and  add  to  its 
usefulness  for  all  its  members.  Chief  Conductor 
Gooding  is  already  talking  of  his  annual  trip  east, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  he  have  an  advance 
agent  to  make  all  the  arrangements  for  lunch.  I 
might  be  induced  to  act  as  such  agent,  and  think  I 
could  fill  the  bill.  L.  L.  Bbckwith. 

Elmira.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  3GB  is  still  alive  and  very  much  so.  We 
take  in  a  new  member  at  nearly  evjery  meeting. 
Am  glad  to  say  we  have  a  healthy  mem.b«i$bip  of  38 
now.  nearly  all  O.  R.  R.  men.  I  do  not  know  what  is 
the  matter  with  the  B.  &  O.  boys.  We  ought  to  have 
16  who  live  at  this  end  of  the  road  and  belong  at 
Grafton.  190.  and  seldom  attend  that  Division.  We 
only  have  3  B.  &  O.  members,  not  counting  Brother 
M.  Clark  and  myself,  who  are  old,  oh !  so  old.  and 
retired,  but  still  not  hankering  after  the  farm.  The 
O.  R.  R.  is  coming  to  the  front,  as  a  live,  hustling 
railroad,  with  one  feeder  14  miles,  another  25  miles 
and  one  just  opened  of  85  miles,  running  through 
oil  and  coal  its  entire  length.  We  are  happy  to  say 
that  one  of  our  worthy  members.  Brother  W.  E. 


Hendershot.  has  been  promoted  to  trainmaster  on 
this  branch,  (the  short  line)  with  headquarters  at 
New  Martinville. 

I  love  to  read  the  Ladies'  and  Fraternal  letters. 
I  often  see  the  names  there  of  friends  whom  we 
have  met  and  loved,  but  many  of  whom  we  will 
never  meet  again  this  side  of  heaven.  We  missed 
our  dish  of  Hot  Tamales  this  month.  I  think  I 
recognize  in  that  voice  one  that  stood  by  my  side 
in  the  open  air  plaza  at  San  Antonio  years  ago  and 
ate  his  name,  which,  by  the  way,  I  did  not  relish. 
But  Tamales  is  interesting:  come. 

Parkersburg.  W.  Va.  Geo.  H.  Bailby. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

In  The  Conductor  for  March.  I  note  with  much 
pleasure  that  it  contains  a  very  pretty  letter  from 
Sister  McCranie.  She  made  many  pleasant  remarks 
regarding  the  Auxiliary,  in  one  saying  teat  they 
make  a  success  in  getting  what  they  are  after,  but 
scores  the  boys  of  262  for  their  seeming  negligence. 
Well,  I  must  admit  that  the  boys  were  not  at  the 
installation  in  a  large  body,  for  the  reason  that 
business  prevented,  and.  as  the  boys  are  the  dol- 
lar chasers  for  the  Sisters.  I  trust  they  will  accept 
the  apology.  Sister  Mac  is  all  right,  and  I  must 
admit  she  has  whipped  the  writer  right  in  line  and 
caused  him  to  get  at  his  typewriter  and  say  some- 
thing for  the  good  of  the  Order.  The  members  of 
262  have  been  kept  very  busy,  and  it  is  a  very  diffi- 
cult matter  to  get  a  large  attendance  at  our  meet- 
ings. But  we  have  a  wheel  horse  that  will  at  all 
times  keep  the  Division  in  line,  and  see  to  its  wel- 
fare: that  good  Brother  is  our  Chief,  John  A.  Glen. 
The  Secretary  is  not  far  behind  him  in  the  propo- 
sitions that  come  before  the  Division.  Now  that 
we  are  through  the  double  header  affair,  discus- 
sion has  ceased,  and  as  we  are  now  working  on  an 
economical  basis.  I  trust  that  ere  the  year  closes 
that  we  will  have  funds  enough  in  our  treasury  to 
keep  the  wolf  from  setting  into  our  Division  room 
and  eating  the  Brothers  up.  We  are  now  hand  in 
hand,  and  working  together  just  as  conductors 
should.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  not  with  the 
Brothers  as  much  as  I  would  like  to  be.  as  my  bus- 
iness takes  me  many  miles  away  from  the  faith- 
ful: that  is  one  reason  why  the  writer  does  not  ap- 
pear in  The  Conductor  each  month.  I  trust  that 
matters  will  soon  shape  themselves  so  I  can  give 
our  Brothers  in  other  parts  of  the  world  our  senti- 
ments. 

I  note  Brother  W.  Welch's  letter  from  Division 
55.  Brother  Welch  is  an  old  timer:  he  knows  what 
he  is  talking  about.  I  agree  with  him  in  saying 
that  the  Mutual  Benefit  Department  of  our  Order 
is  simply  and  purely  a  business  proposition.  You 
get  just  what  you  pay  for.  Ere  a  Brother  puts  his 
dollar  in  the  slot,  he  knows  what  he  is  doing,  and 
knows  what  he  will  get  should  he  get  action  on 
his  certificate.  I  know  personally  that  our  insur- 
ance is  the  cheapest  on  earth,  and  it  is  consistent 
with  the  hazard.  If  we  have  to  pay  the  principal 
sum  for  other  thfcn  loss  of  limb,  sight  and  death, 
then  we  will  have  to  look  for  double  headers  every 
month.  It  distresses  me  very  much  to  meet  a 
Brother  who  is  incapacitated  from  following  his 
occupation  as  a  conductor,  caused  by  disease,  but 
still  has  all  his  limbs  and  his  Sight.  Some  of  the 
members  think  he  should  get  the  principal  sum 
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that  he  is  carrying.  »I  for  one  would  love  to  see  the 
Brother  set  his  money.  But.  on  the  other  hand, 
we  have  got  our  laws  governing  such  cases,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  make  fish  out  of  one  and  flesh  out 
of  the  other.  If  we  are  to  provide  for  the  Brother 
in  cases  like  I  quote  we  will  have  to  establish  a 
special  fund  for  such  cases.  That  would  cost  less 
than  establishing  a  home,  although  I  would  like  to 
see  a  place  of  refuge  established  for  the  Brother 
who  is  no  longer  able  to  take  care  of  himself.  I 
trust  the  Grand  Division  will  [ferret  out  means  to 
do  this,  and  place  it  before  all  the  Divisions. 

I  can't  say  that  I  agree  with  Brother  Welch  in 
the  matter  of  accident  insurance,  even  though  we 
get  the  five  orders  to  amalgamate  in  the  proposi- 
tion, for  the  very  reason  that  it  would  in  the  end 
cause  the  ruin  of  all  the  orders  associated.  It 
would  cause  so  much  discussion,  envy  and  ill  feel- 
ing that  the  larger  part  of  the  men  employed  on 
railroads  would  withdraw  on  account  of  the  heavy 
assessments  that  they  would  have  to  meet.  It 
might  do  well  on  the  start,  or  even  for  a  year  or 
so.  but  it  would  finally  wind  up  like  all  assessment 
accident  insurance  does,  go  to  the  wall.  I  speak 
from  experience.  Assessment  accident  insurance 
is  good  for  some,  and  bad  for  the  majority.  Now. 
if  the  members  of  the  orders  that  Brother  Welch 
would  like  to  get  together  do  join  hands  to  start 
this  kind  of  an  affair,  the  various  states  in  the 
Union  would  get  together  and  tax  us  out  of  exist- 
ence. It  would  cause  the  risks  to  pay  a  higher 
rate  for  the  benefits  that  would  be  received  than 
the  old  liners  charge.  The  rates  given  conductors 
are  consistent  with  the  hazard.  Should  the  Grand 
Division  take  this  matter  up  it  would  be  well  to 
get  at  the  facts  of  all  things  pertaining  to  acci- 
dent insurance.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  en- 
gineers had  this  matter  up  in  their  convention 
held  in  St.  Louis,  and  did  not  adopt  the  policy. 
8hould  the  experience  teach  the  accident  com- 
panies that  the  hazard  is  less  on  account  of  the 
modern  appliances  now  in  use,  which  will  take  at 
least  a  year  to  tell.  I  am  sure  the  rate  will  be  les- 
sened. But  where  the  heaviest  losses  are.  which 
is  among  engine  men.  I  doubt  if  the  conductor 
wishes  to  pay  for  that  hazard.  I  am  sure  that  we 
are  at  this  time  doing  well  enough,  and  would  ad- 
vise all  members  of  the  Order  not  to  get  too  many 
irons  in  the  fire.  The  Mutual  Benefit  Department 
as  it  is  at  present  suits  the  conservative  man,  and 
not  the  plunger. 

I  trust  Brother  Welch  will  not  take  exceptions 
to  this.  I  am  not  getting  back  at  him.  I  am 
merely  preaching  facts  that  I  am  acquainted  with. 

The  Mutual  Benefit  Department  of  the  Order 
as  I  understand  it.  is  for  the  protection  of  the 
Widow  and  orphan,  and  not  for  self.  The.  acci- 
dent department,  should  one  be  organized,  would 
be  for  self.  The  assessments  would  come  so  high 
inside  of  three  years  that  members  holding  insur- 
ance in  both  departments  would  be  unable  to  pay 
the  amounts  due.  They  would  let  both  our  certifi- 
cates lapse,  and  then  the  widow  and  orphan  would 
have  to  stand  the  blunt.  Therefore.  I  say.  let  our 
insurance  stand  as  it  stands  today.  If  let  alone  it 
will  last  as  long  as  this  generation  will  bold  out. 
But  if  tampered  with  it  will  go  to  the  wall  as  sure 
as  there  is  a  rising  sun.  The  Mutual  Benefit  of 
tha  Order  is  not  for  the  past,  nor  is  it  for  today  or 


tomorrow,  it  is  for  the  future,  and  I  think  I  express 
the  sentiments  of  the  thinking  man. 
Cleburne.  Tex.  Romance. 
Q 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Our  Chief  Conductor.  Brother  E.  C.  McCullow. 
is  still  -punching  tickets  on  the  O.  S.  L.  with 
Brothers  Korner.  Havernor  and  Calhoun.  Broth- 
ers J.  H.  McCoy  and  Cramer  are  on  freight.  On 
the  Rio.  G.  W..  Brothers  Mabee.  W.  J.  Smith.  P.  B. 
Smith,  Brenon.  Beynon  and  others  are  still  carry- 
ing the  bill  and  kicking  because  their  salary  is  not 
equal  to  that  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Brother  Beynon  says  he  made  so  much 
money  this  winter  he  intends  to  lay  off  for  a 
month.  Brother  B..  don't  you  think  you  had  better 
wait  until  salt  air  opens  up.  or  make  a  visit  to 
St  Paul  and  spend  some  of  that  good,  money? 
Brother  Hilton  is  in  the  grocery  business  and 
doing  well.  Our  delegate  was  instructed  to  oppose 
any  change  in  our  benefit  laws  in  regard  to  the 
separation  of  the  disability  and  death  features. 

I  see  some  of  the  Brothers  advocating  district- 
ing the  country'  on  the  basis  of  membership,  for 
representation  in  the  Grand  Division,  in  order  to 
cut  down  expenses.  No  doubt  as  far  as  expenses 
are  concerned  it  would  work.  But  there  are  other 
considerations  to  look  at  Is  it  good  for  a  few  to 
legislate  for  many?  Would  it  not  cause  consider- 
able animosity  among  the  members  and  Divi- 
sions? Would  not  too  much  influence  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  representative  selected,  not  only 
by  members  of  the  Order,  but  by  railway  corpora- 
tions as  well?  If  this  had  been  the  case  twelve 
years  ago  C.  S.  Wheaton  today  would  be  our 
Grand  Chief  and  the  non-striking  clause  would 
still  be  retained  by  the  Order:  and  what  condition 
would  we  be  in  today?  There  are  a  good  many 
more  reasons  why  this  should  not  be  made  a  law. 
which  time  and  space  will  not  allow  me  to  state  at 
this  writing. 

Now.  about  our  old  members !  Would  it  not  be  a 
good  idea  to  make  a  law  at  St.  Paul  to  exempt 
from  all  local  and  grand  dues  those  Brothers  who 
have  been  members  in  good  standing  for  twenty 
years  or  more?  We  ought  to  do  this  at  least  while 
we  are  looking  for  something  better  to  take  care 
of  our  old  Brothers  who  are  not  able  to  take  care 
of  themselves.  I  would  also  suggest  a  change  in 
the  ritual,  as  our  present  one  is  known  by  too 
many  who  have  been  members  and  who  have 
been  expelled  or  have  withdrawn.  Salt  Lake  today 
is  in  all  of  its  glory  of  spring,  and  any  Brother 
visiting  this  section  of  the  country  will  always 
receive  a  cordial  welcome  and  will  see  the  holy 
lands  without  going  as  far  as  Palestine. 

Salt  Lake.  Utah.  W.  E.  Yancey. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  March  number's  Fraternal  department 
suits  me  for  two  reasons:  First,  there  is  more  cor- 
respondence looking  out  for  the  individual  inter- 
ests for  the  welfare  of  all:  second,  the  indepen- 
dent thoughts  shows  we  will  let  our  wants  be 
known  in  an  independent,  manly  way.  We  gain 
more  in  this  way  than  to  act  the  Pharisee  and  shed 
crocodile  tears  over  the  wrongs  of  labor,  or  fawn- 
ing in  a  general  manager's  office,  which  is  disgust- 
ing to  any  American.  I  am  not  to  blame  for  my 
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wants.  I  was  bred  and  raised  to  go  well  dressed, 
and  be  independent  in  my  actions:  hence,  all 
American  born  men  mnst  be  treated  as  men  and 
not  as  fawning  servants.  On  my  arrival  here  in 
Washington.  D.  C  I  visited  all  public  institutions, 
looked  np  all  the  statues  of  our  treat  war  heroes 
of  our  six  wars.  It  struck  me  forcibly  that  there 
must  be  some  spiritual  band  guiding  the  destiny 
of  this  great  country:  for.  looking  over  the  works 
of  Washington  and  his  advisors,  down  to  the  pres- 
ent administration  of  William  McKinley.  they 
seem  to  gibe.  It  proves,  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt,  that  this  government  will,  before  the  close 
of  the  20th  century,  control  the  American  conti- 
nent, and  have  a  railroad  running  from  Point  Bar- 
row to  Cape  Horn.  It  also  struck  me  forcibly  that 
all  labor  organizations  should  have  their  head- 
quarters here,  making  this  the  shrine  to  worship 
at.  Free  labor  has  produced  all  the  works  of 
art.  built  all  the  great  public  buildings,  built  all 
the  statues  of  .our  great  men.  and  made  this  gov- 
ernment what  it  is  to-day.  I  believe  these  achieve- 
ments should  be  crowned  by  having  the  head- 
quarters of  all  labor  organizations  in  this  great 
city.  I  hope  the  Grand  Division  will  not  touch  the 
insurance  laws.  I  read  in  the  fraternal  columns 
from  Division  correspondents  about  the  home  for 
broken  down  conductors.  Why  could  notour  con- 
ductors ask  their  several  United  States  senators 
and  congressmen  to  procure  a  job  for  such  old 
conductors.  I  believe  they  would  gladly  do  it.  All 
could  fill  some  kind  of  a  government  job.  By  do- 
ing this  they  could  give  some  practical  help.  J 
believe  all  railroad  organizations  should  solicit  aid 
from  railroad  owners  to  make  a  home  for  the 
worthy  old  conductor  that  is.  financially,  not  able 
to  take  care  of  himself.  John  Dwyer. 

Washington.  D  C. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  see  from  the  March  Conductor  that  the  agita- 
tion goes  merrily  on.  The  boys  are  still  hammering 
at  seniority,  students,  blacklisting,  age  limit,  and  a 
home  for  the  dear  old  cons,  etc.  Now,  from  my 
standpoint  of  view  there  are  two  things  relating  to 
the  first  four  subjects  that  the  said  boys  seem  to 
entirely  ignore,  and  they  are.  the  railroad's  side  of 
these  questions,  and  that  they  are  getting  just 
what  they  voted  for.  I  imagine  I  can  hear  every 
mother's  son  of  you  deny  the  last  assertion.  But. 
all  the  same,  you  voted  for  just  what  you  are  get- 
ting. You  are  all  a  part  of  this  great  government: 
and  by  your  votes  you  have  made  it  possible  for  a 
railroad  company  to  adopt  the  age  limit  and  the 
blacklist,  and  thereby  at  their  own  sweet  will  de- 
bar you  from  earning  a  living  for  yourselves  and 
families.  By  your  votes  you  have  made  it  possible 
for  those  corporations  to  accept  or  reject  senior- 
ity, and  employ  as  many  students  as  they  please: 
and.  under  the  circumstances,  you  would  do  the 
same  thing  were  you  in  their  place.  And  then  for 
you  to  be  forever  kicking  about  it  seems  rather 
odd  to  me;  for.  remember  that  you  are  the  sover- 
eign voting  king  of  this  country,  and  by  your  votes 
you  have  built  up  this  present-  system  of  govern- 
ment, and  if  it  is  not  running  things  to  suit  you. 
why  don't  you  change  it?  If  by  voting  you  have 
built  up  a  government  by  representation  that  is 
skinning  you  alive,  what  are  you  squealing  about? 


Is  it  because  you  are  not  getting  a  chance  to  do 
some  of  the  skinning?  ,  Now  my  advice  to  you  is 
that  if  you  have  got  the  worst  of  this  voting  busi- 
ness (and  it  is  evident  that  you  have)  don't  squeal, 
grin  and  bear  it  until  such  time  as  you  have  evol- 
ved to  a  point  where  you  can  see  that  government 
by  representation  is  a  fiat  failure. 

Brother  Osborn.  I  admire  your  tenacity  in  your 
efforts  to  procure  a  home  for  us  poor  old.  age-de- 
barred conductors.  Your  efforts  in  that  direction 
are  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  Now  don't  get  mif- 
fed at  those  two  words— "better  cause,"  for  I  mean 
to  compliment  you.  and  I,  mean  just  what  I  say. 
Your  efforts  are  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  I  do 
not  mean  by  that  that  your  cause  is  not  good,  for  it 
is:  and  I  have  all  the  respect  in  the  world  for  you 
and  your  opinions.'  You  are  all  right.  That  is,  you 
have  got  the  staying  qualities,  and  I  admire  you 
for  it,  though  I  differ  widely  from  you.  Now 
Brother  Osborn.  I  don't  believe  in  providing  a 
farm  or  a  home,  or  a  factory  for  our  dear  old.  age- 
debarred,  superannuated  conductors,  and  I  don't 
see  your  idea  in  wanting  to  do  so.  when  it  is  pos- 
sible for  you  to  do  so  very  much  better  for  him. 
How  would  this  strike  you?  After  the  poor  old 
fellow  is  too  old  to  give  a  "hitch  ball."  retire  him 
for  life  on  two-third's  pay.  It  is  the  simplest  thing 
possible  to  do,  and  by  our  votes  we  are  doing  that 
very  thing  for  a  lot  of  drones,  who  "toil  not, 
neither  do  they  spin."  who  are  a  dead  weight  upon 
the  backs  of  the  people,  and  if  we  just  thought  so. 
we  could  do  the  same  thing  for  our  old  conductors. 
I  will  ask  you,  is  General  Shatter  or  General 
Eagan.  of  embalmed  beef  fame,  made  of  any  bet- 
ter clay  than  you  or  I.  or  any  other  conductor? 
And  if  they  are  not,  why  do  we  retire  them  on  two- 
third's  pay  and  let  the  poor  otd  "con"  root  hog  or 
die?  Which  could  the  country  better  get  along 
without?  Oh!  they  fought  and  saved  the  country. 
Oh !  yes !  But  we  paid  them  for  it.  and  paid  them 
well:  and  when  they  signed  the  pay  roll  our  obli- 
gation ought  to  cease  as  in  the  case  of  the  old 
"con."  Brother,  you  and  I  and  the  likes  of  us.  by 
our  votes,  have  made  it  possible  for  the  Shatters. 
Eagans.  Mileses.  Deweys.  and  so  on.  without  end. 
to  take  life  easy  in  their  old  age.  Direct  legisla- 
tion will  do  the  same  for  our  old  "cons." 

Louisville.  Ky.  Vhkitas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Business  on  the  I.  C.  Springfield  division,  is 
worse  than  dull,  and  one  coming  in  contact  with 
the  faithful  upon  the  streets  of  this,  the  capital  of 
the  great  state  of  Illinois,  would  at  once  (unless 
otherwise  instructed)  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
Cozey  had  just  landed  with  his  army.  A  doleful 
looking  set  is  this  crowd  of  conductors  walkin* 
around  without  work  enough  to  keep  them  busy. 
Some  are  thinking  seriously  of  making  a  change, 
provided  of  course,  they  can  find  a  position  on 
some  other  road.  Our  Brothers  on  other  lines  run- 
ning out  of  and  through  the  city  are  alj  crying  for 
rest.  Rather  strange,  but  nevertheless  true. 

Since  writing  you  last  we  have  gained  one  mem- 
ber by  initiation.  Mr.  Thos.  Leary.  from  the  C.  P.  & 
S.  L.  We  have  work  in  sight  for  the  next  three 
meetings  at  least,  which  I  think  is  a  very  good 
showing,  and  the  Division  is  in  good  shape,  thanks 
to  that  untiring  Secretary.  Brother  Commodore 
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Sheeban.  Brother  T.  J.  Murphy,  "ever  smiling 
Tom."  is  again  wearing  the  blue  and  brass,  he  hav- 
ing taken  the  local  passenger  run  between  here 
and  St.  Louis,  relieving  Brother  Church,  who  in 
turn  relieved  Brother  Pat  Haley  on  the  day  light 
special.  Chicago  to  St.  Louis.  Brother  Haley 
leaves  the  service  for  thirty  days  and  contemplates 
» trip  to  Hot  Springs.  Ark.,  in  search  of  health. 
Sincerely  trust.  Pat.  that  you  may  return  wholly 
recovered.  Brother  Cowan  is  on  the  preferred  run 
made  vacant  by  Brother  Murphy.  Brother  Avery, 
from  Division  103.  has  lately  had  to  undergo  the 
painful  operation  of  having  a  cataract  removed 
from  his  right  eye.  He  is  getting  along  nicely  and 
hopes  to  resume  his  work  on  local  within  a  short 
time.  A  real  nice  pair  are  Brothers  Thompson 
and  Avery,  and  Division  103  should  well  feel  proud 
of  them.  With  one  exception  onr  entire  district 
is  now  lined  up.  or  will  be  ere  this  is  read. 

Auxiliary  108  to  O.  R.C..  are  to  celebrate  their 
anniversary  on  the  6th  of  April.  Allow  me.  ladies, 
to  wish  you  many  happy  returns  of  the  day.  May 
your  organization  live  and  prosper  throughout  the 
century,  and  may  each  one  of  you  live  to  witness 
each  successive  anniversary  is  the  wish  of  the 
writer. 

Chicago,  you  are  all  right:  your  letter  in  the 
March  Conductor  expresses  my  sentiments  to  a 
"T."  It  is  just  what  I  have  been  preaching  for 
years.  Get  your  committee  started  on  state  legis- 
lation. I  am  doubly  sure  that  206  will  assist  you. 
once  it  is  started.  Have  every  Division  in  the 
state  represented.  Bring  them  to  our  city,  and  in 
some  way  shape  the  work  so  that  it  can  be  handled 
in  a  business  like  manner  and  placed  before  our 
august  body  of  law  makers.  It  is  little  use  for  us 
as  individual  members,  to  stand  on  the  street  cor- 
ners watching  doublebeaders  go  by  with  their 
Ions;  drags  manned  by  one  conductor  and  two 
brakemen  and  remark  that  that  kind  of  busi- 
ness should  be  stopped.  Not  long  since  a  conduc- 
tor in  charge  of  a  doubleheader  running  through 
this  place  was  on  bis  engine.  They  stopped  at  the 
station  for  orders  and  engineer  whistled  put  a  flag. 
While  in  the  office  a  following  train  hit  his  ca- 
boose. He  was  dismissed,  account,  not  being  on 
hind  end  to  see  that  flagman  went  back.  Is  this 
not  consistency?  If  we  do  not  make  an  effort  it  is 
quite  sure  that  we  cannot  expect  to  gain  anything. 
In  some  of  the  states  in  which  I  have  worked  there 
are  standing  legislative  committees.  Should  every 
Division  within  this  great  state  contribute  accord- 
ing to  their  numerical  strength  an  amount  to  de- 
fray expense  of  such  committee,  there  is  but  little 
question  as  to  the  amount  of  good  to  our  noble 
Order,  as  well  as  others,  that  might  be  accom- 
plished. Again.  Chicago.  I  say  start  the  work  in 
division  1.  Let  the  good  work  go  down  the  line 
until  'the  whole  O.  R.  C.  universe  is  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  work  that  is  contemplated.  Fur- 
ther, I  would  suggest,  should  the  party  in  power  re- 
fuse us  the  aid  we  seek  then  Brothers  bide  your  time 
until  the  next  election.  Then  lend  our  power  and 
90.000  votes  to  the  party  that  will  assist  us  in  the 
protection  that  we  ask.  It  really  does  one  good  to 
read  the  letters  that  are  furnished  The  Conduc- 
tor. All  credit  is  due  the  management  of  same. 
The  matter  is  neatly,  as  well  as  compactly  set  up 
so  that  it  is  presented  in  the  best  possible  manner. 


I  wish  that  it  came  oftener.  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
cutting  "space."  neither  am  I  in  favor  of 
cutting  the  Grand  Officers'  salaries.  Are  we- not 
out  for  better  money?  Then  why  this  talk  of  re- 
duction? We  cannot  use  the  threadbare  claim  of 
dull  business,  that  we  must  retrench,  etc  but  will 
restore  the  cut  just  as  soon  as  business  will  justify. 
Shame  on  the  ones  who  are  crying  "they  get  too- 
much  money."  I  often  wonder  if  these  same 
watch  dogs  of  the  treasury  ever  stop  to  think  of 
the  amount  of  work,  necessary  and  unnecessary, 
that  is  thrust  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Grand* 
Officers.  Wonder  how  many  of  the  kickers  could 
accomplish  one-half  of  the  business  that  is  now 
transacted  by  our  Grand  Officers,  even  though 
they  were  paid  twice  as  much  monev. 

Veritas  your  logic  is  o.  k.  Too  bad  that  we  have 
not  more  of  your  kind  on  the  correspondents'  list, 
to  add  the  "complete"  to  the  order  of  direct  legis- 
lation. It  is  the  only  thing  to  which  we  can  resort 
that  will  in  the  end  prove  beneficial  to  our  wants. 
Brothers,  first  of  all  attend  your  Division  regular- 
ly, and  under  good  of  the  Order  give  expression 
to  what  you  think  will  be  of  material  use  to  the 
Brothers  of  the  O.  R.  C.  In  our  last  meeting  we 
were  favored  with  quite  a  concourse  of  the  faith- 
ful, among  whom  were  several  visitors.  Brothers 
Derlin.  Roberts  and  Martin  made  their  appear- 
ance for  the  first  time  this  year.  Come  again, 
boys;  there  will  be  no  more  wrangling.  It  has 
been  cut  out  and  the  hatchet  buried. 

Brother  Sbeehan  almost  had  a  German  fit 
when  he  discovered  that  he  had  been  referred  to 
as  Old  Bill.  He  says  that  he  is  the  youngest 
member  of  206  and  can  prove  it.  All  right.  Com- 
modore, if  you  will  accept  my  apology  will  prom- 
ise not  to  commit  the  breach  again.  By  the  way. 
Brother  Sbeehan  is  to  represent  us  at  the  Grand 
Division.  Inasmuch  as  be  was  raised  a  pet  would 
ask  that  the  Brothers  treat  him  gently.  Brother 
M.  J.  Kennedy  is  now  a  member  of  206,  having 
transferred  last  meeting.  Brother  Lawson  is  still 
on  the  fast  ones.  Clinton  to  Bast  St.  Louis.  Mr. 
W.  P.  Wilson  was  advanced  from  rank  of  brake- 
man  last  Sunday,  and  after  an  awful  fight  with 
Master  William  Goat,  was  cast  upon  the  cold 
waves  as  a  full-fledged  conductor.  Will  state, 
however,  that  Brother  Wilson  has  returned  to  Litr 
tlefield.  and  will  resume  his  duties  on  the  J.  &  St. 
L.  within  a  few  days.  Only  one  more  on  this  dis- 
trict of  the  I.  C.  that  is  eligible,  and  there  is  little 
doubt,  but  what  onr  goat  will  be  called  upon  again 
to  perform,  to  the  delight  of  those  that  have  al- 
ready been  there.  Brother  Riley  is  an  expert 
handler  and  trainer  of  the  goat,  and  does  first- 
class  work.  Brother  Charles  Gross  has  resigned 
his  position  on  the  C.  &  A.,  and  will.  I  understand, 
go  to  work  for  the  C.  P.  &  St.  L.  out  of  this  city. 
Good  luck  to  you.  Charles.  Brother  Tom  Camp- 
bell is  still  on  the  C.  &  A.,  between  here  and  Peo- 
ria, running  opposite  to  Brother  Sutton.  Both  good 
passenger  men.  News  has  just  reached  me  that 
our  trainmaster,  Mr.  E.  H.  Coapman.  has  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  superintendent  of  ter- 
minals for  the  Santa  Fe  at  Chicago.  Have  also 
heard  (not  authoritatively)  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Hudson, 
the  genial  I.  C.  agent  of  this  city,  is  to  be  made- 
trainmaster  vice  Mr  B.  H.  Coapman,  resigned. 

Springfield.  111.  "Jblf." 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  discussion  on  the 
question  of  a  home  in  Division  55  for  several 
meetings,  and  have  some  very  enthusiastic  advo- 
cates of  the  home,  notably  so.  Brother  Thos.  A. 
O'Connor. 

I  desire  to  give  you  an  outline  of  his  plans  as 
laid  down  by  him  in  his  talk  before  the  Division. 
He  is  in  favor  of  the  purchase  of  a  section  of  land. 
640  acres,  putting  a  good,  practical  farmer  on  it  at 
a  good  salary,  stock  it  with  100  cows,  three  or  four 
bulls  and  sufficient  hogs  to  meet  the  requirements. 
The  land  to  be  bought  in  the  Cereal  Belt,  where 
corn,  trees  and  grasses  grow  in  abundance,  with 
a  running  stream  of  good,  clear  water.  The  land 
can  be  bought  at  $10.00  or  $20.00  per  acre,  or  from 
$6,400.00  or  $12,800.00.  To  start  with,  build  a  home 
sufficiently  large  to  care  for.  say  fifty  occupants. 
This  can  be  built  for  about  $10,000.00.  It  will  take 
about  $5,000.00  for  fences,  pumps,  windmills,  piping, 
troughs,  ete. 

Brother  O'Connor  claims  that  this  can  be  done 
and  not  only  be  made  a  self-supporting  institu- 
tion, but  in  a  very  short  time  will  bring  a  revenue 
to  the  organization  after  having  paid  the  first 
costs.  He  backs  up  the  argument  by  Introducing 
two  of  our  best  and  most  practical  farmers  in  this 
section,  who  assured  us  in  a  talk  before  our  mem- 
bers last  Monday  at  a  recess  of  our  regular  meet- 
ing, that  such  can  be  done,  and  that  we  will  be 
surprised  at  what  is  possible  in  this  direction,  and 
that  the  possibilities  are  growing  brighter  every 
year  for, such  an  investment.  The  cattle,  hogs 
and  horses  necessary  to  properly  stock  a  farm 
of  this  kind  would  cost  about  $5,000.00.  Both  of 
them  advise  planting  a  few  acres  of  orchard  and  a 
few  acres  of  berries— strawberries,  blackberries, 
raspberries,  gooseberries  and  currants.  We  all 
know  that  fruit  is  a  good  investment.  This,  as  I 
have  outlined  it,  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of 
about  $37,000.00  to  start  such  a  home  as  would  be 
necessary  with  a  farm. 

They  say  that  the  cows  will  produce  at  least 
eighty  calves,  and  that  at  six  months  old  they  will 
be  worth  $20.00  a  piece  in  any  market.  We  can 
keep  poultry  enough  to  supply  all  of  our  demands 
for  the  table,  and  the  cows  will  furnish  us  all  of 
the  butter.' milk  and  cream  that  will  be  necessary, 
besides  taking  care  of  the  calves. 

Now.  we  cannot  depend  npdfr  any  work  being 
done  by  our  old  superannuated  Brothers,  but  by 
having  the  orchard  and  berry  patches,  it  will  give 
them  the  opportunity  to  do  what  little  work  they 
may  see  fit  in  that  direction,  and  to  some  it  will  be 
a  source  of  real  pleasure.  I  am  not  an  enthusiast 
on  the  home  question  by  any  means,  yet,  if  the 
rank  and  file  desire  such  an  institution,  1  am  in 
favor  of  one  that  we  may  all  be  proud  of  and  that 
will  be  a  credit  to  our  Order,  at  the  same  time  a 
source  of  revenue  instead  of  a  burden  to  our 
membership.  If  we  can  safely  take  the  amount 
necessary  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  home 
from  our  general  fund  without  crippling  the 
Order,  and  save  assessing  our  members  to  bring 
about  the  desired  results.  I  think  it  might  be  a 
good  thing.  In  this  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the 
necessity  of  placing  around  such  an  institution 
the  most  stringent  safe-guards  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  fraud  on  the  part  of  any  one.  This, 


I  am  confident  can  and  will  be  done  by  our  Grand 
Officers  and  the  Grand  Division.  Judging  from 
reading  the  columns  of  The  Conductor.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  Home  is  bound  to  be  an  issue  at 
our  coming  Grand  Division  in  St.  Paul.  This  is 
why  I  have  outlined  the  plans  and  given  you  an 
approximate  idea  of  the  cost  to  start  with,  and  i 
hope  the  Brothers  will  read  this  with  a  good  deal 
of  care. 

You  will  note  that  I  have  not  mentioned  any 
locality,  and  as  the  products  that  I  have  spoken 
of  can  be  raised  anywhere  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  Canada,  it  leaves  plenty  of  scope  of 
country  to  pick  from.  Now,  don't  forget  that 
neither  Brother  O'Connor  or  myself  are  looking 
for  anything  but  the  very  best  interests  of  the 
Order.  We  are  willing  to  put  our  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  to  push  any  plan  along  that  is  reasonable 
and  which  will  not  be  a  burden  to  our  members,  as 
many  of  them  have  all  they  can  stand  now. 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  W.  Welch. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  to  contend 
with  the  Jim  Crow  law  I  will  state  that  one  of  our 
conductors  ran  up  against  a  problem  that  may 
cause  trouble  as  a  result  of  his  action,  and  serve 
as  a  warning  to  others  who  may  sometime  have  to 
contend  with  a  similar  affair.  He  had  a  passen- 
ger whose  color  was  in  doubt,  and  obeying  the 
rule  to  "take  the  safe  side  and  run  no  risk,"  he  did 
not  ask  her  to  take  a  seat  in  the  next  car  until  the 
passengers  objected  to  her  presence,  saying  she 
was  offensive.  She  was  escorted  to  the  car  pro- 
vided for  her  color,  when  lo !  she  claimed  to  be  a 
Caucasian.  We  will  call  our  troubled  Brother 
Jones,  and  he  asks  that  all  take  warning  and  profit 
by  his  experience,  while  he  hoots  the  idea  of  bis 
being  colorblind. 

Two  demolished  freight  engines  were  towed  into- 
Florence  a  few  days  past  as  a  result  of  an  over- 
sight of  the  engineer  of  an  extra  freight.  The 
conductor.  Brother  Eastern,  did  all  in  his  power  to 
hold  him  down,  but  was  not  successful.  The  two 
trains  met  and  the  engineer  of  the  extra  sent  in 
his  resignation  over  a  hot  wire.  Brother  Easton 
will  be  at  St.  Paul  to  represent  Division  208. 

As  a  basis  on  which  to  build  an  idea  of  the  com- 
ing cotton  crop  in  our  section,  we  believe  the  fer- 
tilizer movement  surpasses  anything  our  system 
has  ever  known,  and  our  freight  crews  have  been 
worked  night  and  day  since  the  shipping  season 
opened.  Ten  cent  cotton  has  done  the  work:  so 
next  season  look  for  a  large  crop,  cheap  cotton  and 
demoralized  farmers:  Mortgages  will  be  numer- 
ous, and  the  producer  will  resume  his  former  con- 
dition of  dependence  upon  the  merchant  for  his 
supplies.  The  diversified  crop  (which  has  been 
such  a  blessing)  will  give  place  to  the  single  crop 
of  five  cent  cotton,  and  the  poverty  stricken  farm- 
ers will  sit  around  the  railroad  station  and  expa- 
tiate on  the  hard  lot  of  the  man  who  tills  the  soil. 

Our  truckers  are  now  busy  preparing  for  the  ap- 
proaching strawberry  crop,  which  is  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent  short  in  acreage,  but  the  plant  is 
strong  and  looks  vigorous,  and  the  yield  will  equal 
last  year's  output,  provided  the  cold  does  not 
damage  the  early  berry.  The  movement  of  Flori- 
da and  Georgia  truck  has  been  quite  brisk  for  the 
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season,  our  No.  78  having  from  two  to  five  extra  ex- 
press cars  daily,  and  the  train  is  frequently  broken 
at  Florence  and  run  in  two  sections  from  there. 
The  heavy  train  and  the  local  work  delays  the 
movement  daily  from  one  to  three  hours,  and  as  a 
consequence  our  trains  are  all  late  leaving;  Flor- 
ence, and  there  can  be  no  relief  until  the  truck 
from  the  two  Carolinas  \a  placed  on  the  market, 
thereby  barring:  the  far  south  shipments. 

Brother  H.  A.  Wells  has  been  at  home  for  about 
two  weeks  with  grippe,  and  Brother  Webb  has 
been  on  the  Charleston  and  Marion  run  much  to 
the  delight  of  the  ladies,  who  are  never  happier 
than  when  under  the.  chaperonage  of  the  Chester- 
field of  the  A.  C.  L..  whose  welcome  smile  is  a  per- 
petual sunshine  to  every  mother  with  her  bundles 
and  her  babes.  To  the  average  man  there  is  no 
thought  as  to  how  bis  wife  is  to  get  off  the  train, 
when  it  required  the  united  efforts  of  three  or  four 
to  get  her  in  there  with  her  numerous  encum- 
brances, and  nobody  knows  but  the  conductor. 

Capt.  J  as.  Knight,  the  venerable  master  of  trans- 
portation of  the  A.  C.  L..  joined  the  great  unknown 
March  4.  age  86.  after  a  life  of  railroad  service.  He 
knew  nothing  else.  He  hauled  the  first  rail  for  the 
Wilmington  &  Weldon.  at  that  time  the  Wilming- 
ton &  Raleigh  R.  R.:  He  ran  the  first  engine. 
When  the  engines  had  no  cabs,  he  was  engineer, 
conductor,  baggage  master  and  postal  clerk. 
There  was  no  schedule,  and  the  meeting  point  was 
the  halfway  post  between  stations,  the  first  one 
there  had  the  right  and  the  other  backed  to  the 
next  station  or  siding. 

Our  last  meeting  was  well  attended  and  we  all 
enjoyed  it.  We  have  seven  candidates  awaiting 
initiation,  and  we  had  a  rehearsal  so  we  would  be 
familiar  with  the  work  at  next  meeting.  Brother 
Jno.  W.  Cotton  does  the  grand  act  and  is  never 
happier  than  when  he  has  the  candidate  in  the  air 
"as  it  were."  More  anon.  LaFaykttk. 

Wilmington.  N.  C. 

Bditor  Railway  Conductor. 

Thk  Railway  Conductor  to  hand  and  con- 
tents perused  with  pleasure.  Several  articles  so 
pleased  me  that  I  had  to  read  them  over  and  over, 
as  they  voiced  the  sentiment  of  progress  which 
every  good  conductor  should  be  a  champion  of. 
The  story  on  the  first  few  pages  pleased  me  very 
much,  to  think  the  hero,  a  conductor,  was 
sagacious  enough  to  beat  an  autocrat  at  his  own 
game.  The  teachings  of  Jose  Gros  who  criti- 
cises the  action  of  man  today  versus  the  natural 
laws  of  God.  I  thought  worthy  of  great  considera- 
tion. Editorial  on  "The  Merit  System  of  Promo- 
tion" contains  words  of  wisdom  worthy  of  emula- 
tion by  every  member  of  our  noble  organization, 
as  "By  their  works  we  should  know  them."  Their 
actions  should  be  of  such  a  character  that  the  fact 
that  they  are  members  of  the  O.  R.  C.  will  be  a 
passport  anywhere.  "The  Spirit  of  Authority" 
was  what  I  call  a  splendid  article.  The  Ladies  I 
will  pass  with  a  simple  God  bless  them.  In  the 
Fraternal  the  first  letter  was  a  noble  and  a  true 
one.  These  figures  and  this  review  of  the  history 
of  the  O.  R.  C.  simply  speak  for  themselves;  and 
why  any  of  the  rank  and  file  should  wish  any 
changes  after  the  services  that  have  been  ren- 
dered for  the  last  eleven  years  to  us.  I  cannot 


comprehend.  The  warning  of  the  member  of  Di- 
vision 180  is  very  timely,  and  I  sincerely  hope  it 
will  be  heeded. 

Brother  D.  L.  Anderson  has  my  views  of  assist- 
ing the  old  and  disabled  Brothers,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  some  remedy  will  be  formulated  to  assist 
them  at  the  coming  Grand  Division.  As  far  as  I 
can  learn  there  are  not  such  a  great  many  that 
would  come  under  such  a  law.  and  it  could  be  so 
framed  that  there  would  not  be  a  very  great  hard- 
ship, providing  proper  restrictions  surrounded  it. 
Then  those  afflicted  would  be  getting  some  re- 
muneration for  moneys  paid  when  in  good  health 
to  the  Mutual  Benefit  Department,  and  while  in 
life  it  would  prove  a  blessing.  This  would  be 
practicing  the  principle  of  charity  on  a  business 
plan.  Mac  N.  Z. 

St.  Thomas.  Ont. 

Bditor  Railway  Conductor: 

Itinerary  of  Division  No.  1  relative  to  their  trip 
to  the  Northwest  and  Pacific  Coast  after  their  trip 
to  the  Grand  Division. 

Great  Northern  Railway— Courtesy  Mr.  Jas.  N. 
Hill.  Third  Vice-President- First  Day:  Leave  St. 
Paul.  Minn..  &30  p.  m.  Second  Day:  Arrive  Neche. 
N.  D..  10:50  a.  m..  419  miles. 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway-Courtesy  Mr.  David 
McNicoll.  Second  Vice  President  and  General 
Manager— Second  Day:  Leave  Gretna  11:05.  ar- 
rive Winnipeg  13-J5— 70  miles.  Third  Day:  Leave 
Winnipeg  16:30.  Fourth  Day:  Arrive  at  Moose  Jaw 
8:30-398  miles:  leave  Moose  Jaw  8:50.  Fifth  Day- 
Arrive  Banff  Hot  Springs  5:30-524  miles.  Sixth 
Day:  Arrive  Vancouver  12:40—560  miles.  Seventh 
Day:  Leave  Vancouver  &50.  arrive  Sumas  City 
11:20-32  miles-1.584  miles. 

Seattle  and  International  Railway— Courtesy  of 
Mr.  C.  S.  Mellen.  President-Seventh  Day:  Leave 
Sumas  City  11:45  a.  m ..  arrive  Seattle  5:10  p.  m.— 125 
miles. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway— Courtesy  of  Mr.  C.  S. 
MeUen.  President-Seventh  Day:  Leave  Seattle 
7:35  p.  m..  arrive  Tacoma  9d5  p.  m.— 41  miles. 
Eighth  Day:  Leave  Tacoma  12:45  a.  m..  arrive 
Portland  7:00  a.  m.— 150  miles— 191  miles. 

Eighth  and  ninth  days  at  Portland. 

Oregon  Railway  and  Navigation  Company- 
Courtesy  of  Mr.  A.  L.  Mohler.  President— Tenth 
Day:  Leave  Portland  9M  a.  m.  Eleventh  Day: 
Arrive  Huntington  12:35  a.  m.— 404  miles. 

Oregon  Short  Line  Railroad— Courtesy  of  Mr. 
W.  H.  Bancroft,  Vice-President  and  General  Man- 
ager—Eleventh Day:  Leave  Huntington  12-J5  a. 
m..  arrive  Salt  Lake  City  8:15  p.  m.— 498  miles. 

Twelfth  day  at  Salt  Lake  City. 

Rio  Grande  Western  Railway— Courtesy  of  Mr. 
D.  C.  Dodge.  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 
—Thirteenth  Day:  Leave  Salt  Lake  City  &30  a.  m.. 
arrive  Grand  Junction  6:25  p.  m.— 328  miles. 

Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railway— Courtesy  of  Mr. 
Edward  T.  Jeffery.  President-Fourteenth  Day: 
Leave  Grand  Junction  6:25  a.  m..  arrive  Colorado 
Springs  6:51  p.  m.— 381  miles.  Fifteenth  day  at 
Manitou  and  Pike's  Peak.  Sixteenth  Day:  Leave 
Colorado  Springs  4:20  a.  m..  arrive  Denver  7:00  a. 
m.— 75  miles— 456  miles. 

Colorado  &  Southern  Railway— Courtesy  of  Mr. 
Frank  Trumbull.  President  and  General  Manager 
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nth  Day:  Leave  Denver  8:05  a.  m..  arrive 
lame  1L50  a,  m.— 54  miles;  leave  Silver 
20  p.  m..  arrive  Denver  &00  p.  m— 54  miles 
es. 

CO.  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway— Courte- 
:.  H.  A.  Parker.  Vice-President  and  Gen- 
aager— Sixteenth  Day:  Leave  Denver  9-.30 
evanteenth  Day:  Arrive  Belleville  10:45  a. 
ve  Council  Bluffs  5:30  p.  m.  Eighteenth 
-rive  Chicago  8:00  a.  m-1063  miles.  Grand 
6  miles.  A.  W.  Conkers. 

N.  H.  Wood. 

A.  F.  Flxming. 

Wm.  Kilpatrick. 
Committee  of  Arrangements. 

lailway  Conductor: 

'  election  in  December  there  were  eighty- 
andidates  for  the  office  of  correspondent, 
h  wire-pulling  and  ballot  box  stuffing  I 
led  in  winning  the  prize.  So.  my  kind 
.  you  will  have  to  bear  with  me  one  year 
I  notice  in  reading  Thb  Conducto*  com- 
rom  many  Divisions  about  the  Brothers 
ending  only  at  election  time:  then  they 
and  vote  for  some  candidate  regardless  of 
ity  to  fill  the  office,  bnt  because  he  is  a 
How  be  is  elected.  Now.  it  seems  to  me 
ch  of  that  is  done,  for  to  elect  a  man  who 
othing  for  the  Order,  its  principles  and 
:s.  bnt  takes  the  office  simply  for  the  honor 
s  in  it  is  what  causes  empty  benches  in  a 
y  of  cases.  We  have  but  little  complaint 
line,  for  we  have  a  membership  of  248.  with 
age  attendance  of  sixty.  I  must  not  over- 
i  fact,  however,  that  the  dear  Sisters  have 
great  assistance  to  ns.  as  tbey  have  a  little 
every  meeting,  and  with  those  dear  ones 
side  and  plenty  in  front  of  ns  to  tickle 
e  palate  of  an  epienre.  only  angels  could 
ittending  our  meetings.  Division  3.  of  St. 
las  recognized  ability  by  electing  as  Chief 
:tor  of  that  Division  Brother  C.  D.  Kellogg, 
oved  by  one  and  all.  for  bis  sterling  quali- 
1  loyalty  to  the  Order.  And  when  one  is  far 
ome  and  loved  ones  and  meets  Brother 
i  the  world  seems  brighter,  for  he  is  a  true 
r. 

Delegate.  Brother  Geo.  A.  Merrill,  started 
Paul  March  31.  He  carries  a  red  fire  pail, 
•e  escapes,  one  pruning  knife  to  cut  warts 
ties,  one  gallon  Lydia  Pinkham  for  snake- 
and  a  tin  can  opener.  If  found  estray. 
him  up.  brand  him  for  Beantown.  notify 
r  Goss.  St.  Paul,  and  he  will  do  the  rest, 
r  Patterson  met  the  girl  with  the  cold 
at  midnight;  result  serious:  scalp  wound: 
n:  nose  broken;  one  black  eye.  Brother  P. 
'Wish  I  could  see  the  other  fellow."  I  am 
report  the  Brother  rapidly  recovering  and 
e  will  soon  be  on  deck  again.  Brother  S.  D. 
r  called  on  ns.  It  seemed  like  old  times, 
again,  old  friend.  Brother  Noar  Sargent  is 
I  money.  He  works  nights  and  days  and 
>me  so  little  even  his  dog  did  not  know  him. 
isistant  Chief  Conductor.  Brother  Murphy, 
ented  Division  157  at  a  banquet  given  by 
>n  122.  and  Brother  Fitzgerald  claims  he  up- 
te  honors  and  fully  represented  ns  by  clear- 


ing the  table  of  everything  in  sight.  Brother 
Holman  has  resigned,  and  at  this  writing  is  unde- 
cided as  to  choice  of  positions.  President  of  the 
N.  Y.  C.  R  R  or  farming.  Brother  Gil  Mastern 
was  seen  rubber-necking  at  Josh  Whitcomb's  play 
—and  there  were  others. 

Automobile,  you  are  all  o.  k..  and  Division  12? 
was  fortunate  in  securing  such  talent.  Brother 
Coyne  was  all  o.  k.  nntil  he  got  in  love.  Poor  fel- 
low. I  met  him  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  to  my 
inquiries  he  said  sbe  had  just  had  her  little  tooth 
pulled.  Brother  Cass  has.  resigned  and  moved  to 
Omaha.  We  miss  you.  Brother,  and  shall  ever 
cherish  the  friendship  formed  in  the  Division. 
Brother  Parr  ant  has  been  taking  a  vacation  pre- 
paratory to  a  long  and  hard  summer's  work. 
Brother  Drake  looks  fat  and  sassy  as  ever. 
Brother  Kidder  paid  us  a  visit  at  our  lass-  meeting, 
and  wore  snow-shoes.  He  was  offended  when 
ordered  to  remove  them,  and  to  get  even,  took  off 
his  boots.  He  won  the  day.  I  see  by  the  paper 
Brother  Parks  was  vindicated  in  the  action  against 
him  by  the  N.  Y.  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  and  I  hope  the 
Brother  can  recover  damages  enough  to  drive 
every  spotter  there  is  out  of  the  detestible  busi- 
ness. 

We  observed  onr  sixteenth  anniversary  with  a 
banquet  at  the  United  States  Hotel.  January  27. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  conductors  and  their  wives- 
filled  the  large  banquet  hall,  and  from  2  until  6  p. 
m.  they  filled  themselves.  Brown's  Female  Or- 
chestra, of  nine  pieces,  furnished  the  music,  after 
which  an  entertaining  program  of  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music  was  given.  Chief  Conductor 
Brother  Lincoln  presided,  with  Brother  Parr  ant 
as  toast  master.  With  us.  as  invited  guest,  was 
H.C.  Robinson,  assistant  superintendent  Southern 
division  B.  &  M.  R  Letters  were  received  re- 
gretting their  inability  to  attend  from  E.  Peter 
Clark,  general,  superintendent  of  the  N.  Y.  N.  H. 
&  H.  R.  and  J.  H.  French,  of  tbe  same  road.  The 
committee  in  charge  of  this  successful  banquet 
consisted  of  Brothers  G.  S,  Messer.  G.  A.  Silsbee, 
and  J.  H.  Parrant.  I  am  unable,  however,  to  give 
it  justice,  as  I  was  at  home  with  a  black  eye. 
caused  by  a  sled  leaving  before  I  was  ready  to  get 
on— at  least  that  is  the  way  I  think  I  got  it.  I  told 
so  many  lies  about  it  I  am  not  sure  now  how  I  did 
get  it  Ladies.  I  know  I  am  slighting  you  by  not 
mentioning  a  thing  about  your  dresses,  but  if  yon 
will  forgive  me  this  time  I  will  risk  one  eye  next 
time,  if  no  more.  There  is  some  talk  of  a  new 
Division  being  started,  composed  of  Boston  and 
Maine  Brothers.  I  trust  such  is  not  the  case,  how- 
ever, and  that  those  members  whom  we  have  met 
in  tbe  Division  room  the  past  eighteen  years. 
Brothers  whom  I  have  learned  to  love,  men  you 
could  trust,  loyal  to  the  Order,  Brothers  in  every 
sense,  and  I  hope  the  memories  of  the  past  wilt 
awaken  in  them  a  feeling  of  love  in  this  their 
parent  Division  to  such  an  extent  that  we  shall  be 
united  and  separated  only  when  we  are  summoned 
by  the  Great  Chief  Conductor  above. 
Boston.  Mass.  G.  E.  Smith. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Of  what  benefit  to  the  conductor  of  today  is  the 
O.  R.  C?  Long  years  ago  the  writer  was  told  by  a 
member  that  there  was  "nothing  in  it";  that  all  the 
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good  it  did  a  man  was  to  help  him  get  a  ride.  This 
was  in  part  correct,  as  the  conversation  took  place 
prior  to  the  Rochester  convention,  at  which  time, 
as  many  of  onr  readers  already  know,  the  obnox- 
ious anti-strike  clause  was  eliminated,  and  follow- 
ing which  many  discussions  took  place  as  to  their 
real  standing  even  then,  as  to  going  out  on  a  strike 
in  event  it  became  apparent  that  such  action  would 
benefit  those  concerned.  The  member  mentioned 
above  was  talking  to  one  not  a  member,  and  doing 
this  on  a  public  corner  on  the  streets  of  Seymour. 
Ind.  We  had  wanted  to  .become  one  of  them  be- 
fore, but  now  we  did  not.  Time  rolled  on.  and  we 
met  others  who  gave  us  a  different  talk,  and  we 
shied  our  hat  into  the  ring  with  many  others,  for 
good  or  bad.  and  we  are  proud  to  say  that  we  have 
never  regretted  in  the  most  minute  way  that  we 
took  the  step. 

The  above  mentioned  man  was  then  a  freight 
conductor  on  the  O.  &  If.  Later  on.  when  days  of 
adversity  came,  when  the  clouds  were  dark  over 
our  small  horizon,  or.  to  be  less  poetical,  when  we* 
were  in  the  soup,  we  met  an  ez-passenger  conduc- 
tor off  the  I.  &  St.  L..  who  was  braking  on  that 
rawhiding  of  all  rawhide  roads,  the  I..  B.  &  W.. 
who  urged  the  importance  of  being  a  member  of 
the  Order.  The  first-named  had  a  good  position, 
and  was  sore  at  the  Order.  It  wasn't  what  it  ought 
to  be.  He  was  doing  his  best  to  hurt  it  with  his 
loud  lamentations  on  the  street  corner.  The  sec- 
ond was  chewing  the  quid  of  bitter  discontent, 
having  lost  a  good  position,  and  then  accepted  a 
job  of  braking.  The  first  was  one  who  never  at- 
tended his  Division  meetings.  The  second  one. 
by  his  very  bearing  when  in  reduced  circum- 
stances, still  clinging  to  his  Order,  with  nothing 
but  good  words  for  it.  showed  bis  grit,  and  at  the 
same  time  bis  good  sense,  in  not  blaming  the  Or- 
der because  be  was  where  be  was.  This  man  at- 
tended his  meetings  regularly,  and  understood  its 
workings,  and  placed  a  true  value  upon  its  teach- 
ings. He  differed  materially  from  the  two  whom 
we  met  a  few  days  since,  who.  when  accosted,  said: 
"Yes.  O,  yes:  I  am  tip  in  the  work."  Their  answer 
failed  to  prove  it.  yet  they  thought  they  were  away 
up  in  G.  These  Brothers  don't  attend  very  regu- 
larly, or  else  they  sleep  during  the  session.  If  they 
belonged  to  301  they  would  know  their  lesson  each 
meeting  before  business  opens.  If  they  don't  we 
jnst  throw  them  out  of  the  third 'story  window, 
and  never  look  to  see  how  they  light. 

Another  gets  sore  at  a  fancied  insult;  drops  out. 
and  takes  the  chances  of  leaving  his  family  un- 
protected, until  he  can  "see  into  the  thing."  and 
then  re-instates  himself.  Another  says  that  the 
Order  is  all  a  piece  of  humbuggery— that  the  offi- 
cers are  all  a  set  of  well  paid  men.  some  of  whom 
we  never  see.  And  thus  it  goes,  showing  that  a 
real  knowledge  of  the  good  in  the  Order  is  not 
gained,  simply  because  they  don't  attend  their 
meetings.  In  two  cases  that  are  familiar  to  us  the 
kickers  are  receiving  an  income  of  20  per  cent  on 
their  wages,  which  they  owe  directly  to  the  fact 
that  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  got  it  for 
them,  backed  by  the  B.  R.  T..  B.  L.  E.  and  B.  L.  P. 

Old  301  desires  to  return  thanks  to  "Big  Jack"  for 
his  kind  and  appreciative  letter  in  answer  to  a  few 
choice  outbursts  from  our  Division,  sent  him  along 
about  the  time  the  snow  was  drifting  through  our 


thin  whiskers.  The  committee  of  13  lost  a  round 
trip,  and  lay  awake  two  nights  studying  up  some- 
thing about  right  to  say  to  him.  They  wore  out 
one  dictionary;  finally  fell  back  on  Hill's  Manual. 

and  then,  at  last,  bad  to  get  Plunger  J  to  help 

us  out.  His  recognition  of  "the  effort"  came  to  us 
at  our  last  meeting,  couched  in  words  of  gold,  in- 
dicative of  the  writer's  big  heart,  and.  while  not 
lengthy,  told  the  old.  old  story  that  we  always  love 
to  hear,  that  of  the  faith  placed  in  us  by  a  supe- 
rior officer,  and  that  our  daily  work  had  pleased 
him.  May  the  Angel  of  Pate  ever  direct  his  foot- 
steps onward  and  upward  until  he  may  arrive  at 
the  very  highest  pinnacle  in  railroad  fame  is  our 
wish.  C.  W.  M. 

Seymour.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  my  last  letter  I  made  mention  of  the  good 
times  we  are  having  at  quilting  parties  held  at  dif- 
ferent homes  of  the  Sisters,  but  the  tenth  anniver- 
sary of  Auxiliary  8.  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  held  in  O.  R.  C . 
ball  night  of  March  18.  surpassed  anything  I  ever 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending.  It  was  a  success  in 
every  way.  It  began  by  all  singing  "Blest  be  the 
Tie  That  Binds."  followed  by  short  address  by 
the  President.  Mrs.  J.  Bell,  welcoming  all  pres- 
ent, following  with  a  few  remarks  from  Conduc- 
tors Wm.  Sbafer  and  S.  A.  Geasey.  Next  a  selec- 
tion by  the  orchestra,  followed  by  a  recitation  by 
Miss  Myre  Whiteman:  next  a  solo  by  Miss  Clara 
Geasey.  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Riddle  and  followed 
by  a  drama  entitled  "The  Hungry  Tramp."  by 
Sir  George  Bailetts  and  Helen  Randall:  then  a 
solo  by  Miss  Edith  Kline,  accompanied  by  Miss 
Carrie  Kline:  next  a  dialogue  entitled  "In  Want  of 
a  Servant."  by  Mrs.  George  Bailetts  and  Mr.  S.  A. 
Geasey,  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Long,  Mrs.  Randall,  Mrs.  Conrod  and  Mrs.  Snyder, 
followed  by  a  tableau  entitled  "Just  a  Lock  of  Hair 
Prom  Mother."  by  J.  O.  Wolverton  and  Mrs.  Baker. 
The  entertainment  closed  with  "Country  Singing 
School  Teacher,"  by  Mrs.  Riddle.  This  created 
lots  of  amusement  to  all  present.  We  were  then 
led  to  a  well  filled  table,  and  such  a  good  time  as 
we  all  had  words  cannot  express;  leaving  the  hall 
at  1:30  a.  m..  well  filled,  hoping  to  see  the  Ilth  anni- 
versary of  Auxiliary  8.  God  speed  to  L.  A.  to  O. 
R.  C. 

Now,  while  Division  187  has  been  very  quiet  for 
some  time,  we  still  exist  and  hold  meetings  twice 
a  month.  We  have  added  several  members  to  our 
list  since  Jan.  1.  and  have  now  two  on  the  string 
for  next  Sunday.  We  were  pleased  to  see  Brothers 
Sarvls  and  Inhuff  at  the  anniversary  in  full  bloom. 
Cheer  up  Brothers,  the  O.  R.  C.  is  your  friend.  We 
were  also  pleased  to  see  Brother  Downs  in  the  Di- 
vision room  again  Sunday.  March  10,  after  a  long 
spell  of  sickness.  Brothers  who  do  not  attend 
meetings,  get  your  eyes  open.  Come  around  to 
see  us.  Do  not  miss  a  good  thing. 

Sunbury.  Pa.  S.  A.  Geasey. 

O 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

The  twenty-eighth  session  of  the  Grand  Division 
is  rapidly  approaching.  Grave  questions  affecting 
the  future  welfare  of  the  Order  will  be  submitted 
to  that  body  for  their  wise  and  careful  considera- 
tion—measures of  supreme  importance  that  will 
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demand  the  most  careful  and  prudent  thought  to 
prevent  a  misconception  of  the  magnitude  and  re- 
sponsibility attached  to  them,  and  the  disposing  of 
them  in  no  feeling  of  uncertainty  that  will  best  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  the  Order,  and  which  will  put 
to  test  the  ability  of  the  delegates  and  place  them 
on  record  as  being  responsible  for  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  the  Order  for  the  next  two  years, 
making  this  the  most  momentous  session  in  the 
history  of  the  Order. 

Iam  somewhat  surprised  at  the  non-brotherly 
feeling  displayed  by  some  of  the  Brothers  to  dis- 
pense equal  justice  to  all  who  are  totally  disabled, 
and  give  the  most  unfortunate  the  same  privileges 
that  bis  less  unfortunate  Brother  enjoys,  in  chang- 
ing of  the  total  disability  clause  in  the  Mutual- 
Benefit  Department  so  as  to  include  paralysis,  lo- 
comotor ataxia  and  impaired  eyesight,  which 
totally  disqualifies  a  Brother  from  performing  any 
kind  of  manual  labor.  As  the  clause  reads  now.  it 
is  manifestly  unfair  to  those  Brothers  who  are  af- 
flicted with  these  incurable  maladies,  and  a  blot 
upon  the  fair  name  of  our  Order  in  dealing  out 
justice  to  its  members.  We  have  a  great  many 
Brothers  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a  hand  or  a 
foot,  who  are  riding  bicycles  and  through  the  in- 
genuity of  man  are  disguising  their  dismember- 
ment so  cleverly  that  the  difference  in  the  limbs 
is  not  noticeable.  What  a  contrast  to  the  poor 
Brothers  who  have  not  been  off  their  backs  for 
years— suffering  from  one  of  these  incurable  mala- 
dies I  No  doubt  Brother  Clark  will  make  recom- 
mendation asking  for  the  enlargement  of  this  un- 
just clause. 

"Colors"  does  not  take  kindly  to  the  suggested 
change  of  colors  for  the  Division  card.  I  would 
infer  that  he  is  either  engaged  or  wanting  to  pro- 
tect those  Brothers  who  are  engaged  in  some  busi- 
ness outside  of  railroad  service.  I  have  in  my 
very  limited  experience,  had  Brothers  engaged  in 
outside  occupations  ask  me  for  transportation 
courtesies,  hence  the  need  of  change,  for  you  can 
never  tell  where  a  Brother  stands  who  hides  be- 
hind a  nom  de  plume. 

On  the  sixth  of  last  November  the  dear  people 
in  no  unmistakable  language  declared  in  favor  of 
trusts.  There  is  no  investment  that  will  give  you 
as  large  returns  for  your  money  as  a  trust  will, 
and  I  am  in  favor  of  making  the  O.  R.  C.  one  of  the 
largest  trusts  in  the  country.  What  a  different  re- 
ception our  Chief  Executive  would  receive  at  the 
hands  of  railroad  magnates  if  he  represented  a 
large  trust  with  a  bank  roll  of  twenty-five  million 
dollars  behind  it— a  possibility  for  the  Order  in 
twenty  years.  But  no  doubt  you  want  to  know 
how  I  am  going  to  bring  about  this  result.  It  is  by 
concentrating  all  our  surplus  monies  in  one  fund 
and  abolishing  the  reserve  fund.  By  the  way. 
Brother  Ingram  says  something  about  what  he  is 
going  to  do  when  the  reserve  fund  reaches  $500,000. 
I  wish  he  would  please  explain  how  he  expects  to 
reach  the  half  million  mark  in  ten  years  at  the 
present  yearly  rate.  There  are  a  good  many  prop- 
ositions open  to  us  in  a  business  way,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  most  any  of  them  would  place  us  on  a  self- 
sustaining  basis  inside  of  ten  years,  in  addition  to 
making  us  rich  in  gilt  edge  collateral  security, 
worth  five  millions  at  the  very  lowest  in  that  time. 
Land  is  the  basis  for  all  legitimate  wealth,  and 


in  looking  for  a  gilt  edge  investment  we  would 
naturally  look  to  that  source.  When  I  first  advo- 
cated the  investment  of  our  surplus  money  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  maintaining  our  Order.  I  rec- 
ommended the  investment  in  some  safe  business 
where  there  would  be  no  possible  risk  of  loss  to  the 
original  investment.  That  plan  I  herewith  sub- 
mit, and  it  will  meet  the  requirement.  We  can 
take  up,  under  what  is  known  as  the  Carey  act,  fif- 
ty thousand  acres  of  land  in  Idaho:  the  land  is 
very  fertile  and  well  adapted  to  fruit  culture.  For- 
ty thousand  acres  will  feed  and  take  care  of  two 
hundred  thousand  head  of  cattle.  The  land  re- 
claimed and  under  cultivation  will  increase  in 
value  100  per  cent  a  year  for  the  first  four  years, 
and  will  make  the  land  worth  one  and  a  half  mil- 
lion dollars  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years;  in  three 
years  we  could  sell  fifty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
cattle,  and  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  we  would 
be  declaring  a  million  and  a  half  dividend.  Broth- 
er Ingham,  bow  does  that  read?  It  looks  good  to 
me.  Ten  thousand  acres  will  furnish  homes  for 
two  thousand  old  conductors  and  their  families: 
sell  them  five  acres,  build  them  homes,  and  sup- 
ply them  until  they  are  self-supporting;  charge 
them  a  low  rate  of  interest  for  all  money  advanc- 
ed. This  is  my  ideal  home  for  the  old  conductor; 
that  is  all  we  want— an  opportunity  to  own  our 
own  homes  and  eat  the  sweet  bread  of  our  own 
toil.  It  will  give  us  an  opportunity  to  preserve 
our  identity  to  man  and  not  become  a  dependent 
either  on  the  community  or  our  noble  organiza- 
tion. The  sentiment  expressed  in  the  journal  by 
some  of  our  would-be  philanthropists  leads  us  to 
believe  that  we  are  objects  of  charity,  soliciting  a 
free  home  at  the  expense  of  the  organization. 
Brothers,  it  is  very  inconvenient  to  be  poor,  but 
we  have  not  lost  all  of  our  self-esteem;  the  fire  of 
ambition  burns  as  bright  in  our  hearts  as  it  did 
forty  years  ago.  Do  not  add  insult  to  injury  and 
put  a  premium  on  worthlessness  in  this  retro- 
grade movement  of  a  free  soup  house  for  the  old 
conductor  and  his  family.  Here  is  where  I  would 
build  the  shoe  factory  and  any  other  needed  fac- 
tory that  necessity  would  determine.  It  is  a  little 
bard  on  the  natural  born  conductor,  who  cannot 
perform  any  manual  labor  outside  of  run- 
ning a  train  and  maintain  a  style  of  liv- 
ing equal  to  the  man  with  his  fifty 
thousand  invested  in  some  lucrative  busi- 
ness, and  is  harder  to  approach  than  the  general 
manager.  Brothers,  think  it  over.  All  movements 
of  this  magnitude  necessarily  go  slow,  and  espec- 
ially where  the  Grand  Officers  take  no  interest  in 
the  movement.  No  doubt  the  stirring  event  of 
the  session  will  be  the  election  of  officers.  At  De- 
troit there  were  many  more  candidates  than 
offices,  and  if  I  read  the  signs  aright  there  will 
be  still  more  at  St.  Paul.  To  subserve  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Order,  every  office  should  be  con- 
tested for  by  our  very  ablest  members,  thereby 
preventing  the  'filling  of  any  office  by  acclamma- 
tion.  The  Grand  Officers,  outside  of  those  con- 
nected with  the  editing  of  the  journal  and  Brother 
Inghram.  never  go  on  record  in  the  journal  on 
these  great  questions.  It  is  due  the  Order  that 
they  should  write  a  letter  once  every  quarter.  The 
Trustees  are  absolutely  dumb  outside  of  their 
quarterly  report.  Why  this  silence? 
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Bulletin  No.  2001- Posted  up  in  the  Employment 
Bureau  Office.  April  1st:  "Business  slacking;  off  a 
little.  As  soon  as  weather  will  permit,  half  a  dozen 
work  trains  to  go  on.  Extra  list  very  full.  Secre- 
tary consulting;  with  the  doctor  in  regard  to  a  new 
stomach  dope." 

Pardon  this  brief  memorandum.  I  will  give  you 
the  balance  in  St.  Paul.  Tim  Far  hell. 

Pocatello,  Idaho. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  our  last  meeting;  we  had  a  large  attendance, 
and  were  Just  setting;  done  when  the  srood  wife  of 
Brother  J.  Moreau  sent  in  her  card  and  requested 
permission  to  come  in.  Our  Chief  Conductor 
turned  over  the  chair  to  the  A.  C.  C,  Brother  Mc- 
Leod.  as  he  was  obliged  to  go  out  on  his  run.  but  he 
did  make  out  to  go  into  the  ante-room  and  escort 
the  ladies  to  the  Division  room  and  left.  The  able 
manner  in  which  our  A.  C.  C.  did  things  and  re- 
ceived the  forty  or  more  wives  and  sweethearts  of 
the  members  was  a  credit  to  him  and  the  mem- 
bers. I  tell  you  he  is  a  dandy  on  every  occasion. 
The  Division  puts  him  on  committees  and  he 
serves  them  well.  The  wife  of  our  chief  has  been 
away  to  Portsmouth,  N.H.,  at  the  bedside  of  her 
father,  who  passed  away  March  18. 

The  ladies  presented  Division  122  with  a  hand- 
some Bible,  that  was  a  great  addition  to  the  Divis- 
ion and  a  very  handsome  one.  and  has  the  names 
inside  of  those  who  contributed  to  the  same. 
Brother  C.  A.  Paterson  of  Division  157  was  assault- 
ed last  Wednesday  night  on  his  way  home  at  the 
transfer  station  at  the  foot  of  Broadway.  South 
Boston.  Roughs  attacked  him  and  knocked  him 
down  and  beat  him  unmercifully:  broke  his  nose 
and  split  his  lips  and  cut  bis  eyes.  An  officer  came 
up  and  pulled  one  man  and  the  others  ran  away. 
The  officer  took  one  man  to  the  box  and  then  let 
him  go.  and  Brother  Paterson  went  to  the  station 
to  make  a  report  and  they  would  not  listen  to  his 
case.  But  the  way  it  looks  now  they  will  listen 
when  they  go  before  the  police  commissioners  to 
tell  their  story.  Brother  Paterson.  you  have  the 
sympathy  of  the  Brothers,  and  hope  to  see  you 
out  soon  and  back  on  your  train. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  the  Brothers  going 
to  St.  Paul  to  attend  the  convention.  It  is  the  talk 
in  all  the  conductors'  rooms  and  yards:  "Are  you 
going?"  Brother  Messer  is  shaking  the  dust  off 
the  window  sill  at  his  summer  home,  and  will  soon 
get  in  training  for  the  dude  train  between  Boston 
and  West  Hale,  which  will  soon  be  running.  It  is 
a  private  train  for  subscribers  only.  Brother  E. 
Cowell  is  running  between  Willimantic  and  Bos- 
ton. Brother  A.  L.  Dodge  has  a  clam  farm  under 
way,  and  expects  to  raise  a  good  crop  for  the  gang 
who  visit  him  once  a  year.  When  they  want  a 
good  thing  they  know  he  can  give  it  to  them.  There 
is  some  talk  of  starting  another  Division  in  Boston 
to  be  called  the  B.  M.  R.  R. 

The  many  Brothers  of  Boston  Division  122  will 
be  glad  that  Brother  A.  McLeod  is  again  out  and 
working  again.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  learn 
that  Brother  E.  Bowser  was  just  run  over  on  the 
B.  A.  R.  R..  and  received  injuries  from  which  he 
did  not  recover.  He  was  a  member  of  Bartlett 
Division  214  of  Moncton.  New  Brunswick.  I  see 
Brother  Church  of  New  Bedford  is  confined  to  his 


home  on  account  of  a  sore  foot.  He  had  some  vis- 
iting Brothers  down  to  see  him.  and  he  took  them 
down  the  neck  to  his  cottage  and  he  wanted  to 
show  them  that  clams  didn't  grow  on  trees,  and 
took  a  hoe  and  proved  to  them  that  they  come  out 
of  the  ground,  and  in  some  way  injured  his  foot  so 
he  has  been  laid  off  some  time  with  it.  He  is  hop- 
ing that  they  won't  call  again  soon. 
Boston.  Mass.  Automobile. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Appended  find  statement  of  receipts  to  the 
Home  for  the  month  of  March.  1901: 
o.  a.  c.  DIVISIONS. 
NO. 


NO.  AMT. 
44  $  5  00 

306    22  00 

276   12100 


AMT. 
.$12  00 
.12  Of 
.  500 


Total  $58  00 

B.  of  R.  T.  Lodges  _  $151  20 

B.  of  L.  P.  Lodges   28  00 

G.  I.  A.  to  B.  of  L.  E.,  Div   6  Of 

Refunded  on  bill  83   4  77 


Grand  Total  $247  97 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

By  members  of  117  and  229  B.  L.  E.  and  wives*, 
five  boxes  containing  canned  goods,  fruits,  grocer- 
ies, cutlery,  linens,  etc.:  also  an  elegant  invalid 
chair.  We  wish  to  express  to  them  and  the  mer- 
chants of  Mason  City  our  appreciation  of  their 
kindness  and  thoughtfulness  in  this  valuable  con- 
tribution. * 

By  Mrs.  L.  M.  Bergen.  Highland  Park.  111.,  some 
choice  reading  matter. 

By  Mrs.  George  Ball.  Highland  Park.  111.,  an 
easy  chair  and  foot-rest. 

By  Thos.  Catlow.  Evanston,  111.,  choice  reading 
matter. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mas.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.  111.     S.  &  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  80  has  not  been  mentioned  in  The  Con- 
ductor for  some  time,  as  our  correspondent. 
Brother  Geo.  Conner  s.  has  been  too  busy  shoveling 
snow  between  Sutton  Junction  and  Drummond- 
ville  to  even  remember  the  day  of  the  week.  We 
have  experienced  the  most  winter  here  that  we 
have  for  many  years.  Although  traffic  has  been 
very  heavy  the  men  have  been  making  good 
money  and  have  not  complained.  After  facing 
the  severe  winds  of  March  to  see  them  standing 
around  terminals  and  look  into  their  honest 
faces  a  stranger  from  the  balmy  south  would  say 
they  employ  half-breeds  up  in  this  country,  but  it 
is  not  so.  It  is  the  exposure  and  hardship,  brought 
on  by  the  hazardous  occupation.  Brothers,  we 
should  have  all  the  sympathy  in  the  world  for  men 
in  freight  service.  There  is  where  your  seniority 
comes  in.  Do  you  think,  after  a  man  has  been  a 
freight  conductor  ten  or  fifteen  years,  as  we  have 
conductors  on  our  division,  would  you  think  it 
right,  if  there  was  a  vacancy,  to  hire  a  conductor 
and  still  keep  these  men  on  freight  trains?  No ! 
Let  the  seniority  rule  and  we  will  have  better 
men.  When  a  trainmaster  hires  a  brakeman  he 
looks  forward  to  a  position  as  a  passenger  conduc- 
tor. Under  these  circumstances  we  have  compe- 
tent men  in  train  service  in  all  capacities,  able  to 
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All  the  position  of  conductor,  trainmaster,  super- 
intendent, or  president  of  the  road  if  called  upon 
to  do  so.  I  hope  seniority  will  always  rale  on  the 
C.  P.  R.  Perhaps  there  may  be  some  Brothers 
who  don't  like  seniority.  They  may  have  their 
reasons  for  it.  but  I  don't  think  they  should  agi- 
tate anything:  that  would  conflict  with  such  a 
majority  as  you  are  aware  we  have  in  freight  serv- 
ice. I  wish  every  Brother's  ideas  on  this  subject 
were  the  same  as  my  own.  As  we  all  live  in  a  free 
country  every  man  has  a  right  to  his  own 
thoughts,  but  he  has  not  a  right  to  say  or  do  any- 
thing that  will  injure  a  Brother. 
West  Farnham.  P.  Q.  J.  H.  Sheldon. 

Bditor  Railway  Conductor 

The  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division 
is  close  upon  us  and  ere  this  number  of  The  Con- 
ductor reaches  us  the  delegates  will  be  making 
preparations  to  attend.  We  are  expecting  one  of 
the  largest  parties  that  ever  attended  a  Grand  Di- 
vision meeting.  Everything  is  being  done  for  the 
comfort  and  pleasure  of  delegates  and  friends  that 
can  be  done,  and  we  hope  that  their  visit  to  our 
city  in  the  far  west  will  be  profitable  and  pleasant 
The  Ryan  Hotel  has  been  designated  as  official 
headquarters,  where  a  reasonable  rate  can  be  ob- 
tained by  all  members  of  the  Order  and  their 
families.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  hotels  in  the  west, 
and  they  will  make  an  extra  effort  to  make  it 
pleasant  for  all  who  stop  there.  Our  city  is  well 
equipped  in  the  line  of  hotels,  and  those  wishing 
to  avoid  the  crowds  will  have  no  trouble  in  secur- 
ing comfortable  quarters  at  other  hotels  or  private 
places  at  very  reasonable  rates.  The  hotel  com- 
mittee are  taking  this  matter  up  and  everyone  can 
be  assured  of  a  comfortable  stopping  place  at  any 
rate  desired. 

The  following  committees  have  been  appointed, 
the  chairmen  of  which  will  furnish  any  informa- 
tion desired  J>y  any  Brother  pertaining  to  their 
committees: 

Executive  Committee:  M.  N.  Goes.  Ch'm;  J.  D. 
Condit.  J.  W.  Gilboy.  H.  D.  Powers.  P.  A.  Pease.  H. 
A.  Baxter.  Geo.  Hunsaker. 

Transportation  Committee:  J.  D.  Condit.  Ch'm.: 
J.  H.  Grininger,  John  A.  Scott.  Geo.  Elmer.  J.  W. 
Rees.  Dan  Hickey.  Frank  Luxen. 

Reception  Committee:  J.  W.  Gilboy.  Ch'm.:  Nic 
Bouse.  W.  H.  Monty.  E.  W.  Farrell.  D.  C.  Horn,  J. 
C.  Cardie.  A.  J.  Manley. 

Hotel  Committee:  F.  A.  Pease.  Ch'm.:  W.  H. 
Lowe.  E.  R.  Walter.  Geo.  Neff .  Dan  Galvin.  D.  E. 
Hasey.  T.  H.  Cowdin. 

Entertainment  Committee:  H.  D.  Powers.  Chm.: 
H.  W.  Field.  J.  T.  Carruthers.  J.  D.  Sprague.  L.  D. 
Skeel.  Geo.  Kirkpatrick.  Thos.  Sullivan. 

Registration  and  Badge  Committee:  H.  A.  Bax- 
ter. Ch'm.:  J.  R.  Shaw.  J.  E.  Roper.  Geo.  R.  Worm? 
wood.  J.  J.  Purcell.  M.  E.  Lynch.  S.  K.  McGuire. 

The  above  committees  will  have  plenty  of  work 
to  do  from  now  until  the  convention  opens,  and 
every  member  of  No.  40  is  expected  to  exert  him- 
self from  the  opening  to  the  close  of  the  conven- 
tion in  looking  after  the  comfort  of  our  visiting 
Brothers  and  Sisters.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to 
say  that  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  is  working  like 
beavers  to  entertain  their  Sisters  and  Brothers, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  their  part  of  the  program 


will  be  a  glorious  success.  The  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors  has  among  its  membership  a  great 
many  bachelors,  also  quite  a  few  who  remain  single 
on  account  of  their  extreme  modesty.  There  are 
some,  too.  who  do  not  desire  to  take  their  wives 
with  them  on  account  of  the  great  danger  in 
traveling  and  the  fear  that  they  might  take  cold  or 
get  sick  away  from  their  happy  home,  so  solicitioua 
you  know  that  their  affection  will  not  allow  them 
to  take  the  risk  of  so  long  a  trip.  To  the  Ladles' 
Auxiliary  I  would  say,  look  well  to  the  comfort 
and  entertainment  of  the  poor  misguided  bachelor. 
Offer  words  of  wisdom  if  not  too  late  to  our  mod- 
est Brother  instruct  him  in  our  western  ways,  so 
when  he  returns  to  his  southern  home  he  will  pro- 
pose to  at  least  one  lady  at  every  station  on  his 
run.  To  the  other  fellow  take  a  good  size  club.  If 
the  good  Sisters  of  our  Auxiliary  will  do  this  we 
will  promise  to  reciprocate. 

Our  regular  meetings  of  late  have  been  very  in- 
teresting. No  less  than  twenty  have  joined  in  the 
last  two  weeks,  some  of  them  the  oldest  passenger 
conductors  running  out  of  St.  Paul.  Among  this 
number  are  conductors  W.  F.  McMillen,  G.  L.  Bon- 
ney.  S.  W.  Eastman.  H.  T.  Smith.  Chas.  Graceson. 
who  are  all  passenger  conductors  and  old  men  on 
the  rail.  A.  J.  Manley. 

St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Having  read  several  articles  in  The  Conduc- 
tor of  late  for  and  against  the  proposition  of  rep- 
resentation by  districts  instead  of  by  Divisions,  as 
at  present,  at  our  Grand  Divisions.  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  on  the  subject  This  move.  I  under- 
stand, is  championed  by  Brother  "H.  W.  G."  of 
Elkhart  at  least  his  very  able  articles  are  the  first 
that  I  have  seen  on  the  subject,  and  he  uses  very 
good  arguments  in  support  of  his  theory,  and  I 
have  failed  to  discover  any  logical  arguments 
against  it 

Brothers,  this  is  a  subject  of  great  importance  to 
our  Order,  and  I  sincerely  hope  the  matter  will  be 
brought  hp  at  St  Paul  and  acted  upon.  There  is 
no  question  but  that  it  will  save  us  thousands  of 
dollars  every  year,  and  at  the  same  time  give  us 
better  legislation.  More  business  could  be  tran- 
sacted in  two  days'  time  with  thirty  or  forty  dele* 
gates  that  would  be  present  than  can  be  done  with 
the  400  or  more,  as  at  present,  in  ten  days.  Every 
Division  in  the  Order  could  be  represented  then, 
whereas  we  have  quite  a  number  now  that  cannot 
afford  to  stand  the  expense.  There  is  no  question 
but  that  we  would  get  just  as  good,  and  even  bet- 
ter representation  under  the  proposed  plan,  as 
each  Division  in  the  district  would  most  certainly 
select  as  their  representative  to  the  convention  of 
district  delegates  their  very  best  material.  Now. 
we  will  say  that  six  or  seven  Divisions  are  in  one 
district.  When  these  delegates  get  together  to  se- 
lect one  to  represent  the  whole  district  it  is  a  fore- 
gone conclusion  that  the  best  man  will  get  the  ap- 
pointment, and  among  so  much  good  material 
there  should  be  at  least  one  exceptionally  good 
representative,  and  he  can  look  after  the  interests 
of  not  only  his  own  Division  but  all  of  the  Divi- 
ions  in  his  district  just  as  well  as  the  six  or  seven 
could.  And  see  the  great  saving  to  the  six  or  seven 
Divisions.  Under  the  present  conditions  it  costs 
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•acta  Division  from  $80  to  $100  for  their  delegate,  and 
then  he  does  not  come  ont  even:  whereas,  under 
the  proposed  plan  this  amount  could  be  divided 
pro  rata  among  the  membership  of  the  district. 

There  is  another  very  objectionable  feature  to 
present  arrangements,  and  that  is  that  it 
Is  considered  by  too  many  of  our  dele- 
gates as  a  pleasure  trip,  and  they  start 
out  with  the  intention  of  having  a  good  time, 
and  they  have  it.  too.  regardless  of  the  fact 
that  their  Brothers  at  home  are  working  to  pay 
them  for  transacting  business  for  them  that  is  of 
the  greatest  importance.  Now,  Brother  Delegates, 
do  not  put  this  coat  on  if  it  does  not  fit  you.  It  is 
a  fact,  and  I  do  not  fear  contradiction,  that  many 
delegates  do  not  spend  ten  per  cent  of  their  time 
while  at  the  convention  in  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  business  of  the  session  that  they  should, 
and.  Brothers,  this  is  dead  wrong.  They  should 
remain  at  home.  N.  A.  V. 

Buffalo.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  309  is  still  trying  to  hold  its  own.  There 
seems  to  be  lack  of  interest  among  many  of  our 
members;  some  seem  to  think  all  that  is  necessary 
to  have  a  good  Order  is  the  prompt  payment  of 
dues.  That  is  where  a  great  mistake  is  made.  We 
want  you.  one  and  all,  to  come  to  the  Division 
room  every  time  it  is  in  session,  and  we  cannot 
have  a  good  meeting  unless  you  do  come. 

There  have  been  a  great  many  changes  in  our 
layover  in  the  past  year.  The  coal  district  just 
south  of  Uniontown.  while  only  in  its  infancy,  has 
taken  a  great  many  men  from  here,  and  the  new 
yard  which  has  been  established  at  Youngwood 
has  also  taken  a  great  many.  While  it  is  with 
great  reluctance  that  we  leave  our  homes  here  to 
go  to  other  places,  but  we  do  not  have  the  millions 
and  we  have  to  work  for  those  who  have.  But  it 
has  been  quite  a  help  to  us.  as  long  runs  of  thirty- 
eight  and  forty  hours  have  been  reduced  to  ten  or 
twelve.  Again,  we  are  not  obliged  to  classify  the 
trains.  I  notice  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  B.  of  R.  T. 
journal  a  letter  from  our  sister  Lodge  No.  63.  in 
which  the  correspondent  says  that  they  have  more 
conductors  belonging  to  their  Lodge  than  our 
entire  membership,  and  not  one  of  them  could 
be  induced  to  come  to  us  under  any  pretense.  I 
do  not  know  how  many  conductors  belong  to  this 
Lodge,  but  we  have  twenty-one  in  good  standing. 
Now,  it  is  not  our  aim  to  cause  any  commotion 
between  any  of  our  sister  Lodges,  as  we.  if  I  un- 
derstand the  case,  are.one  and  all  working  for  the 
welfare  of  all  who  are  heartily  in  sympathy  with 
organization.  Co  a  respondent. 

Everson,  Pa. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  is  with  the  deepest  feeling  and  gratitude  that 
I  write  these  few  lines  to  The  Conductob  to  try 
and  show  the  appreciation  felt  by  one  of  the  storm 
sufferers  who  lost  all  earthly  possessions  except 
the  clothes  on  my  back.  My  family  was  never 
heard  from  and  I  was  left,  as  I  thought,  without  a 
friend,  but  very  soon  found  that  the  Brothers  of 
Division  7  had  quietly  and  quickly  taken  in  the 
situation  and  help  was  extended  at  once.  I  count 
myself  fortunate  in  having  the  privilege  of  being 


a  member  of  the  noble  Order. '  It  is  fortunate, 
also,  that  we  have  as  members,  men  who  appreci- 
ate helping  an  unfortunate' Brother.  Words  are 
inadequate  to  express  the  sentiments  that  fill  my 
heart  when  I  realize  how  the  membership  gladly 
'  came  to  the  front  so  nobly  in  the  assistance  of  their 
Brother. 

It  is  one.  if  not  the  grandest  example  that  could 
be  shown  to  prospective  members— the  fraternal 
feeling  that  is  exhibited-the  personification  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Order.  It  is  indeed 
that  I  try  in  this  humble  manner  to  express  to  my 
Brothers  my  gratitude.  I  will  always  look  back  te 
the  date  when  I  came  into  the  ranks  of  the  noble 
Order  as  one  of  the  happiest  in  my  life.  I  shall 
never  forget  your  kindness.  Kindly  accept  my 
thanks  and  believe  me.  I  am  a  life-long  friend. 

Division  18.  Joe  W.  Tayloi. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Divis- 
ion draws  near,  the  matter  of  what  are  we  going  to 
do  for  the  old  conductor  forces  itself  to  my  mind. 
I  think  we  should  decide  while  at  St.  Paul  upon 
some  means  to  do  away  with  this  subject.  It  has 
been  discussed  in  our  Fraternal  department  for 
nearly  two  years,  and  I  do  think  the  membership 
of  our  noble  Order  should  be  able,  through  its  del- 
egates, to  come  to  some  conclusion.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  the  farm  at  all.  I  am  sure  I  would  make  a 
very  poor  farmer,  and  I  don't  think  there  are 
twenty-five  members  of  our  Order  who  would  be 
any  better.  I  have  seen  it  tried,  and  have  never 
yet  seen  a  conductor  who  has  spent  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years'  service  on  a  railroad  that  made 
a  success  of  farming.  I  believe  when  a  conductor 
is  incapacitated  from  following  his  profession  from 
any  cause  whatever— age  limit,  sickness  or  any- 
thing else— he  should  be  entitled  to  his  full  amount 
of  insurance,  if  he  needs  it  and  carries  it  in  the 
Order.  We  have  got  to  pay  this  Insurance  some 
time,  anyway,  and  why  not  give  the  Brother 
the  benefit  of  it  while  he  is  living  to  help 
him  to  take  care  of  his  loved  ones,  and  thus  not  be 
a  burden  on  his  fellow  Brothers.  Many  of  our  old 
conductors  of  today,  if  they  had  two  thousand  dol- 
lars at  once,  could  invest  it  so  it  would  keep  them 
the  balance  of  their  days.  And  I  also  believe  our 
insurance  laws  should  be  changed  so  as  to  cover  a 
wider  scope  of  disabilities,  such  as  paralysis,  loco- 
motor ataxia  and  rheumatism;  in  fact,  anything 
that  would  render  a  Brother  incapacitated  from 
following  his  profession.  I  think  it  would  bean 
incentive  to  induce  all  new  members  to  carry  the 
full  amount.  $3,000.00  of  insurance,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  assessments  would  be  any  heavier  on  the 
members,  as  a  whole  (How  about  that,  Brother  In- 
gram?) and  thus  forever  settle  the  question  of 
what  are  we  going  to  do  with  the  old  conductors. 

No  doubt  there  will  be  a  number  of  candidates 
for  the  offices  of  the  Grand  Division.  I  think  there 
is  one  office  that  should  be  filled  by  a  unanimous 
vote  with  a  large  bouquet,  and  that  is  the  one  of 
our  Grand  Chief  Conductor— Brother  Clark.  He 
has  surely  given  us  good  service:  a  true  and  loyal 
Brother  and  an  efficient  officer,  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  cutting  down  his  salary.  The  increase  in 
membership  in  the  Order  since  1890.  and  what 
Brother  Clark  has  done  to  build  up  the  Order  in 
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it  ten  years  should  be  positive  proof  of  bis 
I  worth  to  us  ass  leader.  He  should  receive 
inimous  vote  of  every  delegate  for  bis  re- 
ts. If  I  am  not  too  late  I  hope  to  get  this  in 
i  April  issue.  Perhaps  Brother  Anderson 
ive  the  switch  open  for  me  if  I  hurry.  Hop- 
lee  you  at  St.  Paul.  O.  H.  Ayers.  • 

nington.  111. 

(9 

Railway  Conductor 

mg  the  future  by  the  past  we  may  expect 
:  suits  during  the  year  1901.  and  if  all  of  us 
our  duty  I  am  sure  we  will  have  success.  I 
believe  in  doing  my  best,  no  matter  how 
be  task.  As  it  has  fallen  my  lot  to  repre- 
y  Division  in  the  capacity  of  correspondent 
endeavor  to  do  my  duty.  We  haven't  many 
«  in  the  last  month.  Brother  Reynolds  is 
bed  on  account  of  a  badly  mashed  arm.  but 
:  be  will  pull  through  all  right.  Brother  J. 
1  is  running  in  place  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Griffin, 
r  Edmondson  is  sick  and  Brother  Crumpler 
31ing  the  punch  on  his  run.  Brother  Heck 
aeat  and  nice  in  his  new  uniform.  He  has 
i  freight  service  for  a  long  time.  But  at  the 
ime  they  do  not  strike  a  picnic  when  they 
tnce  to  run  a  passenger  train  through  this 
y,  and  I  guess  they  have  found  it  out  before 
I  have  had  a  dose  of  it  for  seven  years 
b  this  mining  country, 
tice  a  letter  of  a  few  words  in  the  March 
ictob  from  Brother  D.  L.  Anderson.  Bas- 
>hio,  in  regard  to  the  old  and  disabled  con- 
s.  Of  course  it  was  bis  idea  of  pensioning 
1  conductor.  Brothers,  in  general  we  speak 
linion  and  have  different  ideas,  but  what 
lat  amount  to  if  we  do  not  put  our  shoulder 
wheel  and  make  some  arrangements  for  the 
ed  conductor?  Years  are  swiftly  passing:  by 
:  all  will  soon  be  old  and  disabled  from  run- 
s  conductor:  so  let  us  make  a  start  toward 
1901.  Brothers.  I  want  to  give  some  of  you 
overhauling  about  not  attending  the  Divi- 
rtener.  You  very  well  know  I  jump  on  to 
ke  a  duck  on  a  June  bug  when  I  meet  you. 
>ys  are  not  compelled  to  give  every  Sunday. 
ynr  young  and  old  wives  will  excuse  you  a 
rare  as  much  as  two  Sundays  in  a  month, 
field.  W.  Va,  E.  T.  Spbncbr. 

■  Railway  Conductor: 

her  Riley  Miller,  who  was  quite  seriously  in- 
December  31.  has  returned  to  work.  Brother 
5  ti  ffler  was  called  home  to  Basalt  on  account 
serious  illness  of  his  father.  Brother  Bill 
i  has  gone  to  St.  Louis.  Brother  Fred  Rob- 
is  been  appointed  traveling  conductor  on 
Railway,  which  goes  to  show  the  officials 
ciate  the  fact  that  there  is  plenty  of  good 
ial  among  its  conductors.  Brother  A.  Mob- 
working  out  of  Fort  Worth.  Tex. 
Sisters  of  Auxiliary  148  gave  a  fancy  dress 
ebruary  22.  It  was  voted  a  great  success  both 
ly  and  financially.  The  grand  march,  con- 
z  of  nearly  one  hundred  couples,  was  led  by 
er  and  Sister  Robert!.  An  elegant  supper, 
i  was  well  patronized,  was  furnished  by  Sis- 
'ilkey.  We  danced  until  2:30  a.  m..  when  the 
stra  was  reported  in  a  state  of  collapse  and 
instruments  dead  from  fast  and  furious  play- 


ing. We  left  declaring  it  the  swellest  event  ef  the 
season. 

Th«  C.  M.  have  just  placed  in  service  five  new 
ninety-six-ton  Baldwin  engines,  and  they  are 
whales  when  it  comes  to  handling  cars  up  the  four 
per  cent. 

The  Colorado  Springs  &  Cripple  Creek  District 
railway  was  completed  March  20.  They  are  now 
open  and  ready  for  business.  This  is  the  new  short 
line  into  Cripple  Creek,  the  greatest  gold  mining 
camp  on  earth.  Colorado  is  still  coming  to  the 
front. .  Brother  E.  E.  Clark  organised  Gold  Coin 
Division  375  at  Florence.  Colo..  February  24.  Rail- 
road business  is  on  the  boom  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  All  the  roads  are  doing  a  heavy  through 
freight  business.  California  oranges  are  troviug 
east  in  full  trains,  and  lots  of  them  to  come,  with 
soldier  trains  and  United  States  supplies  going 
west,  all  of  which  means  a  good  healthy  pay  check 
next  month.  Our  old  friend.  Hot  Tamales.  is  as 
ready  to  roast  us  as  he  was  when  we  broke  for 
him  year  ago.  Let  her  go.  old  boy:  I'll  see  you 
nexttime  I  come  up  to  the  capital. 

Colorado  Springs.  Colo.  Utb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

We  are  not  having  the  most  beautiful  weather 
this  part  of  the  country  ever  experienced.  Hicks 
wants  rain  and  the  hog  wants  snow,  and  from  the 
look  of  the  elements  the  good  Lord  is  trying  to 
please  both,  and  oh.  my.  what  a  muss  they  have 
made  out  of  it. 

Looking  over  the  different  communications  in 
The  Conductor  I  see  the  home  for  the  old  con- 
ductor is  still  being  agitated.  I  said  in  a  former 
letter  I  thought  the  idea  a  mistaken  one.  and  I  say 
again,  the  matter  of  a  home  for  the  old  conductor, 
besides  the  one  he  has.  never  will  be  popular. 
There  is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between  an 
old  soldier  and  an  old  railroader.  If  such  a  thing 
as  a  home  for  the  railway  man  bad  been  a  possi- 
bility the  different  railway  companies  throughout 
the  country  would  have  adopted  that  plan  instead 
of  the  pension  feature.  There  is  but  one  plan,  if 
vou  want  to  do  anything  for  the  old  conductor. 
You  will  have  to  arrange  some  plan  whereby  you 
will  be  able  to  pension  them.  That  is  the  only  one 
that  will  meet  the  approbation  of  all  concerned. 
I  see  a  very  sensible  letter  from  Atlanta.  180:  some 
food  for  thought  to  all  Divisions  sending  dele- 
gates to  St.  Paul.  In  considering  the  Wilkesbarre 
circular  it  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
after  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division.  So  if  it 
lays  on  the  table  it  won't  hurt  any  one.  We  are 
not  ready  for  a  change  yet. 

No.  223  feels  very  kindly  toward  the  ladies  of 
Auxiliary  77  for  their  donation  along  financial 
lines.  Sisters,  whenever  your  treasury  becomes 
overburdened  with  too  much  of  the  filthy  lucre, 
come:  we  will  surely  find  you  a  place  of  deposit. 
We  are  sorry  you  did  not  elect  a  correspond- 
ent at  your  last  election.  Speaking  of  con- 
tributions for  the  home  I  see  a  Philadelphia 
Brother  speaks  of  Carnegie  and  others  giv- 
ing. Now.  if  it  was  to  found  a  library 
or  something  to  gain  a  name  it  might  be  possible, 
but  when  you  ask  those  multi-millionaires  to  build 
a  home  or  build  and  endow  a  hospital  for  the  poor, 
the  sick,  and  the  maimed,  the  Carnegies.  Rocke- 
fellers and  those  people  of  great  wealth  don't  know 
what  suffering  is  yet.  Some  people  call  them  phi- 
lanthropists. I  don't.  In  all  the  giving  they  have 
done  they  have  failed  along  the  Tine  of  the  Mas- 
ter's teachings.  Christ  Jesus  came  to  save  that 
which  was  lost,  but  he  did  not  forget  to  open  the 
eyes,  unstop  the  ears  and  heal  the  sick.  We  don't 
want  to  read  until  we  are  put  in  a  fit  condition  to 
read. 

We  had  an  initiation  on  the  25tb.  and  had  quite 
a  nice  time,  but,  O.  what  William  did  for  that  poor 
boy  was  terrible.  Billy,  not  being  in  service  for 
some  time.  and.  like  all  goats,  was  somewhat  buck 
ish.  and  the  first  grab  the  Brother  made  landed 
him  square  on  the  floor;  but  the  boys  said  he  must 
ride  that  goat,  and  they  gathered  him  up  and  load- 
ed him  on.  and  the  way  he  was  cantered  around 
that  room  didn't  make  it  necessary  for  him  to 
have  on  coat  or  vest  to  keep  warm.  But  Brother 
Norris  came  out  of  the  terrible  ordeal  a  full- 
fledged  member  of  the  O.  R.  C.  J.  W.  Rankin. 

Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 
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FRATERNAL  INSURANCE. 

False  Statements  in  Application  Avoids 
Insurance. 

1.  When  an  applicant  for  a  life  certifi- 
cate falsely  states  that  there  is  nothing 
in  his  physical  condition  tending  to 
shorten  his  life  which  is  not  set  out  in 
his  application,  when  his  shoulder  was  in 
a  serions  condition  as  the  result  of  a  gun- 
shot wound  and  an  operation,  which  was 
not  disclosed,  the  association  is  not 
estopped  from  relying  thereon  as  a  de- 
fense to  the  policy  by  the  fact  that  the 
applicant  called  the  agent's  attention  to 
the  arm,  and  showed  his  use  thereof. 

2.  When  an  applicant  for  a  certificate 
states  that  he  never  used  narcotics,  the 
association  cannot  defeat  [a  liability 
thereon  by  showing  a  use  of  narcotics 
which  did  not  amount  to  a  custom  or  a 
habit.  But  where  the  representations 
were  made  the  basis  of  the  contract  of 
insurance,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
association  would  not  be  liable  in  case 
they  were  untrue.  Held,  that  a  statement 
in  the  application  that  the  insured  did 
not  and  never  had  used  narcotics  was 
a  warranty,  which,  if  untrue,  would 
avoid  the  policy,  though  such  statement 
was  made  through  mistake,  and  in  good 
faith. 

National  Fraternity  vs.  Karnes.  Tex.  S.  C.  Jan. 
9. 1901. 

4 

Suicide  Clause— When  Not  Binding  on 
Members. 

An  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  a 
fraternal  or  mutual  benefit  society  was 
adopted,  changing  the  conditions  of  the 
benefit  certificate  so  as  to  provide  that, 
if  insured  committed  suicide  while  either 
sane  or  insane,  it  should  be  void,  which 
condition  should  be  made  a  part  of  every 
certificate,  and  be  binding  on  both  mem- 
ber and  order,  and  which  no  officer  or 


agent  could  waive.  After  its  adoption, 
insured  made  application  for  insurance, 
which  stipulated  that  it  was  made  subject 
to  all  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
and  by-laws,  and  received  one  of  the  old 
certificates  because  the  new  form  had  not 
been  issued,  which  was  signed  by  the 
proper  officers,  providing  that  the  policy 
should  be  void  if  he  committed  suicide, 
unless  he  was  insane  at  the  time.  He 
committed  suicide  while  insane.  Held, 
that  the  order  was  liable  on  the  certifi- 
cate, since  the  amendment  was  not  a 
general  provision  of  the  constitution,  nor 
a  general  by-law  declaring  all  certificates 
void  if  the  insured  committed  suicide, 
but  .it  declares  void  only  certificates  of 
which  it  shall  be  made  a  part. 

Sovereign  Camp  Woodmen,  etc..  vs.  Fraley  et. 
al..  Texas  S.  C.  Jan.  7. 1901. 

Fraternal  Insurance— Burden  of  Defense- 
Instruction. 

In  an  action  to  recover  on  a  certificate, 
on  appeal  the  court  held: 

1.  If  the  insured  had  violated  any  of 
the  conditions  of  the  insurance  contract, 
such  as  failing  to  keep  in  good  standing, 
etc.,  that  is  matter  of  defense  of  which 
defendant  has  the  burden,  and  such  vio- 
lation need  not  be  negatived  by  the  com- 
plaint. 

2.  The  fact  that  the  insured  died  of  a 
pistol-shot  wound  in  the  right  temple, 
under  circumstances  strongly  indicating 
that  he  killed  himself,  did  not  make  it 
error  for  the  court  to  submit  the  issue  of 
suicide  to  the  jury,  and  the  decision 
against  the  society  having  the  burden  of 
proving  suicide  will  not  be  disturbed  on 
appeal. 

3.  That  the  jury  was  properly  instructed 
that  in  determining  whether  the  defense 
of  suicide  was  proved  or  not,  it  was 
proper  to  consider  the  instinctive  love  of 
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sh  ordinarily  exists  in  the  human 

and  that,  as  a  rule,  men  attempt 

erve  their  lives.   Judgment  for 

affirmed. 

e  Lodge  K.  of  P.  vs.  Anna  Poster,  Ind. 
■ch  2. 1901. 

4 

Hon  and  By-Laws— Sick  Benefits— 
'ary  Contribution. 

the  constitution  of  a  fraternal 
ion  provided  that  members  who 
become  seriously  ill  within  six 

after  joining  the  association 
receive  an  "arbitrary  contribu- 
erefor,  but  the  value  or  amount 

contribution  was  not  explained 

constitution  or  by-laws.   A  mem- 

the  association  was  taken  seri- 

1  before  he  had  been  a  member 

issociation  six  months,  and  the 

\  continued  over  that  time.  Held, 

could  not  recover  a  sick  benefit 

i  association  since  the  constitu- 

d  by-laws,  in  failing  to  fix  the 

of  the  contribution,  did  not  form 

for  recovery  for  a  sickness  com- 

;  within  the  six  months. 

vs.  The  S.  D.  L.  Union.  Tex.  S.  C.  A.. 
00. 

•ing  Suit  Within  Prescribed  Time— 
e  in  By-Laws — Effect. 
lere  a  benefit  certificate  provided 
action  thereon  must  be  brought 
i  year  from  the  death  of  the  in- 
suit  commenced  by  filing  a  peti- 
Eore  the  expiration  of  the  year 
-hich  summons  was  not  issued 
:er  the  expiration  of  the  year,  can- 
laintained  under  the  code  of  Iowa, 
t  20,  57: 

lere  a  by-law  was  adopted  pre- 
;  a  new  form  of  certificate,  pro- 
hat  action  could  not  be  brought 
until  proof  of  death,  and  claim- 
ant had  been  filed  and  passed  on 
oard  of  trustees,  and  then  should 
ght  within  a  year  after  the  action 
oard,  an  action  on  the  first  certifi- 
ought  within  a  year  after  rejection 
laim  by  the  board  of  trustees,  but 
tin  a  year  from  the  death  of  the 
,  was  not  brought  in  time,  since 
aw  had  no  retroactive  effect,  but 
•ed  only  a  new  form  of  certificate 
to  future  contracts. 

Woodmen  of  America  vs.  Banersfield. 
.  C.  Dec.  27. 1900. 


What  Constitutes  "Riding"  on  a  Car. 

In  an  action  on  an  accident  policy  for 
an  injury  alleged  to  have  occurred  while 
plaintiff  was  boarding  a  car  and  in  doing 
so  slipped  and  fell  on  the  steps  and 
claimed,  under  the  combination  provision 
of  the  policy,  which  promised  double 
benefits  for  injury  while  riding  as  a  pas- 
senger in  or  on  a  public  conveyance,  the 
court  in  defending  the  term  "riding"  on 
a  car  or  other  public  conveyance  held  that 
the  contention  that  the  plaintiff  who  at- 
tempted to  board  the  car  and  fell  on  the 
steps  was  not  actually  riding  on  the  car 
when  the  injury  occurred,  and  not,  there- 
fore, entitled  to  recovery,  was  unsound. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  passengers  may  be 
said  to  be  riding  from  the  time  they  board 
any  part  of  the  car  until  they  have  alighted 
from  the  same. 

Powers  vs.  Ontario  Accident  Ins.  Co.,  Ontario 
Divisional  Court.  Jan..  1901. 

Train  Service— Negligence  in  Alighting 
From  Train— Train  Servant. 

1.  A  complaint  which  charged  that  de- 
fendant's servant,  a  brakeman,  negli- 
gently advised,  directed,  commanded  and 
assisted  plaintiff  to  alight  from  a  moving 
train  after  it  had  started  to  leave  plain- 
tiff's station  and  was  moving  so  rapidly 
that  the  brakeman  knew  it  was  dangerous 
to  alight,  and  the  defendant  suddenly 
started  the  train  to  going  faster  as  plain- 
tiff went  to  step  off,  thereby  injuring  him 
sufficiently  charges  defendant  company 
with  actionable  negligence. 

2.  The  relation  of  passenger  and  car- 
rier is  not  dominated  by  the  passenger's 
failure  to  alight  at  his  destination  within 
the  time  allowed  by  stopping  the  train. 

3.  It  is  not  necessarily  negligence  for  a 
passenger  to  alight  from  a  moving  train, 
or  to  rely  on  the  directions  of  the  brake- 
man  that  he  can  do  so  in  safety,  and  one 
induced  to  do  so  by  the  company's  ser- 
vant may  recover  for  the  injury  result- 
ing. 

P.  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry,  vs.  Gray.  Ind.  S.  C.  March. 
1901. 

A  Novel  Damage  Suit. 

A  novel  damage  suit  has  been  filed  in 
the  Clinton  County,  Ind.,  Circuit  Court. 
The  suit  grew  out  of  the  tact  that  Charles 
Long,  who  was  a  brakeman  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Clover  Leaf  Railway  Company 
until  the  recent  wreck  of  a  train  near 
Greentown,  when  the  company  discharged 
him,  claiming  that  the  wreck  was  the  re- 
sult of  Long's  disobeying  orders.  When 
Long  was  discharged  the  company  owed 
him  $69  and  he  sued  for  the  amount.  The 
railroad  company  has  in  turn  sued  Long 
for  $5,000  damages  for  causing  the  Green- 
town  wreck.  The  suit  is  being  watched 
by  railroad  companies  and  employes  alike 
ill 


all  over  the  state. 
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OFFICIAL  CHANGES. 


Samuel  Spencer  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio. 

L.  S.  Thome  has  been  chosen  first  vice- 
president  of  the  Texas  &  Pacific. 

J.  A.  Barnard  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Peoria  &  Pekin  Union. 

A.  B.  Andrews  has  been  chosen  first 
vice-president  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio. 

W.  W.  Finley  has  been  chosen  second 
vice-president  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio. 

Joseph  S.  Harris  has  resigned  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading. 

E.  N.  Armstrong  has  been  chosen  vice- 
president  of  the  Peoria  &  Pekin  Union. 

Y.  Van  den  Berg  has  resigned  as  first 
vice-president  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville. 

J.  H.  Simpson  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  general  manager  of  the  Pere 
Marqnette. 

George  F.  Montgomery  has  resigned  as 
general  manager  of  the  Tombigbee  & 
Northern. 

M.  A.  Lally  has  resigned  as  trainmaster 
of  the  Choctaw  Oklahoma  &Gulf  at  South 
McAlester,  I.  T. 

H.  A.  Stevens  has  been  appointed  act- 
ing general  superintendent  of  the  Toledo 
St.  Louis  &  Western. 

B.  A.  Peck  has  resigned  as  general 
superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  Iron 
Mountain  &  Southern. 

J.  M.  Hubert  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  Iron 
Mountain  &  Southern. 

O.  W.  Runyan  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant trainmaster  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Lines  at  Columbus,  O. 

Sidney  H.  March  has  been  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  Birmingam  &  Atlantic.  Head- 
quarters at  New  York. 

E.  D.  Morgan  has  been  elected  vice- 

g resident  and  treasurer  of  the  Rio  Grande 
ierre  Madre  &  Pacific. 

J.  J.  Kress  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  Arkansas  Southwestern. 
Office  at  Pike  City,  Ark. 

George  F.  Baer  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading,  vice 
Joseph  S.  Harris,  resigned. 


J.  E.  Dalrymple  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  general  manager  or  the  Grand. 
Trunk.   Office  at  Montreal,  P.  Q. 

Peter  Boyd   has  been   elected  vice- 

S resident  of  the  Caldwell  &  Northern  .- 
[eadquarters  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

J.  A.  McDuffie  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Brunswick  &  Bir- 
mingham.  Office  at  Brunswick,  Ga. 

H.  A.  Clare  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Marietta  Columbus 
&  Cleveland.   Office  at  Marietta,  O. 

A.  W.  Graham  has  been  chosen  first 
vice-president  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville, vice  Y.  Van  den  Berg,  resigned. 

J.  E.  A.  Robillard  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Quebec  division  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific.   Office  at  Quebec. 

E.  A.  Geiger  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Brockville  Westport  fir 
Sault.Ste.  Marie.  Office  at  Brockville,  Ont. 

D.  B.  Cunningham  has  been  appointed' 
general  superintendent  of  the  Marietta 
Columbus  &  Cleveland.  Office  at  Mariet- 
ta, O. 

A.  Clark  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  southern  division  of  the- 
Mexican  National.  Office  at  City  of  Mex- 
ico, Mex. 

A.  B.  Shrantz  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant train  and  roadmaster  of  the  Kansas- 
City  Fort  Scott  &Memphis.  Office  at  Os- 
ceola, Ark. 

Louis  Ohlinger  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Richmond  division. 
of  the  Pennsylvania  lines.  Office  at  Rich- 
mond, Ind. 

W.  H.  Thornton  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Marietta  division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  lines,  vice  L.  Ohlinger 
transferred. 

John  B.  Murphy  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Montgomery  division 
of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio.  Office  at  Mont- 
gomery, Ala. 

W.  E.  Hendershot  has  been  appointed 
assistant  trainmaster  of  the  Martinsville 
division  of  O.  R.  R.  Office  at  New 
Martinsville. 

Sam'l   H.  Tally  has 
trainmaster  of  the  W; 
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the  Lehigh  Valley.  Office  at  Wilkesbarre, 
Pennsylvania. 

K.  A.  Goring  has  bejen  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Toledo  division*  of  the  To- 
ledo St.  Louis  &  Western.  Office  at 
Frankfort,  Ind. 

J.  G.  Reeves  has  been  chosen  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Columbus 
Wellston  &  Southern.  Headquarters  at 
Lancaster,  Ohio. 

S.  B.  Zartman  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  division 
of  the  Toledo  St.  Louis  &  Western.  Office 
at  Charleston,  111. 

H.  M.  Taylor  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  San  Luis  Potosi  di- 
vision of  the  Mexican  National.  Office  at 
San  Luis  Potosi,  Mex. 

It  is  rumored  that  F.  D.  Underwood  has 
been  selected  as  president  Of  the  Erie  to 
succeed  E.  B.  Thomas,  who  is  to  become 
chairman  of  the  board. 

A.  E.  Toulon  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Cairo  division  of  the  Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati  Chicago  &  St.  Louis. 
Office  at  Mt.  Carmel,  111. 

W.  J.  Singleton  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Ottawa  division  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  in  addition  to  his  duties 
as  superintendent  of  terminals. 

A.  DeBernardi  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Kansas  and  Colorado 
divisions  of  the  Missouri  Pacific.  Head- 
quarters at  Osawatomie,  Kans. 

E.  W.  Moore,  formerly  trainmaster  of 
the  Mobile  &  Ohio  at  Murphysboro,  has 
been  appointed  trainmaster  at  Meridian, 
Miss.,  vice  H.  L.  Hungerford  transferred. 

Joseph  Dickson  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent or  the  Hot  Springs  Railroad  com- 
pany, vice  Jay  Morton,  resigned.  Office 
In  the  Union  Trust  Building,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

H.  L.  Hungerford,  formerly  trainmas- 
ter for  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  at  Meridian, 
Miss.,  has  been  transferred  to  Tusca- 
loosa, Ala.,  in  place  of  W.  N.  Jones,  re- 
signed. 
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C.  R.  Nedrow  has  been  appointed  di- 
vision superintendent  of  the  Fort  Scott, 
Wichita  and  Austin  divisions  of  the  Mis- 
souri Pacific  system,  wifh  office  at  Wich- 
ita, Kans. 

A.  H.  Smith,  formerly  superintendent 
of  the  Michigan  division  of  the  L.  S.  & 
M.  S.,  has  been  appointed  assistant  gen- 
eral superintendent.  Headquarters  at 
Cleveland,  O. 

A.  Merrifield  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant master  of  trains  of  the  Nashville, 
Florence  &  Sheffield  Railway,  Louisville 
&  Nashville  Railroad  company,  including 
Columbia  yard. 

E.  R.  Walter  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Cripple  Creek  district 
terminals  of  the  Colorado  Springs  & 
Cripple  Creek  District  Railway.  Office  at 
Cripple  Creek,  Colo. 

John  R.  Horgan,  formerly  trainmaster 
of  the  Buffalo  division  of  the  L.  S.  &  M. 
S.,  has  been  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  Michigan  division  of  the  L.  S.  &  M. 
S.,  with  office  at  Toledo,  O. 

J.  F.  Sims  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  Central  branch,  Rooks 
County  Railroad,  and  Pacific  Railway  in 
Nebraska,  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  sys- 
tem.  Headquarters  at  Concordia,  Kans. 

W.  E.  Green  has  resigned  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  southern  division  of  the. 
Kansas  City  Southern,  and  has  accepted 
a  similar  position  with  the  Gulf  Colorado 
&  Santa  Fe,  with  headquarters  at  Cle- 
burne, Tex. 

E.  J.  Ward  has  been  appointed  division 
superintendent  of  the  Kansas  City  and 
Southwestern  division,  Kansas  and  Ari- 
zona, Verdigris  and  other  divisions  in 
that  territorv  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  sys- 
tem, with  office  at  Osawatomie,  Kans. 

E.  C.  Tomlinson,  formerly  division  su- 
perintendent of  the  P.  &  R.  and  for  a  short 
time  assistant  to  general  superintendent 
of  the  T.  St.  L.  &  W.,  has  been  appointed 
division  superintendent  of  the  Choctaw 
Oklahoma  &  Gulf.  Office  at  South  Mc- 
Alester,  I.  T. 
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liAPORTANT  NOTICE  TO  DELE 
OATE5. 

In  order  that  the  delegates,  members  of 
their  families  and  friends  who  will  at- 
tend the  Grand  Division  session  in  St. 
Paul,  may  fully  understand  the  plan  which 
has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  Executive 
Committee  In  the  matter  of  issuing  badges 
to  visitors,  we  herewith  call  attention  to 
that  plan,  and  urge  that  it  be  given  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all.  Brother  Goss 
writes: 

"We  will  issue  to  every  one  of  our  guests 
the  handsomest  souvenir  badge  ever 
given  out  on  a  like  occasion  The  badge 
is  an  expensive  one,  and  we  feel  sure  will 
be  prized  as  a  souvenir  by  all  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  get  one.  This  badge 
will  be  a  passport  for  every  visitor  to  the 
entertainments  and  pleasure  trips  which 
we  have  arranged  for;  no  one  except  our 
guests  get  any  of  these  badges,  and  they 
can  only  get  them  by  calling  in  person  at 
headquarters  and  registering  their  names, 
giving  residence,  etc.  This  rule  will  be 
strictly  enforced,  and  applies  to  the  la- 
dies as  well  as  the  gentlemen.  Each  badge 
is  numbered,  and  the  number  of  the  badge 
for  the  party  registering  will  appear  op- 
posite the  name.  We  have  adopted  this 
plan  so  that  there  will  be  no  opportu- 
nity for  badges  to  get  into  the  hands  of 
people  who  are  not  entitled  to  them." 

The  plan  submitted  by  Brother  Goss  is 
a  most  admirable  one  in  many  ways,  and 
certainly  should  be  appreciated  by  our 
members.  It  is  quite  novel  and  has  in  it 
features  that  certainly  recommend  it  to  us 
as  "the  best  thing  yet  out." 

When  you  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly,  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name,  Division  number  and  address. 

The  Secretary  of  Division  3  desires  the 
address  of  C.  W.  Sargent,  formerly  a 
member  of  that  Division. 
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Brother  M.  L.  Phelps,  Chief  Conductor 
of  Division  244,  desires  the  address  of  W. 
H.  McNulty,  formerly  a  member  of  Divis- 
ion 111. 

The  secretary  of  Division  287  reports 


that  Brother  Charles  Wathington  of  that 
Division  was  married  to  Mrs.  Rowe  on 
the  5th  inst. 
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We  are  in  receipt  of  ball  invitations 
from  Divisions  161,  295  and  329.  We  ap- 
preciate this  kindness  and  extend  thanks 
to  those  remembering  us. 

«3 

The  anti-cigarette  bill  was  killed  in  the 
Wisconsin  senate  by  a  vote  of  15  to  12. 
There  was  no  debate,  and  upon  call  for 
the  ayes  and  nays  the  bill  was  defeated. 

Brother  T.  B.  Watson,  of  Division  58, 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  April  2, 
1901,  in  the  city  of  Highland  Park,  Ills. 
Brother  Watson  says  comments  are  in 
order. 

Brother  W.  A.  Darling  of  La  Cross, 
Wis.,  desires  the  address  of  Frank  Clark, 
who,  when  last  heard  from,  was  running 
out  of  Denver.  His  mother  is  danger- 
ously ill. 

Brother  W.  E.  Hendershot  of  Division 
369  has  been  appointed  assistant  train- 
master of  the  Martinsville  division  of  the 
Ohio  River  railroad.  The  Conductor 
wishes  Brother  Hendershot  success. 


We  are  requested  by  the  A.  M.  C.  &  B. 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  mention  the  fact  that 
the  trouble  which  has  existed  between 
Swift  &  Co.,  packers,  and  organized  la- 
bor, has  been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and 
the  said  firm  is  now  upon  the  fair  list. 
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On  March  3,  both  houses  of  congress 
passed  the  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  Pro- 
mote the  Safety  of  Employes,"  etc.,  by 
requiring  common  carriers  engaged  in 
interstate  commerce  to  equip  their  cars 
with  automatic,  couplers  and  continuous 
brakes,  etc. 

Brother  H.  J.  Johnson,  of  Division  225, 
has  opened  a  new  and  elegantly  equipped 
hostlery  at  805  Tonawanda  street,  near 
the  Exposition  grounds  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  invites  correspondence  with  regard 
to  rates  from  all  who  contemplate  a  visit 
there  this  summer.   Brothers  desiring  to 
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extend  their  Saint  Paul  trip  to  Buffalo 
can  have  rooms  reserved  by  giving  notice 
of  same. 

■& 

The  picture  showing  a  box  car  entering 
the  store  of  a  Houston,  Texas,  merchant, 
that  appeared  in  our  March  number  was 
credited  to  Brother  Archer  by  error.  Mrs. 
T.  I.  Waters  of  Auxiliary  87  very  kindly 
secured  a  photograph  of  this  wreck  for 
us,  and  deserves  all  credit  and  thanks  for 
same. 

A  fraud,  who  is  in  possession  of  some 
stolen  letters,  old  Division  card,  etc.,  be- 
longing to,  and  issued  in  the  name  of, 
Brother  E.  L.  Campbell,  has  been  impos- 
ing upon  members,  beating  hotel  bills, 
etc.,  on  the  strength  of  these  credentials. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  one  to 
whom  these  are  presented  will  take  them 
up  and  send  them  to  the  general  office, 
and  that  the  holder  of  them  will  get  his 
just  deserts. 

Gunton's  Magazine  for  April  has  the 
following:  Government  ownership  of 
quasi-public  corporations;  Doom  of  the 
dictator;  The  Tuskegee  negro  confer- 
ence; Review  of  the  month;  Some  scien- 
tific aspects  of  the  woman  suffrage  ques- 
tion; Direct  nominations  by  petition;  and 
many  other  interesting  topics.  Published 
by  the  Gunton  Co.,  Union  Square,  N.  Y. 
$2.00  a  year. 
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We  are  requested  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Conductors'  Mutual  Aid 
Association  of  Chicago  participated  joint- 
ly with  "The  Old  Reliable"  in  the  recent 
trip  to  Cuba.  The  associations  held  their 
respective  conventions  and  the  members 
then  met  in  St.  Louis  and  joined  in  the 
excursion.  We  regret  that  mention  of 
this  participation  or  the  Mutual  Aid  was 
not  made  in  the  article  descriptive  of  this 
trip,  which  appeared  in  our  March  issue, 
and  which  was  written  by  a  lady  who  was 
one  of  the  party. 

The  Forum  for  April  is  an  interesting 
number,  and  contains  the  following:  Pre- 
liminary report  of  the  Isthmian  Canal 
Commission;  The  English  poor  law;  The 
radical  movement  of  the  democrat  party; 
Why  not  three  hundred  million  people? 
Notes  on  Italian  politics;  Our  neglected 
and  prospective  island  waterways;  The 
Hague  peace  conference;  Prohibition  in 
Kansas;  Limitations  of  monopoly;  The 
case  for  the  south;  The  grange;  and  The 
search  after  novelty  in  literature.  Pub- 
lished at  111  Fifth  avenue,  New  York. 
$3.00  a  year. 

You  want  the  latest  reliable  news  from 
our  new  possessions  in  the  Pacific.  Then 
read  The  Chicago  Times-Herald  and  keep 


informed  about  what  is  happening  in  the 
Philippine  and  Hawaiian  Islands,  as  well 
as  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  This  journal 
has  unexcelled  arrangements  for  getting 
all  the  news  and  getting  it  truthfully 
from  the  remotest  quarters  of  the  globe. 
Letters  from  such  famous  travelers  as 
Bob  Burdette  and  Frank  G.  Carpenter 
always  teem  with  interesting  and  quaint 
descriptions  of  unusual  sights.  It  is  al- 
most as  good  as  a  trip  abroad  to  read 
these  breezy  articles,  which  contain  so 
much  of  the  local  color  of  the  queer  sur- 
roundings from  which  they  are  written. 
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The  following  Division  Cards  have 
been  lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

CARD  NO.  NAME.  DIV.  NO. 

7   F.  C.  Williamson   1 

470   J.  C.  Jackson   53 

2182  _H.  G.  Williams  117 

4721  F.  E.  Prewett.  149 

5327  H.  L.  Taliaferro  380 

6385   W.  J.  McGrew  287 

7234  C.  H.  Owen._  _..  294 

7235   J.  B.  Terry  304 

7423  C.  A.  Miller.   91 

8901——  A.Clark    1 

8991  S.  W.  Burnham  395 

Brother  A.  G.  C.  C.  Garretson,  assisted 
by  Brothers  Maxwell,  Coon  and  Ander- 
son of  these  offices,  together  with  Broth- 
ers Stoik  and  Buffington  of  Division  33, 
organized  Division  410  at  Belle  Plaine, 
la.,  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  March 
24,  with  21  charter  members,  12  of  whom 
were  transfers.  A  very  lively  interest  was 
manifested  by  all  and  the  Division  starts 
off  with  every  assurance  that  it  will  be 
one  of  the  best  in  point  of  interest  in  the 
Order.  The  afternoon  session  was  de- 
voted to  organization,  election  and  ex- 
emplification of  the  work  by  Brother  Gar- 
retson. The  evening  session  completed 
the  business  on  hand,  and  in  addition  the 
work  was  exemplified  upon  four  candi- 
dates by  Brothei  Anderson.  Brother  M. 
J.  Hanson  will  officiate  as  its  first  Chief 
Conductor.  His  address  is  box  207,  Belle 
Plaine,  la.  Brother  W.  D.  Barnard,  Sec- 
retary, also  of  Belle  Plaine,  la. 

0 

A  member  of  the  Order  in  Texas  was 
recently  approached  by  a  man  who  pre- 
sented what  purported  to  be  a  receipt  for 
dues  from  Division  175,  which  was  pal- 
pably fraudulent.  He  gave  the  name  of 
N.  J.  Wheeler.  A  few  days  later  the  same 
man  approached  the  same  Brother,  and 
presented  a  receipt  in  the  name  of  Louis 
Aucoin,  purporting  to  have  been  issued 
bv  the  Secretary  of  Division  175.  Division 
175  did  have  a  member  named  Louis  Au- 
coin, who  was  suspended  in  1893,  and  who 
is  described  as  about  5  feet,  seven  oreight 
inches  high;  weight,  about  150  pounds; 
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black  hair,  dark  brown  eyes  and  very  dark 
complexion;  used  to  wear  a  black  mus- 
tache. This  description  is  said  to  fit  the 
man  who  presented  himself  under  the 
separate  names.  Whatever  the  gentle- 
man's name  may  be,  he  is  a  fraud,  and 
his  claims  to  membership  in  the  Order  are 
false  and  he  should  be  treated  according- 
ly. 

Brother  John  Lundrigan,  Chief  Conduc- 
tor of  Division  2,  and  whom  the  delegates 
of  the  26th  session  of  the  Grand  Division 
will  remember  as  an  active  and  earnest 
worker,  has  been  appointed  by  State  La- 
bor Commissioner  McMackin  of  New  York 
as  his  deputy.  In  the  notice  given  his 
appointment  by  the  press,  it  says: 

"Mr.  Lundrigan.  to  whom  is  tempora- 
rily assigned  the  duties  of  factory  inspec- 
tion, has  for  several  years  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors. 
He  was  supported  for  the  place  in  the 
new  department  of  labor  by  many  of  the 
labor  unions  in  western  New  York." 

The  Conductor  voices  the  sentiments 
of  the  members  everywhere  in  wishing 
Brother  Lundrigan  success,  and  returns 
thanks  for  the  Order  for  the  support  ren- 
dered him  by  our  sister  organizations. 
He  is  well  qualified  in  every  way  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  devolving  upon  the 
office,  and  we  feel  assured  that  his  service 
will  be  such  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  those 
who  lent  their  assistance  in  securing  for 
him  this  position.  He  has  been  an  ar- 
dent worker  in  politics,  and  his  services 
during  the  last  campaign  were  of  a  char- 
acter that,  in  our  opinion,  justly  warrants 
the  appointment. 

Without  doubt  many  of  our  readers 
have  enjoyed  the  illustrations  that  have 
appeared  in  The  Conductor,  sent  to  us 
by  members  of  the  Order  and  Auxiliaries. 
They  certainly  add  to  the  attractive 
features  of  any  publication  and  there  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  display  as 
interesting  a  line  of  illustrations  as  any 
magazine  published,  covering  as  we  do 
so  vast  a  territory  and  with  so  many 
members  to  draw  upon.  We  urge  that 
our  members  take  interest  in  this  respect 
and  use  special  effort  to  secure  for  The 
Conductor  photographs  of  odd  scenes 
and  scenes  of  general  interest  to  our 
members.  There  are  sufficient  occur- 
rences throughout  the  territory  covered 
by  The  Conductor  to  furnish  an  unlim- 
ited number  of  illustrations  if  our  mem- 
bers will  make  effort  to  secure  photographs 
of  them.  We  cannot  make  use  of  pictures 
of  engines  or  crews  in  ordinary  working 
service,  however,  as  they  would  be  of  no 
interest  to  any  except  those  directly  asso- 
ciated with  the  work.  We  would  caution 
those  sending  pictures  for  reproduction 
in  The  Conductor  to  avoid  folding  or 
creasing  them,  as  such  creases  show  in 


the  electrotypes.    Either  wrap  the  proofs 
around  a  cylinder  of  wood  or  pasteboard, 
or  place  them  between  heavy  pasteboard  t 
covers. 

a 

C.  W.  Saylor,  chief  conductor  of  West 
Philadelphia  Lodge  No.  162,  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors,  and  F.  J.  Fitch, 
chief  conductor  of  Quaker  City  Lodge 
No.  204.  Order  of  Railway  Conductors, 
aver  that  one  J.  K.  Van  Trump,  claiming 
residence  at  the  Windsor  Hotel,  is  getting 
advertisements  in  this  city  under  the  falu* 
pretense  that  he  is  endorsed  by  the  Order 
of  Railway  Conductors.  Messrs.  Saylor 
and  Fitch  assert  that  Mr.  Van  Trump  se- 
cured their  endorsement,  as  individuals, 
of  a  time  book  which  he  sells.  It  is  also  as- 
serted that  Mr.  Van  Trump  added  to  the 
original  letter  the  words,  "he  is  given 
authority  by  the  Order  of  Railway  Con- 
ductors to  solicit  advertisements  for  this 
book,"  which  statement,  it  is  said,  is  ab- 
solutely false. 

"Proprietor  Murphy,  of  the  Hotel  Scott, 
has  paid  this  man  $10  for  advertising/* 
said  Mr.  Fitch,  "and  Dickey,  the  hatter, 
at  Sixteenth  and  Market  streets,  has  been 
fleeced  by  him.  Van  Trump  claims  falsely 
that  he  is  a  former  member  of  our  Order. 
He  presented  his  letter  of  endorsement 
to  me  by  mistake  recently,  and  I  cut  my 
signature  from  the  letter." 

The  above  item  is  clipped  from  the 
Philadelphia  North  American  of  Satur- 
day, March  9.  The  gentleman  referred 
to  therein  is  described  by  the  Chief  Con- 
ductor of  162  as  being  of  medium  stature, 
slender  build,  smooth  shaven,  rather  dark 
complexion  and  about  thirty- five  years  of 
age.  It  is  always  dangerous  to  give  en- 
dorsements to  any  such  promoters  or 
propositions,  and  especially  where  any 
advertising  scheme  or  fake  is  involved. 

a 

The  appointment  of  Brother  James  C. 
Morris,  of  Division  270,  to  the  position  of 
state  commissioner  of  railroads  and  tele- 
graphs will  be  received  by  the  members 
of  the  order  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
and  satisfaction.  In  the  announcement 
of  his  appointment  the  Youngstown  Tele- 
gram says  in  part: 

"James  C.  Morris,  of  Youngstown,  was 
today  appointed  state  commissioner  of 
railroads  and  telegraphs  to  succeed  R.  S. 
Kaylor,  of  Alliance. 

"The  appointment  was  made  by  Gov- 
ernor George  K.  Nash  after  a  thorough 
consideration  of  the  situation  and  the 
choice  for  commissioner  is  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  of  tne  right 
man. 

"In  making  the  appointment  Governor 
Nash  has  recognized  the  qualities  of  Mr. 
Morris  as  shown  in  three  years  of  service 
in  the  department  of  which  he  was  chief 
inspector.  In  that  time  he  has  proven 
himself  in  every  way  competent. 
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"While  Mr.  Morris'  qualifications  for 
the  office  were  of  the  first  consideration 
in  the  selection,  he  nevertheless  had  be- 
hind him  one  of  the  strongest  backings 
that  has  ever  supported  a  man  for  an  ap- 
pointment*. The  entire  railroad  vote  of 
the  state,  with  hardly  an  exception,  asked 
for  his  appointment,  while  politicians  gen- 
erally were  unitedly  for  him.  This  was 
particulraly  true  in  Youngstown,  where 
not  a  voice  was  against  him. 

"No  one  was  more  pleased  than  Senator 
Wirt,  who  was  one  of  the  first  to  hear  of 
the  appointment." 

The  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  further 
says: 

"Despite  intimations  that  Railroad 
Commissioner  Kay  lor  would  be  re-ap- 
pointed, the  governor  today  announced 
that  the  position  would  go  to  J.  C.  Morris, 
who  has  been  chief  inspector  in  the  office 
of  the  commissioner  of  railroads  and 
telegraphs  for  four  years.  Mr.  Kaylor 
had  the  backing  of  Senators  Hanna  and 
Foraker,  and  of  Congressman  Dick,  but 
he  could  not  get  the  support  of  the  rail- 
road employes.  On  the  other  hand  Morris 
had  endorsements  from  the  chiefs  of  all 
the  great  railroad  employes'  organiza- 
tions, which  could  not  be  given  without 
the  approval  of  two-thirds  of  the  local  or- 
ganizations. 

"Mr.  Morris  is  a  Youngstown  man.  He 
was  successively  brakeman,  baggagemas- 
ter,  conductor  on  a  freight  train,  yard- 
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master  and  passenger  conductor.  During 
all  this  time,  twenty-two  years,  he  re- 
mained in  the  employ  of  one  company, 
the  Erie." 

Brother  Morris  is  well  and  favorably 
known  to  the  members  of  the  last  Grand 
Division  at  Detroit,  besides  a  host  of 
other  friends  at  large.  The  Conductor 
expresses  for  Brother  Morris  his  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  support  rendered  him 
by  his  friends,  and  also  bespeaks  for  the 
members  generally  our  appreciation  as- 
an  Order.  The  Conductor  at  the  same 
time  desires  to  extend  its  congratulations 
and  best  wishes  for  Brother  Morris'  suc- 
cess. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor,  at 
its  Louisville  convention,  adopted  reso- 
lutions to  the  end  and  with  the  view  of 
securing  a  more  general  establishment  of 
the  8-hour  work  day  for  all  wage  earners 
in  the  United  States.  President  Gom- 
pers,  in  his  circular  letter  to  labor  organ- 
izers, calls  their  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  International  Association  of  Machin- 
ists is  about  to  inaugurate  generally  the 
9-hour  day  throughout  the  craft.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  the  splendid  results  that 
must  follow  the  adoption  .  of  an  8-hour 
work  day,  for  its  influence  must  affect  the 
economic,  social  and  moral  condition  of 
the  workers  and  their  families  and  the 
community  generally  feel  its  beneficent 
influences. 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  is  not  correct,  detach  this- 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us: 

Change  Ordered  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Name    Division  No  

Box  or  Street  and  No  

Postofflce.  State.  

OLD  ADDRESS 

Postofflce  State  


WSe  Sure  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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Brooks— Brother  G.  E.  Brooks.  Division  14.  Cleveland.  Ohio. 
BOWSER-Brotber  E.  Bowser,  Division  214.  Moncton,  N.  B. 
Barnes— Father  of  Brother  W.  R.  Barnes.  Division  127,  Danville.  111. 

Ci-sh -Brother  J.  Cush.  Division  44.  Denver.  Colo. 

Caskky— Brother  J.  W.  Caskey.  Division  92.  Terre  Hante.  Ind, 

Cu ■  ran— Brother  T.  E.  Curran,  Division  292,  Chicago  J  unction.  Ohio. 

Davis-Brother  S.  S.  Davis,  Division  150.  Utica.  N.  Y. 
DooLtTTLB-Brother  W.  Doolittle.  Division  176.  Corning,  N.  Y. 
Daw-Brother  W.  H.  Davy.  Division  28.  Atchison.  Kan  a. 
Dudley — Brother  A.  A.  Dudley.  Division  225.  HornellsviUe.  N.  Y. 
Donovan— Brother  D.  J.  Donovan,  Division  157,  Boston,  Mass. 

Fields— Wife  of  Brother  W.  A.  Fields.  Division  166.  Newark.  Ohio. 
Fletcher— Wife  of  Brother  H.  J.  Fletcher.  Division  89,  Louisville.  Ky. 

Grisamoke— Brother  C.  W.  Grisamora,  Division  159.  Mexico.  Hex. 
Gaffey— Brother  James  Gaffey.  Division  61.  La  Crosse.  Wis, 

HARRis-Brother  S.  Harris,  Division  255.  Medicine  Hat.  N.  W.  T. 
Hawkins— Wife  of  Brother  Fred  Hawkins.  Division  244.  Colorado  City.  Colo. 

KiNC-Father  of  Brother  J.  C.  King.  Division  89.  Louisville.  Ky. 
Knox— Brother  J .  D.  Knox.  Division  256.  Aberdeen.  S.  D. 

Morthland  Sister  of  Ljxsie  Anderson,  Auxiliary  4.  Elkhart.  Ind. 
MtiRRKLLE- Brother  A.  C.  Murrelle.  Division  284.  Waco.  Texas. 
Murray- Wife  of  Brother  J.  A.  Murray.  Division  70.  E.  Las  Vegas,  N,  M. 

Na  ney— Brother  N.  Naney,  Division  81.  Beardstown.  111. 

Rege— Brother  A.  Rege,  Division  346.  Babcock.  Wis. 

Robinson— Daughter  of  Brother  O.  V.  Robinson,  Division  376,  Ashley,  Ind. 

Scanlon— Brother  J.  Scanlon.  Division  239.  Lexington.  Ky. 
Shields— Brother  J,  H.  Shields,  Division  111,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
SoLLivAN-Wifeof  Brother  T.  R.  Sullivan.  Division  325.  Grand  Junction.  Colo. 

TAYLOR-Wife  of  Brother  Joe  W.  Taylor.  Division  18.  Temple,  Tex, 
Tea gur — B rother  W.  C.  Teague.  Division  136.  Is 
THORP-Brother  J.  F.  Thorp.  Division  48.  Detroit. : 

Wolfe— Brother  A.  Wolfe,  Division  381.  Howell,  Ind. 
Webb— Brother  J.  Webb.  Division  315.  Chapleau.  Ont. 
WiLLiAMS-Brother  F.  C.  Williams.  Division  3.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
Wilder— Son  of  Brother  G.  W,  Wilder.  Division  89.  Louisville,  Ky. 
Wbidenhamer  Wife  of  Brother  Wm.  Weidenhamer.  Division  83,  Galesbnrg.  111. 
WETZEL-Brother  F.  Wetzel,  Division  140.  Hinton.  W.  Va. 
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A  PERBLOUS  FEATo 

BY  W.  D.  ANDERSON. 


"Now,  just  look  down  there,  mother! 
By  Jing!  I  sent  that  boy  to  do  his  chores 
more'n  an  hour  ago  and  there  he  is  with 
my  hayin'  rope  stretched  from  the  barn 
across  the  barnyard  to  the  big  rambow— 
and  he's  tryin'  to  walk  across,  as  I  live! 
See  there! 

Sure  enough  Ralph  Quinette  was  in  the 
very  act  described  by  old  Farmer  John 
Burns.  Far  out  upon  the  rope  and  above 
the  heads  of  the  cattle  in  the  barnyard 
that  eyed  him  curiously  he  swayed  back 
and  forth  with  a  long  pole  which  he  used 
to  balance  himself,  taking  a  careful  step 
now  and  then,  ever  and  anon  pausing  to 
retain  his  equilibrium. 

"For  goodness  sakes,  father,  don't 
holler  to  him  now  or  he'll  break  his  neck 
sure.  He's  a  chip  from  the  old  block  if 
ever  there  was  one,  for  he  comes  natur- 
ally by  his  performin'  tricks;  his  father 
was  a  circus  performer  before  him  and 
his  mother— well,  she  loved  the  ground  he 
walked  on  and  it  broke  his  heart  when  we 
laid  her  in  the  churchyard  and  he  soon 
followed  her.  Ralph  has  his  father's 
ways  and  his  mother's  looks;  he  reminds 
me  of  our  only  daughter  and  I  love  him 
as  much  as  our  own  Mary.  But  see  there, 
father!  He  will  be  killed.  Oh,  I  can't 
watch  him  any  longer!" 

"By  Jing!  Hangin'  by  his  toes!  There 
he  gits  up  just  as  easy.  Now  he's  walkin ' 
again.  There  he  turns  'round  and  is  go- 
in' back.  Aha!  Ralph,  my  boy.  Courage 
failed  you  I  guess.  By  Jing!  Ef  he  ain't 
walkin'  up  hill  on  that  rope  and  right 
plumb  into  the  barn.   No  there  he  comes 


again.  Does  it  jest  as  easy.  Right  down 
to  the  middle  now.  Slow  there,  Ralph, 
my  boy— all  right  now— a  few  more  steps 
and  you'll  reach  the  rambow.  Bully! 
Hooray!" 

"Why,  father!  How  can  you  take  on  so 
about  such  circus  tricks?  They  are  all 
right  for  boys  but  what  do  you  think 
Deacon  Marsh  would  say  if  he  were  to 
hear  you  cheerin'  that  way?  Them's 
worldly  things,  father,  and  don't  you  re- 
member what  is  said  of  the  worldly  and 
vain?" 

"Deacon  Marsh  has  some  funny  ideas 
that  I  don't  just  agree  in.  If  I  am  worldly 
for  allowin'  myself  to  cheer  I'm  afraid  my 
chances  for  heaven  makes  me  a  mighty 
sight  worse  off  in  other  respects  and  him 
too,"  said  the  farmer,  as  he  turned  away 
toward  the  barn. 

He  arrived  at  the  barn  just  as  Ralph 
was  drawing  in  the  rope  with  a  windlass 
attachment  where  it  was  kept  from  one 
season's  haying  to  another. 

"Got  the  stock  fed,  Ralph?" 

"No,  not  yet,  Uncle  John.  It's  early 
and  I  wanted  to  have  some  fun.  You 
don't  care,  do  you?  I'll  hurry  and  get  it 
done  before  dark." 

"No,  I  don't  care  how  much  fun  you 
have,  Ralph,  but  such  capers  as  you  call 
fun  might  be  the  ruination  of  you  for  you 
see  I  was  looking  at  you  when  you  had 
nothing  between  you  and  the  ground  but 
your  toes  to  hold  you  and  sposin'  you  had 
dropped;  'twouldn't  been  nothin'  less 
than  a  broken  arm  if  not  your  neck.  I 
don't  want  any ^ote^^^ov  I  hav* 
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had  enough  this  spring.  First  my 
chickens  all  got  drowned;  then  that 
blasted  railroad  train  killed  one  of  my 
best  heifers  and  they  never  gave  me  a 
cent  for  it." 

"Squire  Forbes  says  the  reason  you 
never  got  anything  out  of  the  railroad 
was  because  you  never  put  in  a  claim. 
Why  don't  you  do  this,  Uncle  John?" 

"  'Twouldn't  do  a  bit  of  good.  These 
railroads  has  to  be  fought  in  the  courts 
for  everything  before  they  are  willing  to 
pay  a  cent  on  any  damage  they  do  to  the 
poor  farmer,  while  on  the  other  hand  if 
they  want  anything  or  want  to  run  through 
a  man's  place  they  go  ahead  and  doit,  no 
matter  how  much  it  cuts  the  place  up. 
Course  they  paid  me  all  my  land  was 
worth  and  mebby  a  little  more  when  they 
run  the  road  down  through  the  twenty 
this  side  of  Beaver  creek,  but  still  it's  a 
railroad  for  all  that  and  stock  is  bound  to 
git  killed  now  and  then  in  spite  of  all 
their  wire  fences,  whitewashed  posts  and 
new-fangled  rat-traps  that  they  put  in  on 
each  side  of  the  road  crossin',"  said  the 
farmer,  as  he  shoved  a  huge  fork- full  of 
hay  down  through  an  aperture  to  the 
stock  below. 

"But,  Uncle  John,  you  don't  blame  the 
railroad  because  your  chickens  got 
drowned?  The  coops  were  on  the  side 
hill  and  when  the  water  came  up  all  the 
little  pee-pees,  old  hens  and  all  had  to  go 
down  the  creek." 

"I've  lived  here  nigh  on  to  forty  years 
and  water  never  came  up  like  that  till  the 
railroad  built  a  bridge  across  Beaver 
Creek;  then  it  seemed  to  dam  the  creek 
and  the  water  backed  up,  flooding  my 
meadow  and  risin'  ten  feet  higher  than  it 
ever  did  before.  Course  this  spring  did 
have  more  rain  than  any  year  I  remem- 
ber, but  still  I  believe  that  if  the  road 
hadn't  gone  through  that  my  chickens 
wouldn't  have  got  drowned  and  my  hay 
stacks  been  washed  away." 

Farmer  Burns  and  Ralph  now  came 
from  the  barn  and  both  stood  looking  at 
the  expanse  of  water  that  covered  the 
meadow  between  the  side-hills  through 
which  Beaver  Creek  flowed.  Then  look- 
ing up  at  the  sky  said, 

"The  rain  ain't  over  by  a  long  shot  yet. 
If  I  don't  miss  my  guess  we'll  have  the 
biggest  rain  before  twenty-four  hours 


that  has  struck  these  parts  for  years. 
Looks  as  if  the  water  was  up  pretty  nigh 
the  railroad  bridge  now  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  we  got  another  hard  shower 
that  something  must  give  way  down 
there,"  he  said,  pointing  in  the  direction 
of  the  bridge.  "I  do  believe  it's  coming 
already.  See  them  lowerin'  clouds,  how 
they  hang  and  how  the  lightning  plays 
among  them.    That  promises  mischief." 

They  had  reached  the  house  now  and  as 
the  farmer  made  his  prediction  he  heard 
a  loud  halloo  from  the  roadway  in  front  of 
his  home.  Going  around  the  house  he 
saw  one  of  his  neighbors  sitting  in  a 
buggy  and  holding  the  lines  over  a  foam- 
flecked  horse  that  had  evidently  been 
driven  hard. 

"I  thought  I  would  come  this  way  and 
warn  you  that  Perkins'  dam  is  likely  to 
let  go  any  minute.  If  you've  any  stock 
out  on  the  hillside  you  had  better  get 
them  on  high  ground.  I  am  going  up  to 
tell  Ed  Sanders  and  Jim  Groves,  because 
you  see  both  of  them  lives  pretty  well 
down  in  the  valley  and  if  the  dam  should 
give  way  it's  liable  to  wash  them  away." 

"I've  got  everything  high  and  dry, 
neighbor  Woods.  Much  obliged  to  you. 
There's  a  heavy  rain  a-coming  and  I 
shouldn't  wonder  if  the  dam  must  break 
away.  If  Jim  and  Ed  have  any  fears  that 
they  are  going  to  get  washed  away  tell 
them  that  I  have  plenty  of  room  for 
them." 

"All  right;  I  must  hurry  now  for  that 
storm  looks  mighty  threatening.  Good 
bye." 

Farmer  Burns  returned  to  the  house. 
It  was  rapidly  growing  dark  and  as  he 
seated  himself  at  the  kitchen  table  and 
took  up  his  paper  Mrs.  Burns  brought  the 
lamp  and  placed  it  at  his  side.  Ralph 
stood  at  the  window  looking  out  upon 
the  approaching  storm  and  buried  in 
meditation.  After  an  hour  had  passed 
the  first  pattering  drops  were  heard  and 
each  seemed  of  enormous  size  as  it 
splashed  upon  the  panes  and  glistened 
from  the  rays  of  the  light  within.  Then 
Ralph  turned  and  said, 

"Uncle  John,  you  said  that  if  we  had 
any  more  rain  that  the  railroad  bridge 
must  give  way.  Now  I  was  thinking  that 
if  Perkins'  dam  gave  way  that  maybe  the 
bridge  might  be  washed  away  and  if  the 
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10  o'clock  Limited  came  along  it  would 
ran  right  into  Beaver  Creek  and  drown 
every  one  on  the  train." 

"For  the  land!s  sake,  John!  Do  you 
think  there  is  any  danger?"  said  Mrs. 
Burns,  dropping  her  knitting  and  looking 
appealingly  at  her  husband. 

"I  told  Ralph  that  something  must  give 
way  down  there,  though  I  allow  that 
bridge  is  pretty  stout  and  may  stand  all 
the  strain  that  comes  agin'  it.  Still,  now 
that  you  speak  about  it,  mother,  I  feel 


that  moment  a  sullen  roar  was  heard  by 
all. 

"Gracious  sakes!  What  was  that?  It 
didn't  sound  like  thunder,  father.  Sounds 
like  a  hundred  wagons  going  over  a  cob- 
ble road.  I  do  believe  the  dam's  broke 
loose!  I  hope  Groves  and  Sanders'  folks 
are  safe,"  said  Mrs.  Burns  anxiously 
walking  the  floor,  stopping  now  and  then 
to  peer  out  into  the  darkness. 

"Be  calm,  mother;  I  will  go  up  the  road 
a  little  ways  and  see  if  I  can  see  anything 
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kind  o'  doubtful  since  I  heard  that  the 
dam  is  liable  to  break  away,  for  those 
timbers  and  the  logs  in  the  race  will  come 
down  here  a-tearin'  to  be  sure.  But  what 
can  we  do?" 

Ralph  said  nothing  but  went  back  to 
the  window.  The  rain  was  now  falling 
in  torrents  and  at  each  vivid  flash  of 
lightning  Ralph  could  see  the  broad  ex- 
panse of  water  that  was  rushing  down 
through  the  valley.  What  was  ordinarily 
a  creek  was  now  a  raging  torrent.  At 


of  them.  Maybe  they  don't  know  the 
dam's  broke." 

"And  I'm  going  down  toward  the  rail- 
road bridge,"  said  Ralph. 

"You'll  catch  your  death  of  cold,  both 
of  you,  but  I  suppose  you  ought  to  see 
what  you  can  do,  for  this  is  terrible." 
said  Mrs.  Burns. 

"I'll  just  fix  up  the  lantern  a  bit  'cause 
it  might  come  handy  in  this  darkness. 
Now,  mother,  don't  worry,  cause  we'll 
be  back  soon." 
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Fanner  Burns  had  not  proceeded  more 
than  half  a  mile  when  he  heard  hoof 
strokes.  Pansing  at  the  side  of  the  road- 
way he  was  soon  greeted  with  the  sight 
of  neighbor  Woods  who  was  returning 
from  his  errand  of  warning  the  farmers 
along  the  creek.  With  him  was  Mr. 
Sanders,  his  wife  and  child. 

"Water  is  covering  our  floor,  Neighbor 
Burns,  and  still  a-rising.  We  thought 
we  had  better  come  over  and  stay  at  your 
house,"  said  Sanders,  after  greetings  had 
been  exchanged. 

"All  right;  but  how  are  Groves'  folks?" 

"They  will  be  safe." 

"Well,  let  us  get  under  shelter  as  soon 
as  we  can.  Drive  along;  I  will  follow 
you." 

Farmer  Burns  reached  home  about  the 
same  time  as  his  guests  and  was  about 
to  extinguish  his  lantern  and  put  it  away 
when  he  heard  the  patter  of  feet.  The 
next  instant  Ralph  burst  into  the  room. 

"Don't  put  the  lantern  out!  The  rail- 
road bridge  is  washed  away!  Give  it  to 
me  quick!  I  must  stop  the  Limited  or  they 
will  go  into  the  creek." 

In  another  instant  he  had  grasped  the 
lantern  and  was  out  of  the  door.  Farmer 
Burns  followed  out  upon  the  porch  and 
saw  the  fast  receding  light  going  down 
the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  railroad. 

"Well,  that  beats  all,"  he  said.  "How 
in  the  name  of  all  that's  good  does  he 
expect  to  stop  the  Limited  when  the  Lim- 
ited comes  from  the  east  and  he  is  'on 
the  west  side  of  the  bridge— and  he  says 
the  bridge  is  gone,  too.  He  must  be 
crazy." 

"Why  father,  it  is  half  past  nine  now!" 
*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  * 

Let  us  follow  Ralph  as  he  made  his  trip 
to  the  railroad  to  investigate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  railroad  bridge.  The  rain 
had  no  terrors  for  him.  He  went  splash- 
ing down  the  road  with  trousers  turned 
up  until  he  came  to  the  railroad,  then 
feeling  his  way  step  by  step  and  from  tie 
to  tie  he  arrived  at  the  bridge  only  to  see 
a  seething  volume  of  water  rushing  be- 
tween the  abutments,  and  timber  after 
timber  piling  itself  against  the  structure. 
Then  came  a  black  mass  that  moved 
swiftly  through  the  water,  striking  the 
bridge  with  a  force  that  shook  the  ground 
beneath  his  feet;  then,  rising  like  some 


huge  monster,  it  seemed  as  it  raised  it- 
self it  would  crush  the  structure  that 
held  it. 

Only  for  a  moment  did  it  stand  thus 
reared  up,  when  another  mass  of  floating 
wreckage  added  itself  to  the  burden  the 
bridge  was  already  bearing.  Then  came 
a  crunching,  groaning  sound,  and  the 
bridge,  followed  by  a  mountainous  mass, 
tore  from  its  fastenings  and  went  down 
the  stream.  It  was  then  that  Ralph 
thought  of  the  train  that  was  due  in  a 
brief  half  hour.  In  his  mind  he  had  al- 
ready formed  a  plan  for  warning  it, 
and  dashed  off  at  full  speed  toward  the 
home  of  Farmer  Burns.  We  already 
know  of  his  arrival  there.  Having  se- 
cured a  lantern  now  he  sped  down  the 
road  as  fast  as  his  bare  feet  would  carry 
him.  His  only  fear  was  that  he  might 
fall  and  extinguish  the  light  he  carried. 
He  was  fortunate,  however,  in  this  re- 
spect, for  he  soon  arrived  at  the  point 
where  the  bridge  had  been.  He  took  a 
hasty  look  at  the  situation  to  assure  him- 
self that  the  terrible  catastrophe  he  had 
witnessed  in  the  darkness  was  actually 
real,  then  he  walked  back  to  the  first  tele- 
graph pole.  Hastily  loosening  the  end  of 
his  suspender  he  placed  the  bail  of  the 
lantern  underneath  and  buttoned  it  again. 
He  now  began  to  mount  the  pole.  The 
task  was  not  an  easy  one,  with  lantern 
swinging  from  side  to  side,  notwithstand- 
ing his  cleverness  as  a  climber.  The 
rains  had  made  it  slippery,  and  it  was 
only  with  the  utmost  effort  that  he  reached 
the  cross-arms. 

"Now  for  the  battle,"  he  said.  "I  can 
do  it  in  daylight  all  right,  but  this  slack 
wire  business  I  haven't  got  on  to  yet." 

Then  with  a  little  prayer  for  safety  and 
success  he  began  his  perilous  trip  with 
only  a  few  wires  between  him  and  death. 
As  he  got  out  near  the  middle  he  felt  the 
wires  sag  until  he  seemed  to  almost  touch 
the  water.  While  clinging  to  the  swaying 
wires  in  this  position  a  vivid  flash  of 
lightning  lighted  up  the  surroundings. 
He  felt  a  shock  that  contorted  his  limbs 
until  he  felt  himself  reel.  In  another  in- 
stant he  had  recovered  his  hold  and  re- 
membered having  seen  the  seething 
waters  but  a  few  feet  below  him. 

"Oh,  I  must  not  fail  now!  I  must  get 
over,"  he  panted.  "I  hope  it  don't  light- 
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ning  any  more;  that  last  shock  was  awful. 
Now  I  am  going  up  hill— hope  this  wire 
don't  break.  My!  but  this  old  pole  leans." 

After  a  heroic  effort  he  at  last  reached 
the  cross-arm  on  the  first  span,  with  his 
feet  smarting  under  the  cuts  of  the  cruel 
wires.  He  rested  a  moment  and  peered 
below  him  into  the  darkness. 

"There,  I'm  across  the  worst  place,  but 
there's  lots  of  water  below  me  yet,"  he 
said,  peering  down  as  he  sat  astride  the 
cross-arm.  "Goodness!  It  must  be  pretty 
nigh  time  for  the  Limited  and  I  know  I 


efforts  with  the  lapse  of  each  second  of 
time.  As  he  reached  the  middle  of  the 
span  he  felt  the  wire  beneath  his  feet 
slowly  descending,  and  at  the  same  time 
he  heard  the  whistle  of  the  Limited.  He 
grasped  the  wire  tightly  that  had  served 
to  balance  him,  but  he  now  felt  that  too 
gradually  lowering  under  the  strain  it 
was  receiving  until  he  realized  that  he 
stood  in  the  apex  of  a  triangle  and  just  a 
few  feet  above  the  water. 

"I  wouldn't  care  if  it  is  over  my  head," 
he  said,  looking  down,  "if  my  lantern 
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must  get  up  the  track  a  good  ways,  for  I 
seen  a  man  running  back  with  a  flag  once, 
and  he  said  a  fellow  couldn't  get  too  far 
out  to  be  safe.  I  want  to  save  that  train 
sure,  so  here  goes  for  another  pole." 

Ralph's  second  effort  at  wire  walking 
was  accomplished  in  a  much  shorter  space 
of  time  than  his  first;  first,  because  he 
had  gained  more  confidence  and  greater 
strength,  and  second  because  he  felt  the 
increased  responsibility  resting  upon  his 


don't  go  out.  I  am  going  to  drop  any- 
way—something has  to  be  done." 

Suiting  action  with  the  word,  he  bal- 
anced himself  for  a  second,  then  hung 
downward  for  a  second  longer  with  one 
hand,  but  holding  his  lantern  high  above 
his  head,  then  dropped.  The  water, 
while  deep,  was  not  above  his  head. 
Ralph  struggled  up  the  bank  and  on  to 
the  track,  then  with  increditable  speed 
started  up  the  track  toward  the  approach- 
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ing  train  with  only  the  thought  in  mind 

to  get  as  far  from  the  bridge  as  possible. 
##»***»*# 

When  Ralph  began  his  perilous  feat  the 
Limited  was  standing  at  Bluff  waiting  for 
orders.  Tom  Reed  was  on  the  ground 
and  was  "dropping  a  little  He"  here  and 
there,  as  he  expressed  himself,  "to 
make  things  run  a  little  smoother,"  when 
Bob  White  came  from  the  office  with  or- 
ders. Bob  had  run  the  Limited  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  was  known  as  and 
dubbed  "Careful  Bob"  by  all  who  knew 
him.  Not  that  other  men  were  not  care- 
ful, but  Bob  seemed  to  divine  things  by 
intuition  and  often  took  precaution  where 
no  necessity  for  precaution  presented  it- 
self. Tom  Reed  was  exactly  of  opposite 
disposition,  yet  good  luck  seemed  to  fol- 
low his  reckless  runs. 

"What  orders,  Bobby?"  he  asked,  as 
Conductor  White  approached. 

"Just  some  messages.  Here's  one: 
'Look  out  for  54  pulling  in  at  Gretchen.' 
Here's  another:  'Examine  Black  River 
bridge  before  crossing  if  section  men  are 
not  on  hand.'  Here's  another:  'Run  slow 
between  Belmont  and  Fedderman;  sec- 
tion men  report  water  rising  in  valley.* 
And  say,  Tom,  Beaver  Creek  might  be 
pretty  high,  although  I  have  never  seen 
very  high  water  there.  You  might  feel 
your  way  over  that  bridge,  too,"  said 
Careful  Bob,  going  back  toward  the 
smoker. 

A  tap  of  the  bell  was  answered  by  Care- 
ful Bob  giving  his  lantern  a  quick,  verti- 
cal movement  and  the  train  pulled  out.  It 
was  not  until  the  train  was  well  under 
way  and  the  finger  of  the  gauge  pointed 
to  160  that  the  fireman  looked  up. 

"What  orders  did  Bob  give  you  besides 
the  slow-ups?"  he  asked  Tom. 

"No  other  orders;  here's  one  about  54 
at  Gretchen;  here's  one  about  Black  River 
in  case  no  section  men  show  up;  here's 
one  for  a  slow-up  'tween  Belmont  and 
Fedderman.  That's  all,  except  what  Bob 
said  about  Beaver  Creek,  and  I'll  chance 
that  bridge  all  right.  I'm  going  to  take  it 
out  of  her  down  the  hill  and  we'll  be  at 
Gretchen  while  we  would  be  feeling  our 
way  over  Beaver  Creek.  The  542  is  good 
for  70  miles  an  hour  down  this  knob,  and 
we'll  make  up  six  or  seven  minutes." 

Again  the  fireman  bent  to  his  task,  and 


as  each  shovel  full  of  coal  was  deposited 
in  the  spot  where  the  fire  seemed  lightest 
there  was  a  dark  cloud  for  an  instant  only, 
then  sparks  would  shoot  from  the  stack 
like  meteors,  while  the  sound  of  the  ex- 
hausts resembled  the  roll  of  a  drum.  Tom 
Reed  evidently  was  bent  on  making  up 
lost  time. 

Then  they  shot  around  a  short  curve  a 
short  distance  above  the  bridge  at  Beaver 
Creek  and  the  fireman  looked  ahead. 

"Whoa,  Toml  A  flag— a  reverse  signal!" 
cried  the  fireman. 

There  was  no  need  for  further  warnings. 
The  emergency  brake  was  instantly  ap- 
plied and  the  manner  in  which  the  brakes 
took  hold  assured  Tom  that  he  had  the 
benefit  of  two  streams  of  sand  upon  the 
rail,  but  the  terrible  force  of  the  train 
was  hard  to  check,  and  kept  shoving 
along  until  it  seemed  that  every  second 
they  must  reach  the  bridge.  At  last  with 
a  sigh  of  relief  they  felt  that  the  train 
had  come  to  a  stop.  Water  was  on 
all  sides  of  them.  By  the  light  of  the 
headlight  they  could  see  a  yawning  gulf 
before  them  not  farther  than  20  feet. 

"Beaver  Creek  bridge  is  entirely  gone," 
gasped  Tom.  "What  in  the  world  did 
that  man  mean  by  giving  us  such  a  short 
flag.  Great  God!  If  the  542  hadn't  took 
hold  as  she  did  we  would  all  be  in  that 
torrent  now." 

"It  wasn't  a  man,  Tom;  it  was  a  boy.  I 
saw  him  as  we  passed  and  his  face  looked 
like  a  ghost's." 

"Well,  let's  see  how  she  stands,"  said 
Tom,  lighting  his  torch  and  swinging  to 
the  ground  close  to  the  engine  and  walk- 
ing ahead. 

"Bridge  clear  gone!  Tore  the  bolts 
right  off  where  the  rails  connect  and 
swung  the  track  just  a  little  down  stream. 
We're  on  the  curve  of  it  with  the  pony 
trucks  now.  Heaven!  but  that  was  a 
close  shave!  Where  is  that  boy  now,  I 
wonder?" 

At  that  moment  Careful  Bob  came  up. 
"What's   the   matter,  Tom?  Bridge 
gone?" 

"Well,  you  needn't  guess  again." 

"Must  have  got  a  flag,  the  way  you 
stopped  them?" 

"Yes,  Ed  says  it  was  a  boy  with  a 
lantern— probably  some  farmer  boy  around 
these  parts,  but  I  want  to  tell  you,  Bob,  I 
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had  no  idea  this  bridge  was  gone,  and 
I  was  a  'hittin'  them  at  the  tune  of  sev- 
enty miles  an  hoar  and  steerrin'  straight 
for  Gretchen,  without  any  intention  of 
feeling  for  Beaver  Creek  Bridge.  Yes,  I 
know  yon  told  me  to  feel  my  way  over, 
and  I  feel  guilty,  bnt  I  never  dreamed 
that  Beaver  Creek  could  get  into  such 
raging  torrent." 

"I  am  awful  glad  you  got  stopped,  mis- 
ter; I  was  scared  to  death  when  you  shot 
past  me  so  fast.  I  felt  sure  you  would 
all  get  drowned." 


"Where  do  you  live?" 

"Across  the  creek,  sir." 

"How  did  you  get  over  the  creek?" 

"I  climbed  a  pole  on  the  other  side  and 
walked  across  on  the  telegraph  wires." 

"The  devil  you  did!  Boy,  you  are  a 
hero!  What  is  your  name?" 

"Ralph  Quinette." 

"Come  back  into  the  coach  with  me, 
Ralph,  and  tell  me  how  you  ever  thought 
of  attempting  such  a  risky  piece  of  busi- 
ness as  walking  across  the  creek  on  the 
wires.  You  may  as  well  go  with  us  when 
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None  until  that  instant  had  noticed  the 
barefoot,  half-drowned,  hatless,  water- 
soaked  boy  who  had  made  his  way  among 
them.  His  condition  was  indeed  one  to 
awaken  sympathy,  and  the  men  who 
gazed  upon  him,  at  first  in  speechless 
amazement,  now  found  their  tongues  and 
their  warm  hearts  went  out  to  him,  as  he 
stood  there  with  smoky  lantern  in  hand. 

"Are  you  the  boy  who  flagged  us?"  said 
Tom. 

"Yes,  sir." 


we  back  up  to  Bluff,  for  you  can't  cross 

the  creek  to  go  home." 

.  "But  Uncle  John  don't  know  where  I 

am." 

"Who  is  Uncle  John?" 

"John  Burns,  the  farmer  who  lives  up 
yonder  on  the  hill.  My  mother  was  Mrs. 
Burns'  only  sister,  and  she  is  dead,  so  I 
live  with  them." 

At  that  moment  a  voice  was  heard  hail- 
ing them  from  beyond  the  bridge: 

"Halloo,  there!  Anything  wrong?" 

"That's  Uncle  John's  voice,'7  said 
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Ralph,  eagerly.  "Halloo,  Uncle  John! 
I'm  all  right,  and  so  is  the  train.  They 
want  me  to  go  with  them  to  Bluff,  'canse 
the  bridge  is  washed  away  and  I  can't 
get  across.  He  says  he  will  bring  me 
back  all  right.   You  don't  care,  do  you?" 

"Well,  seeing  as  there  ain't  any  way  of 
getting  you  over  here  you  might  as  well 
go,  but  tell  them  I'll  pay  'em  for  your 
keeping." 

"Your  money  will  not  be  good,  Mr. 
Burns.  This  boy  has  risked  his  life  to 
save  this  train,  by  climbing  a  telegraph 
pole  on  your  side  of  the  creek  and  walked 
over  on  the  wires  and  flagged  us  in  time 
to  stop.  We  cannot  do  too  much  to  show 
our  appreciation  of  him." 

"Well,  I  am  proud  of  him.  Take  him 
along." 

The  run  back  to  Bluff  was  slow,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  great  care  was  necessary 
in  backing  the  train  after  night.  The 
long  silence  after  the  train  had  become 
overdue  at  Gretchen,  filled  the  operators, 
dispatchers  and  officials  with  consider* 
able  apprehension.  When  the  train  failed 
to  arrive  at  Gretchen  after  an  hour's 
waiting,  and  during  which  time  the  dis- 
patchers had  asked  several  times  if  it 
were  coming,  it  was  decided  that  the  Lim- 
ited had  met  disaster  in  some  form,  and 
the  officials  were  called  from  their  homes 
to  the  office.  A  relief  train  was  being 
arranged  when  the  distant  whistle  of  a 
locomotive  was  heard  from  the  direction 
the  Limited  had  gone.  As  those  about 
the  station  collected  upon  the  track  to 
await  the  coming  of  the  train  they  saw 
the  light  of  a  lantern  that  was  being 
borne  by  someone  approaching  them.  It 
was  Bob  White's  flagman. 

Superintendent  Haskins  advanced  to 
meet  him. 

"What's  wrong,  Belmont?" 

"Beaver  Creek  bridge  washed  away.  I 
met  a  farmer's  boy  on  my  way  back  who 
said  he  flagged  us.  I  guess  the  train  is 
all  right,  for  I  hear  them  coming.  I  came 
right  along  up  the  hill  when  the  boy  said 
the  bridge  was  gone." 

Then  came  some  hurried  instructions 
regarding  the  movement  of  trains  along 
the  line,  which  transformed  the  dispatch- 
er's office  into  a  busy  scene.  In  a  few 
moments  the  Limited  was  standing  at  the 
station,  and  Careful  Bob,  accompanied 


by  Ralph;  who  still  held  to  his  smoky 
lantern,  advanced  to  the  office.  As  they 
approached,  Superintendent  Haskins 
glanced  at  the  sad  specimen  of  humanity 
at  Bob's  side  and  said: 

"Where did  you  pickup  this  passenger, 
Bob?" 

Then  followed  Bob's  recital  of  all  thai 
occurred  at  the  bridge.  An  interested 
group  had  collected  to  hear  the  thrilling 
narrative,  and  when  Bob  had  concluded, 
Ralph  was  a  hero  in  the  eyes  of  every 
person  present.  Some  enthusiastic  pas- 
senger among  those  who  had  become 
aware  that  something  out  of  the  usual 
order  was  transpiring  when  the  train 
came  to  a  sudden  stop  at  the  bridge  and 
its  consequent  backing  up,  was  among 
number  who  heard  Bob's  recital  of 
Ralph's  heroic  feat  and  suggested  that 
those  present  show  some  testimonial  of 
their  appreciation  by  making  up  a  purse. 
While  this  was  being  carried  out  one  oi 
the  number  approached  Ralph  and  said: 

"What  did  you  say  your  name  is?" 

"Ralph  Quinette,  sir." 

"You  are  a  farmer's  son,  you  say?" 

"No,  sir;  my  uncle  is  a  farmer;  my 
father  is  dead.  He  was  a  slack-wire  per- 
former and  acrobat  during  his  life.  I 
guess  that  was  what  put  it  into  my  head 
to  cross  the  creek  on  the  telegraph  wires, 
for  I  often  used  to  stretch  Uncle  John's 
haying  rope  across  the  barnyard  and 
practice  walking  it;  so,  when  I  found  the 
bridge  gone  I  just  climbed  a  pole  and 
walked  over  on  the  wires.  But  that 
wasn't  hard  to  do  until  the  wires  got  to 
sagging  down  in  the  middle.  But  after 
all  it  ain't  nothing  to  make  such  a  fuss 
about  as  you  people  think,"  said  Ralph, 
modestly. 

"What  was  your  father's  name?" 

"Walter  Quinette.  He  went  under  the 
name* of  Prof.  Retlaw  Quinette  on  the 
boards,  sir." 

"Well,  Ralph,  my  boy,  your  father  was 
my  friend.  I  am  the  owner  of  Washburn 
&  Newell's  Great  International  Circus. 
Here  is  my  card. 

•  

i  John  Washburn. 

•  -  * 

"I  have  some  papers  in  my  possession 
that  belong  to  you  as  his  heir.  Several 
years  ago  when  we  were  touring  the  west- 
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is  he  asked  me  to  invest  for  him 
asand  dollars  in  mining  stocks, 
ppeared  to  me  at  the  time  as  a 
vestment.  Together  we  went  into 
y  predictions  have  been  fulfilled, 
ount  of  yonr  father's  share,  as 
by  the  Western  Mining  and  Mill- 
apany,  is  a  half-million  dollars, 
en  unable  until  now  to  locate  any 


"A  half  million  dollars  and  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  Humbolt  Mine.  I  will  also 
act  as  his  guardian  and  give  him  the 
same  advantages  as  if  he  were  my  own 
son  until  he  shall  reach  his  majority. 
Ralph,  do  you  accept  my  proposition?" 

"Yes,  sir." 

There  was  a  moment's  silence,  then  a 
cheer  went  up  that  was  deafening. 


1 
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relatives  of  your  father,  and  it 
me  that  I  can  turn  over  to  Walter 
e's  son  what  would  have  been  his 
lived." 

s  time  a  well-filled  purse  had  been 
and  as  the  collector  approached 
shburn,  he  said: 

,  Mr.  Washburn,  what  will  you 


"We  will  accept  the  amount  you  have 
raised,"  said  Mr.  Washburn,  "and  with 
your  permission  I  will  have  it  converted 
into  a  medal  upon  which  shall  be  en- 
graved the  name  of  the  hero  who  this 
night  saved  our  lives  at  Beaver  Creek 
Bridge.  As  many  as  favor  this  resolution 
will  say  aye." 

The  vote  was  unanimous. 
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Most  prominent  among  the  numerous 
improvements  being  made  by  the  Chicago 
&  Northwestern  Railway  Company  in 
Iowa,  is  the  large  double  track  steel 
viaduct  being  built  across  the  Des  Moines 
river  on  its  new  short  line  between  Boone 
and  Ogden.  The  building  of  this  struct- 
ure has  been  in  contemplation  ever  since 
the  road  was  first  constructed  across  this 
part  of  the  state;  but  it  was  only  a  few 
years  ago  that  the  necessity  of  a  better 
line  crossing  this  valley  became  so  ur- 
gent that  its  construction  could  no  longer 
be  delayed. 

The  enterprise  has  been  given  wide 
publicity,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  under- 
taking has  been  in  many  instances  over- 
estimated. A  great  deal  of  pride  is  natur- 
ally felt  in  this  structure  by  local  resi- 
dents, and  it  is  but  natural  that  they 
should  desire  to  describe  it  in  distinctive 
terms.  Hence  it  is  often  said  that  in  this 
respect  it  is  the  greatest  bridge  in  the 
world;  in  that  respect  it  excels  all  others. 
These  expressions  are  very  often  mis- 
leading. To  be  sure  it  is  a  high  bridge; 
but  there  are  many  higher  ones.  It  is  also 
a  long  bridge;  but  there  are  others  still 
longer.  What  then  are  its  unique  features? 
To  answer  this  it  will  be  necessary  first 
to  say  a  few  words  descriptive  of  its  gen- 
eral design. 

The  type  of  structure  is  that  commonly 
known  among  engineers  as  the  viaduct. 
This  type  of  construction  is  usually  em- 
ployed in  carrying  traffic  over  a  deep  and 
wide  chasm  in  which  the  question  of 
waterway  is  only  of  secondary  importance, 
and  in  which  economy  and  safety  are 
about  the  only  limits  placed  upon  the 
designer.  The  viaduct  consists  of  a  num- 
ber of  plate  or  lattice  girder  spans  sup- 
ported upon  braced  towers— usually  a 
short  span  from  thirty  to  fifty  feet  in 
length  alternating  with  a  longer  one  of 
from  sixty  to  ninety  feet. 

Conceive  a  number  of  four-legged  stools 
placed  in  a  row  about  three  or  four  feet 
apart,  and  a  number  of  boards  of  that 
length  reaching  from  one  stool  to  another, 
and  you  have  the  typical  viaduct.  Each 
stool  represents  a  braced  tower.  Cor- 


responding to  the  four  legs  of  the  stool 
are  the  four  steel  columns  of  the  tower 
which  are  braced  together  each  way  very 
much  as  the  legs  of  the  stool  are.  The 
top  or  seat  of  the  stool  represents  the 
shorter  girder  span;  while  the  board  join- 
ing two  consecutive  stools  corresponds  to 
the  longer  girder  span. 

In  this  bridge  the  spans  forming  the 
tops  of  the  towers  are  45  feet  long;  while 
those  spanning  the  space  between  two 
towers  are  75  feet.  Not  all  of  this  bridge, 
however,  is  of  the  viaduct  type ;  for  across 
the  channel  of  the  river  is  a  truss  span 
300  feet  in  length.  The  viaduct  proper 
forms  that  part  of  the  structure  extend- 
ing from  the  ends  of  this  truss  span 
across  the  valley  to  the  adjoining  bluffs. 

Each  girder  span  in  the  viaduct  is  simi- 
lar to  the  short  bridges  spanning  small 
streams  and  presents  no  unusual  features. 
The  towers  .  upon  which  these  girders 
rest  are  of  ordinary  construction,  and 
hence  present  no  difficult  engineering 
features  aside  from  the  danger  attending 
erection  work  at  so  great  a  height.  It 
will  readily  be  seen  that  any  number  of 
these  spans  with  the  towers  supporting 
them  can  be  as  easily  built  as  a  single 
one;  the  multiplication  of  spans  only 
adding  to  the  time,  quantity  of  material 
and-  expense.  Therefore,  the  length  of 
such  a  bridge  adds  nothing  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  enterprise  so  far  as  the  prob- 
lems of  engineering  are  concerned. 
Length  in  a  bridge  of  this  kind  is  not 
such  a  factor  as  it  is  in  a  long  single 
span  bridge.  The  engineering  problems 
presented  in  the  great  arch  bridge  across 
the  Mississippi  River  at  St.  Louis,  the 
famous  suspension  bridge  at  Brooklyn, 
or  the  wonderful  cantilever  bridge  across 
the  Frith  of  Fourth  in  Scotland,  are  im- 
mensely more  difficult  than  in  any  rail- 
way viaduct  in  existence. 

In  order  to  make  a  comparison  of  this 
structure  with  other  existing  structures 
it  will  be  necessary  to  compare  it  only 
with  those  of  its  kind;  otherwise  the 
comparison  would  have  no  significance. 
I  will  only  attempt  to  make  a  direct  com- 
parison with  three  other  viaducts.  Com- 
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parative  figures  are  given  in  the  following 
tabular  form,  all  dimensions  being  given 
in  feet: 

Kinzua.  Loa.  Pecos.  Des  M. 

Length  2,050     800     2J80  2.685 

Height  above  water         302     336       321  185 

Greatest  width  at  base..  103     124        90  70 

Width  at  grade   18      13        16  27 

Nnmber  of  tracks   Ill  2 

Tons  of  metal  1.400  1.115     1.820  5.680 

The  Kinzua  viaduct  carries  the  New 
York,  Lake  Erie  &  Western  Ry.  over  the 
Kinzua  creek  in  eastern  Pennsylvania.  It 
was  built  in  1882  and  is  now  being  re- 
placed with  a  new  structure.   The  Loa 


There  is  one  other  structure  with  which 
comparison  in  a  general  way  can  be  made. 
It  is  the  only  double  track  viaduct  which 
approaches  our  bridge  in  dimensions,  but 
as  it  is  constructed  on  such  widely  differ- 
ent lines,  the  comparison  can  only  be 
general.  It  is  known  as  the  Crumlin 
Viaduct  and  is  situated  on  the  Taff  Vale 
extension  railway  in  South  Wales.  It  is 
1,500  feet  long,  200  feet  high  and  contains 
about  3,000  tons  of  metal.  It  is  a  double 
track  structure  and  was  built  in  1857. 

The  cost  of  a  structure  is  generally  a 
fair  measure  of  its  magnitude.  And 
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viaduct  is  on  the  Antofagasta  Ry.  in 
Bolivia,  and  was  built  by  English  en- 
gineers in  1889.  In  design  it  was  pat- 
terned very  much  after  the  Kinzua  struct- 
ure. The  Pecos  viaduct  carries  the 
Southern  Pacific  Ry.  over  the  Pecos  river 
in  Texas.  It  was  built  in  1892.  All  three 
ef  these  viaducts  are  for  single  track — 
the  Loa  being  a  narrow  gauge  track. 
They  were  all  built  at  a  time  when  lighter 
engines  and  train  loads  were  in  use  than 
at  the  present  time,  and  are  therefore 
lighter  in  construction. 


when  we  consider  the  fact  that  the  great 
Forth  bridge  in  Scotland  cost  over  $8,000,- 
000,  while  the  cost  of  ours  will  fall  far 
below  $1,000,000,  we  feel  that  our  structure 
is  dwarfed  into  comparative  insignifi- 
cance. But  if  comparison  is  only  made 
with  other  viaducts,  I  think  in  view  of 
its  great  height,  the  immense  amount  of 
material  used  in  its  construction,  and  the 
fact  that  it  carries  two  tracks  and  is  de- 
signed for  the  heaviest  modern  engines 
and  train  loads,  that  it  can  be  conserva- 
tively referred  to  as  "one  of  the  greatest 
viaducts  in  the  world,"  and  the  "greatest 
double  track  viaduct." 
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McNeely,  superintendent,  formed  the 
center  of  a  circle  of  dark,  moody  faces. 
His  own  face  was  the  darkest  and  mood- 
iest of  them  all.  Thoughtfully  chewing 
the  end  of  his  cigar,  once  more  glanced 
over  the  brief  telegraphic  story  of  the 
wreck  of  southbound  freight  No.  34  by 
the  striking  miners  at  Coalport,  and  the 
death  of  Engineer  John  Powers  —  held 
against  his  firebox  by  the  tender.  It  was 
too  much.  With  purple,  quivering  cheeks 
he  ground  out  between  his  teeth  a  series 
of  lowr  choking  and  infuriated  curses 
against  the  "black  Hungarian  fiends." 
Then  he  as  suddenly  burst  into  tears. 

"Oh,  my  God,  these  six  little  girls  of 
John's— and  Nannie!"  he  groaned. 

That  was  his  way— first  curses,  then 
tears;  and  that  was  why  every  man  on  the 
division  either  feared  or  loved  Timothy 
McNeely. 

A  grizzled  man  in  uniform  came  walking 
down  the  platform.  The  little  group  of 
trainmen  made  a  motion  to  dissolve,  and 
that  rather  hurriedly;  but  McNeely  turned 
and  met  the  newcomer  half  way.  It  was 
Conductor  Billy  Powers,  brother  of  En- 
gineer John  Powers,  and  he  had  not  heard. 

The  man  saw  the  superintendent  speak 
to  Billy;  they  saw  the  latter  turn  a  sickly 
yellow  and  lean  heavily  against  a  truck; 
a  moment  later  they  heard  him  expostu- 
lating with  the  superintendent,  and  knew 
that  he  wanted  to  take  out  his  train  as 
usual;  then  they  saw  him  walk  sorrow- 
fully away  and  knew  that  he  had  gone  to 
tell  Nannie  that  her  children  were  father- 
less. 

Just  beyond  the  main  line  tracks  a 
"bobtailed"  local  train  had  just  pulled 
in  on  the  Eagle  River  Branch.  Its  little 
forty-ton  locomotive  was  panting  and 
sweating  as  though  it  had  made  a  historic 
run  instead  of  dawdling  along  through 
clover  fields,  as  it  had  in  fact,  at  twenty 
miles  an  hour,  stopping  at  every  country 
store  and  shrieking  itself  hoarse  at  every 
by-road  which  chanced  to  cross  its  path. 
A  young  man  in  civilian  clothes,  except 
the  blue  trousers  of  the  railroad  uniform, 
got  down  from  the  baggage  car  of  this 


train,  took  a  short  cut  across  a  patch  of 
dusty,  sunburnt  weeds,  and  approached 
the  office  building.  McNeely  met  him  at 
the  edge  of  the  platform. 

"Larry,  I  want  you  to  take  out  the 
Cannon  Ball  tonight." 

The  young  Branch  conductor  could  not 
have  stopped  more  suddenly  had  the 
superintendent  presented  a  pistol  at  his 
breast  or  asked  him  to  hold  down  the 
general  manager's  chair  for  a  week  or 
two.  It  must  be  a  joke  of  some  kind,  and 
maybe  a  grim  one.  McNeely  had  been 
known  to  perform  some  very  unpleasant 
duties  in  a  jocular  way.  Therefore  Larry 
Madden  pressed  his  hat  a  little  tighter 
over  his  red  curls— that  braced  him  a 
little— thought  just  once  of  the  little  home 
he  had  bought  for  Nora  and  the  baby  and 
paid  the  first  installment  upon,  and  then 
looked  up  at  his  superior  with  his  bold 
blue  eyes,  as  if  to  ask,  "Well,  what  have 
I  done?" 

It  was  no  joke  he  saw  then.  When  Mc- 
Neely had  explained  and  Larry  realized 
that  he  had  been  asked  to  fill  the  place 
of  the  veteran  conductor  of  the  division 
and  take  out  the  world-famous  Cannon 
Ball,  the  pride  and  the  darling  of  the 
road,  he— what  did  he  do?  He  said,  "All 
right,  sir."  Momentarily  forgetting  dead 
John  Powers,  he  felt  an  impulse  to  throw 
up  his  hat  and  run  into  the  dispatcher's 
office  and  telegraph  the  glorious  news  to 
Nora,  who  was  visiting  her  mother  at 
Coalport — that  same  Coalport  in  which 
"34"  had  come  to  grief.  The  superin- 
tendent's next  words  sobered  him  a 
little. 

"Billy's  place  is  with  Nannie  tonight. 
But  if  it  wasn't  I  wouldn't  expect  any 
man  to  keep  his  nerve  over  rails  wet  with 
his  brother's  blood— I  do  expect  the  man 
to  keep  his  nerve  who  takes  the  Cannon 
Ball  out.  Especially  do  I  expect  it  to- 
night, for  I  look  for  nothing  less  than 
trouble.  And  I  wouldn't  envy  the  man 
who  brought  her  in  late,  even  if  the  angel 
that  headed  off  Balaam's  ass  stuck  his 
sword  in  a  tie  and  called  a  halt.  So  it's 
barely  possible  I  ain't  doing  you  so  much 
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of  a  favor  after  all."  He  gave  Madden  a 
sharp  look  out  of  his  little  gray  eyes. 
He  seemed  to  be  satisfied  with  what  he 
saw,  for  he  added  encouragingly,  "but  if 
that  train  goes  through  on  time  tonight, 
Larry,  I  have  an  idea  that  you  won't  bob- 
tail it  much  longer  on  the  Branch." 

McNeely  turned  and  entered  the  build- 
ing. The  Cannon  Ball  was  due  in  fifteen 
minutes,  and  he  knew  that  Madden  would 
be  ready.  "Larry  Madden  takes  out 
Number  One  tonight,"  he  said  to  the 
train  dispatcher.  As  the  latter  looked  up 


stone  upon  the  road.  Restless  passengers 
were  stretching  their  legs  alongside  the 
train.  Conductor  Larry  Madden  and  En- 
gineer Hank  Moody  were  comparing 
watches.  Above  them,  fresh  from  the 
round-house,  but  already  panting  with  ex- 
citement and  roaring  within  like  distant 
wind  storm  towered  the  mountain  of  iron 
and  steel  known  as  a  modern  passenger  lo- 
comotive—one  hundred  and  thirty  five  tons 
of  dead  weight,  yet  animated  by  an  energy 
— divine  or  demonical,  according  to  cir- 
cumstance— sufficient  to  hurl  it  and  its 
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with  the  least  surprise  the  superintendent 
added  complacently,  "If  ever  I  write  my 
memoirs  I  shall  begin  something  like 
this:  'Success  in  the  operating  depart- 
ment depends  largely  on  the  ability  to 
read  men.'  " 

A  truck  load  of  trunks  was  being  loaded 
into  the  baggage  car  of  the  Cannon  Ball, 
and  greasy  men  with  flaring  torches— it 
was  already  twilight  in  the  car  shed- 
were  clanging  her  wheels  with  hammers. 
They  were  looking  for  cracks  —  cracks 
containing  destruction  and  death  —  but 
they  worked  as  stolidly  as  men  breaking 


heavy  train  through  space  like  a  colossal 
shaft  of  granite  from  the  hand  of  a  giant. 

The  last  trunk  was  shot  into  the  car 
with  rivet-starting  violence,  and  Larry 
called  out  "Aboard!"  Then  with  another 
glance  at  his  watch— the  Cannon  Ball  had 
to  start  on  time  and  not  a  second  before— 
and  a  final  look  in  either  direction,  he 
raised  his  lantern  to  the  waiting  engineer. 
The  long,  varnished  line  of  wheeled 
palaces  with  their  twinkling  lights  moved 
slowly,  smoothly,  silently  ahead;  the 
young  Irishman  who  ten  years  before  was 
climbing  over  sleety  box  cars  while  other 
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people  slept,  for  forty  dollars  a  month, 
stepped  aboard  and  came  into  dominion 
over  some  four-hundred  fellow  beings 
and  a  ninety  thousand  dollar  train. 

It  was  a  train  upon  whose  punctuality 
unnumbered  thousands,  far  away  on  re- 
mote connecting  lines,  depended  as  they 
depended  upon  the  rising  of  the  sun.  In 
the  dim  light  of  the  morning  some  farm- 
er, per  chance,  with  a  weeping,  red- eyed 
girl  by  his  side,  would  urge  his  horse  a 
little  faster  toward  the  lonely  station; 
some  fireman  would  crowd  his  firebox  a 
little  fuller;  some  great  ship  on  the  dis- 
tant Pacific  coast  would  load  a  little 
faster— all  because  they  believed  the  Can- 
non Ball  would  be  on  time. 

Others  nearer  believed  in  her,  too.  The 
passengers  inside— smoking,  reading,  loll- 
ing in  their  luxurious  seats  or  fastidi- 
ously picking  among  the  delicacies  of  a 
repast  fit  for  kings — believed  in  her. 
They  rested  secure  in  the  hands  of  a 
great  system.  But  what,  in  fact,  was 
that  system,  officials  and  all,  once  the 
Cannon  Ball  was  turned  loose  into  the 
night?  A  lonely  switchman  was  here  and 
there,  with  the  key  of  life  or  death  in  his 
pocket,  according  as  he  was,  sober  or 
drunk,  awake  or  asleep;  a  man  called  an 
operator,  with  trained  lightning  at  his 
fingers'  ends;  the  smooth-faced  young 
fellow  who  called  for  tickets  in  a  respect- 
ful but  authoritative  tone,  and  swiftly 
checked  and  punched  and  tore  off  cou- 
pons, and  scanned  dim  date-stamps  and 
looked  for  the  blur  of  scalpers'  acids,  and 
patiently  answered  a  hundred  useless 
questions;  the  heavy-set  man  in  the  cab, 
whose  hand  rested  upon  the  trembling 
reverse  lever  and  whose  eye  looked 
straight  ahead  into  the  yellow,  dancing 
glow  of  the  headlight,  beyond  which  lay 
a  black,  unknown  gulf  as  full  of  terrors 
as  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

At  Leamington  the  operator  reported 
all  quiet  at  Coalport  and  the  other  af- 
fected mining  towns;  and  Larry,  now  that 
the  danger  to  the  Cannon  Ball  seemed 
remote,  telegraphed  Nora.  His  train  was 
due  at  Coalport  at  10:10  and  he  knew  that 
Nora  would  be  at  the  window  waiting  for 
his  lantern  signal  from  the  rear  of  the 
train  and  ready  to  answer  it  with  her 
lamp.  It  was  a  little  thing,  but  it  made 
him  happy. 


A  throng  of  through  passengers  got  or 
at  Leamington— the  junction  point  witl 
the  Southwestern  division— and  Larr] 
was  thirty  minutes  in  working  througt 
the  train.  Hot  and  tired— he  had  been  or 
duty  since  8  in  the  morning — he  steppec 
out  on  the  rear  platform  and  bared  hi: 
throbbing  brow  to  the  inrushing  air.  I 
was  a  night  for  banshees,  as  his  grand 
mother  at  Ballyshannon  would  have  said 
The  sky  wore  a  black,  scowling  face,  anc 
low  on  the  horizon  the  lightning  was 
leaping  up  in  noiseless,  impish  flashes. 

While  he  looked,  the  train  shot  by  t 
great  black  object  close  to  the  track.  Ii 
was  the  first  coal  chute  of  the  Black  Dia 
mond  district.  It  seemed  to  remind  Larn 
of  something,  for  he  grasped  his  lanten 
firmly,  set  his  lips  in  a  way  that  Non 
had  seldom  seen,  and  went  forward.  It 
the  third  car  ahead  he  stopped  at  a  sec 
tion  occupied  by  a  well-dressed  younj 
woman  with  a  most  remarkable  head  o: 
yellow  hair  and  great,  blue,  seraphi< 
eyes.  She  was  evidently  expecting  him 
as  were  also  the  occupants  of  the  neigh 
boring  sections,  for  she  started  nervousl] 
at  his  approach. 

"Madam,  have  you  found  your  tickei 
yet?"  he  asked,  in  a  cold,  official  tone. 

"I  have  not,  and  I  cannot!"  the  young 
woman  exclaimed,  arching  her  faultless 
brows  in  distress. 

"Nor  your  money?" 

"I  had  no  money,  I  told  you." 

Larry  scrutinized  her  for  a  moment 
sharply,  steadily  and  unblushingly.  Hei 
blue  eyes  shown  as  clearly  as  if  lightec 
with  fire  from  the  altar  of  Truth. 

"Then  I  shall  have  to  put  you  off,"  h< 
said.  His  lips  closed  as  conclusively  a: 
the  jaws  of  a  steel  trap. 

"Alone — in  the  dark— in  this  storm— ii 
the  woods?"  she  cried,  in  terror. 

"That  is  my  duty." 

As  he  reached  for  the  bell-cord  sht 
clapped  her  handkerchief  to  her  face  anc 
broke  into  the  most  piteous  sobs.  Then 
was  plenty  of  slack  in  the  cord  betweer 
Larry  Madden's  hand  and  Hank  Moody's 
bell,  and  Larry  would  have  lost  a  month's 
wages  rather  than  take  up  that  slack  and 
ring  the  bell.  But  who  could  know  thisi 
Certainly  not  the  sobbing  woman.  Cer- 
tainly not  the  big,  determined  looking 
man  who  suddenly  sprang  to  his  feet. 
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:ng  man,"  he  cried,  in  a  voice 
g  with  indignation,  "if  you  put 
.■Ipless  woman  off  I  go  with  her, 
y  fortune  is  at  her  disposal  to 
ite  this  road  for  your  inhuman 
t." 

'  knew  that  the  man  was  big  and 

ined  only  by  his  voice,  for  he  did 
his  eyes  from  the  bowed,  yellow 
"Once  more,   madam,  will  you 

he  repeated,  and  pulled  the  cord 

'  foot. 

fted  her  beautiful,  tearful  face  in 


hurried  down  the  aisle  after  him.  "Con- 
ductor, I  want  to  beg  your  pardon,"  he 
began,  in  a  voice  audible  to  everybody  in 
the  car.  "You  knew  your  business  bet- 
ter than  I  did  " 

He  got  no  further,  for  the  next  moment 
he  was  sprawling  on  the  floor.  A  terrible 
shudder  was  running  through  the  train; 
the  wheels  beneath  angrily  ground  the 
rails;  passengers  shot  forward  into  other 
passengers'  laps;  hats>  umbrellas  add 
grips  mysteriously  shook  off  their  inertia 
and  began  a  forward  movement.  Several 
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5peal,  but  the  freckled  band  upon 
d  came  down  still  another  foot, 
!  indignant  passengers  held  their 
for  the  whistle  of  the  air.  The 
loment  they  fairly  gasped.  The 
woman  dashed  away  her  sham 
ind  burst  into  a  ringing  laugh; 
urning  up  the  bottom  of  her  rich 
he  drew  a  roll  of  bills  from  a  cun- 
contrived  pocket. 
7  much  to  Springfield,  Mr.  Con- 
'"  she  asked,  in  the  tone  of  one 
aows  how  to  play  a  losing  game 
uanimity. 

arry  moved  away  the  big  man 


IS 


women  shrieked,  expecting  instant  death, 
but  Larry  Madden  knew  that  it  was  only 
an  emergency  stop. 

Two  colored  porters,  the  first  brake- 
man,  the  fireman  and  the  conductor 
reached  the  ground  at  about  the  same  in- 
stant. Twenty  seconds  later  they  stood 
at  the  head  of  the  engine  and  saw  by  the 
light  of  the  lanterns— the  headlight  was 
far  above— that  the  pilot  had  come  to  a 
rest  sin  inches  from  a  dark,  murderous- 
looking  heap  of  ties  laid  across  the  rails. 

There  was  no  confusion  or  hesitation. 
One  of  the  brakemen  ran  ahead  to  exam- 
ine the  immediate  track:  the  remainder 
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of  the  little  force  instantly  attacked  the 
obstruction.  Tie  after  tie  was  thrown 
into  the  ditch,  and  the  work  was  half 
done  when  a  spattering  of  shots  sudden- 
ly rang  out  from  the  dark  embankment 
above.  There  was  just  an  instant's  halt 
—an  instant's  threatening  of  a  stampede; 
then  Larry  Madden,  who  had  swung  tow- 
ards the  assassin's  cover,  swung  back 
back  again  as  quickly  and  took  hold  of 
another  tie,  with  Engineer  Moody  at  the 
other  end. 

In  less  than  a  minute,  perhaps,  the 
track  was  clear,  and  Hank  Moody  climb- 
ed back  to  his  high  seat.  He  had  dis- 
covered the  obstruction  by  a  timely  flash 
of  lightning.  There  might  very  easily  be 
another  obstruction  ahead;  there  would 
hardly  be  another  flash.  But  this  trifling 
consideration  did  not  alter  the  fact  that 
he  had  five  minutes  lost  time  to  make  up, 
and  that  nothing  short  of  eighty  miles  an 
hour  would  do  it.  No  wonder  his  hair 
was  gray  at  forty. 

Madden  reached  for  the  handrail  of  the 
smoker  as  the  train  moved  by  him,  but 
for  some  reason  missed  it.  Then  he  tried 
for  the  chair  car,  and  missed  that.  Shift- 
ing his  lantern,  he  tried  for  the  first 
sleeper— the  <  second— the  third— was  he 
bewitched?— and  caught  it.  It  happened 
to  be  the  car  containing  the  fair  imposter 
and  her  doughty  champion. 

"What  were  those  pistol  shots,  Conduc- 
tor?" asked  the  latter,  as  Larry  entered. 

For  answer  Conductor  Madden  reeled, 
threw  his  lantern  from  him  with  a  tankle 
of  shattered  glass,  and  fell  upon  his  face, 
showing  the  nearest  passengers  a  blood- 
stain on  the  back  of  his  coat. 
«      »*      *  ***** 

Nora  sat  at  the  window  of  her  child- 
hood home.  Near  her,  in  the  gloom— it 
was  too  hot  for  a  lamp— sat  her  old  moth- 
er, nodding  drowsily.  The  little  girl  lay 
on  a  cot  in  the  corner,  asleep.  The  cot- 
tage stood  alone,  the  last  outpost  of  the 
village.  A  stone's  throw  from  the  win- 
dow a  lonely  switch  lamp  glowed  in  the 
darkness  like  a  sleepless  eye;  beyond  this 
loomed  the  black  bodies  of  a  string  of 
box  cars. 

As  Nora  bent  over  the  window  sill,  with 
her  dark  hair  in  loose,  heavy  coils  on  her 
bare  neck,  and  looked  at  the  steel  bands 
which  led  to  Brandywine  and  home  and 


Larry,  her  eyes  shone  with  a  soft,  liqui 
light.   For  a  long  time  she  said  nothing 

"He's  just  about  going  to  bed  no* 
mither."  she  murmured  at  last. 

"Sure  and  he  might  be  doin'  worse, 
answered  the  old  woman  drowsily,  clos 
ing  her  eyes  again. 

"He's  looking  into  the  baby's  crib.nov. 
and  wishing  she  was  there,"  continue 
the  young  mother  softly,  as  much  to  hei 
self  as  to  the  other. 

"He's  wishin'  more  for  its  mither." 

Nora's  dark  eyes  suddenly  filled  wit 
tears.  She  was  not  unhappy.  It  was  onl 
because  she  loved  him,  and  was  not  wit! 
him.  The  next  moment  she  stole  acros 
the  room,  and,  kneeling,  laid  her  lips  t 
the  sleeping  child's,  and  held  them  ther 
while  its  regular,  warm,  sweet  breatl 
played  upon  her  cheek.  It  was  almos 
like  kissing  Larry. 

Her  mother  soon  went  to  bed,  but  Nor 
still  sat  at  the  window  and  watched  th 
lidless,  red  eye  of  the  switch  lamp.  Dowi 
the  track  a  little  way,  toward  the  station 
loomed  a  dark  mass.  Sometimes  sh 
watched  this  instead  of  the  lamp.  It  wa 
an  ugly,  shapeless  mass,  like  some  great 
stricken,  dead  thing.  It  was  a  dead  thinj 
—several  of  them.  At  the  bottom  of  thi 
heap  lay  a  dead  locomotive,  flat  on  it 
back,  with  its  round  feet  stiff  and  mo 
tionless  in  the  air,  like  some  noble  char 
ger  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  On  top  o 
it  lay  another  locomotive,  gashed  an« 
battered  and  crushed  out  of  all  semblanc 
to  its  kind.  On  top  of  this,  still,  a  bo: 
car  grotesquely  balanced  itself.  Not  lonj 
before  there  had  yet  been  another  dea< 
thing  in  the  heap,  but  it  now  lay  in  th< 
silent  baggage  room,  under  a  sheet.  En 
gineer  John  Powers,  it  had  been. 

That  awful  crash  and  the  agonized  crie: 
of  the  dying  man,  rapidly  growing  faint 
er  and  fainter,  still  rang  in  Nora's  ears 
and  her  eyes  turned  again  and  again,  ii 
a  kind  of  fascination,  toward  the  ghastl' 
spectacle.  How  her  heart  swelled  at  th< 
thought  that  it  was  not  Larry  who  lay  s< 
still  in  "the  station.  And  how  trivia 
seemed  her  tears  of  a  moment  befon 
compared  with  those  of  the  woman  nov 
mourning  the  loss  of  her  little  ones'  fa 
ther!  Sometimes  Larry  had  grumbled  a 
his  run  on  the  Branch  as  being  out  of  th< 
line  of  promotion.  She  thanked  God  to 
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night  that  his  ran  was  on  the  Branch. 
There  was  no  ruthless  miners  there. 

At  the  sound  of  rapid  footsteps  coming 
up  the  track  Nora  turned  her  head  in  a 
listening  attitude;  and  when  a  man  vault- 
ed over  the  low  paling  fence  she  arose 
with  a  thumping  heart.  Since  the  wreck 
her  heart  had  thumped  at  every  unusual 
sight  or  sound.  The  next  moment,  though, 
she  recognized  her  brother,  a  "student" 
at  Coalport  station,  and  doing  a  night 
turn— to  his  great  delight— during  the 
present  troubled  times. 

"What  is  it,  Mickey?"  called  Nora  soft- 
ly, so  as  not  to  waken  her  mother. 
"Aren't  you  on  tonight?" 

"Hooray!  Larry's  on  the  Cannon  Ball!" 
shouted  the  lad  exultantly.  "He  just  til- 
lygraphed  from  Leamington,  and  he'll 
wave  at  you  from  the  rear  car."  And  be- 
fore she  fairly  understood  he  was  gone. 

Nora  stood  bewildered  for  a  moment, 
and  then,  thinking  only  of  the  hideous 
pile  of  wreckage,  ran  to  her  mother's 
room.  "Mither!  Mither!"  she  cried;  "Lar- 
ry's on  the  Cannon  Ball." 

"Who  told  ye?"  demanded  the  old  lady. 

"Mickey.  Larry  telegraphed  from 
Leamington." 

"Sure  ye  ought  to  be  proud  of  the  b'y, 
then." 

"I  am,  I  am.  But— oh,  mither,  the 
miners!"  her  voice  broke,  and  laying  her 
head  upon  the  pillow,  she  clung  shiver- 
ingly  to  her  mother. 

But  not  for  long.  In  a  moment  she 
laughed  at  her  foolish  fears,  and  kissing 
her  mother  good  night  again,  returned  to 
the  sitting  room.  She  lighted  a  lamp,  so 
that  she  could  see  the  clock,  and  sat 
down  to  wait.  Half  an  hour  had  passed, 
and  she  had  lost  herself  in  reveries,  when 
she  suddenly  started  up  and  bent  for- 
ward. Her  quick  ear  had  caught  some 
sound.  Straining  into  the  darkness,  she 
made  out  two  loaded  flat  cars,  which  had 
stood  on  the  gravel  pit  siding  all  day, 
moving  slowly  and  almost  noiselessly 
down  the  gentle  grade.  They  reached 
the  switch,  rattled  their  tracks  a  little  as 
they  jolted  over  the  connections,  and 
passed  on  to  the  main  line.  There  they 
stopped,  through  no  visible  human 
agency,  like  two  sharp  *  spined  monsters 
lying  in  wait  for  their  prey.  Then*  all 
was  still  again— as  still  as  death. 


Several  seconds  passed  before  Nora 
grasped  the  full  significance  of  what  had 
happened.  When  she  did  grasp  it,  when 
she  realized  that  the  Cannon  Ball  was 
coming  on  to  destruction,  it  seemed  as  if 
her  mind  must  sink  under  its  burden.  To 
scream  for  her  mother,  to  ran  to  the  sta- 
tion and  give  the  alarm,  to  rash  out  and 
with  her  frail  body  try  to  push  the  flats 
back— these  futile  thoughts  first  flashed 
through  her  brain.  Then  her  stout  Irish 
heart  girded  itself  for  its  task. 

Leaping  to  her  feet,  she  glanced  at  the 
clock.  The  wreckers  had  timed  their 
work  well.  The  Cannon  Ball  was  due  in 
seven  minutes.  Without  the  loss  of  an 
instant,  Nora  snatched  the  matches  from 
the  little  tin  safe  on  the  wall,  slipped  out 
into  the  darkness,  crossed  the  little  gar- 
den, and  plunged  into  a  cornfield  beyond. 
To  elude  any  watching  miners,  she  crept 
along  in  a  crouching  position  for  a  hun- 
dred yards  or  more,  close  to  the  fence. 
Now  she  paused  to  harken  for  the  distant 
roar  of  the  train;  now  she  hurried  des- 
perately on.  The  sharp  blades  of  the 
corn  cut  her  face  and  hands;  the  black- 
berry bushes  tore  her  clothes  and  cruelly 
raked  her  ankles;  but  she  knew  nothing 
of  it.  And  it  was  not  breath,  but  time, 
precious  time  that  she  panted  for. 

At  the  end  of  the  cornfield,  she  at- 
tempted to  crawl  through  the  barb-wire 
fence  into  the  right-of-way.  The  delay 
was  maddening.  The  tenacious  barbs 
locked  themselves  in  her  hair,  snarled 
her  skirts  and  pierced  her  stockings.  But 
at  last  she  tore  herself  free  with  a  cry  of 
pain  and  ran  down  the  steep  bank  to  the 
track.  To  muffle  her  footfalls  she  kept 
in  the  grass  along  the  roadbed,  and  sped 
blindly  through  the  darkness.  Twenty 
yards  further  on  she  stepped  into  a  hole, 
pitched  forward  and  fell  heavily  upon  her 
face.  The  concussion  sent  the  matches 
flying  from  her  clenched  hand. 

For  a  moment  she  lay  half  senseless; 
then  struggling  to  her  knees,  she  groped 
fiercely,  madly,  in  the  grass  for  the  pre- 
cious matches.  She  found  half  of  them 
drenched  with  dew.  Arising  dizzily,  she 
stepped  between  the  rails  and  staggered 
on.  Still  stunned,  momentarily  expect- 
ing the  train  in  front,  fearing  pursuit 
from  behind  and  unable  to  see,  she  broke 
into  a  panic  stricken  flight.  She  stumbled 
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and  fell  half  a  dozen  times  in  as  many 
rods,  braising  her  body  and  gashing  her 
hands,  bat  clutching  her  matches  in  a 
desperate  grip.  Once,  falling  at  full 
length,  she  struck  her  shoulder  against  a 
rail,  and  believed  she  had  broken  it. 
Blindly  crossing  a  cattle-guard,  a  little 
further  on,  she  slipped  on  a  treacherous 
footing,  and  one  of  her  limbs  passed  be- 
tween the  ties  as  far  up  as  her  knees. 
Wrenching  the  blistered  member  out, 
with  a  little  whimper,  she  limped  on  and 
passed  the  companion  guard  in  safety. 

Here  she  paused,  well-nigh  exhausted; 
and,  looking  backward,  listened  for 
sounds  of  pursuit.  There  were  none. 
The  night  was  still  and  peaceful  as  if 
strikes  and  wrecks  and  deeds  of  blood 
•were  but  dim  memories  of  a  barbaric 
past;  the  stars  burned  softly  overhead;  a 
farm  house  on  a  neighboring  slope  slept 
in  darkness. 

She  turned.  Far,  far  up  the  track  she 
saw  a  twinkling  light,  not  unlike  a  bright 
star  upon  the  horizon.  It  was  the  Cannon 
Ball.  Though  it  seemed  motionless,  like 
a  star,  she  knew  that  it  was,  also  like  a 
star,  sweeping  grandly,  majestically 
along  in  its  appointed  course,  uncon- 
scious of  danger  ahead.  She  alone  stood 
between  it  and  the  death-trap  behind  her. 
If  the  matches  should  fail  to  burn!  If 
she  should  faint!  If— she  shook  off  the 
horrible  fears.  Laughing,  crying,  wring- 
ing her  hands,  swaying  dizzily,  whisper- 
ing Larry's  name  over  and  over  to  keep 
from  going  mad,  she  loosened  her  petti- 
coat, stepped  out  of  it,  seized  it  and— 
waited. 

She  waited  until  the  star  up  the  track 
had  become  a  round  faced  moon,  until 
the  rails  at  her  feet  were  humming  like 
bees  in  clover;  then  she  stooped  to  kindle 
the  signal.  The  first  match  failed  upon 
the  wet  rail.  The  second  broke  off  short. 
The  third  flared  brightly  for  an  instant 
and  went  out.  With  a  cry  that  must 
have  reached  and  touched  the  hearts  of 
the  watching  host  above— "O  God!"— she 
struck  the  fourth.  It  crackled— fizzled— 
sputtered  with  dampness— then  flamed 
brightly  up.  A  moment  later  Nora  was 
was  waving  her  blazing  petticoat  in  the 
air. 

It  seemed  an  eternity  before  two  short 
blasts  of  the  whistle  announced  that  the 


signal  was  seen.  Even  then  the  blinding 
headlight  seemed  to  lose  none  of  its  speed, 
but  continued  to  sweep  along  with  the 
irresistibility  of  a  lost  comet.  But  it  was 
only  seeming.  The  ponderous  machine 
thundered  by  Nora,  shaking  the  earth, 
struggling  nobly  with  its  awful  momentum 
and  throwing  a  blue  stream  of  fire  from 
each  locked  driver.  Nora  felt  its  hot 
breath,  saw  the  fireman  banging  from  his 
window  far  above,  and  then— marvel  of. 
air !— the  train  was  at  rest.  Fifteen  sec- 
onds later  she  found  herself  the  centre  of 
a  circle  of  eager  faces  lighted  by  a  flaring 
torch— the  soot-streaked  engineer,  his 
pallid  fireman,  the  black  porters  and 
others. 
"Where's  Larry?" 

Her  voice  rang  out  sharp  and  clear.  For 
an  instant  there  was  silence ;  then  a  voice 
answered,  "He's  inside,  ma'am." 

*'  Inside !"  she  cried,  turning  so  quickly 
that  the  speaker  fell  back  a  little.  "  With 
his  train  flagged  down  ?  Then  he's  dead." 

"  Not  dead,  ma'am,  but  hurt,"  answered 
the  spokesman. 

It  was  the  rear  brakeman.  Without 
further  words  he  led  her  to  the  drawing- 
room  in  which  Larry  lay.  A  professional- 
looking  man  in  his  shirt  sleeves  stood  by 
the  berth. 

"Tell  him  at  once,  madam,  what  has 
happened,"  said  the  physician. 

Nora  knelt  to  do  so,  taking  Larry's 
nerveless  hand  in  hers.  To  hear  better, 
he  turned  his  head  a  little.  The  act  un- 
covered a  pink  spot  upon  the  pillow  where 
his  lips  had  lain.  Nora  turned  pale,  but 
told  her  story  unfalteringly  and  to  the 
point.  Larry  listened  silently  and  then 
motioned  the  waiting  brakeman  nearer. 

"Push  flats  down  to  station— sidetrack 
'em  there.  Tell  operator— my  wife  make 
run  with  me— tell  her  mother.  Quick !" 

The  slow,  labored  words,  the  dull  eyes, 
the  tired,  dropping  lids,  were  too  much 
for  Nora;  and  laying  one  arm  tenderly 
across  her  stricken  husband's  body,  she 
hid  her  face  in  the  sheet  and  began  to  sob. 
Larry  laid  his  hand  upon  the  dark,  dis- 
heveled head  and  looked  appealingly  at 
the  physician. 

"Madam,"  said  the  doctor,  "he  won't 
consent  to  be  put  off.  The  ride  won't  do 
him  any  good,  but  I  think  the  care  he'll 
get  in  Springfield  will  offset  that.  He's 
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going  to  live— I'll  stake  my  reputation. 
He's  the  kind  that  lives." 

The  occupants  of  the  drawing- room  had 
scarcely  spoken  for  an  hoar  and  a  half. 
The  only  sound  was  the  dull  roar  of  the 
wheels  as  the  train  plunged  through  the 
night.  The  doctor  was  dozing;  Nora  was 
watching  Larry;  Larry,  with  sleepless 
eyes,  was  watching  her— her  and  the  door. 
At  the  sound  of  a  step  his  face  brightened. 
It  was  the  brakeman. 

"On  time,  sir !"  he  said. 

Larry  smiled,  closed  his  eyes,  and  slept. 

The  Cannon  Ball  ran  under  the  Spring- 
field shed  at  12:17.  While  friends,  parents 
and  children  were  being  restored  to  one 
another's  anxious  arms— the  news  had 
been  wired  ahead— and  while  reporters 


were  busy  with  their  pencils  among  the 
notables,  an  ambulance  quietly  drew  away 
from  the  rear  of  the  train.  In  it  lay  Larry 
Madden.  A  hack  followed.  In  it  were 
Nora  Madden  and  the  doctor.  Two  figures 
were  left— the  rear  brakeman  and  a  greasy, 
stout  individual  in  overalls.  The  greasy, 
stout  individual  was  Hank  Moody,  and  he 
had  just  made  a  large,  circular  notch  with 
his  teeth  in  a  brown-colored  plug  of  some- 
thing, which  he  carefully  returned  to  his 
hip  pocket.  Then  he  turned  a  thoughtful 
eye  upon  the  overcoat  heavens.  Was  he 
thinking  by  how  little  his  spirit  had  twice 
that  night  escaped  a  flight  through  the 
great  vault  ? 

"Rain  before  morning,  Eddy.  Good- 
bye!" was  what  he  said. 


The  editor  of  the  British  and  South 
African  Export  Gazette  has  been  stirring 
up  the  British  and  South  African  public 
on  the  fact  that  American  manufacturers 
are  making  rapid  headway  in  the  mar- 
kets of  Africa.  In  a  letter  to  the  leading 
publication  in  London,  and  republished 
in  the  British  and  South  African  Export 
Gazette  of  November,  1900,  just  received 
by  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statistics,  he 
says: 

"For  the  information  of  your  readers, 
I  append  herewith  a  lengthy  list  of  some 
orders  lately  executed,  or  now  being  ex- 
ecuted in  America  for  Cape  Colony.  My 
data  may  not  be.  exact  as  to  quantities, 
etc.,  but  the  fact  remains  that  such  or- 
ders have  been,  or  are  in  process  of  be- 
ing, executed : 

"In  December,  1897,  American  makers 
had  in  hand  orders  for  60  saloon  carriages 
for  the  equipment  of  the  eastern  section 
of  the  Cape  Government  railway,  and  in 
that  month  six  50-ton  locomotives  were 
delivered  at  the  Cape  Government  rail- 
way works  from  the  Baldwin  works  of 
Messrs.  Burnham,  Williams  &  Co.,  Phil- 
adelphia. 

"In  March,  1896,  six  improved  Pullman 
cars  were  landed  at  Cape  Town  for  the 
Cape  Government  railway. 


"In  July,  1900,  several  Baldwin  locomo- 
tives were  delivered  at  Cape  Town  in  part 
completion  of  Cape  Government  con- 
tracts. In  that  month,  according  to  the 
general  manager  of  the  Cape  Govern- 
ment railways,  there  were  still  39  engines 
and  about  160,000  pounds  sterling  worth 
of  trucks  and  other  rolling  stock  on  or- 
der in  England  and  America.  Four  en- 
gines, built  by  Messrs.  Dickson  &  Co., 
Philadelphia,  for  the  Selati  railway,  have 
been  acquired  by  the  Cape  Government, 
and  are  now  running  on  the  Wynberg 
branch. 

"In  September,  1900,  the  Union  Switch 
and  Signal  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  U.  S.  A., 
had  in  hand  a  large  order  for  special 
frogs  and  switches  for  the  Cape  Govern- 
ment railways,  and  several  side  tank  en- 
gines from  the  Baldwin  works  were  daily 
expected  to  be  delivered  at  Cape  Town 
for  the  railways. 

"In  September,  1900,  the  Pressed  Steel 
Car  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  U.  S.  A.,  had  in 
hand  an  order  for  the  Cape  Government 
railways  for  several  steel  platform  cars 
of  40  tons  capacity. 

"Apart  from  these  items  it  is  signifi- 
cant that  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1890,  the  United  States  of  America  ship- 
ped 40,691  tons  of  steel  rails  to  South 
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Africa  (value  160,000  pound  sterling) ,  as 
against  3,105  tons  (value  13,141  pounds 
sterling)  in  the  previous  year.  In  the  es- 
timates of  the  Cape  Government  for  the 
current  year  the  sum  of  645,802  pounds 
sterling  is  put  down«for  rolling  stock,  lo- 
comotives, etc.,  but  nothing  is,  of  course, 
said  as  to  where  these  large  orders  will 
be  placed. 

"I  do  not  altogether  blame  the  Cape 
Colony  for  thus  diverting  a  large  share 
of  its  orders  to  other  countries,  for  it  is 
notorious,  as  Sir  Walter  Peace  has  re- 
marked, that,  as  time  is  now  the  essence 
of  the  contract,  British  engineering  firms 
have  been  and  are  unable  to  accept  them, 
the  work  already  in  hand  being  more  than 
they  can  overtake.  Price,  too,  is  an  im- 
portant factor,  and  especially  is  this  so 
with  railway  material,  locomotives  and 
trucks,  which  cost  considerably  less  in 
the  United  States  than  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  It  is,  however,  impossible  to 
overlook  the  fact  that  many  important  or- 
ders have  gone  to  America  from  the  Cape 
that  could  have  been  placed  in  this  coun- 
try had  efforts  been  made  to  this  end; 
and,  rightly  or  wrongly,  a  suspicion  ex- 
ists in  the  minds  of  manufacturers  that 
is  entirely  due  to  the  anti-British  tenden- 
cies of  some  of  the  Cape's  officials. 
Whatever  the  reason,  the  Empire  at  large 
will  agree  that  it  is  disgraceful  other 
countries  should  reap  the  advantage  of 
the  unparalleled  sacrifices  we  have  made 
in  the  Boer  war;  and  while  admitting 
that  governments,  like  individuals,  must 
be  guided  by  business  prudence,  it  will 
certainly  be  lamentable  if  every  effort  be 
not  strained  to  check  the  tendency  to  fa- 
vor the  foreign  manufacturer  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  British  competitors. 

There  is  one  way  whereby  the  tender 
system  leads  to  the  diversion  of  orders 
to  America,  even  despite  the  good  inten- 
tions of  the  Colonial  Government.  This 
is  in  case  where  no  stipulations  are  in- 
serted in  the  contracts  that  the  material 
employed  shall  be  ordered  of  British 
manufacturers.  Quite  recently  an  order 
for  rails  for  a  natal  municipality  tound  its 
way  to  the  Lorain  Steel  Co.,  Johnstown, 
Pa. ,  in  this  way— wholly ,  it  is  permissi- 
ble to  believe,  against  the  intentions  of 
the  municipal  authorities,  and  possibly 
against  the  intentions  of  the  contractors, 


who  had  probably  based  their  estimate 

on  the  lower  American  cost." 

«  * 

# 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  exports  of 
boots  and  shoes  from  the  United  States 
is  attracting  the  attention  of  the  manu- 
facturing world  and  of  the  representa- 
tives in  the  United  States  of  the  manu- 
facturing countries  of  the  world.  The 
British  commercial  agent  in  the  United 
States  has  forwarded  to  his  home  gov- 
ernment a  statement  regarding  the  ex- 
portation of  boots  and  shoes  from  the 
United  States,  in  which  he  cites  the  fig- 
ures relating  to  our  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  British  West  Indies,  Austral- 
asia and  Africa,  and  says:  "A  glance  at 
these  figures  will  show  how  American- 
made  boots  and  shoes  are  being  pushed 
with  success  in  places  where  British- 
made  goods  ought  to  have  practically  the 
monopoly." 

This  report,  a  copy  of  which  has 
reached  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics through  the  British  Board  of  Trade 
Journal,  shows  that  the  exports  of  boots 
and  shoes  during  the  twelve  months  end- 
ing December  31,  1900,  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  British  West  Indies,  British 
Australasia  and  British  Africa  from  the 
United  States  have  grown  from  /142.328 
in  1898  to  ^323,308  in  1899,  and  ^426,124  in 
1900  and  that  the  exports  of  a  similar 
character  from  the  United  Kingdom  to 
British  West  Indies,  British  Australasia 
and  South  Africa  have  slightly  decreased 
meantime,  being  in  1898,  ,£1,092,094;  in 
1899,  /1 ,001,927,  and  in  1900,  £1,075,478. 

Commenting  on  this  growth  of  Ameri- 
can sales  in  British  territory  and  ab- 
sence of  growth  of  British  sales  in  the 
same  territory,  the  report  says: 

"Why  this  state  of  affairs  should  be 
possible  is  not,  at  first  sight,  quite  clear. 
It  means,  either  the  American  made  arti- 
cle is  cheaper  than  the  British  made  one, 
or  that  it  is  of  better  quality.  Taking  it 
for  granted  that  the  British  boots  and 
shoes  are  not  inferior  to  those  of  Ameri- 
ca, there  must  be  some  important  reason 
why  the  latter  should  cost  less  than  the 
former.  That  America  is  a  large  export- 
er of  leather  to  the  United  Kingdom 
shows  that  they  can  manufacture  it 
cheaper.  Considering  that  so  much  of 
the  raw  material  has  to  be  imported  into 
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Jnited  States  by  the  tanners,  there 
is  no  reason  why  leather  should  not 
tanufactured  as  cheap  or  cheaper  in 
[Jnited  Kingdom.  This  applies  es- 
illy  to  the  finer  qualities  such  as  pat- 
eather,  glazed  kid,  and  others.  There 
i  doubt  that  as  far  as  certain  class 
er  is  concerned,  America  possesses 
iderable  natural  advantages.  There 
plentiful  supplies  of  suitable  bark 
ing  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
try,  and  the  tanneries  have  been 
:d  at  no  Kreat  distance  from  it.  The 
ock  bark,  which  is  that  most  used  for 
Ing  sole  leather,  is  obtained  from  the 
t  situated  in  the  States  of  Wiscon- 
nd  Michigan.  It  is  also  found  in 
York  State  and  Pennsylvania,  but 
upply  is  rapidly  diminishing.  For 
ng  the  liner  qualities  of  leather 
icals  and  extracts  are  used,  a  large 
tity  of  which  is  imported, 
he  United  States  is  a  large  importer 
ies.  There  were  imported  during 
year  ended  December  31,  1900, 
>7,924  hides,  valued  at  ^10,748,007,  of 
f>  1.^,792,232,  valued  at  ^3,815,987, 
hides  of  cattle  which  pay  import 
of  15  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  69,- 
i6,  valued  at  /3.960.320,  were  goat 
:,  which  are  admitted  free  of  duty, 
le  total  imports,  124,255,264,  valued  at 
1,707,  came  from  Europe,  and  6,212,- 
■alued  at  .£2,191,451,  came  from  the 
Indies. 

hose  in  the  trade  will  doubtless  be 
to  say  whether  the  disadvantages  of 
ig  to  import  this  quantity  of  hides, 
^ing  them  from  such  great  distances 
paying  15  per  cent  duty,  paying 
it  wages  than  are  customary  in  Eu- 
and  heavy  railway  and  steamer 
hts,  are  compensated  for  by  getting 
per  bark;  if  not,  there  must  be  some- 
;  in  the  process  of  tanning  that  en- 
i  the  American  tanners  to  compete 
other  countries  in  their  own  mar- 
Needless  to  say,  only  the  latest 
ovements  in  the  general  process  of 
ing  are  employed  in  the  United 
;s.  It  is  the  use  of  so  much  im- 
»d  machinery  that  enables  the  Amer- 
manufacturer  to  turn  out  such  large 
tities,  and  do  it  so  cheaply, 
merican  manufacturers  are  going  to 
i  a  bid  for  the  South  American  boot 


trade,  as  well  as  the  European  and  Co- 
lonial. There  is  also  some  talk  of  an 
American  factory  being  started  in  the 
City  of  Mexico. 

"Practically  the  whole  of  the  boots  and 
shoes  made  in  the  United  States  came 
formerly  from  the  factories  situated  in 
the  east,  Boston  being  the  center.  Lat- 
terly, however,  tanneries  have  sprung  up 
further  west,  about  Chicago  especially, 
so  as  to  be  near  the  supply  of  hemlock 
bark.  The  boot  and  shoe  factories  have 
naturally  followed  suit,  and  consequent- 
ly a  considerable  portion  of  the  trade  has 
been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  eastern 
makers,  and  they  in  turn  have  been  oblig- 
ed to  look  for  other  markets  where  they 
can  dispose  of  their  goods.  It  is  there- 
fore from  that  quarter  that  British  manu- 
facturers must  look  for  the  severest  com- 
petition. It  has  been  suggested  that  a 
combination  of  American  manufacturers 
should  erect  in  different  parts  of  the 
world  large  warehouses  in  which  could 
be  stored  the  different  kinds  and  sizes  of 
boots  and  shoes  so  that  retailers  could 
replenish  their  stocks  as  often  and  when 
they  required  it.  The  advantages  of 
such  a  plan,  should  it  be  carried  out, 

would  be  considerable." 

•  * 
* 

A  picture  of  the  world's  commerce  in 
1900  is  presented  in  some  figures  just  pub- 
lished by  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics as  a  part  of  the  monthly  summary  of 
commerce  and  finance.  It  shows  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  twenty  of  the  prin- 
cipal countries  of  the  world  down  to  the 
latest  attainable  date,  in  many  cases  in- 
cluding the  final  month  for  the  year  1900. 
The  figures  in  most  cases  are  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  fiscal  year  which  had  expired 
at  the  latest  date  for  which  the  figures 
can  be  obtained,  and  compare  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  this  latest  term  in 
question  with  the  corresponding  months 
of  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  showing  the 
increase  or  decrease  of  imports  or  ex- 
ports in  each  case. 

The  figures  are  especially  interesting  in 
the  opportunity  which  they  offer  to  com- 
pare the  present  condition  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  various  countries  with  that 
of  one  year  ago,  and  to  compare  the 
growth  of  our  own  commerce  with  that  of 
other  countries.   In  the  latter  opportu- 
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nity  the  figures  are  particularly  gratify* 
ing.  They  show  that  the  exports  of  the 
United  States  in  the  seven  months  end- 
ing with  January,  1901,  increased  just 
$100,000,000  over  the  corresponding  months 
of  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  while  those 
of  the  United  Kingdom  in  'the  same 
months  increased  just  $50,000,000  over 
the  corresponding  months  of  the 
preceding  year.  Germany's  increase 
in  exports  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  with  December  is  $49,000,000  over 
the  year  1899,  while  France  shows  a  de- 
crease of  $14,000,000  in  1900  as  compared 
with  the  year  1899.  Argentina,  during  the 
nine  months  ending  with  September, 
1900,  shows  an  increase  of  $5,000,000  in 
exports  over  the  same  months  of  the  pre- 
ceding year;  Austria-Hungary,  in  the 
calendar  year  1900,  shows  an  increase  of 
$10,000,000  over  1899;  Belgium  shows  a  de- 
crease of  $12,000,000  in  the  calendar  year 
1900,  compared  with  1899;  Canada,  for  the 
five  months  ending  with  November,  shows 
an  increase  of  $12,000,000;  Mexico,  in  the 
four  months  ending  with  October,  an  in- 
crease of  $4,500,000;  Russia,  in  the  ten 
months  ending  with  October,  an  increase 
of  $38,000,000;  British  India,  in  the  seven 
months  ending  with  October,  a  decrease 
of  $15,000,000;  Italy  in  the  eleven  months 
ending  with  November,  a  decrease  of 
$16,000,000;  and  Spain,  in  the  eleven 
months  ending  with  November,  1900,  a 
decrease  of  $6,000,000. 

Turning  to  the  import  side,  the  figures 
also  show  a  satisfactory  condition  with 
reference  to  the  United  States,  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  other  countries 
presented.  In  the  seven  months  ending 
with  January,  1901,  the  imports  into  the 
United  States  were  $28,000,000  less  than 
those  of  the  same  months  of  the  preced- 
ing fiscal  year,  while  those  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  that  time  showed  an  increase 
of  $27,000,000.  Austria-Hungary  shows  in 
the  full  year  1900  an  increase  in  imports 
of  $15,000,000;  Belgium,  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, a  decrease  of  $10,000,000;  France,  in 
the  full  year  1900,  a  decrease  of  $22,000,- 
000;  Germany,  in  the  same  period,  an  in- 
crease of  $18,000,000;  Italy,  in  the  eleven 
months  ending  with  November;  an  in- 
crease of  $10,000,000;  Mexico,  in  the  four 
months  ending  with  October,  an- increase 
of  $2,000,000   over    the  corresponding 


months  of  the  preceding  year;  and  Spain 
in  the  eleven  months  ending  with  Novem- 
ber, a  decrease  of  $5,000,000  as  compared 
with  the  same  months  of  1899.  For  the 
seven  months  ending  with  July,  1900,  the 
Philippine  Islands  show  an  increase  in 
imports  of  over  $2,000,000,  and  in  exports 
of  nearly  $6,000,000. 

#  # 
* 

The  commercial  record  of  the  United 
States  in  the  calendar  year  1900  will  sur- 
pass that  of  any  preceding  year,  both  in 
exports  and  in  the  excess  of  exports  over 
imports,  or  "favorable  balance  of  trade," 
as  this  excess  is  usually  termed.  The 
imports  will  be  slightly  below  those  of 
one  or  two  preceding  years,  and  when 
considered  in  their  relation  to  population  r 
show  a  smaller  importation  for  each  in- 
dividual than  at  almost  any  other  period 
in  many  years.  Basing  the  estimate  for 
the  year  upon  the  eleven  months'  actual 
figures  already  received  by  the  Treasury 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  it  seems  probable 
that  the  exports  of  the  calendar  year  190O 
will  reach  about  $1,470,000,000  and  the  im- 
ports $825,000,000,  making  the  excess  of 
exports  over  imports,  or  favorable  bal- 
ance of  trade,  $645,000,000,  a  sum  greater 
by  $25,000,000  than  that  of  any  preceding 
year.  It  is  only  since  1873  that  the  ex- 
ports have  with  any  regularity  exceeded 
the  imports  or  produced  the  favorable 
balance  of  trade  which  has  almost  con- 
tinuously characterized  our  commerce  dur- 
ing the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  Yet  it 
remained  for  the  closing  year  of  the  cen- 
tury to  present  not  only  the  highest 
figures  of  exports,  but  the  highest  record 
of  excess  of  exports  over  imports,  or  favor- 
able balance  of  trade  in  the  history  of  our 
commerce. 

Considering  the  exports  alone,  it  may 
be  said  that  for  the  calendar  year  1900 
they  will  be  double  those  of  the  calendar 
year  1883,  three  times  those  of  1872,  four 
times  those  of  1863,  and  five  times  as 
much  as  in  1869.  On  the  import  side  the 
figures  are  less  imposing.  They  will- 
aggregate  for  the  year  about  $825,000,000,. 
against  $840,000,000  in  the  calendar  year 
1892,  when  they  reached  the  high- water 
mark  of  the  century's  imports. 

Considering  the  commerce  from  the  per 
capita  standpoint,  the  contrast  between 
the  import  and  export  figures  is  even 
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e  phenomenal .  Following  the  records 
ur  commerce  back  to  1870,  it  is  fonnd 
:  the  imports  when  considered  in  the 
t  of  the  actual  population,  have  de- 
ised  rather  than  increased,  while  the 
capita  of  exports  has  enormously  in- 
ised.  In  1870  the  population  was  38,558,- 
ind  the  imports  $461,132,058,  an  average 
capita  of  $11.96.  In  1880  and  1890  the  per 
ita  was  a  little  over  $13;  in  1895  it  had 
sn  to  $11.47,  and  in  1900  will  be  about 
30.  This  shows  a  slight  decrease  per 
ita  comparing  1900  with  1870,  and  a 
erial  decrease  comparing  1900  with 

or  1890.  On  the  export  side  the  in- 
ise  is  even  more  striking.  In  1870  the 
orts  per  capita  amounted  to  $10.46;  in 
,  to  $12.26;  in  1890,  to  $13.69,  and  in 

will  be  about  $19.42.  Thus  the  im- 
:s  show  since  1870  a  slight  reduction 
capita,  while  the  exports  have  almost 
bled  per  capita  during  the  same 
od. 

:>nsidering  the  question  of  excess  of 
arts  over  imports,  or  favorable  bal- 
s  of  trade,  from  the  per  capita  stand- 
it,  the  development  is  startling.  In 

imports  exceeded  exports  by  $57,546,- 

and  the  excess  of  imports  over  ex- 
:s  amounted  to  $1.50  per  capita.  By 

the  balance  had  turned  in  our  favor, 
amounted  to  only  seventeen  cents  per 
ita.  By  1885  it  amounted  to  $1.79  per 
ita,  and  in  1900  will  amount  to  about 
)  per  capita.  Thus  in  the  thirty  years 

balance  of  trade  has  gone  from  a 
us  quantity  of  $1.50  per  capita  to  a 

s  quantity  of  $8.50  per  capita. 

*  * 
* 

sarly  a  half  million  people  from  other 
:s  of  the  world  have  come  into  the 
ted  States  during  the  year  1900,  seek- 
permanent  homes.  The  details  of  the 
ligration  during  the  ten  months  end- 
with  October,  gathered  by  the  Immi- 
:ion  Bureau  and  published  by  the 
eau  of  Statistics,  indicate  that  the 
ligration  for  the  calendar  year  will 
h  about  460,000.    Of  this  number, 

Here  is  the  face  of  my  lady. 

Her  face  with  its  smile  divine: 
Her  eyes  with  their  grave  intentnesB. 

And  their  shy.  proud  look  at  mine. 

O  month,  yon  are  firm  yet  tender. 
Your  tones  may  be.cold  or  mild; 


more  than  100,000  come  from  Austria 
Hungary,  another  100,000  from  Italy,  and 
nearly  another  100,000  from  Russia;  while 
the  United  Kingdom  furnishes  more  than 
50,000,  of  which  number  40,000  are  from 
Ireland.  Of  the  460,000  immigrants,  fully 
450,000  come  from  Europe,  while  but  about 
4,000,  or  less  than  one  per  cent,  come 
from  the  tropics. 

The  indisposition  of  man  in  his  mi- 
grations to  select  a  colder  country  than 
that  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed,  if 
distinctly  perceptible  in  the  history  of 
our  immigration.  In  all  the  years  in 
which  detailed  records  of  the  country  of 
origin  of  the  millions  of  immigrants  who 
have  into  the  United  States  have  been 
carefully  kept,  the  tropics  have  seldom 
sent  an  average  of  more  than  one  per 
cent  of  the  people  seeking  permanent 
homes  in  the  United  States.  This  fact  is 
especially  emphasized,  however,  by  the 
record  of  the  year  just  ended,  since  it 
offers  the  first  opportunity  to  observe 
whether  or  not  the  citizens  of  the  islands 
now  controlled  by  the  United  States,  in- 
dicate a  disposition  to  transfer  their  resi- 
dence to  this  country.  The  fact  that  dur- 
ing that  year  the  immigration  from 
Oceanica,  India,  Arabia,  Africa,  South 
America,  Central  America  and  the  West 
Indies— combined— the  entire  tropical  ter- 
ritory of  the  world— amounts  to  less  than 
4,000  people,  or  less  than  one  per  cent  of 
the  total  immigration,  indicates  the  un- 
willingness of  the  average  citizen  of 
tropical  lands  to  transfer  his  residence  to 
even  so  mild  a  climate  as  that  which  the 
southern  part  of  the  United  States  offers. 
The  further  fact  that  during  the  year  1900 
the  total  number  of  immigrants  coming 
from  the  Hawaiian  and  Philippine  Islands 
into  the  United  States  was  less  than  250, 
indicates  still  further  the  unpopularity  of 
a  climate  such  as  our  own,  even  when 
joined  with  the  material  prosperity  such 
as  exists  in  no  other  part  of  the  world, 
with  natives  of  the  tropics. 


Yon  may  keep  back  a  daring  lover. 
Yet  comfort  a  erievinz  child. 

Yon  are  pnre  and  fair  as  the  lilies; 

Yon  are  bright  as  the  July  sun; 
You  are  grave  and  gay  by  flashes; 

You  are  woman  and  saint  in  one. 

—P.  M.  Carter. 
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AAAAA'S  PBCTUREo 

BY  cleo  m'cann,  (Age  14.) 


"Mother,  rest  assured  I  will  not  be  cap- 
tured. I  wanted  to  see  you  and  could  not 
resist  the  temptation  to  come." 

"Yes,  my  dear  Alvan,  I  am  glad  to  see 
you,  but  I  do  not  want  you  to  place  your- 
self in  danger  for  my  sake." 

The  last  speaker  was  a  thin,  pale  wo- 
man about  fifty  years  of  age.  She  had 
been  dangerously  ill  for  many  weeks,  and 
her  son,  a  confederate  spy,  had  come 
home  to  see  her  for  the  last  time,  and  he 
sat  quietly  by  the  bedside  holding  the 
thin,  white  hand. 

A  tall  girl  of  nineteen  entered  bearing 
a  tray  of  delicacies  for  the  sick  woman. 
Her  eyes  were  large  and  brown,  and  her 
hair  fell  in  nut-brown  ringlets  far  below 
her  waist.  She  looked  like  a  fairy  as  she 
flitted  about  arranging  things  for  the 
comfort  of  the  invalid. 

"I  have  prepared  something  for  you 
here  mamma,  which  I  wish  you  will  try 
to  eat.  Brother  Alvan  will  assist  you," 
she  said,  arranging  the  pillows  under  her 
head  and  kissing  her  mother  tenderly. 

Alvan  and  Lorraine  were  orphans. 
Their  father,  a  lieutenant  in  the  confed- 
erate service,  had  lost  his  life  in  battle, 
and  they  were  now  alone.  Alvan  had 
taken  up  the  hazardous  duty  of  a  spy  and 
was  even  now  being  hunted  as  he  sat 
within  his  own  home  attending  the  wants 
of  his  mother.  He  realized  the  great 
danger  he  was  incurring  in  thus  coming 
to  his  home,  but  love  of  mother  and  sister 
were  too  deep  to  keep  him  away. 

"Sister,"  said  Alvan,  "take  good  care 
of  mother,  and  if  it  is  God's  will  He  may 
spare  her  to  us  a  little  longer." 

Lorraine  had  often  said,  "Oh,  Alvan,  if 
you  should  be  captured  and  shot  as  a  spy 
it  would  break  my  heart." 

Scarcely  bad  be  finished  speakingwhen 
a  squad  of  federal  soldiers  rode  up  to  the 
door.  Quick  as  a  flash  Lorraine  sprang 
up,  seized  a  gun  and  planted  herself  in 
the  doorway.  She  knew  the  sentence  of  a 
spy  was  death. 

She  now  saw  her  brother  was  in  great 
danger,  and  she  determined  to  help  him 
as  best  she  could. 

Major  Russell,  who  was  in  command  of 
the  squad,  bowed  and  said  his  soldiers 


were  to  search  the  house  for  a  confeder- 
ate spy.  Three  soldiers  started  to  enter, 
but  the  brave  girl  raised  her  gun  and 
said: 

"Advance  and  I  fire;  my  mother  is  lying 
sick  and  it  would  frighten  her  to  see  your 
soldiers  in  the  house." 

The  soldiers  heeded  her  not,  but  un- 
wisely started  to  enter.  The  girl  fired; 
the  bullet  whizzed  close  to  Major  Rus- 
sell's head  and  buried  itself  in  the  trunk 
of  an  old  tree.  He  called  the  soldiers 
back;  they  withdrew  to  a  short  distance 
to  decide  upon  some  strategetic  course. 
Of  course  the  soldiers  could  easily  have 
overpowered  her,  but  they  were  too  hon- 
orable to  treat  a  woman  in  that  manner. 
Lorraine  stood  firmly,  with  the  gun  in  her 
hand,  her  dark  eyes  flashing  threateningly. 
Just  then  a  faint  moan  came  from  the  bed; 
the  girl,  forgetting  the  soldiers,  dropped 
the  gun  and  sprang  to  her  mother's  bed- 
side. Major  Russell  and  another  officer 
then  entered.  The  mother  inquired  why 
they  were  there,  and  Lorraine  told  her 
they  were  two  tired,  hungry  soldiers,  who 
stopped  for  food. 

The  officer  searched  the  house  without 
finding  the  spy,  for  he  had  escaped  while 
Lorraine  was  so  bravely  barring  the  sol- 
diers' entrance. 

Alvan  had  carried  his  sister's  portrait 
in  his  pocket  ever  since  he  had  joined  the 
army,  but  decided  not  to  carry  it  any 
longer. 

"For,  if  I  am  captured  the  Yankee  sol- 
diers shall  never  carry  my  sister's  pic- 
ture," he  said  to  Lorraine,  as  he  laid  it 
on  the  table. 

Major  Russell's  eye  fell  on  this  portrait, 
and  while  the  daughter  was  bending  over 
the  sick  mother  he  hurriedly  slipped  it 
into  his  pocket.  The  search  proving  un- 
successful he  and  his  soldiers  took  their 
departure. 

Several  years  afterward  Lorraine,  while 
visiting  friends  in  the  north,  met  Major 
Russell.  Her  eyes  were  dark  and  passion- 
ate as  ever,  but  instead  of  the  childish 
beauty,  her  face  had  assumed  a  more 
stately  dignity.  One  day  he  showed  her 
the  picture  and  told  her  how  he  had  gained 
possession  of  it. 
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"I  have  carried  it  all  these  years  and 
looked  at  the  sweet  face  every  day.  I  will 
never  marry  anyone  but  this  girl.  I  loved 
her  madly  from  the  moment  I  first  saw 
her.  I  can  never  forget  those  dark,  ex- 
pressive eyes  when  she  said,  'advance 
and  I  fire.'  " 

One  day  as  Lorraine's  visit  was  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  she  went  for  a  ramble  in 
the  woods.  Major  Russell  met  her,  and 
as  they  strolled  along  she  told  him  she 
was  going  to  return  home.  He  told  her 
how  sorry  he  was,  and  then,  he  never 
could  remember  how  it  came  about,  he 
again  told  her  how  he  loved  her.  "My 
life  will  be  but  a  blank  if  you  refuse  to 
become  my  wife." 

Lorraine  had  long  admired  him,  in  fact 
ever  since  the  day  that  her  bullet  came 
so  near  to  ending  his  career,  and  now 


that  his  devotion  was  so  marked  in  the 
keeping  of  her  picture,  her  whole  heart 
went  out  to  him,  and,  as  you  may  imagine, 
she  did  not  refuse. 

They  lived  in  a  delightful  southern 
home.  Alvan,  the  spy,  lived  with  his 
wife  and  baby  near  them.  Lorraine  was 
blessed  with  two  children,  a  boy,  whom 
they  named  Alvan,  and  a  girl  Lorraine. 
Major  Russell  said  little  Lorraine  had  the 
same  dark  eyes  of  her  mother  that  had 
defied  the  soldiers.  He  would  take  Alvan 
and  Lorraine  upon  either  knee  and  tell 
them  stories.  They  never  tired  of  hear- 
ing the  story  of  mamma's  picture,  and  he 
never  tired  of  telling  it.  When  Major 
Russell  was  away  from  home  or  busy, 
they  would  go  to  Uncle  Alvan  *s  and  he 
would  tell  them  his  adventures  as  a  spy. 


"Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  man  stealing  and 
carrying  away  a  railroad,  or  did  you  ever 
know  that  a  railroad  in  Wisconsin  was 
once  stolen  and  carried  away?"  asked 
Edward  Barber,  an  early  day  railroad 
man  of  Wisconsin,  and  now  the  well 
known  real  est  ate  dealer  of  Milwaukee. 

"Well,  I  was  very  much  of  an  interested 
spectator  of  the  stealing  of  a  railroad  in 
Wisconsin  in  the  early  days  of  struggling 
railroad  enterprises,  and  as  one  of  the 
officials  of  the  fated  road,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  stand  alongside  of  the  right  of 
way  and  see  our  railroad  picked  up  and 
hauled  away — a  genuine  case  of  stealing 
—and  it  was  all  done  before  the  company 
could  get  out  any  legal  papers  to  stop  it, 
because  the  road  was  stolen  on  Sunday." 

It- was  along  in  1859  that  the  railroad 
enterprise  known  as  the  Wisconsin  Cen- 
tral Railway  Company  had  its  beginning 
in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  Its  projectors 
were  capitalists  interested  in  both  states, 
and  the  plan  was  to  construct  and  oper- 
ate a  line  of  railroad  from  Elgin,  111.  to 
Lake  Geneva,  and  from  the  latter  point 
to  Whitewater  and  Jefferson,  Wis.  The 
original  projectors  secured  and  paid  for 
the  right  of  way  from  Elgin  to  the  Wis- 


consin state  line  and  from  the  boundary 
to  Jefferson,  and  later  up  as  far  as  Col- 
umbus, in  this  state.  The  road,  con- 
structed by  "scrap  iron"  placed  on  scant- 
ling run  lengthwise,  like  the  original 
tramways  in  England,  was  completed  and 
operated  from  Elgin  to  Geneva.  No  at- 
tempt was  made  at  extension  for  some 
time,  but  later  the  enterprise  was  taken 
hold  of  by  New  York  capitalists,  headed 
by  Euclid  Chadsey  and  others,  and  an 
effort  was  at  once  made  to  construct  the 
road  to  Jefferson  and  Whitewater  from 
Geneva. 

The  new  promoters  issued  one  million 
dollars  in  bonds,  which  were  in  addition 
to  the  farm  and  town  bonds  already  is- 
sued and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  en- 
terprise. A  contract  was  then  made  with 
the  Canadian  railway  construction  firm 
George  F.  Harris  &  Co.  Harris  immed- 
iately came  to  Wisconsin  from  Canada, 
bringing  with  him  a  large  outfit,  consist- 
ing of  steam  shovels,  experienced  work- 
men, etc.,  and  started  in  in  dead  earnest. 
He  secured  W.  H.  Bradford,  now  a  well 
known  retired  citizen  of  Milwaukee,  as  his 
private  secretary.  . 

About  the  same  time  the  new  owners 
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ordered  1,200  tons  of  English  "T"  rail,  to 
be  delivered  in  Milwaukee.  These  rails 
were  finally  unloaded  at  the  dock  at  Mil- 
waukee in  bond,  and  the  secretary  of  the 
road,  Edward  Barber,  was  called  upon  by 
Collector  of  Customs  Gotleib  Weiss  to 
plank  down  $12,000  in  gold  as  duty  on  the 
■"foreign  iron."  Harris  went  to  work 
grading  the  road  from  Geneva  north,  and 
did  some  heavy  cutting  through  the 
Whitewater  bluffs  and  on  through  to  Jef- 
ferson, where  he  put  in  a  bridge  over  the 
Rock  River,  to  connect  the  road  with  the 
Northwestern  line.  The  English  rails 
were  taken  to  Whitewater  and  laid  for  a 
distance  of  about  two  miles,  making  a 
spur  from  the  Milwaukee  and  Mississippi 
road. 

The  rumors  of  war  depressed  business, 
capitalists  became  timid  and  hard  times 
set  in,  and  the  companies  with  completed 
roads  found  it  very  hard  to  make  both 
ends  meet,  to  say  nothing  of  the  prospect 
for  new  enterprises.  The  bonds  of  the 
Central  would  not  sell,  and  its  funds  got 
low.  Harris  had  a  big  bill  due  on  work 
faithfully  performed.  The  company  met 
and  decided  to  give  him  the  bonds  to  see 
what  he  could  do  with  them.  He  could 
do  nothing,  of  course,  and  the  company 
is  still  in  his  debt.  He  wanted  his  money, 
and  his  men  were  clamoring  for  their 
pay. 

One  bright  Sunday  morning  some  one 
reported  to  the  chief  engineer  of  the  road, 
Frederick  Starin,  that  a  long  train  of  flat 
■cars  had  arrived  at  Whitewater  junction, 
and  that  the  trainmen  had  broken  the 
switchlocks  on  the  track  connecting  the 
Milwaukee  &  Mississippi  and  the  Wis- 
consin Central's  two  miles  of  spur.  Star- 
in  got  the  secretary,  Edward  Barber,  and 
both  hastened  to  the  scene  to  learn  just 
what  was  up.   They  found  their  contrac- 


tor, Harris,  in  charge  of  the  train,  and 
he  had  a  big  crew  of  his  men  with  him. 
He  ran  his  "special"  up  to  the  far  end  of 
the  road,  two  miles  beyond  the  junction, 
and  there,  on  that  beautiful  Sunday 
morning,  when  courts  were  not  in  session 
and  injunctions  could  not  be  had,  his 
gang  proceeded  systematically  to  load  the 
Wisconsin  Central  railroad  on  his  special 
train — ties,  rails  and  all.  The  men  would 
take  up  and  place  a  section  of  the  road 
on  the  flat  cars  and  the  train  would  then 
retreat  far  enough  to  give  the  men  a 
chance  to  work  on  the  next  section,  thus 
taking  up  the  track  in  the  wake  of  the 
train  until  all  of  the  two  miles  of  railroad 
were  on  board.  Then  Contractor-Con- 
ductor Harris  gave  the  signal  and  his 
train,  with  its  load  of  English  rails, 
pulled  out  on  the  main  line  of  the  Mil- 
waukee &  Mississippi  and  disappeared 
around  a  curve. 

"What  did  we  do?"  exclaimed  Secretary 
Barber.  "Well,  what  could  we  do?  Har- 
ris had  our  road  aboard  his  train;  it  was 
Sunday,  and,  besides,  he  had  a  big  gang 
of  Irishmen  with  him  and  we  decided  un- 
der the  circumstances  to  let  him 
steal  the  road.  We  knew  he  could 
not  get  his  money,  and  we  did 
not  blame  him  much.  As  his  train 
passed  us  with  our  railroad  on 
board  he  smiled  graciously  at  us  and 
waved  a  good  by.  We  never  saw  Harris 
after  that.  The  remainder  of  our  rail- 
road in  Illinois  gradually  disappeared 
also;  we  never  knew  how  or  where.  But 
the  right  of  way  is  still  there— paid  for. 
In  later  years  Edwin  H.  Abbot  and 
George  Esterly  of  Whitewater,  the  inven- 
tor of  the  Esterly  reaper  and  header, 
made  an  effort  to  revive  the  project,  but 
without  success,  and  it  was  never  built. — 
Milwaukee  Evening  Wisconsin: 


by  c.  H.  B. 


It  was  a  beautiful  day  in  the  early 
spring  time;  the  warm,  penetrating  rays 
of  an  April  sun,  mingled  with  frequent 
showers,  called  forth  from  Mother  Earth 
the  first  signs  of  life  shown  in  the  tiny 
blade  of  grass,  the  budding  leaf,  the 


snow-drop  and  the  fragrant  violet  giving 
its  sweet  perfume  freely  and  gladly  to 
all;  cheering  sad  hearts  and  making  more 
joyful  the  glad.  These  sweet  wild 
flowers  are  often  called  God's  smile. 
They  appear  to  look  up  into  God's  face 
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thank  Him  that  their  mission  is  to 
g  joy  and  gladness  into  other  lives 

thus  become  a  benediction.  Down 
hie  meadow  the  lark  and  robin  are 
ing  forth  their  notes  of  praise,  their 
!  throats  almost  bursting  with  their 

and  joyous  notes.  The  cooing, 
ng  doves  are  heard,  filling  all  hearts 

thoughts  of  love,  peace  and  happi- 

and  the  brightness  and  sweetness 
gloriousness  of  the  resurrected  life 
irth  brings  the  thought  of  how  our 
an  nature  should  thus  respond  to 
s  call  to  a  new  and  better  life— the 
life,  the  true  life  of  the  soul  that  can 
r  die.  The  body,  like  the  leaves  on  a 
must  fade  and  die,  but  the  soul  lives 
tirough  all  eternity.  As  all  nature 
sns  to  newness  of  life  and  brings 
i  bud  and  blossom,  fruit  and  flower, 
:  grand  possibilities  are  opened  to  a 
y-awakened  soul  by  the  same  divine 
t.  With  these  thoughts  filling  her 
t  and  mind,  and  thus  uplifting  her 
,  a  young  school  teacher  in  a  small 
i  in  Kansas  hastily  boarded  an  ac- 
nodation  train  for  her  home,  some 
ty  miles  distant.  She  was  in  an  un- 
lly  thoughtful  mood,  as  she  com- 
3  the  April  sun  and  showers'  in  flu- 
over  Mother  Earth.  With  the  power 
vine  love  to  draw  from  the  human 
t,  first  the  blade,  then  the  ear,  then 
ull  corn  in  the  ear,  with  insight  born 
ie  Spirit  she  reasoned  in  this  way: 
ae  love  in  one  human  being  could 
idle  the  spark  of  divinity  that  had 
laid  dormant  in  the  soul  of  another, 
had  experienced  such  a  sense  of  this 
in  her  own  heart  that  she  longed  to 
it  overflow  into  every  life  with  whom 
came  in  contact.  The  conductor 
ng  in  just  then  aroused  her  from  her 
:ie  and  as  she  returned  his  cordial 
:ing—  for  they  had  long  been  friends 
i  thought  of  how  careful  and  anxious 
as  to  have  his  passengers  reach  their 
nation  in  safety.  Was*  she  as  anx- 
for  his  soul  to  reach  its  eternal  des- 
ion  as  safely?  She  had  not  thought 
tat  before,  but  now  her  eyes  were 
ed  and  she  could  see—  and  when  God 
s  one's  eyes  strange  things  occur, 
again  looked  about  her  at  the  few 
engers  and  she  saw,  sitting  behind 
stove,  on  a  stool,  a  young  man  who 


looked  pale  and  sick;  his  great  brown  eyes 
seemed  to  say:  "No  one  cares  for  my  soul . ' ' 
Her  great,  loving,  tender,  mother-heart 
responded  to  that  appealing  look— they 
were  such  tender,  piteous,  beseeching 
eyes,  that  seemed  to  search  her  heart 
seeking  help,  and  her  very  soul  went  out 
in  answer  to  that  pleading  look.  The 
conductor  coming  in  just  then  she  asked 
him  who  that  poor  sick  man  was.  He  re- 
plied, "Oh,  that  is  Harry  B  ,  an  old 

friend  of  mine,  who  used  to  brake  for  me, 
but  who  has  been  laying  off  with  typhoid 
fever;"  adding,  "I  would  like  to  intro- 
duce you  to  him,  if  you  have  no  objec- 
tion." Could  she  object?  No!  For  her 
whole  soul  was  awakened  in  answer  to 
his  beseeching  look,  and  so  an  acquaint- 
ance began  between  those  two  souls— 
whom  God  in  His  own  way  and  for  His 
own  glory  brought  together  here  that 
they  might  journey  this  life  together— not 
only  here  but  hereafter.  From  time  to 
time  they  met,  as  he  was  soon  able  to 
take  a  train  out  himself,  and  then  he  be- 
gan to  see  that  this  woman  was  different 
from  other  women  of  his  acquaintance, 
and  he  felt  her  power  over  him  was  up- 
lifting and  of  a  higher  source  than  of  the 
society  in  which  he  moved,  and  he  began 
to  long  for  this  higher  life  that  was  found 
in  her.  He  felt  he  was  not  good  enough 
for  her,  and  with  true  humility,  like  the 
prodigal  of  old,  he  said:  "I  am  not 
worthy,  but  my  love  for  you  bids  me  come 
and  cast  myself  on  your  mercy."  What 
was  her  answer?  With  the  Father's  love 
abiding  in  her  she  saw  the  promise  of 
what  was  to  come— the  promise  of  a  com- 
plete manhood  through  the  power  of  hu- 
man and  divine  love.  She  understood  his 
faults  and  weaknesses,  as  well  as  she  did 
her  own,  but  through  .them  all,  under- 
nearth  them  all,  she  saw  him  growing 
day  by  day  nearer  to  her  ideal  of  him— 
what  she  felt  was  best  in  him— and  she 
was  not  afraid  to  trust  her  happiness  into 
his  keeping,  and  lifting  up  her  soul  to 
God,  she  said:  "Dear  Lord,  I  thank  thee 
for  giving  me  this  precious  soul,  to  love 
and  to  lead  to  Thee."  Then,  turning  to 
him  she,  with  her  pure  love,  took  him  as  a 
mother  does  a  wayward  child  close  to  her 
heart,  with  the  same  intense  yearning  for 
the  higher  life  for  him  that  she  had  at- 
tained—and he  left  his  world  for  her's, 
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and  all  things  were  changed  and  become 
new— and  as  he  clasped  her  to  his  heart 
after  she  had  been  pronounced  his  "un- 
til death,"  a  sadness  seemed  to  come 
over  him  and  the  shadow  of  the  cross 
flitted  over  the  glad  scene— he  alone  saw 
it,  she  in  her  gladness  and  happiness  saw 
only  the  present,  with  its  great  joy,  as  she 
repeated  over  and  over  again:  "Mine,  and 
mine  forever ;*'  for  had  she  not  loved  the 
soul  as  well  as  the  body  of  this  man  God 
had  given  to  her.  So,  through  all  eterni- 
ty he  was  her's,  for  God,  not  man,  had 
made  them  one.  Together  they  began  to 
fight  the  tempter  in  whatever  form  he  pre- 
sented himself— and  with  her  to  rejoice 
when  he  overcame  and  to  grieve  if  he  fell 
—was  ever  an  inspiration  to  him  to  be 
strong  and  of  good  courage,  and  to  daily 
depend,  as  she  did,  for  help  from  the  lov- 
ing Elder  Brother,  who  was  tempted  on 
all  "points"  as  we  are,  but  yet  he  over- 
came all  temptation  and  became  our  ex- 
ample. 

In  course  of  time  "a  charge  to  keep" 
was  given  them  that  they  were  to  be  an 
example  to  a  little  child,  pure  and  clean 
from  God's  hands,  given  to  be  moulded 
like  clay  in  a  parent's  hands— fitted  for 
the  Master's  use.  What  a  responsibility 
to  care  for  a  precious  human  soul  en- 
trusted to  us  in  the  beginning.  It  was  a 
glad  but  solemn  day  when  the  father, 
looking  into  the  face  of  his  little  son, 
realized  the  hopes  and  ambitions  that  his 
parents  had  when  first  they  looked  into 
his  baby  eyes,  and  so  he  resolved 
to  help  his  boy  to  be  what  he  wished  he 
had  always  been.  Day  by  day  and  night 
by  night  when  out  on  his  long  runs 
thoughts  of  the  wife  and  boy  drew  him 
nearer  to  God,  as  he  would  realize  their 
need  of  protection,  and  he  would  lift  up 
his  eyes  to  the  starry  heavens  and  cry 
out:  "God,  our  Father,  be  with  my  loved 
ones;  grant  them  Thy  protecting  care!" 
They,  in  turn,  were  asking  the  Father  to 
watch  over  him  and  bring  him  safely 
home  again.  And  thus  the  years  flew  by 
—happy,  bright,  joyous  years!  "Only 
the  sorrows  of  others  cast  their  shadows 
over  them."  But  into  each  life  some  rain 
must  fall,  some  days  must  be  dark  and 
drear — and  he,  after  escaping  from  a 
head-end  collision  with  scarcely  more 
than  a  shock,  felt  that  God  was  indeed 


merciful  and  a  prayer  —  hearing  and 
answering  God.  So,  again,  he  drew 
nearer  Him,  and  felt  his  dear  ones  more 
precious  still.  But  the  shadow  of  the 
cross  was  not  removed,  and  from  the 
effects  of  that  shock  a  disease  settled  on 
him  which  all  human  skill  could  not  cure. 
Still  he  trusted  in  God  and  hoped  and 
prayed  to  live  for  Grace  and  the  boy. 
God  heard  and  prolonged  the  precious 
life  until  he  had  made  provision  for  those 
he  loved.  He  would  say,  when  the  boys 
remonstrated  with  him  against  working 
in  his  condition:  "I  must  make  a  dollar 
for  Grace  and  the  boy  while  I  can." 
Bravely  he  fought  the  battle  of  life  and 
the  inroads  his  disease  was  making  un- 
til at  last  he  could  fight  no  longer. 
He  could  only  say,  with  quivering 
lips.  "Thy  will,  not  mine."  He  had  said 
it  years  before  when  he  would  be  disap- 
pointed in  his  plans  or  in  business,  but 
only  a  brave  hero  as  he  was  could  have 
marked  in  his  bible  (the  book  he  learned 
to  love  above  all  others)  these  words: 
"The  cup  which  my  father  hath  given  me 
shall  I  not  drink  it?"  Perfect  submis- 
sion! A  love  divine!  What  more  is  re- 
quired of  man  to  reign  with  Thee?  As 
he  drew  nearer  the  valley  and  shadow  of 
death  he  often  spoke  of  "the  boys,"  of 
their  good,  kind  deeds— not  of  their  faults 
—and  looking  up  he  said,  "there  goes  the 
last  train."  Then  folding  the  dear,  frail 
hands  he  said,  "Oh,  God  bless  the  dear 
wife,  enable  her  to  bear  the  burden  cast 
upon  her;  bless. the  dear  son,  make  him 
a  comfort  and  blessing  to  his  mother; 
bless  the  dear  Brothers,"  and  the  shadow 
of  death  slowly  crept  across  the  loved 
face  and  the  precious  soul  redeemed  by 
love  went  up  to  God— his  crowning  day 
had  come— and  to  him  was  said,  "Well 
done  good  and  faithful  servant."  "He 
that  overcometh  shall  inherit  all  things." 

The  cross  still  lingers  casting  its  shad- 
ows over  the  home,  the  dear  ones  still 
trying  to  say,  "Thy  will,  not  mine,"  just 
as  bravely  as  he  said  it— the  thought  of 
the  redeemed  soul  alone  brings  comfort- 
As  at  the  marriage  altar,  so  at  the  funeral 
bier,  came  the   same  sweet,  inspiring 
thought,  "Mine  and  mine  forever." 
"Yea.  tho'  they  pass  to  the  silent  unknown 
Once  and  forever,  onr  own  are  onr  own. 
Once  and  forever.  O  promise  divine 
The  soul  I  have  loved  is  eternally  mine." 
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Ayers,  O.  H. 

Wolfe,  L.  A. 

88 

Ennls,  Tex. 

McCarty,  D. 

Telfair.  J.  S. 

89 

Louisville,  Ky. 

McKenney,  H.  C. 

Fort,  R. 

90 

Waseca,  Minn. 

Gunn,  E.  S. 

House,  J.  M. 

91 

Portland,  Ore. 

Crocker,  J.  W. 

92 

Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Arthur,  C.  H. 

Boley,  L. 

93 

Ft.  Dodge,  la. 

McGonagle,  J.  A. 

Roper,  F.  E. 

94 

Winnemucca,  Nev. 

Colter,  W.  L. 

Dorsey,  J. 

95 

McCook,  Neb. 

Beale,  H.  A. 

Morris,  J. 

96 

Aurora,  111. 

Davis,  W.  A. 

White,  A.  G. 

97 

Roodhouse,  111. 

Burdick,  C.  H. 

Deyo,  P.  G. 

98 

Montgomery,  Ala, 

Dillard,  W.  T. 

Hammond,  N.  A 

99 

Montevideo,  Minn. 

Aggaa,  C.  R. 

Crooker,  W.  G. 

100 

Columbus,  0. 

Merrick,  W.  J. 

Sharp,  G.  C. 

101 

Mattoon,  111. 

Thomas,  F.  S. 

Blakeley,  H.  F. 

102 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Mooney,  J.  F. 

Clark,  T.  M. 

103 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

McCllntock,  J.  H. 

Waldron,  G.  M. 

104 

Middletown,  N.  T. 

Faulkner,  Wm. 

Kirby,  O.  P. 

105 

Meridian,  Miss. 

Teter,  A.  J. 

Lloyd,  G.  A. 

106 

Rock  Island,  111. 

Archer,  M.  F. 

GoWe,  D.  H. 

107 

Cincinnati,  O. 

Fox,  W.  A. 

Marman,  M.  J. 

108 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Jewett,  T.  J. 

Moales,  E.  M. 

109 

Gallon,  O. 

Sweeney,  D. 

Hoot,  D.  W. 

110 

Logansport,  Ind. 

Falrman,  J.  W. 

Gall,  J.  M. 

111 

Los  Angles,  Cal. 

Stewart,  C.  R. 

Tracy,  J.  D. 

112 

Centralis,  111. 

Aitken,  J.  B. 

Deveny,  W.  A. 

113 

Chicago,  111. 

Sughrua,  F.  D. 

Mullen,  P.  L. 

114 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Walters,  J. 

Vance,  G.  E. 

115 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Murray,  A.  B. 

Plant,  R.  H. 

116 

Tyler,  Tex. 

Haynes,  J.  C. 

Cannon,  D.  D. 

117 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Miles,  G.  M. 

Lindsay,  A. 

J18 

Streator,  111. 

Larimer,  J.  A. 

Kimball,  F.  W. 

119 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Evans,  R.  B. 

Wells,  J.  M. 

120 

Huntington,  Ind. 

Heavey,  J.  J. 

Rail,  W.  C. 

121 

Huron,  S  D. 

Nash,  A.  M. 

Rowley,  B.  K. 

122 

Boston)  Mass. 

Fitzgerald,  J.  E. 

Coyne,  W.  J. 

123 

Macon,  Ga. 

Holt,  W.  F. 

Ellis,  W.  W. 

124 

Ogden,  Ut. 

Charter,  H.  I. 

White,  A.  M. 

125 

Peru,  Ind. 

Scott,  J.  E. 

Thornburg,  C.  H. 

126 

Omaha,  Neb. 

Wilcox,  W.  S. 

Rogers,  E.  L. 

127 

Danville,  111. 

Stevenson,  W. 

De  Witt,  F.  C. 

128 

Cheyenne,  Wyo. 

Woodmansee,  E.  D. 

xioyt,  it.  a. 

129 

Hallstead.  Pa. 

Duffy,  M.  J. 

Van  Wormer,  C. 

130 

Quebec,  Que. 

Reynolds,  E. 

Walker,  G. 

131 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Barkman,  J.  S. 

Osborne,  J.  E. 

132 

Sallda,  Colo. 

Cook,  D.  P. 

Clark,  W.  D. 
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33 

Bowling"  Green,  Ky. 

Molan.  C.  C. 

04 

34 

Bellevue,  O. 

Harper,  Q.  S. 

OC 

35 

rsEUjnvnie,  Tenn. 

Sims,   C  0. 

36 

Huntington,   W .  Va. 

Williamson,  ti.  xx. 

37 

Osawatomie,  Kan. 

AOOl,  Jli. 

38 

Garrett,  ma. 

MCCUilOUgu,   9.  JD. 

OA 

Knoxville.  Tenn. 

uoiiuor,  0.  w . 

4A 

XXI  ntAn     TXT     XT  Q 
XI  ID  LOU,    W  ,    V  a. 

~PV>  V>  rk  1  Q      \KT  TP 

141 

ol.  josepn,  mo. 

Mlllpr     T  KT 
iKLlllcr.  X.  IN. 

40 
hi 

Rawlins,  Wyo. 

JDUruo,    XX.  JXL. 

A  0 

43 

Harrisburg,  Pa, 

n*a8irignL,  a.  xx. 

144 

.44 

Derry  Station,  Pa. 

4C 

46 

Conneaut,  O. 

PeterB.  W.  E. 

AR 
40 

.r  ltcnuurg,  Maw, 

Bondreau,  J,  N. 

17 

Mmun,  jra. 

jjaviu.  XV. 

40 

48 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Mitchell,  T.  M. 

«i  acroon,  x  cull* 

Anderson,   w.  x. 

.Ov 

U  WCH,  IN  ,    X  # 

McCormlck,  A. 

bnipiey,  w .  xx. 

1  CO 

xucnmonu,  va. 

fr,_-|n      TXT  T 

Harris,  W.  i-*. 

1 CO 
LOO 

JnaUCD   LnuDE,  ra.. 

Mumbower,  E. 

1  CL1 

x>i  ri  gnarn  ton,  rs.  x. 

Connors,  P.  J. 

IKK 

loo 

Syracuse.  N.  T« 

Myers,  w.  r*. 

1  cc 

loo 

Carbondale,  Pa. 

LiOitus,  \J.  xx. 

1  C7 
10/ 

Boston,  Mass. 

if  ...1 1 1       #1  A 

Merriu,  m.  a- 

1  CO 

Huntingdon,  Pa.  » 

Morningsttii ,  xj. 

159 

City  of  Mexico,  Mex. 

Topete,  L.  M. 

160 

Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 

Vrvlf  rillno       T  TT 

K.eitniine,  j.  xi. 

161 

Parsons,  Kan. 

Green,  E.  L. 

162 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

ICO 

Oil    PH..  *Dn 

on  city,  Pa. 

UnHvmfln      ("J  R 

164 

Eagle  Grove,  la. 

xxarnrnona,   w .  x\. 

ICC 

165 

Ft.  scott,  Kan. 

T*\o»iTi*aT*  •  TT 

jjanncr,  v— .  n. 

ice 
160 

Newark,  O. 

T7V»  r*  O"  1 1 TT  (3 

167 

Oswego,  N.  T. 

TT'r  4  cr  Vi  t      W  T. 

W  rig n  1,  x» ,  x_. 

1  CO 

loo 

Jersey  Shore,  Pa. 

Peterson,  J.  A. 

1  CO 

169 

Jersey  city,  w.  J. 

Lawrence,  w.  x*. 

170 

Camden,  N.  J. 

tSneppard,  xj.  xl.. 

171 

Troy,  N.  T. 

Busseno,  G. 

170 

Aitoona,  Fa. 

T\n1,|.       T  TJ 

Davis,  J.  xx. 

173 

unaaron.  NeD. 

TXT,.—,  m  n        T  "D 

Wyman,  j.  xj. 

1  74 

174 

Patterson,  N.  J. 

Jones,  L.  J. 

17C 
1 10 

Memphis.  Tenn. 

f.j|"      Am  b  tit  TT 

M.cuonaia,  xx. 

1  7C 

li6 

Corning,  N.  Y. 

ward,  J. 

1  TT 

1(7 

Alliance,  O. 

Bowers,  P.  B. 

178 

Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

Miller,  xj.  p . 

1  7A 

179 

Topeka,  Kan. 

1 1 1 1  »  *  a           TXT  TXT 

rill  L  ton,    W.  w. 

1  OA 

180 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Knlgnt,    C  U. 

101 

1S1 

cniiiicotne,  o. 

Pmwator  TP 

x>re wsier,  Hj .  i\. 

100 
152 

J ackson,  Mich. 

Xjeacn,  xx. 

160 

LUmDcnana,  Ma. 

Jrenningtun,  «i.  w 

184 

pinion  r  orge,  va. 

I  ijwiq     TXT  TT 
Jjc  WIS,      W .  XX, 

IOC 
HBO 

Oalmfl  Ala 

senna,  Ala. 

IOC 

loo 

ijirmingnam,  Ala. 

Pcaolov      T  TT! 

1  0*7 

187 

Sunbury,  Pa. 

qkafor     TXT  1_J 

onaier,   w.  xx. 

188 

f*t  l  I  

Stanberry,  Mo. 

Bucklew,  A, 

1  OA 

189 

Samla,  ont. 

lies,  J. 

1 AA 
190 

Grafton,  W.  Va, 

T"»  1 1  a«       TX"T       T  T 

Riley,  W.  xl. 

1  m 

191 

Glendive,  Mont. 

Anderson,  A.  E. 

1  no 

192 

E.  Saginaw,  Mich. 

Kelly,  jas. 

193 

Bucyrus,  O. 

Hlf  1 1  1  AH           IIP  XX 

Miller,  w.  x-i. 

1  Al 

194 

lorookneld.  Mo. 

Thiehon,  W.  r . 

1  AC 

195 

Sacramento,  Cal. 

Lewis,  G.  W. 

196 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Anderson,  T.  B. 

197 

□  fn  nlao  Minn 

T-T.i  o-h  r»q      T  T 
nu6"*-^.     v.      J.  • 

198 

Springfield,  Mass. 

Beals,  A.  A. 

199 

Smith's  Falls,  Ont. 

Brushey,  O. 

200 

Bradford,  Pa. 

Davis,  T.  B. 

201 

McKees  Rocks,  Pa. 

Reese,  E. 

405 


ALTERNATE. 
Stebbins,  J.  W. 
Bell,  B.  F. 
Billings,  W.  N. 
Colter,  J.  W. 
Meany,  J.  B. 
Miller,  R.  N. 
Ragadale,  R.  B. 
Riddleberger,  A 
Servoss,  W.  S. 
Darrell,  R. 
Snyder,  C.  B. 
Bennett,  J.  R. 
Bickers,  A.  N. 
Wiley,  A.  A. 
Sunderland,  E. 
Paul,  G.  A. 
Morgan,  J.  D. 
Moore,  F.  P. 
Farrow.  J.  S. 
Herndon,  J.  B. 
Campbell,  W.  S. 
Tewksberry,  F.  E. 
Darling,  H.  H. 

Dockerty,  P.  E. 

Cowell,  E.  T. 

Sechrist,  E.  F. 

McFadden,  C.  E. 

Albert,  S.  D. 

Smith,  J.  W. 

Dougherty,  J. 

Downing,  W.  C. 

Slade,  J.  L. 

Myers,  D.  N. 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Ryan,  D. 

Gray,  G.  D. 

Conners,  W.  T. 

Kelley,  J.  S. 

Holloran,  T.  J. 

McCurdy,  W.  A. 

Godsall,  E.  L. 

Lee,  J. 

Turner,  J.  C. 

Carlton,  J.  D. 

Kayler,  G.  A. 

McGraw,  W.  H. 

Speer,  Geo. 

Mahan,  M.  H. 

Hlckey.  T.  J. 

Cochran,  W.  B. 

Crogan,  J.  C. 

Morris,  W.  T. 

Holloman,  B.  B. 

Lumpkin,  G. 

Riddle.  H.  D. 

Collier,  O. 

Fletcher,  R.  J. 

Murray,  T.  W. 

Nichols,  A.  L. 
Dwyer,  M. 
Ferree,  J.  D. 

Hart,  D.  C. 
Woodward.  G.  A. 
Smart,  W.  L. 
Haney,  C. 
Reagan,  J.  J. 
Mark,  J. 
Womack,  B.  F. 
Daley,  John 
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A  T  TVD  fcJ  A  TTf 
At,  i  tiKIiA  1  C,. 

202 

Augusta,  Ga. 

Jones,  B.  B. 

Luooy,  j.  xv. 

208 

Truro,  N.  S. 

Hopper,  G.  W. 

TWoI^Iq  fforfv  XD 

Aacv^ittiLerty,  w 

204 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

in  ten,  w.  j. 

XlappciScll,    X,  VP- 

205 

Portsmouth,  Va. 

Luke,  P.  B. 

T  not  or      \T  T-T 

206 

Springfield,  111. 

Sheehan,  W.  P. 

Rnrlffnpd     fj  \\r 

207 

Amory,  Miss. 

T  a*.«4       \r  T 

L»ana,  m .  j. 

208 

Charleston,  S.  C" 

Eaeon,   W.  A. 

IXfUZti  ,    O.    A  . 

209 

Pocatello,  Idaho. 

Farrell,  T. 

pa  n  nr»r.      T  "M 

210 

Roanoke,  Va. 

Branscome,  R.  L.  • 

Ol  ah    D  TT 
kilo  11,   v.  XX. 

211 

Abbotsford,  Wis. 

Walters,  W.  J. 

Regan,  E.  J. 

212 

Slater,  Mo. 

snutt,  M.  A. 

•oemis,  c  r. 

213 

Michigan  City,  Ind. 

Snlres,  A.  it-. 

X*T on  n  Afl  \7       ' T 

xvenneciy,    jl.  *>- 

214 

Moncton,  N.  B. 

Corbett,  T. 

Brown,  A.  E. 

215 

Austin,  Minn. 

Terry,  W.  R. 

Paine,  C.  T. 

216 

Ottumwa.  la- 

winsiow,  v.  fa. 

w  es  l ,  j .   u . 

217 

Bennett,  Pa. 

isurxe,   w .  j  . 

X1  OUl,  XX. 

218 

Savannah,  Ga. 

TTInlra     TXT  i~l 

touuru,    yv «  o* 

219 

St.  John,  N.  B. 

Vll||l„0n  T 

juuncan,  J. 

DiirgeoB,  Hi. 

220 

Fremont,  Neb. 

YvuaBwurui,   a.  ■ 

221 

Spencer,  N.  C. 

jmlvvlj:,   Xv.    IT  • 

Smith    J  H 

222 

Chillicothe,  111. 

Marriott,  1.  in. 

WniCKcr,   XVI.  Law 

228 

Martlnsburg,  W.  Va. 

Compton,  J.  T. 

224 

Wilmington,  Dela. 

Sweeney,  C.  F. 

x^asom.  xi.  v. 

225 

Hornellsville,  N.  T. 

Liowe,  J.  P. 

Oreen,  F.  R. 

226 

Galeton,  Pa. 

227 

Lincoln,  Neb. 

Tanney,  J.  B.  » 

TT  1                    x  XT 

Mocker,  j.  xi. 

E28 

Ft.  Smith,  Ark. 

Greene,  C.  O. 

L«ana,  W.  K. 

*29 

Reading,  Pa. 

Healey,  H.  C 

xvOtn,    xi.  c 

280 

New  Franklin,  Mo. 

Johnson,  A.  C. 

Ewen,  C. 

Vlcksburg,  Miss. 

xearwooa,  xv.  J. 

xTitcnetc,  j.  c ^ 

282 

Sioux  City,  la. 

otawnorn,  j. 

UlirVm  0  m  X) 

xiuiTman,  xi. 

283 

Pt.  Pleasant,  W.  Va. 

Of.  «  n  \-  n  m        III  TJ1 

vesc,  j.  xt. 

284 

Brunswick,  Md. 

Compton,  R.  A. 

l^iHmrn       T  XX 

unuiiTi,  J.  XX. 

235 

Freeport,  111. 

Farnum,  G.  W. 

TJq  TTf  b-a      XT  C* 

XXaWKS,  XI.  vjt. 

286 

Melrose,  Minn. 

-rr  „  1 1 rr*  T 

Kelly,  T.  j. 

Tlonlala     XX  A 

j^anicis,  xx.  a. 

287 

Worcester,  Mass. 

Parkhurst,  D.  W. 

w  miiora,  a. 

288 

Chillicothe,  Mo. 

Scott,  A.  JF. 

Dingeman,  W.  G- 

289 

Lexington,  Ky. 

,  Throckmorton,  J.  W. 

±*etry,  c.  xi. 

240 

Marquette,  Mich. 

Sun  berg,  C.  A. 

X?cron      XX  XT 
X^BAU,    Jrl.  XX. 

241 

De  Soto,  Mo. 

Turner,  W.  C. 

242 

North  Bay,  Ont. 

TT  V-  —  —        T       X  T 

xxugnes,  J.  xi. 

Cameron,  D. 

243 

Missoula,  Mont. 

Dyson,  W. 

Bradley,  J. 

244 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

Harner,  B.  M. 

nan?lrln.      IT'  T 

xiawKin8,  E.  J. 

246 

Arkansas  City,  Kan. 

246 

Wymore,  Neb. 

Sherman,  A.  T. 

T)ai_a       II       T  T 

xJaira,  H .  H. 

247 

Trinidad,  Col. 

T  aaIIa       TXT  CI 

Juesiie,  w.  S. 

Dunlap,  W.  A. 

248 

Tuscumbla,  Ala. 

Plemons,  R.  L. 

Torn  ao     TXT  A 

james,  w.  A. 

249 

Tacoma,  Wash. 

TXTf  1 1  „  —  A        TA  p 

Wlllaru,   W.  JE. 

TAhmt/Mi       T      1~>  TXT 

joonsioD.  J.  X>.  W 

250 

Bristol,  Va. 

Miuara,  xi.  xj. 

A  lr  0  Y-a       T  O 

A-KerB,  J .  25, 

251 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

TT  -  1                     T  A 

noimes,  j.  a. 

Richardson,  w.  H, 

252 

Leadville,  Colo. 

■  •       .1-1, 1  _  trr*      T  T 

i^ummmgs,  1j.  j. 

Meal,  W.  F. 

253 

Ashland,  Wis. 

Pin   ■    ■■                   T7^ ,*] 

cieary,  j&ia. 

Field,  J.  A. 

254 

Frankfort,  Ind. 

Downer,  J.  J. 

Haselton,  B.  F. 

255 

Medicine  Hat,  N.  W.  T. 

xnodic,  Lreorge 

xiuntley,  J.  R. 

256 

8 ml  til  v  [lie,  rex. 

OiiT*ria    TP  t* 
isurtis,  a*.  Mr, 

i^oornis,  xi. 

257 

Caldwell,  Kan. 

TflAmol     TXT  XX 

xnoaiati,  w.  xx. 

Mcmernan,  J.  IT. 

oco 
258 

Aberdeen,  s.  u. 

IVkmnlrlTia     T  TT 
X.  vrlufJaVXllB,    «J .  XX. 

xveiiey,  xvi. 

259 

Fon  du  Lac,  Wis. 

Mprrlll    P  TT 

"PVq  n  0       III  TT 

Jjuna,  w .  xx. 

260 

Vamma.^  Til 

Forrest,  ill. 

vaney,  xu.  A. 

xvnox,    X .  XV. 

261 

San  Luis  Potosi,  Mex. 

QJ  rrt^ar-ir,        TXT  TT 

Simpson,  w.  xi. 

XlOllS,    XX.  C 

262 

Cleburne,  Tex. 

Honeycutt,  A.  B. 

WatdI  1  Ti      TXT  TJ. 

XNOWlin,    W.  tii. 

263 

Cumberland,  Md. 

xierringion,  xv.  ju. 

QViarrvai*      T  Ut 

Dixerizer,  j .  on . 

264 

Raleigh,  N.  C 

Newman,  W.  W. 

UJIt  tiarannAn    TXT  C7 

w  ltnerspoon,  w.  s> 

265 

Chanute,  Kan. 

TT  —     A  fir 

Hart,  w. 

TT  1           —              v  TT 

xiicKey,  j.  Jr. 

Rltr  Snrins'fi  Tex 

Marrah,  M.  T. 

Llnder,  F.  L. 

267 

Kamloops,  B.  C. 

Herchmer,  J. 

Forrest,  A.  B. 

268 

Marion,  la. 

Bell,  A.  W. 

Hanrahan,  T.  J. 

263 

Van  Buren,  Ark. 

Pryor,  J.  F. 

Mann,  W.  B. 

270 

Toungstown,  O. 

Phelps,  F.  J. 

McFarlln,  V.  C. 
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371 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Harlow,  W.  L. 

Fillyaw,  D.  L. 

372 

Havre,  Mont. 

Strain,  J. 

Gowrle,  P. 

273 

Cambridge,  O. 

Ford,  D.  C. 

Padden,  Thomas 

274 

So.  Kaukauna,  Wis. 

Bendrock,  A.  W. 

Babcock,  E.  C. 

275 

Yoakum,  Tex. 

Dyas,  J.  G. 

276 

Goodland,  Kan. 

Joyce,  J.  T. 

Stephens,  W. 

277 

Wellington,  Kan. 

Atmore,  G.  W. 

Garfield,  1...  E. 

278 

Dennlson,  O. 

Heck,  P.  W. 

Aiken,  H.  S. 

279 

Water  Valley,  Miss. 

James,  W. 

Green,  A.  C. 

280 

Albion,  Pa. 

Gibson,  J.  E. 

Ramsey,  C.  J. 

281 

Pittsburg,  Pa 

Shipley,  W.  M. 

Meetaan,  J. 

282 

Needles,  Cal. 

McDonald,  A.  M. 

Shankland,  J.  H. 

283 

Marceline,  Mo. 

Hagenbuch,  W.  E. 

Elliott,  A.  L. 

284 

Waco,  Tex. 

Gillespie,  W.  S. 

285 

Spokane,  Wash. 

Shannon,  James 

Mars,  A.  D. 

286 

Ft.  William,  Ont. 

Peltier,  L.  L. 

Glllis,  J.  A. 

287 

San  Marcial,  N.  M. 

Gilford,  L.  P. 

288 

West  Superior,  Wis. 

Hlnes,  F.  S. 

Dalson,  J.  S. 

289 

Wellsville,  O. 

Herren,  W.  T. 

Kaahner,  G.  L. 

290 

Paducah,  Ky, 

Conway,  J.  J. 

McCann,  J.  W. 

291 

Hoboken,  N.  J. 

Bakehaw,  W.  S. 

Slack,  J.  J. 

292 

Chicago  Junction,  O. 

Barnivllle,  J.  H. 

Lewis,  B.  C. 

293 

Chicago,  111. 

Crone,  L. 

Hawley,  W.  C. 

294 

Lake  City,  la. 

Batchelder,  C.  F. 

Dobson,  W.  F. 

296 

Lorain,  O. 

Marren,  F. 

Neiderheiser,  J.  R. 

296 

Rutland,  Vt. 

Wyman,  M. 

Holland,  D. 

297 

Somerset,  Ky. 

Caraway,  F.  X. 

Bummers,  W.  D. 

298 

Herlngton,  Kan. 

Freeland,  W.  B. 

Balrd,  J.  E. 

299 

Lima,  O. 

Frith,  C.  B. 

Smith,  A.  L. 

300 

Dodge  City,  Kan. 

Pond,  G.  D. 

Dalton,  T.  A. 

301 

Seymour,  Ind. 

Ireland,  E. 

Montgomery,  R  J. 

302 

Lafayette.  Ind. 

Bloom,  C. 

Jones,  G.  R. 

303 

New  Albany,  Ind. 

Williams,  E.  F. 

Nugent,  J.  R. 

304 

Canton,  Miss. 

Wheeler,  W.  W. 

McCaul,  T. 

305 

La  Grande,  Ore. 

Buehler,  T.  E. 

Nash,  A  P. 

306 

W.  Bay  City,  Mich. 

Sweeney,  J. 

Richards,  E.  F. 

307 

Elizabeth  N.  J. 

Freeman,  O.  J. 

Horton,  Jr.,  D.  S. 

308 

Mt.  Carmel,  111. 

Sanderson,  J.  E. 

Natho,  Chas. 

309 

Scottdale.  Pa. 

Nepper,  E.  J. 

Longanecker,  S. 

310 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Mobley,  R.  E. 

Potter,  P.  H. 

311 

Way  Croes,  Ga. 

Croom,  G.  A. 

Tomberlin,  J.  A. 

312 

Weehawken,  N.  J. 

Delamater,  H.  W. 

Ostrom,  E.  M. 

313 

Tucson,  Ariz. 

Shelly,  E. 

Klngsley,  C. 

314 

Allegheny,  Pa, 

Connors,  W.  H. 

Miller,  G.  B. 

315 

Chapleau,  Ont. 

Kehoe,  Thos. 

Wldeman,  A.  E. 

316 

Upton  Works,  Mich. 

Reld,  J.  W. 

Sage,  A.  R. 

317 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Vaughn,  C.  H. 

Flanlgan,  F.  J. 

318 

Asheville,  N.  C. 

Wynn,  L.  F. 

Johnson,  M.  D. 

319 

Greenville,  C. 
Dayton,  O. 

O'Farrell,  O.  C. 

Nash,  J.  M. 

320 

Nichols,  F.  E. 

Devening,  J. 

321 

Springfield,  Mo. 

Klnslnger,  H.  F. 

Speer,  S.  M. 

322 

Covington,  Ky. 

Felkner,  M.  D. 

Brackin,  J. 

323 

Columbia,  S.  C. 

Davis,  W.  C. 

King,  C.  P. 

324 

Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

Crumpler,  B. 

Reynolds,  F.  M. 

325 

Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

Gormley.  A.  T. 

Stetler,  L.  F. 

326 

New  Castle,  Pa. 

Brown,  C.  S. 

Robinson,  F.  L. 

327 

Effingham,  111. 

Pfelfer,  P.  E. 

Lawson,  E. 

328 

Council  Bluffs,  la. 

Joslin,  G.  T. 

Hart,  F.  J. 

329 

Springfield,  O. 

Dyer,  A. 

Green,  J. 

330 

Emporia,  Kan. 

Dowd,  E. 

Smith,  W.  G. 

331 

Columbia.  Pa. 

Rutledge,  C.  P. 

McNeal,  S.  E. 

332 

Jonesboro,  Ark. 

Clark,  J.  B. 

Webb,  j.  A. 

333 

Renovo,  Pa. 

Crlspen,  J.  B. 

Bair,  G.  W. 

334 

Avondale,  Ala. 

Keyes,  A.  B. 

O'Bryant,  E.  D. 

336 

Concord,  N.  H. 

Eaton,  H.  B. 

Head,  A.  W. 

336 

Duluth,  Minn.  „ 

Fox,  A.  T. 

Gilbert,  C.  B. 

337 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Long,  a. 

Propps,  G.  W. 

338 

Wichita,  Kan. 

Anderson,  A. 

Stearns,  F. 

339 

Washington,  Ind. 

Bryan,  H.  H. 

Smith.  H.  A. 

340 

Gladstone,  Mich. 

Reedy,  M.  G. 

Swift,  F.  E. 
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LOCATION. 

DELEGATE. 

ALTERNATE. 

341 

Norwich,  N.  Y. 

Hoke,  M.  C. 

Smith,  M.  E. 

342 

Junction.  City,  Kan. 

Fleshman,  M.  H. 

Allen,  A.  H. 

343 

Fairbury.  Neb. 

Sumpter,  E.  W. 

Lloyd,  M.  E. 

344 

York,  OnL 

Doyle,  H. 

Mitchell,  J. 

J45 

Toronto  Junction,  Ont 

Swinarton,  A.  T. 

Hassard,  W. 

346 

Babcock,  Wis. 

Baker,  W.  L. 

Gleis,  J.  M. 

347 

Dubuque,  la. 

Prowse,  C.  C. 

Caufleld,  A.  P. 

Tipton,  Ind. 

Hartman,  F.  E.  C. 

Hennessy,  T.  F. 

349 
350 

Crewe,  Va, 

Smlthson,  C.  S. 

Alston,  R.  R. 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Kee,  J.  W.  R. 

Neil,  H.  A. 

351 

Kenova,  W.  Va. 

Gaughran,  J. 

Moore.  J.  W. 

352 
353 

Rat  Portage,  Ont. 

Rlsteen,  W.  C. 

Shaw,  A. 

Estherville.  Ia. 

Maxwell,  Wm. 

O'Neil,  W.  A. 

354 

Hagerstown,  Md. 

Wolf,  H.  C. 

McCardell.  E.  F. 

355 

Allandalo,  Ont. 

McDonald,  A. 

Little,  W. 

356 

Great  Falls,  Mont 

Klrwan,  J.  C. 

Murphy,  C.  F. 

357 

Connellsvllle,  Pa. 

Lancaster,  M. 

Hlrleman,  D.  T. 

358 

Thayer,  Mo. 

Moore,  W.  D. 

Shirk,  B.  S. 

359 

E.  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Parmerton,  J.  L. 

Hoogkamp,  A.  J. 

360 

Two  Harbors.  Minn. 

Skinner,  H. 

Joslin,  C.  F. 

361 
362 

Valley  Junction,  la. 

Reece,  E.  L. 

Garlick,  F.  S. 

Nevada,  Mo. 

Vandiveer,  A.  D. 

Williams,  I.  H. 

363 

Norfolk,  Neb. 

Hurlbert,  W. 

Asklns,  W.  J. 

364 

Oakland,  Cal. 

Stafford,  W.  V. 

Pitts,  W.  H. 

365 

East  Brady.  Pa. 

Reiter,  T.  B. 

Donley,  James 

366 

Brock vllle,  Ont. 

McConachie,  R, 

.  Germain,  J.  L. 

367 

McComb  City.  Miss. 

Clements,  C.  C. 

Loutzenhlser,  L.  A. 

368 

Argentine,  Kan. 

Woodward,  J.  M. 

Dehony,  J.  B. 

369 

Parkersburg.  W,  Va. 

Stewart,  V.  T. 

Patton,  B.  J. 

370 

Providence.  R.  I. 

Clark,  A.  R. 

Norton,  L.  M. 

371 

Livingston.  Mont. 

Landon,  F.  M. 

Johnston,  J.  H.. 

372 

Raton,  N.  M. 

Brennan,  M.  A. 

Barrett.  H.  T. 

373 

Green  Bay,  Wis. 

Hume,  J.  W. 

Geer,  J.  L. 

374 

Elmfra.  N.  Y. 

Bennett,  B.  L. 

Noonan,  J.  H. 

375 

Florence,  Colo. 

King,  N.  H. 

La  Tourette,  G.  S. 

376 

Ashley,  Ind. 

Cogswell,  J.  V. 

Williams,  J.  H. 

377 

Joliet,  111. 

Milligan,  H.  A. 

French,  E.  B. 

378 
379 

Washington.  D.  C. 

Mewshaw,  J.  S. 

Beard,  S.  A. 

Corbin,  Ky. 

Worsham,  W.  H. 

Howell,  W.  J. 

380 

Men  a.  Ark. 

Tobin.  W.  H. 

Humphrey,  W.  E. 

381 

Howell,  Ind. 

Waltz,  L.  B. 

Richards,  T.  G. 

382 

Pittsburg,  Kan. 

Gaffney,  J.  /. 

383 

Algiers.  La,. 

Vanderlinden,  J.J. 

Brooks,  J.  W. 

384 

Stapieton.  N.  Y. 

Riley.  J.  F. 

Reeves.  W.  J. 

335 

Ionia,  Mich. 

Merriam,  A.  W. 

Thomas,  O.  A. 

386 

Murphysboro.  III. 

Reeves,  C.  M. 

Quinn,  W.  V. 

387 

Wabash.  Ind 

Mullenix,  J. 

Ross,  C.  L. 

388 

Alton,  111. 

Barton,  L.  F. 

Spellman,  Wm. 

389 

Albuquerque,  N.  M. 

Nohl.  F.  A. 

Corson,  E. 

390 

Holsington.  Kan. 

Parker,  G.  A. 

'  Longberger,  J.  B> 

391 

Long  Island  City.  N.  Y. 

Kelly,  B. 

Apgar,  W.  W. 

392 

San  Bernardino,  Cal. 

Mathews,  H.  W. 

Simpson,  G.  W. 

393 

Moose  Jaw.  N.  W.  T. 

Hubbell,  H.  G. 

Holdsworth,  C.  A. 

394 

So.  McAiester,  I.  T. 

Tobin.  T.  F. 

Scott.  G.  W. 

395 

Salt.  Lake  City.  Ut. 

Yancey,  W.  E. 

Scott,  E.  R. 

396 

Longvlew  Junction,  Tex. 

Proud.  S.  R. 

Bowers,  D. 

397 

Covington,  Ky. 

McLeod,  E.  H. 

Snow,  J.  L. 

388 

Del  Rio,  Tex. 

Buchanan,  G. 

Snyder,  F.  M. 

399 

Laredo,  Tex. 

Sadler.  R.  E. 

Griffin.  F.  B. 

400 

Clinton.  111. 

Taylor,  W.  I. 

Earnest.  A.  W. 

401 

Lehighton.  Pa. 

Freeman,  Chas. 

Elrod.  S.  G. 

HI  2 

Masslllon,  O, 

Stocker,  J. 

403 

Bangor,  Me. 

Cook,  E.  W. 

Burns,  W.  F. 

404 

Kern.  Cal. 

Ralston,  E.  C. 

Buck,  C.  E. 

405 

Proctor  Knott.  Minn. 

McKenzie,  A. 

Finn,  R.  S. 

406 

Monmouth,  III. 

McCurdy,  J.  A.  # 

Boon,  T. 

407 

Cranbrook.  B.  C. 

Lyen,  G.  E. 

Dowsley,  H.  S. 

408 

Evan  at  on,  Wyo. 

Burke,  E.  W. 

Robbins,  R.  D. 

St.  Elmo,  111. 

Henderson,  W.  B. 

Costin,  J.  F. 

z 

Hanson,  M.  J.                  Barnard,  W.  D. 
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nORQAfi'S  SUGGESTION  HONORABLE. 


So  mnch  has  been  said  and  so  conflict- 
ing are  the  opinions  regarding  our  posi- 
tion in  the  settlement  of  the  Cuban  ques- 
tion that  nothing  that  is  said  meets  with 
popular  approval  any  longer.  The  diplo- 
mats and  economists  are  now  at  work 
trying  to  teach  us  that  our  pledge  of  1898 
meant  nothing  but  a  little  palaver  that 
gave  us  the  right  to  interfere  between 
Spain  and  her  subjects,  the  Cubans,  and 
that  same  palaver  having  secured  the 
recognition  of  the  powers  to  interfere  we 
may  now  lay  aside  its  terms  as  meaning- 
less and  of  no  effect.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  are  naturally  very  dense  in 
comprehension  of  such  methods,  as  it  is 
an  entirely  new  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciples that  have  been  inculcated  during 
the  existence  of  our  government  and  are 
so  at  variance  with  their  ideas  of  honor 
that  it  may  take  longer  to  convert  them 
to  the  new  doctrine  than  it  will  take  to 
civilize  our  new  inhabitants  in  the  Philip- 
pines. 

The  terms  of  the  Piatt  amendment, 
which  virtually  provides  an  American  pro- 
tectorate, reminds  us  of  the  farmer  who 
fed  his  chickens  with  one  kernel  of  corn 
to  which  was  attached  a  string,  so  that 
the  kernel  while  fed  might  still  be  con- 
sidered as  being  in  the  farmer's  posses- 
sion. Almost  every  conceivable  proposi- 
tion imaginable  has  been  suggested  to 
take  the  place  of  the   original  Teller 


resolution,  but  its  simple,  straightfor- 
ward terms  are  hard  to  contort  into  an- 
other meaning  than  that  which  it  says  so 
plainly.  The  Cubans  expect  its  fulfill- 
ment, and  we  are  bound  on  our  honor  as 
a  nation  to  grant  them  the  terms  it  pro- 
vides, without  any  strings  tied  to  it. 

It  must  not  be  understood  that  the 
American  people  do  not  appreciate  the 
full  advantages  of  possessing  this  island. 
Its  commercial  value  and  its  value  as  a 
strategetic  point  in  time  of  war  mean  much 
to  us,  and  there  is  not  one  but  who  would 
like  to  feel  that  our  sovereignty  extended 
over  this  sentinel  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Still  we  cannot  repudiate  our  promise, 
and  the  measures  we  have  taken  to  re- 
tain control  of  the  island  are  detracting 
from  the  very  influences  that  would 
naturally  tend  to  draw  them  to  us. 

Among  those  who  seek  to  sustain  our 
national  honor  and  at  the  same  time  pre- 
sent an  easy  way  out  of  the  difficulties 
we  have  brought  upon  us  by  our  attitude 
toward  Cuba,  is  Senator  Morgan,  who 
proposes  a  plan  whereby  we  may  escape 
from  the  blunder  of  the  Piatt  amend- 
ment and  the  exhibition  of  bad  faith  that 
it  carried  with  it.  He  proposes  to  give 
the  island  statehood  and  thus  put  a  new 
and  honorable  face  on  our  relations.  It 
means  the  origination  of  a  new  proposi- 
tion altogether,  which  has  in  it  a  fair 
spirit.   If  the  island  is  of  so  much  im- 
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portance  to  us,  as  all  agree  that  it  is,  it 
means  that  we  are  willing  to  proffer  them 
a  share  of  our  government  for  sover- 
eignty over  theirs,  such  as  is  exercised 
over  any  state  in  the  union.  They  would 
thus  be  entitled  to  two  senators  and 
seven  or  eight  representatives.  They 
would  also  have  their  own  governor,  state 
officers  and  state  legislators  and  their 
share  of  federal  officers. 

We  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  ultimate 
fate  of  Cuba  is  annexation,  so  why  not 
accept  Senator  Morgan's  suggestion  and 
proffer  statehood  as  a  gracious  means  of 
wiping  out  the  stain  of  the  Piatt  resolu- 
tion on  our  national  honor?  The  Cubans 
can  accept  this  without  surrendering 
honor,  self-respect  and  national  inde- 
pendence. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Record-Herald 
that  "no  sophistry  can  palliate  the  offen- 
sive mandate  of  the  Piatt  amendment. 
It  denudes  the  Cuban  independence  of 
the  attributes  of  independence — the  au- 
thority to  negotiate  treaties,  to  contract 
debts,  to  protect  '-life,  property  and  indi- 
vidual liberty'  and  to  manage  local  sani- 
tation, and  surrenders  the  Isle  of  Pines 
and  naval  stations  to  the  United  States. 
This  established  an  American  protec- 
torate over  the  island  and  left  the  Cubans 
a  mere  mockery  of  national  independ- 
ence, for  which  they  had  been  struggling 
for  more  than  half  a  century.  It  was  an 
act  of  bad  faith  on  our  part,  for  which 
there  was  no  justification  in  necessity  or 
morals.  We  coveted  Cuba,  and  having 
the  power  of  a  giant,  simply  exercise  it 
as  a  giant." 

The  possibilities  for  development  in 
the  island  are  perhaps  beyond  our  com- 
prehension. Its  fertile  soil  and  big  for- 
est of  cabinet  woods  offer  the  greatest  of 
inducements  to  capital. 

The  Record-Herald  says:  "Sir  William 
Van  Home  contemplates  laying  400  miles 
of  railroad  during  the  next  year  between 
Santiago  and  Port  of  Nipe,  in  the  province 
of  Santa  Clara,  through  the  center  of  the 
island,  and  connect  at  the  city  of  Santa 
Clara  with  the  western  system  of  rail- 
roads in  the  island.  This  will  enable  the 
passenger  to  go  by  rail  almost  the  entire 
Length  of  Cuba  from  Pinar  del  Rio  to 
Santiaga,  one  being  the  capital  of  the 
westernmost  province,  the  other  the  capi- 


tal of  the  easternmost  province,  and  fui 
nish  transportation  facilities  for  th 
greater  part  of  the  population.  H 
also  expects  to  build  a  railroad  nort 
and  south  between  the  two  coasts  in  th 
province  of  Santa  Clara,  giving  an  outl€ 
for  the  products  of  that  region  to  the  set 
They  have  asked  no  grant  and  no  specif 
privileges.  They  have  purchased  th 
right-of-way  for  cash,  and  their  plan 
have  not  only  met  with  approval,  bt 
with  the  enthusiastic  encouragement  c 
all  concerned." 

Continuing,  Mr.  Van  Home  says: 

This  railroad  is  only  one  step  in  on 
enterprise,  which  is  intended  more  for  th 
development  of  the  natural  resources  c 
Cuba  than  to  furnish  transportation.  I 
other  words,  the  railroad  is  merely 
means  to  an  end.  We  could  not  can 
out  our  other  plans  without  transport; 
tion  facilities,  hence  the  railroad  was  th 
first  necessary  step.  We  have  purchase 
vast  tracts  of  land  in  the  central  an 
eastern  provinces  of  the  island,  includin 
forests,  pastures  and  first-class  agricu 
tural  land.  We  propose  to  settle  colonie 
upon  it,  giving  the  preference  to  the  bes 
men  in  our  construction  gangs.  We  sha 
cut  up  the  agricultural  lands  into  sma 
farms  and  assist  people  in  their  cultivt 
tion.  We  shall  also  assist  in  the  est  at 
lishment  of  ranches  and  the  introductio 
of  high-bred  cattle. 

The  highlands  in  the  eastern  and  cet 
tral  part  of  Cuba  furnish  the  fines 
ranges  I  have  ever  seen.  Before  the  rev< 
lution  there  were  over  1,750,000  catt] 
there,  but  they  have  been  practical! 
wiped  out.  At  present  they  can  onl 
round  up  about  35,000  head.  The  Cuba 
market  will  absorb  several  hundre 
thousand  cattle  every  year  without  coi 
sidering  the  export  possibilities,  and  w 
propose  to  encourage  the  organization  c 
cattle  companies  to  utilize  these  range 
and  supply  that  market.  We  are  no' 
putting  up  sawmills  in  the  timber  area 
that  we  have  purchased  and  are  gettin 
out  logs  and  lumber  and  ties  for  the  us 
of  the  road.  As  soon  as  we  have  con: 
pleted  the  work  of  construction  we  pr< 
pose  to  work  off  the  sawmills  into  privat 
hands  and  organize  companies  to  cut  th 
timber  for  commercial  purposes.  Th 
mountains  are  covered  with  the  fines 
cabinet  woods  in  the  world,  sufficient  t 
last  a  century. 

Most  of  the  area  we  have  purchase 
formerly  belonged  to  nonresident  owners 
principally  Spaniards  who  live  in  Pari 
and  Madrid,  and  who  not  only  neve 
come  to  Cuba,  but  have  done  nothing  t 
develop  the  resources  of  the  island  an 
have  contributed  nothing  to  its  wealt 
and  welfare.   That  has  been  one  of  th 
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greatest  drawbacks  to  prosperity— the 
ownership  of  vast  estates  by  nonresi- 
dents. 

Conditions  are  improving  rapidly  in 
Cuba.  The  island  has  extraordinary  re- 
cuperative power,  and,  although  it  was 
poetically  devastated  during  the  last 
revolution,  it  is  recovering  with  marvel- 
ous rapidity.  The  sugar  fields  are  being 
replanted,  the  mills  are  being  rebuilt,  but 
money  and  labor  are  scarce.  Every  man 
who  wants  to  work  can  get  good  wages, 
Digger  than  were  ever  paid  before.  A 
■dollar  a  day  'Americano'  is  considered  a 

treat  fortune  by  the  ordinary  Cuban.  He 
as  never  fared  so  well  before  and  his 
•employment  is  a  guarantee  of  peace  on 
-the  island.  Immigration  is  beginning  to 
flow  in.  During  the  last  year  about  28,- 
<000  laborers  arrived  from  Spain, Italy  and 
•other  countries,  and  every  one  of  them 
has  been  immediately  absorbed  by  the 
■sugar  plantations.  But  the  lack  of  capi- 
tal is  a  great  difficulty.  Foreign  invest- 
ors are  shy  because  of  the  uncertain  po- 
litical status,  but  they  will  gain  confi- 
dence as  they  study  the  situation,  and 
will  soon  find  there  is  no  good  ground  for 
apprehension.  Property  in  Cuba  is  just 
as  safe  as  anywhere  else,  or  we  would  not 

to  there.  Our  own  investments  are  a  suf- 
cient  answer  to  your  inquiry.  We  are 
spending  millions  of  dollars  upon  our 
faith  in  the  stability  of  the  Cuban  govern- 
ment, whether  it  is  annexation  or  inde- 
pendence, and  have  no  fear.  We  don't 
consider  that  we  are  taking  any  greater 
risks  than  we  would  run  in  similar  en- 
terprises elsewhere. 

It  will  be  several  years  before  Cuba 
will  be  able  to  produce  a  normal  crop  of 
sugar.  The  product  this  year  will  be 
about  500,000  tons,  which  is  a  handsome 
increase  from  the  350,000  tons  produced 
last  year,  but  not  quite  half  a  maximum 
•crop,  which  ought  to  be  something  over 
a  million  tons,  but  the  sugar  interest  is 
recovering  rapidly.  It  suffered  more  than 
any  other  industry  during  the  revolution, 
for  most  of  the  plantations  were  destroy- 
ed and  the  mills  were  burned,  but  the  old 
fields  are  being  replanted  and  new  and 
important  plantations  are  being  started, 
so  that  when  the  industry  has  recovered 
the  product  will  be  greater  than  ever  be- 
fore. 

The  eastern  part  of  the  island  raises 
magnificent  coffee,  the  best  in  the  world, 
but  the  crop  has  been  limited  because 
-coffee  requires  more  capital  and  labor, 
and  sugar  has  paid  better  profits.  If  our 
people  will  go  in  and  encourage  that  in- 
dustry Cuba  can  produce  unlimited  quan- 
tities and  furnish  all  the  coffee  that  will 
be  needed  by  the  United  States.  The  la- 
bor problem,  however,  must  be  consid- 
ered both  from  the  standpoint  of  num- 
bers and  wages.  Labor  is  much  cheaper 
and  more  abundant  in  other  coffee  coun- 


tries than  in  Cuba,  and  competition  will 
furnish  a  future  economical  problem. 

The  three  chief  items— sugar,  tobacco 
and  cattle — however,  contain  no  doubts 
or  difficulties,  and  will  make  Cuba  the 
richest  country  of  her  area  in  the  world, 
for  she  can  raise  those  staples  cheaper 
and  better  than  any  other  country.  The 
capacity  of  her  production  is  practically 
unlimited  and  the  volume  of  her  product 
only  depends  upon  the  capital  and  the  la- 
bor employed. 

We  are  encouraging  immigration  from 
Spain,  Galicia,  the  Central  and  South 
American  countries  and  the  Canary 
Islands  as  best  adapted  to  that  climate. 
We  have  done  nothing  thus  far  toward 

tromoting  immigration  from  the  United 
tates  to  Cuba,  because  we  are  not  quite 
sure  about  the  effect  of  the  climate  upon 
our  people.  We  want  to  go  slow  and 
avoid  an  responsibility.  A  few  people 
are  certain  to  go  without  our  encourage- 
ment, and  when  we  see  how  they  stand 
the  hot  sun  and  the  rainy  season,  then 
we  can  take  up  the  subject  of  introducing 
American  colonies  without  any  misgiving. 
So  far  as  the  employes  on  our  railroad 
are  concerned,  they  have  grown  fat  and 
hearty  and  are  happy  and  contented.  The 
climate  in  the  highlands  is  as  fine  as  that 
of  any  place  in  the  world,  but  people 
generally  judge  Cuba  by  what  they  see  in 
the  lowlands  along  the  coast. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cuba  are  a  much 
better  class  of  people  than  represented. 
I  have  been  happily  disappointed  in  my 
experience  with  them.  Like  everybody 
else  I  had  preconceived  ideas  which  I 
have  since  found  were  incorrect.  They 
average  as  well  as  people  of  any  other 
country  in  intelligence,  industry  and 
morals,  and  will  make  excellent  citizens 
as  soon  as  they  find  out  what  self-govern- 
ment means.  You  must  remember  that 
they  have  been  the  subjects  of  a  despot- 
ism since  the  island  was  settled,  and  they 
and  their  fathers  have  passed  through  an 
experience  which  is  not  calculated  to  in- 
spire a  people  with  confidence  in  the  hon- 
esty and  sincerity  of  their  rulers.  They 
make  excellent  laborers.  It  took  a  little 
patience  to  teach  them  our  ways  of  doing 
things,  but  they  have  quick  perceptions, 
amiable  dispositions  and  are  naturally 
docile  and  obedient.  For  the  first  time 
in  history  Cuba  has  schools,  and  they  are 
well  attended.  The  ratio  of  illiteracy  will 
decrease  rapidly  from  this  time  on.  The 

J>eople  are  eager  to  have  their  children 
earn. 

It  must  not  be  imagined  that  the  Cubans 
are  lacking  in  appreciation  of  these  won- 
derful resources  nor  of  the  efforts  that 
are  being  put  forth  to  develop  them.  The 
same  wealth  of  riches  that  attracts  our 
covetousness  is  looked  upon  by  them  as 
a  foundation  of  wealth  with  which  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


412 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


expect  to  establish  a  stable  government. 
With  a  full  knowledge  of  these  existing 
treasures ,  and  after  so  bitter  a  struggle 
for  independence,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  they  rejected  so  offensive  a 
mandate  as  the  Piatt  amendment.  Sena- 
tor Morgan's  suggestion  is  worthy  of  our 


consideration  and  adoption;  it  is  honor- 
able in  its  purposes  and  holds  forth  an 
inducement  to  that  people  that  can.be  ac- 
cepted without  surrendering  their  liberty 
or  independance  and  unites  them  with 
us,  a  people  who  have  their  welfare  at 
heart. 


what  union;  are  for. 


The  conditions  ufcder  which  we  obtain 
as  employes  in  railway  service  throughout 
the  country,  the  marked  advancement  of 
employes  along  economic  and  social  lines 
and  the  fraternal  protection  and  support 
afforded  the  members,  of  employes*  fam- 
ilies, certainly  point  to  a  lasting  memorial 
for  our  organization.  Its  influences  have 
not  stopped  with  the  changes  that  are  in 
evidence  in  every  home  but  have  pervaded 
the  legislative  halls  and  have  there  con- 
structed laws  intended  to  protect  us  and 
our  interests.  What  organized  labor  has 
done  and  what  its  aims  and  objects  are  is 
well  spoken  in  The  Tailor  and  is  worthy 
of  reproduction: 

To  a  workingman  it  is  a  puzzling  fact 
that  the  question  is  never  asked,  why 
should  a  physician  join  a  medical  society? 
Why  should  a  lawyer  affiliate  himself 
with  the  Bar  Association?  What  induces 
a  business  man  to  pay  initiation  fees  into 
a  Chamber  of  Commerce? 

These  people  join  the  society  of  their 
business  or  profession  for  the  standing  it 
gives  them,  for  the  advantages  of  ex- 
change of  ideas  and  community  of  effort 
along  well  defined  lines;  and  that  the 
common  standard  of  excellence  is  raised 
thereby  and  the  individuals  benefited  is 
never  questioned.  In  practice,  the  ob- 
jects of  the  trade  unions  are  identical  with 
those  of  the  association  mentioned  and 
many  others,  and  the  inducement  for  a 
professional  or  business  man  to  join  an 
organization  of  the  character  indicated  is 
many  times  intensified  in  the  case  of  the 
workingman. 

In  the  keen  competition  of  the  business 
world  expenses  of  production  must  be 
kept  at  the  minimum  by  the  employer  who 
would  maintain  his  position.  Labor  re- 
ceives no  more  consideration  than  that  it 
is  in  a  position  to  demand  and  enforce. 
This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  individual, 
but  of  the  system,  and  many  times  em- 
ployers are  forced  against  their  inclina- 
tions by  competition  to  give  the  screws 
on  labor  one  more  turn  in  preference  to 
yielding  the  field  of  trade  to  less  honor- 
able competitors. 


Unaided  by  co-operation  of  his  fellows 
the  individual  laborer  would  be  reduced 
to  a  pitiable  state  by  the  constant  en- 
croachment of  capital  in  the  hands  of  the 
capitalist.  United  for  a  common  object 
the  workmen  become  an  effective  force; 
effective  in  direct  ratio  to  the  thorough- 
ness of  their  organization.  United  they 
are  in  a  position  to  arbitrate  the  question 
of  a  just  division  of  the  profits  of  their 
toil  supplemented  and  directed  by  the 
capital  of  the  employer.  One  single  man, 
standing  out  from  his  fellows,  unaffili- 
ated with  the  union  of  his  craft,  sullenly 
accepting  its  benefits,  or  bawling  of  his 
"freedom  from  the  tyranny  of  the  trade 
unions,"  is  a  breach  in  the  citadel,  and 
every  such  man  but  forges  the  chains  to 
bind  himself  and  his  fellows  to  condi- 
tions of  serfdom. 

That  labor  unions  uniformly  secure  bet- 
ter wages, shorter  hours  of  labor,  improved 
conditions  and  better  treatment  tor  all 
the  men  engaged  in  the  trade  or  calling 
within  the  sphere  of  its  influence,  needs 
no  demonstration.  No  man  worthy  of  the 
name  would  enjoy  these  advantages  with- 
out willingly  joining  with  that  union  and 
aiding  in  shaping  its  policy  and  assisting 
in  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  its 
maintenance  in  the  highest  conditions  of 
efficiency.  And  yet  there  are  individuals 
who  not  only  do  that  very  thing,  but 
abuse  the  union  that  helps  to  feed  them, 
vilify  the  leaders  and  seek  favor  in  the 
eyes  of  the  employer  by  claiming  their 
superior  subserviency  to  the  bosses' 
wishes. 

Trade  unions  make  for  a  higher  class 
of  workmanship.  The  most  skillful  arti- 
sans of  all  trades  are  to  be  found  in  their 
ranks,  and  great  care  is  used  in  securing 
new  members  to  the  end  that  the  stan- 
dard of  excellence  is  not  lowered  by  the 
admission  of  incompetent  men.  A  union 
card  is  an  excellent  guarantee  of  skill.  If 
the  unions  could  only  exercise  their  pow- 
ers more  fully  than  they  are  allowed  to 
do  in  nearly  all  the  trades,  the  appren- 
tice systems  would  be  something  more 
than  is  usually  the  case,  systems  in  the- 
ory only.  The  employer  seeks  only  to 
produce  goods  at  a  low  cost.  He  cares 
nothing  about  the  instruction  of  appren- 
tices.  Trade  unions  care  for  their  sick 
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and  needy.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  are  poured  from  their  treasuries 
annually  for  charity,  and  of  this  the  gen- 
eral public  never  hears  a  word.  It  is 
done  silently,  sympathetically  and 
promptly.  They  bury  the  dead  and  com- 
fort ana  aid  the  widows  and  orphans. 
There  is  no  proclaiming  from  the  house- 
tops. They  educate  their  members  on 
economic  lines  and  without  entering  par- 
tisan politics  teach  the  workingman  the 
true  significance  of  the  ballot  and  the 
most  effective  methods  for  its  use.  All 
social  and  political  reforms  of  import- 
ance spring  from  and  are  desseminated 
through  trade  union  agencies. 

They  are  a  safety  valve  for  the  natural 
discontent  engendered  by  the  fierce  com- 
petitive system.  In  European  countries 


where  labor  unions  are  suppressed  and 
restricted,  red  anarchy  rears  its  ugly 
head.  In  this  country  of  comparative 
freedom,  no  terrible  danger  threatens. 

What  is  true  of  trades  unions,  as  ap- 
plies to  the  crafts  generally,  is  equally 
true  of  us.  All  that  can  be  said  of  each 
of  them,  so  far  as  their  aims  and  objects 
are  concerned,  form  a  common  ground 
upon  which  we  stand  with  them.  It  is 
therefore  becoming  that  we  lend  every 
encouragement  to  trades  unions  consist- 
ent with  our  laws  and  contribute  to  the 
noble  purposes  for  which  they  were 
founded,  advancing  their  interests  with 
our  patronage  and  our  influence. 


5  FLOATING  EXPO 

The  name  Yankee  is  synonymous  with 
shrewdness  in  European  countries.  The 
enthusiasm  with  which  they  go  about  any 
enterprise  beating  all  competitors  simply 
astonishes  the  business  men  of  the 
principal  foreign  countries  of  the  world. 

A  cable  dispatch  to  the  Record-Herald 
says: 

Formerly  American  traders  neglected 
to  pay  careful  attention  to  the  peculiar 
tastes  of  the  different  peoples.  They 
practiced  the  theory  that  every  nationality 
must  like  the  things  that  they  liked.  Now 
these  resourceful  men  know  better.  They 
try  to  understand  the  wants  of  their  di- 
versified markets  and  thus  prepare  them- 
selves to  cope  with  competition  through- 
out the  world.  I  find  yankee  commercial 
prestige  increasing.  Wherever  nations 
place  value  on  advanced  practical  ideas 
Americans  are  steadily  coming  to  the 
front*. 

While  American  manufacturers  have 
learned  the  lesson  that  they  must  produce 
goods  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the 
market  and  have  thus  captured  a  fair 
trade  with  European  countries  they  are 
handicapped  by  ocean  freights  that  keep 
us  from  their  markets  in  many  lines  of 
goods. 

Another  excerpt  says: 

"America  has  only  to  attack  the  British 
building  trades  to  capture  then,"  said 
P.  A.  Gilbert  Wood,  editor  of  the  London 
Architect  today  to  The  Record- Herald 
correspondent.  He  had  been  surveying 
the  International  Building  Trades  Exhi- 
bition, opened  at  Islington,  this  morning, 
and  was  commenting  on  the  conspicuous 
absence  of  American  goods,  which,  with 


ITION  SUGGESTED. 

the  exception  of  a  few  displays  of  fire- 
proofing  expanded  metal  and  light  hard- 
ware stair  strips,  are  missing  from  the 
big  show.  Mr.  Wood  continued: 

"I  suppose  that  ocean  freights  are  all 
that  keep  the  pushful  yankee  out  of  our 
building  market.  He  would  only  have  to 
visit  this  exhibition  to  realize  what  oppor- 
tunities are  slipping  away  from  him.  It 
is  a  particular  cause  for  regret  that  the 
first  international  show  of  the  century 
should  not  contain  a  display  of  American 
steel  construction.  The  perfection  of 
that  system  has  easily  been  the  revolution- 
izing feature  of  modern  building. 

"We  think  the  skyscraper  hideous  and 
ugly.  In  fact,  we  have  legislated  so  that 
our  esthetic  taste  may  not  be  offended  by 
it,  but  we  are  utilitarian  people,  and  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  twenty- 
story  houses  sooner  or  later  will  frown 
down  on  us." 

J.  F.  Golding,  president  of  the  new  Ex- 

Eanded  Metal  Company  of'New  York  and 
ondon,  said:  "This  exhibition  is  a 
striking  proof  that  John  Bull  is  making 
haste  slowly.  The  hall  is  full  of  materi- 
als, appliances  and  ideas  that  American 
architects  and  builders  discarded  twenty 
or  thirty  years  ago.  Here  and  there  you 
may  find  something  with  modern  veneer, 
but  you  are  equally  certain  to  find  'U.  S. 
A.'  somewhere  about  it. 

"One  firm  of  contractors  shows  with 
unfeigned  pride  a  system  of  girders  and 
joists  it  is  putting  into  the  new  $5,000,000 
war  office  at  Whitehall.  I  think  the  old 
Capitol  at  Washington  contained  the 
same  kind.  The  Englishman  will  not 
budge  from  his  theory  that  economy  of 
material  means  shaky  construction." 

Mr.  O.  P.  Austin,  chief  of  the  bureau  of 
statistics  of  the  treasury  department  at 
Washington,  appears  to  have  solved  the 
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riddle  of  how  best  to  introduce  American 
goods  in  our  foreign  markets  and  com- 
pete with  the  trade  of  those  countries, 
and  exhibit  their  products  and  manufac- 
tures at  the  doors  of  the  people  to  whom 
we  desire  to  sell  them.  His  plan  is  as 
follows  as  given  in  Geographic  Magazine 
for  February: 

A  floating  exposition,  carrying  sam- 
ples of  our  merchandise  around  the  world 
and  putting  our  merchants  in  touch  with 
those  of  all  nations,  seems  to  me  a  fitting 
American  enterprise  for  the  beginning  of 
the  new  century.  The  nineteenth  century 
has  made  the  United  States  the  greatest 
exporting  nation  of  the  world;  why  not 
begin  the  twentieth  by  showing  to  all  the 
world  what  we  have  to  sell  and  how  to 
sell  it? 

Exhibitions  of  the  products  of  indus- 
try have  proved  beneficial  to  trade  where- 
ever  undertaken,  whether  the  ancient 
"fair"  or  the  more  modern  "exposition." 
The  traveling  salesman  with  his  sample 
cases  has  become  a  necessity  of  modern 
mercantile  success;  "commercial  muse- 
ums" exhibit  to  the  dealers  of  one  coun- 
try the  class  of  goods  required  in  other 
lands,  and  the  great  European  nations 
now  send  out  "commercial  missions"  to 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  trade  op- 
portunities in  distant  countries. 

But  each  of  these  methods  has  its  limit 
of  influence.  The  fair  or  exposition  is 
dependent  for  its  success  upon  the  num- 
ber of  people  it  can  attract  to  its  doors, 
the  traveling:  salesman  represents  but  a 
single  establishment  or  industry,  the 
commercial  museum  conveys  its  informa- 
tion only  to  the  seller  and  not  to  the  buy- 
er, and  the  commercial  mission  gathers 
information  regarding  the  wants  of  dis- 
tant people,  but  is  unable  to  offer  them 
samples  of  the  goods  which  its  own  peo- 
ple have  to  meet  those  wants. 

Why  not  combine  the  valuable  features 
of  these  various  aids  to  commerce  in  a 
single  great  enterprise— a  "floating  expo- 
sition," which  shall  carry  samples  of  our 
merchandise  to  the  very  doors  of  the  peo- 
ple whose  trade  we  would  foster,  and  by 
bringing  the  buyer  and  seller  into  per- 
sonal contact  establish  such  mutual  un- 
derstanding of  wants  and  conditions  as 
to  facilitate  the  interchange  for  which 
each  is  desirous?  ' 

The  imports  of  Asia,  Oceania,  Africa, 
and  the  American  countries  south  of  the 
United  States  amount  to  over  two  billion 
dollars  every  year.  Nearly  all  of  these 
importations  are  qf  the  very  class  of  goods 
which  we  want  to  sell— foodstuffs,  textiles, 
mineral  oils,  machinery,  and  manufac- 
tures of  all  kinds;  yet  our  sales  to  these 
grand  divisions  in  the  best  year  of  our 
commerce,  1900,  only  amounted  to  about 
$200,000,000,  or  10  per  cent  of  their  pur- 
chases.  The  annual  imports  of  Asia  and 


Oceania  are  over  a  billion  dollars,  those 
of  Africa  over  four  hundred  millions,  and 
those  of  the  countries  lying  south  of  the 
United  States  about  six  hundred  millions. 

Most  of  the  cities  through  which  these 
two  billion  dollars'  worth  of  goods  are 
first  distributed  lie  on  the  seacoast,  and 
could  be  readily  reached  by  a  fleet  of  ves- 
sels loaded  with  samples  of  American 
products  and  manufactures.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  lack  of  practical  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  local  trade  requirements, 
such  as  methods  of  packing,  kind  of  goods 
required,  length  of  credit,  etc.,  is  the  chief 
obstacle  to  the  introduction  of  American 
goods  in  these  countries,  and  that  until 
this  obstacle  shall  have  been  overcome  we 
cannot  expect  to  obtain  the  share  in  that 
trade  to  which  our  location  and  facilities 
of  production  and  manufacture  entitle  us. 

If  a  floating  exposition  were  systematic- 
ally organized,  loading  one  vessel  with 
exhibits  of  foodstuffs,  another  with  tex- 
tiles, another  with  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  vehicles,  another  with  manu- 
factures of  iron  and  steel,  another  with 
household  requirements,  and  another  with 
"Yankee  notions,"  and  sent  from  port  to 
port  and  continent  to  continent,  it  should 
prove  highly  advantageous  to  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  all  of  the  countries 
visited. 

Each  manufacturer  or  exporter  sending 
an  exhibit  would  naturally  send  with  it  a 
capable  representative,  who  could  discuss 
with  the  local  merchant  the  qualities  of 
his  goods  and  their  fitness  or  unfitness 
for  local  markets. 

The  coming  of  an  exhibition  of  this 
character  would  attract  at  each  port  not 
only  the  business  men  of  that  city,  but 
those  of  other  commercial  centers  in  the 
vicinity,  and  by  this  process  the  whole- 
sale merchant  of  the  United  States  would 
speak  face  to  face  with  those  of  every 
country  visited,  and  in  these  discussions 
would  learn  in  a  practical  way  the  ob- 
stacles which  now  prevent  a  free  inter- 
change of  commerce  and  the  methods  by 
which  they  can  be  overcome. 

In  addition  to  this  a  corps  of  experts 
could  gather  samples  of  the  goods  now 
being  sold  in  the  countries  visited,  the 
prices  obtained,  the  length  of  credit  giv- 
en, the  banking  and  exchange  facilities 
existing  and  required,  and  other  facts 
which  would  prove  valuable  not  only  to 
those  directly  participating  in  the  enter- 
prise, but  to  ail  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States,  by  their  ex- 
hibition in  commercial  museums  and  by 
published  reports. 

Present  conditions  seem  to  be  excep- 
tionally favorable.  The  producers,  manu- 
facturers and  merchants  of  the  United 
States  are  greatly  interested  in  the  ex- 
tension of  markets  for  American  goods, 
and  the  bureau  of  statistics  is  daily  be- 
sieged with  inquiries  for  information 
bearing  upon  this  subject.    The  past 
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three  years  have  been  exceptionally  suc- 
cessful, and  yet  have  shown  the  necessi- 
ty of  finding  an  increased  outlet  for  the 
surplus  which  the  American  manufactur- 
ers show  themselves  capable  of  produc- 
ing, and  it  seems  not  unreasonable  to  be- 
lieve that  they  would  look  upon  a  reason- 
able expenditure  for  the  extension  of 
trade  as  money  well  invested.  A  great 
world's  fair  has  just  been  held  at  Paris, 
at  which  many  Americans  made  exhibits, 
some  parts  or  which  would  be  suited  to  a 
floating  exhibition  such  as  has  been  sug- 
gested. A  great  exposition,  especially 
intended  to  apply  to  the  people  of  Central 
and  South  America,  is  to  be  held  at  Buf- 
falo this  year,  and  its  exhibits  would  in 
many  cases  prove  a  basis  for  an  under- 
taking of  this  kind,  while  another  expo- 
sition, especially  relating  to  the  West  In- 
dian trade  is  to  be  held  at  Charleston. 


Thus,  in  the  disposition  to  extend  our 
commerce,  in  a  prosperity  which  war- 
rants new  business  ventures,  and  even  in 
the  partial  preparations  of  exhibits,  the 
circumstances  appear  to  be  especially  fa- 
vorable. 

The  basic  principle  in  the  above  propo- 
sition is  in  line  with  the  ideas  carried  out 
by  every  wholesale  house  in  this  country 
and  which  has  fully  demonstrated  to  the 
American  people  its  usefulness  as  a  fac- 
tor in  pioneering  a  new  business  or  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  the  older 
houses.  It  at  once  appeals  to  us  as  sen- 
sible, feasible  and  business-like  in  prin- 
ciple and  we  believe  affords  the  surest 
means  of  promoting  our  trade  abroad. 


ILLINOIS  LEGISLATURE  ON  CIGARETTES. 


The  house  of  representatives  of  Illinois 
has  passed  the  anti-cigarette  bill  that  has 
been  so  ardently  pushed  by  Miss  Lucy 
Page  Gaston,  vice  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Anti  Cigarette  League.  The  bill  is 
modeled  after  the  one  now  in  force  in 
Tennessee,  which  has  recently  been  de- 
clared constitutional  by  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  and  which  is  now  in  force 
in  the  state  of  Tennessee. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  committee  to  which 
it  is  referred  will  not  oppose  it,  and  that 
the  bill  will  receive  favorable  considera- 
tion in  the  senate. 

It  is  known  that  in  the  committee  there 
are  opponents  to  the  bill,  but  upon  what 
grounds  they  base  their  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  the  law  is  beyond  the  com- 
prehension of  those  who  are  fighting  cig- 
arettes because  of  their  pernicious  effect 
upon  the  health  and  mind  of  our  chil- 
dren. There  can  certainly  be  no  doubts  in 
their  minds  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
such  a  law,  for  the  Supreme  Court  has 
dissolved  all  doubt  in  that  connection. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  those  inter- 
ested in  the  sale  of  cigarettes  in  the  state 
of  Tennessee  put  up  a  vigorous  defense 
but  with  all  the  influence  they  could  bring 
to  bear  the  Supreme  Court  decided 
against  them.  We  do  not  know -what  in- 
fluence they  are  bringing  to  bear  with  the 
senate  committee  to  whom  the  bill  has 
been  referred,  but  we  may  feel  assured 


that  it  is  not  any  point  in  law  that  was 
overlooked  by  that  august  body  who  de- 
cided the  appeal  in  the  instance  of  the 
Tennessee  decision. 

So  much  has  recently  been  said  on  this 
'subject  of  cigarettes  and  their  harmful 
influences  that  perhaps  there  is  not  a  pa- 
rent who  does  not  fully  realize  the  dan- 
ger that  lurks  in  their  use  upon  the 
minds  of  our  children.  We  believe  there 
is  no  mother  who  would  be  so  utterly  un- 
concerned in  her  sons'  welfare  that  she 
would  take  no  action  in  stamping  out 
this  evil  did  opportunity  present.  We 
have  in  our  Order  29  Divisions  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  and  14  Auxiliaries.  These 
29  Divisions  represents  1820  members, 
and  a  conservative  estimate  of  14  Auxil- 
iaries' membership  would  place  the  num- 
ber at  2500.  With  united  action  on  the 
part  of  so  many  appealing  for  protection 
to  the  senate  there  could  be  but  one  re- 
sult when  the  bill  came  up  for  passage 
within  that  body.  It  seems  to  our  mind 
that  no  greater  incentive  can  be  pre- 
sented to  dispel  the  lethargy  that  comes 
over  all  of  us  at  times,  than  to  be  con- 
fronted with  some  danger  that  threatens 
the  health,  mind  and  lives  of  our  chil- 
dren. The  cause  in  which  Miss  Gaston  is 
engaged  is  a  noble  one,  and  we  believe 
shejis  fully  conscious  of  the  importance 
of  the  measure  she  is  trying  to  have 
passed.  I  If  it  fails  it  will  not  be  her  fault. 
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We  are  combined  for  the  common  good 
of  mankind.  While  we  are  enjoined  to 
surround  our  Brothers  with  those  influ- 
ences that  will  keep  him  from  falling  into 
error,  and  while  our  Sisters  are  enjoined 
to  defend  each  others'  name  and  prevent 
any  attack  upon  her  character  if  within 
her  power  to  prevent,  let  those  influences 
extend  one  step  further  in  exercising  your 
charitable  devotions,  and  throw  around 
your  Brother's  son  or  daughter  those  in- 
fluences that  will  prevent  them  from  fall- 
ing into  error  and  vice.  There  is  no  pa- 
rent but  would  appreciate  such  kindness 
as  this,  even  beyond  any  service  or  sacri- 
fice that  could  be  made  for  us  individual- 
ly. Then  why  not  perform  this  more  ap- 


preciative act  and  demonstrate  that  wed< 
not  stop  at  the  literal  discharge  of  ou 
obligations,  but  show  to  the  world  tha 
our  Brother's  child  is  ours  to  defend  wit! 
the  same  or  greater  devotion  than  we  de 
fend  the  Brother  himself. 

As  has  been  said  the  bill  has  passec 
the  house  and  has  been  referred  to  th« 
senate  committee  on  license,  the  chair 
man  of  which,  Mr.  Evans,  is  opposed  t< 
the  bill.  It  is  feared  that  the  bill  will  be 
buried  here,  as  a  majority  on  this  com 
mittee  are  opposed  to  its  passage.  It  re 
mains  to  be  seen  what  influences  will  be 
brought  to  bear  by  those  interested  in  its 
passage,  to  get  it  before  the  senate  foi 
action  in  that  body. 


PAKE  EnPLOYnWiT  BUREAUS  EXPOSED. 


The  weekly  bulletin  of  the  Illinois  Bu- 
reau of  Labor  Statistics  gives  a  summary 
of  the  business  done  by  that  institution 
for  eighty-nine  weeks  and  up  to  April  13, 
1901.  This  institution  includes  the  em- 
ployment offices  of  the  north,  south  and 
west  sides,  and  we  observe  from  the 
totals  given  that  62,216  applications  for 
employment  were  filed  during  this  time, 
and  48,671  persons  of  this  number  secured 
employment  through  the  agency.  The 
number  of  applications  for  help  filed  was 
57,707,  of  which  number  9,036  were  not 
filled. 

When  we  consider  the  vast  number  of 
persons  constantly  on  the  move  in  search 
of  employment  we  can  better  understand 
the  true  value  of  free  employment  agen- 
cies as  operating  under  the  state  laws. 
As  a  rule  the  person  in  search  of  employ- 
ment is  one  who  has  a  very  limited  bank 
account  and  who  regulates  his  menu  ac- 
cordingly. It  can  be  fairly  understood 
from  the  above  figures  how  the  many 
fake  employment  bureaus  of  Chicago 
found  business  and  prospered  financially 
when  the  fees  charged  ranged  between 
two  and  five  dollars  according  to  the 
position  sought.  The  free  bureau  was 
not  originated  with  the  sole  purpose  in 
mind  of  giving  free  information  to  those 
seeking  employment  to  the  exclusion  of 
those  engaged  in  the  legitimate  end  of 
the  trade,  but  to  protect  those  who  gave 


their  last  dollar  to  illegitimate  concerns 
that  never  made  any  pretention  of  secur- 
ing situations  for  their  patrons.  And 
their  nefarious  practices  do  not  stop  here. 

On  one  road  out  of  Chicago  that  we 
have  in  mind,  several  of  these  concerns 
operating  under  the  name  of  employment 
bureau  and  scalper's  office,  entered  into 
a  tacit  agreement  with  a  yardmaster  to 
bill  certain  persons  "in  charge  of  stock" 
and  thus  secure  passage  for  them,  upon 
the  presentation  of  credentials  furnished 
at  the  scalper's  office.  The  rates  charged 
for  transportation  were  made  to  agree 
with  the  amount  of  money  the  applicant 
had.  This  amount  was  divided  between 
the  agency  and  yardmaster.  The  rules 
of  the  company  restricting  the  number  of 
persons  in  charge  of  a  car  of  stock  to  one 
person  to  each  car  or  special  consign- 
ment, was  in  one  instance  overlooked  by 
the  yardmaster  who  had  one  more  pas- 
senger than  he  had  cars  to  be  assigned. 
This  led  to  investigation  by  the  con- 
ductor who  demanded  to  examine  theii 
contracts.  The  only  contracts  that  were 
forthcoming  were,  the  cards  of  certain 
Clark  street  agents,  upon  which  was  writ- 
ten *  'pass  bearer, ' '  followed  by  the  initials 
of  some  person  and  addressed  to  the 
yardmaster. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  their  un- 
scrupulous dealings  are  not  confined  to 
robbing  the  poor  victim  of  his  last  dollar, 
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professing:  to  act  as  his  agent  in  securing 
for  him  transportation  or  employment,  but 
they  engage  in  a  double  conspiracy  which 
not  only  robs  him  of  his  money  and  sets 
him  penniless  in  the  country  far  from  his 
destination,  but  are  concerned  in  a  scheme 
to  defraud  the  railroads  into  which  they 
draw  men  in  honorable  service  and  make 
criminals  of  them. 

In  an  editorial  in  a  previous  number  we 
spoke  of  the  many  shameful  methods 
adopted  by  these  so-called  agencies  to 
' '  shear  the  lambs  of  their  wool. ' '  A  commit- 
tee from  the  lower  house  (111.)  has  since, 
been  appointed  to  investigate  these  agen- 
cies and  has  found  a  most  flagrant  abuse 
of  the  business  existing  that  these  so- 
called  agencies  assume  to  do.  In  an  edi- 
torial on  this  subject  the  Record-Herald 
says: 

Having  gone  into  the  business  of  main- 
taining free  employment  agencies  at  pub- 
lic expense,  the  state  is  under  an  obliga- 
tion to  regulate  the  private  agencies  that 
are  conducted  in  this  city  and  to  more 
rigidly  enforce  the  laws  already  enacted 
to  protect  the  unemployed  from  imposi- 
tion and  extortion. 

An  investigation  of  these  agencies  by  a 
committee  of  the  lower  house  of  the  leg- 
islature discloses  a  condition  that  calls 
for  more  stringent  legislation  governing 
the  conduct  of  this  business.  Testimony 
was  heard  from  sixty  witnesses,  who  com- 
plained of  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  private 
agencies.  The  house  committee  found 
that  nearly  all  these  agencies  are  doing 


business  contrary  to  law;  that  out  of 
ninety-six  agencies  in  Chicago,  only  one 
has  paid  the  license  required  by  statute; 
that  many  of  the  agencies  fraudulently 
advertise  positions  for  which  they  have 
no  request,  and  depend  upon  canvassing 
for  the  position  among  business  firms 
after  the  applicant  has  answered  the 
advertisement  and  paid  his  registration 
fee.  The  bookkeeper  of  one  agency  stated 
that  the  agency  had  an  average  of  fifteen 
applications  daily  at  two  dollars  each  in 
advance,  had  been  in  business  four  years, 
and  that  it  was  impossible  to  give  the 
name  of  more  than  one  man  who  had 
secured  a  position  during  that  time. 

With  nearly  a  hundred  private  agencies 
doing  business  in  Chicago,  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  hundreds  of  the  unfortunate  un- 
employed are  fleeced  every  year,  for  the 
habit  of  exacting  a  "registration  fee"  in 
advance  appears  to  be  general  among 
them.  A  more  intolerable  and  pernicious 
system  of  extortion  could  not  be  imagined . 

The  act  of  1899,  creating  free  employ- 
ment offices,  should  be  amended  so  that 
no  person  or  firm  can  operate  an  employ- 
ment agency  without  giving  bond  to  the 
state  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  or  $10,000  to  se- 
cure the  performance  of  their  contracts. 
The  law  should  also  make  the  acceptance 
of  a  registration  fee  in  advance  a  misde- 
meanor punishable  by  fine  or  cancellation 
of  the  state  license,  or  both. 

We  believe  that  the  Herald  has  the 
right  idea  for  the  elimination  of  the  con- 
temptible methods  employed  and  hope  to 
see  a  recommendation  to  this  effect  by  the 
committee  who  has  this  matter  under  in- 
vestigation. 


inni<BRATIOW  A  n^NACB  TO  LABOR. 


The  New  York  Bureau  of  Labor  Statis- 
tics for  the  month  of  March  gives  some 
very  interesting  figures  in  regard  to  im- 
migration that  are  a  subject  for  consider- 
able study  by  labor  economists  and  others 
interested  in  the  wage  question  and  the 
unemployed. 

It  says  in  part: 

From  October  1, 1819,  when  the  general 
government  began  to  record  the  number 
of  immigrants  arriving  at  customs  dis- 
tricts by  sea  from  foreign  countries,  to 
the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century — a 
space  of  eighty-one  years  and  three 
months— the  volume  of  immigration  at 
the  port  of  New  York  aggregated  13,703,- 
162,  which  represented  nearly  seven- 
tenths  of  the  total  arrivals  (19,777,283) 
during  the  same  period  at  all  ports  in  the 
United  States. 


In  comparison  with  the  correspond- 
ing three  months  of  1899  there  was  a 
slight  decline  in  immigration  at  the 
metropolis  for  the  last  quarter  of  1900, 
the  number  of  persons  who  landed  in 
October,  November  and  December  having 
been  74,892  in  1899  and  74,432  in  1900.  Of 
the  latter  the  largest  element  were  South- 
ern Italians,  who  numbered  19,434.  or  26 
per  cent  of  the  total,  showing  a  gain  of  7 
per  cent  over  their  immigration  of  the 
previous  year.  The  Hebrews  were  second, 
9,163  of  that  race  having  landed,  this 
being  9  per  cent  less  than  in  the  last  three 
months  of  1899. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  1900  the  pro- 
portion of  male  and  female  immigrants 
did  not  materially  differ  from  that  of  the 
like  months  in  1899,  in  the  former  period 
the  males  numbering  43,704,  or  58.7  per 
cent,  and  the  females  30,728.  or  41.3  per 
cent;  while  ia  the  latter  year  61.2  per  cent 
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(45,843)  were  males  and  38.8  per  cent 
(29,049)  were  females.  Considering  the 
races  whose  immigration  exceeded  2,000 
for  the  quarter  ended  last  December  the 
greatest  disparity  as  to  the  proportion  of 
sexes  was  among  the  Northern  Italians, 
72.4  per  cent  of  them  being  males  and  27.6 
per  cent  females,  and  the  smallest  differ- 
ence was  among  the  Germans,  of  whom 
51.8  per  cent  were  males  and  48.2  per  cent 
were  females. 

The  great  majority  of  the  newcomers 
continued  to  drift  toward  the  industrial 
centers  of  the  North  Atlantic  Division, 
57,440,  or  77.2  per  cent,  of  those  who 

fiassed  through  the  port  of  New  York 
rom  October  1  to  December  31,  1900, 
naming  those  states  as  the  places  to  which 
they  were  destined.  Fifty-six  per  cent 
of  that  number  remained  in  the  state  of 
New  York. 

Fifteen  and  four-tenths  percent  (11,436) 
were  bound  for  the  North  Central  Divi- 
sion, while  3,142,  or  4.2  per  cent  avowed 
their  intention  to  go  to  the  Western  Divi- 
sion, and  2,414,  or  3.2  per  cent  to  the 
South  Atlantic  and  South  Central  Divi- 
sions. 

If  we  have  escaped  from  the  heathen 
Chinee  we  have  certainly  had  the  measure 
made  good  in  Dagos  and  other  races 
whose  presence  is  quite  as  much  of  a 
menace  to  labor  as  the  pig -tail  celestial. 
It  is  a  safe  proposition  that  the  demand 
for  laborers  is  not  keeping  pace  with  the 
influx  that  lands  on  our  shores  who  are 
in  search  of  labor.  This  being  true,  it  is 
a  question  of  time  only  until  there  shall 
be  two  or  three  men  to  every  job.  What 
condition  of  affairs  must  then  exist?  To 
those  who  take  a  selfish  view  of  the  case 
and  assert  that  this  influx,  from  whatever 
nation  it  may  come,  will  not  directly  in- 
terfere with  our  employment,  we  will  say 
that  we  do  not  apprehend  any  interfer- 
ference  directly  any  more  than  they,  but 
it  is  only  a  reasonable  argument,  and  one 
which  has  already  been  demonstrated  in 
a  number  of  instances,  that  just  so  soon 
as  this  influx  begins  to  crowd  those  en- 
gaged in  menial  service  and  in  the  vari- 
ous crafts,  creating  a  competition  in 
wages  that  will  not  permit,  the  American 
to  live  and  enjoy  those  comforts  which  he 
has  enjoyed,  that  workman  will  abandon 
his  job  or  trade  and  seek  employment  in 
the  next  higher  grade  of  service  that 
promises  him  a  living,  whether  it  be 
braking  or  something  else. 

There  is  no  closing  our  eyes  to  the  fact 
that  a  railroad  position  offers  many  in- 


ducements to  those  engaged  in  every 
trade.  There  was  a  time  when  our  inter- 
ests were  safe-guarded  in  a  sense  and 
when  the  influx  into  the  service  was  not 
so  great  as  it  now  is,  on  account  of  the 
fear  of  injury  in  handling  cars,  such  as 
coupling,  etc.,  but  that  safe-guard  is  now 
fast  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past  with 
the  introduction  of  safety  appliances,  and 
men  in  all  trades  are  forsaking  them  to 
enter  railway  service. 

An  accompanying  table  in  the  report 
shows  that  thirty-three  races  or 'peoples 
composed  the  vast  number  of  arrivals. 
Of  the  74,432  people  who  are  included  in 
the  report  ended  December  31,  1900,  12,704 
were  under  14  years  of  age;  50,018  were 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  45,  and  4,710 
were  upwards  of  45,  the  Southern  Italians 
having  more  than  double  the  number 
of  that  of  any  other  country,  or  4  per 
cent  of  the  entire  number  above  the  age 
of  45. 

If  we  are  right  in  assuming  that  the  old 
Italian  has  no  greater  earning  power 
than  the  German,  the  Englishman,  the 
Welchman  or  the  Scotchman,  he  must 
either  possess  talent  along  other  lines 
above  those  mentioned  or  possess  suffi- 
cient money  to  keep  him  independent  of 
work,  or  be  handicapped  by  the  natural 
energy  of  the  above-named  races  and 
their  knowledge  of  American  ideas,  and 
become  a  charge  upon  the  public. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  wage  an  indi- 
vidual war  against  the  Italian  nor  any 
other  people  at  this  time.  There  are 
those  of  other  nations  equally  .unde- 
sirable as  citizens  and  whose  presence  is 
more  of  a  menace  to  us  directly  than  the 
old  man  who  promises  to  become  a 
charge  upon  the  public  in  a  few  years  at 
most.  It  is  those  who  come  to  our  shores 
without  any  idea  of  how  Americans  wish 
to  live  and  what  wages  are  necessary  to 
surround  us  with  those  comforts  that 
enable  us  to  contribute  to  society,  that 
are  a  menace  to  us.  There  can  be  but 
one  end  to  such  an  influx  and  at  the  rate 
it  is  now  pouring  in.  Already  our  coun- 
try is  filled  with  large  numbers  of  our 
own  citizens  begging  for  work  at  "any 
old  price."  With  several  more  years, 
each  adding  seventy-four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-two  immigrants  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  public  and  the  labor 
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market,  to  compete  with  the  many  who 
are  even  now  straggling  to  keep  their 
heads  above  the  waves,  it  is  easy  to  see 
what  the  condition  of  the  laborer  will  be. 
With  snch  a  serious  aspect  in  view  would 
it  not  appear  that  more  rigid  immigra- 
tion laws  were  necessary?  If  our  immi- 
gration laws  are  lawful,  based  upon  cer- 
tain qualifications  of  character  and  the 
possession  of  a  stipulated  sum  of  money, 
together  with  being  a  person  of  sound 
mind,  we  see  no  reason  why  there  should 
not  be  an  intellectual  qualification  de- 
manded as  well.  It  is  more  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  government  that  a  foreigner  be 
able  to  interpret  our  constitution  and 
thus  be  conversant  with  the  basic  princi- 
ples upon  which  our  laws  are  built,  than 
to  possess  a  given  sum  of  money  that 
has  nothing  in  it  to  recommend  him  to 
us.  Were  this  made  a  provision  to  ad- 
mission to  this  country  we  would  at  least 
be  benefited  to  the  extent  of  securing  a 


more][intelligent  class  of  citizens,  upon 
whom  we  might  logically  depend  to  ren- 
der a  higher  class  of  service  to  the  em- 
ployer and  at  the  same  time  understand 
good  wages.  The  menace  to  labor  does 
not  lie  in  competition  with  this  latter 
class  of  men,  but  with  the  poor,  ignorant 
foreigner  who  knows  nothing  of  our 
manner  of  living,  and  accommodates 
himself  to  conditions  and  wages  that 
drive  Americans  out. 

It  is  our  hope  that  our  immigration 
laws  will  be  so  amended  as  to  make  the 
ability  to  read  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America  intelligently  a 
requisite  to  admission.  To  our  mind  it 
is  as  clearly  constitutional  as  any  of  the 
specified  requisites  now  embodied  in  our 
laws  and  by  far  a  fairer  and  more  rational 
method  of  keeping  out  the  undesirable 
class  than  that  embodied  in  the  Chinese 
Exclusion  Act. 


ANOTHER  STATE  AGAINST  TICKET  SCALPING. 


A  bill  has  just  passed  both  houses  of  the 
New  York  legislature  and  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  governor  for  his  signature,  making 
ticket  scalping  illegal  in  that  state.  Penn- 
sylvania has  a  similar  law  which  has  been 
sustained  in  the  county  court  at  Pittsburg, 
by  the  superior  court  and  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Pennsylvania,  which  proves  the 
constitutionality  of  the  law. 

In  speaking  of  the  Pennsylvania  case 
in  connection  with  this  subject  the  Rail- 
way Age  says: 

In  the  Pennsylvania  case  the  defendant 
challenged  the  constitutionality  of  the  act 
by  contending  that  it  was  in  violation  of 
the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
clares that  "No  state  shall  make  or  en- 
force any  law  which  shall  abridge  the 
priviledges  or  immunities  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  nor  shall  any  state 
deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty  or  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law.  nor  deny 
to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the 
equal  protection  of  the  laws."  Again,  he 
contended  that  the  act  was  in  derogation 
of  the  rights  "of  enjoying  and  defending 
life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  possessing 
and  protecting  property  and  reputation, 
and  of  pursuing  their  own  happiness," 
declared  by  the  state  constitution  to  be 
"inherent  and  indefeasible."    He  also 


asserted  that  the  act  violated  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  in  that  the  act 
impairs  "the  obligation,  of  contracts," 
and  "is  an  attempt  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  states."  The  courts 
sweep  away  these  pleas,  making  some 
caustic  references  to  the  business  of  ticket 
scalping  as  "prolific  of  fraudulent  re- 
sults," "a  business  not  recognized  by  the 
law  as  respectable,"  etc.;  and  allusion  is 
made  to  the  fact  that  the  statute  under 
consideration  has  been  in  existence  nearly 
forty  years,  in  spite  of  numerous  attempts 
to  prove  it  unconstitutional. 

The  traveling  public  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated that,  if  the  bill  is  signed  by  the 
governor,  New  York  will  be  added  to  the 
list  of  nearly  a  dozen  states  in  which 
ticket  scalping  is  an  illegal  trade.  It  will 
mean  reduced  rates  to  the  Pan-American 
Exposition,  and  in  general  will  stop  great 
waste  of  revenue  and  enable  the  roads  to 
give  their  patrons  a  lower  average  of  uni- 
form rates,  in  place  of  the  spasmodic 
cuts,  which  benefited  only  the  scalpers 
and  a  small  proportion  of  the  great  body 
of  travelers.  The  new  law  carefully  pro- 
tects ticket  buyers  by  requiring  the  roads 
to  redeem  unused  tickets— as  they'already 
do— and  its  effect  will  be  beneficial  to 
public  morals  by  abolishing  a  business 
that  depends  upon  deception,  dishonesty, 
violation  of  agreement  and  often  upon 
forgery  and  theft  for  its  success.  It  can- 
not be  long  before  Congress  also  puts  its 
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condemnation  upon  this  evil  and  makes 
ticket  scalping  illegal  in  all  the  states  at 
once. 

The  courts  have  certainly  been  judicious 
in  the  matter.  It  is  evident  that  they  are 
too  wise  to  allow  any  flexible  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Constitution  to  warp  their 
better  judgmentconcerningabusiness  that 
is  so  apparently  a  violation  of  those  same 
basic  principles  upon  which  our  laws  are 
based.  Our  Constitution  was  never  in- 
tended to  protect  those  who  acquired  prop- 
erty in  a  business  that  in  itself  was  ille- 


gitimate and  prolific  of  fraudulent  results - 
We  trust  the  time  may  soon  come  when 
every  state  in  the  union  shall  array  itself 
against  this  class  who  thrive  upon  the 
traffic  that  is  carried  on  to  the  welfare  of 
which  they  in  no  way  contribute,  but  at- 
tach themselves  after  the  fashion  of  a 
leech  which  sucks  away  what  life  it  can, 
depriving  the  public  of  those  advantages 
that  would  be  theirs  if  scalpers  did  not 
keep  up  the  Incessant  drain  upon  its 
revenues. 


A  $CHEA\K  FOR 

The  United  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Employes  is  the  name  of  a  secret  organ- 
ization which  has  been  started  at  San 
Francisco  by  employes  of  the  Southern 
Pacific.  Members  of  the  Order  of  Tele- 
graphers are  thought  to  be  the  moving 
spirits.  The  avowed  purpose  of  the  new 
brotherhood  is  stated  to  be  to  band  to- 
gether all  the  railway  employes  of  the 
country  into  an  organization  similar  to 
the  American  Railway  Union,  which  went 
to  pieces  under  the  administration  of 
Eugene  V.  Debs.  A  year  or  two  ago  the 
Southern  Pacific  made  an  effort  to  estab- 
lish a  relief  and  pension  department,  but 
it  met  with  opposition  from  many  of  the 
employes,  and  a  desire  to  defeat  any  at- 
tempt that  may  be  made  to  revive  this 
department  is  given  as  one  of  the  objects 
of  the  new  union.  Officers  of  some  of  the 
older  organizations  haw  assured  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Southern  Pacific  that  they  do 
not  approve  the  plans  of  the  new  brother- 
hood and  that  they  will  lend  it  no  en- 
couragement.—Railway  Age. 

The  claim  that  fear  of  the  relief  depart- 
ment scheme  being  revived  is  the  object 
of  the  proposed  new  dispensation,  is 
simply  a  lame  effort  to  find  a  flimsy  ex- 
cuse for  the  existence  of  the  new  union 
without  disclosing  its  real  object.  The 
proposed  relief  scheme  was  withdrawn 
by  the  late  Mr.  C.  P.  Huntington,  then 
president  of  the  S.  P.,  because  of  the 
strong  opposition  of  the  employes,  which 
was  expressed  by  and  through  the  regular 
committees  of  the  old  organizations.  The 
same  opposition  would  be  aroused  and 
expressed  by  the  same  employes  in  the 
same  way  if  effort  to  revive  the  scheme 
should  be  made.  The  employes  are  un- 
alterably opposed  to  the  establishment  of 


AGGRANDIZEMENT. 

these  so-called  voluntary  relief  associa- 
tions. The  existence  of  the  U.  B.  R.  E. 
was  not  necessary  to  successful  opposi- 
tion then  and  is  no  more  necessary  now 
than  then. 

No!  No!  That  is  not  the  purpose  or 
object  of  the  U.  B.  R.  E.  The  real  object 
is  to  furnish  official  positions  for  one  or 
more  s4K -constituted  and  self -elected 
leaders  of  labor,  whose  efforts  to  secure 
such  office  in  the  old  organizations  have 
failed.  Not  being  able  to  reach  their  am- 
bitions in  the  organizations  already  estab- 
lished, they  now  propose  to  build  an 
organization  of  their  own  with  themselves 
as  the  central  figures  and  foundation. 
How  many  times  has  this  been  under- 
taken and  how  many  men  have  come  td 
grief  through  following  such  motives! 
The  end  has  been  the  same  in  every  case 
and  this  new  effort  will,  sooner  or  later, 
go  the  way  of  all  the  rest.  The  man  who 
proves  himself  ua/rue,  unfaithful  and 
disloyal  to  one  Order,  which  he  has  volun- 
tarily affiliated  with  and  obligated  him- 
self to  support,  as  have  those  most 
prominent  in  this  move,  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  be  loyal  or  true  to  any  other 
Order.  We  do  not  know  what  assurances 
may  have  been  given  to  the  officials  of 
the  S.  P.  by  local  officers  of  the  old 
organizations,  but  it  is  certain  that  no 
member  of  one  of  the  old  organizations, 
who  has  any  desire  to  be  loyal  to  his 
organization  or  to  serve  his  own  best  in- 
terests, will  lend  any  recognition  or  en- 
couragement to  this  new  move. 
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"Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  January  17  a  meeting  was  held  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organizing  a  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  the  Or- 
•der  of  Railway  Conductors  at  Danville,  111.  Mrs. 
Moore  from  Toledo  was  with  us.  The  day  was 
spent  in  organieing.  installing  officers  and  going 
through  with  the  various  workings  of  the  Order. 

Officers  installed  are  as  follows:  Pres..  Stella 
Vincent:  V.-Pres..  Stella  Dunnigan;  Sec.  and 
Treas..  Lallie  Sowasb:  Sen.  S..  Marie  McCollough: 
Jun.  S..  Birdie-  Bloss:  Guard.  Frances  Schaaf: 
Chairman  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  J.  Q.  Patterson:  Sub. 
Agent.  MaryMaroney;  Musician.  EttaHauss;  Del- 
egate. Stella  Vincent:  Alternate.  Mrs.  F.  M.  Kelso: 
Correspondent.  Minnie  D.  Austin. 

Many  and  applicable  names  were  suggested  for 
our  Auxiliary,  but  by  vote  of  majority  we  are 
Stella  Auxiliary  No.  153.  that  being  in  honor  of 
Pres.  Stella  Vincent  and  V.-Pres.  Stella  Dunni- 
gan. 

At  the  close  of  this,  our  first  meeting,  we  were 
Jill  very  tired,  but  felt  we  had  spent  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  day.  That  evening  a  banquet  was  ten- 
dered by  the  conductors  of  Division  127.  and  tbe 
success  of  it  in  every  detail  was  most  pronounced. 
Speeches  were  made  by  many,  our  Grand  Organ- 
izer and  ber  fine  views  being  very  much  admired 
by  all  present.  Owing  to  illness  In  family  your 
honored  scribe  was  unable  to  attend,  but  by  direc- 
-tioxtof  the  many  participating.  I  am  enabled  to  say 
the  banquet  was  highly  successful  in  every  par- 
ticular, and  with  two  of  our  Sisters  I  am  told  it  is 
an  event  never  to  be  forgotten.  These  two  Sif- 
ters went  without  escorts,  and  a  slight  flirtation 
was  tbe  result,  and  I  am  told  tuat  Sister  Bloss 
went  straight  home  and  dreamed  tbat  sbe  was  edi- 
tor in-chief  of  tbe  Morning  Herald,  tnd  S  ster  So- 
wash  imagined  herself  at  tbe  bead  of  tbe  police 
department.  Just  picture  to  yourself  Sister  So- 
wash  directing  the  police  force  of  the  city  of  De- 
catur, and  then  you  will  be  able  to  imagine  ber 
chagrin  at  awakening  to  find  it  untrue.  On  tbe 
evening  of  February  7th  tbe  Brothers  and  Sisters 
met  at  the  home  of  Brother  J.  Griswold  to  partici- 
pate in  a  birthday  social.  It  wasn't  anybody's 
birthday  end  yet  everybody  bad  to  put  up  tbe 
number  of  pennies  they  were  years  old.  Altogeth- 
er we  had  a  most  pleasant  and  profitable  t'me.  and 
all  Join  me  in  voting  Brother  and  Sister  Griswold 
many  thanks  for  their  kind  hospitality.  The  re- 


ceipts of  the  evening  were  very  good  and  help  to 
swell  our  treasury. 

Being  yet  in  our  infancy  we  have  no  noted  events 
to  chronicle,  but  in  our  next  we  shall  endeavor  to 
tell  you  something  of  the  ball,  which  we  antici- 
pate giving  in  tbe  near  future,  or  rather  that  which 
Division  127.  with  our  assistance,  will  give.  A  suc- 
cessful entertainment  is  expected,  as  success  is  a 
marked  characteristic  of  tbat  all-important  body. 
No.  74.  There  is  only  one  little  shadow  to  thus  far 
darken  tbe  career  of  Division  153  and  this  is  tbe  re- 
moval of  Brother  and  Sister  Nelson  -from  our 
midst.  Sister  Nelson  soon  leaves  us  for  her  home 
in  Nashville.  Tern..  Brother  Nelson  having  gone 
there  some  time  ago.  and  is  on  the  Illinois  Central 
railroad  between  Nashville.  Tenn..  and  Paducah. 
Ky.  I  think  in  the  departure  of  Sister  Nelson  we 
can  appreciate  more  fully  the  purpose  for  which 
we  are  barded  together,  and  f  pmethir^  of  the  im- 
portance of  our  solemn  obligation,  and  I  believe 
tbere  is  lots  of  room  for  reflection  on  this  subject, 
not  only  in  Auxiliary  153  but  in  all  steer  Auxiliar- 
ies. A  great  many  good  wishes  follow  these  de- 
parting ones,  and  we  console  ourselves  with  the 
thought  that  our  loss  is  some  one's  gain.  With 
kindest  wishes  from  our  flock  to  all  Brother  and 
Sisterhood.  Coxhkspondbmt. 

Danville.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Auxiliary  152  was  organized  December  13  and  14, 
1900.  with  the  following  cfficers:  President,  Mrs, 
J.  B.  McCrory;  Vice  Pres..  Mrs.  RJL.  Pieman;  S. 
and  T„  Mrs.  P.  H.  Norris:  S.  S..  Mrs.  G.  M.  Sback- 
leford:  J.  8..  Mrs.  W.  R.  Cargile:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs  R. 
L.  Price.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Christian  and  Mrs.  S.  Beasley: 
Guard.  Mrs.  C.  C.  Price:  Musician.  Mra.  R.L. 
Price:  Delegate,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Plemars:  Alternate. 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Market:  Correspondent.  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Thorp.  Organized  by  Mrs.  R.  F.  Phillips.  Grand 
Deputy  Organizer,  of  Jackson.ftTennesFee.  I  sin- 
cerely trust  we  have  a  number  of  earnest  workers 
as  Mrs.  Phillips  was.  who  won  numerous  friend* 
while  in  our  city  and  being  entertained  by  our  vice 
president.  Mrs.  R.  L.  Plemars. 

Dear  Sisters  and  friendrtlwe  are.?  as~ycu  see.  al- 
most last,  also  least  in  rour!'nembership.  I  pre- 
sume, and  being  so  ycung  in  tbe  cause  'of  the  good 
and  noble  work,  taken  up  for  our  new  year.  And 
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now  tbree  months  has  swiftly  passed  us  by,  and 
for  our  treasury  we  have  given  one  little  enter- 
tainment, a  Valentine  party  at  Mrs.  Beasley's— 
proceeds  and  interest  very  encouraging  to  new 
beginners,  as  everyone  seemed  to  have  a  most  de- 
lightful time.  Yet  we  have  the  same  complaint  to 
make  as  others,  all  our  members  do  not  attend  as 
regularly  as  we  would  like.  Although  a  number  of 
our  members  are  out  of  town,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  attend  all  meetings,  still  hoping  to  be 
the  faithful  few.  And  such  I  believe  is  the  inter- 
est thus  far  shown.  As  yet  we  have  taken  up  no 
special  line  of  work,  but  hope  to  begin  at  our  next 
meeting.  Our  attendance  for  last  meeting  was 
very  encouraging,  and  as  the  spring  approaches, 
with  all  the  beauty  and  loveliness  of  the  season, 
may  we.  too.  awaken  more  vim,  and  I  hope  that 
we  may  cultivate  the  purer  and  better  quality  of 
our  nature,  show  our  fraternal  charities  by  our 
deeds  of  generosity  and  forbearance. 
Tuscumbia.  Ala.  Mrs.      H.  Tharp. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Our  Auxiliary  (No.  43)  is  moving  on  nicely. 
Much  interest  is  being  manifested  in  regard  to  our 
convention.  Quite  a  number  are  going.  All  anti- 
cipate a  good  time.  We  have  had  several  new 
members  added  to  our  number  and  hope  to  have 
many  more.  We  have  commenced  our  teas  and 
hope  they  will  be  conducive  of  much  pleasure  and 
good  to  our  Auxiliary.  Hoping  to  meet  you  at  the 
convention.  M as.  Julia  A.  Harris. 

Atlanta.  Ga. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  is  progressing  nicely.  We 
had  several  additions  since  my  last  letter.  We 
had  a  coffee  and  short  program  in  our  hall  April 
10.  which  was  a  grand  success.  Brother  Frank 
Clin e  is  on  the  sick  list,  has  been  in  bed  the  last 
two  months. 

Our  delegate.  Sister  Patton.  has  been  our  Presi- 
dent the  last  two  years,  and  a  better  President 
could  not  be  found  anywhere.  If  she  is  as  good  a 
delegate  as  she  has  been  a  President  we  know  our 
Auxiliary  will  be  well  represented.  Sister  Wilson, 
although  a  new  member,  perfectly  understands 
her  office  as  President,  and  we  have  perfect  confi- 
dence that  she  will  prove  beneficial  to  our  Auxil- 
iary. She  understands  our  motto  and  practices  it. 
Sister  Harry  Lewis  is  filling  her  office  as  Vice- 
President  the  second  year.  Sister  J.  O.  West  is  our 
S.  and  T.  She  has  done  her  work  so  nicely  we  have 
given  her  the  office  the  second  year.  I  can  speak 
a  good  word  for  all  our  members  and  want  to  en- 
courage all  those  that  are  eligible  to  membership 
to  hasten  the  time  and  come  join  our  band.  As 
steam  the  mighty  engine  moves,  e'en  love  in  us 
the  power  proves.  While  faith  doth  but  the 
throttle  pull,  to  manifest  God's  love  is  full. 

Although  we  are  few  in  number.  Ottumwa  is  not 
a  very  large  city  compared  with  other  cities,  yet 
Iowa  is  centrally  located  and  we  would  like  to  have 
the  Grand  Convention  in  Ottumwa  in  the  near 
future.  We  are  anxiously  looking  forward  for  our 
Sister.  Mrs.  Anna  Dill,  of  Denison.  Texas,  to  re- 
turn to  Ottumwa.  Sisters  Dill  and  DuBois  worked 
hard  for  several  weeks  to  get  enough  members  to- 
gether to  organize  No.  14.  and  we  are  always  glad 


to  welcome  her  home,  but  sorry  to  learx&hat  she 
refused  to  accept  the  office  as  delegate  from  Aux- 
iliary 28  to  the  convention.  May  the  good  work  of 
the  L.  A.  and  O.  R.  C.  always  be  as  bright  as  the 
stars  in  heaven  and  their  good  deeds  as  bright  as 
the  sun.  Now  Sisters,  one  and  all,  to  other's  faults 
a  little  blind,  and  to  their  virtues  ever  kind. 
Ottumwa,  la.  Mary.  M.  DuBois. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Auxiliary  94  is  slowly  moving  along  on  account 
of  a  very  poor  attendance,  but.  Sisters,  if  you  will 
only  come  out  and  give  your  hearty  support  we 
will  have  an  Auxiliary  we  may  be  proud  of.  Sis- 
ters, don't  say  you  cannot  spare  an  afternoon.  We 
only  meet  every  two  weeks,  and  if  we  all  come  on 
time  we  could  get  through  soon,  and  you  certainly 
can  spare  an  hour  or  two.  It  is  very  poor  encour- 
agement for  our  new  President  to  come  and  find 
hardly  enough  to  fill  the  chairs,  and  each  time  the 
same  persons.  I  am  fully  aware  there  are  mem- 
bers who  cannot  come  at  present,  and  I  also  know 
a  great  many  who  could  attend  if  they  only  would. 
Now.  Sisters,  make  an  effort  and  see  if  we  cannot 
have  a  good  attendance  at  our  meetings.  At  our 
annual  election  the  following  officers  were  elected 
and  installed:  Pres..  Mrs.  M.  Ruhling;  P.  P..  Mrs. 
J.  Helterline:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  C.  Root:  S.  S..  Mrs. 
F.  Lytle:  J.  S..  Mrs.  J.  Harris:  Guard.  Mrs.  D. 
Scarry:  Ch'm.  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  J.  Griffin:  Sub.  Ins. 
Agt..  Mrs.  J.  Rainsford;  Correspondent  and  Musi- 
cian. Mrs.  W.  S.  Miller:  Delegate.  Mrs.  F.  Hoff- 
man: Alternate.  Mrs.  F.  Lytle.  I  hope  the  mem- 
bers of  Auxiliary  94  will  give  them  their  support 
during  their  term  of  office.  We  were  invited  by 
Sister  Gray  to  a  rag-bee  at  her  home  last  week. 
Those  who  went  had  a  very  pleasant  time,  and  at 
6  o'clock  all  sat  down  to  a  table  well  filled  with 
good  things,  which  we  all  enjoyed. 

Erie.  Pa.  Mrs.  W.  S.  Miller. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

No.  156,  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors,  was  organized  March  3. 1901.  The  or- 
ganizer. Mrs.  Olive  Noble,  of  Palestine  was  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Parker,  of  Denison.  Tex.  The  ritualistic 
work  was  exemplified  in  a  beautiful  manner  by 
the  Grand  Organizer  and  visiting  member  of  the 
Auxiliary.  The  officers  for  the  coming  year  are 
as  follows:  Pres..  Mis.  J.  E.  Turner:  V.-P..  Mrs. 
Carter:  J.  S..  Mrs.  Newman:  S.  S..  Mrs.  J.  C.  Pugh: 
S.  and  T..  Mrs.  F.  H.  Green:  Guard.  Mrs.  Brad- 
berry:  Musician,  Mrs.  Thomas:  Correspondent. 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Pugh.  Following  the  banquet  and  mu- 
sic, an  address  was  made  by  Brother  Proud.  The 
members  and  guests  returned  down  stairs,  where 
two  long  tables  were  covered  with  dainty  linen 
and  delicious  refreshments  to  enhance  the  effect 
Everyone  did  full  justice,  after  which  We  all  went 
home  happy. 

Our  new  Auxiliary  starts  off  with  bright  pros-- 
pects.  On  April  18  we  had  a  tea  at  the  home  of  our 
President,  which  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all.  We 
made  quite  a  neat  little  sum  for  our  trouble,  be- 
sides all  had  lots  of  fun.  I  like  -the  letter  of  our 
good  Sister  Noble,  of  Palestine,  in  the  April  Con- 
ductor. She  always  says  good  things  for  our  en- 
couragement. We  will  always  have  a  warm  spot 
in  our  hearts  for  her.   Had  it  not  been  for  her  ef- 
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forts,  we  would  never  have  had  an  Auxiliary  here. 
We  had  a  good  letter  from  the  Brothers  of  396,  tel- 
ling: as  that  they  appreciated  our  Auxiliary  and 
would  help  us,  if  we  conld  not  "make  it"  alone. 
(Now  ain't  they  good  to  us?)  Good  luck  and  best 
wishes  to  all  O.  R.  C.  and  L.  A.  Divisions. 
Long  View.  Tex.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Ptjgh. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  11  is  steadily  growing:  meeting  attend- 
ance is  large,  and  at  the  present  our  convention  is 
the  subject  of  interest  to  us.  Sister  Ryan,  who 
has  served  us  several  times  as  President,  has 
worthily  been  chosen  delegate.  Our  President. 
Sister  Newland.  assisted  by  Sisters  Linnens  and 
Blainey  entertained  us  by  a  birthday  party  to  as- 
sist in  raising  money  to  send  our  delegate  this 
year.  I  enclose  the  invitation,  as  some  other  Aux- 
iliary may  be  glad  to  get  the  form.  It  reads  thus: 

This  birthday  party  is  given  to  you.  'tis  some- 
thing novel,  'tis  something  new.  We  send  you 
each  a  little  sack,  please  either  send  or  bring  it 
back  with  as  many  cents  as  you  are  years  old— we 
promise  the  number  will  never  be  told.  Kind 
friends  will  give  you  something  to  eat.  and  others 
will  furnish  a  musical  treat.  The  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C. 
with  greeting  most  hearty,  feel  sure  you'll  attend 
yourown  birthday  party.  If  the  years  of  your  age 
you  care  not  to  tell,  a  dollar  in  silver  will  answer 
as  well. 

Of  course,  there  were  a  few  too  old  to  attend  this 
party,  and  a  few  who  enclosed  the  dollar.  When 
Sister  Newland  sends  out  invitations  we  know  a 
jolly  time  is  in  store  for  us  and  act  accordingly. 
We  enjoyed  several  musical  treats  as  well  as  some 
fine  recitations  from  little  Helen  Kaety.  who  shows 
great  talent  for  elocution.  While  we  tell  of  the 
pleasure  we  have  had  we  must  also  tell  how  our 
dear  Sister  Dumaw  has  been  prostrate  by  the 
death  of  her  husband,  who  was  killed  here  in  the 
city  by  the  cars.  Again,  we  have  bad  to  part  with 
Sister  Cooly.  who  has  moved  to  New  Franklin. 
Mo.— a  staunch  worker  and  our  S.  and  T.  of  only  a 
few  meetings.  Already  we  miss  her  willing  hands 
and  trust  she  will  have  occasion  to  return  to  St. 
Louis  again  ere  the  year  ends.  Sickness  has  kept 
ye  correspondent  from  the  meetings  since  Novem- 
ber last,  hence  the  silence.  But  Sister  Cory  again 
fills  the  Secretary's  chair,  and  the  good  work  goes 
on.  We  hope  to  meet  many  Sisters  from  other 
Auxiliaries  at  St.  Paul.  Mas.  V.  S.  Stone. 

St.  Louis.  Mo. 


BditorRailway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  24  has  duly  installed  its  officers,  and 
they  have  already  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel. 
We  thank  the  ladies  from  Auxiliary  9  for  their  as- 
sistance and  hope  that  they  will  come  again.  We 
all  feel  sorry  to  lose  Sister  Dushane.  who  has  trans- 
ferred to  Auxiliary  88.  but  our  loss  will  be  their 
gain.  We  miss  her  at  our  meetings,  as  our  Auxil- 
iary is  small,  but  we  are  growing  slowly.  Mrs.  D. 
E.  Gibson  was  taken  into  our  Auxiliary  at  the  last 
meeting,  and  we  have  two  more  candidates  ready. 
We  enjoyed  a  very  nice  lunch  after  the  meeting. 
Sister  Berry,  of  Auxiliary  9.  was  a  visitor  at  the 
last  meeting:  we  enjoyed  her  company  very  much 
and  trust  that  she  will  come  again.  Our  Auxiliary 


is  to  be  inspected  at  the  next  meeting  by  Sister 
Rinehart.  of  Auxiliary  9.  She  is  always  welcome, 
and  we  feel  proud  to  have  her  come.  Brother  Con- 
ley  lost  his  mother  this  week  by  death.  Sister 
Bennett's  son.  Joseph,  was  very  sick  with  rheuma- 
tism, but  is  getting  along  nicely  now.  We  all  feel 
very  thankful  to  Sister  Conley  for  the  beautiful 
shawl  she  donated  to  be  chanced  off  to  build  up 
our  treasury.  I  extend  an  invitation  to  all  Sisters 
to  visit  us.  Correspondent . 

Derry.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  the  first  meeting  in  January  Auxiliary  104  in- 
stalled the  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 
Pres..  Mrs.  L.  Clendenen.  (re-elected):  V.-P..  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Ferryman:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  A.  M.  Garner:  S. 
S„  Mrs.  H.  B.  Gates:  J.  S..  Mrs.  A.  M. "Barnes:  Guard. 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Meadimber:  Ch'm.  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Larimer:  Sub.  Ins.  Ag't.  Mrs.  L.  M.  Ferryman: 
Musician.  Mrs.  W.  T.  Crabbe.  We  also  elected 
Sister  Clendenen  as  delegate  to  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion: Sister  J.  A.  Larimer,  alternate. 

The  O.  R  C.  and  the  L.  A.  together  gave  a  ball 
February  18.  which  proved  very  successful  both 
socially  and  financially,  everyone  present  seem- 
ing to  have  an  enjoyable  time.  We  have  21  mem- 
bers enrolled;  of  these  only  ten  are  now  living  in 
the  city.  Sister  Johnson  recently  removed  to 
Riverside.  Cal..  and  Sister  Christopher  to  Port 
Huron.  Mich.  Both  being  faithful  members,  we 
miss  their  faces  at  our  bi-weekly  meetings.  Brother 
Harris  met  with  a  serious  accident  while  out  exer- 
cising his  horse  and  will  be  confined  to  his  home 
for  some  time.  Sister  Garner  and  also  Sister  Ott. 
of  Auxiliary  100.  are  both  on  the  sick  list.  We  have 
started  a  sewing  circle  and  before  long  expect  to 
have  aprons  and  sofa  cushions  for  sale. 

At  the  close  of  our  last  meeting  the  ladies  of  the 

B.  of  R.  T.  unexpectedly  dropped  in.  giving  us  a 
pleasant  surprise  of  oranges  and  bannanas,  which 
we  enjoyed  very  much.  We  certainly  shall  not 
object  to  their  coming  again.  Although  only  a  few 
in  number,  we  enjoy  our  meetings  and  look  for- 
ward to  them  with  pleasure. 

Streator.  111.  Mrs.  G.  B.  Sbitz. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

During  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  had  several 
outings  worthy  of  mention.  In  each  case  eating 
and  a  jolly  good  time  were  the  leading  features. 
We  are  increasing  our  membership  right  along. 
Our  Sisters  are  all  enjoying  good  health  and 
always  enjoy  a  good  time  whenever  opportunity 
is  given.  March  28  was  Brother  J.  M.  Sarvers 
birthday,  and  and  we  went  to  his  home  and  had  a 
very  pleasant  surprise,  and  to  say  he  was  sur- 
prised is  putting  it  mildly.  In  behalf  of  Auxiliary 
9  our  President.  Sister  Ody.  presented  Brother 
Sarver  with  a  very  beautiful  watch-fob  and  O.  R. 

C.  charm.  Brother  Sarver  responded  and  thanked 
Auxiliary  9  for  their  beautiful  gift.  Sarah,  our 
poetess,  was  there  with  her  little  piece  of  poetry, 
which  was  very  funny.  Music  was  one  of  the 
features  of  the  evening.  On  April  9  was  a  trip  to 
Irwin,  it  being  Brother  Philip  Moonly's  birthday. 
Sister  Rambo  had  a  time  to  get  him  away  from 
home  and  a  great  time  to  get  him  back.  He  wel- 
comed the  Brothers  and  Sisters  and  friends  to  his 
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borne  and  hopes  they  will  come  again.  In  behalf 
of  Auxiliary  9.  Sister  Ody  presented  Brother 
Moonly  with  a  beautiful  watch-fob  and  O.  R.  C. 
charm.  Brother  Moonly  responded  and  said  he 
could  not  find  words  to  express  himself,  but 
thanked  the  Auxiliary  for  their  beautiful  token  of 
remembrance.  Sarah  was  there  with  her  little 
piece  of  poetry  also,  which  was  very  good.  One 
of  the  features  of  the  evening  was  the  fortune- 
teller, which  was  Sarah.  If  any  of  the  Brothers  or 
Sisters  wish  to  get  any  information  on  fortunes, 
lust  ask  Brother  J.  C.  Naser;  he  has  not  been  able 
to  work  since  he  had  his  told.  Never  mind, 
Johnny,  you  will  know  better  the  next  time.  On 
our  April  11th  meeting  day  we  had  a  good  meet- 
ing. We  were  glad  to  have  Sister  C.  M.  Taylor,  of 
Greensburg.  with  us.  We  bad  two  McKees'  Rocks 
Sisters  with  us.  and  we  extend  our  welcome  to 
them  and  as  many  more  as  care  to  come 
when  opportunity  affords.  The  visiting  Sisters 
were  Sisters  Riley  and  Dunlap.  On  April  12 
we  had  a  surprise  party  on  Brother  Henry 
Paut.  it  being  his  birthday.  Brother  Faut  said 
it  was  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  have 
Auxiliary  9  and  O.  R.  C.  Brothers  eat  dinner 
with  him.  as  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever 
had  anything  of  the  kind  on  bis  birthday.  In 
behalf  of  Auxiliary  9.  Sister  Ody  presented 
Brother  Paut  with  a  beautiful  silk  watch- fob  and 
O.  R.  C.  charm.  Brother  Faut  responded  and 
thanked  the  Auxiliary  for  their  beautiful  gift. 
Sarah  was  there  with  her  poetry  also.  The  event 
of  the  afternoon  was  dancing.  Brother  Faut  and 
two  sons  furnished  the  music,  and  Brother  C.  L. 
Stevenson  was  prompter.  Wishing  prosperity  to 
all  O.  R.  C.  and  L.  A.  Divisions. 
Pittsburg.  Pa.  Mas.  Philip  Moonly. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Auxiliary  No.'  155  was  organized  March  7th  with 
twenty-eight  members.  Grand  Organizer  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Shaffer  of  Sunbury.  assisted  by  Mrs,  F.  Long 
and  some  visiting  members  from  Easton.  who 
filled  the  chairs  and  exemplified  the  ritual.  After 
the  morning  session  the  new  Auxiliary,  with  the 
visitors,  were  escorted  to  the  hotel  by  a  commit- 
tee of  Division  153,  O.  R.  C.  where  an  elaborate 
dinner  was  partaken  of.  The  address  of  welcome 
was  delivered  in  an  able  manner  by  W.  G.  Thomas. 
Excellent  music  was  rendered.  Following  the 
banquet  an  address  was  made  by  G.  A.  Hearn. 
and  was  responded  to  by  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaf- 
fer, Grand  Osganizer.  The  members  and  guests 
returned  to  the  lodge  room,  when  tbe  public  in- 
stallation of  the  following  officers  took  place:. 
Pres..  Mrs.  E.  E.Mumbowen  V.  P..  Mrs.  W.  J.  Zer- 
by:  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  F.  W.  Gowen  S.  S..  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Britsford:  J.  S..  Mrs.  W.  A.  Meyers:  Guard.  Mrs. 
Fred  Frundt:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Sassman.  Mrs.  Owen  Sheridan.  Mrs.  D.  T.  Pax- 
son;  Correspondent.  Hettie  K.  Powell:  Musician. 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Gulacher:  Ins.  Agent.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Mey- 
ers: Delegate.  Mrs.  E.  D.  Mumbower:  Alternate. 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Meyers. 

In  the  evening;  a  reception  was  tendered  the  new 
Auxiliary  and  visitors  at  the  residence  of  D.  T. 
Pax  son.  Tbe  evening  was  pleasantly  spent  in 
music  and  dancing.  Supper  was  served. 

At  our  first  regular  meeting,  held  March  21st.  we 


received  an  invitation  to  attend  the  installation  of 
G.  I.  A.  to  B.  L.  E.  on  April  10th.  The  invitation 
was  accepted.  The  invitation  was,  also  extended 
to  the  Auxiliary  to  the  Trainmen.  The  lodge 
room,  which  isliquite  large,  was  filled.  After  the 
installation,  coffee,  cake  and  cream  were  served. 
After  the  refreshments  were  served  the  ladies  had 
a  cake  walk  and  dancing  We  spent  a  very  pleas- 
ant afternoon,  and  April  10th.  1901.  will  be  remem- 
bered pleasantly  by  all  who  were  present. 
Mauch  Chunk.  Pa.  Hettie  K.  Powell. 

«a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  January  12  Auxiliary  No.  52  held  its  regular 
meeting.'  Installation  was  the  program  of  the  af- 
ternoon. The  following  officers  were  installed  by 
our  Sister.  Mrs.  Fred  Murset.  Past  President: 
Pres..  Mrs.  N.  Titsworth:  Vice-Pres..  Mrs.  G.  Aller- 
ton:  S.  S..  iMrs.  J.  Speidel:  J.  S„  Mrs.  H.  Dan- 
iels: Sec.  and  -  Treas..  Mrs.  Chas.  Carley: 
Guard.  Mrs.  Coughlin:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  C.  Doty. 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Luckey  and  Mrs.  Dewitt  Patterson; 
Representative  to  Grand  Lodge,  Mrs.  C.  Carley. 
After  installation  a  very  enjoyable  time  was  had 
at  Peters'  restaurant. 

On  April  3rd.  in  all  the  rain,  about  twenty  of  the 
ladies  of  the  Auxiliary  boarded  the  train  at  Port 
Jervis  for  Suffern.  We  were  invited  down  to 
spend  tbe  day  with  Sister  Bougbner.  The  rain 
came  down  in  torrents,  but  we  were  not  disheart- 
ened, for  we  knew  what  a  pleasant  time  was  in 
store  for  us.  We  were  not  mistaken  in  this  re- 
spect, either.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boughner  have  a  de- 
lightful home  and  entertained  us  royally.  We 
danced,  played  euchre  and  many  other  enjoyable 
games  and  did  jnstice  to  a  spread  of  good  things. 
Toward  evening  the  sky  had  cleared  and  we  en- 
joyed a  walk  through  the  village.  Saffern  can 
boast  of  many  pretty  residences.lwhich  are  nicely 
set  off  .iby.iterraces  and  the  surrounding  moun- 
tains. One  Who  Was  There. 

Port  Jervis.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  47  has  begun  its  work  for  the  year  with 
a  very  efficient  corps  of  officers.  Pres..  Mrs. 
O.  Conrad:  V.  P..  Mrs.  C.  Nolte;  S.  and  T..  Mrs.  W. 
Adams;  S.  S..  Mrs.  H.  Leonard;  J.  S..  Mrs.  G.  Mic- 
key; Guard.  Mrs.  C.  Snyder:  Ex.  Com..  Mrs. 
G.  I.  Wood.  Mrs.  R.  Hammill  and  Mrs.  E. 
Eastright:  Correspondent,  Irene  V.  Poffenberger: 
Sab.  Agt.  of  las..  Mrs.  G._  Mickey:  Musician.  Mrs. 
Annie  Eaders;  Delegate.  Mrs.  W.  Adams:  Alter- 
nate. Mrs.  R.  Hammill:  tbe  Link  Members  are: 
Charity.  Mrs.  L.  Wertz:  Trutb.  Mrs.  G.  Himes: 
Friendship.  Mrs.  R.  Nye:  Banner  Bearer,  Mrs.  E. 
Eastright. 

On  the  evening  of  February  1st.  the  seventh  an- 
niversary of  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  was  celebrated. 
It  was  an  old-fashioned  home -gathering  for  the 
conductors  and  families.  Many  of  the  Brothers 
were  unable  to  attend  on  account  of  their  duties  on 
the  railroad.  The  entertainment,  which  consisted 
of  music  and  recitations,  was  much  appreciated 
by  all  present,  after  which  refreshments  were 
served,  and  were  enjoyed  by  all  wbo  partook  of 
them.  Tbe  money  realized  from  the  chancing  off 
of  the  cake  was  quite  gratifying.   The  Division 
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appreciated  the  letter  sent  by  Brother  Wood,  Sec- 
retary of  143.  thanking  them  for  their  kind  invita- 
tion to  be  present  at  their  anniversary,  and  the 
hospitable  manner  in  which  they  were  treated. 
The  Auxiliary  has  decided  to  Rive  a  series  of  so- 
cials, the  proceeds  to  be  taken  for  the  piano  fnnd. 
The  first  one  was  held  at  the  home  of  Sister  Mic- 
key. She  was  assisted  by  Sisters  Gilliland.  Nolte 
and  Gramm.  Sandwiches,  coffee,  ice-cream  and 
cake  were  provided  by  these  fonr  Sisters,  at  their 
own  expense.  The  amount  realized  was  $4.60.  The 
second  was  Riven  by  Sisters  Stahler.  Wertz  and 
Cornelius,  at  the  home  of  Sister  Himes.  Chicken 
noodle  soup  and  a  variety  of  other  Rood  eatables 
composed  the  bill  of  fare.  The  receipts  of  the 
eveninR  were  $7.78.  On  Thursday  evening.  April 
11th.  at  the  home  of  our  President,  with  Sisters 
Nye.  Walters  and  Myers  as  helpers,  a  hot  biscuit 
supper  was  held,  which  was  another  success.  The 
biscuits  were  baked  by  Sister  Myers,  who  is  de- 
servlnRof  great  credit,  as  we  all  know  it  was  warm 
and  tiresome  work.  The  money  collected  at  this 
social  was  $5.55. 

We  hope  some  more  of  our  members  will  work 
as  nobly  and  energetically  as  these  Sisters  have 
at  their  socials.  They  are  certainly  deserving  of 
much  praise. 

Quite  a  number  of  our  Brothers  and  wives  are 
making  a  real  preparation  to  attend  the  conven- 
tion. About  twenty-five  of  our  Auxiliary  will  at- 
tend. Sister  Adams  will  go  as  our  Delegate.  No 
doubt  what  she  Rets  at  this  convention,  she  will 
Rive  back  to  our  Auxiliary  a  hundred- fold  upon 
her  return.  Onr  Auxiliary  has  never  been  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  it  now  is.  We  ex- 
pect to  add  to  onr  membership  next  month  four 
new  members.  We  are  Rlad  for  this  new  addition. 
We  know  these  ladies  will  be  a  Rreat  help  to  our 
Auxiliary.  We  hope  they  will  not  forget  the  day 
for  initiation.  They  need  not  feel  the  least  trepi- 
dation. Our  meetings  have  been  well  attended 
during  the  past  month  and  greatly  enjoyed.  While 
some  of  us  were  detained  at  home  on  account  of 
sickness,  the  writer  among  the  number,  yet  we 
were  not  forgotten  by  some  of  our  kind  Sisters, 
and  were  much  cheered  and  encouraged  by  their 
visits. 

Now  let  us  remember  our  Auxiliary  is  not  com- 
posed wholly  of  these  newly  elected  officers,  but 
we  as  members  have  placed  them  there,  and  it  is 
our  duty  to  encourage  them  and  work  with  them 
in  love  and  harmony,  for  the  advancement  and  im- 
provement of  our  Auxiliary.  Our  actions  toward 
them  will  speak  louder  than  our  words. 

May  this  year  brinR  to  all  Divisions  and  Auxili- 
ries  much  happiness,  and  may  there  be  no  limit 
to  their  success.        Irene  V.  Poffenbergbr. 

HarrisburR.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  correspondent  of  Auxiliary  139  for  the  year 
1900  has  written  to  you  of  the  installation  of  officers 
and  other  items  of  interest  pertaining  to  the  old 
year.  She  has  also,  in  an  acrostic.  Riven  her  idea 
of  what  our  president  should  be.  We  all  feel  that 
Sister  Sykes  is  just  that  kind  of  a  president.  "The 
ideal  president."  and  we  are  learning  to  love  her 
more  and  more  as  each  meeting  brings  us  into 
closer  and  better  acquaintance  with  her  earnest 


desire  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  Auxiliary 
in  all  thinRS.  We  have  had  some  very  enjoyable 
sessions  so  far  this  year,  and  the  attendance  has 
been  good  considering  the  stormy  weather  we 
have  had  to  contend  with.  After  one  of  our  reRU- 
lar  sessions  we  had  a  thinking  contest.  Sister 
Thompson  winning  the  prize.  At  another  were 
very  pleasantly  entertained  with  music  and  a  cake 
walk.  The  entertainment  committee,  which  was 
appointed  for  the  year,  have  also  Riven  us  two 
deliRhtful  socials.  On  March  14  we  were  enter- 
tained at  the  home  of  Sister  Clayton  and,  although 
the  weather  was  unusually  disagreeable,  supper 
was  served  to  over  forty  persons,  members  with 
their  families  and  friends.  Vocal  and  instrumental 
music  were  among  the  pleasures  enjoyed..  April 
4  we  spent  a  delightful  afternoon  and  evening  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Stiles.  There  was  a  Rood  at- 
tendance, music  again  being  a  feature  of  the  even- 
ing. Supper  at  each  place  was  very  elaborate  and 
served  in  a  manner  typical  of  the  Auxiliary.  We 
added  a  mite  to  our  treasury  in  each  case  and 
gave  pleasure  and  happiness  to  all  present.  We 
hope  to  have  the  privilege  of  attendinR  one  every 
month,  as  the  influence  of  these  pleasant  meetings 
can  only  result  in  good  to  all.  Much  credit  is  due 
the  entertainment  committee  for  arranging  these 
socials  in  such  a  harmonious  and  successful  man- 
ner. They  are  also  planning  a  May  ball  to  be 
given  May  2.  which  you  will  hear  about  in  my  next 
letter.  Let  each  one  of  us  not  only  remember,  but 
practice  the  truest,  noblest  rule  of  politeness,  that 
was  Riven  two  thousand  years  aRO  by  the  grandest 
gentleman  that  ever  lived.  "Whatsoever  ye  would 
that  others  should  do  unto  you.  do  ye  even  so  unto 
them."  Wishing  all  Auxiliaries  success  in  their 
efforts.  With  good  will  of  139.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Lanb. 
Milwaukee.  Wis. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  beginning  of  the  new  century  seems  to  have 
been  a  turning  point  in  the  prosperity  of  our  Aux- 
iliary. We  have  increased  in  membership  and  as 
it  grows  the  interest  in  the  work  rtows  with  it 
What  a  pleasure  to  go  to  meeting  and  find  twenty 
to  twenty-five  happy  Sisters  to  take  part  and  help 
make  the  meetings  a  success  Instead  of  scarcely 
enough  to  constitute  a  quorum.  We  feel  that 
much  of  this  success  is  due  our  president.  Sister 
Gilbreath.  who  thoroughly  understands  the  re- 
sponsibility of  her  position.  We  have  added  to 
our  list  the  following  new  members:  Sisters  Ad- 
kins.  Berry.  Cross.  Draa.  Duty.  Graves.  Johnson. 
LaBoyteaux.  Nelson.  Posey.  Teeple  and  Joslin. 
Two  of  our  most  energetic  members.  Sisters  Mc- 
Clintoc  and  Sliger.  have  been  confined  to  their 
homes  the  greater  part  of  the  winter  on  account  of 
ill  health.  A  vote  of  thanks  is  due  Sister  Houser. 
who  donated  a  gold  watch  to  be  raffled  for  the 
benefit  of  our  treasury.  Sister  LaBoyteaux  proved 
herself  champion  by  selling  GO  tickets.  The  sum 
realized  was  quite  an  addition  to  our  finances. 

On  April  19th  we  were  inspected  by  Sister  San- 
derson of  Auxiliary  2.  We  had  an  all  day  ses- 
sion, the  ladles  serving  lunch  in  the  dining  room. 
Sister  Sanderson's  instructions  to  us  during  the 
inspection  were  timely,  and  is  to  be  hoped  profit- 
able. Sister  Klingensmith  will  represent  us  at  the 
Grand  Division.  Mrs.  S.  A.  CoONBy. 

Indianapolis.  Ind. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Century  Division  No.  149  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  have 
elected  and  installed  the  following  officers:  Presi- 
dent. Mrs.  J.  G.  Anderson:  Vice-Pres..  Mrs.  F.  C. 
Letts:  S.  and  T„  Mrs.  J.  B.  Jeter:  S.  S.,  Mrs.  J.  Cun- 
nincham;  J.  S..  Mrs.  J.  Dorram:  Guard,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Bowlby;  Ex.  Com..  Mrs.  R.  Williams.  Mrs.  A.  W. 
McKeown  and  Mrs.  H.  Gilfoyle:  Correspondent, 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Mecomber;  Ins.  Agent  and  Musician. 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Weir.  On  account  of  some  of  the  offi- 
cers being  sick  and  not  able  to  attend  to  the  duties 
we  had  to  elect  some  over.  We  installed  three 
different  times,  hence  the  delay  in  not  sending  the 
officers'  names  before. 

Sister  Smith  is  about  to  move  to  New  York  state 
where  she  will  make  her  home  in  future.  Sister 
Hammond  is  also  going  to  leave  ns.  Before  break- 
ing up  some  of  the  Brothers  and  Sisters,  with  a 
few  friends,  gave  them  a  farewell  party,  which 
was  a  pleasant  surprise.  We  are  sorry  to  have 
these  Sisters  leave  us. 

On  March  13th  our  Auxiliary  was  inspected  by 
Sister  D.  H.  Heagy  of  Lincoln.  As  Sister  Heagy 
organized  our  Division,  we  were  more  than 
pleased  to  have  her  with  us  again,  and  wish  she 
could  come  often.  After  inspection  all  sat  down 
to  a  well  prepared  supper,  which  was  served  in  the 
lodge  room,  and  from  the  praise  we  heard  should 
Judge  all  enjoyed  it  very  much.  As  our  Division 
is  new  and  the  treasury  small  we  will  not  be  rep- 
resented at  the  Grand  Division  in  May. 

North  Platte.  Neb.       Mas.  S.  C.  Mecomber. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  Railway  Conductor  finds  a  welcome  in 
our  home  each  month,  and  how  quickly  the  pages 
are  scanned  to  see  what  the  Brothers  and  Sisters 
are  doing.  February  5th  we  held  our  annual  enter- 
tainment and  "hop."  which  was  a  success  both 
socially  and  financially.  Truly  the  boys  who  were 
so  unfortunate  as  to  be  out  that  night  missed  one 
good  time.  Feb.  21  was  our  secretary's  birthday, 
and  it  being  our  regular  meeting  day,  we  planned 
a  little  surprise  for  her.  After  our  regular  order 
of  business  the  doors  of  the  banquet  hall  were 
thrown  open.  The  Sisters  had  arranged  a  dainty 
lunch  in  her  honor  and  presented  her  with  a  hand- 
some collarette,  which  was  received  with  thanks. 
All  left  wishing  our  Sister  many  happy  returns. 

Brother  Lundrigan  has  been  appointed  Deputy 
Commissioner  of  Labor.  We  congratulate  Brother 
and  Sister  Lundrigan.  but  we  regret  losing  Brother 
Lundrigan  from  our  midst  for  he  was  always  ready 
and  willing  to  help  the  Auxiliary  in  whatever  they 
undertook.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  and  the  best 
wishes  of  Columbian  Division  go  with  him  in  his 
new  field  of  labor.  Sister  Lundrigan  will  be  with 
us  for  some  time  at  least  and  we  hope  sbe  may  re- 
main here  permanently,  for  we  have  none  to  lose 
from  the  Auxiliary,  and  surely  not  one  who  is  such 
a  help  to  us  as  sbe. 

I  enjoy  the  letters  of  P.  W.  Egan  from  Mead- 
ville.  Pa.  I  know  Brother  Egan  and  can  therefore 
congratulate  Division  32  in  their  selection  of  a  cor- 
respondent. I  like  the  way  he  speaks  of  the  L.  A. 
to  O.  R.  C.  and  only  wish  the  Brothers  of  Division 
2  would  take  advice  and  see  tbat  their  wives  be- 
came members  of  the  Auxiliary.  When  once  they 
become  members  they  will  remain  such  for  they 


will  then  know  the  pleasant  times  which  are  spent 
in  the  Auxiliary  room  and  the  good  we  can  do  for 
the  Order  if  we  have  the  help.  Our  lives  are  short 
so  let  us  endeavor  to  do  all  the  good  we  can  so  at 
the  end  of  life  we  can  look  back  and  feel  the  world 
has  been  better  for  our  having  lived  in  it 
Buffalo.  N.  Y.        Mrs.  Cathrine  Mattkson. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  there  has  been  nothing  in  the  Condudtor  for 
some  time  regarding  the  good  times  Auxiliary  M 
has  been  having,  I  will  let  the  others  know  we  are 
still  on  deck.  Surprises  were  the  fad  for  a  time. 
First,  we  met  at  the  hall  and  surprised  Brother 
Kinch  on  his  birthday,  presenting  him  with  a 
smoking  jacket.  Second,  we  went  in  a  body  and 
surprised  Brother  and  Sister  Shorb.  the  occasion 
being  their  crystal  wedding.  Progressive  whist 
was  the  amusement  of  the  evening.  At  a  late  hour, 
after  refreshments,  all  left  wishing  them  many  re- 
turns of  the  day. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  tbe  ladies  called  on  Sister 
Plumb,  Who  has  recently  moved  here  from  Den- 
ver, and  prevailed  upon  her  to  demit  from  Auxil- 
iary 107  and  join  them.  Delicious  refreshments 
were  served  during  the  afternoon,  and  although 
none  of  the  other  sex  were  present,  the  Sisters  de- 
cided it  a  perfect  afternoon. 

Following  this,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of 
March,  we  gave  a  reception  at  tbe  home  of  Sister 
Hartell  to  four  visiting  Sisters.  They  were  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Crabbe  of  Grand  Rapids.  Mich..  Mrs.  Theo. 
Johnson  of  Denver.  Mrs.  M.  Plumb  of  Denver  and 
Mrs.  Ham  of  Bloomisgton.  111.  The  bouse  was 
beautifully  decorated  in  tbe  Order  colors.  Cards 
and  games  were  indulged  in.  Miss  Ethel  Plumb 
capturing  first  prize.  After  cards,  ice  cream  and 
cake  were  served.  Although  Sister  Kartell's  home 
is  quite  extensive,  it  was  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  As  usual,  when  at  Sister  H  arte  11 's  we 
had  such  a  glorious  time  we  did  not  observe  tbe 
hour,  and  many  of  the  Brothers  can  tell  how  they 
side-tracked  and  watched  the  Sisters  hit  the  cinder 
path  to  catch  the  owl.       One  of  the  Angels. 

Los  Angeles.  Calif. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  to  report  at  this  cheering  springtime  new- 
ness of  life  all  around  us.  as  the  tiny  blade  is  look- 
ing up  to  tbe  light  and  the  singing  bird  is  warb- 
ling its  sweet  note  of  praise.  We,  too.  must  natur- 
ally partake  of  the  inspiration  to  rise  on  the  wings 
of  faith  and  in  good  works  proclaim  there  is  no 
failure.  And  I  believe  our  Order  is  doing  good 
work:  although  there  are  pessimists  tbe  world  over 
yet  the  sun  still  rises,  so  does  tbe  Order,  to  great- 
er numbers  and  a  higher  plane.  The  letters  from 
the  L.  A.'s  and  O.  R.  C.'s  have  risen  to  a  higher 
plane  of  thought,  therefore  expression,  which 
becomes  more  interesting,  each  catching  the  spir- 
it of  new-born  hope,  one  from  the  other,  thus  add- 
ing more  luster  and  significance  to  our  motto.  A 
careful  perusal  of  our  favorite  Conductor  should 
convince  tbe  most  skeptical. 

Our  March  meeting  afforded  us  much  pleasure 
and  profit.  It  was  gratifying  to  have  our  Sec.  and 
Treas..  Sister  Conant.  with  us  again,  after  a  long 
and  painful  illness.  We  balloted  on  a  candidate 
and  also  took  up  other  needful  work,  and  were  re- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQKl 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


427 


1  with  a  hot  oyster  stew  and  accompani- 
in  our  banquet  hall.  April  2nd  came  again 
nlar  meeting,  made  still  more  famous  and 
tine  by  the  presence  of  Sister  Edgerly 
art  land,  who  was  commissioned  our  inspec- 
le  claimed  she  saw  very  little  to  criticise 
eork— a  happy  disappointment  to  us.  who 
'  went  about  it.  We  found  her  a  great  help. 
:r.  on  many  a  point,  and  a  Sister  whom  any 
n  would  wish  to  meet.  Two  candidates 
sters  Moore  and  Jones)  entered  our  circle 
he  link  work.  The  officers  are  Charity. 
3ackett;  Truth.  Sister  Giles:  Friendship. 
Joss;  and  Banner  Bearer.  Sister  Flanders, 
ssion  was  exceptionally  enjoyable,  as  twen- 
answered  the  dinner  bell.  We  afterward 
d  unfinished  business, 
irothers  gave  us  a  treat  in  a  musical  enter- 
al not  long  since.  Jt  was  first  rate.  We  are 
:  for  more.  By  some  oversight  I  gave  in 
report  Auxiliary  49  instead  of  59,  Boston, 
The  type  was  responsible  for  some  minor 
We  are  at  present  anticipating  a  visit 
e  Mascotts,  hoping  to  greet  them  at  our 
•eting.  Ere  we  receive  our  next  issue  of 
inductor  our  delegates  will  be  journey- 
h  an  eye  for  St.  Paul,  where  we  do  not 
ley  will  absorb  some  things  rich  and  rare 
rt  to  us  unfortunate  stay-at-homes. 
>rd.  N.  H.  Mbs.  L.  C.  Flanders. 

Railway  Conductor: 

iary  48  is  rejoicing  oyer  the  fact  that  she  is 
:  step  to  the  music  of  progress  and  keep- 
with  the  times.  We  are  very  much  elated 
r  prospects  to  build  up  our  Auxiliary.  In 
o  we  not  only  help  ourselves,  but  the  in- 
•n  goes  to  others,  and  in  doing  so  we  build 
rrand  Order  which  gives  all  the  power  and 
a.  The  instinct  of  love  and  power  bands 
ly  together  and  makes  us  one  big  family 
hers  and  Sisters.  We  have  four  candidates 
next  meeting.  Sisters,  we  welcome  you 
'  little  band— we  need  you.  We  hope  that 
will  soon  follow.  Keep  the  good  work 
.  A  good  Brother  of  Division  148  told  me' 
sir  membership  was  increasing  by  several 
tions  sent  in.  We  are  looking  forward 
light  to  the  time  when  we  will  have  the 
rama  in  three  acts  which  has  never  before 
it  on  a  Chattanooga  stage  or  before  her 
its.  The  cast  of  characters  are  from  a 
country.  The  play  is  called  "Oh.  Why?" 
expecting  a  large  attendance.  The  moral 
>d  one  that  the  play  presents  to  the  audi- 
t  will  no  doubt  be  the  greatest  event  in 
looga  that  has  happened  in  years,  and  the 
mows  the  plucky  city's  famous  achieve- 
a  the  past  and  her  present  historic  record 
never  die.  We.  as  Chattanooga  Sisters, 
ason  to  be  proud  of  the  results,  for  we 
e  best  city  in  the  land  for  its  size.  Her 
are  always  hospitable  to  strangers:  we 
>  doors  or  keys:  we  throw  the  keys  away 
e  the  doors  off  the  hinges  and  extend  a 
band-shake  to  all  that  come  our  way.  We 
ecting  a  great  time  here  during  our  May 
[.  I  will  tell  you  something  in  my  next 
tout  it. 


Sisters,  let  us  be  tolerant— be  just  and  noble, 
when  we  listen  to  the  dictates  of  the  higher  self. 
The  vast  family  of  human  existence  is  our  posses- 
sion and  every  noble  thought  and  life  is  vibrating 
in  us.  We  hear  the  teacher  of  Galilee  say: 
"Neither  do  I  condemn  thee,  go  and  sin  no  more." 
Let  us  walk  in  ways  of  usefulness,  spreading  by 
word  and  thought  the  light  of  love  and  truth,  and 
selfishness  will  be  transformed  and  errors  fade  as 
the  shadows  disappear  before  the  morning  sun. 
Oh.  let  us  keep  a  kindly  thought  forever  on  the 
way.  for  mighty  deeds  are  often  wrought  by 
thinking  love  all  day.  and  furthermore,  they  can't 
be  lost,  they  will  return  again. 

Chattanooga.  Tenn.       Mrs.  Louise  Oliver. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

According  to  the  old  adage.  "  'Tis  an  ill  wind  that 
blows  no  one  good."  "Romance."  the  efficient 
quill  pusher  for  our  better  half— 262— claims  that 
my  last  letter  caused  him  to  ransack  the  garret 
for  his  old  type  writer,  with  the  result  that  they 
had  a  letter  in  last  journal.  He  needed  a  gentle 
reminder!  We  have  not  been  idle  since  last  writ- 
ing. First,  we  had  our  experience  social.  Each 
of  us  earned  a  dollar  by  our  own  selves,  and  told 
in  rhyme  at  the  social  how  we  bad  earned  it.  We 
"sbo  bad  fun.  We  bad  a  nice  musical  programme 
and  indulged  in  a  few  games.  Sister  Guilfoyle  of 
Temple  was  with  us.  which  added  much  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all.  Then  we  had  a  most  enjoyable 
gathering  at  Sister  Douean's.  a  few  days  later,  in 
Conor  of  Sister  Gnilfoyle.  We  served  lunch  and 
bad  a  jolly  time  all  around.  Brother  Gleen  hon- 
ored us  with  his  presence  and  was  pronounced  a 
brave  man  (being  the  only  one  there).  We  bad  a 
"candy  snatching"  at  Sister  Woods',  also  a  social 

f fathering  at  Sister  Davis',  both  in  honor  of  the 
alter,  who  left  us  Sunday  to  reside  at  Houston. 
We  regret  very  much  to  give  ber  up,  and  our  loss 
is  certainly  your  gain.  Sister  Shearer.  Treat  her 
nicely.  And  last  out  not  least,  we  bad  our  straw- 
berry festival  (who  has  not  had  one).  However, 
it  was  the  money  and  not  the  fun  we  were  after, 
and  our  fondest  hopes  were  realized  for  we  were 
"financially  hope  up  nigh  on  to  forty  dollars  worth" 
as  the  result.  Most  of  our  members  are  excellent 
workers,  ready  at  all  times  to  do  their  duty  and 
even  more,  but  we  have  a  few  who  are  not  quite 
so  willing  or  ever  ready— I  dare  not  say  drones,  al- 
though no  hive  is  complete  without  them.  Let 
each  of  you,  dear  Sisters,  wbo  happen  to  glance 
over  this  for  curiosity,  don't  stop  and  criticise  me 
for  mentioning  "drone."  but  ask  your  innermost 
self,  have  I  done  my  duty  toward  Sister  President? 
Have  I  belped  as  I  should  when  she  is  so  patient, 
never-tiring  with  us?  What  does  she  get  for  it? 
Absolutely  nothing— nothing,  if  not  our  love  and 
loyal  service.  She  is  at  the  post  of  duty  rain  or 
shine:  am  I  at  mine?  Failing  to  be.  those  solemn 
obligations  are  broken  and  we  become  the 
"drones."  It  is  not  her  lodge,  my  lodge,  or  your 
lodge— it  is  our  lodge  or  Auxiliary  as  you  wish  it 
and  when  we  go  sauntering  around  at  any  meet- 
ing, social  or  financial,  witn  our  feelings  on  a  chip 
watching  for  some  good,  thoughtless  Sister  to  look 
cross-eyed  at  us  so  that  we  may  throw  up  the  job 
and  holler,  she  hurt  my  feelings:  glad  she  did.  was 
looking  for  an  excuse  anyway-had  a  more  import- 
ant date,  didn't  want  to  help  with  the  old  thing 
nohow— all  right.  Someone  has  to  help  and  how 
about  that  sisterly  love?  Such  being  the  case, 
'twould  take  one  half  to  keep  the  other  half  in  a 
good  humor,  so  let's  guard  against  such  by  all 
means.  You  know  an  ounce  of  preventive  is  better 
than  a  pound  of  cure,  and  say.  did  you  ever  hear  a 
man  say,  he  or  she  hurt  my  feelings?  I  never  did. 
and  I'll  bet  they  haven't  feelings  like  women  or 
else  thev  are  better  protected.  Well,  the  con- 
clusion is  simply  curious.  Woman,  tbou  art  curi- 
ous! Who  won't  agree  to  that? 

Sister  Bowen  has  a  young  conductor  at  her 
house,  and  poor  little  Sister  Hughes  had  to  give 
up  her  younger  son  age  three  and  one-half  years. 
Our  deepest  sympathies  are  certainly  with  her. 
Look  out  for  our  delegate— three  cheers  for  the 
delegate  from  Lone  Star,  1371  Sister  Mac. 
Cleburne.  Tex. 


No  communication  will  be  used  unless  the  name  of  the  author  is  furnished  us. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

It  seems  we  are  bound  to  meet  wbat  fate  has  in 
store  for  us.  be  it  good  or  evil.  Every  person 
seems  to  have  their  troubles— some  more  than 
others.  Our  troubles,  as  labor  organizations,  are 
really  just  beginning,  as  we  have  now  reached 
that  age.  and  there  is  work  for  every  one.  I  notice 
in  the  Fraternal  columns  that  many  of  the  Broth- 
ers are  not  satisfied  with  seniority,  and  I  don't 
blame  them  for  being  aroused  on  this  problem. 
I  can't  voice  the  sentiments  of  our  membership 
on  this  question,  consequently  will  use  the  personal 
pronoun  "I"  and  speak  plainly,  in  accordance  with 
the  way  I  see  things  concerning  this  question.  In 
the  first  place  I  will  say  as  I  have  said  before,  that 
there  should  be  no  labor  organizations  in  exist- 
ence, but  existing  circumstances  compel  the 
laboring  classes  to  organize  for  their  benefit,  and 
our  country  should  be  ashamed  of  this  fact.  The 
cause  for  organization  and  shame  needs  no  ex- 
planation. I  have  been  an  ardent  and  strict 
Brotherhood  man  for  years,  and  will  never  speak 
disparagingly  of-  one  of  the  organizations  or  one 
of  their  members,  but  will  tell  the  truth  as  I  see 
and  hear  it  in  every  case.  I  desire  to  state,  with 
all  respect  and  admiration  for  the  organizations, 
that  my  honest  belief,  from  a  close  observation  of 
things  is.  that  the  organizations  and  seniority  are 
harboring  and  protecting  a  great  number  of 
worthless  men  (and  I  may  be  considered  one  of 
them)  who  serve  the  company  just  like  some  men 
serve  the  Lord.  They  only  do  their  duty  when 
forced  to  do  so  by  circumstances,  or  do  just 
enough  to  hold  their  place  in  the  church— for 
what?  Some  men  in  the  railroad  service  just  per- 
form enouKb  of  their  duty  to  hold  their  place  in 
the  service  of  the  company,  and  who  is  largely 
responsible?  That  is  easily  answered.  Railroad 
officials  should  soon  see  what  seniority  is  bringing 
the  service  to.  and  the  Brotherhood  is  the  loser, 
as  well  as  the  company.  The  company  would 
receive  better  service  and  the  Orders  would  also 
be  benefited  by  the  abolition  of  seniority.  Pro- 
mote men  upon  their  merits,  then  men  will  strive 
to  excel,  so  it  is  not  necessary  to  explain  just  when 
and  how  all  parties  concerned  will  profit.  I  may 
be  wrong  in  my  views,  and  if  I  am  I  am  willing  to 
be  convinced,  if  some  one  can  produce  statements 
showing  me  just  where  I  am  wrong.  I  have  heard 
men  threaten,  and  saw  them  disobey,  simply  be- 
cause they  hold  membership  in  an  organization 
whose  laws  and  objects  they  have  misconstrued  to 


mean  protection  for  disobedience,  and  almost  any- 
thing else,  other  than  the  right  thing.  Order  and 
discipline  must  reign  among  men  everywhere,  in 
all  branches  of  business,  and  further  laws  have 
been  badly  bent  in  order  to  protect  men  who. 
were  it  not  for  seniority,  would  not  be  in  the  busi- 
ness of  railroading.  I  have  overheard  conversa- 
tions in  which  men  have  said  that  they  didn't  care 
a  curse  whether  they  were  worthless  or  not.  as 
seniority  would  put  them  to  their  place  when  the 
time  came  for  the  extremely  light  examination 
for  promotion. 

Then  the  companies  never  practice  what  they 
profess  to  teach  us  in  their  seniority  lessons  or 
rules.  Under  this  plan,  influence  should  play  no 
part,  but  in  some  parts  of  the  service  all  men  get 
their  positions  through  influence,  and  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  business  takes  a  back  seat 
Now.  then,  the  question  arises,  would  the  abolition 
of  seniority  make  these  conditions  better  or  worse? 
Could  it  be  any  worse  under  the  merit  rule?  I  will 
not  take  up  the  time  or  room  to  discuss  this  point 
at  this  time,  but  I  believe  it  would  have  a  tendency 
to  relieve  all  organizations  and  companies  con- 
cerned of  a  great  many  actions  perpetrated 
through  a  disposition  to  be  hotheaded,  which  so 
often  crops  out  on  all  sides.  To  some  this  may 
seem  rather  plain  talk,  but  I  say  it  with  malice 
toward  none  and  favor  for  no  one.  but  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  as  I  am  sure  I  have  spoken  the 
truth.  A  man  should  never  become  offended  when 
requested  to  do  his  duty,  and  especially  where  there 
is  the  least  encouragement  for  a  man  to  strictly 
perform  all  the  duties  connected  with  his  position. 
Endeavor  to  give  to  the  employer  all  that  belongs 
to  him.  or  at  least  three-fourths  of  it.  if  you  can't 
see  your  way  clear  to  do  any  better  for  blm.  While 
we  must  all  confess  that  by  and  through  the  rail- 
road Orders  the  companies  are  getting  better 
service  than  in  former  days,  we  must  also  confess 
that  seniority  is  not  the  proper  plan  for  promotion. 
So  many  things  approach  us  with  velvety  plans, 
and  within  which  the  danger  or  weapon  of  injury 
is  lurking,  why  should  we  not  be  aroused  to  fits  of 
caution  and  interest  in  all  these  questions  which 
daily  confront  us?  So.  very  often  when  we  think 
we  are  doing  just  right,  the  very  and  only  thing  to 
be  done  for  the  best,  the  claws  appear  from  within 
the  velvety  paw  and  the  injury  is  done.  But  under 
all  circumstances  we  must  meet  fate  and  knotty 
questions  boldly  and  bravely. 

The  bill  which  the  labor  organizations  of  our 
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state  had  put  before  the  state  legislature,  known 
as  House  Bill  No.  32,  was  amended  out  of  shape 
and  then  defeated  in  committee.  The  bill  was  as 
follows:  "That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  the 
act  all  employes  in  civil  action  against  any  person, 
firm,  company  or  corporation  shall  have  all  the 
rights  in  said  action  as  persons  not  so  employed." 
The  bill  is  composed  of  a  very  few  words,  but 
reaches  ont  a  great  way.  in  fact  it  reached  out  too 
far  and  in  too  many  ways  to  suit  some  people,  and 
House  Bill  No.  189.  known  as  the  Henderson  Bill, 
fell  in  committee  also  with  a  dull  thud.  Brother 
J.  N.  Weiler.  of  legislative  fame,  was  looking  after 
legislation  as  chief  lobbyist  for  the  Orders  in  the 
•state,  but  his  health  failed  him  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment and  The  Employes'  Bill  fell.  We  hope  for 
the  speedy  recovery  of  the  Hon.  J.  N.  W.  Hon.  B. 
B.  Hardenberg.  Auditor  General-elect  of  our  state, 
is  a  member  of  our  state  senate,  and  is  at  present 
a  very  busy  man.  but  is  always  glad  to  meet  the 
railroad  boys  at  any  time.  Brothers,  if  Brother  H. 
has  been  shoved  up  a  round  higher  on  the  political 
ladder,  his  hat  is  the  same  size  and  be  will  always 
extend  the  glad  hand  of  good  feeling  and  Broth- 
erly love  to  all.  and  especially  to  the  railroad 
boys,  as  he  is  one  of  us.  He  is  climbing  the  ladder, 
round  by  round,  doing  good  work  at  every  point, 
thereby  assuring  for  himself  a  firm  grasp  upon 
the  next  higher  round,  which  he  is  bound  to  reach 
upon  merit. 

Division  143  is  still  taking  conductors  into  the 
fold,  who,  after  admission,  seem  to  be  pleased 
with  the  trial  trip  and  the  work  generally.  Hoping 
all  Brothers  may  get  the  best  of  this  world. 

Harrisburg.  Pa.  Mox. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Business  on  the  Chicago  &  Erie  is  on  the  de- 
crease at  present.  In  looking  back  over  the  past 
decade  I  can  see  many  changes  that  have  occurred 
in  the  railroad  business.  It  seems  as  though  light- 
ning changes  are  of  common  occurrence  with  the 
men.  '  Railroad  companies  are  becoming  amalga- 
mated, and  through  the  concentration  of  interests 
men  are  being  let  out  of  their  positions,  and  the 
duties  performed  by  them  are  placed  in  other 
hands.  Brother  V.  D.  Singer  about  ten  years  ago 
held  a  position  on  the  C.  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  between 
Delaware  and  Cincinnati,  as  conductor.  Pat 
Woods  was  his  flagman.  A  passenger  train  ran 
into  their  train  from  the  rear,  causing  their  dis- 
charge. They  came  to  the  Erie.  Brother  Singer 
went  braking,  and  in  time  was  promoted  to  con- 
ductor. Mr.  Woods  went  firing  and  in  time  was 
promoted  to  engineer.  On  March  22  train  No.  78 
was  in  charge  of  Brother  Singer  and  Mr.  Woods. 
At  Levings.  Ind.,  train  No.  78  went  down  the  main 
track  against  train  No.  13.  the  Wells  Fargo  Ex- 
press. Brother  Singer  turned  the  air  from  the 
rear  end  of  train  and  stopped  just  over  the  east 
end  of  the  passing  track  switch.  No  flag.  Train 
No.  13  came  around  the  curve  and  you  know  the 
rest.  Brother  Wilcox  and  Engineer  Wilber  were 
in  charge  of  train  No.  13.  Brother  Wilcox  turned 
handsprings  over  the  seats  and  Mr.  Wilber  jumped 
from  his  engine  and  broke  his  arm!  On  April  8 
Brother  Singer  and  Mr.  Woods  were  discharged 
for  the  accident.  Brother  E.  M.  King  is  laying  off 
on  account  of  a  very  painful  accident  that  hap- 


pened to  his  little  son  Arthur  by  a  hook  and  ladder 
wagon  running  over  him,  which  weighs  two  tons. 

Booze  fighters  are  fast  losing  their  places  on  the 
Chicago  &  Erie.  The  booze  fighter  thinks  the  man 
that  tries  to  keep  him  from  getting  the  devil  in 
him  through  the  neck  of  a  whiskey  bottle  or  glid- 
ing under  the  slippery,  frothy,  deceptive  foam  of 
a  beer  glass,  which  destroys  a  man's  love  and  re- 
spect for  his  family  by  sucking  his  bank  account 
(if  he  has  any)  and  bleeding  his  home  from  the 
necessaries  of  life,  is  his  enemy:  but  no,  he  is 
your  friend,  and  the  man  that  plays  the  friend  and 
says,  come  Prank,  let's  take  another  drink,  is  your 
enemy.  Brother  Never  Clear,  in  March  Conduc- 
tor, you  are  (now  swell  up)  entitled  to  see  the  big 
show  for  $15.00.  If  this  will  be  of  any  help,  please 
accept  our  sympathy.  Brother  LaFayette.  (March 
Conductor.)  your  letter  is  o.  k..  and  Brother  C. 
M.  W..  hope  your  ideas  of  insurance  for  the  old 
conductor  will  be  approved  and  adopted  at  St. 
Paul.  We  are  again  glad  to  call  T.  E.  Day  our 
Brother,  as  be  took  the  obligation  April  14.  We 
have  the  promise  of  seven  or  eight  more  that  want 
to  ride  in  the  chariot.  G.  B.  M.  Sewell. 

Huntington.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Miami  Division  320  is  moving  along  nicely  and 
still  taking  in  members.  We  have  only  a  few 
more  who  are  not  in  our  fold.  That  Division  320 
is  alive  for  the  welfare  of  the  Order  has  been 
shown  by  the  active  interest  it  has  taken  in  secur- 
ing the  appointment  of  Brother  Morris  to  railroad 
commissioner.  A  committee  called  upon  Hon. 
Rob  Nevins.  before  our  last  spring  election  and 
secured  his  promise  to  use  his  influence  with  Gov. 
Nash,  which  he  said  he  would  do,  as  the  Hon.  Rob- 
ert Nevins  was  running  for  Congress.  He  solici- 
ted tiie  railway  orders'  support,  and  it  was  given 
to  him.  and  he  was  elected  by  the  railway  orders 
by  a  handsome  majority.  This  shows  that  when 
the  B.  L.  E..  B.  L.  P..  B.  R.  T.  and  O.  R.  C.  take  a 
hand  in  politics  in  Dayton,  it  counts,  and  that  here- 
after we  will  be  in  it.  They  will  come  to  us  in- 
stead of  us  to  them. 

On  April  15th  a  committee  headed  by  Hon.  Rob 
Nevins.  congressman-elect,  consisting  of  Brothers 
Boyer,  Cline  and  Pease,  and  Joe  Dando  of  B.  L.E., 
Walker  of  B.  L.  F..  McJemker  of  B.  R.  T..  Broth- 
ers Devaney.  Thrall,  Fishbaugh  and  Peff er  of  Di- 
vision 326.  called  upon  Gov.  Nash  to  extend  our 
thanks  for  the  appointment  of  Brother  Morris. 
Governor  Nash  was  pleased  to  see  such  a  repre- 
sentation of  railroadmen,  and  that  he  thought  he 
made  a  wise  selection  in  Brother  Morris. 

Dayton.  O.  Miami. 
.  4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  281  is  getting  very  close  to  the  century 
mark  in  membership  and  still  on  the  increase,  as 
we  have  a  few  applications  to  work  on  and  more  in 
sight.  We  generally  have  a  fair  attendance,  but 
not  nearly  so  many  as  we  should  have  with  the 
number  of  members  we  have.  On  election  days 
or  when  there  is  an  "ax  to  grind"  is  the  time  we 
see  the  greatest  number  of  Brothers.  Brothers 
Ashbaugh.  Hunt  and  Weber  have  been  on  the  sick 
list  for  some  ti  m  e  .but  are  now  getting  around  again. 
Business  is  good  on  the  B.  &  O.  out  of  Pittsburg, 
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and  from  the  excuses  offered  for  non-attendance, 
they  must  be  on  the  road  most  of  their  time.  On 
February  4  P.  T.  Ellery.  our  local  chairman,  was 
appointed  trainmaster  of  the  first  and  second  dis- 
tricts. While  we  lose  a  regular  attendant  at  Divi- 
sion meetings  and  a  good  chairman,  the  B.  &  O.  get 
what  the  Brothers  believe  to  be  an  A  No.  1  train- 
master. It's  strictly  business  with  Phil,  either  as 
an  official  or  an  employe.  Have  seen  a  few  of  the 
Brothers  who  are  trying  to  launch  a  boom  for 
Pittsburg  to  have  the  next  Grand  Division.  If 
promises  given  at  Detroit  go  for  anything  Salt 
Lake  will  be  in  the  running  this  year,  for  it  kept 
Brothers  Goss  and  Conditt  both  doing  their  nicest 
to  keep  things  in  line  for  St.  Paul.  That  Salt  Lake 
Brother  was  a  hastier,  and  he  promised  them  all  a 
run  for  their  money  in  St.  Paul.  Well.  Brothers.  I 
hope  to  see  you  in  St.  Paul  in  May.  B.  &  O. 

Pittsburg.  Pa. . 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  are  a  small  Division  with  a  large  number. 
<303),  situated  in  the  pocket  of  the  state  of  Indiana, 
not  on  the  "banks  of  the  Wabash."  but  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio.  A  very  lengthy  session  was  held  this 
morning  as  much  business  was  piled  up  since  last 
meeting  for  consideration.  Among  the  papers 
was  a  petition  for  membership,  together  with  the 
prescribed  fee.  and  two  more  blanks  were  taken 
out  to  supply  the  demand  for  that  kind  of  litera- 
ture. Division  303  boasts  a  little,  or  rather  con- 
gratulates itself,  on  being  clear  of  any  grievances 
or  financial  obligations  of  any  character,  and  has  a 
cash  balance  exhibit  in  the  treasurer's  report  that 
is  gratifying  to  the  whole  Division  and  perhaps  is 
not  excelled  in  larger  Divisions.  We  respectfully 
invite  any  Brother  who  may  chance  to  be  in  New 
Albany  on  our  meeting  days  to  appear  at  our 
portals.  On  leaving  the  Division  room  this  morn- 
ing we  found  a  member  of  Division  148  standing  on 
the  corner  who  said  he  tried  onr  door  but  could  not 
raire  anybody  from  within  and  retired.  We  are 
very  sorry  and  will  offer  for  our  excuse,  that  the 
whole  Division  had  our  delegate  to  the  Grand  Di- 
vision down  tying  his  bands  and  feet  and  prepar- 
ing to  curb  his  tongue  so  they  would  have  him 
ready  to  send  to  the  Grand  Division  at  St.  Paul 
next  month.  After  unanimously  passing  a  regular 
motion  authorizing  him  to  support  our  efficient, 
faithful  and  conservative  Grand  Chief  Conductor. 
E.  E.  Clark,  for  re-election  and  to  vote  for  the  city 
of  Pittsburg.  Pa.,  as  the  next  regular  meeting 
place  for  the  Grand  Division  in  1903.  it  was  decreed 
that  the  shackles  be  removed  long  enough  to  hear 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  overpowered  re- 
presentative, when,  to  their  surprise  and  chagrin, 
he  honestly  confessed  that  he  bad  not  entertained 
any  idea  to  do  other  than  what  they  bad  wasted  so 
much  time  in  trying  to  force  upon  bim.  The  good 
Brother's  alarm  at  the  outer  door  might  not  have 
been  beard  if  he  appeared  during  the  heat  of  this 
scrimmage.  However,  we  offer  our  apology  and 
hope  he  will  not  feel  discouraged  and  will  come 
again  when  journeying  in  our  parts. 

In  looking  over  the  contents  of  the  March  Con- 
dtjctoe  I  notice  some  very  interesting  communi- 
cations. Commencing  with  the  first  from  Division 
180,  we  decided  it  was  the  most  instructive  and  in- 
telligent, as  it  gives  a  good  progressive  history  of 


the  Order  and  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the 
past  eleven  years.  Much  more  could  be  recorded, 
of  course,  but  space  must  be  regarded  as  belong- 
ing: to  over  400  Divisions,  which  requires  some 
economy  on  the  part  of  all  who  wish  to  write.  We 
read  the  closing  sentences  in  the  letter  from  No.  3. 
.the  second  letter  under  "Fraternal."  and  are  so 
pleased  with  what  he  said  we  put  him  down  under 
the  merit  system.  Be  sure  to  read  that  chapter  on 
page  184  at  100  per  cent.  We  read  each  letter 
through  and  through  and  as  we  passed  from  one  to 
the  other  we  were  sure  that  the  last  was  always 
best  and  bave  placed  them  all  in  the  100  per  cent 
row.  As  almost  each  one  deals  with  a  different 
subject,  it  naturally  leads  one  on  and  on  until  the 
end  and  possibly  may  inspire  some  good  Brother 
to  write  for  the  next  Conductob  in  order  that 
there  may  be  one  more  to  read  next  month. 
.  We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  assembling  our  Grand 
Division  for  the  purpose  of  amending  our  present 
laws  and  to  make  new  ones  where  that  great  body 
deems  it  necessary,  to  promote  the  welfare  of  our 
.  Brothers  and  our  Order.  The  several  represent- 
atives -should  go  with  honest  hearts,  clean  hands, 
and  sober  thoughts,  remindful  that  their  acts  will 
affect  a  vast  number  of  persons.  Think  twice  be- 
fore you  speak  and  be  sure  you  are  right  before 
you  go  ahead,  and  in  all  cases  of  doubt  and  un- 
certainty take  the  safe  course  and  run  no  risk. 
New  Albany.  Ind.  W.  F.  E. 

.  4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  article  writ- 
ten by  Mrs.  S.  S.  Grummon  in  your  March  issue, 
descriptive  of  the  trip  to  Cuba  of  the  "Old  Reliable 
Railway  Conductors'  Association,"  but  which 
gives  no  notice  or  mention  of  the  fact  that  the 
"Conductors'.  Mutual  Aid  Association"  partici- 
pated in  this  trip.  I  have  been  asked  many  times 
by  conductors  of  both  associations.  "Did  the 
Mutual  Aid  go  with  the  Old  Reliable  on  their  trip 
to  Cuba,  or  did  they  not?"  In  answering  the  ques- 
tions and  to  prevent  further  misunderstanding.  I 
desire  to  say  that  the  two  associations  met  in  St. 
Louis.  Mo.,  after  each  bad  held  their  annual  con- 
vention in  December.  1900.  and  took  the  trip  to- 
gether. There  were  about  70  of  the  Old  Reliables 
and  SO  of  the  Mutual  Aids  on  the  excursion.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Old  Reliable  have  asked  me  for  this  in- 
formation, saying  that  the  reports  of  their  conven- 
tion make  no  mention  of  the  Mutual  Aid  partici- 
pating in  this  trip  to  Cuba,  This,  of  course,  was 
no  fault  of  the  officers  of  the  Mutual  Aid  and  I 
wish  to  say  that  the  officers  of  the  Mutual  Aid  in 
making  their  annual  report  took  particular  pains 
to  mention  both  associations  being  on  the  trip  and 
complimented  Mr.  W.  O.  Beckley,  president  of  the 
Old  Reliable,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  con- 
ducted the  excursion,  wbich  compliment  I  feel  he 
is  entitled  to.  C.  A.  Davidson. 

Cleveland.  O.  Pres.  Mut.  Aid  Ben.  Assn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

It  has  been  some  time  since  I  have  worried  yon 
with  a  few  lines  ot  information  from  the  land  of 
the  Choc  and  Chic,  but  you  all  must  remember 
that  we  are  the  only  Division  in  the  only  truly 
American  territory  on  earth:  and  it  will  be  but  a 
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few  short  years  more  when  he  of  the  bow  and 
tomahawk  will  be  no  more. 

Division  394  ushered  in  the  new  year  and  new 
century  with  the  following:  officers:  Geo.  M. 
Durst.  C.  C;  John  H.  Nelson.  A.  C.  C;  George  W. 
Scott.  S.  and  T.:  D.  Kinnement.  S.  C:  George  N. 
Saunders.  J.  C:  C.  C.  Maury.  I.  S.:  Wm.Cain.  O.  S.; 
Thos.  P.  Tobin.  Delegate  to  Grand  Convention: 
Geo.  W.  Scott.  Alternate;  Cipher  Corr.  and  Leg. 
Com..  George  W.  Scott:  Div.  Com..  G.  M.  Durst 
G.  H.  Saunders  and  D.  Kinnement:  Grievance 
Com..  G.  M.  Durst.  R.  B.  Howard.  J.  C.  Farrar. 

This  Division  has  started  the  new  year  with 
bright  prospects,  and  if  the  Brothers  will. only  as- 
sist the  officers  much  good  will  be  done  and  the 
work  of  the  year  will  be  a  success.  We  have  had 
great  trials  and  have  passed  over  troubled  waters, 
but  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  the  right  spirit  pre- 
vails in  the  hearts  of  those  who  compose  our  mem- 
bership, notwithstanding  the  many  disadvantages 
under  which  we  have  had  to  pursue  our  labors. 
This  is  particularly  noticeable  in  our  new  member- 
ship, those  who  are  as  yet  young  in  experience  in 
the  labor  of  the  Order.  One  especial  case  I  wish 
to  call  to  the  Brothers'  notice  is  that  of  our  newly 
made  Brother.  M.  J.  Sullivan,  who  came  to  the  Di- 
vision, took  off  his  coat  and  filled  the  chair  like  an 
old  veteran,  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  frater- 
nity. All  success  to  you.  Matt:  may  you  never 
grow  less  warm  and  vigorous  in  the  life  work  you 
have  undertaken.  Yes.  it  is  there:  the  principles 
of  the  O.  R.  C.  are  to  make  bad  men  good,  and  good 
men  better.  Let  us  all  strive  firmly  for  this  pur- 
pose. Now.  Brothers,  how  many  of  you  are  attend- 
ing your  Division  meetings,  and  are  conferring 
with  and  exchanging  ideas  with  your  Delegate  re- 
garding the  great  and  important  questions  which 
will  confront  our  noble  organisation  in  May  next  ? 
Remember,  you  might  assist  him  to  form  an  in- 
telligent link  in  a  chain  of  thought  or  ideas  which, 
without  your  assistance  might  remain  broken. 
This  is  your  plain  duty.  And  remember  this. 
Brothers,  probe  your  Delegate  well,  and  ascertain 
where  his  mind  is  employed:  whether  it  be  on 
these  matters  of  importance  or  all  the  time  of  pic- 
nics and  excursions.  To  my  mind  this  seems  the 
most  critical  period  in  our  history,  and  one  for  so- 
ber thought  and  action.  I  am  pained  at  the 
thought  that  some  of  our  Brothers  consider  these 
meetings  nothing  more  than— as  one  Brother  ex- 
pressed it— a  biennial  junketing  trip. 

Brother,  are  yon  living  as  you  should?  Living 
our  outward  life  that  there  may  come  no  reproach 
upon  our  noble  Order?  One  which  has  for  its  prin- 
ciple the  grandest  motto  in  the  world:  Fidelity. 
Justice  and  Charity  in  Perpetual  Friendship?  Is 
not  this  a  noble  thought,  and  one  for  inspiration  to 
good  and  noble  deeds?  How  many  of  you  stop  for 
a  moment  to  think  of  how  much  and  forceful 
meaning  is  contained  in  that  word  perpetual? 
Well,  it  may  be  I  have  set  some  Brother  to  think- 
ing, and  if  so  I  have  done  good,  not  harm.  Now. 
Brothers.  I  wish  to  mention  something  that  speaks 
very  highly  for  the  membership  of  the  O.  R.C. 
and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  I  am  looking  for 
bouquets.  During  the  past  year  and  a  half  I  have 
assisted  worthy  and  distressed  Brothers  who  have 
landed  here  to  the  amount  of  {520.  which  the  books 
of  the  First  National  Bank  will  show:  and  I  have 


not  failed  to  collect  every  penny  due.  While  some 
of  the  Brothers  have  been  in  hard  circumstances* 
it  shows  a  higher  moral  tendency  to  do  that  which 
is  right  and  honorable,  and  reflects  credit  upon 
them  as  O.  R.  C.  men.  Now.  I  may  be  able  to 
meet  some  of  you  up  in  the  land  of  Goss  and  Con- 
dit.  and  when  I  do  you  will  see  what  they  call  a 
Choctaw  Indian. 

Having  been  the  S.  and  T.  of  Division  394  since 
its  birth  in  August,  1899. 1  wish  to  thank  one  and  all 
of  the  Brothers  for  timely  advice  and  assistance, 
aud  earnestly  hope  that  the  good  feeling  now  ex- 
isting may  ever  prevail,  and  I  wish  you  one  and  all 
a  prosperous  year.  Geo.  W.  Scott. 

So.  McAlester.  I.  T. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  been  reading  what  Brother  Osborn  wrote 
in  March  Con  doctor.  Hit  'em  again.  Brother, 
Sorry  to  say  we  have  with  us  a  few  characters 
who.  with  good  jobs,  care  but  little  for  those 
whom,  on  bended  knee,  they  promised  to  protect 
A  disloyal  member  and  a  fraud  are  despised  in 
any  society.  We  have  men  out.  who  claim  to  be 
as  good  Order  men  as  those  in  good  standing. 
Not  so.  You  are  only  right  when  in  good  stand- 
ing, and  to  be  in  good  standing  you  must  pay  up. 
treat  all  with  kindness  and  attend  meetings  when 
in  a  place  where  there  is  a  Division.  Would  that 
I  were  a  speaker!  I  would  take  the  stump  and  take 
for  my  text.  "Loyalty."  and  in  burning  words 
would  tell,  what  is  our  duty  to  each  other.  The 
Golden  Rule  applies  to  us  as  well  -  as  any  other 
class,  and  if  we  will  take  it  as  our  motto  we  will 
win  the  good  will  and  esteem  of  all. 

Our  Grand  Division  is  soon  to  meet  and  I  hope 
all  business  transactions  will  be  done  in  harmony. 
Don't  monkey  with  our  insurance  laws  unless  you 
can  lighten  our  present  assessments.  If  any  one 
wanting  accident  insurance  will  notify  me.  I 
will  come  over  and  write  him  up.  I  am  in  for  dis- 
tricting Divisions.  Give  a  district  representation 
in  the  Grand  Division  according  to  membership. 
Our  Division  will  be  repreeented  by  O.  C.  O'Par- 
rell.  Delegate,  and  I  understand  that  several  will 
accompany  him.  Don't  press  Brother  O'Parrell 
too  hard,  but  if  you  should  get  the  best  of  him.  he 
will  get  up  and  acknowledge  that  you  whipped 
him.  Division  319  continues  to  prosper,  and  must 
say  that  we  have  the  best  material  with  us  on  the 
line.  Two  or  three  have  dropped  out  for  no  good 
reason  at  all,  and  have  acted  shamefully  against 
the  Order  since  being  out.         Milton  Clapp. 

Greenville.  S.  C. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  our  regular  meeting  yesterday  we  elected  a 
new  member  and  made  arrangements  for  an  ex- 
cursion by  train  over  the  O.  R.  R.  to  Wheeling  the 
first  Sunday  in  May.  Rate  $1.00  round  trip,  by 
special.  94  miles.  In  reading  the  letters  I  often  see 
familiar  markers:  for  instance,  H.  L.  of  Baltimore. 
We  railroaded  together  years  ago.  and  I  have  not 
seen  him  for  four  years.  His  is  a  Long  name,  but 
is  spelled  with  only  nine  letters.  I  see  in  official 
changes  the  name  C.  T.  Ellery.  who  was  made 
trainmaster  for  the  B.  &  O.  at  Glenwood.  Dear  old 
Pat!  I  knew  him  early  in  the  70's  when  he  was 
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backing  ties  on  the  sheepskin.  I  was  in  train  ser- 
vice here  early  in  the  60's.  when  we  only  ran  a 
freight  at  night  and  a  local  daytime  each  way.  and 
two  passenger  trains  each  way.  and  I  have  been 
among  the  boys  since  when  we  worked  twenty- 
eight  freight  and  five  passenger  trains  eacn  way 
daily. 

The  Castaway  of  Mexico  writes  another  good, 
sensible  letter.!  coincide  with  him  in  bis  views  re- 
garding the  home  and  the  old  condnctor.  As  Broth- 
er H.  L.  says,  everything  has  two  sides.  There 
are  hundreds  of  gocd  railroad  men  who  are  ont  of 
service,  debarred  by  age.  who  can  give  faithful, 
good  service  for  many  years,  and  ask  no  farm  or 
charity.  Geo.  H.  Bailky. 

Parkersbnrg.  W.  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Condnctor: 

Division  404  is  doing  very  well.  The  boys  are  all 
willing  to  attend  meeting  when  they  are  in.  We 
have  initiated  three  members  since  we  organized, 
and  have  two  more  to  come  in  at  our  next  regular 
meeting,  with  several  more  in  sight  ia  the  near 
future.  Business  is  pretty  brisk  in  this  neck  of 
woods.  We  have  ten  crews  in  the  chain  gang  be- 
tween Bakersfield  and  Mendota  and  three  local 
crews.  The  S.  P.  Co.  opened  up  its  new  coast  line 
between  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francises  on  the 
31st  of  March.  What  effect  that  will  have  on  us 
remains  to  be  seen.  One  of  our  members  has  re- 
ceived a  well  earned  promotion-Brother  G.  W. 
Croy  having  been  promoted  to  the  office  of  train- 
master, a  position  thai  he  is  well  qualified  to  fill, 
and  I  am  glad  that  I  can  say  that  he  fills  it  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  There  is  no  kick 
coming  on  George.  Division  404  held  its  annual 
election  of  officers  in  December  and  installed  the 
first  meeting  in  January.  Brother  H.  Kinch.  of  Di- 
vision 111.  acting  as  installing  officer.  The  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  term:  C. 
P.  Badger.  C.  C;  P.  M.  Blanchard.  A.  C.  C:  W.  W. 
Res,  S.  and  T.  and  Cipner  Correspondent:  A  E. 
Pry.  3.  C:  E.  C.  Rals'on.  J.  C:  A.  D.  Cameron.  I. 
S.:  P.  R-  Wallace.  O.  S  :  W.  H.  Sheasley.  Journal 
Correspondent.  Brother  E.  C.  Ralston  was  elected 
delegate  to  the  G.  D..  with  Brother  R.  S.  Finn  al- 
ternate. 

Now  a  few  words  about  the  old  conductor  and  I 
am  done.  Prom  my  standpoint.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  farm,  the  home  or  the  manufactory  is  a  good 
place  for  him.  for  it  is  a  mighty  hard  job  to  teach 
an  old  dog  new  tricks,  and  for  the  most  of  U9  who 
have  spent  nearly  all  of  our  lives  railroading;,  by 
the  time  we  get  too  old  to  run  trair  s  we  are  too  old 
to  work  on  a  farm  on  in  a  factory.  As  for  tbe  home, 
unless  we  could  take  our  old  wife  with  us  there 
are  very  few  of  up  would  want  to  go  there.  Why 
not  have  our  laws  so  amended  that  when  he  gets 
too  old  to  run  a  train  that  we  give  him  bis  insur- 
ance? Not  in  little  driblets  In  the  shape  of  a  pen- 
sion, but  give  it  all  at  once,  so  if  he  has  not  a  home 
be  can  take  the  money  and  buy  one.  Most  any  of 
us  can  raise  chickens,  if  nothing  else,  enough  to 
make  an  Independent  living  and  not  be  looked 
upon  as  objects  of  charity.  It  is  only  a  matter  of 
time  when  the  money  will  have  to  be  paid  anyhow, 
so  why  not  give  the  poor  old  con  a  chance  while  he 
is  able  to  enjoy  some  of  it?  I  suppose  some 
Brother  will  say  it  will  open  up  a  field  in  which 


can  be  practiced  a  great  deal  of  fraud:  but.  with  a 
law  properly  framed  and  safeguarded.  I  think  we 
can  get  over  that  difficulty.  I  also  think  that  pa- 
ralysis should  be  made  a  total  disability,  for  I  be- 
lieve that  a  man  stands  a  better  show  earning  a 
living  with  only  one  leg  or  one  arm  than  he  does 
when  he  is  paralyzed,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that 
the  Grand  Division  will  do  something  for  the  un- 
fortunate Brother  who  is  in  that  condition. 
Kern.  Cal.  C.  P.  Badger. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Your  valuable  Journal.  The  Conductor,  for 
April  is  before  me  and  chock  full  of  communica- 
tions and  other  articles  of  good  reading.  The 
Brothers  are  still  on  the  farm  (in  their  minds). 
That  looks  all  o.  k.  to  the  young  conductor  or  the 
Brother  who  has  a  good  passenger  run.  but  ask  the 
old  Brother  what  he  thinks  ef  it.  And  as  most  all 
tbe  delegates  are  still  young  enough  to  have  and 
hold  their  Jobs,  they  are  not  thinking  of  my 
troubles.  I  am  only  63  years  old.  and  what  is  my 
troubles  to  them?  I  am  very  fortunate  to  be  able 
to  make  a  living  yet.  but  how  soon  might  I  become 
totally  disabled  by  losing  my  sight  or  become  para- 
lyzed? Then  what  will  1  do?  "Ob.  send  him  to  that 
beautiful  farm  and  make  a  farmer  boy  ont  of 
him." 

Now  Brothers.  I  would  be  a  dasty  plow  boy— €5 
years  old  and  blind.  Think  of  that  before  you  buy 
10.000  acres  of  Florida  swamps.  Call  it  farm  and 
send  me  there  to  die.  I  can  only  see  two  ways  oat 
of  the  woods  of  disability.  If  I  am  totally  disabled 
so  says  any  superintendent  in  the  land,  you  cannot 
get  work  on  any  road.  Why?  My  age  is  total  dis- 
ability—more  so  than  the  young  man  who  has  lost 
a  foot.  The  balance  of  his  make-up  is  in  running 
order.  If  I  cannot  see  I  cannot  climb  a  box  car  or 
run  to  a  switch,  and  I  hope  the  Breeders  at  St.  Paal 
will  vote  to  enlarge  Highland  Home,  if  necessary, 
to  keep  any  who  may  go  there  and.  make  a  change 
in  our  laws  so  as  to  cover  total  disability  In  seme 
way  to  help  Just  such  Brothers  as  T.  L.  Shook,  of 
Division  115.  who  is  so  blind  he  cap.  not  tell  one 
Brother  from  another  until  he  hears  the  voice. 
Ain't  that  total  disability?  No.  he  must  go  and  lay 
down  on  the  track  and  let  40  box  cars  run  over  him 
then  come  up  with  both  legs  cut  and  say.  I  am  par- 
tially disabled,  can't  the  Order  give  some  help?  I 
say.  pay  such  unfortunate  Brothers  their  insur- 
ance now  and  let  them  and  their  dear  old  wives  bay 
their  own  farm  and  live  and  die  together.  If  yon 
cannot  do  that  pay  him  his  insurance  aa  apstiskra. 
a  certain  amoant  every  month—say  $15.01.  uatll  his 
$1,000  is  used  up.  then  charity  begins,  over  the  hill 
to  the  poor  house.  But  he  may  cross  the  valley 
before  it  comes  to  that,  so  let  him  and  the  old  lady 
enjoy  it  while  alive.  They  don't  want  any  change 
on  the  valley  route.         Milton  G.  Pumphrey. 

San  Francisco.  Cal. 

Editor  RaiMray  Conductor : 

Division  367  feels  honored  that  on  April  15th  her 
Chief  Conductor.  Brother  A.  T.  Valentine,  be- 
comes assistant  trainmaster,  reporting  to  Brother 
R.  H.  Dwyer.  trainmaster  of  the  Louisiana  divi- 
sion. Brother  Valentine's  headquarters  will  be  at 
Jackson.  Miss.,  and  he  will  have  charge  of  the 
mala  line  from  Jackson  to  Canton.  Including  yards. 
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and  the  Yazoo  branch  from  Jackson  to  Parsons. 
This  is  a  deserved  promotion  and  Brother  Valen- 
tine can  expect  loyal  co-operation  and  support 
from  the  members  of  the  Order  with  whom  be  will 
have  to  deal.  Brother  Savage,  now  trainmaster  of 
the  Natchez  branch,  becomes  agent  at  Jackson. 
Miss.,  which  is  the  most  important  agency  between 
New  Orleans  and  Memphis.  It  is  very  gratifying 
to  note  that  the  I.  C.  people  not  only  recognize 
■merit  and  ability  in  onr  ranks,  but  reward  the 
same,  as  the  following  will  show:  At  Canton. 
Miss..  Brother  Galvanni  is  agent  and  yardmaster: 
at  Jackson.  Miss..  Brother  Valentine  assistant 
trainmaster.  Brother  Savage  agent,  and  Brother 
Brittingham  is  yardmaster.  and  at  McComb 
Brother  R.  H.  Dwyer  is  trainmaster  and  Brother 
Pat  Whalin  is  yardmaster.  Very  extensive  im- 
proevments  are  to  be  made  on  the  Louisiana  divi- 
sion this  summer.  Twenty-one  passing  sidings 
are  to  be  put  ia  in  addition  to  double  track  be- 
tween Crystal  Springs  and  Jackson.  From  this  it 
is  natural  to  infer  that  a  large  increase  in  business 
is  anticipated. 

Division  367  is  in  good  shape  and  our  increase  in 
membership  steadily  continues.  If  the  writer  can 
control  circumstances,  he  will  be  the  first  to  greet 
the  members  of  and  the  visitors  to  the  Grand  Di- 
vision at  the  outer  door  with  a  "smile." 

McComb.  Miss.  Thos.  McBek. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Spring  is  upon  us  and  naturally  we  begin  to 
warm  up  and  thaw  out.  Division  138  is  warming 
up  like  everything  else.  We  have  a  good  Division 
and  some  very  earnest  workers,  and  apparently 
some  who  seem  to  think  that  the  regular  attend- 
ing members  are  competent  to  do  all  the  work 
without  assistance.  True,  it  is  the  willing  horse 
will  pull  even  when  not  urged,  but.  Brothers, 
there  are  times  when  some  of  the  willing  ones 
would  be  glad  to  get  the  encouragement  of  a 
friendly  visit  from  some  of  the  stay-at-homes, 
even  if  he  should  find  a  little  fault.  To  be  a  good 
conductor  requires  prompt  obedience  to  orders, 
and  the  meeting  point  on  your  orders  are  every 
Sunday  afternoon,  and  we  believe  you  are  familiar 
with  the  road.  Well,  as  our  Division  is  composed 
of  the  very  best  material  we  can  find,  of  which  to 
make  first-class  conductors,  we  feel  that  we  have 
-reason  to  be  proud  of  the  results  obtained.  We 
know  that  to  be  a  good  conductor  means  to  be  a 
-man  who  realizes  that  membership  in  such  an 
Order  as  ours  will  make  him  In  every  respect  a 
.better  citizen,  and  how  a  man  can  claim  to  be  a 
.conductor  and  keep  out  of  it  is  something  we  can- 
not understand.  No  one  can  be  found  who  will 
.oppose  the  railroad  conductors.  All  will  admit 
that  they  form  one  of  the  most  trusty,  sociable  and 
temperate  of  all  the  classes  with  which  the 
public  have  to  deal,  and  all  things  being  equal 
they  should  be  recognized  along  with  the  other 
classes  in  the  law-making  of  our  country.  You 
can  coax  them  to  do  anything  reasonable,  but  you 
cannot  drive  them,  as  they  are  not  calculated  for 
that  purpose.  Under  all  circumstances  and  under 
all  conditions  there  la  but  one  right,  wise  and  safe 
.course  of  action  for  any  human  being  to  follow: 
-That  is  to  do  exactly  as  be  would  be  done  by.  and 
to  live  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  honor  and 


justice.  It  is  but  human  to  wish  to  retaliate  upon 
those  who  wrong  us.  but  retaliation  is  a  boomer- 
ang which  comes  back  and  strikes  down  the  pro- 
peller. Rejoice  in  the  thought  that  you  wrong  no 
one.  Believe  in  justice  and  in  triumph  of  good 
over  evil.  The  misfortunes  which  you  encounter 
are  only  temporary  embarrassments,  and  they 
must  give  way  to  the  great  tidal  wave  of  good 
which  sweeps  through  the  universe.  All  the  evil 
will  kill  itself  eventually,  because  it  contains  no 
principle  of  life.  Do  not  make  yourself  a  part  of 
it.  for  in  that  direction  lies  future.  Think  right, 
act  right,  and  all  will  be  right.  There  is  no  great, 
no  small,  in  right  and  wrong.  Whatever  is  wrong 
if  done  to  a  thousand  Brothers  is  wrong  if  done  to 
one.  and  whatever  is  wrong  when  carried  to  its 
ultimate  end  is  no  less  wrong  in  its  inception. 
There  is  no  injustice  in  respecting  the  rights  of  a 
few.  though  it  displeases  the  many,  but  to  please 
the  many  at  the  expense  of  the  few  ia  a  great  in- 
justice to  the  few  and  an  exhibition  of  tyranny 
toward  a  few.  rightly  considered  is  a  menace  to  all. 
It  is  better  to  be  beaten  in  right  than  to  succeed 
in  wrong.  Our  Brothers  are  all  jolly,  good  fellows: 
always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  a  worthy 
Brother,  and  in  hustling  in  the  delinquent  con- 
ductors, I  guess  they  are  not  poor  either,  as  Divi- 
sion 138  has  between  70  and  80.  all  good  fellows  and 
still  eoming  in.  Brothers,  keep  up  the  good  work 
and  let  us  make  this  the  banner  year. 

The  Brothers  were  somewhat  surprised  at  our 
last  meeting  to  see  Brothers  Felty  and  Philbrick 
there  and  we  do  not  know  how  they  happened  to 
overlook  their  Orders  but  our  Chief  Conductor 
charged  no  time  up  against  their  records,  but  in- 
stead made  it  so  pleasant  for  them  that  we  feel 
sure  they  will  be  regular  in  attendance.  There  are 
a  great  many  of  our  Brothers  making  arrange- 
ments to  attend  the  Grand  Division  at  St.  Paul, 
and  our  delegate.  Brother  McCullough.  and  alter- 
nate, Brother  R.  N.  Miller,  are  loaded  and  all  for 
the  betterment  of  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors 
and  we  feel  confident  Division  J38  will  be  well  re- 
presented in  the  convention  bail.  Runt. 

Garrett.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Business  is  at  a  standstill  on  Paducah  and  Mem- 
phis divisions.  Crews  making  every  day.  Con- 
ductors Burkham  and  Wolf  on  locals.  Paducah  di- 
visions with  the  following  conductors  on  way 
freight  runs— Beadles.  Harvey,  Cronin,  Harris, 
Blair.  Muldoon.  Stone.  Cole.  Fink,  with  Flynn  on 
Princeton  coal  run.  We  have  a  new  trainmaster. 
Mr.  T.  A  Banks,  promoted  last  month,  in  place  of 
Capt.  Jack  Flynn.  removed  to  Memphis  division  as 
trainmaster.  We  have  a  new  superintendent.  Mr. 
H.  A.  Wallace,  whom  they  say  is  a  bustler  and 
will  keep  the  boys  lined  up.  Division  298' s  doors 
are  open  at  2:30  p.  m.  every  Sunday  with  our  worthy 
Chief,  Brother  Conway,  in  the  chair.  He  is  also 
290's  delegate  to  St.  Paul,  with  Brother  McCaus 
as  his  assistant,  and  when  the  question  comes  up 
about  cutting  the  salary  of  our  worthy  Grand 
Chief  you  will  hear  from  Brother  Conway  as  the 
conductors  on  the  I.  C.  don't  believe  in  cheap 
labor  and  don't  like  a  cheap  man.  Will  say  that 
we  have  no  one  but  O.  R.  C.  men  on  this  division  aa 
our  trainmaster  believes  in  hiring  Order  men.  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


434 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


think  if  we  bad  a  few  more  trainmasters  like  Mr. 
Flynn  and  Mr.  Banks  there  would  be  very  few 
conductors  braking  today.  I  think  these  two 
worthy  trainmasters  should  be  highly  praised  by 
all  conductors.  I  haven't  mentioned  conductors 
on  Memphis  division  as  the  biggest  part  of  them 
belong  to  Memphis  Division  and  the  worthy  cor- 
respondent will  keep  them  lined  up.  All  the  boys 
on  Padncah  division  have  cupola  cabooses  and  you 
will  all  have  to  watch  Conductor  Blair  since  he 
has  the  98487.  Brother  Burkham  has  ridden  many 
miles  in  the  87  but  since  he  let  it  kick  103  at  Green- 
ville the  trainmaster  thought  he  would  give  Joe  a 
caboose  with  a  double  connected  brake  and  a  set 
of  marks  that  turns  themselves  as  soon  as  the  main 
line  is  occupied.  The  conductor  that  strikes 
Cronin's  caboose  between  stations  will  be  dis- 
charged outright  for  the1  last  conductor  that  hit 
his  caboose  as  a  starter  got  30  marks.  So  run  slow 
and  careful  between  Paducah  and  Cen  City  and 
it  Cronin  is  in  Muldoon  will  probably  be  loading 
ties  near  Clazton  and  drinking  Dawson  water  at 
nights.  So  be  careful,  boys. 

The  Boy  From  Old  Kentucky. 

Paducah.  Ky. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  only  recently  become  a  member  of  the 
Order,  and  am  proud  to  announce  the  fact.  The 
Brothers  of  Division  295  selected  me  to  annoy  you. 
and  this  is  the  result.  Our  Division  is  in  a  pros- 
perous condition,  new  members  being  added  as 
fast  as  they  become  eligible  after  being  promoted, 
and  we  are  pleased  to  say  this  has  been  frequent 
this  last  year.  Business  at  present,  however,  is 
about  normal,  although  the  prospects  for  a  good 
summer  looks  bright.  As  for  the  enthusiasm  in 
our  Division.  I  must  add  it  is  of  the  best  quality. 
Our  C.  C.  Brother  Warren,  being  a  most  earnest 
and  devoted  worker  for  the  success  of  the  Order. 
We  are  sorry  to  lose  the  aid  of  Brother  H.  C.  Dick- 
erman.  who  resigned  his  office  and  took  up  bis 
duties  on  his  farm,  being  tired  of  the  rail  for  the 
present.  Our  best  wishes  go  with  him  and  may 
success  be  the  results  of  his  efforts.  The  books 
and  money  will  be  handled  with  the  greatest  effi- 
ciency by  our  tried  and  trusty  Brother  Kaneen.  as 
be  is  a  worker  of  the  best  quality. 

Our  Division  gave  a  grand  ball  on  Easter  Mon- 
day night,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  it  was  the 
grandest  success  of  the  season.  The  ball  being 
fitted  up  as  no  one  could  except  Brother  Warren, 
assisted  by  the  other  Brothers,  and  every  one* 
present  report  a  good  time.  Our  prize  of  $25.00  in 
gold  to  the  neatest  couple  was  hotly  contested  by 
200  couples,  and  after  much  debate  the  judges 
awarded  it  to  one  of  the  engineers  and  his  wife. 
The  only  fatality  was  the  shearing  of  Brother 
Wilmot's  beard  by  the  Brothers,  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  bis  wife.  Ben  had  to  be  handcuffed,  how- 
ever, as  he  was  afraid  of  contracting  a  cold.  Ben 
now  is  only  22  years  old.  How  Brother  Kaneen 
kept  tab  on  those  who  attended  was  very  credita- 
ble, and  be  should  be  commended  for  his  labors. 

Our  trainmaster,  chief  dispatcher  and  chief  clerk 
graced  the  hall  by  their  presence,  and  report  a 
pleasant  time. 

Brother  Neidenhiser  is  looking  forward  to  the 
good  time  he  is  going  to  have  at  the  convention.  It 


is  needless  to  say  that  our  Division's  interests) 
will  be  carefully  bandied  by  Brother  Neidenhiser. 
With  best  wishes  to  all.  J.  J.  Pollock. 

Lorain,  O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  140  is  steadily  increasing  in  member- 
ship, having  added  twelve  new  members  since  the 
first  of  the  year,  and  three  more  to  be  introduced 
to  the  goat  next  meeting.  Interest  in  the  meet- 
ings was  never  as  good  as  at  present,  and  we  hope 
to  be  able  to  report  the  banner  year  in  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Division  at  this  place.  Brother  F.  L. 
Cox  has  been  appointed  dispatcher,  with  head- 
quarters at  Hinton.  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to 
note  the  success  he  makes  in  handling  trains  over 
the  Greenbrier  district.  Brother  M.  T.  Roach  has 
been  promoted  to  trainmaster,  with  headquarters 
at  Hinton.  And  still  the  good  work  goes  on.  We 
have  the  material  if  we  only  get  the  proper  con- 
sideration. 

Freight  is  a  little  slack  on  the  C.  &  O.  at  this 
time,  but  the  prospects  are  good  for  the  resump- 
tion of  the  usual  traffic  in  the  near  future.  There 
will  be  a  good  delegation  of  members  from  this 
place  to  the  Grand  Division,  having  arranged  for 
special  car  for  the  occasion.  Brothers  W.  F.  Ech- 
ols. A.  A.  Riddlebarger  and  T.  T.  Huddleston 
promise  to  make  an  impression  on  the  cqnvention 
in  one  way  or  an  other.  Hoping  that  there  will  be 
much  good  accomplished  and  all  will  enjoy  them- 
selves at  the  convention.  S.  B.  Hameb. 

Hinton.  W.  Va. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

After  twelve  days'  rain  we  are  again  able  to  see 
the  sunshine  and  it  makes  one  think  that  life  is 
worth  living.  Brother  Ambrose  has  returned  to- 
work  again  after  two  weeks'  lay  off.  He  has  been 
confined  to  his  bed  most  of  bis  time.  He  had  a 
wrestling  match  in  the  conductors'  room,  so  I  am 
told,  with  Brother  McCarthy.  They  tossed  up  for 
position  and  Brother  McCarthy  won  out.  He  got  a 
hip  lock  on  Tom  and  threw  him  over  and  he  struck 
on  the  corner  of  Brother  McLoot's  ticket  box  and 
got  hurt  quite  badly,  besides  Dick  had  been  carry- 
ing a  three-cornered  ticket  box  and  it  was  some 
time  before  he  could  tell  what  he  had  in  it.  Some 
good  Brother  who  understood  the  combination 
was  successful  in  opening  it  for  him.  Brother  E.  A. 
Haggett  of  Division  157  got  hurt  very  badly  leav- 
ing with  bis  train  from  the  terminal  on  April  2d. 
his  right  side  is  paralyzed  since,  no  feeling  in  it. 
and  is  confined  to  his  bed  and  nobody  is  allowed  to 
see  him.  He  is  missed  very  much  on  the  Matta- 
pan  branch  as  he  was  very  popular  with  the 
patrons  and  is  inquired  after  every  day  by  the 
traveling  public  whom  he  was  very  popular  with. 
Brother  N.  Sargent  is  the  man  now;  he  is  the  most 
admired  man  on  the  branch  — very  popular  and 
has  a  host  of  friends  who  wish  him  well,  and  of 
course  Noah  will  do  the  honors  while  Brother 
Hackett  is  confined  to  his  home.  I  am  told  Brother 
T.  E.  White  has  returned  to  Boston  after  two 
months'  visit  in  Mexico,  where  he  went  with  Teddy 
Roosevelt  to  have  some  sport  hunting.  He  brought 
Brother  Angus  a  lion  skin  he  secured  himself  in  a. 
hunt  and  he  told  the  boys  he  would  attend  the  next 
meeting  of  Division  122.  so  all  the  boys  are  re- 
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ed  to  be  present  if  yon  want  to  bear  bear 
s  that  can  be  vouched  for  by  him  in  person. 
iet  Brother  White  is  all  right.  Brother  Wang 
iveB  up  railroading  and  gone  into  the  hop 
justness  acid  is  doing  splendidly,  so  he  says, 
er  Humphrey  has  left  the  hospital  and  re- 
el to  his  home  and  is  o.  k.  The  many  Brothers 
jlher  A.  E.  Holden  of  Division  122  will  be 
;d  to  learn  that  he  has  taken  the  position  of 
ant  ticket  agent  at  Baylston  Station  on  the 
aence  division.  The  conductors  of  the 
□  end  of  the  N.  Y.  &  N.  H.  H.  R.  R.  sent  a 
Jid  wreath  of  flowers  to  the  bier  of  their  late 
:sident,  C.  P.  Clark.   Brother  Carlisle  of  Di- 

122  was  quite  severely  injured  last  Monday 
on  his  train  and  is  at  the  Worcester  hospital 
treated  for  his  injuries,  which  I  understand 
lite  serious.  He  was  doing  well  last  report 
'ed  from  him.  Division  122  took  in  Brother 
ns  of  the  B,  &  R.  R.  at  its  last  meeting  and 
ill  take  in  three  more  at  the  next  meeting, 
er  Smith  is  running  out  of  Pall  River  and 
arted  in  the  hen  business,  and  Brother  Scott 

ag  orders  between  Newport  and  Boston  for 

0  help  make  it  a  success.  Any  Brother 
ag  eggs  will  confer  a  favor  on  Brother  Smith 
□ding  his  order  through  Brothers  Scott  or 
rn.  We  wish  him  success. 

on,  Mass.  .  Automobile. 

r  Railway  Conductor: 

sioa  5?  has  increased  in  point  of  attendance 
!.  This  welcome  change  was  brought  about 
recent  order  sent  to  each  member  by  Chief 
ictor  Chas.  L.  Boughner  notifying  them  they 
attend  a  meeting  at  least  once  every  two 
is  to  help  to  transact  business  and  famil- 
ttaemselves  with  other  business  of 
>rder.  Brother  Boughner.  makes  an  ex- 
t  presiding  officer  and  never  misses  a 
ng  and  tends  to  all  business  in  a 
rly  style.  He  has  his  bands  full  at  pres- 
eparinrr  to  take  his  trip  to  St.  Paul.  Brother 
''oorhis  is  going  to  St.  Paul  with  him  and  is 
nuch  afraid  he  will  arrive  there  in  the  night. 
:r  Boughner  is  busy  looking  over  time 
and  routes  to  bring  Jake  in  St.  Paul  in  day 
Jake  is  not  so  particular  about  arriving  at 
vick  in  day  time.  He  goes  to  Waldwick  al- 
everp  night  and  occasionly  takes  a  bouquet 
,im.  Sometimes  he  gets  flagged  and  before 
ack  gets  clear  the  flowers  are  withered, 
almost  all  the  boys  understand  why  Jake 
agged:  but.  Jake,  keep  up  a  good  heart  and 
t  despair  and  if  you  do  not  feel  equal  to  the 

1  the  art  take  Foxey  with  you.  Jake  and 
tt  are  having  heated  arguments  of  late  in 
Is  to  whether  Waldwick  or  Avondale  is  the 

place  to  build.  DeWitt  claims  Avondale 
se  he  has  his  cellar  dug.  Jake  says  Wald- 
lecause  he  points  to  the  fact  that  Waldwick 
be  main  line  and  Avondale  is  on  the  branch, 
ly  opinion  is  they  are  both  booming  land 

they  find  attractions.  Something  doing  in 
nture  in  both  cases. 

it  twenty  ladies  from  Port  Jervis.  members 
Ladies'  Auxiliary,  visited  Mrs.  C.  L.  Bough- 
:  her  home,  suppered  and  spent  a  day  in 
ieeing  and  doing  the  town.   Brother  McPeek 


was  the  man  of  the  day  and  had  his  hands  full  un- 
til he  turned  them  over  to  Conductor  J.  H.  Gordor 
on  train  No.  29  to  take  to  Port  Jervis.  Brother 
Gordon  was  taken  by  surprise  when  he  saw  so 
many  of  the  gentler  sex— he  did  not  know  what  to 
say  and  when  he  did  recover  himself  he  told  the 
operator  to  have  his  horse  at  the  depot  at  Poj  t 
Jervis  to  take  the  ladies  home.  Just  think,  one 
horse  to  take  twenty  ladies  home!  But  next  day 
was  John's  day  off  and  John  did  not  mind  if  it  took 
all  night  and  next  day. 

Professor  Youngerman  has  treated  the  boys  in 
the  room  at  Jersey  City  to  some  fine  selections  on 
the  graphophone.  Brother  Youngerman  has  takes 
Foxey  in  partnership  with  him  in  the  business. 
He  looks  to  an  increase  in  his  trade  in  the  future 
He  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  Foxey  can  get  in  on 
some  trade  he  cannot  touch.  Brother  Corcoran  got 
in  on  Professor  for  some  records  to  entertain  his 
family.  He  kept  the  machine  for  two  weeks, 
causing  a  loss  to  the  Professor  of  about  $10.00.  He 
tried  to  work  the  new  firm  on  the  same  lines,  but 
Foxey  said  no!— failed  to  be  caught  on  the  same 
bait— hence  the  sale  of  another  machine.  John 
Terwillerger  tried  to  be  appointed  as  special 
agent  at  Waldwick  for  the  sale  of  the  machine  at 
that  particular  place.  Nic  was  willing,  but  Foxey 
thought  he  could,  with  the  help  of  Jake,  attend  to 
that  himself.  Brother  Van  Duzer  seems  to  have 
ideas  that  are  solely  his  own  in  regard  to  land  Id 
the  town  of  Cornwal.  He  thinks  he  can  strike  oil 
wells,  gold  mines,  and  most  anything  else  there. 
He  can't  get  any  one  to  agree  with  him  in  his  pet 
scheme.  The  boys  seem  to  think  the  land  is  too 
old  to  be  broke  at  this  late  date  and  make  any  new 
discoveries.  Brother  Conway  had  the  same  ideas 
about  Turners  some  ten  years  ago  and  was  s. 
heavy  loser  on  bis  pet  scheme,  but  M.  J.  brace  up, 
there  are  other  roses.  Brothers  Longley  and 
Welsh  had  the  same  ideas  until  they  went  to  the 
O.  R.  C.  convention  at  Atlanta.  Ga..  and  met  theiT 
Black  Friday.  Now.  in  regard  to  Foxey,  I  would 
say:  I  have  known  him  for  about  forty  years,  also 
knew  his  parents:  they  were  respected  people  ic 
the  community.  Their  word  was  as  good  as  their 
bond  and  Foxey  has  their  same  traits  of  character 
and  whatever  he  says  or  does  in  the  room  is  done 
in  a  good  spirit,  and  his  truth  and  veracity  can 
never  be  questioned.  Nayr, 

Port  Jervis.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  had  our  regular  meeting  April  14.  but  owing  to 
unfavorable  conditions  and  the  delay  of  our  Flor- 
ence connection  the  attendance  was  not  up  to  the 
standard,  but  we  had  a  workingparty  and  initiated 
one  candidate.  After  the  routine  work  Brother 
Fowler  of  the  A.  C.L.  via  C.  N.  &  L.,  Funstonized 
the  Division  by  his  oratorical  display.  He  dilated 
on  the  lukewarmness  of  the  Brothers  generally, 
and  expressed  the  regret  that  he  was  one  of  the 
erring  Brothers,  but  was  thankful  that  he  had 
seen  the  error  of  his  ways  and  told  us  that  in  fu- 
ture he  would  be  with  us  when  possible.  He  urged 
us  to  discard  indifferences,  our  personal  incon- 
veniences, and  to  look  to  the  welfare  of  the  Order, 
and  to  no  longer  hope  for  something  that  would 
never  materialize  without  an  effort.  He  quoted 
ex-President  Cleveland:  "It  will  never  do  to  lie 
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supinely  on  oar  backs  and  embrace  the  delusive 
phantom  of  hope."  We  were  enlightened  as  to  the 
advantages  of  attending  meetings  where  we  have 
intercourse  not  obtainable  otherwise,  and  the 
expansion  of  ideas,  the  elevation  of  inferiors,  not 
the  degredation  of  superiors  for  enlightenment 
was  found  to  triumph,  as  ex-President  Harrison 
said:  "Inferior  races  wtther  before  the  breath  of 
the  white  man's  vices." 

Our  spring  assignment  of  conductors  was  disas- 
trous to  some  and  beneficial  to  others.  The  disas- 
ter struck  Brother  Oglesby  and  Conductor  McRae 
broadside.  They  were  omitted  entirely,  for  what 
cause  no  one  has  been  able  to  determine.  The 
former  was  passenger  asd  the  latter  freight  con- 
ductor. The  cyclone  also  hit  Brother  Wells  below 
the  belt.  He  Is  disfigured  but  still  in  the  ring.  He 
goes  on  the  N.  E.  local.  Freight  Conductors  D.  L. 
Lynch  and  C.  W.  Gasque  gathered  the  fruit,  the 
former  on  the  through  run.  the  latter  on  the 
Charleston  Mullins  local. 

Conductor  John  W.  Gail  lard,  after  five  months' 
absence  from  complication  of  diseases,  has  re- 
sumed his  duties  much  to  the  pleasure  of  all.  He 
tea  veteran  conductor,  and  carries  his  71  years 
with  a  marked  activity  that  few  of  us  will  ever 
reach  with  his  ability.  He  is  a  remarkable  man 
in  many  ways;  noble,  determined,  but  with  the 
gentleness  of  a  woman.  We  would  love  to  be  his 
counterpart,  and  would  have  no  anxiety  for  the  fu- 
ture. Bag.  Agt.  H.  C.  Twining  at  Wilmington  is 
station  master  in  place  of  Capt.  James  Knight,  the 
lamented. 

The  late  spring  is  playing  havoc  with  our  truck- 
ers, the  possibility  of  frost  causing  no  little  anx- 
iety, for  their  all  is  banked  on  the  crop,  especially 
the  berries  At  Chadbourn  there  is  $0,000  invest- 
ed, but  a  good  frost  will  crush  their  hopes;  while 
a  few  days'  sun  will  cause  them  to  smile  and  greet 
one  pleasantly  when  passing  through  the  threat- 
ened territory.  The  crop  is  about  three  weeks 
Ute.  Last  year  the  first  carload  was  shipped 
April  28.  while  this  year  it  will  be  nearly  the  mid- 
dle of  May  before  they  can  make  an  equal  ship- 
ment.. We  hope  to  be  able  to  receive  gracefully 
the  promised  diamond  when  we  register  at  the 
Hotel  Metropolitan.  St.  Paul,  for  we  have  labored 
faithfully  to  that  end,  and  feel  that  we  have  over- 
come some  o£  the  awkward  attitudes  of  a  dele- 
gate who  has. never  before  delegated. 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  La  Fayettx. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  the  night  of  April  9th  Division  74  gave  their 
tenth  annual  ball.  There  were  over  200  couples  in 
the  grand  march,  aad  you  need  not  wonder  that 
we  cleared  1175.00.  which  sum  went  to  our  Auxil- 
iary. The  ladies  are  entitled  to  their  share  of  the 
credit  for  the  success  of  the  affair,  for  they  worked 
hard  and  their  labors  were  duly  rewarded.  Earl, 
■on  of  Chief  Conductor  and  Mrs.  Paterson.  is  very 
atok  of  scarlet  fever  .but  we  sincerely  hope  that  by 
the  time  this  reaches  you  be  will  be  fully  recov- 
ered. We  are  all  making  a  living,  although  a  slack 
of  business  on  the  Wabash  has  caused  a  few 
Brothers  on  the  slow  board  to  get  out  their  pen- 
oils.  Will  say  for  those  absent  Brothers,  we  would 
Hke  to  have  you  drop  in  on  us  now  and  see  what 
aa  improvement  there  is  in  74  since  the  organisa- 


tion of  the  Auxiliary.  Brother  Paterson  and  wife 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Vincent  expect  to  attend 
the  convention.  Your  correspondent  has  contem- 
plated the  same  trip,  but  at  the  last  moment  his 
application  at  the  bank  was  rejected  and.  of  course, 
stayed  home.  Hope  the  rest  will  enjoy  their  trip  and 
come  back  loaded  with  good  news.  Nothing  fur- 
ther of  interest  for  this  time.  With  kindest  re- 
gards for  all.  A.  F.  Kknnelly. 
Decatur.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Since  Division  378  was  installed,  three  years  ago. 
the  columns  of  the  Conductor  have  been 
burdened  with  a  letter  from  us  only  once.  Our 
then  correspondent.  Brother  R.  L.  Chambers,  re- 
ceived so  many  enconiums  for  the  beautiful  dic- 
tion in  which  that  one  effusion  was  clothed  and' 
taste  in  selection  of  newsy  topics  that  he  felt  him- 
self smothered  with  embarrassment,  from  which 
condition  he  has  been  unable  to  extricate  himself, 
though  a  grateful  Division,  hoping  that  he  would 
repeat,  honored  and  rehonored  him  with  the  ap- 
pointment till  last  December,  when  it  was  decided 
to  make  a  change.  It  was  unanimously  our  opinion 
that  the  man  of  all  men  to  grace  the  position  was 
Brother  W.  B.  Smithers.  yet  the  silence  is  un- 
broken. I  am  of  the  opinion  that  in  this  Division, 
though  enjoying  much  for  which  we  are  truly 
thankful,  there  is  a  drouth  of  writers.  One  thing 
of  which  we  are  justly  proud  is  that  we  are  chuck 
full  of  orators.  Each  Brother  may  lay  just  claim 
to  a  laurel  save  one.  Without  disparagement 
could  be  mentioned  our  Chief  Conductor.  Brother 
Mewshaw.  who  always  speaks  with  the  eloquence 
of  a  Webster  and  the  force  of  an  oracle.  Brother 
W.  P.  Miller,  too,  whose  eloquence  runs  to  charity 
so  convincing  that  when  he  rises  to  move  "that 
this  Division  purchase  the  tickets."  each  Brother 
holds  up  his  right  hand.  In  the  confusion  and 
anxiety  attending  his  burning  words  I  sometimes 
find  myself  holding  up  both  hands.  Brother  M.  M. 
Albright,  from  the  old  dominion,  mother  of  states- 
men and  grandmother  of  presidents,  in  an  orator- 
ical bout  is  never  routed,  reminding  us  of  the  im- 
mortal Clay,  when  the  grand  old  commoner  was  at 
his  best.  We  also  have  Brother  Geo.  M.  Smith, 
from  the  tobacco  fields  of  southern  Maryland,  who. 
in  a  wordy  contest,  whoever  the  foe.  will  be  found 
last  talking.  Nor  must  be  neglected  one  in  whom 
we  feel  special  pride.  W.  B.  Smithers.  I  have 
spoken  of  positive  Smith,  I  now  introduce  compar- 
ative Smithers.  You  must  not  look  for  the  Smith- 
ere'st  one.  he  can  never  be  as  the  superlative  is  ex- 
hausted in  the  comparative.  Brother  Smithers 
also  bails  from  Virginia,  that  dear  old  mother  to 
whom  the  world  owes  so  much,  without  whom 
this  nation  would  have  died  at  its  horning.  Recall 
her  statesmen,  her  orators  whose  wisdom  and  liv- 
ing words  have  their  impress  now  and  will  for  all 
ages  though  long  sinoe  passed  away,  their  im- 
mortal spirits  formed,  aa  ethereal  band  floating; 
and  waiting  till  at  last  as  one  they  winged  them- 
selves into  and  are  reincarnated  In  our  composite 
and  fearless  Brother  Smithers.  So  full  of  faith 
are  we  in  our  champion,  we  believe  that  when 
Demosthenes  and  Asschines  were  engaged  in  the 
struggle  for  the  crown,  that  greatest  of  an  orator- 
ical contests  of  any  age,  had  our  Smithers  been 
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Asschines.  after  the  fames,  the  lightning  and 
thunders  of  conflict  were  over,  he  would  have  been 
discovered  serenely  enthroned  high  above  the 
common  herd,  the  wall  earned  crown  encircling 
Jove-like  brow  and  Demosthenes  in  angnisb  at  his 
feet.  Or  later,  when  Cicero  in  his  effort  to  talk 
the  arch  conspirator  Catallne  oat  of  Rome,  had  be 
been  Cataline.  think  you  he  would  have  submitted 
to  his  enemy,  bluffingly  exclaiming.  "Banished 
from  Rome!  What's  banished  bat  sit  free  from 
daily  contact  with  things  I  loathe."  and  with  a 
side  squint  at  Cicero— skip?  Think  you  he  would 
have  given  Cicero  that  supreme  moment  of  his 
life  when  he  rose  with  clarion  voice  to  exultantly 
proclaim.  "Exit,  ernpit.  evasit?"  No.  he  would 
have  remained  to  his  enemy's  undoing.  Or  com- 
ing down  to  our  own  times  when  Webster  and 
Hayne  engaged  in  wordy  battle  in  the  senate,  had 
he  been  Hayne  would  history  say  that  the  thunders 
of  Webster  had  drowned  his  pigmy  efforts?  No. 
sir,  our  Jupiter  Tonans  would  have  answered 
thunder  with  thunder  and  the  sage  of  Marshfield 
would  have  bowed  his  bead.  Nothing  can  prevail 
if  our  Brother  opposes,  where  absent  and  Brothers 
are  bard  pressed  the  first  to  invoke  his  spirit,  by 
this  ready  help  is  enabled  to  knock  into  smither- 
eens any  head  that  is  up.  You  may  not.  as  I.  have 
sat  under  the  marvelous  voice  of  our  Brother  and 
caught  the  heavy  words  as  they  fell.  Your  heaven 
is  yet  mine,  is  past.  I  had  no  idea  when  I  opened 
to  spread  this  out  so  long  and  senseless  and  effort, 
nor  do  I  wish  to  claim  in  one  edition  all  the  space 
that  might  have  been  ours.  My  object  is  to  ex- 
plain our  long  silence  and  excuse  oar  present  cor- 
respondent. From  one  so  signally  and  specially 
gifted  little  things  cannot  be  expected.  If  in  this  I 
have  referred  to  things  classic,  it  is  by  reason  of  a 
close  and  intimate  association  with  our  Brother 
who  often  addresses  us  in  the  dead  languages,  to 
whom  Latin  and  Greek  are  as  mother  tongues.  No 
news.  Moranon. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Once  more  Division  296  will  give  you  a  few  of 
the  happenings  from  this  part  of  the  world.  Some 
of  the  Brothers,  and  Sisters  too.  are  arranging  to 
attend  the  convention,  and  it  will  be  a  life-long 
regret  to  us  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to 
attend.  Division  256  is  still  short  on  meetings,  on 
account  of  heavy  business,  and  from  present 
prospects  business  will  continue  good  all  summer. 
The  San  Antonio  extension  will  be  finished  in  the 
near  future,  which  will  add  much  to  the  business 
of  the  Katy.  Several  of  the  Brothers  have  gone 
to  Beaumont,  where  they  hope  10  strike  oil,  and 
the  only  barm  I  wish  them  is  that  they  succeed 
beyond  their  most  sanguine  expectations.  Brother 
Landgridge  is  on  passenger  for  a  few  trips,  and  he 
becomes  brass  buttons  and  blue  clothes  "right 
much."  The  Odd  Fellows  of  our  little  city,  to 
which  a  number  of  good  O.  R.  C.  men  belong,  are 
out  on  an  excursion  to  New  Braunfals  today. 
Brother  Harrell  is  captain  of  the  watch  and  did 
himself  proud  with  a  new  bronze-headed  cap. 
Toe  engineer  complained  that  he  stopped  at  every 
station  and  wanted  to  do  local  work.  Several  of 
the  Brothers  are  in  Sedalia  hospital.  Nothing 
serious,  though.    Brother  Edwards'  reinstate- 


ment will  put  Brother  Scanlin  on  local  again. 
Dick's  head  did  not  swell  to  any  great  extent  on 
being  promoted  to  passenger,  so  he  can  read  box- 
car numbers  again  without  much  trouble,  and  will 
please  the  patrons  of  the  road  on  Temple  local  as 
of  old.  There  are  very  few  Order  men  coming 
this  way  looking  for  work  these  days,  which 
argues  well  for  business  all  over  the  country,  but 
to  all  those  who  do  come  this  way  the  latch-string 
is  on  the  outside  of  256  for  them,  with  a  hearty 
welcome  and  something  more  substantial  if 
needed.  [That's  the  spirit!— Ed.]  Hoping  you 
all  have  a  good  and  profitable  time  at  the  Gracd 
Division.  R.  O.  Coor-Pknder. 

Smithville.  Texas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  Macedonian  cry  for  the  old.  disabled,  indi- 
gent conductor  is  still  a  very  prominent  and  im- 
portant subject  of  discussion  in  our  columns,  as  it 
is  entitled  to  be.  If  we  do  our  duty  at  St.  Paul  we 
will  make  some  radical  changes  in  our  insurance 
laws.  In  the  April  Conductor  Brother  Osborn 
cites  a  case  which  has  numberless  parallels 
among  our  Brothers  everywhere.  Many  of  these 
disabled  Brothers  have  been  paying  their  good 
money  into  the  treasury  of  the  Order  for  many 
years,  and  are  as  much  entitled  to  benefits  as  they 
would  be  bad  they  lost  a  leg.  an  eye,  or  any  other 
member  of  their  bodies.  And  yet  they  cannot 
receive  anything.  Are  we  organized  for  commer- 
cial or  fraternal  insurance?  It  sounds  business- 
like, and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  to  hear  the  state- 
ments of  our  officials,  showing  a  full  treasury  and 
a  large  reserve,  but  that  don't  put  life  and  hope 
and  confidence  in  fraternal  institutions,  into  a 
disabled  Brother.  Why,  we  don't  provide  for  our 
disabled  Brother  as  well  as  the  grinding  railroad 
corporation  does.  They  provide  a  crossing  to 
flag,  a  bath-house  to  care  for.  or  some  other  like 
job.  Brother  Runt  touches  the  key-note  when  he 
appeals  for  a  closer  fellowship  with  one  another. 
We  mast  avoid  all  parsimony,  all  selfishness. 
Brother  Beard— may  it  never  grow  less— advocates 
a  very  dangerous  principle,  when  be  says  if  he 
had  bis  way  Brother  Burke  would  represent  Divi- 
sion 217  at  every  Grand  Division  meeting,  ad  in- 
finitum. This  is  something  we  must  fight,  and  our 
motto  must  be  unconditional  surrender.  Our 
forefathers  were  fully  alive  to  the  evils  of  this 
practice,  and  as  a  natural  consequence  our  early 
histofy  shows  that  it  was  shunned.  We  have  too 
many  Brothers  of  sterling  worth  and  capacity  in 
our  Order  to  justify  us  in  conferring  a  life  tenure 
of  office  upon  any  one.  or  more  than  two  terms, 
for  that  matter,  just  because  the  Brother  has  done 
his  duty  and  drawn  his  salary  for  it.  And  another 
thing,  we  are  paying  our  Grand  Chief  Conductor 
too  much  salary.  The  best  he  could  expeet  from 
promotion  from  his  employers  would  be  the  office 
of  trainmaster  or  superintendent,  and  do  any  of 
these  offices  pay  him  wbat  he  draws  from  the 
Order?  Nay,  verily.  Unless  possibly  that  of  divi- 
sion superintendent  on  some  roads.  Too  many  of 
our  delegates  are  regarding  the  Grand  Division 
meeting  as  an  opportunity  for  recreation  and  a 
good  old  time  generally,  instead  of  considering 
very  serious  questions  which  will  come  before 
them.  There  are  matters  of  vital  importance  to 
Digitized  by  LjOO^  IC 


438 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


come  before  the  coming:  session,  sufficient  to  keep 
it  in  session  for  a  solid  month,  if  the  questions 
received  their  proper  recognition.  Brothers, 
don't  lose  sight  of  the  good  of  the  Order.  What- 
ever else  you  do.  let  that  be  your  first  desire. 
Fairbury.  Neb.  Sivart. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

My  pessimistic  rhymes  never  "touched  a  hair." 
I'll  eo  back  to  my  natural  element  again  and  tell  it 
my  natural  way.  I  want  to  ask  some  of  our  dear 
Brothers  a  question  who  are  continually  referring 
to  "piling  up  money  in  our  treasury."  What  do 
you  mean,  anyhow— do  you  know?  It  has  been 
nearly  eight  months  since  I  noted  the  omission  of 
the  line  in  the  G.  S.  and  T.'s  report  of  the  Mutual 
Benefit  Department,  that  says:  "All  approved 
claims  have  been  paid."  I  assume  that  its  omis- 
sion indicates  that  all  approved  claims  are  not 
paid,  and  if  this  be  so  it  is  Indicative  of  but  one 
thing  an  d  that  is.  that  the  Department  has  not  got 
the  money  to  pay  them.  Why?  Can  you  figure? 
Count  the  deaths  and  disabilities  paid  each  month 
and  subtract  them  from  the  premiums  paid  in  and 
you  will  see  the  point.  Aside  from  a  nominal  in- 
terest on  our  reserve  fund,  where  in  the  name  of 
Socrates  do  we  derive  any  other  revenue  except 
the  premiums  paid  on  our  insurance?  The  gen- 
eral fund,  you  say?  Oh.  come  off.  now!  You  know 
very  well  that  the  general  fund  belongs  to  those 
who  don't  carry  insurance  as  well  as  those 
who  do.  and  that  any  effort  to  gobble  that  by  the 
M.  B.  D.  would  promptly  be  met  with  a  holler  of 
fraud. 

No.  you  who  want  pensions  must  understand 
this  fact:  Tbattheyare  not  coining  money  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  neither  are  they  speculating  with  the 
money  we  pay  in  as  Grand  dues  and  premiums  on 
our  insurance,  nor  doing  a  banking  business  by 
which  our  funds  are  developing  into  a  mine  of 
wealth  by  which  they  can  be  made  to  yield  pen- 
sions and  pay  for  a  wider  scope  of  disability. 

Just  keep  this  pasted  in  your  hat:  The  greater 
the  number  who  tap  the  barrel  the  more  water  it 
takes  to  replenish  it.  If  you  increase  the  scope  of 
disability  or  want  to  provide  pensions,  or  want  to 
pay  off  your  old  conductors  on  the  partial  pay- 
ment plan,  just  prepare  yourself  to  dig  down  deep 
in  your  jeans  to  keep  up  the  premiums  that  will 
be  necessary  to  keep  the  barrel  full. 

There  may  be  many  who  will  say  that  they  are 
willing  to  do  this.  Well,  my  Brother,  if  you  are 
really  in  earnest,  you  are  certainly  an  exception 
to  the  common  run  of  humanity.  Just  as  soon  as 
our  assessments  rise  above  a  certain  amount  at 
which  insurance  can  be  bought  elsewhere,  just  so 
soon  our  members  will  drop  O.  R.  C.  insurance 
and  buy  som  ething  cheap  er.  Any  sensible  man  who 
looks  after  his  financial  interests  will  do  this.  It 
is  often  said:  "Our  railroads  pay  pensions:  why 
can't  we?"  Better  get  that  pencil  out  again.  When 
a  line  like  the  Pennsylvania  increases  its  regular 
semi-annual  dividend  of  2'A  per  cent  by  1  per  cent, 
thus  making  a  dividend  of  3&  per  cent  on  a  capi- 
tal stock  of  $151,700,000  or  $5,309,000  for  six  months, 
it  means  a  six  per  cent  rate  for  the  year.  Since 
1893  the  dividends  of  the  Pennsylvania  have  been 
regularly  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum. 
This  line  employs  812  conductors  and  has,  perhaps. 


a  pension  roll  of  20  per  cent  of  this  number,  draw- 
ing at  an  average  of  $30  from  the  company,  as  ac- 
tual retired  conductors.  Our  company,  the  O.  R. 
C.  has  all  conductors  in  it.  It  has  no  revenue  like 
a  railroad  and  its  capital  is  represented  by  the  as- 
sessments levied  and  the  Grand  dues  paid  in. 
Now,  in  view  of  this  fact,  how  can  so  many  blindly 
clamor  for  what  we  have  not  got?  The  principle 
upon  which  our  insurance  operates  is  similar  to 
the  mechanism  of  the  Westinghouse  brake.  We 
are  urged  to  keep  always  in  mind  when  using  the 
brake  that  the  supply  of  air  is  limited.  Of  course 
the  atmosphere  is  one  vast  body  of  it.  but  we  must 
first  get  possession  of  it  through  a  mechanical 
process.  So  our  funds  are  limited  and  we  most 
first  gain  possession  of  them  by  pumping  them 
out  of  the  members  by  assessments  levied  before 
we  can  create  an  amount  that  will  justify  some  of 
the  propositions  that  our  members  are  advocating. 

Now.  a  word  about  salaries  for  our  Grand 
officers.  When  we  hear  those  who  advocate  short 
terms  for  our  Grand  officers  and  less  salary,  we 
can  only  ask  them  to  apply  it  to  ourselves  as  con- 
ductors. How  would  any  of  you  like  the  idea  of 
faithfully  working  your  way  up  the  ladder  to  pass- 
enger and  then  have  to  give  way  to  some  other 
guy  who  had  been  appointed  to  succeed  you? 
That's  different,  you  say?  Well,  it  does  sometimes 
make  a  difference  whose  ox  is  gored,  but  it  is  a 
first-rate  expression  of  selfishness,  if  nothing 
more.  As  to  salary,  some  advocate  that  our  Grand 
Chief's  salary  should  compare  to  that  of  train- 
master. Why?  From  my  knowledge  of  the  duties 
connected  with  theposition  of  trainmaster  I  wish 
to  assure  those  Brothers  who  entertain  such  ideas 
that  the  office  of  trainmaster  or  division  superin- 
tendent on  any  line  of  railway.is  a  sinecure  as  com- 
pared to  the  office  that  Brother  E.  E.  Clark  holds. 
To  be  candid  with  you.  Brothers,  you  are  talking 
through  your  hats.  Your  appreciation  and  imag- 
inations are  all  tangled  up.  You  need  some  one  to 
show  you.  There  is  not  a  single  railway  official  in 
the  United  States  whose  prestige  is  as  great  as 
that  of  our  Grand  Chief  Conductor,  and  whose 
opinions  are  as  generally  sought  as  his.  With  a 
leader  of  such  sound  judgment  as  he  possesses 
and  a  record  for  straight  dealing,  is  it  any  wonder 
that  we  get  about  anything  we  ask  when  we  go  af- 
ter it?  I  presume  some  of  our  Brothers  who  do 
not  understand  the  qualifications  necessary  to  that 
office,  imagine  that  it  is  a  sinecure  and  are  dwell- 
ing upon  the  idea  that  they  want  it  themselves.  If 
this  is  true,  come  out  and  say  so.  like  men.  but 
don't  stand  in  the  bush  and  holler  about  knocking: 
down  wages.  Muskrat. 

Elkhart.  Ind. 

•4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Now  that  the  Grand  Division  meeting  is  close  at 
hand  again  I  see  quite  an  agitation  is  being  gotten 
up  for  a  change  in  some  of  the  offices,  but  so  far  I 
have  not  seen  or  heard  of  any  good  or  sufficient 
reason  for  such  a  course.  And  I  think  without 
some  very  good  reason  there  should  be  no  changes 
made.  I  consider  that  our  officers  have  faithfully 
and  perseveringly  endeavored  to  carry  out  the 
laws  we  have  made  for  their  guidance.  Such  be- 
ing the  case,  I  don't  see  what  more  we  want  of 
them.  It  only  remains  then  for  us  to  assist  and  aid 
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carrying  out  those  laws,  which  it  is  our 
lo  if  we  are  true  and  loyal  Brothers  of  the 
!  Railway  Conductors.  We  must  remem- 
the  O.  R.  C.  is  not  a  monied  corporation. 

its  sole  object  would  be  to  pay  dividends 
who  had  invested  their  money.  Itissome- 
ite  different.  It  is  a  band  of  Brothers  of 
fession.  banded  together  for  mutual  aid 
tflt  to  each  other  in  every  honorable,  hon- 
egitimate  way;  and  when  it  ceases  to  carry 
e  principles  it  fails  in  the  object  for  which 
nstituted.  As  Brothers  we  induced  the 
fficers  to  give  up  their  former  positions  to 
he  offices  they  occupy,  thus  losing  all 
promotion  in  the  service  of  the  railways 
ich  they  were  connected.  Had  they  re- 
in railway  service  and  given  the  same  at- 
to  duty  that  they  have  to  the  Order  of 

Conductors  they  might  today  be  in  far 
icrative  positions  and  drawing  salaries 
rger  than  they  can  ever  expect  to  get  from 
.  C.  These  being  facts  which  no  one  can 
t  should  be  very  careful  about  throwing 
od  and  true  Brothers  out  to  commence 

water  boys  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and 
».  Please  don't  forget  that  the  age  limit, 
am  sure  no  Brother  approves  of.  will  not 
ese  Brothers  to  even  become  water  boys, 
smember  our  obligation,  and  unless  some 
ious  cause  presents  itself  against  an  officer, 
ing  the  sacrifice  he  has  made,  we  should 
bim  in  his  office.  Don't  for  any  sake  let 
Jism.  or  any  other  isms,  or  delegations 
r  state  or  Canada  cause  divisions  among 
ibers.  But.  let  all  go  and  transact  the  busi- 

one  man;  a  band  of  Brothers  joined  to- 
or  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  num- 
lon't  believe  in  caucuses,  either  Canadian, 
district,  but  let  all  bring  their  business 
f  before  the  Grand  Division  and  there  de- 
nd  let  it  stand  or  fall  as  a  whole,  with  no 
of  franchise.  I  think  at  every  third  Grand 
i  is  often  enough  for  a  general  revision  of 

of  the  Order.  Two  meetings  should  be 
ugh  with  in  about  three  days  each,  and 
;  third  be  prolonged  for  a  general  revision 
ws.  Remember  that  three  days  session  of 
id  Division  costs  more  than  the  salaries  of 
3rand  Officers  put  together  for  a  whole 
Jambs  Ogilvib. 

ton,  Ont. 

tail  way  Conductor: 

i  time  we  receive  The  Conductor  for  this 
iur  delegates  will  be  in  session  at  the 
Hvision.  and  they  will  be  wrestling  with 
iy  knotty  problems  that  have  been  pre- 
br  their  consideration.  With  such  propo- 
s  the  home  for  the  old  conductor,  senior- 
limit,  district  representation,  the  insur- 
d  many  other  important  questions,  there 
much  use  of  making  any  suggestions 
ime  on  any  of  the  above  questions.  But  as 
vision  has  selected  as  their  delegate,  the 
iterial  for  that  office  that  could  be  found, 
have  co  fear  that  all  questions  would  be 
ed  and  wisely  passed  upon.  Now,  that  is 
ng  of  the  Brothers  of  Division  170  as  their 
;  and  alternate.  L.  E.  Sheppard  and  J.  S. 


Kelly,  after  attending  all  meetings  of  our  Division 
and  paid  strict  attention  to  all  communications 
which  contained  any  suggestions  for  the  better- 
ment of  our  noble  Order,  they  go  with  full  knowl- 
edge and  with  free  hands  to  work  to  that  interest, 
and  we  wish  them  a  God-speed  and  good  results 
from  their  work.  The  boys  of  170  would  have  been 
heartily  in  favor  of  sending  Brother  iClapp  to  the 
convention  in  addition  to  Brothers  Sheppard  and 
Kelly,  for  he  could  have  given  the  officers  and 
members  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  speech 
on  political  economy  and  the  elevation  of  the 
laboring  man  to  congressman,  senators,  members 
of  the  cabinet— yes.  and  even  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  that  they  had  everjlistened  to. 
Now,  Brothers,  if  you  have  the  least  doubt  as  to 
Brother  Ciapp's  ability  on  this  subject,  just  ask 
Asst.  G.  C  C.  H.  Wilkins.  whom  welhadlthe  pleas- 
ure of  having  at  our  regular  meeting  on  Sunday. 
March  27th.  He  gave  us  a  nice  talk  which  was  full 
of  information,  as  there  were  two  'candidates  in 
waiting,  be  performed  the  work  in  such!a  manner 
that  it  will  leave  an  everlasting-impression,  not 
only  on  the  candidates  but  on  all  members  that 
were  present,  and  those  that  were  not  present 
missed  a  treat— no.  I  don't  mean  a  drink,  but  a 
lesson  on  our  duty  as  conductors  Ito  one  another 
and  citizens.  First,  by  Asst.  G.  C.  Wilkins.  who 
was  followed  by  visiting  Brothers  Dougherty  of 
.  162.  and  Fitch  of  204,  also  by  BrotherslClapp.  Shep- 
pard. Dugan,  Wallace,  Clark  and  McClure  of  170. 
You  who  do  not  attend  your  Division  meetings 
just  grace  us  with  your  presence  once  and  I  assure 
you  after  the  close  of  that  meeting  you  will  be 
sure  to  be  a  regular  attendant.  Brother  Mason 
missed  the  meeting  of  April  21st,  but  since  he  has 
moved  into  the  country  and  has  given!up!shooting 
the  bones,  which  he  is  an  expert  at.  fori' shooting 
the  hens  to  make  them  lay  we  cannot  expect  to 
see  bim  so  often  as  he  is  doing  a  big  business  in 
eggs  at  the  present  and  wishes  the  patronage  of  all 
Brothers  in  this  line.  It  is  with  much  pleasure  we 
have  just  learned  of  the  promotion  of  I  Brother 
W.  J.  Brennan  from  yard  master  in  Atlantic  City  to 
-  the  position  of  station  master  at  that  point.  As 
we  all  know  full  well  the  practical  ability  of 
Brother  Brennan.  we  have  no  fear  butlthat  he  will 
be  able  to  handle  the  Immense  travel  which  goes 
to  that  great  seashore  resort.  We  wish  you  much 
luck  in  your  new  position.  Brother  Brennan.  In 
conclusion.  I  would  say  to  all  Brothers  who  come 
this  way  we  would  be  much  pleased  to  see  you  and 
the  time  you  spend  with  us  will  be  much  appreci- 
ated. J.  A.  C. 
Camden.  N.  J. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  usual  Division  206  is  in  line:  her  members  all 
eager  to  attend  the  next  meeting,  and  wiih  a  few 
exceptions  all  the  boys  come  to  the  Division. 
Such  interest  is  a  thing  to  be  proud  of.  Going 
over  the  city  to  drum  up  a  quorum  is  a  thing  un- 
heard of  by  members  here.  On  the  6th  of  last 
month  our  boys  attended  a  banquet  given  by  the 
Ladies  Auxiliary,  commemorating  the  anniver- 
sary of  their  organization.  Taking  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  offered  the  conductors  presented 
to  the  ladies  an  elegant  roll-top  desk.  For  some 
time  the  ladies  have  had  the  .  use  ofithe  conduc- 
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tors'  desk.  It  was  rather  an  embarrassing  posi- 
tion to  be  placed  in.  as  Brother  Sheehan  demanded 
in  rather  an  abrupt  manner  the  return  of  the  keys 
held  by  the  lad  .?s  belonging  to  the  conductors. 
As  the  officers  of  the  Auxiliary  delivered  the 
property  to  Brother  Sheehan.  Brother  Riley 
ascended  the  platform  and  in  a  few  well-chosen 
remarks  presented  to  the  ladies  the  desk  referred 
to.  It  was  surprise  after  surprise.  After  a  pro- 
fusion of  thanks,  etc..  all  repaired  to  the  dining 
hall,  where  an  elegant  supper  had  been  prepared. 
The  tables  were  groaning  under  the  weight  they 
were  carrying,  consisting  of  everything  good  that 
an  epicurean's  heart  could  desire.  An  offering  of 
thanks  to  the  Supreme  Conductor  by  Brother 
Sheehan  preceded  the  seating  of  the  ravenous  set. 
After  masticating  quite  a  sufficiency  the  Brothers 
and  Sisters  returned  to  the  Division  room,  where 
they  spent  the  rest  of  an  already  enjoyable  evening 
tripping  the  light  fantastic.  All  praise  and  credit  is 
due  the  President.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Castles,  and  the  Sec- 
retary. Mrs.  Ashley,  together  with  other  members 
of  the  Auxiliary,  for  the  brilliant  manner  in  which 
they  handled  such  a  huge  undertaking.  On  leav- 
ing the  hall  for  their  various  homes  everyone  was 
congratulating  himself  over  being  so  fortunate  as 
to  have  been  present.  Inasmuch  as  your  humble 
servant  was  present  will  say.  ladies,  that  you  de- 
serve great  credit. 

Since  writing  my  last  letter  we  have  lost  through 
dismissal,  our  Brother  W.  B.  Cowan.  Sectional 
collision  was  the  cause.  Brother  Cowan  has  left 
for  Denver,  where  he  expects  to  find  employment. 
We  commend  him  to  the  Brothers  of  the  west  and 
hope  to  be  able  within  a  short  time  to  chronicle 
his  good  luck.  Brother  Taylor  has  reason  to  be 
proud— It  is  a  girl,  and  Cal  has  had  his  moustache 
shaved  off  so  he  can  kiss  her.  He  looks  like  a  real 
papa  now. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  shape  of  business  on  this 
part  of  the  I.  C.  It  is  a  hand  to  mouth  fight  for  a 
living,  with  only  three  crews  in  chain  gang  from 
here  to  St.  Louis,  and  not  one  of  them  making 
more  than  $45  00  per  month.  It  causes  one  to 
meditate  upon  the  sad  vicissitudes  of  life.  If  any 
Brother  can  give  information  as  to  where  business 
is  good  would  like  him  to  write  the  details  to 
Brother  Sheehan.  Secretary  206.  He  will  hand 
same  to  some  Brother  here  on  the  I.  C.  Brother 
Haley  has  returned  from  Hot  Springs  verv  much 
improved  in  health.  Glad  you  are  with  us  again, 
Pat.  and  trust  that  the  improvement  will  be  per- 
manent. Brother  Church  is  again  on  bis  regular 
local  passenger  between  here  and  St.  Louis. 
Brother  T.  J.  Murphy  resumes  his  place  on  the 
fast  freight.  Clinton  to  East  St.  Louis,  opposite 
Brothers  Lawson  and  Kennedy.  They  make  a 
good  trio.  The  following  members  of  206  will 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division:  Broth- 
ers Sheehan.  delegate:  Schmidt,  permanent  mem- 
ber; Ashley.  Roberts.  Holiday  and  Mahler.  This 
aggregation  will  no  doubt  warm  things  up  on 
arrival  at  St.  Paul.  Brother  Sheehan  will  have  his 
hands  full  looking  to  the  welfare  of  those  that  ac- 
company him.  I  am.  however,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  he  is  equal  to  the  occasion.  Brother 
Harry  Hobbs  waa  on  last  meeting  elected  to  the 
office  of  A.  C.  C.  vice  Brother  John  Keemer  ad- 
vanced to  C.  Cm  vice  Brother  Knox,  resigned. 
Since  writing  my  last  letter,  in  which  I  touched 


upon  the  question  of  state  legislation.  I  have  bad 
the  pleasure  of  calling  upon  State  Senator 
Thomas  Meehan.  After  the  usual  formalities 
had  been  gone  through.  I  asked  the  Senator 
what  laws,  if  any.  had  been  enacted  at  this 
session  in  the  interest  of  the  railroad  em- 
ploye. He  looked  somewhat  surprised,  bat 
after  a  moment's  time  answered  that  nothing— ab- 
solutely nothing,  had  been  done  for  the  railroad 
man.  That  they  had  had  no  representative  at  the 
House  to  ask  for  anything,  therefore,  nothing  had 
been  done.  I  then  asked  the  gentleman  what  be 
thought  would  be  the  briefest  possible  manner  for 
the  different  railway  organizations  of  this  state  to 
pursue  in  order  to  receive  recognition  at  the 
hands  of  our  august  body  of  law  makers.  Senator 
Meehan  suggested  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
first  pick  a  good  man  from  our  ranks, regardless  of 
political  affiliations.  Show  him  that  you  have 
90.000  votes  within  the  state,  after  which  it  will  be 
an  easy  matter  to  elect  your  choice  to  a  seat 
either  in  the  legislature  or  in  the  senate,  from 
which  place  it  will  not  prove  a  difficult  matter  to 
present  your  wants  before  the  different  members 
and  various  committees.  He  states  that  such  pro- 
ceeding will  be  less  expensive  than  a  committee 
of  lobbyists  and  the  results  more  effective,  at 
least  this  course  has  been  and  is  being  pursued  by 
railroads,  other  large  corporations,  doctors,  mer- 
chants, farmers  and  nearly  every  other  class  of 
men  except  the  railroad  employe.  Thanking  Sena- 
tor Meehan  for  his  kindness  in  furnishing  me  with 
such  valuable  information.  I  turned  to  leave  him 
when  be  remarked  that  he  was  our  friend  and 
would  be  glad  to  have  me  call  again.  He  re- 
minded me  of  the  fact  that  it  was  sheer  folly  to 
pay  attention  to  the  many  promises  made  by  can- 
didates making  stump  speeches,  etc. 

Have  we  not  already  had  cause  for  regret  in  the 
promises  made  us  during  the  last  city  and  state  elec- 
tion? Is  there  one  of  our  number  holding  an  appoint- 
ment that  was  promised  during  the  campaign? 
Our  people  virtually  control  the  election  of  this 
city  and  in  lieu  of  promises  lend  their  support  and 
after  the  fight  has  been  made  the  railroad  man  is 
right  where  he  was  at  the  start.  So  much  for 
promises.  Brothers,  the  time  for  action  has  ar- 
rived. What  you  have  done  for  others  yon  can 
certainly  do  for  yourself.  Make  up  your  mind  to 
come  to  the  point.  Place  less  confidence  in  out- 
siders and  more  in  your  Brother's  behalf,  for  has 
he  not  obligated  himself  to  protect  you  and  yours? 
Just  try  one  of  them.  Choose  one  from  our  noble 
Order,  elect  him  to  office  and  I  dare  say  that  it 
will  not  be  long  before  good  results  will  follow. 
State  legislation  is  the  secret  of  our  wants,  .and  is 
the  only  feasible,  economical  way  for  us  to  reach 
the  path  of  beneficence.  As  stated  in  my  previous 
letters  it  is  little  use  to  stand  on  street  corners  and 
condemn  matters  that  are  of  such  vitalimportance 
to  the  conductors  as  individuals,  as  well  as  a  body. 
That  we  have  an  able  organization  goes  without 
comment,  but  in  order  to  protect  the  O.  R.  C. 
something  has  to  be  done,  and  there  is  no  way.  in 
my  opinion,  better  than  resorting  to  state  legis- 
lation for  the  object  in  view.  I  hope  before  long 
to  be  able  to  say  that  delegates  from  all  the  Divi- 
sions within  the  state  have  been  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  steos  in  the  matter  quoted  above. 
"Chicago."  I  would  like  to  have  assistance  from 
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yon  as  a  representative  from  the  largest  city  in  the 
state.  I  appreciate  your  ability  as  a  writer  and 
am  snre  your  sayings  have  considerable  weight. 
"Veritas"  is  also  right  in  line.  Too  bad  he  is  not 
with  us  in  this  state,  but  then  Kentucky  would  be 
a  heaTy  loser,  so  I  am  content  to  let  "Veritas"  re- 
main away  to  fight  the  battle  within  his  own  do- 
main. It  is  the  opinion  of  all  with  whom  I  have 
spoken  that  state  legislation  is  paramount  to  other 
questions,  such  as  the  home.  etc..  that  are  placed 
before  us  each  month  in  The  Conductor. 

Brother  H.  Scott  Castles  has  resigned  his  posi- 
tion as  chief  of  police  of  this  city,  an  office  he  has 
held  for  the  past  four  years.  Understand  he  con- 
templates moving  to  California.  Sorry  to  lose 
you.  Scott,  and  sincerely  trust  that  prosperity  will 
crown  your  efforts  in  your  new  field  of  labor.  Mr. 
W.  T.  Engles  was  the  one  that  was  initiated  into 
our  Order  last  meeting.  He  says  it  may  be  sport 
for  the  onlookers,  but  not  at  all  enjoyable  to  the 
candidate.  Says  be  cannot  understand  why  peo- 
ple persist  in  giving  "lap  orders."  Will  is  a  nice 
fellow  and  good  material— the  last  one  in  our  dis- 
trict (so  far)  that  is  eligible. 

We  are  now.  with  one  exception,  a  large  family 
of  conductors,  all  working  harmoniously  in  the  in- 
terest of  one  another.  I  sincerely  trust  that  such 
state  of  good  feeling  and  brotherly  love  exists  in 
all  the  Divisions.  Of  coarse  there  are  times  when 
we  have  troubles  but  they  are  always  settled  sat- 
isfactorily before  arriving  at  the  point  of  serious- 
ness. We  have  a  good  many  Brothers  on  the  C.  P. 
&  St.  L..  running  out  of  this  city,  that  virtually  ig- 
nore our  meeting  days.  Be  careful,  boys:  you  may 
want  something  before  long.  It  will  then  be  rath- 
er embarassing  to  ask  for  it  in  the  Division.  The 
weather  is  good,  now,  and  there  is  really  no  ex- 
cuse for  your  remaining  away.  Attend  your  meet- 
ings, the  regulars  will  gladly  welcome  you,  and 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  your  questioning  a 
Brother  relative  to  what  took  place  last  Sunday. 
Brother  Lamont  is  still  holding  down  the  Bluff 
Line  local. 

Brothers  Nash.  Mahler,  Anderson.  Hobbs,  Mack. 
Leary  and  Commodore  Sheehan  are  all  getting 
rich  on  the  C.  P.  &  St.  L.  We  have  only  a  small 
representation  on  lines  entering  this  city  other 
than  the  C.  P.  &  St,  L.  and  I.  C.  There 
is  some  talk  of  the  latter  road  starting 
gravel  trains  in  the  near  future.  Broth- 
ers Ingram  and  McCann  are  the  ones  on 
local  between  here  and  East  St.  Louis,  while 
Brother  Jordan  is  working  daily  on  the  "coal  jag." 
from  Bast  St.  Louis  to  Olen  Carbon  and  return. 
Brother  French  and  your  humble  servant  are  in 
the  chain  gang,  Springfield  to  East  St.  Louis,  and 
doing  well— "nit."  All  crews  except  the  two  lo- 
cals are  to  run  from  Clinton  to  East  St.  Louis,  and 
Springfield,  as  a  division  terminal,  will  be  a  thing 
of  the  past.  The  change  is  even  worse  than  a 
hardship  from  several  points  of  view.  In  the 
first  place,  there  is  not  house  room  enough  in 
Clinton  to  accommodate  one  full  train  crew.  Sec- 
ond, there  is  no  layover  at  East  St.  Louis.  Third, 
the  men  are  not  making  enough  money  each 
month  to  defray  actual  expense  of  home  living. 
(The  men  livinghere  will  be  kept  away  from  home 
all  the  time,  and  thereby  be  forced  to  keep  up  two 
expense  accounts,  while  there  is  not  enough  busi- 
ness to  satisfy  one.)  The  cutting  of  Chicago  and 


Springfield  divisions  is  given  as  cause  for  making 
the  change. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Taylor  has  been  appointed  trainmas- 
ter and  Mr.  F.J.  Bechely.  assistant  trainmaster  of 
this  division.  Mr.  E.  B.  Coapman,  who  formerly 
held  the  office,  is  now  located  at  Needles,  Cal.,  as 
trainmaster. 

Ere  this  is  in  print  the  Grand  Division  will  have 
convened.  I  trust  that  much  good  will  result  aad 
after  all  the  knotty  problems  have  been  solved 
that  the  delegat*  as  a  whole  will  enjoy  them- 
selves on  the  different  excursions  that  are  to  be 
furnished.  In  closing,  will  say  again  that  our  del- 
egate. Commodore  Sheehan.  be  taken  care  of. 

Springfield.  111.  Jblp. 

Bditor  Railway  Conductor: 

Statement  of  receipts  for  the  Home  during  the 
month  of  April.  1901: 

O.  R.  C.  DIVISIONS. 

AMT.  NO. 

 S  5  00  280  

  24  00  293   

  12  00  299  

  3  00  306   3  00 

  5  00  386   12  00 


NO. 
44.. 
114.. 
195.. 
217.. 
253.. 


AMT. 

3! 


Total  S83  00 

B.  of  R.  T.  Lodges  S  57  44 

B.  of  L.  E.  Divisions   38  Sf 

B.  of  L.  F.  Lodges   20  00 

L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T.  Lodges   1300 

MISELLANEOUS. 

Proceeds  of  ball  given  by  B.  R.  T.  58  and  L. 

A.  T.  175  $20  00 

Grand  Total  SZ31  94 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Mrs.  A.  Jones.  Highland  Park.  111.,  comfortable 

and  choice  reading  matter. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Conger.  Highland  Park.  111.,  choice  read- 
ing matter. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.  111.     S.  &  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Having  just  finished  reading  The  Conductor 
and  finding  therein  so  much  that  was  interesting 
and  instructive.  I  feel  that  I  would  like  to  say 
many  commendable  things  of  our  Order,  our  jour- 
nal and  of  those  who  have,  by  their  level  beads  and 
good  judgment,  made  the  O.  R.  C.  the  banner  la- 
bor organization  of  the  times. 

In  a  few  short  weeks  our  legislators  will 
ble  at  St.  Paul  for  the  purpose  of  formulating  i 
laws,  amending  old  ones  and  legislating  generally 
for  the  good  of  the  Order.  There  are  some  knotty 
questions  to  be  decided,  as  we  all  know  who  have 
been  regularly  reading  The  Conductor,  but  we 
feel  sure  that  the  picked  body  of  men  furnished 
by  the  different  Divisions  all  over  the  country  are 
well  able  to  intelligently  decide  any  question 
brought  up  before  them. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  increase  in  at- 
tendance and  more  enthusiasm  being  shown  by 
the  Brothers  of  Division  205  generally.  We  initi- 
ated one  candidate  last  meeting  and  balloted  on 
two  more.  This  due  to  the  diligence  of  Brothers 
C.  M.  Cobb  and  J.  G.  Kornegay.  They  are  hustlers 
and  no  mistake.  Something  was  said  about  send- 
ing a  wheelbarrow  brigade  after  Brother  R.  G. 
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Woddy  on  meeting  days  as  we  need  him.  He  is  a 
drawing  card,  popular  with  all.  even  the  ladies; 
has  a  good  word  for  everybody  and  a  good  answer 
to  any  question  put  to  him.  We  don't  like  for  him 
to  miss  a  meeting,  hence  the  above.  He  says  he 
can  tear  up  his  card,  his  receipt  for  dues  and  for- 
get the  password,  but  is  O.  R.  C.  just  the  same, 
from  top  to  bottom  and  all  the  way  around.  (The 
distance  is  about  the  same  either  way.) 

Having  lost  my  rights  I  will  side  track  and  wait 
for  the  return  special  from  St.  Paul.       W.  J.  L. 

Portsmouth.  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  my  last  letter  to  you  I  predicted  that  Division 
108  had  taken  on  a  new  lease  of  life  and  an  increase 
of  membership  would  be  the  result.  That  this  has 
come  to  pass  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  at  the 
end  of  March.  1901.  Division  108  registered  eight 
new  members,  who  have,  taken  upon  themselves 
the  obligation  to  live  up  to  the  tenets  of  the 
Order.  When  those  who  are  not  members  of  the 
Order  consider  how  much  is  to  be  gained  by  being 
a  member  of  the  Order,  and  they  see  what  results 
are  obtained,  it  is  but  meet  and  proper  that  our 
membership  should  increase.  The  members  of 
Division  108.  in  their  daily  routine  of  life,  walk  in 
the  path  of  the  golden  rule.  "Do  unto  others  as  you 
would  have  others  do  unto  you,"  and  this  good- 
fellowship  and  brotherly  love  being  observed  by 
otners.  they  long,  wish  for  and  become  members. 
Among  the  other  things  that  are  interesting  to  the 
members  of  Division  108  are  the  oratorical  pro- 
ductions of  the  members  delegated  to  the  meet- 
ing, and  as  a  consequent  result  it  means  the  en- 
lightenment of  the  members.  One  of  the  best  ef- 
forts in  this  direction  was  an  address  by  Brother 
Mark  Smith,  of  this  Division,  his  subject  being. 
"The  True  Character  of  an  O.  R.  C."  He  handled 
the  subject  gracefully  and  with  ease,  expounded 
the  good  traits  that  are  necessary  to  portray  his 
true  character  and  wound  up  by  explaining  the  re- 
quirements necessary  to  command  the  respect  of 
all  mankind.  It  certainly  was  an  oratorical  treat. 

The  next  orator  slated  is  Brother  Wash.  Rock- 
well, and  his  theme  will  be.  "What  Are  the  Bene- 
fits to  be  Derived  as  a  Member  of  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors?"  The  boys  are  looking  for- 
ward with  a  great  deal  of  expectancy  for  Brother 
Rockwell  is  looked  upon  as  the  Socrates  of  Divi- 
sion 108.  On  April  1st.  1901.  your  correspondent,  as 
a  member  of  the  "Oh.  Why "  of  No.  105.  L.  A.  O.  R.  C. 
had  the  pleasure  of  assisting  at  the  conferring  of 
this  degree  upon  Brothers  Jewett,  McLaurin  and 
Smith,  all  members  of  Division  108.  At  the  hour 
of  seven  in  the  evening,  we  repaired  to  the  resi- 
dence of  Sister  R.  W.  Smith,  on  Burgundy  street, 
near  Touro  street,  where  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed. One  of  the  features  of  the  evening  was  a 
fainting  scene  indulged  in  by  Brother  McLaurin. 
who.  when  called  upon  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, fainted.  In  a  short  while,  however,  he  was 
brought  to.  and  after  a  little  nourishment  was  able 
to  go  on  with  the  ceremony.  Brother  Jewett  stood 
on  his  head  for  about  ten  seconds  in  appreciation 
of  his  having  become  a  member  of .  this  degree, 
and  kindly  donated  five  dollars  to  the  poor  fund  of 
this  degree.  Brother  Smith  was  speechless  at  the 
grandeur  of  this  degree  and  he  wanted  to  give  the 


ladies,  for  the  benefit  of  their  fund,  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars,  wishing  to  exceed  the  amount  given  by 
Brother  Jewett.  and  to  his  dismay  found  but  one 
dollar  and  fifteen  cents  in  bis  trousers'  pockets. 
After  extending  the  right  hand  of  good  fellowship 
to  the  new  members,  a  sumptuous  repast  was  in- 
dulged in.  which  had  been  prepared  by  No.  105. 
L.  A.  O.  R.  C.  This  Auxiliary,  like  Division  108.  is 
making  good  headway.  Their  attendance  is  good 
and  the  members  are  in  earnest  in  all  their  under- 
takings. They  are  a  blessing  to  Division  108.  May 
success  always  crown  their  efforts.  With  more 
encouraging  news  in  the  future.  I  am. 
New  Orleans.  La.  Maronb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  our  last  regular  meeting  I  was  elected  corre- 
spondent representing  Division  1.  The  position 
was  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  our  highly 
esteemed  Brother  B.  B.  Ray,  who  has  just  received 
his  commission  as  paymaster  for  the  U.  S.  Army, 
with  orders  to  report  at  Manila.  P.  I.,  in  the  near 
future.  No.  1  regrets  to  lose  so  active  a  member 
as  Brother  Ray.  but  extends  congratulations  on 
his  good  fortune  in  being  appointed  to  such  a  re- 
sponsible position.  Brother  Ray  and  wife  depart 
the  last  week  in  May  for  San  Francisco.  No.  1 
joins  in  wishing  them  a  safe  journey  and  a  pros- 
perous future.  Chgo. 

Chicago.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

After  reading  carefully  the  Fraternal  depart- 
ment in  our  Conductor  for  April.  I  am  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  the  boys  are  terribly  in  earnest 
about  some  things,  and  if  I  reckon  aright  they  are 
going  to  "make  a  spoon  or  spile  a  horn"  at  St.  Paul, 
Well .  let  them  go  It.  I  am  willing  to  trust  the  boys 
all  the  time,  only  I  hope  they  will  not  take  a  no- 
tion to  cut  the  Grand  Chief's  salary,  for  I  may 
want  to.be  Grand  Chief  myself  some  day.  and 
when  I  am  I  want  good  pay.  If.  when  they  get  to 
St.  Paul,  they  want  to  cut  someone's  salary,  let 
them  take  a  fall  out  of  some  such  fellows  as  Rock- 
efeller. J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  Carnegie,  Mark 
Hanna.  and  so  on.  But  do  I  understand  someone 
to  say  they  couldn't  do  that?  Why?  I  say,  why 
can't  they  do  it?  Just  stop  and  think  for  a  few  mo- 
ments and  see  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  they  made  it 
possible  for  them  to  draw  such  princely  salaries. 
I  say  they  did  it.  and  they  did  it  by  their  votes.  It 
makes  no  diffenence  what  you  are,  democrat  or 
republican,  you  have  by  your  votes  formulated 
and  perpetuated  the  present  form  of  government 
—a  government  by  representation,  and  such  a  gov- 
ernment makes  it  possible  for  a  few  to  draw 
princely  incomes  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  If 
you  did  that  by  your  votes— and  you  surely  did— 
you  can  undo  it  by  your  votes.  It's  a  poor  rule  that 
will  not  work  both  ways;  so  boys,  after  you  have 
had  a  good  time  at  St.  Paul— at  our  expense,  of 
course,  and  Brother  Osborn  has  let  the  contract 
for  our  home.  Brother  John  Dwyer  has  moved 
Brother  Clark  and  staff  to  Washington,  D.  C.  and 
procured  a  lot  of  the  old  "cons"  government  jobs 
and  the  balance  of  you  have  gotten  your  legisla- 
tive committees  fixed  up  and  our  insurance  laws 
changed  to  suit  all  of  you.  why.  just  take  a  crack 
at  some  of  those  fellows'  salaries  that  I  have  called 
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your  attention  to.  How  can  yon  do  it?  Why.  it's 
the  simplest  thine  in  the  world.  Those  of  you 
who  understand  the  principles  of  direct  legisla- 
tion get  up  and  explain  it  to  the  convention  and 
your  grand  children  will  call  you  blessed.  Direct 
legislation  is  the  thing  you  want,  and  it  is  the  only 
kind  of  legislation  that  will  ever  do  you  any  good. 
Louisville.  Ky.  Vbritas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

April  Conductor  received  and  contents  read 
from  cover  to  cover.  I  notice  the  general  tone  of 
the  correspondents'  letters  is  for  a  home  for  the 
unfortunate,  worthy  O.  R.  C.  man.  Well,  we  are 
not  all  born  financiers  and  bankers,  hence  some 
worthy  man.  through  no  fault  of  bis  own,  is  bound 
to  come  to  want  in  his  evening  of  life:  therefore.  I 
believe  if  a  committee,  composed  of  the  five  grand 
chiefs  of  tbe  railroad  labor  organizations,  would 
bold  a  meeting  and  go  before  the  general  man- 
agers' association  at  their  annual  meeting, 
they  would  give  us  such  aid  as  is  within  the 
bounds  of  reason  and  would  create  a  permanent 
fund  to  keep  it  alive  for  all  time  to  come,  for  it  is 
through  these  rigid  rules  that  the  conductors  are 
confronted  with  this  important  question  of  having 
to  take  care  of  the  worthy,  faithful  conductor  in 
bia  evening  of  life.  I  believe  if  they  were  asked  to 
belp  this  movement  they  would  take  a  hand.  So 
much  for  the  home. 

Since  I  have  been  living  in  Washington  I  have 
learned  that  railroad  labor  is  not  represented  in 
the  government  employ  in  proportion  to  other 
classes  of  labor.  I  ask  myself:  What  is  the  reason 
-of  this?  In  the  first  place  they  are  active  voters. 


but  no  place  hunters,  as  they  are  very  independ- 
ent in  manners  and  the  other  fellow  gets  tbe  job, 
for  he  says  he  has  railroad  friends.  If  our  Order 
would  look  up  this  matter  they  could  find  lots  of 
places  for  the  worthy  O.  R.  C.  man  knocked  out  by 
the  rigid  railroad  rules.  But  I  find  that  the  bump 
of  selfishness  is  at  present  too  well  developed  in 
rank  and  file  of  the  O.  R.  C.  and  will  not  devote  an 
hour  to  writing  his  senator  or  congressman  to  see 
if  he  can  not  find  some  kind  of  a  job  in  Uncle 
Sam's  service  for  our  worthy,  loyal  Brother.  If 
this  policy  were  pursued  we  would  relieve  the 
wants  at  present  until  such  time  as  the  railroad 
owners  would  contribute  to  a  fund  to  take  care  of 
the  worthy  O.  R.  C.  man.  While  walking  down 
Pennsylvania  avenue  it  struck  me  the  railroad 
passenger  stations  were  on  the  "bum"  and  out  of 
harmony  with  the  other  fine  buildings  in  this  great 
city.  I  met  an  old  colored  man  and  struck  up  a 
conversation  with  him.  Lasked  him  how  old  he 
was.  "Well.  sah.  I  is  sixty  years  old:  I  was  bohn 
hea."  I  asked  him  if  he  remembered  when  tbe  B. 
&  O.  passenger  station  was  built.  "No,  sab:  that 
old  shack  has  been  thar  evah  since  I  can  remem- 
ber. Why.  Abraham  Lincoln  came  to  town  through 
that  old  shack,  sah.  I  wish.  sah.  these  labor  men 
would  come  heah;  those  are  the  kind  of  men  that 
makes  the  government  open  their  strong  box  of 
cash  and  business  men  follow  suit.  sah.  and  makes 
Washington,  sah.  a  good  town.  sah.  for  all  kinds 
of  labor  as  well  as  government  employes,  sah." 

Division  378  is  going  to  give  an  excursion  to 
Marshall  Hall  on  the  Potomac  river.  We  expect  to 
have  a  good  time.  J.  Dwybr. 

Washington.  D.  C. 


THE  LETTER  HE  DID  WOT  nAIL. 

[Tobacco  Worker. J 


As  he  left  the  house  in  the  morning. 
Said  his  wife:  "  Here's  a  letter  to  mail; 

And  see  that  you  don't  forget  it ! " 
So  he  told  her.  of  course,  he'd  not  fail. 

As  he  placed  it  into  his  pocket 
Tbe  address  on  the  letter  he  saw. 

And  the  name  of  it  was  somewhat  familiar- 
It  was  that  of  bis  motber-in-law. 

And  then  a  grim  fact  he  remembered. 

Tbat  bis  wife  bad  threatened  to  send 
And  invite  her  to  make  a  long  visit— 

What  else  could  this  letter  portend? 

A  look  of  profound  resolution 

Did  over  his  features  prevail: 
For  a  week  it  reposed  in  bis  pocket— 

The  letter  be  did  not  mail. 


Then  one  evening,  when  borne  returning. 

He  met  his  dear  wife  at  the  door. 
Who  asked  if  he'd  mailed  tbat  letter 

She  gave  him  the  week  before. 

He  told  her,  of  course,  he  had  mailed  it, 
"Then  it's  very  peculiar."  said  she, 

"For  I'd  written  before  to  mother 
To  ask  her  to  visit  me. 

"And  that  letter  was  to  inform  her 
I'd  rather  she'd  wait  till  next  fall: 

But  here  she  arrived  this  morning- 
She  never  received  it  at  all!" 

Until  he  was  alone  he  waited. 
Then  kicked  himself  like  a  flail. 

And  tore  into  uttermost  atoms 
The  letter  he  did  not  mail. 
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MUTUAL.  AND  FRATERNAL  IN- 
SURANCE. 

Certificate  —  Designation  —  Provided  Who 
May  Take. 

In  this  action  it  was  shown  that  plain- 
tiff's deceased  husband  held  a  beneficiary 
certificate  of  $2,000  in  defendant  associa- 
tion, $1,000  of  which  was  made  payable  at 
his  death  to  his  daughter,  and  $1,000  to  a 
friend.  The  certificate  was  procured  and 
the  beneficiaries  under  it  named  before 
his  marriage  with  the  plaintiff.  Subse- 
quently the  Grand  Lodge  provided  that 
only  members  of  the  family  of  the  assured 
or  persons  dependent  upon  him  could  be 
named  as  beneficiaries;  thus  preventing 
payment  to  the  friend,  who  belonged  to 
neither  of  these  classes. 

Held,  that  the  widow  was  entitled  to  the 
portion  of  the  fund  not  disposed  of  by  the 
member  in  his  life  time. 

Roberts  vs.  Grand  Lodge  A.  O.  U.  W.  of  New 
York,  et  ml..  N.  Y.  S.  C.  Feb.  1901. 

Requirements  Must  be  Complied  With— 
Benefits. 

A  certificate  of  insurance  issued  by  a 
benefit  society  was  payable  to  a  brother 
of  the  insured  member,  who  afterwards 
married.  The  by-laws  of  the  society  re- 
quired the  insured  to  surrender  his  cer- 
tificate and  procure  the  issuance  of  a  new 
one,  with  the  name  of  a  new  beneficiary 
therein,  before  any  change  of  beneficiary 
could  be  effected.  In  an  action  on  the 
policy  to  determine  the  rights  of  par- 
ties. Held,  that  the  delivery  of  the 
original  certificate  by  the  insured  to  his 
wife  while  on  his  death  bed,  with  an  oral 
statement  that  the  insurance  was  for  her, 
and  her  subsequent  possession  of  the  cer- 
tificate and  payment  of  assessments  and 
dues  gave  her  no  interest  in  the  benefits. 


The  requirements  of  the  by  laws  are  rea- 
sonable and  must  be  complied  with  in 
order  to  effect  a  change  in  beneficiary. 

Eaean  vs.  Eagan.  N.  Y.  S.  C.  March  7. 1901. 

a 

Accident  Insurance. 

The  insured  who  was  a  baggageman  at 
a  railway  station,  received  injuries  which 
caused  his  death  while  in  the  act  of  coup- 
ling cars,  which  was  not  part  of  his  duty 
as  baggageman.  The  evidence  showed 
that  he  had  coupled  cars  on  other  occa- 
sions, and  that  on  this  occasion  he  under- 
stood the  brakeman  to  request  him  to 
make  the  coupling.  In  his  application  for 
accident  insurance,  he  was  described  as  a 
baggageman,  and  in  the  policy  there  was 
the  following  clause,  which  was  also  in 
substance  contained  in  the  application: 
"1.  If  the  insured  is  injured  in  any  occu- 
pation or  exposure  classed  by  this  com- 
pany as  more  hazardous  than  that  stated 
in  said  application,  his  insurance  shall  be 
only  for  such  sums  as  the  premium  paid 
by  him  will  purchase  at  the  rates  fixed  for 
such  increased  hazard."  By  another  pro- 
vision of  the  contract  it  was  provided 
that  the  policy  should  not  cover  death 
resulting  from  "voluntary  exposure  to  un- 
necessary danger. ' '  Held,  that  the  words 
"occupation  or  exposure"  did  not  apply 
to  the  insured's  casual  act  of  coupling, 
nor  was  there  "voluntary  exposure  to  un- 
necessary danger." 

McNevin  vs.  Canadian  Railway  Acc.  Ins.  Co.. 
Ont.  H  C.  J..  Jan.  1901. 

4 

Provisions  oj  Policy— Poison  Excepted. 

The  policy  sued  on  excepted  injuries 
resulting  from  poison  or  contact  with 
poisonous  substances.  Plaintiff,  a  rail- 
way employe,  while  holding  the  policy, 
was  injured  by  a  woman  throwing  carbolic 
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acid  in  his  face.  The  company  denied 
liability. 

Held,  that  the  exemption  from  liability 
was  not  confined  to  cases  where  the 
poison  was  taken  internally,  or  the  con- 
tact with  the  poisonous  substance  was 
voluntary,  but  included  the  case  stated, 
and  plaintiff  could  not  recover. 

Meehan  vs.  Traders  and  Travelers  Accident 
las.  Co..  N.  Y.  S.  C.  Jan..  1901. 

Train  Service— Negligence  of  Employes— 
Alighting , from  Train. 

1.  A  complaint  which  charges  that  de- 
fendant's servants  negligently  advised, 
directed,  commanded  and  assisted  plain- 
tiff to  alight  from  a  moving  train  after  it 
had  started  to  leave  plaintiff's  station, 
and  was  moving  so  rapidly  that  the  serv- 
ants knew  it  was  dangerous  to  alight, 
and  the  defendant  suddenly  started  the 
train  to  going  faster  as  plaintiff  went  to 
step  off,  thereby  injuring  him,  sufficiently 
charges  defendant  with  actionable  negli- 
gence. 

2.  The  relation  of  passenger  and  traveler 
is  not  terminated  by  the  passenger's  fail- 
ure to  alight  at  his  destination  within  the 
time  allowed  by  stopping  the  train. 

3.  It  is  not  necessarily  negligence  for 
a  passenger  to  alight  from  a  moving 
train,  or  to  rely  on  the  direction  of  the 
servants  in  charge  of  the  train,  that  he 
can  do  so  in  safety.  Judgment  affirmed. 

Pittsburg  C.  C.  and  St.  L.  Ry.  Co.  vs.  Gray.  Ind. 
S.  C.  March.  1901. 

<! 

Stopover  Granted  by  Conductor— Ejectment 

—Liability  of  Company. 

A  railroad  ticket  signed  by  the  pur- 
chaser, restricted  his  right  to  a  continu- 
ous trip,  going  or  returning,  and  expressly 
provided  that  no  agent  or  employe  had 
power  to  modify  the  contract.  A  con- 
ductor on  the  road  informed  the  passenger 


that  he  could  stop  off  at  an  intermediate 
point,  and  wrote  on  the  ticket  to  that 
effect.  On  resuming  his  journey,  the 
passenger  was  ejected  because  of  the  fact 
that  the  trip  was  not  continuous.  Held, 
that  the  railroad  company  is  not  liable. 

The  conductor  of  a  railroad  train 
has  no  authority  to  bind  the  company,  by 
allowing  a  stopover,  so  as  to  make  the 
company  liable,  where  a  connecting  road 
ejected  the  passenger  because  the  ticket 
provided  for  a  continuous  passage  or  trip 
on  the  two  roads. 

International  and  G.  N.  R.  Co.  vs.  Best.  Tex.  S. 
C.  Jan..  1901. 

4 

Excursion   Ticket— Expiration— Divisible 
Trip. 

Plaintiff  went  from  Lafayette,  Ind.,  to 
Muncie,  Ind.,  on  a  fourth  of  July  excur- 
sion ticket,  receiving  a  return  coupon 
that  was  "good  for  one  continuous  pas- 
sage" on  any  train  scheduled  to  stop 
until  July  6,  inclusive. 

Plaintiff  left  Muncie  on  the  evening 
train  on  that  day.  The  conductor  punched 
his  ticket  and  told  him  to  change  cars  at 
Indianapolis.  When  he  reached  Indian- 
apolis he  went  out  into  the  station  to  wait 
for  the  Lafayette  train  and  the  gate- 
keeper refused  to  let  him  go  back  to  his 
train  when  it  arrived,  because  it  was  not 
scheduled  to  leave  Indianapolis  until  half 
an  hour  after  midnight.  The  court  held 
that  plaintiff  was  on  a  "continuous  pas- 
sage" and  the  company's  refusal  to  per- 
mit him  to  enter  the  first  train  for 
Lafayette,  was  wrongful,  although  such 
train  did  not  leave  Indianapolis  until 
after  midnight  of  the  morning  of  the  7th; 
that  he  had  the  same  rights  as  if  the  train 
he  entered  at  Muncie  had  run  through  to 
his  destination,  and  that  the  judgment 
for  $100  is  not  excessive. 

Kinsey  vs.  Big:  Four  Ry.  Co..  Ind.  S.  C.  April. 
1901. 
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OFFICIAL,  CHANGES. 


J.  A.  Middleton  has  been  elected  sec- 
ond vice-president  of  the  Erie. 

E.  H.  Harriman  has  been  elected  a  di- 
rector of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande. 

W.  R.  Taylor  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  Reading  Company. 

E.  B.  Thomas  has  been  elected  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  the  Erie  company. 

A.  Smith  has  resigned  as  general  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Sierra  Valley  Railway. 

H.  Donkin  has  resigned  as  general 
manager  of  the  Sydney  &  Louisburg  Rail- 
way. 

L.  R.  Lothrop  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Eureka  &  Klamath 
River. 

J.  H.  Seaman  has  resigned  as  vice- 

6 resident  and  secretary  of  the  Cincinnati 
brthern. 

George  J.  Gould  has  been  elected  chair- 
man of the  board  of  directors  of  the  Den- 
ver &  Rio  Grande. 

P.  J.  Nichols  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Denver  Union  Depot 
Company  at  Denver. 

W.  M.  Whitenton  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Choctaw  &  Northern. 
Office  at  Geary,  Okla. 

A.  T.  Valentine  has  been  appointed 
assistant  trainmaster  of  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral at  Jackson,  Teun. 

C.  M.  Jones  has  been  appointed  train- 
master for  the  Chicago  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  at  Liberal,  Kans. 

H.  U.  Garrett  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Stony  Creek  Railroad. 
Office  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Cornelius  Shields  has  resigned  as  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Virginia  &  Southwestern. 

C.  H.  Ackert  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio.  Head- 
quarters at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

A.  W.  Towsley  has  resigned  as  sup- 
erintendent of  transportation  of  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe. 

James  M.  Barr  has  been  chosen  first 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railway. 

Harry  Fenimore  has  been  appointed 


trainmaster  of  the  Illinois  division  of  the 
Chicago  Rock  Island  &  Pacific. 

E.  L.  Wiles  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  McKeesport  Connection. 
Headquarters  at  Benwood,  W.  Va. 

J.  D.  Culbertson  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  McKeesport  Connection. 
Headquarters  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

George  T.  Slade  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Wyoming  division 
of  the  Erie.   Office  at  Dunmore,  Pa. 

J.  D.  Mathews  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  for  the  Southern  Pacific. 
Headquarters  at  Lordsbury,  N.  Mex. 

William  Bennett  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Minnesota  &  Wis- 
consin.  Headquarters  at  Itaska,  Wis. 

C.  P.  White  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  Northwestern  Coal 
Railroad,  vice  W.  P.  Barrett,  resigned. 

H.  Baker  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Freeport  division  of  the 
Illinois  Central.   Office  at  Clinton,  111. 

A.  J.  Hitt  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  Chicago  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific.   Headquarters  at  Chicago,  111. ' 

W.  S.  Tintsman  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  terminals  at  Chicago 
for  the  Chicago  Rock  Island  &  Pacific. 

J.  W.  Leonard  has  Deen  appointed 
superintendent  ot  the  western  division  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  at  Winnipeg,  Man. 

George  F.  Baer,  president  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia &  Reading,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Central  of  New  Jersey. 

George  I.  Walker  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  Texas 
Southern.  Headquarters  at  Marshall,  Tex. 

William  Whyte  has  been  appointed 
assistant  to  the  president  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific.    Headquarters  at  Montreal,  Que. 

D.  C.  Bachelor  has  resigned  as  train- 
master of  the  Atlanta  &  West  Point  and 
Western  of  Alabama,  at  Montgomery, 
Ala. 

W.  A.  Sheahan  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Omaha  Division  of  the 
Illinois  Central.  Office  at  Fort  Dodge, 
Iowa. 

James  L.  Brass  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Virginia  South- 
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;rn.   Headquarters  at  Bristol,  Va.- 

i. 

axles  W.  Johnson  has  been  appointed 
master  of  the  Atlanta  4fc  West  Point 
Western  of  Alabama.  Office  at  Opel- 
Ma. 

H.  Fox  has  been  appointed  train- 
er of  Council  Bluffs  terminals  for 
Iliiiois  Central.  Office  at  Council 
b,  Iowa. 

S.  Seibert  has  been  elected  vice- 
dent  and  secretary  of  the  California 
.•m,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  gen- 
nanager. 

L  Bernett  has  been  appointed  train- 
er of  the  eastern  division  of  the  Lake 
;  &  Michigan;  Southern.  Office  at 
lo,  N.  Y. 

U.  Wallace  has  been  appointed 
-intendent  of  the  Louisville  division 
e  Illinois  Central.  Headquarters  at 
iville,  Ky.3 

P.  Timmerman  has  been  appointed 
rintendent  of  the  Ontario  &  Quebec 
ion  of  the  Canadian  Pacific.  Office 
•ronto,  Ont.  | 

F.  Banks  has  been  elected  president 
le  Elgin  Joliet  &  Eastern  and  the 
igo  Lake  Shore  &  Eastern.  Head- 
ers at  Chicago,  111. 

r.  Harris  has  been  appointed  sup- 
»ndent  of  the  Ft.  Worth  division  of 


the  International  &  Great  Northern, 
Headquarters  at  Marlin,  Tex. 

C.  H.  Hubbell  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  lines  west  of  the 
Missouri  River,  for  the  Chicago  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific.  Headquarters  at 
Topeka,  Kans. 

James  Oborne,  formerly  general  super- 
intendent of  western  division  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  at  Winnipeg,  has  been 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  Atlantic 
division.  Headquarters  at  St.  John,  N.  B 

E.  H.  Coapman  has  resigned  as  train 
master  of  the  Illinois  Central  at  Clinton 
111.,  and  it  is  stated  that  he  has  accepted 
the  position  of  superintendent  of  term: 
nals  of  the  A.  T.  &  S.  F.  at  Needles,  Calif 

W.  M.  Hobbs,  formerly  superintendent 
of  lines  east  of  the  Missouri  River  of  the 
Chicago  Rock  Island  &  Pacific,  has  been 
appointed  general  superintendent  of  the 
entire  system.    Headquarters  at  Chicago. 

W.  H.  Stillwater,  formerly  superin- 
tendent of  lines  west  of  the  Missouri 
River  of  the  Chicago  Rock  Island  &  Pacific, 
has  been  appointed  superintendent  of 
lines  east  of  the  river.  Headquarters  at 
Davenport,  Iowa. 

B.  F.  Dickson,  formerly  superintendent 
of  the  St.  Louis  and  Henderson  division 
of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville,  has  been 
appointed  assistant  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  Mexican  National.  Head- 
quarters at  City  of  Mexico,  Mex. 
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When  you  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  Thb  Conductor 
regularly,  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name.  Division  number  and  address. 

Please  send  address  of  Brother  Jas. 
Canary  to  W.  H.  McAllister,  1115,  Third 
ave.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  Sec'y  Div.  48. 

Mr.  Wm.  B.  Causey  on  severing  his 
connection  with  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western railway  as  assistant  superin- 
tendent, Division  46  passed  resolutions  of 
regret  at  his  going  of  respect,  esteem  and 
good  wishes. 

The  promotion  of  Brother  Harry  Feni- 
more  to  the  position  of  trainmaster  of  the 
Illinois  division  of  the  C.  R.  I.  &  P.  R*y. 
will  please  his  many  friends  as  well  as 
members  of  our  own  Order. 

Secretary  of  Division  60  advises  that 
Brother  W.  E.  Miller  has  lost  his  Division 
carde  for  several  years,  also  one  for  1901, 
and  quarterly  pass  good  over  main  line 
of  the  Missouri  Pacific  railway. 

4 

Will  anyone  knowing  address  of  S.  C. 
Dunbar,  for  many  years  a  conductor  on 
Santa  Fe  &  Mex.  Cen.,  and  who  was 
braking  out  of  Raton,  New  Mex.  in  Jan- 
uary last,  please  send  same  to  A.  D. 
Field,  20  E.  11th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

a 

A  supply  of  manila  envelopes  is  being 
mailed  to  every  member  of  the  Benefit 
Department  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be 
prepared  in  connection  with  the  prompt 
attention  to  other  business  of  the  office. 
We  hope,  however,  to  have  them  in  the 
hands  of  all  members  by  the  end  of  the 
month. 

It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  the  members  to 
know  that  Brother  B.  B.  Ray,  of  Division 
1,  has  received  the  important  appointment 
of  paymaster  for  the  United  States  Army 
in  the  Philippines,  and  has  orders  to  re- 
port for  duty  at  Manila.  Brother  Ray, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  will  start  dur- 
ing the  last  week  in  May  for  San  Fran- 
cisco, enroute  for  their  new  home.  The 
Conductor  wishes  them  success. 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  appoint- 
ment of  Brother  J.  D.  Mathews,  of  Divi- 
sion 313.  to  the  position  of  trainmaster 
for  the  Southern  Pacific,  with  office  at 
Lordsburg,  N.  M.  The  Conductor  ex- 
tends its  hearty  congratulations  and 
wishes  Brother  Mathews  success. 

The  Costello  employers'  liability  bill 
passed  the  New  York  Assembly  April  22. 
This  bill  recognizes  the  right  of  an  em- 
ploye to  recover  damages  from  his  em- 
ployer for  injuries  received  as  a  result  of 
negligence  of  a  co-employe.  The  bill  has 
good  prospects  of  passing  the  Senate  as 
little  opposition  is  being  made,  if  any. 

We  are  running  the  blank  form  in  the 
rear  part  of  every  Conductor  especially 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  making  those  changes 
in  address  that  will  insure  its  reaching 
our  members;  and  it  is  but  a  trifle  of  cost 
to  those  members  who  desire  it  to  detach 
and  fill  out  the  coupon  and  paste  it  on  a 

Sostal  card  and  forward  the  same  to  The 
ailway  Conductor.  It  would  do  away 
with  much  misunderstanding  and  save  a 
great  deal  to  the  Order  that  is  now  lost 
in  postage  in  mailing  the  Conductor  to 
wrong  addresses  if  our  Division  Secre- 
taries would  impress  this  upon  the  minds 
of  their  members. 

The  following  Division  Cards  have 
been  lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

CARD  NO.  NAME.  DIV.  NO. 

292  F.  D.  Hartell   3 

2077..-  George  Y.  Bunnell  14 

486  A.  A.  Malone    53 

9831  C.  H.Howard   76 

10096   Ivol  Rife...   106 

8314  W.  H.  Burrhus  .....128 

6771  C.  L.  Northup....  ..136 

7013  J.  F.  Ryan   194 

9895  M.  G.  Collins   195 

6081  C.  C.  Paxton  196 

813..  J.  S.  Thorpe  201 

6391...  W.  S.  Curry   231 

6340-—  E.  Myers   247 

6385   W.  J.  McGrew  _  287 

1286  S.  McNaughton   288 

10173  A.  D.  Vandiveer  362 

3117   W.  B.  Clark  ....390 
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We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  mar- 
riage of  Brother  W.  C.  Hughen  of  Division 
159,  to  Mrs.  Emma  W.  Dickerson  of  Saline, 
Ark.  Brother  Hnghen  is  running  into 
Mexico  City,  Mex.,  and  will  make  his 
future  home  at  that  place.  The  Con- 
ductor extends  congratulations. 

All  the  news  of  the  labor  world  that  is 
worth  reading  is  published  in  The  Chica- 
go Record- Herald.  This  paper  keeps  in 
touch  with  the  labor  leaders  in  Chicago, 
which  is  the  great  center  of  labor  organi- 
zations, and  gets  all  the  news  first  hand 
through  able  representatives  who  make 
this  field  a  specialty.  The  news  is  pub- 
lished without  prejudice,  and  if  you  want 
to  get  both  sides  of  a. question  which  re- 
sults in  a  strike  you  will  find  it  fairly 
stated  in  the-  columns  of  the  Record-Her- 
ald. The  plans  of  the  labor  organiza- 
tions and  all  of  their  important  move- 
ments are  intelligently  discussed. 


House  Act  No.  250  has  become  a  law  in 
the  state  of  Indiana,  requiring  railroad 
companies  to  maintain  upon  each  switch 
connected  with  the  main  track  a  signal 
light  connected  in  such  a  way  as  to  indi- 
cate safety  when  the  switch  is  set  for  the 
main  track,  and  danger  when  set  for  the 
side  track.  The  light  must  be  kept  burn- 
ing brightly  between  sunset  and  sunrise 
and  on  dark  and  foggy  days.  The  same 
light  must  be  attached  to  derail  switches, 
except  such  as  operate  mechanically.  No 
employe  shall  be  held  to  have  assumed 
the  risk  incurred  by  reason  of  failure  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
Violation  of  the  act  is  punishable  by  a 
fine  of  $25  to  $100. 

4 

The  Southern  Labor  News  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  comes  out  with  a  three  column  article 
lauding  the  loyalty  of  Division  180  toward 
organized  labor,  and  says  of  the  Order 
generally  that  it  has  no  superior  among 
labor  organizations  of  that  state.  It  gives 
a  carefully  compiled  list  of  the  personnel 
of  officers  who  have  presided  over  that 
Division  since  its  inception  in  1885  and 
speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of 
them.  A  number  of  half-tone  pictures  of 
officers  both  past  and  present  appear  in 
the  same  issue  together  with  that  of  the 
delegate.  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  that 
we  appreciate  such  tokens  of  esteem  and 
it  is  also  needless  to  say  that  our  mem- 
bers everywhere  are  trying  to  merit  the 
same  wherever  the  Order  exists. 

The  state  of  Colorado  will  soon  have 
upon  its  statute  books  a  law  making  it  a 
capital  offense  to  rob  a  train.  When  all 
states  shall  have  enacted  a  similar  law  it 
will  have  a  tendency  to  stop  the  easy 
method  some  have  of  replenishing  their 


funds  by  simply  opening  the  switch  to 
some  blind  siding  or  by  placing  a  few 
ties  on  the  track.  As  a  rule  the  men  who 
compose  our  legislative  bodies  cannot 
understand  the  awful  possibilities  con- 
nected with  such  a  dastardly  act  as  open- 
ing a  switch  or  placing  obstructions  on 
the  track  of  a  passenger  train.  Our  en- 
gineers may  be  careful  and  vigilant,  but 
it  must  be  understood  that  the  range  of 
vision  by  aid  of  the  ordinary  headlight  is 
not  further  than  250  feet  and  the  terrific 
force  of  these  trains  cannot  be  checked 
to  avoid  disaster  in  this  distance.  The 
law  passed  by  the  house  of  Colorado  pro- 
vides a  just  punishment  for  this  offense. 

Some  time  ago  we  published  a  state- 
ment that  Typographical  Union  No.  6  of 
New  York  had  settled  their  grievances 
with  the  New  York  Sun,  that  paper  hav- 
ing acceded  to  the  requests  of  the  busi- 
ness men  of  New  York  and  the  friends  of 
the  Sun  to  settle  the  differences  between 
it  and  the  men.  Its  manager,  Mr.  Laffan, 
agreed  to  the  terms  proposed,  that  of  pay- 
ing the  same  prices  for  work  as  that  paid 
by  other  New  York  papers  and  to  recog 
nize  the  Union,  and  was  rewarded  by  see- 
ing the  ban  removed  and  a  request  issued 
to  all  Unions  and  newspapers  through 
the  Associated  Press  to  recognize  the  Sun 
as  heretofore. 

When  the  ban  had  been  fairly  removed 
and  after  he  thought  that  the  Union  had 
thrown  down  their  weapons  and  could 
not  again  recover  the  situation,  he  told 
them  that  they  "might  apply  for  work 
and,  if  their  services  were  needed,  they 
might  be  considered,  but  their  organiza- 
tion would  not  be  recognized."  A  more 
shameful  betrayal  of  confidence  could  not 
be  indulged  in,  and  now  No.  6  requests 
that  no  patronage  be  ghren  either  direct- 
ly or  indirectly  that  willbeaefit  The  Sun. 

George  P.  Daniels  of  the  New  York 
Central  always  has  an  interesting  story 
on  hand  in  connection  with  the  history  of 
that  road.  He  gives  the  Railway  Age 
some  contrasts  on  travel  as  between  fifty- 
seven  years  ago  and  the  present: 

1844  1901. 

Time.  Albany  to  Buffalo  _30h.  30mia  5h.  37min. 

Pare.  Albany  to  Buffalo             $11.38  $6.15 

Tine.  Albany  to  Niagara  P'ls      32b.  Sh.  14min. 

Fare.  Albany  to  Niagara  Falls     $10.00  $6.15 
Distance   by   rail.  Oswego 

Canal  and  Lake  Erie  .„  313  miles 

Distance  by  New  York  Central  30f  miles 

Mr.  Daniels  continues  the  comparison 
by  saying:  "In  1844  the  cars  were  lighted 
with  candles;  there  were  no  sleeping  cars; 
meals  were  obtained  at  primitive  taverns, 
and  the  physical  conditions  of  the  road- 
way made  long  and  tiresome  delays  nec- 
essary and  a  journey  an  irksome  under- 
taking. In  1901  the  cars  are  lighted  by 
both  gas  and  electricity;  they  consist  of 
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nificently  equipped  parlor  cars  and 
coaches  for  day  trains,  with  dining  cars 
that  furnish  a  meal  equal  to  that  of  the 
best  hotels;  luxuriously  furnished  smok- 
ing and  library  cars,  and  magnificent 
observation  cars." 

The  wife  of  a  clever  detective  is  said  to 
have  powers  nearly  equal  to  those  pos- 
sessed by  her  husband.  Not  long  ago 
she  began  to  notice  that  dimes  and 
quarters  were  daily  disappearing  as  if  by 
magic  from  the  "change  purse"  in  which 
she  kept  silver  for  small  purchases.  She 
was  inclined  to  suspect  one  of  her  two 
maids,  a  sullen  Irish  girl,  but  was  un- 
willing to  accuse  her.  After  some  thought 
she  wrote  on  a  slip  of  paper,  "Neither 
Bridget  nor  Cella  must  take  any  money 
from  this  purse."  This  slip  she  put  into 
the  purse  with  some  silver  and  awaited 
developnents. 

Two  days  later  Bridget  came  to  her  and 
gave  "warning." 

"What  is  the  matter?"  asked  her  mist- 
ress, innocently. 

"I'll  be  going  to  another  place,"  said 
Bridget,  vindictively,  "and  it's  yourself 
that  knows  the  rayson.  I'll  not  stay  in  a 
house  where  I'm  accused  of  stealing 
money  out  of  a  little  ould  purse  that's 
nivver  had  more  than  two  dollars  in  it 
since  I  took  service  here!"— New  Yorker. 

The  Forum,  edited  by  J.  M.  Rice,  con- 
tains the  following  for  Mav,  1901:  Aguin- 
aldo's  Capture  and  the  Philippine  Com- 
mission, Marrion  Wilcox;  The  Russians 
in  Manchuria,  Prince  Kropotkin;  Foreign 
Bonds  as  American  Investments,  Theo- 
dore S.  Woolsey,  Prof,  of  International 
Law,  Yale  University;  The  Lighting  of 
Railway  Cars,  George  D.  Sbepardson, 
Prof.  Electrical  Engineering,  University 
of  Minnesota;  The  Negative  Side  of  Mod- 
ern Athletics,  Arlo  Bates,  Prof,  of  English, 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology; 
Events  of  the  Dramatic  Season,  Gustav 
Kobbe;  A  New  Class  of  Labor  in  the  South, 
Leonora.Beck  Ellis;  Sheep  and  the  For- 
ests, Earley  Vernon  Wilcox;  How  London 
was  Saved,  John  Martin,  Formerly  Mem- 
ber of  the  Hackney  Borough  Council;  The 
Spoiled  Parent,  Wilbur  Larremore;  The 
Latest  Stage  of  Library  Development, 
Ernest  I.  Antrim;  The  Negro  and  Our 
New  Possessions,  Prof.W.S.  Scarborough, 
Vice-President  Wilberforce  University; 
Some  Chinese  Traits,  Hon.  Charles  Denby, 
Formerly  U.  S.  Minister  to  China;  Bryan- 
ism  and  Jeffersonian  Democracy,  Albert 
Watkins;  Art  as  the  Handmaid  of  Litera- 
ture, Prof.  William  H.  Hobbs.  The  Forum 
Publishing  Co.,  Ill  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York. 

On  April  4,  a  man  giving  the  name  of 
C.  B.  Porter,  presented  himself  at  this 
office  with  a  request  for  aid  on  the  ground 


that  he  had  lost  what  money  he  had  th 
night  before  and  desired  a  small  sum  t 
return  him  to  his  place  of  employment 
He  claimed  to  be  a  passenger  conducto 
in  the  service  of  the  U.  P.  road  and  tha 
his  petition  for  membership  in  the  Orde 
was  in  Division  128  for  action  or  had  beei 
acted  upon;  that  he  had  not  for  two  year 
past  been  a  member  of  the  Order,  bu 

f rior  to  that  time  had  been  a  member  o 
28.  No  man  of  this  name  has  ever  beei 
a  member  of  128.  He  also  attempted  t< 
work  two  of  the  banks  in  the  city  on  th< 
ground  that  he  had  sums  on  deposit  ii 
Cheyenne  banks.  Upon  communicatinj 
with  the  Secretary  of  128,  it  was  learnei 
that  no  such  man  was  known  there.  Hi 
claims  his  age  to  be  sixty-one  years,  an< 
he  looks  it;  heavy  build,  medium  heigh 
or  little  above;  dark  complexion;  walke< 
with  a  cane,  and  badly  at  that,  claiming 
that  he  was  badly  crippled  by  rheumatism 
face  heavy;  eyes  protruding;  smoot) 
talker  of  the  unctious,  familiar  type 
Later  on,  he  presented  himself  to  th 
representative  of  the  U.  P.  in  Chicago 
also  representing  himself  as  a  conducto 
in  the  service  of  the  U.  P.  Look  out  fo 
him. 

As  we  go  to  press,  the  Fifth  Biennia 
Convention  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Rail 
road  Trainmen  is  in  session  at  Milwau 
kee,  Wis.,  having  opened  on  Monday,  th 
6th.  The  delegates  were  taken  fron 
Chicago  to  Milwaukee  on  a  splendidl; 
decorated  special  train  over  the  Chicagi 
&  Northwestern  railway.  Nearly  600  dele 
gates  and  officers  are  present. 

The  public  meeting  was  held  on  th 
evening  of  Monday,  the  6th,  and  was  ver; 
largely  attended.  The  meeting  was  pre 
sided  over  by  James  McConnell,  Maste 
of  Lodge  128  at  Milwaukee.  An  extremel' 
cordial  and  interesting  address  of  wel 
come  was  delivered  by  Mayor  Rose  o 
Milwaukee  Ex-Governor  Peck  of  Wis 
consin  delivered  one  of  his  characteristic 
addresses,  which  kept  the  house  in  a  roa 
of  laughter.  Grand  Chief  Conductor  Clarl 
delivered  a  brief  address,  extending  th' 
fraternal  congratulations  of  the  Ordei 
Grand  Master  Sargent  was  on  the  bill 
but  was  unable  to  be  present.  Who 
Grand  Master  Morrissey  was  introduced 
he  was  received  with  a  burst  of  applause 
which  showed  clearly  the  esteem  am 
affection  in  which  he  was  held  by  th 
the  members  present.  In  the  course  o 
his  splendid  address,  Grand  Master  Mor 
rissey  said: 

"Labor  organization  is  the  concentra 
tion  of  the  forces  of  those  who  work  fo 
wages.  It  is  intended  to  improve  thei 
working  conditions  and  in  consequent 
insure  to  them  those  things  so  nighl' 
prized  by  the  good  citizen  who  appreci 
ates  the  advantages  of  right  living,  edu 
cation,  cheerful  homes  and  a  governmen 
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1  the  distribution  of  its  favors. 
Id  has  much  to  be  thankful  for  in 
tence  of  legitimate  organization 
.  It  is  today  as  it  has  ever  been, 
;  and  protection  of  those  who  toil, 
las  never  received  such  recom- 
>r  its  fruits  as  it  has  since  it  has 
tself  into  unions.  It  has  probably 
iort  in  its  intentions  and  has  not 

expectation  of  its  idealist,  but  it 
,e  nearer  to  a  practical  solution  of 
>r  problem  than  any  other  idea 
;d  of  man.  and  has  done  more  for 
istrial  classes  than  all  other  de- 
rn.bi.ned.  It  has  developed  a  sense 
nsibility  and  self  reliance  among 
Icing  people.  It  has  made  it  easier 
employer  to  deal  with  his  em- 
Of  course,  occasionally  there  is 
and  the  exception  to  this  rule,  but 
tral  situation  will  speak  for  itself, 
e  is  a  mistaken  idea  among  some 
jor  troubles  occur  only  among 
id  men.  I  assert  that  the  greatest 
of  industrial  disturbances  rests 

2  unorganized  men,  for  they  owe 
ce  to  no  one,  and  are  not  like  the 
nen,  subject  to  the  restraint  of 
be  influence  of  which  on  the  in- 
I's  action  cannot  be  denied.  Un- 
»d  men  are  swayed  by  impulse 
case  of  threatened  trouble  drift 
e  ideas  and  actions  of  radical, 
iointed  leaders  who  are  not  re- 
le  to  any  one  and  care  not  what 
the  consequences  of  their  advice, 
time  has  passed  when  the  indi- 
rorkman  will  pit  his  feeble  strength 
the  might  of  his  employer.  Men 
mm  on  calling,  bearing  like  bur- 
ill  naturally  draw  closer  together 
ie  banner  of  organization  in  order 
y  may  receive  the  best  returns  for 
>r  of  their  hands  and  brains,  and 
ength  and  constancy  to  each  other 
;ting  encroachments  on  their  na- 
ghts. 

organization  does  not  believe  in 
methods.  We  have  been  accused 
tst  everything,  but  we  are  as  you 

workingmen  possessed  of  a  fair 
of  intelligence,  honest  in  our  pur- 
:onservative  in  the  operation  of  our 
ation,  and  believing  that  the  em- 
has  rights  that  we  are  bound  to 
e  as  carefully  as  we  try  to  care  for 
n.  Our  work  is  along  peaceful 
oping  that  educative  methods  on 
:t  ot  employer  and  employe  will 
bout  a  better  understanding  of  this 
aestion  of  equal  rights, 
ill  be  gratifying  to  all  our  friends  to 
lat  this  meeting  finds  our  brother- 
nger  numerically  and  finan- 
ttan  ever  before,  and  that  in  every 

are  well  equipped  for  the  import- 
ies  that  await  us,  that  of  protect- 

interests  of  the  railroad  trainmen 
United  States  and  Canada.  It  is 
rpose  to  pursue  that  same  straight- 
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forward  course  as  an  organization  which 
has  yielded  such  a  fair  measure  of  suc- 
cess in  the  past.  Organizations  such  as 
this,  which  deal  fairly  and  honorably  with 
all  men,  represent  the  highest  type  of  the 
intelligent  labor  movement  in  America. 
Industrial  conditions  are  changing  so 
rapidly  now-a-days  that  it  calls  forth  our 
best  thoughts  and  efforts  to  keep  pace 
with  them.  The  past  is  dead;  let  us,  con- 
sequently, grapple  with  the  present,  and 
set  our  faces  sternly  toward  the  future. 
There  is  need  of  a  closer  relation  and 
better  understanding  among  railroad  em- 
ployes for  their  mutual  advancement  and 
protection.  We  ought  to  try  and  help  one 
another  more  than  we  do.  I  recommend 
to  you  the  example  of  a  certain  Quaker, 
who  said:  'You  will  pass  through  this 
world  but  once;  any  good  thing  therefore 
that  you  can  do,  or  any  kindness  that  you 
can  show  to  any  human  being,  you  had 
better  do  it  now;  do  not  defer  or  neglect 
it,  for  you  will  not  pass  this  way  again.'  " 
During  the  forenoon  of  Tuesday,  the 
7th.  Grand  Chief  Conductor  Clark,  by 
invitation,  appeared  before  the  delegates 
in  convention  assembled  and  talked  to 
them  on  some  of  the  needs  of  the  hour 
and  the  influences  and  agencies  which  are 
at  work  affecting  the  present  and  future 
interests  and  welfare  of  the  railway  em- 
ployes, more  especially  in  their  organized 
capacity.  Brother  Clark  was  accorded  a 
reception  so  cordial  and  enthusiastic  as 
to  be  highly  gratifying  to  all. 

We  are  indebted  to  Brothers  E.  S.  Law- 
ther  of  Division  206,  and  S.  B.  Hamer  of 
Division  140,  for  several  views  which  will 
appear  in  our  June  number. 

O 

J.  D.  Shults  of  Division  8,  is  in  charge 
of  New  York  Central  yards  at  Pan  Amer- 
ican—Buffalo.  The  affairs  of  the  Central 
will  be  well  cared  for  by  Judd. 

On  May  8,  Chief  of  Detectives  Colleran 
of  Chicago,  started  a  crusade  against  pro- 
prietors of  employment  agencies  of  that 
city  who  refused  to  take  out  licenses,  and 
landed  D.  T.  Chaflin  of  119  LaSalle  St., 
H.  Morrell  of  146  State  St., and  Wm.  Cook 
of  325  Dearborn.  If  this  sort  of  activity 
continues  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  see 
Chicago  clear  of  sharks  who  bleed  the 
innocent  and  ignorant  victims  of  their 
last  cent. 

4 

The  celebrated  cases  of  H.  C.  Crompton 
and  N.  L.  Swartwood  against  the  Oregon 
Short  Line  Railroad  company,  were  .  - 
cided  yesterday  by  Judge  Half  in  r: 
the  defendant  company,  with  c  ..-  _ 
missal  against  the  plaintiffs.  T  :   :  ;cr 
were  commenced  to  secure  a  juagment 
compelling  the  railroad  company  to  pay 
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the  plaintiffs  $1,040  each,  the  amount  they 
would  have  earned  as  wages  as  trainmen, 
from  the  time  of  their  discharge  from  the 
Oregon  Short  Line  service  until  the  suits 
were  filed,  had  they  been  furnished  with 
clearance  certificates  showing  the  true 
reason  for  discharge. 

At  the  trial  it  was  shown  by  the  officials 
of  the  defendant  company  that  Crompton 
and  Swartwood  were  discharged  from 
their  positions  with  the  Oregon  Short 
Line  as  brakemen  and  conductor  and 
brakeman,  respectively,  because  they  had 
violated  rule  207,  relating  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  while  on  duty,  but 
this  the  plaintiffs  denied.  They  also 
pleaded  that  they  were  entitled  to  clear- 
ances, so  that  they  could  secure  employ- 
ment with  other  railroad  companies. 

In  passing  upon  the  merits  of  the  cases 
yesterday,  the  court  ruled  that  the  Oregon 
Short  Line  company  is  not  obliged  to  give 
its  employes,  upon  discharge,  any  kind  of 
letter  showing  for  what  reason  they  were 
discharged  from  its  employ;  that  if  the 
plaintiffs  were  not  satisfied  with  the  kind 
of  clearance  given  them,  they  had  no  re- 
course, for  the  company  has  a  right  to 
discharge  its  employes  for  any  cause 
whatever  or  for  no  cause,  without  specify- 
ing the  reason  for  the  action. 

Judge  Hall  decided  that  neither  Cromp- 
ton nor  Swartwood  could  take  any  judg- 
ment against  the  railroad  company  by 
their  complaint.— Salt  Lake  Tribune. 

4 

The  people  are  honest.  They  have  no 
motive  for  corruption  and  jobbery,  but 


every  motive  for  honest,  wholesome 
clean  government.  Put  nomination: 
the  hands  of  the  people  and  protect 
citizens  in  their  nominating  duties 
the  power  of  the  boss  will  be  gone.  I 
as  everywhere  else,  experimentation  is 
road  to  perfection.  The  enemy  wil 
ever  present  in  trying  to  render  c 
such  measure  imperfect.  It  is  the 
versal  experience  in  government  t 
when  the  demand  for  a  measure  cai 
be  suppressed,  the  aim  is  to  defeat 
object  by  making  the  law  ineffect 
This  has  been  the  experience  with  & 
step  in  industrial  and  social  legisla 
when  the  interests  of  any  powerful  c 
were  arrayed  against  it,  and  curio 
enough  it  has  been  the  experience  ^ 
the  experiments  on  this  subject  of  di 
nominations.  Laws  have  been  passe* 
several  states,  aiming  to  give  direct  n< 
nations,  but  they  have  had  many  defe 
They  have  been,  in  short,  partial  exp 
ments  toward  the  evolution  of  a  p 
ticable  and  workable  measure.  New  Ji 
has  the  benefit  of  that  experience.  1 
the  Australian  ballot,  the  principle 
sound,  it  is  only  the  machinery  foi 
application  that  needs  perfecting.— C 
ton's  Magazine. 
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WHEN  THOMAS  TAKES  HIS  PEN. 

ELSIE  HILL. 

Young  Thomas  Jones  came  home  from  school  with 
sad  and  solemn  air: 

He  did  not  kiss  his  mother's  cheek  nor  pnll  his 
sister's  hair: 

He  hungered  not  for  apples,  and  he  spoke  in  dis- 
mal tones: 

'T  was  very  clear  misfortune  drear  had  happened 
Thomas  Jones. 

"My  precious  child."  bis  mother  cried,  "what, 
what  is  troubling:  you? 

You  're  hurt— you  're  ill— you've  failed  in  school! 
Oh.  tell  us  what  to  do!" 

Then  Thomas  Jones  made  answer  in  a  dull,  des- 
pairing way: 

"I  've  got  to  write  an  essay  on  'The  Indian  To- 
day.' " 

His  tallest  sister  ran  to  bim.  compassion  in  her 
eye. 

His  smallest  sister  pitied  him— nor  knew  the  rea- 
son why: 

And  all  that  happy  family  forsook  its  work  and  play 
To  hunt  up  information  on  "The  Indian  Today." 

They  read  of  Hiawatha  and  of  sad  Ramona's 
woe— 

You  found  encyclopedias  where'er  they  chanced 
to  go. 

They  bought  a  set  of  Cooper,  and  they  searched  it 

through  and  through. 
While  Thomas  Jones  sat  mournfully  and  told  them 

what  to  do. 

For  three  whole  days  the  library  was  like  a  mov- 
ing van. 

"Is  Mr.  Jones."  each  caller  asked,  "a  literary  man?" 
And  day  by  day  more  pitiful  became  young 

Thomas'  plight. 
Because,  alas!  the  more  he  read,  the  more  he  could 

not  write. 

"Write  what  you  know."  his  mother  begged  (she 

stirred  not  from  his  side). 
•"I  do  not  know  one  single  thing!"  that  wretched 

chUd  replied. 
"Oh.  help  me.  won't  you?  Don't  you  care?"  Then. 

when  assistance  came. 
"Don't  tell  me— don't!  It  is  n't  fair!"  be  pleaded 

just  the  same. 

The  night  before  the  fateful  day  was  quite  the 
worst  of  all. 

Black  care  upon  the  house  of  Jones  descended  like 
a  pall. 

All  pleasure  paled,  all  comfort  failed,  and  laughter 

seemed  a  sin:       __  ...  .... 

For  "Oh.  tomorrow."  Thomas  wailed,  it  must  be 
handed  in!" 

When,  lol  the  voice  of  Great-aunt  Jones  came 

sternly  through  the  doon 
"I  cannot  stand  this  state  of  things  a  single  minute 

more! 

The  training  of  a  fractious  child  is  plainly  not  my 
mission;  .  .        .  ,  . 

But— Thomas  Jones,  go  straight  upstairs  and  write 
that  composition!" 


And  Thomas  Jones  went  straight  upstairs,  and  sat 

him  down  alone. 
And— though  I  grant  a  stranger  thing  was  surely 

never  known— 
In  two  short  hours  he  returned  serenely  to  display 
Six  neatly  written  pages  on  "The  Indian  Today!" 

His  teacher  read  them  to  the  class,  and  smiled  a 

well-pleased  smile: 
She  praised  the  simple  language  and  the  calmly 

flowing  style: 
"For  while."  she  said,  "he  does  not  rise  to  any 

lofty  height. 

'T  is  wonderful  how  easily  young  Thomas  Jones 
can  write." 

-St.  Nicholas. 

BROTHERHOOD. 
B.  S.MARTIN. 

That  plenty  but  reproaches  me 

Which  leaves  my  brother  bare. 
Not  wholly  glad  my  heart  can  be 

While  his  is  bowed  with  care. 
If  I  go  free,  and  sound  and  stout 

While  his  poor  fetters  clank, 
Unsated  still,  I'll  still  cry  out. 

And  plead  with  Whom  I  thank. 

Almighty,  Thou  who  Father  be 

Of  him.  of  me,  of  all, 
Draw  us  together,  him  and  me. 

That  whichsoever  fall. 
The  other's  hand  may  fail  bim  not— 

The  other's  strength  decline 
No  task  of  succor  that  his  lot 

May  claim  from  son  of  Thine. 

I  would  be  fed.  I  would  be  clad. 

I  would  be  housed  and  dry. 
But  if  so  be  my  heart  be  sad— 

What  benefit  have  I? 
Best  be  whose  shoulders  best  endure 

The  load  that  brings  relief. 
And  best  shall  he  his  Joy  secure. 

Who  shares  that  joy  with  grief. 

— Scribner's. 

TO  THE  GDESSERS. 

CLARENCE  D'BRANNIOAN. 

Since  ye  wuz  so  kind  as  tu  print  me  furst  sonnet 
I'm  wearin'  a  size  an'  a  half  larger  bonnet. 
I'll  not  take  yure  space  me  ideas  expressing 
But  will  jist  say  a  wurd  to  thim  that  wuz  guessin'. 

So  Missus  John  Cooney  don't  think  I'm  a  "Mick!" 
Jist  a  glance  at  me  face,  an'  she'd  change  her  mind 
quick. 

Whoever  wanst  sees  me,  father,  mother,  son, 
daughter, 

Sez  I'd  not  get  say  sick  to  recross  the  brine- 
wather. 

An'  me  f  rind  Harry  Reynolds  has  somethin'  to  say, 
(Tho'  that's  nothin'  strange,  fur  he's  alius  that  way) 
If  I  spread  out.  me  fortchune  is  made  sure,  says  he; 
But  divil  a  jolly,  kin  he  jolly  me. 

I  don't  want  no  fortchune.  but  me  health  and  a  job. 
An'  I'll  git  along,  same  as  any  auld  slob. 
Now  ye  poor  Omadhaun  that  don't  know  who  this  is, 
Don't  say  any  more,  fur  it's  none  of  yure  biz. 
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Brqwn— Brother  D.  C.  Brown.  Division  112.  Centralis.  Ill, 
Beeder— Brother  C.  C.  Beeder.  Division  98.  Monteomery.  Ala. 

Caffery— Brother  Thos.  Caffery,  Division  8,  Rochester,  N.  Y, 
C&bary — Brother  M.  Cleary.  Divisions*.  New  York.  N.  Y. 
Cooley- Wife  of  Brother  W.  H.  Cooley.  Division  121.  Huron.  S.  D. 

Dh vaughn- Brother  T.  Devaufchn.  Division  190.  Grafton.  W.  Va. 
DODSOJi— Wife  of  Brother  C.  S.  Dodson.  Division  89.  Louisville.  Ky. 
Ddnlavey— Brother  J,  J.  Dunlavey.  Division  100.  Columbus.  Ohio, 

ENNIS—  Brother  J.  Ennis.  Division  12,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Fun-WBLL-Brother  W.  R.  Fretwell.  Division  379.  Corbin.  Ky. 

G I llma N — B rother  T.  J.  Gillman.  Division  143.  Harrisbnra:.  Pa, 

JEWETT-Son  of  Brother  E.  S.  Jewett.  Division  55.  Kansas  City.  Mo. 

Lewis- Son  of  Brother  T.  H.  Lewis.  Division  89.  Louisville,  Ky. 

Mansfield— Dauzhter  of  Brother  G.  C.  Mansfield.  Division  312.  Weehawken.  N.J. 
MooRE-Wife  of  Brother  S.  M.  Moore.  Division  11.  Newton.  Kans. 
MORTON-Brother  W.  Tom  Morton.  Division  59,  Tezarkana,  Ark. 

OGLE-Brother  G.  R,  Ogle,  Division  132.  Salida.  Colo. 

PowERs-Daughter  of  Brother  T.  J.  Powers.  Division  89.  Louisville.  Ky. 

RiCE-Brother  H.  T.  Rice.  Division  35.  North  Platte.  Neb. 
Rorabacher— Brother  F.  M.  Rorabacher.  Divisions.  Battle  Creek.  Mich. 

Schc— Wife  of  Brother  C.  H.  Schu.  Division  3H.  Oakland,  Calif, 
Snyder— Brother  W.  H.  Snyder,  Division  95,  Aurora,  111, 
Sparrow— Brother  F.  S.  Sparrow.  Division  175,  Memphis.  Tenn. 
SwiRES-Brother  Joseph  Swires.  Division  172.  Altoona.  Pa. 

THOMAS-Brother  W.  D.  Thomas.  Division  148,  Chattanooga.  Tenn, 

Walley  Brother  J.  H.  Walley.  Division?.  Houston.  Texas, 
W i s s k n geb — Brother  L.  Wissensrer.  Division  172.  Altoona.  Pa, 
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We  always  keep  Pisu'a  Cure  for  Con- 
sumption In  the  house  for  coughs  and 
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recommended  it  to  our  neighbor*. 

Mas.  J.  T.  Balm. 

Box  43.  Augusta,  Okla..  Sept,  5,  WW. 

Piso'a  Cure  for  Consumption  cured 
my  daughter  ol  an  awful  cough  which  the 
whooping  cough  had  left  her  with.  I  run 
say  that  it  is  the  best  remedy  for  conghi 

I  ever  nsed. 
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BY  W.  D. 

The  prosey  old  town  of  Brockville  was 
about  to  have  a  railroad.  Ever  since  the 
first  stakes  were  driven  by  the  engineers, 
some  three  months  prior  to  the  opening 
of  out  story,  the  townsfolk  had  discussed 
its  building,  and  some  even  ventured  the 
prophecy  that  Brockville  would  be  head- 
quarters for  the  Brockville  &  St.  Clair 
Railroad.  Each  evening  found  a  motley 
throng  congregated  in  Parson's  store, 
one  of  the  principal  business  houses  of 
the  town,  where  its  proprietor,  Ed  Par- 
sons, dispensed  any  article  of  merchan- 
dise from  a  half -yard  of  calico  to  a  grind- 
stone. If  there  had  been  any  doubt  of 
the  intention  of  the  contractors  to  com- 
plete the  road  through  Brockville  it  was 
dispelled  when  a  gang  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  with  wagons,  scrapers, 
plows,  etcetera,  arrived  at  Brockville  and 
established  a  camp  less  than  two  miles 
from  the  town,  and  proceeded  to  break 
ground  along  the  line  marked  out  and 
indicated  by  the  sub-grade  stakes. 

Among  the  groupe  was  Joe  Kake,  who 
was  addressing  those  about  him. 

"Now,  you  see,  neighbors,  it  is  gist  as 
I  told  you.  I  knowed  very  well  when  I 
seen  'em  driving  the  stakes  that  we  was 
goin'  to  have  a  railroad.  There  was  Jim 
Warner,  who  knows  it  all,  leastwise  he 
thinks  he  does,  said  she  would  never  be 
built,  and  lots  more  of  you  knowin',  wise 
heads  is  say  in'  right  now  to  yourselves 
that  we  will  never  hear  the  sound  of  the 
injun's  whistle." 

Having  delivered  his  opinion  in  what 
he  considered  his  most  convincing  de- 


THE  WOODSo 

ANDERSON. 

livery  he  turned  his  head  and  took  an  in- 
stant's calculation  of  the  distance  be- 
tween him  and  a  barefoot  youth  who 
stood  opposite  him  with  trousers  rolled 
up  to  the  knees,  then  squirted  an  amber 
stream  of  saliva  that  bespattered  his 
naked  legs  and  feet,  making  him  a  ridic- 
ulous object  indeed.  There  was  a  coarse 
guffaw  from  a  number  in  the  crowd  and 
frowns  of  disapproval  from  others. 

"Joe  Kake,  you  are  a  bully  and  a 
coward,  and  if  I  was  big  enough  I  would 
lick  you  for  that,"  said  the  youth,  start- 
ing toward  the  door,  while  his  flashing 
eyes  told  of  spirit  and  determination. 

"I  am  a  coward,  am  I?  I'll*  break  you 
in  two,  you  little  scamp!"  said  Kake,  ad- 
vancing threateningly. 

At  that  moment  a  third  person  inter* 
ested  himself  in  the  trouble.  He  was  the 
paymaster  of  the  new  line,  a  well  built, 
athletic  looking  fellow,  who  stepped  be- 
tween them  and  said: 

"My  friend,  you  have  insulted  that  boy, 
and  now  that  he  tells  you  the  truth  about 
your  action  you  seek  to  harm  him.  Don't 
youthinkyou  deserve  the  title  of  coward?" 

"Stand  aside!  nobody  kin  call  me  a 
coward .  Well  then— take  that ! " 

But  the  blow  he  had  aimed  at  the  pay- 
master fell  short,  and  the  next  instant 
Kake  was  lying  full  length  upon  the  floor, 
felled  by  a  blow  straight  from,  the  shoul- 
der, just  under  the  jaw  on  the  cords  of 
the  neck.  He  was  raised  up  by  some  of 
the  number  present  and  left  to  recline 
against  a  keg  of  nails  until  he  should  re- 
vive. 
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"That  were  a  powerful  blow,  stranger,1 1 
said  an  old  farmer,  approaching  the  pay- 
master. "May  I  ask  ye  what  your  name 
is?" 

"John  MacDonald,  sir.  I  am  sorry  that 
I  was  compelled  to  strike  him,  but  I  hope 
it  will  be  a  lesson." 

"Stranger,  you  don't  know  Joe  Kake. 
He  will  git  even  with  you  ef  it  takes  a 
hundred  years.  I  don't  mean  that  he  will 
come  right  up  and  fit  you  like  a  man,  but 


He  had  made  certain  that  John  Mac- 
Donald  had  gone,  however,  before  ex- 
pressing himself. 

"Where  is  he,  I  say?"  he  roared  like  a 
bull. 

No  one  ventured  to  answer  for  fear  of 
directing  his  torrent  of  wrath  upon  them- 
selves. 

"It  ain't  anyone  in  these  parts  as  kin 
hit  Joe  Kake  and  git  off.  You  hear  me, 
all  on  you.     Joe  Kake  watches  when 


E-  E.  CLARK,  GRAND  CHIEF  CONDUCTOR. 
Interior  View  O.  R.  C.  Headquarter*— Courtesy  Cedar  Rapid*  Commercial  Club. 


he  will  git  you  when  you  ain't  a  lookiri'. 
That's  Joe  Kake's  way  of  gittin'  even." 

"I  am  not  afraid  of  such  men  and  I  be- 
lieve that  he  is  satisfied  that  I  am  able  to 
look  out  for  myself." 

The  paymaster  concluded  his  contract 
with  Mr.  Parsons  for  such  goods  as  he 
needed  and  took  his  departure.  Some 
moments  later  Kake  revived  sufficiently 
to  stand  erect. 

"Where  is  the  cur  what  hit  me  when  I 
wasn't  lookin'?" 


other  folks  sleep,  see?  Where's  that  kid? 
Oh,  he's  took  a  sneak,  too.  Well,  I'll  git 
'em  both  yet,"  at  which  he  also  took  his 
departure. 

On  the  following  morning  the  construc- 
tion camp  presented  a  busy  scene.  Break- 
fast was  over,  and  men  swarmed  out  of 
the  rudely  constructed  shanties  that  had 
been  thrown  up  for  their  accommodation, 
both  as  to  sleeping  quarters  and  a  place 
to  eat  their  meals.  No  attempt  was  made 
at  architecture.     Bunks  built   of  pine 
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rds  with  a  bundle  of  straw  and  a  pair 
)lankets  constituted  the  bed,  while  a 
I  structure  built  by  driving  stakes 
>  the  ground  and  covered  with  boards 
he  same  wood,  under  a  separate  shed 
ti  sloping  roof  served  as  a  place  from 
ch  to  take  their  meals, 
ach  man  seemed  to  know  his  part  of 
work.  There  were  those  with  axes 
picks,  who  preceded  those  who  took 
rge  of  horses  and  scrapers,  and  who 


an  their  work  in  the  forests  beyond 
town  by  cutting  down  and  clearing  a 
sage  of  one  hundred  feet  width. 
Dhn  MacDonald  was  busy  as  the  busi- 
,  looking  after  the  disposition  of  tools 
I  implements  and  directing  by  order 
tain  lines  to  be  followed  in  the  work, 
had  not  noted  that  a  barefoot  boy  had 
n  following  him  with  an  intensely 
Lious  expression  upon  his  face  until 


the  camp  was  quite  clear.  Then  he  heard 
a  timid  voice  say: 

"Mr.  MacDonald,  1  would  like  to  have 
a  job.  Have  you  got  anything  for  me  to 
do?" 

"What  is  your  name?" 

"Frank  Gordon,  sir." 

"What  can  you  do,  Frank?'1 

"Oh,  drive  horses  or  care  for  them, 
carry  water,  run  errands  or  anything  you 
wish  done.    I  am  fourteen,  sir." 


"Where  do  your  parents  live,  in  Brock- 
ville?" 

"My  mother  lives  just  on  the  edge  of 
town;  my  father  is  dead." 

"I  have  a  water  boy  with  each  gang 
now,  but  I  will  try  to  find  something  for 
you.    Have  you  any  education?" 

"I  have  only  attended  school  ten  terms, 
but  my  mother,  who  used  to  teach,  has 
given  me  instruction  and  I  can  workback 
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as  far  as  partial  payments  very  readily." 

"Well,  my  boy,  you  will  be  my  assist- 
ant bookkeeper,  and  you  will  begin  on 
your  new  work  tomorrow  morning  if  you 
wish." 

"Thank  you  very  much.  I  will  go  home 
and  tell  my  mother  my  good  news.  I  told 
her  of  your  brave  act  last  night  when  you 
saved  my  skin  from  that  Joe  Kake,  and 
she  thinks  you  are  the  best  man  in  the 
world." 


The  following  morning  found  Frank  in 
the  camp  bright  and  early,  with  a  bundle 
of  clothing  under  his  arm,  and  ready  to 
begin  upon  his  duties;  He  was  greeted 
cheerily  by  John  MacDonald,  who  told 
him  to  put  his  clothes  in  the  office,  a  little 
box-like  shanty  somewhat  neater  in  ap- 
pearance than  the  other  buildings  that 
composed  the  camp,  and  which  possessed 
some  other  comforts  not  found  among 
the  apartments  used  by  the  men.  A 
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"Oh,  you  are  that  boy?  Well,  Frank,  1 
am  glad  I  can  be  of  further  service  to 
you.  Tell  your  mother  that  I  will  take 
good  care  of  you  and  give  you  employ- 
ment as  long  as  the  job  lasts.  You  might 
bring  such  clothing  as  you  wish  to  wear 
along  with  you,  for  you  will  rough  it  with 
the  rest  of  us,  and  so  soon  as  conditions 
warrant  we  will  move  farther  up  the 
line." 

"All  right,"  said  Frank,  and  away  he 
went,  whistling  merrily,  pleased  beyond 
measure  with  his  new  situation. 


counter,  several  chairs  and  a  book  rack, 
all  made  from  the  same  kind  of  wood, 
composed  the  furniture  of  the  office, 
while  two  folded  hammocks  with  clean 
blankets  and  pillows  suggested  comfort- 
able repose,  as  Frank  beheld  them  sus- 
pended above  his  head. 

"1  will  instruct  you  in  what  I  wish  you 
to  do  now.  We  keep  a  record  of  every 
tool  and  lot  of  supplies  let  out  to  the 
men.  In  this  book  you  will  charge  to  the 
boss  of  each  gang  whatever  he  requires. 
You  will  issue  dupliciatft  tpWJfclignly  apon 
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he  return  of  the  original  tool  and  keep 
itrict  account  of  everything-  that  passes 
rat  of  the  supply  room  and  keep  the  room 
ocked  at  all  times  when  you  are  not  in 
he  office,  and  allow  no  one  to  enter  itupon 
iny  pretext." 
Then  John  showed  him  many  other 
hint's  in  connection  with  his  duties,  after 
vhich  he  opened  the  books  and  gave  him 
ainute  instructions  in  copying  the  time 
eports  of  the  men  and  crediting  same  to 


Frank  flushed  with  pride  at  the  com- 
pliment paid  him  and  bent  closer  to  his 
task  than  ever,  determined  that  his  work 
should  gain  for  him  still  higher  confi- 
dence. 

He  was  bending  over  his  work  the  fol- 
lowing morning  after  John's  departure 
when  a  shadow  fell  across  the  threshold 
of  the  little  office.  As  he  looked  up  he 
beheld  one  of  the  laborers  connected  with 
the  graders'  gang  whom  he  had  frequently 
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lem  at  the  rates  at  which  they  were  era- 
loyed.  He  was  much  pleased  with 
'rank's  neat,  clear  handwriting  and  the 
leverness  he  displayed  in  taking  up  the 
rork. 

"I  am  going  to  the  front  tomorrow 
corning,  Frank,  and  perhaps  I  shall  stay 
everal  days,  as  the  bridge  gang  will  ar- 
Lve  in  the  morning  and  will  need  some 
istructions  about  the  blue  prints  that  I 
aire  of  this  bridge.  I  have  no  fear  about 
our  ability  to  do  the  work  in  my  ab- 
encc." 


spoken  to  and  who  bore  the  sobriquet  of 
.Sleepy  Jim. 

"Hello,  kid;  boss  gone?"  he  said,  enter- 
ing and  throwing  himself  upon  one  of  the 
rude  reclining  chairs. 

"Yes  sir,"  answered  Frank  politely. 

"How  long  is  he  goin'  to  stay  away?" 

"1  don't  know  exactly." 

"I  should  think  he  would  tell  his  pri- 
vate secretary,"  he  said  with  a  sneer. 
t:  "I  am  only  a  laborer  like  yourself,  and 
must  attend  to  my  business  or  my  pay 
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"Your  pay!  Say  young  feller,  that's 
jist  what  I  came  here  to  find  out — some- 
thing  about  pay.  When  I  hired  out  here 
they  promised  me  my  dough  every  thirty 
days,  and  it's  been  nigh  onto  forty  and 
no  dough  yit.  Now  you  may  not  know 
exactly  when  the  boss  is  comin"  back,  but 
I  know  that  you  know  what  ails  our  pay, 
and  what  I  want  to  know  is  when  we're 
goin'  to  git  it." 

"Mr.  MacDonald  said  that  he  was  ex- 


"Do  you  think  I  am  a  dray  or  a  pack- 
horse?" 

"Neither.  Jim;  I  am  only  asking  you  to 
obey  orders.  If  they  are  in  a  hurry  for 
them  you  had  better  be  going  back  after 
them,  for  1  will  not  deliver  the  new  ones 
to  you  unless  you  return  the  broken 
parts." 

Sleepy  Jim  went  out  sullenly.  As  the 
forenoon  wore  away  he  did  not  put  an 
appearance  and  Frank  began  to  wonder 
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pecting  notice  from  Waldow's  express 
office  every  day  about  something  and  I 
think  it  must  mean  the  money  for  the  men , 
but  I  don't  know.  But,  have  you  quit 
work— I  see  you  are  idle  today?" 

"No,  I  ain't  quit  work.  I  came  on  an 
errand  for  the  boss.  He  wants  a  new 
clevis  and  a  mouldboard  for  that  old  side- 
hill  plow.  Struck  a  stone  just  a  minute 
ago  and  busted  clevis  and  mouldboard. 
See?" 

"Where  is  the  broken  part?  you  know 
the  boss  wants  them  when  you  break  any- 
thing." 


if  he  had  really  been  sent  after  the  new 
parts  to  the  plow  or  if  that  had  been  an 
excuse  for  idling  away  time.  When  the 
bosses  turned  in  their  slips  for  work  done 
by  the  men  under  them  he  asked  McKee, 
in  whose  gang  Sleepy  Jim  worked: 

"How  did  you  get  along  without  that 
mouldboard  and  clevis,  Mr.  McKee?" 

"We  used  one  of  the  other  plows.  I 
told  Jim  to  take  along  the  pieces,  and 
supposed  he  did  until  he  came  back,  after 
being  gone  two  hours,  and  said  yon 
wouldn't  give  out  supplies  tjift  |£be  boss- 
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came  back.  He  hid  the  pieces  in  the 
brush,  but  one  of  the  water  boys  saw  him 
and  I  found  them  there.  You  will  notice 
that  I  docked  him  an  hour  today." 

"He  wanted  to  know  when  he  was  go- 
ing to  get  his  money  and  stayed  around 
the  office  talking  about  that  until  I  asked 
him  if  he  had  quit  work." 

"There's  trouble  brewing  among  some 
of  the  men,  for  I  saw  them  talking  to- 
gether at  different  times  during  the  day. 


paring  for  supper,  while  Frank  engaged 
himself  in  entering  the  time  of  the  men 
upon  the  books  as  handed  in  by  the 
bosses. 

He  had  just  finished  the  entries  when 
Sleepy  Jim  entered. 

"Say,  kid,  did  McKee  dock  me  fer  any 
time  today?" 

"One  hour,  Jim." 

"Well,  I  don't  stand  for  no  hour,  do  you 
hear  me?" 
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The  matter  of  pay  is  causing  some  kicks 
from  the  men  who  want  their  money  to  go 
on  a  spree  with,  and  Mac  Donald  is  trying 
to  hold  off  until  we  make  our  next  move 
beyond  the  bridge,  but  I  don't  expect  any 
serious  trouble  from  them.  The  trouble 
seems  to  be  brewing  on  some  other  rea- 
son, but  there  are  only  two  or  three  that's 
connected  with  it  so  -far,  and  it  may  be 
that  it's  all  imagination  on  my  part." 

Having  thus  expressed  himself,  McKee 
went  out  among  the  men,  who  were  pre- 


"Yes,  but  you  will  fixthat  with  McKee." 

"If  you  want  to  be  a  good  feller  among 
the  boys  you  want  to  put  me  down  full 
time  today.  If  ye  don't  you  might  as  well 
quit  tonight,"  he  said  with  a  meaning 
look  at  Frank. 

There  was  an  evil  expression  in  Jim's 
eyes  that  the  boy  feared.  Not  that  he  en- 
tained  any  fear  for  his  personal  safety, 
but  he  had  been  thinking  all  day  of  what 
motive  Jim  had  had  in  coming  to  the 
office,  and  since  McKee  bad  told  him  that 
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Jim  had  been  gone  two  hours  on  the  er- 
rand, he  wondered  what  he  had  been  do- 
ing during  that  time. 

After  supper  pipes  were  produced,  and 
soon  the  camp  presented  an  indolent 
scene,  with  men  here  and  there  stretched 
out  upon  the  ground,  others  singingsongs 
and  others  playing  cards.  Sleepy  Jim 
walked  back  and  forth,  saying  nothing  to 
any  person,  but  casting  an  occasional 
furtive  glance  toward  the  place  where 


glanced  back  several  times  as  if  to  sat- 
isfy himself  that  his  departure  was  not 
noticed.  It  was  growing  dark  now,  and 
as  his  shadow  became  less  distinct  Frank 
slid  off  the  bench  and  dodged  around  the 
corner  of  the  little  office. 

"I  am  just  going  to  watch  that  fellow, 
anyhow,"  he  muttered  to  himself.  "I 
feel  it  in  ray  bones  that  he's  up  to  some- 
thing, and  I'm  going  to  find  out  what 
it  is." 


II 


W.  A.  COON,  MEMBERSHIP  CL.ERK 
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Frank  lay  stretched  out  upon  arudebench 
in  front  of  the  office,  listening  to  McKee 
and  one  other  man  named  Greely,  who 
was  dubbed  by  the  men  as  straw  boss  of 
4<de  gang,"  Frank;  while  listening  dis- 
interestedly, was  keeping  bis  eye  upon 
Sleepy  Jim  without  giving  that  individual 
reason  to  believe  that  he  was  being 
watched.  Finally  Sleepy  Jim  stopped  his 
walk  and  looked  through  the  woods  to- 
ward Brockville  and  then  started  off  in 
that  direction   in  a  leisurely  way.  He 


Frank  followed  cautiously  in  the  direc-' 
tion  he  had  gone  until  he  came  to  a  ravine 
running  in  a  direction  diagonal  to  that 
traversed  by  the  road.  There,  deep  down 
in  a  Clump  of  bushes  he  beheld  a  small 
fire,  and  about  which  he  perceived  a  man 
walking  to  and  fro.  He  soon  beheld  an- 
other person  join  the  camphre  sentinel, 
which  he  recognized  as  Sleepy  Jim. 

"1  guess  Jim  has  made  an  appointment 
by  the  looks  of  things.  I  guess  I'll  creep 
a  little  nearer  and  see  what  kind  of  com- 
pany he  keeps."  < 
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Prank  slid  down  the  grassy  slope  until 
reached  the  bottom,  then  with  the 
:alth  of  an  Indian  he  wormed  his  way 
>t  by  foot  until  secured  a  position  amid 
i  clustering  bushes  that  entirely  con- 
ale  d  him  from  the  men. 
'Glad  you  come,  Jim,  anybody  git  onto 
ur  leavin'  camp?" 

\s  the  light  fell  upon  the  speaker's  face 

ank  started.    It  was  Joe  Kake. 

'Now,  what  in  the  world  has  Joe  Kake 


ought  to  have  had  their  pay  on  the  first, 
as  MacDonald  drew  nine  hundred  dollars 
in  specie  that  day  and  took  it  away  with 
him." 

"On  the  first,  you  say?  That's  the  day 
he  went  to  Waldow  to  see  about  the  coin 
and  came  back  sayin'  it  hadn't  come.  He 
got  back  'long  in  the  night  some  time. 

By  Kake,  that  money  is  in  camp 

some  place  and  we  need  it." 

"That's  what  I  concluded  when  the 
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:ommoD  with  Sleepy  Jim  I  wonder.  I 
n't  know  they  were  acquainted." 
No  one  saw  me  leave  the  camp,  and  if 
y  did  no  one  would  think  anything 
>ut  it.  Well,  what  did  you  find  out?" 
I  loafed  around  Waldow  all  day  and 
:  to  talkin '  with  the  agent  there  about 
r  new  railroad.  I  told  him  that  work 
s  goin*  to  stop  Saturday  night  if  the 
m  didn't  git  their  pay.  Course  he  took 
:  bait,  but  be  nearly  knocked  the  wind 
t  of  me  when  he  told  me  that  the  men 


agent  told  me  he  drawed  it,  but  where  did 
he  put  it." 

"I  had  a  suspicion  yesterday  that  the 
money  was  hid  in  the  office  somewhere 
and  went  up  on  an  errand  for  the  boss  to 
see  if  I  could  spot  9  place  where  it  might 
be  kept.  I  looked  in  every  crook,  buL  I 
made  up  my  mind  that  if  any  money  was 
there  it  must  be  among  some  of  the  sup- 
plies in  the  little  room  off  the  office  that 
the  kid  keeps  locked  all  the  time  and 
don't  allow  anyone  to  go  into." 
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"You've  hit  the  spot  Jim,  and  we  can 
find  it  if  it  is  there.  The  old  moss  backs 
around  this  town  will  be  surprised  to  see 
Joe  Rake  walkin'  among  them  another 
year  without  workin*.  You  see  that  last 
job  didn't  pan  out  very  well  and  I  had  to 
keep  shady  here  among  the  folks  who 
don't  know  anything  about  me  since  I 
growed  up  a  farmer  boy  amongst  them." 

"Well,  when  had  we  better  crack  the 
office?" 


kid  this  afternoon  and  suspicion  would 
tack  fast  to  me  right  away  if  he's  told 
McKee  what  I  said.  No,  no,  Joe,  we 
daren't  try  that." 

"Let's  kidnap  him  and  take  him  to  the 
old  cabin  down  on  the  river  and  tie  him 
there  until  someone  comes  along.  We 
can  blindfold  him  so  he  kin  never  tell  any 
of  us  again." 

"That's  a  good  idee,  and  tonight's  as 
good  a  time  as  any  to  do  the  job.  What 


MISS  WING.  STENOGRAPHER. 
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"Well,  let's  reckon  on  what  trouble  we'll 
meet.  First,  the  boss  is  away;  that's  in 
our  favor.  The  men  sleep  away  from  the 
office  a  good  ways,  and  pretty  sound,  too; 
that's  another  thing  that's  in  our  favor. 
The  only  thing  that's  in  our  way  is  the 
kid,  who  sleeps  in  the  hammock  in  the  of- 
fice; what's  to  be  done  with  him?" 

"What's  your  idee?" 

"Slip  a  knife  in  him." 

"No,  that  won't  do.    I  threatened  the 


do  you  say?" 

"Agreed,"  said  Jake,  with  a  vehement 
slap  upon  his  thigh.  "But  say,  Jim,  it 
won't  do  to  go  sportin'  ten  dollar  gold 
pieces  around  these  parts  for  some  time, 
you  understand  that?" 

"Jest  what  I  was  goin'  to  say,  and  be- 
sides I've  got  a  little  dough  comin'  that  I 
want.  I  have  to  stay  around  these  parts 
till  I  make  the  raise,  then  I'm  ready  to 
fly  my  kite.    I  was  sorry  you  got  into  a 
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jangle  with  the  boss,  'cause  we  could  both 
have  worked  and  when  we  drawed  our 
pay  we  would  have  some  excuse  for 
showin  up  the  shiners;  see?" 

"I'll  hit  him  for  a  job  as  soon  as  he 
comes  back,  too.  He's  just  that  kind  of 
a  feller  what  don't  let  anything  like  that 
hold  him  off  from  givin  a  man  a  job.  But 
I'll  tell  ye,  I'd  like  to  knife  him  fer  that 
dirty  lick  he  give  me.  Lord!  I  thought  a 
horse  kicked  me." 


which  no  one  would  ever  suspect  had  any- 
thing under  it,  'sides  they  wouldn't  find 
the  cave  in  a  hundred  years." 
"Come  on." 

Frank  had  listened  attentively  to  all 
their  plans  and  their  sudden  determination 
to  put  into  execution  those  plans  caught 
him  quite  without  any  plan  of  operation 
by  which  he  might  frustrate  those  of  the 
robbers.  He  had  revolved  a  plan  in  mind 
of  fleeing  to  the  camp  and  arousing  Mc- 
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"I'll  tell  ye  what  let's  do;  let's  bury 
the  stuff  till  we  git  ready  to  vamoose." 

"If  that's  your  idee,  right  here  is  the 
spot  to  do  it,"  said  Kake,  walking  to  a 
rocky  projection  in  the  ravine  covered  by 
densely  growing  vines,  which  he  pulled 
aside  disclosing  an  aperture  large  enough 
for  a  man  to  creep  into.  "Here  is  my  old 
treasure  vault  that  has  served  the  pur- 
pose many  times  before,  and  no  one 
knows  of  it  but  you  and  me.  There  is  aflat 
stone  inside  that  kin  be  raised  up  and 
will  hold  a  wheelbarrow  load  of  stuff, 


Kee,  but  left  behind  as  he  was  without 
any  prearranged  ideas  of  what  he  should 
do  under  the  circumstances  left  him  help- 
lessly dazed.  He  sat  in  deep  study  for 
some  time;  at  last  he  said  to  himself: 

"I  have  an  idea,  too.  I  will  wait  here 
until  they  return— if  they  do.  If  they 
don't  I  shall  feel  guilty  as  if  I  had  taken 
part  in  the  robbery."  Frank  settled  down 
among  the  bushes  to  rest  and  think. 

He  had  fallen  into  a  slight  doze  when 
he  heard  someone  move  near  him,  even 
disturbing  the  bushes  in  which  he  was 
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concealed.  He  could  hear  his  heart  beat 
loudly.  Then  he  heard  other  steps  com- 
ing behind  and  nearer  to  his  place  of  con- 
cealment. 

"The  fire's  out  Jim;  just  throw  on  a 
few  sticks  and  light  'em  till  we  can  see 
where  to  stow  this  stuff.  Pretty  clever  he 
thought,  eh?  In  a  nail  keg  with  the  hoops 
drove  on,  but  we  found  it  just  the  same. 
Must  be  a  clear  nine  hundred  here— just 
what  he  drawed."  • 


of  the  location  of  the  camp  and  arrive 
there  from  the  direction  of  Brockville. 
After  he  thought  them  quite  out  of  hear- 
ing he  stumbled  on  in  haste  to  reach  the 
highway  through  bush  and  bramble,  fre- 
quently falling  headlong  to  the  ground. 
He  had  traveled  nearly  a  half  mile  in 
this  manner  when  he  realized  that  he  was 
lost.  He  sought  to  retrace  his  footsteps, 
but  each  step  seemed  to  lead  him  into  a 
deeper  labyrinth  than  he  had  yet  trav- 
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"I  should  say  so.   Luck  right  with  us, 
too,  for  the  kid's  gone  home,  and  say— 
'  Kake!    If  the  kid  went  home  without 
orders  and  the  stuff  is  gone,  who's  to 
blame?" 

"Suspicion  will  point -to  the  kid  sure 
enough.   We're  safe." 

Frank  drew  a  sigh  of  relief  as  he  heard 
their  footsteps  retreating.   He  drew  him- 
self up  from  his  cramped  position  and 
started  to  follow  them.   Fearful  of  meet- 
^  ing  them  he  determined  to  make  a  detour 


ersed.  At  last  he  sat  down  in  dispair 
and  determined  to  wait  until  morning 
should  dawn.  His  eyes  grew  heavy  at 
length  and  he  was  soon  sleeping  soundly 
as  if  he  were  in  his  little  bed  at  home  or 
in  his  hammock  at  the  little  office.  In 
his  dream  he  again  witnessed  the  robbery 
and  saw  them  carrying  away  the  bags  of 
coin  with  which  the  men  were  to  be  paid. 
Then  the  scene  changed  and  he  saw  him- 
self in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff,  while' 
Jim  and  Kake  stood  before  him  as  his- 
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accusers.  His  heart  was  broken  at  the 
sight  of  his  poor  old  mother  who  wept 
for  him  as  they  led  him  away  a  prisoner. 
He  awoke  with  the  cry  on  his  lips  that  he 
was  innocent — innocent.  The  snn  was 
high  in  the  heavens  and  he  realized  that 
his  fatiguing  trip  of  cue  night  before  had 
made  him  oversleep. 

"My  goodness !  Where  am  I  ?"  he  said. 
"Oh,  yes;  I'm  lost.  What  direction  is 
camp,  anyway?   That's  east,"  he  said, 


*I  wonder  what  the  men  will  say  that 
I'm  not  there.  I  wonder  if  Mr.  MacDon- 
aid  is  returned.   I  wonder—" 

He  stopped  short  as  he  saw  a  group  of 
men  about  the  little  office  start  toward 
him.  By  their  determined  looks  he  saw 
that  something  was  wrong  and  their  atti- 
tude toward  him  was  anything  but 
friendly. 

"Here  comes  the  little  cuss  now,"  said 
one. 


BQN.  CLIFFORD,  CLERK. 
Interior  View  O.  R.  C.  Headquarters— Courtesy  Cedar  Rapids  Commercial  Club. 


pointing  in  the  direction  from  which  the 
sun  was  rising.  "Then  that  must  be  west, 
and  that  south.  Seems  funny— sun  is  in  the 
wrong  direction,  but  I  guess  the  good 
Lord  hasn't  changed  things  since  yester- 
day. I'm  southwest  of  Brockville  all 
right  and  south  of  the  road,  so  I'll  just 
start  northeast  by  north,  that  ought  to 
bring  me  out  all  right." 

Frank's  calculations  were  correct,  for 
he  soon  began  to  recognize  his  surround- 
ings and  came  out  on  the  road  between 
Brockville  and  the  camp. 


"What  is  the  matter,  men?"  asked 
Frank. 

"Matter  enough,  you  little  varmint; 
where's  the  money  you  stole  last  nighif? 
Answer  quick,  or  we'll  string  you  upf 
they  shouted. 

At  that  moment  MacDonald  came  out 
of  the  office. 

"Men,  take  your  hands  off  the  boy. 
You  shall  have  your  money  tomorrow  at 
noon  at  the  latest,  but  I  want  to  have  a 
talk  with  the  boy  in  the  office.  If  he  Is 
guilty,  as  you  imagine,  the  law  must  take 
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its  course,  but  you  shall  not  harm  him. 
Fall  back!"  he  shouted. 

The  determined  tone  of  John  MacDon- 
ald's  voice  was  enough  to  satisfy  them 
that  he  would  brook  no  interference  from 
any  of  them,  and  they  fell  back  to  a  man. 

"Now,  Frank,  come  with  me  into  the 
office." 

.  When  they  were  alone,  he  said: 

"Frank,  I  had  nine  hundred  dollars 
concealed  in  a  nail  keg  among  the  nails 
and  headed  up.  I  cannot  believe  you 
guilty  of  stealing  it,  yet  I  found  you  gone 
and  the  office  open  when  I  came  this 
morning,  and  your  hammock  showed  that 
it  was  not  used  last  night.  Do  you  know 
where  the  money  is?  Answer  me  truth- 
fully." 
"Yes,  sir;  I  do." 

John  MacDonald  reeled.  Frank's  con- 
fession nearly  overcame  him. 

"Let  me  tell  you  what  happened  last 
night,  sir." 

Then  followed  Frank's  recital  of  every 
detail  connected  with  the  robbery,  wind- 
ing up  with  his  recital  of  a  night  lost  in 
the  woods.  John  grasped  his  hand  and 
said: 

"Forgive  me,  Frank,  for  believing  you 
guilty,  even  with  your  first  utterance.  Do 
you  think  you  can  lead  me  to  the  spot 
where  the  money  is  hidden?" 

"I  am  sure  I  can,  sir." 

"Kake  has  already  applied  for  work,  and 
as  you  have  said  of  him  I  gave  him  employ- 
ment and  he  is  now  among  the  number  who 
are  idle  outside.  I  shall  demand  of  the 
men  a  pledge  to  offer  no  bodily  harm  to  the 
guilty  party  on  condition  that  their  wages 
be  paid  them  within  two  hours.  This  will 
give  us  sufficient  force  to  capture  Kake 
and  Sleepy  Jim,  however  great  their  re- 
sistence  may  be.  Come  with  me  to  the 
door." 

John  opened  the  door  and  called  to  the 
men  to  listen  to  his  announcement  of  his 
findings.  When  all  had  gathered  in  front 
of  the  little  office  John  noted  that  Kake 
and  Sleepy  Jim  were  nearest  him.  Then 
he  said: 

.  "Men,  I  have  called  you  here  as  citizens 
of  a  community  to  uphold  the  dignity  of 
the  peace.  If  there  is  a  criminal  among 
you  and  evidence  points  to  his  guilt  that 
man  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  is  innocent 
until  proved  guilty.   Now,  I  am  going  to 


ask  each  one  of  you  to  pledge  your  • 
tection  to  the  guilty  party  and  I 
agree  on  my  part  to  pay  you  your  mc 
within  two  hours  if  you  will  do  this 
do  not  mean  that  he  shall  go  free, 
that  you  shall  take  him  in  band  and  1 
him  over  to  the  proper  authorities  * 
will  try  him  for  the  crime  of  robt 
you  of  your  money.  Do  you  agree  tc 
this.  Remember,  John  MacDonald 
do  just  as  he  says." 

One  by  one  they  agreed  to  the  prop 
tion  until  it  came  to  Kake. 

"I'll  not  agree  to  anything  of  the  k 
The  kid  is  a  thief  and  ought  to  be  str 
up." 

"I  think  the  same  as  this  man  doc 
said  Jim,  pointing  to  Kake. 

Then  MacDonald  called  MacKee  to 
and  whispered  a  few  words  to  him,  w 
he  in  turn  communicated  something 
the  others. 

"Well,  if  ye  are  the  jedge  o'  this  c 
let's  hear  yer  decision,"  said  Sleepy  J 
"You  haint  said  yit  who's  guilty." 

"Men,  when  I  announce  the  guilty  o 
make  them  fast.  I  have  indisputable 
dence.   They  are — "  he  hesitated  a 
ond,  then  pronounced  the  names—" 
Kake  and  Sleepy  Jim." 

"It's  a  lie!"  they  roared;  but  they  i 
soon  overcome  and  bound. 

"Prove  us  guilty,"  shouted  Kake. 

"Frank,  tell  the  men  your  story,"  I 
John. 

Frank  related  substantially  all  tha 
had  told  John. 

"Lead  us  to  the  place  where  our  do 
is  hid  and  we'll  believe  you,"  said  on 

Then  followed  a  long  processior 
men  who  were  soon  at  the  place  w] 
the  money  had  been  hidden.  Frank  s 
discovered  th,e  stone,  but  it  was  ne 
sary  to  call  for  assistance  to  raise  it. 
the  bottom  were  several  bags,  all 
had  been  stolen  from  the  office. 

"They  are  all  here,  boys,"  said  J< 

There  was  a  great  cheer  from  the  : 
and  someone  suggested  that  they  rid< 
guilty  ones  on  a  rail.  There  was  no  < 
trolling  them  and  soon  they  were  prop 
coated  with  tar  and  leaves  and  give 
taste  of  that  punishment  meted  oo 
objects  of  scorn.  When  the  men  \ 
satisfied  the  criminals  were  placed 
wagon  and  hurried  off  to  the  county 
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charges  were  preferred  against 
them  and  they  were  bonnd  over  to  conrt. 
It  would  add  no  interest  to  our  narrative 
to  recite  their  defense  which  had  nothing 
in  it  to  say  the  most.  The  sentence  given 
them  will  keep  them  from  other  crimes  of 
a  similar  nature  for  a  number  of  years 
and  a  discouraging  outlook  stares  them 
in  the  face  at  the  expiration  of  that  term, 


when  they  will  be  called  to  answer  for 
other  crimes. 

Little  remains  to  be  said.  Frank  re- 
mained with  John  MacDonald  until  the 
completion  of  the  Brock ville  &  St.  Clair 
railroad,  when  be  was  sent  to  college, 
and  it  is  stated  authoritatively  that  at  the 
expiration  of  his  college  course  he  will  be 
a  full  fledged  civil  engineer  who  will  enter 
a  partnership  known  as  MacDonald.  & 
Gordon,  Contractors  and  Civil  Engineers. 


LARGEST  ENGINE  IN  THB  WORLD — ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
Ran  between  Centralia  and  Mounds.  111.  Courtesy  Brother.  8.  E.  Lowtber,  of  206. 


AMD  COMPULSORY  ARBITRATION. 

[By  W.  Macarthur.  Courtesy  of  The  Forum.] 


From  the  beginning  of  the  era  of  the 
labor  movement  proper,  when  the  asso- 
ciations of  the  working  class  were  openly 
divested  of  all  disguise  and  freely  de- 
clared to  be  primarily  industrial  in  char- 
acter and  scope,  the  strike  has  held  the 
most  conspicuous  place  among  the  phe- 
nomena developed  by  the  relations  be- 
tween employer  and  employe.  This  is 
but  natural,  as  the  strike  arrests  the 
thought  of  the  community  in  proportion 


as  it  arrests  the  progress  of  production, 
thus  touching  those  chords  in  the  system 
of  daily  life  to  which  every  society  is  im- 
mediately responsive. 

But,  above  all  considerations  involving 
the  material  aspects  of  the  case,  there  are 
the  moral  aspects,  as  manifested  in  the 
spectacle  of  suffering,  of  fortitude,  rising 
not  infrequently  to  the  heroic,  and,  withal, 
of  desperation,  that  so  often  characterize 
this  species  of  warfare.  It  is  the  moral 
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phase  of  the  strike  that  has  exercised  the 
best  thought  of  many  countries,  and  has 
led  to  the  intervention  of  leaders  in  other 
spheres  of  endeavor,  to  the  end  that  open 
conflict  may  be  avoided  by  recourse  to 
methods  more  in  keeping  with  reason, 
and,  therefore,  more  conducive  to  fair 
adjustment,  or,  in  any  event,  less  de- 
structive of  the  forces  engaged. 

Notwithstanding  these  efforts,  the  strike 
continues  to  be  an  ever-recurrent  feature 
of  industrial  life,  increasing  in  its  power 
to  affect  the  general  comfort  and  safety 
with  the  increase  of  organization  among 
the  respective  forces.  The  typical  in- 
stance of  such  labor  troubles  is  no  longer 
a  merely  local  affair,  affecting  at  most  a 
few  hundred  persons,  and  constituting  no 
problem  for  public  solution  except  that 
of  maintaining  law  and  order,  to  which 
requirement  it  is  easily  conformable,  re- 
gardless of  what  miscarriage  of  justice 
may  ensue  from  the  summary  interference 
of  the  authorities.  ,  Instead,  the  strike  of 
the  present  day  is  more  likely  to  assume 
the  proportions  of  a  national,  or  even  an 
international,  concern,  in  which  the  entire 
membership  of  one  or  more  great  labor 
organizations  is  pitted  against  a  corre- 
sponding  combination  of  employers.  Com- 
monly, in  such  cases,  the  transportation, 
mining,  or  other  primary  industry  is  for 
the  time  suspended,  with  the  result  that 
numberless  tributary  interests  are  dis- 
located, while  the  public  at  large  is  made 
party  to  the  original  cause  of  disturbance. 

Now,  it  is  clear  that  in  such  a  state  of 
things  any  attempt  at  suppression  must 
always  be  attended  by  the  danger  of  con- 
verting an  industrial,  or  passive,  conflict 
into  actual  civil  war.  Public  acquiescence 
in  the  use  of  the  civic  or  military  forces 
for  the  suppression  of  strikers  is,  and  in 
all  probability  will  continue  to  be,  con- 
ditional upon  the  violation  of  law  by  the 
latter.  But  it  must  be  admitted  by  those 
who  have  intelligently  observed  the  de- 
velopment of  the  labor  movement  that  the 
tendency  toward  violence  decreases  with 
the  increase  of  the  numbers  involved,  by 
the  very  fact  that  a  proportionate  degree 
of  discipline  is  implied  in  the  growth  of 
organization. 

While  in  its  essence,  as  an  active  pro- 
test against  injustice,  the  strike  retains 
its  original  characteristics,  in  its  inci- 


dentals it  is  marked  by  decreasing 
dividual  hardship,  and,  consequently, 
decreasing  individual  propensity  to  act 
passion  and  blindness.  Much  of  t 
suffering  and  much  of  the  ignorance  tl 
distinguished  the  industrial  conflicts 
past  times— the  consequences  of  wbi 
are  to  be  noted  in  those  outbreaks 
violence  actuated  by  sheer  anger  a 
oblivious  of  the  laws  of  cause  and  effec 
are  now  obviated  by  the  power  of  endi 
ance  afforded  by  ample  relief  funds  a 
the  confidence  that  results  from  a  w< 
reasoned  judgment  of  the  conditions 
be  dealt  with.  In  a  word,  the  strike 
today  differs  from  that  of  the  .past  in  tl 
it  is  an  intellectual  rather  than  aphysii 
contest. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  use 
force  is  unjustifiable  by  any  theory 
law,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  p 
eluded  not  only  by  every  conception 
justice,  but  also,  and  more  effectually, 
the  patent  danger  ever  attendant  up 
such  method,  that  once  invoked  tht 
maybe  no  laying  the  power  of  arms  sh< 
of  a  convulsion  in  which  other  isst 
may  arise  to  obscure  and  entrap  the  fii 
verdict.  A  body  of  men  numbering, 
may  be.  in  the  hundreds  of  thousan 
may  quit  work  and  by  so  doing  may  aff« 
materially  the  interests  of  countless  otj 
persons;  but  so  long  as  the  right  of  p 
sonal  liberty,  of  which  the  right  to  q 
work  is  merely  a  concrete  expression, 
recognized  as  a  principle  of  the  soc 
compact,  no  governor  or  president  c 
use  the  forces  at  his  command  in  s>c 
manner  as  practically  to  abrogate  tl 
right  without  arousing  a  public  teini 
which,  although  in  some  cases  expendi 
itself  in  verbal  protest,  is  at  all  tin 
pregnant  with  possibilities  of  much  grar 
consequences. 

Thus,  both  the  extent  and  the  con 
tions  of  the  modern  strike  combine 
form  an  issue  in  the  study  of  which  t 
profoundest  minds  have  found  their 
genuity  at  fault.  That  strikes  recur, 
not  with  increasing  frequency,  at  lei 
with  increasing  force;  that  the  difficult 
in  the  way  of  settling,  that  is,  of  si 
pressing,  them  increase  in  proportion 
the  numbers  involved;  that  the  public  i 
becoming  more  and  more  involunti 
sufferers,  while  their  means  of  rel 
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through  existing  agencies  are 
as  surely  becoming  futile  and 
obsolete;  that,  in  a  word,  the 
public  intelligence  and  the 
public  conscience  stand  accus- 
ed and  helpless,  bound  to  a 
creed  of  industrialism,  the 
tenets  of  which  are  fast  being 
superseded  by  the  facts  of 
progress— such  are  the  condi- 
tions that  await  solution  at 
the  hands  of  some  Perseus  of 
constructive  statesmanship. 

At  the  present  moment,  the 
attention  of  publicists  and 
economists  is  focused  upon 
compulsory  arbitration  as  the 
most  promising  method  of 
superseding  the  strike.  As 
most  commonly  understood, 
the  plan  of  compulsory  arbi- 
tration contemplates  the  es- 
tablishment o  f  industrial 
courts  having  powers  analog- 
ous to  those  of  the  ordinary 
tribunals  of  law,  but  with  the 
essential  difference  that  their 
decisions  shall  be  non-appeal- 
able. Upon  request  of  either 
party  to  a  disagreement,  the 
opposing  party,  although  de- 
sirous of  contesting  the  issue 
upon  its  own  resources.,  may 
be  forced  into  court  under  the 
usual  penalties  of  default. 
Thus,  compulsion  is  two  fold: 
it  compels  arbitration  in  the 
first  instance,  and  it  compels 
obedience  to  the  findings  of 
the  arbitrators  in  the  end. 

In  general,  the  conditions 
attending  recourse  to  these  in- 
dustrial courts  are: 

1.  Individual  employes  cannot  in 
voice  arbitration. 

2.  Employes  can  secure  legal 
standing  only  through  a  trade-union. 
This,  however,  is  a  merely  nominal 
stipulation,  as  a  few  men  may  or- 
ganize for  that  purpose,  irrespective 
of  any  previously  existing:  organiza- 
tion among  the  greater  number  of 
employes  in  the  same  trade. 

3.  Trade-unions  must  be  incorpor- 
ated and  registered  for  the  purposes 
of  the  law. 

4.  The  decision*  of  the:  arbitra 
tion  courts  are  final  and  binding  foi 
specified  periods,  under  penalty  oj 
fines  upon  the  employes,  collectively 
or  individually. 
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5.  No  strike  or  lockout  can  be  declared  for  the 
purpose  of  defeating:  a  contemplated  recourse  to 
arbitration  by  either  party. 

6.  When  a  strike  or  lockout  occurs,  the  arbitra- 
tion court  may.  at  the  request  of  either  party  and 
within  a  riven  time,  order  a  return  to  work  pend- 
ing; a  formal  trial  of  the  dispute. 

'  7.  Employes  cannot  leave  their  unions  during; 
arbitration,  or  while  a  decision  is  in  force,  for  the 
purpose  of  evading;  its  terms,  except  upon  giving 
three  months'  notice. 

8.  Employes  may  be  discharged  at  any  time  for 
any  reason  other  than  that  of  defeating;  an  award. 

9.  Ruling?  of  the  courts  upon  hours,  wages,  em- 
ployment of  trade-unionists,  and  other  conditions 
of  trade,  although  rendered  at  the  instance  of  a 
single  body,  may  be  declared  applicable  to  all  em- 
ployes within  any  given  area. 

10.  Legal  counsel  is  not  allowable,  txctpt  by 
consent  of  both  parties. 

11.  The  court  of  arbitration,  at  any  time  during 
the  life  of  an  award,  reserves  the  right  to  adjudge 
obnoxious  thereto  any  act  of  either  party,  althi  ugh 
such  act  may  not  be  expressly  inbibittd  by  the 
award,  and  may  punish  it  by  the  usual  pn  ceedings 
of  committal  or  attachment. 

12.  The  awards  of  the  courts  cannot  be  set  aside 
for  any  informality,  or  challenged,  apptaltd 
against,  reviewed,  quashed,  or  calltd  in  question 
by  any  court  of  judicature  on  any  account  what- 
ever. 

13.  The  court  of  arbitration  consi»ts  of  three 
members,  appointed  by  the  governor,  one  of  »  bom 
shall  be  recommended  by  tbe  employers  and  one 
by  the  employes,  while  tbe  third  shall  be  a  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  wbo  shall  be  tbe  presiding 
officer. 

Such  are  tbe  salient  features  of  the  New 
Zealand  Compulsory  Arbitration  Law,  the 
model  which  is  most  generally  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  American  trade- 
unionists  and  legislators.  It  is  claimed 
on  behalf  of  this  measure,  which  became 
law  in  1895,  that  it  has  practically  elimi- 
nated the  strike  from  the  industrial  phe- 
nomena of  that  section  of  the  antipodes; 
that  its  results  have  been  uniformly  fav- 
orable to  the  employe  class;  that  it  has 
minimized  the  evils  of  competition  among 
employers;  and  that  it  has  inaugurated  a 
new  regime  in  the  relations  between  em- 
ployer and  employe,  banishing  distrust 
and  discord,  and  inducing  a  recognition 
of  mutual  interest  and  a  spirit  of  mutual 
confidence.  To  all  of  this  the  employers 
subscribe;  and,  although  confessedly  the 
losers  in  most  of  the  cases  decided,  they 
join  with  their  employes  in  acclaiming  the 
Compulsory  Arbitration  Law  the  most 
beneficent  enactment  ever  made  in  the 
field  of  economics. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  basis  of  this 
system  is  not  the  settlement,  but  the  pre- 


vention, of  the  strike,  the  compulsory 
submission  of  grievances  to  arbitration, 
the  award  of  which  may  be  enforced  by 
such  penalties  as  the  arbitrators  may  deem 
appropriate— specifically  by  fines  or  gen- 
erally by  commitment  for  contempt.  To 
the  objection  that  this  would,  in  event 
that  the  award  were  utterly  repugnant  to 
the  employes,  amount  to  involuntary  ser- 
vitude, the  advocates  of  New  Zealand  law 
reply  that  such  contingency  may  be  ob- 
viated by  the  refusal  of  the  employes  to 
organize  and  register  under  the  act.  In  a 
word,  to  remain  free  the  workers  must 
remain  unorganized.  It  thus  appears  that, 
tested  by  the  right  of  personal  liberty— 
the  right  to  quit  work— compulsory  arbi- 
tration is  inconsistent  with  and,  in  fact, 
fatal  to  trade-unionism.  But  the  case 
prtsented  is  not  one  that  relates  merely 
to  the  question  as  to  which  of  these  funda- 
mt  ntal  rights  shall  be  surrendered.  The 
right  to  t  rganize  and  the  right  to  quit 
work  are  i  orrelative.  One  of  them  cannot 
exist  in  practical  force  and  efftct  without 
the  other.  Consequently,  the  establish- 
ment of  compulsory  arbitration  would 
work  a  virtual  negation  of  all  the  real 
liberties  now  possessed  by  the  individual. 

Possibly,  this  statement  or  the  problem 
when  presented  to  a  mind  trained  to  con- 
ceptions of  a  political  state  in  which  no 
account  is  taken  of  human  liberty— in 
which  the  basis  of  government  consists  in 
the  assumption  by  one  class  of  proprie- 
tary rights  in  tbe  labor  of  another  and  the 
recognition  by  the  latter  of  the  obligation 
of  servitude— may  seem  somewhat  irrele- 
vant. To  the  working  class  accustomed 
to  this  view  of  men's  relations,  the  right 
of  personal  liberty  suggests  nothingmore 
than  an  abstraction,  at  best.  Conse- 
quently, the  preservation  of  that  right, 
even  where  it  exists  in  practice  and  by 
virtue  of  usage,  cannot  be  expected  to 
weigh  against  the  advantages  to  be  se- 
cured by  any  system  which,  in  however 
small  degree,  lessens  the  burden  of  a  lot 
otherwise  without  amelioration.  Where 
no  right  of  refusal  to  work  is  claimed  by 
a  people  as  inherent  in  the  governmental 
system,  there  can  be  no  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple, though  there  may  be  a  serious  mis- 
judgment  of  policy  ia  the  adoption  of 
compulsory  arbitration.  In  such  case  the 
effect  would  be  simply  to  give  definite 
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expression  to  an  established 
theory  of  the  relation  between 
master  and  servant. 

It  is  not  without  interest,  if 
only  as  a  deductive  proof  of 
the  reasoning  upon  which 
alone  compulsory  arbitration 
can  be  justified,  that  the  birth- 
place of  that  system  is,  of  all 
English-speaking  countries, 
precisely  the  one  in  which  the 
force  of  circumstances— loca- 
tion, inherited  institutions.and 
the  predominating  character- 
istics of  its  inhabitants— 
naturally  limits  sentiment  on 
ihe  labor  question  within 
lines  of  regulation  in  the  high- 
est degree  liberal,  but  yet  es- 
sentially restrictive  of  indi- 
vidual liberty.  The  same  rule 
is  observable  in  the  character 
of  the  objections  raised  in  cer- 
tain quarters,  as,  for  instance 
in  Great  Britain,  where  much 
stress  is  laid  upon  the  compo- 
sition of  the  arbitration  courts 
and  other  purely  incidental 
features  of  the  system. 

The  organization  of  the 
workers  in  trade-unions  is,  in 
reality,  not  merely  a  means  of 
securing  those  material  ob- 
jects in  which  for  the  time  it 
may  seem  to  be  absorbed,  but 
rather  an  ethical  movement 
co-ordinate  with  those  other 
forces  of  nature  and  adapta- 
tion which  make  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  society  as  a 
whole.  In  view  of  those  who 
best  appreciate  the  spirit  of 
the  movement,  the  trade-union 
is  the  germ  from  which  alone 
a  just  and  rational  system  of 
national  association  can  be 
possibly  evolved.  As  the  fit- 
test, and,  in  fact,  the  only  ad- 
equate, means  of  giving  ex- 
pression to  the  claims  of  la- 
bor, more  especially  as  the 
great  moral  element  in  the 
growth  of  the  race,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  trade  union  is  an 
indispensable  condition  to  the 
establishment  of  a  system  of 
government  which  shall  rest, 
practically    as  well   as  the- 
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oretically,  upon  the  rights  and  duties 
<x£  labor,  rather  than  upon  the  assump- 
tion of  caste  and  wealth.  In  this 
view  of  the  trade-union's  funct  on  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  10  step 
be  taken  which,  even  though  it  miy  prom- 
ise temporary  advantage  to  the  immediate 
objects  of  the  workers,  would  destroy  or 
vitiate  a  pre- existing  right  necessary  to 
the  attainment  of  the  ultimate , ends  of 
organization. 

To  the  average  American  mind  at  all 
conversant  with  the  genius  and  history  of 
the  United  States  Government,:  a  mere 
statement  of  the  potentialities  inherent 
in  the  right  of  personal  liberty  may  seem 
a  needless  insistence  upon  self-evident 
fact.  Nevertheless,  it  is  in  the  American 
trade-union  councils  that  we  must  seek 
the  broadest  understanding  and  th'e'most 
practical  application  of  this  right.  Here 
we  find  the  right  of  personal  liberty  de- 
fined as  the  "right  to  quit  work,"  This 
definition  meets  all  the  requirements  of 
the  term,  that  it  is  really  the  only  defini- 
tion that  expresses  the  practical  essence 
of  the  thought,  will  be  seen  at  a  glance. 
Men's  labor  power  being  his  only  natural 
means  of  subsistence,  it  follows  {hat  any 
interference  with  the  exercise  of  that 
power  must  correspondingly  militate 
against  his  chances  of  living.  In  princi- 
ple it  makes  no  difference  whether  such 
interference  consists  in  the  denial  or  the 
enforcement  of  labor,  since  both  are 
equally  an  interference  with  the  free  oper- 
ation of  a  function  co- existent  with  life 
itself.  The  man  who  is  forced  to  labor 
against  his  will  is  no  whit  more  free,  in 
respect  to  his  capacity  for  self-govern- 
ment, than  he  who  is  forced  to  accept  em- 
ployment upon  any  terms  as  a  necessity 
to  mere  existence.  In  both  cases  the 
negation  of  personal  liberty  is  consum- 
mated in  the  loss  of  freedom  in  the  exer- 
cise of  that  power  which  is  necessary  to 
life,  and,  consequently,  to  the  purposes 
of  living. 

Upon  this  understanding  of  th$  princi- 
ples involved  in  the  practice  of  compul- 
sory arbitration,  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  has,  on  different  occasions,  for- 
mally declared  against  that  method  as 
inimical  to  the  purposes  of  the  trade-union 
and  inconsistent  with  free  government. 
The  British  Trade-Union  Congress,  held 


in.  September  of  the  past  year,  and  rej 
senting  nearly  a  "million  and  *a  quai 
organized  workers,  declared  against  c< 
pulsory  arbitration  by  a  vote  of  net 
four  to  onV.  '•'  • «. 

•  Speaking  particularly  of  \he  Ameri 
attitude  on  this  question,  it  is  held  t 
any  plan  which  prohibits  recourse  to 
strike,  when  all  other  efforts  at  adji 
ment  fail,  must  by  that  fact  destroy 
power  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of 
trade-union.  Organization  among 
workers,  while  tending  to  lessen  the  nt 
ber  of  strikes  by  preventing  or  remedy 
those  grievances  which  inevitably  ind 
strikes,  is  possible  only  where  the  po 
to  strike  is  held  in  reserve.  Indeed,  c< 
pulsory  arbitration  as  practiced  in  > 
Zealand  makes  the  trade-union  super 
ous  for  all  real  good.  Under  that  law, ; 
seven  men  or  women  workers,  organi 
and  registered  in  the  prescribed  mam 
can  accomplish  as  much,  in  the  final  ev< 
as  any  greater  number.  An  organizat 
of  a  thousand  workers  exercise  a  prot 
tionate  influence  upon  the  conditions 
their  calling,  provided  always  that  t 
retain  the  power  to  enforce  their  dema: 
by  refusing  to  work  until  these  are  grant 
The  power  of  united  numbers,  consist 
as  it  does  in  the  power- corresponds 
to  affect  production,  becomes  nil  when 
power  to  cease  producing  is  lost. 

Two  important  conclusions  seem  clef 
established  upon  these  grounds:  Fi 
that  compulsory  arbitration  and  tr 
unionism  are  irreconcilable,  for  the  rea 
that,  while  both  are  ostensibly  desigi 
to  accomplish  the  same  purpose,  t 
conflict  in  method;  the  former  premis 
upon  the  power  and  authority  of 
state,  and  the  latter  upon  the  power  i 
.prerogative  of  the  individual.  Seconc 
that  as 'concerns  personal  liberty  tb 
institutions  stand  in  opposite  bearing, 
one  as  superseding,  the  other  as  const 
ing  and  enlarging,  that  principle  of  g 
ernment.  In  the  judgment  of  the  Am 
can  trade-unionists,  therefore,  there 
be  no  choice  between  compulsory  arbi 
tion,  which  by  enforcing  peace  in  all 
cumstances,  would  undoubtedly  suppi 
progress  in  certain  events?  and  tre 
unionism,  which,  although  perhaps  1 
potent  in  preventing  open  strife,  is  sti 
great  instrument  of  peace  and.  at 
Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


477 


same  time,  a  safeguard  in  the  untram- 
meled  use  of  these  functions  upon  which 
the  workers  depend  for  ultimate  advance- 
ment in  social  and  political,  as  well  as 
in  industrial,  affairs. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the 
opposition  of  the  American  and  British 
trade-unions  to  compulsory  arbitration  by 
no  means  argues  a  disposition  on  their 
part  to  deny  the  importance  of  peaceful 
methods  in  the  settlement  of  disputes. 
Arbitration, in  its  proper  sense,  as  the  mut- 
ual submission  to  a  disinterested  party,  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  frequently  invoked  of 
all  the  media  by  which  the  trade-union 
seeks  to  achieve  its  ends.  The  evidence 
of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  numerous 
conciliation  and  arbitration  boards  exist- 
ing in  Great  Britian  and  the  United 
States.  Practically,  the  affairs  of  such 
industries  as  mining,  engineering,  boot 
and  shoe  making,  iron  working,  tin-plate 
making  and  glass  blowing,  in  both  coun- 
tries, are  now  adjusted  by  the  representa- 
tives of  employer  and  employe,  meeting 
at  stated  periods,  or  whenever  occasion 
requires.  While  the  number  of  such 
boards  is  smaller  in  the  United  States 
than  in  Great  Britian,  the  tendency  in  our 
own  country  to  adopt  the  plan  of  formal  re- 
cognition and  agreement  is  no  less  general. 
The  initiative  thus  taken  by  the  private 
interests  involved  finds  its  reflex  in  the 
establishment  by  the  state  legislatures  of 
public  boards  of  arbitration  and  the  pas- 
sage of  acts  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  arbitrators  in  special  cases. 
Within  the  last  fifteen  years  twenty- two 
states  in  the  union  have  adopted  such 
measures. 

Looking  abroad,  we  find  the  same  sen- 
timent crystallized  in  the  labor  laws  of 
Great  Britian,  France,  Belgium,  Switzer- 
land, Germany  and  Austria.  As  between 
the  public  and  private  systems  of  arbi- 
tration, and  between  the  systems  of  the 
respective  countries,  important  differ- 
ences in  the  composition  of  the  boards 


and  their  methods  of  procedure  will  of 
course  appear.  But,  as  far  as  classifica- 
tion is  possible  in  a  matter  so  obviously 
liable  to  be  affected  by  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  each  locality,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  private  arbitration  system  of 
Great  Britian  and  that  of  the  United  States 
differ  mainly  in  that  the  former  stipulates 
a  monetary  penalty  for  violation  of  the 
findings,  while  the  latter  stipulates  for  no 
more  than  a  pledge  of  honor.  As  regards 
the  public  boards  in  these  countries,both 
are  composed  of  men  from  civil  life,  to 
the  exclusion  of  judges  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  government  personnel.  The 
distinguishing  feature  of  the  arbitration 
courts  of  continental  Europe  is  their  an- 
ology  to  the  ordinary  courts  of  law;  the 
civil  arbitrators  being  presided  over  by  a 
judge,  and  the  cases  heard  being  mainly 
concerned  with  questions  of  law,  such  as 
the  relations  of  master  and  servant,  sani- 
tation, employer's  liability,  etc. 

In  neither  of  these  measures  is  the  fea- 
ture of  compulsion  stipulated  in  the  mat- 
ter of  those  acts  of  the  parties  concerning 
which  the  general  law  itself  provides  no 
restraint,  such  as  the  act  of  an  employer 
in  locking  out  his  employes,  or  the  act  of 
the  latter  in  walking  out.  Curiously 
enough,  the  only  instance  in  which  com- 
pulsory service  is  required  as  a  condition 
of  arbitration  is  contained  in  the  United 
States  law,  enacted  in  1898,  providing  for 
arbitration  in  disputes  betweenjrailroad 
companies  and  their  employes.  This 
measure  requires  that  employes  shall  not, 
by  reason  of  dissatisfaction  with  the 
award  of  the  arbitrators,  leave  the  serv- 
ice of  the  road  within  three  months  from 
the  date  of  the  decision,  without  giving 
thirty  days*  notice  of  their  intention  to 
quit.  This  condition  is,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  men  widely  experienced  in  the  op- 
eration of  labor  laws,  equivalent  to  the 
enforcement  of  involuntary  servitude  for 
that  term. 


[TO  BE  CONCLUDED  IN  JULY  ISSUE.] 
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Within  six  hours  after  the  new  general 
manager  issued  his  famous  "dry"  order 
it  was  the  most  discussed  subject  on  the 
division.  The  first  thing  the  men  had  to 
decide  was  why  it  had  been  issued,  and 
the  reasons  they  advanced  were  almost 
as  varied  as  the  men  themselves.  Some 
claimed  that  it  was  because  he  had  lost 
the  contract  for  carrying  the  Consoli- 
dated] Brewing  Company's  Kansas  and 
Iowa  shipments;  others  asserted  just  as 
positively  that  it  was  because  he  would 
not  believe  the  "fog"  explanation  for  the 
head-end  wreck,  in  which  two  of  the 
largest  compounds  on  the  system  had 
been  put  out  of  service,  while  the  balance 
contented  themselves  with  sarcastic  illu- 
sions to  the  'prohibition  tendencies"  and 
his  "devotion  to  principle."  But  on  one 
point  they  all  seemed  to  agree,  and  that 
was  that  it  was  entirely  too  severe. 

"To  think,"  said  Barney  MacDonald, 
as  he  stood  in  the  midst  of  a  group  of  en- 
gineers and  firemen  just  outside  the 
roundhouse  office,  "we  are  not  even  to  be 
allowed  to  go  into  a  saloon.  I  wonder 
where  he  thinks  we  intend  to  get  our 
checks  cashed.  May  be  he  intends  to  fur- 
nish a  traveling  identifier  so  as  to  enable 
us  to  walk  into  a  bank  like  respectable 
people  and  have  some  snipe  of  a  clerk 
ask  us  to  swear  that  we  are  the  person 
named  on  the  check.  No,  sir,"  he  con- 
tinued emphatically,  drawing  himself  up 
to  the  full  height  of  his  six  feet  four,  "not 
if  I  know  myself.  I've  had  my  checks 
cashed  in  saloons  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  I've  never  been  drunk  yet,  and 
I'll  do  it  again,  too,  if  I  feel  like  it,  orders 
or  no  orders." 

And  the  first  wave  of  excitement  had 
passed,  and  the  obnoxious  order  had  been 
accepted  as  a  fact,  specnlation  became 
rife  as  to  who  would  be  the  first  victim, 
for  it  was  a  generally  accepted  fact  that 
at  least  the  first  offender  would  get  short 
shrift,  for  the  sake  of  example.  For  the 
next  week  or  two,  therefore,  everybody 
was  particularly  careful  as  to  where  his 
inclinations  led  him,  and  if  there  was  any 
imbibing  it  was  done  so  much  on  the  quiet 


that  not  a  soul  could  swear  as  to  having 
"seen"  anything. 

The  first  pay  day,  however,  saw  Barney 
true  to  his  threat.  With  his  check  in  his 
hand  he  walked  straight  from  the  pay  car 
to  the  nearest  saloon,  called  up  the  house 
add  defiantly  threw  down  the  piece  of  pa- 
per with  the  order  to  "take  it  out  of  that.' 
That  the  local  officials  took  no  notice  of 
this  was  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
they  knew  he  was  only  bluffing,  although 
it  might  have  been  better  if  they  had  not, 
for  with  him  it  was  the  beginning  of  the 
old,  old  story.  Flattery  was  finally  the 
means  of  his  undoing.  The  admiration 
of  his  companions,  either  real  or  pre- 
tended, for  the  boldness  he  displayed, 
soon  had  its  effect.  Such  remarks  as, 
"you're  too  good  a  man,  Barney;  they 
can't  afford  to  lose  you,"  turned  his  head. 
From  a  steady  and  reliable  workman  he 
became,  first  careless  and  then  reckless. 

Nor  was  this  the  worst.  To  every  man 
who  openly  admired  his  nerve  or  praised 
him  for  "holding  onto  his  rights,"  he 
considered  himself  in  duty  bound  to  show 
his  daring  until  it  came  to  a  point  where 
he  never  made  a  trip  without  taking  a 
drink.  Some  of  the  cooler  headed  ones 
soon  saw  how  things  were  going,  and 
tried  to  drop  a  word  or  two  in  his  ear,  but 
he  quickly  advised  them  to  take  as  good 
care  of  their  own  business  as  they  did  of 
other  people's  and  then  see  how  much 
better  off  they  would  be.  It  came  at  last, 
however.  After  an  unusually  lively  after- 
noon he  started  out  on  23  as  usual,  but  he 
had  gone  beyond  his  limit,  and  the  mo- 
tion of  the  engine  soon  got  in  its  work. 

When  he  ran  the  Rock  Island  crossing 
the  fireman  began  to  suspect  what  was 
wrong  and  decided  to  keep  an  eye  on 
him,  but  when  he  tried  to  make  the  stop 

at  O  ,  and  came  to  a  standstill  at  the 

pump  house  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
down  in  the  hollow,  the  entire  crew  knew 
that  the  jig  was  up.  The  conductor  was 
compelled  to  report  the  occurrence,  the 
investigation  was  held  the  next  day,  and, 
as  the  trainmen  put  it,  "old  Barney  got 
his  six  months  twice  a  year." 
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1  a  short  time  Barney  and  his  family 

red  to  N  ,  a  town  about  seventy 

bs  out  from  headquarters,  where  his 
s's  folks  lived.  Here  he  made  his  liv- 
as  best  he  could,  driving  a  team, 
king  on  the  streets  or  doing  anything 
he  line  of  odd  jobs  that  he  was  able 
tick  up.  He  made  no  effort  to  get  back 
:he  road,  not  even  to  the  extent  of  cir- 
iting  a  petition  for  reinstatement.  He 
ized  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  and 
i  honest  enough  to  accept  the  full  limit 
lis  punishment,  even  to  the  extent  of 
ping  away  from  the  depot  as  much  as 
sible  in  order  to  avoid  meeting  the 
i  who  went  through  on  the  trains.  But 
love  for  the  old  life  still  continued, 
snty  years  of  continuous  service  on 
road  fits  a  man  into  a  groove  from 
ch  he  finds  it  impossible  to  extract 
self.  He  talked  but  little  about  rail- 
1  matters,  but  every  item  was  as 
erly  devoured  and  every  change  as 
lily  noted  as  though  he  were  still  in 
service. 

hen  the  news  reached  N  that  the 

a  packers  were  going  to  make  a  test 
veen  his  old  road  and  the  Midland  to 
ide  who  should  get  the  Chicago  ship- 
its,  he  was  among  the  first  to  hear  it ; 

no  one  wished  more  sincerely  that 
road  would  win.   It  was  to  be  a  great 
5.   Ten  cars  of  meat,  all  loaded  in  the 
le  make  of  refrigerators,  were  to  be 
vered  to  each  road  at  the  western 
ainus,  and  whoever  landed  them  in 
cago  first  was  to  get  the  contract  for 
next  three  years.    The  rivalry  be- 
en the  two  roads  had  always  been  of 
fiercest  sort.  This  was  due  to  the 
that  as  they  lay  so  close  together  it 
no  trouble  for  shippers  to  transfer 
le  from  one  to  the  other  road,  and  the 
and  tuck  scramble  for  the  local  busi- 
s  kept  all  the  division  points  at  a  fever 
t. 

s  Barney  figured  it  the  chances  in  the 
ling  test  were  about  even.  Taken 
gether,  the  Midland  had  perhaps  a 

less  miles  of  track,  but  it  had  more 
i.  On  the  western  division  it  had  the 
ant  age,  but  on  the  eastern  division  it 

the  other  way.  The  real  test  would 
le  over  the  middle  division,  and  who 
:  got  into  headquarters  first  would 
oubtedly  win  the  race. 


As  the  appointed  day  drew  near  Bar- 
ney's interest  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  decided  to  overcome  his  scruples 
for  once  and  go  down  to  the  depot  with 
the  crowd.  That  the  racing  train  would 
not  stop  he  was  certain,  for  he  knew  that 
these  "clear  track"  orders  respect  noth- 
ing but  water  tanks  and  coal  chutes,  with 
perhaps  an  ocasional  railroad  crossing, 
and  as  the  town  possessed  none  of  these, 
his  only  satisfaction  would  be  a  glimpse 
of  yellow  paint  as  the  refrigerators  passed 
by ;  but  he  considered  this  much  worth 
the  effort. 

When  he  reached  the  platform,  which 
was  already  well  filled  with  people,  he 
found  them  all  discussing  the  one  sub- 
ject. Men  who  had  never  set  foot  in  an 
engine  cab  were  busily  engaged  showing 
just  how  the  Midland  was  going  to  get 
beaten,  while  an  equal  number  of  others, 
possessed  of  an  equal  amount  of  knowl- 
edge, were  showing  how  it  was  impossi- 
ble. Some  were  betting  on  the  time  that 
would  be  made,  others  on  the  amount  of 
meat  carried,  and  still  others  were  telling 
just  how  much  the  lucky  road  would 
clear  on  the  contract  in  the  next  three 
years. 

Barney  took  no  part  in  any  of  the  dis- 
cussions, but  stood  quietly  at  one  edge  of 
the  crowd  waiting  patiently  for  the  first 
sound  of  the  train's  approach.  In  a 
short  time  his  trained  ear  detected  the 
unmistakable  rumble  and  soon  a  thin 
column  of  smoke  appeared  far  down  the 
track,  and  in  another  moment  the  whis- 
tle sounded.  As  the  train  came  up  by 
the  lower  switch  he  could  see  that  steam 
was  shut  off  with  the  evident  intention 
of  stopping.  "That's  queer,"  he  re- 
marked to  himself,  as  he  took  a  step  or 
two  nearer  the  track.  "  I  wonder  what's 
wrong." 

The  crowd,  too,  had  noticed  by  this 
time  that  something  was  the  matter. 
Men  made  a  wild  endeavor  to  reach  the 
agent's  window,  just  as  the  train  came 
to  a  standstill,  with  the  engine  even 
with  the  depot.  It  took  but  a  moment 
for  them  to  learn  what  was  wrong.  The 
engineer,  overcome  with  the  heat  and 
the  strain  of  the  excitement,  had  given 
out  and  was  unable  to  go  any  farther. 

The  conductor  held  a  hurried  consulta- 
tion with  the  agent.   "I'm  afraid  the 
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contract's  lost,"  he  said  gloomily.  "  They 

told  us  when  we  took  water  at  P  

that  we  were  jnst  about  even,  but  here 
we  are,  laid  out  and  not  an  engineer 
within  forty  miles.  I'd  run  her  myself 
if  I  thought  I  could  make  it,  but  I  guess 
you  might  as  well  tell  headquarters 
we've  lost  the  heat." 

But  the  agent,  whose  eyes  had  been 
wandering  over  the  crowd  while  the  con- 
ductor was  talking,  suddenly  caught 
sight  of  Barney  and  replied  quickly, 
"There's  Barney  McDonald;  why  not 
give  him  a  chance.  He  used  to  be  able 
to  turn  them  fast  enough."  The  con- 
ductor glanced  in  Barney's  .direction. 
*•  It's  worth  the  try,"  he  said. 

It  took  him  but  a  moment  to  call  Bar- 
ney to  the  engine.  The  conductor  hur- 
riedly explained  the  situation,  winding 
up  by  saying,  "  Now  get  up  there  and 
take  the  train  in.  I'll  be  responsible  for 
everything,  but  I'll  guarantee  you  that 
you  never  need  worry  if  you  take  the 
train  in  on  time." 

Barney's  railroad  training  came  to  the 
front  in  an  instant.  He  knew  there  was 
no  time  for  haggling  or  explanation. 
He  merely  said,  "All  right,  I'll  doit," 
and  swung  himself  up  in  the  cab.  A 
gleam  of  his  old  time  spirit  came  to  his 
eye  as  his  feet  touched  the  deck,  and  it 
was  with  almost  childish  eagerness  that 
he  picked  up  an  oil  can,  jumped  down 
and  began  to  "  oil  "  'round.  He  hurried 
from  one  side  to  the  other,  feeling  her 
boxes,  touching  up  her  links,  dropping  a 
splash  or  two  on  her  guides,  and  in  an 
instant  was  back  in  the  cab  and  they 
were  started.  "She's  a  bird,"  he  re- 
marked to  himself  as  they  began  to  leave 
the  town  behind  them,  "and  brand  new. 
Her  drivers  must  be  at  least  seven  feet 
high  and  that  tank  holds  over  4,000  gal- 
lons. We've  lost  12  minutes,"  he  con- 
tinued, as  he  hooked  her  up  an  notch  and 
pave  her  a  little  more  steam,  "but  unless 
I'm  mistaken,  this  is  just  the  sort  of  a 
mill  that  will  make  it  up.  We've  got  coal 
enough,  and  we've  only  one  stop  to  make 
for  water.  It's  a  good  70  miles,  but  an 
hour  and  a  half  ought  to  get  us  there 
easy." 

That  he  had  forgotten  nothing  of  his 
former  skill  was  soon  evident  from  the 
way  the  train  was  handled.   He  knew 


every  foot  of  the  road  from  one  end  o 
the  division  to  the  other,  and  as  eacl 
familiar  landmark  was  reached  an< 
passed,  his  every  move  clearly  showec 
that  he  was  still  the  Barney  of  old.  Th< 
curves  were  approached  with  just  enougl 
caution  to  keep  her  inside  the  limit,  th< 
hollows  were  gauged  to  a  nicety,  she  wa 
held  up  at  just  the  proper  instant  on  th< 
falls  and  dropped  to  her  place  at  tb 
right  spot  on  the  hills,  until  her  speei 
became  something  terrific.  The  fence 
seemed  to  be  vanishing  into  the  earth 
the  telegraph  poles  went  by  like  wisps  o 
straw,  the  trees  that  lined  the  right  o 
way  blended  together  until  they  resem 
bled  a  moving  sheet  shaken  by  the  wind 
an  occasional  horse  or  cow  flashed  b; 
like  so  many  dancing  dots  on  a  movinj 
screen,  and  one  town  after  another  wa 
reached  and  passed  like  pictures  on  a  re 
volving  panorama.  Bnt  on  the  engin 
there  was  little  opportunity  to  put  in  an; 
time  admiring  the  scenery.  The  firemai 
kept  his  place  in  the  middle  of  the  deck 
and  only  let  go  of  the  shovel  long  enougl 
to  shake  a  grate  or  work  an  injector 
The  brakeman— for  once  without  kick 
ing— was  cracking  coal  for  mile  afte 
mile  without  so  much  as  looking- up;  an» 
as  for  Barney,  he  simply  sat  tight,  on 
hand  on  the  throttle,  the  other  fingerinj 
the  brake  valve,  and  his  eyes  glued  t< 
the  strips  of  steel  that  seemed  to  b 
hurled  at  him  like  two  streaks  of  gray 
colored  lightning. 

"We  ought  to  catch  sight  of  them  a 

B  ,"  he  remarked  as  he  looked  at  hi: 

watch,  "they'll  have  to  stop  there  fo 
water,  too,  and  it's  whoever  gets  awa; 
from  there  first  that  wins  out.  At  thi: 
rate  we'll  have  that  twelve  minutes  mad« 
up  by  that  time,  and  if  they  don't  ge 
their  water  first  our  chances  are  as  goo< 
as  theirs." 

But  as  they  approached  the  town  o 

B         things  looked   black    for  thei 

chances.  The  town  was  in  the  midst  of 
level  stretch  where  the  two  roads  rai 
parallel,  and  in  sight  of  one  another  fo 
more  than  two  miles.  The  two  wate 
tanks  were  scarcely  more  than  one  hun 
dred  feet  apart.  As  Barney's  engin 
came  into  the  town  limits  he  could  se 
the  Midland  standing  at  the  water  tank 
the  fireman  up  on  the  back  of  the  engin 
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nk,  with  his  hands  on  the  spout,  ready 
throw  it  free  the  instant  the  tank  was 
11. 

For  one  instant  Barney  hesitated,  then 
tut  off  to  make  the  stop.  "Only  twenty 
inutes  in,"  he  muttered,  "and  this  stop 
eans  ten  minutes.  I  guess  we're  np  a 
ee."  Bat  the  next  instant  he  turned 
the  fireman  for  the  first  time  since 
ey  had  started. 

"Hey,  Billy,"  he  called  out  sharply, 
Tin  back  and  see  how  much  water  we've 
>t."  Billy  needed  no  second  bidding, 
it  grabbed  the  broom  on  the  instant, 
.n  back  over  the  coal,  jerked  off  the 
anhole  plate,  reached  down  and  touched 
e  bottom  of  the  tank  with  the  end  of 
e  broom  handle,  and  then,  holding  it 

>  so  that  Barney  could  see  how  much  of 
was  wet,  he  called  out: 

"Only  about  thirteen  inches.  We'll 
jver  be  able  to  make  it  with  that." 
But  Barney  appeared  to  be  satisfied, 
<t  he  turned  around,  gave  the  throttle  a 
rk  that  brought  an  angry  snort  from 
le  engine,  and  in  another  moment  they 
id  passed  the  water  tank  and  were  fly- 
g  on  through  the  town,  leaving  the 
idland  crew  gaping  at  them  in  open- 
outh  astonishment. 

"How  in  the  h — "  began  the  fireman, 
%  he  got  back  to  the  deck,  but  Barney 
iterrupted  him  with,  "Here,  take  her  a 
inute  and  don't  ease  her  up,  either. 
re've  got  one  chance,  and  only  one,  and 
e're  going  to  take  it." 
As  he  stepped  down  from  the  seat  he 
icked  up  the  coal  order  book,  scribbled 
arriedly  in  it  for  a  moment  with  the 
;ub  of  a  pencil  he  found  in  it,  tore  out 
Le  page  and  handed  it  to  the  fireman 
ith  the  remark,  "Drop  that  to  the  op- 
rator  at  H."  Then  he  turned,  picked  up 
te  end  gate  and  coal  pick  and  started 
ack  over  the  coal. 

Still  at  a  loss  to  account  for  his  move- 
tents,  the  fireman  glanced  at  the  mes- 
ige  he  held  in  his  hands,  but  it  brought 
3  light  to  his  mind.  All  he  could  make 
at  was,  "Wire  headquarters  to  have  the 
rath  yard  section  gang  on  the  lookout 
>r  fire  on  the  track,  and  have  the  ice- 
ouse  track  clear,  ready  to  load  a  ton  or 
to  when  we  get  in."  He  was  enough 
E  a  railroad  man,  however,  to  know  how 

>  obey  orders,  and  in  far  less  time  than 


it  takes  to  tell  it,  he  had  folded  the  paper, 
weighted  it  with  a  small  chunk  of  coal 
and  turned  to  watch  Barney. 

As  the  engineer  reached  the  back  end 
of  the  tank,  he  jerked  the  lid  off  the  man- 
hole and  then  took  the  end  gate  and 
slipped  the  upper  cross  bar  over  the 
brake  rod  on  the  first  car,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  allow  the  bottom  edge  to  be  di- 
rectly over  the  manhole.  This  done,  he 
picked  up  the  coal  pick,  took  a  firm  grip 
on  the  brake  rod,  braced  his  foot  for  an 
instant  on  the  end  gate,  and  swung  him- 
self up  on  the  roof  of  the  car.  In  another 
moment  Billy  understood  at  least  a  part 
of  the  message.  He  was  going  to  get  a 
water  supply  from  the  ice  boxes  in  the 
refrigerator. 

Entirely  unassisted  and  with  only  the 
coal  pick  for  an  ice  hook,  Barney  hauled 
up  the  big  two-hundred  pound  cakes  out 
of  the  ice  box,  ran  them  along  the  run- 
ning board  till  they  reached  the  end  of  the 
car,  then  gave  them  a  lick  or  two  with  the 
pick  and  down  slid  the  pieces  into  the 
tank.  Although  they  were  running  fifty 
miles  an  hour,  he  worked  just  as  though 
they  were  standing  still.  Not  a  lick  was 
missed  and  not  a  cake  got  away  from  him. 
When  the  box  at  one  end  of  the  car  was 
emptied  he  ran  to  the  other  end,  and  began 
on  the  second  one.  When  that  was  emptied 
he  climbed  down  upon  the  tank,  took  off 
the  end  gate,  dropped  the  lid  over  the 
manhole  and  came  back  into  the  cab. 

"Now  shut  off  your  overflow,"  he  said, 
as  the  fireman  yielded  up  his  seat.  "Throw 
your  tank  valve  over  and  open  your  in- 
jector throttle.  We've  got  to  get  steam 
enough  into  the  tank  to  melt  that  ice.  I 
put  in  fifteen  cakes.  They're  good  for 
twenty  gallons  apiece.  I  guess  that  will 
let  us  in.  In  fact  it's  got  to,"  he  con- 
tinued as  he  glanced  at  the  steam  gauge, 
"for  we  can't  spare  steam  enough  to  melt 
any  more." 

From  then  on  not  a  word  was  said. 
Barney  took  his  place  on  the  seat  box,  the 
firemen  kept  his  eye  on  the  water  glass, 
and  the  brakeman  looked  after  the  coal. 
The  steam  soon  melted  the  ice  and  the 
water  ran  as  free  as  ever.  Mile  after  mile 
rolled  by. 

The  last  twenty  miles  were  soon  reduced 
to  fifteen.  The  train's  speed  never  slack- 
ened for  an  instant.  Fourteen  miles— thir- 
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teen.  They  were  using  lots  of  water,  but 
the  injector  still  worked  smoothly. 

Twelve— eleven— ten.  It  was  beginning 
to  suck  a  little.  Nine— eight.  It  was  hard 
work  now  to  get  it  to  take  hold.  Seven- 
six.  Billy  put  it  on  this  time  as  they 
started  down  "Middleman's  Drop,"  and 
when  about  half  way  down  it  broke  with 
a  roar  he  knew  there  was  not  another  drop 
of  water  in  the  tank.  The  glass  was  a 
little  more  than  three-quarters  full  and 
five  pounds  to  go. 

Barney  sat  his  teeth  together  a  little 
closer  as  the  space  at  the  top  of  the  re- 
cording glass  began  to  lengthen.  Two- 
thirds  over;  three  miles  to  go  yet. 

Half  full— three  inches.  The  steam  was 
beginning  to  tell.  A  look  of  despair  be- 
gan to  settle  on  the  fireman's  face,  but 
Barney  only  gripped  the  throttle  a  little 
tighter,  and  leaned  a  little  farther  forward. 
Two  inches— one  and  a  half.  Only  one 
inch  left,  and  they  were  still  two  miles  out. 
How  long  would  the  boiler  stand  it  with- 
out bursting?  The  fireman  began  to  won- 
der how  it  would  feel  to  be  suddenly  lifted 
clear  off  the  right  of  way,  and  the  brake- 
man  started  to  edge  toward  the  gangway. 
In  another  moment  the  water  was  out  of. 
sight  in  the  bottom  of  the  glass. 

Even  Barney  could  now  feel  the  cold 
sweat  start  out  all  over  him. 

"Turn  your  grates,  Billy,"  he  shouted, 
"drop  your  fire  in  the  ash  pan  and  shake 
it  out  on  the  track." 

Billy  understood  the  other  part  of  the 
telegraph  message  now,  and  he  went  to 


work  with  a  will.  In  a  few  seconds  the 
was  nothing  visible  in  the  bottom  of  t 
firebox  but  the  slowly  cooling  gri 
prongs.  A  mile  and  a  half  yet.  T 
steam  gauge  was  beginning  to  quiv> 
A  few  rods  farther  and  it  had  gone  ba 
five  pounds. 

At  the  mile  they  were  down  to  nine 
At  the  half  only  forty,  at  the  quarter  tb 
had  scarcely  twenty-five  pounds.  E 
the  momentum  of  the  train  was  enouf 
In  another  moment  they  were  in  the  yar< 
and  the  race  was  won. 

They  needed  a  switch  engine  to  set  th< 
in  on  the  siding,  but  as  they  saw  the  n 
crewtake  charge,  the  fresh  engine  coupl 
on,  the  ice  boxes  refilled  and  the  train 
for  Chicago  fully  five  minutes  before  t 
Midland  whistled  for  town,  they  did  r 
mindbeing  dragged  around  as  a  "cripple 
and  they  immediately  set  to  work  to  a 
how  much  damage  had  been  done. 

"Never  even  bulged  the  crown  sheet 
said  the  boiler  maker  whom  Barney  p< 
suaded  to  examine  the  engine's  interi< 
"It  took  the  lead  pretty  well  out  of  t 
soft  plug,  but  it  won't  take  long  to 
that.  I  don't  think  the  boss'U  say  ar 
thing  about  it." 

The  general  manager  didn't  say  muc 
either.  There  was  no  gold  watch  pi 
sentation,  no  eulogies  were  offered  a: 
no  speeches  made,  but  Barney  McDons 
pulls  the  fast  mail  today  over  the  mid<! 
division  and  obeys  orders  strictly.  1 
considers  that  "dry"  order  one  of  t 
best  ever  issued. 


BNTERESTBNG  INFORf^ATHONo 


The  suggestion  for  a  floating  exposi- 
tion to  .enable  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  to  exhibit  their  goods  at 
the  doors  of  the  people  to  whom  they  de- 
sire to  sell  them,  recently  made  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the 
Treasury  department,  is  resulting  in 
much  discussion  of  the  subject  not  only 
throughout  the  United  States  but  in 
other  parts  ot  the  world.  Letters  are 
being  received  from  various  countries  in 
Europe  and  elsewhere  making  inquiries 
regarding  the  proposed  enterprise  and 


many  inquiries  from  manufacturers  ai 
merchants  in  the  United  States  desirii 
to  participate  in  an  undertaking  of  tb 
character. 

The  proposition  as  originally  present 
in  the  National  Geographic  Magazine  ai 
before  the  National  Board  of  Trade  by  t 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  su 
gests  that  it  would  be  much  easier  to  i 
duce  those  whom  we  would  make  o 
customers  to  examine  our  goods  if  ct 
ried  to  their  doors,  than  if  the  goo 
were  set  up  in  an  exposition  in  the  mi 
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die  of  the  United  States  and  the 
world  invited  across  the  oceans  to 
examine  them,  and  that  greater  pro- 
portionate results  in  the  enlargement  of 
onr  foreign  commerce  would  accrue  from 
investments  in  exhibitions  carried  to  the 
doors  of  the  would-be  customers  rather 
than  large  expenditures  in  creating 
sufficiently  great  attractions  to  bring  the 
would-be  customers  to  our  own  doors. 
To  this  end  it  was  suggested  that  an  ex- 
position association  might  be  formed  by 
manufacturers  and  exporters  which  could 
create  a  guarantee  fund  which  would  en- 
title the  subscribers  to  proportionate 
amount  of  space  in  the  vessel  or  vessels 
carying  the  exhibit;  this  exhibit  when 
completed  to  pass  from  port  to  port 
along  the  coast  of  South  America,  thence 
to  the  principal  cities  of  Asia,  Oceanica, 
Africa  and  Europe  and  thence  returning 
to  the  United  States,  occupying  perhaps 
two  years  in  the  trip  and  visiting  the 
the  principal  cities  and  countries  of  the 
world. 

This  suggestion  by  the  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Statistics  has  been 
followed  by  the  announcement  that  a 
floating  exhibition  to  visit  the  cities 
bordering  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
Caribbean  Sea  has  been  organized 
at  Buffalo  and  will  be  made  ready  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  leave  in  the  autumn 
of  the  present  year  for  that  field,  and  a 
number  of  other  enterprises  of  this 
character  have  been  suggested. 

The  latest  practical  bit  of  information 
on  this  subject,  and  one  which  will  interest 
all  those  who  have  given  the  matter  serious 
attention,  has  just  reached  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics  in  a  statement  published  in 
the  "Monitour  Officiel  du  Commerce," 
Paris,  on  March  28th,  regarding  a  floating 
exposition,  recently  organized  in  Ham- 
burg, Germany,  as  follows : 

The  earliest  exhibition  of  this  kind  was 
organized  about  two  years  ago,  and  it 
must  be  said  that  the  results  of  the  en- 
terprise were  in  excess  of  the  most  san- 
guine expectations.  Total  value  of  trans- 
actions, 22,000,000  marks  ($5,236,000)  at  a 
cost  of  about  300,000  marks,  or  about 
$100,000.  The  details  of  operation  are 
stated  by  the  correspondent  as  follows: 

The  syndicate  addresses  to  manufac- 
turing and  commercial  firms  circulars  ex- 
plaining the  purpose  of  the  exhibition  and 
terms  of  participation.  As  soon  as  the 


number  of  would-be  participants  is  large 
enough  to  permit  the  loading  of  a  vessel, 
the  exhibitors  send  their  samples  to  the 
port  of  departure.  These  samples  are 
then  mounted  and  exhibited  on  board  the 
vessel,  especially  fitted  for  this  purpose. 

Alongside  of  each  exhibit  there  is  an 
advertisement  giving  prices  and  terms  of 
sale.  Sales  agents  representing  either 
the  syndicate  or  the  individual  exhibitors 
furnish  all  desired  information  to  the  vis- 
itors at  the  various  ports  where  the  vessel 
stops.  These  sales  agents  are  chosen 
from  among  the  young  men  as  well  as  the 
young  women  graduated  from  commercial 
schools  and  speaking  at  least  two  lan- 
guages. Interpreters  are  hired  on  the 
spot  in  each  country  of  a  new  language. 
The  sales  agents,  besides  seeing  visitors 
aboard  the  ship,  visit  also  with  their 
samples  the  towns  in  the  interior  of  the 
country.  In  such  manner  the  cost  of 
transportation  is  greatly  reduced. 

The  exhibitors  pay  to  the  syndicate  a 
commission  to  be  deducted  from  the 
realized  sales  and  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  the  product.  In  addition  to  this 
commission  the  participants  pay  a  pro- 
portionate share  of  the  cost  of  charging 
and  loading  the  vessel  and  the  general 
expenditure  of  the  undertaking,  such  as 
the  hire  of  clerks,  interpreters,  etc. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  expres- 
sion of  the  hope  that  French  commercial 
circles  would  appreciate  this  novel  idea 
and  try  to  achieve  even  more  splendid  re- 
sults. 

*  » 
» 

The  record  of  exportation  of  manu- 
factures from  the  United  States  in  the 
fiscal  year  which  ends  ninety  days  hence, 
is  not  likely  to  equal  that  of  the  preced- 
ing fiscal  year,  for  three  quite  apparent 
reasons:  1.  The  exporters  engaged  in 
commerce  with  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are 
now  refusing  to  furnish  to  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics  the  statements  of  their  exports 
as  in  former  years,  holding  that  their  ex- 
ports are  no  longer  "foreign  commerce" 
and  that  therefore  the  Bureau  has  no 
authority  to  require  the  usual  statements 
which  the  law  authorizes  with  reference 
to  commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  countries.  2.  The  exports 
to  Porto  Rico  are  now  separately  classi- 
fied and  no  longer  included  in  the  gen- 
eral statement  of  foreign  commerce.  3. 
The  exports  to  China  have  temporarily 
fallen  off  one-half  by  reason  of  the  un- 
settled conditions  in  that  country. 

The  total  exports  to  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  in  the  fiscal  year  1900,  were  13# 
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million  dollars,  and  to  Porto  Rico,  over 
4)4  millions,  a  total  of  more  than  18  mil- 
lion dollars.  The  shipments  to  Porto 
Rico  in  the  present  fiscal  year,  show  a 
large  increase  over  last  year,  and  pre- 
sumably those  to  Hawaii  have  also  in- 
creased; but  as  neither  of  these  is  included 
in  the  export  figures  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce, it  is  apparent  that  more  than 
twenty  million  dollars  of  actual  shipments 
from  our  ports  in  the  fiscal  year  1901  will 
not  be  included  in  the  general  statement 
of  exports  to  foreign  countries.  When  to 
this  is  added  the  further  fact  that  the  ex- 
ports to  China,  which  in  the  last  fiscal 
year  were  over  $15,000,000  in  value,  have 
been  temporarily  cut  down  one  half,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  year's  figures  of  ex- 
ports to  foreign  countries  will  not  furnish 
a  fair  or  just  basis  for  comparison  or  for 
measurement  of  the  general  growth  of 
our  export  trade. 

The  total  exports  for  the  eight  months 
ending  with  February,  1901,  show  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  $95,000,000  over  last 
year,  but  those  of  manufactures  alone 
show  but  a  slight  increase,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  recorded 
total  of  manufactures  for  the  full  fiscal 
year  will,  for  the  above  stated  reasons, 
fall  somewhat  below  that  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a 
large  proportion  of  our  exports  to  Hawaii, 
Porto  Rico  and  China,  are  manufactures, 
and  that  the  apparent  reduction,  for  the 
reasons  above  explained,  in  the  Hawaiian 
and  Porto  Rican  figures  and  the  real  re- 
duction in  the  exports  to  China  by  reason 
of  temporary  conditions,  therefore  re- 
lates almost  exclusively  to  the  class  of 
exports  designated  as  manufactures.  An- 
other condition  which  has  a  tendency  to 
reduce  the  total  value  of  exports  of  manu- 
factures, is  found  in  the  fact  that  prices 
of  manufactured  articles  in  many  cases 
have  fallen  because  of  the  reduction  in 
the  cost  of  the  raw  material  from  which 
they  were  produced,  and  that  the  exporta- 
tion of  an  equal  or  even  greater  quantity 
supplies  a  smaller  figure  in  the  statement 
of  values  by  which  the  export  movement 
is  necessarily  measured. 


It  is  quite  probable,  in  view  of  the  fac 
above  outlined,  that  the  record  of  expor 
of  domestic  manufactures  in  the  fisc 
year  1901  may  show  an  apparent  reductio 
though  the  fact  that  more  than  $20,000,0 
worth  of  actual  shipments  from  our  pox 
which  were  formerly  counted  as  foreij 
commerce,  no  longer  appear  in  the 
statements,  will  account  for  the  reducti< 
which  will  thus  be  more  apparent  thi 
real. 

*  « 
• 

The  United  States  now  stands  attl 
head  of  the  world's  exporting  nation 
The  complete  figures  for  the  calendar  ye 
1900  when  compared  with  those  of  oth 
nations  show  that  our  exports  of  domest 
products  are  greater  than  those  of  ai 
other  country.  The  total  exports 
domestic  merchandise  from  the  Unit) 
States  in  the  calendar  year  1900  we 
$1,453,013,659,  those  from  the  United  Kin 
dom,  which  has  heretofore  led  in  the  ra 
for  this  distinction,  were  $1,418,348,0! 
and  those  from  Germany,  $1,050,611,000. 

Additional  interest  is  given  to  the  fit 
rank  which  the  United  States  now  hoi 
as  an  exporting  nation  by  the  fact  that 
quarter  of  a  century  ago  she  stood  four 
in  that  list.  In  1875  the  domestic  expoi 
of  the  United  States  were  $497,263,7: 
those  of  Germany  $607,096,000;  those 
France,  $747,489,000,  and  those  of  the  Unit 
Kingdom,  $1,087,497,000.  Today  the  Unit 
States  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list,  t 
United  Kingdom  second,  Germany  thii 
and  France  fourth,  with  the  figures 
follows:  United  States,  $1,453,013,6 
United  Kingdom,  $1,413,348,000;  Germar 
$1,050,611,000;  France,  $787,060,000.  All 
these  figures,  it  should  be  remember* 
relate  to  the  exports  of  domestic  prodnc 
Thus  in  the  quarter-century,  the  Unit 
States  has  increased  her  exports  fr< 
$497,263,737  to  $1,453,013,659.  or  192  j 
cent;  Germany,  from  $607,096,000  to  $1,05 
611,000,  or  73  per  cent;  the  United  Kit 
dom,  from  $1,087,497,000  to  $1,418,348,0 
or  34  per  cent,  and  France  from  $747,489v 
to  $787,060,000,  or  5  per  cent. 
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THE  TWENTY-EIGHTH  GRAND  DIVISION. 


The  twenty-eighth  session  of  the  Grand 
Division  convened  at  St.  Paul  on  Tues- 
day, May  14,  at  1  o'clock,  with  365  dele- 
gates present  out  of  the  entire  number, 
(410),  entitled  to  representation.  Many 
familiar  faces  graced  not  only  the  floor, 
but  the  galleries  as  well.  The  auditorium 
in  which  the  sessions  were  held,  was 
commodious  enough  to  accommodate  the 
delegates  without  crowding  and  in  the 
galleries  space  was  at  a  discount,  for 
there  was  at  no  time  a  sufficient  number 
at  any  session  to  fill  one  per  cent  of  the 
seating  capacity.  An  active  interest  was 
manifest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Division  from  the  beginning,  and  the 
apparent  zeal  and  interest  displayed  gave 
evidence  of  careful  thought  on  the  part  of 
many  in  the  matters  contained  in  the  re- 
ports of  our  Grand  Officers. 

The  social  features  of  these  occasions 
are  a  pleasant  relaxation  after  a  toilsome 
session,  and  it  is  superfluous  to  add  that 
each  number  in  the  entertainment  pro- 
gram was  more  keenly  relished  than  the 
one  just  preceding  it. 

The  arrival  of  the  New  Orleans  special 
with  six  cars  and  120  passengers,  and  the 
Chicago  special  of  twelve  cars  and  181 
passengers,  and  the  Macon  special  of  six 
cars  and  120  passengers,  added  to  the 
throng  that  had  already  arrived  by  differ- 
ent routes,  and  the  greetings  given  and 
hearty  hand  shakes  formed  a  most  enjoy- 


able feature  of  the  occasion.  The  enter 
tainment  of  the  first  evening  was  the 
public  reception  given  by  Division  40  at 
the  auditorium.  The  building  was  filled 
to  its  utmost  capacity  with  a  happy 
gathering  of  conductors  and  their  wives 
and  friends.  The  number  who  attended 
this  occasion  is  estimated  at  4,000  people. 
The  building  was  decorated  in  the  colors 
of  the  Order  with  our  motto  here  and 
there  surrounded  by  a  wreath.  The  stage 
also  gave  evidence  of  much  taste  in  the 
arrangement  of  its  decorations  and  lent  a 
pleasing  sight  to  the  multitude  that  had 
gathered  there.  The  program  included 
addresses  of  welcome  by  Gov.  Van  Sant 
and  Mayor  Smith,  and  responses  by 
Grand  Chief  E.  E.  Clark  and  Grand 
President  of  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C,  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Moore.  Brother  M.  N.  Goss  presided 
over  the  meeting. 

The  governor's  address  was  along  lines 
intended  to  please  all  and  impress  them 
of  the  heartiness  of  our  welcome  to  the 
state  of  Minnesota.  His  humorous  out- 
breaks kept  the  assembly  in  constant 
good  humor.  His  reference  to  travel  and 
its  comparative  safety  while  in  the  hands 
of  conductors  of  our  railways,  was  a 
compliment  deeply  appreciated,  and  the 
high  compliment  paid  our  wives  who  con- 
stitute the  Auxiliary,  was  similarly  appre- 
ciated by  all  present.  As  an  illustration 
of  his  confidence  in  the  conductor,  Gov. 
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Van  Sant  said:  "I  feel  that  my  admin- 
istration is  perfectly  safe,  because  I  have 
chosen  as  members  of  my  staff  two  of 
your  Order." 

Mayor  Smith  read  a  brief  address  of 
welcome,  offering  the  freedom  of  the  city 
to  the  conductors  as  long  as  they  wished 
to  remain. 

Brother  E.  E.  Clark  then  responded  as 
follows: 

"I  shall  claim  your  attention  for  a  few 
minutes  in  referring  briefly  to  the  past 
history  and  accomplishments  of  our  Or- 
der, its  present  standing  and  condition, 
and  in  turning  with  confidence  and  hope 
from  the  retrospective  to  a  prospective 
view. 

"Our  past  as  a  labor  organization  has 
been  one  continuous  and  never  lagging  ef- 
fort to  advance  the  interests,  improve  the 
conditions  and  elevate  the  standing  of 
the  railway  conductors.  On  the  whole, 
our  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  grand 
success.  I  do  not  mean  by  that  th»t  we 
have  had  our  own  way  in  all  things  or 
that  we  have  been  able  to  shape  all  mat- 
ters to  our  taste.  We  find  continually 
new  conditions  to  deal  with  and  new 
complications  to  face.  We  have,  how- 
ever, accomplished  a  grand  and  a  great 
work  in  securing  and  maintaining  higher 
rates  of  pay,  shorter  hours  for  a  day's 
■work,  pay  for  extra  service,  more  favora- 
ble and  considerate  rules  of  employment, 
more  stability  and  security  in  positions, 
and  in  materially  assisting  in  securing 
legislation  effecting  great  reduction  in 
the  risks  attendant  upon  the  calling,  and 
protecting  the  right  of  the  employe  to  re- 
cover from  the  employer  for  personal  in- 
juries resulting  from  negligence  of  the 
employer,  or  from  incompetency  or  care- 
lessness of  fellow  employe. 

"With  the  bonds  of  fraternity  we  have 
bound  together  25,000  earnest,  loyal,  up- 
right men,  all  working  to  one  common 
good  purpose.  Fraternity  means  broth- 
ly  love.  It  means  the  essence  of  the 
Golden  Rule.  It  is  the  hand-maiden  of 
charity  and  is  well  entitled  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  the  three  graces  of  which  char- 
ity is  pronounced  the  greatest.  This  fra- 
ternity leads  our  members  to  feel  a  deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  loved  ones 
dependent  upon  their  Brothers,  and 
through  the  Insurance  Department  of  our 


Order,  four  and  one-half  millions  of  do 
lars  have  been  paid  in  by  our  membei 
and  paid  out  to  the  families  of  decease 
members  and  to  disabled  members.  Th: 
magnificent  showing  does  not  exhau! 
the  fraternal  interest  in  each  other,  f< 
many  of  our  local  Divisions  maintain  loci 
sick,  accident  and  funeral  benefit  fund: 

"The  past  of  our  Order  is  a  gloriot 
one,  and  its  influence  has  been  for  goo 
in  all  things,  not  only  to  its  member shi 
but  to  the  world.  As  we  look  over  th 
past,  we  are  able  to  clearly  see  the  in  fit 
ences  which  have  operated  to  make  ot 
present  condition  what  it  is. 

"Of  our  present  I  will  say:  Our  recor 
in  the  labor  world  is  an  open  book.  Ot 
Order  stands  today  in  the  foremost  rank 
of  effective,  square  dealing,  businesslik 
labor  organizations.  We  have  the  conf 
deuce  of  our  members,  the  respect  of  ot 
employers  andof  the  public,  and  the  friem 
ship  of  our  sister  organizations.  Our  O: 
der  is  in  a  more  healthy  and  vigorou 
condition  than  ever  before  in  its  histon 
Its  membership  was  never  so  large  or  s 
earnest.  Its  influence  for  good  was  neve 
so  strong. 

"We  look  upon  the  relation  betwee 
employer  and  employe  as  a  busines 
proposition,  and  we  seek  to  deal  with  i 
on  that  basis.  No  appeal  is  made  to  pre; 
udice.  It  is  easy  to  declaim  about  tb 
sonllessness  of  corporate  wealth  and  th 
grinding  power  of  trusts  but  that  doe 
not  solve  the  problem,  nor  does  it  poin 
the  way  to  a  solution  of  it.  Thorough  o: 
ganization  among  working  men,  carefu 
ly,  honestly  and  judiciously  managed,  ha 
been  very  effective  in  the  past,  is  very  e 
fective  today  and  will  be  equally  effectiv 
in  the  future.  No  matter  how  thoroug 
and  far  reaching  the  combination  of  cap 
tal  may  be,  the  logical  way  in  which  t 
combat  its  influence  is  by  equally  tho: 
ough  and  far  reaching  organization  amon 
the  workers.  There  is  nothing  on  eart 
more  dependent  upon  another  thing  tha 
capital  is  upon  labor.  Economic  cond 
tions  will  change.  Individuals  will  prof 
and  will  suffer  by  such  changes,  but  th 
great  majority  will  be  able  to  protec 
their  interests  if  they  realize  the  efficienc 
and  potent  power  of  thorough  organizi 
tion.  We  can  have  and  will  need  som 
trusts  of  our  own.   First  let  us  seek  t 
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make  oar  Order  a  trust  controlling  a 
monopoly  of  the  good  and  reliable  rail- 
way conductors.  Let  ns  assist  in  making 
a  similar  trnst  of  each  of  the  sister  or- 
ganizations of  railway  employes  in  the 
branch  of  the  service  which  they  repre- 
sent. Let  ns  do  our  part  toward  effecting 
a  combine  of  the  trusts  so  formed  which 
will  be  as  strong  as  the  aggregate  strength 
of  its  component  parts.  Let  ns  trust 
each  other.  Let  us  trust  in  our  co-labor- 
ers. Let  us  trust  in  the  manhood  of  mod- 
ern civilization.  Let  us  trust  in  God. 
And  then,  if  we  keep  our  powder  dry,  we 
need  not  fear  the  trusts. 

"Much  has  been  said  from  time  to  time 
of  the  peril  which  threatened  labor  or- 
ganizations and  laboring  people  from  the 
attitude  of  the  Federal  Judiciary,  which 
has  been  held  to  be  a  standing  menace. 
Decisions  have  been  made  by  Federal 
Judges  which  seemed  to  be  unfair  to  the 
interests  of  the  workers;  but  as  the  cause 
of  liberty  had  its  Kosciusko,  its  Wash- 
ington and  its  Lafayette,  so  the  cause  of 
justice  and  industrial  freedom  has  its 
Caldwell,  its  Hallett,  its  Riner,  its  Har- 
lan and  its  Woolson.  It  is  not  visionary 
to  predict  that  the  future  will  see  labor 
organizations  on  equal  terms  with  incor- 
porated capital,  legal  entities  in  the 
courts  of  the  land. 

"And  what  of  the  future?  The  pros- 
pector for  hidden  minerals,  seemingly 
tireless  as  the  Wandering  Jew,  wanders 
over  the  rough,  rugged  and  uninviting 
mountains  whose  barren  and  rocky  sur- 
face seemingly  gives  no  indication  that 
hidden  more  or  less  securely  within  them 
lies  untold  wealth.  Up  and  down  aroya, 
gully,  ravine  and  canon,  and  over  foot 
hills,  buttes  and  crags  patiently  plods  the 
persevering  prospector  in  search  of  the 
'float'  which  betokens  the  precious  hid- 
den mineral.  If  he  succeeds  in  finding 
that  which  he  seeks,  he  leads  many  oth- 
ers to  the  enjoyment  of  prosperity,  and 
adds  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
world  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

"The  future  is  an  endless,  unprospect- 
ed,  unexplored  and  undeveloped  chain  of 
mountains.  Possibly  their  exterior  seems 
barren  and  unpromising,  but,  secreted 
within  their  fastnesses  lie  fabulously  rich 
deposits  of  benefit,  and  locked  within 


their  vitals  are  stores  which,  when  opened, 
will  prove  never  failing  founts  of  good  to 
mankind.  These  treasures  await  the 
coming  of  the  successful,  persistent  and 
aggressive  prospector  and  developer. 
The  future  will  yield  up  its  golden  stores 
to  the  brave,  the  bold,  the  patient,  the 
persevering.  As  the  miner  bores  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  mountain  for  the  min- 
eral wealth,  so  we  will  bore  into  the  fut- 
ure for  the  good  which  we  know  lies  hid- 
den therein.  We  will  drive  our  drill  of 
organization  with  the  sledge  of  education 
and  a  reward  for  earnest,  faithful  labor, 
will  wrest  from  the  future  the  good  we 
know  she  holds  and  which  is  legitimately 
the  property  of  him  who  can  work  it  out. 

"Without  laying  aside  and  without  sur- 
rendering the  right  to  use  the  weapons 
which  have  so  well  served  us  in  the  past, 
we  will  lay  firm  hold  upon  all  new,  avail- 
able and  useful  weapons  for  use  in  carv- 
ing our  way  to  success. 

"The  success  achieved  in  the  past  has 
not  been  unaccompanied  by  temporary  set- 
backs or  defeats.  Our  cause  would,  how- 
ever, be  weak  indeed  and  its  champions 
unworthy  if  it  were  to  be  abandoned  or 
deserted  because  misfortune  overtook  it. 

"Civilized  modern  government  in  which 
we  all  believe  and  of  which  we  are  all 
proud  is  founded  upon  the  principle  of 
best  serving  the  greatest  number  of  the 
people.  The  government  which  is  hot 
founded  upon  that  principle  and  which 
does  not  accomplish  that  purpose  will  be 
swept  by  the  relentless  arm  of  fate  into 
the  sea  of  oblivion  which  so  peacefully 
hides  countless  dynasties  which  have  per- 
ished from  the  earth  because  of  their 
failure  to  contribute  to  the  uplifting  of 
humanity  and  to  serve  the  interests  of 
the  people. 

"Just  so  with  organizations  of  working 
men.  But  if  the  time  shall  ever  come 
when  the  organizations  of  railway  em- 
ployes, of  which  ours  is  one,  shall  be  de- 
stroyed, Phoenix-like,  there  will  rise  from 
their  ashes,  new  and  stronger  ones,  full- 
fledged,  and  possessed  of  that  indomita- 
ble spirit  which  is  the  pride  of  the  labor 
world.  Our  organizations  will  not  down; 
they  are  conceived  in  justice,  born  in 
equity  and  nursed  upon  the  milk  of  inde- 
pendence." 
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Mrs.  J.  H.  Moore,  President  of  the  L. 

A.  to  O.  R.  C.then  addressed  the  assem- 
bly. Her  delivery  was  excellent  and  the 
substance  of  her  remarks  touched  a  re- 
sponsive chord  in  the  feelings  of  every 
lady  present.  At  the  close,  Mrs.  Jerre 
Sullivan  of  the  G.  I.  A.. of  the  B.  L.  E., 
approached  the  stage  and  presented  her 
with  a  set  of  souvenir  spoons,  with  a 
touching  and  fitting  tribute  of  the  esteem 
in  which  she  was  held.  This  was  re- 
sponded to  with  that  feeling  that  comes 
only  from  the  heart. 

Frank  P.  Sargent,  Grand  Master  of  the 

B.  of  L.  P.,  then  addressed  the  assembly, 
in  that  characteristic  vein  of  humor  so 
common  to  him  and  kept  his  audience 
in  a  continuous  roar  of  laughter.  A  varied 
program,  musical  and  vaudeville,  fol- 
lowed, which  was  appreciated  by  all,  end- 
ing with  a  pow-wow  that  Chairman  Goss 
had  assured  the  assembly  was  a  "dark 
brown  secret."  The  curiosity  of  the  mem- 
bers was  kept  at  fever  pitch  until  the  ris- 
ing curtain  brought  to  view  a  band  of 
Winnebago  Indians  who  performed  the 
several  dances  of  their  tribe  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  visitors. 

On  the  following  day  a  trolley  ride  of 
six  miles  was  given  all  to  Fort  Snelling. 
The  route  was  most  picturesque,  espec- 
ially at  the  bridge  crossing  the  river,  that 
winds  its  way  between  precipitous  rocky 
sides  that  form  its  bank  for  miles.  The 
visitors  thronged  the  grounds  of  the  fort 
and  were  delighted  with  the  field  tactics 
executed  by  several  squads  of  soldiers 
located  there.  The  return  was  equally 
enjoyable,  for  it  presented  new  attractions 
not  included  in  the  above.  From  the 
fort  the  party  went  to  the  Indian  mounds 
and  there  many  beheld  for  the  first  time 
those  relics  which  possess  interesting  his- 
toric lore  and  about  which  so  much  has 
been  said. 

On  Wednesday  evening  promenade  con- 
certs were  given  at  the  Ryan  and  the 
Merchant's  hotels.  All  were  enjoyably 
entertained  and  a  profusion  of  ferns  and 
flowers  seemed  to  present  a  paradise  to 
the  aesthetic  mind.  The  same  evening 
those  of  our  members  who  were  nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  attended  an  initiation 
of  thirty-four  candidates  and  a  banquet, 
for  which  a  musical  program  had  been 


arranged.  A  number  of  addresses  and 
responses  formed  a  pleasing  part  of  this 
program  and  among  which  was  that  of 
Gov.  Van  Sant,  D.  G.  Stamm  and  M.  J. 
Land.  On  Thursday,  the  members  of 
the  Order  and  their  families  enjoyed  the 
hospitality  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers  of  St.  Paul  who  placed 
two  river  steamers  at  their  disposal  and 
conveyed  the  happy  throng  to  Fort  Snell- 
ing by  way  of  the  river.  This  trip  was 
greatly  enjoyed  and  included  many  fea- 
tures never  enjoyed  before  by  many  on 
board.  The  natural  scenery  along  the 
banks  between  the  cliffs  created  no  end 
of  interest  to  those  on  board,  while  a 
brass  band  enlivened  the  occasion  by 
presenting  a  fine  repertoire.  On  arrival 
at  Fort  Snelling  the  happy  throng  disem- 
barked and  followed  the  rocky  pathway 
that  led  to  the  summit  overlooking  the 
river.  Then  following  our  guides  who 
pull  the  throttle  we  were  piloted  to  a 
beautiful  spot  beneath  the  trees  where  a 
bounteous  luncheon  was  spread  and  there 
partook  of  a  repast  that  left  no  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  our  hosts  that  we  appre- 
ciated their  efforts  in  this  connection  as 
well  as  their  efforts  to  make  our  recep- 
tion otherwise  enjoyable.  The  boat's 
whistle  came  too  soon  and  all  regretted 
that  our  visit  among  them  was  one  only 
of  hours  instead  of  days. 

A  most  complete  surprise  was  arranged 
in  the  parlors  of  Hotel  Ryan  in  the  even- 
ing. As  Associate  Editor  W.  D.  Ander- 
son, came  from  dinner,  he  was  conducted 
to  the  parlors  where  he  was  presented 
with  an  elegant  cut  glass  service,  a  token 
of  esteem  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  conductors.  The  presentation 
speech  was  made  by  Brother  W.  J.  Lacey 
of  Division  1,  and  the  flowery  rhetoric  in 
which  he  expressed  the  sentiments  of  the 
donors,  was  a  gem  of  words  that  were 
admired  by  all  who  filled  the  parlors  to 
witness  the  presentation. 

In  the  same  evening  the  visitors  were 
entertained  at  the  Auditorium  by  a  pro- 
gram bearing  the  headlines  on  its  face, 
"The  O.  R.  C.  Minstrels,"  and  consisting 
of  fifteen  numbers.  The  appreciation  of 
this  event  was  very  marked  and  all  joined 
in  voting  St.  Paul  the  peer  of  hosts.  The 
talent  presented,  while  including  only 
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local  talent,  was  of  that  order  that  is  of 
the  highest  and  was  keenly  appreciated 
and  generously  applauded  by  all. 

The  entertainment  for  Friday  "was  a 
trolley  ride  from  St.  Paul  through  Min- 
neapolis to  Lake  Harriet.  This  trip  was 
one  of  unusual  attraction  and  was  one  of 
varied  interest  from  the  beginning.  A  stop 
was  made  at  the  University  of  Minnesota 
and  visitors  were  conducted  to  the  as- 
sembly room  of  that  institution  where 
Dr.  Northrup  addressed  them  upon  the 
history  of  the  University  of  Minnesota. 
His  address  was  pleasing  and  instructive, 
interspersed  with  humerous  flashes  that 
held  his  audience  in  rapt  attention. 
Among  other  things  that  he  said,  was: 
"These  gatherings,  including  as  they  do 
the  representatives  of  so  vast  a  territory, 
are  making  a  great  people  of  us.  They 
are  indicative  of  good  fellowship  whose 
influences  extend  to  the  cities  of  the  com- 
munity generally.  We  are  glad  to  wel- 
come you  among  us  and  would  like  to 
keep  you  here.  We  cannot  conceive  of 
any  person  after  having  lived  here  want- 
ing to  live  any  place  else. ' '  The  trip  was 
resumed  and  the  visitors  were  next  landed 
at  Lake  Harriet.  Here  they  were  con- 
ducted to  a  spacious  building  upon  the 
banks  of  that  beautiful  lake  and  seated 
in  the  auditorium,  whose  every  side  was 
open  and  from  whence  a  most  excellent 
view  presented  not  only  the  sparkling 
waters  of  the  lake,  but  its  picturesque 
borders  as  well.  The  delegates  were  each 
presented  with  a  beautifully  illustrated 
book  here,  a  souvenir  of  Division  117. 
The  program  on  this  occasion  was  a 
speech  of  welcome  by  Mayor  Ames,  whose 
flashes  of  wit  and  laughable  expressions 
kept  the  visitors  in  a  constant  roar  of 
laughter.  Mayor  Ames  in  his  efforts  to 
impress  upon  those  present  the  freedom 
of  the  city  that  he  wished  them  to  enjoy 
expressed  himself  thus:  "We  want  you 
feel  that  our  city  is  yours  to  do  with  as 
you  wish.  If  you  see  anything  you  want 
take  it  along.  Pluck  flowers  any  place 
you  find  them,  even  from  our  ladies' 
hats."  The  cordiality  of  such  a  greeting 
was  not  misunderstood  and  his  speech 
was  encored  with  that  will  that  spoke 
the  appreciation  of  all  present.  At  the 
close  of  his  address  he  presented  to 
Brother  Wilkins  the  keys  of  the  city  and 


bade  us  to  take  away  anything  we  wishi 
Brother  Wilkins  responded  in  his  usi 
characteristic  manner,  accepting  the  h< 
pitality  so  generously  offered  by  Ma} 
Ames.  He  gave  an  interesting  accot 
of  the  Order  and  its  progress  and  allud 
to  the  Mayor's  kind  offer  to  pluck  flow* 
wherever  we  saw  them,  as  appreciate 
the  fullness  of  the  spirit  in  which  t 
offer  was  made,  but  expressing  the  ho 
that  nothing  would  be  found  missi 
on  our  departure  and  that  they  wot 
have  no  cause  to  regret  our  visit  to  th< 
beautiful  city,  but  give  as  warm  a  w 
come  to  us  when  we  came  again. 

After  a  short  address  from  the  Cha 
man  of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Mini 
apolis  the  visitors  returned  to  Mini 
apolis  where  they  inspected  the  mammc 
mills  which  make  that  city  famous.  T 
falls  and  water  power,  by  which  the 
mammoth  concerns  are  run,  was  greai 
enjoyed  by  all  present.  Through  t 
courtesy  of  the  mill  people  one  m 
was  set  apart  especially  for  the  insp* 
tion  of  the  visitors.  Its  enormous  outp 
could  hardly  be  conceived  by  those  w 
viewed  the  fine  machinery  by  which  t 
grain  is  converted  into  flour. 

An  enjoyable  entertainment  was  h 
at  the  West  Hotel  by  the  Auxiliary 
the  afternoon  and  many  will  have  cat 
to  long  remember  the  reception  accord 
them  by  the  ladies  of  Flour  City  Di 
sion. 

In  the  evening  occurred  the  event 
the  convention— the  regular  bi-ennial  b 
that  is  the  social  feature  of  these  enjc 
able  occasions  which  is  looked  forwa 
to  with  so  much  eagerness.  Brothe 
Clark,  Garretson  and  Maxwell  led  t 
grand  march  followed  by  an  innumeral 
throng.  If  there  lacked  any  one  thi 
that  was  necessary  to  complete  the  lo 
list  of  enjoyments  it  was  found  within  tfc 
labyrinth  of  palms  and  flowers,  am 
music  and  happy  faces  that  beamed  t 
enjoyment  they  felt.  j 

A  most  enjoyable  occasion  1  was  the  ci 
riage  and  tallyho  ride  given  ihe  ladies 
Saturday  morning.  A  seemihgly  endle 
line  of  conveyances  drew  up  l^efore  Ho 
Ryan  and  received  their  fair  fassengc 
who  were  driven  about  the  citfy  and  giv 
every  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  beauti: 
city  of  parks. 
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Those  who  participated  in  the 
ip  given  by  Division  40  on  Sun- 
iy  will  never  tire  of  praising 
at  magnificent  trip.  Three 
iins  were  necessary  to  trans- 
it the  people  from  St.  Paul  to 
.  Croix,  a  distance  of  60  miles, 
the  first  train  were  10 cars;  the 
cond,  12  cars,  and  in  the  third, 
;ars,  which  proved  to  be  ample 
seat  every  person. 
The  train  left  over  the  M.,  St. 
&  S.  S.  M.,  traversing  a  most 
cturesque  country  and  delight- 
g  all  on  board  with  the  beauty 
nature's  handiwork.  The  merry 
iitors  who  alighted  at  the  sta- 
in, St.  Croix  Falls,  wended 
eir  way  along  shady  paths  and 
-  springs  of  purest  water  that 
;bbled  forth  from  rocky  crevices 
re  and  there,  to  the  little  villa 
Taylors  Falls,  where  a  lunch 
,d  been  prepared.  All  formal- 
'  was  here  laid  aside  and  like 
e  happy  family  they  carried 
sir  plates  beneath  the  cool 
ade  and  there  in  true  picnic 
rie  partook  of  their  repast, 
lile  gazing  at  the  most  sublime 
?ht  that  ever  greeted  the  eyes  of 
ndreds  of  those  present.  The 
.  Croix  river  rushing  through 
e  canon  that  rose  on  either  side 
dizzy  heights  presented  a  most 
ignificent  spectacle  and  hun- 
eds  of  amateur  photographers 
tre  busy  with  cameras  secur- 
?  impressions  of  those  glorious 
fhts.  Standing  at  the  wharf 
:re  two  steamboats  with  barges  at- 
:hed  ready  to  convey  the  crowd 
wn  the  river  to  Stillwater  where 
jy  were  to  take  the  train  for  St.  Paul 
their  return.  During  the  layover  of 
o  hours  at  Taylors  Falls  hundreds 
ntured  over  the  vast  area  of  rocks 
isting  their  eyes  upon  the  grandest 
fhts  they  had  ever  witnessed.  The 
tholes  as  illustrated  herein  were  nu- 
n-cms, and  many  a  visitor  shrank  back 
he  peered  down  into  their  black  depths, 
the  feet  of  the  visitors  became  weary 
th  traveling  the  bare  rocks  that  pro- 
ced  no  vegetation  except  the  towering 
les  that  thrived  with  the  little  nourish- 


WELL  OR  POT  HOLE. 
Courtesy  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  Railroad. 

ment  they  could  draw  from  the  crevices 
between  the  rocks  where  they  found  root, 
they  began  to  wind  their  way  by  means 
of  natural  stairways  that  nature  had  gen- 
erously provided,  to  the  wharf.  The  time 
was  most  industriously  employed  by  all 
until  the  hour  for  departure  arrived.  An 
excellent  band  enlivened  all  with  many 
selections  from  an  up-to-date  repertoire, 
furnishing  music  to  the  many  who  wished 
to  dance,  and  when  the  merry  crowd  cast 
off  lines  there  were  many  who  regretted 
to  leave  behind  so  beautiful  a  sight.  The 
trip  down  the  Dalles  was  glorious,  to  say 
the  least.  A  faint  idea,  only,  can  be  had  of 
its  beauties  by  the  illustrations  herewith. 
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Nature  evidently  had  been  in  her  wild- 
est mood,  and  the  perpendicular  cliffs, 
whose  faces  stood  out  boldly  from  the 
water's  edge,  running  up  to  dizzy  heights, 
resembled  to  some  extent  the  canons  of 
the  Gila,  and  its  beauties  were  gazed 
upon  and  gave  rise  to  numerous  exclam- 
ations of  delight  as  some  new  beauty  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  eye. 

With  the  arrival  at  Stillwater  where  the 
party  disembarked,  there  was  a  sigh  of 
egret  at  Is-riziz  'hose  sublime 

lights  which  many  had  witnessed  for  the 
irst  time  :.~  ':fe  and  which  would,  per- 
haps, be  never  visited  again  by  them. 
The  first  train  over  the  Omaha  bearing  the 
party  made  a  record  of  seventy  miles  an 
hour,  landing  the  party  in  time  for  sup- 
per at  St.  Paul.  No  incident  occurred 
to  mar  the  pleasures  of  the  day  and 
many  voices  went  up  in  words  of  praise 
for  those  whose  united  efforts  contributed 
so  completely  to  their  enjoyment. 

On  Monday  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive firemen  gave  a  reception  to  the 
members  of  the  Order  and  their  families, 
which  for  pure  hospitality  and  earnest 
endeavor  to  please  was  not  excelled  dur- 
ing our  stay.  There  was  no  conceivable 
desire  left  ungratiOed  that  the  broth- 
ers of  our  sister  organization  did 
not  gratify  if  within  their  power. 
The  steamer  Columbia  with  a  large  barge 
attached  left  the  wharf  laden  with  a 
merry  crowd  hungering  for  further  sight 
of  the  beauties  of  nature  that  abound 
along  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  This 
trip  was  down  the  Mississippi  to  Lake 
St.  Croix  and  Prescott,  with  a  stop  in 
each  direction  at  Hastings.  Music  by 
the  band  enlivened  the  occasion  during 
the  entire  trip  and  as  the  party  proceeded 
down  the  river,  new  beauties  of  nature 
presented  themselves  until  the  enraptured 
crowd  could  only  exclaim,  "Oh,  how 
grand!"  Every  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion possible  was  shown  the  party,  and 
the  royal  reception  accorded  us  earned 
for  them  our  sincere  gratitude  and  high- 
est praise.  An  excellent  lunch  was  served 
upon  the  boat  by  the  wives  of  our  Broth- 
ers who  juggle  the  dusky  diamonds,  and 
the  well  perfected  plans  by  which  all  were 
"warmed  and  filled,"  won  for  them  the 
admiration  and  praise  of  all  the  party. 
At  a  "free  stand"  soft  drinks  and  cigars 


were  bounteously  distributed  among  the 
thirsty  dancers  who  tripped  the  "light 
fantastic"  to  the  harmonious  strains  of 
an  orchestra  and  to  the  "wall  flowers" 
who  sought  the  shady  decks  to  smoke 
and  think.  Second  Vice  Grand  Master, 
Chas.  Wilson,  was  among  the  number 
and  his  presence  and  example  seemed  to 
be  contagious,  for  jollity  and  mirth  was 
everywhere.  But  like  all  good  things  it 
had  its  end,  and  when  the  wharf  again 
was  reached  at  the  end  of  our  trip,  con- 
gratulations, kind  expressions  and 
compliments  testified  to  the  heartiness  of 
the  appreciation  of  those  who  had  par- 
taken of  the  hospitalities  of  our  Brother 
firemen  and  welded  another  link  in  the 
chain  of  love  and  esteem  that  is  binding 
them  to  us  as  Brothers,  dear  as  our  own. 

Tuesday  was  the  day  set  apart  for  the 
disciples  of  Isaac  Walton  and  according 
to  all  signs  of  wind  and  weather  the  day 
was  perfect.  Arrangements  had  been 
made  giving  the  visitors  opportunity  of 
visiting  any  of  the  four  great  lakes  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Paul  whose  clear  waters 
abounded  in  the  choicest  of  fish. 
White  Bear  reached  by  electric  lines  or 
Northern  Pacific,  affords  one  of  the 
beautiful  spots  that  attract  hundreds  of 
visitors.  This  lake  is  ten  miles  long  by 
five  miles  wide.  Lake  Chasago,  while 
smaller,  loses  none  of  its  interest  to  the 
fisherman  who  loves  the  sport  of  landing 
a  gamey  fish.  This  lake  is  four  miles 
long  by  two  miles  broad  and  is  also 
reached  by  the  Northern  Pacific.  Lake 
Minatonka  while  the  largest  also  sur- 
passes the  others  in  point  of  scenery. 
Only  the  true  disciple  of  Isaac  Walton 
could  close  his  eyes  to  the  beauties  of  his 
surroundings  and  devote  his  mind  and 
thought  to  the  bobbing  cork  dancing  on 
the  ripples  of  that  beautiful  sheet  of 
water.  This  lake  is  fifteen  miles  long  by 
five  miles  broad  and  is  one  of  the  chief 
attractions  to  those  loving  recreation  and 
rest.  It  is  reached  by  the  Great  Northern 
and  is  easy  of  access  to  the  many  who 
visit  its  shores  annually.  Bass  Lake 
while  least  of  all  in  size  has  also  its  at- 
tractions and  was  made  a  part  of  the  im- 
mense programme  to  give  pleasure  to  the 
guests  of  the  28th  Grand  Division.  It 
abounds  in  that  gamey  fish  for  which  it  is 
named  and  those  who  visited  its  pretty 

Digitized  by  Google 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


495 


shores  can  testify  to  many  "strikes"  that 
wearied  their  arms  in  landing  a  good 
sized  catch. 

After  each  day's  business  theatres  and 
other  places  of  interest  claimed  the  time 
of  many  delegates  and  visitors  who  could 
not  give  their  attendance  to  the  outing 
parties.  Parties  of  both  delegates  and 
visitors  with  their  wives  and  sweethearts 
enjoyed  cycling  about  the  city  whose 
broad  lawns  and  stately  homes  in  the 
residence  portion  of  the  city,  presented  a 
most  pleasing  picture  to  the  eye.  Ordi- 
nances affecting  the  riding  of  bicycles  in 
certain  localities  were  ignored  and  St. 
Paul  capitulated  in  every  quarter  not  only 
in  words  but  in  deed  as  well,  thus  proving 
that  the  hospitality  they  extended  to  us 
and  the  freedom  of  the  city  that  had  been 
accorded  by  its  mayor,  was  indeed  in- 
tended to  apply  as  coming  from  the  heart 
rather  than  arising  out  of  a  line  of  form- 
ality. 

A  very  pleasant  surprise  was  perpe- 
trated upon  Brother  M.  N.  Goss,  Chair- 
man of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
Brother  J.  D.  Condit,  Chairman  of  the 
Transportation  Committee.  They  were 
called  to  the  rostrum  of  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion and  in  a  few  well  chosen  words 
Brother  Clark  presented  Brother  Goss 
with  a  magnificent  gold  watch,  and 
Brother  Condit  with  a  beautiful  diamond 
stud,  a  token  of  the  appreciation  and  es- 
teem of  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
twenty-eighth  Grand  Division. 

Their  appreciation  of  these  presents 
was  most  forcefully  expressed  by  the 
emotion  shown  and  the  loss  of  words  to 
respond  farther  than  the  simple  utter- 
ance "thank  you." 

Thursday  found  the  business  of  the 
Grand  Division  upon  its  last  order,  and 
the  programme  exhausted  so  far  as 
scheduled  entertainment  for  the  visitors 
was  concerned.  Our  welcome,  however, 
showed  no  signs  of  dimunition  but  on  the 
other  hand,  increased  in  fervor  thereby 
farther  cementing  the  friendly  ties  that 


linger  with  us  through  life  as  our  bright- 
est memories. 

The  last  two  days  were  darkened  by 
lowering  clouds  and  pattering  raindrops 
that  seemed  to  come  as  a  token  of  sorrow 
and  regret  from  nature  herself  at  our  de- 
parture. Her  sunshine  during  our  entire 
visit  followed  us  wherever  we  went,  smil- 
ing upon  us  in  gladness,  until  she  re- 
posed behind  the  western  hills  at  night 
leaving  her  promise  behind  written  in  a 
radiant  horizon  that  she  would  greet  us 
with  another  glorious  day  on  the  morrow. 
If  she  hid  her  smiles  upon  our  departure 
it  seemed  in  keeping  with  that  sadness 
exhibited  everywhere  and  her  raindrops 
that  fell  upon  us  like  tears  seemed  ex- 
pressive of  sadness  and  regret,  that  all 
felt  alike,  who  learned  to  love  that  grand 
old  state  which  afforded  us  so  much  pleas- 
ure—Minnesota. 

"Those  who  live  in  Minnesota  when  the  leaves  are 

growing  sere, 
When  the  hues  of  earth  are  changing  and  the 

nights  are  cool  and' clear. 
Think  that  they  are  living  somewhere  near  the 

gates  of  paradise. 
For  they  fancy  they  can  see  them  through  the 

open  northern  skies. 

"It  is  when  the  air  is  quiet  and  the  twinkle  of  the 
stars 

Has  its  brilliancy  dimmed  a  trifle  when  St.  Peter 

drops  the  bars.  • 
For  the  bars  are  shining  silver,  with  a  glint  of 

virgin  gold. 

And  they  fall  to  earth,  revealing  all  the  npper 
wealth  untold. 

"There  aVe  waves  of  light  descending,  as  they  did 

once,  long  ago. 
When  the  shepherds  lay  half  blinded  by  a  new 

star's  sudden  glow. 
And  we  like  to  think  that  angels  have  come  down 

to  see  us.  as  when 
They  proclaimed  the  child  of  Mary  and  their 

pledge  of  peace  to  men. 

"Now  and  then  the  bars  of  silver  seem  like  Jacob's 
ladder,  too; 

With  the  topmost  round  in  heaven  and  star-beams 

shining  through. 
And  'tis  said  that  all  the  babies  born  up  here  on 

autumn  nights 
Find  their  way  adown  the  staircase  made  of  silvery 

northern  lights." 
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KIDNAPPING  WOT  A  CRinE. 


The  reward  offered  for  the  capture  of 
the  Cudahy  kidnappers  has  made  Crow 
hunters  out  of  hundreds  of  citizens  and 
brought  up  for  liberal  discussion  the  sub- 
ject of  kidnapping  all  over  the  country. 
There  is  perhaps  no  parent  but  will  agree 
that  it  is  a  crime  and  should  be  upon  the 
statutes  of  every  state,  prescribing  a 
severe  penalty  for  same;  still,  it  seems 
that  the  law  has  no  power  to  control  if 
we  are  to  believe  the  decision  of  Judge 
Munger,  based  upon  the  statutes  as  they 
exist. 

One,  Earnest  J.  Walter,  recently  sent  a 
letter  to  Senator  Kearns  of  Utah,  threaten- 
ing to  kidnap  his  son  if  $5,000  was  not 
given  him.  The  attorneys  for  the  defend- 
ant contended  that  there  is  no  such  crime 
as  kidnapping  under  the  United  States 
law,  and  that  the  letter  received  by  the 
plaintiff  did  not  show  that  there  was  a 
scheme  to  defraud.   The  court  sustained 


the  demurrer  and  threw  the  case  o 
court.  So  far  as  we  are  able  to  disc 
this  lets  the  bars  down  so  that  all 
legitimately  engage  in  carrying  off 
people's  children  and  keep  them  u 
ransom  shall  be  paid  that  is  decided 
by  the  kidnapper  as  sufficiently  larj 
reimburse  him  for  the  transaction 
inconvenience  he  has  undergone  in 
ting  hold  of  this  "preferred  stock." 

We  have  nothing  to  criticise  in  .J 
Munger's  decision.  We  believe  th; 
has  rendered  it  in  strict  accordance 
the  law  so  far  as  it  may  be  said  to  t 
upon  an  act  of  this  nature,  but  it  cert 
opens  to  view  a  broad  gap  through  v 
criminals  may  escape  from  legal  pu 
ment  when  they  swoop  down  up 
happy  family  in  the  midst  of  civilize 
like  a  band  of  Indians,  and  bear  awa 
of  their  number  to  be  held  as  a  ho: 
for  ransom. 


A  NATIONAL.  COJ*\f\ITTEE  ON  CONCILIATION  AND  /IRBITRAT 


The  Joint  Committee  on  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  of  the  National  Civic 
Federation,  at  a  meeting  held  in  New 
York  City,  May  7,  1901,  adopted  the  ap- 
pended report.  The  purposes  announced 
are  of  the  best.  The  efforts  of  the  com- 
mittee should  make  for  peace  in  the  in- 
dustrial world,  for  they  realize  that  the 
workers  are  entitled  to  full  consideration 
and  that  their  cause  has  in  it  as  many 
elements  of  justice  as  has  the  cause  of 
employing  capital.  Arbitration  will  finally 
be  generally  adopted  as  a  means  of 
settling  industrial  disputes,  not  through 
compulsion,  not  through  legislation 
alone,  but  through  the  demands  of  public 
sentiment.  The  employes  have  always 
been  more  ready  and  willingto  accept  arbi- 
tration than  have  the  employers.  When 
the  public  sentiment  has  grown  strong 
enough  neither  employer  or  employe  will 
be  willing  or  able  to  stand  against  it. 
The  report  of  the  committee  follows: 

PURPOSE. 

The  National  Committee  on  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  created  at  a  conven- 
tion held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  Decem- 


ber, 1900,  under  the  auspices  of 
National  Civic  Federation  and  clc 
with  authority  by  that  convention,  t 
ganize,  formulate  policies  and  meai 
and  to  enter  into  active  service  ir 
cause  of  peace  and  harmony  in  tt 
dustrial  world,  realizing  that  the  pro 
ity  of  our  nation  depends  upon  the  st 
and  profitable  employment  of  the  pe 
that  when  the  workers  are  idle  capit 
idle  and  the  interests  of  employer 
employe  are  alike  imperiled,  hereby 
nounces  and  declares  its  purpose  t 
the  prevention  of  those  most  thre; 
ing  of  all  industrial  disturbances, 
strike  and  the  lock-out. 

SCOPE. 

The  scope  or  field  of  work  of 
National  Committee  on  Conciliation 
Arbitration  is  briefly  defined  as  folio 

1.  To  form  in  the  public  mind  the 
viction;  first,  that  industrial  disturba: 
in  the  nature  of  strikes  or  lock-outs 
and  should  be  avoided.  Second,  tha 
only  reliable  method  of  avoiding 
disturbances  is  through  full  and  i 
conference  between  employers  and  if 
men,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  n 
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i  agreement  as  to  terms  of 
pment.  Trade  agreements 
in  employers  ana  workmen 

established  for  a  definite 
have  so  fully  demonstrated 
freat  value  in  maintaining 
rial  peace  that  they  should 
nerally  adopted.  Third, 
under  conditions  existing 

and  as  they  are  likely  to 
or  the  future,  organizations 
le  for  comprehensive  and 
isive  consideration  of  these 
ex  questions  involved  in  the 
1  relations  of  employers 
workmen,  are  most  valu- 
md  important  and,  where 
le,  should  be  utilized,  but, 
r  event,  the  true  and  safe 

is  comprehended  in  con- 
e  and  agreement  between 
yers  and  workmen  covering 
?e  a  constituency  as  pos- 
tnd,  fourth,  that  the  surest 
>  keep  organizations  of  em- 
s  and  workmen  free  from 
s  and  injurious  action  is 
rh  co-operation  and  the 
.1  education  and  respect 
will     inevitably  follow 

t. 

?o  establish  and  maintain 
rdor  Commission  composed 
most  competent  persons 
ble,  selected  from  employ- 
id  employes  of  judgment, 
ence  and  reliability,  which 
be  charged  with  the  above 
bed  duties,  and  shall  also 
pected  to  make  known  to 
len  and  employers  that  their 
jl  and  aid  will  be  available 
ired  in  securing  that  co- 
ion,  mutual  understanding 
preement  already  indicated 
:  general  purpose  of  this 
lal  Committee  on  Concilia- 
ad  Arbitration. 

METHOD. 

general  method  of  opera- 
>nly  may  be  outlined,  specific 
res  will  have  to  be  determined  from 
o  time  as  study,  investigation  and 
ence  may  show  cause, 
committee  will  secure  the  fullest 
lie  information  as  to  methods  and 
ires  of  arbitration  in  vogue  through - 
e  world;  it  will  put  itself  into  com- 
ation  with  all  representative  bodies 
rkmen  and  employers,  inform  them 
its  purpose,  offer  its  services  and 
t  their  co-operation,  advice  and 
will  if  possible,  asking  particularly 
teral  organizations  that  whenever 
aecific  questions  are  arising  where 


KAGLE  POINT.  NEAR  OSCEOLA  MILLS.  WIS. 
Courtesy  St.  Paul  &  Duluth  Railroad. 

there  is  no  established  method  of  joint 
consideration  and  settlement  existing, 
that  the  National  Committee  be  informed 
in  order  that  it  may  use  its  influence  be- 
fore trouble  occurs.  This  method  to  be 
extended  to  local  organizations  when  the 
committee  may  find  itself  sufficiently 
equipped  so  to  do. 

The  committee  will  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  may  seem  feasible  to  disseminate 
through  the  general  newspaper  press, 
through  magazines,  periodicals  and  spe- 
cial pamphlets,  the  results  of  its  investi- 
gations together  with  its  recommendations 
and  suggestions. 
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The  committee  may  enlarge  its  mem- 
bership so  as  to  include  such  leaders  of 
industry  and  labor  and  such  representa- 
tives of  the  general  public  as  it  may  deem 
necessary  to  effectively  extend  the  scope 
of  its  usefulness. 

The  committee  will  select  from  its 
members  an  executive  committee  of  fifteen 


in  which  will  be  invested  power  to  equip 
and  direct  such  working  organization  as 
in  its  judgment  will  be  necessary. 

The  committee  shall  appoint  a  finance 
committee  to  secure  sufficient  funds  to 
put  the  organization  upon  a  firm  basis 
and  to  enable  it  to  carry  out  the  work  on 
the  lines  indicated. 


STANDARD  BOX  CARS  RECOA\A\EflDED. 


The  American  Railway  Association  has 
under  consideration  a  recommendation 
from  one  of  its  committees  on  a  "standard 
box  car."  It  will  come  up  for  final  adop- 
tion at  their  October  meeting.  It  reads 
thus: 

The  committee  recommends  as  the 
standard  car  one  36  feet  in  length,  8  feet 
6  inches  in  width  and  7  feet  6  inches  in 
height,  all  inside  dimensions,  with  a 
cross-sectional  area  of  63.75  square  feet 
and  a  capacity  of  2,295  cubic  feet;  that 
the  inside  length  be  stenciled  prominently 
upon  the  sides  of  the  cars  and  that  this 
car  be  a  unit  upon  which  the  classifica- 
tion minimums  shall  be  based. 

That  the  height  and  the  width  be  as 
great  as  are  permitted  by  the  physical 
limitations  of  the  important  railroad 
clearances  and  the  present  established 
height  of  loading  platforms;  that  the 
length  be  determined  by  economy  in  con- 
struction, maintenance  and  operation  and 
the  requirements  of  economical  stowage. 
Your  committee  further  believes  that  the 
traffic  rules  governing  the  use  of  the  stan- 
dard car  should  be  so  framed  as  to  pro- 
vide that  there  be  no  pecuniary  advantage 
to  any  interest  arising  from  the  use  of 
cars  larger  or  smaller  than  the  unit  car; 
that  a  premium  be  placed  upon  a  com- 
pact and  economical  stowage;  that  unnec- 
essary movement  and  detention  of  cars 
be  avoided;  that  the  clerical  work  de- 
manded be  not  excessive,  and  that  the 
railroad  be  sustained  in  the  control  of  its 
equipment.  The  committee  further  rec- 
ommends that  the  premium  for  each  arti- 
cle taking  a  carload  rate  be  adjusted  to 
the  unit  to  hold  that  commodity  under 
conditions  of  most  economical  packing 
either  from  weight  or  dimension  limita- 
tions without  increasing  the  charge  to 
the  shipper;  that  to  conserve  cars  34  feet 
in  length  the  minimum  demand  for  their 
use  approximates  nearly  their  capacity, 
and  that  for  each  article  it  be  fixed  at  the 


capacity  of  a  car  34  feet  long,  8  feet  6 
inches  wide  and  7  feet  6  inches  high,  to 
hold  the  article;  that  for  cars  shorter 
than  34  feet  the  minimum  be  that  of  the 
34  foot  car,  thus  making  them  relatively 
economical  to  the  shipper  with  the  antic- 
ipation that  they  will  eventually  disap- 
pear and  while  in  service  be  used  for  the 
transportation  of  heavy  articles;  that  for 
cars  longer  than  36  feet  the  minimum  in- 
crease at  a  ratio  in  excess  of  the  increase 
in  length  of  cars,  making  it  relatively 
economical  to  the  shipper  to  use  cars  of 
abnormal  length. 

Now,  while  they  are  attempting  to  stan- 
dardize the  dimensions  of  their  cars,  why 
not  go  one  step  further  and  recommend  a 
standard  letter  and  figure  for  the  initial 
and  number  and  place  the  same  upon 
the  sides  of  cars  in  a  "standard  posi- 
tion." The  inconvenience  of  taking  num- 
bers under  ordinary  yard  conditions  is 
bad  enough,  to  say  nothing  of  the  errors 
that  arise  out  of  the  irregularity  of  posi- 
tion in  which  they  come  in  taking  the 
numbers  of  a  train.  Some  railroads  place 
their  numbers  above  the  door  and  are  so 
high  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  de- 
cipher them;  other  roads  use  a  very  small 
figure  and  have  adopted  a  place  peculiar 
to  their  own  ideas  for  its  location.  All 
these  things  are  conducive  to  error  and 
their  consequent  embarrassments  which 
should  be  guarded  against.  The  stan- 
dardizing of  size  of  letters  and  initials, 
and  the  position  they  shall  occupy  does 
not  mean  one  cent  of  additional  expense 
to  the  railway  companies,  while  it  does 
mean  a  big  saving  of  time  and  numerous 
errors  among  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
take  train  records. 
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THE  GREATEST  GOOD  A  SAFE  RULE  TO  FOLLOW. 


Without  doubt  many  Divisions  have  al- 
ready heard  the  reports  of  their  dele- 
gates and  have  expressed  opinions  either 
for  or  against  some  or  all  of  the  matters 
legislated  upon.  It  is  also  probable  that 
individual  members  outside  of  the  Divi- 
sion rooms  are  even  now  busy  discussing 
the  questions  that  were  passed  upon  by 
that  grand  body  and  are  offering  their 
suggestions  and  criticisms  freely.  . 

The  object  that  should  be  kept  in  mind 
at  all  times  by  our  delegates,  and  which 
seemed  apparent  at  all  times  during  the 
twenty-eighth  session  of  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion, is  to  do  the  greatest  good  for  the 
greatest  number.  It  is  true  that  in  work- 
ing to  this  end  there  sometimes  appears 
in  the  exercise  of  this  principle  a  seem- 
ing injustice  to  some  Brother,  some  Divi- 
sion or  some  section  in  the  community, 
but  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  these 
hardships  where  they  may  fall  are 
sacrifices  that  must  be  made  for  the 
common  good  and  herein  applies  that 
duty  to  be  governed  by  the  will  of  a  law- 
fully constituted  majority. 

Too  frequently  misunderstandings 
arise  out  of  the  interpretation  of  some 
law  enacted  or  through  statements  made 
by  delegates  who  fail  to  show  all  of  the 
reasons  leading  up  to  the  adoption  of 
certain  measures,  that  leave  in  the  minds 
of  their  constituents  a  prejudice  that 
breeds  discontent.  No  delegate  has  fully 
performed  his  duty  until  he  has  satisfied 
those  he  represents  with  every  reason 
leading  up  to  the  passage  of  every  act  of 
our  Grand  Division.  The  issues  that 
come  before  that  Grand  body  are  becom- 
ing of  more  interest  each  year,  and  as 
this  interest  increases  the  demand  from 
those  represented  will  be  for  a  more  con- 
cise report  of  the  proceedings,  and  es- 
pecially of  those  influences  that  were 
brought  to  bear  upon  subjects  of  vital  in- 
terest to  them  as  individuals. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  twenty- 
eighth  session  was  the  most  fruitful  in 
many  respects  of  any  session  ever  held. 
It  established  a  basis  for  the  protection 
of  the  old  and  indigent  that  was  neces- 
sary, to  meet  in  competition  a  scheme  by 
some  of  our  railroads  that  if  not  met  by 


us  with  a  similar  or  better  proposition 
must  in  the  end  choke  the  vitality  and 
power  of  every  branch  of  railroad  organ- 
ized labor.  Those  who  are  far  sighted 
enough  to  see  beyond  the  glamour  of  the 
promises  held  forth  in  the  schemes  held 
out  to  induce  our  members  to  accept  a  small- 
gratuity  and  thus  become  charges  de- 
pendent upon  the  same  and  later  to  be 
used  as  clubs  to  beat  the  brains  out  of 
those  struggling  beneath  them  for  ex- 
istence, will  agree  that  the  amounts  im- 
posed upon  them  by  the  laws  enacted  at 
St.  Paul  are  nil  as  compared  to  the  con- 
ditions that  will  some  day  arise  when  the 
full  force  of  being  dependent  breaks  up- 
on them. 

There  is  no  good  reason  to  assume  that 
the  deliberations  of  our  grand  body 
should  not  be  as  profound,  as  far- 
reaching  in  every  particular  as  relates  to 
our  welfare,  as  the  deliberations  of  any- 
other  body,  corporate  or  otherwise.  It 
would  therefore  seem  to  appeal  to  the- 
individual  members  of  our  organization 
to  be  governed  by  the  result  of  these 
deliberations,  instead  of  taking  a. 
superficial  view  of  present  condition  s- 
and  criticising  from  that  standpoint. 
There  is  a  future  to  be  considered.  A 
good  rule  to  follow  before  taking  a 
"snap-shot  judgment"  is  to  adopt  the  old 
saying  that  gave  birth  to  Davy  Crockett's 
motto:  "Let's  see  where  that  will  land 
us."  After  Davy  saw  where  he  would 
land  he  knew  he  was  right,  and  went 
ahead.  We  believe  our  delegates  acted 
wisely.  We  believe  that  conditions  both 
present  and  prospective  were  unfolded 
and  that  their  decisions  were  based 
upon  that  good,  sound  judgment  that 
when  fully  developed  will  show  the 
wisdom  of  the  course  they  took.  It  would 
be  next  to  impossible  to  bring  out  every 
line  of  argument  in  support  of  the  propo- 
sitions that  were  adopted  at  St.  Pa.ul 
unless  the  entire  proceedings  were  read, 
which  would  consume  much  time  of  our 
local  Divisions,  still  a  concise  statement 
bearing  out  the  principal  reasons  for 
same  could  not  help  but  convince  the 
most  ardent  kicker  that  the  greater  part 
at  least  was  done  for  his  ultimate  good.. 
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prestige  we  enjoy  has  been  gained 
be  individual  effort  of  the  members 
by  the  efforts  of  onr  Grand  Officers, 
work  upon  lines  intended  to  elevate 
craft  wherever  the  influences  of  the 
sr  extend.  That  these  lines  lead  to 
ess  and  harmony  no  one  can  deny, 

nothing  can  appeal  any  stronger  to 
e  who  would  continue  in  this  channel 
i  the  results  that  have  come  tons  by  fol- 
ng  the  course  that  has  been  free  from 
:s  and  shoals  upon  which  so  many 
t  have  foundered. 

some  of  the  propositions  seem  drastic 


and  are  accepted  as  a  hardship  by  some 

of  our  members,  remember  that 

"There  is  a  divinity  that  shapes  onr  ends. 
Rough  hew  them  as  we  will." 

and  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Grand  Division 
there  existed  a  necessity  for  drastic  ac- 
tion, if  such  it  can  be  considered,  in 
order  to  conserve  our  interests  as  con- 
ductors. 

We  firmly  believe  that  a  hearty  co-oper- 
ation on  the  part  of  every  member  to 
support  and  maintain  these  laws  will 
demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  every  act 
legislated  and  bring  returns  to  us  within 
the  next  decade  that  will  prove  of  inesti- 
mable value  to  us. 


A  BROAD  FIELD  FOR  f\!SSIONARY  WORK. 


le  condition  of  the  poorer  class  of  the 
:h  is  being  discussed  quite  freely  by 
:hern  educators  and  economists  who 
«e  the  consequences  of  raising  chil- 
1  in  ignorance.  While  we  fully  appre- 
e  all  the  evils  that  may  arise  out  of 
condition  of  affairs  we  have  witheld 
n  offering  an  opinion  because  of  our 
ess  to  judge  of  those  conditions  affect- 
is  they  are  by  location,  living  expenses 
.  environments  that  have  been  accept- 
by  the  people  of  that  community  as 
erally  satisfactory. 

fhat  may  appeal  to  the  working  people 
he  north  as  necessary  to  their  happi- 
s  and  comfort  and  which  in  reality 
s  form  the  basis  for  their  worth  as 
zens,  is  not  appreciated  by  the  aver- 
!  poor  laborer  of  the  south.  In  a  recent 
iversation  with  a  representative  of  the 
-olinas  he  said  that  the  value  of 
ication  is  not  appreciated  by  the  com- 
n  laborer  of  the  south.  His  ambition 
lot  to  give  his  son  or  daughter  an  edu- 
ion  but  to  put  them  to  work  at  some- 
ig  as  soon  as  they  develop  an  earning 
ver.  If  the  subject  of  education  was 
tilled  in  the  minds  of  the  children  with 
same  earnestness  that  they  are  taught 
ook  forward  to  begin  manual  work, 
re  would  be  a  marked  change  through- 
:  the  south  in  the  condition  of  her  poor 
ss.  In  suggesting  a  remedy  he  said 
it  it  must  be  as  slow  a  process  as  the 
gination  of  a  new  species  in  the  lower 
ters  unless  a  spirit  of  rivalry  or  com- 


petition could  be  started  in  every  com- 
munity by  educating  one  or  more  of  their 
number  and  placing  them  in  lucrative 
positions  thus  showing  the  contrast  be- 
tween wages  paid  the  educated  laborer 
and  the  ignorant  laborer. 

A  further  exhibition  of  the  condition  of 
the  southern  laborer  is  well  worded  by 
William  E.  Curtis  in  the  Record-Herald. 
He  says: 

Outside  the  cities  there  is  very  little  or- 
ganized labor  in  the  south.  The  Ameri- 
can Federation, under  the  energetic  leader- 
ship of  President  Gompers,  has  been  at 
work  for  several  years  teaching  the  oper- 
atives of  the  mills  the  advantages  of  or- 
ganization, and  reports  great  progress, 
but  down  here  people  tell  me  that  there 
are  no  unions  except  in  Columbia,  Au- 
gusta, Atlanta,  Charlotte  and  some  of  the 
other  large  towns.  The  managers  are  re- 
sisting the  organization  of  their  employes 
and  are  exercising  all  the  influence  they 
can  to  make  the  unions  unpopular.  Not 
long  ago  in  Charlotte  all  operatives  be- 
longing to  the  unions  were  discharged, 
ana  a  strike  was  threatened,  but  a  com- 
promise was  reached.  In  the  employment 
of  new  labor  I  understand  that  in  most 
of  the  mills  the  superintendents  are  in- 
structed not  to  take  on  operatives  who  be- 
long to  labor  organizations.  In  the  small- 
er mills  there  are  no  unions.  The  opera- 
tives are  prejudiced  against  them. 

Among  the  other  advantages  that  the  cot- 
ton manufactures  of  the  south  enjoy  over 
those  of  the  north  are  lower  taxes,  cheap 
fuel,  low  wages,  the  absence  of  labor  laws 
and  the  restrictive  force  of  organized  la- 
bor and  they  propose  to  retain  them  as 
long  as  they  can.  The  average  rate  of 
taxation  in   Massachusetts  on  factory 
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property  is  23  mills  on  the  dollar;  in  the 
south  it  is  5  mills.  Fire  wood  can  be  had 
in  abundance,  delivered  at  the  factory 
for  $1  a  cord,  and  coal  costs  $3  a  ton.  In 
some  of  the  mills  the  operatives  work 
twelve  hours,  in  nearly  all  of  them  eleven 
hours,  and  the  wage  scales  are  much  low- 
er for  the  same  work  than  in  the  north, 
although  the  southern  operatives  are  not 
yet  so  skillful,  and  cannot  produce  as 
much  as  those  of  the  north. 

Children  of  all  ages  are  employed  with- 
out restriction,  during  the  school  season 
as  well  as  during  vacation.  There  are  no 
laws  concerning  ventilation  or  other  sani- 
tary conditions.  The  operatives  are  sub- 
ject entirely  to  the  tender  mercies  of  their 
superintendents  and  are  compelled  to  ac- 
cept their  terms  or  quit.  If  they  adopt 
the  latter  alternative  they  find  it  difficult 
to  get  employment  elsewhere.  There  is 
no  Blacklist,  but  before  taking  on  an  in- 
experienced hand  a  superintendent  will 
make  a  thorough  investigation  of  his  or 
her  record. 

As  a  rule,  however,  the  operatives  are 
well  treated  and  make  no  complaint. 
They  earn  more  money,  their  work  is 
lighter,  their  hours  are  shorter,  and  the;y 
have  more  comfortable  homes  than  their 
fathers  and  mothers,  and  their  own  until 
they  came  into  the  mills.  The  factories 
are  generally  constructed  on  modern  san- 
itary methods  and  are  situated  in  health- 
ful locations,  so  that  the  employes  do  not 
suffer  on  that  account.  Most  of  the  new 
mills  are  models  of  construction  and 
equipment.  The  use  of  electricity  in  man- 
ufacturing is  much  more  general  than  in 
the  north.  The  mills  are  usually  situated 
outside  of  the  towns,  or  in  the 'country, 
with  long  rows  of  neat  cottages  for  the 
employes,  much  more  comfortable  than 
the  average  habitation  of  the  poor  white 
class  of  the  south.  The  rents  are  low, 
and  are  deducted  from  their  wages,  and 
payment  in  store  orders  is  common.  In 
many  of  the  factories  the  operatives  are 
compelled  to  do  their  trading  at  the  com- 
pany's stores,  but  there  is  no  complaint. 
They  are  economical,  frugal  and  save 
their  money.  They  do  not  crave  luxuries, 
either  in  the  way  of  food,  dress  or  furni- 
ture. Neither  the  women  nor  the  men 
have  ever  dreamed  of  the  pleasures  and 
privileges  commonly  enjoyed  by  the  fac- 
tory people  of  New  England.  Their  lives 
are  dull  and  serious;  they  are  not  within 
reach  of  theaters;  buggy  riding  and  excur- 
sions are  unknown;  ribbons  and  gloves 
are  no  temptation,  and  the  wardrobes  of 
the  women  are  generally  limited  to  a  couple 
of  cheap  calico  home-made  gowns,  and  a 
woolen  skirt  and  shirt  waist  for  Sunday. 

There  is  no  system  of  inspection  or  leg- 
islation for  factories  in  the  south.  The 
mill  owners  have  thus  far  succeeded  in 
preventing  all  official  interference  with 
their  affairs,  and  the  operatives  have  so 
little  political  pull  that  they  would  be 


powerless  to  obtain  it  even  if  theydes 
protection.  There  is,  however,  a  d< 
mined  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
nevolent  people  of  the  cities,  assiste< 
the  few  labor  organizations,  to  abc 
child  labor,  and  bills  are  regularly  ir 
duced  at  every  session  of  the  legislat 
of  Georgia,  North  and  South  Care 
prohibiting  the  employment  of  chili 
under  12  years  of  age,  and  requiring  t 
attendance  in  school,  but  these  meas 
have  thus  far  received  but  little  attent 
chiefly  because  the  parents  of  the  chili 
are  opposed  to  the  law,  and  several  er 

S rises  in  every  legislative  district  w< 
e  affected.  It  it  is  not  a  cotton  mi 
is  a  canning  factory,  or  a  peach  orch 
or  a  berry  farm,  or  a  peanut  pate 
which  children  are  employed,  and  t 
wages  add  considerably  to  the  famil} 
come.  The  average  "poor  white"  wi 
consider  it  an  outrage  if  the  legisla 
should  pass  a  law  forbidding  his  chile 
to  earn  money.  Public  sentiment  out 
the  cities  is  decidedly  against  the  refc 
and  will  have  to  be  educated  up  to  it. 
At  the  recent  convention  of.  the  Epi 

Sal  church  of  the  Georgia  diocese  Bis 
elson  preached  a  sermon  on  the  subj 
which  was  distinguished  by  the  vigor 
directness  in  which  he  dealt  with  v 
he  called  "the  degradation  in  wl 
thousands  of  our  fellow  citizens 
steeped  by  ignorance,  self-content  and 
absence  of  all  the  noblest  ambition 
civilization."  This  he  declared  was  ' 
result  of  the  employment  of  child  la 
the  fault  being  that  the  legislatures, 
fluenced  by  the  power  of  the  emplo] 
class,  exercised  in  the  usual  way,  are 
mitting  chains  of  a  thralldom  worse  t 
slavery  to  he  riveted  upon  the  con 
generation."  Said  he:  "The  injury  tc 
state  is  incalculable.  The  tendancy 
results  are  a  decadence  that  foils  all 
tempts  to  reduce  the  illiteracy  of  the  ] 
ulation,  which  is  a  standing  rebuke 
reproach  to  the  people  of  Georgia, 
injures  our  repute  among  our  si 
states."  The  convention  appointe 
committee,  of  which  Rev.  C.  B.  Wilme 
Atlanta  is  chairman,  to  investigate 
subject  and  to  report  to  the  next  con1 
tion  with  recommendations. 

In  South  Carolina  the.  movement 
been  undertaken  by  the  "King's  Dat 
ters,"  who  are  working  in  the  churc 
and  the  Sunday  schools,  educating  pu 
opinion  and  appealing  for  the  protect 
of  the  children  of  the  state  from  a  m< 
as  well  as  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

There  are  now  supposed  to  be  at  1» 
10,000  children  under  10  years  of  age 
probably  15,000  under  12  years  of  age 
ployed  in  the  mills  of  South  Carolina  i 
are  earning  30  cents  a  day  and  upwan 
working  eleven  hours  a  day  six  days 
the  week,  without  any  of  the  privile 
or  pleasures  of  childhood,  without  edt 
tion  or  recreation.   The  confinement 
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the  mills  dwarfs  their  stature  and  under- 
mines their  physical  constitutions. 

The  census  shows  1,340,000  population 
in  South  Carolina,  against  1,151,149  ten 
years  ago.  The  age  statistics  for  1900  are 
not  yet  ready,  but  in  1899  there  were  501,- 
393  children  of  school  age  in  South 
Carolina,  which  is  nearly  50  per  cent  of 
the  population,  and  at  that  rate  there 
should  be  at  least  600,000  at  present.  The 
total  enrollment,  however,  in  all  the 
schools,  is  only  281,891,  less  than  half  that 
number,  and  the  average  attendance  is 
201,295,  about  one-third  of  the  children  in 
the  state.  In  1890  there  were  313,249 
colored  and  188,144  white  children.  This 
year  there  should  be  at  least  360,000 
colored  and  230,000  whites,  whereas  there 
are  only  155,602  colored  children  and  126,- 
289  white  children  enrolled  in  the  schools, 
and  an  average  attendance  of  only  110,947 
colored  and  90,308  whites. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  children  of  both  races  in  South 
Carolina  are  growing  up  without  any  edu- 
cation whatever,  and  the  larger  number 
of  those  who  are  outside  the  schools  are 
evidently  not  in  the  factories. 

The  school  privileges  of  South  Carolina 
are  limited.  The  total  expenditures  last 
year  for  educational  purposes  were  only 
$896,830,  or  less  than  75  cents  per  capita 
of  the  population.  Of  this  $693,807  was 
expended  for  the  benefit  of  white  children 
and  $203,033  for  the  benefit  of  colored 
children.  At  this  rate  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  South  Carolina  is  redeemed. 

Most  of  the  labor  in  the  mills  is  taken 
from  the  neighborhood  and  from  white 
American  families— the  "poor  white" 
class.  There  are  very  few  foreigners  in 
the  South.  In  South  Carolina,  by  the  last 
census,  there  were  fewer  than  500  persons 
of  foreign  birth,  and  in  North  Carolina  a 
still  smaller  number.  The  operatives  in 
the  southern  mills  are  a  rugged,  muscular 
race,  accustomed  to  privation  and  hard 
work,  and,  being  to  the  manor  born,  take 
a  personal  interest  in  the  affairs  of  their 
employers.  In  many  cases  they  are  en- 
couraged to  save  their  wages  and  are  al- 
lowed to  share  in  the  profits  of  the  factory 
by  purchasing  stock.  I  have  been  told 
of  two  mills  in  which  nearly  every  family 
employed  is  a  stockholder. 

Attempts  to  introduce  negro  labor  in 
the  factories  have  invariably  failed. 
Neither  the  men  nor  the  women  will  en- 
dure such  employment  and  they  are  not 
skilled  in  handling  machinery.  Neither 
their  mental  nor  physical  qualities  are 
adapted  to  factory  work.  It  takes  a  much 
longer  time  to  train  them  to  handle  a 
loom  or  a  lot  of  spindles  than  it  does  a 
white  person  of  the  same  age  and  educa- 


tion. And  when  they  have  learned  they 
are  indifferent  and  careless  and  cannot 
be  relied  upon  for  punctual  attendance. 
As  a  rule  they  quit  work  on  pay  day  and 
do  not  come  back  to  the  factory  until 
their  money  is  exhausted.  This  is  said 
to  be  the  experience  of  every  person  who 
has  tried  colored  labor  in  mechanical  in- 
dustries. Several  factories-  have  been 
started  by  colored  men  in  which  none  but 
colored  labor  was  employed,  but  I  am 
told  that  every  one  was  a  failure. 

We  are  here  brought  face  to  face  with  a 
proposition  that  demands  a  remedy,  not 
only  as  affecting  the  people  themselves, 
but  as  affects  the  whole  community  in 
which  they  reside.  What  Bishop  Nelson 
says  is  true  and  no  community  can  con- 
tinue on  such  lines  without  a  deteriorating 
effect  upon  all  persons  within  that  com- 
munity; but  where  we  find  such  ignorance 
prevailing  that  cannot  or  will  not  grasp 
the  opportunities  open  to  them  to  escape 
to  better  conditions,  it  is  like  opening 
the  doors  of  a  prison  for  them  to  escape 
and  be  met  with  the  proposition  that 
they  are  satisfied  where  they  are.  They 
represent  in  example  the  bird  that  has 
lived  in  confinement  all  its  life;  when 
allowed  its  freedom  it  does  not  under- 
stand that  that  freedom  means  the  broad 
canopy  of  heaven,  but  hovers  around  the 
narrow  confines  that  held  it  in  bondage. 
So  with  our  southern  laborers;  they  have 
never  tasted  those  comforts  that  lift  the 
soul  of  man  and  give  it  a  broader  ex- 
panse; they  hover  around  the  narrow 
confines  that  have  held  them  in  bondage 
and  reject  the  efforts  we  would  make  to 
enlighten  them  and  lift  the  yoke  off  from 
the  tender  shoulders  of  their  children 
whose  intellects  are  being  dwarfed  by  the 
burden  they  are  called  upon  to  bear. 

The  subject  is  one  for  serious  con- 
sideration by  those  who  love  mankind 
and  who  seek  to  lift  him  to  that  higher 
plane  that  every  American  can  claim  as 
his  birthright.  It  offers  a  broad  field  for 
missionary  work  for  every  class  of  phil- 
anthropists and  he  who  succeeds  in  bring- 
ing order  out  of  the  present  state  of 
affairs  must  win  the  gratitude  of  hundreds 
of  people  who  are  now  ignorant  of  their 
condition. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Visiting;  the  sick,  caring  for  the  needy,  culti- 
vating; sisterly  love  are  following;  Christ's  teach- 
ings, and.  Sisters,  what  a  power  for  good  we  could 
be  if  we  would  make  them  the  one  ruling;  power 
of  our  Auxiliary  work.  Neither  knowingly  wrong; 
a  Sister  or  see  one  wronged.  The  Auxiliary  work 
to  O.  R.  C.  has  a  good  foundation,  and  if  we  will 
live  up  to  the  teachings  inculcated  by  that  Order 
we  must  succeed.  I  read  nearly  all  the  letters  for 
The  Conductor.  They  seem  very  cheerful.  It 
seems  as  a  whole  the  work  is  progressing;  rapidly 
and  well. 

Our  own  Auxiliary  has.  by  hard  work,  kept  busy. 
On  the  4th  of  March  we  gave  a  surprise  to  Chief 
Conductor  H.S.  Kinch  and  Sister  Shorb.  it  being 
their  birthdays  (though  Sister  Shorb  has  no  more 
I  will  not  mention  hers).  It  so  surprised  him  it 
took  some  time  to  recover,  though  1  noticed  when 
refreshments  were  served  be  had  full  power  to 
act  and  was  as  pleased  as  a  little  boy  with  a  tin 
born.  We  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  with  us 
on  this  occasion  Mrs.  Dower,  of  Illinois;  Brother 
McFarland  and  wife,  of  Tacoma.  Wash.:  Brother 
and  Sister  Johnson,  of  Denver.  Col.:  Brother  and 
Sister  Crabbe.  of  Grand  Rapids.  Mich.:  Brother 
Brown,  of  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  and  Sister  Plumb  and 
daughter,  of  Oakland.  Cal.  Later  Sister  Hartel 
gave  a  reception  for  all  visitors,  and  with  us  on 
that  occasion  we  had  Brother  and  Sister  Ham.  of 
Illinois.  Sister  Monte,  of  St.  Paul,  was  visiting 
our  city  and  was  met  by  one  of  our  ladies.  We 
regret  very  much  that  we  did  not  see  her  at  some 
of  our  meetings.  Brother  and  Sister  Shorb  were 
also  surprised  by  neighbors  and  conductors  and 
their  families,  it  being  the  anniversary  of  their 
wedding.  A  pleasant  time,  playing  progressive 
whist,  after  which  a  dainty  lunch  was  served,  all 
joining  in  wishing  them  many  happy  returns 
repaired  to  their  homes.  Sister  Plumb  was  given 
a  generous  bouse  warming,  she  being  our  Auxili- 
ary Inspector  as  well  as  an  addition  to  our  mem- 
bership. Then  with  an  outing  with  Sister  John- 
son at  Santa  Monica  and  calico  dance  April  7 
ends  our  social  pleasures  for  this  time.  At  our 
last  meeting  it  was  a  pleasure  as  well  as  amusing 
to  see  Sister  McAvoy  try  to  keep  her  seat  and 
guide  the  fractious  goat,  but  with  our  assistance 
she  succeeded  quite  well.  There  is  one  vacant 
chair  in  Division  111  since  my  last  letter,  it  being 


Brother  J.  H.  Shields.  Our  sick  have  been  quite 
numerous.  Sister  Gifford  being  at  the  hospital  for 
some  time  was  again  with  us  at  our  last  meeting. 
Sister  Hollis.  Brothers  Garber.  Bodman  and  Tup- 
per  were  cared  for  at  their  homes.  Sister  Harris, 
from  Salt  Lake,  is  with  us.  Our  delegate  and 
alternate  being  unable  to  attend,  we  were  not 
represented  at  the  Grand  Convention  this  time, 
except  through  Sister  Tracy,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Executive  Committee. 
Los  Angeles.  Calif.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Auxiliary  147  gave  its  first  public  social  on  the 
14th  of  May.  This  we  call  an  acquaintance  social, 
for  we  thought  the  name  suited  in  every  way. 
The  social  committee  worked  hard  and  the  social 
was  a  decided  success,  socially  as  well  as  financi- 
ally. Thanks  to  our  many  friends.  Our  program, 
consisting  of  music  and  recitations,  was  very 
entertaining.  Following  the  program,  refresh- 
ments were  served.  Over  two  hundred  tickets 
were  sold  at  ten  cents  each,  and  the  net  proceeds 
were  turned  over  to  the  treasurer.  Our  quilt  has 
not  been  progressing  of  late..  The  Sisters  deemed 
it  advisable  to  lay  it  aside  for  a  few  weeks  until 
all  had  the  spring  sewing  and  house-cleaning  done, 
when  we  hope  to  begin  again  with  renewed 
energy.  We  have  been  kindly  remembered  by 
Sister  Creech,  of  Auxiliary  134,  also  from  Sisters 
Folkins  and  Toner,  of  Auxiliary  59.  Many  thanks. 
Sisters;  we  only  hope  others  will  follow  your  ex- 
ample and  send  us  some  remembrances  in  the  silk 
line  as  soon  as  possible.       Mrs.  C.  G.  Watson. 

East  Las  Vegas.  N.  M. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

This  month,  as  usual,  on  the  arrival  of  the  ever- 
welcome  Conductor  I  immediately  sat  down, 
turned  to  the  Ladies'  department,  and  eagerly 
perused  its  contents. 

Since  my  last  letter  the  box  social  given  by  the 
members  of  Auxiliary  9  was  a  complete  success  is 
every  particular  and  all  present  enjoyed  the  oc- 
casion to  the  limit.  April  23  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  the  happy  guests  that  assembled  at  the 
home  of  our  ex-president,  Sister  Rice  of  Wilkens- 
burg.  it  being  Brother  Rice's  birthday.  The 
pleasant  time  all  enjoyed  will  be  retained  in  mem- 
ory as  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  occasions  of  our 
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About  7  o'clock  p.  m..  tbe  guests  began  to 
e  and  the  spacious  rooms  were  soon  crowded 
e  happy  throne.  There  were  sixty- five  guests 
int  and  the  welcome  they  received  from  tbe 
ble  host  and  hostess  caused  all  to  feel  at 
!.  The  evening  was  spent  in  music,  singing 
ocial  games.  The  "Holy  City"  was  sung  by 
■s  Emma  and  Henrietta  Reinhart.  daughters 
x  S.  and  T.  Sister  Reinhart's  presence  was 

much  enjoyed  by  all  present.  About  nine 
:k  we  all  repaired  to  the  dining  room, 
■ated  with  our  colors,  red.  white  and 
i.  An  elaborate  dinner  was  served,  con- 
tg   of  all  tbe  delicacies   of  the  season. 

the  guests  did  ample  justice  to  tbe 
.  In  behalf  of  Division  9.  Sister  Ody  presented 
ler  Rice  with  a  beautiful  silk  umbrella, 
ter  Rice  responded  that  it  was  highly  appre- 
d,  not  so  much  for  its  value  as  for  the  kind 
ories  it  will  recall.  April  25.  Sisters  Davis, 

and  Brisban  served  luncheon.  We  are  glad 
ve  Sister  McQniston  with  us  again.    On  ac- 
t  of  sickness  she  has  not  been  able  to  attend 
ings.  We  missed  her  very  much, 
aburg.  Pa.  Mrs.  Philip  Moonly. 

Q 

n  Railway  Conductor: 

your  correspondent  has  been  getting  a  "jack- 
p"  for  not  writing  she  will  now  try  to  do  her 
the  best  she  can.  We  commenced  the  new 
by  reinstalling  most  all  of  our  old  officers,  as 
were  ever  faithful.  So  many  of  our  Sisters 
duties  at  home  they  cannot  come  as  regular 
ey  would  like.  We  are  still  giving  our  lunches 
:  homes  of  the  Sisters,  from  which  we  derive 
it  little  snm.  and  all  enjoy  ourselves.  We 
jnst  given  a  dance,  which  was  a  success  in 
f  way.  putting  our  treasury  in  good  condition, 
e  have  never  sent  a  delegate  to  the  Grand 
ention.  we  did  so. 

have  not  been  gaining  members  as  fast  as 
lght  to.  but  think  we  are  a  little  to  blame 
jives,  as  we  don't  improve  every  opportunity 
11  what  a  good  Order  we  are.  So.  ladies,  you 
:  know  what  you  are  missing  by  not  joining 
Sister  Perry  has  the  sympathy  of  all  the 
rs  in  the  loss  of  her  baby.  Many  of  the 
rs  have  been  on  tbe  sick  list,  but  all  are  im- 
ing.  I  am  happy  to  say.  With  best  wishes 
>rosperity  for  all  Divisions. 
:anaba,  Mich.  Correspondent. 

>r  Railway  Conductor: 

ope  every  member  of  Auxiliary  36  will  read 


Sister  Miller's  letter  from  Auxiliary  94.  in  the  May 
Conductor,  and  see  how  much  we  resemble  that 
Auxiliary.  I  am  tired  of  speaking  of  poor  attend- 
ance at  our  meetings,  and  I  think  the  members  of 
Auxiliary  36.  or  any  other  Auxiliary,  who  can  attend 
the  meetings,  and  won't,  should  try  and  do  better. 
Let  eacb  Sister  put  herself  in  our  President's 
place  and  imagine  how  she  would  feel  to  see  so 
few  faces,  and,  as  Sister  Miller  says,  always  the 
same  ones.  We  have  only  three  Sisters  that  live 
too  far  away  to  attend  regularly:  Sister  Allyn, 
who  lives  in  Buffalo:  Sister  Van  Woert,  who  lives 
in  Schenectady,  and  Sister  Meyer,  who  lives  in 
Peekskill.  There  is  an  excuse  for  those  Sisters, 
but  they  never  miss  a  meeting  if  it  is  possible  to 
attend. 

On  May  2  we  celebrated  our  sixth  anniversary. 
We  invited  O.  R.  C.  Divisions  56  and  359.  with  their 
wives.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  entertainment, 
after  whicb  refreshments  were  served.  Among 
our  many  guests  were  Sister  and  Brother  Mercer, 
of  Frankfort.  Witb  best  wishes  to  all  Divisions 
and  Auxiliaries.  Marion  J.  Marsh. 

Albany.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Summer  is  again  approaching  down  in  the  Sunny 
South  and  tbe  earth  is  clothed  in  green.  While 
we  read  of  blizzards,  snow-storms  and  things  of 
this  nature  in  the  north,  we  sit  at  an  open  window 
and  listen  to  the  birds  as  they  welcome  spring 
time  with  glad  song,  making  all  the  earth  ring 
with  melody,  and  tbe  sun  rise  over  the  bills  and  a 
long  ray  of  golden  greeting  fall  upon  the  beaute- 
ous rose  that  has  been  kissed  by  the  morning  dew. 
There  is  a  season  for  all  things,  as  we  are  told, 
and  the  time  and  the  season  to  be  cheerful  and 
happy  is  now.  when  God  has  blessed  us  with  such 
a  beautiful  spring  after  winter's  chilly  blasts  are 
oyer. 

Sister  Ingrabam.  from  Ft.  Worth,  visited  Auxili- 
ary 134  April  23  and  the  members  were  all  highly 
pleased  with  this  Sister  and  trust  they  shall  see 
more  of  her.  for  her  soul  is  filled  with  the  sweet 
spirit  of  God's  love  and  her  face  casts  a  ray  of 
perfect  sunshine  wherever  she  may  be.  The  same 
afternoon  of  Sister  Ingraham's  arrival.  Sister 
Slaigbt  gave  her  tea,  which  proved  very  enjoyable 
as  well  as  profitable.  «Not  long  before  convention, 
then  we  will  have  more  to  talk  about,  and  proba- 
bly the  correspondent  of  Division  77  will  awake 
from  his  long  sleep.  With  best  wishes  for  all  L. 
A's  and  O.  R.  C's.  Conductor's  Wife. 

Palestine.  Tex. 


2 

WHERE  IS  THY  BROTHER  V 

BBRTRAND  SHADWELL. 


a  my  brother's  keeper,  and  because 
ive  to  take  his  land,  as  brothers  may— 
what's  the  use  of  brotherhood  ?— he  died 
nding  it.  He  lies  beneath  its  sod— 
ronet  thrust— I  wiped  away  the  blood— 
)lood— from  off  the  surface  of  the  steel 
it  should  rust  its  polish.  It  is  gone : 
from  my  hands  as  well,  and  from  my  soul ; 
as  I  hope  to  enter  heaven.  I  swear 
it  for  his  good.  I  slaughtered  him 
lis  own  good.  He  wished  to  rule  himself— 
jvern  his  own  land  in  his  own  way- 
tiled  it  liberty,  and  he  has  won 
reedom  now— the  freedom  of  the  grave— 


His  soul  is  free,  although  his  body  rests- 
Dead  for  bis  good— I  killed  him  for  his  good." 

"Thou  hypocrite ! 

The  souls  that  thou  hast  freed 
Have  gone  to  God  to  call  for  justice  there. 
Down  on  thy  knees !  Ask  pardon  in  the  dust ! 
The  stamp  of  Cain  is  set  upon  thy  brow. 
Repent,  and  make  what  poor  amends  thou  canst. 
Restore  what  thou  with  violence  hast  stol'n. 
Remember  thou  Christ's  awful  words.  'If  thou 
The  world  and  all  its  riches  sbould'st  attain. 
And  lose  thy  soul— what  shall  it  profit  thee  ?' " 

—In  Boston  Pilot. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

There  is  a  quotation  that  I  know  both  frontward 
and  backward,  which  says:  "That  which  is  not 
good  for  anything  else  usually  has  the  making  of  a 
magazine  article."  and  having  been  criticised  by 
my  Division  for  keeping  them  in  the  background 
for  so  long  a  period.  I  thought  it  the  better  part  of 
valor  to  contribute  a  story  along  these  lines  of  my 
inspiration  for  the  moment,  with  the  hope  for  the 
future  that  my  friends  of  Division  38  would  not 
put  too  much  stress  upon  faculties  that  I  do  not 
possess. 

Let  me  say  to  the  members  of  Division  38  that  I 
do  not  often  deign  to  accept  a  job  of  this  kind, 
being  a  space  writer  myself,  and.  as  the  Scotch- 
man once  put  it.  who  gets  good  money  for  their 
stuff,  not  half  so  good  as  the  likes  of  this,  but  will 
say.  if  the  Brothers  still  persist  in  hearing  from 
me.  to  get  even.  I  will  join  a  union,  and  try  to  com- 
pel them  to  pay  me  sixty  cents  an  hour,  and  yet. 
when  I  begin  to  hint  around  about  not  having  the 
time  and  wishing  to  draw  pay.  etc..  etc..  I  can  see 
by  the  gleam  in  the  Brothers'  litbia  eyes  that  they 
are  going  to  give  me  that  old  gag  about  "sawing 
wood."  therefore,  to  keep  the  Brothers  from  be- 
coming too  grouchy.  I  see  a  chance  to  catch  even, 
and  therefore  think  I  best  "play  ball."  So  here 
goes  for  the  first  round,  and  now  that  our  opinions 
upon  the  great  questions  of  the  day  have  been 
aired  and  settled  for  the  next  two  years,  so  to 
speak,  and  the  country's  safe,  everything  having 
crystalized  satisfactorily,  so  they  tell  us  up  in 
the  "saintly  city."  I  see  no  reason  why  it  will  not 
be  in  order  to  turn  to  other  subjects,  and  if  there 
is  one  thing  about  which  we  should  be  well  in- 
formed more  than  another,  it  is  ourselves.  News- 
papers are  in  this  country  apt  to  speak  their 
minds.  We  expect  it  of  them  and  hope  they  will 
continue  to  do  so.  We  rely  on  them  for  news, 
which  we  get.  No  one  will  attempt  to  dispute 
that. 

For  our  current  literature  we  have  our  maga- 
zine, which  all  must  admit  is  an  excellent  publica- 
tion. Another  one  of  the  things  we  know  is.  that 
we  could  each  and  all  aid  our  editor  materially 
from  time  to  time  in  improving  The  Conductor 
if  we  would  but  take  more  interest.  Some  par- 
ticular feature  that  may  seem  new  and  will  prove 
of  general  interest  is  what  is  wanted.  For  in- 
stance, nothing  has  done  more  to  lift  our  Ameri- 
can magazines  of  the  present  day  into  favor  with 
the  public  than  the  pictorial  photography.  That 


these  periodicals  have  reached  the  high  plane  of 
fine  art  goes  without  the  saying.  And  so  could  we. 

Remember.  Brothers,  our  magazine  is  to  be 
what  we  make  it.  It  is  the  medium  through  which 
the  first  dawn  of  the  literature  which  has  helped 
to  advance  our  grand  Order  on  the  lines  we  find  it 
today.  The  best  literary  thoughts  of  our  Grand 
Officers  and  members  is  concentrated  in  this  pub- 
lication. And  it  is  no  idle  statement  to  say.  that 
it  is  destined  to  become  a  very  superior  publica- 
tion. We  know  we  will  improve  with  age.  like 
wine,  and  that  if  we  keep  together  long  enough  in 
assisting  to  put  The  Conductor  where  it  really 
belongs  (among  the  very  first  fraternal  publica- 
tions of  the  day)  we  shall  soon  be  as  civilized  as 
our  neighbors.  Thanks  are  due  for  much  of  our 
advancement  in  past  years  to  the  endless  chain 
of  friendship  which  spans  our  organization,  and 
prominent  among  these  friends  are  those  corre- 
spondents that  have  contributed  regularly  to  its 
columns,  for  they  have  not  only  taken  a  personal 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  The  Conductor  and 
purposes  it  represents,  but  with  their  enthusiastic 
and  loyal  support  from  every  state,  and  I  might 
add  almost  every  county  in  each  state,  have  given 
The  Conductor  a  capital  stock  that  represents 
more  than  millions.  Friends  are  an  essential 
stock  in  the  launching  of  new  enterprises,  and 
also  even  in  these  days  in  the  continuation  of 
projects  of  longer  duration.  And  the  thought 
occurs  in  looking  over  The  Conductor  for  a 
number  of  years  past,  that  after  all.  our  maga- 
zines are  a  delightful  picture  seen  through  a  mir- 
ror of  their  times.  Now.  Brothers,  how  many 
friends  do  you  suppose  our  worthy  editor  can 
count  upon?  That  is.  how  many  members  that 
have  never  taken  this  subject  seriously,  or  con- 
tributed one  word  to  the  columns  of  The  Con- 
ductor, always  having  waited  for  the  other  fel- 
low to  do  this  work.  Do  you  feel,  with  a  degree  of 
positiveness.  that  be  may  safely  count  you  among 
the  real  friends  of  our  magazine?  If  so.  now  is 
the  time  to  show  him  what  you  are  made  of. 
Wben  I  commenced  this  letter  I  intended  writing 
pure  nonsense,  but  have  surprised  myself  at  this 
streak  of  "soberness"  in  the  make-up  of  my 
letter,  but  you  know  it  is  the  unexpected  who 
keep  the  world  full  of  life  and  make  the  pulse 
throb.  It  was  not  my  good  fortune  to  be  in  attend- 
ance at  the  recent  meeting  of  our  Grand  Division 
at  St.  Paul,  owing  to  illness,  but  I  could  not  help 
being  impressed,  however,  with  the  remarks  of 
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the  Brothers  whom  I  have  met.  that  did  attend, 
never  having  attended  before.  That  all  have  a 
different  impression  of  the  grandest  body  of  or- 
ganized labor  in  existence  is  without  donbt  a  fact. 
I  have  often  wished  that  some  of  our  Brothers 
that  never  attended  a  Division  meeting  unless 
they  get  in  a  "sweat  box"  could  have  been  in 
attendance  at  St  Paul  for  at  least  one  day.  for  I 
feel  sure  that  the  change  of  heart  given  them 
would  be  most  lasting,  and  result  to  the  good  of 
the  Order. 

Hoping  this  letter  may  induce  some  of  our 
Brothers  that  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  writing 
an  occasional  letter  to  The  Conductor,  but  are 
without  doubt  qualified  to  do  so.  I  subscribe  my- 
self as  ever.     A  Friend  of  The  Conductor. 

Des  Moines.  Iowa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  103  is  still  flourishing  as  one  by  one  the 
new  conductors  drop  in  line;  also  some  of  the  old 
ones  from  other  Divisions  drop  in  with  us  by 
transfer  card.  We  seldom  have  a  meeting  that  we 
do  not  make  a  new  conductor,  and  sometimes  two 
or  three.  Since  my  last  letter  Division  103  gave  an 
all  night  smoker.  (March  23rd).  the  honored  guest 
being  our  Grand  Chief.  E.  E.  Clark,  who  took  quite 
an  active  part  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening. 

The  following  was  our  programme  opening:  Ad- 
dress by  Cbief  Conductor:  Selection  by  Or- 
chestra: Fancy  Baton  Drill.  Recitation,  by  Mr. 
Bert  Fibelmon;  Mandolin  Club.  Popular  Melody: 
Address.  Mr.  Astrey;  Cornet  Solo.  Miles  Gibson: 
Address,  Mr.  Joseph  Caller:  Selection  by  Orches- 
tra: Imitation.  Stuton  Wilhite;  Autoharp  and  Songs 
by  E.  M.  Bonnell;  Selection,  Brownie  Quartette; 
Address,  Grand  Chief  Conductor  E.  E.  Clark:  Cake 
Walk  by  two  Active  Members  of  Division  103.  J.  D. 
Cooney  and  W.  D.  Kennedy;  Selection  by  Bert 
Fibleman;  Music  by  Orchestra;  Blind  Boxing 
Match.  All  of  which  was  witnessed  through  a 
cloud  of  smoke  drawn  from  the  best  cigars  our 
city  affords,  and  as  this  was  a  stag  affair,  those 
who  did  not  smoke  were  well  smoked  before  the 
.  cigars  were  gone,  which  was  not  until  daylight 
drove  us  home. 

As  we  have  no  returns  yet  from  our  Grand  Divi- 
sion we  are  waiting  patiently  until  our  next  meet- 
ing when  we  hope  to  find  our  delegate  able  to  stand 
a  lengthy  talk  on  what  was  and  what  was  not  done 
at  St.  Paul.  And  with  regard  to  the  Brothers  and 
their  dear  ones  on  board  the  Macon  excursion 
which  passed  through  our  city  Sunday  evening 
before  the  opening  of  the  Convention.  Division 
103  can  only  offer  an  apology  for  so  many  of  us  who 
were  unable  to  even  see  them  at  the  Union  station, 
as  with  us  here  Sunday  is  our  busy  day— a  cleaning 
up  day  in  freight  service  and  cheap  rate  excursion 
day  for  the  passenger  men.  so  that  only  a  limited 
number  of  us  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  happy 
party  on  their  pleasure  seeking  trip,  and  perhaps 
several  of  the  party  were  disappointed  with  so 
small  a  reception,  which  under  the  circumstances 
was  the  best  at  our  disposal  after  we  saw  the  ne- 
cessity of  annulling  the  trolley  ride  which  we  had 
arranged  for  the  party,  on  account  of  the  late  ar- 
rival of  the  train  and  cool  weather  which  might 
have  made  many  of  our  Southern  warm  blooded 
Brothers  sick  in  the  night  air  and  would  also  be 


like  blindfolding  a  boy  then  taking  him  to  the  cir- 
cus. I  will  also  say  for  Division  103  that  we  hope 
some  future  time  to  treat  you  one  and  all  in  a  more 
hospitable  manner.  I  see  by  late  reports  that  our 
list  of  Divisions  is  still  swelling,  which  forces  us 
to  believe  there  are  but  few  conductors  who  do  not 
want  to  belong  to  the  Order.  Still  one  great,  ne- 
cessity you  will  find  (if  you  are  not  already  familiar 
with  the  fact)  is.  you  must  not  be  so  eager 
for  new  members  as  to  neglect  the  duty 
of  first  learning  that  a  conductor  is  worthy 
before  he  is  recommended,  as  there  are  black 
sheep  in  all  flocks.  How  much  better  reject  an 
application  than  expel  a  Brother.  I  trust  that  if 
more  care  was  taken  by  all  our  Divisions  in  report- 
ing on  applications  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
show  such  a  great  number  of  expulsions,  and  by 
culling  out  a  few  more  before  we  call  them 
Brothers,  speaks  highly  in  our  favor  not  only 
among  our  railway  officials,  but  with  the  public  in 
general,  and  if  we  would  continue  to  elevate  the 
conductor  or  the  railroad  man  in  general,  we 
must  strain  each  effort,  for  you  all  know  what  a 
reputation  railroad  men  of  a  few  years  back  bore 
as  compared  with  the  present  age.  and  to  live  it 
down  has  been  a  task  which  only  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors  was  equal  to:  and  even  yet  we 
are  snubbed  by  some  narrow-minded  person,  who 
chooses  to  judge  us  all  by  the  smallest,  meanest  or 
less  worthy  of  the  great  army  of  railroad  men  of 
the  present  age.  It  is  true,  perhaps,  that  among 
us  there  may  be  fewer  church  members  than 
among  the  same  number  of  men  of  another  voca- 
tion, but  I  am  forced  to  believe  from  my  personal 
acquaintances  that  when  you  will  count  out  the 
true  christians  you  will  find  more  true  christians 
among  railroad  men  than  you  will  find  church 
members  among  any  other  class  of  men  on  earth. 
I  could  give  you  the  name  of  some  of  our  would-be 
christians  in  this  section,  one  of  whom  is  the  most 
active  members  in  one  of  our  churches,  whose  pro- 
fanity chilled  my  blood  while  he  was  a  passenger 
on  my  train  recently:  this  profanity  also  without 
anger,  and  was  used  in  conversation  with  other 
passengers:  yet  he  is  a  christian^)  because  he  is 
not  deprived  of  his  Sundays  at  home,  that  he  may 
attend  church.  And  another  wbo  stands  in  one  of 
our  leading  churches  each  Sabbath  preaching  the 
gospel,  who  was  introduced  to  a  conductor  and  his 
wife  after  church,  and  who  asked  and  made  note 
of  their  address,  but  later  lost  the  address  and 
referred  to  the  directory,  and  seeing  this  man  was 
a  conductor,  he  abandoned  the  contemplated  call: 
yet  he  is  a  christian^?)  because  he  tells  others  how 
to  be  good.  And  a  number  of  other  instances  like 
the  above,  which  would  convince  you  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  stage  in  life  think  to  be 
a  church  member  is  to  be  a  christian,  yet  we  poor 
unfortunate  conductors  must  be  condemned  by 
the  Lord  in  their  estimation  because  we  must  earn 
our  daily  bread  on  the  Sabbath  day  as  well  as 
another  day  in  the  week,  and  our  ministers  may  go 
pleasure  seeking  most  any  other  day  in  the  week 
and  earn  his  daily  bread  mostly  on  the  Sabbath 
day-and  for  no  small  loaf  will  he  fill  the  pulpit- 
yet,  regardless  of  deed  or  thought,  he  is  a  christian 
and  we  are  not.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  we  must 
strive  so  hard  to  rise  to  the  higher  class?  But.  re- 
gardless of  all.  let  the  good  work  of  the  O.  R.  C. 
continue  and  we  will  reap  a  greater  reward  in 
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years  to  come  than  we  have  already  reaped  in  the 
redemption  of  our  good*  name  in  the  years  late 
passed,  and  when  one  of  your  christian  friends 
snubs  you  because  you  are  a  conductor,  or  says 
to  you  when  riding  on  your  train  on  the  Lord's 
day,  "Do  you  work  on  the  Sabbath?"  wipe  bis 
name  from  your  list  of  friends,  and  show  him  how 
to  be  a  true  christian.  G.  M.  Waldron. 

Indianapolis.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Our  "brownie"  limit  has  nearly  reached  its  end 
for  Division  44  has  given  us  ten  "brownies"  for 
each  month  we  failed  to  write  a  letter,  and  our 
pockets  are  now  carrying  full  tonnage,  and  as  we 
have  exhausted  every  effort  to  explain  ill  health  to 
be  good  the  cause  for  our  neglect  and  to  no  avail, 
it  is  a  sure  case  of  "do  your  lap."  So  your  readers 
will  be  obliged  to  suffer  the  tortures  of  some  more 
of  our  brainless  "guff"  for  which  said  Division  is 
alone  responsible,  and  although  the  members  are 
as  yet  unaware  of  how  near  they  came  to  losing 
such  a  valuable  (?)  piece  of  property  last  winter 
wben  their  talented  (?)  pencil  manipulator  came 
so  near  crossing  the  river  to  that  great  beyond, 
and  only  a  few  of  our  intimate  friends  knew  onr 
condition,  yet  most  of  the  leading  dry  goods  houses 
"got  onto"  it  in  some  way.  and  crepe  advanced  30 
per  cent,  and  now  we  will  explain  how  near  we 
were  to  being  in  the  home  for  old'  lunatics  at 
Pueblo  or  departing  for  parts  unknown  in  a  recent 
dream  we  had.  and  no  doubt  yonrs  affectionately 
would  have  been  in  that  land  of  milk  and  honey 
long  ere  this  appears,  had  it  not  been  for  causes 
we  will  endeavor  to  explain  later  on.  The  place  is 
described  as  "that  only"  paradise  for  hunters  and 
known  by  the  noble  sons  of  scalp  lifters  as  the 
"happy  hunting  ground"  and  situated  just  across 
the  range,  sixty  car  lengths  north,  two  train 
lengths  south  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  very 
spot  where  only  last  winter  Teddy,  with  his  dogs 
and  knife  so  long,  his  quick,  trained  eye.  and  arm 
so  strong,  chased  "bob"  cats  and  bear  over  moun- 
tain and  plain,  while  the  fierce  mountain  lion  with 
his  knife  was  slain:  while  elk.  deer  and  antelope 
took  to  the  hills,  and  the  coyote  and  sage  hens  died 
with  the  chills.  We  were  lead  to  believe  this  loca- 
tion to  be  the  spot  of  our  every  fancy,  as  hunting  is 
our  chief  delight  and  had  always  understood  that 
once  on  the  ground  one  was  never  out  of  sight  of 
game,  fish  bit  without  bait,  and  the  hunter  was 
furnished  with  buck-wheat  cakes  and  pure  maple 
syrup  daily  except  Sunday,  to  say  nothing  of  sad- 
dle horses,  blankets,  tent  poles,  chewing  gum. 
ammunition  and  cigarettes,  wagon  grease,  fish 
hooks,  camp  stools  and  lariats,  together  with 
horseless  carriage  (automobile),  "smokeless"  bicy- 
cle and  hired  man  to  pack  hot  boxes,  mend  punc- 
tures, grease  the  wagon,  wash  dishes,  get  wood, 
carry  water,  keep  camp  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  required  by  the  ritual,  open  season  all 
the  year  round  and  a  standing  committee  to  hang 
not  less  than  two  game  wardens  daily,  under  pen- 
alty of  losing  their  job.  We  had  also  been  lead  to 
believe  that  ope  fellow  was  as  good  as  another  and 
when  once  on  the  ground  was  entitled  to  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  etc..  regardless  direction  bound, 
but  learned  different.  We  also  understood  that 
service  letters  on  traveling  card  was  unnecessary 


to  gain  admission  and  that  an  ordinary  pair  of 
corduroy  pants  smothered  in  black  oil.  a  hat  of  like 
hue,  a  pair  of  run  down  shoes  and  one  finger  off. 
was  as  good  as  a  pass,  and  the  reception  commit- 
tee was  not  supposed  to  know  whether  your  name 
was  Mark  Hanna.  James  Whitcomb  Riley  or 
Rube  Willard.  where  you  were  last  employed,  and 
your  pedigree  previous  to  or  during  the  A.  R.  U. 
strike  or  trouble  of  "94. (would  have  been  sufficient 
cause  for  the  immediateldiamissal  of  an  officer  re- 
questing the  same,  and  as  an  old  "boome"  would 
say.  it  beats  railrosdin'.  thought  we'd  try  it.  so 
finding  a  Brother  who  squared  us  for  a  ride  and  an- 
other checked  our  blankets  we  took  a  hasty  trip, 
the  many  incidents  of  which  we  will  not  stop  to  re- 
late, but  "leave  for  the  night  crew"  in  which  we 
met  BrotbersfBen  iStone.  W.  S.  McParland.  Billy 
Turtle.  Chap  Virden.  Brother  Roberts  and  a  host 
of  others  who  didn't  let  us  leave  town  on  an  'mty 
stomach,  and  pass  on  to  the  other  end  of  a 
new  road,  which  our  dream  told  us  had  been 
recently  constructed,  where  we  had  an  old 
friend  who  was  division  superintendent  and 
an  old  college  chum  who  had  charge  of  the 
night  yard,  who  had  advised  he  would  put  us  to 
work  if  we  came  bis  way.  The  first  named,  we 
found,  was  also  superintendent  of  the.  Hunting 
grounds,  and  gave  us  the  price,  bedded  and  fed  us: 
but  when  we  told  him  the  object  of  our  visit  and 
showed  him  onr  credentials  and  a  personal  letter 
from  Gardener,  said.  "1'mlsorry."  and  pointed  to  a 
sign  which  read,  "our  department  for  correspond- 
ents is  below.  Take  elevator  and  keep  off  the 
grass."  We  at  once  saw  the  board  was  against  us. 
and  we  decided  to  return.  We  got  out  with  a 
freight  crew  that  was  shy  a  brakeman.  so  took  the 
place  of  bead  man.  and  going  down  a  4  per  cent 
grade  into  Dead  Man's  Gulch  the  engineer  said  he 
had  lost  his  air  and  persuaded  us  out  of  the  cab 
with  the  soft  hammer.  We  had  set  two  brakes 
when  he  "squawked."  which  was  a  sign  he  had  lost 
control  of  train  and  for  all  hands  to  unload.  We 
weren't  long  in  finding  a  side  ladder  when  we  saw 
a  100  foot  trestle  in  flames  about  three  telegraph 
poles  ahead,  and  off  we  went  down  an  80  foot  en- 
bankment  into  the  flames  and  awoke  to  find  the 
steam  heat  on  full  force,  all  ventilation  shut  off 
and  two  undertakers  who  had  already  taken  our 
measurements.  As  our  reputation  for  the  truth  is 
not  in  the  best  standing  we  doubt  if  our  members 
will  believe  we  have  told  the  truth  in  this  case. 

Our  winter  was  the  most  delightful  for  years,  bnt 
wound  up  in  a  very  cold  spring,  and  the  coonskin 
overcoat  and  arctic  overshoe  are  not  by  any  means 
out  of  order,  but  still  in  full  bloom,  and  would 
think  winter  still  here  were  it  not  for  the  infernal 
bawl  of  the  Dago  peddler  waking  us  daily,  except 
Sunday,  as  he  invites  attention  to  the  decayed 
"straw-bella"  he  is  trying  to  auction  off  at  "fave-a- 
centa-box.  six  boxes  for  a  quarter!"  which  makes 
us  wish  Uncle  Sam  had  to  work  nights  and  sleep 
days  for  a  short  time  in  Denver  during  fruit  sea- 
son. We  think  he  would  have  all  the  available 
crews  and  nitty  stock  cars  in  service  hauling  these 
detestable  cattle  back  where  they  belong. 

We  also  took  a  little  trip  in  the  country,  where 
the  merry  whistle  of  the  meadowlark  and  other 
indications  told  us  we  were  right  "in  it."  Another 
unfailing  sign  of  spring  was  the  unusual  amount 
of  summit- business  the  railroad  water  tanks  are 

Digitized  by  Google 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


509 


doing  in  stopover  tourist  travel,  end  each  tank 
seemed  to  be  taxed  to  full  capacity  of  this  class  of 
traffic,  while  many  were  carrying  on  light  house- 
keeping in  a  neighboring  pile  of  ties  while  their 
laundry  adorned  a  close-by  snow  fence  as  they 
slept  in  the  sun  awaiting  its  drying.  Most  railroad 
companies  are.  as  a  rule,  very  liberal  regarding 
stopover  privileges  to  this  class  of  travel  and  from 
present  indications  box  car  trade  will  be  unusually 
heavy  this  summer,  which  will  no  doubt  necessi- 
tate putting  on  crews  and  increasing  the  service 
for  their  accommodation.  The  Santa  Pe  has  taken 
full  control  of  the  C.  &  S..  Denver  to  Pueblo,  and 
the  boys  have  had  quite  a  squabble  over  rights,  but 
believe  they  have  about  settled  the  matter  satis- 
factorily. 

Mr.  P.  Touhy,  for  many  years  superintendent  of 
•our  union  depot,  left  for  California  the  early  part 
of  May.  hoping  to  recover  his  failing  health,  which 
we  hope  he  will  succeed  in  doing.  He  was  tem- 
porarily relieved  by  Mr.  P.  J.  Nichols,  of  Kansas 
•City.  Both  gentlemen  are  veteran  railroad  super- 
intendents and  well  and  favorably  known  on  the 
Union  Pacific.  Brother  W.  A.  Unziker.  of  Division 
161.  made  us  a  pleasant  call  in  April  on  his  way  to 
Salt  Lake,  but  did  not  catch  on.  so  returned  to 
Lead  vi  lie.  where  he  is  doing  yard  work  for  the  D. 
■&  R.  G.  with  the  promise  of  a  road  job  soon. 

We  are  a  little  shy  on  news  this  trip,  but  hope  to 
have  a  nice  write-up  in  next  issue  when  Johnny 
comes  marching  home  from  the  convention.  We 
expect  to  give  the  boys  and  girls  who  return  this 
way  a  ride  over  the  famous  loop,  and  will  perhaps 
take  a  few  snap  shots,  and  hope  to  meet  many  of 
onr  kind  o'  people  and  show  'em  a  good  time  and 
tell  you  where  she  climbed  the  rail. 

Brother  Kinkead.  of  Junction  City.  Iowa,  and 
Brother  Chas.  Patrick,  an  old  "Katy"  con.  made  us 
a  nice  little  visit  in  April,  and  soon  convinced  us 
they  were  good  fellows.  Brother  A.  D.  Hamilton, 
onr  highly  esteemed  neighbor  of  Pueblo,  made  us 
a  very  pleasant  call  early  in  April.  The  two  hours 
he  spent  was  only  an  aggravation,  for  they  surely 
"tasted  like  more,"  and  we  congratulate  Division 
36  in  carrying  such  an  intelligent  and  talented 
member  on  her  pay-roll,  as  bis  conversation  and 
spicy  letters  in  The  Conductor  so  plainly  indi- 
cate. When  we  offered  an  apology  for  the  stack  of 
bosh  over  onr  infamous  signature  he  said.  "It's 
just  what  the  Order  calls  for.  as  some  one  may  be 
attracted  to  valuable  reading  by  looking  for  your 
foolishness."  and  we  hope  so. 

"Pinky"  Muir.  our  old  class  mate,  was  a  delegate 
from  446  to  the  B.  R.  T.  convention  at  Milwaukee. 
We  have  not  seen  him  since  he  returned,  but 
think  he  will  surely  unload  something  to  laugh 
about,  as  he  always  does  possess  the  necessary 
material  to  manufacture  smiles.  We  hear  he  met 
one  Campbell,  a  spotter  who  worked  the  rabbit's 
paw  on  the  U.  P.  freight  boys  between  Denver  and 
Cheyenne  in  '92.  putting  about  fifteen  of  'em  on 
the  cabbage  track.  He  was  a  delegate  from  some 
lodge  and  was  "balled  out"  so  badly  by  parties 
who  were  on  to  him  that  he  fainted  and  was 
carried  out.  Steer  clear  of  him. 

Brother  Ed  Stout,  of  this  Division,  for  many 
years  passenger  flagman  on  the  D.  R.  G..  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  bis  position  the  last  of  May  and 
seek  health  in  California,  which  we  hope  he  will 
soon  find  a  bountiful  share  of.  We  commend  him 


as  a  worthy  Brother  to  all.  Oh.  yes.  Brother 
Bdmiston.  dinner  will  be  ready  as  soon  as  the 
coffee  biles  and  a  clean  plate  (?)  at  the  bead  end 
for  you.  Come  in.  We  just  met  Brother  Will  Mc- 
Parland  as  he  was  boarding  a  train  for  Grand 
Junction  to  meet  some  of  the  delegates.  Other 
Brothers  of  the  Rio  were  also  going,  but  we  did 
not  learn  their  names,  but  they  will  carry  the 
emblem  of  Ireland  for  the  southern  delegates 
Grand  Junction  to  Denver,  and  extend  every  cour- 
tesy in  the  bounds  of  reason  which  the  Pride  of 
the  Rockies— the  D.  &  R.  G.— has  always  backed 
them  up  and  encouraged  their  doing.  Mac  re- 
ports a  swell  time  at  the  convention. 

Well,  Brother  Ed.,  our  steam  is  low.  our  coal 
most  gone  and  not  a  flatter  in  the  water-glass,  so 
we  will  drop  our  crown-sheet  on  a  peg  and  lay 
down,  so  farewell.  Hot  Tamales. 

Denver.  Colo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

B.  P.  Curtis  has  returned  from  Grand  Division 
and  reports  a  good  time,  and  gave  us  a  broad  out- 
line of  the  proceedings.  We  were  sorry  to  hear 
of  Brother  Corbitt's  defeat  for  G.  J.  C.  We  are 
sure  the  Brother  who  succeeds  him  will  make  a 
good  and  efficient  officer,  though,  and  hope  to 
meet  him  in  the  near  future.  Brother  W.  B.  Pawe 
has  been  on  Houston  local  for  quite  a  while  in 
Brother  Olover's  place.  Brother  O.  being  off  on 
legal  business. 

Our  paid  chairman  will  begin  his  duties  on  June 
1st.  and  I  learn  he  will  be  quite  busy.  May  be 
have  good  success.  R.  O.  Coorpender. 

Smithville.  Tex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  wish  all  O.  R.  C.  members  would  read  The  Con- 
ductor for  it  is  our  official  mouthpiece  and 
through  its  columns  we  can  judge  how  the  labor- 
ing men  are  treated  in  the  United  States.  Canada. 
Mexico  and  the  far  off  Philippine  Islands.  If  you 
will  give  me  space  I  will  give  my  definition  of  a 
kicker  and  what  good  he  has  done  for  the  people  of 
this  great  country  of  ours  from  a  patriotic  stand- 
point Patriotism  is  the  whole  foundation  of  this 
government.  As  I  was  walking  down  Fifth  street 
the  other  evening  the  pension  employes  were  com- 
ing out  of  that  large  building.  They  put  me  think- 
ing who  created  this  part  of  our  public  institn- 
tutions.  It  was  the  kicker.  I  ask.  was  it  not 
the  old  kicker  that  put  our  railroad  schedules  in 
force  on  every  road  in  the  United  States.  Canada 
and  Mexico,  and  held  the  organised  labor  banner 
always  in  war  and  peace?  Yet  you  will  hear  some 
railroad  men  say.  and  they  think  they  are  the  real 
thing,  speaking  about  some  experienced  old  timer, 
"he  is  an  old  kicker."  and  knock  him  when  ever 
they  can  get  any  one  to  listen  to  them.  That  kind 
of  men  put  me  in  mind  of  some  people  that  live  in 
this  beautiful  city.  They  are  so  indifferent  that 
they  will  not  honor  Decoration  Day  nor  the  4th  of 
July,  but  stand  on  the  street  and  sneer  at  the  old 
soldier  as  he  marches  at  the  head  of  that  great 
parade  on  Decoration  Day.  The  old  kicker  puts 
me  in  mind  of  the  Bible.  "Whom  God  loveth  He 
cbasteneth."  The  kicker  has  some  work  to  do. 
He  must  break  up  seniority  on  all  railroads  and 
civil  service  in  government.  Civil  service  com 
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pels  the  government  to  keep  in  their  employ  a  lot 
of  disloyal  and  incompetent  people  whose  places 
should  be  filled  by  loyal,  competent  American 
men  and  women.  The  government  printing  office 
in  this  city  is  the  grandest  plant  of  its  kind  in  the 
world  with  its  three  thousand  men  and  women 
wage  earners  sending  out  daily  carloads  of  educa- 
tional pamphlets  and  books  to  every  postoffice 
from  every  department  of  this  great  government. 
Think  of  it.  Brothers;  this  government  don't  charge 
you  one  cent  for  any  kind  of  a  book  printed  in  that 
great  printing  office.  If  any  Brother  wants  to  get 
posted  on  the  labor  question  let  him  write  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Labor.  Washington.  D.  C.  or  to 
his  congressman  for  the  latest  reports  on  the  labor 
question  and  he  will  receive  a  report  by  return 
mail  postage  paid.  The  same  is  true  of  the  war, 
navy,  treasury,  agriculture,  interior,  state,  and 
postoffice  departments.  I  hope  the  Brothers  will 
think  of  this  and  write  for  information.  Uncle 
Sam  will  send  you  any  kind  of  a  book  you  want 
free.  Where  the  writer  is  now  employed  there  are 
more  beautiful  parks  and  places  of  amusement, 
finer  public  buildings  and  she  excells  the  world 
for  educational  institutions.  It  is  the  shrine 
where  labor  should  worship— Washington.  D.  C. 
All  labor  organisations  should  have  their  head- 
quarters here  for  they  could  be  in  close  communi- 
cation with  the  law  makers  and  could  accomplish 
more  in  one  hour  than  they  could  by  the  old 
method  in  three  months  by  living  in  separate 
states.  Division  378  gave  one  of  the  most  delight- 
ful smokers  on  Saturday,  May  II.  that  the  writer 
ever  attended.  All  praise  should  be  given  the 
Pennsylvania  Central  City  passenger  agent.  Mr. 
Cathell.  for  his  ability  as  master  of  ceremonies  for 
he  is  a  jolly  good  fellow  and  made  everybody  feel 
at  home.  He  advertised  our  excursion  down  the 
beautiful  Potomac  on  June  3rd.  where  we  expect  to 
enjoy  ourselves  and  throw  care  to  the  winds. 
There  will  be  all  kinds  of  amusement,  including 
dancing.  Ex-Superintendent  G.  O'Neill  of  the 
Western  division  of  the  Wyoming,  son  of  Tom 
O'Neill,  will  graduate  from  the  law  department  of 
the  Catholic  University  of  Washington.  D.  C. 
June  5th.  If  Tom  will  make  as  good  a  lawyer  as 
his  father  was  superintendent  on  the  Western  di- 
vision of  the  U.  P.  R.  R.  for  many  years,  bis  future 
is  all  right.  I  will  vouch  for  all  the  conductors  of 
406  that  they  wish  him  success  for  a  starter. 

Washington.  D.  C.  without  congress  in  session, 
is  like  a  church  without  an  organ  or  like  a  home 
without  children.  J.  Dwybr. 

Washington.  D.  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

With  your  permission  I  would  like  to  take  issue 
with  Brother  Sivart.  In  his  April  letter  he  says  in 
substance  that  we  have  a  right  to  dictate  to  rail- 
roads as  to  whether  they  shall  run  double  or  treble 
headers,  but  for  fear  I  may  misrepresent  the 
Brother  I  will  quote  what  he  did  say  in  disagree- 
ing with  me.  "I  can't  agree  with  you  that  we  have 
no  right  to  say  whether  railroads  shall  double  or 
treble  bead  their  trains.  We  undoubtedly  have  a 
right— and  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  right  recog- 
nized—to say  whether  our  lives  shall  be  jeopard- 
ized unnecessarily,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  case 
with  double  and  treble  headers."  Well,  my  good 


Brother.  I  respect  you  opinions,  and  I  know  that 
you  think  you  are  right,  but  I  feel  sure  that  yon 
are  wrong.  You  understand  that  the  present  form 
of  government  have  no  more  right  to  say  how 
many  engines  a  railroad  shall  attach  to  their  trains 
than  you  have  to  say  what  color  they  shall  paint 
their  cars,  and  if  you  don't  consider  a  double 
header  train  safe  to  go  out  on.  why.  "you  know 
what  you  can  do.  don't  yon?"  And  if  you  don't, 
pardon  me  if  I  tell  you.  let  the  other  fellow  go  out 
on  it.  Don't  forget  that  this  is  a  free  country  and 
that  our  constitution  provides  that  every  subject 
shall  be  protected  in  his  right  to  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness:  don't  forget  that  the  rail- 
roads are  the  private  property  of  those  railroad 
companies,  and  that  they  have  the  right— and  yon 
helped  give  it  to  them— to  do  about  as  they  please 
with  it.  If  you  have  the  right  to  dictate  to  them 
how  they  shall  use  their  own,  you  have  the  same 
right  to  say  what  manner  of  clothes  I  shall  wear, 
or  what  kind  of  bridle  I  must  put  on  my  horse. 
No.  my  Brother,  under  the  present  form  of  govern- 
ment you  have  no  right  to  say  how  many  engine* 
they  shall  use  on  a  train;  you  by  your  vote  helped 
to  make  it  possible  for  them  to  do  that  thing.  The 
present  form  of  government— and  you  sanctioned 
it  by  your  vote— will  protect  them  in  their  right  to 
do  as  they  please  with  their  own.  even  to  the  ex- 
tent of  calling  out  the  soldiers  and  shooting  you 
down  if  yon  interfere  with  their  rights.  Under  the 
present  form  of  government  you  can  never  legis- 
late double  headers  out  of  existence,  for  the  people 
who  own  the  double  headers,  also  own  the  legis- 
latures, and  you  by  your  vote  helped  give  it  to 
them.  They  would  be  foolish  if  they  would  not 
use  the  latter  to  their  advantage  as  in  the  case  of 
their  engines.  Brother,  your  heart  is  right  but 
your  head  is  wrong.  Direct  legislation  and  it 
alone,  will  give  you  the  right  to  say  how  those 
engines  shall  be  run.  Think  about  it.  Veritas. 
Louisville.  Ky. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

No  doubt  you  are  long  on  space  and  short  on 
letters  from  Division  310.  but  we  are  up-to- 
date  with  a  good  membership  in  fine  working 
order  and  our  William  Goat  is  in  fine  trim  to  ride 
—all  the  good  material  coming  our  way.  Brother 
St.  Clair  and  Brother  Alf  Peer  say  they  can  cook 
fish  faster  than  any  Brother  can  catch  them,  but 
after  trial  said  they  would  have  to  admit  they 
could  not  cook  them  long.  They  had  often  seen 
them  caught  before,  but  never  so  many  and  so 
large  as  on  this  occasion,  and  I  am  sorry  that  some 
of  our  northern  Brothers  could  not  have  been 
down  enjoying  catching  and  eating  in  place  of 
being  out  with  their  little  plow  cultivating  a  crop 
of  snow.  To  all  these  unfortunate  Brothers  I 
would  say.  come  down  and  help  us  hunt  snow,  as 
we  have  had  out  a  search  warrant  for  the  past 
twenty  years.  I  will  have  to  put  in  more  time  on 
our  club  house  and  sanitarium,  where  the  decrepit 
Brothers  and  tbeir  families  can  come  and  get  a 
breath  of  fresh  sea  air  and  catch  fish,  crabs,  shrimp 
and  oysters  and  roll  in  the  sea  sand  and  wax.  fat  in 
the  land  that  our  forefathers  Wall  S  tree  ted  the 
Indians  out  of:  but  do  not  get  weak  kneed.  Broth- 
ers, as  it  only  costs  each  member  the  pitiful  sum 
of  SI .00  to  join  this  club  and  any  member  who  is 
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dissatisfied  will  be  entitled  to  one  week's  board  at 
the  Orange  Grove  Delmonico,  where  we  have  a 
thin  complected  breakfast,  go  fishing  for  din- 
ner and  brine  in  what  is  left  of  the  catoh  for  sup- 
per. I  wish  some  of  the  Brothers  above  Mason 
and  Dixon  line  could  have  been  to  Mardi  Gras  with 
us  and  seen  us  snowing:  under  sectionalism  with 
red.  white  and  blue  snow.  The  crowd  was  so  large 
and  enthusiastic  that  our  friend.  Wm.  McKinley, 
when  he  saw  a  part  of  them  on  another  occasion, 
said  that  he  loved  the  old  gray-coated  soldier,  as 
there  was  no  north,  no  south,  no  esst,  no  west,  but 
glorious  America.  And  I  am  in  hopes  that  our 
Brothers  will  not  overlook  the  fact  that  we  have 
got  more  tall  pine  trees  for  the  American  eagle  to 
rest  his  weary  wings  in  than  any  other  part  of  the 
sticks  that  I  know  of.  as  we  have  got  sixteen  large 
saw  mills  in  a  radius  of  eight  miles,  some  of  them 
cutting  day  and  night,  and  there  will  be  sky-scrap- 
ing pines  for  our  dear  Bird  to  bathe  his  wings  in  the 
azure  tints  of  the  rainbow  for  the  next  hundred 
years  to  come,  and  you  see  it  does  not  cost  much 
to  keep  the  sea  breezes  from  whistling  through 
your  whiskers  and  the  pine  knots  will  do  for  the 
children  to  toast  their  shins.  Well.  Brothers, 
come  out  on  meeting  days  and  bring  the  William 
Goat  a  pocket  full  of  grass  and  do  not  keep  him 
hungry  until  you  want  to  air  a  grievance. 
Orange  Grove.  Miss.  Trout  Eater. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Again  have  I  gone  through  my  Conductor  with 
the  usual  interest.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  read  the  let- 
ters from  the  good  Brothers.  While  scattered 
throughout  the  country,  we  can  bring  ourselves 
closer  together  through  its  medium  by  talking  to 
each  other  through  its  columns.  All  well  organ- 
ized Divisions  should  have  a  regular  correspond- 
ent and  should  be  required  to  put  his  thinking  cap 
on  and  drop  a  few  words  to  The  Conductor.  If 
he  fails  to  do  his  part,  fire  him.  If  a  little  more 
discipline  were  used  in  the  government  of  the 
members  better  results  could  be  attained.  Be  it 
said  to  their  shame  that  too  many  conductors  be- 
long to  the  Order  for  just  what  there  is  in  it  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  bettering  themselves. 
Please  alow  me  to  say  that  it  is  not  the  intention 
of  the  Order  to  protect  a  member  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  merits  of  his  case,  although  there  are 
some  of  the  members  who  believe  that  the  Order 
is  bound  to  protect  them,  even  when  their  case  is 
not  possessed  of  an  iota  of  merit.  We  must  stand 
or  fall  by  our  acts,  and  if  we  expect  to  receive 
justice  from  the  hands  of  our  committees  we  must 
be  satisfied  that  we  have  got  a  just  case  for  them 
to  handle.  One  of  the  greatest  troubles  is  that  a 
few  have  to  do  the  work  for  many,  and  the  many 
are  willing  to  let  the  burden  fall  on  a  few.  Is  this 
right?  Is  there  any  spirit  of  fairness  shown  in 
this?  Come,  Brothers,  let  us  all  be  as  ready  to 
give  to  others  that  assistance  which  we  call  for 
and  expect  to  receive  from  them.  The  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors  is  one  of  the  noblest  and 
grandest  Orders  of  the  day  as  founded  on  its  laws, 
and  the  .first  duty  of  those  in  authority  is  to  see 
those'  laws  executed.  A  great  many  times  the  Di- 
visions are. apt  to  allow  things  to  go  too  loosely, 
because  the  Chief  Conductor  is  a  good  fellow  and 
the  Chief  Conductor  thinks  the  rest  the  same;  so 


everything  goes.  We  must  correct  our  errors  and 
keep  in  line  with  our  teachings,  and  from  now  on 
let  each  Brother  do  just  as  he  would  be  done  by, 
and  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  will  main- 
tain the  position  she  now  holds,  at  the  head  of  the 
procession  of  all  railway  organizations. 

Division  120  is  going  along  nicely,  and  is  up  to 
date.  Brother  Howard  Folk  surprised  the  boys 
May  5  by  coming  to  meeting.  That  is  all  right,  Bro. 
Folk,  but  please  don't  keep  (there  are  others)  the 
Brothers  under  suspense.  Our  Chief  Conductor.  A. 
B.  Spatch  has  the  interest  of  the  Order  and  the 
members  at  heart,  and  he  welcomes  all  to  attendDi- 
vision  meetings,  so  don't  stay  away  too  long.  I  don't 
think  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention  any  names. 
We  are  sorry  Brother  W.  T.  Drake  has  left  our  lit- 
tle city  and  moved  to  Chicago.  Our  best  wishes 
are  for  him  and  family,  and  we  hope  his  pathway 
will  always  be  sunshine  and  roses.  By  the  action 
of  Division  120  Brother  V.  D.  Singer  was  rein- 
stated. Success  to  him.  G.  B.  M.  Sewell. 

Huntington.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  A.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  runs  from  Austin,  the  capi- 
tal of  Texas,  to  Llano,  the  capital  of  the  Cow 
Kingdom.  The  oldest  passenger  conductor  on 
our  line  is  George  Penn.  of  Division  7.  He  was  on 
the  road  for  years  while  it  was  only  a  kid,  that  is 
to  say.  narrow  gauge,  and  is  still  answering  ques- 
tions. His  standing  joke  when  passengers  ask  him 
if  he  is  a  relative  of  William  Penn  is  to  tell  them 
he  is  the  very  man— William  Penn,  who  traded 
lamp  wicks  and  patent  garters  to  the  "Injuns"  for 
land  and  founded  Philadelphia.  When  answered 
in  this  way  the  passenger  generally  looks  dis- 
gusted and  quits.  Not  long  ago  an  old  gentleman 
of  rural  aspect  and  inquiring  turn  of  mind  pulled 
Penn's  coat  tail  as  he  was  going  through  the  train 
and  said:  "Say.  conductor,  when  do  we  get  to 
Llano?  What  kind  of  place  is  it?  Going  out  there 
to  see  my  daughter,  who's  married  to  a  man  named 
Plunkett.  Dan'l  Plunkett.  pr'aps  you  know  him? 
Cousin  of  L.ige  Plunkett,  who  was  in  the  legisla- 
ture and  introduced  the  Johnson  Grass  Bill.  Lige 
and  me  was  in  the  army  together— say.  hold  on  a 
minute;  sit  down,  want  to  talk  to  you."  "Can't 
possibly  do  it."  replied  Penn.  "but  you  just  go 
ahead  and  talk  and  I'll  be  back  after  a  while  and 
,  o.  k.  it."  Then  the  passenger  looked  hurt,  took  a 
chew  of  navy  about  like  a  boot  heel  and  lay  for  the 
brakeman. 

L.  Philipe.  .Division  256,  who  now  operates  the 
passenger,  mixed  freight,  local  and  accommodation 
trains  on  the  Marble  Falls  Branch,  is  also  quite 
old  in  the  service.  As  engineer,  and  later  as  con- 
ductor, he  has  seen  nearly  the  whole  elephant  as 
represented  by  the  history  of  the  road.  Philipe  is  a 
Frenchman,  about  as  big  as  a  kildee  snipe  and  as 
hard  to  catch  as  a  populist  flea.  Sometimes  the  dis- 
patcher's office  casts  a  throw  net  in  great  confi- 
dence, feeling  sure  of  him.  but  when  the  net  is 
drawn  Philipe  is  somewhere  away  up  the  creek, 
looking  perfectly  innocent  of  the  whole  affair. 
Philipe's  handwriting  looks  like  two  young  roosters 
had  waded  through  the  ink  and  then  had  a  fight  on 
the  paper.  He  has  no  trouble  with  his  reports,  for 
as  the  auditor  can't  tell  what  he  means  be  supposes 
it  is  the  right  thing  and  let's  it  go  at  tnat.  He  tells 
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a  story  well,  so  tbey  say  at  the  general  office.  J.  M. 
Clinefelter.  of  Division  7 .who  has  one  of  the  mixed 
runs  on  the  main  line,  is  from  Ohio,  has  a  mus- 
tache as  big  as  a  whisk  broom,  is  46  years  old. 
stout,  bald-headed,  good  natured  and  liked  by 
everybody.  His  rather  long  German  name  has 
been  cut  down  to  "Cline,"  and  as  such  he  comes 
and  goes,  and  pulls  blind  sidings  at  night  and 
grumbles  and  groans  after  the  manner  of  all  rail- 
roaders, but  doesn't  mean  anything  by  it. 

J.  B.  Williams,  of  Division  7.  has  also  been  with 
the  road  for  a  number  of  years.  Williams  has  a 
hard  time  of  it  in  a  certain  way.  He  never  uses 
profanity— that  great  reliever  of  the  average  rail- 
road mind— and  when  the  time  comes  to  use  the 
regular  remedy  he  has  to  think  mighty  quick  of 
something  else  to  say.  such  as.  "well.  I'll  declare!" 
"I  never  saw  the  like."  etc.  When  a  conductor  has 
his  train  made  up  and  ready  to  go  in  five  minutes 
and  then  gets  a  message  to  pick  up,  set  out  and  so 
on.  it  will  be  easily  seen  that  bis  expressions  are 
not  strong  enough  to  meet  the  emergency.  He 
realizes  this  and  it  has  been  claimed  that  he  keeps 
one  of  his  brakemen  under  contract  to  say  the 
proper  thing  when  it  will  do  the  most  good,  and 
Williams  countersigns  the  remark. 

R.  T.  Penn.  of  Division  7.  or  Bob.  was  with  the 
road  for  years  when  it  was  "narrow  tread."  then 
was  on  the  Mexican  Central  for  several  years  and 
is  now  again  conducting  on  the  A.  &  N.  W.  Bob 
gets  alongall  right,  for  now  he  understands  Spanish 
and  can  cuss  in  two  languages  when  necessary,  and 
Bob  claims  it  is  sometimes  necessary:  for  instance 
when  he  is  70  miles  out  at  midnight  with  37  cars  in 
his  train,  and  the  engineer  gets  mad  and  pulls  out 
a  draw-head,  backs  a  car  off  a  blind  siding  and  then 
coolly  announces  that  he  will  have  to  run  7  miles 
for  water.  Bob  says  he  has  handled  all  kinds  of 
cars  on  many  different  roads,  but  the  side-door, 
solid  roof  "Boufay"  is  his  favorite  style  of  caboose 
for  comfort  on  a  long  run.  Bird  Stopper. 

Fairland.  Tex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Down  in  the  famous  state  of  Kentucky,  situated 
in  the  pretty  little  city  of  Bowling  Green  is  where 
Division  133  is  located.  Now  this  Division  is  com- 
posed of  forty-six  members,  but  should  you  chance 
to  visit  it  on  some  Monday  evening  you  would 
think  from  the  small  number  present  that  it  was 
composed  of  a  very  small  membership,  or  that  we 
were  very  busy  on  the  road  and  did  not  have  the 
time  to  spend  an  hour  or  so  in  the  Division  room. 
But  distant  Brothers,  things  and  conditions  are 
quite  different  from  this  picture:  if  you  would  but 
step  outside  of  the  Division  room  you  would  per- 
haps find  quite  a  number  on  the  street  corners  in- 
terested upon  matters  other  than  those  concerning 
the  welfare  of  our  noble  Order  and  to  the  interest 
of  themselves  and  Brothers.  We  have  some  mem- 
bers who  have  never  been  in  the  Division  room 
since  they  were  initiated,  and  should  any  of  them 
chance  to  read  this.  I  hope  it  will  be  an  incentive 
for  them  to  attend  our  next  meeting.  Brothers,  by 
your  action  you  do  not  show  that  your  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Order  is  very  much:  it  looks  as  though 
you  became  a  member  for  other  purposes  than 
mutual  benefit.  This  is  very  plain,  but  should  the 
shoe  fit  you  will  have  to  wear  it:  and  besides  it  re- 


quires the  truth  to  sometimes  awaken  a  perso 
from  that  lethargic  condition  into  which  they  hav 
fallen.  There  is  never  a  meeting  but  some  quei 
tlon  arises  which  is  of  interest  to  every  membei 
and  they  should  be  present  in  order  to  expres 
their  views  or  vote  their  sentiments.  There  wi 
never  be  a  success  in  any  Order  unless  the  men 
bers  take  an  interest  and  attend  the  meetings. 
Bowling  Green.  Ky.  Sic  Semper. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

You've  heard  about  "hog  killing  time"  andth 
sociability  of  a  "log  rolling."  or  old  time  Methodii 
Camp  meeting:  well,  those  things  "ain't  in  it 
compared  with  the  ninth  annual  picnic  and  ball  c 
Division  304  at  this  place,  which  came  off  as  schec 
uled.  May  23.  under  most  favorable  circumstance: 
The  weather  could  not  have  been  nicer  if  made  t 
order,  and  every  one  of  the  1200  or  1500  visitoi 
seemed  tickled  to  death  with  the  entertainmet 
from  beginning  to  end. 

Excursions  were  run  from  McComb  City  an 
Water  Valley  on  the  I.  C.  and  from  Gulfport,  vi 
Jackson,  on  the  G.  S.  &  I.,  and  all  three  of  tb 
trains  were  loaded  to  the  guards.  Canton's  bus 
ness  men  took  an  active  interest  in  the  occasloi 
and  every  business  house  in  the  city  was  hant 
somely  decorated  with  the  fraternal  red.  green  an 
white  and  other  O.  R.  C.  emblems  and  nationi 
colors,  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  was  not  onl 
handsomely  decorated  but  was  thrown  open  to  we 
come  visitors,  and  S : cretaries  McLaurin  and  Al 
red  are  certainly  entitled  to  much  gratitude,  nc 
only  from  those  entertained,  but  from  this  Div 
sion  for  their  hearty  co-operation  with  Divisio 
304. 

The  pleasure  of  the  day  began  at  1:30  p.  m..  whe 
a  parade  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  boys  an 
girls  (the  girls  mounted  on  bicycles  haodsomel 
decorated  and  the  boys  representing  a  pageant  c 
brownies)  left  the  opera  house,  marched  aroun 
the  public  square,  thence  to  the  fair  ground  an 
around  the  race  track. 

Following  the  parade  a  game  of  base  ball  b< 
tween  Water  Valley  and  McComb  City  nines  wi 
called  at  2:30  p.  m  .  and  resulted  in  an  exciting  cot 
test  won  by  the  Water  Valley  nine's  superior  teat 
work  and  batting.  After  the  game  of  base  ball,  a 
interesting  racing  program  was  executed,  whic 
was  highly  enjoyed  by  an  immense  concourse  c 
people,  all  of  whom  seemed  well  pleased  with  tb 
program  and  results.  All  during  the  day  eac 
event  was  graced  by  the  presence  of  great  nun 
bers  of  the  beantiful  ladies,  but  thecrowningever 
of  the  occasion  was  the  ball,  which  was  given  f 
the  City  Opera  House  hall,  where  hundreds  c 
beautifully  dressed  handsome  ladies  and  chiva 
rous  gentlemen  assembled  presented  a  pictur 
which  an  artist's  brush  or  writer's  words  woul 
utterly  fail  to  portray  to  the  mind.  The  ladies  c 
Canton,  especially  the  wives,  daughters,  swee 
hearts  and  sisters  of  304's  members,  deserve  gret 
praise  for  their  ardent  labors  in  preparing  decort 
tions  for  the  ball  room  and  other  placet 
and  all  present  will  agree  with  me  tha 
no  feature  was  more  highly  appreciated  or  ai 
plauded  than  these  decorations.  Refreshment 
were  also  served  by  the  ladies,  and  judging  frot 
"smacking  lips"  and  the  grateful  expression  upo 
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tli  e  faces  of  tbose  who  participated,  this  kindness, 
due  to  the  thougbtfulness  of  the  fair  sex,  will  lone 
be  remembered. 

Division  304  now  has  a  membership  of  about  one 
hundred,  and  can  truthfully  boast  of  quality  as 
well  as  quantity.  Every  member  is  a  true  and 
loyal  Brother,  and  certainly  no  Division  officers 
ever  had  more  unanimous  support  than  these 
officers.  The  ball  and  picnic  was  gotten  up  not 
simply  as  a  fraternal  love  feast,  but  for  the  higher 
and  nobler  purpose  of  raisins:  funds  to  assist 
worthy  disabled  Brothers  who  belong  to  Division 
304.  and  I  am  happily  informed  waS  as  much,  a 
success  financially  as  socially.  I  feel  that  I  will 
reflect  no  discredit  upon  any  Brother  in  saying; 
that  Chief  Conductor  Ollie  Harrison  is  a  host 
himself,  and  that  no  member  of  our  Order  ever 
worked  more  faithfully  or  unselfishly  for  the 
good  of  the  Order  than  he  does.  He  certainly 
deserves  abundant  praise  for  his  never-ceasing 
efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  O.  R.  C.  indi- 
vidually and  collectively,  and  one  rarely  comes  in 
contact  with  a  more  reserved,  modest  or  polished 
southern  gentleman,  or  a  more  ardent  Brother. 

After  the  ball  there  will  surely  come  an  awaken- 
ing: of  fraternal  and  brotherly  ties,  and  it  cer- 
tainly seems  safe  to  predict  that  Division  304  will 
become  a  banner  Division  of  our  noble  Order. 
Like  tbat  Saint  of  old.  I  believe  that  it  is  good  to 
be  here,  and  my  participation  in  this  fraternal 
camp  meeting  makes  me  prouder  than  ever  of  our 
noble  Order  and  its  membership.      B.  P.  Lane. 

Canton.  Miss. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

This  20th  of  May  is  my  birthday,  63  years  old. 
and  still  kicking.  We  have  had  a  week  of  varied 
excitement.  We  have  the  whole  government  of 
the  U.  S.  of  A.  in  San  Francisco,  as  well  as  all  the 
"push"  from  Ohio,— Gov.  Nash  and  staff,  fourteen 
congressmen  and  the  young  ladies  who  took  part 
in  launching  the  battleship  Ohio.  Mrs.  McKinley 
has  been  lingering  around  death's  door  for  several 
days,  but  thanks  to  the  Lord  she  is  some  better 
and  may  recover. 

The  launching  was  a  grand  success,  witnessed 
by  thousands.  All  other  functions  were  declared 
off.  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  put  on  my  full  dress 
and  attend  the  banquet  at  the  Palace  Hotel,  given 
by  the  Ohio  Society  of  California.  As  a  matter  of 
interest  to  the  boys,  relative  to  the  launching  of 
that  great  battleship  Ohio.  I  will  give  the  follow- 
ing brief  account: 

Miss  Barber  pressed  the  button.  Miss  Deshler 
smashed  a  bottle  of  California  champagne  and  the 
big  battleship  Ohio  took  her  first  dip  into  the  sea. 
The  battleship  Iowa  fired  the  presidential  salute  as 
the  battleship  Ohio  slid  into  the  waters  of  the  Pacific 
to  take  her  first  salt  water  bath.  Fifty  thousand 
people  cheered  themselves  hoarse:  the  big  guns  of 
the  warships  boomed  out  a  salute  and  every  steam 
whistle  within  a  radius  of  five  miles  shrieked  its 
loudest  as  the  steel  monster  glided  into  the  water. 
The  noise  lasted  for  nearly  half  an  hour  and  when 
it  finally  simmered  down,  there  lay  the  Ohio 
peacefully  floating  in  the  little  cove  in  front  of  the 
Union  Iron  works.  Later  she  was  towed  to  the 
dock,  where  she  will  be  tied  for  a  year  or  more  or 
until  finally  completed.  As  the  vessel  slid  into 


the  water  stern  foremost,  she  created  a  big  wave 
tbat  made  even  the  biggest  steamers  nearby  bob 
uncomfortably  Up  and  down.  As  for  the  smaller 
craft,  they  nearly  stood  on  end.  Mrs.  McKinley 
was  to  have  pressed  the  button  tbat  started  the 
Ohio  down  the  ways.  but.  on  account  of  her  illness, 
her  niece.  Miss  Barber,  acted  in  her  place. 

Irving  M.  Scott  and  Henry  T.  Scott  took  the 
President  and  Gov.  Nash  and  their  parties  for  a 
cursory  inspection  of  the  more  important  sections 
of  the  great  yards  where  the  ocean  warriors  are 
built. 

By  the  hour  of  12  the  greater  number  of  the  na- 
tion's representatives  and  other  guests  had  arrived 
at  the  stand  beside  the  hull  of  the  big  battleship. 
They  saw  lying  there  a  great  shape  of  steel,  ready 
for  the  sea  The  greater  part  of  the  superstruc- 
ture of  the  ship  wherein  the  Ohio  was  built  had 
been  removed.  The  battle  craft  lay  in  the  great 
wooden,  shoe- like  cradle  on  the  slippery  ways. 
Toward  the  stern  the  ribs  of  the  cradle  ran  well 
up  her  sides,  shortening  towards  the  forward 
length  of  the  ship  and  disappearing.  Tall  shores, 
reaching  from  their  firm  foundations  in  the  earth 
to  the  decks  of  the  ship,  were  standing  close  along 
her  sides.  On  a  table  on  the  stand  near  by  was  an 
electrical  instrument.  The  pressing  of  a  button 
meant  the  launching  of  the  ship. 

The  ceremonies  were  simple  but  significant. 
There  was  the  formal  exchange  of  acceptances 
upon  the  part  of  the  goverment.  and  then,  the  tide 
having  reached  its  flood,  the  word  was  given. 

The  bottle  of  California  champagne  depended 
from  the  bow  by  ribbons  of  red,  white  and  blue, 
braided  into  a  rope. 

At  12:26  sharp.  Irving  M.  Scott  gave  Miss  Barber 
the  signal  and  she  touched  the  magic  electrical 
machine.  The  guillotine  shot  downward  like  a 
flash  and  severed  the  cord.  The  dog-shore  toppled 
over  of  its  own  weight  and  the  cleverly  con- 
structed system  of  props  caved  in  like  a  house  of 
cards. 

The  Ohio  seemed  to  shiver  slightly,  the  tremor 
running  her  entire  length,  and  in  a  twinkling  she 
began  to  slide.  And  then— a  rush,  a  bound,  a  crack- 
ing and  creaking  and  groaning  of  the  timbers  be- 
neath and  around  her— she  shot  down  the  ways, 
stern  foremost,  and  took  her  dip  into  the  sea. 

We  are  very  busy.  On  May  22  we  had  our  excur- 
sion and  picnic  to  Camp  Taylor.  On  May  25  the 
Georgia  special  was  here  and  remained  until  May 
29.  We  entertained  them  by  showing  them  through 
our  beautiful  parks.  Cliff  House  and  Chinatown, 
on  their  way  home  from  St.  Paul.  There  were  120 
on  the  special  from  Macon.  Georgia 

El  Capitan  is  rushing  business— two  initiations 
and  one  by  transfer— John  E.  Brady  and  Chas.  H. 
Cowan  initiated,  and  T.  McClintock  received  by 
transfer  from  Salt  Lake  Division  395,  and  three 
more  applications  acted  upon. 

San  Francisco.  Calif.     Milton  G.  Pumphrhy. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Another  month  has  passed  and  finds  us  still 
slugging  away.  Brother  Marren  has  returned 
from  the  convention  and  has  again  assumed  his 
duties  on  the  line.  Business  being  brisk  requires 
all  the  boys  to  be  on  hand.  The  lake  season  is 
opened,  and  is  our  main  source  of  business.  One 
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good  feature  of  our  line  ia  that  during  Sunday 
business  is  quiet,  wbicb  gives  us  all  an  opportu- 
nity to  attend  Division  meeting,  and  the  boys  all 
avail  themselves  of  tbe  chance  and  makes  a  good 
attendance.  Something  to  be  appreciated.  Noth- 
ing will  cause  lack  of  interest  more  quickly  than 
when  Brothers  do  not  attend  when  they  can.  Our 
attention  has  been  called  to  our  needy  Brothers  in 
Jacksonville.  Florida,  who  were  so  unfortunate  as 
to  lose  their  all.  The  Brothers  sympathize  with  the  ' 
distant  Brothers  and  sent  them  a  contribution.  I 
hope  all  Divisions  have  liberally  responded.  We 
do  not  know  how  soon  our  home  may  be  visited  by 
disaster  as  tbelr's  was.  and  we  are  in  duty  bound 
to  aid  one  another  as  much  as  it  is  possible.  My 
wish  is  that  they  may  be  soon  on  their  feet  again, 
and  as  comfortably  situated  as  before. 

The  boys  of  Division  295  surprised  Brother 
Marren  upon  his  return  from  the  convention  by 
meeting  him  at  his  home  and  making  him  a  suita- 
ble present.  Brother  Marren  highly  prizes  the 
gift.  Brother  Hadaway  says  he  was  not  so  fortu- 
nate, as  he  forgot  he  was  on  a  street  crossing.  Of 
course  the  mayor  put  him  in  mind  of  it.  and  the 
Brother  lost  tbe  price  of  at  least  a  new  hat.  Our 
Division  is  constantly  being  strengthened  of  late 
by  card  members,  and  we  look  toward  getting  two 
more  in  the  near  future.  With  best  wishes. 

Lorain.  Ohio.  J.  J.  Pollock. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Well.  I  suppose  while  Brother  Dago  Waltz  is 
cavorting  around  the  Saintly  City  I  had  better 
hustle  up  a  little  communication  for  our  only 
journal.  Things  are  moving  along  in  fairly  good 
condition -with  members  of  381.  Some  of  them.  I 
learn,  are  visiting  the  Pan-American.  They  want 
to  get  a  first  view  while  tbe  paint  and  varnish  is 
fresh.  A  good  idea.  I  think.  A  number  of  the 
Brothers  were  disappointed  in  not  being  able  to 
go  to  St.  Paul,  as  they  fully  intended.  It  seems, 
.no  matter  whether  business  is  good,  bad  or  worse, 
that  it  is  next  door  to  impossible  to  get  a  leave  of 
absence.  I  know  from  experience,  for  I  had  a 
friend's  grip  packed  for  a  week,  expecting  to  get 
away,  but  I  am  still  here.  I  guess  there  are  too 
many  want  to  get  off  at  the  same  time.  On  the 
Central  there  are  only  six  out  of  thirteen  that 
want  to  get  off  at  one  time— result,  everybody 
keeps  on  working.  Brother  Joe  Harper,  of  the 
L.  &  N..  has  been  showing  the  I.  C.  men  how  to 
get  from  Evansville  to  Henderson  via  L.  &  N.  for 
several  days.  Our  sick  have  returned  to  work, 
except  Rob't  Staples.  Brothers,  let  me  again 
caution  you  about  your  Insurance.  It's  a  small 
matter  in  every  way  to  attend  to.  It  can  be  done 
while  you  are  rawhiding  some  tough  trip  over 
to  a  friend  on  a  corner.  And  remember,  if  you 
become  three  months  in  arrears  with  your  local 
dues  you  are  not  entitled  to  sick  nor  funeral  bene- 
fits, in  case  of  sickness,  injury  or  death.  I  am 
sure  each  one  of  us  should  appreciate  the  efforts 
our  Secretary  puts  forth  to  see  that  everyone  has 
sufficient  notice  regarding  our  dues. 

One  of  our  ex-members  was  badly,  perhaps 
fatally,  injured  May  19.  and  while  we  must  sympa- 
thize with  him.  that's  about  all  we  can  do.  We 
have  talked  early  and  late  regarding  this  matter  of 
keeping  up  dues  aud  insurance,  but  Old  Man 


Neglect  seems  to  get  his  fine  work  in  occasionally 
Brother  Buchanan  was  enjoying  himself  on  a 
excursion  Sunday.  May  19.  I  am  sure  he  was.  fo 
it's  fun  to  run  a  train  like  that.  381. 
Evansville.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 
A  stands  for  America,  the  pride  of  all  nations. 
B  for  Brotherhood,  tbe  brain  of  all  nominations. 
C  stands  for  Clark,  the  head  of  our  great  organia 
tlon. 

D  stands  for  Dept-thank  God  we  are  able  ou 

L.  V.  Brothers  to  pay. 
E  stands  for  Easton.  tbe  seat  of  war  in  1903.  ot 

L.  V.  Brothers  did  say. 
F  stands  for  Frank  Sargent,  who  fought  in  to 

battle  so  gay. 
G  stands  for  Goss:  in  St.  Paul  the  delegates  di 

have  sway. 

H  stands  for  Horace  Greeley-go  west,  youn 

man.  did  begun. 
I  stands  for  Ingram,  the  reserve  fund  did  boom. 
J  stands  for  Johnson,  who  St.  Paul  gave  a  grei 

fight. 

K  stands  for  Keno— sometimes  puts  boys  out  o 
sight. 

lu  stands  for  Liberty  Isle,  the  Division  who  we 
comes  all  Brothers  on  meeting  night. 

n  stands  for  no  Brother  that  can't  act  right. 

O  stands  for  our  Order,  we  cherish  so  dear. 

P  stands  for  Protection,  we  are  giving  to  hear. 

Q  stands  for  Question,  our  Chief  acted  upon. 

V  stands  for  Uncle  Conductor,  who  cut  wood  oi 
the  farm. 

R  stands  for  Riley  who  stole  Eropus  barn. 
8  stands  for  Sheppard.  our  Grand  Junior  man. 
T  stands  for  Together,  we  stood  heart  and  hand, 
w  stands  for  Wilkins.  Grand  Senior  of  our  band, 
x  stands  for  Excuse  me:  if  I  go  any  further  on  mi 
you'll  hang  the  tin  can. 

Royal  Blub. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  92  is  well  pleased  with  the  good  work  o 
the  28th  Session  of  the  Grand  Division.  While: 
separate  home,  one  exclusively  O.  R.  C.  woul* 
have  suited  them  much  better,  they  realize  th 
one  now  under  contemplation  is  an  assured  sue 
cess,  while  a  separate  one  might  be  a  failure 
They  therefore  assume  that  it  is  much  better  t 
accept  that  which  is  possible.  Let  the  good  wori 
commence  and  commence  at  once.  Every  men 
ber  said  a  long  and  heai  ty  amen,  when  their  dele 
gate  reported  the  re-election  of  all  of  the  Gram 
Officers:  also  that  a  three  months'  leave  of  abseno 
with  full  pay  and  expenses  was  unanimously  votei 
to  our  worthy  Grand  Chief.  Some  few  of  th 
members  made  manifest  a  desire  to  discuss  som< 
of  the  "yellow  journalism"  that  cropped  out  fron 
some  of  the  candidates  and  their  friends  bef on 
and  at  the  Grand  Division.  Mainly  or  in  the  ab 
stract  there  was  no  issue  or  question  about  th< 
honesty  or  intent  when  its  true  phase  was  madi 
known.  When  a  deliberate  falsehood  is  told  con 
fusion  must  and  will  ensue  for  awhile.  It  wai 
here  that  all  did  stop  to  think  that  always  then 
are  two  sides  to  every  hoe  cake.  The  harvest  hat 
come:  the  result  pleases  every  member  of  Divi 
sion  92  aside  from  the  few  small  episodes  thai 
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usually  find  their  way  in  when  an  office  is  sought. 
Kindly  permit  me  to  20  on  record  that  to  the 
square  inch  there  is  more  manhood  and  honor 
among  the  railway  conductors  than  any  body  of 
men  in  America.  Every  appeal  that  comes  before 
them  for  aid  you  find  the  conductor  a  ready  and 
willing:  river.  The  wish  and  desire  is  universal 
that  every  local  Division,  with  every  member  of 
the  Order,  should  put  forth  every  effort  to  build 
up  and  strengthen  the  Order,  and  by  so  doing;  they 
will  be  a  loyal  support  to  our  Grand  Officers  who 
have  done  so  much  toward  the  upbuilding;  of  the 
Order.  With  my  hearty  congratulations  to  every 
Grand  Officer.  C.  H.  Arthur. 

Terre  Haute.  Ind. 

«3 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  more  than  pleased  to  state  that  Division  I 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  taking;  in  conduc- 
tors at  almost  every  meeting;.  The  Brothers  are 
displaying  quite  an  interest  and.  by  the  way.  they 
take  part  in  the  debate  for  the  good  of  the  Order 
and  in  the  work  generally.  I  desire  to  say  to  the 
Brothers  who  run  over  the  first  division  of  the  B. 
&  O.  to  keep  a  sharp  look  out  for  that  conductor 
who  runs  that  Guinea  train,  as  he  is  bald  headed 


now  and  if  he  has  to  look  out  for  you  he  will  not 
have  any  hair  at  all.  and  then  he  might  have  to 
call  on  the  Division  to  buy  him  some  hair.  He 
is  o.  k..  but  he  had  better  keep  his  eye  on  Brother 
Waltjen.as  I  believe  Brother  Waltjen  is  after  your 
guineas.  Brother  Junkens  (guinea  train  conductor.) 

I  would  also  advise  the  Brothers  to  keep  out  of 
the  way  of  our  Chief  Conductor.  Brother  Hoff- 
meire.  when  on  the  road,  as  you  all  know  he  is  a 
hustler  both  on  the  road  and  in  the  Division  room. 
He  will  get  that  pick-up  of  his  over  the  road  if  he 
has  to  use  both  east  and  west  tracks  at  one  time. 
You  all  know  that  he  has  just  returned 
from  the  convention  and  what  a  good 
time  he  had  out  west.  He  says  he  was 
treated  first-class  and  wants  the  Division  to 
send  him  out  there  again— not  to  the  convention, 
but  for  pleasure.  What  has  become  of  our  mem- 
bers from  the  Philadelphia  division  B.  &  O.?  They 
never  come  to  the  Division  any  more.  Call  around. 
Brothers,  we  would  be  glad  to  hear  you.  The 
Brothers  on  Baltimore  division  N.  C.  attend  pretty 
often,  especially  Brothers  Scheirwohl.  Hart,  our 
A.  C.'C,  and  several  others  whom  I  could  mention 
if  I  bad  space.  Guinea. 

Baltimore.  Md. 


THE  CONDUCTOR'S  REQUEST. 


I've  just  been  thinking  of  the  time. 

As  I  sit  here  at  home. 
When  I  shall  bear  the  call-boy's  voice 

With  orders  for  me  to  come 
And  go  out  for  the  last  time 

On  this  old  troubled  sphere. 
Where  I  have  had  my  ups  and  downs— 

I'll  sign  the  book,  don't  fear. 

And  when  I  cross  the  great  divide 

And  meet  some  good  old  friend 
Who's,  dwelt  since  many  years  before 

Where  sorrows  have  an  end. 
I  wonder  if  I'll  get  a  place 

Upon  that  "Golden  Shore" 
Where  everything  runs  smoothly 

And  serving  time  is  o'er. 

Where  they  don't  have  correspondence 

About  the  damaged  freight- 
Where  switchmen  all  are  gentlemen 

And  trains  are  never  late— 
Where  engineers  will  work  just  so. 

To  the  signals  they  are  given; 
I  hope  and  pray  that  some  sweet  day 

I'll  run  a  train  in  Heaven. 

Where  wrecks  are  something  quite  unknown 

And  trainmasters  are  kind. 
Where  brakemen  don't  talk  saucy- 

Which  down  here  is  hard  to  find- 


Where  everything  is  up-to-date 

And  none  aristocratic. 
Where  all  the  cars  have  Westinghouse 

And  couplers  automatic. 

Where  they  never  double  any  hills. 

Or  have  to  tote  "that  chain." 
And  don't  run  any  pick-ups. 

And  there's  neither  snow  nor  rain; 
Where  each  and  all  are  under  men. 

And  none  are  on  the  "hummer": 
Where  the  sky  is  ever  azure  blue 

And  all  the  days  are  summer. 

But  that  of  all  I  wish  for  most 

In  that  far  distant  land 
Is.  should  I  tread  the  streets  of  gold 

And  with  the  angels  stand. 
That  when  I  register  "on  time." 

And  home  I  start  to  go. 
The  wife  and  kids  to  greet  me. 

As  they  did  on  earth  below. 

So  when  the  call-boy  comes  for  me 

To  journey  o'er  the  river. 
And  I  am  asked  to  give  account. 

By  the  kind  and  loving  Giver. 
If  I  can  find  they  railroad 

In  that  land  that  knows  no  pain. 
I  only  will  have  one  request. 

And  that— to  run  a  train. 

Bert  Nowxand. 
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Mutual  Benefit  Fraternal  Insurance. 

(a).  Application  Must  be  Accepted 
to  Make  a  Contract.— Fraternal  Insur- 
ance is  obtained  through  an  application 
to  the  association  by  a  prescribed  method. 
The  application  for  insurance  is  a  mere 
proposal  on  the  part  of  the  applicant. 
When  the  insurer  (or  association)  signi- 
fies its  acceptance  of  it  to  the  proposer, 
and  not  before,  the  minds  of  the  parties 
meet  and  the  contract  is  made.  This  ac- 
ceptance on  the  part  of  the  association 
must  be  signified  by  some  act,  a  simple 
mental  acceptance,  a  mere  thought  unex- 
pressed, amounts  to  nothing.  This  appli- 
cation must  be  in  due  form  and  signed  by 
the  applicant  if  the  rules  so  require. 
There  must  be  a  meeting  of  the  minds  of 
of  the  respective  parties.  A  mutual 
agreement  and  understanding  of  the 
rules  between  them  is  essential  in  order 
to  create  the  contract  and  give  it 
binding  force  on  both  parties.  As  an 
example,  in  the  case  of  Conway  vs. 
Covenant  Mut.  Ben.  Ass'n,  10  Bradw.,348, 
an  application  was  made  in  due  form, 
and  the  agent  received  the  papers  and 
the  applicant  was  examined  by  the  medi- 
cal examiner,  gave  his  note  for  the  first 
payment  of  dues  and  assessments,  but 
was  killed  before  the  note  was  paid  or  the 
application  forwarded,  and  the  court  held 
that  until  the  application  was  approved 
by  the  association  there  was  no  contract. 
There  was  simply  an  offer  on  one  side, 
which  may  be  accepted  or  rejected  by  the 
other.  There  must  be  a  meeting  of  the 
minds  of  the  parties,  in  all  cases,  as  to 
the  whole  subject  and  the  substantial 
conditions  of  the  whole  contract,  or  there 
is  obviously  no  contract.  Of  course,  an 
applicant  may,  at  any  time  before  the 
application  is  accepted,  withdraw  it,  and 


if  he  does  so,  is  not  bound  to  accept  th 
certificate  of  insurance. 

(b)  .  Delay  in  Acting  Upon  an  Appli 
cation  Will  Not  Amount  to  Accbpi 
ance.— An  association  is  not  obliged  t 
act  at  once  upon  an  application.  Th 
fact  that  an  application  for  insuranc 
membership  is  held  for  some  time,  an< 
the  rejection  of  the  risk  has  not  bee: 
signified,  does  not  warrant  apresumptioi 
of  its  acceptance.  There  must  be  an  ac 
tual  acceptance,  or  there  is  no  contract 
There  is  no  authority  for  the  propositio: 
that  mere  delay— mere  inaction,  cai 
amount  to  an  acceptance.  The  opposit 
is  the  true  doctrine,  that  if  no  answer  i 
given  to  a  proposition  for  a  contract  o 
membership,  within  a  reasonable  time 
proposition  is  regarded  as  rejected.  At 
association  is  not  bound  to  accept  an  ap 
plication  even  if  no  good  cause  for  rejec 
tion  exists.  The  directors  or  board  ma 
be  actuated  by  other  considerations  thai 
the  quality  of  the  risk.  An  associatio: 
can  reject  the  application,  although  par 
of  the  expenses  or  all  of  them  has  bee: 
paid.  The  application  may  be  decline* 
and  the  money  returned. 

(c)  .  When  Membership  and  Insuranc: 
Contract  Becomes  Complete.— A  mem 
bership  contract'  for  insurance  never  be 
comes  complete  until  the  last  act  neces 
sary  to  be  done  by  either  party  has  i: 
fact  been  done,  although  one  side  or  th 
other  may  conditionally  bind  itself  by  i 
proposition  which,  when  un  condition  all 
accepted,  ripens  the  negotiation  into  i 
contract.  With  benefit  societies  all  thes 
questions  may  arise.  Unless  provide* 
otherwise  in  the  contract,  the  acceptanc 
of  the  proposal  to  insure  on  the  term 
agreed  upon,  is  the  completion  of  th 
negotiation,  and  after  the  certificate  ha 
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been  forwarded  to  the  agent  or  local 
lodge  for  delivery,  the  contract  cannot  be 
rescinded  without  the  consent  of  the 
member  insured.  It  is,  however,  differ- 
ent if  any  act  remains  to  be  done  by  the 
insured,  or  if  it  is  stipulated  that  it  shall 
not  be  binding  until  actually  delivered  to 
the  insured.  In  some  cases  it  has  been 
held  that  the.  contract  was  complete  as 
soon  as  the  application  was  accepted  and 
the  policy  deposited  in  the  mail. 

(d) .  Consideration  of  Mutual  Insur- 
ance—Assessments— Forfeiture  .— The 
consideration  of  a  contract  of  insurance 
in  a  mutual  benefit  or  fraternal  associa- 
tion is  usually  called  assessments,  dues, 
etc.  The  payment  of  the  consideration 
is  an  important  condition  in  all  con- 
tracts of  life  insurance,  and  this  subject 
merits  careful  consideration  and  examina- 
tion by  all  members  of  beneficiary  socie- 
ties. A  contract  of  life  insurance  in  a 
mutual  benefit  or  fraternal  society  is  a 
peculiar  contract.  It  is  contended  that 
the  payment  of  each  assessment  is  the 
consideration  for  insurance  during  the 
next  following  period.  If  this  position  is 
correct  the  matter  of  prompt  payment 
merits  careful  consideration  by  the  mem- 
bers. Such  installments  are  clearly  in- 
tended as  the  consideration  of  the  insur- 
ance for  the  respective  periods  into  which 
they  are  divided.  The  assessments  are 
balanced  against  the  benefits  promised, 
and  the  payment  of  an  assessment  oper- 
ates to  continue  the  contract  from  period 
to  period.  The  manner  of  calling  these 
assessments  is  generally  set  out  in  the 
constitution  and  by-laws,  which  also 
generally  provide  that  if  the  member 
does  not  pay  his  assessments  at  the  time 
prescribed,  he  forfeits  all  his  rights  as 
such  member,  or  is  suspended  from  those 
rights  until  such  time  as  he  shall  be  re- 
instated, in  accordance  with  the  laws  of 


the  association.  It  is  important  for  the 
member  to  realize  that  he  is  subject  to 
liabilities  as  well  as  entitled  to  privileges. 
The  managers  of  a  society  or  order  have 
no  right  to  make  an  assessment  on  a  dif- 
ferent basis  than  that  prescribed  in  its 
laws.  And  the  members  of  such,  and 
their  beneficiaries,  have  the  right  to  rely 
on  the  observance  by  the  company  of  the 
requirements  of  its  constitution  and  by- 
laws. Although  those  charged  with  the 
duty  of  making  assessments  against  the 
surviving  members  act  in  a  ministerial 
capacity,  the  presumption  is  in  favor  of 
the  regularity  and  legality  of  its  assess- 
ments. When  an  association  has  followed 
the  law  in  making  assessments  upon  the 
surviving  members,  the  latter  are  bound 
to  pay  such  assessments  within  the  time 
prescribed,  as  a  condition  precedent  to 
the  right  to  receive  benefits  and  prevent 
forfeiture.  Courts  have  uniformly  held 
that  an  association  may  safely  rely  upon 
the  failure  of  a  member  to  pay  his  assess- 
ment as  a  just  cause  to  forfeit  his  mem- 
bership, and  benefits  under  its  charter, 
by  showing  affirmatively  that  it  has  liter- 
ally followed  the  law  and  that  the  mem- 
ber is  in  default. 

There  is  no  more  important  duty  con- 
nected with  co-operative  or  fraternal  in- 
surance than  the  prompt  payment  of 
assessments.  Upon  this  duty  rests  the 
essence  of  the  contract,  and  makes  it 
possible  for  a  beneficiary  to  demand  pay- 
ment of  a  matured  claim.  No  presump- 
tion of  indulgence  upon  the  part  of  the 
association,  or  risk  of  continued  good 
health  or  life,  should  be  indulged.  These 
are  all  unreliable  and  disappointing,  as 
evidenced  by  hundreds  of  cases  of  de- 
fault. The  law  holds  an  association  to 
the  strict  letter  of  the  law.  It  can  do  no 
less  with  the  member. 
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OFFICIAL  CHANGES. 


Samuel  Hunt  has  been  chosen  president 
of  the  Detroit  Southern. 

George  F.  Baer  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Central  of  New  Jersey. 

C.  Morris  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Lake  Erie,  Alliance  &  Wheeling. 

f  C.  H.  Warren  has  been  elected  vice 
president  of  the  Central  of  New  Jersey. 

I  Joseph  Ramsey,  Jr.,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie. 

S.  M.  Williams  has  resigned  as  second 
vice-president  of  the  Central  of  New  Jer- 
sey. 

Richard  Morgan  has  been  appointed 

f eneral  superintendent  of  the  Gulf  &  Ship 
sland. 

W.  L.  Bull  has  been  elected  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Wisconsin 
Central. 

J.  E.  Rodes  has  been  appointed  assis- 
tant to  the  president  of  the  Tennessee 
Central. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Kidder  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Nevada  County  Narrow  Gauge 
Railroad. 

John  E.  Newell  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  Lake  Erie,  Alliance  & 
Wheeling. 

R.  E.  Cahill  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Missouri  Pacific  at  Ne- 
vada, Mo. 

L.  L.  Keller  has  resigned  as  division 
superintendent  of  the  Missouri  Pacific, 
at  Nevada,  Mo. 

W.  B.  Doddridge  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  and  general  managerof  the  Ten- 
nessee Central. 

L.  F.  Loree  has  been  selected  to  suc- 
ceed John  Cowan  as  president  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

G.  A.  Richardson  has  resigned  as  divi- 
sion superintendent  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  at  Baltimore. 

Lee  McClung  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant to  the  second  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  Railway. 

G.  O.  Sarvis  has  been  appointed  train- 
master at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  for  the  Phila- 
delphia &  Reading. 

George  C.  Wilkins  has  been  elected 


president  of  the  Baltimore  &  Potomac  ai 
the  Union  Railroad. 

F.  E.  Allen  has  been  appointed  trai 
master  at  Lake  City,  Iowa,  for  the  Chu 
go  &  Northwestern. 

J.  B.  Wright  has  resigned  as  divisi 
superintendent  of  the  Southern  Pacif 
at  Sacramento,  Cal. 

W.  A.  Wightman  has  been  appoint 
trainmaster  of  the  Choctaw  Norther 
Office  at  Geary,  Okla. 

S.  R.  Kramer  has  resigned  as  superi 
tendent  of  the  Sandusky  division  of  t 
Lake  Erie  &  Western. 

C.  M.  Himmelberger  has  been  appoii 
ed  trainmaster  at  Reading,  Pa.,  fort 
Philadelphia  &  Reading. 

George  Dyer  has  been  appointed  sup« 
intendent  of  the  Fort  Wayne  division 
the  Lake  Erie  &  Western. 

J.  D.  Coffey  has  been  appointed  trai 
master  of  the  middle  division  of  the  Ate 
inson,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe. 

A.  B.  Newell  has  resigned  as  super 
tendent  of  the  western  division  of  the  La 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern. 

S.  B.  Zartman  has  resigned  as  super: 
tendent  of  the  St.  Louis  division  of  t 
Toledo,  §t.  Louis  &  Western. 

G.  W.  Vanderslice  has  been  appoint 
division  superintendent  of  the  Northe 
Pacific  at  Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

William  Cotter  has  resigned  as  super: 
tendent  of  the  western  division  of  t 
Grand  Trunk  at  Detroit,  Mich. 

W.  H.  Whalen  has  been  appointed  i 
sistant  superintendent  of  the  Chicago 
Northwestern  at  Oshkosh,  Wis. 

C.  O.  Jenks  has  been  appointed  assi 
ant  trainmaster  of  the  Eastern  of  Mini 
sota.   Office  at  Mahoning,  Minn. 

R.  J.  Sullivan  has  been  appointed  tra: 
master  of  the  Dallas  and  Waco  divisio 
of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas. 

H.  Clay  Pierce  was  elected  chairman 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Mexican  Ce 
trai,  to  succeed  E.  Rollins  Morse. 

A.  B.  Newell  has  been  chosen  vi< 
president  of  the  White  Pass  &  Yukc 
Headquarters  at  Skagway,  Alaska. 
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Thomas  Saunders  has  been  appointed- 
superintendent  of  the  Nevada-California- 
Oregon.  Headquarters  at  Reno,  Nevada. 

F.  H.  Ford  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Atlantic  Vol- 
dosta  &  Western.  Office  at  Jacksonville, 
Fla. 

D.  R.  Bell  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  lines  north  and  west  of 
Toronto  Junction  for  the  Canadian  Pa- 
cific. 

G.  W.  Inge  has  been  appointed  division 
superintendent  of  the  Kansas  City  North- 
western. Headquarters  at  Kansas  City, 
Kan. 

J.  C.  Tucker  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Rochester  division  of 
the  Erie.  Headquarters  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y. 

W.  R.  Baker  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant to  second  vice-president  of  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific.  Headquarters  at  Montreal, 
P.  Q 

L.  R.  Ford  has  been  elected  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Midland  Terminal,  vice  B.  P. 
Cheney,  resigned.'  Office  at  Denver, 
Colo. 

E.  E.  Scranton  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Lake  Erie,  Al 
liance  &  Wheeling.  Office  at  Alliance, 
Ohio. 

Hugh  Spencer  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Butte  Anacon- 
da &  Pacific.  Headquarters  at  Anaconda, 
Mont. 

W.  J.  Singleton  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Montreal  terminals 
and  Smith's  Falls  section  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific. 

B.  M.  Robinson  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Harriman  &  Northeastern,  and 
H.  M.  Winslow  has  been  elected  vice- 
president. 

C.  S.  Goldsborough  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Allegheny  division 
of  the  Erie.  Headquarters  at  Hornells- 
ville,  N.  Y. 

H.  B.  Spencer  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Hull  ana  Ottawa  termi- 
nals of  Chalk  River  section  of  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific. 

J.  B.  Thomas  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Sandusky  division  of  the 
Lake  Erie  &  Western.  Headquarters  at 
Sandusky,  O. 

J.  S.  Noble  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  coast  division  of  the 
Southern  Pacific.  Headquarters  at  San 
Francisco,  Cal. 

H.  A.  Ziesel  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  western  division  of  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern.  Office 
at  Chicago,  111. 
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C.  F.  Sewell  has  been  appointed  acting 
superintendent  of  the  Dakota  division  of 
the  Great  Northern.  Headquarters  at 
Larimore,  N.  D. 

C.  F.  SchNwge  has  been  appointed  act- 
ing trainmaster  of  the  Choctaw  division 
of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas.  Office 
at  Dennison,  Texas. 

George  W.  Cree  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  St.  Johns- 
bury  &  Lake  Champlain.  Headquarters 
at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

F.  G.  Martyn  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Canadian  Pacific,  and  has 
jurisdiction  over  the  territory  from  Smith's 
Falls  to  Hamilton,  Ont. 

J.  W.  Walton  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Dallas  and  Waco  divi- 
sions of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas, 
with  office  at  Hillsboro. 

R.  A.  Dugan  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant to  the  president  of  the  Elgin,  Joliet  & 
Eastern  and  Chicago,  Lake  Shore  &  East- 
ern. Office  at  Chicago,  111.  • 

E.  A.  Peck  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  di- 
vision of  the  St..  Louis  Southwestern. 
Headquarters  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

R.  B.  Campbell  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  East- 
ern and  the  Chicago  Lake  Shore  &  East- 
ern. Headquarters  at  Joliet,  111. 

R.  R.  Jamieson  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  lines  beyond  Adi- 
rondack Junction  to  Newport,  with  office 
at  Farnham,  for  the  Canadian  Pacific. 

A.  D.  Bethard  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  transportation  of 
the  entire  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas 
system.   Headquarters  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

M.  P.  Denniston,  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Indianapolis  and 
Michigan  City  division  of  the  Lake  Erie 
&  Western.   Headquarters  at  Peru,  Ind. 

C.  L.  Harris  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Fort  Worth,  Henrietta 
and  Denton  divisions  and  Sherman  branch 
of  the  M.  K.  &  T.  Headquarters  at  Denni- 
son, Tex. 

E.  M.  Alvord  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Mineola  and  Shrevejport 
divisions  and  McKinney  branch  or  the 
Missouri  Kansas  &  Texas.  Headquarters 
at  Greenville. 

F.  C.  Webb  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Willmar  divi- 
sion of  the  Great  Northern  and  Willmar 
&  Sioux  Falls  Railway.  Headquarters  at 
Willmar,  Minn. 

J.  E.  A.  Robilard  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  ol  the  Ottawa  section,  east 
of  Hull  and  branches  and  of  Quebec  sec- 
tion with  branch  lines  connecting,  for  the 
Canadian  Pacific. 
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When  yon  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly,  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name,  Division  number  and  address. 

Division  38  will  discontinue  its  meet- 
ings during  the  months  of  June,  July  and 
August. 

Brother  J.  S.  Dunn,  Ceredo,  W.  Va., 
desires  the  address  of  Walter  S.  Gravatt, 
formerly  conductor  on  L.  &  N.  Ry. 
<5 

Brother  W.  A.  Nash,  Secretary  of  Divi- 
sion 332  at  Jonesboro,  Ark.,  desires  the 
address  of  Brother  J.  C.  Berry,  last  heard 
from  at  South  McAlester,  I.  T. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Brotherhoods  of 
railway  employes  of  Pennsylvania  for  an 
invitation  to  attend  their  grand  union 

?icnic  to  be  held  at  Harrisburg  on  June 
7th. 

On  one  of  the  trips  down  the  Missis- 
sippi while  the  possibilities  for  escape  in 
case  of  disaster  were  being  discussed, 
one  good  Brother  asked  his  better  half: 
"Suppose  the  boat  should  sink  where  will 
I  meet  you?" 

Brother  J.  L.  Leonard  of  Division  61 
had  stolen  from  his  caboose  at  West  Su- 
perior, his  grip,  in  which  was  his  policy 
to  Mutual  Benefit  Department,  service 
letters,  etc.,  which  he  is  desirous  of  re- 
covering. Brother  Leonard  holds  policy 
A  5334,  and  will  be  glad  if  the  members 
will  lend  any  assistance  that  will  lead  to 
recovery  of  the  articles. 

Brother  Harry  Cameron  and  wife  of 
Division  1  and  Auxiliary  100  love  a  joke. 
He  permitted  himself  to  be  introduced  to 
his  wife  by  those  who  were  not  aware  of 
their  relation.  Later -on  these  newly  made 
acquaintances  during  the  trip  were  sur- 
prised to  see  the  marked  attention  shown 
each  other  by  the  namesakes,  but  ex- 
planations followed  that  cleared  the  mys- 
tery, but  marked  Harry  an  object  of  re- 
venge should  opportunity  offer. 


The  Secretary  of  Division  48  desires  t 
to  announce  that  in  the  raffle  for  the  1« 
owned  by  Brother  Geo.  Kleinhaus  of  thi 
Division,  Mr.  James  Moore  of  Jacksoi 
Mich.,  a  member  of  the  B.  L.  E.,  held  tt 
winning  ticket,  No.  417.  He  also  extend 
on  behalf  of  the  Division  and  of  Broth* 
Kleinhaus  thanks  to  all  who  assisted  the: 
in  their  effort. 

Brother  H.  W.  Mathews,  delegate  froi 
Division  392  lost  his  pocketbook  in  S 
Paul.  It  contained  his  annual  pass  ovt 
the  Santa  Fe  system  for  all  lines  west  < 
Albuquerque  and  his  Division  card,  N« 
9239,  for  1901.  Any  information  concen 
ing  the  above  will  be  appreciated  by  tt 
Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer  as  well  e 
Brother  Mathews. 


A  Brother  from  the  Buckeye  state  ha 
the  misfortune  to  get  a  foreign  substanc 
in  his  eye  while  traveling  the  transfe 
path  from  St.  Croix  to  Taylors  Fall! 
There  was  an  immediate  congestion  c 
"traffic"  behind  him  and  he  was  urged  t 
"explain  delay  at  once."  He  made  th 
laconic  reply,  "Lamp  out  and  cinder  i 
my  eye." 

Brother  C.  W.  Vaughn  of  Hillsdale 
Mich.,  is  very  desirous  of  learning  the  ac 
dress  of  Charles  W.  Stevens,  who  worke 
out  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  on  the  M.  C.  R.  T 
not  long  since.  As  a  matter  of  muc 
importance  is  involved  Brother  Vaugh 
asks  that  any  Brother  knowing  th 
whereabouts  of  Mr.  Stevens  kindly  con- 
municate  the  same  to  him  at  above  ac 
dress. 

Brother  C.  A.  Wilson,  Second  Vic 
Grand  Master  of  the  Brotherhood  of  L< 
comotive  Firemen  was  one  of  the  most  a» 
tive  figures  in  lending  assistance  towar 
entertainment  of  the  conductors  and  the: 
wives  during  the  B.  L.  F.  reception  on  th 
trip  down  the  Mississippi.  He  possesse 
marked  ability  as  a  juggler  of  sandwiche 
and  won  applause  from  those  who  ha 
the  pleasure  of  witnessing  some  of  his  rt 
markable  feats  in  this  connection.  Thos 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  participating  i 
this  trip  pronounce  Charles  "all  right. 
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The  excursion  of  delegates  and  visitors 
on  Sunday,  May  13,  to  the  Dalles,  had  in 
it  a  short  transfer  by  foot  from  St.  Croix, 
over  the  river  to  Taylors  Falls.  Among 
this  number  was  a  Brother  whose  aver- 
dupois  was  somewhat  against  him  and 
while  lending  assistance  to  his  better  half 
whose  proportions  were  on  the  same  lines, 
was  heard  to  declare  that  he  would  rather 
die  than  double.  He  made  the  hill  the 
first  time. 

In  our  last  issue  we  recited  the  shame- 
ful betrayal  of  confidence  by  the  New 
York  Sun  in  their  agreement  with  Typo- 
graphical Union  No.  6  of  New  York.  It 
is  gratifying  to  learn  that  scores  of  busi- 
ness houses  have  withdrawn  their  patron- 
age to  this  sheet  which  demonstrates 
that  the  people  do  not  subscribe  to  such 
traitorous  actions  and  stand. ready  to 
support  justice  in  her  demands.  * 

«3 

The  Everett  Anti-ticket  Scalping  bill 
has  been  signed  by  the  governor  of  New 
York  and  nenceforth  speculating  and 
swindling  in  railway  tickets  will  be  out- 
lawed.   The  railways  will  redeem  any 

Eart  of  unused  tickets  and  will  give  the 
older  all  the  advantages  for  travel  which 
the  operations  of  the  scalpers  heretofore 
made  impossible.  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  now  together  lead  the  country  in  the 
abolition  of  a  great  abuse,  not  tolerated 
by  any  other  country,  and  their  example 
will  soon  be  generally  followed. 

«a 

The  Textile  Workers  of  Danville,  Va., 
sought  to  reduce  their  working  day  from 
12  hours  to  10.  They  organized  in  March, 
1900,  and  on  Jan.  1,  1901,  were  granted  a 
10  hour  day  until  April  1st,  when  the  em- 
ployers expected  them  to  return  to  11 
hours  per  day.  The  workers  objected  to 
the  11  hour  day  and  were  locked  out. 
Through  their  Union  and  with  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  they  request 
financial  aid.  Contributions  should  be 
sent  to  Harvey  Walker,  Box  216,  Danville, 
Va.,  and  notice  of  contributions  should 
be  given  to  Prince  Greene,  Box  415, 
Phenix,  Ala. 

4 

Not  a  little  interest  was  manifested  by 
the  members  of  the  Order  everywhere, 
who  knew  Brother  A.  J.  Manley  of  Divi- 
sion 40,  when  the  press  reports  gave  it  out 
that  a  rich  deposit  of  iron  ore  had  been 
discovered  upon  a  farm  owned  by  him 
near  St.  Paul,  and  that  J.  J.  Hill  was 
offering  large  figures  for  options.  The 
Pioneer  Press  of  May  30  denies  the  major 
portion  of  the  reports  and  says  that 
the  state  geologist  pronounces  the  ore 
bog  iron,  and  that  it  has  no  commer- 
cial value.  It  would  give  us  pleasure  to 
know  that  Brother  Manley  had  struck  it 


rich  and  we  were  disappointed  at  the  re- 
sult. 

4 

The  type  made  us  say  in  our  last  issue 
that  Stella  Division  153  was  organized  at 
Danville,  instead  of  Decatur,  111.,  and 
gave  credit  to  Division  127  instead  of  Di- 
vision 74  for  able  assistance  in  their  or- 
ganization. No  doubt  that  the  good 
things  said  of  Division  127  made  the  mem- 
bers feel  good  but  in  all  fairness  to  those 
who  participated  we  must  give  credit 
where  it  belongs  and  lay  the  honors  upon 
Henwood  Division  74.  This  Auxiliary 
starts  out  with  an  able  corps  of  officers 
and  backed  by  such  material  as  74  pos- 
sesses there  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  make  a  strong  combination  for  the 
good  of  the  Order. 

Brother  J.  C.  Pugh  of  Division  53  re- 
ports that  while  he  and  his  crew  were 
working  at  East  Dallas,  Texas,  on  the 
night  of  May  16  some  person  or  persons 
broke  mto  his  caboose,  and  closet,  and 
stole  bis  pocketbook  containing  quite  a 
sum  of  money  and  his  Division  card  No. 
4834,  and  requests  that  members  will  kind- 
ly keep  a  close  watch  for  the  card,  and 
endeavor  to  apprehend  the  thief,  and  to 
lift  the  card  when  presented,  and  secure 
all  information  possible  relative  to  the 
holder  of  card,  and  how  it  came  into  his 
possession,  and  kindly  send  card  and  all 
information  to  the  secretary  of  Division 
53,  Brother  E.  B.  Kollert,  box  No.  294, 
Dennison,  Texas. 

After  July  1  news  butchers  will  be  a 
thing  of  the  past  on  the  trains  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy.  The  many 
thrilling  tales  told  of  the  peanut  butcher 
in  the  past  about  his  coming  to  the  rescue 
of  suffering  passengers  with  the  succu- 
lent peanut  during  the  long  journeys 
across  the  continent,  must  go  down  in 
history  as  a  part  of  the  early  privations 
of  traveling.  Of  course,  the  public  will 
regret  to  see  him  go,  but  library  cars  and 
uniformed  agents  at  stations  en  route  are 
to  take  the  place  of  that  familiar  character 
who  loads  your  lap  with  gum  drops  and 
figs  and  holds  a  copy  of  Puck  or  Judge 
before  your  eyes  until  in  your  struggle  to 
rid  yourself  of  his  presence  you  dig  up 
the  price  of  his  goods. 

The  Grand  Chief  Conductorhas  received 
official  copy,  over  signatures  of  Grand 
Master  P.  H.  Morrissey.  and  Grand  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  A.  E.  King,  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen,  of 
the  following  resolution,  passed  by  the 
fifth  bi  ennial  convention  of  the  B.  R.  T., 
recently  held  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  which 
embodies  sentiments  that  will  be  highly 
appreciated  by  all  our  members: 
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"Whereas,  The  Order  of  Railway  Con- 
ductors, through  their  Grand  Chief  Con- 
ductor, Brother  E.  E.  Clark,  expressed 
their  warmest  sentiments  of  fraternal 
concern  and  esteem,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  we  convey  to  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  through 
their  Chief  Executive,  the  assurance  of 
our  brotherly  friendship  and  hearty  co- 
operation, and  at  the  same  time  express 
the  hope  that  our  sister  organization  will 
be  attended  with  the  greatest  success  in 
their  efforts  as  an  organization  of  labor; 
and  that  our  relations  in  the  future  will 
be  as  harmonious  as  in  the  past. 

"Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  presented  to  the  Grand  Chief 
of  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  and 
appear  on  the  records  of  the  Convention, 
and  that  they  be  printed  in  the  Train- 
men's Journal." 

We  have  arranged  to  reproduce  the 
latest  legal  decisions  upon  subjects  of 
interest  to  our  members,  and  under  the 
head  of  Legal  will  hereafter  be  found  a 
liberal  interpretation  of  the  laws  affecting 
membership  in  insurance  societies  and 
will  be  of  great  value  to  all  our  members 
who  will  take  the  time  to  digest  it. 

«a 

The  new  century  postage  stamp  bear- 
ing the  words  "Fast  Express"  and  the 
picture  of  a  vestibuled  train,  printed  in 
two  colors  and  beautifully  engraved,  was 
taken  from  the  New  York  Central's  Em- 
pire State  Express,  the  most  famous  train 
in  the  world.  That  such  a  design  was 
selected  by  the  government  not  only  re- 
flects an  honor  upon  that  road,  but  it  is 
received  with  pleasure  by  the  army  of 
men  in  train  service  throughout  the  coun- 
try that  a  railway  train  should  have  been 
selected  as  a  design  by  Uncle  Sam. 

Brother  Charles  Sulfer  of  Division  119, 
who  has  had  fifteen  years  practical  ex- 
perience in  railroad  work,  has  invented  a 
safety  lock  switch  stand,  which,  it  is 
claimed,  displaces  the  old  and  dangerous 
padlock.  The  main  features  claimed  for 
it  are  safety,  durability,  simplicity  and 
convenience.  The  inclosed  lock  eliminates 
the  danger  of  attack  from  miscreants, 
either  for  the  purpose  of  causing  a  wreck 
or  theft  of  the  lock  itself.  It  is  protected 
from  rain  and  the  elements  and  cannot 
become  rusted  or  refuse  to  operate.  The 
arrangement  of  the  parts  manipulated  by 
trainmen  or  switchmen,  are  such  as  to 
make  a  positive  fastening  of  the  switch 
without  special  thought  on  the  part  of  the 
operator.  The  switch  is  to  be  made 
entirely  of  malleable  iron  and  steel,  thus 
making  it  the  most  substantial  switch 
stand  in  the  market  and  doing  away  with 
the  danger  of  the  proverbial  "broken 
foot."   As  the  key  hole  is  always  in  the 
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same  place  in  relation  to  the  structure  o 
the  stand,  it  is  possible  for  a  trainman  t< 
introduce  the  key,  unlock  and  throw  th< 
switch  with  one  hand  in  less  time  than  i 
takes  to  unlock  and  unhook  the  ordinarj 
padlock,  a  feature  that  commends  itsel 
to  those  who  carry  a  lantern,  or  even  i 
man  with  one  arm.  The  principle  of  con 
struction  permits  any  key  to  be  taken  a: 
a  pattern  in  cutting  the  locking  bolt 
This  arrangement  makes  the  gradual  dis 
placement  of  padlocks  possible  without  ; 
change  of  standard  keys. 

4 

The  following  Division  Cards  havi 
been  lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  u] 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

CARD  NO.  NAME.  DIV.  NO 

1203   J.  Mulroy   ! 

2231  E.  W.  Williams  14: 

2843  1  Walter  Malsch  .._ 

2884.   James  P.  Mundy..  4 

4834   J.  C.  Pugh  5 

5354  F.  P.  Newell  3a 

5813  Wm.  Hinds   5J 

5988  W.  E.  McCroan  211 

6193  .— S.  Whiting..  8 

6642...  _.._0.  L.  Babbitt  1* 

8468  C.  F.  Lossing  IS 

9239   _H.  W.  Mathews  39 

9576   J.  A.  Straney   3 

9813  C.  A.Minturn  24. 

9895  G.  W.  Lewis  19 

9981  John  Werts,  Jr  1* 

4 

CARD  OF  THANKS. 

To  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southen 
Conductors: 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  mention  is  mad< 
of  the  magnificent  present  given  me  \>] 
the  conductors  of  the  Lake  Shore  system 
Fifteen  pieces  of  cut  glass,  together  witl 
two  sterling  spoons,  were  displayed  ii 
the  parlors  of  Hotel  Ryan  at  St.  Paul 
which  came  as  a  token  of  esteem  fron 
those  who  took  this  method  of  lemindini 
me  that  they  still  hold  me  in  memory.  I 
would  be  impossible  to  express  my  appre 
ciation  of  the  sentiment  that  promptei 
the  presentation  of  this  valnable  token  o 
their  esteem.  While  its  lovliness  is  mucl 
admired  and  will  ever  remind  me  of  th< 
noble  men  who  contributed  such  loya 
support  to  their  general  committee  o 
adjustment  during  times  of  adversity 
the  thought  that  I  possess  their  con 
fidence  and  esteem  is  of  far  more  vain 
than  precious  gems  or  any  honors  tha 
could  be  conferred.  These  expressions 
coming  from  the  heart  as  they  do,  pei 
petuate  a  tender  memory  and  cement,  on 
hearts  in  a  lasting  affection  that  time  cai 
never  efface.  With  the  simple  expression 
thanks,  believe  me  that  it  is  one  coverinj 
every  feeling  of  gratitude  that  I  possess 
Yours  sincerely  in  P.  F., 

W.  D.  Anderson. 

Digitized  by  Google 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


523 


Laird  and  Lee  of  Chicago,  have  added 
one  more  to  their  series  of  Vest-Pocket 
Reference  Books.  Its  title  is  Electric 
Sparks.  The  work  has  been  prepared  by 
a  scientist  of  reputation,  and  among  the 
subjects  lucidly  treated  therein,  we  find 
the  following:  Theory  of  Electricity  and 
Magnetism,  Batteries,  Accumulators, 
Wiring  (with  estimates  of  cost  for  houses 
of  various  sizes)  Dynamos  and  Motors, 
Lighting,  Electric  Railways,  Plating, 
Telephone,  Telegraph.  Cables,  X-Rays, 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  Welding.Electricity 
applied  to  medicine  (with  special  Modes 
of  Treatment  for  a  number  of  Diseases). 
Tables  of  units,  etc.  It  will  prove  of 
value  to  students  of  Electricity  and  to  all 
those  interested  in  the  mysteries  of  this 
strange  force.  (Full  leather,  full  gilt.  75 
cents.   Cloth,  marble  edges,  50  cents.) 

«3 


Union  label  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Musicians. 

tj 

CARD  OP  THAWK5. 

To  members  of  O.  R.  C.  on  C.  B.  &  Q. 
special  train,  Chicago  to  St.  Paul  and 
return,  May,  1901: 

The  undersigned  recipients  of  a  token 
of  your  appreciation  of  our  efforts  to 
make  the  trip  of  members  of  the  O.  R.  C. 
and  their  ladies,  to  St.  Paul  over  the 
Burlington  Route,  a  pleasant  one,  desire 
to  try  and  thank  you  tor  your  share  in  the 
gift  and  to  say  that  the  letter  accompany- 
ing the  gift  would  have  more  than  com- 
pensated for  anything  we  may  have  done 
to  make  the  trip  a  comfortable  and  enjoy- 
able one.  The  pins  are  beautiful  and  to 
say  that  we  are  pleased  does  not  begin  to 
express  our  feelings.  We  thank  you 
kindly  for  the  gift  and  hope  that  at  no 
distant  day  we  may  again  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  arranging  for  an  O.  R.  C.  special 
over  the  Burlington  Route. 

Yours  truly. 

Frank  E.  Bell, 
City  Pass.  Agt.  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.,  Chicago. 

Frank  H.  Reks, 
Ch'm.  Com.  Div.  96,  O.  R.  C,  Aurora,  111. 


The  short  stories  which  appear  every 
day  on  the  editorial  page  of  The  Chicago 
Times-Herald,  are  a  feature  of  the  paper 
greatly  enjoyed  by  the  general  reader. 
They  are  crisp  and  right  to  the  point  and 
leave  a  pleasant  sensation  after  they  are 
finished.  A  variety  of  subjects  are  treated, 
but  special  attention  is  given  to  matters 
of  current  interest.  Sometimes  these 
stories  are  pathetic,  but  more  often  they 
are  delightfully  humorous.  A  pleasant 
feature  about  them  is  that  they  are  never 
long.  There  is  no  tedious  wading  through 
a  lot  of  dry  stuff  before  you  come  to  the 
point.  These  stories  are  contributed  by 
a  bright  staff  of  men,  regularly  employed 
on  the  paper,  who  get  out  among  people 
and  have  the  best  opportunities  for  seeing 
the  interesting  side  of  life  in  its  many 
phases. 

Subscriptions.— The  Trainmen's  Jour- 
nal has  tried  to  do  all  it  could  to  have  the 
members  take  hold  of  this  work,  but  it 
appears  there  are  too  many  local  demands 
made  upon  business  men  and  the  friends 
of  the  lodges  to  allow  them  to  do  much 
for  the  Journal.  Inquiry  has  furnished 
information,  why  subscriptions  cannot  be 
secured:  "Just  held  a  ball  and  sold 
tickets;"  "just  got  out  an  advertising 
souvenir  and  sold  space;"  "just  held  a 
raffle  and  sold  tickets  and  they  won't  buy 
again  for  a  while,"  and  this  perhaps  is 
why  subscriptions  are  slow.  Try  and 
work  off  a  Journal  occasionally.  If  each 
agent  would  do  his  share  and  send  one 
subscription  a  month  it  would  mean  eight 
thousand  a  year,  which  would  be  three 
times  more  than  we  have  ever  had.  Will 
you  do  it.   [Others  find  it  difficult— Ed.] 

The  Illinois  Central  has  shown  a  more 
liberal  spirit  in  forming  a  basis  for  age 
limit  than  most  roads  that  have  adopted 
the  "age  lock  out,"  and  while  its  opera- 
tion still  keeps  many  able  bodied,  effi- 
cient men  out  of  service  whose  experience 
and  ability  would  contribute  much  to  the 
good  of  any  company,  it  leaves  the  door 
open  to  a  goodly  number  who  may  be  con- 
sidered in  the  prime  of  life.  The  follow- 
ing rule  has  been  adopted  by  the  direc- 
tors in  connection  with  the  new  pension 
department: 

No  person  inexperienced  in  railway  work 
over  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  no  ex- 
perienced person  over  forty  five  years  of 
age,  shall  hereafter  be  taken  into  the  ser- 
vice; provided,  however,  that  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  president  persons  may  tem- 
porarily be  taken  into  the  service  irre- 
spective of  age  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
six  months,  and  that  this  period  may  be 
extended,  if  necessary,  to  complete  the 
work  for  which  such  persons  were  origin- 
ally employed;  provided,  also,  that  with 
the  approval  of  the  board  of  directors, 
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persons  may  be  employed  indefinitely  ir- 
respective of  the  age  limit,  where  the 
service  to  be  rendered  requires  pro- 
fessional or  other  special  qualifications. 

An  important  decision  affecting  wage- 
earners,  garnishments,  bankrupts  and 
loan  agents  was  decided  by  Judge  Dunne 
of  Illinois.  He  ruled  that  assignments  of 
unearned  wages  as  security  for  money 
lent  will  not  be  enforced  in  the  courts. 

The  case  was  that  of  J.  H.  Mallin,  a 
clerk  employed  by  P.  D.  Armour  &  Co., 
who  borrowed  $150  from  C.  F.  Wenham,  a 
broker,  in  1898,  and  who  gave  to  Wenham 
an  assignment  of  his  wages  for  ten  years 
at  usurious  interest.  Later  Mallin  was 
adjudged  a  bankrupt,  and  the  broker  be- 
gan garnishment  proceedings,  which 
Armour  &  Co.  resisted.  The  judge  cited 
several  laws  that  protect  wage-earners, 
and  held  that  the  bankruptcy  proceedings 
alone  barred  collection  of  the  debt,  add- 
ing that  if  the  assignment  in  question  in 
this  case  be  upheld,  any  employer  or  em- 
ploye can  evade  and  avoid  the  Illinois 
laws  by  giving  or  accepting  such  an  as- 
signment at  any  time  before  the  wages 
were  earned.   Judge  Dunne  further  said: 

"If  a  laborer  or  employe  can  be  per- 
mitted to  mortgage  or  assign  absolutely 
his  whole  earning  capacity  for  ten  years 
in  advance,  he  can  be  permitted,  upon 
the  same  principle,  to  mortgage  or  assign 
his  earning  capacity  for  life.  If  this  be 
possible,  the  thirteenth  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 


which  declares  that  'neither  slavery  no 
involuntary  servitude  shall  exist  withii 
the  United  States, '  would  be  practical  1} 
nullified." 

A  perpetual  injunction  was  granted  re 
straining  collection  of  the  assignment. 


In  the  democracy  of  the  dead  all  mer 
at  last  are  equal.  There  is  neither  rani 
nor  station  nor  prerogative  in  the  re 
public  of  the  grave.  At  this  fatal  thresh 
old  the  philosopher  ceases  to  be  wise 
and  the  song  of  the  poet  is  silent.  Dive; 
relinquishes  his  millions,  and  Lazarus 
his  rags.  The  poor  man  is  as  rich  as  th< 
richest,  and  the  rich  man  as  poor  as  the 
pauper.  The  creditor  loses  his  usury 
and  the  debtor  is  acquitted  of  his  obli 

tation.  There  the  proud  man  surrender: 
is  dignities,  the  politician  his  honors 
the  worldling  his  pleasures;  the  invalit 
needs  no  physician,  and  the  laborer  rest.' 
from  unrequited  toil.  Here,  at  last,  i: 
nature's  final  decree  in  equity.  Th< 
wrongs  of  time  are  redressed,  injustice  i: 
expiated,  the  irony  of  fate  is  refuted,  the 
unequal  distribution  of  wealth,  honor 
capacity,  pleasure  and  opportunity,  whicl 
makes  life  so  cruel  and  inexplicable  j 
tragedy,  ceases  in  the  realms  of  death 
The  strongest  there  has  no  supremacy 
and  the  weakest  needs  no  defense.  T 1 
mightiest  captain  succumbs  to  the  in 
vincible  adversary,  who  disarms  alike  tht 
victor  and  the  vanquished.— The  Con 
servative. 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  is  not  correct,  detach  thi: 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us: 


Change  Ordered  by„_   

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS. 

Box  or  Street  and  No  

Postoflice  State. 

OLD  ADDRESS 

Postoflice  -  State. 


.Division  }io.. 


e  Sure  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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By  our  eeoy  payment  Ulan,  evert 
fatally  la  mul»r*tt  ulnumUnce* 
cart  awe  a  I'm  pl*no.  W a  allow  a 
liberal  dlaceunt  far  old  iBiirumiau 
It  i;-k.>|i.  M.M'iit.riln  rm. 
r**r  ktuit  Irt*  of  eitantt.  Toucan 


deal  wiihui  el  ■  dlataat  petal  Ike  •»  m- 
ea  la  Bo«l«t.  Sand  far  cetelegua  and 
fall  lata rmillon, 

t    VOSE  &  SONS  PIANO  CO.. 

lit  Ha.vi-'.o  Street.    -    •  Bostoa. 
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We  always  keep  ptao1*  Cttre  for  < 

colds.  The  children  beg  for  it.  We  i 
recommended  it  to  our  neighbor*. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  i I  ,*.  i  k  •'. 
Box  O,  August  a.  OkU.,  Sept.  5. 

Piso's  Core  for  Consumption  c 
my  daughter  of  an  awful  cough  whicl 
whooping  cough  bad  left  her  with.  | 
say  that  it  is  the  best  remedy  for  coi 

I  ever  used. 

A_Dy.ti.aBT  C.  PAKOaNBJI 

Conway.  Mich,.  Sent.  17. 
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THROUGH  A  WOMAN'S  APPEALo 

BY  W.  D.  ANDERSON. 


Lower  Yard  Shanty  was  not  upon  the 
time  card  nor  was  it  even  marked  npon 
any  map,  yet  there  was  not  a  man 
who  had  ever  traveled  through  the  terri- 
tory traversed  by  the  South  Shore  Line, 
either  in  search  of  work  or  in  the  service 
of  that  company,  but  could  find  his  way 
in  the  darkest  night  to  the  little  shanty 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  yards,  where  men 
in  all  branches  of  service  congregated  to 
talk  "shop."  Of  course  the  roundhouse 
was  well  patronized  in  this  respect,  and 
there  was  no  time,  day  or  night,  but  that 
at  least  two  persons  could  be  found  be- 
tween some  of  the  many  stalls  under  its 
roof;  but,  after  all,  they  were  not  to  be 
considered  in  comparison  to  the  repre- 
sentation that  thronged  the  "shanty." 
It  was  here  that  the  foundation  for  all 
changes  in  rules  and  time  card  first  found 
birth.  An  order  issued  by  the  manage- 
ment and  posted  upon  the  board  at  the 
shanty  met  with  instant  disfavor  if  its 
issuance  had  not  been  anticipated  and 
their  opinions  expressed  prior  to  its  being 
bulletined.  It  was  here  that  all  promo- 
tions were  first  conceived  and  the  ton- 
nage of  engines  figured  out  for  each  hill 
over  the  division ;  in  short,  everything 
was  done  here  except  the  making  out  of 
pay  rolls,  and  even  that  was  commented 
upon  at  times  by  extra  brakemen  and 
others  who  gathered  there. 

On  the  evening  upon  which  our  narra- 
tive opens  there  were  a  score  of  persons, 
representing  every  branch  of  train  serv- 
ice, in  the  shanty.  A  bulletin  had  been 
issued  that  came  to  them  as  unexpectedly 


as  if  a  thunder  bolt  had  fallen  amongs 

them.   It  read: 

"  To  Whom  it  Afay  Concern: 

Mr.  J.  E.  Roach  is  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  western  division,  vice  M. 
J.  George  transferred  to  other  duties. 
Mr.  Roach  will  assume  his  duties  on  May 
1st,  and  we  ask  that  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  all  employes  be  given  him." 

"Who  knows  anything  about  this  new 
super  that's  coming?  What  was  the  mat- 
ter with  M.  J.,  anyway?" 

It  was  Ted  Meek  who  made  this  in- 
quiry. Ted  pulled  the  limited  for  years, 
and  had  a  pedigree  of  every  railway 
official  of  any  note  throughout"  the  coun- 
try in  his  mind,  and  any  person  of  whom 
Ted  had  not  heard  was  booked  at  once 
as  a  know-nothing  or  college  production 
whose  knowledge  of  railroading  was  con- 
fined to  stories  he  had  read  rather  than 
to  practical  ideas. 

"Aye  bain  known  hem  way  out  en  Da- 
kotah.  He  bain  one  dam  mean  feller  by 
de  main  dere.  Hae  descharge  tree  main 
off  de  gang  one  night  cause  dey  seek. 
Hae  say  dey  drunk.  Dey  was  no  drunk 
no  more  like  aye." 

It  was  a  settled  conclusion  after  Ole 
Oleson  had  spoken  that  the  new  superin- 
tendent was  a  man  whom  they  might  ex- 
pect to  exercise  severe  discipline  over  his 
employes,  and  Ole  was  questioned  until 
the  shanty  occupants  had  formed  the 
basis  of  a  pedigree  for  their  new  super- 
intendent. 

The  day  finally  arrived  when  the  men 
had  the  opportunity  to  form  an  opinion 
of  their  new  superintendent  by  personal 
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contact.  He  was  stout  built,  of  dark 
complexion  and  piercing  black  eyes  that 
looked  from  beneath  heavy,  black,  shaggy 
brows.  A  black  moustache  covered  his 
lip  and  hid  a  cynical  smile  that  seemed 
to  lurk  there.  His  greeting  to  those  he 
met  was  inclined  to  be  formal,  notwith- 
standing his  attempt  at  friendliness.  As 
he  was  presented  to  old  Denny  Murdoch, 
who  watched  over  the  yards  days,  and 
and  who  has  rendered  efficient  service  for 
fifteen  years  as  general  yardmaster,  he 
said: 

"It  is  my  purpose  to  infuse  some  new 
blood  into  these  yards  and  introduce 
economic  features  that  will  do  away  with 
considerable  superfluous  help  employed, 
Mr.  Murdoch.  I  will  see  you  again,  but 
in  the  meanwhile  you  may  cast  around 
and  see  where  we  can  make  a  saving  in 
this  respect,  and  I  will  hear  what  propo- 
sitions you  may  have  to  offer." 

"We're  working  the  yards  now  on  short 
force,  Mr.  Roach.  There  stands  siventy 
cars  over  beyant  the  chute  now  that 
ought  to  be  weighed  and  twinty-four 
transfers  to  be  delivered,  but  ivery  ingine 
is  in  service  this  blissed  minute  and 
we're  getting  crowded  more  and  more 
ivery  day.  We've  orders  now  to  pull  off 
one  crew  ivery  afternoon  till  further 
orders,  so  ye  can  see  how  things  are  your- 
self." 

"So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge 
the  work  is  not  assigned  properly,  for  I 
see  a  pony  now  over  there  that  is  stand- 
ing idle.  This  shows  lack  of  manage- 
ment on  some  one's  part,  and  as  general 
yardmaster  I  shall  expect  you  to  advise 
some  remedy." 

"If  ye  will  paardon  me  suggestion,  Mr. 
Roach,  the  yard  is  too  small  or  ilse  the 
tracks  ain't  right  for  both  to  worruk  at 
the  same  time.  They  can't  both  worruk 
on  a  single  lead,  ye  know,  and  ivery  train 
or  ingine  going  to  the  house  or  up  into 
the  upper  yards  must  go  through  the 
puzzle  beyant  the  bridge.  The  work  hez 
got  to  stop  then." 

"I  will  hear  any  suggestions  you  may 
offer  on  next  Thursday,  but  I  cannot  con- 
sider any  proposition  to  make  any  changes 
at  present." 

As  he  walked  away,  Denny  scratched 
his  head  and  muttered : 

"If  it's  new  blood  he  wants  to  run 


these  yards  with  less  foorce,  he'll  no 
find  the  same  in  Denny  Murdoch's  veins.' 

One  by  one  the  men  who  met  the  nev 
superintendent  went  away  with  conflict 
ing  emotions,  some  resenting  and  others 
boldly  asserting  that  they  would  nevei 
put  up  with  any  such  ideas  as  he  hac 
proposed  to  carry  out.  They  gathered  ii 
little  knots  about  the  Shanty  and  dis 
cussed  the  new  situation  that  confronted 
them  in  the  establishment  of  the  nev 
ideas  that  were  to  revolutionize  thos< 
methods  that  had  been  productive  of  sucl 
good  results  for  so  many  years  on  th< 
South  Shore. 

"Here  comes  Will  Bate  man,"  said  one 
"let's  hear  what  he  has  to  say." 

"That's  so;  Will  has  fought  our  battle! 
for  us  and  knows  about  how  the  manage 
ment  feels  toward  the  men,  and  for  one  '. 
am  willing  to  do  what  he  says  in  this 
matter." 

"You  are  just  the  fellow  we  want  to  see 
Bateman.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  o 
the  changes  that  the  new  super  intend: 
to  make?" 

"Yes,  I  have  heard  some  talk  of  cur 
tailing  expenses  where  it  seems  impossi 
ble  now  to  make  them,  and  have  heard  o 
some  new  rules  that  he  proposes  to  makt 
curtailing  the  privileges  that  we  have  en 
joyed  heretofore  in  train  service." 

"What  is  your  opinion?" 

"Well,  Jevins,  you  are  an  old  engineer 
and  you,  too,  Mathews;  but  I  have  n< 
hesitation  in  saying  to  you  that  you  wil 
find  it  to  your  advantage  to  live  up  to  th< 
letter  Jaid  down  by  the  new  superintend 
ent.  If  those  rules  prove  disastrous  h< 
will  be  called  upon  to  answer,  not  us 
Let  each  one  of  us  do  as  nearly  right  as 
we  can  without  making  any  complain 
and  you  will  reach  the  end  more  satisfac 
torily  and  more  surely  than  if  we  went  t< 
bucking  his  orders.  Will  you  try  it 
boys?" 

"That  we  will,  old  boy;  but  if  his  recorc 
comes  straight  we  may  look  for  a  few 
sacrifices  to  impress  us  with  his  authority 
We  don't  want  to  see  any  one  go,  and  ii 
it  comes  to  the  worst  the  conductors  wil 
expect  you  to  take  up  their  cases  witt 
the  management." 

"You  may  depend  upon  me,  but  I  wanl 
you  all  to  serve  faithfully,  so  that  I  will 
have  some  merit  upon  which  to  base  s 
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plea  in  case  you  are  disciplined   too  that  Mr.  George  Roach  would  succeed 

severely."  Mr.  Denny  Murdoch  as  general  yardmas- 

"Count  me  in,"  said  one.  ter  of  the  lower  and  upper  yards,  and 

'•And  me,  and  me,"  said  others.  that  the  supervision  of  the  middle  yards 

The  day  for  suggestions  came  and  went  would  be  under  Mr.  Murdoch,  who  would 


without  Denny  showing  up  at  the  office. 
Work  in  the  yards  was  carried  on  upon 
the  same  lines  that  had  been  followed  for 
two  weeks  longer,  then  came  the  notice 


report  to  Mr.  George  Roach. 

"That's  the  ould  man's  son,  and  he's  a 
foine  b'y,"  said  Denny,  giving  Bateman  a 
sly  wink  one  evening  as  the  crowd  stood 
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listening  to  catch  the  latest  gossip.  "But, 
Billie,  what  do  yez  think  of  th'  order 
about  the  sthoppin  of  the  flyer?" 

"Well,  Denny,  that  order  is  all  right. 
It  intends  to  keep  the  track  clear  of  the 
flyer  and  I  don't  believe  that  anything 
short  of  dismissal  would  make  the  boys 
keep  out  of  her  block  and  take  absolutely 
no  risk  whatever  on  that  train's  time. 
She  is  our  competing  train  with  New 
York  and  I  believe  that  the  old  man  is 
justified  in  making  it  good  and  strong." 

"Thot's  all  right,  Billie,  but  it's  not 
you  nor  some  other  of  the  likes  of  ye  thot 
will  git  on  her  toime.  It'll  be  some  poor 
divil  who  has  the  divil's  own  luck,  now 
see  if  it  don't." 

The  infusion  of  new  blood  and  the  in- 
troduction of  new  ideas  worked  dis- 
astrously notwithstanding  the  earnest  ef- 
forts of  the  men  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution. The  old  man,  as  he  was  com- 
monly known  among  the  men,  attempted 
to  supervise  the  work  but  try  as  he  might 
there  were  the  most  grievous  delays  con- 
stantly piling  up  which  kept  not  only  his 
office  force  busy  answering  correspond- 
ence but  kept  the  men  in  a  fever  of  ex- 
citement which  added  to  the  many 
blunders  that  were  making  a  sorry  condi- 
tion of  affairs.  It  was  during  this  condi- 
tion of  affairs  and  while  in  a  most  vexa- 
tious mood  that  word  came  that  John 
Geyer  had  stopped  the  flyer. 

Ordinarily  a  message  with  such  a 
rythmic  jingle  would  have  been  taken  up 
and  "John  Geyer  stopped  the  flyer"  been 
made  a  by- word  to  hurl  at  that  individual 
at  every  opportunity,  but  under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  had  an  opposite  effect  and 
all  were  sorry  to  hear  such  news  and 
when  Denny  saw  Bateman  coming  down 
through  the  yard  he  called  him  and  said: 

"Johnie  Geyer  got  the  ax.  The  ould 
mon  niwer  axed  any  questions— just  fired 
him  bodily.  Didn't  Oi  tell  yez,  Billie, 
that  some  poor  divil  would  git  struck? 
Oh,  worra,  worra!   Et's  too  bad." 

Nothing  short  of  death  could  have  cast 
such  a  gloom  over  the  men  as  they  met  at 
the  shanty  and  talked  in  low  tones  over 
the  unfortunate  dismissal  of  one  of  their 
number. 

"They  say,"  said  Fred  Sears,  "that  he 
crossed  over  from  the  east  bound  to  the 
west  bound  on  the  supposition  that  5  was 


late.  He  had  one  hour  of  her  time  and 
when  Bailey  came  along  he  asked  Geyer 
how  much  time  he  had  on  5,  John  told 
him  one  hour  and  then  Bailey  hollered 
back  in  fnn,  'I've  got  two.'  John  took 
him  at  his  word  and  went  out  on  main 
track  and  before  he  could  get  his  flag  in 
he  had  stopped  5.  So  you  see  how  the 
thing  stands." 

"Vos  fife  nit  late?"  asked  Jake  Heiler. 

"Yes;  he  had  used  his  hour  and  was  in 
to  clear  but  when  Bailey  hollered  two 
hours  he  had  some  work  to  do  and  got 
out  on  main  line." 

"I  dink  me  dot  Paily  mit  his  tamn  fool- 
ishness vas  to  plame  for  des.  Ven  I  be 
sbeneral  manager  I  shusht  put  de  plame 
vere  et  belong  und  I  say  to  Pailey,  I  ax 
you  ven  I  vant  you  to  dees  patch  trains." 

There  was  a  heartv  laugh  at  Jake's  way 
of  disciplining,  but  there  were  those  pres- 
ent who  saw  the  serious  side  of  Jake's 
argument  and  it  was  concurred  in  that  he 
was  right  in  principle  at  least  if  not  in 

practice. 

#      #      #      *      »     »  * 

Nine  months  rolled  by.  The  vacancy 
caused  by  the  dismissal  of  Geyer  was  filled 
by  one  next  in  line  for  promotion  and  the 
surface  of  affairs  once  more  became  calm 
leaving  no  more  indication  of  its  having 
been  disturbed  than  the  tiny  pebble  that 
ruffles  the  calm  surface  of  the  lake  for  a 
moment,  gradually  assuming  its  calm  with 
each  receding  wave.  Winter  now  came 
and  with  it  hardship  to  many  who  had  to 
face  its  chilly  winds  while  working  their 
way  over  the  road  under  the  vicissitudes 
which  follow  a  life  on  the  rail.  But  even 
those  so  engaged  had  little  to  complain 
of  as  compared  to  poor  Geyer  whose  ap- 
peal for  work  met  with  discouragement  at 
every  turn. 

It  was  one  cold,  bleak  night  in  Decem- 
ber while  Will  Bateman  was  sitting  with 
his  family  around  the  cozy  hearth  and 
congratulating  himself  that  he  was  to 
have  a  night  in  the  "straw,"  that  the  con- 
versation turned  to  John  Geyer  and  his 
unfortunate  condition. 

"Have  you  ever  made  any  attempt,  hus- 
band, to  have  him  reinstated?"  Mrs. 
Bateman  asked. 

"Our  laws  are  such  that  unless  the  Di- 
vision finds  in  a  case  a  cause  for  com- 
plaint because  of  an  unjust  decision,  that 

Digitized  by  Google 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


531 


i  cannot  make  a  grievance  of  it,  and 
lile  I  would  be  willing  to  ask  for  John's 
instatement,  there  is  no  just  ground 
•on  which  we  can  make  such  request. 
;  understands  this  and  has  admitted 


Geyer  to  accept  a  loaf  of  my  bread  which 
I  assured  her  was  a  sample  of  my  good 
luck.  I  happened  in  just  as  they  were 
sitting  down  to  tea  and  I  could  scarcely 
keep  back  my  tears  when  I  saw  what  had 


at  he  has  no  hope  in  that  connection." 
"But,  husband,  I  hear  that  they  are 
taally  in  want.  He  is  too  proud  to 
cept  charity  and  it  was  only  by  a  little 
se  that  I  succeeded  in  getting  Mrs. 


been  provided  for  those  two  hungryjlittle 
mouths  to  say  nothing  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Geyer.  Why.  don't  you  know,  three  small 
potatoes  and  a  heel  of  bread,  some  pepper 
and  salt,  was  all  in  the  world  they  had  for 
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supper!  I  left  my  small  donation  wishing 
it  were  a  hundred  times  as  much." 

•'We  have  offered  him  a  check  on  our 
bank  account,  but  he  refuses  all,  saying 
that  he  don't  want  charity,  but  work. 
What  can  we  do?  I  am  sure  that  if  it  were 
possible  to  find  a  job  for  him  I  would  do 
so,  but  his  age  is  against  him  and  besides 
he  has  a  crippled  hand  and  all  these 
things  tell  against  the  poor  fellow.  It  is 
such  as  he  that  sacrifice  their  own  lives 
when  the  limit  is  reached  and  I  fear  he  is 
reaching  that  end." 

"Don't  you  think  that  you  could  do  some- 
thing for  him  if  you  plead  for  him  before 
the  general  manager  on  your  next  com- 
mittee session— will  you  try— for  my  sake, 
for  the  sake  of  those  little  children?" 

"Yes,  Madge,  I  will  try,  but  I  know  what 
his  answer  will  be;  still  he  can  do  no  more 
than  refuse  me.  I  will  meet  the  general 
tomorrow  and  I  promise  you  that  I  will 
avail  myself  of  the  first  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  impress  upon  his  mind  the  des- 
titute condition  of  that  family  and  beg 
that  he  give  Geyer  employment  of  some 
sort." 

Mrs.  Bateman  put  her  arms  around  her 

husband's  neck  and  said: 

"May  God  reward  your  efforts,  for  their 

condition  is  truly  pitiful." 

»      *      #      #     #     *  * 

"Come  in,  gentlemen;  make  yourselves 
at  home.  I  received  your  note  asking  for 
an  audience  on  certain  matters  relating 
to  Branch  pay.  That  is  the  object  of  this 
visit  is  it  not?" 

Phillip  Rollins,  the  general  manager  of 
the  South  Shore,  wheeled  around  in  his 
chair  and  stroked  his  fine  gray  mustache, 
while  his  keen  eyes  seemed  to  read  the 
very  thoughts  of  those  about  him.  He 
had  a  kind  face,  yet  those  gray  eyes  and 
the  square  cut  chin  betokened  a  deter- 
mination that  was  hard  to  conquer. 

"It  was,"  said  Will  Bateman. 

"I  believe  I  have  said  once  before  that 
we  are  willing  to  pay  as  much  as  our 
neighbors  who  are  similarly  situated  and 
whose  conditions  are  the  same  as  our  own. 
I  have  made  careful  study  of  the  situa- 
tion and  find  that  we  are  now  paying  our 
conductors  more  money  than  those  lines 
adjacent  to  our  line  and  even  more  than 
some  lines  whose  men  run  more  miles 
and  whose  work  is  much  harder.   I  am 


willing  to  listen,  however,  to  any  suggc 
tions  you  may  have  to  offer  in  this  i 
spect." 

Then   followed   a  line   of  argume 
backed  up  by  figures  taken  from  otb 
lines,  showing  rates  and  conditions 
such  territory  as  compared  most  near 
with  their  own.  An  eloquent  appeal  f< 
lowed  to  lay  aside  averages  and  consid 
the  system  by  divisions,  measuring  the 
work  and  pay  by  the  work  and  pay 
neighboring  roads  whose  conditions  we 
the  same.   Little  by  little  Bateman  ke 
gaining  ground  until  he  saw  the  line 
defense  thrown  up  by  the  general  ma 
ager  begin  to  waver.  At  last  it  came : 

"All  right,  boys,  we  will  give  you  wh 
you  want  for  the  North  and  W< 
branches,  but  we  cannot  agree  upon  t 
proposition  for  the  Middle,  South  ai 
East  branches.  How  will  that  stri 
you?" 

"We  thank  you  very  kindly  for  the  co 
cessions  you  have  made  and  we  feel  so 
that  the  boys  will  thank  you,  too.  Soci 
conditions  are  constantly  changing,  y 
know,  and  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  t 
times  we  must  have  access  to  tho 
things  which  make  us  better  men,  bett 
servants  and  better  citizens.  This  tak 
money,  and  when  conditions  in  our  wo 
warrant  an  increase  now  and  then  1 
come  to  you  hoping  to  convince  you 
this  necessity,"  said  Bateman,  laughic 

"That's  right,  William.  Have  I  e\ 
turned  you  boys  away  on  a  just  co 
plaint?"  he  asked,  while  a  smile  twinkl 
in  his  eyes. 

"Never,  sir." 

"Well,  I  hope  I  never  will,  either.  N< 
be  good  boys  and  go  home  and  wat 
your  duties  carefully.  How  are  the  bo 
getting  along  on  your  division,  William 

"Pretty  good,  with  one  exception." 

"And  that  exception?" 

"It  is  rather  painful  to  speak  about 
sir,  for  it  brings  to  mind  her  who  plead 
with  me  before  I  came.  She  whom  I  ha 
never  denied  a  wish  in  my  life,  yet  wer 
to  speak  now  I  must  say  to  you  that 
would  be  without  any  authority  fr< 
those  I  represent.  Our  laws  are  such, 
I  have  told  you,  that  we  cannot  consic 
a  grievance  until  our  local  bodies  ha 
constituted  it  a  grievance  after  thorou 
investigation  of  its  merits.   The  exct 
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on  I  referred  to  is  one  which  we  have 
irned  down." 

"And  yet  there  mnst  be  something  in 
le  case  or  she  of  whom  you  speak  would 


i 
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c 


c 

! 

? 
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3t  have  asked  you  to  intercede?"  said 
ie  general  manager,  half  inquiringly. 
Let  me  hear  what  you  have  in  mind." 
"I  refer  to  the  Geyer  case— we  have 
jver  brought  it  to  your  attention,  but 


perhaps  you  remember  his  error  in  stop- 
ping No.  5?" 

"Oh,  yes.  That  was  a  serious  error, 
too,  and  one  which,  at  the  time,  struck 


me  as  one  of  unwarranted  carelessness. 
That  train  must  be  protected  and  it  was 
decided  that  any  negligence  shown  which 
in  any  way  contributed  to  its  delay,  or  to 
its  safety  in  particular,  must  meet  with 
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summary  punishment.  Geyer,  unfor- 
tunately, was  guilty  of  both  charges  and 
we  had  to  let  him  go."  . 

"I  have  no  plea  to  make  for  him;  under 
our  laws  we  can  make  none;  he  pleads 
guilty  himself  and  does  not  ask  to  be  re- 
turned to  duty." 

"Well!  And  what  is  Johnie  doing  now?" 

"He  has  done  everything  he  could  find 
to  do.  He  is  independent  and  will  not 
accept  charity  and  his  earnings  have  not 
been  sufficient  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door.  Still  he  holds  his  head  up  proudly 
and  hopes  that  with  the  dawn  of  each 
day  something  will  turn  up  to  bring  in  a 
bite  to  the  little  mouths  that  often  go  to 
bed  hungry." 

"Well,  well!  I  hope  it's  not  that  bad, 
William?" 

"Mrs.  Bateman  came  away  from  there 
night  before  last  and  told  me  that  three 
small  potatoes  and  a  heel  of  bread  con- 
stituted their  evening  meal.  That,  you 
will  admit,  would  not  feed  one,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  two  hungry  mouths  and 
empty  stomachs  whose  possessors  don't 
understand  why  they  must  be  sent  to  bed 
hungry." 

Phillip  Rollins  arose  from  his  chair 
and  paced  the  floor  He  seemed  to  be 
trying  to  fix  his  gaze  upon  something  far 
up  the  street,  while  at  the  same  time 
clearing  his  throat  of  a  sudden  hoarse- 
ness. 

"Yes,  that  is  truly  a  sad  condition  of 
affairs,"  he  said  almost  inaudibly. 

"We  believe  that  the  poor  fellow  could 
endure  privation  and  suffering  with  a 
smile  were  it  not  for  the  haunting  eyes  of 
the  hungry  little  ones.  He  has  a  noble 
wife,  too,  who  shares  every  burden  he 
has  to  bear,  but  even  she,  too,  is  showing 
the  privations  she  has  borne.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  Johnie  heartily  repents  his 
error  and  that  its  enormity  will  never  be 
lost  upon  him.  Wherever  he  goes  he  will 
carry  with  him  an  experience  that  will 
make  him  a  valuable  servant  to  those 
who  employ  him.  He  will  never  make 
such  an  error  again." 

"Would  you  vouch  for  him  not  doing 
so,  William?"  said  Mr.  Rollins,  turning 
suddenly  on  his  heel. 

"I  certainly  would,  sir." 

There  was  a  suspicious  moisture  in  the 
eyes  of  the  old  man  as  he  said: 


"I  believe  he  will  make  us  just  as  valu- 
able a  servant  as  any  other  company.  I 
can  appreciate  the  condition  you  describe 
that  exists  in  his  family,  and  I  feel 
deeply  for  him.  I  cannot  bear  to  think 
of  taking  home  your  suggestions,  yet 
we  all  imagine  ourselves  placed  in 
similar  circumstances  at  times  if  we  are 
human  ,  and  then  our  hearts  must  respond. 
I  am  going  to  be  guided  by  your  impres- 
sions in  this  matter.  You  say  you  vouch 
for  him;  I  can  almost  say  as  much  my- 
self." Then  he  touched  a  button,  which 
was  answered  by  his  chief  clerk.  "Mr. 
Brown,  you  may  make  out  a  voucher  for 
John  Geyer  for  a  full  month's  pay.  You 
will  also  wire  Mr.  Roach  that  he  is  rein- 
stated, the  reinstatement  taking  effect  the 
first  of  this  month,  together  with  all 
rights  he  enjoyed  before  his  dismissal.  I 
guess  this  will  fix  him  out  all  right;  don't 
you  think  so,  William?" 

It  was  Bateman's  turn  to  walk  the  floor 
now  and  look  up  the  street  at  signs  which 
appeared  blurred  and  indistinct.  He  could 
only  nod  bis  head  in  assent. 

"Perhaps,"  said  Mr.  Rollins,  "you 
would  like  to  take  the  check  with  yon; 
for  possibly  it  might  not  reach  him  other- 
wise before  Monday,  and  with  the  amount 
called  for  on  this  check  he  need  not  sut" 
fer  for  those  things  that  fill  the  inner 
man." 

"Yes  sir;  I  will  be  pleased  to  do  that, 
and  if  you  please  I  would  like  to  carry  a 
copy  of  the  order  for  his  reinstatement 
with  me,  too." 

In  a  few  moments  Will  had  both  in  his 
possession*  and,  as  he  grasped  the  old 
man's  hand,  he  tried  to  utter  his  thanks, 
but  his  voice  failed.  He  stood  speech- 
less clasping  the  hand  he  held  in  both 
his  own  until  relieved  by  Mr.  Rollins, 
who  said: 

"I  understand,  William;  I  understand. 
Tell  the  boys  to  be. good  and  watch  out— 
don't  take  any  chances.". 

"I  will  tell  them  sir— I  will— God  bless 
you." 

There  were  tears  in  the  eyes  of  all  as 
the  committee  filed  out  of  the  office,  and 
it  was  not  until  all  had  proceeded  quite  a 
distance  that  George  Ashley  spoke. 

"Boys,  that  was  the  noblest  victory  ever 
won." 

"But  what  will  Mr.  Roach  say  about 
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e  many  reversals  of  his  decisions  with 
11  pay  for  his  men  for  time  lost,"  said 
1.  Robinson,  who  had  cause  to  feel 
ppy  in  this  respect. 
'Boys,  you  must  not  refer  to  that  exult- 


serious  errors  that,  in  my  opinion,  will 
be  the  cause  of  his  removal  sooner  or 
later.  Until  that  time  comes  treat  him 
courteously  and  say  nothing  to  any  per- 
son about  our  victory." 


gly  or  use  oar  influence  with  the  old 
an  in  defiance  to  Mr.  Roach's  wishes, 
is  neither  honorable  nor  right  to  glory 
rer  another's  downfall.  Of  course  we  are 
ght,  bat  Mr.  Roach  has  made  some 


"But  the  boys  will  find  out  sooner  or 
later  what  we  have  done,"  said  George. 

"That  is  true,  but  let  no  word  of  yours 
be  spoken  to  indicate  contempt  for  the 
ma  a  who  is  our  superior  officer." 

Digitized  by  Goog 


538 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


"The  boys  ought  to  know  the  part  you 
took  in  winning  this  case,"  said  Ed. 

"You  will  never  get  half  the  credit  due 
you  if  you  don't  explain  to  them,"  said 
George. 

"It  is  enough  that  I  have  done  my  duty. 
I  am  not  looking  for  bouquets." 

Then  they  parted,  each  one  going  in  a 
direction  that  would  take  him  to  his 
home.  Will  took  the  limited  toward  Chi- 
cago; the  others  went  another  direction. 
His  mind  was  busy  picturing  the  happi- 
ness his  tidings  would  bring,  and  scarcely 
realizing  the  flight  of  time  or  the  distance 
traveled,  he  soon  found  himself  at  the 
end  of  his  journey  amid  the  bustle  and 
din  that  is  common  at  all  terminals  where 
engines  are  changed  and  where  inspectors 
and  baggagemen  seem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  making  the  loudest  din.  Will's 
mind  was  centered  upon  one  thought. 

"I  am  just  in  time  to  find  them  at  sup- 
per; I  wonder  what  Johnie  will  say,"  he 
was  saying  to  himself  as  he  turned  to  his 
left  around  the  corner  that  led  to  their 
little  home.  "I  will  not  stop,  to  rap;  I 
will  go  around  the  house  and  walk  right 
in,  just  as  if  I  were  at  home." 

As  Will  reached  a  spot  where  the 
light  was  streaming  from  the  window  he 
halted  and  looked  within.  He  heard  a 
strong,  manly  voice  raised  in  prayer, 
thanking  Him  above  for  his  mercies  and 
asking  blessings  upon  the  humble  morsel 
of  which  they  were  about  to  partake. 
When  the  bowed  heads  were  raised  Will 
lifted  the  latch  and  walked  in. 

"Just  in  time  for  supper  and  I'm  hungry 
as  a  wood  chopper.  Just  got  back  from 
headquarters,  and  I  always  long  for  some 
home  made  grub  after  such  trips,"  be 
said  cheerily. 

"You  are  welcome  to  my  share,  Will," 
said  John,  "though  I  allow  it  will  not  be 
much  when  the  babies  get  through.  The 
babies  first,  you  know,  and  big  folks  last," 
he  said  with  a  laugh  that  had  an  almost 
bitter  ring  in  it. 

As  Will  looked  upon  the  table,  with  its 
clean,  white  spread  and  shining  dishes, 
he  noted  that  the  repast  consisted  of  a 
few  boiled  potatoes,  some  pepper  and 
salt.  There  was  no  bread.  A  glass  of 
water  took  the  place  of  coffee  or  tea  at 
each  plate,  and  yet  he  heard  no  com- 
plaint. 


"I  will  decline  at  this  time,  Brotl 
John,  to  accept  your  kind  hospitality  a 
at  the  same  time  present  you  with  this 
handing  him  the  check  that  Mr.  Roll: 
had  presented,  "that  you  may  be  bet 
able  to  extend  a  more  liberal  hospital 
when  I  come  next  time." 

"I  must  ask  that  you  excuse  me  fr« 
accepting  it.   I  am  hard  up  just  now  a 
need  money,  but  I  am  too  proud  to 
cept  charity.    I  want  work,"  he  sa 
shoving  the  check  away  from  him.  "1 

the  boys  of  Division  that  I  tha 

them  from  my  heart  as  I  have  thanl 
them  before  for  their  generous  offers 
assist  me.   I  must  decline  them  now.' 

"But,  Brother  John,  this  check  do 
come  from  the  Division;  it  comes  fn 
the  company.   It  is  yours." 

"The  company,  you  say?  They  do 
owe  me  a  cent,  do  they  Ethel?  They  p« 
me  every  cent  I  had  coming  when  I  j 
let  out." 

"Yes,  that's  true,  Mr.  Bateman.  Th< 
is  some  mistake,"  she  said,  arising  a 
approaching  the  corner  of  the  table  wht 
the  check  lay.  "Why  John!  It  reads  ' 
for  services  rendered  during  the  mor 
of  November.'  You  have  been  idle  ni 
months  and  rendered  no  service  in  tl 
month." 

"Well,  Mrs.  Geyer,  I  must  inform  y 
that  this  check  is  a  part  of  the  resu 
obtained  during  our  session  with  t 
management.  It  is  yours  to  do  with 
you  like,  and  if  the  services  of  Jo 
had  not  been  such  in  the  past  as  to  w 
rant  this  payment  as  a  premium  on  1 
long  hours  and  faithful  work  he  wot 
never  have  gotten  it.  It  has  been  w 
earned.  Take  it." 

John's  head  bowed  upon  his  han< 
•while  his  wife's  arms  stole  about  his  net 
The  sweet  little  girls  looked  upon  the  j< 
ous  scene  and  then  at  their  father's  fat 
They  could  not  understand  why  tec 
should  stream  from  his  eyes  and  tb 
wept  silently  in  sympathy  with  hi 
Brushing  them  away  he  grasped  Will 
the'hand  and  said: 

"Will,  this  comes  like  a  God-send  to 
now.  You  see  all  we  have  left  to  eat.  1 
were  down  to  bed  rock  as  the  boys  S£ 
But  thank  God,  babies,  you  shall  ha 
enough  to  eat  while  this  lasts,  and 
that  time  I  hope  I  can  strike  a  job." 
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"Perhaps,  Brother  John,  this  will  please  "What  does  this  mean?    Oh,  John!" 

'on,  too.   I  don't  like  to  spring  too  many  Then  she  broke  down  in  convulsive  sobs, 

iurprises  at  one  time,  bnt  I  can't  help  "Is  it  bad  news,  Brother  Will?  tell  me! 

loing  it  this  time,"  said  Will,  presenting  Why  did  you  let  her  read  it?" 

he  order  for  John's  reinstatement.  Then  he  grasped  the  paper  and  took  in 


"Read  it  Ethel;  my  eyes  are  misty.  You 
ee  these  surprises  are  hard  on  the  eyes," 
le  said,  trying  to  smile. 

Mrs.  Geyer  dried  her  eyes  on  a  corner 
>f  her  apron  and  read  the  order. 


its  import  in  another  moment.  His  strong 
frame  shook  as  he  stood  clasping  Will's 
hands  in  both  his  own,  while  big  tears 
coursed  their  way  down  his  cheeks.  Mrs. 
Geyer  now  arose  and  placed  one  arm  on 


Digitized  by 


538 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


the  shoulder  of  their  benefactor  and  the 
other  encircled  the  neck  of  her  hushand. 
It  was  indeed  a  happy,  yet  heart- touching 
scene.  When  their  tears  had  subsided, 
Will  said: 

"You  understand  that  this  restores  you 
to  your  own  run  and  your  old  car  and 
crew.  As  that  run  leaves  Monday  morn- 
ing at  the  same  old  time,  I  would  suggest 
that  you  make  a  trip  to  the  butcher  shop 
and  the  grocery  and  lay  in  such  things  as 
you  will  need  for  lunch  and  over  Sun- 
day." 

"That's  right,  Ethel.  Bundle  up  the 
babies  and  we  will  get  down  to  market  as 
soon  as  we  can.  I  can't  think  what  to 
say  to  you  now,  Will,  for  your  kindness, 
but  you  know  how  much  I  appreciate  it 
without  a  word,  don't  you?" 

"I  am  not  entitled  to  a  bit  of  credit  for 
this.  Madge  made  me  promise  to  bring 
the  case  up— bless  her  dear  heart— and  to 
her  you  owe  any  thanks  you  may  feel.  It 
was  she  who  'put  me  next,'  as  the  boys 
say,  and  with  such  material  to  work  on  I 
had  but  to  state  the  case  to  Mr.  Rollins, 
and  he  did  the  rest.   He  told  me  to  hand 


you  this  check  with  his  kindest  wishes 
and  asked  me  to  tell  you  to  be  a  good  bo 
and  attend  to  business  hereafter.  And 
vouched  for  you  that  you  would.  Goo 
night,  now.    This  is  the  happiest  case 
ever  took  up  and  the  easiest  one  won." 
•  •****«•* 

There  is  nothing  of  much  moreMnteres 
to  relate  unless  we  may  say  that  Joh: 
Geyer  never  gave  reason  to  doubt  th 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  geners 
manager  nor  took  any  chances  that  foi 
feited  the  assurance  given  to  the  genera 
manager  by  Will  Bateman. 

Mr.  Roach  was  soon  removed,  and  ii 
his  place  came  a  man  whose  noble  trait 
of  character  and  excellent  system  of  dis 
cipline  soon  raised  him  higher  in  the  es 
teem  of  the  management,  and  today  h 
enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  ever 
employe  under  him/ 

Mr.  Rollins  is  still  alive  and  beloved  b 
every  employe  under  him.  They  loo! 
with  regret  upon  that  kindly  face  tha 
time  is  making  inroads  upon  and  hop 
that  he  may  be  long  spared  to  them,  th 
most  noble  of  benefactors. 


INTERESTING 

The  monthly  review  of  the  internal 
commerce  of  the  United  States  under* 
taken  by  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics in  its  monthly  publication,  the  Sum- 
mary of  Commerce  and  Finance,  summar- 
izes in  its  opening  pages  the  principal 
features  of  the  internal  commerce  of  the 
country  during  the  first  quarter  of  the 
current  year.  On  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
one  of  the  more  important  announce- 
ments is  that  of  the  addition  of  Portland, 
Me.,  to  the  list  of  contract  ports  entitled 
to  the  lowest  marine  insurance  rates. 
This  addition  gives  the  Atlantic  coast 
six  grain-shipping  ports  of  the  first  rank, 
so  far  as  safety  of  navigation  goes.  The 
list  at  present  includes  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  New- 
port News  and  Portland.  The  placing  of 
Portland  on  the  contract  list  gives  occa- 
sion to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this 
port  has  recently  been  provided  with  a 

u-class  grain  inspection  system;  that 


its  pilotage  system  has  been  much  im 
proved  to  meet  the  requirements  of  th 
increasing  size  of  freight  and  passenge 
steamships  engaged  in  its  trans-Atlanti 
service,  and  that  greatly  enlarged  termi 
nal  facilities,  such  as  piers,  docks,  ware 
houses  and  grain  elevators  have  addei 
another  deep-water  harbor  to  the  Atlan 
tic  coast. 

The  lake  season  in  ore  traffic  open: 
with  one  new  dock  of  modern  desigi 
added  to  the  already  marvelous  equip 
ment  at  the  Lake  Superior  points  of  ship 
ments  of  iron  ores.  The  Chicago,  Mil 
waukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway,  byway  of  th 
new  Escanaba  &  Lake  Superior  Railway 
from  Channing  to  Escanaba,  gains  acces 
to  the  ore-handling  business  on  the  uppe 
lakes.  The  company  completed  its  on 
dock  at  Escanaba  in  October,  1900,  bu 
too  late  to  figure  prominently  in  tha 
year's  movement.  This  pier  is  the  twenty 
third  in  number  at  the  seven  great  ship 
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ping  ports— Duluth,  Two  Harbors,  Esca- 
naba,  Superior,  Marquette,  Ashland  and 
Gladstone. 

The  new  St.  Paul  pier  is  750  feet  long, 
52  feet  wide  at  the  top  and  66#  feet  high 
above  water.    There  are  120  pockets,  and 


Disputes  relative  tp  wages  have  fre- 
quently interfered  with  the  even  move- 
ment of  traffic  on  the  lakes,  though  not 
more  so  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
country.  Nevertheless,  these  disputes 
have  the  effect  of  interfering  greatly  with 


its  capacity  is  28,000  tons  of  ore.  The 
dock  carries  four  railway  tracks.  This 
addition  to  the  storage  capacity  of  the  ore 
piers  at  the  upper  lakes  will  bring  the 
total  equipment  up  to  820,000  tons  capacity 
available  for  the  season  of  1901. 


the  opportunities  of  transportation  which 
are  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  summer 
season.  Anything,  therefore,  which  re- 
moves from  the  relations  of  the  employ- 
ers and  employes  a  cause  or  occasion  of 
disagreement  mus    be  considered  as  a 
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more  favorable  outlook  for  the  future. 
The  recent  agreement  between  the  Lum- 
ber Vessel  Carriers*  Association,  repre- 
senting the  lumber-carrying  firms  on  the 
lakes,  with  the  delegates  of  the  Long- 
shoremen's Union  lays  the  basis  for  a 
permanent  understanding  between  these 
two  interests  so  closely  connected  with 
the  lumber  trade.  The  agreement  in 
question  provides:  1.  That  the  rate  of 
wages  be  50  cents  per  hour  during  the  en- 
tire season  of  1901  for  the  loading  of  lum- 
ber, laths,  shingles,  and  other  forest  pro- 
ducts on  the  boats  of  the  said  Lumber 
Carriers'  Association.  2.  That  the  cap- 
tain of  a  vessel  should  recognize  the  Un- 
ion and  give  preference  to  union  men  in 
employment  so  long  as  members  of  the 
union  can  be  obtained.  3.  That  all  dis- 
putes are  to  'be  settled  by  arbitration, 
without  interruption  of  work  pending  such 
settlements. 

One  of  the  immediate  effects  of  the 
opening  of  the  new  source  of  fuel  supply 
in  Texas  is  to  place  all  industrial  estab- 
lishments in  that  section  depending  upon 
steam  power  upon  a  more  favorable  eco- 
nomic basis.  This  applies  to  cotton  mills, 
to  cotton  seed  mills,  to  cane-grinding 
mills  and  all  others  where  coal  fuel  has 
hitherto  been  an  expensive  element  in  the 
cost  of  production.  The  producers  of 
fuel  oil  are  well  aware  of  this  opportunity 
to  substitute,  and  are  making  provisions 
to  distribute  fuel  oil  at  all  railroad  points 
and  points  accessible  to  navigation.  The 
influence  of  this  new  factor  will  be  felt 
far  beyond  the  localities  directly  affected. 
If  the  use  of  fuel  oil  becomes  extensive 
enough  it  may  materially  reduce  the  price 
of  coal  at  the  lower  Mississippi  centers 
of  consumption,  and  also  give  a  new 
stimulus  to  manufacturers  in  Texas  and 
adjacent  territory. 

The  opening  of  the  Beaumont,  Texas, 
oil  fields  has  required  new  facilities  for 
transportation  to  the  seaboard  for  that 
commodity.  For  this  purpose  a  pipe  line 
has  been  constructed  from  the  oil  tanks 
at  Beaumont  to  the  ship  side  of  the  chan- 
nel leading  to  Port  Arthur,  a  distance  of 
over  18  miles.  Three  tanks  of  50,000  bar- 
rels capacity  each  are  located  at  Elvista, 
about  midway  between  the  wells  and  the 
seaport,  from  which  intermediate  station 


it  is  calculated  that  the  oil  will  flow 
gravity. 

An  additional  pipe  line  was  opei 
February  9,  1901,  for  the  conveying 
petroleum  from   Bradford,  Pa.,  in 
northwestern  portion  of  the  state, 
Marcushook,  Pa.,  a  tide- water  point 
the  Delaware  River  below  Philadelpt 
The  line  extends  a  distance  of  380  mil 
from  Bradford  to  Marcushook,  the  c 
tributing  point,  where  large  storage  tax 
have  been  built  with  a  capacity  of  30, 
barrels.  The  flow  is  by  gravitation  sol 
for  the  last  200  miles  of  the  distance, 
special  pier  of  650  feet  in  length  has  b< 
constructed  into  the  river  for  loadi 
steamers.  Wharfage  has  been  securec 
four  European  ports,  and  a  fleet  of  t 
modern  oil  carriers  has  been  built 
pressly  for  this  trade.  . 

V 

The  recent  oil  discoveries  in  Texas  e 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  lend  especial  inter 
to  some  facts  just  presented  bytheTre 
ury  Bureau  of  Statistics  regarding  1 
exports  of  mineral  oils  from  the  Unii 
States.  These  show  that  the  export atic 
of  the  fiscal  year  about  to  end  will  prol 
bly  be  the  largest  in  the  history  of  t 
remarkable  industry, which  has  increas 
its  exports  from  204  million  gallons 
illuminating  oil  in  1875  to  721  million  g 
Ions  in  1900.  In  the  quarter  century  fr< 
1876  to  1900  the  total  value  of  mineral  c 
exported  from  the  United  States  v 
about  $1,200,000,000,  an  average  of  ab< 
$43,000,000  a  year;  and  during  recent  ye; 
has  averaged  about  $60,000,000  per  anna 
or  $5,000,000  per  month. 

In  the  mere  question  of  gallons  of 
produced  Russia  has  been  for  year: 
close  competitor  of  the  United  Stat 
though  it  is  probable  that  the  recent  d 
coveries  in  the  United  States  will  ena 
it  to  continue  to  lead  in  the  number 
gallons  produced;  while  the  fact  tl 
American  oil  produces  nearly  twice 
much  refined  illuminating  oil  from 
given  quantity  of  crude  as  from  the  R 
sian  oil  adds  greatly  to  its  value  a; 
commercial  product. 

One  especially  interesting  feature 
the  development  of  the  oil  industry 
that  there  has  been  a  remarkable  decrei 
in  the  price  to  the  consumer  during  1 
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sriod  in  which  the  actual  exportation s  gallon,  the  exports  for  that  year  having 

id  the  net  value  of  the  exports  have  been  564  million  gallons,  valued  at  $41,- 

sen  increasing.  The  average  value  of  000,000.   By  1898  the  average  export  price 

te  illuminating  oil  exported  in  1876  was  was  about  5c.  per  gallon,  the  quantity 

aout  15c.  per  gallon,  and  in  1877,  an  ex*  exported  having  been  824  million  gal- 


optional  year,  20c.  per  gallon.  By  1881 
le  price  had  fallen  to  about  10c.  per  gal- 
tn,  (the  figures  for  that  year  being  332 
lillion  gallons,  valued  at  $34,000,000.  By 
91  the  average  price  was  about  7c.  per 


Ions  and  the  value  reported  to  the  Bureau 
of  Statistics  by  exporters  through  the 
customs  collectors  $42,922,682.  In  the 
nine  months  of  the  present  fiscal  year  for 
which  the  figures  are  completed  by  the 
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Treasury  Bureau  of  Statistics,  the  total 
exports  of  illuminating  oil  amounted  to 
589,624,751  gallons,  valued  at  $37,939,514, 
or  6%c.  per  gallon ;  while  the  total  value 
of  all  mineral  oils  exported,  including 
crude,  lubricating  and  illuminating  oils, 
napthas  and  residum  was  $52,745,096,  and 
for  the  full  fiscal  year  seems  likely  to 
amount  to  $70,000,000. 

The  work  of  transforming  the  lake 
cities  into  Atlantic  ports  has  been  reso- 
lutely taken  up  by  the  Northwestern 
Steamship  Company  of  Chicago/  which 
has  constructed  four  sister  ships  255  feet 
long  to  ply  regularly  between  Chicago 
and  European  ports  and  announced  their 
sailings  to  begin  during  the  present 
month.  These  vessels,  named  respect- 
ively The  Northwestern,  The  North- 
eastern, The  North  am,  and  The  North- 
town,  sail  from  Chicago  for  Hamburg, 
Liverpool,  and  London,  loaded  with 
machinery,  canned  and  boxed  meats,  lard 
and  other  products  of  the  great  manu- 
facturing and  producing  section  fronting 
upon  our  inland  seas.  These  ships,  ac- 
cording to  a  letter  received  by  the  Treas- 
ury Bureau  of  Statistics  from  the  mana- 
ger of  the  company,  are  of  the  lake  type 
of  construction,  but  built  with  a  special 
view  to  combination  of  lake  and  ocean 
traffic,  and  are  supplied  with  special 


facilities  for  rapid  loading  and  unload 
ing. 

They  pass  necessarily  through  Cana 
dian  canals,  the  Well  and  and  St.  Law 
rence,  to  the  head  of  deep  water  naviga 
tion  at  Montreal,  and  will  in  their  trip 
traverse  seventy-three  miles  of  canals 
and  pass  through  forty-six  locks,  depend- 
ing on  their  own  propelling  powei 
throughout  the  entire  voyage.  It  is  esti- 
mated -  that'  the '  time  occupied  betweei 
Buffalo  and  Montreal,  between  which  the 
canal  system  extends,  will  be  about  three 
days. 

Communications  to  the  Bureau  of  Sta- 
tistics from  lake  cities  and  ports  express 
the  hope  that  this  enterprise  may  resull 
in  serious  consideration  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  construct  entirely  within  the 
United  States  a  deep-water  canal  con- 
necting the  lakes  with  the  Atlantic.  The 
present  depth  of  the  Welland  Canal  is 
fourteen  feet  and  the  depth  of  most  oi 
the  harbors  on  the  lakes  is  twenty  feet, 
and  it  is  evident  that  those  desiring  tc 
see  the  cities  located  upon  the  Great 
Lakes  made  in  fact  Atlantic  ports  and 
connected  by  direct  steamship  lines  with 
the  great  seaboard  cities  of  the  world 
will  desire  at  least  an  American  canal 
with  a  depth  equal  to  that  of  the  Greal 
Lake  harbors,  viz:  twenty  feet. 


THE  BCNSGHT  OP  THE  PUNCH 

AND  CRIiASOfi  5CARP. 

BY  CAPT.  GEO.  W.  BARBER,  SR. 


"Cora,  have  you  got  your  satchel?" 
"Yes,  papa;  good-bye." 
"Good-b— and  your  umbrella?" 
"Yes.  Good-bye." 

"The  conductor  will  show  you  into  the 
dining  car  if  you  request  him  to  when 
you  want  refreshments  on  the  journey." 

"Good-bye,  papa.  Drive  on  please." 
This  to  the  hackman,  who,  vexed  at  the 
delay,  slammed  the  door,  jumped  on  his 
box  and  whirled  away  like  a  very  Jehu. 
Cora  leaned  back  on  the  cushions  and 
laughed  softly  as  she  said: 

"Did  any  other  girl  ever  have  such  a 
dear,  fussy  papa,  I  wonder?  But  he  is  so 
good,  and  he  will  miss  me  awfully  while 


I  am  visiting  sister  Sue.  Hope  he  hasn't 
made  me  lose  the  train." 

A  glance  at  the  sheds  when  they  reached 
the  station  showed  her  that  the  train  she 
wished  to  take  had  not  even  backed  in, 
and  she  had  some  minutes  to  spare. 

Presently  the  passengers  waiting  in  the 
ladies'  room  saw  a  slim,  brown  eyed  girl 
in  a  gray  ulster  and  a  jaunty  hat  with  a 
scarlet  wing  on  it,  enter  the  great  doors 
and  walk  with  an  elastic  step  up  to  the 
ticket  office.  Several  pairs  of  admiring 
eyes  followed  her.  One  pair  belonged  to 
a  broad-shouldered,  fine  fellow  in  a  navy 
blue  uniform,  who  mentally  observed: 

"What  a  pretty  girl!  Wish  I  had  a  sis- 
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ter  just  like  her.  Some  other  fellow's 
sister  might  do  if  she  cared  enough  for 
me,  though." 

Even  the  ticket  agent  thawed  out  under 
Cora's  youth  and  rare  beauty,  and  con- 
descended to  answer  quite  civilly  a 
question  she  asked. 

When  her  train  was  called  she  took  her 
neat  Russia  satchel  and  hastened  to  se- 
cure a  seat.  She  had  a  mortal  aversion 
to  sleeping  cars.  Gray's  line,  "Each  in 
his  narrow  cell  forever  laid,"  came  into 


While  she  stood  up,  he  of  the  broad 
shoulders  came  through  the  car.  He 
glanced  at  her  in  passing,  wondered  where 
she  was  going  and  concluded  to  stay  in 
that  car  himself  as  much  as  possible  while 
she  was  on  the  train. 

All- aboard,  and  they  were  off— the  iron 
horse  panting  and  shrieking  his  way  over 
hill  and  valley,  rattling  and  racing  across 
miles  and  miles  of  meadow  and  prairie, 
stopping  now  and  then  to  quench  his 
fierce  thirst  and  every  moment  bringing 


A  GIANT  CACTUS — Courtesy  Southern  Pacific  Railway. 


mind  every  time  she  entered  one,  so  she 
chose  a  chair  car  whenever  it  was  pos- 
sible. When  she  had  settled  herself  in  a 
comfortable  place  she  proceeded  to  ar- 
ranging her  belongings  for  the  all  night 
ride  before  her.  She  took  off  her  hat, 
tied  a  pretty  pink  fascinator— as  if  she 
needed  it ! — under  her  plump ,  dimpled  chin , 
stowed  her  satchel  in  the  -rack  over  her 
head,  and  spread  a  thick  shawl  over  the 
back  of  her  chair. 


his  living  freight  nearer  to  the  end  of  the 
journey. 

Cora  amused  herself  looking  out  of  the 
window  for  awhile.  But  the  level,  snow- 
draped  landscape  was  not  particularly 
exhilarating,  and  so  she  turned  her  eyes 
toward  her  fellow  travelers. 

She  saw  a  tall,  blue-coated  figure  pass 
up  and  down  the  car  once  or  twice,  but 
bis  cap  was  drawn  down  low  and  she 
could  barely  see  the  outline  of  a  manly 
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cheek  and  a  light  moustache.  She  hardly 
noticed  even  this  much  until  he  stopped 
to  give  an  orange  to  a  fat  German  baby  in 
the  arms  of  a  fat  mother.  The  child  was 
restless,  and  the  conductor  addressed  a 
few  words  in  German  to  the  mother,  re- 
ceiving a  grateful  smile  and  answer  from 
the  tired  woman. 

"He's  Dutch,  too,"  thought  Cora.  "He 
seems  good  hearted.  Has  rather  a  nice 
figure,  too.  I  should  judge  he  is  very 
good  looking." 

As  night  came  on  the  wind  blew  chill, 
and  Cora  drew  a  crimson  silk  scarf  from 
her  satchel  and  tied  it  around  her  throat, 
then  she  laid  her  head  back  against  the 
soft  chair  and  fell  asleep. 

The  next  thing  she  knew  there  came  a 
violent  jerk,  a  sudden  jar,  then  a  swaying 
motion,  and  over  they  went,  with  a  crash, 
the  passengers  flying  out  of  their  seats 
against  the  top  and  sides  of  the  car.  A 
perfect  babel  of  screams,  groans  and 
oaths  ensued— the  confusion  was  inde- 
scribable! Cora  did  not  scream,  but  she 
remembered  with  a  thrill  of  horror  that 
her  seat  was  near  the  stove  and  struggled 
to  gain  her  feet. 

Before  she  was  able  to  do  so  she  felt 
herself  lifted  with  a  firm  grasp  and  heard 
a  kind  voice  say: 

"Don't  be  alarmed,  Miss;  nobody  is 
killed,  but  we  must  get  out  of  this  before 
that  stove  gets  in  its  work." 

"It  is  my  big  Dutch  conductor,"  thought 
Cora.  Aloud  she  answered: 

"Thank  you;  I  was  afraid  of  the  stove 
myself.   But  can  we  get  out?" 

"Yes,  through  a  window,  if  I  can  only 
find  the  axes." 

"Hyar's  the  axes,  mister,"  sung  out  a 
rough,  kind-hearted  old  farmer.  "You 
take  one  and  I'll  take  t'other.  We'll  get 
the  wimmin  and  young  ones  out  in  a 
jiffy." 

Cora's  friend  snatched  an  ax— a  few 
well  directed  blows  demolished  a  window 
and  then  the  farmer  said: 

"Thar  now!  help  your  gal  out  fust, 
mister.  She's  clear  pluck,  an'  ain't 
screamin'  like  the  rest." 

Cora  felt  her  face  redden,  but  the  Dutch 
conductor  only  laughed  and  lifted  her 
through  the  window. 

"Look  out  for  the  broken  glass,"  he 
said  lightly.   "We  must  climb  for  life; 


the  car  is  on  its  side.  Hold  tight  to  my 
hand.  There,  now  we  are  safe.  Canyon 
jump?" 

He  landed  her  with  a  spring  upon  the 
snow,  and  they  could  see  that  the  engine 
and  all  the  coaches  except  the  last  one 
had  gone  over  an  embankment  miles  from 
a  station,  with  night  closing  in.  "Bad," 
said  the  conductor.  "But  I  must  not  stop 
to  look  now,"  and  back  he  plunged  into 
the  car,  which  was  now  beginning  to 
smoke. 

People  came  crawling  and  climbing  out 
of  the  other  cars,  badly  shaken  up  and 
scared,  but  not  many  hurt,  and  none 
fatally. 

Cora  applied  herself  to  comforting  the 
German  mother  and  was  talking  kindly  to 
her  when  her  new  friend,  the  German  con- 
ductor, appeared,  carrying  her  Russia 
satchel. 

"I  think  this  is  your  property,"  he  said 
giving  it  to  her. 

"Ye>;  thank  you  very  much.  I  never 
expected  to  see  it  again.    But  how  did 

you  know  "  Here  Cora  came  to  a  dead 

stop. 

"Oh,  I  saw  it  over  your  seat,"  he  an- 
swered, with  a  light  laugh.  "Well,  1 
fear  we  are  in  a  bad  box  for  a  cold 
night." 

"Hello,  conductor,  what's  our  chance?" 
asked  a  passenger. 

"Slow,"  responded  that  busy  person, 
pausing  an  instant.  The  engine  is  a  total 
smash,  and  could  not  be  lifted  anyhow 
until  the  wrecking  crew  and  machines 
come.  I've  sent  a  brakeman  ahead  to  the 
nearest  station,  five  miles,  to  telegraph 
for  a  train." 

"When  can  it  get  here,  do  you  think?" 

"Maybe  by  midnight,  maybe  not;  can't 
tell." 

"Well,  we  have  our  choice— to  remain 
here  or  walk  to  the  station.  For  my  part 
I  think  I  will  try  the  walk." 

Cora's  new  friend  turned  to  her. 

"Can  I  do  anything  for  your  comfort 
before  I  leave  you  to  look  after  the 
others?" 

"No,  thank  you,  I  am  under  deep  obli- 
gations to  you  for  the  kindness  already 
shown  me,  sir." 

"Don't  mention  it;"  and  he  smiled 
pleasantly.  "Here,  I  can  make  you  a 
more  comfortable  seat,  where  the  side  of 
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his  car  will  protect  yon  from  the  wind,  wonnded  wrist.     ''I  suppose  I  did  it 

rhere  now!  Yon  too,  madam,  please."  smashing  the  car  window,  but  I  really 

Cora  and  the  German  woman  sat  down  had  not  time  to  notice  it." 

>n  the  board  he  placed  for  them.    But  "It  must  be  bandaged,"  said  Cora,  de- 

.here  was  still  light  enough  to  enable  cidedly. 


Cora  to  see  something  before  unnoticed. 
She  sprang  up  hastily,  crying  out: 

"Oh,  look!  you  have  cut  your  wrist 
badly;  see  how  it  bleeds." 

"That's  nothing;"  and  he  held  up  the 


"I  was  going  to  tie  it  up  with  my  hand- 
kerchief, but  I  seem  to  have  lost  it  in  the 
confusion." 

"Here  is  something  better;"  and  Cora 
untied  the  crimson  silk  scarf  from  her  neck. 
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But  he  drew  back,  shaking  his  head. 
"No,  no!  I  will  not  deprive  you  of  it." 

"I  owe  you  much  more  than  that." 
And  as  she  began  to  bind  the  pretty  scarf 
about  his  injured  arm  with  deft,  gentle 
touches,  he  looked  down  at  her.  and  in 
tones  deep  with  manly  feeling: 

"Then,  since  you  will  be  so  kind,  will 
you  trust  me  with  your  name  and  address? 
Being  an  entire  stranger,  perhaps  I  should 
not  ask  it." 

"My  name  is  Cora  Vandergrift.  Iam  on 
my  way  to  visit  my  sister  at  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, Iowa." 

"Thank  you,  Miss  Vandergrift,  I  shall 
not  forget  you.  If  I  do  not  see  you  again, 
good  bye." 

He  had  not  given  her  his  name,  and  she 
disliked  to  ask  for  it. 

"But  I  wish  I  knewit,"  she  said,  as  she 
sat  there  in  the  cold,  waiting  for  the  new 
train.  It  was  weary  work,  but  it  came  at 
last.  Cora  looked  for  her  knight  of  the 
punch  on  board,  but  he  was  not  visible. 
The  next  evening,  snugly  tucked  up  in 
bed  at  Sister  Sue's,  she  laughed  over  the 
adventure  and  wondered  if  she  should 
ever  see  her  hero  again.  "I  wouldn't 
know  him  if  I  should,"  she  murmured, 
sleepily.  "I  only  saw  his  moustache. 
But  I  don't  believe  he  is  Dutch,  after  all. 
I  think— he  was— very  nice!"  After  that 
she  did  not  think  anything  for  the  next 
twelve  hours. 

She  had  been  at  Mrs.  Woodleigh's  about 
two  weeks,  when  there  arrived  by  the 
mail  a  box  addressed  to  "Miss  Cora  Van- 
dergrift, Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa."  It  en- 
closed a  beautiful  crimson  silk  scarf, 
much  like  the  one  she  had  given  away, 
only  richer  and  more  costly.  "It  is  from 
my  wounded  knight!"  cried  Cora.  "And 
just  to  think,  I  don't  know  his  name  or 
where  he  lives,  so  I  can't  thank  him  for 
the  lovely  thing." 

"Perhaps  there  is  a  name  in  the  box." 
suggested  Sister  Sue.  But  name  there 
was  not,  anywhere  about  it. 

"How  romantic!"  cried  Sue.  "But 
you'll  be  sure  to  meet  him  some  time, 
Cora." 

"Yes,  I  may,"  said  Cora,  thoughtfully. 
"And  he  may  be  a  beer-drinking  Dutch- 
man, and  not  a  desirable  acquaintance." 

"Let  us  hope  not.  Most  passenger  and 
other  conductors  are  gentlemen  now- a- 


days.  Even  if  he  is,  you  owe  him  yo 
life,  dear." 

"Yes;  I  won't  forget,  Sue.  Oh,  he 
pretty!"  And  Cora  smiled  as  she  thr« 
the  silken  scarf  around  her  neck. 

"Indeed  it  is!  Your  Knight  of  t: 
Punch  evidently  has  good  taste.  Yi 

"must"  wear  it  to  ;  oh,  by.,  the  way, 

haven't  told  you  yet." 

"Told  me  what?" 

"That  we  received  cards  this  mornii 
for  Mrs.  Judge  Wayne's  reception  Thui 
day  night." 

"Did  we?  Are  we  going?" 

"Oh,  certainly.  The  Waynes  are  o 
best  people,  you  know;  direct  descendan 
of  Mad  Anthony  Wayne  of  Revolutiona 
fame.  You  met  her  last  week  at  the  t 
I  gave." 

"The  handsome  woman  in  lavend 
satin?  Yes,  I  remember.  I  liked  h 
very  much,  too." 

"Everybody  likes  the  Waynes.  Th 
occasion  is  in  honor  of  the  Judge 
brother,  Mr.  Percy  Wayne,  who  has  cot 
to  visit  them.  He  is  a  prominent  railroi 
man,  I  hear,  having  lately  been  promot< 

as  division  superintendent  of  the  

Central,  having  worked  his  way  up  fro 
a  brakeman  on  a  freight  train  to  h 
present  position.  He  is  said  to  1 
wealthy,  cultivated,  speaks  several  la 
guages,  I'm  told,  and  altogether  t. 
greatest  catch  of  the  season." 

"Indeed?  Well,  Sue,  I  always  had 
weakness  for  these  handsome,  brail 
railroad  men.  I  suppose  that's  becau 
papa  is  president  of  this  great  railroi 
system;  so  I  will  get  out  my  prettiest  cc 
tume  in  honor  of  Mr.  What  is  it?" 

"Percy  Wayne." 

"Oh,  to  be  sure!  But  there— I  m 
waste  all  my  trouble.  He  may  be  e 
gaged  already,  you  know." 

"Yes;  but  then  again,  he  mayn't!"  i 
joined  Sue,  mischievously. 

"That  is  my  only  comfort,"  respond' 
Cora.  But  in  ten  minutes  more  she  h 
forgotten  that  there  was  such  a  person 
Percy  Wayne  in  the  world. 

Thursday  evening  Sue  and  Cora,  wi 
Sue's  husband,  Tom  Woodleigh,  were 
the  Judge's,  and  met  the  visiting  broth* 
His  tall  form,  broad  shoulders  and  thic 
blond  moustache  seemed  familiar  toCoi 
and  his  voice,  too,  reminded  her  oddly 
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someone  she  Jj44  known,  it  struck  tier, 
also,  that  he  bestowed  on  her  a  flash  of 
the  eye  which  he  would  not  have  given  to 
a  perfect  stranger;  but  she  was  sure  she 
had  never  met  him  in  society  before. 

Sister  Sue  invited  him  to  call,  and  sang 
his  merits  in  high  strains.  After  they 
were  at  home  Cora  was  silent,  but  her 
dreams  that  night  were  haunted  by  a 
handsome,  manly  face,  strangely  like 
Percy  Wayne's. 

Two  days  later  he  called  at  the  Wood- 
leigh  mansion.  Sue  was  but,  so  Cora 
received  him.  The  resemblance  she  had 
been  unable  to  trace  was  so  much  stronger 
at  this  meeting  that  at  last  she  said : 

"Mr.  Wayne,  I  certainly  do  not  recall 
where,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have 
met  before." 

"We  have  met  before,  Miss  Vander- 
grift.  I  remember  very  distinctly  where 
it  was." 

He  smiled  as  he  answered,  and  the 
smile  was  even  more  familiar  to  the 
puzzled  girl. 

"I  am  ashamed  to  say  that  my  memory 
is  at  fault,  but  I  must  confess  it,"  she 
said,  trying  in  vain  to  place  him. 

"Will  you  humor  a  fancy  of  mine  for 
one  moment?"  he  asked. 

"Certainly." 

"Then  please  turn  your  eyes  away  and 
do  not  look  until  I  tell  you  to." 
"What  an  odd  request!  But  I  consent." 


Laughingly,  Cora  turned  her  head  aside. 
Presently  Mr.  Wayne  said:  "Now,  Miss 
Vandergrift !" 

Cora  looked  'round  and  saw  that  he  had 
drawn  his  coat  sleeve  slightly  up  and 
wrapped-  his*  wrist  in  a  well-known  crim- 
son scarf.  What!  Was  it  you?"  she 
asked,  biushftf^aS'Ved'as  the  pretty  silk. 

"I,  myself,10 Miss  Cora,"  he  gravely 
answered. 

"Then  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the 
lovely  box  I  received  last  Thursday." 

"No,  please  don't.  I  only  ventured  to 
exchange  property  with  you,  because  this 
scarf  is  too  precious  to  be  given  up.  May 
I  keep  it  ?"  He  had  taken  it  off  and  re- 
turned it  to  his  pocket,  as  if  her  consent 
were  already  granted.  That  she  gave  it 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  about 
three  months  later,  returning  from  a 
sleigh-ride  with  Percy,  one  afternoon,  she 
said  to  Sister  Sue : 

"Sue,  I  have  found  my  Knight  of  the 
Punch  and  the  silk  scarf." 

"Have  you  ?  I  always  said  you  would, 
you  know.  Is  he  nice?  Where  is  he?" 

"He  couldn't  be  nicer.  Sue,  and  he 
isn't  far  off.   It  is  Percy  Wayne." 

"It  is?  Oh,  how  lovely!  Why  didn't 
we  ever  think  of  that  ?  Are  you  going  to 
marry  your  Knight,  Cora?" 

"I  have  promised  him  I  will,  when  we 
get  papa's  consent,"  said  Cora. 


'THE  Ane&HCAN  TRADE-UNIONS 

AND  COf\PUL50RY  ARBITRATION. 


In  deferenoe  to  the  agitation  that  took 
place  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  law,  and 
the  implacable  opposition  manifested  to- 
ward its  spirit  and  intent  by  the  labor 
organizations  of  the  country,  certain 
modifications  were  made  in  the  original 
bill,  which,  in  appearance,  preclude  the 
specific  enforcement  of  contracts  of  la- 
bor.1 Notwithstandingthis.it  is  believed 

1  The  railroad  arbitration  bill  was  orijrinally  de- 
signed to  embrace  the  seamen  of  the  country. 
Owing  to  the  opposition  of  the  seamen's  represen- 
tatives in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  based 
upon  their  experience  under  the  compulsory  ser- 
vitude features  of  the  maritime  law.  tbat  class  of 


that  the  measure  may  be  still  invoked  to 
frustrate  any  movement  of  the  railroad 
men  for  better  conditions,  by  forcing 
them  to  remain  at  work,  if  only  tempor- 
arily, under  the  old. 

In  this  brief  glance  at  the  workings  of 
arbitration,  as  it  is  now  carried  on  by  the 
trade-unions,  there  appears  good  ground 
for  the  assertion  that  the  present  need  is 

transportation  workers  was  specifically  excepted 
in  the  bill;  The  opposition  of  the  Federation  was 
then  withdrawn,  at  the  request  of  the  railroad 
brotherhoods,  the  sole  supporters  of  the  bill  in  the 
ranks  of  labor,  and  the  measure  became  law. 


•By  W.  A.  Macarthtjr.  Courtesy  of  The  Forum.  Concluded  from  June  number. 
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not  of  laws  to  compel  resort  to  that 
method,  but  of  sentiment  that  will  lead 
to  its  voluntary  adoption;  and  there  can 
be  little  donbt  as  to  which  side  of  the  or- 
dinary labor  trouble  stands  most  in  need 
of  such  enlargement  of  mental  and  moral 
capacity. 

It  is  the  employer  who  most  frequently 
takes  the  position  that  "there  is  nothing 
to  arbitrate."  The  employe,  through  his 
organization,  has  something  to  arbitrate 
in  every  grievance,  great  or  small.  To 
the  latter,  arbitration  is  at  once  law, 
principle  and  nature.  He  arbitrates 
wherever  possible,  because  his  organiza- 
tion requires  it,  because  he  believes  in  it, 
and  because  in  actual  conflict  he  must  en- 
dure physical  suffering.  He  consults  with 
his  employer,  gives  and  takes,  and,  when 
met  in  a  spirit  of  fairness,  usually  secures 
all  that  conditions  warrant.  But,  what- 
ever the  immediate  result,  he  gains  in 
proportion  as  his  demeanor,  intelligence, 
and  fairness  compel  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  his  opponents  and  the  public. 
The  success  of  these  negotiations  depends 
upon  an  understanding,  by  both  sides, 
that  there  is  a  point  at  which  concession 
and  submission  must  stop;  that,  in  a 
word,  when  either  side  is  so  reduced  that 
to  concede  further  would  be  to  sacrifice 
honor,  hope  and  manhood  itself,  the  loser 
in  the  contest  may  sever  all  relations. 
Arbitration  conducted  in  this  manner  can 
accomplish  all  that  can  be,  or  ought  to 
be  expected  of  any  such  process. 

Briefly,  arbitration  may  fail  to  maintain 
peace  where  either  party  considers  the 
terms  of  the  other  unbearable;  but  it  can 
never  compel  peace  in  the  same  circum- 
stances without  becoming  a  mere  instru- 
ment of  despotism  immeasurably  more 
harmful  in  the  end  than  the  transient  evil 
which  it  displaces.  In  arbitration  be- 
tween nations  it  is  freely  granted  that  the 
right  of  dissent  is  always  reserved  in  cer- 
tain contingencies.  Why,  then,  should  it 
be  denied  in  the  scheme  of  arbitration 
between  the  parties  to  an  industrial  dis- 
pute? In  the  final  analysis  the  elements 
that  rule  in  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
the  arbitrament  are  honor  and  necessity. 

In  what  essentials,  then,  do  these  ele- 
ments differ  in  a  nation  and  in  the  re- 
spective classes  of  individuals  that  com- 
pose it,  so  as  to  dictate  an  opposite  course 


of  conduct  in  each?  If  in  certain  circv 
stances  resistance  is  the  only  course  cc 
patible  with  the  moral  and  material  int 
rity  of  a  nation,  why  in  similar  circt 
stances  should  submission  be  the  d 
enjoined  by  the  code  of  the  individual 
The  assumption  that  in  disputes 
tween  labor  and  capital,  if  in  no  otl 
the  rule  of  peace  at  any  price  should  { 
vail  is  but  one  of  numerous  lapses  of  i 
son  which  appear  in  most  of  the  sti 
merits  favoring  compulsory  arbitrati 
A  very  common  error  in  these  views 
the  attempt  to  draw  a  parallel  betw 
the  ordinary  courts  of  law  and  the  t 
posed  courts  of  arbitration.  Itisdecla 
that  the  principle  upon  which  dispc 
involving  individual  interests  only  are 
ferred  to  judge  and  jury  applies  with  I 
portionately  greater  force  to  dispc 
which  affect  a  large  body  of  the  pub 
as  in  the  case  of  a  strike.  Yet  there 
be  no  doubt  that  these  supposed  ca 
rest  upon  radically  different  bases; 
former  being  concerned  with  propriet 
rights  in  some  form  of  material  thit 
and  the  latter  with  the  ownership  of  m« 
bodies,  in  which  there  can  be  no  prop* 
rights,  in  any  sense.  Neither  can  tt 
be  any  doubt  that  an  award,  the  term: 
which  shall  forbid  men  to  quit  work  wit 
a  specified  period,  as  contemplated  by  c< 
pulsory  arbitration,  would  betantamo 
to  a  grant  of  property  rights  in  the  ] 
sons  of  such  men.  Again,  it  is  asset 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  public  is  incom 
ienced  by  the  suspension  of  industry 
is  thereby  justified  in  interfering  to  ] 
hibit  such  suspension,  or  to  force 
renewal  of  work  where  a  tie-up  has  ta 
place. 

Leaving  aside  the  obvious  objection  1 
specific  personal  rights  cannot  bec< 
subject  to  restraint  because  exercised 
a  number  of  persons,  whether  acting  i 
combination  or  otherwise,  it  is  clear  1 
such  interference  by  the  public  would 
to  assume  authority  while  evading  I 
responsibility  which  should  precede 
claim  to  directing  influence.  Logic* 
the  suggestion  of  public  interference 
regulate  wages  can  only  be  suppo: 
upon  the  promise  of  public  responsibi 
for  the  revenues  with  which  to  pay  tl 
— in  other  words,  upon  the  premise 
public  ownership.    As  limited  by  the 
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cates  of  compulsory  arbitration,  the 
dm  of  public  rights  is  undeniably  a 
oposal  to  submit  the  issue  to  an  inter- 
ted  party,'  and  one,  moreover,  who  in 
i  the  probabilities  would  be  helpless  to 
rve  the  public's  cause,  except  by  a  de- 
tion  against  the  workers.  The  neces- 
ry  association  of  public  ownership  with 
y  plan  of  public  interference  is  recog- 
sed  in  the  railroad  arbitration  law  of 
insas,  which  provides  that  in  the  event 
an  award  to  increase  wages  being  vio- 
:ed  by  a  railroad  company,  the  road 
all  be  taken  over  by  the  state  and 
erated  under  the  usual  rules  of  receiv- 
ship. 

ft  is  apparent  that  the  confidence  ex- 
essed  by  many  writers  on  this  subject 
inspired  by  a  preconceived  notion  that 
e  boards  of  arbitration,  although  con- 
futed in  much  the  same  way  as  the 
dinary  courts,  and  invested  with  simi- 
r  powers,  will  differ  from  them  in  spirit; 
at,  in  fact,  their  decisions  will,  of  ne- 
ssity,  favor  the  workers,  as  a  rule, 
hatever  foundation  may  exist  for  this 
lief  in  the  presumption  that  justice  is 
Dst  frequently  on  the  side  of  the  work- 
s,  there  is  little  ground  for  it  in  the 
town  facts  of  court  procedure.  In  this 
nnection,  much  stress  has  been  laid 
•on  the  results  of  the  New  Zealand  law; 
Dst  of  the  findings  rendered  under  that 
w  having  been  favorable  to  labor. 
But,  without  being  hypercritical,  it  may 
so  be  noted  that  the  principles  laid 
wn  in  at  least  one  or  two  of  the  decis- 
is given  against  the  trade-unions  seem 
stined  to  have  a  far-reaching  effect 
tich  will  more  than  offset  the  temporary 
vantages  gained  in  other  instances, 
any  rate,  it  is  important  to  remember 
at  the  New  Zealand  system  has  been  in 
gue  but  five  years,  during  all  of  which 
riod  the  tendency  of  labor  conditions 
s  been  upward;  that,  in  short,  the 
>del  so  confidently  and  persistently 
?ed  upon  the  American  public  has  been 
ed,  and  that  but  briefly,  in  only  one  of 
i  periods  that  constantly  recur  in  all 
lustrial  and  commercial  life.  Until  the 
w  Zealand  law  has  been  tried  in  one  of 
>se  periods  of  depression  which,  in 
ler  countries,  have  frequently  ex- 
isted the  united  efforts  of  the  workers 
itnselves  to  form  an  effectual  barrier  to 


the  reduction  of  wages  below  the  point 
of  rational  subsistence,  it  must  remain, 
as  its  authors  confess  it  to  be,  an  experi- 
ment, precarious  or  promising,  according 
as  it  is  approached  in  reason  or  enthusi- 
asm. 

What,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the 
trade-union's  remedy  for  the  strike? 
Candidly,  the  trade-union  offers  none. 
In  the  scheme  of  labor  organization  there 
is  no  arbitrary  process  for  the  prevention 
of  labor  troubles,  for  the  sufficient  reason 
that  there  are  no  means  of  compelling 
men  of  different  interests  and  opposite 
points  of  view  to  agree  upon  a  common 
ground  of  settlement.  The  trade-union 
has  no  hope  for  the  beatification 
of  the  industrial  forces.  It  may  serve 
to  clarify  the  subject,  if  we  assume 
that  the  right  to  strike  is  in  itself  a  ne- 
cessity to  the  practical  freedom,  political 
as  well  as  economic,  of  the  workers;  that 
the  exercise  of  that  right  will  be  neces- 
sary at  times  as  long  as  the  desire  of  one 
class  runs  counter  to  the  disposition  of 
the  other;  and,  consequently,  that  to  de- 
stroy that  right  would  be  to  lay  the  axe 
at  the  very-roots  of  progress. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
strike  is  primarily  an  effect,  not  a  cause, 
of  the  hardships  associated  with  the  in 
dustrial  strife— a  means  in,  not  and  end 
of,  the  movement  for  the  redress  of  these 
ills.  So  long  as  the  causes  of  the  strike 
reside  in  the  nature  of  the  conditions 
under  which  industry  is  carried  on,  and, 
indeed,  in  the  nature  of  man  himself,  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  any  attempt  arbitra- 
rily to  suppress  that  phenomenon  would 
but  aggravate  the  complaint  and  induce 
a  train  of  evils  much  more  acute. 

In  the  opposition  of  the  American  trad 
unions  to  compulsory  arbitration  there  is 
nothing  of  the  spirit  of  stagnation;  noth- 
ing of  fear  to  take  new  hold  on  old  prob- 
lems. Conservatism  there  is;  but  it  is 
conservatism  in  those  principles,  funda- 
mental and  unvarying,  which,  having  all 
the  force  of  natural  law,  cannot  be 
ignored  without  incurring  the  rightful 
penalty  of  contumacy.  It  is  retrogres- 
sion, not  progress,  that  the  trade-unions 
fear.  It  is  retrogression,  not  progress, 
that  is  implied  by  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion. The  adoption  of  that  plan  would 
turn  back  the  spirit  of  labor  legislation 
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to  the  era  of  the  Statute  of  Laborers  and 
the  Quarter  Sessions,  the  history  of 
which,  beginning  in  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, and  continuing  until  the  first  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  presents  a  con- 
tinuous record  of  failure  in  the  effort  to 
fix  wages  by  law. 

The  failure  of  compulsion  in  the  rela- 
tions of  employer  and  employe  is  inevit- 
able as  long  as  men  are  actuated  by  the 
spirit  of  individual  liberty,  which  finds 
its  first  and  last  expression  in  the  power 
to  move  freely  from  place  to  place,  to 
work  at  will,  to  quit  at  will,  and  to  re- 
main quit.  It  is  this  spirit,  however 
dimly  discernible,  that  has  animated  the 
movements  of  the  workers  since  Spartacus 
led  his  slave  legions  against  the  Roman 
praetors ;  since  Tylor  and  Cade  led  their 
men  of  Kent  against  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  this  spirit  that  to-day  ani- 
mates the  trade-unionists  of  America  in 
resisting  the  specious  devices  of  the 
dilettante,  which  would  deprive  them  of 
the  greatest  blessing  inherited  from  the 
past,  and  set  them  on  the  certain  road  to 
villeinage. 

If  the  trade-unions  have  no  empirical 
remedy  for  the  strike,  they  offer  in  them- 
selves the  best  possible  corrective  of  it. 
The  actual  strikes  participated  in  by 
these  organizations  may  be,  of  course, 
readily  computed;  but  the  number  of 
potential  strikes  prevented  by  the  same 
means  is  beyond  estimate.  That  the 
trade-unions  tend  to  prevent  open  rupture 
of  the  peace  between  employer  and  em- 
ploye, is  a  necessary  inference  in  the 
circumstances.  Even  if  the  facts  in  this 
connection  were  less  apparent  than  they 
are,  there  exists  in  the  fact  of  organ- 
ization itself  an  influence  for  peace  that 
is  obvious  to  common  reason.  The  trade- 
union  combines  with  the  power  of  resist- 
ing injustice  the  responsibility  for  com- 
mitting it.  And,  as  a  rule,  it  is  more 
likely  to  err  in  forbearance  of  wrong  done 
to  its  own  members  than  in  resentment 
against  the  wrongdoer. 

It  is  sometimes  contended  that  the 
trade-union  develops  a  spirit  of  unreason- 
ableness with  the  growth  of  its  numbers. 
The  opposite  of  this  is  true.  In  its  acts, 
the  trade-union  reflects,  more  clearly, 
perhaps,  than  any  other  form  of  voluntary 
association,  those  traits  in  the  morality 


of  individual  man  which  are  essentially 
natural  to  him,  as  distinguished  from 
those  which  are  superimposed  upon  him 
by  environment.  Among  these  the  most 
conspicuous  is  the  sentiment  of  justice, 
or  fair  play.  However  warped  or  stulti- 
fied that  sentiment  may  be,  however  de- 
•  graded  in  the  service  of  a  cause  in  itself 
unjust,  however  varying  its  rules,  there 
still  remains,  as  between  man  and  man,  a 
distinct  recognition  of  certain  obligations 
in  the  conduct  of  all  transactions  the  in- 
fraction of  which  involves  certain  out- 
lawry. Under  the  American  rules  of  fair 
play,  it  is  required  that  the  strong  shall 
give  to,  rather  than  take  from,  the  weak. 
In  obedience  to  this  rule,  we  invariably 
find  the  trade-unions  giving  the  advan- 
tage to  their  opponents  wherever  there  is 
any  danger  that  injustice  may  result  from 
a  strict  enforcement  of  their  own  powers. 

In  the  growth  of  organization  among 
the  workers,  and  in  the  development  of  a 
spirit  of  amity,  rather  than  of  enmity,  in 
the  organizations  of  the  employers,  lie 
the  only  reasonable  hope  that  the  strike 
may  ultimately  be  abolished,  except  in  so 
far  as  it  may  be  a  necessity  in  particular 
circumstances.  To  this  end,  public  opin- 
ion and  legislation  may  lend  valuable 
assistance,  provided  they  are  directed 
with  the  view  of  encouraging  those  factors 
necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the  object 
sought.  Any  movement  that  tends  to 
hinder  or  destroy  the  development  of 
these  factors  can  only  retard  the  final 
settlement. 

After  all,  there  is  something  gained  in 
the  experience  that  teaches  the  futility  of 
any  proposed  step.  Next  to  knowing 
what  to  do,  it  is  important  to  know  what 
not  to  do.  This  common  observation  ap- 
plies with  particular  force  to  everything 
savoring  of  the  cure-all  in  industrial 
affairs.  The  literature  of  sociology  and 
the  statute  books  of  the  country  are 
crowded  with  suggestions  and  plans  for 
the  redress  of  this  and  that  defect  in 
existing  conditions.  Under  the  pressure 
of  these  allurements,  even  the  trade- 
unions,  in  some  cases,  have  surrendered 
their  judgment  to  their  desires.  And  yet 
many  of  the  most  important  of  these 
measures,  when  put  in  operation,  have 
been  proved  not  only  valueless,  but  posi- 
tively harmful.   Such,  at  least,  has  been 
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xperience  of  the  workers  tinder  inter- 
i  commerce  and  anti-trust  laws, 
pned,  in  part,  to  benefit  labor  by  re- 
ning  the  aggressiveness  of  large 
oyers. 

me  readers  may  say  that  in  corn- 
Dry  arbitration  there  can  be  no  real 
;er  of  involuntary  servitude,  in  the 
of  the  constitutional  inhibition.  But 
ould  be  remembered  that  the  consti- 
n  is  largely  a  matter  of  construction; 
it  has  always  been  construed  in  the 

of  precedent  facts,  never  in  anti- 
ion  of  future  conditions.  As  an  in- 
3e  of  this,  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
the  construction  placed  upon  the 
teenth  Amendment  by  the  United 
>s  Supreme  Court  only  three  years 
In  the  "Arago"  case,1  it  was  claimed 
le  appellants  that  the  then  existing 
te  of  the  maritime  law,  under  which 
en  might  be  held  to  service  until  the 
ration  of  their  contract,  was  in  con- 
mtion  of  the  Thirteenth  Amendment. 

majority  decision  of  the  court 
otherwise,  and  declared  that  the 
teenth  Amendment  was  not  intended 
trod  ace  any  novel  doctrine  of  law, 
ras  limited  in  its  application  to  the 


negro,  the  Chinese  coolie,  and  the  Mexican 
was  very  clearly  set  forth  in  the  dissent- 
ing opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Harlan,  who 
took  the  ground  that  under  the  majority 
decision  the  states  could  legislate  to  en- 
force involuntary  servitude  npon  any 
class  of  citizens.  Thus,  it  appears  that 
the  only  real  inhibition  of  involuntary 
servitude  consists  in  the  public  opinion 
against  that  institution. 

That  public  opinion  must  be  alert  to 
the  danger  of  sanctioning,  if  only  by 
silence,  any  measure  which  would  in  the 
slightest  decree  affect  the  right  of  per- 
sonal liberty  must  be  apparent  to  any  one 
who  notes  the  tendency  of  the  legislatures 
to  enact  loose  laws,  and  of  the  judiciary 
to  enlarge  its  powers  beyond  all  safe  and 
reasonable  bounds.  In  the  present  forma- 
tive period  of  our  national  existence, 
when  national  principles  and  ideals  are 
being  tested  in  the  heat  of  new  condi- 
tions, it  is  encouraging  to  know  that  in 
the  trade-union  movement  there  is  at 
least  one  element  of  public  opinion  that 
may  be  depended  upon  to  remain  faithful 
to  the  basic  principle  of  all  true  progress. 
Personal  liberty  must  be  preserved! 


obert  Robertson  et  als  vs.  Barry  Baldwin  (165  U.  S.  Reporter). ' 

CONCLUDED. 


2 


sight  train  No.  306  rolled  into  Lees- 
ten  minutes  late,  and  the  conductor, 
Bedford,  strolled  into  the  depot  to 
his  name  to  the  train-book  and  re- 
5  his  orders.  He  glanced  at  the  piece 
rellow,  flimsy  paper  the  operator 
led  him,  and  read  instructions  from 
rain  dispatcher  to  hand  No.  306,  his 
i,  over  to  Leary,  and  for  himself  to 
at  Leesburg  for  orders.  Leary  was 
ding  outside  of  the  station  on  the 
>t  platform  studying  the  order  he  had 
ived  to  take  Bedford's  train  out  of 
iburg,  says  the  Chicago  Tribune. 
(That's  the  matter  with  'The  Bug'  this 
aing?"  asked  Mr.  Leary,  solicitously, 
nny  thing  sidetracking  you  here." 
ro  telling  what  'The  Bug'  is  liable  to 

•From  The  Indianapolis  News. 


do,"  answered  Bedford.  "I'm  glad  he 
didn't  tell  me  to  take  poison  or  run  the 
train  into  the  river.    Great  'Bug,'  that." 

"The  Bug"  was  the  poetical  name  given 
by  the  trainmen  on  the  I.  K.  &  J.  W.  to 
Joplin,  the  chief  train  dispatcher  of  that 
division.  He  had  originally  been  dubbed 
"The  Bughouse,"  for  the  reason  that  it 
was  generally  believed  along  the  line  that 
Mr.  Joplin's  proper  place  was  behind  the 
bars  in  some  state  institution  dedicated 
to  the  tender,  fostering  care  of  people 
with  impaired  intellect.  Later  the  name 
had  been  shortened  to  simply  "The  Bug." 

"I  don't  understand  this  thing  at  all," 
said  Bedford.  "But  I  suppose  he  wants 
to  put  me  on  674  this  afternoon  and  have 
me  take  it  back  to  Rantoul.    Well,  I'll  get 


Digitized  by 


Google 


552 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


a  good  rest,  anyhow,  and  I  need  sleep  like 
everything." 

Bedford  hunted  up  the  only  hotel  in  the 
place,  after  leaving  instructions  with  the 
operator  where  he  was  to  be  found.  An 
hour  before  time  for  No.  674  to  pull  in  he 
was  up  and  dressed,  and  after  a  lonesome 
lunch  in  the  hotel  went  over  to  the  station 
to  await  the  expected  order.  But  none 
came;  No.  674  pulled  in,  and  the  conduc- 
tor, Martin,  received  two  orders  from  the 
dispatcher,  but  there  was  nothing  for 
Bedford. 

"Nice  place  this,"  called  out  Martin 
from  the  top  of  the  caboose  as  it  went 
slowly  bumping  along  at  the  end  of  the 
train.  "Going  to  stay  long,  Jimmy?" 
Bedford  merely  swore  softly  and  moved 
off  to  a  shady  place  across  the  track 
where  he  could  sit  down  and  think  it  over. 

What  was  "The  Bug"  going  to  do  with 
him?  Was  he  held  at  Leesburg  for  some 
special  duty,  and,  if  so,  what  could  it  be? 
There  was  only  one  more  freight  train 
that  day,  and  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  he  was  going  to  be  put  in  charge. 
He  sat  around  and  studied  the  situation 
all  i he  afternoon,  and  finally  decided  that 
he  was  to  be  ordered  to  go  in  on  the  pas- 
senger train  to  report  at  the  end  of  the 
division  to  the  superintendent.  He 
couldn't  imagine  why  he  should  be  called 
in  after  that  fashion.  He  was  not  in 
trouble  that  he  knew  of,  although  a  man 
could  never  tell  whether  he  was  in  trouble 
or  out  of  it  as  long  as  "The  Bug"  was  in 
a  position  of  authority. 

But  the  passenger  train  pulled  in  and 
out  again,  and  still  Bedford  had  received 
no  orders.  He  hung  about  the  station  all 
the  evening,  but  finally  gave  it  up  and 
went  over  to  the  hotel  to  sleep.  He  was 
down  at  the  depot  bright  and  early  the 
next  morning,  and  told  his  troubles  to 
Kane,  who  came  in  on  No.  893. 

"Funniest  thing  I  ever  heard  of,"  said 
Kane.  "I  should  think  if  he  wanted  to 
fire  you  that  he  would  find  the  ordinary 
way  about  as  good  as  any.  Why  don't 
you  wire  and  find  out?" 

"Wire  nothing,"  answered  Bedford. 
"Only  last  week  I  wired  'the  Bug,'  and 
asked  him  if  I  should  do  so  and  so,  and 
you  ought  to  have  seen  the  roast  I  got. 
Told  me  I  was  to  obey  the  orders  I  re- 
ceived to  the  letter  and  not  bother  asking 


him  questions.  Declared  he  would  let 
go  on  the  instant  that  I  wired  him  ag 
asking  what  I  should  do.  He  said  he  v 
the  man  who  was  to  tell  me  what  I  sho 
do,  and  that  he  would  tell  me  without  i 
suggestions  on  my  part.  He  also  s 
that  he  would  fire  me  at  any  statio 
happened  to  be,  the  instant  I  made  anoti 
insinuation  that  he  did  not  know  enot 
to  handle  trainmen  and  give  them  pro] 
orders.  Oh,  I  sha'n't  bother  him  to 
plain  this  order.  He  told  me  to  stay  h 
in  Leesburg  until  further  orders,  and  h 
I  stick." 

Kane  thought  it  all  over,  marveled 
ceedingly  at  the  marooning  of  bis  friei 
Mr.  Bedford,  and  returned  to  his  train 

The  word  had  gradually  spread  amc 
the  trainmen  that  Bedford  was  hung 
in  Leesburg,  and  every  train  crew  tl 
passed  through  the  town  had  considera 
to  say  on  the  subject,  but  Bedford  trea 
all  their  remarks  with  a  supreme  indifl 
ence.  At  the  terminal  no  one  dared 
speak  to  "The  Bug"  about  Bedford  s 
besides  all  the  trainmen  began  to  hav 
quiet  notion  that  "The  Bug"  had  bli 
dered,  and  after  giving  Bedford  the  or 
to  wait  in  Leesburg,  had  forgotten 
about  it.  The  trainmen  resolved  not 
speak  Bedford's  name  at  the  termi: 
and  do  nothing  to  remind  "The  Bug" 
the  lonely  James  waiting  patiently  on  I 
platform  of  Leesburg. 

Two  more  days  passed  away  and  J 
Bedford  still  remained  at  Leesburg. 
had  grown  to  be  a  great  object  of  inter 
to  the  villagers  by  this  time.  They  wi 
dered  what  a  real  live  conductor  could 
hanging  around  Leesburg  day  after  d 
and  apparently  having  nothing  to  do  1 
sit  under  a  shady  tree  across  the  tra< 
and  watch  the  trains  go  through. 

James  grew  tired  of  the  monotony  of  1 
station  platform  and  the  tree  and  beg 
spending  more  of  his  time  down  town, 
three  days  more  he  knew  the  name  of  evi 
man,  woman  and  child  in  Leesburg. 
attended  the  revival  services  at  the  Met] 
dist  church  at  night,  and  because  he  h 
a  strong  bass  voice  was  asked  to  sing 
the  choir,  and  accepted  the  offer,  and 
every  meeting  he  was  to  be  found  in 
place,  seated  in  his  chair  near  the  org; 
He  went  to  a  barn  raising  a  half-mile  f  r 
town  and  worked  with  might  and  mi 
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1  one  day  to  pat  up  the  framework  of 
i  Hollister's  new  barn. 
There  was  a  fire  in  town  one  night  and 
m  was  the  first  man  on  the  spot,  and 
ter  organizing  a  bucket  brigade  to  fight 
te  fire  climbed  np  a  ladder  and  rescued 
d  Mrs.  Thompkins  from  being  suffo- 
ited.  Through  his  efforts  the  town  was 
ived  from  a  conflagration  that  might 
ave  wiped  out  the  whole  of  the  town  of 
eesbnrg.  So  at  a  mass  meeting  of  citi- 
ms  the  next  day  Bedford  was  presented 
ith  a  gold  watch  as  big  as  a  biscnit  and 
ith  a  detailed  account  of  his  heroism 
1 graved  in  the  case. 

Another  week  passed  by.  Jim  in  the 
teantime  had  repaired  the  engine  in 
riser's  flour  mill  and  cured  old  man 
ohnson  of  the  rheumatism.  He  played 
le  fiddle  at  a  dance  at  Cyrus  Hunter's 
ad,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Boggies  being  ill 
om  the  effects  of  the  protracted  meet- 
igt  Jim  preached  the  funeral  for  old 
i  Hannerkin,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
owers  Township. 

It  was  a  beautiful  sermon,  too,  in  its 
ay.  Jim  said  that  Mr.  Si  Hannerkin 
ad  always  done  his  duty  and  run  right 
n  time,  and  that  he  always  stood  where 
is  superintendent,  Providence,  had  plac- 
d  him,  and  that  he  always  kept  a  full 
ead  of  steam  on  and  had  run  straight 
nd  true  all  his  life.  The  Towers  County 
Leview  that  week  said  it  was  the.  finest 
aneral  sermon  that  had  ever  been  heard 
l  Leesburg. 

The  next  week  Jim  taught  the  school 
>r  two  days  while  the  teacher  took  a 
acation  trip  home.  He  also  mixed  the 
aint  and  directed  the  work  of  painting 
le  engine  house.  He  had  become  quite 
□customed  to  life  in  Leesburg,  and  was 
onsidering  an  offer  of  the  miller  to  take 
im  into  partnership. 
One  day  "The  Bug"  was  talking  to  one 
f  the  telegraphers  in  the  division  super- 
ltendent's  office  at  the  terminal. 
"What  ever  became  of  that  man  Bed- 
>rd?"  asked  "The  Bug."  "Got  mad 
uddenly  and  quit  without  a  word,  didn't 
e?" 

••No,"  said  the  operator.  "Jim  wouldn't 
o  that.  He  was  too  sensible  a  fellow  to 
o  a  crazy  thing  like  that." 

"Well,  he's  not  here  any  more,"  snap- 
ed  "The  Bug."    "I  didn't  discharge 


him.  He  must  have  quit  of  his  own  ac- 
cord." 

"How  do  you  know  he  quit?"  asked  the 
telegraph  operator. 

"  'Cause  he  ain't  here,"  said  "The 
Bug." 

"When  did  he  quit?"  asked  the  oper- 
ator. 

"I  don't  know,"  snapped  "The  Bug," 
He  started  an  inquiry  to  find  out  when 

and  where  Bedford  had  quit  the  road. 

One  of  the  clerks,  after  a  long  hunt,  came 

in  and  showed  "The  Bug"  the  copy  of  a 

message. 

"Here's  the  last  record  we  have  of  Bed- 
ford, sir,"  said  the  clerk. 

"The  Bug"  read  the  order.  It  was  to 
Bedford,  conductor  train  No.  306,  and 
was  to  the  effect  that  Leary  was  to  bring 
train  No.  306  from  Leesburg,  and  that 
Bedford,  conductor,  was  to  wait  there  for 
orders." 

A  cold  sweat  began  to  break  out  on 
"The  Bug's"  forehead. 

"Is  that  the  last  train  order  in  regard 
to  Bedford?"  he  asked  in  alow,  halting 
voice.  The  clerk  said  it  was. 

"The  Bug"  turned  to  the  operator  and 
asked  him  to  call  up  Leesburg  and  ask 
where  Bedford  was.  The  answer  came 
back  in  an  instant: 

"Sitting  under  a  tree  across  the  track 
waiting  for  orders." 

Bedford  left  Leesburg  that  night  on  the 
first  train.  All  the  citizens  were  there  to 
bid  him  good-bye  and  the  choir  of  the 
church  sang,  "Till  We  Meet  Again,"  and 
made  it  doubly  effective  by  breaking  down 
and  weeping.  The  parting  would  have 
been  much  harder  bad  not  Bedford  assured 
the  gathering  that  he  would  be  back  again 
the  next  day  on  top  of  the  caboose  of 
train  No.  306. 

And  he  was.  "The  Bug"  never  showed 
by  the  slightest  sign  that  anything  un- 
usual had  happened,  and  Bedford  re- 
ceived half  pay  for  the  three  weeks  he 
had  been  waiting. 

"I'm  sorry  'The  Bug'  woke  up  and 
asked  after  me,"  said  Conductor  Bedford 
to  the  head  brakeman  the  next  day  as  his 
train  rumbled  out  of  Leesburg.  "I  would 
have  owned  that  town  in  two  months 
more  and  been  drawing  pay  as  a  con- 
ductor at  the  same  time.  'The  Bug'  is  a 
great  institution." 
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OUR  DAY  OP  SORROW.  * 


The  beautiful  custom  of  paying  tribute 
to  the  dead  was  appropriately  observed 
by  many  Divisions  on  the  day  set  apart  by 
the  Grand  Chief  Conductor,  and  the  gen- 
erally gathering  interest  in  these  events 
seems  to  point  toward  a  more  enthusiastic 
observance  of  these  rites  in  the  years 
to  come.  If  the  hearts  of  men  who  fought 
side  by  side  are  welded  in  friendship's 
bonds  after  a  service  of  four  years  to- 
gether, what  an  intensity  must  exist 
among  men  whose  lives  have  been  spent 
in  a  service  whose  calling  is  nearly  as 
hazardous  as  war  !  They  are  of  the  same 
common  clay  and  partake  of  the  same 
natures;  why  should  their  reunions  be 
less  happy  or  that  separation  that  re- 
moves one  of  their  number  to  that  borne 
from  which  no  traveler  ever  returns,  be 
less  mourned  ? 

These  observances  have  an  influence 
over  our  lives  and  serves  to  forcibly  re- 
mind us  that  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are 
in  death.  We  are  all  apt  to  lose  sight  of 
that  eternity  that  we  are  fast  approach- 
ing unless  we  are  reminded  of  it,  which 
so  often  happens,  by  the  taking  away  of 
one  of  our  number.  The  striking  con- 
trast between  the  glow  of  health  that 
brightens  our  comrade's  face  today,  and 
the  lifeless  clay  that  we  gaze  upon  tomor- 
row, compels  the  most  hardened  and 
reckless  among  us  to  stop  and  say  to 
himself,  who  will  be  next?  Whether 


that  great  beyond,  be  a  place  of  etero 
silence  where  even  the  mind  does  not  exi: 
or  whether  it  be  the  opposite,  the  sadce 
we  feel  at  parting  is  none  the  less  painfi 
for  in  everyone's  heart  under  such  ci 
cumstanees  there  comes  the  feeling  th 
the  friendships  formed  are  over;  that  tl 
kind  and  generous  nature  that  in  life  r 
sponded  so  liberally  to  every  appeal  ft 
aid  wonld  never  again  gladden  a  suffer  n 
heart,  and  that  he  who  had  been  a  kii 
father  and  a  loving  husband  could  i 
longer  watch  over  those  he  loved. 

With  thoughts  like  these  that  have  le 
their  impressions  upon  our  hearts,  v 
meet  each  year  to  commune  together  ai 
pay  a  loving  tribute  to  those  who  ha^ 
gone  before,  but  whose  memory  is  ev 
present  with  us.  Our  hearts  are  soften, 
under  the  gentle  influences  we  feel  with 
this  circle  and  we  are  reminded  how  u 
stable  is  life.  It  should  be  an  incent  i 
to  us  to  keep  ever  in  mind  that  life 
but  a  span  and  is  worthy  of  effort  to  c 
all  the  good  we  can  toward  our  fell  o , 
man-  and  Brother.  The  reminiscences  i 
a  well  spent  life  or  even  a  life  that  b 
tween  the  rifts  of  clouds  we  can  see  son 
beautiful  act  shining  forth,  is  worth  r 
calling  and  may,  perhaps,  bring  happ 
ness  to  some  sad  heart  whose  comfo 
and  protector  he  was.  At  the  same  tin 
these  virtues  inspire  us  with  nobl 
thoughts  that  tend  to  elevate  our  aims 
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and  leave  behind  us  a  memory  that 
I  be  cherished  by  all.  The  tenderest 
turn  an  sympathies  are  awakened  upon 
se  occasions  and  if  the  kind  words 
ken  of  our  brothers  awaken  a  re- 
nsive  chord  in  our  hearts,  with  how 
:h  more  force  must  it  fall  upon  the 
rts  of  those  who  listen  to  the  eulogies 
speak  of  their  dead.  We  may  fittingly 
:r  to  these  ""gatherings  as  an  influence 
ch  is  like  the  cement  that  unites  the 
odations  of  the  temple,  binding  out 
rts  together  in  bonds  of  friendship- 
brotherly  love. 

he  long  roster  of  the  dead— those 
>  communed  with  us  on  our  last  Day 


of  Sorrow,  are  gone,  leaving  nothing 
behind  them  except  the  memory  we 
cherish  and  which  we  hope  shall  flourish 
in  immortal  green  so  long  as  the  founda- 
tions last  upon  which  our  noble  institution 
rests.  May  their  lives  and  the  noble  acts 
that  shine  forth  as  stars  in  the  broad  fir- 
mament above  us,  be  an  incentive  "to  so 
live  that  when  our  time  comes,  whether 
it  be  among  the  ruins  of  a  wrecked  train 
or  the  shriek  of  escaping  steam,  may  we 
hear  the  welcome  mandate,  *  Well  done, 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  thou  hast 
been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will 
make  thee  ruler  over  many  things:  Enter 
thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.'  " 


STRIKES  AND  BLACKLISTS. 


he  suit  for  damages  brought  against 
nonr  &  Co.,  Nelson  Morris  &  Co.,  and 

Fairbanks  Canning  Company  by 
an  ah  O'Day  for  blacklist  has  brought 
ecision  that  is  viewed  by  several  legal 
its  in  the  same  way,  namely,  that 

blacklist  and  the  boycott  are  both 
il  and  stand  upon  the  same  footing 
far  as  the  rights  of  persons  are  con- 
ned who  make  use  of  them, 
adge  Waterman  says  that,  strictly 
aking,  the  right  to  employment  is  only 
ght  to  offer  oneself  for  employment, 
I  that  a  combined  agreement  not  to 
5  on  the  part  of  firms  and  corpora- 
is  is  no  more  actionable  than  a  com- 
ation  of  workingmen  who  have  agreed 

to  be  hired  by  certain  proprietors, 
is  places  the  boycott  and  the'  blacklist 
:he  same  category,  which  means  that 
ions  which,  no  matter  what  the  mo- 
ss or  result,  are  legal  and  cannot  be 
de  cause  for  legal  prosecution, 
'here  are  some  things  which  individu- 
do  not  see  alike,  possibly  founded  on 

fact  that  neither  have  had  opportu- 
y  of  viewing  the  proposition  from  the 
er's  standpoint.  It  is  possible  that 
ong  all  the  opinions  handed  down 
ich  guided  Judge  Waterman  in  render- 
;  an  opinion  in  the  case  above  cited 
it  not  one  has  ever  stood  in  the  shoes 
labor  begging  for  what  he  believed  to 
right  and  because  he  was  continually 


denied  those  privileges  that  were  only 
just,  ceased  to  continue  longer  in  the 
employ  of  the  firm  that  denied  them; 
then,  prompted  by  a  spirit  of  humanity r 
spread  his  warning  to  others  in  order  to 
protect  them  from  being  made  subjects 
of  conditions  that  forced  those  taking 
the  initiative  from  further  service.  One 
is  a  condition  of  dollars  and  cents;  the 
other  is  a  condition  of  life  and  happiness. 
If  they  stand  subject  to  the  same  opera- 
tion of  law,  weighing  in  the  balance  the 
pittance  that  labor  demands  as  her  share 
for  honest  toil,  against  the  life  and  hap- 
piness of  the  laborer  and  those  depend- 
ent upon  him,  then  Judge  Waterman  is 
right.  The  Record-Herald  comments  as 
follows : 

Judge  Waterman's  decision  as  to  strikes 
and  blacklists  is  strictly  logical.  If  either 
is  justifiable  under  the  law  the  other 
certainly  is,  because  they  are  virtually 
the  same  in  principle.  The  strikers  say 
we  will  none  of  us  work  for  a  certam 
firm.  The  employers  say  we  will  not 
hire  such  and  such  people.  There  is  a 
combination  in  both  cases,  and  as  much 
of  conspiracy  in  the  one  as  in  the  other. 
They  may  be  supplemented  by  illegal 
acts,  but  by  themselves  they  cannot  oe 
considered  unlawful. 

The  blacklist  may  be  more  easily  ex- 
tended than  a  strike.  For  example,  it 
might  be  spread  from  city  to  city  undeT 
the  simplest  form  of  agreement  and  make 
it  almost  impossible  for  an  expert  special- 
ist to  get  employment  anywhere.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  is  hardly  a  possi- 
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bility  of  its  spreading  through  intimida- 
tion as  strikes  do.  The  separate  em- 
ployers remain  wholly  independent  of 
each  other  in  the  matter,  whereas  many 
of  the  strikers  of  any  single  group  are 
forced  out  by  the  sentiment  which  is 
most  vociferous  within  the  group.  A 
sinister  feature  maybe  discovered,  there- 
fore, in  both  strike  and  blacklist  which 
is  not  resolvable  into  an  illegal  action. 

The  common  incident  of  strikes  which 
brings  them  into  conflict  with  the  law 
and  alienates  public  sympathy  is  the  vio- 
lence which  is  practiced  toward  those 
who  seek  to  fill  the  places  vacated  by  the 
strikers.  This  often  results  in  most  seri- 
ous criminal  acts  and  is  wholly  indefensi- 
ble in  law  or  morals.  The  subject  is 
probably  confused  somewhat  by  such 
associations,  but  in  considering  the 
simple  strike  the  laymen  would  agree  at 
once  with  the  common  sense  of  the  court's 
reasoning.  He  would  also  agree  that  the 
right  not  to  employ  was  as  clear  as  the 
right  not  to  work. 

There  are  underlying,  principles  that, 
in  our  opinion,  are  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  Record-Herald  nor 
Judge  Waterman.  If  both  the  blacklist 
and  the  boycott  are  to  be  classed  in  the 
same  category  then  all  surrounding  con- 
ditions that  go  to  make  them  up  must 
bear  similar  relations.  We  have  always 
believed  that  cause  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  instituting  either  the 
boycott  or  blacklist.  Both  afford  a 
means  of  punishment  in  retaliation  of 
gross  betrayal  of  confidence  or  unjust 
persecution.  But,  while  they  resemble 
each  other  in  operation  to  some  extent 
there  is  still  a  marked  difference  between 
them. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  social 
condition  of  every  community  depends 
upon  how  the  individual  members  of  that 
community  are  employed  and  upon  their 
ability  to  maintain  a  certain  standard  of 
living  common  to  those  about  them.  In 
communities  where  the  standard  of  living 
is  lowl  as  in  Porto  Rico,  their  natural 
indolence  and  small  necessities  seem  to 
lead  them  to  accept  indigence  and  va- 
grancy as  no  great  evils.  Their  social 
condition  has  not  taught  them  to  want 
those  things  that  are  sought  for  by  more 
enlightened  communities.  "A  banana  diet 
and  a  palm  shack  with  a  single  room 
covers  alike  the  needs  and  ambitions  of 
life.'.'  And  we  may  expect  that  this  con- 
dition will  prevail  so  long  as  the  bare 


necessities  of  existence  can  be  obtai: 
by  the  minimum  of  labor.  But  are  t 
a  people  that  contribute  to  our  gen« 
advancement?  Assuredly  not.  They  i 
be  happy,  isolated  as  they  are,  in  a  sei 
from  us,  but  let  them  be  brought  to 
shores  and  planted  among  us  and  1 
soon  that  state  of  indigence  and  vagra 
would  be  felt  by  the  community! 
any  influence  pour  in  an  influx  of  idl< 
unemployed  upon  a  community  and 
effect  must  be  one  that  at  once  desti 
its  harmony  and  peace,  that  which  ah 
all  things  is  paramount  and  for  whict 
things  else  must  be  sacrificed,  1 
being  true  we  have  exposed  the  effec 
the  blacklist  that  operates  to  this  si 
end  when  any  considerable  numbe: 
men  are  exiled  from  employment, 
the  boycott  cannot  be  charged  an: 
these  pernicious  influences  to  soci 
It  may  be  considered  an  instrument 
right  by  which  those  conditions  are 
tained  that  build  up  society  by  secui 
for  those  who  find  it  necessary  to  pr< 
cute  such  an  action,  those  things  t 
contribute  to  their  health,  happiness 
comfort.  We  have  never  yet  seen  a  t 
cott  instituted  from  any  other  cause  t 
to  secure  some  concession  that  rightf 
belonged  to  labor.  Now,  if  peace 
harmony  are  paramount,  and  these 
the  basic  principles  of  social  life,  anc 
depends  upon  the  harmony  within 
ranks  of  labor,  then  the  demands  of  It 
should  be  heard  and  recognized  be 
those  complaints  that  affect  a  single 
poration  or  individual.  The  effect  of 
boycott  is  to  influence  those  in  sympi 
with  the  aggrieved  from  extending  t 
patronage  to  such  corporation  or 
that  refuses  those  concessions  that  h 
believes  it  is  entitled  to.  The  effec 
the  blacklist  is  to  bar  from  employn 
for  certain  reasons,  men  who  would 
gage  in  service  wherever  influence  cai 
lent  to  prevent  their  doing  so.  They 
similar  in  operation,  as  we  have  said, 
the  latter  is  like  the  ivy  that  poisons 
very  spring  that  nourishes  it  and 
affect  the  entire  community,  while 
other  only  extends  to  the  individua 
terests  of  a  firm  or  corporation  wl 
refusal  to  meet  the  just  demands  of  li 
gives  them  the  right  to  quit  or  influi 
others  to  do  so,  or  withold  their  pat 
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» as  they  see  fit,  or  influence  others  to 
so. 

7e  have  said  that  we  believed  cause 
mid  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
titnting  the  blacklist  and  the  boycott. 
:he  boycott  can  be  said  to  be  product- 
of  bringing  abont  those  concessions 
t  result  beneficially  to  society  in  an 
irect  way,  so  can  the  blacklist  be  used 
bring  about  beneficial  results,  but  it 
tuld  be  confined  to  drastic  cases  that 
clearly  a  protection  to  society,  and 
prosecuted  under  cover  so  that  those 
unst  whom  charges  have  been  laid 
inot  have  opportunity  to  prove  their 
ocence  before  the  community  of  which 
y  form  a  part. 

lie  boycott  is  open  in  its  operation 
1  carries  on  the  face  of  it  the  charges 
t  inspire  it.  Those  charges  in  them- 
ves  are  an  appeal  for  justice.  It  does 
:  place  the  firm  or  corporation  in  a 
iition  that  leaves  it  no  defense  nor 
isibility  for  adjustment.  It  is  open, 
refore  honorable,  and  herein  lies 
>ther  difference  between  the  boycott 
i  the  blacklist. 

Returning  again  to  the  blacklist  when 
tifiable :  As  will  be  seen,  our  preju- 
e  rests  upon  the  secret  cover  beneath 
ich  it  operates,  thus  making  it  possi- 

for  any  person  to  put  charges  in  the 
n's  mouth  without  disclosing  their 
ntity,  and  thus  make  the  accused  a 
tim  of  a  secret  council  before  which 

has  no  privilege  to  defend  himself, 
e  most  radical  difference  between  the 
fcott  and  the  blacklist,  therefore,  is 
*  cover  under  which  the  latter  operates, 
i  which  constitutes  its  chief  function. 


If  we  were  to  lay  aside  this  cover  and 
persecute  the  blacklist  openly  the 
plumage  thus  laid  aside  would  develop  a 
different  looking  bird  altogether.  Under 
these  conditions  an  unlawful  or  disgrace- 
ful act  could  be  proclaimed  justly  and 
the  prohibitive  influence  of  the  blacklist 
extended  just  as  far  or  farther  than  is 
now  done  in  secret. 

Any  action  that  tends  to  deprive  an  in- 
dividual of  the  right  to  defend  himself  is 
illegal,  but  the  influence  that  places  a 
ban  upon  his  earning  power  and  dumps 
him  a  pauper  upon  a  community  is  damn- 
able if  the  victim  is  guilty  of  no  graver 
charge  than  trying  to  better  his  moral  or 
social  condition,  which  frequently  pre- 
sents the  most  common  grounds  for  in- 
stituting the  blacklist. 

An  exchange  asks:  "Is  there  any  justi- 
fiable ground  for  boycott  after  all?" 
The  boycott  instituted  by  Typographical 
Union  No.  6  of  New  York  presents  a  case 
that  answers  that  question  most  force- 
fully to  our  mind,  and,  we  believe,  satis- 
factorily to  the  mind  of  every  fair-minded 
man,  that  there  does  exist  justifiable 
reasons  for  the  boycott.  Shorn  of  its 
garb  of  secrecy  and  given  that  publicity 
that  attends  the  boycott,  the  blacklist 
could  be  made  to  serve  a  purpose  equally 
useful  to  the  community  by  holding  up 
before  the  eyes  of  the  people  those  who 
commit  crimes  against  our  laws,  thus 
calling  for  their  banishment  from  the 
community  if  found  guilty;  but  prose- 
cuted on  the  same  lines  with  ancient 
Venitian  methods,  the  blacklist  stinks 
with  infamy  that  it  more  often  places 
upon  the  innocent  than  the  guilty. 


A  GOOD  POLICY  SO  PAR  AS  IT  GOES. 


Ve  quote  herewith  an  extract  from 
nton's  Magazine  for  May,  that  compli- 
nts  the  policy  of  the  New  York  Cen- 
1,  whose  purpose  it  is  said  is  to  build 
ployes'  quarters  along  its  lines 
aipped  with  home  conveniences  and 
pplied  with  those  features  that  make 
at  once  attractive  and,  at  the  same 
le  supplying  educational  advantages 
the  men  that  are  intended  to  make 


them  more  reliable  and  competent  em- 
ployes : 

As  another  evidence  of  progress  and 
improved  relations  between  large  cor- 
porations and  labor,  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral Railroad  is  making  it  a  part  of  its 
policy  to  recognize  that  it  has  a  duty 
toward  the  social  and  civic  welfare  of  its 
employes  as  well  as  an  interest  in  their 
economic  efficiency.  The  excellent  ex- 
ample set  by  Mr.  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  in 
erecting  a  building  for  the  use  of  the 
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employes  of  the  New  York  Central,  furn- 
ishing attractive  quarters  for  social  meet- 
ing, well-equipped  dining  rooms,  sleep- 
ing rooms  for  the  men  away  from  home, 
a  library,  reading  room,  baths,  gym- 
nasium, lectures,  etc.,  practically  tree, 
set  the  pace  which  the  company  is  making 
it  a  part  of  its  policy  to  follow.  Accord- 
ing to  a  recent  report,  these  facilities  are 
bemg  established  along  this  whole  sys- 
tem. An  encouraging  feature  of  this  is 
that  the  company  expressly  recognizes 
that  it  is  inspired  to  this  policy  for  social 
and  patriotic  as  well  as  business  reasons. 
They  have  found  that  the  better  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  employes  live 
and  work  the  better  and  more  intelligent 
citizens  they  are  and  the  more  trust- 
worthy and  competent  workmen.  In  other 
words,  the  experience  is  that  t£e  best 
economic  policy  for  a  large  corporation  is 
that  which  does  the  most  for  the  social 
opportunities  and  personal  welfare  of  the 
laborers;  that  the  bloodless  method  of 
treating  labor  solely  as  an  instrument  of 
production,  out  of  which  the  maximum 
work  should  be  extracted  and  into  which 
the  minimum  wealth,  opportunity  and 
social  culture  should  be  infused,  is  bad 
business,  bad  economy,  and  ultimately 
results  in  bad  statesmanship  which  may 
react  disastrously  upon  business;  in 
short,  that  it  is  as  uneconomic  as  it  is 
unpatriotic. 

We  have  nothing  whatever  to  criticise 
in  the  influences  that  such  an  institution 
wields  over  men  who  participate  in  its 
benefits.  And  that  they  will  participate 
there  is  no  doubt,  for  they  will  naturally 
make  effort  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  an  in- 
stitution to  which  they  are  required  to  con- 
tribute to  maintain.  Still,  with  all  the 
benefits  that  are  derived  from  it  the  real 
benefit  that  the  wife  derives  is  a  great 
deal  like  a  second  hand  smoke,  purchased 
with  a  part  of  the  family  savings;  it  is 
greatly  enjoyed  by  the  head  of  the  house 
and  her  pleasure  exists  in  seeing  the 
comfort  he  takes  in  it.  We  are  not  all 
smokers,  however,  and  along  this  line 
will  say  that  all  men  are  not  alike  in- 
clined to  enjoy  luxuries  that  they  cannot 
share  with  her  who  saves  the  pennies  to 
make  ends  meet.  The  influence  of  such 
an  institution  cannot  be  overestimated, 
still,  could  the  same  pleasures  be  shared 
among  those  at  home,  how  much  more 
beneficial  to  the  community  in  general 
would  it  be ! 

It  may  reasonably  be  plead  that  there 
is  no  reason  why  a  railroad  company 
should  extend  an  economic  policy  to 


affect  the  families  of  their  employes  aft 
the  plan  arranged  for  those  in  immedia 
service,  because  the  benefits  that  accn 
from  such  policy  extended  to  the  fami 
could  not  be  said  to  affect  the  enteres 
of  that  company  one  way  or  another, 
may  also  be  plead  that  the  benefits  d 
rived  by  each  employe  could  not  1 
secured  elsewhere  at  the  same  price  i 
that  paid  in  as  membership  assessment 
Probably  not,  but  let  us  look  at  the  prop 
sition  as  it  is :  As  a  general  propositi* 
all  pleasures  and  advantages  of  a  hot 
should  be  shared  alike..  If  one  or  ti 
other  indulge  constantly  in  some  plea 
ure  or  pursuit  he  follows  a  path  th 
isolates  him  to  a  certain  extent  from  h 
companion,  either  as  affects  that  coi 
pan  ion's  society  or  their  thoughts  e 
pressed.  An  unselfish  devotion  mi 
prompt  the  wife  to  remain  silent  ai 
enjoy(?)  the  "smoke,"  but  the  luxury 
not  one  that  benefits  her  in  the  same  pr 
portion  as  her  companion. 

If  they  are  to  be  companions,  let  the 
enjoy  their  pleasures  and  pursuits 
common.  If  it  is  not  possible  to  do  th 
with  the  salaries  paid  for  the  class  ser 
ice  he  is  in,  it  would  have  a  farthe 
reaching  influence  upon  the  communi 
generally  to  increase  the  wage  of  the  ei 
ploye  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  sha 
them  alike  with  those  dependent  up< 
him.  We  believe  that  the  New  York  Ce 
tral  means  to  be  fair  in  many  respec 
and  that  their  interest  in  the  condition 
their  employes  is  not  alone  confined 
making  more  intelligent  and  capab 
draught  horses  out  of  the  men,  but  th 
they  are  really  interested  in  the  welfa 
of  those  who  represent  so  great  a  corpor 
tion  as  this  largest  of  railroad  system 
Still,  a  comparison  of  wage  rates,  espe< 
ally  among  men  engaged  in  train  servic 
shows  them  far  behind  other  lines,  ev< 
of  the  Vanderbilt  system,  of  which  it  is 
part.  The  education  of  the  American 
peculiar  in  some  respects.  He  cann 
lay  aside  that  democratic  spirit  th 
gives  him  the  right  to  say  what  he  she 
do  with  his  own  money.  It  would  see 
an  injustice  to  him  to  take  away  tl 
right  to  invest  it  as  he  sees  fi 
even  were  he  convinced  that  you  we: 
buying  more  goods  for  the  money  the 
he  could  buy,  or,  were  investing  it  to 
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Btter  end  to  himself  than  he  would  in- 
sat  it.  On  the  continent  a  man  may  not 
9  anything:  nntil  he  has  a  permit;  in 
merica  a  man  may  do  anything  unless 
b  is  forbidden.  Such  is  the  difference 
I  privilege  and  accounts  for  the  spirit 
I  submission  with  which  such  features 
re  accepted  by  employes  of  European 
rilways  and  may  fairly  be  said  to  enter 
ito  the  consideration  of  wage. 
What  our  American  men  want  is  the 


right  to  spend  their  money  as  they  like. 
In  their  demands  they  are  only  just,  and 
if  the  wage  rate  paid  by  the  Central 
equaled  that  paid  by  its  connecting  line 
for  similar  service  they  could  surround 
themselves  and  their  families  as  well 
with  those  comforts  and  possibilities  for 
mental  development  that  with  the  present 
arrangement  can  only  affect  the  men 
themselves. 


TRADE  UNIONS'  DEPENDENCE  UPON  ABLE  LEADERSHIP. 


The  unsatisfactory  condition  of  affairs 
arrounding  labor  in  several  parts  of  the 
rantry  and  the  influence  that  is  forcing 
ito  idleness  an  army  of  unemployed,  are 
ecoming  serious  problems  to  the  people 
ho  fear  the  ultimate  effect  of  these  wage 
ars.  Many  noted  economists  are  trying 
>  find  a  tangible  solution  for  these  grad- 
ally  growing  outbreaks  and  a  remedy  to 
revent  their  recurrence.  They  have 
een  moderately  successful  in  determin- 
ig  reasons  for  the  outbreaks  for  they  all 
oint  to  those  modern  conditions  that 
emand  a  higher  state  of  cultivation  of 
lind  and  brighter  surroundings. 
Such  is  the  aim  of  labor  unions  and  so 
Losely  are  their  objects  allied  with  the 
dvancement  of  our  nation  that  they  are 
onsidered  analogous  to  progress.  It 
ill  be  readily  seen  that  any  attempt  to 
inder  or  impede  the  tendency  that  con- 
ributes  toward  advancement  means  the 
erangement  of  onr  social  machinery, 
pon  the  American  workingman  depends 
ar  progress  as  a  nation.  It  is  true  we 
mst  have  capital  as  well,  but  there  can 
e  no  capital  without  labor.  Let  us  take 
>r  example  a  man  who  puts  his  capital 
ito  one  thousand  miles  of  elegantly 
^nipped  road  that  approaches  perfection 
s  nearly  as  it  is  possible  to  build  it; 
hat  would  such  a  line  be  worth  if  there 
ere  no  men  to  operate  it?  or  it  the  country 
traversed  produced  no  freight  for  it  to 
aul  ?  Capital  expects  returns  upon  its 
i vestment  in  the  shape  of  dividends,  and 
iterest;  labor  expects  returns  for  its  in- 
sstment  in  the  shape  of  constantly  im- 
roving  opportunities  so  that  he  that 


renders  service  may  live  better,  receive 
better  wages  and  improve  his  surround- 
ings. The  tendency  of  the  capitalist  is  to 
reach  out  and  secure  those  things  that  in- 
crease his  gains;  the  tendency  of  the 
laborer  is  to  reach  out  and  secure  those 
conditions  that  will  enable  him  to  become 
a  better  and  more  intelligent  citizen.  A 
natural  aptitude  fits  one  to  grasp  the  de- 
tails of  any  situation  and  shape  them  to 
his  will  thus  surmounting  obstacles  that 
his  less  fortunate  neighbor  must  strive  a 
lifetime  to  accomplish.  The  talent  that 
develops  in  another,  ranks  him  in  another 
capacity,  perhaps  as  a  laborer  who  has 
the  same  ambitions  but  who  lacks  that 
gift  of  generalship  that  falls  upon  his  more 
fortunate  neighbor,  thus  proving  that  the 
same  traits  of  character  run  through 
mankind  as  prevailed  at  the  time  when 
some  were  made  to  be  the  bearer  of  bur- 
dens, some  to  be  hewers  of  wood  and 
gravers  of  gold  and  silver  and  others  to 
be  overseers  to  set  the  people  a- work. 
The  wages  paid  in  wheat,  barley,  wine  and 
oil  must,  we  imagine,  have  been  entirely 
satisfactory.  If  so  they  were  a  happy, 
contented  lot,  for  whatever  our  station  in 
life  if  those  desires  to  which  we  have  been 
educated  are  gratified  we  will  work  in 
harmony  together.  This  education  in 
ancient  times  consisted  in  the  gratifica- 
tion of  temporal  wants;  and,  we  are  in- 
formed, that  the  day  was  so  divided  as  to 
give  eight  hours  for  work;  eight  hours  for 
refreshment  and  sleep  and  eight  hours  for 
the  relief  of  the  distressed  and  worship 
of  God.  Modern  conditions,  however, 
have  brought  about  a  state  of  affairs  that 
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God  gets  a  very  small  slice  while  the  first 
eight  hours  is  proportionately  increased. 
While  the  worship  of  God  may  not  enter 
so  materially  into  the  struggle  that  labor 
is  making  to  secure  a  restoration  of  the 
division  of  time  according  to  ancient 
methods,  it  is  entering  upon  a  very  im- 
portant battle  to  secure  the  hours  for  the 
education  of  the  mind  and  the  upbuild- 
ing of  human  character.  We  can  con- 
ceive of  no  ambition  more  laudable  in 
the  sight  of  God  nor  more  productive  of 
good  to  any  community.  It  is  but  nat- 
ural that  the  education  of  three  thous- 
and years  should  demand  more  than  the 
wages  that  satisfied  the  builders  of  Solo- 
man's  temple.  A  part  of  that  education 
has  been  that  among  our  workmen  we 
have  those  who  are  eminently  fitted  to 
act  as  overseers  who  are  debarred  under 
the  law  of  "supply  and  demand."  These 
we  have  been  taught  by  experience  are 
endowed  with  that  wisdom  that  makes 
their  counsel  good  to  follow  and  leaders 
who  can  point  out  the  way  by  which  we 
can  successfully  reach  those  concessions 
that  bring  to  us  the  reward  of  our  labor 
in  its  true  worth.  It  is  of  crucial  im- 
portance therefore,  that  we  make  a  wise 
choice  in  the  selection  of  these  leaders. 
The  justness  of  labor's  cause  is  too  well 
known  to  be  dwelt  upon  here  and  devel- 
opments have  arisen  that  prove  that  the 
assertion  of  our  principles  will  amount 
to  nothing  unless  backed  up  by  a  conser- 
vative action  and  led  by  men  whose  in- 
tegrity and  influence  has  gained  a  place 
in  the  respect  of  our  opponents  and  the 
esteem  of  his  followers 

Gunton  in  his  review  of  the  month, 
says: 

The  larger  and  more  widespread  in- 
dustrial concentration  becomes,  the  more 
important  it  is  that  organized  labor 
should  develop  correspondingly  in 
strength,  influence  and  high  quality  of 
leadership.  It  is  not  one  whit  less  essen- 
tial that  a  "stable  equilibrium"  of  econ- 
omic power  be  maintained  among  the 
various  factors  that  share  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  wealth  than  that  these  same 
factors  be  organized  to  the  point  of 
greatest  efficiency  in  the  production  of 
this  wealth.  Indeed,  from  the  broad 
social  standpoint,  there  is  no  justification 
for  the  concentration  of  capital  unless 
the  resulting  benefits  extend  to  the  com- 
munity in  general,  which  means  chiefly 
the  wage-earners,   because  more  than 


three-quarters  of  the  population  is  in 
wage,  or  salary,  receiving  class. 

Just  at  this  moment,  when  the  grea 
industrial  consolidation  in  the  wor 
history  has  been  consummated,  it  i 
crucial  importance  that  no  point  be 
in  maintaining  and  advancing  the  pr< 
status  of  organized  labor.  If  a  ser 
effort  were  to  be  made  to  break  d< 
labor  organization  or  restrict  the  f 
dom  of  laborers  to  unite  for  mutual 
vantage  and  protection,  by  dischar* 
men  for  belonging  to  unions,  the  wl 
American  people  would  have  an  inte 
in  seeing  that  any  such  undertaking 
with  the  most  determined  and  widespi 
resistance. 

In  graduating  the  virtues  upon  whi< 
"stable equilibrium"  depends,  Mr.  Gut 
has  placed  "high  quality  of  leadersh 
at  the  head  where,  in  our  opinion 
properly  belongs.  As  many  as  have  s 
the  results  and  felt  the  influences  c 
wise  leadership,  naturally  impart  t 
influence  to  others  and  the  result  : 
wide-spread  desire  to  unite  with  a  b 
whose  chain  of  influences  secure  tb 
conditions  that  obtain.  It  is  there) 
earnestly  desired  by  every  person  i 
has  the  interests  of  labor  at  heart,  to 
wise  and  prudent  leaders  at  the  heac 
every  organized  body.  One  of  our  si: 
organizations  is  looked  upon  with 
little  anxiety  by  those  who  see  the  ne« 
sity  for  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  i 
dence  in  carrying  on  their  strike  with 
greatest  combination  the  world  has  c 
known.  We  do  not  assume  that  the  lc 
ers  having  this  strike  on  hand  are  lack 
in  any  particular,  but  we  must  not  uni 
estimate  the  strength  of  their  advers 
either.  There  are  cool  heads  work 
the  problem  at  "the  other  end  of 
wire"  and  it  will  require  cool  heads 
meet  them  on  any  proposition.  As 
success  of  any  great  undertaking  depe 
upon  quality  of  its  leadership,  we  \ 
naturally  look  upon  the  leaders  in  1 
instance  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  i 
they  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  fact  t 
they  must,  in  a  great  degree,  be  t 
accountable  for  its  successful  terminati 

The  billion-and-a-half-dollar  steel  tr 
represents  a  concentration  of  capital  t 
should  extend  to  the  community  a  ben 
through  those  it  employs  by  grant 
them  the  reasonable  concessions  t 
ask.  With  the  advance  of  progress  i 
conditions  arise  that  call  for  increa 
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wage  from  time  to  time,  just  as  new  'con- 
ditions arise  in  trade  that  give  greater 
returns  on  the  amount  invested.  The 
people  understand  this  and  their  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  great  majority,  be- 
cause upon  them  directly  depends  the 
distribution  of  wealth  that  comes  in  the 
form  of  wages. 

The  American  citizen  has  gone  too  far 
beyond  that  point  at  which  he  can  be 
turned  aside  in  his  struggle  for  better 
conditions.  Education  has  taught  him 
what  his  labor  is  worth  in  the  market, 
while  competition  has  brought  it  up  to 
the  highest  standard  of  efficiency.  No 


influence  that  capital  can  wield  will  ever 
drag  him  back  into  ignorance  and  barbar- 
ism. He  has  his  flag  planted  high  and 
means  to  plant  it  still  higher  in  spite  of 
the  opposition  he  is  receiving  at  present. 
We  believe  that  the  subject  of  able  leader- 
ship will  take  the  attention  of  many 
unions  throughout  the  country  before 
long.  It  is  right  that  it  should,  and 
when  all  have  chosen  wisely  the  "stable 
equilibrium"  of  economic  power,  of  which 
Mr.  Gunton  speaks,  will  be  maintained 
among  the  various  factors  that  share  in 
the  distribution  of  wealth. 


A\R.  SCHWAB  OH  TRADE  UNIONS. 


A  man  whose  broad  business  capacity 
has  placed  him  in  so  prominent  a  position 
as  that  held  by  Mr.  Schwab,  president  of 
the  billion-and-a-half  dollar  steel  trust, 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  make  the 
statement  that  he  made  before  the  indus- 
trial commission  through  ignorance  when 
he  gave  labor  unions  his  unwarranted 
thrust.   He  said : 

Under  the  labor-union  system  all  mem- 
bers are  reduced  to  a  dead  level  of 
equality,  and  the  wage  scale  largely  is 
determined  by  the  worth  and  capability 
of  the  cheapest  workman,  instead  of  the 
most  capable  and  highest  priced.  This 
narrows  opportunity,  dulls  ambition  and 
gives  no  man  a  chance  to  rise. 

Assuming  that  these  are  his  candid  im- 
pressions his  sphere  of  usefulness  to  the 
world  is,  after  all,  quite  limited,  and 
could  be  vastly  improved  by  the  use  of  a 
little  old  horse  sense  and  a  little  investi- 
gation of  facts  as  they  exist.  No  one  will 
believe  that  Mr.  Schwab  uttered  this 
statement  in  ignorance  of  the  actual  con- 
dition of  affairs,  or  that  he  believed  what 
he  said  to  be  true.  It  was  a  side  thrust 
at  labor  unions,  inspired  by  his  antipathy 
for  them  and  not  a  statement  of  actual 
conditions  as  they  have  come  under  his 
observation. 

Gunton's  Magazine  for  June  arrays 
itself  against  the  statement  made  by  Mr. 
Schwab,  and  says: 

This  is  the  old,  stale  charge  against 
trade  unions,  which  never  was  sustained, 
because  in  any  general  sense  it  never  was 
true.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  federa- 


tion of  labor  has  asked  to  submit  a  re- 
buttal to  Mr.  Schwab's  statement  on  this 
point,  and  we  shall  be  greatly  surprised 
if  it  does  not  effectively  dispose  of  him 
to  his  discredit.  Mr.  Schwab  appears 
to  have  imbibed  the  bad  as  well 
as  the  good  in  Mr.  Carnegie's  methods. 
The  treatment  of  organized  labor,  and 
especially  that  disastrous  conflict  at 
Homestead  in  1892,  stands  out,  and  prob- 
ably will  forever  stand  out,  as  a  blot  on 
the  industrial  management  of  Mr.  Car- 
negie, which  no  amount  of  free  libraries 
can  ever  obliterate. 

That  workinjgmen  make  mistakes,  are 
narrow,  suspicious  and  sometimes  treach- 
erous, and  do  not  always  keep  their 
agreements,  will  not  be  denied.  They 
have  all  the  weaknesses  that  ignorance 
and  crude  conditions  naturally  produce, 
but  their  improvement  can  only  come 
along  the  same  lines  as  the  improvement 
of  an  other  classes — association  and  or- 

fanization.  Of  this,  Mr.  Schab,  as  presi- 
ent  of  the  billion-and-a-half  dollar  steel 
corporation,  is  the  most  conspicuous  rep- 
resentative. A  more  striking  spectacle 
of  unfairness  could  hardly  be  found  than 
the  head  of  a  steel  "trust"  arguing  be- 
fore the  industrial  commission  against 
the  right  of  workingmen  to  organize  in 
their  own  interest.  A  mere  sense  of  the 
fitness  of  things  should  have  admonished 
Mr.  Schwab  to  be  silent  on  that  subject. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  he  should 
have  remained  quiet  on  that  subject.  He 
has  done  nothing  more  than  to  expose 
his  vindictiveness  toward  labor  unions,  a 
statement  that  on  its  face  people  look 
upon  as  a  falsehood,  and,  to  a  man  of  his 
station,  it  is  ill-becoming  to  say  the  least. 
The  harm  that  such  an  utterance  does, 
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however,  is  not  worth  while  considering. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  snch  thrusts 
only  strengthen  the  position  of  labor. 
Mr.  Gunton's  views  on  the  economic  con- 
ditions of  labor  are  such  as  are  accepted 
everywhere  as  highest  authority,  and  he 
views  Mr.  Schwab's  statement  as  absurd 
in  extreme.  Mr.  Schwab's  lack  of  tact 
in  showing  the  antipathy  of  the  con- 
cern  he  represents  is  of  itself  an  act  of 


gross  imprudence  that  should  not  be 
overlooked.  It  was  a  most  unwise  act. 
and  in  the  vernacular  of  the  gamester, 
"a  bad  play,"  that  one  would  not  expect 
from  one  in  his  station.  It  has  drawn  to 
him  the  criticisms  of  not  only  the  labor 
unions  and  noted  economists,  bat  is 
claiming  the  attention  of  those  whose  in- 
fluence may  tend  to  depose  him. 


TOO  nUCH  INJUNCTION. 


Those  who  have  been  witnesses  to  the 
far-reaching  influences  of  that  legal  in- 
strument, the  injunction,  and  have  seen 
how  it  has  been  made  to  cover  nearly 
every  act  that  a  man,  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, had  a  right  to  do,  are  not  sur- 
prised that  it  has  been  made  use  of  to  pre- 
vent seizing  the  paraphernalia  of  a  gamb- 
ling house  in  Chicago.  In  this  instance 
we  are  the  spectators  to  a  play  that  while  it 
may  appear  absurd  and  unjust  to  the  com- 
munity in  that  neighborhood,  gives  us  an 
opportunity  to  enjoy  the  writhings  of 
others  when  the  straight  jacket  is  applied. 

We  find  that  human  nature,  however, 
acts  in  about  the  same  manner  under  tor- 
ture. When  Judge  Hanecy  issued  the  in- 
junction protecting  the  gambling  joint  of 
Powers  &  O'Brien  from  a  police  raid, 
Mayor  Edward  F.  Gorton  of  Lake  Forest, 
said: 

••I  would  have  ignored  Judge  Hanecy's 
writ  of  injunction  if  such  a  proceeding 
were  resorted  to  in  Lake  Forest;  I  would 
have  gone  ahead  and  disobeyed  the  in- 
junction and  given  the  court  an  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  a  lesson.  Judge  Hanecy 
exceeded  his  authority,  in  my  opinion,  and 
if  I  am  right  the  injunction  is  void." 

An  injunction  to  prevent  officers  of  the 
law  from  enforcing  the  ordinances  that 
insure  domestic  peace  !  What  next  ?  And 
yet  its  operation  in  this  respect  is  no  less 
absurd  than  to  enjoin  men  from  doing 
what  the  law  permits  them  to  do  as  citi- 
zens under  ordinary  circumstances.  It  is 
our  opinion  that  a  little  more  exercise  of 
this  kind  of  judicial  authority  will  be  the 
means  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the  people 
who  will  demand  that  certain  boundary 


lines  be  thrown  around  this  legal  instru- 
ment that  has  been  made  to  subserve 
every  end  just  or  unjust,  and  that  its  lati- 
tude be  defined  so  clearly  that  will  leave 
no  room  for  doubt  just  what  the  purpose 
of  the  law  was  when  it  was  framed. 

It  was  a  Kentucky  judge  who  enjoined 
the  collection  of  union  dues  and  strike  as- 
sessments, also  every  effort  to  pursuade 
the  men  to  strike  and  the  furnishing  of 
food  to  strikers,  but  his  action  has  pro- 
vided an  arsenal  and  a  powder  house  for 
the  enemies  of  government  by  injunction. 

His  decision,  the  Chicago  Record-Her- 
ald says,  "is  in  word  and  spirit  wholly  ir- 
reconcilable with  those  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  civil  liberty  which  remain  un- 
changed through  all  the  manifold  changes 
of  industrial  life."  Upon  this  same  sub- 
ject it  further  says : 

Though  there  is  an  itching  for  statutory 
enactments  to  regulate  the  relations  be- 
tween labor  and  capital  the  old  laws  of 
civil  rights  are  quite  sufficient  to  stop 
every  wrong  during  labor  troubles  which 
it  is  within  the  province  of  law  to  touch 
at  all.  Such  wrongs  may  be  classified 
roughly  as  wrongs  by  physical  violence, 
by  intimidation  and  by  obstruction.  They 
violate  rights  which  were  recognized  and 
established  in  English  law  before  the 
American  republic  was  founded,  the 
rights,  namely,  of  personal  security  and 
personal  liberty  which  have  always  been 
protected  by  certain  penalties  for  their  in- 
fraction. 

It  should  be  very  easy,  therefore,  for  a 
judge  to  draw  the  line  between  what  a 
striker  may  and  may  not  do.  If  the  man 
stabs  a  nonstriker  he  is  simply  a  criminal 
who  deserves  a  criminal's  sentence,  and 
in  general  the  less  that  is  made  of  union- 
ism and  nonunionism  in  the  matter  the 
better.  There  is  too  much  refinement  on 
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S  point,  when  all  that  is  necessary  is 
reat  crimes  and  misdemeanors  as  such, 
to  guarantee  to  every  citizen  the  pro- 
ion  to  which  all  citizens  are  entitled, 
it  this  is  not  done  is  due  to  no  defects 
be  law,  but  to  the  cowardice  and  dem- 
gy  of  dishonest  and  incompetent  ex- 
tives. 

"hen,  however ,  a  judge  anticipates  acts 
iolence  and  intimidation  so  far  as  to 
»id  a  legitimate  association  from  pros- 
ing by  any  means  whatsoever  and 
n  assisting  strikers  by  contributions 
ood  and  money,  the  question  of  rights 
3m es  immediately  reversed.  The 
it  to  associate  ana  the  right  to  assist 
both  inalienable  in  a  free  country  and 
ay 8  will  be  as  they  always  have  been, 
y  may,  of  course,  be  abused,  but  even 
suppression  is  not  to  be  thought  of 
iss  we  are  prepared  to  suppress  the 
;  principles  of  democracy, 
or  is  the  problem  complicated  very 
:h  by  the  element  of  conspiracy.  A 
spiracy  which  merely  aims  to  persuade 
i  to  a  course  that  is  perfectly  legiti- 
e  in  itself  and  affords  them  support 
refuge  should  not  be  considered 
ng  or  Illegal.  It  is  only  when  it  en- 
rages infractions  of  those  personal 
its  to  which  we  have  referred  that  it 
ames  malignant  and  unpermissible, 
a  proper  execution  of  the  old  laws 
ild  render  it  harmless. 

e  cannot  understand  what  influence 
5S  rise  to  the  peculiar  formation  of 
y  matter  in  the  craniums  of  our 
ges  that  they  have  such  hallucina- 
is  regarding  the  rights  of  citizens 
ler  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
s  said  that  every  man  has  his  hobby 
it  seems  that  some  of  our  judges 


have  theirs  when  they  lay  awake  nights 
studying  up  new  territory  to  bring  un- 
der the  power  of  injunction.  If  there  is 
any  man  who  should  be  free  from  hob- 
bies it  should  be  the  judge.  "A  calm,  dis- 
passionate individual  of  imperturbable 
gravity,"  we  expect  him  to  interpret  the 
basic  principles  upon  which  our  rights 
and  privileges  rest.  If  he  lack  this  power 
of  discernment  or  abuses  the  authority 
vested  in  him,  he  becomes  a  burlesque 
upon  the  position  he  fills  and  his  con- 
tinuance in  office  rather  invites  ridicule 
than  respect.  The  American  people  do 
not  partake  of  that  ancient  faith  "the 
king  can  do  no  evil"  much  less  those  of 
their  own  number  who  have  risen  upon  the 
assumption  that  they  are  fit  to  judge  all 
mankind.  Our  constitution  is  broad  and 
liberal  and  equitable  in  its  provisions. 
We  are  an  enlightened  and  intelligent 
nation.  Then  let  its  interpretation  be 
handed  down  as  coming  to  a  people  who 
can  read  and  write  and  who  know  when 
their  personal  liberties  are  abused. 

The  whole  proceeding  by  injunction  is 
exceptional  and  extraordinary,  but  it  has 
been  so  abused  that  the  writ  may  be 
issued  to  prevent  almost  anything.  The 
presumption,  however,  remains  that  it  is 
only  resorted  to  in  cases  of  pressing  ne- 
cessity to  avoid  injurious  consequences. 
It  is  a  rule  of  equity  that  an  injunction 
should  never  be  granted  except  where  ir- 
reparable injury  is  threatened,  and  a 
court  in  granting  it  should  be  satisfied 
that  its  issuance  will  not  work  a  like  in- 
jury to  the  party  enjoined. 


OUR  UNWRITTEN  SIGNAL.  CODE. 


he  Railway  Age  contains  a  communi- 
ion  from  one  evidently  an  old  train- 
q  of  experience,  who  advocates  the 
tption  of  a  more  extended  code  of 
id  signals  to  be  used  in  the  handling 
switching  of  cars.  He  says: 
a  the  past  few  years  the  railroads  all 
t  the  country  nave  spared  no  expense, 
1,  in  fact,  in  many  cases,  have  been 
ish  in  the  expenditure  of  money,  to  per- 
t  the  system  of  handling  trains,  both 
to  dispatch  and  safety.  They  have 
proved  the  air  brake  until  it  is  today  a 
rvel  of  simplicity  and  effectiveness.  It 
'  entirely  eliminated  the  old  "broke  in 
)  and  run  together"  story,  which  cost 


the  companies  millions  of  dollars,  and 
caused  innumerable  trainmen  to  look  for 
new  jobs,  and  has  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum the  accidents  at  grade  crossings, 
collisions  and  the  hitting  of  stock  and 
pedestrians  on  the  track. 

The  adoption  of  the  M.  C.  B.  coupler 
with  the  M.  C.  B.  rules  has  brought  the 
cars  to  so  complete  a  standard  that  inter- 
changing from  one  road  to  another  is  ac- 
complished with  as  much  ease  and  dis- 
patch as  the  transfer  from  one  division 
to  another  of  the  same  system.  The  au- 
tomatic couplers,  when  kept  in  good  or- 
der, make  the  once  hazardous  task  of 
coupling  cars  far  more  speedy  and  with- 
out danger  to  life  and  fingers,  as  in  the 
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case  of  the  old  lihk-and-pin  couplers. 

In  fact,  the  cars  and  equipments  are  so 
uniform  that,  with  the  exception  of  too 
many  different  designs  of  lifting  levers 
on  automatic  couplers,  there  seems 
scarcely  any  room  for  improvement  in 
this  line. 

Considering  all  this  care  and  outlay, 
the  economy  in  the  use  of  fuel,  oil.waste, 
etc.,  and  the  strict  accountability  in 
which  the  conductors  are  held  as  to  de- 
lays and  safety  of  trains,  it  seems  strange 
that  one  source  of  petty  delays,  loss  of 
time  and  damage  to  cars  and  lading, 
which  cannot  be  classed  as  resulting 
from  accident,  is  almost  entirely  over- 
looked. I  refer  to  the  lack  of  uniform, 
signals  by  hand  and  lamp  from  trainmen 
to  enginemen,  and  the  lack  of  judgment 
in  giving  signals.  It  is  surprising  how 
many  drawbars  are  broken,  draft  tim- 
bers pulled  out,  cars  and  freight  dam- 
aged, and  delays  caused  by  this  lack  of 
system  in  signals.  Since  1888  I  have 
been  employed  by  several  different  rail- 
roads in  the  transportation  department 
and  find  this  matter  almost  entirely  over- 
looked by  all.  Although  a  trainman  and, 
of  course,  inclined  to  blame  the  engine 
crew  for  all  the  trouble  possible,  this  is 
so  plainly  the  fault  of  those  giving  the 
signals,  that  I  will  defend  the  engineer 
and  charge  it  to  the  lack  of  uniform  sig- 
nals. 

Looking  over  the  book  of  rules,  both 
standard  and  others,  we  find  under  hand 
and  lamp  signals,  "Go  ahead,"  "Back 
up,"  "Stop'7  and  "Brake  into,"  which 
show  the  extent  of  the  printed  rules  re- 
garding such  signals.  Experienced  rail- 
road men  have  added  and  handed  down, 
independent  of  a  ritual,  various  other 
signals,  such  as,  "To  open  street  cross- 
ings," "Head  in  siding,"  "Back  in  sid- 
ing," "Cut  off  engine  or  cars,"  "Kick 
Cars,"  "Reduce  speed,"  "Car  length," 
different  tracks  and  others  too  numerous 
to  mention.  In  fact,  a  crew  of  good 
brakemen  and  enginemen  who  work  to- 
gether for  some  time,  have  this  system  of 
signs  so  perfect  that  it  is  surprising  how 
speedily  and  safely  they  handle  their 
train,  which  would  be  impossible  with 
only  the  printed  signals  to  work  by. 

A  few  days  ago  I  was  watching  a  crew 
make  up  their  train  at  a  junction  point. 
They  were  all  throwing  their  feet  out  to 
get  away  from  town  and  all  were  in  a 
rush.  They  backed  in  on  a  track  with 
six  air  cars  and  four  non-air  cars  to  pick 
up  ten  empties.  When  within  four  or 
five  car  lengths  of  the  empties,  the 
engineer  not  moving  fast  enough  to  suit 
him,  the  head  shack  proceeded  to  give  a 
violent  back- up  signal;  the  engineer  in- 
creased his  speed,  and  when  within  about 
a  half  car  length  of  the  empties  the 
brakeman  gave  a  violent  stop  signal,  the 
engineer  applied  his  air  full  force,  the 
cars  came  together  with  a  boom,  and 


while  the  force  was  not  enough  to 
anything,  the  air  being  set  tight 
engine  and  six  cars,  the  recoil 
empties  jerked  a  knuckle  pin  ii 
One  brakeman  ran  to  the  engine  ai 
to  the  caboose  for  a  pin,  but  i 
would  fit  the  place;  the  engineei 
back  to  offer  his  usual  advice,  and  1 
by  a  trip  to  the  car  repairer's  s 
which  stood  close  by,  they  found 
and  proceeded  with  their  switching 
a  loss  of  eight  minutes  and  a  lot  oi 
less  steps.  And  why?  It  was  t 
accident,  but  because  the  brakeman 
to  give  a  signal  to  reduce  speed.  I 
over  three  years'  experience  an 
considered  by  the  crew  a  good 
man,  but  standing  where  I  could  s 
engineer,  the  signals,  speed  of  tra 
distance  apart  when  the  stop  sign 
given,  I  considered  it  rank  work 
part  of  the  brakeman  and  who] 
excusable.  Had  he  studied  the  fc 
the  recoil  and  the  strain  on  the  coti 
with  the  brakes  set  on  the  head  < 
had  he  ever  been  instructed  in  the  r 
he  would  not  have  made  the  cot 
and  the  recoil  would  only  have  drfc 
cars  back  a  short  distance,  then  he 
have  backed  up  and  made  the  co 
and  saved  the  damage  from  neglec 
give  the  warning  signal. 

Such  work  as  this  makes  the  en 
uneasy,  and  he  creeps  back  three  c 
miles  an  hour,  which  uses  up  a 
time;  consequently,  it  takes  thirt 
utes  to  do  fifteen  minutes'  worl 
oft  times  ten  minutes'  delay  at  one  : 
makes  four  or  five  hours'  differe 
the  end  of  the  run,  on  account  of  tr 
points. 

Another  crew  was  switching  at  th 
place;  they  had  hold  of  two  cars  at 
backing  down  to  pick  up  a  car  a 
hundred  car  lengths  away.  The 
man  stood  on  the  rear  car  giving  hi 
signals  of  all  kinds,  even  took  off  1 
and  swung  it  to  emphasize  his  s 
but  the  engineer  poked  back  abc 
speed  of  a  slow  walk,  while  the 
man,  becoming  exasperated,  pull 
hair,  called  the  engineer  all  the  pet 
in  the  brakeman  vocabulary,  and  tl 
down  on  the  car  and  said:  "Wei 
your  time,  you  old  (gentleman  ?) 
took  six  minutes  to  get  the  car,  w) 
dinarily  it  would  have  taken  les 
two,  and  it  was  the  same  way  ¥ 
their  switching;  all  because  some  c 
brakeman  had  failed  to  give  the  en 
a  warning  signal,  and  had  let  him 
into  a  cut  of  cars  a  few  times  and 
his  head  up  against  the  cab;  conseqi 
he  had  learned  to  distrust  them  and 
along  as  if  the  brakeman  were  thei 
to  throw  switches  and  kick  off  bral 

On  this  division  there  are  the  t 
tremes  in  giving  signals.  One  will 
stop  signal  before  the  cars  come  toj 
and  when  the  engineer  stops  will  th« 
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ck-up  si  glial  and  make  the  coupling;, 
other  will  wait  until  the  cars  are 
<st  together  and  then  give  a  violent 
signal.  If  the  engineer  can  stop  all 
and  good;  if  not,  the  cars  come  to- 
er  with  a  shock  that  almost  knocks 
nen  off  the  engine,  jostles  the  freight 
it  in  the  cars,  and  makes  draft  tim- 
>olts  fly  in  all  directions.  This  man 
d  give  the  same  signal  to  back  up  ten 
that  he  would  ten  car  lengths;  con* 
ently,  the  engine  crews  on  the 
lion  are  governed  not  by  the  signals 
>y  the  men  giving  them. 
:ould  give  hundreds  of  cases  of  cars 
drawbars  being  broken  from  this  lack 
liform  signals,  but  the  above  is  suffi- 
;  to  illustrate  my  claim  that  this 
e  of  needless  delay  and  expense 
i  be  easily  remedied.  I  have  made 
matter  a  close  study  for  several  years 
see  no  reason  why  a  traveling  train- 
er could  not  bring  a  whole  system 
>  such  a  standard  that  trains  could 
andled  without  any  delays  or  damage 
:ever  from  this  source.  Require 
neers  to  obey  signals  and  instruct 
imen  to  give  them  uniformly,  and  if 
are  too  thick-headed  to  conform  to 
ales  the  railroad  companies  are  bet- 
id of  them.  There  is  a  vast  field  for 
•ovement  in  this  matter,  and  I  have 
1  wondered  why  it  is  overlooked  by 
rintendents  who  are  striving  to  bring 
•  divisions  up  to  a  perfect  working 
3  m. 

is  is  a  subject  that  comes  home  to 
y  man  who  runs  a  train  as  a  picture 
to  life,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  any 
>sition  in  the  use  of  the  common  code 
nwritten  signals  it  has  never  ap- 
ed to  the  majority  of  us  to  get  our 
:ent"  registered.  There  is  no  crew 
se  duties  throw  them  together  con- 
tly  but  will  soon  adopt  a  code  that 
embody  everything  from  a  crooked 
or  a  flat  pin  to  calling  out  the 
:ker.  The  necessity  for  uniform  sig- 

in  this  connection  does  not  appeal 
s  except  from  one  point  of  vantage, 
that  is  to  facilitate  the  work  of  men 
lging  from  one  road  to  another.  The 
als  of  the  unwritten  code  do  not  vary 
h  on  lines  of  the  same  system  as  a 
,  and  I  might  say  that  certain  signals 
as  widely  employed  as  those  of  the 
idard  code.  The  officers  of  our  rail- 
Is  are  awake  to  the  fact  that  they 
litate  the  work  and  find  no  reason  to 
rfere  in  their  employment.  They  are 
iliaries  that  take  the  place  of  words 

certain  degree,  and  men  should  be 


free  to  adopt  any  mode  of  expression  in 
this  respect  that  they  wish.  In  making 
this  assertion,  however,  we  have  taken 
into  consideration  a  score  or  more  of 
specific  signals  that  have  among  them 
some  of  a  ludicrous  nature  but  neverthe- 
less have  their  meaning  with  the  rest. 
In  justice  to  the  writer  we  do  not  believe 
that  the  printed  code  should  contain  those 
signals  that  have  become  common  to  all 
parts  of  the  country,  viz:  "To  open  street 
crossings,"  "Head  in,"  "Back  in  or  out," 
"Cut  off  engine  or  cars,"  "Kick  cars," 
"Reduce  speed,"  and  several  others 
equally  important. 

It  is  not  a  subject  alone  of  interest  to 
the  brakeman,  but  is  of  equal  importance 
to  everyone  engaged  in  train  service,  and 
we  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  if 
the  point  of  adoption  in  the  standard 
code  were  shown  to  any  management  as 
advantageous  that  no  company  would 
object  to  the  amendment.  The  Railway 
Age  seems  to  think,  however,  that  good 
judgment  and  good  feeling  prevailing 
there  would  be  no  use  for  the  auxiliaries 
employed  by  our  switchmen.  Our  experi- 
ence has  been  that  these  auxiliaries  are 
themselves  the  very  embodiment  of  good 
judgment  and  go  farther  toward  main- 
taining  that  good  feeling  it  speaks  of 
than  any  other  thing  could  do.  A  few 
rank  "bulls"  on  the  part  of  one  enjoying 
our  good  will  and  when  "good  feelings" 
prevail,  will  often  stretch  the  tension  to 
its  fullest  capacity,  and  if  we  don't  say  it 
aloud  we  think  some  things  that  would 
not  look  well  in  print.  We  cannot  con- 
cede what  the  Age  says:  "It  comes  down 
really  to  a  matter  of  good  discipline,  for 
the  enforcement  of  which  the  superin- 
tendent is  the"  responsible  party."  One 
has  but  to  imagine  a  well  disciplined  force 
of  office  clerks  taking  out  the  old  hump- 
backed local  and  getting  over  the  road  on 
time,  employing  only  such  signals  as  are 
laid  down  in  the  code,  to  see  where  the  Age 
lacks  in  making  such  a  statement.  We 
will  admit  that  a  good  officer  is  necessary 
to  the  perfect  operation  of  any  line  of 
railway,  but  we  must  not  forget  the  les- 
son that  has  come  down  to  us  through 
our  recent  war  with  Spain:  "It  was  the 
man  behind  the  gun  who  did  it." 
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AIR  BRAKES  A  STUDY. 


With  our  August  issue  we  will  begin 
the  publication  in  serial  form  of  the  prog- 
ressive form  of  questions  and  answers 
on  the  air  brake.  These  questions  and 
answers  were  formulated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Air  Brake  Association  and  are 
the  most  complete  comprehensive  list  of 
questions  ever  published. 

The  questions  are  given  in  the  order 
that  a  person  would  naturally  ask  for  in- 
formation, each  question  being  as  closely 
related  to  the  connecting  one  as  it  was 
possible  for  the  committee  on  this  work 
to  get  them.  In  arranging  them  the  com* 
mittee  has  placed  the  different  topics  in 
the  order  that,  in  their  opinion,  they 
should  come,  that  the  student  may  obtain 
a  clear  knowledge  of  the  system  without 
confusion  by  attempting  the  more  diffi- 
cult parts  at  first.  It  is  the  belief  of  the 
committee  that  the  student  should  start 
on  the  automatic  system  with  the  triple 
valve,  that  being  the  fundamental  part  of 
the  automatic  apparatus.  After  he  has 
obtained  a  good  knowledge  of  its  func- 
tions and  operation  he  can  more  easily 
grasp  the  reasons  for  the  other  parts 
than  if  he  started  otherwise.  Some  of 
the  questions  may  seem  unnecessary,  in 
view  of  what  has  just  been  said,  but  so 
many  of  these,  so-called,  finer  points 
have  been  slighted  in  former  publica- 
tions, and  are  so  little  understood  by 


a  great  many,  that  their  import! 
the  system  is  underestimated.  It 
borne  in  mind  that  each  part  of  th< 
ratus  is  so  closely  related  to  tht 
parts  that  no  material  change  i 
made  in  one  without  also  ma 
affecting  the  others  and  the  rest 
tained. 

The  subject  of  the  air  brake 
which  should  be  of  interest  to  eve 
ductor  in  train  service,  for  it  form; 
tinct  feature  in  the  education  o 
man  whose  duties  require  a 
supervision  of  trains  so  equipped, 
jurisdiction  of  a  conductor  over  hi 
continues  to  be  from  the  "point 
pilot  to  the  rear  draw-bar  in  his  ca 
he  should  possess  as  perfect  a  kno 
of  the  mechanism  of  the  air  bra 
that  train  as  he  possesses  judgn 
its  handling  in  a  general  way. 

This  column  will  be  edited  by 
known  brake  expert,  Mr.  Geo.  Fa 
the  Iowa   Central,   who  will 
such  queries  as  the  text  may  give 
We  believe  the  subject  is  one  o 
bers  will  find  sufficiently  to  their  i 
to  digest  each  lesson  thoroughl 
thus  advance  in  that  part  of  their 
tion  that  will  enable  them  to  be  ma 
every  detail  connected  with  the  si 
proper  handling  of  their  trains. 


PAKE  PUBLICATIONS  BARRED. 


The  ruling  of  the  Third  Assistant  Post- 
master General  affecting  second  class 
mail  privileges  is  now  understood.  The 
phraseology  of  the  circular  sent  out  by 
the  department  led  to  a  misapprehension 
at  first  regarding  the  scope  of  the  pro- 
posed ruling  and  many  supposed  that  it 
would  affect  all  publications  which  offered 
any  inducements  of  any  kind  to  sub- 
scribers. 

The  intention  of  the  ruling  is  to  deprive 
fake  publications  of  second-class  mail 
privileges  and  does  not  affect  those  publi- 
cations that  occasionally  offer  some  minor 


premium  that  of  itself  is  insignific 
compared  to  the  value  of  the  publ 
itself. 

It  is  said  that  the  number  of  f  ak< 
cations  that  exist  and  enjoy  thi 
privileges  as  legitimate  publicat: 
something  enormous.  The  title  o 
fake  publications  is  but  an  excuse 
operation  of  a  giant  lottery  scb 
which  the  subscriber  subscribes 
premium,  the  publication  having  i 
ary  merit  whatever.  Under  such 
tions  the  mails  are  made  to  st 
other  purposes  than  that  forwhi< 
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intended  and  the  action  of  the  Third 
tistant  Postmaster  General  was  well 
en. 

he  Record-Herald  says  concerning  the 
are  of  these  fake  concerns: 
heir  publications  are  not  taken  on 
ir  merits.  Subscribers  are  secured 
f  by  offering  a  premium  that  is  much 
re  valuable  than  the  published  sub- 
iption  price  of  the  periodical.  In  fact, 
subscription  price  is  merely  nominal, 
ler  such  a  policy  it  is  very  clear  that 
"subscriber'  does  not  subscribe  for 
publication;  he  merely  subscribes  for 
premium.  A  subscription  list  secured 
his  way  is  not  a  legitimate  list  of 
bscribers"  under  an  honest  interpreta- 
t  of  the  postal  laws  and  is  not  entitled 
he  pound  rates. 

y  offering  premiums  that  are  several 
es  the  value  of  the  nominal  subscrip- 
t  price  some  of  these  publications  have 
ght  big  "circulations,"  which,  of 
rse,  appeal  to  certain  classes  of  ad- 
lisers,  and  the  government  is  hauling 
dreds  of  tons  of  such  advertising 
odicals  at  second-class  rates, 
f  course  the  interests  that  will  be  af- 
ed  by  the  ruling  are  making  stren- 
s  efforts  to  array  all  the  publishers 
inst  it  under  the  representation  that 
i  aimed  at  all  publications  which  offer 
n turns  of  any  kind  to  subscribers, 
itimate  publishers,  however,  will  not 
deceived.  They  will  heartily  indorse 


any.  ruling  that  will  debar  from '.second- 
class  privileges  all  publications  that  de- 
pend entirely  upon  premiums  for  their 
circulation. 

There  is  possibly  not  one  person  who 
reads  Thb  Conductor  but  has  received 
samples  of  this  class  of  stuff  whose 
columns  are  filled  with  stereotyped  mat- 
ter that  has  no  merit  whatever,  but  which 
its  publishers  foist  upon  the  public  with 
some  proposition  that  offers  as  a  premium 
some  article  of  more  or  less  value  than 
the  publication  itself.  They  are  an  ad- 
vertising scheme  pure  and  simple  and 
their  honest  intention  is  not  to  produce 
anything  of  literary  merit  but  to  boom 
something  in  the  line  of  merchandise 
wherein  they  derive  a  profit,  and  thereby 
they  partake  of  the  nature  of  a  lottery. 
The  purpose  of  the  law  giving  second- 
class  rates  to  legitimate  publishers  is  not 
subserved  by  any  institution  that  uses' 
those  privileges  to  cover  a  scheme  that  is 
a  lottery  and  no  legitimate  publication 
will  countenance  any  appeal  that  they 
may  make  to  sustain  themselves  in  it. 
The  deficit  in  the  postal  system  would 
show  far  less  had  a  similar  ruling  been 
made  long  ago. 
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THB  RAILROADER. 


ase .  and  sitting,  think  of  him  who  braves 
wintry  blasts,  the  damp  and  chilling  winds.— 
roar  and  fury  of  the  elements, 
what  to  him  are  the  raven  wines  of  night 
t  try.  in  Tain,  to  choke  his  lantern's  slow, 
im  as  dear  as  life,  a  valiant  friend— 
n  danger's  warning  star.  If  cars  do  rock 
reel  like  ships  upon  a  wind-tossed  sea. 
s  he  grow  pale  and  tremble  with  the  fear 
eing  dashed  to  earth?  Like  one  who's  sailed 
rough  and  ever  greedy  seas,  he  joys 
a  owing  it  is  part  of  Duty's  need 
mow  thy  work— dreams  not  upon  that  sleep 
ch  kisses  down  the  eyelids  still.  Yea:  when 
balmy  winds  of  summer  sweep  across 
golden  fields  of  wheat  and  tasseled  corn 
gently  come  to  kiss  his  cheek  of  tan. 
eels  that  life  has  not  been  all  in  vain.— 
ihance.  it  illumes  the  •  Past  and  the  sacred 
spots 

e  bright— where  boyhood  days  ran  quiet  as 
brooks  by  which  he  played  with  childish  glee* 
;n  skirting  over  prairies  that  do  stretch 
i  level  seas.no  pleasing  sights  to  greet 
eye.  nor  sounds  to  greet  the  ear.  save  the 


Dull  roar  of  ever  onward  moving  wheels— 
To  him.  now  music  grown,  and  yet  how  oft 
Cruel  instruments  of  Death.— I  wonder  if 
His  thoughts  revert  to  those  who  pray  for  his 
Return— or  is  this  paramount  within 
His  brain?  What  is  the  home  to  him  when  worn 
Out  both  in  body  and  in  mind?- 'tis  Heaven! re- 
plete 

With  joy.  What  if  the  little  one  does  come 
To  sit  upon  his  knee  and  pull  his  hair.— 
To  lisp  in  childish  tones?  Does  he  not  then 
Forget  bis  worry  and  his  trials?  And  when 
His  wife  implants  a  kiss  upon  that  face. 
Begrimed  with  smoke  and  the  tint  of  toil  and 
greets 

Himlat  the  threshold  door  with  look  divine. 
Does  he  forget  the  pressure  of  his  days' 
Hardlwork?  Joys  few  and  dangers  manifold 
Pall  to  his  lot.  Ingratitude  with  all 
Its  keenest  pangs  and  thrusts  oft  comes  to  warp 
His  fondest  hopes.  One  breath  may  make  him 
thrill 

With  proudest  joy— the  next  a  being  most 
Abject.  So  runs  the  railroad  world  today.  ^ 
Osawatomie.  Kans.       -Loekb  B.  Gaktley, 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  106  has  been  steadily  growing  in  mem- 
bership and  interest,  and  as  energetic  as  the  hot 
weather  will  permit.  We  have  had  several  visi- 
tors since  our  last  writing,  the  last.  Sister  Greno. 
of  Longview.  Texas,  and  Sister  Mahoney.  of  Aux- 
iliary 105.  Welcome.  Sisters,  at  any  and  all  times! 
Brother  and  Sister  Briton  and  daughters.  Hattie 
and  Anna,  have  gone  for  a  three  months'  visit 
north.  How  we  will  miss  our  prompt  Senior  Sis- 
ter Briton!  We  will  feel  lost  without  her. 

Our  stay  in  St.  Paul  was  a  "dream  of  delight." 
and  many  things  learned  for  future  good  for  our 
Auxiliary.  How  we  appreciate  the  many  kind- 
nesses of  the  different  Brotherhoods  and  their 
Auxiliaries!  How  hard  they  must  bave  worked  to 
have  succeeded  in  the  perfection  of  their  many 
plans!  We  cannot  say  enough  in  praise  and  grati- 
tude to  these  generous  and  noble-hearted  Brothers 
and  Sisters  for  their  manifest  love  and  the  antici- 
pation of  all  needs.  Will  you  accept  from  one  out 
of  many,  my  sincere  appreciation. 

Our  Grand  Officers  certainly  deserve  more  than 
words  can  express  for  their  patient  attention  to 
the  many  demands  made  upon  them  during  the 
convention.  Auxiliary  106  isfbappy  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  their  choice  of  Grand  Presiding  Officers. 
Sickness  has  invaded  several  of  our  Sisters' 
homes— Brothers  Ashley.  Harter  and  Johnson. 
Brother  Ashley  has  been  in  bed  for  two  months, 
but  is  a  trifle  better  at  this  writing.  Brothers 
Harter  and  Johnson  improving. 

We  have  an  Initiation  for  next  meeting.  Many 
more  "almost  persuaded"  that  the  degrees  are  not 
hard  to  take.  No.  not  hard  to  take.  Ob.  if  all 
would  just  try  to  remember  the  obligation  as  given 
in  the  purity  of  its  teachings,  how  blessed  indeed, 
our  Order  would  be.  By  this  I  do  not  mean  a  re- 
buke, for  many  unkind  words  and  deeds  are 
thoughtless  and  not  intended,  though  they  rankle 
and  hurt  even  more  than  bitter  rebuke  from  in- 
tention. Brother  Frank  Sbepard.  please  accept 
congratulations  from  Auxiliary  106  for  yourself 
and  wife,  and  may  all  happiness  be  yours.  Many 
thanks,  dear  Sisters  of  Palestine  and  Cleburne, 
words  like  yours  make  sunshine  in  tbe  heart.  We 
may  write  our  names  in  journals,  we  may  trace 
them  in  the  sand,  or  chisel  them  in  marble  with  a 
firm  and  skillful  hand:  but  soon  the  page  will  be 
sullied,  soon  each  name  will  fade  away  like  earthly 
monuments  will  crumble,  and  like  earthly  hopes 
decay.  But.  my  Sisters,  there  is  a  journal  full  of 


leaves  of  snowy  white,  where  no  name  is  ever  tar- 
nished, but  forever  pure  and  bright  in  the  book  of 
life.  God's  Journal.  May  your  names  be  found 
with  care,  and  may  all  who  here  have  written, 
write  their  names  forever  there.  With  best  wishes 
for  the  O.  R.  C.  and  L.  A. 
Port  Worth.  Tex.         Mrs.  F.  A  Ingbaham. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  nothing  has  been  heard  from  Auxiliary  108 
for  a  long  time,  you  will  think,  no  doubt,  we  are  all 
lost,  strayed  or  stolen,  but  to  those  who  have  set 
their  hearts  on  a  reward  tor  our  capture,  you  may 
bid  that  hope  farewell,  for  we  are  hail  and  hearty 
and  with  our  new  officers  in  their  places.  We  hope 
to  stand  the  storms  of  another  year.  Although 
our  membership  has  been  considerably  reduced 
by  removals  we  still  have  some  very  faithful  mem- 
bers. 

Sister  Sade  Castles,  who  has  moved  to  Chicago, 
still  favors  us  with  her  presence  occasionally. 
Sister  Bowersock  has  moved  to  Los  Angeles,  Cel.. 
and  is  delighted  with  her  new  home.  Sister  Holi- 
day has  moved  to  Jacksonville.  Sister  Cowen.  for 
reasons  best  known  to  herself,  saw  fit  to  with- 
draw from  our  band.  We  regret  our  loss,  dear 
Sister. 

We  celebrated  our  birthday  anniversary  April  6 
with  a  banquet  at  our  hall,  which  would  have  been 
a  grand  success  bad  it  not  been  for  the  gross  insult 
to  us  by  the  Sec.  and  Treas.  of  Division  206. 
Brother  Shehan  deliberately  accused  us  of  ran- 
sacking in  their  desk,  prying  into  their  private 
drawers,  reading  their  rituals  and  registering  a 
kick  against  tbe  bible,  and  he  publicly  demanded 
the  key  thereof.  Had  it  not  been  for  Brother 
Riley,  the  big  medicine  man  of  the  Order,  no  tell- 
ing what  else  Brother  Shehan  might  have  accused 
us  of.  Brother  Riley  seemed  deeply  grieved  by 
the  manner  in  which  Brother  Shehan  had  assaulted 
us  and  made  all  manner  of  apologies  for  what  be 
had  said,  and  in  place  of  the  key  demanded  by 
Brother  Shehan.  be  presented  us,  in  behalf  of  Di- 
vision 206.  two  keys  to  a  beautiful  desk,  given  to 
us  as  a  birthday  present  by  Division  206.  They 
also  gave  us  our  hall -rent  free  for  a  year  as  a 
Christmas  present.  We  extend  our  heartfelt 
thanks  to  bur  noble  Brothers  for  their  thoughtful- 
ness  of  us  and  their  kindness  toward  us.  and  wish 
them  many  years  of  unbounded  success.  As  our 
new  offiers  for  this  year  have  not  been  men- 
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tioned  in  Thb  Conductor  as  yet,  they,  are  as  fol- 
lows: Pres..  Kate  Castles:  V.  P..  Helen  Schmitt: 
S.  and  T..  Ada  Ashley:  S.  S..  Cathleen  Hobbs;  J. 
S.,  Ada  Rock  ford;  Ex.  Com..  Sade  Castles  and  Ada 
White:  Correspondent,  Nellie  Miller:  Musician, 
Wilhelmina  Martin;  Delegate.  Ada  Ashley. 
With  best  wishes  to  all  Divisions  and  L.  A. 

Nkllie  Millbr. 

Springfield,  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  will  report  in  this  letter  that  Inch  is  with  ns. 
We  had  two  initiations  since  my  last  communica- 
tion and  another  one  on  hand  for  the  second  meet- 
ing in  June.  We  all  had  a  very  enjoyable  time  at 
the  sociable  held  at  Sister  Overcash's.  All  possi- 
ble was  done  by  the  hostess  to  make  the  evening 
pass  pleasantly.  Between-  thirty  and  forty  were 
present.  The  sick  members  were  not  forgotten 
by  Sister  Overcash  when  the  refreshments  were 
served.  Now  they  are  reported  well,  so  we  will 
expect  to  see  them  in  Division  meeting.  The 
weather  is  becoming  favorable  and  there  is  no 
reason  for  the  absenceof  any  Sisters.  Surely  they 
can  spare  one  half  day  twice  a  month  to  promote 
the  L.  A.  work,  when  it  is  tied  so  firm ly  to  the  O. 
R.  C.  and  its  labors.  I  was  not  present  at  the  last 
meeting  in  May,  but  from  the  reports  they  had 
qnite  a  good  and  successful  gathering.  I  was  pres- 
ent at  the  St.  Paul  convention  and  met  many  old 
friends,  and  also  made  many  new  ones.  My  dear 
little  seat  mate  from  Bloomington,  111..  I  think  of 
quite  often.  I  felt  very  sad  at  parting,  but  hope  to 
meet  her  again  in  Pittsburgh  in  1903.  I  saw  by 
viewing  the  work  while  at  convention  that  88  is 
quite  up  to  date,  and  I  think  the  insurance  feature, 
as  now  arranged,  proves  very  satisfactory  to  our 
insured  members.  All  are  now  eagerly  awaiting 
the  new  constitutions  and  book  of  proceedings  of 
the  convention. 

I  hope  all  delegates  received  as  hearty  and 
pleasant  a  reception  as  was  tendered  me  on  last 
Tuesday  evening,  although  the  weather  was  not 
pleasant.  The  crowd  and  refreshments  were  fine, 
gentlemen  and  ladles  were  all  jolly,  and  we  were 
all  sorry  when  the  festivities  ended.  Thanks  to 
all  for  the  arrangement  of  this  social. 

Altoona,  Pa.  Mrs.  Mart  M.  McCurdv. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Looking  over  the  last  journal  I  saw  quite  a  num- 
ber of  letters,  and  all  seemed  anxious  about  the 
coming  convention,  but  as  it  is  over  now  and  140 
was  not  represented,  we  feel  somewhat  in  the 
background,  but  our  delegate  took  sick  just  before 
time  to  go.  and  that  is  why  she  was  not  there.  But 
don't  think  we  will  lose  interest. as  we  are  working 
hard  to  build  up  our  Auxiliary.  We  have  gained 
five  new  members  this  year,  and  have  been  quite 
busy  otherwise.  On  the  19th  of  February  Division 
193  and  Auxiliary  140  held  a  grand  ball.  We  had 
quite  a  number  of  Baltimore  and  Martinsburg 
Anxiliary  ladies  in  attendance,  and  they  all  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  having  had  a  good  time. 
Those  from  Baltimore  were  Mrs.  Cox.  Waljan. 
Black  and  O'Neal:  and  the  Martinsburg  ladies  were 
Mrs.  Heallam.  Prisal.  Zepp.  Hipsley  and  Burket. 
The  next  day  was  spent  with  a  trolly  ride  through 
the  city. 


One  other  feature  we  have  is  our  monthly  social, 
and  it  brings  the  Conductors  and  the  Auxiliary 
and  all  friends  together,  and  it  is  quite  a  success 
and  brings  a  neat  little  sum  each  time.  The  18th 
of  last  month  it  was  held  at  Sister  Harry  Cole's, 
and  we  had  a  royal  good  time  as  Brother  Cole  and 
his  esteemed  wife  did  everything  to  make  each 
one  feel  at  home.  The  next  on  docket  is  our  pic- 
nic. We  are  anticipating  a  good  time,  so  you  can 
see  we  are  not  asleep. 

I  am  sorry  to  state  that  Sister  Charles  White  has 
been  very  ill  and  under  the  doctor's  care,  but  is 
some  better  now.  We  hope  she  will  soon  be  able 
to  be  with  us  again.  Sister  Moore  is  our  Grand 
Pres.  That  she  will  have  a  prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful term  is  the  wish  of  Auxiliary  140. 

Cumberland.  Md.  Mrs.  A,  C.  Schmtjtz. 

Editor  Railway  Con  due  ton 

Our  little  Auxiliary  No.  31  is  progressing  slowly 
but  surely.  We  have  been  obliged  to  overcome 
many  difficulties,  but  at  present  there  seems  to  be 
a  bright  spot  in  the  horizon,  which  we  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  think  will  widen  and  develop  into  broad 
sunlight,  when  our  future  shall  be  an  assured  suc- 
cess. Our  President  has  been  most  untiring  in 
her  efforts  to  promote  and  sustain  charity,  truth 
and  friendship  in  our  beloved  Order,  and  from 
present  indications  we  think  she  has  been  most 
successful.  The  results  are  certainly  gratifying. 

Once  again  the  charter  of  Auxiliary  31  is  draped 
in  mourning,  signifying  the  death  of  a  much- 
respected  Sister.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Smith. 

May  I  say  one  word  in  behalf  of  the  beneficiary 
department?  I  hope  that  by  January  1  every 
member  of  Auxiliary  31  will  make  application  and 
fill  out  a  certificate  in  the  beneficiary  department. 
For  myself.  I  am  anxious  for  its  success  and  will 
assist  and  induce  every  member  to  secure  certifi- 
cates, and  that  all  Sisters  will  study  this  question 
thoroughly,  and  by  January  1  will  be  provided 
with  a  policy.  Wishing  success  to  the  L.  A.  to  O. 
R.  C.  Mrs.  H.  L.  Vining. 

Cheyenne.  Wyoming. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  a  member  of  Auxiliary  80  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity which  Thb  Conductor  affords  me  and 
every  member  of  our  sisterhood  to  write  a  few 
words  in  behalf  of  our  non-attendance,  of  which 
our  President  so  often  calls  our  attention.  We 
have  elected  good  officers  for  the  year,  and  with 
so  good  a  leader  as  Sister  Walsh  for  President  we 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  first  lodges  of  L.  A.  to  O.  R. 
C  in  the  state. 

We  have  added  quite  a  few  new  members  al- 
ready. I  wish  every  member  of  our  Auxiliary 
could  try  to  persuade  some  Brother's  wife  to  join 
us  before  1901  closes,  and  by  so  doing  promote  this 
good  cause.  Sisters  of  No.  80  who  have  been  neg- 
ligent in  their  duties  to  attend,  come.  now.  and 
help  your  officers.  Do  not  stay  away  and  think 
yon  will  not  be  missed.  Come  to  every  meeting 
and  encourage  our  officers  to  perform  their  duties. 

The  Sisters  have  been  quite  busy  making  a  silk 
qnilt.  which  is  a  beauty,  by  the  way.  It  is  now 
completed  and  three  hundred  tickets  are  out  for 
sale.  One  Sister,  of  whom  I  shall  speak  person- 
ally, is  Sister  'Moore,  who  has  outdone  us  all  by 
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selling  fifty-two  tickets.  We  intend  to  set-re 
supper  the  night  ot  the  drawing  of  the  quilt, 
which  we  hope  to  dispose  of  by  the  last  of  this 
month.  The  Sisters  gave  a  surprise  party  to 
Brother  Corwin  and  wife,  it  being  the  anniversary 
of  bis  birthday.  Those  present  enjoyed  some 
beautiful  music,  rendered  by  Miss  Maud  Bowman. 
Miss  Elsie  Collins.  Miss  Minnie  Dean  and  Miss 
Edna  Lewis.  Supper  was  served  and  all  did 
ample  justice  to  the  repast.  All  spent  an  enjoy- 
able evening  and  went  home  rejoicing,  after  wish- 
ing them  many  happy  returns  of  the  day.  Wish- 
ing the  sisterhood  and  all  members  of  it  success 
and  prosperity  for  the  coming  year. 
Elmira.  N.  Y.  Mas.  I.  V.  L. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

At  our  last  meeting  we  had  a  very  good  attend- 
ance and  a  lot  of  smiling  faces,  when  we  heard 
about  the  increase  in  our  insurance.  Now,  you  are 
all  aware  of  the  fact  that  women  like  to  talk  (and 
persistent  talking  in  the  right  direction  may  do  a 
great  deal  of  good),  so  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  to 
our  Sisters  about  the  insurance.  I  would  like  to  see 
all  of  our  Sisters  interested  in  our  fraternal  bene- 
ficiary, and  now  since  we  can  take  out  a  policy  for 
$300.00  for  the  same  assessment  as  we  did  for 
$200.00.  you  should  grasp  the  opportunity,  for  I  am 
sure  this  is  a  very  cheap  charity  investment  for 
you  to  aid  some  Sister  who  has  to  struggle  along, 
and  whose  husband,  should  she  die.  would  have  to 
borrow  money  with  which  to  pay  her  funeral  ex- 
penses. Now.  Sisters,  look  into  this  question 
intelligently  and  make  our  insurance  the  feature 
of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary. 

On  the  evening  of  June  20  a  number  of  O.  R.  C. 
Brothers  and  their  wives  were  royally  entertained 
at  the  cosy  home  of  Brother  Bailetts.  it  being  the 
twenty-ninth  anniversary  of  their  marriage,  and. 
as  token  of  their  appreciation,  they  left  with  them 
a  handsome  rocker.  Sister  Long  made  the  pre- 
sentation speech,  and  was  responded  to  by  Sister 
Bailetts.  Mnsic  was  furnished  by  the  Mandolin 
Club.  Excellent  refreshments  were  served,  to 
which  all  did  justice,  with  the  exception  of  one 
Brother,  who  was  not  well  and  could  only  eat  two 
large  saucers  of  ice  cream.  At  a  late  hour  we 
adjourned  to  our  several  homes,  wishing  the  host 
and  hostess  many  more  years  of  joy.  peace  and 
happiness.  Mas.  Harry  Riddle. 

Sunbury,  Pa, 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  report  to  you  the  good 
news  of  our  prosperity  in  building  up  our  good  Or- 
der, in  reaching  out  the  hand  of  fellowship.  Aux- 
iliary 48  and  Division  148  have  much  to  be  proud  of. 
We  work  in  harmony  together,  extending  to  all 
love  and  sympathy.  What  more  can  we  do?  One 
inspires  the  other  in  our  work.  I  am  proud  to  say 
I  belong  to  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  the  O.  R.  C. 
Oh.  Sisters!  send  in  your  application.  Help  the 
good  work  along.  Think  how  much  good  you  can 
do.  You  don't  need  to  neglect  your  home  or  church 
by  joining  the  Order.  No.  no.  on  the  contrary  it 
will  help  you  in  power  and  spirit  to  do  God's  work, 
and  your  husband  will  feel  better,  will  be  more  en- 
couraged and  help  drive  away  the  clouds  of  gloom. 


add  sunshine  unto  life.  We  cannot  do  wroo 
feel  right  Sisters,  how  often  in  life  do  w< 
our  pathway  overhung  with  clouds?  Grief  i 
an  unbidden  and  unwelcome  guest;  sorrov. 
misfortunes  gather  around  us,  causing  our  1 
almost  to  sink  beneath  their  weight.  It  is  in 
dark  hours  that  the  heart  needs  the  comfoi 
the  kindness  of  sympathizing  friends.  We  i 
constituted  that  to  a  degree  I  think  our  hapi 
is  dependent  upon  others.  The  heart  is  f< 
for  friendships,  and  we  need  the  smile  and 
glowing  forth  from  the  face  of  others  as  mt 
the  little  flower  needs  the  warmth  of  the  i 
the  cooling  showers.  Words  of  kindness  fat 
the  heart  like  the  gentle  dew.  We  know  no 
may  not  know,  the  good  we  might  do  in  this 
by  simple  deeds  of  kindness.  They  are 
more  than  gold  or  silver. 

Our  May  festival  was  a  grand  success:  it ! 
one  week.  Big  crowds.  The  Midway  was  t 
traction.  It  was  there  that  the  old  was  : 
again;  gay  and  happy  and  enjoying  the  sport 
writer  can  vouch  for  the  merry-go-round  cir 
the  best  sport  of  all.  I  lassoed  one  of  the  1 
and  enjoyed  several  rides  with  the  boys  and 
I  think  he  was  the  best  horse  in  the  ring.  I 
engaged  him  for  next  May. 

Our  annual  outing  party  that  Brother  and  ! 
Stegall  gives  to  the  Brothers  and  Sisters 
year  was  a  grand  success  socially  and  flnant 
We  were  received  most  cordially  by  Brothc 
Sister  Stegall  and  their  lovely  daughters.  \ 
do  not  express  the  pleasure  and  enjoyment  w 
The  refreshments  were  elegant.  The  tables 
set  in  a  triangle  shape  to  represent  our  mott 
under  the  big  shade  trees  on  the  beautiful 
lawn  by  the  side  of  the  most  beautiful  lake 
with  pond  lilies  and  fish.  This  lake  is  fed  b 
of  the  finest  springs  in  the  state  of  Go 
Brother  Stegall's  flowers  were  all  in  full  b 
We  had  music,  dancing,  and  Miss  McFarland 
us.  to  our  delight,  some  old  plantation  reciti 
in  exquisite  style.  Miss  McFarland  being  a 
cal  southern  girl,  who  are  noted  for  their  b 
and  grace,  recited  finely.  Some  of  the  party 
out  to  her  home  in  carriages:  forty-five  of  the 
went  out  in  a  special  train  provided  by  Bi 
Griffit8.  All  vote  him  a  vote  of  thanks  f< 
kindness.  He  is  one  of  the  best  workers  i 
Order.  Those  that  missed  going  to  Brothe 
Sister  Stegall's  party  have  just  cause  to  regi 
Our  picnic  given  by  Division  148  and  Anxilii 
was  a  grand  success.  It  was  a  boat  excursi 
the  Tennessee  River  to  a  place  called  Blue  Sp: 
A  barge  was  fastened  to  the  boat  for  the  dai 
with  waxed  floor  and  the  best  band  in  the  cit 
enjoyed  it;  the  beans  and  belles  tripped  the 
fantastic  toe.  One  Brother  was  so  enchantec 
the  dance  and  bis  best  girl  he  gave  her  his  t 
est  smile,  and  to  prove  his  fidelity  to  her  he 
his  conductor's  badge  off,  which  is  not  permit 
by  the  Order  to  an  outside  person,  and  pirn 
on  her  heart  to  wear  to  prove  his  fascinatio 
the  young  lady.  Well,  the  old  story  ot  1< 
always  new.  We  will  not  laugh  this  time  a 
Brother. 

Brother  Griffits.  as  chairman  of  the  ente 
ment  committee,  cannot  be  given  too  much  i 
for  his  hard  work  for  the  success  of  the  O. 
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picnic.  He  has  siren  much  of  his  time  for  the 
-work.  He  don't  wait  and  hold  back  for  others  to 
do  the  work,  he  jnst  puts  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel 
and  everything  moves  like  clock  work.  Brother 
Taylor  Williams  is  one  of  our  most  enthusiastic 
workers  for  the  benefit  of  the  Order.  His  heart  is 
filled  with  charity  to  help  the  good  work  alone. 
Brother  Winston  is  another  good  Brother.  The 
world  is  not  filled  up  with  his  kind.  If  it  were  so 
the  widows  and  orphans  would  be  provided  for 
and  make  their  hearts  happy.  He  shows  by  his 
ffood  work  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  receive. 
The  little  drama  of  three  acts,  entitled  "Oh  Why." 
was  given.  The  audience  was  small,  but  very  ap- 
preciative. It  will  be  repeated  some  future  date 
for  the  benefit  of  those  that  missed  it.  All  should 
see  it.  for  the  moral  is  good.  Brothers,  we  thank 
you  one  and  all  for  your  co-operation  in  our  good 
work  for  the  Order.  Mrs.  Louise  Oliver. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

We  have  just  about  recovered  from  the  excite- 
ment of  the  convention  and  are  now  ready  to  be- 
gin work  in  real  earnest.  We  have  had  two  de- 
lightful meetings  since  the  convention:  the  first 
was  very  largely  attended.  The  delegate's  report 
was  read  and  much  enjoyed,  and  we  were  much 
gratified  on  hearing  the  report  of  the  general  Sec- 
retary and  the  Secretary  of  the  convention  com- 
mittee, which  showed  that  after  all  expenses  had 
been  paid  we  had  a  neat  sum  to  our  credit.  This 
we  decided  to  bank  and  shall  use  for  purposes  we 
see  fit  in  the  future,  placing  It  as  a  special  fund, 
separate  from  the  regular  funds  of  the  Divi- 
sion. 

A  pleasant  incident  of  onr  first  after  convention 
meeting  was  the  presentation  to  our  President. 
Sister  J.  W.  Qilboy.  of  a  handsome  sunburst  pin. 
Sister  McManus  made  the  presentation  in  a  few 
well  chosen  words,  referring  to  the  efficient  man- 
ner in  which  onr  President  had  guarded  our  craft 
so  successfully  to  a  safe  harbor  at  a  time  when 
storms,  peril  and  shipwreck  were  so  imminent. 
Sister  Gilboy  was  taken  wholly  by  surprise  and 
expressed  her  appreciation  of  the  token  given. 
Sister  Gilboy,  in  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
Auxiliary,  presented  Sister  McGiven  with  a  hand- 
some set  of  sterling  silver  spoons.  Sister  Mc- 
Given has  been  our  musician  for  several  years. 
Every  member  of  the  Auxiliary  joined  heartily  in 
the  presentation,  as  we  all  appreciate  the  faithful 
service  and  devotion  of  both  members.  We  are 
preparing  to  give  a  member's  picnic  early  this 
month.  We  are  also  looking  forward  with  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  to  the  conductors'  excursion  up 
the  river  to  Shakapee  July  13.  We  appreciate  the 
pleasant  relations  existing  between  Division  40 
and  ourselves. 

The  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  in  St.  Paul 
has  already  accomplished  much  in  awakening  in- 
terest in  the  northwest.  Only  at  our  last  meeting 
we  had  a  letter  from  Sister  Bieberman,  in  Duluth. 
stating  that  a  number  of  the  conductor's  wives  in 
the  Zenith  City  wished  to  organise  an  Auxiliary  at ' 
that  place.  This  would  include  West  Superior. 
Staples.  Bralnard  and  a  number  of  other  adjacent 
terminal  division  points.  Tis  true  we  would  lose 
four  or  five  of  our  good  members,  but  St.  Paul  is  a 


conductor;  .  571 

large  field  for  work  and  I  believe  there  are  any 
number  of  conductors'  wives  that  would  join  the 
Auxiliary  if  they  were  only  invited  and  urged.  I 
know  that  if  they  knew  of  the  pleasure  and  bene- 
fit derived  from  the  meetings  no  power  on  earth 
would  keep  them  away.  Despite  the  fact  that  our 
last  meeting  day  was  one  of  the  hottest  of  the 
year,  we  had  a  very  good  attendance:  in  fact,  we 
have  become  so  interested  that  we  cannot  bear  to 
stay  away  from  a  single  meeting.  We  are  like  the 
little  girl  who  told  her  mother,  when  asked  to 
leave  the  room,  that  she  was  afraid  she  would  lose 
the  gist  of  the  conversation. 

We  can  look  back  to  the  session  of  the  Grand 
Convention  with  naught  but  pleasure.  However, 
much  we  loved  Sister  Moore  before  she  came  to 
St.  Paul,  we  regard  her  now  as  a  broad-minded 
woman,  upright,  honest  in  all  her  dealings,  a  wo- 
man of  rare  executive  ability,  thoroughly  capable 
of  guiding  our  army  of  volunteers  to  a  harbor  of 
success:  and  now  let  each  one  of  us  be  faithful  and 
true  and  render  her  all  possible  assistance:  let  us 
be  loyal  subjects  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word. 
We  realize  the  fact  that  there  are  many  born 
leaders  in  the  Grand  Convention,  excellent  mate- 
rial from  which  to  select  We  see  in  Sister  Calla- 
han, Sister  Tracy  and  many  others,  who  will  by 
virtue  of  their  ability  be  brought  prominently  be- 
fore us. 

We  appreciate  the  many  excellent  changes  made 
in  the  by-laws  and  constitution,  and  we  also  appre- 
ciate the  work  that  Sister  Sewell  and  Sister  Moore 
have  put  into  the  insurance.  We  are  proud  of  the 
insurance  feature  of  our  organisation,  we  feel  that 
we  have  something  to  live  for.  and  an  object  to 
gain,  that  we  are  not  banded  together  wholly  for 
what  social  benefits  we  may  derive.  I  am  proud 
of  the  advancement  that  women  are  making.  We 
are  each  day  becoming  broader  and  higher  minded, 
we  have  come  to  that  stage,  that  we  can  look 
above  and  beyond  the  small  things  of  life  and 
grasp  the  greater  possibilities  set  before  us,  and 
if  at  times  there  are  little  trifles  which  for  the 
present  cause  no  little  worry,  the  clouds  quickly 
blow  over  and  all  is  peace  and  serenity,  and  like 
those  participating  in  a  lovers'  quarrel,  we  are 
more  closely  united,  and  if  anything,  bound  to- 
gether with  stronger  ties  of  love  and  affection. 
We  tried  to  do  the  best  we  could  to  entertain  the 
visiting  Sisters  and  Conductor's  wives  while  they 
were  in  St.  Paul,  if  there  were  errors  of  omission 
or  commission  committed,  we  hope  that  leniency 
will  be  shown,  and  that  we  will  be  forgiven.  We 
not  only  enjoyed  the  secret  sessions  of  the  Grand 
Division,  but  the  entertainments  provided  for  us 
by  the  Conductors,  the  Engineers,  the  Firemen, 
and  their  auxiliaries.  The  trip  up  the  river  to  the 
Soldier's  Home  and  Minnehaha  Falls,  and  down 
the  river  to  St  Croix  Falls  and  to  Taylor's  Falls 
were  all  very  delightful,  and  despite  the  fact  that 
always  some  little  inconveniences  will  occur,  on 
the  whole,  each  trip  was  a  success.  We  all  enjoyed 
the  courtesies  extended  to  us  by  the  citizens  of 
our  sister  twin.  The  trolley  ride  to  Lake  Calhonn 
and  Lake  Harriet  was  appreciated,  as  was  the 
reception  at  the  West  Hotel  by  the  members  of 
Auxiliary  101.  of  Minneapolis,  what  a  charming 
little  courtesy  to  Sister  Moore,  the  presentation  of 
the  pin  to  her  by  Sister  Chantry,  of  Division  101. 
in  behalf  of  her  members.  Of  course,  the  climax 
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was  capped  at  the  grand  ball  at  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple, and  if  those  who  revel  in  the  pleasures  of  the 
light  fantastic,  that  was.  perhaps  the  most  enjoy- 
able of  all  the  pleasures  provided.  The  little  in- 
formaT'at  home."  at  the  Merchant  Hotel.  Satur- 
day evening,  by  the  members  of  Como  Division, 
with  the  after  dinner  banquet,  was  another  pleas- 
ant occasion.  We  were  proud  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
officers,  as  they  formed  the  semi-circle  in  the  long 
receiving  line  and  each  of  the  visitors  were  per- 
sonally greeted  by  each.  We  also  enjoyed  the  in- 
formal receptions  and  band  concerts  at  the  Ryan 
and  Merchant,  on  Wednesday  evening,  by  the  O. 
R.  C.  We  appreciate  the  kindly  feeling  existing 
between  sister  organizations  and  ourselves.  Sister 
Sullivan,  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Engineers,  touched  a  respon- 
sive chord  when  she  presented  Sister  Moore  with 
a  set  of  souvenir  Minnesota  spoons.  We  thor- 
oughly enjoyed  the  exhibition  drill  by  the  White 
City  Division,  and  we  hope  the  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  we  will  be  able  in  onr  local  Divisions  to 
have  a  team  equally  well  drilled.  It  seems  as 
though  it  were  but  yesterday  that  I  sat  beside 
Sister  Honeycut.  and  could  see  the  familiar  face 
of  Sister  Ingraham  across  the  aisle.  Sisters  Little 
and  Ryan  and  many  others  whom  we  learned  to 
love.  I  often  wonder  when  we  are  gasping  for 
breath  here  in  Minnesota,  with  the  thermometer  90° 
in  the  shade,  how  the  Sisters  in  California  and  the 
far  south  are  enjoying  this  hot  weather.  Let  us 
inagurate  a  symposium  this  fall,  on  how  to  interest 
members  in  the  Division  meetings,  let  us  during 
the  summer  months  think  over  these  things  and 
be  ready  for  real  earnest  work  this  fall. 
St.  Paul.  Minn.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

On  June  27  the  ladies  of  Auxiliary  122  and  their 
friends  enjoyed  to  the  utmost  a  moonlight  excur- 
sion up  the  Illinois  river  to  beautiful  Prospect 
Heights.  Everything  seemed  conducive  to  our 
pleasure  and  success;  for.  after  an  exceedingly 
sultry  day.  a  delightful  and  refreshing  breeze 
came  gently  over  the  moonlit  water,  making  us 
dream  of  fairyland,  and  bringing  to  us  thoughts  of 
how  the  foundation  of  our  beautiful  Peoria  was 
laid,  when  Father  Marquette  with  Joliet  and  a 
party  of  six  Frenchmen  pitched  their  camp  on  the 
banks  of  Peoria  lake.  True,  these  men  went  away 
and  did  not  even  attempt  to  establish  a  trading 
post,  but  they  carried  with  them  to  the  north  the 
information  that  on  Peoria  lake  there  was  a  spot 
designed  by  nature  for  a  great  city.  Afterwards 
the  place  was  visited  by  La  Salle.  Hennepin  and 
Tonti.  who  built  a  fort  near  the  present  city  and 
named  it  Creve  Coeur.  But  while  our  thoughts 
traveled  and  compared  the  ideal  city  of  Peoria 
with  the  past  struggles  and  hardships  of  pioneer 
times,  others  of  our  party  were  enjoying  them- 
selves in  various  ways— the  young  folks  (and  some 
who  were  not  so  young)  were  happy  in  tripping  the 
light  fantastic,  the  filmy  embroidered  and  summer 
dresses  of  the  ladies  mingling  with  the  beruffled 
shirt  waists  of  the  gallant  gentlemen  dancers. 
The  older  and  more  sedate,  such  as  G.  F.  Oswald 
and  better  half  sitting  coolly  and  idly  on  deck, 
dreaming  the  happy  hours  away:  while  still  others 
very  animatedly  enjoyed  playing  cards.  On  the 


whole  our  moonlight  trip  was  in  every  sense  a 
grand  success.  On  last  Sunday  the  Conductors  of 
Division  79  held  memorial  services  in  memory  of 
their  dead.  Dr.  Simmons  preaching  the  sermon  in 
his  beautifully  impressive  manner. 

Our  Sisters  who  were  in  attendance  at  the  St. 
Paul  convention  are  very  enthusiastic  in  praise  of 
the  royal  welcome  and  splendid  entertainment  ex- 
tended visiting  delegates  during  their  sojourn 
there.  The  general  verdict  being  that  St.Paul  car- 
ries the  banner  for  hospitality  and  generous  en- 
tertainment, surpassing  even  the  southern  cities, 
which  is  an  almost  unheard  of  thing  as  the  south- 
erners pride  themselves  on  generous  and  lavish 
hospitality.   Sister  Peterson,  as  alternate  dele- 
gate, proved  her  interest  and  loyalty  to  our  cause 
by  a  very  interesting  and  complete  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  Grand  Division.  She  did  her  duty 
nobly  and  Auxiliary  122  is  very  grateful  to  her.  At 
the  last  meeting  Sister  Donley,  who  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Federation  of  Women's  clubs,  read  her 
report  of  the  meeting,  which  was  very  interesting. 
We  have  recently  added  two  members  to  our 
membership,  and  expect  to  initiate  two  more  at 
our  next  meeting.  Miss  Ruth  Dorland  of  Ohio  is 
a  guest  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Dor- 
land,  The  regular  monthly  tea  at  Sister  Simmons 
was  heartily  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Winchester  are  rejoicing  over  the  arrival  of  a 
bright  little  daughter  at  their  home.  Sister  Miller 
was  unfortunate  in  getting  badly  burned  by  the 
explosion  of  gasoline,  but  we  are  glad  to  hear  that 
she  is  greatly  recovered  from  the  painful  injuries. 
We  are  very  sorry  to  learn  that  Sister  Kate  Castle 
is  leaving  Springfield.  III.   She  has  been  a  tried 
and  true  member  of  Auxiliary  106.  and  not  only 
the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  to  which  she  be- 
longed will  sorely  miss  her  cheerful  and  happy 
presence,  but  the  many  friends  she  has  made  and 
held  by  her  sunny  and  kindly  disposition  are 
grieved  that  this  parting  must  be.  Dear  Sister. 
"May  the  Lord  watch  over  thee  and  thine." 

Realizing  that  truth  is  sometimes  stranger  than 
fiction,  we  wish  to  congratulate  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cal 
Taylor  of  Springfield  on  the  arrival  of  a  daughter 
at  their  home  after  seventeen  years  of  married 
life.  Mr.  and  Mr.  Burbridge  leave  next  week  on 
an  extended  visit  to  New  York  City. 

Peoria.  111.  Ex-Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  99  is  trying  to  hold  her  own  although 
she  has  her  ups  and  downs.  We  started  in  the  first 
of  the  year  with  great  encouragement  but  since 
then  many  things  have  failed  short  of  realization: 
some  do  not  come  but  counsel  the  Order:  others 
will  say  it  is  no  use  trying  to  keep  it  up  but  pick, 
pull  and  find  fault.  Maybe  that  is  what  some  call 
sisterly  love.  Why  don't  you  come  out  and  help 
to  build  up  the  Order  and  whenever  an  opportunity 
affords  itself  try  to  get  in  a  new  member  and  speak 
a  word  of  praise  instead  of  trying  to  pull  it  down 
as  fast  as  it  is  built  up.  Sister  Bobrink.  who  has 
been  our  faithful  Junior  Sister  for  two  years,  has 
moved  to  Kansas  City,  Kas..  where  Brother  B.  now 
wears  the  blue  coat  with  brass  buttons.  Sister 
Garnett  is  enjoying  a  pleasant  visit  from  her 
father  and  mother  of  Athens.  Ohio.  Sister  Kars 
Boom  leaves  in  a  few  days  to  join  her  husband  in 
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Colorado.  Sister  E.  A.  Smith  returned  from  Han- 
nibal. Mo.,  where  she  attended  the  golden  wedding 
anniversary  of  her  father  and  mother.  Sister 
Ridlon  presented  her  hnsband  with  a  six  pound 
baby  girl.  Nellie,  eldest  daughter  of  Sister  and 
Brother  McCarty.  graduated  with  high  honors  at 
Paola.  Kas..  at  the  academy.  Sister  and  Brother 
Rurniss  have  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  their  little  girl  baby.  The  little  one  bad  come 
to  gladden  their  hearts  only  to  be  snatched  away 
in  a  twinkling  of  an  eye.  A  brief  service  was  held 
at  the  bouse  and  afterwards  the  remains  were 
taken  to  the  cemetery  where  amid  the  solemn 
sacredness  of  the  last  farewell  the  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  forever. 

We  are  still  serving  cake  and  cream  once  a 
month  which  in  the  year's  end  adds  quite  a  little 
to  our  treasury.  Out  here  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  Kansas  everything  is  burning  up.  for  the  want 
of  rain  with  the  wind  and  dnst  makes  it  something 
terrible,  but  we  must  bear  it  with  endurance  for  it 
might  be  worse.  Since  the  insurance  has  been 
raised  to  $300  we  hope  that  more  will  now  take  it 
out.  Mrs.  Joseph  Elliott. 

Osawatomie,  Kas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Again  we  address  our  Brothers  and  Sisters 
through  the  columns  of  The  Conductor  and  can 
say  we  are  traveling  on  even  though  the  road  is 
very  hot  and  dusty.  After  the  trip  to  St.  Paul  one 
can  have  day  dreams  of  pleasant  times  and  bright 
faces  to  keep  them  busy  for  several  months  and  to 
say  we  thank  the  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  people 
for  the  courtesy  shown  all  that  were  so  fortunate 
as  to  attend  the  convention,  would  be  small,  in- 
deed, and  too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  them. 
And  earnestly  will  we  await  the  convention  of  1903 
to  meet  again.  Mrs.  O.  Sullivan. 

Lima.O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

We  have  been  quite  prosperous  so  far  this  year, 
and  are  proud  to  let  our  Sisters  know  of  it.  Our 
first  event  of  interest  was  hunting  a  new  place  of 
meeting  and  moving  after  it  was  found,  and  it  was 
a  very  interesting  time,  while  it  lasted,  as  many  of 
the  Sisters  can  testify,  but  I  think  we  are  all  much 
better  satisfied  than  before.  We  have  held  our 
regular  socials  each  month  and  have  had  about  all 
the  hall  could  accommodate,  we  are  beginning  to 
find  it  almost  too  warm  for  indoor  socials  and  have 
not  quite  decided  what  form  our  next  gathering 
will  take.  Through  the  efforts  of  our  President. 
Secretary  and  many  of  the  Sisters  we  have  a  fine 
Fisher  piano.  It  was  through  a  piano  contest  but 
not  by  the  contest.  We  have  been  adding  to  our 
members  greatly  this  year,  I  hope  it  may  continue. 
We  have  averaged  one  new  member  a  month  this 
year  and  still  they  come.  We  feel  quite  proud  of 
our  delegate,  she  brought  us  a  very  complete  and 
interesting  report,  we  feel  she  was  the  right  one  in 
the  right  place.  We  have  been  pleased  to  wel- 
come several  visitors.  Sister  C.  K.  Winans  of 
Auxiliary  124.  Pittsburg.  Kansas,  was  here  with 
her  husband  and  daughter.  Sister  Kinney  of 
Denver,  has  met  with  us  several  times  and  we 
almost  consider  Sister  Wheelan  one  of  us.  Sister 
Sibley  of  Las  Vegas,  has  been  transferred  and  we 


hope  the  other  Sisters  will  do  likewise.  Salt  Lake 
was  favored  with  visits  from  the  Georgia  excur- 
sion, the  New  Orleans  excursion  and  the  Chicago 
excursion,  and  I  hope  they  enjoyed  their  stay  with 
us  as  we  enjoyed  having  them  here.  TheO.  R.  C. 
and  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  united  in  trying  to  make  their 
visits  as  pleasant  as  possible.  The  uncertainty 
of  their  arrival  upset  some  of  our  plans,  but  we 
enjoyed  every  minute  of  their  stay.  We  hope  to 
renew  our  acquaintance  in  1903.  Some  of  us  began 
planning  for  1903  as  soon  as  our  .Brothers  and  Sis- 
ters left  us.  In  my  next  1  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  of 
our  quilt  with  a  big  Q.  Alicb  Havbnor. 

Salt  Lake  City.  Utah. 

m 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Tuesday  evening.  June  11.  Mrs.  Wight  man  gave 
all  at  the  Railroad  Men's  Home  a  treat  by  bring- 
ing Miss  Jennie  Smith,  the  National  Railroad 
Evangelist,  to  visit  and  entertain  us  all  with  a 
brief  outline  of  her  conversion  and  history  in  the 
work  that  she  is  engaged  in.  Miss  Smith  is  a  very 
warm  friend  of  the  president.  Mr.  L.  S.  Coffin,  as 
well  as  to  all  connected  with  the  Home.  She  be- 
came very  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
souls  of  railroad  men  when  being  carried  from 
place  to  place  in  baggage  cars,  searching  for  medi- 
cal assistance,  she  being  a  helpless,  suffering  in- 
valid. A  few  days  after  her  first  ride,  as  men- 
tioned above,  which  was  between  West  Liberty 
and  Columbus.  Ohio,  there  occurred  a  wreck  near 
the  former  place,  an  engine  turned  over  and 
caught  the  engineer  fast  so  that  he  could  not  be 
got  out.  and  while  he  was  there  being  literally 
cooked  by  the  steam,  he  made  his  will  and  begged 
of  the  bystanders  to  take  an  interest  in  and  pray 
for  the  railroad  men.  All  were  surprised  to  learn 
that  he  was  a  christian,  and  to  see  with  what  forti- 
tude he  bore  up  until  relieved  by  death.  He  said 
he  had  been  converted  by  the  prayers  of  his 
washer  woman.  Miss  Smith  was  an  invalid  for 
twenty  years,  and  perfectly  helpless  for  sixteen 
years.  Most  of  the  sixteen  years  one  of  her  limbs 
had  to  be  boxed  and  fastened  to  the  couch  that  she 
was  carried  around  on.  Nothing  could  be  men- 
tioned in  the  state  medical  conventions  that  was 
not  tried  in  her  case.  She  was  taken  many 
places  for  treatment,  and  finally  to  a  hospital  in 
Philadelphia,  where  much  encouragement  was 
given  her  at  first,  but  after  five  months  of 
faithful  treatment  was  doomed  to  disappointment, 
and  the  last  hope  was  broken,  and  in  the  dark 
hour  of  despair  she  said  to  her  sister,  "O.  I  would 
rather  mother  would  receive  me  in  a  casket  than 
on  this  couch:  I  cannot  go  back  to  her  in  this  suf- 
fering condition." 

She  said.  "Just  at  this  time  the  incoming  train, 
and  the  click  of  the  policeman's  call  suggested  to 
her  that  someone  ought  to  take  an  interest  in 
these  noble  men  and  consecrate  their  best  efforts 
in  the  work  of  saving  those  precious  souls,  and 
there  came  the  question,  could  not  she  be  recon- 
ciled to  suffer  on  if  she  could  only  be  of  some 
benefit  to  them  in  the  way  of  reclaiming  some  of 
their  precious  souls,  especially  those  who  had 
been  so  kind  to  her  while  being  in  their  charge  in 
the  baggage  cars.  Thousands  of  this  class  came 
up  before  her  mind  in  the  moment.  She  said 
"yes.  I  can  endure  anything  if  I  can  be  of  some 
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elptothem."  All  desire  to  get  well  was  gone, 
for  she  felt  the  need  of  a  baptism  of  suffering  to 
(it  her  for  the  work  before  her.  She  had  saved 
many  souls  while  being:  carried  around  from  place 
to  place  on  her  invalid  conch. 

She  related  in  a  very  simple  manner  how  she 
became  a  sound  woman.  It  happened  when  a  few 
of  her  warm  christian  friends  and  ministers  were 
gathered  at  her  room  for  a  social  time.  She  felt 
as  though  there  was  something;  in  store  for  her 
ont  of  the  ordinary,  and  believed  that  there  was  a 
blessing:  in  store  for  her  which  was  very  near  at 
hand,  and  she  asked  the  company  to  unite  in 
prayer,  and  if  need  be  to  remain  with  her  till  the 
next  morning::  and  at  once  there  came  to  the  min- 
isters a  gift  of  faith,  and  they  begran  to  pray  for 
the  healing:  of  her  body,  and  about  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  one  of  the  party  took  her  by  the 
hand  and  said.  "Sister,  you  are  too  anxious  to  get 
well:  the  Lord  can  make  better  use  of  you  on  this 
conch  than  be  can  on  your  feet."  "No."  she  said, 
sbe  had  gained  the  victory,  for  if  the  beat  of  the 
furnace  was  increased  tenfold  she  could  endnre  it 
and  say  Thy  will  be  done,  and  pain  will  be  sweet 
if  it  is  my  Father's  will  that  I  should  suffer  on. 
Eleven  of  the  company  remained  with  her  until 
after  midnight,  when  she  opened  her  lips  in  earn- 
est prayer  and  laid  her  bodily  pain  on  the  altar  for 
God  to  take  and  do  with  her  as  He  willed.  At  the 
close  of  the  prayer  there  was  a  perfect  silence  for 
a  few  moments,  when  all  of 'a  sudden  there  came  a 
tremendous  shock  t broach  her  whole  anatomy,  as 
if  an  electric  shock  of  a  thousand  volts  of  elec- 
tricity bad  passed  through  her.  and  at  once  the 
strength  came  into  her  back,  where  there  seemed 
as  though  a  joint  was  cone,  and  the  palsied  limb 
began  to  revive,  and  she  raised  herself  upon  her 
feet,  a  feat  that  she  had  not  accomplished  for 
years.  The  physicians  let  down  the  foot-board  of 
the  couch  and  sbe  arose  to  a  standing;  posture  and 
walked,  something  she  had  not  done  for  sixteen 
years,  and  from  that  time  on  sbe  has  been  strong 
and  healthy,  and  her  withered  limb  became  filled 
with  strength  and  vigor  and  is  now  the  same  as 
the  other. 

She  has  been  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  in 
the  interest  of  the  railroad  men.  working  with  the 
R,  R.  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s  and  the  W.  C.  T.  U.'s.  She 
promised  to  return  to  the  Home  some  time  in  the 
future  and  remain  longer,  so  as  to  get  more  ac- 
quainted wlthltbe  needs  of  all  concerned. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
S.  &.  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Auxiliary  68.  is  moving  along  nicely  with 
rood  attendance  at  every  meeting,  consider- 
ing this  hot  weather.  Our  delegate.  Mrs.  Harry 
Shipp.  returned  from  the  convention  with  a  good 
report.  I  never  heard  a  better  one.  both  as  to  the 
work  and  of  the  generosity  of  the  people  of  St. 
Paul.  Her  report  of  thelconvention  and  its  works 
stimulated  us  all  to  a  higher  and  nobler  estimation 
of  the  grand  good  Order  to  which  we  belong.  On 
J  une  20th.  we  were  all  invited  to  the  home  of 
sister  Shipp  to  spend  the  day,  I  think  fifteen  were 
present.  Those  who  did  not  come  missed  a  royal 
good  time.  Lunch  was  served  to  which  all  did 
justice.  We  arranged  to  have  alpicnic  each  month 


in  honor  of  some  member's  birthday,  at  some  p 
during  the  summer  months,  and  in  winter  a  so 
at  their  homes.  Mrs.  Leslie  was  the  lady  of  ho 
in  June.  We  passed  around  the  hat.  each  < 
tributed  a  small  amount  to  buy  a  present,  wh 
in  this  instance,  was  a  silver  crumb  tray.  Wc 
met  at  Budd  Park  on  June  28th.  and  had  a  loi 
time.  I  can't  hardly  wait  for  September  for 
turn  if  they  are  going  to  make  such  present! 
that.  Division  SS  invited  us  to  attend  tl 
memorial  service,  to  which  a  great  many 
s ponded,  and  as  many  mote  would  have  been  tb 
had  they  been  notified  sooner.  All  who  were  tb 
enjoyed  a  fine  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Father  Dal' 
The  Ladies  of  Auxiliary  68  sang  "  Nearer  My  ( 
To  Thee."  Brother  Welch  then  read  the  nai 
of  eighteen  deceased  members  of  55.  and  sp 
feelingly  on  their  lives  and  good  deeds.  1 
Ladies  sang  "  Rock  of  Ages."  followed  by  a  sfc 
speech  by  Brother  Stone,  then  another  sc 
"  Precious  Promise  God  has  Given."  followed  t 
speech  by  a  Brother,  and  a  song  "God  Be  ¥ 
Yon.  Till  We  Meet  Again."  followed  by  a  pra 
by  Brother  Welch. 
Kansas  City.  Mo.  Mas.  J.  E.  Boy  a 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  81  is  still  growing.  When  your  hum 
correspondent  last  penned  a  few  lines  to  TheC 
ductor  I  was  telling  you  that  we  were  antici] 
lag  a  good  time  in  the  way  of  having  Koffee  Kla 
and  Hop  and  our  anticipations  were  gratified 
having  the  good  time  and  you  would  have  jud: 
so  had  you  seen  how  the  cake  disappeared.  At 
last  meeting  in  honor  of  our  delegate's  return 
held  a  little  entertainment  and  to  hear  the  g 
report  she  brought  with  her.  We  bad  a  very  g 
turn  out  and  we  did  justice  to  the  ice  cream  i 
cake  and  had  a  good  time  in  general  only  we  w 
very  sorry  that  our  good  president  was  aba 
through  illness.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  sb 
out  again.  We  also  balloted  for  a  new  Sister 
do  wish  our  good  Brothers  would  talk  Auxiliary 
their  wives  for  it  is  a  grand  institution.  I  am  g 
to  pen  about  some  of  our  Sisters  turning  on 
the  last  meeting.  It  did  me  great  pleasure  to 
their  smiling  faces  with  ns.  We  must  stand 
our  officers  to  help  them  with  the  duties  that  ti 
must  perform.  Sisters  place  yourselves  in  tl 
positions,  see  how  you  would  like  to  come  ev 
meeting  and  see  so  many  vacant  seats,  just  c 
minister  of  the  Gospel  has  to.  many  times,  prei 
to  many  empty  benches,  you  don't  know  what : 
m  iss  by  staying  away  so  much.  We  have  all  b< 
invited  to  Harrisburg.  to  attend  a  union  pici 
and  I  guess  we  will  attend,  as  we  generally  rei 
sent  Monumental  pretty  well  there  when  we 
invited,  for  they  do  show  us  a  good  time  in 
capital  city.  Your  correspondent  is  going  to 
to  help  swell  the  number,  as  her  heart  is 
everything  that  pertains  to  Auxiliary  and 
Brotherhood. 

Dear  Sisters  ask  yourselves  is  this  my  part 
the  working  of  uniting  the  interests  of  the  C 
ductor's  wives  of  America.  What  of  this  new  c 
tury?  Let  us  answer  for  our  Order,  let  it  b< 
century  of  combination,  let  us  set  our  faces  to  t 
future  and  take  up  the  march  of  progress.  Aroi 
yourselves  1  Sisters,  to  an  active,  persistent  Int 
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eat.  uniting  in  your  purpose  ycm  will  rarely  suc- 
ceed in  the  upholding  of  our  Auxiliary,  which 
will  be  a  pride  not  only  to  yourselves  bnt  to  our 
beloved  Order.  Wishing  all  the  Auxiliary  the 
best  of  success.  Mrs.  Jennie  Stone. 

Bath,  Me..  723  E.  Breslen  St. 

«3 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  91  held  their  first  meeting  in  May.  in 
their  new  hall.  Mrs.  Fowler  being  in  waiting,  the 
goat  was  brought  forth  and  our  candidate  was  duly 
initiated  into  the  secrets  of  our  Order.  After  busi- 
ness was  over  dainty  refreshments  were  served. 

Portland.  Ore.  Della  L.  Houston. 

tt 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  84  is  getting  along  famously.  At  our 
last  meeting  we  initiated  three  candidates— Sisters 
Patten.  Church  and  Mc  Far  lain.  They  rode  the 
goat  quite  gracefully.  We  anticipate  more  candi- 
dates soon.  The  meetings  are  well  attended.  The 
Sisters  and  their  friends  enjoyed  a  delightful  affair 
at  the  home  of  Sister  Bailey.  June  28.  Between 
thirty  and  forty  responded.  Sister  Oifford's  two 
children  gave  us  some  delightful  music.  Lemon- 
ade, ice  cream  and  cake'  of  various  kinds  were 
served.  Everyone  said  they  had  a  nice  time.  Al- 
though it  was  such  a  warm  day.  96  in  the  shade.  I 
can  assure  you  that  we  took  advantage  of  the 
spacious  lawn  and  shade  trees.    The  air  was 


heavily  laden  with  the  perfume  of  thousands  of 
blossoms  of  almost  all  descriptions.  We  give 
these  "at  homes"  once  a  month  at  the  Sisters' 
homes,  taking  them  in  alphabetical  order.  Two 
of  these  can  club  together  if  they  wish.  We  get 
better  acquainted  and  thoroughly  enjoy  ourselves. 
They  are  a  jolly  crowd  when  they  get  out  together. 
We  also  have  picnics  and  outings  at  the  different 
parks  and  beaches.  We  enjoy  these  outings  hugely. 
The  Sisters  have  formed  a  club  to  take  up  as  a 
study  the  Parliamentary  laws.  Sisters  Plum  and 
Tracey  are  to  act  as  instructors,  and  I  understand 
they  are  quite  efficient  in  this  line.  We  hope  to 
make  a  grand  success  of  it.  There  are  enrolled 
twenty-one  members  and  good  prospects  for  more. 
All  who  are  eligible  to  the  Order  can  join  the  club. 
We  have  not  quite  yet  decided  on  the  name,  how- 
ever. Angel  City.  I  believe,  is  the  most  appropri- 
ate. So  Sisters  come  and  join  the  club.  We  meet 
at  the  home  of  Sister  Hartell  the  first  Wednesday  * 
of  each  month,  her  home  being  the  most  central. 
Isn't  she  good?  I  never  see  anything  in  The  Con- 
ductor from  Division  111.  Come.  Brothers,  wake 
up.  and  show  what  you  can  do  in  the  corresponding 
line.  You  have  something  to  tell  us.  I  know.  The 
way  you  have  been  creaking  that  cart  around  in 
your  Division.  I  think  it  has  a  flat  wheel  the  way  it 
runs.  We  can  hear  it.  You  have  one  or  two  new 
candidates  every  meeting  nearly.  Wishing  all 
Divisions  and  Auxiliaries  success  and  Godspeed. 
Los  Angeles.  Calif.        One  of  the  Sisters. 


PASSED  IT  ALONG. 


There  was  trouble  in  the  office  of  the  old  P.  D. 

&Q. 

When  the  news  came  in  that  No.  4  had  smashed 
with  No.  2 

And  distributed  calamity  for  half  a  mile  around 
'Till  it  was  impossible  to  see  the  color  of  the 
ground. 

And  the  chairman  of  executives  said  to  the  presi- 
dent: 

"It  strikes  me  that  you  can't  run  a  railroad  worth 

a  copper  cent!" 
Whereupon  the  general  manager  was  called  upon 

the  floor 

And  informed  that  he  was  careless  in  the  case  of  2 
and  4: 

And  the  general  manager  remarked:  "I  very 
plainly  see 

That  the  general  superintendent  needs  a  red-hot 
roast  from  me  " 

Which  the  same  induced  the  general  superintend- 
ent to  call  in 

The  division  superintendent,  whom  he  criticised 
like  sin. 

And  who  straightway  had  the  master  of  the  road 

report  to  him 
For  a  roasting  then  and  there  administered  with 

dash  and  vim. 
Said  the  master  of  the  road:  "The  section  foreman 

is  the  chap 

Who  has  caused  this  great  disaster,  and  I'll  knock 

him  out  a  rap." 
So  he  called  the  section  foreman,  and  he  said: 

"You  careless  cuss. 


Your  remarkable  stupidity  has  made  scapegoats 

of  us — " 

*  Which  the  section  foreman  took  as  quite  a  per- 
sonal affront 

And  resolved  right  then  and  there  to  do  a  criti- 
cising stunt 

On  his  own  hook,  so  he  called  the  man  who  greases 

up  the  track. 
And  be  said :  "It  seems  to  me  you  ought  to  find  a 

friendly  crack 
And  crawl  into  it  and  pull  your  carcass  after  you. 

you  chump. 

For  neglect  of  duty  on  your  part  has  got  us  on  the 
jump! 

If  you'd  greased  your  tracks  this  accident  would 

never  have  occurred. 
You  just  go  and  draw  your  salary,  without  another 

word!" 


•So  the  greaser  took  the  order  for  bis  cash  and 

drewhts  roll. 
And  remarked  with  much  emphatic  language: 

"Well,  upon  my  soul, 
Dis  road's  de  cheapest  lot  o'  guys  dat  I  has  ever 

saw, 

An'  dis  ting  o'  takin'  blame  f  r  udders  rankles  in 
me  craw: 

Wy.  de  chairman  o'  de  board  spen's  all  de  money 
in  de  eas'. 

An',  by  gosh.  I  can't  be  greasin'  w'en  1  ain't  got 
any  grease!" 

-Denver  Times. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Brother  W.  S.  McFarland.  of  Division  44.  went 
to  Salt  Lake  City  June  1  to  meet  the  Georgia 
special  and  New  Orleans  special  bearing:  members 
of  our  Order  returning;  from  the  Grand  Division. 
The  date  proved  to  be  a  remarkable  one.  from  the 
fact  it  was  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
Brig-ham  Young;,  which  his  followers  were  faith- 
fully observing;,  and  the  conductors  and  their 
families  found  much  to  amuse  them  in  the  City  of 
the  Saints,  and  after  Mac  had  "washed  all  their 
sins  away"  by  a  plunge  in  the  great  Salt  Lake 
departed  for  home  with  the  New  Orleans  special 
at  &20  p.  m.  June  1.  arriving;  at  Glenwood  Spring's 
at  9:30  a.  m.  June  2.  and  again  put  the  party  to  soak 
in  Glen  wood's  famous  hot  springs ;  thence  to  Colo- 
rado Springs,  where  they  were  shown  the  beauti- 
ful sights  of  that  place  and  turned  over  clean  and 
fresh  to  the  Santa  Pe  Railroad  overjoyed  at  the 
wonderful  scenery  and  treatment  on  the  trip  over 
the  D.  &  R.  G.  and  D.  &  R.  G.  W..  leaving  a  vote  of 
thanks  as  an  assurance  of  their  appreciation.  He 
then  took  charge  of  the  Macon  special  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th.  showed  them  Cripple  Creek, 
the  greatest  gold  camp  on  earth:  Pikes  Peak;  a 
bath  in  the  "beautiful"  snow  and  landed  them  in 
Denver  on  the  morning  of  the  Sth  quite  weary 
from  continuous  travel  and  sudden  change  of  cli- 
mate and  weather,  many  suffering  with  severe 
colds.  They  were  then  given  a  hasty  trip  to  the 
wonderful  "loop,"  leaving  Denver  at  12:01  p.  m.  on 
a  special  in  charge  of  Brother  Johnny  Mann  and 
Engineer  Brown,  returning  at  6:45  p.  m. 

Brother  Harry  Harris  and  Brother  McFarland 
did  all  they  could  to  show  the  visitors  a  good  time, 
as  many  others  would  also  have  been  glad  to  have 
done,  but  owing  to  so  many  washouts  and  other 
delays  it  was  not  certain  when  they  would  arrive, 
and  were  unable  to  make  the  trip.  The  visitors 
were  much  pleased  with  this  wonderful  and  pleas- 
ant little  trip  and  it  did  the  writer  much  good,  as 
it  always  does,  to  clasp  the  hands  of  those  warm- 
hearted, generous  southern  people,  who  always 
shake  so  warmly,  but  sorry  they  could  not  have 
had  more  rest  that  they  could  have  better  enjoyed 
our  mountain  sights.  Many  remained  in  Denver 
on  account  of  fatigue. 

Among  our  collection  of  cards  we  find  Brother 

G.  D.  Dorsey  and  wife,  of  Division  123:  B.  D. 
Brown  and  J.  C.  Crimmins.  of  same  Division:  C. 
M.  Hughes,  of  221:  Brother  H.  L.  Stonecifer  and 
wife,  of  Division  119.  relatives  of  Mrs.  Ida  Demar. 
ex-agent  of  the  U.  P.  of  this  city:  Paul  Moses,  of 
Binghampton.  Ala.:  Geo.  Cline.  of  Division  318; 

H.  M.  Hanbury.  of  Division  186:  W.  W.  Drew,  of 
Division  102:  G.  H.  Woodall.  Division  98:  S.  H.  Mil- 
ler. Division  i;  Jno.  Moore.  Division  351;  Edward 
Robbins.  Division  100:  Mrs.  D.  E.  Gipson.  Auxil- 
iary 24:  Fred  Brooks.  Division  261.  Many  of  the 
party  said  they  had  seen  where  we  "registered" 
in  The  Conductor,  but  we  still  have  to  wear  the 
same  sized  hat  'till  pay  day.  Brothers  A.  J.  Os- 
born.  A.  C.  Abbott.  J.  J.  Heavey,  and  W.  N.  Drake, 
of  the  Chicago  special,  made  us  a  short,  but  awful 
pleasant  call  just  previous  to  leaving.  They  had 
also  seen  our  trade  mark  in  The  Conductor. 
Poor  Charlie  Gardner  took  cold  on  the  trip  to  the 
"loop"  and  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  several 
days,  but  glad  to  say  he  is  around  again.  We  are 


pleased  to  note  the  return  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Holbrook  back  to  Denver  to  live.  Sister  H.  is  a 
sure  hustler  for  the  L.  A. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  locomotive  and  freight 
car.  and  the  increasing  number  of  same  that  con- 
stitute a  train,  is  being  keenly  felt  among  railroad 
men  in  this  country,  we  find,  and  has  much  to  do 
in  introducing  new  curse  words,  gray  hairs  and 
long  faces,  and  many  of  the  old  "vets"  long  for  the 
days  of  link  and- pin  couplings.  Johnny-take-your- 
pick-handle  brakes  and  cars  that  an  ordinary 
sized  brakeman  can  stand  on  and  "clear"  the 
sky  without  "squattin"'  and  the  conductor  can 
make  a  round  trip  from  Caboose  to  engine,  check 
his  train  and  get  back  the  same  day.  and  the  "pig- 
head"  can  "look  'er  over"  or  "oil  round"  without 
taking  his  lunch  with  him.  Brother  Bill  Brad- 
ley, an  old  and  popular  Denver  con,  who  has  been 
railroading  in  old  Mexico,  writes  from-  San  An- 
tonio. Texas,  that  he  has  taken  charge  of  the 
White  Rooming  and  Boarding  House  at  that  place, 
located  at  501  Avenue  C.  and  invites  railroad  men 
passing  that  way  to  eat.  sleep  and  be  merry  with 
him,  and  we  guarantee  he  will  treat  them  loyally. 

Brother  Mac  Ward  has  fallen  heir  to  a  regular 
passenger  run  out  of  Denver.  His  hat  is  the  same 
calibre  as  before,  however,  but  he  has  sent  his 
wife  away  and  shaved  his  moustache,  which 
means— what?  Many  of  our  Western  roads  are 
equipping  their  engines  with  electric  headlights, 
and  the  old  oil  burner  that  has  served  so  long  and 
faithfully  is  gradually  taking  a  place  in  the 
"scrap"  pile  beside  the  old  candle  that  ma  used  to 
"turn  down  the  bed"  for  us  and  pa  used  to  light 
the  fire,  and  although  the  new  shiner  seems  to  fill 
along-felt  want  it  is  universally  condemned  by 
rural  Rubes  who  are  in  the  habit  of  sparking  their 
sweethearts  or  taking  a  bath  in  an  adjacent  "swim- 
min'  hole"  along  the  right-of-way  at  night  and  are 
not  at  all  times  in  proper  array  or  position  for  such 
sudden  "flash  lights."  The  hobo  who  is  always  anx- 
ious to  be  "first  out"  hasno  better  show  at  night,  he 
claims,  to  dodge  the  brakeman  than  in  daylight, 
and  has  petitioned  its  removal.  Our  summer 
business  is  getting  quite  heavy,  and  the  pleasure- 
seeker,  armed  with  fish  pole,  linen  pants,  eye- 
glasses and  kodak,  is  a  conspicuous  feature  on  our 
mountain  trains. 

Well,  gentle  reader,  the  hands  on  the  depot  clock 
indicate  just  3:30  a.  m„  71-1901,  the  location  a  lonely 
switch-house  in  a  busy  yard  and  as  we  hear  an 
engine  across  the  way  slipping  and  "chawing" 
trying  to  drag  a  cut  with  half  a  dozen  brakes  set 
and  another  little  "straight  shot"  battin  away  in 
the  east  end.  and  still  another  in  the  west  end,  the 
occasional  whistle  of  a  road  engine,  mingled  with 
the  bang  of  the  cars  as  they  clatter  together,  and 
the  occasional  bark  of  a  dog  or  perhaps  half  a 
dozen  of  them,  and  as  we  glance  out  and  see  a 
covey  of  switchmen  giving  every  sign  known  to 
the  craft,  from  a  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  to  a  pull 
the  brewery,  wash  out.  or  pay  day  signals,  the 
latter  being  more  frequently  used  shortly  after 
the  brewery  has  been  pulled,  or  on  the  night  after 
pay,  reminds  us  how  many  times,  like  other  good 
honest  conductors,  of  being  in  an  old  yaller  way 
car  trying  to  get  a  little  sleep,  some  big  hearted 
(?)  dispatcher  has  reluctantly  granted,  when  along 
comes  the  east  end  switch  crew  and  gathers  hold 
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of  the  car.  runs  it  up  and  down  the  main  line 
awhile,  backs  in  on  No.  6.  pulls  No.  7  and  sets  the 
bouse,  then  finally  gives  you  a  kick  and  as  yon  so 
skating;  down  the  line  the  brakeman  raises  his 

head  dp  and  looks  out  with  "Wherein  are 

we?"  "On  the  main  line."  you  answer,  and  wonder 
if  the  track  is  clear  as  you  brace  yourself  and 
wait  for  her  to  strike  something:,  or  wonder  if  any 
one  is  riding  her.  then  she  finally  stops  and  you 
doze  off.  but  are  awakened  by  the  clrck-it-a-click 
of  wheels  rapidly  moving  from  the  west  end  and 
wonder  if  they  are  on  the  same  track,  and  as  a 
matter  of  protection  tells  "High  Ball"  or  his  part- 
ner to  put  nat  a  red  light,  but  have  all  doubts  re- 
moved as  to  which  track  the  cut  is  on  by  being 
transferred  over  the  stove  and  two  chairs  to  the 
other  end  of  the  car.  while  "High  Ball"  changes 
beds  with  the  "Pighead"and  his  partner  lodges 
in  the  smoke  stack  of  the  cupalo.  and  when  you 
think  all  the  tail  lights  and  lunch  pails  have 
fallen  and  hit  yon  on  the  head,  and  all  make  a 
rush,  like  a  nest  of  hornets,  for  the  door,  abusing 
the  man  that  did  it  in  the  highest  art  of  modern 
swearing,  the  crew  at  the  east  end  kick  a  cut  into 
you  and  all  the  glass  is  knocked  out  of  the  car.  and 
yon  finally  get  out  Just  in  time  to  see  a  switch 
engine  going  in  either  direction,  throwing  sky- 
rockets half  way  to  heaven,  and.  as  you  are  check- 
ing your  train  next  morning,  the  crew  that  hit  yon 
the  most  and  hardest  want  you  to  "say  something" 
for  giving  you  a  light  train  and  switching  the  air 
ahead,  or  you  are  confronted  by  the  other  crew 
wanting  to  know  if  you  have  anything  on  your 
mind  for  the  easy  way  they  handled  yon. 
Denver.  Col.  Hot  Tamal.es. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Long  ago  there  was  a  Division  of  the  Order  or- 
ganised in  the  saintly  city  of  the  Mormons.  Salt 
Lake,  which,  unable  to  stand  the  pressure,  for- 
feited their  charter  and  passed  to  the  unknown.  A 
short  time  ago  a  new  tree  sprung  up.  and  it  is  to- 
day one  of  the  banner  Divisions  of  the  Order.  Bnt 
will  it  fall  as  her  sister  Division  did,  years  ago.  for 
want  of  attendants?  It  certainly  will  if  the  Broth- 
ers do  not  sacrifice  a  few  hours  a  month  and  at- 
tend meetings  instead  of  going  to  Saltair  and  La- 
goon. Brothers,  if  you  wish  success,  attend  meet- 
ings. Remember  there  is  a  law  compelling  mem- 
bers to  attend  or  suffer  expulsion  from  the  Order. 
The  Grand  Division  Just  refused  to  adopt  a  law  to 
send  delegates  to  the  Grand  Division  on  the  basis 
of  one  delegate  to  every  500  members  in  a  district, 
principally  on  the  grounds  that  a  few  cannot  legis- 
late successfully  and  satisfactorily  for  all.  There- 
fore, remember  what  applies  to  Grand  Division 
will  also  apply  to  local  Divisions,  and  when  you 
stay  away,  don't  kick  if  they  do  not  legislate  to 
your  opinion.  Three  special  trains  from  the  Grand 
Division  passed  through  our  beautiful  city,  and 
we.  in  our  humble  way.  tried  to  show  the  boys 
what  they  lost  at  Detroit  by  not  having  the  Grand 
Division  come  here.  However,  probably  at  Pitts- 
burg, we  may  make  another  race  with  the  hope  of 
better  success.  Division  395  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Boys  are  not  only  making  money  on 
the  road.and  also  assisting  the  Division  in  that  line, 
but  it  has  not  come  to  any  special  assessment  yet. 
and  if  we  increase  our  membership  in  the  future 


as  we  have  in  the  past  there  will  be  no  fear  of 
vision  385  going  like  her  sister  Division  went  y« 
ago.  Brother  Komer  is  with  us  yet.  and  will  k 
an  eagle  eye  out  on  our  treasury.  It  is  about  t 
for  our  yearly  picnic,  and  I  hope  all  the  Brotl 
will  attend. 

Brother  C.  R.  Miller  left  the  Rio  Grande  am 
now  punching  tickets  for  the  O.  S.  L.,  Brothei 
B.  Smith  is  on  local  and  Brother  Beynon  still  h 
ing  green  fruit.  Unfortunately,  two  of  our  Br 
ers  lost  their  positions  through  no  fault  of  tl 
own.  We  believe  the  Almighty,  who  looks  oa 
of  us.  will  protect  these  Brothers,  and  what 
the  company's  loss  we  hope  will  be  the  Broth 
gain.  Speed  Records 

Salt  Lake  City.  Utah. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Statement  of  receipts  for  the  Home  during 
month  of  May,  1901: 

o.  r.  c.  DIVISIONS. 


I 


WO.  AMT.  NO. 

5  --  S12  00  141.  

27   5  00  151  

30  ...   5  00  155..    

35   12  00  170  

39   15  00  175  

44   10  00  178  

59    5  00  181  

60  -   12  00  204  

68    5  00  210   ... 

70   ...   5  00  25?  

72   12  00  268  

79   12  00  273  

88  ......         12  00  303  

103   3  00  310  

105  -          5  00  313...   

110   5  00  382  

124   12  00 

Total  SI 

L.  A.  to  .O,  R,  C.  No.  129  „  ? 

B.R.T..  total   1 

B.  L.  E..  total..  t 

G.  I.  A.  to  B.  L.  E. total ...  ......  ..... —  . 

B.  L.  P..  total   1 

L.  S.toB-  L,  F  ,  total     

PERSONAL. 

By  a  member  of  B.  R.  T..27  

By  Georee  N.  Martin.  B.  R.  T„  295  

By  Mm.  James  Clarlt.  Ottawa,  Canada  

By  H.  L.  Lewis.  O.  R.  C,  No,216  ....  

By  V.  8.  Wins'ow,  O.  K.  C,  No,  216  

By  a  Brother  Dingman  

No  clue  to  find  sender  nf  dralt  on  national 

bank.  Decatur.  111..  No.  25510  

By  a  member  of  B.  L.  F.,  No.  123   

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Proceeds  of  ball  given  under  the  auspices  of 

the  B.  L.  E..  B.  R.  T..  O.  R.  C  B.  L.  F.  and 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  at  San  Antonio.  Tesas.  April 

12.  1901    -  --  1 

The  ladies  nf  L  S.  to  B.  L.  P..  No.  100.  bought 
of  Jerry  Van  Buskirk.  one  of  the  inmates, 
a  doiley  and  raffled  it  and  realized  H0.00. 
which  they  requested  credited  to  their 
lodge. 

By  E.  J.  and  C.  A.  Whiting,  Highwood. 
choice  reading  matter. 

Grand  Total  $10 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.  III.     S.  &  T.  R,  R,  Men's  H< 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  sunny  summer  is  here  again  and  finds 
most  of  us  in  good  health,  which  is  a  blessing 
though  we  are  having  some  upsand  downs.  Wc 
having  the  heaviest  rains  ever  experienced  in 
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country.The  most  of  our  doub 1 e  track  bet  weenMay- 
bnry  and  Vivian  yard  has  washed  away,  including 
two  bridges.  Nothing  bnt  work  trains  running  be- 
tween Cooper  and  Welch,  a  distance  of  twenty- 
four  miles.  All  of  the  passenger  trains  from  the 
east  turn  back  from  Bine  field  and  no  trains  are 
running  over  the  C.  V.  Division.  It  will  be  four  or 
five  days  before  the  road  will  be  opened  up  for  the 
■west. 

We  have  had  considerable  changes  in  our  local 
officials  this  month.  Our  old  stand  by.  Superin- 
tendent Mr.  N.  D.  Maher.  has  left  us.  We  are  more 
than  sorry  to  lose  him  in  one  respect,  but  are  glad 
to  see  him  climbing  up  higher.  He  has  been 
chosen  general  superintendent  of  the  Seaboard 
Air  Line,  with  headquarters  at  Ports- 
mouth.   Va.     We    wish     him     great  sue- 


master,  who  has  been  with  us  for  several  years  as 
chief  dispatcher  and  assistant  trainmaster.  We 
wish  him  great  success,  and  will  endeavor  to  make 
him  have  greater  success  by  doing  all  we  can  in 
our  power  to  help  him. 

We  are  still  taking  the  boys  in.  They  seem  to 
realize  that  they  are.  not  a  good  conductor  until 
they  are  admitted  and  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors.  And  that  is  true. 
If  you  are  made  out  of  the  right  material  you  are 
all  right  when  you  can  stand  the  test  of  the  O.  R. 
C.  We  are  glad  to  see  our  Brother.  F.  M.  Reynolds, 
getting  out  again  since  his  injury  several  months 
ago.  Hope  you  will  join  us  in  a  few  months  on  the 
road  again.  Brother  J.  E.  Wilburn  has  been  pro- 
moted to  extra  passenger  conductor.  He  looks 
very  neat  and  nice  in  bis  new  uniform. 


JOINT  GENERAL  COMMITTEE  O.  R.  C.  AND  B.  R.  T.  FOR  GRAND  TRUNK  R'Y. 


cess.  He  has  been  a  good  man  both  to  his 
men  and  stockholders  of  the  Norfolk  &  West- 
ern, the  twelve  years  he  has  held  positions  as 
trainmaster  and  division  superintendent,  nearly 
all  of  this  time  as  superintendent.  We  wanted  to 
make  him  a  handsome  present,  but  he  would  not 
accept  it— only  a  nice  and  enjoyable  talk  and  hand- 
shake, thanking  all  of  us  for  our  good  work  while 
under  him.  and  asking  us  to  support  his  friend.  Mr. 
V.  A.  Ritors  (his  successor)  as  we  had  supported 
him  by  our  good  work.  Brothers  of  the  Seaboard 
Air  Line,  you  have  got  an  Irishman  for  your  gen- 
eral superintendent,  but  there  never  was  a  better 
one.  And,  furthermore,  I  am  glad  to  say  I  believe 
we  have  a  good  set  of  officials  after  all  of  the 
changes.  Mr.  V.  A.  Ritor  is  our  superintendent.  Mr. 
S.  R.  Payne  assistant  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Hudson  train- 


Well,  our  Grand  Junior  Conductor.  Brother  L.  E. 
Shepard  was  with  us  today,  and  gave  us  a  very  in- 
teresting talk  and  some  good  and  advisable  ad- 
vice. We  were  very  sorry  that  more  of  onr  Broth- 
er Condnctors  were  not  at  the  meeting,  but  owing 
to  the  bad  washouts  they  were  caaght  at  the  west 
end  of  the  road.  We  hope  that  we  will  have  more 
of  our  Brothers  together  the  next  time  one  of  our 
Grand  Officers  visit  us.  After  the  meeting  a  double 
rig  was  ordered  by  Brothers  McCullough  and 
Spencer  and  they  drove  Brother  Shepard  over  our 
little  town  of  mountains.  Come  again.  Brother 
Shepard.  Brothers  R.  H.  McCullough,  E.  T.  Spen- 
cer. F.  M.  Reynolds  and  B.  H.  Spencer  accom- 
panied Brother  Shepard  to  Roanoke,  Va..  on  June 
25  to  attend  Division  310.  We  wish  Brother  Shep- 
ard great  success  in  his  new  official  office. 

Blufield.  W.  Va.  E.  T.  Spencer. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  304  is  still  doing  good  and  increasing  its 
membership— one  transfer  card,  three  initiations 
and  one  petition  to  act  on  at  our  next  regular 
meeting.  We  expect  to  have  at  least  ninety  mem- 
bers at  the  close  of  the  year.  Our  ninth  annual 
ball  and  celebration  May  23d.  given  for  the  benefit 
of  two  of  our  needy  members,  was  a  grand  success 
in  every  respect.  The  three  special  O.  R.  C.  trains 
run  from  Gulf  Port.  McComb  City  and  Water  Val- 
ley for  the  accommodation  of  our  guests,  were 
crowded.  The  special  from  Water  Valley,  in 
charge  of  Brothers  Mason  and  Owens,  arrived  on 
time  with  350  jolly  young  people.  The  special  from 
McComb  City,  in  charge  of  Brother  W.  H.  Smith, 
arrived  at  11:30  a.  m.  with  325  people  from  McComb 
City.  Brookbaven  and  Jackson,  all  in  good  humor 
and  eager  for  the  day's  amusements.  The  special 
from  Gulf  Port,  in  charge  of  Brother  Joseph  Haley 
arrived  at  1:30  p.  m.with  725  of  the  best  people  from 
Gulf  Port.  Hattisburg  and  intermediate  points. 
Nearly  all  our  guests  wore  our  colors,  and  the 
city  was  well  decorated  with  red.  green  -  and  white 
flags  and  bunting. 

The  first  attraction  of  the  program  was  a  parade 
by  thirty-one  little  boys  dressed  to  represent 
Brownies,  and  Master  Willie  Malona  won  the  prize 
as  the  best  Brownie.  Twelve  little  girls  rode 
wheels  in  the  parade  and  made  a  pretty  sight. 
Each  wheel  was  beautifully  decorated  and  their 
costumes  were  pretty.  Miss  Covengton  won  the 
first  prize  offered  for  the  best  decorated  wheel; 
Miss  Lillie  Oscar  won  the  second  prize.  After  the 
parade  came  a  game  of  ball  between  Water  Val- 
ley and  McComb  City,  which  was  won  by  Water 
Valley  in  the  presence  of  1.000  people.  Next  come 
some  fine  running  and  trotting  races  by  New  Or- 
leans. Memphis  and  Brookhaven  horses,  and  was 
very  much  enjoyed  by  a  large  crowd.  The  crowd 
then  listened  to  a  concert  in  court  square  by  the 
Canton  and  Jackson  brass  bands,  which  made 
sweet  music  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  doors  to 
the  ball  room  were  opened  at  8:00  p.  m.  and  at  9:00 
p.  m.  700  people  had  passed  in  to  take  part  in  our 
grand  ball  and  listen  to  one  of  the  best  string  bands 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  At  9  o'clock  the  an- 
nouncement was  made  that  the  grand  march 
would  start  at  9:30.  led  by  Miss  Lula  Prestley  and 
Mr.  William  Mosby.  The  prizes  were  then  present- 
ed to  the  little  ones  winning  in  the  Brownie  and 
bicycle  parade.  Then  came  a  song  and  dance  by 
little  Miss  Cornelia  Morgan  which  was  grand  and 
highly  enjoyed.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
our  committee  of  ladies  who  served  refreshments 
to  the  crowd  from  10  p.  m,  until  3  a.  m.  Without 
their  assistance  we  could  not  have  made  the 
entertainment  a  success.  The  ballroom  had  de- 
cidedly the  prettiest  decorations  ever  seen  in 
Canton  and  beautifully  arranged.  The  members 
on  the  arrangement  committees  worked  hard  and 
deserve  great  credit.  The  occasion  composed  one 
of  the  largest  crowds  ever  attending  our  celebra- 
tions. At  3  a.  m.  the  announcement  was  made  that 
the  three  special  trains  would  leave  at  5  a.  m..  and 
the  band  played  "Home.  Sweet  Home."  Every 
one  voted  the  ball  a  grand  success,  and  I  am  hap- 
py to  say  we  will  be  able  to  help  our  needy  Broth- 
ers even  more  than  we  expected.  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  thank  all  the  Brothers  and  Sisters  for 


their  assistance  in  helping  make  our  ninth  annual 
celebration  a  success.  With  such  true  Brothers 
and  Sisters  Division  304  need  never  fear  that  we 
will  ever  make  a  failure  of  any  undertaking.  Some 
of  our  oldest  and  best  members  are  off  on  account 
of  accidents  that  could  hardly  have  been  avoided, 
and  we  hope  to  see  them  back  on  their  runs  soon. 
Canton.  Miss.  O.  A.  Harbison. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  June  number  of  The  Conductor  arrived 
as  per  the  advertised,  and  while  the  correspond- 
ents' portion  of  the  same  is  slightly  abbreviated, 
we  suppose  it  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are 
completely  run  down,  or  else  having  arrived  home 
from  the  convention  late,  they  are  tired,  and  in  no 
humor  for  writing.  Regarding  The  Conductor 
one  Brother  says:  "If  they  would  leave  out  the 

 pictures  and  put  something  else  in.  it  would 

be  lots  better."  He  forgets  that  Brother  Ander- 
son is  working  very  hard  to  make  it  a  publication 
worthy  the  name  it  bears,  and  also  that  he  has 
about  26.000  or  more  readers  to  please.  If  the 
reader  doesn't  like  pictures,  and  can  see  nothing 
in  these  instructive  views  as  presented,  he  can 
just  think  that  they  please  somebody,  if  only  the 
ones  who  can't  read.  Out  here  in  Jackson  county. 
Indiana,  where  the  principal  products  are  fleas, 
raised  in  the  hot  sand,  and  chicken,  galore,  in  the 
woods,  that  cover  our  bodies  when  we  go  out  to 
gather  blackberries,  paw-paws  and  slippery-elm 
bark,  our  schooling  facilities  and  opportunities 
are  limited,  and  the  pictures  are  for  those  who 
can't  read.  Our  delegate  returned  from  St.  Paul 
looking  as  fresh  as  a  daisy.  We  only  hope  that  he 
came  back  as  pure  as  when  he  departed  for  the 
convention.  He  isn't  very  large,  and  we  have 
always  been  very  particular  with  him.  and  when 
at  home  the  curfew  bell  at  8  p.  m.  always  finds 
him  inside  the  danger  line.  We  have  a  hustling 
little  Division,  whose  members  drop  $76.00  each 
month  into  the  till,  and  do  it  cheerfully,  and  at 
each  meeting  we  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
that  each  Brother  is  proficient  in  his  work.  We 
have  a  good  Chief  Conductor  who  has  the  interest 
of  the  entire  Order  at  heart— one  who  never  misses 
a  meeting  and  whose  word  as  a  true  friend  is 
above  par.  We  haven't  any  A.  C.  C.  but  our 
Senior  and  Junior  Conductors  are  both  young  and 
all  right.  A  new  Brother  in  charge  of  the  former 
met  with  disaster  recently,  but  with  the  aid  of  the 
section  gang  and  derrick  car  the  wreck  was  soon 
cleared.  Our  Secretary  can  cover  more  ground  in 
a  given  space  of  time  than  a  1901  model  doing  the 
century:  so  you  can  figure  him  about  6  foot  5  in..  Or 
in  other  words,  he  has  a  6  foot  8  wheel  before  the 
tire  was  turned  down.  Our  own  Charlie  guards 
the  inner  door,  and  the  bill  box  robber  who  ma- 
nipulates the  hot-foot  run  on  local  west  of  Sey- 
mour, clubs  the  girls  away  from  the  outer  door 
when  they  bother  us.  and  takes  up  the  pass-word 
from  all  of  the  Brothers  who  haven't  forgotten  it. 
Those  who  haven't  it.  go  'round  the  other  way  and 
slide  down  the  stack.  Our  trustees  are  painfully 
honest,  and  so  close  that  each  one  of  them  have 
ninety  cents  of  the  first  dollar  they  earned  brak- 
ing when  "she  was  O.  &  M."  The  Brother  elected 
to  go  to  congress  and  help  make  the  laws  and  get  up 
something  that  we  can  railroad  on.  has  never  had  a 
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denied  thing  to  do  since  election  day  but  Jnst  study 
and  stndy.  His  lone  pent  up  oratorical  powers 
nave  lain  dormant  for  nigh  unto  two  years,  and  be 
is  pining.  They  did  give  him  a  side  line  to  carry- 
that  of  the  chronicler,  whose  duty  it  is  to  tell  all 
the  lies  he  can  about  things  that  happen  from  one 
month  to  another ,  but  there  is  no  extra,  or  over- 
time, in  that  and  the  pay  is  so  ridiculously  infinite 
that  while  he  has  been  trying  to  live  off  of  it.  he 
has  dwindled  down  nntil  be  is  as  light  as  a  Jnne 
rabbit. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  letter  from  Hot 
Tamales.  and  can  only  wish  that  the  world  was 
more  greatly  made  up  of  such  dispositioned  men. 
His  letters  are  always  read  with  interest,  and  cer- 
tainly must  be  characteristic  of  one  who  possibly 
has  borne  just  a  little  more  than  his  share  of  the 
average  railroad  man's  trouble,  yet  is  always 
cheerful  in  his  expressions,  and  his  letters  are  to 
many  of  us  like  an  oasis  to  the  tired  and  dusty 
traveler  of  the  plains.  Hotl  we  don't  know  who 
yon  are.  but  here's  our  hand,  and  if  you  ever  strike 
the  dusty  end  of  the  O.  &  M.-B.  &  S.  W.-B.  &  O  - 
Pensylvania-Pan  Handle  Road  don't  forget  that 
there  is  at  least  one  heart  that  beats  in  unison 
with  the  man  from  Denver.  We  are  working  ont 
Seymour  west  to  Washington,  on  a  road  that  was 
built  in  1853-5  from  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  to  Cincinnati. 
Ohio.  Being  in  our  infancy  at  the  time  onr  recol- 
lection of  its  first  name  is  indistinct,  but  later  on 
it  was  called  the  O.  &  M.  She  has  had  her  troubles 
since  then,  and  very  many  financiers  have  aided 
in  the  collection  and  distribution  of  her  funds. 
The  rails  and  ties  are  still  here  over  which  at  long 
Intervals  heavy  tonnage  freight  trains  propelled 
by  steam  pass,  making  even  better  time  than  the 
old  forty-niner  caravans  in  the  wild  and  wooly 
west  did  years  ago.  We  have  a  few  passenger 
cars  now  and  then  that  are  fairly  well  patronised 
by  those  who  hold  comps.  but  nobody  is  getting 
rich.  We  hoped  the  Pan  Exposition  might  help  us 
out  a  little,  but  a  very  considerate  public  hearing 
of  the  improvements  in  the  road-bed,  straighten- 
ing out  of  kinks,  etc..  that  we  were  making,  kindly 
"went  around."  After  August,  or  about  the  time 
the  gentle  zephyrs  of  balmy  September  begin  to 
sift  up  this  way.  we  will  paralyse  the  whole  middle 
and  western  states  with  our  high-speed  trains. 
Hot  breakfast  in  Cincinnati,  pick  your  teeth  in 
Seymour,  lunch  in  St.  Louis  and  two  hours'  busi- 
ness; back  in  Cincinnati  at  late  bedtime. 

We  are,  with  but  few  exceptions,  having  splendid 
success  on  all  divisions  of  our  road.  It  is  true 
that  one  or  two  of  our  Brothers  have  been  un- 
fortunate of  late,  and  the  clouds  seem  dark  for 
them  just  now.  and  right  here  is  where  those  who 
think  they  are  doing  more  work  for  the  company 
than  the  company  is  for  them  should  stick  a  pin 
down.  Were  you  ever  in  trouble?  Do  you  ever 
think  that  the  two  most  important  questions  that 
are  first  asked  by  the  general  superintendent  and 
their  answers  are  very  closely  identical  with  your 
past?  How  long  has  he  worked  for  the  company? 
What  is  his  past  record?  There  they  are.  and  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten  their  answers  are  the  basis 
of  the  settlement.  Here  is  where  the  good  or  bad 
service  record  cuts  an  important  figure.  It  is 
human  for  each  of  us  to  imagine  that  we  are  doing 
a  little  more  work  than  the  other  fellow:  that 


everybody  is  laying  for  us.  The  other  fellow 
thinks  just  the  same,  and  the  result  is.  both  begin 
to  lay  on  each  other,  the  result  being  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  company  and  its  patrons.  There  used 
to  be  a  maxim  written  on  the  top  line  of  our  copy 
books  that  read:  "True  merit  will  always  find  its 
just  reward,"  and  while  in  these  seniority  times 
this  may  souucl  mythical,  officials  will,  as  a  rule, 
reward  the  dilligent.  hard  working,  trusty  em- 
ploye in  preference  to  the  indolent,  whose  rule  is 
to  never  do  today  that  which  can  be  done  tomor- 
row. In  onr  minds  the  debtor  side  of  the  super- 
intendent's book  may  seem  against  us,  but  if  our 
aim  and  our  honest  purposes  have  always  been  in 
the  interest  of  the  company,  allowances  will  cer- 
tainly be  made  for  the  erring.  Next  Sunday  we 
begin  a  series  of  union  meetings,  to  be  held  on 
fifth  Sunday  of  each  month.  In  the  evening  we 
will  listen  to  a  sermon  to  railroad  men  by  the 
Methodist  minister.  Rev.  E.  R.  Vest,  one  of  the 
most  able  divines  in  the  conference.  With  re- 
gards to  all  good  O.  R.  C.  men.  we  sign, 
Seymour.  Ind.  C.  W,  M. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Brother  Hoover,  our  delegate,  has  returned 
from  Grand  Division  and  made  full  report  to  No.  7 
of  all  work,  changes  in  our  laws,  etc.  Those  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  have  heard  the  report 
credit  Brother  Hoover  with  having  well  repre- 
sented Division  7  and  our  Order  in  general.  Many 
of  us  regret  to  have  lost  Brother  Corbitt.  but  from 
accounts  to  hand  Brother  Sheppard.  bis  successor, 
is  bis  equal.  We  will  look  forward  with  pleasure 
to  Brother  Sbeppard's  visit  to  grand  old  Texas, 
for  here  he  will  find  some  of  the  best  O.  R.  C.  men 
be  ever  met— some  of  the  best  in  all  the  world. 

The  writer  had  occasion  to  visit  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, recently  on  a  business  trip.  We  met 
several  Brothers  whom  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to 
have  met.  In  Chicago  we  were  entertained  one 
evening  by  Brother  Whalen.  of  Division  1.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  tbat  he  is  a  member  of  No.  1. 
That,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  be 
good  enough,  for  those  of  us  wbo  have  ever  had 
the  good  fortune  to  have  spent  an  evening  in  Chi- 
cago with  any  Brother  of  No.  1  will  swear  by  tbe 
fact  that  they  are  true  blue,  and  like  our  Brothers 
should  be.  Chicago  in  a  large  city,  and  when  a 
Texas  "longborn"  goes  up  there  he  needs  to  receive 
a  little  more  attention  than  some  others  more 
familiar  with  tbe  city.  Had  it  not  been  for  tbe 
good  advice  and  attention  sbown.  no  doubt  today 
the  madam  at  home  would  be  wondering  where 
her  hubby  was.  So.  to  Brother  Whalen  I  will  say. 
come  to  Texas,  we  will  show  you  how  we  whose 
eyes  are  some  36  inches  apart  will  entertain 
the  gentlemen  from  Chicago. 

Business  is  a  little  off  on  our  Texas  roads  at  this 
season  of  tbe  year.  However,  much  building  is 
going  on  and  an  occasional  report  that  a  Brother 
has  found  employment  on  some  of  the  few  roads 
who  have  no  regard  for  the  old  howl  "seniority." 

Sunday.  June  16.  will  long  be  remembered  by 
many  of  us  In  Houston.  The  occasion,  to  copy 
from  our  daily  Post,  was  the  dedication  of  a  very 
handsome  monument  erected  in  tbe  Qualtrough 
lot  in  Olenwood  Cemetery  by  little  Jeannette  and 
Emma  Qualtrough  to  the  memory  of  their  friend. 
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Brother  James  Henry  Walley,  who  died  at  the 
Qnaltroagrh  residence  in  Houston  on  April  8th. 
Prayers  for  the  dead  were  offered  by  Rev.  A.  O. 
Aves.  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  after  which  an 
eloquent  tribute  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased  Brother  by  Rabbi  Barnstein.  of  the 
Beth  Israel  Congregation.  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Kidd.  who 
was  present,  also  paid  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
the  dead.  Mr.  Barnstein  said,  in  conclusion,  that 
the  last  will  of  the  deceased  laid  bare  the  nobility 
of  his  heart.  Whatever  he  was  had  been  due  to 
the  beautiful  home  life  in  the  family  of  his 
friends,  the  Qualtrouzhs.  and  the  love  between 
him  and  them,  born  of  no  kindred  ties,  was  typi- 
fied in  this  granite  shaft  in  its  quality  of  its  en- 
durance. All  members  in  the  city  were  present  at 
the  dedication  of  this  monument  to  our  deceased 
friend  and  Brother.  Brother  Walley  was  for  some 
time  trainmaster  on  the  Southern  Pacific  before 
taking  his  passenger  run  again. 

W.  B.  Mulvey.  for  fourteen  years  superintendent 
of  the  Southern  Pacific,  died  recently.  Mr.  Mul- 
vey was  an  old  conductor  from  the  I.  &  G.  N.  and 
Wabash  and  had  the  utmost  respect  of  all  his  em- 
ployes. Geo.  P. 

Houston.  Texas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

While  only  a  member  of  the  O.  R.  C.  a  short 
time  I  feel  deeply  interested  in  our  Order  and  take 
the  liberty  of  writing  a  few  lines  from  Division  148 
to  let  the  world  know  that  we  still  live.  As  I  have 
not  seen  anything  from  this  Division  for  some 
time  it  may  be  that  I  can  assist  our  correspondent. 
I  consider  148  managed  by  the  most  capable  and 
practical  of  officers  that  could  be  picked  from 
our  ranks,  men  who  have  for  years  served  the  O. 
R.  C.  loyally.  Division  148  is  somewhat  handicapped 
but  stands  at  the  top  notch.  If  I  understand  it 
correctly  we  are  on  a  solid  foundation.  I  myself 
can  say  that  I  honor  a  membership  in  the  O.  R.  C. 
as  the  highest  of  honors,  and  would  not  give  my 
interest  that  I  have  for  anything.  If  we  could  con- 
vince those  that  are  sowing  wild  oats  of  the  honor 
that  is  bestowed  upon  a  conductor  to  become  a 
member  I  don't  think  any  fair-minded  man  of  the 
south,  who  has  the  opportunity  presented  him. 
would  hesitate  one  moment,  but  would  come  right 
into  our  ranks.  Upon  the  C.  S.  1  think  we  have  but 
one  or  two  who  are  hesitating,  and  if  they  are  fair- 
minded  and  want  to  do  Justice  to  themselves  and 
families  I  don't  think  they  could  afford  but  one 
more  crop  of  wild  oats.  About  two  weeks  ago  on 
our  mountain  division  a  very  sad  and  unexpected 
death  occurred  to  Brother  Caraway.  He  was  an 
honored  delegate  to  our  last  convention  from  Di- 
vision 148.  I  want  to  say  to  the  conductors  that  148 
still  lives  and  catch  a  fish  every  now  and  then. 

Chattanooga.  Tenn.  Opie  Herriott. 

0 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  reached  home  from  St.  Paul  May  26.  We  en- 
joyed every  minute  of  the  trip  enroute  both  ways, 
but  were  somewhat  fatigued  in  convention  some- 
times, for  our  Brothers  were  at  times  long-winded. 
From  the  fact  that  we  wanted  nothing  perhaps 
made  us  feel  that  we  were  the  only  one  out  of  a 
job.  To  the  efforts  of  Brothers  Condit  and  Goss 
for  their  untiring  determination  to  entertain  we 


are  greatly  indebted,  for  under  their  fruitful  wand 
every  motion  melted  into  pleasure  for  the  visitors. 
Our  intercourse  with  Brothers  was  exceedingly 
cordial  and  we  met  Brothers  whom  we  will  re- 
member for  time  to  come.  Especially  is  this  the 
case  with  Brothers  W.  S.  Wilcox,  of  1?6.  and  D.  G. 
Burghart,  of  68.  both  of  whom  were  silent  mem- 
bers in  the  Grand  Division,  and  their  sphinx-like 
attitude  we  enjoyed  with  a  relish  akin  to  admira- 
tion. Brother  Joe  Lovell.  of  4".  we  cannot  forget, 
for  his  bearing  as  a  Brother  and  a  veteran  was  im- 
pressive. We  discussed  times  that  are  no  more, 
and  though  we  did  not  agree  in  those  days  there 
was  no  question  as  to  our  agreement  now  and  m 
the  future.  We  regret  the  defeat  of  Brother  Cor- 
bitt.  for  it  takes  from  our  section  the  only  repre^ 
sentative.  However,  we  are  not  opposed  to  Brother 
Shepard  and  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  will  make 
a  worthy  successor,  and  we  hope  to  see  more  of 
him  than  we  did  of  Brother  Corbitt.  for  the  visits 
of  our  Grand  Officers  are  few  and  far  between, 
and  then  it  is  only  touch  and  go.  Brother  Corbitt  s 
only  visit  to  Wilmington  was  in  the  early  spring 
He  was  here  about  three  hours  and  saw  only  one 
or  two.  so  the  visit  was  of  no  benefit  whatever. 
We  think  the  perpetual  rush  is  of  very  little  bene- 
fit, and  should  not  be.  for  the  Brothers  do  not  get 
any  information  from  such  sporadic  touches.  The 
effort  seems  to  be  to  get  elsewhere  and  then  some- 
where else,  and  consequently  a  vast  territory  is 
covered  by  a  great  many  visi  ts  made  with  literally 
no  advance  in  the  work  of  mission,  though  that  is 
what  is  intended.  It  would  be  far  better  to  cover 
less  territory,  make  fewer  visits,  see  and  converse 
with  the  Brothers  and  enlighten  them  on  the  gen- 
eral work  and  advantages  of  being  organised- 
Most  of  our  men  are  not  members  of  the  Order 
and  only  know  of  it  from  a  financial  point— know 
nothing  of  the  fraternal  feature.  They  had  rather 
work  for  $65.00  or  $75.00 per  month  and  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  standing  around  the  station  at  train  time 
than  to  have  larger  salaries  and  be  denied  that  at- 
tendance. We  know  men  and  Brothers  that  have 
never  missed  a  train,  unless  sick  or  on  the  run. 
since  they  entered  the  railroad  world.  Their  faces 
are  as  familiar  at  a  switch  stand  and  Florence 
would  be  without  land  marks  should  they  be  trans- 
ferred. During  the  feeble  existence  of  our  Divi- 
sion at  Florence  the  same  land  marks  were  daily 
in  evidence  at  the  station,  while  the  Division  lin- 
gered and  withered  for  the  want  of  nourishment 
that  was  wasted  on  the  platform  of  fair  Florence. 
If  asked  why  they  do  not  join,  they  tell  you  they 
can't  afford  it.  and  we  know  of  the  afflicted  who 
subscribed  $10.00  for  a  present  to  an  official.  It 
costs  them  more  to  keep  their  pants  half-soled  from 
perpetual  contact  with  the  door  sill  than  it  would 
to  pay  dues  to  the  Order. 

Brother  Jno.  Cotton  is  out  after  an  absence  of  six 
weeks  at  the  hospital  of  fever.  Brother  D.  L.  Fill- 
yaw  is  now  station  master  at  Wilmington,  after 
more  than  thirty  years  service  as  conductor.  He 
will  be  missed  on  the  road,  for  he  was  a  general 
favorite.  H.  C.  Twining,  who  was  formerly  bag 
gage  agent  and  later  station  master,  takes  the  run 
of  Brother  Fillyaw.  The  heavy  rains  of  May  and 
June  have  played  havoc  with  our  farmers  and  tbe 
crop  prospects  are  not  fl^tti  riak;  about  half  crop 
is  all  that  can  be  expected.  On  some  farms  it  is 
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difficult  to  tell  what  is  beine  raised,  grass  or  cot- 
ton both  have  a  equal  show  so  far.  but  with  a  favor- 
able season  from  now  on  the  crop  will  yield  a 
sufficiency  for  the  man  with  the  plow  to  pull 
through,  provided  five  cent  cotton  does  not  pre- 
vail. LaFayetth. 
Wilmington.  N.  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  the  party  of 
P.  R.  R.  conductors  with  their  families,  en  route 
to  St.  Paul,  via  Pacific  coast,  arrived  home  safe, 
and  glad  to  say  well,  pleased  with  the  trip.  The 
courtesies  extended  were  beyond  expectation. 
Our  first  introduction  was  that  of  St.  Louis  Divis- 


El  Paso.  Texas.  Brothers  Roe  and  Eckman.  of 
Division  69.  traveled  200  miles  to  meet  our  party 
and  inform  us  that  they  had  arranged  for  our 
party  a  trip  by  carriages  to  Juarez.  Mexico,  and 
return  to  El  Paso,  where  we  were  driven  all  over 
the  city  and  which  our  party  enjoyed  very  much. 
Brothers  Roe.  Eckman  and  Lesser  bad  charge. 
Brothers,  your  kindness  shall  never  be  forgotten. 
If  you  ever  switch  our  way.  stop  and  we  will  give 
you  the  best  we  have.  Onr  next  stop  was  Colton. 
California,  where  our  car  was  side-tracked  for  five 
hours  to  enable  our  party  to  see  Riverside.  Mag- 
nolia avenue  and  the  orange  groves.  Leaving 
Colton  at  three  o'clock  p.  m..  we  arrived  at  Los 
Angeles  at  five  p.  m..  where  a  committee,  com- 


GROUP  OF  MEMBERS  OF  115  WITH  THEIR  GUESTS  FROM  DIVISIONS  143  AND  331. 

1-T.  Billlngslea:  2-Geo.  S.  Smith:  3-H.  P.  Speakman.  C.  C:  4-Ed.  Dillen  and  son:  5—  Harry  Bng- 
wicht;  6— F.  E.  Farley:  7— M.  G.  Pumphrey:  8— Jim  Saptou:  9— J.  P.  Gleason:  10—  Fred  Graves:  11— J.  0. 
Fielding;  12— A.  R.  Hoibert:  13- W.  W.  Brown:  14-M.  A  Ruble;  15-J.  P.  Kennev:  16-T.  L.  Schuck:  17— 
J.P.  Dinney:  18— M.  V.  Renter.  143:  19— Geo.  I  Wood.  143:  20-J  H.Curry.  143:  21— J.  A.  Rowan.  331:  22— 
Jas.  McManus.  331:  23-1.  Jackson.  331:  24-H.  R.  Heafer.  331:  25-Geo.  Rost.  331:  26-B.  Lockard.  331:  27- 
Jos.  Clark.  331:  28— D.  Sommers.  331;  29— F.  Roteborn.  331:  30— P.  Wehner.  331:  31. 32. 33-Names  not  known. 


ion  No.  3.  whose  hospitality  is  known  far  and  wide. 
A  committee  composed  of  Brothers  Lewis.  Flory 
and  Kellogg  were  at  the  terminal  station  on  our 
arrival  and  escorted  our  party  to  the  dining  room 
where  an  excellent  supper  was  served.  The  next 
day  a  trip  by  trolley  all  over  the  city  and  parks 
was  taken.  Brothers,  your  kindness  shall  never 
he  forgotten.  We  hope  we  may  have  the  pleasure 
of  returning  the  compliment.  Ournnext  stop  was 


posed  of  Brothers  Kinch.  Horton  and  Jno.  Hartell, 
representing  Division  111.  were  ready  to  extend  ' 
all  the  courtesy  and  entertainment  any  one  could 
wish,  but  sorry  to  say  we  could  not  take  it  all  in  as 
our  time  was  too  short:  but  we  certainly  appre- 
ciated the  kindness  of  the  Brothers.  I  must  not 
forget  the  ladies  of  Auxiliary  84  for  their  presence 
and  visit  to  our  car  and  for  their  kindness  in 
presenting  our  ladies  with  beautiful  flowers.  Our 
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party  will  not  soon  forget  the  kind  treatment  re- 
ceived while  in  yonr  city.  Our  nest  stop  was  San 
Francisco,  where  we  were  met  by  Brothers 
Hobert.  Embericht  and  some  other  Brothers 
whose  camei  I  cannot  recall,  and  were  escorted 
to  3rd  and  Townsend  Street  Station  of  Southern 
Pacific,  wbere  we  met  the  smiling  countenance  of 
our  good  old  Brother.  P.  R.  R.  conductor.  Hayes 
P.  S peatman,  now  station  master  of  the  S.  P. 
Hayes  was  glad  to  see  the  boys  and  every  one  was 
glad  to  shake  hands  with  our  kind  and  genial 
Brother  whom  we  have  aot  seen  since  he  left  the 
Pennsylvania.  This  being  regular  meeting  night 
of  Division  115.  we  attended  in  a  body.  After 
meeting  closed  we  were  escorted  to  an  adjoining 
hall  where  our  ladies  were  in  charge.  The  Brother 
members  of  Division  115,  with  their  ladies,  served 
ice  cream  and  refreshments,  every  one  enjoying 
themselves,  after  which  we  retired  to  the  China 
for  the  night's  rest.  The  last  night  of  our  stay 
was  spent  very  pleasant  at  the  home  of  Brother 
Speakman  by  some  of  our  party,  where  the  good 
hostess.  Mrs.  Speakman.  entertained  the  ladies 
and  Brother  Speakman  did  the  rest-back  with 
Brother  Plant  bringing  up  the  rear,  the  last  man 
to  answer  roll  call.  He  is  all  right  for  a  French 
dinner,  you  bet.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  time  and 
were  sorry  when  the  hour  hand  pointed  to  12  a.  m. 
and  we  had  to  look  for  the  old  reliable  China.  Our 
wish  is  that  Mr.  Speakman  and  family  may  live 
forever.  Our  next  stop  was  Portland.  Oregon,  but 
before  reaching  Portland  we  were  met  at  Oregon 
City  by  Brothers  Hughs.  McBride  and  Young  of 
Division  91,  ready  to  welcome  us  to  their  beautiful 
city  and  inform  us  of  the  entertainments  in  store 
for  us.  We  also  met  some  of  the  Brothers'  good 
ladies  who  were  with  us  and  willing  to  do  anything 
to  make  our  stay  a  pleasant  one.  The  trip  to  Van 
Couver.  Wash.,  was  very  much  enjoyed  by  our 
people,  also  the  one  to  Portland  Heights.  We  also 
attended  the  Division  meeting  on  the  Sunday  we 
left  and  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting.  Brothers, 
your  kindness  shall  never  be  forgotten  and  should 
you  ever  come  this  way.  stop  and  see  us.  Now  we 
leave  for  a  home  run— St.  Paul.  Arrived  there  on 
time  and  the  Brothers  of  Division  40  at  station  to 
receive  us  and  do  anything  to  make  our  stay  a 
pleasant  one— furnishing  our  party  with  all  the 
entertainments  on  hand,  which  we  accepted  and 
enjoyed,  and  ever  remembering  St  Paul  and 
Minneapolis  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  ex- 
tended to  our  party  while  in  your  cities.  If  any 
of  you  ever  chance  to  come  our  way.  call  to  see  us, 
the  latch  string  is  always  out.  H.  R.  Haefner. 
Columbia.  S.  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

A  trip  to  St.  Paul  at  any  time  is  one  that  would 
do  the  heart  good,  but  when  taken  under  the  con- 
ditions that  were  in  existence  from  May  14  to  the 
closel-of  the  convention  it  is  something  that  one 
cannot  forget  in  a  lifetime.  As  entertainers  the 
Twin  City  boys  and  girls  lead  the  procession,  and 
are  deserving  of  much  more  praise  and  credit 
than  they  will  ever  get.  as  it  would  be  impossible 
to  give  them  what  they  deserve  in  this  respect. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  there  was  nothing  left  undone 
to  make  the  trip  one  long  to  be  remembered  by  all 
who  took  it.  On  my  western  trip  I  was  met  at 


Van  Buren  Street  Station.  Chicago,  by  Brother 
Wash  Mills,  who  had  chartered  an  automobile  for 
the  occasion,  and  the  way  he  took  me  around  Chi- 
cago would  make  a  State  street  belle  blnsh  for  a 
month.  I  was  told  by  Brother  Mills  that  my  money 
was  no  good,  as  that  was  a  free  silver  country 
and  they  would  take  no  bills,  so  I  did  the  next  best 
thing,  worked  both  hands  as  long  as  I  was  able  and 
then— you  guess  the  rest  After  taking  tbis  treat- 
ment for  three  days  we  started  for  St  Pant,  where 
we  arrived  in  due  time  and  thrust  ourselves  upon 
the  hospitality  of  the  St.  Paulites  and.  of  course, 
it  is  needless  to  say  what  they  did  for  us.  anyway. 
1  can't  remember  it  all.  Hoping  we  may  all  meet 
at  Pittsburg.  O.  &  W. 

Walton.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Appended  find  statement  of  receipts  in  favor  of 
Railroad  Men's  Home  for  the  month  of  June.  1901: 


o.  a.  c.  DIVISIONS. 


NO. 
157.. 
237.. 
261.. 
339.. 


AMI. 

.$  15  « 
.  12  60 
.  1200 
.    12  00 


NO.  AMT. 

44  $  5  00 

57   12  00 

104   5  00 

117  12  00 

Total  $  85  00 

Total  receipts  from  the  B.  R.  T.  Lodges          103  75 

Total  receipts  from  the  B.  L.  E.  Divisions...  157  IS 

Total  receipts  from  the  B.  L.  F.  Lodges   73  00 

Total  receipts  from  the  L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T. 

Lodges   15  00 

Total  receipts  from  the  G.  I.  A.  to  B.  L.  E. 

Divisions   15  0C 

Proceeds  of  ball  given  by  B.  L.  E.  No.  488. 

Grand  Junction.  Colo   45  00 

Proceeds  of  ball  given  by  the  union  of  all 

orders  at  Needles.  Calif  ."          205  00 

Sold  potatoes  and  eggs   5  II 

Total  $703  95 

CONTBIBXJTIONS. 

Mrs.  May  C.  Rider.  Chicago.  12  quarts  strawberries. 
6  pine  apples.  1  box  string  beans. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.  111.       S.  &  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 

«3 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  a  "has  been."  yet  active  member  of  the  O.  R 
C.  of  America.  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing 
you  from  the  great  land  of  promise,  famed  in  his- 
tory and  commerce,  southwest  Texas,  and  from 
the  Alamo  City,  where  deeds  of  glory  and  heroism 
in  the  troublesome  times  of  '36  of  the  last  century 
were  enacted  and  the  great  glory  of  American 
arms.  The  Alamo  City  boasts  more  of  its  commerce 
and  climate  and  heslth  giving  qualities  than  of  its 
past  history,  with  deeds  of  valor  blood  and 
martyrdom,  yet  every  citizen  is  proud  to  recount 
these  past  histories,  and  bid  new  friends  to  abide 
within  our  gate.  1  am  one  of  these  and  want  all 
our  Brothers  to  know  how  our  roads  are  increasing; 
their  business  all  over  the  state  and  especially  in 
southwest  Texas.  Division  76  is  flourishing  and 
has  always,  when  business  will  allow,  a  large  at- 
tendance at  meetings.  Our  Chief  Conductor. 
Brother  Geo.  Wade,  is  interested  heart  and  soul  in 
the  benefit  of  the  O.  R.  C.  As  to  how  the  different 
roads  are  situated  for  help.  I  am  not  able  to  state 
being  a  little  out  of  line.  I  am  at  present  braking 
ahead  for  the  Mexican  Herb  Remedy  Co..  of 
Mexico,  selling  their  native  cures  for  tape  worm. 
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blood,  stomach,  kidneys  and  consumption,  a  good 
thins  bat  so  cheap  that  I  am  compelled  to  carry  a 
cratch  as  a  side  line  io  order  to  pay  expenses,  the 
result  of  a  fall  from  the  top  of  a  box  car.  The 
doctors  and  druggists  are  all  interested  and  in 
love  with  me  and  my  goods  as  soon  they  find  ont 
that  I  have  got  patent  medicine  for  sale.  When  I 
leave  town  and  try  to  work  the  con.  then  he  falls 
in  line,  so  yon  see  it  is  a  continued  love  feast  all 
the  time,  you  take  into  consideration  my  troubles 
and  pleasures  the  reaction  is  too  great!  I  may  get 
over  it  but  I  will  never  look  like  anything.  Still.  I 
want  to  say  right  here,  that  while  I  am  a  "has 
been"  I  will  be  glad  to  help  any  of  the  Brothers  in 
the  way  of  information  in  regard  to  the  country, 
climate,  city,  or  of  Mexico,  industries,  crops,  but 
I  won't  stand  no  jollying  about  patent  medicine. 
San  Antonio.  Texas.  C.  O.  Dunham. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

The  world  is  but  a  stage.  I  have  studied  it  by 
heart,  each  and  every  one  of  us  have  got  to  play 
our  part,  it's  either  for  heaven  or  for  hell.  For 
instance,  take  the  poor  old  conductor  who  runs 
his  train  so  well,  he  trys  to  amuse  his  passengers 
for  what  few  hours  on  his  train  may  dwell,  he  runs 
his  train  and  plays  his  part  so  nobly  until  the  end 
has  come,  at  last  he  hears  that  seniority  gong,  old 
man  your  time  is  short  upon  the  rail,  for  another, 
take  the  section  hand  who  toils  hard  all  the  day, 
he  tries  to  support  his  family  ont  of  his  scanty  pay, 
he  finds  it  very  hard  indeed  to  keep  the  wolf  from 
his  door,  but  poverty  is  no  disgrace  I  have  heard 
it  said  of  yore.  For  instance,  take  our  presidents 
and  others  who  in  palace  cars  so  grand  does  ride, 
at  Long  Branch  or  Saratoga  his  family  do  reside, 
he  cares  not  for  the  poor  railroad  man,  he  says  he 
is  a  boer.  when  starving  for  a  piece  of  bread  he 
drives  him  from  his  door.  For  another,  take  our 
judges  (Jenkins)  and  others,  who  rule  our  laws  so 
gay.  retired  in  their  mansion  their  wealth  they  do 
display,  they  care  not  for  the  poor  man.  to  prison 
he  is  sent  for  the  stealing  of  a  trifle  perhaps  a 
mere  cent,  his  family  they  were  starving,  he  knew 
not  what  to  do,  hunger  stared  him  in  the  face  as  it 
may  both  you  and  I.  he  stole  a  loaf  of  bread  they 
say  a  simple  theft  needed  for  his  family  were  in 
need  kind  Brothers,  my  rhyme  is  ended  I  hope  I 
have  pleased  you  all.  by  yonr  kind  invitation  in 
Pittsburg.  1903.  if  living  will  give  you  a  call.  But 
please  take  my  advice  and  study  this  through  and 
you  will  come  to  my  conclusion  that  railroading 
is  but  a  stage.  Royal  Blub. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

We  joined  the  Georgia  special  at  Indianapolis 
and  went  to  St.  Paul.  It  was  a  grand  trip  from 
beginning  to  end.  Our  reception  at  Indianapolis 
was  great— we  all  exchanged  cards  with  one 
Brother  and  took  a  cigar  on  him  and  then  pulled 
out  for  Chicago.  At  Chicago  we  were  treated 
royally.  We  were  met  by  a  committee  that  seemed 
to  have  a  corner  on  the  Parmelee  Bns  Company 
and  everything  else  in  the  city.  They  took  us  to 
the  Briggs  House,  where  we  had  a  splendid  dinner 
and  were  then  loaded  into  tallyhos  and  treated  to 
a  four-horse  drive  through  the  city— taking  in 
Lincoln  Park  and  many  other  places  of  interest. 
Not  a  mishap  during  the  entire  trip,  but  we  felt 


sure  at  times  that  the  tension  would  prove  too 
great  for  the  rubber  in  some  of  our  necks— especi- 
ally the  people  from  Lexington.  Ky.  Don't  think 
any  set  of  country  folks  ever  enjoyed  a  thing  more 
—it  was  free. 

We  left  Chicago  to  wake  up  in  St.  Paul,  and  there 
everybody  seemed  to  be  expecting  us  and  glad  to 
see  us.  No  one  could  do  justice  to  the  people  of 
that  city.  Even  the  engineers  and  firemen  seemed 
glad  and  each  arranged  a  day  of  pleasure  for  us. 
This  trip  has  caused  me  to  take  back  some  things 
I  have  said  about  them  when  I  have  been  switch- 
ing a  German  flouring  mill  or  working  the  gravel 
pit. 

One  of  the  best  excursions  we  had  was  the  one 
by  rail  and  boat  to  Stillwater.  The  arrangement 
of  this  trip  showed  that  trouble  and  expense 
weighed  very  lightly  with  Division  40.  On  this 
trip  we  met  Brother  Drake  and  party,  and  between 
St.  James  lunch  on  land  and  Boston  conundrums 
on  water  we  bad  a  great  time.  Hope  to  meet  this 
party  in  Pittsburg.  Everything  St.  Paul  arranged 
was  all  right  and  properly  carried  out. 

The  Grand  Division  at  work  was  a  big  thing  to 
us  country  district  fellows  who  bad  never  attended 
one  of  its  meetings.  Our  extreme  modesty  for- 
bade our  saying  what  we  often  felt,  so  we  kept  our 
mouth  closed  and  eyes  open— voting  as  we  thought 
for  the  good  of  the  Order.  The  suggestion  from 
our  German  Brother  from  Division  89  (Brother 
McKinney)  that  we  have  shorter  speeches  and  a 
greater  variety  of  speakers  struck  me  as  being 
good.  The  country  delegate  should  practice  up, 
for  he  is  going  to  be  needed  in  the  near  future. 
Brother  Sbeppard's  voice  cannot  always  stand  the 
strain  it  is  put  to  in  these  meetings;  the  voices  of 
two  of  our  most  talented  and  beloved  Brothers 
(W.  E.  Miller  and  "Alphabet"  Johnson)  have  no 
doubt  been  silenced.  We  will  not  have  the  lone 
star  (Curtis)  to  lead  us  in  debate  nor  the  eloquence 
of  the  Brother  with  the  far-reaching  forehead 
(Lacy)  to  thrill  us  at  our  next  meeting.  They  will 
be  busy  at  Austin,  Texas,  and  Springfield.  Ills., 
pledging  votes  that  they  will  never  be  able  to  de- 
liver. But  there  is  Brother  Baker— God  bless  him 
—who  is  a  "thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  forever." 
Our  young  friend  Throckmorton,  of  Division  239, 
would  make  a  good  leader  if  he  was  not  so  in- 
tensely partisan  that  be  cannot  get  a  following. 

We  intended  going  to  the  coast  with  the  Georgia 
special,  but  that  rebel  yell  that  Brother  Hoover 
of  Texas  uttered  on  the  floor  of  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion set  as  afire  and  we  turned  our  footsteps 
toward  Memphis.  Tenn..  where  we  attended  a 
reunion  of  the  old  Confederate  veterans— the 
grandest  set  of  old  men  that  ever  kept  step  to  the 
tap  of  a  drum.  We  have  reached  home  well  satis- 
fled  with  our  trip  and  feel  like  we  are  willing  to 
work  until  time  to  start  to  Pittsburg. 

Murphysboro.  111.  C.  M.  Reeves. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Brothers  did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that  we  have 
an  influence  for  good  or  bad  over  some  one  else  ? 
We  have  that  influence,  but  how  many  are  trying 
to  use  it  for  the  good?  As  a  general  thing  railroad 
men  have  many  a  spare  moment  that  could  be 
profitably  utilised  in  at  least  helping  themselves: 
moments  that  could  be  spent  in  reading  period! - 

Digitized  by  Google 


586 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


calB  of  railroad  associations  of  some  kind,  and  thus 
strengthen  the  mind  with  a  knowledge  that  will 
be  a  benefit  in  any  walk  of  life.  Some  of  ns  say  we 
have  no  time  to  read,  let  as  see  about  that,  when 
matters  of  importance  to  us  are  being  thoroughly 
discussed  in  The  Conductor  and  are  finally  dis- 
posed of.  then  what?  We  join  the  kickers,  why? 
simply  because  we  are  ignorant  of  what  is  going 
on.  some  of  us  would  not  even  know  that  we  were 
alive  if  the  information  were  obtainable  only 
through  reading  it  ourselves.  Should  you  care  to 
ascertain  where  many  such  men  who  don't  have 
time  to  read  spend  their  time  when  off  duty  you 
will  find  them  some  place  where  economical  and 
educational  topics  are  not  discussed  and  spending 
their  time  and  money  which  is  not  justly  theirs 
when  applied  in  that  manner.  Now  I  will  say  that 
not  one  man  in  a  thousand  ever  started  out  in  life 
with  the  resolution  of  becoming  a  drunkard,  but 
with  the  intention  of  taking  the  stuff  and  being 
able  to  regulate  his  appetite,  bad  start,  right  there 
is  where  they  make  the  mistake  of  their  life:  just 
such  men.  men  who  are  socially  able  to  drink 
moderately  and  retain  their  position  and  place  in 
society,  are  of  more  harm  and  cause  more  young 
men  to  become  drunkards  than  the  bloated  toper 
who  is  always  an  object  of  disgust. 

Brothers  V.  D.  Singer  and  Ed  Quick  are  con- 
templating matrimony  at  present,  we  are  not  sure 
which  one  will  be  the  winner  of  a  prise  first. 
Brother  A.  J.  Thomas  made  application  for  the 
local  on  Lima  division,  but  as  there  might  be  a 
butcher  knife  on  Lima  division.  Brother  Thomas 
now  thinks  it  best  to  stay  on  the  Chicago  division. 
Brothers  J.  J.  Heavy.  A.  C.  Abbott  and  H.  Folk 
have  just  returned  from  their  trip  through  the 
northwest  which  was  a  very  pleasant  one. 
Brothers  Abbott  and  Folk  were  company  to  their 
ladies  bnt  as  to  Brother  Heavy's  lady  company  I 
cannot  say  but  probably  the  Vancouver  or  Winno- 
peg  people  could  say  as  to  that.  Brother  E.  M. 
King  and  family  have  returned  from  Battle  Creek, 
where  they  were  called  to  the  bedside  of  Mrs. 
King's  father.  Brothers  Ed  Sexton  and  W.  T. 
Drake  have  the  fruit  runs  here.  Brother  Sexton 
lays  off  drag  out  days.  Brother  Drake  worked  31 
days  in  May.  Brother  Jim  Hammelton  is  now  in 
charge  of  the  local  between  Huntington  and 
Lima,  bill  in  each  hand  and  always  on  time  when 
not  late.  Brother  H.  C.  Parks,  from  Division  212. 
about  two  or  three  years  ago  fell  under  a  moving 
train  which  caused  him  to  lose  both  of  his  legs: 
one  just  above  the  knee  and  the  other  just  below 
the  knee,  bnt  he  is  the  same  old  Harry— what  is 
left.  Harry  has  a  little  smoke  house  just  back  of 
the  yard  office  at  Huntington.  Ind..  where  he  keeps 
on  tap  a  keg  of  cigars  and  a  keg  of  tobacco  and 
several  other  articles  too  numerous  to  mention. 
For  fear  some  of  the  Brothers  might  get  out  on  a 
limb  as  to  the  meaning  of  those  kegs.  I  will  just 
say  that  Harry  would  not  violate  section  30  of  the 
statutes.  He  has  on  each  keg  of  cigars  his  picture 
(oh.  what  a  picture!)  but  you  know  the  old  saying 
is  that  homely  people  are  good:  if  that  is  a  fact 
those  cigars  are  peaches  if  they  keep  up  with 
Harry's  picture.  Harry  just  returned  from  St. 
Louis  and  Charleston:  he  met  all  kinds  of  good 
Brothers  that  made  his  trip  a  pleasure  and  he  in- 
vites all  of  the  Brothers  to  call  on  him  when  pass- 


ing through  our  city.  Brother  Harry  Johnston 
is  troubled  with  the  rheumatism  at  present 
Brother  Wm.  Dyre  had  the  special  out  of  Chicago 
to  Huntington  June  19th. 

The  Chicago  and  Erie  have  two  spotters  here  at 
present  and  the  boys  are  getting  next  to  their 
work,  they  will  not  shield  but  will  just  put  yon  on 
the  farm,  their  names  are  Rube  Boozefighter  and 
Sam  Garnishee.  Business  on  the  Chicago  &  Erie 
at  present  is  off  on  a  pleasure  trip,  we  don't  know 
just  when  it  will  return  but  hope  it  will  return 
soon.  I  will  get  into  clear  for  a  month  or  two  and 
let  some  other  Brother  have  the  main  line.  Suc- 
cess to  Brother  W.  D.  Anderson  and  to  all. 

Huntington.  Ind.  G.  B.  M.  Sewell. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  entertainment  and  dance  given  by  the  united 
railroad  Orders  of  Needles.  May  17.  was  successful 
beyond  the  anticipation  of  the  most  sanguine. 
The  program  was  placed  in  the  bands  of  Dr.  Booth 
as  master  of  ceremonies,  and  under  his  direction 
carried  out  with  the  precision  and  nicety  charac- 
teristic of  that  gentleman.  The  festival  was 
opened  by  the  master  of  ceremonies  in  a  short 
talk  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  After  the  pro- 
gram followed  a  dance,  and  never  did  a  Needles 
crowd  more  heartily  enjoy  itself.  In  the  yard  and 
on  the  lawn  cool  beverages  and  light  refreshments 
were  served.  The  porch  and  lawn  were  brilliantly 
illuminated  with  colored  lamps  and  flags.  The  in- 
terior was  beautifully  draped  with  the  colors  of 
the  different  Orders.  The  grand  march  was  led  by 
"J.  D."  (John  Denair)  the  veteran  superintendent 
—loved  and  respected  by  all.  the  father  of  all  rail- 
road men— and  his  beloved  wife.  The  executive 
Committee.  Brayil  (B.  of  R.  T.).  Thompson  (B.  of 
L.  E.).  Casey  (O.  R.  C.)  Holly  (B.  of  L.  F.).  Gil- 
christ (O.  R.  T..)  Foote.  (S.U.A.).  desires  to  extend 
thanks  to  those  who  so  kindly  gave  their 
time  and  talent  to  make  the  entertainment 
enjoyable:  also  to  the  good  people  of  Needles  who 
gave  their  loyal  support.  The  affair  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  united  railway  orders— B.  R.  T..  0.  & 
C.  B.  L.  E.,  B.  L.  F..  S.  U.  A..  O.  R.  T..  and  their 
auxiliaries.  The  net  proceeds,  which  amounts  to 
the  comfortable  sum  of  J205,  will  be  contributed  to 
the  Home  for  disabled  railroad  men.  which  is 
located  at  Highland  Park.  As  usual,  the  Needles 
contribution  will  be  close  to  the  head  of  the  list 
The  Executive  Committee  are  proud  of  their  suc- 
cess, and  likewise  of  the  showing  that  Needles  has 
made  in  support  of  one  of  the  grandest  institutions 
ever  founded  for  the  benefit  of  railroad  men.  wben 
their  usefulness  has  been  overcome  by  age  and 
disability.  M.  H.  Covby. 

Needles.  Calif. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  the  pages  of  The  Conductor  are  the  best 
means  to  reach  our  membership  at  large.  I  desire 
to  say  to  the  Order  at  large  and  especially  to  the 
good  Brothers  in  the  South,  and  those  on  the 
Macon.  Ga..  special,  that  came  by  Cincinnati  and 
stopped  a  few  hours  in  our  city  on  their  way  to  the 
Twenty-eighth  Grand  Division,  held  at  St  Pan!, 
that  they  were  not  met  by  the  committee  of  three 
appointed  by  107  and  shown  the  courtesy  due  them 
and  had  the  right  to  expect  is  no  fault  of  mine. 
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Had  I  been  at  home  that  day.  tbe  Brothers,  wives 
and  friends  would  not  have  had  their  feeling?  hurt 
by  receiving:  no  attention  from  said  committee,  for 
I  certainly  would  have  put  forth  my  best  efforts  to 
have  entertained  them  the  short  time  they  were 
here. 

Tbe  reason  that  I  was  not  in  the  city  was  that  1 
desired  to  be  in  St.  Paul  early,  so  as  to  make  the 
best  possible  flsht  for  the  meeting;  of  the  Grand 
Division  for  1903  for  my  city,  and  that  I  did  not 
land  the  prise  is  no  fault  of  Brother  Harman.  C.  C. 
of  107.  and  myself.  Jealousy,  the  fear  of  losing; 
some  good  which  another  may  obtain,  seems  to 
have  taken  hold  of  some  Brothers  in  this  neck  of 
the  woods,  and  I  pity  them  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart  and  I  trust  that  ere  long-  they  will  get  over 
that  jealousy  and  egotism  and  think  kindly  of  their 
Brother  Conductor,  whether  he  be  in  service  or 
not,  and  ever  have  in  mind  the  good  of  our  Order 
and  its  membership. 

I  know  of  a  member  of  the  Order  down  our  way 
-who  has  not  been  in  the  service  for  the  past  six 
years.  He  has  nothing-  to  ask  from  the  members 
of  the  Order  but  their  g-ood  wishes,  and  which  he 
is  certainly  entitled  to.  For  the  past  ten  years  his 
work  has  been  a  work  of  love  and  self-sacrifice, 
devoting*  his  time  and  money  with  nothing-  to  ask 
and  nothing-  to  expect,  standing;  by  bis  Division 
through  thick  and  thin,  ever  ready  to  go  down  into 
his  pocket  for  a  Brother  or  his  Division  to  tide 
them  over,  and  stands  ready  today  to  help  a  de- 
serving- Brother  if  in  need.  To  the  Brothers,  wives 
and  friends  on  the  Macon.  Ga.,  special.  I  sincerely 
apologize  for  the  membership  of  Division  107  as  a 
whole. 

I  was  talking;,  the  other  day.  to  a  good  Brother, 
and  he  informed  me  that  a  pipe-line  is  running 
from  our  Division  to  the  officials  of  the  C.  H.  &  D. 
railroad,  and  that  there  is  but  one  link  in  the  chain 
of  evidence  missing;  to  fasten  the  despisable  guilt 
upon  one  of  two  members.  I  hope  the  Supreme 
Being-,  the  Arbitrator  of  all  which  is  g-ood.  holy 
and  just,  will  come  to  our  aid  and  assist  us  in 
rounding;  up  the  company  man  whom  we  seem  to 
have  among  us.  and  sink  tbe  traitor  so  far  into 
oblivion  that  he  will  never  be  heard  of  again.  And 
may  the  company  for  which  he  works  cast  him  in 
the  ditch  of  the  unknown,  for  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  railway  management  has  any  use  for  such  a 
"composition." 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  say  to  tbe 
readers  of -The  Conductor  that  107  is  in  first-class 
shape  and  is  rapidly  moving  to  the  front,  and  it 
will  not  be  long  until  107  will  be  in  tbe  front  rank 
again.  Yes.  I  can  see  the  beacon  light  brightly 
shining  in  the  not  very  far  distance  which  is  guid- 
ing good  old  107  to  a  bright  and  prosperous  future, 
and  may  it  land  triumphantly  with  our  most  es- 
teemed and  worthy  C.  C.  Brother  M.  J.  Marman  at 
the  wheel.  W.A.  Fox. 

Cincinnati.  O. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Times  are  very  lively  out  here,  especially  pleas- 
ant times.  We  are  all  on  the  Grand  Committee  on 
entertaining.  First  comes  the  Pennsylvania  dele- 
gation going  to  St.  Paul;  second  comes  the  whole 
United  States  government,  including  the  presi- 
dent and  cabinet.  Governor  Nash  and  staff,  of 


Ohio,  as  well  as  20.000  others  who  came  from  Ohio 
in  days  gone  by.  All  because  tbe  U.  S.  govern- 
ment is  building  a  battleship.  Then  comes  the 
Georgia  special,  125  strong.  They  stopped  with 
us  three  days  and  were  taken  care  of  by  Division 
364  and  Auxiliary  107,  and  I  must  say  the  ladies 
took  the  cake,  and  from  the  looks  of  the  tables  I 
think  they  took  everything  in  sight,  including  the 
bakery  and  all  the  roses  and  flowers  in  the  Garden' 
City.  The  next  night  Division  US  did  the  honors, 
and  if  it  were  worth  mentioning  I  will  leave  space 
in  The  Conductor  for  some  Brother  or  Sister  in 
the  Sunny  South  to  tell  the  story  of  Chinatown 
and  the  reception  given  to  them  by  Division  115. 

Now  down  to  railroading.  1  visited  Brother  W. 
J.  Hunter,  assistant  superintendent  California 
Northwestern  Railway,  at  Tiburon.  today.  I 
found  Brother  Hunter  the  busiest  man  in  Cali- 
fornia, trying  to  keep  everything  moving.  Their 
Sunday  travel  is  great.  Eighteen  coaches  on 
one  train.  The  business  is  outgrowing  the  equip- 
ment. They  have  two  fine  new  Baldwin  engines 
ready  to  go  into  service,  and  more  coaches  and 
box  cars  ordered.  They  will  soon  have  thirty 
miles  of  new  road  from  Ukiah  to  Willets  com- 
pleted. Brother  Hunter  is  equal  to  the  occasion 
with  his  assistants.  Brothers  J.  K.  Smith,  M.  Mc- 
Donough.  W.  D.  Crawford.  F.  L.  Crane.  M.  J. 
Clancy.  W.  B.  Corbaly,  James  L.  Haywords.  Thos. 
L.  Perry.  J.  M.  Johnson  and  D.  McLaughlin,  all 
members  of  Division  115,  and  a  score  of  will-be 
conductors  some  day.  I  am  satisfied  tbe  California 
Northwestern  Railway  is  o.  k.  under  the  present 
management. 

Brother  E.  J.  Dillen  is  very  sick.  He  is  at  the 
Southern  Pacific  railroad  hospital.  Brother  Satler 
reported  his  condition  in  the  Division.  Fred  says 
he  is  fearful  of  his  ever  getting  out  again.  Ed 
Dillen  is  one  of  the  fathers  of  Division  115.  and  a 
man  who  has  done  more  to  help  Brother  railroad 
men  than  any  one  I  know  of.  His  purse  was  always 
open  to  unfortunate  Brothers,  and  now  it  is  our 
time  to  assist  him  if  he  is  in  wanting. 

Milton  G.  Pumphrbv. 

San  Francisco.  Calif. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Have  just  returned  from  a  very  pleasant  trip 
east,  via  St.  Paul.  Sioux  City.  Omaha,  Kansas  City 
and  St.  Louis,  and  visited  the  scenes  of  my  old- 
time  wanderings,  when  I  traveled  over  the  B.  &  O. 
between  St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati.  I  could  not 
help  wondering  at  the  changes  that  thirty  years 
will  bring  about.  Tbe  towns  across  Illinois  are 
almost  hidden  by  a  forest  of  shade  trees  that  have 
grown  up.  and  the  woods  of  old  Indiana  have 
nearly  all  fallen  before  the  ax.  I  saw  very  few  of 
the  old-time  railroaders  that  were  there  in  the 
early  70's:  in  fact,  most  of  them  are  numbered 
with  the  departed,  and  what  are  leit  are  in  tbe 
back  shops  or  scrap  pile. 

I  must  tell  you  a  few  Incidents  of  my  first  trip 
on  the  O.  &  M.  It  was  on  the  20th  of  January.  74. 
I  had  been  out  west  shylarking  around.  Had  been 
braking  and  doing  yard  work— breaking  bronchos 
and  working  around  cattle  yards.  I  started  home 
for  a  visit  to  Mitchell,  which  is  located  on  this  line. 
Got  to'  Vincennes  and  a  through  freight  train  wa  s 
due  to  leave  for  tbe  east  Geo.  King,  who  was  to 
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be  the  captain,  was  in  a,  same  of  billiards  with 
John  McBride  and  Sim  Stevens  at  nnion  depot 
and  made  the  remark  tbat  he  bad  to  go  out  on  16 
and  only  had  one  brakeman.  Old  Hank  Bougbn. 
who  I  had  come  in  with,  says  here  is  a  man  who 
will  go  out  with  you.  King  hired  me.  It  was  pour- 
ing down  rain  and  freezing  as  it  fell.  We  landed 
up  at  Mitchell  about  2  a.  m..  got  some  lunch  and 
King  says  to  me.  "Young  fellow,  there  is  a  pretty 
bad  hill  just  east  of  here,  but  Jonas  will  hold  the 
train  from  the  rear."  When  we  dropped  oyer  the 
hill,  which  was  known  as  Mill  Creek,  the  engineer, 
who  had  a  quart  bottle  in  the  seat  box.  stretched 
out  and  went  to  sleep.  The  fireman  also  lays  back 
and.  hat  oyer  face,  be  went  to  sleep.  The  farther 
the  train  went  the  faster  it  went,  and  I.  having  a 
knowledge  of  the  place,  was  wide  awake,  for  it 
was  considered  a  bad  bill  with  curves  and  bridges 
and  no  plowed  ground  to  jump  on.  as  has  Kansas. 
I  thdught  the  train  bad  parted,  and  when  we 
struck  Mill  Creek  bridge  I  stood  in  the  gangway 
to  look  back.  Jonas  was  on  the  first  car  from  our 
box-car  cabcose.  The  engine  cab  just  then  gave 
a  swing  and  landed  about  two  gallons  of  nice  cool 
water,  mixed  with  cinders,  down  the  back  of  my 
neck.  We  struck  level  track  soon  and  I  scrambled 
over  the  tank  to  put  on  the  Armstrongs,  for  we 
wanted  water  at  Scottville  and  the  boost  we  had 
would  take  ns  to  Tunnelton  without  steam.  I 
went  over  and  woke  up  the  people,  got  water  and 
landed  in  Seymour  about  7  a.  m..  all  in  good  shape. 
Speaking  of  those  days,  if  Maurice  Thompson  and 
Alice,  of  old  Vincennes.  knew  anything  of  the 
doings  there  about  those  times  they  would  turn  in 
their  graves  and  smite  themselves  that  they  did 
not  figure  in  these  doings  instead  of  an  earlier 
period.  I  read  with  pleasure  the  writings  in  Thb 
Conductor  from  many  of  our  Brothers  and  con- 
car  with  many  of  them.  One  among  my  special 
mention  will  be  Brother  Pumphrey.  of  California, 
and  1  wish  to  add  that  his  sentiments  are  mine,  no 
matter  what  he  writes.  Sam  Stewart. 

Denver.  Colo. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

All  employes  of  the  Transportation  Department 
of  the  Plant  System  are  undergoing  a  re-examina- 
tion on  the  train  rules. 

Brother  George  A.  Croom.  delegate  to  the  last 
Grand  Division  from  Division  311.  has  been  ap- 
pointed examiner  for  the  third  division,  embrac- 
ing the  territory  from  Way  Cross  to  Thomasville, 
Dupont  to  High  Springs  and  Albany  to  Monticello. 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  D.  P.  Kirkland.  * 

Brother  W.  S.  Bull,  member  of  Division  123.  who 
was  in  attendance  at  the  last  Grand  Division  as  an 
honorary  member,  has  been  appointed  examiner 
for  the  second  division,  embracing  tbe  territory 
from  Savannah  to  Jacksonville  and  Brunswick  to 
Albany,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  George  W. 
Haines.  W.  S.  B. 

Albany.  Ga. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  began  to  think  that  our  journal  was  not  being 
read  much  by  the  Brothers,  or  else  my  letters 
lacked  interest.  I  wrote  several  red-hot  letters 
and  after  each  one  I  said  to  myself,  that  will  bring 
something:  but  not  a  word  was  said  until  I  stepped 


on  Brother  Veritas  a  little.  Well.  Brothers,  let's 
see  where  we  stand.  We'll  leave  the  matter  of  the 
ballot  out.  as  it  will  only  engender  hard  feelings 
and  result  in  no  benefit  to  any  one.  If  we  have  no 
right  to  say  whether  roads  shall  double-head— 
when  the  act  of  doing  so  will  add  to  the  risks  of 
those  who  are  employed  upon  the  train— then  you 
have  no  right  to  protect  human  life  by  any  law.  It 
is  tbe  right,  as  well  as  the  duty,  of  our  govern- 
ment to  make  laws  to  protect,  not  only  the  lives, 
but  also  to  abolish  all  accessory  risks  to  limbs.  Of 
course  we  all  realize  the  fact  that  there  are  certain 
unavoidable  risks  that  we  must  all  take  who  en- 
gage in  railway  service.  At  the  same  time  we 
also  know  that  there  are  a  hundred  menaces  to 
life  and  limb  maintained  from  mercenary  motives 
at  the  expense  of  the  lives  and  limbs  of  those  who 
are  compelled  to  work  with  these  man-killing 
devices.  Do  you  mean  to  say.  Brother,  tbat  in 
order  to  save  a  couple  of  feet  of  iron  rod.  the  com- 
pany is  justified  in  placing  a  switch  stand  that 
much  closer  to  tbe  track,  thus  endangering  life, 
which  the  said  addition  of  two  feet  would  avert? 
Impossible!  My  Brother  has  confused  liberty  with 
license.  The  duty  of  the  government  to  its  citizens 
is  exactly  the  same  as  the  duty  of  the  parent  to 
the  family— not  a  featherweigbt  difference  in  the 
two  obligations.  I  don't  forget  for  one  moment 
that  this  is  a  free  country,  made  so  by  tbe  sacrifice 
of  oh!  how  many  noble  lives!  But  that  is  no 
argument  in  favor  of  license,  nor  of  maintaining  a 
nuisance  or  anything  that  will  add  the  most  in- 
finitismal  risk  to  one  of  its  citizens,  for  that  is 
what  it  amounts  to.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the 
government  to  own  a  property  in  order  that  it 
shall  be  responsible  for  the  proper  maintenance 
of  the  equipment.  The  functions  of  government 
are  the  same  as  I  said  before— as  the  parent.  You 
might'just  as  well  say  that  when  your  boy  wishes 
to  do  something  which  your  riper  experience  has 
taught  you  would  result  fatally  or  detrimentally, 
at  least,  to  bim  or  others,  you  would  not  be  re- 
quired to  see  that  he  was  prevented  from  accom- 
plishing bis  purpose.  If  Brother  Veritas  will  in- 
spect my  contributions  carefully  he  will  detect  a 
statement  of  my  opinion  declaring  my  allegiance 
to  the  initiative  and  referendum,  or  any  other 
"safety  appliance"  which  can  be  maintained  to 
protect  the  citizens  of  any  country.  May  tbe 
Supreme  Ruler  hasten  the  time  when  we  can  dis- 
tinguish between  liberty  and  license.  When  that 
condition  is  reached,  then  may  we  expect  tbe 
most  perfect  government  possible  for  and  by 
erring  human  beings.  There  can  be  no  question 
of  "you  know  what  you  can  do."  That  is  tbe  retort 
of  tyranny.  Tbat  is  the  very  thing  which  per- 
petuates these  menaces.  The  Companies  know 
that  there  are  men  who,  rather  than  run  the  risk 
of  placing  their  families  in  want,  just  continue  to 
take  these  risks.  This  argument  lacks  the  proper 
courage.  We  must  face  the  issues  as  we  find  them. 
We  must  also  weigh  every  particle  of  matter 
bearing  upon  the  subject,  and  not  do  as  many  are 
fain  to  do,  adopt  somebody's  opinion,  ready  made. 
Our  laws  must  be  so  formulated  as  to  make  "you 
know  what  you  can  do."  an  obsolete  expression.  It 
is  useless  for  roads  to  say  "we  cannot  afford  these 
things"  in  face  of  the  fact  that  they  are  building: 
transcontinental  extensions,  stations  that  cost 
millions  of  dollars,  private  cars  for  officials  that 
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cost  small  fortunes,  which  places  the  brand  of 
doubt  upon  any  snch  statement.  Every  industry 
must  eventually  render,  in  one  manner  or  another, 
snch  statements  of  their  business  as  shall  show 
the  actual  profits  which  they  are  making,  so  that 
it  will  be  known  whether  or  not  they  can  pay  their 
employes  proper  wages  and  in  conformity  with 
the  risks  tbey  take,  and  all  contributory  risks 
must  be  arbitrarily  abolished.  We  cannot  view 
the  vast  fortunes  accumulated  by  individuals  in  a 
natural  life  time,  without  also  considering  the 
fact  that  these  men  have  told  their  employes, 
hundreds  of  times,  that  they  could  not  afford  to 
pay  them  any  more  wages,  when  those  same 
employers  were  counting  their  gains  at  hundreds 
of  dollars  per  minute.  These  things  need  as  much 
regulation  as  does  any  other  crime,  because  many 
crimes  result  from  these,  which  otherwise  would 
never  be  committed.  Sivart. 
Fairbury.  Nebr. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  184  is  getting  on  fairly  well.  We  are  out 
of  debt  and  have  some  money  in  the  treasury.  Our 
little,  band  boasts  of  thirty-eight  enthusiastic 
members  and  five  candidates  for  initiation.  A 
great  many  conductors  here  belong  to  the  B.  of  R. 
T.  They  have  been  reared  in  that  Order  and  it  is 
hard  for  them  to  leave  the  Order  which  has  bene- 
fited them  so  much.  We  will  get  them  by  and  by. 
and  our  little  band  will  feel  mammoth.  Our  offi- 
cers are  working  hard  to  make  this  the  greatest 
year  in  the  history  of  our  career,  not  only  in 
finances,  but  in  members.  The  office  of  our  S.  & 
T.,  which  was  vacant  for  a  while  on  account  of  the 
death  of  Brother  C.  E.  Pugh.  is  filled  by  Brother  N. 
O.  Turners  May  his  zeal  and  efforts  never  tire  and 
may  God  bless  him  in  his  undertaking  and  help  us 
unitedly  to  work  and  pray  for  his  success.  Our 
meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Monday  and  Third 
Tuesday  each  month.  Cannot  all  Divisions  ar- 
range their  meetings  on  week  days  as  we  have? 
Our  Divine  Creator  has  set  aside  Sunday  for  wor- 
ship, and  though  we  are  transacting  business  for 
the  welfare  of  one  and  all  of  the  members  with  the 
purest  motives  and  brotherly  love,  yet  we  are  not 
worshipping  our  Lord  and  Master.  We  cannot  suc- 
ceed without  Divine  power.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
Sunday  meetings  will  be  abandoned  and  all  of  the 
Divisions  will  emulate  the  example  of  Division 
184  and  all  be  prepared  to  have  their  meetings  in 
that  better  world  where  parting  will  be  no  more. 

Brother  Joe  Durham  has  been  housed  in  for 
about  ten  months  with  bronchitis.  He  is  not  well, 
but  on  account  of  his  industry  has  taken  charge  of 
his  train.  With  gratitude  to  God  for  his  blessings 
in  sparing  our  Brother's  life,  and  with  hopeful 
hearts  we  pray  for  his  entire  recovery. 

On  our  district,  at  a  point  eleven  miles  west  of 
Lynchburg,  Va..  a  remarkable  incident  happened 
to  one  of  our  eastbound  trains.  The  train  severed 
ten  cars  from  the  engine,  recoupled.  and  was  on 
the  verge  of  starting  when  the  conductor  detected 
a  40-ton  coal  car  or  "Mark  Hanna"  over  the  em- 
bankment. It  proved  to  be  his  tenth  car  from  the 
engine  which  had  jumped  out  of  his  train  while 
making  full  speed  without  damaging  the  track. 

Much  satisfaction  was  manifested  in  the  reading 
of  Brother  W.  T.  Morris'  report  of  the  proceedings 


of  the  convention  at  St.  Paul.  We  feel  that  our 
Order  is  moving  upward  slowly  but  surely  and 
our  work  has  been  wisely  done.  If  we  spend  some 
time  in  earnest  supplication  to  our  God  He  will 
help  us  in  all  our  transactions  and  the  solemn  aim 
and  purpose  of  our  immense  power  will  be  more 
zealous  and  effective.  -  "In  the  curious  chambers  of 
the  brain  our  thoughts  are  linked  together  by  a 
hidden  chain."  At  the  convention  the  thoughts  of 
our  delegates  were  linked  to  the  subject  of  a  home 
for  the  old  conductors.  The  location  for  the  home 
has  not  yet  been  decided  upon.  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  down  on  a  swamp  where  mosquitos  live  forever 
and  hope  for  us  to  never  die.  but  have  it  where  we 
can  inhale  the  pure  air  from  the  mountain  tops  of 
old  Virginia,  so  our  declining  years  may  be  as 
pleasant  as  a  soft  twilight  of  some  bright  depart- 
ing day.  The  old  conductor  who  has  doubtlessly 
molded  the  hearts  and  shaped  the  character  of 
many,  besides  facing  the  sunshine,  storms  and 
danger  for  a  half  a  century  or  more  deserves  this 
consideration.  Remember  this  and  bear  in  mind 
that  we  are  getting  older  as  each  day  rolls  by,  and 
ere  the  frost  of  many  winters  we.  too,  will  be  sub- 
jects for  the  conductors'  Home,  if  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  have  a  home  of  our  own  we  will  bid  fare- 
well to  the  scenes  of  prosperous  days  and  slowly 
walk  into  the  home,  there  to  spend  the  last  days  of 
our  lives.  There  we  can  retrospect  the  past  and 
prepare  to  meet  the  loved  ones  gone  before.  So  I 
say  select  some  bright  and  holy  spot,  where  our 
lives  shall  go  out  as  the  sun  goes  down  to  rise  in 
some  fairer  realm.  P.  A.  McDaniel. 

Clifton  Forge.  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  glad  there  has  been  some  provision  made 
for  our  aged  Brothers  at  last,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  it  will  be  a  success,  if  situated  where  it  can 
be  economically  managed.  I  think  we  can  give 
our  Brothers  some  of  the  luxuries  of  life  after 
they  are  too  old  to  sign  the  call  back,  as  we  have 
got  the  Lord's  smoke-house  here  to  make  a  draft, 
and  there  is  not  a  creature  in  this  smoke-house 
that  is  too  bright  or  good  for  the  old  conductor's 
daily  food.  We  can  have  gardens  here  the  year 
'round,  and  yellow-legged  chickens  are  ripe  365 
days  in  the  year,  and  we  can  can  and  prepare 
enough  garden  and  rich  sea  food  in  three  months 
to  last  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  salt  air 
will  whistle  through  the  aged  Brother's  Master 
Hubbard  whiskers  and  get  up  an  appetite  so  that 
he  can  enjoy  the  good  things  of  this  life,  and  I 
think  I  can  safely  say  we  can  maintain  a  home 
here  for  what  it  would  cost  for  extra  clothing  and 
fuel  in  a  more  rigorous  climate.  If  any  of  the 
Brothers  do  not  believe  it  and  wants  to  get  in  the 
swim,  let  him  come  down  and  I  will  loan  him  my 
bathing  suit.  Well,  there  is  no  need  to  expatiate 
upon  the  good  things  we  have  here,  as  the  Broth- 
ers will  be  on  the  shady  side  of  easy  street  in 
summer  time  and  sunny  side  in  winter.  There 
not  much  to  write  about  Division  310.  as  the  mem 
bers  and  their  'families  and  the  treasury  seems  tc 
be  in  a  healthy  condition  and  do  not  miss  theii 
usual  allowance  of  ice  cream  and  strawberries 
Hoping  the  Brothers  may  always  have  plethoric 
pocket-books  and  good  runs  until  we  can  get  the  ■ 
Home  on  a  sound  basis  and  forever  after. 

Orange  Grove.  Miss.  Trout  Eater. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Oar  excursion,  on  June  3rd.  to  Marshall  Hall  on 
Potomac  river  was  a  grand  success  financially, 
socially  and  for  a  general  good  time  for  the  con- 
ductor and  his  friends,  it  could  not  be  beaten,  the 
man  with  his  millions  touched  elbows  with  his 
humble  neighbor  of  conductor,  engineer,  fireman 
and  brakeman.  and  they  lined  up  in  good  shape 
and  showed  that  they  could  be  men  among  men 
in  all  walks  of  life.  The  last  boat  returning  to 
Washington  was  the  pleasure  ride  of  the  day 
when  Brother  Cathell  with  his  singing  friends 
from  this  city  assembled  aft  and  commenced 
singing,  with  the  full  moon  shining  on  the  water, 
it  put  the  writer  in  mind  of  reading  about  Saint 
Cecilia  when  the  angels  from  heaven  strewed 
flowers  on  her  while  singing.  To  the  Brothers 
from  Mexico,  don't  you  wish  you  were  with  us? 
To  the  Brothers  from  all  the  sage  brush  states 
don't  you  wish  you  were  on  that  boat?  To  the 
Brothers  in  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  states  I  know 
you  can  have  such  a  time  if  you  want  to.  but  I  do 
not  think  you  can  beat  Division  378  in  the  art  of 
singing  and  having  a  general  good  time,  when 
Brothers  Finkling  and  Miller  leads  the  gang.  To 
the  several  Divisions  that  purchased  our  tickets 
we  thank  them.  The  latch  string  is  always  hang- 
ing outside  for  the  worthy  O.  R.  C.  man.  We  con- 
tributed to  the  Jacksonville  sufferers  and  others 
too  numerous  to  mention,  and  all  labor  organiza- 
tions can  have  our  sympathy  and  aid  by  simply 
making  an  appeal  for  aid.  Organized  labor  don't 
want  to  forget  that  the  Chinese  exclusion  act. 
known  as  the  Garey  act  expires  May  1902.  there 
will  have  to  be  a  law  made  to  exclude  the  yellow 
man  from  the  Philippines  as  well  as  from  our 
western  shores,  exclude  the  Japs  with  the  China- 
men this  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  Commissioner 
Powderly  should  be  more  watchful  of  the  pauper 
labor  of  Europe  coming  to  our  shores,  he  should 
do  better  in  that  line  in  the  future  than  he  has  in 
the  past.  All  our  labor  journals  should  give  the 
emigrant  question  their  serious  attention,  for  as 
my  experienced  eye  pierces  the  future  the  emi- 
grant question  is  the  most  serious  question  we 
will  have  to  meet  in  the  future  for  the  welfare  of 
American  labor.  Business  men  look  after  their 
interests  by  making  laws  while  congress  is  not  in 
session  to  become  laws  for  their  benefit  after  con- 
gress meets,  now  is  the  time  for  all  labor  organi- 
zations to  get  their  heads  together  and  draft  laws 
to  be  enacted  after  congress  meets  next  Decem- 
ber, also  to  look  up  this  emigration  of  the  pauper 
labor  of  Europe  to  our  shores,  and  if  Clarence  V. 
Powderly  will  not  stop  the  pauper  horde  and  has 
no  law  tobackhim.  why  now  is  the  time  to  ptit 
some  one  in  his  place.  Draft  a  law  and  put  before 
the  57th  congress  and  compel  them  to  pass  a  law 
similar  to  the  famous  Cabot  Lodge  bill,  which 
died  in  the  53rd  congress.  The  several  labor  or- 
ganization in  Washington.  D.  C.  should  elect  a 
legislative  man  and  form  a  legislative  committee 
looking  up  the  interests  of  labor  in  Washington. 
D.  C.  We.  as  laboring  men.  should  have  equal 
rights  with  the  business  men  and  meet  the  dis- 
trict commissioner  and  have  equal  rights  with 
business  men.  The  business  men  met  the  district 
'commissioners  some  time  since  explaining  their 
wants,  why  should  not  labor  have  equal  rights? 


They  have  lots  of  wants  and  wrongs  to  be  righted 
and  now  is  the  time  to  elect  a  legislative  commit- 
tee and  show  np  our  wants  to  the  district  commis- 
sioners so  when  the  57th  congress  meets  next  De- 
cember we  can  be  prepared  to  meet  them  with  a 
law  for  the  benefit  of  all  labor  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  for  we  don't  want  to  forget  that  con- 
gress is  onr  only  law  making  body  and  our  only 
protection  in  the  District,  as  this  town  of  Wash- 
ington, with  her  three  hundred  thousand  people, 
are  practically  disfranchised  and  cannot  vote, 
hence,  we  must  form  a  legislative  committee  for 
our  own  protection  if  for  nothing  else,  and  I  will 
say  right  here,  we  have  lots  of  room  for  improve- 
ment. First,  congress  should  pass  a  law  to  build 
a  colliseum  or  a  building  that  would  accommo- 
date all  conventions  that  would  want  to  meet  here 
in  this  great  city  at  any  time  in  the  future,  and  a 
standing  amount  of  money  to  pay  the  nsual  ex- 
penses that  all  cities  incur  when  a  convention  of 
any  kind  meets  in  their  city,  so  the  capital  city  of 
this  great  nation  of  ours  can  say  that  we  are  as 
hospitable  as  any  city  in  the  United  States,  and 
invite  all  labor  organizations  to  meet  here  in  their 
annual  conventions,  and  show  the  rising  genera- 
tion that  Uncle  Sam  is  a  generous  and  grand  old 
fellow.  A  grand  memorial  bridge  is  under  way  to 
reach  from  the  capitol  to  the  Westminister 
of  this  country,  the  city  of  the  heroes.  Arlington 
cemetery,  one  should  see  it  on  Decoration  Day  to 
enjoy  it.  the  sight  the  writer  saw  that  day  took  all 
fear  of  death  from  our  system.  Now  we  ask  the 
question,  would  not  our  Uncle  Sam  be  doing  a 
nice  thing  after  building  the  memorial  bridge  to 
build  a  memorial  hall?  So  that  the  rising  genera- 
tion of  American  manhood  could  meet  here  an- 
nually and  discuss  the  best  interests  of  himself 
and  his  government  on  the  labor  question.  I  be- 
lieve if  such  legislation  was  asked  for  from  the 
57th  congress,  setting  in  December,  they  would 
cheerfully  pass  a  law  to  appropriate  money  for 
such  a  good  cause,  for  all  classes  of  monied  men 
and  business  men  ask  for  all  kinds  of  appropria- 
tions, from  making  the  Suawnee  river  navigable 
to  reservoirs  for  the  eight  sage  brush  states,  that 
they  can  raise  potatoes  instead  of  sage  brush  and 
sheep,  it  should  be  done,  but  they  don't  want  to 
to  overlook  the  crying  wants  of  labor,  give  us  a 
little  recognition  while  you  receive  so  mucb. 
teach  the  honest  laboring  man  that  you  want  to 
educate  him  to  better  his  condition,  what  better 
way  can  a  national  lawmaker  express  himself  than 
bypassing  such  a  law  as  described,  thereby  killing 
all  kinds  of  anarchistic  feeling  that  may  exist  in 
the  breast  of  all  classes  of  labor  now  or  at  any 
future  period.  At  the  present  time  this  city  has 
the  headquarters  of  the  Knights  of  Labor  and 
publishes  a  splendid  monthly  journal,  edited  by 
John  W.  Hays.  General  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
we  can  truthfully  say  the  K.  of  L.  journal  is  a 
lively  journal  and  hope  they  will  seek  the  un- 
skilled labor  field  for  their  benefit,  for  the  K  of 
L.  has  plenty  of  room  in  the  unskilled  labor  field, 
to  grow  and  lots  of  room  for  reform:  then  when  the 
K.  of  L.  drops  their  amalgamated  ideas  of  labor 
and  joins  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in 
this  town,  with  a  journal  behind  them  and  counts 
their  numerical  strength  at  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand,  and  all  classes  of  organised  labor. 
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Including  the  O.  R.  C,  B.  of  L.  B..  B.  of  L.  F„  B. 
R.  T.  and  O.  R.  T„  should  by  all  means  have  and 
move  their  headquarters  here,  for  I  believe  if 
organized  labor  is  going  to  live  in  this  country  it 
will  be  compelled  to  have  a  centralised  power  the 
same  as  our  government  and  help  shape  the 
course  of  this  great  growing  country  of  ours,  and 
help  make  our  national  laws  as  well  to  defend  the 
the  old  flag  in  case  of  danger  in  the  future,  for 
a  man  can  put  it  in  any  kind  of  language  he  sees 
fit  to  suit  the  occasion,  but  it  is  the  strong  arm 
and  brave  hearts  of  labor  that  gives  the  old  flag 
the  prestige  it  has  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
It  was  the  laboring  man  that  went  up  San  Juan 
hill  July  1. 1898.  and  opened  up  a  thoroughfare  for 
freedom.  Last,  but  not  least,  it  was  a  Yankee  boy 
that  planted  the  first  flag  on  the  walls  of  Pekin. 
China,  and  Old  Glory  shone  like  a  morning  star 
to  those  American  prisoners  in  that  Pagan 
city.  Therefore  we  appeal  to  all  writers 
of  labor  Journals  to  write  up  this  subject 
and  also  to  appeal  to  their  senators  and 
congressmen  to  give  labor  their  equal  share 
of  legislation  in  the  coming  Fifty-seventh  con- 
gress next  December.  Now.  we  say.  is  the 
time  to  canvass  the  situation,  so  when  congress 
meets  we  will  have  all  laws  written  up  and  all  we 
will  have  to  do  is  to  present  them  to  our  mem- 
bers and  have  them  read  from  the  House  and 
Senate,  referred  to  the  committee  they  belong  to. 
force  them  through  the  committee  then  have 
them  passed  and  signed  by  the  President  and  they 
will  become  laws.  We  believe  that  labor  is  edu- 
cated enough  to  support  legislation  when  it  is 
done  for  their  benefit,  and  the  political  party  that 
advocates  and  legislates  for  the  benefit  of  the 
laboring  man  can  hold  the  reins  of  government  in 
this  country  as  long  as  tbey  give  labor  their  share 
of  legislation  and  a  square  deal,  for  labor  has 
tossed  her  glove  into  the  political  ring  and  tells 
the  law  makers  of  the  several  states  and  congress 
that  from  now  on  she  will  keep  lined  up  for  busi- 
ness and  must  be  recognized  and  get  a  square  deal 
or  there  will  be  trouble  in  the  political  field. 

Brother  Mewshaw.  of  378.  elected  delegate  to  the 
Twenty-eighth  annual  convention,  held  at  St.  Paul, 
returned  to  us  safe  and  sound  after  his  splendid 
work  at  St.  Paul  and  gave  his  report  at  our  last 
meeting,  and  for  which  he  was  given  a  vote  of 
for  his  splendid  work;  also  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  tendered  to  Brother  A.  J.  Blanton.  our  perma- 
nent member  of  the  Grand  Division,  for  his  able 
aid  he  rendered  to  Brother  Mewshaw  and  the 
Grand  Division  in  general.  Division  378  is  very 
proud  to  have  it  to  say  we  have  one  of  those  kind 
•of  men— a  permanent  member  of  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion. The  writer  will  say  here,  that  we  have  been 
lined  up  with  the  O.  R.  C.  since  1875.  We  care  not 
if  some  member  will  cry  taffy  or  not.  but  after 
hearing  Brother  Mewsbaw's  report  from  the  con- 
vention at  St.  Paul  we  say.  with  all  sincerity,  that 
it  was  the  very  best  report  the  writer  ever  listened 
to.  Brother  Mewshaw  concluded  by  saying  that 
the  conductors  was  a  protective  and  business  or- 
ganization, pure  and  simple,  and  nothing  less.  He 
said,  in  his  closing  remarks,  that  at  the  next 
bi-ennial  convention  he  had  reason  to  believe  that 
-Grand  body  would  vote  to  move  the  headquarters 
permanently  from  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa,  to  Wash- 


ington. D.  C,  as  all  members  he  talked  with  on 
the  subject'  thought  as  he  thought.  It  was  the 
logical  and  final  home  for  the  O.  R.  C.  Now.  we 
believe  it  was  out  of  order  for  a  few  labor  organi- 
zations when  they  met  to  pass  a  law  prohibiting  a 
member  from  joining  the  National  Guard,  for  we 
do  believe  that  labor  should  be  left  free  to  act 
out  that  part  of  his  inalienable  rights  of  man. 
Such  labor  laws  made  by  labor  organizations 
shows  ignorance  and  a  foreign  idea,  and  it  will 
not  bear  transplanting  in  this  country.  It  also 
shows  that  the  man  who  had  that  law  drafted  and 
forced  a  vote  on  it  never  went  to  school  in  this 
country.  I  hope  this  letter  is  not  too  long  for 
Brother  Anderson  to  read  and  prove. 

Division  378  is  going  to  give  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful entertainments  at  Glen  Echo  on  July  17. 
They  predict  the  very  best  time  of  the  season,  so 
it  must  be  so.  In  regard  to  the  good  of  the  Order 
Brother  Mewshaw  reports  the  Grand  Division 
financially  and  numerically  the  strongest  it  ever 
was  since  it  was  organized:  also  the  Home  Is  an 
assured  fact  now.  Will  write  about  the  Home  in 
my  next  letter,  also  about  Sec.  6  of  our  Statutes. 
I  believe  it  was  doctored  a  little  at  St.  Paul  for  the 
better.  John  Dwykr. 

Washington.  D.  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

To  let  the  readers  of  The  Conductor  know 
what  Division  66  has  been  doing,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  go  back  to  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  The  past  six  months  have  been,  I  think,  the 
most  successful  of  any  in  the  history  of  the  Divi- 
sion. February  13th  our  annual  ball  was  held  at 
the  City  Hall  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  it 
was  a  grand  success  and  netted  the  Division  $360 
clear  profit.  Division  66  hai  added  to  its  member- 
ship thirty-five  new  names  since  the  first  of  the 
year.  I  don't  think  that  there  are  many  Divisions 
in  the  Order  that  have  done  any  better  than  this. 
We  have  some  hustlers  in  this  Division,  and  chief 
among  them  is  Brother  L.  M.  Haseltine.  of  the 
Grand  Trunk:  Brother  P.  H.  Smith,  of  the  eastern 
division,  and  our  Chief.  Brother  Sears,  of  the 
western  division.  Our  good  Brother  Sprague. 
superintendent  Union  Depot  station,  was  instru- 
mental in  getting  several  pass,  conductors  from 
the  Maine  Central  to  join.  There  are  not  many 
conductors  who  are  eligible  left  out  in  this  section 
at  present  writing. 

At  the  March  meeting,  which  took  place  upon 
the  17th.  Brother  P.  H.  Smith  was  presented  by 
the  Division  with  an  O.  R.  C.  watch  charm  with 
his  name  engraved  on  the  back.  Brother  Smith  is 
not  very  often  at  a  loss  for  words,  but  on  this  occa- 
sion Pat  was  tongue-tied  for  some  time  but  man- 
aged to  say  simply.  "Brothers,  I  thank  you."  and 
we  who  heard  him  knew  that  those  few  simple 
words  came  from  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  truest 
hearts  that  beats.  I  understand  that  the  members 
of  Division  67.  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  at  their  last 
meeting,  presented  their  Past  President,  Sister 
Sprague.  with  a  P.  P.  jewel,  and  Sister  Sprague  is 
deserving  of  all  the  honors  her  Auxiliary  can  con- 
fer upon  her". 

I  was  amused  a  few  days  ago  to  hear  a 
crowd  of  brakemen  comoaring  notes.  Each  one 
had  a  story  to  tell,  and  among  the  rest  was  one 
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who  seemed  to  think  be  had  done  something  won- 
derful. He  told  about  putting:  in  forty-two  days' 
time  in  a  montb.  He  said  this  was  the  record  for 
his  road.  Way  back  in  1877.  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, the  writer,  with  our  present  Senior  Conductor, 
Brother  Tyron.  were  braking  for  Old  Cap  Pills- 
bury  on  the  east  end  of  the  Grand  Trunk,  and  in 
that  month  we  put  in  fifty-six  days,  and  I  don't  be- 
lieve that  has  ever  been  beaten.  Brakemen  of  the 
present  day  don't  realize  what  grief  is.  They 
don't  have  any  of  it.  In  my  time  there  were  no 
Westinghouse  automatics:  nothing  but  the  Arm- 
strong. In  those  days  brakemen  had  calouses  on 
their  hands  thick  enough  to  tap  your  boots  with. 
The  brakemen  of  today  have  it  dead  easy  but  don't 
realize  it.  The  poor  old  "con"  of  today  is,  it  seems 
to  me.  the  football  of  fate  if  be  is  unfortunate 
enough  to  lose  his  situation  he  is  out  for  keeps— 
can't  even  get  a  job  of  braking.  I  tell  you.  Broth- 
ers, it  stands  us  in  hand  to  be  just  a  little  careful 
and  look  out  for  ourselves,  for  if  we  don't  it's  a 
case  of  either  the  Home  or  the  poor  house. 

Brother  Stepenson  has  been  off  sick  for  some 
time  but  is  around  once  more  and  improving  fast. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  Brother  F.  H.  Cleaves  on  the 
sick  list.  He  has  been  failing  for  some  time.  He 
starts  on  July  1st  on  a  three  months'  vacation. 

Portland.  Me.  J.  S.  Lysaght. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

After  spending  an  hour  reading  The  Conductor 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if.  as  the  Brother 
from  Huntington.  Ind..  says— by  reading  The 
Conductor  we  are  brought  closer  together,  this 
should  be  the  aim  of  all  the  Brothers.  We  can  also 
learn  from  each  other  lessons  of  value.  Our  noble 
Order  is  full  of  intelligent  Brothers  who  can.  if 
they  only  take  the  time,  impart  to  others  a  knowl- 
edge that  would  be  of  rare  benefit,  and  it  is  inter- 
est of  this  kind  which  causes  enthusiasm  in  the 
Order.  We  must  uphold  the  dignity  of  our  Order, 
and  by  so  doing  show  the  outsiders  that  the  O.  R. 
C.  is  up  to  the  times.  We  are  working  hard  to 
bring  some  new  and  young  timber  into  the  fold. 
We  are  getting  in  some  applications  for  member- 
ship, and  it  is  necessary  for  all  Brothers  who  can 
to  be  present  at  every  meeting,  so  that  we  shall 
show  to  these  new  members  that  we  appreciate 
the  Order  and  that  it  is  worth  our  support.  Know 
that  your  candidate  is  eligible  before  you  present 
his  name  and  it  will  often  save  embarrassment 
that  follows. 

Business  on  our  line  is  brisk  and  keeps  us  all  on 
duty.  There  are  Brothers  who  are  now  awaiting 
the  return  of  others  in  order  to  obtain  leave  of 
absence.  Brother  Osborn  is  at  present  sojourning 
in  the  south,  as  is  also  Brother  Hahn  in  York  state. 
Charley  took  the  wife  along  and  expects  to  see 
great  things  at  the  Pan-American.  Oar  best  wishes 
are  with  you.  boys.  May  you  have  a  pleasant  trip. 
While  some  are  away  enjoying  life  others  are  at 
home  nursing  themselves,  as  is  the  case  with  our 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Brother  T.  B.  Kaneen. 
who  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  a  rib  broken, 
which  will  cause  him  many  days  of  idleness  while 
nursing  it  back  to  its  proper  tension.  The  re- 
mainder of  us  are  well  and  slugging  away,  which 
luck  we  wish  to  all  Brothers. 

Lorain.  O.  J.  J.  Pollock. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor 

The  Home  is  probably  in  just  about  the 
same  condition  now  that  it  was  before  the  con- 
vention, and 'nothing  can  or  will  be  done  until 
after  the:conventions  of  the  Engineers  and  Train 
men.  a  year  hence.  I  will  admit  we  made  a  step, 
but  that  was  all.  What  have  we  been  doing 
for  the  past  twelve  years,  and  why  is  it  that  we 
have  no  better  home  than  that  for  our  old  and 
disabled  Brothers?  Is  it  because  we  are  poor? 
No.  Do  you  suppose  for  one  moment  that  it  is  the 
fault  of  Father  Coffin?  No.  He  has  continually 
asked  you  to  help  and  has  done  more  than  all  the 
rest  of  us  put  together  to  provide  a  suitable  shelter 
for  us.  No.  it  is  not  Father  Coffin's  fault 

Why  didn't  you  say  $50,000  and  get  the  site  and 
commence  business  any  way.  and  then  say  to  the 
other  Orders,  you  can  join  with  us  if  you  want  to. 
provided  you  produce  a  like  amount,  and  if  you 
don't  want  to  join  with  us.  then  build  a  home  ot 
your  own  and  for  your  own  that  will  equal,  if  not 
eclipse,  ours.  Provided  that  the  three  or  four 
Orders  do  join  in  a  union  home,  do  you  think  it 
will  exist  in  harmony  and  without  friction?  Ot 
course  I  hope  it  will,  but  I  don't  believe  it.  Father 
Coffin,  in  his  remarks  at  St.  Paul,  said:  "Gentle- 
men, it  is  up  to  you  now.  The  future  of  the  High- 
land Park  Home  depends  upon  the  action  of  your- 
selves. If  your  action  is  favorable,  then  the  Home 
is  a  success:  if  your  action  is  adverse,  then  the 
Home  is  a  failure."  Now  our  action  at  St.  Pan) 
was  not  adverse,  but  the  B.  R.  T.  at  Milwaukee 
referred  the  proposition  back  to  their  Lodges  for 
a  referendum  vote,  and  it  will  take  six  months  to 
obtain  that  vote,  and  I  imagine  that  the  action  of 
the  Firemen  at  Des  Moines  was  not  exactly  in  ac- 
cord with  ours,  consequently  delay  is  the  outcome 
of  it  all.  and  at  our  next  convention  at  Pittsburgh, 
two  years  hence,  we  can  again  take  up  the  ques- 
tion with  the  same  proviso,  and  unless  the  com- 
mittees elected  have  power  to  act  without  again 
referring  the  question  back  to  the  Grand  Division, 
we  can  then  continue  to  wait  until  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion of  our  Order  meets  at  Honolulu,  or  Manilla. 
Verily,  procrastination  is  the  thief  of  time,  and 
we  are  guilty  of  criminal  negligence  in  not  pro- 
viding for  our  family.  If  you  want  anything  done, 
and  well  done,  do  it  yourself  and  then  you  will 
know  it  is  done  and  who  did  it.  Some  say  that  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors  is  not  strong 
enough  to  maintain  a  home  of  their  own.  Is  that 
so?  Twenty  thousand  conductors  in  America  in 
actual  employ.  There  may  be  ten  conductors  now 
in  the  Highland  Park  Home.  Take  those  out  and 
add  ten  more  to  them,  making  twenty  inmates  of 
the  conductors  Home.  20.030  conductors  at  fifty 
cents  permonth  raises  a  fund  of  510.000  each  month. 
Do  you  think  that  would  support  twenty  conductors 
that  are  disabled  and  need  our  assistance?  Well. 
I  guess  so.  But  you  say  the  30,000  conductors 
won't  give  the  fifty  cents  a  month.  They  won't? 
Why.  man.  there  is  not  a  conductor  belonging  to 
our  Order,  and  many  that  don't  belong  to  our 
Order,  but  that  gives  four  times  that  every  week 
to  some  poor  devil  who  needs  it.  They  are  the 
most  liberal  men  in  the  wide  world,  and  not  one  of 
them  if  they  went  to  Highland  Park  and  saw  our 
Brothers  there  and  their  condition,  but  that 
would  say.  yes.  sir.    I   will  sign  a  contract 
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to  pay  $10.00  oat  of  my  wages  each  year,  as  lone  as 
I  work  for  a  railway  company,  toward  the  support 
and  sustenance  of  these,  my  Brothers.  So  don't 
say  that  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  cannot 
conduct  a  Home  of  their  own.  if  they  choose. 

There  was  a  proposition  read  in  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion at  St.  Paul,  and  it  immediately  commenced 
to  snow,  and  consequently  the  proposition  was 
buried  underneath  about  four  feet  of  the  beautiful. 
But  I  think  it  is  liable  to  thaw  some  time,  and  then 
you  may  be  ready  to  examine  the  merits  of  that 
proposition,  which  was  in  toto:  To  district  four  or 
five  Divisions  of  the  Order  that  are  near  to  each 
other,  aggregating  a  membership  of  500  Conductors 
to  each  district,  each  Division  in  this  district  to 
send  a  delegate  to  a  Home  or  district  meeting, 
and  at  that  district  meeting  the  various  questions 
concerning  the  Order  at  large  would  be  discussed 
and  also  a  delegate  elected  to  represent  that  dis- 
trict at  the  Grand  Division.  Now  lets  see.  One 
delegate  to  every  500  Conductors,  means  51  dele- 
gates, which,  with  our  permanent  members  and 
Grand  Officers,  would  not  make  to  exceed  100 
members  of  the  Grand  Division.  These  100  men 
will  meet  in  Grand  Session,  transact  their  busi- 
ness in  about  one-half  the  time  it  takes  at  present, 
and  will  be  less  expensive  by  one-half  and  possibly 
make  a  saving  of  $25,000  each  year.  Now.  at  St. 
Paul,  legislation  was  enacted  that  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion pay  the  expenses  of  all  delegates,  to  the 
amount  of  $6.00  per  day.  &c.  Pour  hundred  and 
ten  delegates  at  $6.00  per  day.  on  an  average  of 
fifteen  days  each,  making  a  sum  total  of  $36,900. 
Under  the  district  plan  fifty-one  delegates,  at  $6.00 
per  day.  will  cost  $4,590.  Quite  a  difference,  I 
guess,  and  everybody  have  equal  representation! 
Now,  I  want  to  tell  you  candidly  that  a  mistake 
was  made  at  St.  Paul  in  snowing  that  proposition 
in.  but  it  will  thaw,  in  time,  and  then  you  will 
rescind  the  action  at  St.  Paul  and  examine  the 
merits  of  the  lost  cause.  See  if  you  don't. 

I  desire  to  say  to  some  of  the  real,  genuine 
Brothers,  who  contributed  their  mite  in  response 
to  my  letter  in  the  April  Conductor,  that  I  have 
received  the  following  amounts:  25  cents  from 
Indiana.  $1 00  from  Montreal.  $1.00  from  Michigan. 
$2.00  from  Winnipeg.  Man.,  and  $6.25  from  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary:  total.  $10.50,  which  amount  has 
been  forwarded  and  acknowledged  by  the  Sister 
referred  to.  and  a  letter  expressing  her  thanks  and 
appreciation  has  been  received  by  me. 

Our  insurance  is  a  grand,  good  thing,  inasmuch 
as  it  protects  and  provides  for  those  left  behind 
us  after  we  are  gone,  but  the  Relief  Fund  is  a 
grander,  better  thing  by  odds. 

Last  Sunday  was  our  Day  of  Sorrow  in  our  Divi- 
sion. Thirteen  of  our  members  have  passed  into 
the  great  beyond  since  the  institution  of  our 
Division  twenty  years  ago.  Our  able  Past  Chief 
Conductor.  Brother  H.  C.  Hatcher,  read  the  list 
and  delivered  that  beautiful  and  impressive  cere- 
monial at  the  grave  of  a  Brother,  and  all  the  mem- 
bers joined  in  the  responses.  Toledo  Division  is 
still  alive,  though  very  weak.  We  are  struggling 
after  a  fashion.  We  try  to  have  at  least  a  quorum  at 
each  meeting,  and  in  order  to  always  have  a  quorum 
present  we  only  ask  our  members  to  attend  Divi- 
sion meetings  twice  a  month,  second  and  fourth 
Sundays.  Now.  Toledo  Division  is  going  to  have 


a  grand  picnic,  and  you  are  all  invited  to  join  in 
with  us.  Bring  your  baskets  with  you.  I  don't 
know  just  what  date  yet.  but  that  don't  make  any 
difference,  come  anyway,  and  come  quick,  so  that 
you  will  be  sure  to  be  on  time,  and  wait  until  we 
do  have  it.  We  are  going  to  have  one  sure,  be- 
cause the  following  committee  is  appointed,  with 
power  to  act.  and  that  settles  it.  Chairman.  John 
Talty.  Now.  without  another  darned  conductor 
on  the  committee  but  John  it  would  be  a  go.  and  a 
success  too.  We  don't  need  any  mere,  only  just 
for  company's  sake.  But  gee  whiz,  look  at  the  rest 
of  them:  B.  O.  Smith.  Mart  Loop.  Dave  Myers. 
Prank  Zeiser  and  H.  C.  Hatcher.  What  do  you 
think  of  them?  Oh.  yes.  I  am  on  the  committee,  too. 
They  put  me  on  the  tail  end  of  the  committee  just 
so  that  I  would  write  it  up  for  The  Conductor. 
Well.  I  will  write  it  up.  and  if  they  don't  use  me 
pretty  well  I'll  roast  'em  good.  too. 
Toledo.  O.  B.  P.  Osborne. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Not  seeing  anything  from  Division  129.  and 
knowing  that  our  regular  correspondent  has  been 
out  of  the  city  for  some  time,  we  venture  from 
under  the  bush  of  retirement  to  answer  here  to 
the  roll  call  for  our  Division.  We  had  our  seventh 
annual  outing  on  June  27.  and  it  was  considered  by 
everyone  to  be  the  best  picnic  we  have  given  for 
years.  The  local  L.  A.  had  full  charge  of  refresh- 
ments and  made  quite  a  nice  little  sum  of  money. 
They  forgot  to  feed  the  O.  R.  C.  committee,  as  is 
customary,  to  pay  for  the-  privilege,  but  they 
handled  everything  so  nicely  that  the  committee 
is  now  fully  satisfied.  Sorry  the  Grand  Division 
failed  to  re-elect  Brother  Corbett  Grand  Junior 
Conductor,  but  we  are  glad  that  his  place  was 
filled  by  one  of  the  best  informed  and  most  loyal 
members  of  our  Order  and  we  await  eagerly  the 
time  of  his  visit  to  Tennessee  and  to  Knoxville. 
and  we  further  urge  that  he  visit  Knoxville  before 
Chattanooga,  as  we  have  250  more  inhabitants  as 
per  the  last  census.  (Brothers  Stone. and  Stegall. 
please  copy.)  Our  delegate  and  visitors  to  the 
St.  Paul  Grand  Division  say  they  were  well  taken 
care  of  and  that  St.  Paul  Division  has  jumped  a 
full  length  ahead  of  any  thing  in  modern  history 
as  to  entertainment.  We  said  when  we  saw  the 
interior  of  their  head  masters  at  Detroit,  that 
they  would  do  things  np  right  at  St.  Paul.  Our 
recent  memorial  exercises  were  well  carried  out 
and  fairly  well  attended.  The  committee,  com- 
posed of  Brothers  J.  S.  Hemy.  C.  W.  Connor  and 
C.  W.  Wright,  had  things  in  ship  shape.  A  nice 
program  bearing,  in  addition  to  the  exercise,  a 
list  of  all  deceased  members  of  Stanton  Division 
We  suggest  as  means  for  a  proper  spirit,  to  attend 
and  take  part  in  these  musical  exercises— a  wonder 
whether  or  not  our  own  names  will,  some  time  in 
the  future,  appear  on  the  list  from  year  to  year. 
Moral,  dead  people  are  usually  soon  forgotten,  but 
let  O.  R.  C.  members  be  ever  remembered  by 
their  Brothers.  Yours  as  ever  for  short  letters, 

Knoxville.  Tenn.  Duplex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  June  125  Division  33  attempted  for  the  first 
time  to  amuse  the  public,  and  incidentally  to 
gather  in  some  coin  from  sources  other  than  the 
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regulation  style  of  haying  the  members  stand  and 
deliver  to  the  S.  and  T.  How  well  the  public  were 
amused  can  best  be  told  in  the  unanimous  expres- 
sion. "I  never  had  just  such  a  good  time."  How 
much  coin  was  captured?— well,  there  are  some 
things  better  left  unsaid.  The  assessor  will  be 
around  pretty  soon,  you  know.  At  8  o'clock  a.  m. 
we  pulled  out  of  Bowling  Green  with  Engineer 
Stevens  (a  volunteer)  at  the  throttle,  and  six 
coaches  loaded  with  pleasure-seekers  directly 
behind  him.  At  Russellville  we  picked  up  about 
ISO  passengers,  a  brass  band  and  several  members 
of  our  Division,  who  are  employed  on  the  O.  &  N. 
division  of  the  L.  &  N.  Seven  miles  further  we 
stopped  to  spend  the  day.  Here  we  were  met  by 
one  of  nature's  noblemen.  Mr.  Jno.  I.  Ferguson, 
who  threw  open  the  gates  of  his  beautiful  park, 
with  the  assurance  that  we  were  to  be  the  mon- 
archs  of  that  domain.  The  crowd  soon  scattered, 
some  to  sit  in  solitude  and  commune  with  nature 
(none  did  this  but  the  committee),  others  to  dance, 
and  still  others  to  some  shady  spot  where  they 
could  visit  with  their  neighbors  in  a  much  pleas- 
anter  way  than  they  could  at  home.  Brother  B.  V. 
Salisbury  was  with  us.  as  was  Mrs.  Laura  Wyatt. 
widow  of  our  late  Brother  E.  G.  Wyatt.  and  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  those  people  enjoy  them- 
selves was  enough  to  pay  us  for  all  we  had  done. 
Nothing  occurred  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  the  day 
(we  had  previously  arranged  with  the  weather 
bureau),  and  when  Brother  Carter  announced  that 
it  was  time  to  board  the  train  for  home,  we  heard 
a  great  many  remarks  that  the  day  had  been  all 
too  short,  and  before  arriving  at  Bowling  Green 
the  committee  were  asked  if  a  repetition  of  the 
affair  was  a  likelihood.  Brother  Molan.  of  the  B. 
G.  yard,  and  Brother  Tooley.  of  the  O.  &  N.  road, 
have  placed  themselves  at  the  head  of  the  list  as 
hustlers,  each  one  having  sold  a  great  many  tick- 
ets, and  otherwise  worked  to  further  the  cause. 
To  all  members  are  due  the  thanks  of  the  commit- 
tee for  services  rendered.  By  no  means  must  we 
fail  to  mention  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson,  the  genial 
G.  A.  He  sold  tickets  from  start  to  finish,  and  on 
the  day  of  departure  did  all  he  possibly  could  to 
arrange  for  employes  to  attend. 

Just  a  line  or  two  on  another  subject:  Did  you 
notice  how  "Sic  Semper"  hit  us  in  The  Conduc- 
tor for  June?  Laid  us  out  on  the  first  round. 
Shake,  pard.  and  come  again,  you  may  pinch  me. 
but  you  will  not  hear  me  howl. 

Bowling  Green.  Ky.  J.  W.  Stebbins. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  the  course  of  coming  events,  characteristic  of 
summering  at  the  lake  side,  the  old  man  at  home 
alone,  a  widower,  indeed,  and  nothing  to  break 
the  awful  stillness  of  the  hour,  ye  scribe  takes 
the  opportunity  to  pen  a  few  lines  that  our  people 
may  know  that  the  doctor  is  not  off  on  a  summer 
vacation  or  fell  into  a  fit  of  despondency  and 
sought  to  drown  his  fit  of  melancholy  in  some 


silent  shade  of  forest  primeval,  or  in  the  silent 
shade  on  the  banks  of  a  swift  but  silent  river, 
gazing  into  its  murky  waters,  wondering  if  life  is 
worth  the  struggle  or  not.  or  will  I  go  on  for  their 
sake  and  be  a  man.  These  thoughts  surge  through 
the  brain  of  many  a  man  as  he  looks  back  upon 
his  past  life  and  is  now  fully  aware  of  his  short- 
comings, yes.  I  say  shortcomings,  for  it  is  nothing 
more  nor  less.  Shortcomings  in  the  home,  the 
dear  wife  and  little  ones  at  home  half  clad,  wait- 
ing and  wishing  for  day.  praying  that  something 
might  be  done  that  would  win  the  husband  and 
father  from  those  environments  that  has  a  tend- 
ency downward.  Oh.  the  curse  of  the  gambling 
bell !  Oh.  the  curse  of  the  cup !  Fathers,  hus- 
bands, wake  up  to  your  great  responsibility  I 
Those  dear  ones  at  home  that  you  have  sworn  to 
provide  for  and  protect,  just  over  there  in  the 
home  are  awaiting  for  you.  they  know  tbat  it  is 
pay  day  and  they  know  your  weakness.  Be  a  man 
today  and  don't  crush  her  heart  any  more,  for  she 
is  praying  for  you.  Yes.  boys,  there  will  come  a 
day  when  you  will  look  down  into  her  careworn 
face  for  the  last  time,  and  there  in  tbat  wrinkled 
face  standing  out  in  bold  type,  as  plain  as  pencil 
could  write  it.  I  killed  her  by  my  shortcomings. 
Boys  there  are  more  shortcomings  than  short- 
comings in  the  Division  room,  now  the  Division  is 
run  by  men,  without  men  it  would  cease  to  exist 
now  boys  we  need  your  help  and  we  can't  get  alone 
without  you.  If  you  value  the  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors  as  worth  anything  to  you.  yon  had 
better  study  up  and  find  out  where  you  are  at  A 
grievance  was  put  into  the  chairman's  hands  a 
short  time  ago  for  adjustment,  by  one  of  the 
Brothers,  one  who  would  go  as  far  on  a  dark  night 
to  flag  a  Brother  as  any  one  on  earth,  but  when  I 
looked  for  his  register  in  the  Division  room  I  found 
no  register  there:  in  fact  this  Brother  had  not  been 
in  the  Division  room  for  six  months,  although  run- 
ning into  the  Division  town,  now  boys,  this  is  not 
right.  We  need  your  help,  furthermore  the  con- 
stitution provides  that  when  a  Brother's  name 
does  not  appear  on  the  Division  register  within 
three  months,  without  reasonable  excuse,  your 
grievance  will  not  be  taken  under  advisement  by 
the  adjustment  committee,  so  boys  look  well  to 
this,  for  just  the  time  tbat  you  need  a  friend  that 
shortcomings  has  cut  you  short.  Dues  another 
shortcoming  when  they  should  be  met  A  M. 
Wright,  our  Chief  Conductor,  as  well  as  our  Sec- 
retary. Charley  Crist,  has  time  and  again  given 
warning  in  regard  to  these  shortcomings,  look 
well  to  this  matters  also.  Our  delegate,  the  hon- 
orable J.  B.  Wyman.  has  returned  from  the  St 
Paul  convention,  and  reports  a  good  time  and  lots 
of  hard  work,  and  we  hope  lots  of  good  work.  The 
committee  of  adjustment  is  about  to  take  up  their 
semi-annual  conference  with  the  general  officers, 
and  hope  in  our  next  to  be  able  to  tell  of  great 
good  done  for  our  boys  in  more  ways  than  one. 
Chadron.  Neb.  A.  F.  Ward. 
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MUTUAL  BENEFIT  FRATERNAL  INSURANCE. 


(e)    Conditions  of  Contract— Present  and 
Subsequent  Laws. 

In  entering  into  a  contract  of  member- 
ship and  insurance  in  a  mutual  benefit 
association,  it  is  lawful  and  usual  for  the 
parties  to  agree  upon  the  terms  and  qual- 
ify the  liability  with  whatever  restric- 
tions or  conditions  they  see  fit.  If  these 
conditions  and  provisions  are  not  against 
the  policy  of  the  law,  and  apply  alike  to 
all  the  members  of  a  class,  they  will  be 
valid. 

There  may  be  a  number  of  qualifica- 
tions of  the  liability  of  a  mutual  insur- 
ance association,  such  as  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  premium  assessments,  the  ob- 
servance of  certain  rules  as  to  residence, 
employment,  habits,  etc.,  and  a  total  ex- 
emption from  liability  if  death  results 
from  certain  causes  or  occurs  under  spe- 
cific circumstances .  The  contract  obliga- 
tions of  benefit  societies  and  their  mem- 
bers differ  somewhat  from  that  of  ordin- 
ary life  insurance  contracts.  It  is  com- 
petent, within  certain  bounds  and  by 
mutual  consent,  for  other  conditions  or 
terms  to  be  added  to  the  contract  of  a 
mutual  benefit  association.  The  member, 
in  becoming  such,  usually  agrees  to  be 
bound  by  laws  subsequently  enacted,  as 
well  as  those  in  force  at  the  time  of  his 
joining  the  society,  and  thus,  in  one 
sense,  the  contract  is  uncertain  until  the 
liability  is  determined  by  the  death  of 
the  member.  The  certificate,  together 
with  the  charter  and  by-laws,  are  to  be 
looked  to  for  the  contract.  # 

(/)    Condition  as  to  Future  Conduct. 

The  inquiry  should  be  with  every  mem- 
ber of  a  fraternal  insurance  association, 
what  acts  or  circumstances  will  release 
the  insurer  or  association,  which,  but  for 
such  acts  or  circumstances,  would  be 
liable  to  the  member  or  his  beneficiary. 
It  is  competent  for  a  member  to  warrant 


that  he  will  or  will  not  do  certain  things 
and  the  word  "guarantee"  has  been  held 
to  be  equivalent  to  warrant.  But  such  a 
stipulation  must  be  incorporated  in  the 
certificate.  An  oral  representation  as  to 
a  future  fact,  honestly  made,  can  have 
no  effect;  for  if  it  is  a  mere  statement  of 
an  expectation,  subsequent  disappoint- 
ment will  not  prove  that  it  was  untrue; 
and  if  it  is  a  promise  that  a  certain  state 
of  facts  shall  exist  or  continue  during 
the  term  of  the  policy,  it  ought  to  be 
embodied  in  the  written  contract.  A  con- 
dition that  the  member  "shall  in  every 
particular,  comply  with  all  the  laws,  rules 
and  requirements,"  is  broad  enough  to 
require  the  total  abstinence  from  the  use 
of  liquors  as  a  beverage;  prohibit  travel 
or  residence  beyond  a  certain  limit;  the 
engaging  in  a  prohibited  business;  enter- 
ing the  military  service;  vicious  and  im- 
moral conduct;  death  from  violation  of 
law;  suicide  under  certain  conditions,  etc. 

(g)   Must  Know  and  Observe  the  Law. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  member  of  a  fraternal 
insurance  society  to  know  the  law  gov- 
erning the  same.  The  law  will  not  excuse 
ignorance  of  the  law,  rules  and  usages 
and  eguity  will  only  relieve  when  the  as- 
sociation has  been  misleading.  Among 
the  important  items  of  knowledge  ascer- 
tainable by  every  member  is  the  time  of 
payment  of  assessments;  when  such  time 
may  be  extended,  and  when  excused  for 
non-payment.  If  these  be  not  rigidly  ob- 
served the  law  of  forfeiture  prevails  and 
the  membership  ceases  until  reinstated. 
If  not  reinstated  the  member  "looses 
out"  and  his  previous  payments  are  sac- 
rificed to  the  society.  Prompt  payment 
of  dues  and  assessments  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of,  and  a  strict  compliance 
with  the  rules,  and  requirements  of  a 
fraternal  or  mutual  benefit  association 
are  essential  to  good  membership. 
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OFFICIAL  CHANGES. 


E.  T.  Jeffrey  has  been  chosen  president 
of  the  Rio  Grande  Western. 

F.  I.  Gowen  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Hot  Springs  Railroad. 

M.  L.  Sykes  has  resigned  as  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern. 

George  L.  Potter  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

D.  C.  Dodge  has  resigned  as  second 
vice-president  of  the  Rio  Grande  Western. 

J.  F.  Holden  has  been  elected  second 
vice-president  of  the  Choctaw  Oklahoma 
&  Gulf . 

Eugene  E.  Osborn  has  been  elected 
vice-president  of  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western. 

W.  B.  Jansen  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  the  president  of  the  Atchison 
Topeka  &  Santa  Fe. 

Edgar  Van  Etten  has  been  elected  sec- 
ond vice-president  of  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral &  Hudson  River. 

L.  F.  Loree,  president  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio,  has  been  appointed  receiver  of 
the  Pittsburg  &  Western. 

W.  H.  Carlton  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Tennessee  Central. 
Office  at  Emery  Gap,  Tenn. 

Ralph  Peters  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  P.  C.  C.  &  St. 
L.   Office  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

J.  J.  Turner  has  been  elected  fourth 
vice-president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lines. 
Headquarters  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

E.  H.  Utley  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie. 
Headquarters  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

L.  G.  Haas  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant to  the  general  manager  of  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio,  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

Daniel  Willard  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  the  president  of  the  Erie. 
Headquarters  at  New  York,  N.  Y. 

F.  R.  Rockwell  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Rio  Grande  Junc- 
tion, vice  W.  G.  Choate,  resigned. 

E.  H.  Stagg  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  Randsburg  Railway. 
Headquarters  at  Johannesburg,  Calif. 


J.  R.  Whitney  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Lehigh  &  New  Eng- 
land.  Headquarters  at  Pen  Argyl,  Pa. 

C.  P.  Brown  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Tifton  Thorn  as  ville 
8c  Gulf.   Headquarters  at  Moultrie,  Ga. 

George  L.  Peck  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Lines.   Headquarters  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

F.  E.  Dewey  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Detroit  South- 
ern.  Headquarters  at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

E.  F.  Potter  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  Davenport  Rock  Island 
&  Northern,  vice  E.  E.  Hughs,  resigned. 

W.  C.  Brown  has  been  elected  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern.  Headquarters  at  Cleveland,  O. 

H.  I.  Miller  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  Terre  Haute  &  Indian- 
apolis.  Headquarters  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

H.  J.  Allen  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant general  manager  of  the  United  Verde 
&  Pacific.  Headquarters  at  Jerome,  Ariz. 

G.  C.  Jones  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  middle  division  of  the 
Grand  Trunk.   Headquarters  at  Toronto, 

Ont. 

F.  W.  Egan  has  been  elected  superin- 
tendent 01  the  western  division  of  the 
Grand  Trunk.  Headquarters  at  Detroit, 
Mich. 

F.  E.  House  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Duluth  8c  Iron  Range  and  Duluth 
Missabe  8c  Northern.  Headquarters  at 
Duluth,  Minn. 

William  Cotter  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  Iron 
Mountain  &  Southern.  Headquarters  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

V.  A.  Riton  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Pocahontas  division  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western.  Headquarters  at 
Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

J.  W.  Kendrick,  second  vice-president 
of  the  Northern  Pacific,  has  been  elected 
third  vice-president  of  the  Atchison  To- 
peka &  Santa  Fe. 

Beni.  McKeen  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  main  line  of  the  Terre 
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Haute  &  Indianapolis.  Headquarters  at 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

J.  G.  Loston  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Dubuque  division  of  the 
Illinois  Central 

C.  R.  Fitch  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  entire  Erie  system.  Head- 
quarters at  New  York,  N.  Y. 

W.  G.  Pearce  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Northern  Pacific. 
Headquarters  at  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Thomas  Cooper  has  been  appointed 
assistant  to  the  president  of  the  Northern 
Pacific.   Headquarters  at  Seattle,  Wash. 

J.  C.  Moorhead  has  been  appointed 
assistant  general  manager  of  the  entire 
Erie  system.  Headquarters  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

E.  Dailey  has  been  appointed  trainmas- 
ter of  the  Amboy  district,  Freeport  divi- 
sion of  the  Illinois  Central,  with  office  at 
Freeport,  111. 

W.  C.  Downing  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Peoria  division  of 
the  Terre  Haute  &  Indianapolis.  Office 
at  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

W.  S.  Palmer  has  been  appointed  divis- 
ion superintendent  of  the  western  divis- 
ion of  the  Southern  Pacific.  Headquarters 
at  Sacramento,  Calif. 

G.  T.  Taylor  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Plymouth  division  or  the 
New  York  New  Haven  &  Hartford.  Head- 
quarters at  Boston,  Mass. 

Stephen  Payne  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistent  superintendent  of  the  Pocahontas 
division  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western.  Head- 
quarters at  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

H.  C.  Phillips  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Chicago  division  of 
the  Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe.  Head- 
quarters at  Fort  Madison,  la. 

Thos.  B.  Hamilton  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Erie  &  Ashtabula 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  company. 
Headquarters  at  Newcastle,  Pa. 

B.  F.  Yoakum  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Ft.  Worth  &  Rio  Grande,  vice 
H.  C.  Wicker.  W.  B.  King  has  been 
elected  vice-president  and  superinten- 
dent. 

R.  C.  Bowdish  has  resigned  as  train- 
master of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  to 
accept  the  position  of  assistant  superin- 
tendent on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific. 
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W.  W.  Miller  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Fort  Worth,  Henrietta  and 
Dennison  divisions  and  Sherman  branch 
of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas.  Office 
at  Dennison,  Texas. 

H.  G.  Farrar,  formerly  trainmaster  of 
the  Southern  Railway  at  Columbus,  Miss., 
has  been  transferred  to  Birmingham,  Ala., 
as  trainmaster.  Mr.  J.  F.  Egan  succeeds 
Mr.  Farrar  at  Columbus. 

J.  B.  Connors,  superintendent  of  term* 
inals  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western,  has  been 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  Scioto 
Valley  division  of  that  road.  Headquar- 
ters at  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

J.  S.  Matson  has  resigned  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie.  It 
is  said  that  he  is  to  become  assistant  to 
the  president  of  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range 
and  Duluth  Missabe  &  Northern. 

G.  W.  Dowe  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  New  York  Susquehanna 
&  Western  and  Wilkesbarre  &  Eastern 
roads,  which  are  part  of  the  Erie  system. 
Headquarters  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

W.  H.  Newman,  president  of  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern,  has  been 
chosen  president  of  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral &  Hudson  River  and  will  have  juris- 
diction over  all  territory  embraced  by 
both  lines. 

J.  C.  Gleason  has  resigned  as  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Cincinnati  Ports- 
mouth &  Virginia.  Mr.  Gleason  has  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  superintendent  of 
the  southern  division  of  the  Detroit  South- 
ern, it  is  said. 

J.  D.  Brennan,  formerly  trainmaster  of 
the  western  division  of  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern,  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  division 
of  the  Toledo  St.  Louis  &  Western.  Head- 
quarters at  Charleston,  111. 

A..  H.  Smith,  since  April  1,  assistant 
general  superintendent  of  the  Lake  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern,  has  again  been 
promoted  and  now  holds  the  position  of 
general  superintendent  of  that  company,  . 
vice  P.  S.  Blodgett,  resigned- 

P.  S.  Blodgett,  formerly  general  super- 
intendent or  the  Lake  Snore  &  Michigan 
Southern,  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  New  York  Central 
&  Hudson  River  to  succeed  Edgar  Van 
Etten,  chosen  second  vice-president. 
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SYSTEM  P 

The  following  plan  of  system  federation 
has  been  approved  by  the  Conventions  or 
Grand  Divisions  of  the  five  organizations 
named  therein,  and  is  now  available  for 
the  use  of  the  membership  of  the  organi- 
zations on  any  system  where  they  desire 
to  nse  it: 

"Section  1.  The  membership  of  any 
of  the  following  named  organizations: 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers, 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Fireman, 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  Brother- 
hood of  Railroad  Trainmen  and  Order  of 
Railroad  Telegraphers,  may  federate  as 
hereinafter  provided  on  any  system  of 
railway,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  any 
complaint  which  may  be  presented  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  laws  of  the  organiza- 
tion aggrieved,  and  in  accordance  with 
requirements  herein  contained. 

No  organization  participating  in  this 
Federation  or  members  thereof,  shall  be 
or  become  a  part  of  any  other  Federation, 
organization  or  alliance  of  railway  em- 
ployes. 

Sec.  2.  Where  federation  hereunder 
is  desired  on  any  system,  the  proposition 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  membership  on 
the  system  by  the  Chairmen  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committees  or  Boards  of  Adjustment 
of  the  organizations  desiring  to  federate, 
through  the  members  of  the  General 
Committees  or  Boards  of  Adjustment. 
When  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the 
organization  have  voted  in  favor  of  feder- 
ating, the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the 
General  Committee  or  Board  of  Adjust- 
ment may  sign  a  copy  of  these  articles 
with  the  Chairmen  and  Secretaries  of  the 
other  organizations  which  have  also  voted 
to  federate  and  the  copies  so  signed  shall 
be  forwarded  to  the  Chief  Executives  of 
the  organizations  party  to  the  Federation, 
for  their  approval,  and  when  so  approved 
shall  be  effective. 

Sec  3.  Complaints  from  the  mem- 
bers of  any  organization  shall  be  handled 
by  that  organization  in  accord  with 
its  laws  and  through  its  regular  commit- 
tees. When  the  General  Committee  or 
Board  of  Adjustment  find  it  impossible 
to  adjust  a  complaint  or  case  legally 
placed  in  their  hands,  the  Secretary  of 
such  Committee  or  Board  shall  forward 
to  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  organiza- 


tion a  full  and  complete  statement  of  the 
complaint,  and  the  action  taken,  which 
shall  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the 
Committee.  When  directed  by  the  Chief 
Executive  (in  person,  in  writing;  or  by 
telegraph),  copies  of  this  statement,  with 
notice  of  time  and  place  of  meeting-,  shall 
be  forwarded  by  the  officers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  or  Board  of  Adjustment 
to  the  Chairmen  and  Secretaries  of  the 
General  Committees  or  Boards  of  Adjust- 
ment of  the  organizations  party  to  the 
Federation. 

Sec.  4.  On  receipt  of  statement  as 
provided  in  Section  3,  the  Chairman  and 
Secretary  of  any  General  Committee  or 
Board  of  Adjustment  representing  an  or- 
ganization participating  in  the  Federa- 
tion, shall  answer  the  call  in  person, 
meeting  the  others  at  a  time  ana  place 
named.  When  so  convened,  the  several 
General  Chairmen  and  Secretaries  shall 
constitute  the  Federated  Board  for  that 
system,  and  shall  organize  by  the  election 
of  a  Chairman  and  a  Secretary,  who  shall 
serve  until  their  successors  are  elected. 
After  such  organization,  they  shall,  if 
they  approve  the  complaint,  exert  every 
honorable  effort  to  adjust  the  same. 

Sec  5.  When  the  Federated  Board 
have,  after  exhausting  all  honorable 
efforts,  failed  to  adjust  the  complaint  re^ 
ferred  to  them,  and  when  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive officer  of  the  organization  aggrieved 
is  prepared  to  approve  a  strike,  he  may 
convene  the  Chief  Executives  of  all  organ- 
izations represented  in  the  Federation, 
and  in  the  event  of  it  becoming  necessary 
to  inaugurate  a  strike,  the  same  shall  be 
authorized  only  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
the  Federated  Board  and  the  consent  of 
the  Chief  Executives  of  the  organizations 
represented. 

Sec  6.  Should  a  strike  be  inaugura- 
ted, the  Chief  Executive  of  the  organiza- 
tion aggrieved  shall  be  the  recognized 
leader.  Two-thirds  of  the  Federated 
Board  together  with  the  Chief  Execu- 
tives shall  have  power  to  declare  a  strike 
off. 

Sec  7.  The  expenses  incurred  in  the 
settlement  of  any  complaint  (or  in  case 
of  a  strike)  shall  be  paid  by  each  or- 
ganization in  accordance  with  the  provis- 
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ions  of  their  respective  constitutions  and 
by-laws. 

Sec.  8.  Any  organization  that  is  a  part 
of  this  Federation,  failing  to  comply  with 
the  rules  and  regulations  contained  here- 
in, shall  not  receive  any  support  or  recog- 
nition from  any  organization  embraced 
in  this  Federation  on  the  system  upon 
which  the  violation  occurs;  but  no  organ- 
ization will  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
this  Federation  by  reason  of  the  acts 
of  its  representatives,  or  its  individual 
members,  until  such  time  as  it  has  ap- 
proved of  the  action  by  failure  to  disci- 
pline the  parties  at  fault,  and  then  only 
after  proper  trial  and  conviction  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  the  Federated  Board, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Executives  of 
the  organizations,  parties  hereto.  An  or- 
ganization on  trial  shall  have  no  vote  in 
the  Federated  Board  during  its  own  trial. 

Sec.  9.  If  a  Federation  is  formed  on 
any  system  which  does  not  include  all 
the  organizations  herein  named,  .  the 
•  others  shall  be  eligible  to  membership, 
and  may  file  application  for  such  mem- 
bership with  the  Secretary  of  the  Feder- 
rated  Board.  Upon  receipt  of  such  ap- 
plication, he  will  forward  the  same  to 
the  Chairman  of  each  General  Committee, 
or  Board  of  Adjustment,  party  to  the  Fed- 
eration who  will  in  turn  submit  it  to  his 
associates.  Upon  receipt  of  the  vote  of 
his  associates,  he  shall  file  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Federated  Board  the  vote  of 
his  organization  in  accordance  therewith, 
and  the  organization  applying  for  mem- 
bership shall  be  admitted  if  a  majority  of 
the  organiz  itions,  party  to  the  Federa- 
tion, vote  in  favor  of  such  admission. 

Sec.  10.  An  organization  on  any  system 
may  withdraw  from  Federation  for  that 
system  hereunder  by  submitting  such 
proposition  to  the  membership  of  that 
organization  on  the  system  and  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  vote  in  favor  of 
withdrawal,  the  General  Chairman  and 
Secretary  of  that  organization  shall 
notify,  in  writing,  the  Chairman  and 
Secretary  of  the  Federated  Board  for  that 
system,  and  the  Chief  Executive  of  the 
organization  withdrawing.  The  with- 
drawal shall  be  effective  fifteen  days  after 
date  of  notice  to  officers  of  Federated 
Board. 

Sec.  11.  These  Articles  may  be  revised, 
altered  or  amended  by  concurrence  of  all 
of  the  Executives  of  the  organizations, 
parties  hereto. 

P.  M.  Arthur,  B.  L.  E. 

F.  P.  Sargent,  B.  L.  F. 

E.  E.  Clark,  O.  R.  C. 

P.  H.  Morrissey,  B.  R.  T. 

M.  M.  Dolphin,  O.  R.  T." 
It  should  be  carefully  noted  that  the 
prerequisite  for  formation  of  the  plan  is 
proper  organization  of  the  General  Com- 
mittees or  Boards  of  Adjustment.  Some 
slight  changes  have  been  recently  legally 


made  in  this  plan,  which  is  the  plan  gen- 
erally spoken  of  as  "The  Cedar  Rapids 
Plan."  If  the  membership  on  any  system 
desire  to  make  use  of  this,  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  take  a  vote  of  the  membership 
as  provided  in  Section  2  of  the  plan,  as 
any  vote  that  has  been  taken  in  the  past 
is  not  applicable  to  the  present  plan  or 
present  conditions.  Copies  of  the  plan 
for  use  of  committees  in  signing  agree- 
ments for  federation  can  be  secured  by 
the  committees  of  any  of  the  organiza- 
tions upon  application  to  their  Chief 
Executive. 

This  plan  having  been  made  available, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  use  it,  and  no 
other,  where  federation  is  desired,  and  it 
should  also  be  understood  that  the  mem- 
bership or  committees  on  any  system 
have  no  authority  to  amend  or  modify 
the  plan  in  any  particular.  It  is  especi- 
ally desirable  in  forming  federations 
under  it  that  the  official  copies  above  re- 
ferred to  should  be  used  Federation 
should  not  be  entered  into  in  the  spirit  of 
selfishness.  It  simply  means  lending 
assistance  to  others  when  assistance  is 
needed.  No  organization  should  enter 
into  federation  unless  they  expect  to  give 
that  assistance  to  others,  just  as  they 
would  expect  others  to  give  assistance  to 
them  under  like  conditions.  No  organi- 
zation should  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
get  a  case  before  the  federated  board  un- 
less it  be  one  in  which  they  would  be 
willing  to  go  to  the  full  extreme  provided 
in  their  laws  if  no  federation  existed. 


When  you  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name.  Division  number  and  address. 

The  Secretary  of  Division  7  tells  us  that 
that  Division  will  take  a  recess  during 
the  months  of  July  and  August.  Regular 
meetings  will  be  resumed  on  Sept.  8. 

We  are  indebted  to  Brother  H.  H.  Green- 
leaf,  Secretary  of  Division  159,  for  a  very 
complete  and  neatly  compiled  typewritten 
list  of  members,  with  their  addresses. 

Read  our  splendid  offer  among  the  ad- 
vertisements whereby  you  can  secure  one 
of  the  "Official  Standard"  17  jeweled  Ball 
watches  without  the  outlay  of  a  penny. 

4 

Grand  Chief  Conductor  Clark  will  go 
away  on  a  vacation  trip  July  15.  Mail 
can  be  addressed  to  him  as  usual  and 
will  receive  attention  from  Assistant 
Grand  Chief  Conductor  Garretson,  who 
will  have  charge,  and  who  will  be  author 
ized  to  open  all  mail,  even  if  marked 
"personal." 
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Brother  D.  B.  Kingery,  Secretary  of 
Division  151,  desires  the  addresses  of 
Brothers  G.  L.  Cleaver,  C.  P.  Randall,  T. 
J.  Tonney,  and  J.  J.  Freeman,  of  that 
Division. 

Division  55  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  will 
meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  months 
of  July,  August  and  September.  Other 
meetings  for  these  months  have  been  sus- 
pended. Regular  meetings  will  be  re- 
sumed October  1st. 

The  son  of  a  former  member  of  Divi- 
sion 209,  at  Pocatello,  Idaho,  desires  to 
learn  the  address  of  his  father,  Edwin 
Francis.  Any  information  will  be  thank- 
fully received  by  J.  D.  Francis,  conductor 
S.  P.  Ry.,  San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif. 

Puebla  Division  411  was  organized  at 
Puebla,  Mexico,  on  June  23d  by  Brother 
Wilkins,  G.  S.  C.  The  directory  officers 
are  Brother  J.  C.  Schoolfield,  Chief  Con- 
ductor, National  Hotel;  Brother  J.  Affan- 
tranger,  Secretary,  Calle  Meson  de  Sosa 
No.  13.  They  will  meet  on  the  first  and 
third  Wednesdays  of  each  month.  8  p.  m. 

We  were  the  recipient  of  a  pretty  two- 
step  and  march,  entitled  "From  Coast  to 
Coast,"  written  by  Nellie  S.  Smith,  wife 
of  Brother  J.  T.  Smith,  of  Division  17, 
and  dedicated  to  the  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors.  We  have  added  it  to  our 
repertoire  and  return  thanks  to  the  donor 
for  furnishing  us  one  of  the  prettiest 
pieces  we  have. 

The  following  Division  Cards  have 
been  lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

DIV.  NO.  NAME.  CARD  NO. 

1  J.  M.  Bowling    9426 

59-  James  McElroy   3183 

69  W.  J.  Arendale  __  8437 

88   S.  Whiting...  6193 

96  T.  J.  Kelly  10334 

97  R.  B.  Miller   10900 

98  C.  E.  Falkenberry   3442 

241..  W.  H.  Brown  _.   9489 

244  A.  R.  Young   2348 

260—  -N.  S.  White   _.  7255 

262  W.  D.  Davis    3004 

282   T.  C.  Prewitt   10751 

299   C.  H.  Davis    9590 

316-  — G.  B.  Ingalls—   10007 

367  W.  H.  Davis    8525 

380..  F.  D.  Orr—  1956 

4 

Typographical  Union  No.  6  says  that 
in  an  effort  to  deceive  the  public  and 
induce  advertisers  to  renew  their  patron- 
age of  its  columns,  the  New  York  Sun 
has  sent  out  a  proof  sheet  of  what  pur- 
ports to  be  the  result  of  an  investigation 


of  its  trouble  with  the  printers  and  stereo- 
typers.  This  investigation  is  said  to 
have  been  made  by  the  Central  Labor 
Union.  The  Central  Labor  Union,  as  a 
congress  of  delegates  from  organized 
branches  of  industry,  has  been  out  of  ex- 
istence more  than  two  years.  The  Cen- 
tral Federated  Uaion,  by  which  name  the 
body  is  now  known,  and  which  is  com- 
posed of  120  unions,  having  a  member- 
ship of  150,000,  fully  endorses  the  fight 
of  the  printers  and  stereotypers,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  report  of  their  mi  nates 
that  No.  6  are  sending  out  in  connection 
with  this  notice. 

4 

Brbther  J.  L.  Malloy,  of  Division  218, 
desires  to  know  the  address  of  dispatcher 
S.  W.  Cram,  formerly  of  the  Plant  system 
at  Charleston,  S.  C.  Any  Brother  know- 
ing of  this  man  will  kindly  communicate 
with  Brother  J.  L.  Malloy,  128  Calhoun 
Street,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

A  copy  of  the  new  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  has  been  mailed  from  the  Grand 
Secretary's  office  to  each  member  of  the 
Order,  as  shown  by  the  address  lists  here. 
If  any  member  has  failed  to  receive  it  a 
copy  will  be  mailed  to  him  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  upon  receipt  of  request,  giving 
correct  address.  It  is  hoped  that  every 
member  will  carefully  read  the  laws  and 
thus  become  familiar  with  them. 

.  Four  Dollars'  Worth  For  Onk.— 
"The  Des  Moines  Daily  News,"  a  com- 
plete daily  newspaper  with  the  full  As- 
sociated Press  dispatches  by  leased  wire, 
including  daily  market  reports  and  all  the 
news  of  Iowa  and  the  world,  is  sent  by 
mail  for  $1  a  year,  75  cents  for  six  months, 
50  cents  for  three  months,  25  cents  for  one 
month.  "The  News"  is  a  family  paper, 
free  from  abuse  and  fair  to  all.  Its  chil- 
dren's department  alone  is  worth  the 
price  of  the  paper  and  its  literary  feat- 
ures are  unexcelled.  Its  circulation  ex- 
ceeds that  of  any  four  other  Iowa  dailies 
conbined.  Address,  "The  News,"  Des 
Moines,  Iowa. 

In  a  recent  lecture  to  his  class  in  an- 
thropology, Prof.  Frederick  Starr,  of  the 
University  of  Chicago,  classed  the  shirt 
waist  man  as  a  degenerate,  along  with 
tatooed  people  and  men  who  part  their 
hair  in  the  middle.  Darwin,  in  his  "Origin 
of  Species,"  says  that  climate  and  in- 
dividual association  is  the  cause  for  each 
new  species.  With  our  limited  knowledge 
it  would  be  difficult  to  specifically  classify 
which  head  gave  rise  to  this  new  creation, 
but  we  will  venture  to  assert  that  this 
new  species  of  mankind  enjoyed  life  far 
better  during  the  sweltering  days  of  the 
first  part  of  this  month  than  did  the  pro- 
fessor.  But— what's  in  a  name,  anyhow? 
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"Why  is  it  that  The  Chicago  Record- 
Herald  not  only  prints  the  most  complete 
reports  from  Washington,  but  that  it  so 
frequently  'beats'  all  other  papers  in 
forecasting  action  by  congress  which  is 
invariably  confirmed  by  subsequent  de- 
velopments?" This  question  is  put  by  a 
subscriber  in  Iowa.  The  reason  is  that 
at  the  head  of  The  Record- Herald's  able 
staff  in  Washington  is  Walter  Wellman, 
the  arctic  explorer,  famous  writer  and 
remarkable  news-gatherer.  His  intimate 
acquaintance  and  nigh  standing  with  the 
men  who  make  news  at  the  capital,  his 

f'rasp  of  the  political  situation  gained  by 
ong  experience,  is  reflected  in  his  daily 
reports  to  The  Record-Herald.  He  is  al 
ways  sure.  He  never  guesses  at  random. 

President  James  O'Connell,  of  the  In- 
ternational Association  of  Machinists,  in 
an  official  circular  dated  Washington,  D. 
C,  June  17,  recites  the  fact  that  their  or- 
ganization is  engaged  in  a  battle  for  the 
establishment  of  a  nine-hour  day  without 
any  reduction  in  pay.  He  states  that 
many  men  are  involved  who  do  not  be- 
long to  their  union  and  who  are,  there- 
fore, dependent  for  sustenance  on  those 
who  took  the  precaution  to  join  their  or- 
ganization before  being  compelled  to  do 
so  through  necessity.  He  says  the  suc- 
cess of  the  movement  depends  entirely 


upon  the  action  of  these  men;  that  if 
they  go  back  to  work  before  the  nine- 
hour  day  is  inaugurated,  the  cause  is 
lost,  or  at  least  set  back  for  some  time. 
He  says  the  only  way  to  keep  these  men 
in  line  is  to  take  care  of  them  the  same 
as  members,  and  to  do  this,  funds  are 
urgently  needed.  He  appeals  to  trades 
unionists  in  other  classes  to  contribute, 
as  they  feel  they  can,  for  this  purpose. 
He  urges  prompt  and  liberal  response  to 
this  appeal,  and  asks  that  all  contribu- 
tions be  sent  to  Geo.  Preston,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  82-85  Corcoran  Building, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Professor  Von  Schrenk,  of  the  Shaw 
School  of  Botany,  and  an  attache  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
who  is  an  expert  authority  on  forests  and 
forest-tree  diseases,  has  been  experiment- 
ing with  wood  preservatives  at  the  Somer- 
ville,  Texas,  tie  preserving  plant  of  the 
Santa  Fe,  and  has  achieved  some  notable 
results  from  a  theoretical  standpoint, 
which  actual  time  tests  promise  to  con- 
firm. 

The  problem  of  timber  preservation  is 
a  serious  one  with  railways,  and  much 
attention  is  being  given  to  it  by  a  num- 
ber of  the  leading  lines  besides  the  Santa 
Fe. 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  is  not  correct,  detach  this 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us: 

Change  Ordered  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 

CHANGE  OF  A0DRE88. 

Name — . —  Division  Jilo  

Box  or  Street  and  No  — 

Postofflce  State  

OLD  AD0RE88 

Postofflce  State  


ie-Be  Sore  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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BowMAN-Brother  C.  T.  Bowman.  Division  253.  Ashland,  Wis. 
B*OWN-Brother  A.  K.  Brown,  Division  331.  Columbia.  Pa. 

Ca raway— Brother  F.  X.  Caraway.  Division  297.  Somerset.  Ky. 

Culligan— Three  children  of  Brother  J.  E.  Cnliigan,  Division  73,  Ashtabnla.  O. 

Davenport— Brother  C.  E.  Davenport.  Division  370.  Providence,  R.  I. 
DETwiLER-Brother  F.  E.  Detwiler.  Division  85.  Winston.  Arizona. 
DiLLON-Brotber  J.  E.  Dillon,  Division  115.  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Don  NELLY -Daughter  of  Brother  T.  J.  Donnelly,  Division  9,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

Gaffev— Brother  M.  Gafley.  Division  164.  Eaele  Grove.  Iowa. 
Gaines— Father  of  Brother  C.  H.  Gaines.  Division  320.  Dayton.  Ohio. 
GORMAN-Brother  J.  Gorman.  Division  93.  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa, 
GniFFiN-Brotber  Mat  Griffin,  Division  164.  Eagle  Grove.  Iowa. 

Hough— Brother  J,  Hough .  Division  291.  Hoboken.  N.J. 

Landers— Brother  W.  C.  Landers.  Division  43.  E.  Syracnse.  N.  Y. 
LYNCH-Father  of  Brother  Thos.  Lynch,  Division  9.  Elmira.  N.  Y. 

MASSEY-Wifeof  Brother  D.  E.  Massey.  Division  159,  Mexico.  Mex. 
M c Elh aney   Brother  J.  L.  McElhaney,  Division  1,  Chicago.  III. 
MoRRls-BrotherJ.  S.  Morris.  Division  131.  Little  Rock.  Ark. 

OnsBY-Brother  Jas.  Ousey.  Division  54.  New  York.  N.  Y. 

Phillips—  Brother  G.  C.  Phillips,  Division  298.  Herrington.  Kans. 
PoLHAMUS-Brother  Theodore  Polhamus.  Division  374.  Elmira.  N.  Y. 

Reid— Brother  T.  J.  Reid.  Division  316,  Upton  Works.  Mich. 

Shrkve—  Son  of  Brother  J.  W.  Shreve,  Division  406,  Monmouth.  IB. 
SiMPSON-BrotherT.  L.  Simpson.  Division  212.  Slater.  Mo. 

THOMAS-Brother  W.  B.  Thomas.  Division  24,  St.  Albans.  Vt. 

Walters— Brother  W.  W.  Walters.  Division  143.  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Wain  WRIGHT—  Brother  S.  L.  WainwriKht.  Division  251.  Pine  Bluff.  Ark. 

Yovng— Brother  D.  W.  Young.  Division  76,  San  Antonio.  Texas, 
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BY  W.  D.  ANDERSON. 


"Hello,  Pickles!  hain't  seen  you  fer  a 
week." 

"Hello,  Harry." 

Such  was  the  greeting  between  two 
youths  at  Melville's  store,  a  country  re- 
pository for  everything  under  the  sun 
from  a  needle  to  a  mower. 

"I've  just  come  down  on  an  errand. 
We're  pretty  busy  up  our  way  harvesting 
and  haying  and  I  don't  see  very  much  of 
town  or  you  either,  Harry." 

'  •  I  should  say  not ;  but  have  you  heard 
the  news?" 

"Don't  hear  nothing  up  our  way." 

"Well,  last  night  a  gang  of  robbers 
stopped  the  fast  train  at  Montrose  and 
shot  the  engineer  and  blowed  open  the 
door  of  the  express  car  and  stole  a  million 
dollars." 

"Whew!" 

"Yes,  they  all  had  Winchester  rifles  and 
kept  up  a  shootin'  that  we  folks  down 
here  thought  was  a  fourth  of  July  over 
agin." 

"Have  they  ketched  'em  yet,  Harry?" 

"Ketched  'em,"  said  Harry,  with  a  look 
of  disgust  on  his  face;  "why,  they's  a 
hundred  of  'em  and  they've  got  a  whole 
wagon  load  of  guns." 

Thus  the  two  companions  conversed 
about  a  robbery  that  had  taken  place  at  a 
small  station  on  the  T.  C.  &  R.  the  night 
before,  and  at  which  time  the  robbers 
secured  an  amount  variously  estimated 
between  ten  and  twelve  thousand  dollars; 
but  exaggerated  reports  had  been  circu- 
lated among  the  credulous  inhabitants 
until  the  story  related  by  Harry  Owens 


to  his  friend  Pickles  was  the  final  ver- 
dict. 

"They  say,"  continued  Harry,  "that 
the  railroad  offers  a  reward  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  and  the  express  company  the 
same.  Gee!  wouldn't  I  like  to  rake  in  the 
thousand  dollars?" 

"So  would  I,  and  our  chance  is  as  good 
as  any  one's." 

"Ha,  ha,  ha.  Why,  Pickles!  Us  ketch 
them  fellows?" 

"I  don't  mean  that  we'd  make  them 
surrender  to  us,  but  I  mean  that  maybe 
they're  hanging  around  in  some  of  these 
woods  yet,  and  if  we  found  them  we 
could  tell  the  sheriff  about  them  and  he 
could  gather  up  a  lot  of  fellows  with 
guns  and  make  them  surrender." 

"Well,  you  wouldn't  get  the  money 
then ;  it  would  be  the  men  who  made  'em 
surrender!" 

At  this  moment  a  stranger,  who  had 
approaehed  unobserved,  laid  his  hand 
updn  Pickle's  shoulder.  As  Pickles  looked 
up  he  observed  a  keen  pair  of  black  eyes 
upon  him  and  a  smile  partly  hidden 
by  a  heavy,  raven  black  moustache. 
Two  rows  of  pearly  white  teeth  next 
caught  his  eye;  then,  as  he  took  in  the 
other  proportions  he  noticed  that  the 
stranger  was  clad  in  a  neat-fitting  suit  of 
blue  material  and  had  the  appearance  of 
a  city  bred  gentleman.   Then  he  spoke : 

"Pickles,  you  are  right;  should  you  lead 
the  officers  of  the  law  to  the  place  where 
these  robbers  are,  and  thus  lead  to  the 
recovery  of  the  stolen  money,  you  will 
receive  the  reward." 
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Pickles  had  grown  an  inch,  in  Harry's 
estimation,  with  this  assertion  from  the 
distinguished  stranger.  Neither  had  ever 
seen  him  before,  yet  both  seemed  to  re- 
gard his  interference  as  an  honor  con- 
ferred and  his  decision  unquestionable. 
When  Pickles  had  departed,  Harry 
lingered  near  the  stranger. 

"Is  that  your  comrade?"  he  asked 
Harry. 

"Yes,  sir." 

"Pickles— that  is  a  queer  name.  Nick- 
name, I  suppose?" 

"No,  sir;  that's  the  name  Mr.  Henry 
gave  him  when  they  found  him." 

"Where  did  they  find  him?"  said  the 
stranger,  growing  interested  in  his  new 
companion. 

"They  say  that  he  found  him  in  a  wreck 
that  happened  near  his  house  about 
twelve  years  ago,  when  Pickles  was  a 
baby.  It  was  a  cloud  burst,  you  see, 
what  washed  away  the  railroad  bridge, 
and  as  there  hadn't  been  any  rain  that 
nistht  up  the  road  the  engineer  didn't 
think  about  the  bridge  being  gone,  so  he 
run  right  into  the  bridge— that  is,  he  run 
off  the  end  where  it  washed  away.  Mr. 
Henry  heard  the  smash-up  and  went 
down  with  his  lantern  and  helped  the 
people  to  get  out.  Then  he  found  Pickles 
crying  way  back  in  one  corner  and  got 
him  out,  too,  but  nobody  knowed  whose 
baby  he  was,  and  Mr.  Henry  took  him 
home.  The  name  on  something  that  he 
wore  looked  like  Pickles  to  them  and  they 
said  they  would  give  him  that  name; 
'cause  it  looked  more  like  Pickles  than 
anything  else." 

The  stranger  had  been  deftly  making  a 
note  of  what  Harry  was  telling  while  the 
latter  rattled  on  unconscious  of  being 
taken  down  by  an  amanuensis. 

"Where  does  Mr.  Henry  live?" 

"About  two  miles  down  the  track  at 
the  foot  of  the  big  hill.  His  house  is  that 
one  you  will  see  on  the  other  side  of  the 
big  ravine— that's  the  bridge  you  will  go 
across  that  washed  away." 

"Thank  you,"  said  the  stranger,  drop- 
ping a  nickel  in  Harry's  palm,  then  turn- 
ing away  toward  the  home  of  the  Henry's. 

Harry  looked  after  him  for  some  mo- 
ments, then  said: 

"That  fellow  has  money  to  burn;  I 
wonder  if  he  hain't  got  it  some  way  pretty 


easy  without  workin'— for  instance  the 
rob—.  Gee!  I'll  bet  he's  one  of  them. 
I'm  going  to  watch  and  see  where  he 
goes." 

**••*•** 

Pickles'  thoughts  were  engrossed  upon 
the  stranger  as  he  wandered  homeward, 
and  so  lost  in  meditation  was  he  that  he 
did  not  realize  where  he  was  at  until  he 
heard  Mrs.  Henry's  voice  calling: 

"Pickles,  do  hurry;  we've  been  waiting 
for  the  sugar  for  supper,  and  you  have 
been  gone  an  awful  long  time.  How's 
things  in  town?  See  any  of  Nason's 
folks?" 

"No,  I  went  right  to  the  store  and  right 
straight  back." 

"Why,  Pickles,  you  have  been  gone  two 
hours!" 

"Yes,  but  I  stopped  to  visit  with  Harry 
Owens  a  little  bit." 

"How  are  Owens'  folks,  did  Harry 
say?" 

"No,  I  forgot  to  ask  him." 

"Forgot  to  ask  him  that?  Why,  Pickles, 
what  was  on  your  mind,  anyhow?" 

"Big  robbery  at  Montrose.  One  thous- 
and dollars  reward  for  the  robbers.  One 
million  dollars  stole  and  the  robbers  has 
got  away,"  said  Pickles,  excitedly. 

"Well,  sakes  alive!  What  is  this  coun- 
try comin'  to,  anyhow?  Here  we've  been 
tryin'  to  hire  harvest  hands  for  the  last 
week  and  nary  a  one  can  we  get.  Now 
they  go  robbin'  trains.  I'll  just  put  that 
fancy  teapot  of  mine  away  so  they  don't 
get  that,  for  next  thing  we  know  they'll 
be  carrying  that  away,"  said  Mrs.  Henry, 
busying  herself  with  her  household 
duties.  "Men  what  do  such  terrible 
things  wouldn't  hesitate  a  minnit  to  mur- 
der people,  either.  'Tween  them  and  these 
lazy  tramps  what  steal  everything  they 
eat  one  can't  keep  a  thing  in  the  spring- 
house  any  more." 

"Have  they  taken  anything  out  of  our 
spring-house  lately?" 

*  I  should  say  they  had!"  said  Mrs. 
Henry,  turning  about  suddenly.  "That 
ten- quart  pail  is  missing,  and  with  it 
every  drop  of  cream  from  sixteen  crocks. 
Besides  that  they  took  five  pounds  of 
butter  that  I  had  ready  for  market  and 
three  loaves  of  bread—  m hy  they  just 
skinned  us  clean  out!" 

"When  was  that,  mother?" 
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•'I  don't  know.  I  didn't  find  it  out  till 
I  went  to  the  spring- house  after  you  folks 
bad  gone  to  the  field.  I  had  to  run  over 
to  Perkins'  for  enough  bread  and  butter 
for  dinner.  Perkins  says  he'll  set  the 
dog  on  the  first  stranger  that  he  sees 
snoopin'  around  his  house,  and  we  can't 
blame  him  much,  either." 

Pickles  said  nothing  more,  but  his  mind 
was  busy  with  the  new  discovery  made 
known  to  him!  He  ate  his  supper  in 
silence  and  was  about  to  go  about  his 
chores  when  his  foster  father  informed 
him  that  one  of  the  cows  had  not  come  in 
from  the  pasture. 

"Sorry,  Pickles,  but  Betty  has  not 
come  up  tonight  again,  and  you'll  have 
to  hunt  her  up.  Better  go  up  through  the 
ravine  first  and  then  take  a  course  up 
the  lateral  to  the  left  along  the  Palisades. 
I'm  afraid  that  she's  fell  down,  and  if  she 
has  it's  all  day  with  her.  I'll  buy  a  bell 
and  put  on  her  the  first  time  I  get  to 
town  and  then  we  can  hear  her.  Hurry 
along  now  lad,  'cause  it's  coming  sun- 
down fast." 

"I'll  find  her  all  right,  dad,  if  she's  on 
top  of  the  ground.  I  may  be  gone  some 
time,  but  don't  worry  for  me,  for  I  will 
not  go  on  the  cliffs  tonight." 

Pickles  went  whistling  along  until  he 
came  to  the  ravine  leading  up  among  the 
hills,  then  his  mind  again  led  back  to  the 
stranger  he  had  met.  He  thought  of  the 
robbery  again  and  its  tempting  reward 
for  the  capture  of  the  criminals.  He 
thought  of  the  story  his  mother  had  told 
him  about  the  mysterious  disappearance 
of  her  bread,  cream,  butter  and  milk 
pail.  He  had  scarcely  seated  himself 
upon  a  log  when  he  jumped  as  if  he  had 
been  stung. 

"Gee  whiz!  I'll  bet  the  same  fellows 
that  robbed  the  train  have  robbed  our 
spring  house.  'Course  they'd  have  to 
have  something  to  eat  and  they've  took 
more'n  any  tramp  would  have  taken,  so 
it  goes  to  show  that  they  are  the  ones. 
The  whole  country  is  saying  that  they 
are  hundreds  of  miles  away.  Maybe  they 
are,  but  I  don't  believe  i:.  I  don't  believe 
that  I'm  more  than  five  miles  from  them 
this  minute." 

Thus  Pickles'  thoughts  ran  as  he  walked 
along,  his  eyes  peering  into  every  little 
nook  that  could  possibly  conceal  a  cow. 


He  proceeded  thus  until  he  came  to  the 
lateral. 

"Here's  the  divide,"  he  said  to  him- 
self. "Dad  said  I  should  turn  to  my  left 
here  and  go  up  along  the  Palisades.  I 
am  glad  it  ain't  quite  dark,  for  they  say 
that  ghosts  walk  along  the  foot  of  the 
Palisades  after  night.  But  poo!  who's 
afraid  of  ghosts,  anyhow— not  I." 

Hardly  had  Pickles  made  this  assertion 
when  he  spied  a  dark  object  resembling 
the  form  of  a  man  quickly  move  to  a  place 
of  concealment.  Pickles  realized  that  he 
had  been  seen  and  that  any  display  of 
timidity  at  this  time  would  only  invite 
harm  if  such  was  intended;  so  he  boldly 
moved  on,  and  at  the  same  time  kept  his 
eyes  fastened  upon  the  spot  where  he  had 
seen  the  shadow  disappear.  As  he  came 
abreast  of  the  place  a  rongh  garbed  man 
stepped  out. 

"What  are  ye  doin'  around  these  parts, 
sonny?" 

"Looking  for  our  cow.  She  turned  up 
missing  tonight  and  dad  was  afraid  she'd 
fell  off  the  cliffs.  You  see  we  lost  one 
that  way  about  three  years  ago.  I  sup- 
pose you  are  one  of  the  fellows  what 
comes  out  here  to  hunt  every  summer," 
said  Pickles,  turning  the  conversation  as 
he  beheld  the  gun  the  other  carried  slung 
over  his  arm. 

"Yes,  we're  look  in'  fer  a  good  place  to 
camp,  where  game  is  plenty  and  where 
people  ain't  scarin'  it  away  every  hour  in 
the  day." 

"Where's  your  partners,"  said  Pickles. 

"Partners!  Sonny,  who  said  anything 
about  partners,  say?" 

"You  said  •we,'  and  I  know  from"  that 
you  have  other  boys  along.  You  don't 
need  to  care,  'cause  none  of  the  farmers 
about  these  parts  care  if  hunters  camp 
on  their  land.  Besides  that  they  are  glad 
to  sell  them  meat  and  bread  and  such 
like,"  said  Pickles,  hoping  to  gain  a  clew 
to  the  disappearance  of  his  mother's  milk 
pail  and  the  contents  of  her  rich  cream 
crocks. 

He  was  successful,  for  his  innocent  as- 
sertion of  the  friendly  attitude  of  the 
farmers  and  their  willingness  to  sell  food 
to  hunters  drew  his  strange  companion 
out. 

"Do  you  live  on  the  hill  where  the  rail- 
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road  bridge  crosses  the  ravine?"  heasked 
Pickles. 

"Yes,  sir,  that's  where  I  live." 

"Well,  we  visited  your  house  early  this 
morn  in',  before  you  were  up,  and  helped 
ourselves  to  what  we  wanted,  see?  Well, 
we  didn't  want  to  wake  you,  so  we  jest 
come  away  and  brought  a  pail  along  to 
carry  our  stuff  in.  We  was  going  back 
and  settle  up  tomorrow  morning,  but 
since  you  are  here  we  will  jest  pay  it  to 
you  and  at  the  same  time  we  will  make  a 
bargain  that  you  bring  us  out  something 
to  eat  every  day.  So  here's  five  dollars 
for  what  we  got  this  morning,  and  here's 
another  five  for  something  tomorrow 
morning." 

Pickles  noted  the  denomination  and  at 
the  same  .time  perceived  that  the  bills 
were  fresh  and  crisp.  He  accepted  them 
and  said: 

"Pears  to  me,  mister,  that  this  is  too 
much  money  for  them  things  you  took 
away,  but  if  it  is  mother  will  send  back 
what's  coming  to  you." 

"Never  mind,  sonny;  we're  wealthy 
gentlemen  out  on  a  hunt  and  kin  afford 
to  pay  well  for  all  we  git.  What  we  are 
tryin'  to  do  is  to  keep  them  newspaper 
men  from  findin'  out  where  we  are  and 
writing  a  lot  of  stuff  about  us  in  the  pa- 
pers. You  don't  know  how  clever  they 
are.  Why  sonny,  they  come  moochin' 
around  your  house  askin'  questions  if 
any  hunters  or  strangers  have  been  seen 
in  these  parts  and  then  come  and  sponge 
off  of  us  and  go  away  and  write  a  bull 
newspaper  full  of  durned  lies  about  us. 
Now  sonny,  when  we  go  away  we'll  give 
you  five  dollars  if  you  don't  let  a  word 
git  out  that  you  have  got  us  fer  your 
guests.   What  do  you  say?" 

"That's  an  easy  way  to  make  five  dol- 
lars. I  can  do  that,"  said  Pickles,  smil- 
ing. "Well,  I  must  hurry  on  now,  for  it's 
getting  dark  and  it'll  be  hard  to  find 
Betty  if  she's  lying  down  chewing  her  cud 
for  the  night." 

Pickles  hurried  on,  every  once  in  a 
while  plunging  his  hand  down  deep  in 
his  pocket  to  assure  himself  that  the 
money  was  still  there.  He  had  reached 
the  descent  on  the  other  side  of  the  Pali- 
sades and  was  about  to  turn  back  when 
he  detected  an  object  moving  along  in 
the  little  glade  near  the  creek.   It  proved 


to  be  Betty.  He  soon  had  her  head  turned 
toward  home,  and  as  he  passed  the  spot 
where  he  had  seen  his  strange  customer 
he  looked  among  the  irregular  openings 
in  the  rocks  and  trees  for  some  sight  of 
him,  but  his  efforts  were  unrewarded.  As 
he  moved  along  he  mused  to  himself: 

"Now  I  don't  believe  he's  a  hunter  at 
all.  First  place  he  carried  a  Winchester 
rifle  big  enough  to  kill  an  elephant. 
Everybody  else  that  comes  out  here  to 
hunt  carries  a  shot  gun,  or  else  a  little 
calibre  rifle.  I  guess  I've  got  a  pretty 
good  clew  to  the  fellows  that  robbed  the 
express.  I'll  not  tell  dad  nor  mother  any- 
thing about  my  suspicions,  but  tell  them 
just  what  Mr.  Hunter  told  me.  I'll  bet  he 
didn't  care  anything  about  reporters— it 
was  the  sheriff  he  is  afraid  of.  If  I  only 
knew  just  where  they  slept  I  could  tell 
the  sheriff  where  to  find  them.  But— how 
in  the  world  could  I  tell  the  sheriff  if  I 
did  find  where  they  were?  I've  got  it! 
Just  the  thing!  Hurrah!" 

Pickles  had  just  reached  the  barnyard 
and  was  met  by  his  father,  who  heard  his 
exulting  whoop. 

"I'm  glad  with  you,  Pickles;  where  was 
she?" 

"Clear  down  to  the  further  end  of  the 
lateral  in  the  glade  near  the  creek." 

"Well,  Miss  Betty,  after  this  you'll 
wear  a  bell,"  said  Mr.  Henry  %  as  he  closed 
the  gate  and  prepared  to  finish  his  milk- 
ing. 

Pickles  proceeded  to  the  house,  where 
he  related  his  meeting  with  the  man  who 
had  given  him  the  money  for  the  missing 
articles.  He  was  careful  to  say  nothing 
that  would  express  his  suspicions  nor  the 
determination  reached  just  as  he  was 
entering  the  barnyard.  Mrs.  Henry  in 
her  kind  motherly  way  said: 

"I  do  hope  the  good  Lord  will  forgive 
what  I  said  about  those  gentlemen.  Why, 
sakes  alive!  Pickles  everything  they  took 
away,  includin'  the  pail,  wouldn't  come 
to  more  than  two  dollars  or  so  at  most, 
and  the  money  they  gave  you  will  furnish 
all  the  stuff  they  want  for  all  week.  But 
how  many  of  'em  are  they?" 

"I  don't  know,"  said  Pickles  absently, 
thinking  of  the  hundred  men  that  Harry 
had  told  him  about.  "There  might  be  a 
hundred  for  all  I  know." 
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"Oh,  well,  you  should  have  asked  how 
many  they  had  in  the  party." 

Pickles  felt  ashamed  that  he  allowed 
this  important  point  to  escape.  He  de- 
termined, however,  that  he  would  know 
this  before  the  rising  of  another  sun, 
ghosts  or  no  ghosts.  After  assisting  his 
mother  in  putting  away  the  milk  he  said: 

"Mother,  I  guess  I'll  sleep  on  the  barn 
floor  tonight." 

'•Well,  it  is  awful  hot,  Pickles,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  cooler." 

"I'll  go  up  and  get  a  quilt  and  throw  it 
down  on  a  lot  of  hay  so  it  will  be  a  better 
bed  than  my  own  bed  in  the  house." 

Suiting  the  action  with  the  word  Pickles 
ran  up  stairs  and  secured  a  quilt;  then 
going  to  a  shelf  he  secured  something 
else  in  the  darkness  and  wrapped  it  in- 
side. Bidding  his  foster  parents  good- 
night, he  went  to  the  barn.  Once  there 
Pickles  began  to  muse. 

"I'll  just  wait  'till  mother  blows  the 
lamp  out  and  then  I'll  start.  Oh,  won't  I 
surprise  Dickey.  'Course  the  company 
wouldn't  allow  me  to  do  it  for  fun,  but 
this  is  business." 

Then  he  placed  his  finger  upon  a  part 
of  the  mechanism  of  the  instrument  he 
had  brought  with  him  from  the  house 
wrapped  in  his  quilt  and  immediately  it 
gave  forth  a  metallic  sound. 

«' .— ..  — ..   That's  XD  all  right.  Now 

here's  —  .  —  .  .  That's  JG.  Oh.won't 

Dickey  be  surprised  at  my  message  to- 
night. 'Course  he's  learned  it  all  now 
and  holds  a  night  office  at  Montrose,  but 
I  could  receive  as  well  as  he  last  summer. 
And  send— why,  just  listen  to  me!  .... 

     Oh,  dear, how 

I  wish  dad  had  allowed  me  to  go  on.  Ah, 
there  goes  the  light  out.  Here  I  go,  too." 

Pickles  dashed  down  the  decline  lead- 
ing from  the  barn,  then  out  into  the  lane 
leading  toward  the  roadway  and  also  the 
railroad.  Once  upon  the  track  he  sped 
down  swiftly  toward  the  bridge  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill.  Crossing  the  bridge  he 
came  to  a  little  shanty  that  had  been  de- 
serted since  the  bridge  was  in  course  of 
erection.  It  had  been  used  as  a  telegraph 
station  during  the  building  of  the  bridge 
to  warn  trains  of  its  condition  and  to 
order  such  supplies  at  times  when  they 
could  be  handled  without  delay  to  traffic. 


A  padlock  was  upon  the  door,  but  Pickles 
did  not  stop  to  force  on  entrance  here. 
He  knew  the  location  of  the  obstacle  that 
held  the  little  window  fast,  and  soon  his 
arm  was  inside  and  the  window  pushed 
back  far  enough  to  admit  his  body. 

"I  never  thought  to  bring  matches  with 
me,"  he  said.  "I  will  have  to  feel  for  the 
ends  of  those  wires— thought  I  knew  just 
where  to  lay  my  hands  on  them.  Oh,  here 
they  are!  Now  my  good  relay,  just  wait 
till  I  have  these  ends  fast  and  then  I'll 
adjust.  There,  that's  the  stuff!  Oh, 
what's  that?" 

"2." 

"Gee  whiz,  that  was  MH.  What  is  he 
saying?" 

"ty  six  (26)  engine  223  will  meet  number 
fifty-seven  (57),  engine  432,  at  Tremont 
12.  C.  D.  R.  hf." 

"Gee  whiz!  I  busted  in  on  a  train  or- 
der. I'll  just  wait  awhile  I  guess.  There, 
now,  KS  is  repeating  it  back;  o.  k.  and 
complete  given.  I'll  just  wait  till  they  os 
'em  out  then  I'll  try  my  hand." 

Pickles  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of 
hearing  these  trains  reported  out  and 
then  opening  his  key,  called : 

"XD,  XD,  XD;  JG." 

"I,  I;  XD.   Who's  that?" 

"Pickles,"  he  sent  back.   "Is  that  D?" 

"Yes;  but  they  won't  do  a  thing  to  you, 
Pickles,  if  they  catch  you  down  there  in 
that  shanty.  Better  make  that  connec- 
tion again  and  get  out  before  MH  gets 
on  to  you." 

"Dicky,  listen  to  what  I  am  going  to 
say.  When  I  have  done,  you  can  talk 
about  putting  in  this  office." 

"All  right,  g.  a." 

"Think  I've  got  on  to  place  where  rob- 
bers are  hiding  that  robbed  express  train 
other  night.  I've  put  in  this  office  so  I 
can  tell  you  and  so  that  you  can  notify 
sheriff  to  have  posse  come  down  on  hand- 
car. Am  going  up  ravine  now  about  three 
miles  and  will  try  to  locate  them.  I  saw 
one  this  afternoon,  I  think.  Better  tell 
sheriff  to  have  men  ready  in  case  I  find 
them." 

"Oh,  Pickles,  you  are  joshing,"  came 
the  reply. 

"No,  no,  Dickey;  honor  bright." 

"The  Palisades  are  haunted,  Pickles." 

Pickles  felt  a  chill  creep  down  his  spine 
at  this  and  thought  of  his  cozy  bed  wait- 
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ing  for  him  in  the  barn.  But  feeling  his 
courage  return  with  the  thought  of  the 
reward  he  said : 

"I  don't  care  for  ghosts  when  there's  a 
thousand  dollars  in  it." 

"Well,  Pickles,  I'll  call  the  sheriff  and 
tell  him,  but  I  won't  promise  how  much 
stock  he'll  take  in  what  you  say." 

"Please do  so.  Dickey.  I'm  going  now." 

"g.  b." 

Pickles  replied  by  using  the  same  let- 
ters to  signify  good-bye  and  closed  the 
key.  Creeping  out  of  the  little  window 
he  started  across  the  bridge  and  retraced 
his  footsteps  of  the  early  evening.  He 
soon  found  himself  where  he  had  sat 
down  to  rest  and  where  the  thought  first 
suggested  itself  that  the  robbers  of  the 
express  and  those  who  robbed  his  moth- 
er's spring-house  were  the  same.  Care- 
fully he  picked  his  way  after  this  point 
was  passed.  It  was  near  midnight  when 
he  reached  a  point  near  that  where  he  had 
met  the  stranger  who  paid  him  so  liber- 
ally for  food.  Carefully  he  wormed  his 
way  like  a  serpent  here  and  there,  listen- 
ing intently  at  times  for  some  noise  to 
betray  their  presence.  He  was  about  to 
retrace  his  steps  and  take  another  direc- 
tion when  the  faint  flicker  of  a  light 
caught  his  eye,  then  it  went  into  dark- 
ness again. 

"That  looked  as  if  some  one  lit  a 
match,"  whispered  Pickles,  under  his 
breath.   "I'll  just  investigate." 

Crawling  around  in  a  circuitous  route 
Pickles  came  upon  a  depression  in  the 
rocks  carefully  concealed  by  a  natural 
growth  of  shrubbery,  and  situated  so  as 
to  command  a  view  of  approach  from 
every  direction.  He  looked  across  the 
shallow  basin  and  peered  into  the  dark- 
ness where  he  had  seen  the  flicker  of 
light  that  had  guided  him  to  this  spot. 
While  watching  he  caught  the  features  of 
a  face  lit  up  by  the  light  of  the  fire  from 
the  bowl  of  a  pipe  that  the  man  was 
smoking. 

"He's  keeping  watch,"  whispered  Pick- 
les to  himself.  "Another  sign  that  they 
are  not  honest  men,  for  there's  no  use  of 
keeping  watch  here  in  this  country." 

Then  Pickles  looked  long  and  intently 
into  the  basin.  He  began  to  distinguish 
the  forms  of  several  men  as  they  lay  ap- 
parently asleep  upon  the  ground. 


*  'One,  two,  three,  four;  and  one  watcher 
makes  five.  Gee!  that  can't  be  all  of 
them.  Harry  said  that  there  was  a  hun- 
dred. Oh,  well,  if  there  is  any  more  they 
hain't  here.  I've  got  'em  spotted  and 
can  get  'em  surrounded  pretty  quick,  if 
Dickey  told  the  sheriff." 

Just  then  one  of  the  sleepers  aronsed 
himself  and  proceeded  to  fill  his  pipe. 
Pickles  had  opportunity  to  justify  his 
count,  and  as  he  was  about  to  retire  he 
saw  the  smoker  arise  and  approach  the 
man  on  watch. 

"Did  you  think  you  was  a-goin'  to 
ketch  me  asleep?"  said  a  voice  that 
Pickles  recognized  as  the  man  who  had 
had  given  him  the  money. 

"It  stands  us  in  hand  to  keep  awake 
after  the  reward  that  is  out  on  our  heads. 
We've  got  the  money  to  live  in  luxury  the 
rest  of  our  days  and  we  can't  afford  to 
lose  any  chances  to  enjoy  it.  There's  a 
cool  two  thousand  apiece  hid  under  that 
rock  over  there  and  if  we  should  get  the 
d — d  detectives  down  on  us  it  will  be  a 
fight  to  the  end,  and  the  man  who  lives 
to  enjoy  it  will  have  my  share  if  I  die." 

Pickles  cared  to  hear  no  more.  Care- 
fully backing  up  he  wormed  his  way, 
little  by  little,  from  the  spot.  He  remem- 
bered the  place  as  one  he  had  visited 
during  his  rambles  in  the  woods  and  felt 
assured  that  he  could  lead  the  officers  to 
the  spot.  His  progress  back  was  much 
more  rapid  than  his  progress  going,  and 
as  he  neared  his  destination— the  shanty 
across  the  bridge— he  broke  into  a  run,  so 
anxious  was  he  to  report  his  discovery. 
At  last  reaching  the  shanty  he  hurriedly 
opened  the  window  and  slid  into  the  office, 
pausing  a  moment  to  gain  breath  and 
quiet  his  hands,  he  called: 

"XD;  JG." 

"I,  I,"  came  the  answer  like  a  flash, 
indicating  that  Dickey  was  at  his  post 
waiting  for  a  report. 

"Copy:  H-a-v  e  r-o-b-b-e-r-s  h-e-r-e. 
S-e-n-d  h-e-1  p.  Pickles." 

Pickles  felt  his  head  grow  dizzy  and  a 
sickening  sensation  come  over  him.  He 
threw  himself  upon  the  little  shelf  that 
served  as  a  table  and  then  his  senses 
floated  away.  Excitement  and  over  ex- 
ertion had  been  too  much  for  him  to  bear. 

Away  up  on  the  hillside  ten  sturdy,  de- 
termined men  had  boarded  a  handcar  and 
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were  moving  down  the  hill.  The  super- 
intendent had  been  notified  and  was  also 
waiting  for  Pickles  to  report.  He  had 
caused  every  train  dne  over  that  part  of 
the  track  to  be  held  until  the  handcar 
had  been  safely  reported  at  the  bridge. 
Pickles  did  not  hear  the  repeated  calls 
that  the  superintendent  and  dispatcher 
were  sending,  and  their  negligence  in  not 
sending  a  man  to  the  bridge  was  felt  by 
every  one  in  the  office  when  it  was  learned 
that  the  handcar  had  gone. 

As  the  handcar  floated  down  the  hill 
not  a  word  was  spoken.  All  appeared  to 
understand  that  there  was  a  hazardous 
duty  and  each  one  was  engaged  with  his 
own  thoughts.  At  last  they  arrived  at 
the  bridge.  Seeing  no  one  the  sheriff 
walked  around  to  the  side  of  the  little 
window  and  peered  within. 

"Here,  boy,  what  does  your  message 
mean?"  he  said,  recognizing  Pickles 
lying  upon  the  table.  "I  guess  something 
is  wrong  with  the  boy.  Break  the  door 
down!" 

"I  can  open  that  door,  I  guess,"  said  a 
well-knit  man,  whom  we  recognize  as  the 
stranger  who  had  approached  Pickles 
when  he  was  talking  over  the  situation  of 
the  robbery  the  day  before. 

With  apparently  little  effort  the  lock 
yielded  to  his  efforts.  Carrying  Pickles 
outside  he  soon  discovered  his  identity 
and  at  once  surmised  that  he  had  fainted. 
Restoratives  at  hand  were  applied  and 
they  were  rewarded  by  seeing  Pickles 
open  his  eyes. 

"Hello,  Pickles!  Doyouknowme?  I 
am  the  gentleman  you  met  at  the  store 
yesterday.  I  did  not  think  then  that  you 
would  be  the  lucky  man  to  win  this  re- 
ward. Let  us  congratulate  you.  Do  you 
feel  able  to  take  us  to  the  place?" 

"Who  are  you?"  said  Pickles,  sitting 
up. 

"I  am  a  United  States  marshal— John 
Matlock,  is  my  name." 

"Well,  I'm  awful  glad,  sir.  for  I've  got 
'em  located  and  I'm  all  right  for  another 
trip.  I  guess  I  was  pretty  tired,  for  I  ran 
nearly  all  the  way  back.  Guess  I'd  better 
tell  Dickey  you  are  here"  he  said  opening 
the  key  and  calling  XD.  The  call  was 
answered  by  the  dispatcher  who  had  been 
waiting  for  Pickles  to  ask  that  he  report 
the  arrival  of  the  hand  car. 


"Good  luck  to  you,  Pickles,"  came  the 
answer,  followed  by  the  usual  g.  b. 

The  party  took  up  line  of  march  under 
Pickles'  direction,  and  after  an  hour's 
walk  they  found  themselves  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  basin. 

"Now,  Pickles,  I  have  a  plan  in  mind 
to  surprise  these  men.  I  want  you  to 
perform  the  dangerous  duty  of  placing 
the  men  around  this  basin  you  speak  of 
so  that  we  will  give  no  alarm  until  I  am 
ready.  Will  you  do  this  ?" 

"Yes,  sir;"  answered  Pickles,  without 
the  least  hesitation  or  fear. 

John  Matlock  felt  an  unspeakable  pride 
in  the  Httle  hero  who  was  so  willing  to 
assume  so  great  a  risk,  and  said : 

"Pickles,  I  admire  your  nerve,  and  the 
men  here  admire  it,  too.  Now,  sheriff,  I 
shall  capture  the  man  on  watch,"  said 
Matlock,  turning  to  that  officer.  You  will 
all  be  in  position  to  rush  in  at  the  same 
time.  Don't  let  one  of  them  escape. 
Remember  the  signal." 

By  a  short,  circuitous  route  Pickles  led 
each  one  to  a  position  approximately  the 
same  distance  from  the  basin.  When  all 
had  been  placed  he  was  about  to  lead 
Matlock  to  the  spot  where  the  watch  was 
supposed  to  have  dropped  off  to  sleep. 
They  were  within  fifty  feet  of  this  spot 
and  crawling  along  with  the  utmost  care 
when  they  were  startled  by  a  flash  and 
the  report  of  a  rifle,  followed  by  a  yell 
that  awakened  every  sleeper  and  brought 
him  to  his  feet.  Matlock  saw  that  his 
plans  for  a  complete  surprise  were  now 
past,  and  immediately  gave  the  signal 
agreed  upon.  There  was  a  sound  of  dull 
thuds  and  the  fall  of  bodies,  mingled 
with  shots  and  oaths  for  several  minutes. 
The  sound  of  scuffling  and  belabored 
breathing  came  to  Pickles'  ears  that  con- 
vinced him  that  Matlock  was  having  no 
easy  time. 

"Gee  whiz!  I  can't  lie  here  and  listen 
to  all  this  without  seeing  what  I  can  do 
for  him.   Here  goes." 

As  Pickles  bounded  down  into  the  basin 
there  rolled  down  from  another  point  two 
men  struggling  for  mastery  over  the 
other.  Pickles  recognized  them  at  once. 
Seizing  a  weapon  that  lay  at  his  feet 
he  hesitated  an  instant  to  determine 
whether  Matlock  was  the  one  underneath 
or  on  top.  Matlock  was  underneath  and 
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being  fast  choked  to  death  by  the  giant, 
whose  fingers  had  the  power  of  a  vise. 
Pickles  bronght  the  rifle  stock  down  with 
a  force  sufficient  to  fell  a  bullock  and  the 
next  instant  the  burly  antagonist  rolled 
over.  Matlock  arose  slowly  to  his  knees, 
then  produced  a  pair  of  handcuffs  and 
secured  his  prisoner.  At  this  instant  a 
cheer  went  up  from  the  sheriff. 

•'Strike  a  light,  boys;  let's  see  what  we 
have  here." 

As  the  first  rays  of  light  fell  upon  the 
scene  a  shudder  went  thrpugh  every  one 
present.  The  sod  was  torn  up  here  and 
there,  showing  the  terrible  conflict  that 
had  taken  place  and  the  wet  stains  that 
glistened  under  the  rays  of  light  showed 
that  the  grass  was  bathed  in  blood.  Five 
silent  bodies  lay  here  and  there;  three 
proved  to  be  of  the  sheriff's  party  and 
two  of  the  robbers'.  There  was  none 
but  bore  wounds  more  or  less  serious, 
even  to  Matlock,  whose  throat  was  terri- 
bly lacerated,  and  who  had  not  as  yet 
been  able  to  articulate  a  word. 

As  day  broke  upon  the  scene  such  at- 
tention was  given  the  injuries  of  the  rob- 
bers as  could  be  given.  The  man  who 
had  acted  as  watch  was  apparently  the 
leading  spirit  and  was  the  one  whom 
Pickles  had  heard  admonishing  the  watch 
of  the  earlier  part  of  the  night  to  refrain 
from  sleep.  When  he  saw  Pickles  he 
raved. 

"You  little  skunk!  I  had  a  bead  on  you 
once,  and  I  see  now  where  I  made  a  fool 
of  myself.  If  I  ever  get  out  of  this  scrape 
I'll  fix  you  so  that  you  don't  lead  any 
more  detectives." 

"I  thought  I'd  come  along  and  ask  you 
what  you  would  like  to  have  for  break- 
fast." 

"Go  to  !"  he  said,  with  an  oath. 

Search  among  the  rocks  revealed  the 
place  where  the  money  had  been  con- 
cealed and  all  was  recovered  except  an 
insignificant  amount.  When  the  party 
were  ready  to  return  Pickles  suggested: 

"Say,  Mr.  Matlock,  shan't  I  run  down 
and  have  dad  hitch  up  and  drive  around 
the  Glenns  road  and  take  you  folks  to 
town?" 

Matlock  had  just  began  to  articulate 
with  great  difficulty.  The  pain  that  his 
throat  gave  him  was  intense  and  for  a 


while  he  was  fearful  of  having  lost  his 
voice. 

"Yes— please— do— that— will— you, ' '  he 
whispered. 

"It  isn't  far  to  the  road— about  quarter 
of  a  mile  down  the  Glenns.  Good-bye,  I'm 
going  now." 

When  Pickles  arrived  at  his  home  his 
parents  were  just  about  to  sit  down  to 
breakfast.  Mr.  Henry  had  been  out  to 
the  barn  and  discovered  the  unoccupied 
bed  on  the  barn  floor,  but  did  not  think 
much  of  Pickles'  absence  until  the  hour 
for  breakfast  arrived,  and  then  both  felt 
that  something  must  have  happened 
Pickles.  Mr.  Henry  had  agreed  that  he 
would  institute  a  search  immediately  after 
breakfast,  and  as  they  sat  down  to  their 
meal  each  looked  at  the  other,  and  for  the 
first  time  they  realized  how  dear  he  was 
to  them  and  tears  filled  their  eyes. 

"You  don't  suppose  he  has  run  away 
do  you,  John?" 

"No,  Pickles  wouldn't  do  that." 

At  that  moment  they  looked  up  and 
saw  him  coming  down  the  path  through 
the  orchard.  Neither  had  time  to  speak 
until  Pickles  bolted  into  the  house. 

"Dad,  we've  caught  the  express  rob- 
bers! Hitch  up  the  light  wagon  quick. 
Mother,  send  some  bandages  along, 
'cause  the  men  what  ain't  dead  are  bleed- 
ing pretty  fast.  The  sheriff  has  a  bullet 
hole  through  his  arm  and  another  man  is 
cut  awfully  bad  with  a  knife.  Put  in  a 
couple  of  quilts,  too.  Might  send 
some  " 

"Pickles,  are  you  crazy?  What  do  you 
mean,  anyhow?"  said  Mrs.  Henry.  "How 
did  you  find  this  out?  Where  have  you 
been?" 

Both  had  arisen  from  the  table  upon 
Pickles*  hurried  entrance,  for  they  saw 
that  his  pale  face  and  gaunt  appearance 
indicated  that  something  had  happened. 

Pickles  then  related  his  night's  experi- 
ence hurriedly,  and  at  the  same  time 
urged  his  parents  to  hurry,  as  the  men 
needed  help.  After  his  explanation  no 
word  of  Pickles'  was  necessary  to  stir  the 
good  people  in  their  effort  to  lend  assist- 
ance. Mrs.  Henry  placed  several  things 
in  the  wagon  not  mentioned  by  Pickles, 
among  which  was  some  of  her  good  cof- 
fee, steaming  hot. 

"That  will  keep  hot  till  it  gets  there," 
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she  said.  "I  have  an  idee  that  some  good 
strong  coffee  will  go  pretty  good  to  them.'*. 

Mr.  Henry  lost  bnt  little  time  in  reach- 
ing the  Glenns,  and  when  he  reached  the 
sheriff's  posse  he  saw  that  Pickles  had 
not  given  the  worst  description  of  the 
scene  by  any  means.  The  sheriff  himself 
had  relapsed  into  unconsciousness,  and 
several  others  were  on  the.  verge  of  it 
when  Pickles  asked  them  if  they  would 
like  to  have  some  coffee.  The  coffee  was 
partaken  of  with  a  relish,  after  which 
such  attention  was  given  to  the  wounded 
as  was  possible.  Then  followed  the  load- 
ing of  the  dead  and  wounded. 

"Good-bye,  Mr.  Matlock.  I'm  going  to 
wire  Dickey  to  have  doctors  at  the  depot 
when  you  get  to  Montrose— that's  the 
closest  town,  you  know,  and  they  have 
the  best  doctors  there." 

John  Matlock  simply  nodded  his  head 
and  grasped  Pickles  by  the  hand. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  during 
Pickles'  return  trip.  His  feet  flew  along, 
and  in  a  comparatively  short  time  he  had 
traversed  the  distance  between  the 
Glenns  and  the  little  office  beyond  the 
bridge. 

He  noted  that  the  door  was  ajar,  and  as 
he  entered  he  heard  the  little  relay  tick- 
ing merrily  away.  When  it  had  completed 
the  message  that  was  being  sent  Pickles 
opened  the  key  and  called: 

"XD,  XD,  XD;  JG." 

"I,  I;  XD.,"  came  the  answer. 

"Dickey  there?" 

"Yes-here's  Dickey." 

4  ■  Robbers  captured .  Three  of  sheriff' s 
posse  killed.  Two  of  robbers.  All  hurt; 
some  seriously.  Get  doctors  ready  to 
meet  wagon  coming  by  Glenns  road." 

"O.  k.,"  came  the  response.  Then 
after  a  silence  of  several  minutes  Pickles 
heard  his  call.    Answering  up  he  heard: 

"Were  you  in  the  fight.  Pickles— are  you 
hurt,  too?" 

"I  saw  it  all  and  got  in  one  good  whack 
on  a  fellow's  head." 

"Bully  for  you  old  fellow.  They  say 
here  that  you'll  get  the  $1000,  and  besides 
that  you  have  made  yourself  famous." 

"I  never  thought  of  the  $1000  all  night, 
except  once,  and  that  was  when  you  was 
chaffing  me  about  ghosts.  Must  br'kf'st 
now;  g.  b." 

It  was  just  after  supper  that  an  engine 


and  coach  were  seen  coming  down  the 
hill,  and  as  they  approached  a  point  op- 
posite the  home  of  Mr.  Henry  they  came 
to  a  stop.  Several  gentlemen  alighted 
and  came  through  the  gate  and  up  the 
path  leading  to  Mr.  Henry's  home. 

"Excuse  me,  sir,"  one  said,  addressing 
Mr.  Henry.  "Is  this  the  home  of  ayoung 
hero  known  as  Pickles?" 

"It  is." 

•  "You  are  his  father,  I  presume?" 

"I  am  all  the  father  he  has  so  far  as  I. 
know.  I  took  him  out  of  the  wreck  down 
yonder  at  the  ravine  about  thirteen  years 
ago,  and  as  no  one  came  to  claim  him  I 
adopted  him  as  my  son." 

"Well,  sir,  you  have  a  brave  lad,  and 
we  have  come  to  present  him  two  checks 
of  five  hundred  dollars  each  for  his  mer- 
itorous  work  of  last  night.  What  name 
shall  we"  engross  upon  the  check?" 

At  that  moment  Pickles  came  to  the 
door.  Mr.  Henry  introduced  him  to  the 
gentlemen  as  Pickles.  Each  of  them 
grasped  him  by  the  hand  and  praised  his 
bravery. 

"My  name  is  George  F.  Hawley;  I  re- 
present the  express  company  and  we  have- 
come  to  present  you  a  check  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  for  your  skill  in  ferreting  out 
the  robbers  who  held  us  up  night  before 
last.  To  whom  shall  we  make  the  check 
payable?" 

"To  John  Henry,"  said  Pickles. 

"My  name  is  Samuel  T.  Rockford.  I 
am  general  manager  of  this  line.  I  also- 
have  a  check  for  a  similar  amount.  What 
name  shall  I  insert  as  payee?" 

"The  same  as  on  the  other.  I  owe  dad 
more  than  that,  and  it  wouldn't  half  pay 
mother  for  all  her  kindness  to  me.  Thank 
you,  sir." 

"Pickles,  here  is  a  bit  of  cardboard,, 
upon  which  I  have  engrossed  the  name 
•Pickles.'  It  will  carry  you  over  our  lines 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  You 
will  send  it  to  our  office  each  succeeding 
year  of  your  life  and  we  Will  take  pleas- 
ure in  renewing  it.  I  want  you  to  come 
to  see  me  sometimes,  and  if  you  ever 
have  any  wish  to  enter  railway  service 
come  to  me." 

As  Pickles  shook  hands  with  the  gentle- 
men he  longed  to  tell  them  that  he  would 
like  to  become  an  accomplished  operator 
and  have  an  office  that  he  could  call  his- 
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own.  As  he  waved  them  farewell  he  de- 
termined to  call  upon  the  general  mana- 
ger at  the  first  opportunity  and  solicit  his 
aid  in  securing  a  position  like  Dickey's. 

The  harvest  season  was  drawing  to  a 
close  when  one  evening  there  alighted 
from  a  carriage  a  gentleman  whom  Pick- 
les recognized  at  once  as  John  Matlock. 
He  had  often  wondered  what  became  of 
the  wiry  marshal  who  he  had  saved  from 
the  giant's  grip,  and  often  found  his 
thoughts  dwelling  upon  him  in  a  spirit  of 
admiration.  The  searching  black  eyes 
had  a  magnetism  about  them  that  left  an 
impression  upon  Pickles'  mind.  Now 
that  he  was  again  to  meet  him  he  felt  that 
his  visit  was  one  intended  in  his  honor 
and  he  bounded  down  the  path  and  said: 

"I  am  awful  glad  to  see  you,  Mr.  Mat- 
lock. Shall  I  put  your  horse  away? 
You'll  stay  with  me  awhile,  won't  you?" 

"Don't  take  the  harness  off,  Pickles; 
just  give  him  a  little  water.  Still,  if  you 
wish,  you  can  take  off  the  bridle  and  put 
a  halter  on  him  and  leave  him  eat  a  lit- 
tle. I  must  go  back  again  tonight  as  I 
have  orders  to  go  to  St.  Louis  at  once." 

"All  right,  sir;  this  is  my  father,  John 
Henry,  Mr.  Matlock;  and  this  is  my 
mother." 

Pickles  left  them  shaking  hands  and 
talking  over  the  events  that  had  led  to 
the  acquaintance  of  Pickles.  When  he 
returned,  Mr.  Matlock  said: 

"Pickles,  I  wish  you  will  show  me  the 
articles  you  have  that  were  upon  your 
person  when  you  were  found  in  the 
wreck.  I  have  been  looking  over  an  old 
note  book  of  mine  and  find  inscribed 
therein  a  memoranda  that  I  believe  will 
interest  you.  I  have  another  memoranda 
that  appears  to  dovetail  into  the  first  in 
such  a  way  that  leads  me  to  believe  that 
the  two  lead  to  the  same  person— your- 
self." 

Mrs.  Henry  went  up  stairs  and  pro- 
duced a  little  box  securely  tied  with  a 
faded  ribbon. 

"This  box  has  all  the  things  that  he 
wore  on  that  night.  Here  are  his  shoes; 
here  are  his  stockings  and  his  little 
dresses  and  skirts.  Here  is  a  little  ring 
with  a  bangle  and  on  it  the  letters  F.  R. 
Here's  how  we  came  to  name  him  Pick- 


les," said  Mrs.  Henry,  lifting  a  neatly 
embroidered  piece  of  linen  and  pointing 
to  the  dim  outlines  of  a  word  that  had  a 
faint  resemblance  to  that  word. 

Matlock  seized  the  garment  and  fast- 
ened his  eyes  upon  the  name. 

"I  will  have  to  use  a  glass,"  he  said, 
simply. 

Bringing  a  powerful  glass  to  bear  upon 
the  fabric,  he  again  examined  it. 

"The  name  is  R— u— c— k— 1— e— s," 
said  Matlock,  spelling  each  letter.  "I 
made  a  note  of  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding the  wreck  at  the  time,  as  I 
always  do.  I  find  a  notation  among 
others  that  John  Henry  rescued  a  male 
infant  and  was  advertising  for  relatives. 
I  dropped  all  thought  of  the  matter  after 
that  and  filed  this  note  book  away.  I 
was  serving  as  claim  agent  for  this  com- 
pany at  the  time  of  the  disaster  at  this 
bridge.  In  looking  over  the  notes  made 
at  that  time  I  find  a  list  of  passengers' 
names  with  their  addresses,  so  far  as  I 
was  able  to  obtain  them  at  that  time  and 
which  I  have  since  completed  from  the 
records  of  the  office. 

"For  the  past  week  I  have  been  follow- 
ing every  clue  possible  with  the  determi- 
nation of  learning  what  passengers  were 
the  parents  of  the  boy  known  as  Pickles. 
I  had  also  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  dead 
and  injured.  Among  the  injured  I  found 
a  man  who  had  a  recollection  of  seeing  a 
baby  in  the  arms  of  a  lady  who  occupied 
the  same  sleeper  as  himself,  and  who,  he 
assured  me,  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  D. 
Ruckles  from  Portland.  I  asked  Mr. 
Rockford  if  he  had  any  knowledge  of 
a  baby  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Ruckles,  but 
he  said  he  had  none.  I  then  wired  the 
agency  at  Portland  to  ascertain  from  the 
record  of  births  if  there  had  been  regis- 
tered a  birth  in  the  family  of  R.  D.  Ruck- 
les any  time  during  the  years  of  1886  or 
'87.  Here  is  his  reply,"  said  Mr.  Matlock, 
producing  the  message. 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Dane  Ruckles, 
on  March  20,  1887,  male  infant.  Chas.  T. 
Hosmer,  attending  physician.  Signed: 
Fisher." 

"This  completes  the  evidence  to  my 
mind,"  said  Matlock,  laying  his  hand 
upon  Pickles'  head,  "that  you  are  the 
son  of  R.  D.  Ruckles,  who  was  killed  in 
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the  wreck  thirteen  years  ago.  Now  one 
other  bit  of  evidence  and  I  have  done.  I 
received  today  a  letter  from  my  friend 
Fisher,  who  has  made  further  inquiry  in 
the  case,  and  he  advises  me  that  npon 
the  records  of  the  St.  Panl  Chnrch  he 
finds  engrossed  the  record  of  the  baptis- 
mal and  christening  ceremony  of  the  male 
infant  of  R.  D.  Ruckles,  and  I  have  now 
the  pleasure  of  pronouncing  for  the  first 
time  within  your  recollection,  your  name, 
my  boy." 

"It  is— Frederick  Mayon  Ruckles.  And 
now,  Fred,  let  me  congratulate  you  on 
having  a  name  that  you  can  call  your 
own." 

There  was  a  silence  for  some  seconds, 
then  Fred  spoke: 

"Did  you  ever  find  out  who  my  parents 
were  going  to  visit?" 

"Yes.  Your  mother  was  a  sister  of  Mr. 
Rockford." 

"Then  the  general  manager  is  my 
uncle." 

"Exactly.  And  a  nobler  man  never 
lived;  he  has  expressed  himself  as  de- 
termined to  look  after  that  boy  Pickles, 
but  I  think  when  he  learns  that  the  little 
hero  in  which  he  is  so  interested  is  his 
only  sister's  son  he  will  be  inclined  to  do 
much  more." 

"I  don't  know  whether  to  be  glad  or 
not.  I  love  dad  and  mother  with  my 
whole  heart  and  I  shall  always  love 
them,"  he  said,  putting  his  arms  around 


her  neck  and  kissing  her.  "I  know  I 
shall  like  my  uncle,  too,  for  he  was  very 
kind  to  me,  but  now  that  I  have  been  so 
fortunate  in  finding  who  I  am,  how  can  I 
repay  you  for  your  trouble,  Mr.  Matlock?" 

"Fred,  you  don't  owe  me  anything.  I 
am  your  debtor.  Had  it  not  been  for 
your  pluck  that  burly  brute  would  have 
had  my  life  choked  out  in  less  than  a 
minute  more.  We'll  say  no  more  about 
that  now.  Tomorrow  you  may  expect 
your  uncle  to  call  upon  you  again  and  I 
would  advise  that  you  follow  his  counsel, 
for  he  will  be  able  to  surround  you  with 
better  advantages  than  Mr.  Henry.  Don't 
you  think  this  a  wise  move,  sir?"  he  said, 
turning  to  him. 

It  was  agreed  that  it  was  for  the  best 

that  Fred  should  secure  those  advantages 

that  would  open  to  him  with  his  entrance 

to  his  uncle's  home,  and  they  were  not 

mistaken,  for  on  the  following  day  Mr. 

Rockford  came,  and  after  a  delightful 

visit  and  a  country  dinner  that  he  greatly 

enjoyed,  they  went  away,  Fred  promising 

to  run  down  home  often. 

*•*•**•* 

Fred  writes  home  from  college  that  he 
has  sure  hopes  of  carrying  first  honors, 
and  at  the  same  time  asks  permission  to 
strive  for  second  honors  as  well,  for  he 
says,  "Myrtle  has  been  a  close  second  in 
all  my  studies  and  I  would  like  your  con- 
sent to  our  union  so  soon  as  I  shall  attain 
my  majority." 


INTERESTING  OTFORAATIONo 


The  recent  announcement  of  a  new 
British  loan  of  $300,000,000  lends  interest 
to  a  statement  just  issued  by  the  Treas- 
ury Bureau  of  Statistics  regarding  the 
national  debts  of  the  world.  This  state- 
ment shows  in  brief  that  the  national 
debts  of  the  world  aggregated  more  than 
$30,000,000,000  at  the  close  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  or  ten  times  as  much  as 
in  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  In  1793,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Napoleonic  wars,  the  national  debts  of 
the  world  amounted  to  approximately  2%. 
billion  dollars;  in  1900  they  were,  accord- 


ing to  the  best  information  obtainable, 
31  billion  dollars.  In.  general  terms  it 
may  be  said  that  the  world's  national  in- 
debtedness in  1900  aggregated  ten  times 
what  it  did  at  the  beginning  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  Meantime  population 
has  increased  15(>J ,  and  gold  and  silver, 
which  form  the  basis  of  the  money  with 
which  debt  payments  are  made,  300*, 
tnough  the  proportion  of  the  existing 
gold  and  silver  which  is  turned  into  coin 
is  now  much  greater  than  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  nineteenth  century,  while  the 
utilization  of  the  various  forms  of  credit 
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as  currency  may  have  increased  the 
world's  circulating  medium  quite  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  in  its  national 
debts. 

Whether  national  wealth  has  increased 
as  rapidly  as  national  indebtedness  is 
equally  difficult  to  determine,  since 
official  estimates  of  national  wealth  were 
made  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  in 
the  case  of  only  a  few  nations.  The 
wealth  of  the  United  Kingdom,  France, 
Spain,  and  the  United  States  in  1800  is 
estimated  at  $20,244,640,000,  while  Mulhall 
in  1895  estimated  their  wealth  at  $195,759,- 
829,000,  or  practically  ten  times  that  at 
the  beginning  of  the  century.  The  debts 
of  these  four  nations  in  1793  aggregated 
but  $1,630,279,000  and  in  1903  were  $11,764,- 
000,000  or  seven  times  as  much  as  in  1793. 
If  the  rate  of  growth  in  wealth  which  has 
characterized  the  four  nations  whose 
growth  during  the  century  may  be  also 
properly  applied  to  the  world  at  large,  it 
may  be  said  that  the  growth  of  national 
wealth  has  about  kept  pace  with  that  of 
national  indebtedness,  since  national 
wealth  in  the  cases  where  it  can  be  meas- 
ured is  today  ten  times  as  great  as  at  the 
beginning  of  the  19th  century  and  the 
national  indebtedness,  where  it  can  be 
measured,  is  today  about  ten  times  what 
it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  century, 

This  enormous  increase  in  national  in< 
debtedness  is  chiefly  the  result  of  wars, 
standing  armies,  and  works  of  public 
utility.  To  this  may  be  added  a  tendency 
in  many  cases  to  create  an  annual  deficit 
by  expenditures  exceeding  revenues  made 
in  deference  to  popular  demand,  which 
deficits  ultimately  take  the  form  of  funded 
or  bonded  indebtedness.  But  the  bulk  of 
these  enormous  debts  is  from  war  and 
war  preparations  and  the  construction  of 
public  works,  such  as  railways,  canals, 
harbors,  and  the  improvement  of  water- 
ways. Of  the  railways  of  the  world, 
whose  total  cost  has  been  estimated  at 


$30,000,000,000,  about  one-third  are  owned 
by  national  governments,  indicating  that 
approximately  one-third  of  the  increase 
in  indebtedness  has  been  applied  to  works 
of  this  character.  But  the  fact  that  great 
wars  have  compelled  the  nations  engaged 
in  them  to  instantly  make  enormous  ad- 
ditions to  their  funded  indebtedness 
clearly  identifies  this  as  the  principal 
factor  in  the  great  increase  in  national 
indebtedness  which  has  characterized  the 
history  of  national  finances  in  the  19tb 
century. 

In  1748  the  debt  of  England  was  .£76,000,- 
000,  while  the  seven  years'  war  brought 
it  in  1763  to  about  ^"133,000,000.  The  years 
of  peace  intervening  between  that  date 
and  the  beginning  of  the  American  war 
somewhat  reduced  the  debt,  but  at  the 
termination  of  the  war  with  the  American 
colonies  in  1784  the  debt  of  England  was 
^273,000,000.  A  reduction  followed  during 
the  ten  years  of  peace,  but  the  21  years  of 
war  from  1794  to  1815  left  the  total  debt  at 
^902,000,000,  the  highest  point  which  it  has 
overreached.  The  39  years  of  peace  which 
followed  reduced  it  to  ^800,000,000,  but 
the  Crimean  war  which  lasted  two  years 
again  increased  it  to  ^834,000,000,  while 
the  South  African  war  at  the  close  of  the 
century  recorded  another  increase  of  i~30,- 
000,000  of  funded  indebtedness,  besides  a 
considerable  increase  by  exchequer  bonds, 
to  which  may  still  be  added  the  recent 
loan  of  ^60,000,000  just  announced. 

Turning  to  France  the  evidence  of  in- 
creased indebtedness  by  war  is  equally 
apparent.  Her  national  debts  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Second  Empire  are  esti- 
mated by  Baxter  at  /245,000,000,  and  by 
the  expenses  of  the  Crimean,  Italian, 
Chinese,  Cochin-China,  Mexican  and 
German  wars,  had,  according  to  the  same 
authority,  reached  ^550,000,000  by  1871, 
while  the  issuance  of  securities  amount- 
ing to  2,277  million  francs  in  1871  testifies 
to  the  cost  of  her  war  with  Germany. 
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AND  ANSWERS  ON  THIS  AIR  BRAKE. 


EDITED  BY  GEORGE  PARKER. 


Courtesy  P.  M.  Nellis.  Secy.  Air  Brake  Assn. 


[ Note. — This  department  is  opened  for  the  benefit  of  our  members,  and  any  Questions  asked  should 
pertain  directly  to  tbe  lesson  or  which  has  been  printed.  Address  all  communications  to  Thb  Rail- 
way Conductor.J 


Q.— 1.  What  is  the  power  used  to  operate  an  air  brake? 
A.— Compressed  air. 

Q.—2.  Does  this  include  both  the  straight  air  brake  and  the  automatic  brake? 

A.— Yes,  both  are  brakes  operated  by  compressed  air. 

Q. — 3.  How  is  the  air  compressed  for  use  in  the  brake  system? 

A.— By  an  air  pump  or  compressor  on  the  locomotive. 

Q.— 4.  How  does  it  apply  the  brake?  , 

A.— By  being  admitted  to  a  brake  cylinder  and  forcing  a  piston  out,  which,  by 
means  of  its  connecting  rods  and  levers,  pulls  the  brake  shoes  against  the  wheels. 
Q.— 5.  How  is  the  brake  released? 

A.— By  allowing  the  air  in  the  cylinder  to  escape  to  the  atmosphere.  A  spring 
then  shoves  the  piston  back  and  the  brake  shoes  will  leave  the  wheels. 

Q.— 6.  With  the  first,  and  simplest,  form  of  an  air  brake,  commonly  called 
"straight  air,"  where  was  the  pressure  stored  or  carried  that  was  used  to  apply  the 
brakes? 

A.— In  the  main  reservoir  on  the  engine. 

Q. — 7.  To  apply  this  form  of  brake  where  did  the  pressure  go? 
A.— From  the  main  drum  through  the  brake  valve  into  the  train  pipe,  and  from 
there  directly  into  the  brake  cylinders 

Q. — 8.  Why  is  such  a  brake  unsatisfactory? 

A.— Because,  on  account  of  having  a  direct  opening  from  the  train  pipe  to  the 
brake  cylinder,  any  opening  of  the  train  pipe  to  the  atmosphere,  as  a  burstedhose, 
would  cause  the  brakes  to  release  owing  to  the  pressure  escaping;  further,  none  of 
the  train  crew  could  operate  it  with  the  exception  of  the  enginemen. 

Q.— 9.  What  is  the  other  form  of  brake  that  superseded  the  straight  air  brake? 

A.— The  automatic  brake. 

Q.— 10.  Why  is  it  called  an  automatic  brake? 

A.— Because  if  anything,  no  matter  what,  causes  a  reduction  of  pressure  in  the 
train  pipe  the  brake  will  apply  automatically. 

Q.— 11.  Is  main  drum  pressure  ever  used  in  applying  an  automatic  brake? 
A.— It  is  not. 

Q.— 12.  What  essential  parts  has  the  automatic  brake  on  a  car  that  the  straight  air 
brake  has  not? 

A.— An  auxiliary  reservoir  and  a  triple  valve. 

Q.— 13.  Where  is  the  pressure  that  supplies  the  brake  cylinder  stored  or  carried 
with  the  automatic  system? 

A.— In  the  auxiliary  reservoir  under  each  car. 

Q.— 14.  How  does  the  auxiliary  reservoir  compare  in  size  with  the  main  drum? 
A. — It  is  much  smaller. 

Q.— 15.  How  is  it  possible  to  have  the  auxiliary  reservoir  so  much  smaller  than 
the  main  drum  and  yet  obtain  the  same  brake  force  with  the  automatic  as  with  the 
straight  air  brake? 

A.— The  auxiliary  reservoir  only  supplies  one  brake  cylinder  with  the  automatic 
brake,  while  with  the  straight  air  the  main  reservoir  supplied  the  pressure  tor  all  the 
brake  cylinders  in  the  train. 

Q.— 16.  What  had  to  be  done  to  apply  the  straight  air  brake? 
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A.— Admit  the  air  from  the  main  reservoir  on  the  engine  to  the  train  pipe,  filling 
it  and  the  brake  cylinders. 

Q.— 17.  What  has  to  be  done  to  apply  the  automatic  brake? 

A.— Reduce,  or  withdraw,  the  train  pipe  pressure,  which  reduction  causes  the 
triple  valve  to  move  and  admit  the  pressure  from  the  auxiliary  reservoirs  to  the  brake 


Q.— 18.  From  the  pump  where  does  the  air  pressure  got 

A.— To  the  main  drum. 

Q. — 19.  Where  is  the  main  drum  located? 

A. — Generally  on  the  engine,  though  sometimes  it  is  on  the  tender. 

Q.— 20.  With  the  automatic  brake  what  is  the  main  drum  pressure  used  for? 

A.— To  release  the  brakes  and  recharge  the  auxiliary  reservoirs. 

Q  —21.  Where  does  ihe  main  drum  pressure  commence  and  where  does  it  end? 

A.— Commences  at  the  pump  and  ends  at  the  engineer's  brake  valve. 

Q.— 22.  Does  the  size  of  the  main  drum  materially  affect  the  working  of  the  brakes? 

A.— Yes,  to  a  very  great  extent. 

Q.—  23.  How  does  it  do  so? 

A.— The  larger  the  volume  is,  the  greater  will  be  the  amount  that  must  be  with- 
drawn to  cause  the  same  reduction  in  pounds  pressure.  So  that  a  large  main  dram 
can  give  up  more  of  its  volume  to  the  cars  without  reducing  any.morein  pounds  than 
a  small  drum.  It  follows  from  this  that  a  large  drum  could  charge  more  cars  than 
a  small  drum  having  the  same  initial  pressure,  or  the  large  drum  would  charge  the 
same  number  of  cars  to  a  higher  pressure. 

Q  —24.    How  large  should  the  main  drum  be? 

A  —As  large  as  practicable.  Where  there  is  not  sufficient  room  for  one  large  one, 
two  small  ones  should  be  used. 

Q.— 25.  What  is  the  smallest  size  of  main  drum  permissible  in  freight  service? 
A. — A  capacity  of  20,000  cubic  inches. 

Q.— 26.  Why  do  freight  trains  require  a  larger  main  drum  than  passenger  trains? 
A.— They  are  so  much  longer  that  it  requires  more  air  to  fill  the  train  pipe  and 
auxiliaries  after  an  application. 

Q.— 27.  How  much  main  drum  pressure  should  be  carried? 

A.— Ninety  pounds,  ordinarily,  though  local  conditions  govern  the  amount.  The 
size  of  the  main  drum,  the  length  of  the  train  and  the  conditions  of  service  determine 
this. 

Q. — 28.  Is  there  any  other  name  for  main  drum  pressure? 
A  — Yes;  it  is  sometimes  called  excess  pressure. 
Q  —29.  When  is  it  called  excess  pressure? 

A.— When  there  is  more  pressure  in  the  main  drum  than  in  the  train  pipe. 
Q.— 30.  When  is  excess  pressure  obtained? 

A.— With  the  brake  valve  in  running  position,  on  lap  or  in  the  application  posi- 
tions. 

Q  — 31.  Is  it  neccessary  to  have  excess  pressure? 

A.— Yes;  to  insure  a  prompt  and  certain  release  of  brakes  on  trains  of  any  con- 
siderable length.  1 

Q.— 32.  When  is  it  needed  worst? 

A.— After  an  emergency  application  or  the  train  breaking  in  two. 
Q— 33.  Is  a  very  high  excess  pressure  advisable? 

A.— No.  On  account  of  the  liability  of  overheating  the  pump  and  of  injury  tothe 
older  form  of  pump  governor  where  it  is  attached  to  train  pipe  pressure.  In  this  case 
the  excess  pressure  would  increase  very  materially  when  the  brakes  were  applied. 

Q.— 34.  Why  does  the  pump  htat  easier  against  a  high  excess  pressure? 

A.— Because  the  higher  the  pressure  the  greater  the  degree  of  heat  generated 
during  compression. 

Q.— 35.  What  effect  does  water  in  the  main  drum  have? 
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A. — It  occupies  space  that  should  be  filled  by  air,  and  so  doing  reduces  the  air 
capacity  of  the  drnm. 

Q.— 36.  How  often  should  the  drum  be  drained? 

A. — At  the  end  of  each  trip. 

Q. — 37.  Where  does  the  water  come  from? 

A.— Prom  the  atmosphere.  There  is  always  more  or  less  moisture  contained  in 
atmospheric  air,  and  the  water  remaining  in  the  drum  is  the  drainage  from  all  the  air 
that  passes  through  the  drum. 

Q.— 38.  Does  leakage  at  the  stuffing  box  affect  the  amount  of  water  collected 
there? 

A.  But  very  little.  Experiment  having  proven  that  the  amount  received  through 
the  stuffing  box  is  very  small  indeed. 

Q.— 39.  From  the  main  drum  where  does  the  air  go? 

A.— To  the  engineer's  brake  valve  and  through  that  into  the  train  pipe. 


THE  TRIPLE  VALVE. 


Q.— 40.  What  is  the  train  pipe  connected  to  under  the  car? 

A.-  The  triple  valve. 

Q.— 41.  Why  is  it  called  a  triple  valve? 

A — Because  it  does  three  things;  charges  the  auxiliary  reservoir,  applies  and  re- 
leases the  brake. 

Q. — 42.  How  many  forms  of  triple  valves  are  there  in  use,  and  what  are  they 
called? 

A.— Two,  the  plain  and  quick-action  triple  valves. 
Q. — 43.  Which  was  the  first  or  simplest  form? 
A. — The  plain  triple. 

Q.— 44.  What  are  the  working  parts  of  a  plain  triple? 
A.— A  piston,  a  slide  valve  and  a  graduating  valve. 
Q.— 45.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  piston? 

A. — To  cover  and  uncover  the  feed  port  leading  from  the  train  pipe  to  the  auxili- 
ary reservoir  and  to  move  the  slide  and  graduating  valves. 

Q. — 46.  How  does  the  air  get  from  the  triple  valve  to  the  auxiliary  reservoir? 

A.— It  passes  through  a  small  groove  or  port  uncovered  by  the  piston  when  it  is 
in  the  release  position,  thence  through  a  large  opening  to  the  auxiliary  reservoir. 

q  _47.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  slide  valve? 

A.— To  cover  and  uncover  the  port  leading  from  the  brake  cylinder  to  the  atmo- 
sphere, and  in  conjunction  with  the  graduating  valve  to  uncover  the  port  leading 
from  the  auxiliary  reservoir  to  the  brake  cylinder. 

Q.— 48.  What  actuates  the  piston? 

A. — The  air  pressure  on  either  side  of  it. 

Q.— 49.  What  are  these  pressures  and  where? 

A.— The  train  pipe  pressure  on  the  plain  side  and  the  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure 
on  the  slide  valve  side  of  the  piston. 

Q.— 50.  How  do  they  stand,  comparatively  speaking,  when  the  car  is  charged  up? 
A.— Equal. 

Q.— 51.  Which  pressure  must  be  the  greater  in  order  to  move  the  piston  and  slide 
valve  to  a  position  for  applying  brakes? 
A. — The  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure. 
Q.— 52.  How  is  it  made  so? 
A.— By  reducing  the  train  pipe  pressure. 
Q.— 53.  How  does  reducing  train  pipe  pressure  do  this  ? 

A.— As  soon  as  a  reduction  is  made  in  the  train  pipe  below  the  auxiliary  reser- 
voir pressure,  the  latter  being  the  stronger,  forces  the  piston  in  the  direction  of  the 
weaker  pressure.  The  piston  in  moving  carries  the  graduating  valve  and  the  slide 
valve  with  it,  first  closing  the  feed  port  to  the  auxiliary,  thus  causing  the  slide  valve 
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to  cover  the  exhaust  port;  then  continuing  its  movement  the  port  from  the  auxiliary 
to  the  brake  cylinder  is  uncovered. 

Q.— 54.  By  reducing  train  pipe  pressure  five  pounds  below  auxiliary  pressure,  how 
much  would  be  allowed  to  leave  the  auxiliary  and  go  to  the  brake  cylinder? 

A.— About  five  pounds. 

Q. — 55.  What  would  prevent  more  from  going  to  the  brake  cylinder? 

A.— As  soon  as  the  auxiliary  pressure  had  reduced,  by  expanding  into  the  brake 
cylinder,  to  a  point  equal  to,  or  a  fraction  below,  the  train  pipe  pressure,  this  pres- 
sure being  slightly  stronger  than  that  remaining  in  the  auxiliary,  would  force  the 


piston  back  until  it  seated  the  graduating  valve,  thus  closing  the  communication  t» 
the  cylinder. 

Q.— 56.  In  doing  this,  does  it  move  the  slide  valve?  , 
A.— No;  only  the  graduating  valve.  ! 
Q.— 57.  In  order  to  obtain  a  greater  pressure  in  the  brake  cylinder,  what  wonli 
have  to  be  done? 

A.— Reduce  the  train  pipe  pressure  more. 

Q.— 58.  Upon  the  second  reduction  of  train  pipe  pressure,  does  the  piston  move 
the  slide  valve? 

A.— No;  after  the  first  reduction  the  slide  valve  remains  stationary  until  the  brake 
is  either  fully  applied  or  released. 

Q.— 59.  When  the  brake  is  fully  applied  how  do  the  pressures  in  the  auxiliaries 
and  brake  cylinder  stand,  comparatively  speaking? 

A. — Equal. 

Q.— 60.  How  much  would  it  be  necessary  to  reduce  train  pipe  pressure  to  accon-  I 
plish  this? 

A.— From  20  to  25  pounds;  not  exceeding  the  latter  amount. 
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Q. — 61.  Why  do  we  not  gain  in  braking  power  after  a  25-pound  reduction? 
A. — Because  a  direct  communication  is  established  between  the  auxiliary  reser- 
roir  and  brake  cylinder,  and  the  pressures  are  equal. 
Q.— 62.  What  must  be  done  to  release  the  brake? 

A. — The  train  pipe  pressure  must  be  made  stronger  than  the  remaining  auxiliary 
pressure,  that  it  may  force  the  piston  and  slide  valve  to  release  position  against  that 
pressure.  In  so  doing  the  communication  between  the  auxiliary  and  brake  cylinder 
is  closed  and  the  exhaust  port  from  the  cylinder  to  the  atmosphere  is  opened. 

Q.— 63.  How  can  the  train  pipe  pressure  be  made  the  stronger? 

A. — By  either  admitting  air  from  the  main  drum  to  the  train  pipe  or  decreasing 
the  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure  by  the  release  valve. 

Q. — 64.  What  position  must  the  triple  valve  be  in  to  recharge  the  auxiliary  reser- 
voir— a  position  for  applying  or  releasing  brakes? 

A. — For  releasing  brakes. 

Q.— 65.  Is  it  possible  to  operate  the  plain  and  quick-action  triple  valves  together 
and  have  them  work  in  harmony  with  each  other? 
A— It  is. 

Q. — 66.  How  would  it  be  necessary  to  operate  the  brakes  to  accomplish  this? 
A. — Apply  them  gradually. 

Q.— 67.  Why  is  it  that  when  the  brakes  are  applied  gradually  these  two  forms  of 
triple  valves  will  do  the  same  work? 

A. — The  same  parts  only  in  either  form  of  triple  operate. 

Q_. — 68.  What  are  these  parts? 

A. — The  piston,  the  slide  and  graduating  valves. 

Q  —69.  Have  these  two  forms  of  triple  valves  these  same  parts  in  common? 
A.- Yes. 

Q.— 70.  If  these  two  triple  valves  have  the  same  parts  and  operate  the  same  when 
applied  gradually,  how  does  the  latter  form  obtain  the  name  of  quick-action? 

A. — By  applying  the  brakes  considerably  quicker  when  applied  in  the  emergency 
than  the  plain  triple  valve  could.   It  also  applies  them  with  increased  force. 

Q. — 71.  Does  it  obtain  a  greater  pressure  in  the  brake  cylinder  with  the  same 
initial  pressure  in  the  auxiliary  reservoir? 

A.— Yes 

Q.— 72.  How  is  this  accomplished? 

A.— The  quick-action  triple  valve  has  a  series  of  supplementary  valves  which  the 
plain  triple  valve  has  not,  which,  when  thrown  into  operation,  admits  a  portion  of 
the  train  pipe  pressure,  in  the  brake  cylinder,  while  at  the  same  time  the  slide  valve 
permits  a  large  volume  of  auxiliary  pressure  to  flow  to  the  cylinder.  It  is  the  extra 
pressure  obtained  from  the  train  pipe  that  increases  the  brake  cylinder  pressure. 

Q.— 73.  How  are  these  valves  thrown  into  operation  by  an  emergency  application 
when  they  are  not  so  operated  by  a  gradual  application? 

A.— A  quick  reduction  in  the  train  pipe  pressure  causes  the  piston  to  travel  the 
full  length  of  its  cylinder,  thereby  bringing  the  removed  corner  of  the  slide  valve  over 
a  port  which  permits  the  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure  to  pass  down  on  top  of  the 
emergency  piston,  forcing  it  downward,  which  piston  unseats  the  emergency  valve, 
thereby  forming  a  direct  opening  to  the  brake  cylinder  from  above  the  emergency 
check  valve.  There  being  practically  no  pressure  in  the  cylinder  and  a  comparative- 
ly high  pressure  in  the  train  pipe,  the  latter  pressure  will  unseat  the  check  valve  and 
pass  into  the  cylinder  until  the  cylinder  pressure  is  about  equal  to  the  pressure  re- 
maining in  the  train  pipe;  the  check  valve  would  then  seat  itself.  At  the  same  time 
that  this  movement  is  made,  another  but  much  smaller  port  is  opened  by  the  slide 
valve,  leading  directly  from  the  auxiliary  to  the  cylinder,  thus  admitting  auxiliary 
reservoir  pressure  to  the  cylinder. 

Q.— 74.  Would  this  brake,  applied  in  quick-action,  be  any  harder  to  release  than  a 
brake  applied  by  the  plain  triple  in  the  emergency? 
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A.— Yes;  having  a  higher  brake  cylinder  pressure,  it  must  also  have  a  higher 
auxiliary  reservoir  pressure;  that  being  the  pressure  to  overcome  in  releasing 
brakes,  it  would  necessarily  require  more  pressure  to  release  it. 

Q.— 75.  How  quick  a  reduction  must  be  made  to  get  the  quick-action  application? 

A.— Quicker  than  the  graduating  valve  can  accommodate.  That  is,  train  pipe 
pressure  must  be  reduced  faster  than  the  graduating  valve  can  reduce  the  auxiliary 
reservoir  pressure.  As  long  as  the  reduction  of  train  pipe  pressure  is  only  as  fast  as 
the  graduating  valve  can  reduce  the  auxiliary  pressure,  the  gradual  or  service  appli- 
cation is  all  that  can  be  obtained.  If  the  reduction  of  train  pipe  pressure  is  made 
enough  faster  to  allow  the  auxiliary  pressure  to  overcome  the  graduating  spring, 
quick  action  will  follow. 

Q.— 76.  In  a  quick-action  application  which  pressure  reaches  the  brake  cylinder 
first,  train  pipe  or  auxiliary  pressure? 

A.— The  train  pipe  pressure  reaches  the  cylinder  first  in  any  considerable  volume. 
The  ports  from  the  train  pipe  and  auxiliary  are  both  opened  about  the  same  time, 
but  on  account  of  the  port  from  the  auxiliary  being  so  small,  and  the  port  from  the 
train  pipe  so  large,  there  is  practically  no  auxiliary  pressure  going  to  the  brake  cylin- 
der until  the  train  pipe  pressure  has  already  gotten  there. 

Q.— 77.  Why  would  it  not  be  better  to  increase  the  size  of  the  port  from  the  auxil- 
iary to  the  cylinder?  The  object  being  to  get  the  pressure  into  the  cylinder  quicker. 

A.— Because  the  train  pipe  pressure  must  not  be  obstructed  in  any  way,  as  it 
would  be  if  auxiliary  pressure  reached  the  cylinder  first.  If  it  is  so  obstructed  quick- 
action  will  fail  and  the  train  pipe  pressure,  instead  of  going  to  the  brake  cylinder, 
would  go  through  the  brake  valve,  or  other  opening,  to  the  atmosphere. 

Q.— 78.  Why  is  it  necessary  to  have  quick-action  triple  valves? 

A.— In  order  to  get  a  quick  enough  application  on  long  trains  to  avoid  shock  and 
damage  to  the  train,  it  is  necessary  to  reduce  the  train  pipe  pressure  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  the  reduction  of  the  train  pipe  pressure  being  the  fundamental  principle  of 
the  automatic  brake. 

Q.— 79.  How  would  such  a  shock  be  caused  by  a  slower  application? 

A.— The  application  being  slower  the  slack  would  have  achance  to  run  in,  and  the 
brakes  being  applied  on  the  head  end  of  the  train  while  those  on  the  rear  end  were 
not  applied,  the  shock  of  the  slack  running  in  would  be  such  as  might  break  draft 
gear,  shift  loads,  etc.  The  quick-action  application  avoids  this  by  getting  the  brakes 
applied  on  the  rear  end  before  the  slack  has  a  chance  to  run  in,  thus  lessening  the 
shock. 

Q.— -80.  If  three  or  four  plain  triple  valves  were  placed  at  the  head  end  of  a  train, 
could  quick-action  be  obtained  with  quick-action  triples  on  the  rear  end? 

A.— It  is  doubtful.  The  reduction  might  not  be  made  sufficiently  fast  at  the 
quick-action  triples  on  account  of  the  long  pipe  intervening  between  them  and  the 
brake  valve. 

Q.— 81.  Are  there  any  other  conditions  that  could  cause  this  same  result? 

A.— Yes;  excessively  crooked  pipework  has  been  known  to  cause  it.  Quick-action 
triple  valves  cut  out  or  with  the  quick-action  feature  blocked  would  also  do  it. 

Q. — 82.  If  three  or  four  cars  were  cut  out  in  the  middle  of  a  train  of  quick-action 
triples;  or  if  three  or  four  plain  triples  were  located  there,  could  quick  action  be  ob- 
tained throughout  the  train? 

A.— It  is  probable  that  it  would  be  on  all  cars  except  those  cut  out  or  equipped 
with  plain  triples;  on  those  of  course  it  would  not. 

Q.— 83.  Under  these  circumstances  would  the  train  break  in  two  when  the  rear 
brakes  were  applied  in  quick  action? 

A.— No.  When  quick  action  ensues,  or  is  obtained  on  the  rear  portion,  the  slack 
does  not  get  a  chance  to  run  in,  as  would  be  expected,  and  the  application,  as  far  as 
shock  to  the  train  is  concerned,  would  be  almost  the  same  as  if  quick  action  had  re- 
sulted on  the  entire  train.  1 
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Q.— 84.  Can  quick  action  be  obtained  by  going  to  the  emergency  position  after  a 
partial  service  application? 

A.— It  depends  on  the  amount  of  redaction  made  in  service  and  the  length  of  the 
piston  travel.  With  light  service  redactions  and  standard  travel,  partial  quick  action 
could  be  obtained  by  going  to  the  emergency  position.  With  short  travel  or  heavy 
reductions  in  service,  quick  action  could  not  be  obtained  by  afterwards  going  to  the 
emergency  position.  In  neither  case  would  the  full  quick-action  brake  cylinder  pres- 
sure be  obtained;  in  the  former  case  a  gain  would  be  made  over  the  regular  service 
application,  but  in  the  latter  case  full  service  only  would  be  obtained.  This,  how- 
ever, would  be  obtained  quicker  than  if  the  service  application  was  used. 

Q.— 85.  It  was  determined  that  to  recharge  an  auxiliary  reservoir  the  triple  valve 
must  be  in  release  position;  is  it  possible  to  recharge  an  auxiliary  without  entirely 
releasing  the  brake? 

A.— Yes;  by  the  use  of  the  pressure  retaining  valve. 

Q.— £6.  What  is  the  pressure  retaining  valve? 

A. — A  valve  used  to  retain  pressure  in  the  brake  cylinder  while  recharging  the 
auxiliaries  in  descending  grades. 
"Q— 87.  How  does  it  operate? 

A  —It  is  so  constructed  that  it  will  retain  a  certain  amount  of  pressure  in  the 
brake  cylinder,  while  at  the  same  time  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  movement  of  the 
triple  valve.  In  doing  this  it  acts  as  a  pop  valve,  or  obstruction,  on  the  exhaust,  and 
will  allow  the  pressure  to  escape  from  the  cylinder  slowly  until  the  fixed  amount  is 
reached,  when  it  closes  the  exhaust  entirely.  At  this  time  the  triple  has  moved  to 
release  and  opened  the  feed  groove  to  recharge  the  auxiliary. 

Q.— 88.  To  what  part  of  the  brake  apparatus  is  it  attached  to  accomplish  this? 

A.— To  the  exhaust  port  of  the  triple  valve. 

Q.— 89.  When  operative  how  does  the  handle  stand? 

A.— Horizontally. 

Q.— 90.  When  should  they  be  used  and  how? 

A.— In  descending  grades  of  any  length  or  steepness,  provided  the  engineer  con- 
siders it  necessary;  they  should  be  turned  up  horizontal  at  the  summit  and  left  in 
that  position  until  the  foot  of  the  grade  is  reached,  or  the  engineer  whistles  "off 
brakes." 

(TO  BE  CONTINUED.) 


THE  nAXI/AUn  OP  LOYAL.  PERFORMANCE. 

Comprising  the  army  of  railway  em-  responsibility,  they  are  false  to  every 
ployes  are  two  distinct  classes;  one  whose  moral  claim  of  property  interests,  and 
maxim  is  "self,"  first,  last  and  always—  they  impose  an  unholy  burden  on  theser- 
then  yield  to  the  service  the  little  that  vice  by  prostituting  their  own  possibil- 
may  be  left;  their  only  law,  their  own  per-  ties,  which  are  the  legimate  right  of  the 
sonal  convenience;  never  performing  employer.  Their  favorite  epithet  of  re- 
above  the  ordinary,  and  whose  standard  proach  for  those  holding  different  views 
of  excellence  is  a  grade  of  performance  is:  "He  is  a  company  man." 
but  sufficiently  removed  from  a  detectable  This  class  is  directly  responsible  for 
offence  to  avoid  dismissal.  This  class  the  startling  increase  in  the  cost  of  re- 
views with  indifference  any  injury  to  com-  pairs  to  rolling  stock,  so  far  beyond  best 
pany  property  or  reputation,  even  though  estimates  since  the  advent  of  the  auto- 
it  assume  the  proportions  of  a  perfect  matic  coupler,  inasmuch  as  the  coupler 
carnival  of  loss.  Except  as  circumstan-.  has  removed  the  danger  of  hurt  to  them- 
ces  may  center  on  themselves  punishable  selves,  which  heretofore  has  constituted 

_  *A  paper  read  before  the  Pacific  Coast  Railway  Club,  at  San  Francisco.  California,  by  Brother  W. 
H.  Sheasby. 
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a  guarantee  of  a  minimum  damage  to  cars 
and  contents  from  this  source.  This  de- 
struction is,  in  a  very  large  measure,  the 
result  of  retaining  in  the  service,  foremen, 
yardmasters,  and  even  general  yardmas- 
ters,  who  have  never  ceased  to  be  switch- 
men, and  conductors  who,  from  the 
standpoint  of  fitness  for  responsibility, 
should  never  have  been  promoted.  Yet 
this  class  is  suspicious  of  every  good  in- 
tention of  the  management  and  constitute 
a  constant  depression  on  the  general 
average  of  efficiency  in  the  service,  the 
humane  purposes  of  the  Brown  system  of 
discipline  being  totally  inadequate  to  pro- 
tect the  property  interests  from  the  mis- 
chief of  their  false  theories.  In  plain  jus- 
tice to  the  service,  they  should  be  singled 
out,  and  either  promptly  re-educated  or 
spewed  from  its  precincts;  for  by  their 
retention  in  the  service,  every  principle 
of  equitable  compensation  is  outraged. 
And  yet,  under  the  protection  of  wage 
scales  and  contracts,  this  element  re- 
ceives equally  with  that  other  class  whose 
maxim  and  guide  is  the  best  good  of  the 
service;  whose  aim  is  the  full  possibil- 
ities of  men  and  material,  regardless  of 
the  temporary  personal  inconvenience; 
who  deem  it  a  duty  to  protect  against  in- 
jury every- interest  under  their  care;  who 
consider  the  company's  reputation  as 
aimed  at  and  developed  by  the  manage- 
ment, just  as  much  a  property  as  is  the 
car  or  locomotive,  and  because  more  del- 
icate, more  susceptible  to  hurt  and  far 
more  difficult  or  impossible  of  repair. 

It  is  due  the  service  and  stockholder 
that  from  the  different  grades  of  perform- 
ance, the  best  be  selected  and  made  the 
standard.  Since  employment  is  a  civil 
contract,  anything  short  of  that  standard 
is,  on  the  part  of  the  employe,  a  breach, 
from  the  effects  of  which,  the  property 
interests  possess  the  moral  right  of  self 
protection.  I  do  not  consider  it  foreign 
to  the  subject  here  to  add  the  different 
labor  organizations  are  leaving  a  valua- 
ble work  undone  and  neglecting  much  im- 
portant prestige,  by  failing  to  constitute 
as  one  of  their  underlying  principles,  the 
guarantee  to  employers  that  from  their 
members,  there  can  be  none  but  the  high- 
est standard  of  performance;  and  make 
individual  membership  conditional  on 
the  faithful  rendering  of  such  standard, 


for  the  time  has  come  when  men  for  every 
duty  must  be  selected  from  the  stand- 
point of  their  moral  fitness  to  correctly 
interpret  and  faithfully  contribute  to  high 
standards;  for  construe  as  we  may,  the 
law  of  survival  of  the  fittest  is  certain  to 
dictate  the  final  settlement. 

There  is  no  other  law  on  which  to  base 
a  guarantee  of  high  standards  and  we  must 
recognize  this  important  factor  in  the  con- 
structive evolution  that  is  making:  new 
history,  some  of  the  most  entertaining 
pages  of  which  have  to  do  with  the  sphere 
of  railway  workers. 

The  correct  interpretation  and  adjust- 
ment of  the  law  of  compensation  is  a 
prime  factor  in  establishing  the  striking 
contrast  between  American  and  foreign 
effort  in  the  struggle  for  commercial 
supremacy,  which  is  proclaiming  us  the 
winner  because  of  the  practiced  restraint 
of  energy  in  the  foreign  factory. 

Since  the  engine  wiper  and  yard  fire- 
man of  today  is  the  engineer  of  the  future 
fast  express,  it  needs  no  elaborate  argu- 
ment to  expose  the  unjust  burden  im- 
posed on  the  service  and  public  by  ad- 
mitting to  the  ranks,  in  any  capacity,  the 
moral  degenerate  and  mental  incompe- 
tent, who,  under  the  protection  of  con- 
tracts of  some  labor  organization,  receives 
promotion  on  the  false  theory  of  strict 
seniority,  a  theory  which  bequeaths  to 
the  service  conductors  who  never  were 
good  brakemen  and  engineers  whose 
whole  career  is  a  succession  of  costly 
blunders.  The  moral  logic  of  seniority 
promotion  obtains  only  when  none  but 
high  grade  personality  in  the  employe 
prevails;  for  the  prerequisite  to  any  high 
grade  structure  is  high  grade  material, 
and  the  modern  demand  for  high  class 
performance  as  the  only  means  to  com- 
plete conservation  of  energy  makes  plain 
the  duty  of  railway  managements  to  re- 
cruit the  service  from  the  best  element  of 
American  life. 

Limitless  play  given  to  men's  best  tal- 
ent and  full  development  of  his  possibil- 
ities, together  with  a  liberal  basis  of  re- 
muneration and  a  correct  system  of 
recognition  and  reward  for  special  effort, 
may  be  relied  on  to  furnish  necessary 
incentive. 

Just  as  there  are  two  classes  of  opera- 
tives, so  there  are  two  classes  of  officials 
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-and  managing  heads  of  departments. 
Since  human  natnre  in  the  abstract  is  a 
-constant  factor  and  the  average  employe 
is  a  negative  entity,  results  are  sure  to  be 
determined  by  the  interpretation  of  offic- 
ial possibilities,  and  the  service  naturally 
is  a  correct  reflection  of  such  interpre- 
tation. It  must  not  be  overlooked  nor 
forgotten  that  the  service  will  never  rise 
superior  to  the  conceptions  of  its  manag- 
ing head,  and  any  possible  exception 
proves  the  rule,  proving  also  that  the  ser- 
vice constituting  such  exception  contains 
a  large  per  cent  of  operatives  whose  prior 
education  and  training  have  established 
their  ideals,  and  who  are  sufficiently  true 
to  such  ideals  to  guarantee  superior  per- 
formance. 

Officials  should  contribute  to  the  law  of 
incentive  and  reward;  and  since  there  is 
such  striking  difference  between  results 
voluntarily  arrived  at  in  easy  response  to 
a  harmonious  system  and  results  forced 
against  the  tide  of  natural  and  logical 
conditions  and  the  tendencies  of  an  in- 
telligent service,  that  the  official  measure 
and  caliber  can  be  quickly  taken,  disci- 
pline correctly  administered  will  nearly 
always  secure  the  good  will  of  a  man  and 
engender  in  him  a  resolution  to  avoid  a 
repetition  of  its  necessity,  while  the  op- 
posite course  makes  him  resentful  and 
you  lose  your  prestige  over  him. 

The  average  man  is  largely  an  imitator, 
and  since  it  is  human  to  rest  the  eye  on 
the  last  line,  it  rests  with  the  official 
strata  of  the  service  to  supply  the  superior 
copy  and  guard  well  the  inspiration  of 
exactness;  and  make  strict  observance  of 
such  copy  the  one  condition  of  service. 

Thorough  familiarity  with  every  point 
at  which  orders  may  touch  should  pre- 
cede their  issuance  so  that  friction  may 
be  avoided  and  necessary  harmony  with 
daily  service  conditions  shall  be  guaran- 
teed. It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  opera- 
tive be  up  to  standard  in  honesty  and 
ability;  it  is  equally  essential  that  in  the 
minutest  detail  of  orders  and  methods 
there  be  evidence  of  the  master  mind 
holding  his  respect  and  claiming  his  loy- 
alty. Nothing  is  more  conducive  to  profit- 
able effort  and  high  order  of  discipline  in 
the  employe  than  the  knowledge  that  his 
every  act  is  quickly  taken  at  its  true  value 
to  the  service;  and  surprise  should  not 


ensue  if  contempt  in  the  mind  of  theoper- 
tive  follow  any  hammer  and  tongs  at- 
tempt to  secure  from  impractical  plans 
results  that  are  in  every  way  gratifying. 

While  any  criticism  from  the  employe 
is  distasteful  to  the  theoretical  official, 
it  is  but  natural  that  from  a  class  of  em- 
ployes from  whom  best  results  are  ex- 
pected, there  will  follow  quick  and  criti- 
cal comment  at  the  crucifixion  of  the 
property  interests  on  the  cross  of  theory, 
an  unhappy  condition  that  has  proven 
the  Calvary  of  many  millions  of  the 
money  of  confiding  stock-holders.  Since 
a  high  order  of  intelligence  and  quick 
perception  is  indispensable  to  high  grade 
service,  instead  of  intelligent  criticism 
being  taken  as  an  impertinence,  it  should 
be  given  its  rightful  recognition  as  a  pro- 
lific cradle  of.  discovery  and  improve- 
ment; and  the  successful  management, 
on  discovering  an  employe  doing  his  part 
in  a  manner  which  represents  a  saving  of 
energy  over  the  manner  in  general  use, 
will  see  that  that  particular  thing  shall 
be  done  in  that  particular  way  over  the 
entire  system — thus  applying  the  law  of 
survival  of  the  fittest  and  making  the 
best  the  standard.  What  is  of  equal  force, 
it  will  foster  in  the  employe  the  spirit  of 
invention  and  an  incentive  to  superior 
effort,  which  is  simply  commercial  evolu- 
tion, and  where  the  selection  of  official 
timber  is  based  on  issues  foreign  to  the 
best  good  of  the  service,  this  criticism 
is  inevitable  for  such  unfortunate  selec- 
tion keeps  alive  the  false  theory  that  with 
the  badge  of  authority  goes  immunity 
from  error. 

Human  nature  in  the  operative  is  quick 
to  interpret  the  grim  humor  in  the  evi- 
dence of  most  clumsy  copy,  and  he  be- 
comes indifferent  to  the  leaks  and  hurts 
to  the  property  interests.  There  is  irony 
in  his  criticism  as  he  witnesses  thousands 
lost  in  impractical  attempts  to  save  hun- 
dreds. 

There  is  much  of  the  spirit  of  a  Hob- 
son  and  Funston  in  the  railway  service, 
and  the  official  whose  theories  and  meth- 
ods act  as  a  deterrent  on  this  spirit,  in- 
stead of  incorporating  its  valuable  possi- 
bilities into  the  development  of  a  higher 
service  is  false  to  his  high  stewardship. 

Mines  of  moral  energy  susceptible  of 
wonderful   development   remain  unex- 
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plored  by  many  officials  who  consider  the 
operative  as  purely  a  physical  entity,  and 
who  catalogue  results  as  the  mechanical 
working  out  of  their  own  conceptions  of 
official  ability.  While  there  is  need  for 
considerable  weeding-out  in  the  service 
and  prompt  re-education  of  part  of  the 
remainder,  the  fact  still  remains  that  be- 
fore anything  approaching  an  ideal  serv- 
ice can  be  hoped  for,  the  official  must 
recognize  that  when  the  fullest  develop- 
ment of  the  mechanical  and  physical 
possibilities  are  attained,  his  duty  is  but 
half  performed. 

The  law  of  the  commercial  house  which 
demands  from  the  employe  full  recogni- 
tion of  the  fact  that  the  good  will  of  the 
public  is  essential  to  success,  is  of  equal 
importance  to  the  railway  management; 
yet  to  secure  and  hold  this  voluntary 
loyalty  from  the  army  of  railway  em- 
ployes calls  for  a  much  higher  degree  of 
executive  efficiency. 

I  use  the  term  "voluntary  loyalty"  for 
the  reason  that  there  is  no  other  form  of 
loyalty,  for  while  in  spite  of  frequent 
hatreds  entertained  for  floor  walkers  and 
managing  heads  of  departments,  results 
are  forced  because  of  quick  and  certain 
detection  of  infractions ;  and  the  means 
to  the  end  are  only  mechanical,  while  the 
railway  official  must  secure  his  results, 
first,  by  right  material  in  the  operative, 
and  second,  by  establishing  between  the 
employe  and  the  property  interests  that 
magical  line  of  adhesion  so  vitally  essen- 
tial to  good  railroading.  This  line  of 
adhesion  is  like  the  wireless  telegraphy 
which  is  possible  only  through  the  bat- 
tery of  men's  better  natures,  and  disin- 
tregation  waits  on  ill-advised  and  im- 
practical official  methods ;  yet  consti- 
tuting the  only  sure  guarantee  of  that 
higher  grade  of  cohesive  loyalty  so  indis- 
pensable to  economy  of  energy. 

The  official  who  fails  to  catalogue  this 
cohesion  at  its  true  value,  or  who  deludes 
himself  with  the  belief  that  he  can  gain 
best  results  through  any  other  agency,  is 
remiss  in  his  higher  obligations  to  the 
stockholder.  And  no  theorist  alone  can 
meet  the  call.  He  is  required  to  furnish 
superior  copy  and  forever  divorce  him- 
self from  the  pernicious  theory  of  a  cer- 
tain aristocracy  of  the  service  based  on 
official  position  and  prerogative.  This 


relic  of  the  Babylonish  age,  yet  exten- 
sively adhered  to  by  a  large  per  cent  of 
the  official  strata  and  largely  echoed  by 
the  Sampsons  of  the  navy,  has  robbed 
the  stockholders  of  vast  sums  by  its  im- 
plied imputation  of  personal  inferiority 
of  the  operative,  whose  nature  is  quick 
to  resent,  and  the  result  is  that  many  of 
his  best  possibilities,  which  will  always 
lie  outside  the  limit  of  mechanical  rule, 
are  allowed  to  lie  dormant,  and  he  re- 
mains indifferent  to  the  threat  or  hurt  t» 
the  interests  involved.  Whereas,  the  suc- 
cessful official  fashions  these  possibili- 
ties into  a  magnet  to  save  from  waste 
the  thousand  atoms  from  the  much- 
stirred  mass,  which,  under  the  regime  of 
the  theoretical  official,  will  continue  to 
find  their  way  to  the  commercial  dumps. 

That  official  or  managing  head,  failing 
in  a  correct  conception  of  the  possibili- 
ties of  his  sphere,  and  through  his  igno- 
rance or  wrong  interpretation  there  is 
prostitution  of  energy,  and  a  withholding 
of  the  best  efforts  of  the  high-grade  em- 
ploye, is  just  as  guilty  of  misappropria- 
tion of  that  which  belongs  to  the  property 
as  is  a  conductor  who  takes  and  keeps  a 
fare.  My  own  study  of  the  science  of  my 
chosen  profession  leads  to  the  convictioa 
that  successful  railway  officials  are  born 
and  not  made.  I  am  equally  convinced 
that  the  average  American  operative 
leads  strongly  to  the  side  of  loyalty  and 
superior  effort,  but  he  looks  for  an  affini- 
ty in  his  immediate  and  managing  official, 
and  yields  in  a  degree  to  which  that 
affinity  is  recognized.  He  is  quick  to 
take  his  cue  from  such  discovery;  and  it 
is  to  be  deplored  that  so  many  officials 
seem  to  dread  a  certain  lowering  of  dig- 
nity from  any  kind  of  familiar  contact 
with  the  operative.  The  real  dignity  of 
ability  can  never  be  lowered,  but  it  can 
attract  and  elevate  and  form  copy.  It  is 
a  sacred  duty  of  the  official  to  the  stock- 
holder that  he  recognize  this  truth  and 
act  on  it. 

While  a  high  degree  of  education  is 
essential  to  the  handling  of  railroad 
affairs,  it  is  a  costly  mistake  to  conclude 
that  a  college  education  or  a  thorough 
mastering  of  civil  engineering  is  suffi- 
cient qualification  for  executive  fitness  in 
the  particular  departments  for  which  1 
presume  to  speak.   Candid  and  practical 
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study  of  this  division  of  the  subject  will 
convince  us  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
property  demand  that  for  department 
supervision  there  must  be  selected  men 
whose  judgment  is  matured  and  purified 
through  the  alembic  and  retort  of  ex- 
tended contact  with  each  possible  detail 
and  exigency.  For  of  what  practical 
utility  is  a  lot  of  college  dry-rot,  mis- 
called education,  when  confronting  con- 
ditions of  vital  moment  to  stockholders' 
interests,  yet  regarding  which  no  word  is 
ever  spoken  inside  the  college  walls. 

The  purely  college-bred  official  finds 
himself  suddenly  called  upon  to  furnish 
copy  for  men  of  equal  brain  power  who 
have  been  spending  the  time  mastering 
the  questions  at  issue,  while  he  has  been 
acquiring  that  for  which  he  suddenly 
feels  there  is  no  market.  Every  student 
of  railway  affairs  is  familiar  with  the  re- 
sult. This  class  of  officials  is  too  apt  to 
overlook  the  matter  of  physical  conveni- 
ence of  the  operative,  and  the  great  bur- 
den of  distrust  under  which  the  yard 
forces  of  the  country  are  resting  is  largely 
traceable  to  the  old  notion  that  any  old 
scrap  pile  was  good  enough  for  a  switch 
engine,  and  the  question  of  convenience 
in  placing  tracks  and  switches  had  no 
place  in  the  plans. 

It  is  folly  to  hope  for  pleasing  results 
when  the  wornout  engine  with  diminutive 
cabs  and  horse-power  lever  make  the  life 
of  the  engineer  a  continual  torture ;  and 
it  is  not  surprising  if  the  line  of  ad- 
hesion snaps  under  these  temper-destroy- 
ing devices,  and  fractured  draft-gear  and 
endless  material  for  claims  for  damage 
to  contents  of  cars.  Remember  the  quick 
eye  of  the  shop-gang  boss  or  the  floor- 
walker is  not  there  to  detect  the  infrac- 
tion. 

The  average  man  is  always  intensely 
human,  and  the  law  of  reprisal  and  his 
love  of  reciprocity  to  which  he  is  wedded 
takes  quick  cognizance  of  the  conditions 
so  well  calculated  to  grieve  and  perplex 
his  spirit,  and  make  duty  a  needless 
burden. 

While  economy  is  a  vital  essential  in 
railway  management,  yet  when  by  mis- 
taken application  or  theory  of  its  real 
province,  it  is  made  to  run  counter  to 
logical  laws,  it  becomes  extravagance  of 
pronounced  type.   The  fireman  as  he  is 


actuated  by  human  nature  while  firing  an 
engine,  on  which  certain  changes  are 
made  with  a  view  to  economy  in  fuel  con- 
sumption,  finds  that  a  disproportionate 
increase  in  expenditure  of  his  energy  is 
called  on  to  keep  her  hot  with  most 
unsatisfactory  results;  and  the  pride  he 
has  formerly  taken  in  saving  the  possible 
quarter  or  half  shovel  of  coal,  because  of 
her  delicate  response  to  his  experiments, 
feels  wounded  now  at  the  reflection  that 
his  end  of  the  matter  has  been  over- 
looked. The  line  of  adhesion  is  again 
severed,  and  the  extra  half  and  many  full 
measures  are  let  go,  greatly  overbalancing 
and  defeating  the  result  theoretically 
aimed  at.  All  because  an  order  has  gone 
out  without  full  consideration  of  every 
point  at  which  it  will  touch.  For  it  is 
certain  crucifixion  of  property  interests 
to  disregard  the  thing  of  so  fine  adjust- 
ment as  to  be  the  sensitive  determining 
factor  between  profit  and  loss. 

This  entire  subject  is  eloquent  with 
criticism  of  the  error  of  maintaining 
officials  regardless  of  their  practical 
ability  and  expert  knowledge  of  detail. 
An  order  was  once  issued  to  a  trackman 
to  report  any  case  of  fast  running  over  a 
certain  block.  Because  his  report  of  a 
train  omitted  the  engine  number,  he  was 
given  fifteen  days  discipline  by  record. 
Human  nature  in  the  section  man  argued 
that  since  there  was  little  apparent  ap- 
preciation of  the  ninety-five  per  cent  of 
efficiency  and  a  disproportionate  punish- 
ment for  the  five  per  cent  of  technical 
omission,  the  next  case  might  result  still 
worse  and  his  human  nature  prompted 
him  to  close  the  avenue  of  information 
in  the  future. 

The  successful  official  would  consider 
the  radical  change  from  regular  and 
familiar  duty  which  the  order  entailed, 
and  instead  of  exacting  on  first  trial  the 
one  hundred  per  cent  of  efficiency,  would 
treat  the  five  per  cent  of  failure  in  such  a 
way  as  to  strengthen  instead  of  destroy 
the  line  of  adhesion. 

It  is  a  regrettable  fact  officials  seem  to 
forget  at  times  that  standing  between 
success  and  failure,  creditable  and  dis- 
creditable performance,  in  train  and  yard 
service  especially,  there  stands  the  one 
determining  factor— the  loyal  conscience 
of  the  operative  who  is  as  much  out  of 
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his  sight  and  power  of  dection  as  though 
he  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe. 

When  the  patrons  courtesy  meets  with 
semi-insulting  retort,  or  the  passenger 
smarts  under  "railroad  insolence,"  and 
neglect  of  the  many  courtesies  which  are 
just  as  much  the  trainman's  duty  as  is 
the  adjusting  of  a  switch,  or  live  stock  in 
transit  is  depreciated  in  value  because 
yard  or  trainmen,  for  their  own  con- 
venience, use  cars  as  battering  rams  while 
switching,  one  of  two  conclusions  fol- 
lows: Either  the  operative  is  a  mistake 
from  a  moral  and  mental  standpoint,  or 
he  is  a  reflection  of  disjointed  official 
methods,  which,  parrot  like,  he  is  trans- 
mitting to  the  patrons. 

In  either  event,  prompt  change  is  de- 
manded by  property  interests. 

An  ideal  service  is  possible  and  easy, 
but  final  analysis  of  the  question  will 
emphasize  the  fact  that  the  official  who 
may  be  incapable  of  applying  these  finer 
distinctions,  and  as  occasion  demands, 
of  putting  himself  in  the  place  of  the 
man  with  the  implement  of  his  particular 
craft,  is  doubly  a  failure  in  his  high  duty 
with  its  superb  possibilities. 

There  is  a  belief  among  many  officials 
that  there  is  no  hope  of  relief  from  the 
outrageous  cost  of  repairs  to  rolling  stock 
resulting  from  a  misconception  of  their 
duty  by  a  large  per  cent  of  yard  men  who 
come  and  go  like  birds  of  passage,  and 
who  scorn  any  suggestion  of  moral  obli- 
gation, yet,  let  me  suggest,  that  within 
the  ranks  of  train  and  yard  men,  there  are 
J.  C.  Stubbs  of  transportation  and  yard 
matters,  whose  fitness  for  the  peculiar 
task  has  been  withheld  from  the  service 
.  by  reason  of  the  method  of  selecting 
official  timber,  and  also  because  of  official 


reluctance  to  hold  out  any  form  of 
encouragement  to  suggestion  from  the 
only  possible  source  of  expert  testimony. 
Yet,  if  their  suggestions  could  be  tried 
and  this  matter  be  given  into  their  firm 
grasp,  I  wager  what  little  reputation  I 
may  have  on  the  assertion  that  in  six 
months  time  this  relief  can  be  exper- 
ienced. Never  mind  if  their  suggestions 
contemplate  a  departure  from  obsolete 
methods.  This  is  an  age  of  evolution 
and  it  is  high  time  that  the  hypnotic 
spell,  which  a  certain  element  of  the 
service  has  for  so  long  maintained,  be 
broken,  and,  if  necessary,  employ  the 
courage  to  radically  re-educate  where 
necessary,  interject  new  blood,  suspend- 
ing the  Brown  system  for  a  time.  Insist 
that  all  conform  to  the  one  law  or  step 
out. 

One  more  point  and  I  will  close.  It 
must  be  remembered  that,  given  the  high 
class  employe,  morally  and  intellectually, 
he  will  remain  such  only  so  long  as  broad 
recognition  is  accorded  the  fact  that  if  we 
would  possess  the  best,  we  must  expect 
to  pay  its  price.  There  is  but  one  dis- 
tinguishing factor  separating  the  slave 
from  the  high  class  American  operative. 
That  is  the  question  of  compensation. 
One  owes  its  existence  to  the  other  just 
as  does  daylight  to  the  presence  of  the 
sun.  It  is  a  truth  as  fixed  as  eternity  that 
in  reciprocal  compensation  for  the  loyalty 
of  the  employe  to  the  delicate  question  of 
public  good  will,  before  touched  on, 
there  is  due  from  the  property  interests 
through  the  official  strata,  an  equally 
nicely  adjusted  consideration  of  the  per- 
sonal comfort  and  finer  sentiments  of  the 
operative. 


Wft5  DT  A  TRAGEDY? 

BY  MARY  A.  DENISON. 


Forty  miles  beyond  Jacksonville,  going 
north,  we  were  stopped  by  an  accident  to 
a  train  coming  in  an  opposite  direction. 
It  was  nine  o'clock  at  night,  and  raining 
hard.  The  passengers  were  notified  that 
they  could  not  proceed  in  the  car  in  which 
they  had  started,  and  we  were  obliged  to 


walk  some  fifty  yards  ahead,  to  another 
train  in  waiting  for  us.-  This  was  not 
very  comforting  news,  as  the  ground  was 
wet  and  we  were  in  the  midst  of  all  kinds 
of  suspicious  noises,  caused  by  workmen 
who  were  busy  among  the  debris  of  the 
wrecked  cars.    I  felt  every  moment  as  if 
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some  new  casualty  might  happen— walk- 
ing- on  such  a  road,  on  such  a  night,  was 
no  pleasant  matter. 

Suddenly  lights  appeared,  and  my  sis- 
ter, whom  I  was  leading,  uttered  a  cry  of 
fear.  For  a  second  it  appeared  to  her 
like  the  headlight  of  an  engine,  but  pres- 
ently she  saw  her  mistake. 

On  a  door,  or  a  plank,  a  beautiful 
woman  was  stretched,  pallid  as  death, 
the  long,  disordered  hair  curling  on  her 
cheeks  and  throat,  and  such  lustre  in  the 
dark,  wide  open  eyes,  that  it  pained  one 
to  look  at.  Heavens,  how  beautiful  she 
was  !  and  what  marks  of  pain  and  suffer- 
ing in  her  delicately  chiselled  features ! 
It  seemed  a  pity  that  she  must  come  out 
into  the  stormiof  wind  and  rain.  Fortun- 
ately it  was  a  warm  night. 

A  man  of  slight  and  graceful  figure 
walked  at  her  head.  Over  her  face  he  held 
an  umbrella,  and  his  pale,  statuesque 
features  wore  a  set  and  resolute  expres- 
sion, a  look  such  as  1  never  saw  before 
on  any  face. 

The  almost  more  than  human  beauty  of 
the  girl,  or  young  woman,  appealed  to 
me  powerfully,  and  fascinated  me  beyond 
expression  with  its  imploring  character, 
whenever  the  eyes  turned  on  me.  They 
seemed  to  sav,  "can't  you  help  me,  can't 
you?" 

I  was  guiding  my  sister  over  some  new 
obstructions  when  she  whispered,  "Oh, 
Walt,  that  poor  little  soul!  She  couldn't 
have  been  in  our  car.  She  is  too  sick  to 
be  out  in  this  storm.  Those  men  didn't 
seem  to  mind  how  much  they  shake  her 
and  stumble  with  her,  though  perhaps 
they  can't  help  it,  but  it  does  seem  as  if 
they  might  be  a  little  more  careful." 

I  assured  her  that  they  were  doing  the 
best  they  could  over  such  rough  ground- 
that  we  had  already  stumbled  several 
times. 

"I  know,"  her  response  was,  "but  she 
is  sick — solvery  sick,  and  did  you  ever  see 
before  such  a  heavenly  face,  I  wonder  if 
that  man  is  her  husband,  or  brother,  do 
you  know  ICdon't  like  his  face?" 

"He  is  anxious  and  worried  of  course," 
1  said,  "finding  himself  in  such  a  plight, 
with  a  very  sick  woman  on  his  hands.  I 
wonder  if  there  is  a  doctor  on  the  train? 
If  there  is  we'll  hunt  him  up.  And  here 
we  are  at  last." 


With  great  thankfulness  we  boarded 
the  train  in  waiting,  the  sick  woman 
being  carried  just  before  us,  and  placed 
in  the  bed  which  had  evidently  been  pre- 
paied  for  her.  The  steward  was  just 
leaving  it  as  we  entered. 

"We  are  in  the  next  Pullman,"  whis- 
pered my  sister,  "I  don't  exactly  like 
that." 

"Why  not?"  I  asked,  naturally. 

She  shuddered  slightly. 

"Suppose  she  should  die?" 

"We  won't  suppose,"  was  my  answer, 
and*  yet  my  own  nerves  were  a  trifle  un- 
steady, the  whole  matter  was  so  uncanny. 

I  called  the  steward  and  asked  him  if 
we  could  have  another  compartment. 

He  shook  his  head. 

"Everything  full,"  he  said,  "had  to 
make  up  some  extra  beds,  Pullman  pass- 
engers were  not  all  so  lucky  as  you." 

"All  right,  then,"  was  my  rejoinder, 
"you  needn't  make  tip  our  beds  yet,  we'll 
sit  here  a  while.  How  is  the  lady  in  the 
next  compartment?" 

"I  should  say  she's  pretty  sick,  sir,  so 
the  gent  that's  with  her  seems  to  think." 

"Do  you  know  her?" 

"No  sir,  but  I  have  seen  him  before. 
Came  on  this  same  train  with  his  mother, 
a  year  ago.  Old  lady  was  very  sick  too, 
and  died  before  we  got  to  New  York. 
Pretty  bad  case,  this  one,  so  was  that." 

There  was  in  the  steward's  face  an  ex- 
pression that  seemed  to  say,  "I  could 
tell  you  more  if  I  would,"  but  at  that 
moment  he  was  called  away. 

We  sat  for  a  long  time  silent,  my  sister 
and  I.  The  drip  and  sweep  of  the  rain 
against  the  window  pane,  the  rather  dim 
light  in  the  car,  the  strange  silence  dur- 
ing which  only  the  movements  of  the 
steward  were  distinguishable,  as  he  made 
the  beds,  the  near  presence  of  sickness, 
perhaps  death,  did  not  conduce  to  make 
the  situation  an  agreeable  one.  The 
shrewd  face  of  the  steward,  as  he  now 
and  then  passed  us,  looking  at  me,  as  I 
thought,  with  a  particularly  suggestive 
glance,  kept  me  in  a  state  of  suspense, 
and  my  sister's  worried  and  anxious 
countenance  checked  all  attempts  at  con- 
versation. 

I  looked  at  my  watch,  it  wanted  a  quar- 
ter to  eleven. 

"I  wonder  if  the  man  is  watching  her?1' 
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my  sister   Gertrude   whispered.  "He 
couldn't  possibly  sleep." 
I  shook  my  head. 

"No,  for  I  sometimes  see  the  curtain 
move,"  I  said. 

"Of  course  he  is  taking  care  of  her." 

"I  should  hope  so,  he  didn't  look  like 
a  brute,"  was  my  answer,  and  yet  the 
strongest,  strangest  feeling  of  repulsion 
came  over  me  as  I  remembered  his  face. 

"Did  you  ask  if  there  was  a  doctor  on 
board?" 

"Yes,  the  steward  searched  the  train, 
hoping  one  might  have  got  on  at  the  last 
station,  but  couldn't  find  one." 

"How  terrible!  But  everything  is  very 
quiet.  I  feel  a  little  sleepy,  do  you  sup- 
pose we  could  sleep?"  was  the  next  ques- 
tion. 

"We  might  try."  I  started  to  go  after 
the  steward,  when  the  man  in  the  next 
berth  stepped  out  from  between  the  cur- 
tains. 

"My  wife  acts  very  strangely,"  he  said, 
addressing  me.  "Excuse  me  for  troub- 
ling you.  I  wish  there  was  a  doctor 
aboard.  I  am  extremely  nervous,  she 
looks  at  me  so  queerly,  and  refuses  the 
the  medicine  ordered  by  her  physican." 

"Can  1  do  anything  to  help  you?"  I 
asked,  rising  at  once. 

"Well,  you  might  look  at  her,"  he  said, 
in  a  strained  voice. 

I  went  to  the  sleeper  as  he  pushed  the 
curtain  aside,  and  fastened  it;  so  that  I 
could  look  in. 

The  woman  turned  her  beautiful  great 
eyes  toward  me  appealingly;  it  was  the 
same  expression  I  had  noted  before,  a 
pleading  for  help.  I  never  in  my  life  be- 
fore saw  such  an  agony  of  suggestion, 
of  supplication,  I  could  almost  hear  her 
soul  crying  to  me. 

"You  see,"  said  the  man,  pouring  a  col- 
orless liquid  from  a  strangly  shaped  bot- 
tle, "she  will  not  let  me  give  her  this  medi- 
cine," and  as  he  placed  it  to  her  lips,  she 
suddenly  closed  her  teeth,  and  gave  him 
the  glance  of  a  soul  conscious  but  help- 
less, and  in  agony.  Then  she  looked  at 
me  again  in  that  imploring  way. 

"Are  you  conscious?"  I  asked. 

She  nodded  three  times. 

"Then  why  won't  you  take  your  medi- 
cine?" 


Again  that  terrible  expression  in  her 
eyes. 

"What  is  it  you  are  giving  her?"  I 
asked  sternly,  turning  upon  him  so  sud- 
denly that  he  dropped  the  bottle. 

He  looked  at  me  helplessly. 

"How  can  I  tell?  It  was  what  the  doc- 
tor gave  me,"  he  said. 

"I  think  I  have  something  that  will 
help  her,"  and  I  moved  to  escape  the 
woman's  imploring  eyes. 

"Are  you  a  doctor?"  he  asked,  rapidly, 
and  in  a  manner  that  aroused  my  sus- 
picions at  once. 

How  often  I  have  wished  I  had  said  yes, 
I  should  not  have  done  particular  injury 
to  my  conscience,  and  I  might  have  ex- 
torted an  explanation  of  his  peculiar  con- 
duct from  him,  and  unearthed  the  villiany 
that  I  have  since  believed  was  practiced 
upon  that  helpless  woman.  But  I  merely 
shook  my  head,  the  habit  of  truth  pre- 
dominating. 

"No,  I  am  not  a  doctor,  but  if  I  were 
I  should  absolutely  forbid  you  to  torture 
that  poor  woman  with  medicine — or — " 
and  here  I  looked  straight  in  his  eyes, 
and  could  see  the  devil  in  them  cower. 

The  woman's  glorious  orbs  were  still 
lifted  appealingly  to  me,  but  as  I  spoke 
their  expression  changed  from  absolute 
torture  to  seeming  thankfulness,  and  she 
closed  them,  sinking  further  back  on  her 
pillow. 

"And  if  I  were  a  doctor,"  I  further  said, 
"I  should  take  that  bottle  from  you,  and 
get  the  medicine  analyzed." 

"There's  none  there,"  he  said,  holding 
up  the  empty  bottle,  "and  its  her  own 
fault  that  she  isn't  better.  Why  she 
wasn't  so  very  sick  when  we  started— 
at  least—  that  is,"  and  he  shuddered 
guiltily,  '/not  dangerously—  she  had  been 
ailing  for  several  days." 

"And  you  sent  for  a  doctor?"  I  asked. 

"Oh  yes,  as  soon  as  she  began  to  com- 
plain. I  have  a  letter  from  him.  There 
it  is."  He  handed  me  a  well  written  let- 
ter in  which  the  writer  advised  him  to 
take  his  wife  to  a  colder  climate,  and,  cur- 
iously enough,  the  doctor's  name  was  the 
same  as  my  own." 

It  looked  all  right,  but  his  hand  trem- 
bled as  he  took  it  from  me,  and  my  sus- 
picions were  not  allayed. 

"It's  very  strange,"  he  murmered  to 
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himself,  and  opened  the  curtain  again, 
then  sprang  back. 

"My  God!  she  is  dead!"  he  exclaimed. 

I  could  hear  a  smothered  exclammation 
from  Gertrude,  but  it  was  clearly  my  duty 
to  assist  the  man,  if  there  was  anything 
to  be  done,  and  in  spite  of  the  repug- 
nance I  felt  toward  him,  I  offered  my  ser- 
vices at  once. 

The  eyes,  yet  full  of  a  pathetic  longing, 
were  closed,  the  body  straightened,  and 
the  bed  clothing  laid  smoothly  over  the 
poor  little  body. 

There  was  nothing  to  be  done,  now,  but 
to  telegraph  to  Savannah  for  a  box  arid 
an  undertaker,  and  have  the  corpse  placed 
in  the  baggage  car. 

Meantime,  the  man  acted  like  one  de- 
mented, saying  so  many  incoherent 
things  that  I  listened  in  mute  astonish- 
ment as  I  would  to  one  who  was  playing 
a  part,  but  the  conductor  coming  round, 
advised  him  to  get  some  sleep,  and  as 
most  of  the  passengers,  indeed  all  but  my 
sister  and  myself,  were  ignorant  of  the 
sad  passing  away,  there  was  no  commo- 
tion, and  no  curiosity. 

I  went  back  to  my  sister.  She  divined 
at  once  what  had  happened. 

"She  is  dead,"  she  said  in  an.  awe- 
struck voice. 

I  nodded. 

"Poor  little  soul!  Oh,  I  wish  she  had 
had  some  one  to  comfort  her  at  the  last." 

"She  had  her  husband,"  I  said  curtly. 

"Oh,  but  he  didn't  seem  to  care— I  mean 
he  didn't  express  any  tenderness  byword 
or  action,"  was  her  response.  "And  I 
disliked  him  very  much.  I  think  we'll  sit 
up,  if  you  don't  mind — I— couldn't  sleep 
with— that  here." 

So  we  sat  up  the  rest  of  the  night,  I 
speculating  on  the  unwonted  circumstan- 
ces and  pondering  over  the  matter— the 
man,  and  the  vial  of  medicine. 

Never  was  the  dawn  more  welcome,  as, 
gradually,  the  long  line  of  sleepers  came 
into  view,  and  we  waked  from  an  unre- 
freshing  sleep  to  find  ourselves  nearing 
Savannah. 

By  the  time  'the  depot  was  reached 
everybody  knew  that  there  was  a  corpse 
on  board,  that  a  woman  had  died  in  the 
night.  I  did  not  see  the  husband  till 
some  of  the  employes  were  bearing  the 


body  out,  nor  indeed  till  after  it  had  been 
boxed  and  put  into  the  baggage  car. 

"Those  great,  beautiful  eyes  will  haunt 
me  as  long  as  I  live,"  my  sister  said. 
"What  was  there  in  them  so  appealing — 
so  unlike  any  others  lever  saw?" 

"They  were  certainly  haunting,"  I  re- 
sponded, and  as  I  spoke  the  bereaved 
husband  himself  appeared.  In  his  hand 
he  carried  a  beautiful  portmanteau  with 
silver  trimmings,  which  he  held  up  for 
inspection. 

"It's  full  of  notions  and  knicknacks," 
he  said,  "and  I  can't  bear  to  touch  it, 
yet  there  are  things  in  it  that  might 
spoil.  Still  if  I  must,  I  must,  it  ought  to 
be  put  in  order." 

"Can't  you  attend  to  it?"  I  asked  my 
sister,  who  overcame  her  repugnance  to 
him  sufficiently  to  assent,  and  took  the 
bag.  Perhaps  a  little  feminine  curiosity 
was  in  part  responsible. 

First  she  pulled  out  a  dainty  but 
crushed  Parisian  bonnet,  very  small,  but 
unmistakably  an  importation. 

"That  hat  cost  more  than  fifty  dollars," 
he  muttered. 

Next  several  richly  embroidered  hand- 
kerchiefs of  the  finest  linen,  scented  with 
violet  perfume.  Then  came  a  gold  vinai- 
grette, and  several  pairs  of  the  finest 
silk  hose,  that,  crumpled  though  they 
were,  had  never  been  worn. 

"Didn't  she  have  a  pretty  little  foot?" 
asked  the  man,  airily,  smiling  with  the 
naivette  of  a  child.  "I  never  saw  a 
prettier  one,  with  such  an  instep.  Now 
look,"  as  my  sister  pulled  out  an  exquis- 
ite pair  of  slippers  of  the  finest  kid. 

"Man!"  exclaimed  my  sister,  in  a  burst 
of  uncontrolable  dislike,  "how  can  you 
talk  of  that— and  she— lying— " 

"Well— she's  dead,"  was  the  cool  re- 
sponse. 

I  looked  at  him,  curious  to  take  in  the 
whole  ensomble  of  this  utterly  unique 
specimen  of  bereaved  manhood— this  man 
who  had  just  lost  his  wife. 

Presently  my  sister  came  on  a  chamois 
bag,  filled  with  jewels,  healmost  snatched 
it  in  his  haste  to  pour  its  contents  in  her 
lap.  How  they  blazed,  diamonds,  rubys, 
opals— that  must  have  cost  thousands  of 
dollars— bracelets,  rings,  brooches. 

"Who  do  you  suppose  I  ought  to  give 
them  to?"  he  asked  coolly.   "She  has  no 
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sisters— she  was  an  only  child,  and  her 
mother  is  too  old  for  such  things.  I  could 
keep  them  if  I  please.  They  were  a  part 
of  her  bridal  gifts.   We  were  married  in 

the  hotel  De  ,  only  six  months  ago. 

Would  you  try  it  again?"  he  asked,  with 
a  ghastly  laugh. 

I  turned  away  to  conceal  my  disgust, 
and  caught  the  look  on  my  sister's  face. 
She  had  emptied  the  bag  and  was  begin- 
ning to  sort  out  its  contents,  with  a  view 
of  putting  them  in  order,  but  she  had 
paused  with  some  of  the  jewelry  in  her 
hand,  to  look  at  me. 

"You  see,"  the  man  went  on  "she  was 
ten  years  older  than  I,  too  much  of  a  dis- 
parity," and  he  shook  his  head.  "To  be 
sure,  she  looked  like  a  girl.  Her  father 
idolized  her  and  didn't  want  her  to  marry 

—old  Judge  L  but  she  loved  me," 

and  a  curious  kind  of  chuckle,  so 
utterly  out  of  keeping  with  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  by  which  we  were  sur- 
rounded, ended  the  sentence. 

"What  in  the  world  shall  I  say  to  the 
old  man?"  was  his  next  utterance. 

I  confess  that  amazement  at  his  shame- 
less indifference  took  from  me  all  power 
of  speech— but  not  so  with  Gertrude. 

"Do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  the  love 
was  on  her  side?"  she  burst  out  indig- 
nantly. 

"Oh,  nc— I— I  didn't  say  that,"  he  an- 
swered, assuming  an  interest  he  did  not 
feel.  "She  was  very  pretty.  She  was  an 
admirable  musician— and— I  have  my  card 
with  me— I  am  a  professor  of  music,  in 

 mentioning  a  well  known  institution 

of  learning.  "She  helped  me,  wonder- 
fully. But  she  was  imprudent,  very  im- 
prudent. Look  at  that,  we  were  on  a 
vacation  tour,  and  see  what  she  ate," 
and  he  handed  me  a  table-de-hote  menu 
card,,  against  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
which,  a  mark  was  made,  indicating  what 
his  wife  had  called  for,  and  which,  he  in- 
timated, had  caused  her  illness. 

"He  is  utterly  disgusting,"  ejaculated 
my  sister,  when  the  man  had  gone. 
"Think  of  that  uncalled  for  exhibition  of 
his  dead  wife's  appetite?  Oh,  how  horrid! 
I  never  want  to  look  in  his  face  again. 
No  man  who  loved  his  wife  would  do 
that." 

Later  the  steward  said  to  me  in  an 
~itde: 


"Queer  chap  that,"  nodding  toward the- 
sleeper  that  had  lately  been  so  gruesomely 
occupied. 

"He  is  certainly  queer,"  i;said,  speak- 
ing unwillingly. 

1 '  I  know  the  fellow.  There' s  been  a  good 
deal  of  talk  about  him.  He  came  aboard, 
with  his  mother,  a  year  ago.  Old  lady- 
was  sick.  Died  before  we  reached  New 
York.  Some  of  the  passengers  were  sus- 
picious, but  Lord,  you  can't  arrest  a  man 
aboard  the  cars,  on  suspicion.  Old 
lady  left  him  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  though.  Mighty  strange  some- 
things is.  Don't  like  him,  though  he  tips 
well.   'Fraid  he's  a  bad  lot." 

A  few  months  afterward  I  was  in  a  well 
known  eastern  city,  visiting  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, whom  I  had  not  seen  for 
years .  During  the  course  of  conversation 
I  happened  to  allude  to  the  incident  of 
which  I  have  written,  and  handed  the 
card  of  the  professor  of  music  to  him  for 
his  inspection. 

To  my  great  surprise,  his  whole  expres- 
sion changed.  The  cords  of  his  forehead 
stood  out,  he  flushed,  then?Cgrew  [deadly- 
pale,  as  from  between  his  clenched  teeth 
came  the  words: 

"That  scoundrel!" 

"Why— do  you  know  him?"  I  asked. 

"Do  I  know  him?  He  married  my  own 
cousin,  as  lovely  a  women  as  ever  joined 
her  fate  to  a  devil  incarnate.  Poor,  beau- 
tiful child,  we  all  warned  her.  Every 
member  of  her  family  despised  him,  her 
father  in  particular.  But  she  was  infat- 
uated. Poor  old.  Judge,  he  does  not  yet 
know  that  his  daughter  is  dead.  His  life 
has  hung  on  a  thread  for  months,  and  he- 
will  join  her  soon.  She  is  from  one  of 
the  very  best  families  in  the  state.  Her 
wedding  was  a  function  to  be  remem- 
bered. They  were  married  at  the  first 
hotel  in  the  city.  It  made  a  tremendous 
sensation  in  the  fashionable  world.  I 
think  the  poor  girl  was  charmed  with 
his  music.  As  a  musician ,  he  ranks  high, 
and  has  composed  a  few  good  things.  I'll 
tell  you  the  story:" 

"One  year  ago,  he  was  dead  in  love  with 
a  Miss  Agatha  Liston,  and  she  was  in 
love  with  him.  The  mother  of  the  young 
lady  opposed  the  match.  She  was  a  very 
rich  women,  and  threatened,  if  Agatha, 
married  him,  she  would  disinherit  her.. 
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The  girl  would  have  run  away  with  him, 
but  he  was  in  love  with  the  money  as  well 
as  the  girl.  Then  he  went  after  another 
heiress,  my  beautiful  cousin.  When  they 
had  been  married  about  four  months, 
Agatha's  mother  died,  and  then,  I  have 
reason,  to  know,  a  lively  correspondence 
began  between  Agatha  and  my  cousin's 
husband.  Do  you  know  I  think  he  is 
none  too  good  to  make  away  with  his 
wife?  There  were  grave  misgivings  when 
he  brought  his  mother  home  a  corpse. 
She  left  him  money— she  too,  had  been 
living  in  Florida.  The  scoundrel!  Why 
didn't  you  wire  for  a  detective?  Why 
didn't  you  play  the  part  of  a  doctor?  Such 
people  are  always  cowards.  But  then,  of 
course,  one  dare  not,  on  the  merest  sus- 
picion arrest  a  man.  Yet  I  can  see  what 
you  think  about  it.  He  declared  she  died 
of  typhoid  fever.  I  had  the  box  opened. 
They  begged  me  to  say  nothing.  The 


body  was  black,  though  perfectly  well 
preserved.  It  would  have  killed  the  old 
judge,  so  for  his  sake  I  kept  silence. 
They  wished  to  avoid  a  scandal  in  high 
life,  don't  you  see?  But  by  heaven!  I 
should  known  what  to  do." 

"And  where  is  the  professor,  now?"  I 
asked. 

"Right  here,  in  this  city,  and  will  be 
married  in  a  couple  of  months  to  his  first 
love,  Agatha.  Cards  are  out  for  the  wed- 
ding." 

A  month  after  that  I  met  the  professor 
face  to  face  in  a  crowded  street. 

He  started,  stopped  and  turned  as  white 
as  death.   I  would  not  recognize  him. 

If  ever  assassin— if  ever  a  mean,  cring- 
ing, cowardly  fear  was  written  on  a  man's 
face,  it  was  stamped  on  his.  I  wonder  if 
he  will  ever  forget  the  look  I  gave  him?  I 
wonder  if  that  ever  to  be  remembered 
night  held  a  tragedy  ? 


fWHAT  SAVED  T©A  AARSDeR 


"Yes,  Tom,  I  am  certainly  in  earnest." 

Tom  Marsden,  looking  into  the  beauti- 
ful face  of  his  companion,  the  face  he  had 
loved  for  years,  and  whose  every  expres- 
sion he  had  learned  to  read,  saw  there  far 
too  plainly  for  his  peace  of  mind  the  quiet 
resolution  which  had  rung  in  the  sweet 
voice. 

"Don't  you  think  it  rather  ahumilating 
thing  for  a  man  to  be  controlled  by  a  wo- 
man's whim?" 

"It  is  a  serious  matter  to  me.  I  am 
hardly  the  one  who  would  ask  anything 
of  you  for  a  whim." 

"What  is  it  but  a  whim?"  and  there 
was  a  gleam  of  anger  in  the  brown  eyes. 
"Just  two  months  to  our  wedding  day, 
and  you  say  you  wish  to  postpone  the 
event  a  year.  For  a  year  I  am  to  break 
with  'the  boys'  and  keep  a  total  abstin- 
ence pledge,  before  you  will  consent  to 
our  marriage.  If  this  is  your  idea  of 
manly  independence  it  is  not  mine." 
There  was  a  hurt  look  in  the  eyes  raised 
to  his,  a  slight  flush  on  the  sweet  face, 
but  the  lips  made  no  reply. 

"You  ought  to  know,  Mildred,"  he  con- 
tinued more  gently,  "a  man  who  had  any 

•Written  for  the  Ram's  Horn,  by  Lael  Clarke. 


respect  for  himself  could  not  do  that.  .  I 
really  drink  but  little,  and  can  stop  at 
any  time.  I  hope  I  am  a  gentleman  and 
no  slave  to  appetite.  It  seems  to  me  very 
foolish  to  sign  a  pledge,  and  what  would 
the  boys  think  of  me  if  I  left  the  Club 
now?  When  we  are  married  I  will  gladly 
give  it  up;  our  home  and  the  society  of 
my  wife  will  be  sufficient  for  my  happi- 
ness. Until  then,  dear,  you  must  allow 
me  to  be  the  judge  of  what  is  best." 

"I  shall  not  agree  with  you,  Tom,  but 
it  is  true  that  any  man  who  allows  him- 
self to  drink  socially,  and  associate  with 
men  who  do  the  same,  is  in  great  danger 
of  drinking  too  much." 

"Yes,"  he  interrupted  her,  "I  am  aware 
you  believe  that,  and,  although  I  do  not, 
I  never  question  your  right  to  refuse 
wine  if  you  think  proper.  Still,  I  must 
say  that  I  think  you  are  rather  unreason- 
able tonight,  and  I  cannot  understand 
what  notion  has  taken  possession  of  your 
mind." 

Tom  Marsden  was  a  gentleman,  but 
there  was  an  angry  ring  in  his  voice,  al- 
most as  if  he  knew  himself  wrong,  but 
was  determined  not  to  own  it.  There  was, 
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however,  no  anger  in  the  gentle  reply: 

"You  call  it  a  'notion;'  jnst  now  yon 
called  it  a  'woman's  whim.'  Are  love  and 
faith  and  life  nothing  then,  beside  a 
man's  idea  of  independence  and  his  pride? 
I  will  tell  you,  then,  that  I  spent  last  Fri- 
day night  with  Bessie.  You  were  at  the 
club  Friday  evening?"  The  lovely  eyes 
were  fixed  on  his  face  as  she  asked  the 
question,  and  noted  the  flush  which 
passed  across  it,  although  she  gave  no 
sign  as  she  added:  "Perhaps  you  know 
that  John  was  brought  home  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  Brown  was  obliged  to  put  him 
to  bed.  You  may  know,  what  I  had  never 
dreamed,  that  it  was  not  the  first,  second 
or  third  time  it  has  occurred.  I  saw 
enough  of  heartache  and  humiliation  dur- 
ing the  long  hours  of  that  night  to  con- 
vince  me  that  in  total  abstinence  is  the 
safety  of  manhood  and  the  happiness  of 
womanhood." 

"I  admit  that  John  lacks  will-power;  he 
certainly  drank  too  much  Friday  night, 
still  it  is  not  easy  to  see  why  I  should  be 
punished  for  his  mistakes.  My  promised 
wife  ought  to  have  more  confidence  in 
me  than  to  think  I  would  ever  so  far 
forget  her  or  myself  as  to  stoop  to  that. 
I  love  you  too  dearly  to  ever  cause  such 
sorrow." 

"I  am  not  trying  to  punish  you.  I  be- 
lieve this  is  right  and  best  for  us  both, 
or  I  should  never  have  spoken  about  it, 
and  for  the  same  reason  I  cannot 
change." 

Tom  Marsden  dropped  the  white  hand 
he  had  taken  and  sprang  to  his  feet. 

"Your  love  for  me  must  be  as  slight  as 
your  confidence,"  he  exclaimed  bitterly. 
"You  will  have  time  to  become  more  rea- 
sonable before  my  return,"  and  he  left 
the  room. 

Mildred  Winne  drew  aside  the  curtain 
and  looked  down  into  the  brightly  lighted 
street.  "Poor  Tom,"  she  said  sadly,  "to- 
morrow to  start  upon  that  long  journey, 
and  gone  in  anger,  with  no  good-bye  " 

When  the  last  sound  of  the  footsteps 
had  died  away  in  the  silence  of  the  night, 
she  turned  from  the  window  and  walked 
slowly  up  and  down  the  handsome  room. 
At  last,  as  if  answering  some  question, 
she  said,  "No,  I  do  not  think  Tom  sus- 
pected that  I  knew  he,  as  well  as  John, 
drank  too  much  Friday  night.    I  wanted 


to  spare  him  that,"  and  she  added 
softly,  "I  will  do  my  utmost  to  save 
you,  dear,  but  even  if  I  have  to  live  my 
life  alone,  nothing,  love,  loneliness  or 
sorrow,  shall  ever  tempt  me  to  be  a  drunk- 
ard's wife." 

Two  days  later  in  the  early  dawn,  Mr. 
Marsden  left  the  warmth  and  comfort  of 
a  sleeper  and  seated  himself  in  a  very 
common  car  on  the  train,  which  was  to 
take  him  many  miles  across  the  prairies 
to  his  destination.  His  attitude  was  still 
that  of  offended  dignity.  Only  to  think, 
when  he  loved  Mildred  so  much,  that  she 
had  so  little  confidence  in  him  and  his 
manhood.  It  is  true  he  blushed  even 
then,  and  felt  heartily  ashamed  to  re- 
member, that  only  the  same  Friday  night 
of  which  Mildred  had  spoken  he  had  gone 
home  very  unsteady,  but  that  was  only 
once,  it  should  not  occur  again,  and  she 
need  never  know.  Then  he  started  up 
with  a  sudden  exclamation;  "Could  it 
be  possible  that  Mildred  had  known  about 
that?"  So  on  and  on  ran  his  thoughts. 
Meantime  the  sun  came  up  and  the  world 
grew  bright  about  them.  At  one  station 
he  aroused  himself  to  look  at  the  people 
coming  in.  A  lovely  young  mother,  with 
a  babe  held  tenderly  in  her  arms,  entered 
the  seat  before  him.  He  noticed  a  sad 
look  on  the  sweet  face,  and  he  did  not 
wonder  when  a  young  man,  evidently  the 
husband,  staggered  up  the  aisle  and 
dropped  in  the  seat  beside  her.  He  was 
followed  by  the  gray-haired  conductor, 
who  laid  his  hand  on  his  shoulder,  say- 
ing: 

"Here's  a  seat  on  this  side,  Will,  better 
give  Anna  more  room  with  the  baby," 
and  settled  him  across  the  passage.  Then 
he  turned  to  the  young  mother,  admired 
the  pretty  baby,  and  saying,  "Grandma 
will  be  delighted  with  a  visit  from  her 
grandson,"  passed  on. 

Meantime  the  brakeman  had  banged 
the  door,  and  the  train  rushed  on.  But 
faster  than  the  train  flew  the  young  man's 
angry  thoughts.  "Mildred  does  not  care 
so  much  for  me  as  I  thought  if  she  insists 
on  this ;  she  goes  too  far  when  she  says 
what  I  shall  drink  and  how  much,  a  man 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  submit  to 
such  dictation;  she  did  not  say  it,  but  I 
suppose  she  must  think  I  am  in  danger 
of  being  a  drunkard.  Well,  I  will  show 
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ber  that  I  have  more  respect  for  myself 
than  that.  I  am  no  slave  to  appetite. 
She  has  been  everything  to  me  for  so  long. 
I  wonder  how  I  conld  live  without  her,  if 
she  will  not  listen  to  reason." 

As  an  accompaniment  to  his  thoughts 
had  been  the  wailing  of  the  baby.  Two 
or  three  stops  had  been  made,  and  whether 
it  was  the  confusion,  the  rattle  of  the 
train,  or  the  strange  snrronndings,  some- 
thing sadly  disturbed  the  little  one.  The 
poor  mother  tried  in  every  way  to  quiet 
it,  but  all  was  of  no  avail.  At  last  the 
father,  whose  half-drunken  stupor  was 
pierced  by  the  loud  crying,  raised  himself 
and  lurched  across  the  aisle,  saying, 
"you  are  tired  out,  Anna,  give  me  the 
baby,"  and  took  him  from  her  arms. 
Tom  heard  the  low,  "Be  careful,  Will," 
as  she  relinquished  him.  As  the  man 
raised  the  baby,  he  tenderly  kissed  the 
sweet  face,  and  then,  with  an  effort, 
steadying  himself  between  the  seats,  he 
attempted  to  toss  the  little  one.  Was  it 
a  sudden  lurch  of  the  car,  or  were  the 
unsteady  hands  too  clumsy  to  retain  their 
hold  ?  No  one  could  ever  tell  how  it  hap- 
pened, they  only  knew  that  the  little 
white  robed  form  fell  with  a  sickening 
thud  upon  the  hard  floor  of  the  car.  Tom 
Marsden  sprang  from  his  seat,  the  con- 
ductor just  entering  the  car,  rushed  for- 
ward, but  it  was  the  frantic  mother  who 
lifted  her  baby  from  the  floor.  Heedless 
of  everything  about  her,  the  agony  of  the 
now  thoroughly  sober  man,  and  the  prof- 
fered assistance  of  the  passengers, she  held 
the  little  one  in  her  tender  arms  and  wiped 
the  blood  from  the  still  face.  Someone 
found  a  doctor  on  the  train,  but  even  he 
was  not  allowed  to  take  the  child  from 
her  arms,  and  Tom  Marsden  never  forgot 
the  look  on  the  white  face  when  it  dawned 
upon  her  that  her  baby  was  lifeless.  The 
next  station  was  their  destination.  They 
were  tenderly  helped  from  the  car  and 
Tom  Marsden  was  glad  to  see  the  heart- 
broken mother  clasped  in  the  arms  of  a 
white-haired  woman  before  the  train  sped 
on  its  way. 

Soon  after  the  conductor  dropped  into 
the  vacant  seat  and  turning  about,  said 
in  a  choked  voice,  "Terrible,  terrible  oc- 
currence." 

"Yes,"  replied  Marsden,  "you  seemed 
to  know  the  young  people." 

"I  have  known  them  all  their  lives," 
was  the  reply.  "Anna  and  my  daughter 
were  almost  inseparable  as  babies,  girls 
and  young  women." 

"Unfortunately,  the  young  woman 
seems  to  have  married  a  man  who  has 
broken  her  heart,"  said  the  listener. 

"No  doubt  that  is  true,  but  he  grew  up 
under  my  eye  and  a  fine  boy  he  was,  the 
whole  town  was  proud  of  Will.   When  he 


returned  from  college— he  carried  off  the 
class  honors — there  was  no  young  man 
who  stood  higher  in  the  community  or 
had  fairer  prospects  than  he,  but  some- 
where he  had  learned  to  love  the  social 

f^lass,  and  after  he  begun  the  practice  of 
aw,  we  saw  that  the  love  for  the  drink 
grew  upon  him.  Poor  Anna  had  a  hard 
struggle.  She  plead  with  him  to  sign  the 
pledge,  but  he  laughed  at  her  fears  and 
told  her  he  was  too  much  of  a  man  for 
that,  he  knew  when  to  stop.  Finally  she 
told  him  she  could  never  marry  him  un- 
less he  stopped  drinking.  Then  he  told 
her  how  lonely  he  was;  how  hard  it  was 
living  as  he  did,  to  refuse  the  company  of 
the  boys ;  they  must  be  married,  for  he 
needed  her  to  help  him  keep  his  good 
resolutions;  when  he  had  a  wife  and  a 
home,  he  would  never  go  out  with  the 
boys ;  it  would  be  so  easy  then  to  say  no, 
so  he  plead  and  argued,  until  the  poor 

girl,  urged  on  by  her  love  for  him  and 
ope  of  saving  him,  consented,  and  they 
were  married.  I  wonder  if  girls  will  ever 
learn,  that  a  man  who  will  not  control 
himself  for  their  sakes  before  marriage, 
will  try  even  less  afterward.  Strange 
that  it  should  be  so,  but,  sir,  if  you  will 
believe  it,  they  had  only  been  married 
six  months  when  he  was  brought  home 
helplessly  drunk,  and  now,  after  two 
years  of  married  life,  she  is  carrying 
home  her  dead  baby,  killed  by  a  drunken 
father.  Poor  little  girl,"  and  the  conduc- 
tor gathered  up  his  tickets  and  passed 
down  the  aisle. 

The  train  rushed  on,  but  a  great  change 
had  come  over  Tom  Marsden 's  thoughts. 
He  had  only  to  shut  his  eyes  to  see  him- 
self slipping  down  an  inclined  plane, 
faster  and  faster,  while  ever  before  him 
was  a  vision  of  the  face  he  loved,  white 
and  pleading,  the  eyes  full  of  beseeching, 
the  arms  outstretched  in  entreaty.  The 
two  hours  which  followed  were  full  of 
earnest  thoughts,  and  were  never  forgot- 
ten. The  fruit  they  bore  was  this  letter, 
written  at  his  journey's  end. 

M  ,  March  20,  1896. 

I  solemnly  promise,  God  helping  me, 
that  never  again  will  I  drink  any  intoxi- 
cating liquor  of  any  kind. 

Thomas  Marsden. 

My  Dear  Mildred: 

Never  can  I  thank  you  enough  that  you 
were  so  brave  and  firm  for  what  you  knew 
was  right  night  before  last.  Today  I 
have  passed  through  an  experience  which, 
added  to  your  words,  has  changed  my 
whole  life.  From  being  the  friend  of 
humanity's  greatest  foe  I  have  become 
for  all  time  its  bitter,  relentless  enemy. 
I  shall  be  with  you  Saturday  night,  as  I 
must  thank  you  and  have  the  "good-bye" 
I  missed,  before  going  farther  west. 

Until  then  please  let  the  pledge  at  the 
top  of  this  page  plead  the  forgiveness  of 
your  truly  repentant  and  thoroughly  con- 
verted Tom. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Railway  Conductor.  Published  Monthly  and  Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter  at 
the  Postoffice  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa.— Subscription  $1-00  per  year. 

E.  E.  Clark  and  W.  J.  Maxwell.  Managers,  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa.  E.  E.  Clark.  Editor. 

W.  N.  Gates.  Advertising  Manager,  Garfield  Building.  Cleveland.  O.         W.  D.  Anderson.  Associate. 


g  £  g 


JUSTICE  DEnAWDED 

The  operation  of  Mexican  law  in  hold- 
ing trainmen  responsible  for  accidents  to 
their  trains  and  fatalities  arising  out  of 
circumstances  over  which  they  have  no 
control,  has  been  the  subject  of  the  most 
bitter  criticisms  and  complaint  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  who  have 
worked  on  Mexican  railroads.  Such  in- 
fluence as  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  Republic  of  Mexico  to  secure  protec- 
tion against  unjust  imprisonment  or  a 
trial  within  a  reasonable  length  of  time, 
has  been  but  temporary,  and  has  secured 
no  permanent  relief  to  our  citizens,  who 
have  exhausted  every  means  within  their 
power  to  secure  speedy  judicial  investi- 
gation. 

A  number  of  complaints  have  reached 
us  from  persons  having  an  indirect  knowl- 
edge of  American  citizens  being  held  in 
prison  for  alleged  offenses  against  the 
law  of  Mexico  arising  out  of  injury  to 
Mexican  citizens  who  were  trespassers  in 
the  real  sense  of  the  word,  but  no  definite 
or  specific  complaint  followed  that  would 
give  our  Grand  Chief  Conductor  tangible 
ground  to  work  upon;  still  in  the  absence 
of  specific  complaints  we  are  convinced 
that  there  have  been  and  do  exist  scores  of 
cases  in  which  men  are  made  to  suffer 
persecution  innocently. 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  has  inter- 
ested itself  in  behalf  of  Americans  en- 
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gaged  in  train  service  in  Mexico.  We 
hope  and  trust  that  their  efforts  may  be 
more  fruitful-than  the  appeals  that  have 
been  made  to  the  several  congressmen 
from  the  districts  of  their  constituents 
who  have  appealed  for  protection  to 
them. 

The  El  Paso  Herald  gives  the  following 
and  devotes  a  liberal  space  to  this  worthy 
and  laudable  action  on  the  part  of  its 
honorable  body.  On  the  10th  of  last 
April  they  unanimously  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas,  it  is  a  common  method  of 
judicial  procedure  in  Mexico,  in  case  of 
accident  involving  fatal  or  serious  injury 
to  Mexican  citizens,  in  connection  with 
the  running  of  railway  trains,  to  immedi- 
ately arrest  and  imprison  American  citi- 
zens employed  as  conductors,  or  engin- 
eers, or  m  any  other  responsible  positions 
on  such  railways;  and 

Whereas,  American  citizens  thus  ar- 
rested are  in  many  cases  held  in  prison 
for  days,  weeks  or  months  without  reason- 
able or  sufficient  opportunity  to  commun- 
icate with  friends,  or  to  take  other  meas- 
ures for  securing  fair  and  speedy  judicial 
investigation  of  the  charges  preferred 
against  them;  and 

whereas,  such  procedure  is  a  substan- 
tial denial  of  the  right  of  American  citi- 
zens to  protection  in  the  lines  of  employ- 
ment in  which  they  have  been  permitted 
and  even  encouraged  by  the  government 
of  Mexico  to  engage;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  El  Paso  Chamber 
of  Commerce  respectfully  petition  the 
United  States  Government  to  take  such 
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measures  as  may  be  deemed  proper  and 
effective  to  secure  to  American  citizens 
nnder  such  circumstances  as  above  set 
forth  the  protection  of  their  personal  and 
civil  rights  as  guaranteed  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  and  recog- 
nized in  civilized  countries  generally  as 
reasonable  and  just. 

Copies  of  this  resolution  were  forwarded 
to  Secretary  of  State  Hay,  the  senators 
from  Texas,  the  represenative  from  the 
district  in  which  El  Paso  is  situated  and 
other  officials.  The  following  letter  was 
received  from  Hon.  John  Hay,  Secretary 
of  State: 

Department  of  State,  Washington, 
July  16,  1901.— Ernest  E.  Russell,  Esq. , 
Secretary  Chamber  of  Commerce,  El 
Paso,  Texas:  Sir— Referring  to  your  let- 
ter of  the  11th  of  last  April,  communica- 
ting certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
board  of  ditectors  of  the  El  Paso  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  on  the  10th  of  that 
month,  concerning  the  character  of  Mex- 
ican judicial  procedure  in  respect  to  acci- 
dents occurring  upon  railway  lines  in 
Mexico,  and  to  the  department  s  acknowl- 
edgement of  April  18th,  I.  .have  the  pleas- 
ure to  inform  you  that  the  ambassador  to 
Mexico,  to  whom  the  matter  was  appro- 
priately referred*  has  submitted  to  the 
department,  under  date  of  June  27th,  a 
full  and  comprehensive  report  on  the 
subject. 

it  appears  from  Mr.  Clayton's  state- 
ment that  the  publications  upon  the  sub- 
ject which  from  time  to  time  appear  in 
the  press  of  the  country  are  greatly  exag- 
gerated. To  illustrate  this,  Mr.  Clayton 
narrates  his  efforts  to  investigate  a  recent 
sensational  newspaper  report  that  one 
Edward  King,  said  to  be  a  brakeman  on 
the  Mexican  Central  railway,  and  fifty- 
three  other  Americans,  had  been  and  were 
indefinitely  imprisoned  in  the  city  of 
Mexico  on  charges  of  responsibility  for 
railway  accidents.  He  ascertained  that 
no  man  of  that  name  was  or  had  been 
employed  by  the  Mexican  Central  railway 
company;  that  the  company  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  of  its  employes  having  been 
imprisoned  under  similar  circumstances; 
that  Edward  King  was  not  and  had  not 
been  imprisoned  in  Mexico  City  on  any 
charge;  and  that,  as  a  fact,  no  American 
citizens  whatever  are  confined  there  on 
account  of  railway  accidents. 

Following  up  the  investigation,  Mr. 
Clayton  addressed  letters  to  the  presi- 
dents of  all  the  railway  companies  oper- 
ating roads  in  Mexico,  requesting  to  be 
informed  of  the  number  and  nationality 
(Mexicans  included)  of  all  their  employes 
engaged  in  the  movement  of  trains,  and 
to  be  furnished  with  a  list  giving  the  name 
and  nationality  of  each  one  who  had  been 
arrested  and  imprisoned  during  the  past 
year  on  charge  of  negligence  causing  ac- 


cidents endangering  life  or  property.  He 
had  at  the  time  of  writing  received  re- 
plies from  the  principal  companies,  rep- 
resenting 7365  miles  of  road  out  of  a  total 
Mexican  mileage  of  7912.  From  these  it 
appeared  that,  out  of  a  total  of  over  4C00 
employes  of  all  nationalities,  twenty  Mex- 
icans, thirty-two  Americans  and  one  un- 
known nationality  had  been  arrested  or 
imprisoned  during  the  year.  Most  of 
these  appear  to  have  been  soon  released 
on  bona,  or  on  the  guarantee  of  the  com- 
pany that  the  men  should  appear  to 
answer  the  charge  whenever  called  upon . 
Others,  upon  trial,  have  been  acquitted. 
So  far  as  these  replies  show,  none  of  the 
men  so  arrested  was  convicted.  In  some 
few  instances  prolonged  delay  and  de- 
tention had  followed  arrest. 

While  nearly  all  the  companies  dis- 
claim all  ground  of  complaint  touching 
the  treatment  of  their  employes  by  the 
Mexican  Judicial  authorities,  their  an- 
swers are  not  explicit  as  to  the  time  of 
detention,  and  the  Sonora  railway  com- 
pany merely  reports  the  names  of  seven- 
teen employes  (eight  Americans,  eight 
Mexicans  and  one  unknown),  who  had 
been  imprisoned  on  account  of  railway 
accidents — from  June  1,  1900,  to  June  1, 
1901— a  singularly  large  showing,  it  may 
be  remarked,  for  a  road  having  only  268 
miles  in  operation  and  but  sixty-two  men 
employed  in  the  actual  movement  of  the 
trains.  The  eventual  disposition  of 
these  seventeen  cases  is  not  stated. 

The  embassy  is  accustomed  to  exert  it- 
self actively  to  secure  the  prompt  dispo- 
sal of  the  cases  of  arrested  American 
railway  employes,  but  not  all  such  arrests 
are  brought  to  its  notice.  During  Dr. 
Clayton's  incumbency  of  over  four  years 
but  twelve  complaints  of  this  character 
have  been  under  consideration.  They  are 
as  follows: 

1.  F.  H.  Anderson,  engineer  on  the 
Sonora  railroad,  charged  in  August,  1897, 
with  running  over  ana  killing  a  Mexican ; 
detained  on  his  own  recognizance;  dis- 
charged alter  a  hearing,  August  23,  1897. 

2.  J.  E.  Bradt  and  Jack  Preston,  con- 
ductor and  engineer,  respectively,  on  the 
Mexican  Southern  railway;  imprisoned 
April  1,  1897,  pharged  with  the  death  of  a 
fireman  and  the  injury  of  three  or  four 
others;  sentenced,  January  3,  1898,  to  one 
year's  imprisonment. 

3.  E.  H.  Hohne  and  C.  H.  Gaines,  con- 
ductor and  engineer,  respectively,  on  the 
Interoceanic  railroad,  imprisoned  April 
18,  1899,  charged  with  injuring  two  or  three 
persons  in  a  collision;  released  May  8, 
1899,  on  $300  bail;  discharged  November 
24,  1899. 

4.  Edward  Turner  and  G.  B.  Clark, 
engineers  on  the  Mexican  (Vera  Cruz) 
railroad;  imprisoned  April  1,  1899,  charg- 
ed with  negligence  in  causing  a  head-on 
collision  that  resulted  in  killing  a  fire- 
man. Turner  died  in  prison  January  28, 
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1900,  before  termination  of  his  case. 
Clark  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
fourteen  months'  imprisonment,  less  the 
eight  months  spent  by  him  in  prison  dur- 
ing his  trial.  Pardoned  by  President  Diaz, 
August  1,  1900. 

5.  Henry  Pike,  engineer  on  the  Mexi- 
can Interoceanic  railroad,  imprisoned 
May  5,  1899,  charged  with  causing  a  col- 
lision resulting  in  no  personal  harm  but 
damaging  rolling  stock;  convicted  and 
sentenced  August  4,  1899,  to  one  year's 
imprisonment  from  May  9,  1899. 
.  6.  T.  W.  Lewis,  engineer  on  Mexican 
Central  railroad,  imprisoned  September 
26,  1900,  charged  with  running  over  a 
Mexican;  acquitted  December  8,  1900;  dis- 
charged December  20,  1900. 

7.  Albert  Trask,  conductor  on  the  Te- 
huantepec  railroad;  imprisoned  Novem- 
ber 2,  1900,  charged  with  causing  a  colli- 
sion, resulting  in  no  personal  injury,  and 
causing  but  little  damage  to  rolling  stock; 
acquitted  and  released:  February!),  1901. 

8.  A.  R.  Jones,  engineer  on  the  El  Oro 
and  Mining  railroad;  imprisoned  Febru- 
ary 13,  1901,  charged  with  causing  a 
wreck  resulting  in  two  deaths  and  the 
injury  of  rolling  stock;  released  May  11, 
1901  on  $300  cash  bond.  Case  still  pend- 
ing. 

9.  L.  L.  Granville,  brakeman  on  the 
Mexican  Central  railroad;  imprisoned 
March  18,  1901,  for  causing  the  death  of 
a  laborer  by  running  over  him;  trial  of 
case  still  pending. 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  state- 
ment that  out  of  twelve  Americans  arrest- 
ed, four  were  convicted  of  the  offense 
charged  and  sentenced  to  short  terms  of 
imprisonment,  five  were  discharged,  two 
cases  are  still  pending,  and  one  man, 
Turner  (whose  case  occasioned  protract- 
ed correspondence) ,  died  in  jail  after  near 
ly  nine  months'  imprisonment,  while  still 
awaiting  trial. 

Although  the  period  of  detention  of 
such  arrested  persons,  prior  to  release  on 
bail  or  discharge,  has  in  many  instances 
been  brief,  there  remain  enough  cases  of 
protracted  imprisonment,  especially  when 
the  accused  is  held  for  trial,  to  warrant 
the  repeated  protests  of  this  government 
against  the  delays  of  Mexican  justice. 
In  addition  the  ambassador  has  strongly 

Sointed  out  that  the  difference  between 
[exican  and  American  laws  in  respect  to 
railway  accidents  works  hardships  to  the 
employes  in  Mexico  in  that  the  agent,  not 
the  principal,  is  held  responsible  As  to 
this,  the  ambassador  says: 

"The  trouble  seems  to  lie  in  the  law 
itself  more  than  in  its  execution.  In  a 
conversation  with  M.  Mariscal  upon  the 
subject,  he  informed  me  that  he  did  not 
know  of  a  single  case,  under  Mexican 
law,  where  railwav  companies  bad  been 
held  responsible  for  accidents;  that  the 
policy  of  their  law  seemed  to  be  to  hold 
their  employes  responsible.    I  explained 


to  him  how,  in  the  United  States,  the  op- 
posite principle  obtained,  resulting  in  the 
railway  company  exercising  the  greatest 
care  as  to  the  efficiency  and  carefulness 
of  their  employes  engaged  in  the  move- 
ment of  trains;  that  I  believed  if  the  same 
principle  were  adopted  in  Mexico  the  rail- 
way companies  would  pursue  the  same 
policy,  which  would  result  in  a  higher 
class  of  employes  being  employed  and 
less  accidents.' 

Mr.  Clayton  reports  that  Senor  Maris- 
cal has  in  mind  the  issuance  of  a  circular 
letter  upon  the  subject  to  the  different 
judicial  officers  under  whose  jurisdiction 
such  cases  come,  and  that  he  will  give 
the  matter  his  very  careful  attention,  with 
the  view  of  bringing  about  the  expedition 
of  such  cases  and  the  prevention  of  just 
causes  for  complaint. 

I  have  instructed  Mr.  Clayton  to  con- 
tinue to  remonstrate  upon  all  proper  oc- 
casions against  the  delay  in  discharging 
or  bringing  to  trial  Americans  charged 
with  the  responsibility  for  accidents  on 
Mexican  railway  lines,  and  to  lose  no  op- 
portunity to  impress  upon  Senor  Mariscal 
the  proposition  that  the  preventive  and 
remedial  objects  of  Mexican  legislation 
in  respect  to  railway  accidents  would  be 
no  less  well— and  perhaps  better— sub- 
served by  following  the  general  rule  of 
law  in  other  countries.  The  policy  of 
protecting  the  public  against  loss  of  life 
or  physical  injury  in  railway  travel 
through  the  criminal  negligence  of  rail- 
way employes  is  enforced  by  penal  legis- 
lation in  the  United  States,  and  we  should 
not,  of  course,  indicate  any  opposition  to 
that  policy  in  Mexico,  although  keeping 
on  the  alert  to  remonstrate  against 
abusive  procedure  thereunder.  But,  while 
not  shifting  criminal  accountability  from 
the  shoulders  of  the  employe,  the  same 
laws  hold  the  employing  company  respon- 
sible in  damages  for  injury  to  life,  person 
or  property  through  the  acts  of  its  agents. 
As  the  case  now  stands,  it  is  not  easy  to 
see  how  the  family  of  a  person  killed  or 
the  owners  of  property  destroyed  in  such 
cases  may  be  materially  benefited  by  the 
prolonged  imprisonment  of  a  mere  rail- 
way subordinate,  while  the  sufferers  re- 
main without  recourse  against  the  com- 

Sany.  An  equitable  division  of  responsi- 
ility  in  such  matters  would,  it  is  thought, 
tend  to  the  prevention  of  accidents  and 
remove  to  a  considerable  extent  the 
causes  of  complaint  we  are  so  often  called 
upon  to  make  in  view  of  the  needless  and 
protracted  confinement  of  our  citizens  in 
Mexico,  besides  distinctly  inuring  to  the 
benefit  of  sufferers  by  such  accidents.  I 
am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Hay. 
The  following  reply  has  been  sent  to 
Secretary  Hay: 

El  Paso,  Texas,  July  23,  1901. 
To  Hon.  John  Hay,  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington,  D.  C.: 
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Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  July  16,  1901,  con- 
taining the  substance  of  the  report  of 
Ambassador  Clayton  concerning  Mexican 
judicial  procedure  in  respect  to  accidents 
occurring  upon  railway  lines  in  Mexico, 
and  also  setting  forth  at  some  length 
your  own  views  and  conclusions  with  re- 
gard to  this  matter. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  board  of  direct- 
ors to  express  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the 
El  Paso  Chamber  of  Commerce,  cordial 
recognition  and  hearty  appreciation  of 
the  interest  you  have  taken  in  this  ques- 
tion, and  the  efforts  that  have  been  made 
by  Ambassador  Clayton  under  your  in- 
structions to  secure  accurate  information 
as  to  the  grounds  for  complaint  by  Ameri- 
can railway  employes  in  Mexico. 

The  El  Paso  Chamber  of  Commerce 
respectfully  proffers  its  co-operation  and 
aid  in  securing  further  data,  and  will  in- 
stitute specific  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of 
verifying  or  supplementing  the  statistics 
and  information  contained  in  your  letter. 

With  a  view  to  facilitating  such  farther 
inquiry  and  pursuit  of  the  facts,  we  beg 
to  submit  the  following  observations, 
suggested  by  your  letter  of  July  16: 

1.  It  is  conceded  that  some  of  the 
alleged  cases  of  injustice  can  be  traced 
to  sensational  or  nightly  exaggerated 
newspaper  accounts  of  unimportant  inci- 
dents, or  even  to  pure  invention  without 
any  basis  of  fact. 

2.  We  respectfully  submit  that  the 
statements  of  the  railway  companies  in 
Mexico  are  not  to  be  taken  as  conclusive 
evidence,  for  two  reasons:  (1).  The  rail- 
way companies  are  interested  parties,  it 
being  to  their  advantage  pecuniarily,  that 
the  present  procedure  in  Mexico,  which 
throws  the  burden  of  liability  upon  the 
employe,  should  be  maintained.  (2). 
Railway  companies  in  Mexico  evidently 
do  not  make  it  the  duty  of  their  officials 
to  secure  and  preserve  records  of  such 
imprisonment  of  their  employes.  It  is 
rather  to  the  interest  of  the  railway  com- 
panies that  they  should  remain  officially 
ignorant  of  matters  an  official  knowledge 
of  which  might  imply  obligation  to  assist 
employes  in  distress,  or  might  embarrass 
the  companies  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
fresh  American  employes  to  replace  those 
who  have  suffered  injustice  in  discharge 
of  the  duties  incident  to  railway  service 
in  Mexico. 

3_  Railway  companies  may  well  "dis- 
claim all  ground  of  complaint  touching 
the  treatment  of  their  employes  by  the 
Mexican  judicial  authorities,  as  noted 
in  your  letter,  since  the  Mexican  pro- 
cedure relieves  the  company  of  responsi- 
bility for  accident  and  throws  the  re- 
sponsibility upon  the  employe. 

4.  It  is  noted  in  your  letter  that  the 
answers  of  the  railway  companies  to  Mr. 
Clayton's  inquiries  are  "not  explicit  as 
to  the  time  of  detention."  We  respect- 


fully submit  that  this  is  a  vital  point.  It 
is  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  law 
that  justice  shall  be  not  only  sure  but 
speedy.  It  is  highly  important  to  know 
how  many  days  or  weeks  or  months  the 
imprisoned  American  citizen  must  spend 
in  the  Mexican  jail,  endnring  the  condi- 
tions and  subsisting  upon  the  food  char- 
acteristic of  Mexican  jails,  among  people 
of  strange  race  and  tongue,  through 
whom  he  is  powerless  to  send  any  mes- 
sage that  might  bring  to  his  relief  the 
mighty  forces  of  the  American  state. 
You  have  noticed  the  "singularly  large 
showing"  of  American  railway  employes 
imprisoned  in  the  state  of  Sonora  during 
the  past  year,  with  no  account  rendered 
as  to  the  eventual  disposition  of  their 
cases,  and  with  no  assurance  that  there 
are  not  today  American  citizens  dragging 
out  miserable  lives  in  unjust  imprison- 
ment in  some  of  the  jails  of  Sonora. 

5.  No  one  doubts  that  the  American 
government  through  its  state  department 
and  its  embassy  to  Mexico  proposes  to 
employ  all  means  deemed  proper,  prac- 
ticable, and  effective  to  protect  the  rights 
of  American  citizens  in  Mexico.  But,  as 
noted  in  your  letter,  "not  all  such  arrests 
are  brought  to  its  notice."  It  is  this  fact 
which  calls  for  further  action  by  the 
American  government,  to  the  end  that 
every  American  citizen  employed  in  Mex- 
ico shall  be  assured  of  opportunity  to 
bring  any  case  of  alleged  injustice  to  the 
attention  of  the  American  embassy.  The 
fact  is  significant  that,  as  noted  in  your 
letter,  "during  Mr.  Clayton's  incumbency 
of  over  four  years,  but  twelve  complaints 
of  this  character  have  been  under  con- 
sideration." It  is  commonly  believed  in 
this  part  of  the  United  States  that  acci- 
dents leading  to  such  imprisonment  in 
Mexico  are  much  more  frequent  than  is 
indicated  by  the  statistics  received  by 
Mr.  Clayton  from  the  railway  companies. 
The  fact,  as  noted  by  you,  of  the  32  re- 
ported cases  of  arrest  and  imprisonment 
of  American  railway  employes  in  Mex- 
ico during  the  past  year,  eight  cases  are 
reported  in  connection  with  the  268  miles 
of  railway  in  Sonora,  leaving  but  twenty- 
four  cases  reported  for  over  7.0C0  miles  of 
railway  throughout  the  rest  of  Mexico; 
and  the  further  fact  that  out  of  a  total  of 
sixty-two  railway  employes  in  train  serv- 
ice in  Sonora,  seventeen  were  arrested 
and  imprisoned  in  one  year,  while  but 
thirty-six  arrests  are  reported  for  the  re- 
maining four  thousand  employes  through- 
out Mexico— these  facts  are  if  not  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  unreliability  of  the 
statistics,  significant  enough  to  warrant 
and  urge  further  inquiry. 

Inasmuch  as  your  fetter  contains  a 
detailed  report  as  to  but  nine  of  the 
twelve  cases  of  complaint  under  con- 
sideration during  Mr.  Clayton's  incum- 
bency, it  is  inferred  that  a  sheet  contain- 
ing the  report  regarding  the  other  three 
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cases  was  inadvertently  omitted  from 
your  letter. 

We  are  gratified  to  note  your  conclusion, 
as  stated:  in  your  ,  letter,  that  "there  re- 
main enough  cases  of  protracted  im- 
prisonment, especially  when  the  accused 
is  held  for  trial,  to  warrant  the  repeated 
protests  of  this  government  against  the 
delays  of  Mexican  justice."  We  are 
equally  gratified  to  note  the  vigor  and 
persistency  of  the  American  state  depart- 
ment in  pressing  upon  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment the  propriety  and  advisability 
from  every  point  of  view  except  that  of 
the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  railway 
companies,  of  amending  the  Mexican  law 
so  as  to  bring  Mexican  procedure  into 
conformity  with  that  of  the  United  States 
and  other  nations  with  respect  to  the 
incidence  of  responsibility  for  accidents 
in  railway  service. 

We  beg  to  suggest  that  more  complete, 
accurate  and  reliable  information  can  be 
secured  through  the  organizations  of  rail- 
way employes  than  through  the  reports 
of  Mexican  railway  companies  or  Mexican 
officials,  regarding  cases  of  alleged  un- 
just imprisonment  of  American  railway 
employes  in  Mexico.  To  invite  reports 
through  this  suggested  channel  would 

Erobably  result  in  bringing  a  large  num- 
er  of  cases  of  alleged  unjust  imprison- 
ment before  the  state  department.  In 
many  of  these  cases  doubtless  the  im- 
prisoned American  would  be  accorded 
substantial  justice  by  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities without  appeal  to  his  govern- 
ment. But  the  very  fact  that  the  prisoner 
is  assured  of  quick  and  easy  appeal  of 
his  government,  will  be  the  best  possible 
safeguard  against  injustice,  and  the 
strongest  possible  guarantee  of  a  speedy 
trial  and  disposition  of  his  case.  More- 
over, if  but  one  American  citizen  out  of  a 
hundred  thus  arrested  were  by  this  means 
protected  against  prolonged  imprison- 
ment or  unjust  sentence,  the  personal 
right  to  life  and  liberty  guaranteed  by 
the  American  constitution  to  every  Amer- 
ican citizen,  fully  establishes  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  United  States  government 
to  secure  to  this  individual  citizen  both 
the  protection  of  the  American  govern- 
ment and  the  opportunity  to  present  his 
appeal  for  such  protection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ernest  E.  Russell, 
Secretary. 

Without  doubt  every  man  in  train  serv- 
ice in  the  United  States  will  feel  grate- 
ful toward  Mr.  Hay  and  Mr.  Clayton  for 
the  action  they  have  taken.  The  honor- 
able body  that  is  prosecuting  this  in- 
vestigation also  deserves  our  gratitude. 
There  are  circumstances  beneath  the  sur- 
face that  are  hard  to  reach  in  securing 


anything  like  accurate  data,  as  will  be 
seen  from  a  statement  taken  from  an 
employe  elsewhere  in  the  same  issue  of 
the  Herald.   It  says: 

Another  railway  man,  who,  because  of 
his  connection  with  railway  service  in 
Mexico,  did  not  wish  his  name  used, 
made  a  statement  that  will  doubtless 
prove  very  interesting  to  Secretary  Hay 
and  Ambassador  Clayton.  Referring  to 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  secretary's 
letter,  relating  to  the  case  of  Edward 
King,  this  man  said: 

"Years  ago  Edward  King  was  employed 
as  passenger  conductor  on  this  division 
of  the  Mexican  Central.  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, O.  H.  B.um  took  King's  train 
when  King  went  to  work  on  the  Vera 
Cruz  road.  King  was  also  at  one  time 
superintendent  of  bridges  and  buildings 
for  this  northern  division  of  the  Mexican 
Central.  King  and  perhaps  others  were 
arrested  last  spring  and  placed  in  jail  in 
Mexico  City.  They  were  released  on 
bond,  pending  trial.  King  came  through 
here  in  April  on  his  way  east  and  related 
his  story  to  us.  Later  he  returned  to 
Mexico  to  stand  trial.  I  do  not  know  the 
result,  but  presume  he  was  acquitted. 

"I  cannot  conceive  how  the  Mexican 
Central  company  could  have  reported  that 
King  had  never  been  in  their  employ." 

We  regret  that  influences  combine  to 
keep  the  truth  from  coming  out  in  so 
serious  a  matter  as  this.  If  King  did 
really  exist  then  the  authorities  of  the 
Mexican  railways  have  a  reason  back  of 
their  denials  that  should  be  exposed.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  the  members  of  the 
several  organizations  have  been  waiting 
for  just  the  opportunity  that  this  affords 
to  appeal  to  their  congressman  for  their 
assistance,  f  and  if  we  are  not_successful 
in  influencing  a  change  of  Mexican  laws 
to  correspond  with  our  own  in  so  far  as 
they  hold  the  employe  liable  for  acts  for 
which  the  company  is  liable,  we  can  at 
least  secure  prompt  hearings  for  those 
who  are  so  held.  Our  own  laws  provide 
severe  penalties  for  criminal  negligence 
of  railway  employes  and  we  should  not 
presume  that  such  a  law  should  not  have 
the  same  force  in  Mexico,  but  there  are 
other  points  in  Mexican  law  that  hold  the 
trainmen  for  accident  when  according  to 
our  laws  the  company  is  clearly  to  blame. 
An  alertness  on  the  part  of  our  consuls 
may  be  the  means  of  checking  the  abusive 

grocedures  but  it  remains  a  matter  for 
ongress  to  take  up  to  secure  by  its  in- 
fluence those  changes  in  Mexican  law  that 
makes  the  railway  companies  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  its  agents. 


Digitized  by 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


639 


WHEN  DID  CHANGE  OP  HEART  TAKE  PLACE? 


If  we  could  draw  together  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  the  representatives 
of  the  many  municipalities  that  are 
stretching  forth  their  hands  for  a  share 
of  the  Carnegie  wealth  in  order  to  found 
libraries,  we  would  be  surprised  at  the 
multitude.  Of  course  these  gifts  are 
provisional  and  depend  upon  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  entire  amount  to  be 
vested  in  the  library  to  be  donated  by  the 
-city  itself  as  a  guarantee  to  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  proposition.  It  is 
wonderful,  too,  how  quickly  these  propo- 
sitions are  met  by  the  representative 
■citizens  of  the  community  who  have  sud- 
denly grown  interested  in  a  public  library 
for  the  benefit  of  those  too  poor  to  have  a 
library  of  their  own.  Until  Mr.  Carnegie 
began  giving  away  his  wealth  to  this  end, 
their  bump  of  philanthropy  remained  ab- 
normally small  and  probably  never  would 
have  developed  one  iota  had  not  their 
ambition  been  awakened  by  a  desire  to 
be  associated  with  this  greatest  of  iron 
kings  in  leaving  behind  him  a  memorial 
to  his  name  only.  Philanthropy  is  an 
empty  sounding  phrase  when  coupled 
with  donations  of  this  character.  It  but 
poorly  represents  that  spirit  that  prompts 
a  deed  of  good  will  and  benevolence 
toward  the  whole  human  family— a  desire 
and  readiness  to  do  good  to  all  men.  He 
is  a  good  Samaritan  who  attends  the 
wants  of  the  suffering  and  distressed. 

There  is  another  chapter  to  the  life  of 
this  magnate  who  is  being  lauded  for  his 
generosity  and  sought  for  his  wealth  for 
the  endowment  of  libraries.  He  did  not 
always  entertain  the  same  ideas  of  phil- 
anthropy that  are  being  accredited  to 
him.  It  may  seem  ungrateful  at  this 
time  to  draw  aside  the  veil  and  show  the 
pitiful  picture  that  followed  the  Home- 
stead massacre,  but  it  is  a  truthful  picture 
nevertheless  that  brings  to  view  the 
opposite  side  of  the  man's  character.  Had 
Andrew  Carnegie  possessed  that  real  love 
for  mankind,  that  interest  in  his  humble 
employe  who  helped  to  build  up  the 
massive  fortune  that  he  is  now  giving 
away  under  the  garb  of  philanthropy, 
would  he  have  denied  the  pittance  they 
asked  in  justly  earned  wages? 


The  Railroad  Employe  produces  an 
article  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Welch, 
who  hits  the  bulls-eye  in  every  sentence 
he  writes.   He  says: 

Andrew  Carnegie  is  still  giving  away 
libraries,  a  very  praiseworthy  object. 
But  how  did  Mr.  Carnegie  make  all  this 
money,  and  now  having  spent  his  life 
making  it,  why  is  he  giving  it  away? 
Simply  trying  to  buy  peace  of  mind, 
thars  all.  He,  with  his  millions,  is  not 
half  so  content  as  I  am  with  my  one 
dollar  and  sixty-six  cents  per  day.  Mr. 
Carnegie  started  too  late  to  give  his 
money  away.  He  should  have  paid  his 
employes  a  few  more  cents  per  day  and 
his  conscience  would  not  be  troubling  him 
at  this  late  hour.  Of  what  use  is  a  library 
to  a  man  who  cannot  read  or  who  has  no 
time  to  if  he  could.  If  Mr.  Carnegie  will 
only  look  around  him  he  will  see  many 
things  and  many  places  where  he  can  do 
more  good  than  by  establishing  libraries. 
There  may  not  be  so  much  honor  in  it, 
but  worldly  honor  and  notoriety  will  not 
count  for  much  before  the  great  white 
throne  above,  when  his  turn  comes  to 
face  the  Judge  of  the  Universe.  Why  not 
take  some  of  the  little  children  out  of  the 
factories  and  send  them  to  school?  Per- 
haps the  rich  don't  see  these  things,  but 
I  do.  Every  morning  I  meet  a  little  boy 
and  girl,  scarcely  large  enough  to  be 
trusted  out  alone,  struggling  along  to 
work  with  their  pinched  faces  and  stunted 
bodies.  That  little  couple  walk  over  two 
miles  every  night  and  morning  and  work 
eleven  hours  and  thirty  minutes  a  day 
for  about  three  dollars  a  week.  Here  is  a 
field  for  this  man  who  says  to  die  rich  is 
to  die  disgraced,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  he  will  obtain  more  peace  of  mind  by 
far  by  helping  a  little  couple  of  this  kind 
than  by  giving  a  library  to  Purse-in-Kill 
and  being  given  two  columns  in  the  New 
York  Sun. 

Mr.  Carnegie  was  once  a  poor  boy  him- 
self and  probably  knows  what  privation 
means  to  a  certain  extent.  As  a  work- 
man he  must  have  been  associated  with 
those  who  suffered  more  or  less  for  the 
necessities  of  life.'  His  daily  contact  with 
those  who  served  him  must  have  im- 
pressed him  of  their  condition.  Had  his 
generosity  been  of  that  nature  that  in- 
spires the  true  lover  of  mankind  to  deeds 
of  benevolence,  he  had  ample  opportunity 
to  exercise  it  long  before  this  time.  It 
has  been  said  that  a  man  in  his  position 
cannot  understand  the  suffering  nor  needs 
of  those  in  humbler  stations  of  life.  No 
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sane  man  would  make  such  a  statement, 
much  less  to  try  to  stretch  the  mantle  of 
charity  to  cover  the  imperfections  that 
were  manifest  during  his  struggle  for 
wealth.  He  succeeded  almost  wholly 
through  his  indomitable  will  and  corre- 
sponding ambition— an  ambition  like 
Napoleon's,  that  urged  him  on,  deaf  to 
suffering  and  want,  he  has  reached  the 
highest  pinnacle  of  success  and  "looking 
around  for  more  worlds  to  conquer,"  like 
Alexander,  he  sees  nothing  to  attain  to 
except  the  honor  of  having  erected  to  his 
name  a  lasting  memorial  to  his  munificent 
gifts. 

Of  what  benefit  are  these  piles  of 
masonry  with  their  almost  countless  vol- 
umes to  the  poor  man  who  cannot  read, 
who  toils  day  by  day  beneath  the  ground 
or  in  the  vast  furnaces  that  turn  out  the 
products  that  have  made  Andrew  Car- 
negie's vast  estate?  Of  what  comfort  are 
they  to  the  widow  who  was  robbed  of  her 
support  in  that  struggle  for  what  they 
believed  to  be  just  and  right  at  Home- 
stead? What  benefit  to  the  pale,  pinched- 
faced  children  whose  very  condition  and 
forced  servitude  makes  it  impossible  to 
enjoy  these  libraries?  It  is  true  that  these 
libraries  afford  a  most  valuable  fount  of 
knowledge  to  those  whose  surroundings 
makes  it  possible  for  them  to  visit  them, 
but  even  to  them  all  that  these  oppor- 
tunities afford  is  not  to  be  compared  to 


the  appreciation  that  the  same  amount 
would  bring  if  distributed  among  the 
workmen  in  shape  of  living  wages  that 
would  enable  them  to  live  like  Americans 
and  build  up  their  surroundings,  thus 
fitting  them  to  send  their  children,  at 
any  rate,  to  enjoy  the  privileges  that  are 
now  exclusive  to  that  class  of  society 
that  enjoy  a  higher  wage  rate. 

The  rendition  of  the  classic  operas  by 
Wagner  is  not  appreciated  by  the  un- 
trained ear;  it  desires  something  within 
its  range.  So  the  gifts  of  Mr.  Carnegie 
apply  to  the  humble  workman  who- 
desires  something  to  gratify  his  physical 
appetite  rather  than  a  supply  or  over- 
abundance of  mental  food.  However,  we 
believe  this  sort  of  reasoning  lost  upon 
this  occasion,  from  the  fact  that  we  be- 
lieve that  at  no  time  was  it  Mr.  Carnegie's 
purpose  to  make  these  provisions  from  a 
purely  philanthropical  motive.  It  is  our 
opinion  that  the  same  selfishness  that 
has  attended  all  his  actions  in  conducting 
his  affairs  in  treating  with  his  employes, 
characterizes  his  actions  in  providing 
libraries  at  this  day,  at  any  rate  Mr. 
Carnegie  will  have  to  pursue  methods 
more  within  our  interpretation  of  the 
definition  of  philanthropy  before  we  will 
believe  that  he  is  prompted  by  humane 
motives  toward  his  fellow  man  in  the 
endowment  of  libraries. 


,  THE  BROOD  OP 

There  is  no  one  but  will  agree  that  the 
enforcement  of  all  law  requires  the  action 
of  officials,  and  wanting  that,  would  re- 
main a  dead  letter;  still,  the  power  del- 
egated to  our  judges  in  the  manipulation 
of  that  handy  weapon,  the  injunction,  im- 
presses us  with  the  belief  that  the  field 
of  action  has  no  boundary  lines  and  that, 
in  the  restriction  of  personal  rights  and 
privileges  and  the  freedom  and  liberty 
guaranteed  us  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  we  are  approaching  the 
line  where  the  authority  of  our  judges 
borders  on  autocracy. 

The  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of 
Labor  published  at  Washington,  defines 


HE  INJUNCTION. 

the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
revised  statutes  in  their  application  to- 
domestic  disturbances,  in  the  following 
language: 

Section  4  of  Article  IV  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  provides  that 
the  United  States  shall  protect  every 
state  against  domestic  violence  upon  ap- 
plication of  its  legislature  or  of  its  execu- 
tive (governor)  when  the  legislature  can- 
not be  convened.   *  *  *  * 

Sections  5298  and  5299  of  the  revised' 
statutes  say  that  the  President  may,  and  it 
shall  be  his  duty,  to  employ  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States  when- 
ever by  reason  of  insurrection,  domestic 
violence,  unlawful  obstructions,  con- 
spiracy, combinations,  or  assemblages  o£ 
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persons  it  becomes  impracticable  to  en- 
force the  laws  of  the  United  States  by  the 
ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings, 
and  when  the  execution  of  the  laws  are  so 
hindered  by  reason  of  such  insurrection, 
etc.,  that  any  portion  or  class  of  the  peo- 
ple are  deprived  thereby  of  any  of  the 
rights,  privileges  immunities,  or  protec- 
tion named  in  the  Constitution  and  laws. 
Under  these  sections  when,  in  any  state 
or  states,  the  result  of  a  strike  or  lockout 
or  other  labor  trouble  is  to  put  Federal 
property  in  danger,  to  obstruct  the  carry- 
ing: of  the  mails,  to  interfere  with  inter- 
state commerce,  or  prevent  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  decrees  and  mandates  of  the 
Federal  courts,  etc.,  it  seems  clear  that 
the  President  has  authority  to  use  the 
military  forces  of  the  country  to  enforce 
the  laws  and  protect  the  operation  of 
affairs  under  same. 

The  Chicago  strike  of  1894  is  cited  as  an 
example  of  this  kind  by  the  Bulletin  and 
is  followed  by  a  decision  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  enumerating  the 
powers  of  the  Federal  government.  In 
that  decision  the  following  language  is 
employed: 

Summing  up  our  conclusions,  we  hold 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
is  one  having  jurisdiction  over  every  foot 
of  soil  within  its  territory,  and  acting 
directly  upon  each  citizen;  that  while  it 
is  a  government  of  enumerated  powers, 
it  has  within  the  limits  of  those  powers 
all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty;  that  to 
it  is  committed  power  over  interstate 
commerce  and  the  transmission  of  the 
mail;  that  in  the  exercise  of  those  powers 
it  is  competent  for  the  nation  to  remove 
all  obstructions  upon  highways,  natural 
or  artificial,  to  the  passage  of  interstate 
commerce  or  the  carrying  of  the  mail; 
that  if  the  emergency  arises,  the  army  of 
the  nation  and  all  its  militia  are  at  the 
service  of  the  nation  to  compel  obedience 
to  its  laws;  that  while  it  may  be  com- 
petent for  the  government  to  forcibly  re- 
move all  such  obstructions,  it  is  equally 
within  its  competency  to  appeal  to  the 
civil  courts  for  an  inquiry  and  determina- 
tion as  to  the  existence  and  character  of 
any  alleged  obstructions,  and  if  such  are 
found  to  exist,  or  threaten  to  occur,  to 
invoke  the  powers  of  those  courts  to  re- 
move or  restrain  such  obstructions;  that 
the  jurisdiction  of  courts  to  interfere  in 
such  matters  by  injunction  is  one  recog- 
nized from  ancient  times  and  by  indubi- 
table authority;  that  the  proceeding  byin- 

J" unction  is  of  a  civil  character,  and  may 
>e  enforced  by  proceedings  in  contempt, 
etc. 

The  bulletin  declares  that  the  above 
decision  establishes  a  prestige  which  may 
be  taken  by  judicial  authorities  to  protect 


the  workman  in  his  employment,  and 
says: 

"It  is  a  principle  of  our  law  that  when 
there  are  interferences,  actual  or  threat- 
ened, with  property  or  with  rights  of  a 
pecuniary  nature,  and  the  common  or 
statute  law  offers  no  adequate  remedy 
for  the  prevention  of  irreparable  injury, 
then  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  equity 
arises,  and  it  may  interpose  upon  a 
proper  presentation  of  the  facts  and 
issue  its  order  or  injunction  as  to  what 
must  or  must  not  be  done.  *  »  *  *  * 
Thus  in  the  case  of  labor  disturbances 
growing  out  of  strikes,  etc.,  many  of  the 
acts  of  the  strikers  and  their  sympathi- 
zers, designed  to  hinder  or  obstruct  the 
conduct  of  business,  may  be  contrary  to 
law  and  criminal  offenses,  for  which  cer- 
tain penalties  are  provided,  or,  if  not 
criminal,  yet  their  results  may  be  so  dis- 
astrous to  the  rights  and  interests  of 
others  that  civil  action  for  damages 
again  st  perpetrators  might  be  maintained. 
As  a  rule,  however,  neither  the  criminal 
prosecution  of  offenders  nor  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  damage  suits  provides 
an  adequate  remedy  for  loss  ana  annoy- 
ance suffered.  Something  is  needed  to  be 
done  to  stop  at  once  the  destruction  of 
property,  the  obstruction  of  business,  and 
the  loss  of  employment  by  those  willing 
to  work.  The  necessary  remedy  is  found 
in  an  injunction  or  order  issued  by  the 
court  and  directed  against  the  offenders, 
commanding  them  to  cease  from  all  il- 
legal practices  which  tend  to  prevent  the 
conduct  of  business  by  the  employer, 
and,  consequently,  the  working  of  em- 
ployes willing  to  work.  *  *  *  * 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  interpretation  of 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  court  has 
hatched  out  quite  a  brood  and  from  the 
evidence  to  follow  there  are  still  more 
varieties  to  come.  It  may  be  that  a  con- 
struction is  possible  that  takes  in  all  the 
the  various  specifications  enumerated 
above  and  which  are  almost  daily  being 
made  the  subject  of  an  injunction,  but  we 
are  unable  to  grasp  them.  We  agree, 
however,  that  some  of  the  specifications 
should  stand  subject  to  a  law  intended  to 
prohibit  or  restrain,  but  when  a  legal  act 
on  the  part  of  an  individual  or  individ- 
uals is  decided  to  be  an  illegal  act  under 
circumstances  that  ordinarily  would  be 
perfectly  legal,  we  do  not  concur  in  the 
opinion  that  such  a  law  is  equitable  or 
just.  What  is  right  for  one  is  right  for 
all,  and  what  is  right  one  time  is  right 
all  the  time.  Right  is  like  truth,  it  is  un- 
changeable and  everlasting.  The  com- 
plaint we  make  is  not  directed  against 
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the  power  of  the  injunction  commanding 
men  to  "cease  from  all  illegal  practices 
which  tend  to  prevent  the  conduct  of 
business"  but  against  the  interpretation 
of  what  constitutes  an  illegal  act.  In- 
junctions have  been  issued  to  restrain 
men  from  quitting  an  employer  when  it 
was  clearly  shown  the  wages  paid  was 
insufficient  to  live  upon.  Let  us  reverse 
the  situation.  Could  these  same  men 
have  secured  a  writ  restraining  that  em- 
ployer from  closing  down  his  factory  and 
compel  him  to  operate  it  a  loss?  There 
is  no  man  who  earns  his  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow  would  think  of  demand- 
ing such  a  sacrifice. 

The  Indianapolis  News  furnishes  an 
example  of  the  far-reaching  power  that  the 
injunction  is  being  made  to  subserve  in 
the  following: 

The  injunction  business  is  being  very 
much  overdone.  Instead  of  being  an  ex- 
traordinary remedy,  it  is  becoming  quite 
the  usual  thing.  Strikers  have  recently 
been  enjoined  from  picketing  the  shop  of 
their  employers,  some  of  the  courts  even 
going  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  may  not 
even  talk  to  the  men  proposing  to  take 
their  places  for  the  purpose  of  dissuad- 
ing them  from  doing  so.  Courts  have  en- 
joined not  only  criminal  action— which  of 
itself  is  a  procedure  of  doubtful  wisdom— 
but  discourteous  action.  Nor  are  the 
Federal  judges  alone  responsible  for  the 
extension  of  the  functions  of  the  writ  of 
injunction.  One  of  the  most  sweeping, 
and,  as  we  think,  indefensible  injunctions 
ever  granted,  is  that  recently  issued  by 
Judge  Gager,  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
New  Haven.  Of  this  the  New  York  Even- 
ing Post,  certainly  not  a  professional 
friend  of  the  laboring  man,  says: 

"Judge  Gager  would  rob  the  workman 
of  the  direct  and  ordinary  methods  of  en- 
forcing his  views,  and  bring  the  machin- 
ery of  law  to  work  in  an  entirely  unusual 
way  in  favor  of  his  adversary.  If  there 
is  any  time  in  which  the  law  should  be 
applied  with  caution,  moderation  and 


fairness,  it  is  in  connection  with  the  set- 
tlement of  questions  involving  the  ulti- 
mate welfare  of  society.  There  is,  in 
these  questions,  no  temper  of  criminali- 
ty, but  simply  a  wish  to  assert  and  main- 
tain rights.  The  judiciary  already  suf- 
fers from  the  suspicion  among  working- 
men  that  it  does  not  and  will  not  bring  to 
this  class  of  questions  sound  and  un- 
biased opinion.  Workmen  would  feel  that 
they  might  as  well  be  arraigned  before 
the  company  with  whom  the  controversy 
was  opened  as  before  a  man  like  Judge 
Gager." 

All  of  which  is  true.  The  situation  is 
made  much  worse  by  the  fact  that  in 
many  cases  injunctions  are  sought  by 
trusts  which  are  themselves  not  infre- 
quently the  most  flagrant  law-breakers, 
some  of  them  existing  in  violation  of  the 
law.  Every  injunction  that  is  granted  to 
a  trust  against  its  employes  will  almost 
certainly  have  a  bad  effect.  Therefore,  it 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  no  in- 
junctions should  be  granted  unless  the 
case  is  clear.  It  would  be  a  most  unfor- 
tunate thing  if  the  workingmen  should 
get  the  impression— and  many  of  them 
have  it  now— that  the  courts  and  the 
trusts  are  in  alliance  against  them.  And 
we  are  all  interested  in  the  maintenance 
of  political  rights.  Men  must  be  allowed 
to  go  to  considerable  lengths  in  maintain- 
ing them.  A  judicial  despotism  is  as  bad 
as  any  other  sort  of  despotism.  The  con- 
clusion is  that  the  injunction  should  be 
sparingly  used  in  controversies  be- 
tween employers  and  employes.  The 
courts  themselves  will  be  strengthened 
by  conservatism  in  this  matter. 

This  is  judicial  despotism  with  a  ven- 
geance! The  autocracy  of  the  Czar  of 
Russia  no  longer  stands  unparalleled. 
When  men  are  denied  the  freedom  of 
speech— when  they  are  commanded  to  de- 
sist from  giving  voice  to  their  complaints 
or  from  raising  them  in  appeal  to  their 
fellow  men,  a  condition  bordering  serf- 
dom is  close  at  hand  and  the  Constitu- 
tion upon  which  our  liberties  are  based, 
becomes  a  farce. 


SWEAT-SHOP  GOODS. 


The  question  of  what  kind  of  surround- 
ings affected  the  manufacture  of  the 
shelf-made  goods  that  many  purchase 
never  enters  into  consideration.  It  seems 
sufficient  that  the  garment  gives  the 
promise  of  wearing  well  and  fits  well.  If 
one  will  but  visit  the   mean,  squalid 


quarters  in  which  many  of  the  garments 
are  made  that  are  sold  all  over  this  broad 
country,  and  which  are  worn  by  many 
who  have  declared  themselves  friends  of 
organized  labor,  they  would  wonder  that 
disease  was  not  more  prevalent.  Organ- 
ized labor  is  the  enemy  of  the  sweat  shop 
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and  its.  label  is  a  guarantee  of  goods 
made  in  wholesome,  ventilated  apart- 
ments. Every  dollar  invested  in  sweat- 
shop goods  is  a  premium  paid  on  disease 
and  a  blow  at  organized  labor  that  is  try- 
ing to  better  not  only  its  own  condition 
but  ours  as  well.  If  organized  labor 
everywhere  would  try  to  understand  this 
condition  of  affairs  and  patronize  goods 
bearing  the  union  label  only,  the  over- 
worked, underpaid  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren who  toil  at  starvation  prices  and 
while  suffering  from  disease,  would  be  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

The  Chicago  Record  Herald  expresses 
itself  forcibly  in  this  connection  and 
says: 

The  problem  presented  by  the  New  York 
sweatshop  workers  is  a  problem  common 
to  all  large  cities,  and  it  is  one  that  must 
be  worked  out  along  humanitarian  lines. 
Business  is  business,  to  be  sure,  but  for 
that 'very  reason  it  has  to  consult  public 
sentiment  more  and  more,  since  public 
sentiment  is  a  growing  power,  and  every- 
where there  is  a  vigorous,  moral  protest 
against  the  sweatshop  system.  This  pro- 
test will  be  the  mainspring  of  action,  and 
it  will  be  felt  in  dollars  withdrawn  from 
trade.  Then  business  will  acquiesce  in 
the  argument  of  dollars,  but  the  victory 
will  be  one  of  morals  and  of  justice. 

That  the  system  is  an  anomaly  in  this 
country  is  perfectly  clear.  It  was  estab- 
lished through  the  helplessness  and  the 
necessities  of  large  groups  of  ignorant 
foreigners  who  huddled  together  in  poor 
tenement  districts  without  knowledge  of 
our  language  or  institutions{  and  took 
what  work  was  offered  them  in  despera- 
tion. The  labor  thus  begun  in  despera- 
tion has  continued  in  desperation  because 
the  people  have  no  power  of  initiative. 


Their  condition  deprives  them  of  oppor- 
tunities also,  and  so  tends  to  perpetuate 
itself.  Men,  women  and  children  who  are 
overworked,  underpaid,  robbed  by  those 
who  contract  for  them,  insufficiently 
housed,  clothed  and  fed,  must  inevitably 
be  shown  the  way  to  improve  themselves 
from  the  outside. 

Taking  their  disadvantages  and  oppres- 
sion in  the  order  indicated,  it  appears 
that  the  New  York  strikers  have  to  work 
from  eleven  to  eighteen  hours  a  day,  and 
that  in  this  time  they  earn  about  $8  a 
week.  Often  the  contractors  who  engage 
them  collect  their  own  bills  from  the 
merchants  and  neglect  to  pay  any  wages 
at  all.  The  homes  of  their  victims  are 
the  meanest  of  tenements,  which  arouse 
the  horror  of  charitable  associations. 
There  are,  perhaps,  several  occupants  to 
every  small  room,  and  in  these  poorest  of 
shelters  wretched  food  and  clothing  is  a 
matter  of  course. 

The  whole  situation  is  abominable  as 
well  as  un-American,  and  it  cannot  last. 
Every  strike  will  excite  public  sympathy 
for  the  strikers  and  a  hostility  toward 
those  who  profit  by  their  misery  which 
may  bring  the  question  to  a  very  sharp 
issue  and  a  settlement  for  the  better  at 
any  time. 

Those  who  have  never  had  opportunity 
to  visit  the  quarters  in  which  those  goods 
are  made  cannot  understand  the  terrible 
possibility  that  attaches  to  wearing  gar- 
ments made  where  disease  and  filth  pre- 
dominate to  the  extent  that  we  find  in 
these  sweat  shops.  We  can  only  call 
attention  to  them  here  and  ask  that  our 
own  craft  exercise  care  in  selecting  only 
such  garments  as  bear  the  guarantee  of 
cleanliness  and  good  workmanship. 
These  are  found  bearing  the  union  label. 


CLOSE  THE  GAP* 


There  is  almost  a  unanimity  of  opinion 
that  the  Chinese  Exclusion  Act,  which  ex- 
pires in  force  on  May  5,  1902,  should  be 
re-enacted.  The  recent  experience  with 
China  is  only  the  least  of  reasons  for  re- 
monstrating against  a  relaxation  of  the 
laws  for  their  rigid  exclusion  from  our 
country.  The  steady  influx  of  Chinese  is 
proof  conclusive  that  the  exclusion  act  as 
it  stands  is  not  effective,  still  the  barrier 
it  presents  is  better  than  no  barrier  at 
all,  and  with  the  hope  of  maintaining 


even  the  small  protection  that  it  does 
afford,  American  laboring  men  will, 
through  their  organizations,  appeal  to 
Congress  for  its  re-enactment.  At  the 
same  time  it  will  be  shown  to  what  ex- 
tent smuggling  is  carried  on  and  it  is 
proposed  to  urge  the  enactment  of  an 
amendment  to  the  present  law,  in  case  it 
is  decided  by  Congress  to  re-enact  that 
statute  in  its  present  shape,  seeking  to 
avoid  smuggling,  and  with  this  loophole 
effectually  blocked,  Secretary  Morrison 
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says,  it  is  believed  that  the  incursions  of 
all  soch  aliens  will  be  completely  stopped. 

In  an  excerpt  from  a  Washington  paper 
Secretary  Morrison  says: 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  failure  of 
Congress  to  re-enact  the  law  would  work 
wholesale  harm  to  the  American  laboring 
man.  Take  the  situation  out  in  the  state 
of  Washington,  for  instance.  In  that 
state  there  are  hundreds  of  Chinamen 
employed  in  the  mines  and  in  the '  fishing 
interests.  They  are  paid  miserable  wages 
by  their  employers,  who  are  only  too  glad 
to  secure  their  services  at  such  starva- 
tion rates  as  the  Chinamen  ask,  and  the 
result  is  that  many  a  good  American  is 
denied  the  opportunity  to  make  a  com- 
fortable living  for  himself.  The  China- 
man under  the  law  is  not  naturalized, 
and  unlike  many  of  the  other  foreigners 
who  come  here  to  work  he  has  no  sympa- 
thy for  American  institutions,  and  noth- 
ing in  common  with  the  American  people. 
In  case  the  law  is  not  re-enacted  this 
condition  in  the  state  of  Washington  will 
prevail  all  over  the  country.  Thousands 
of  Chinamen  are  only  waiting  for  the 
nullification  of  the  law  in  order  to  come 
to  this  glorious  haven  of  labor  and  free- 
dom, and  if  the  barriers  are  lowered  they 
will  come  here  in  large  numbers  and  as 
fast  as  the  trans-Pacific  steamers  can 
carry  them. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  hundreds  of 
Chinamen  are  smuggled  into  our  country 
over  the  Canadian  border  every  year. 
The  officials  of  the  country  are  enforcing 
the  statute  to  the  best  of  their  ability, 
but  it  seems  that  as  the  law  is  now  fram- 
ed there  is  no  effective  provision  aimed 
at  entry  from  this  source.  We  want  the 
addition  of  a  provision  directed  at  this 
practice  and  hope  to  arrive  at  a  solution 
of  this  feature  of  the  question  before  May 
next. 

The  committee  appointed  at  Louisville 
to  confer  with  the  immigration  officials 
on  the  exclusion  act,  visited  Ellis  Island 
in  New  York  some  weeks  ago,  and  while 
there  made  an  investigation  of  the  work- 
ings of  the  alien  contract  labor  law. 

"We  found,"  said  Mr.  Morrison,  refer- 
ring to  this  subject,  "that  it  is  virtually 
impossible  for  the  immigration  officials 
to  exclude  one-tenth  of  the  laborers  who 
come  to  this  country  under  contract  to 
work.  There  is  noway  to  get  at  such  im- 
migrants. Hundreds  who  come  in  have 
been  prompted  before  their  arrival  here 
and  when  questioned  by  the  inspectors 
know  exactly  what  to  say  to  evade  the 
law.  There  is  no  proof  obtainable  that 
these  men  are  under  contract,  so  that  the 
officials  are  obliged  to  let  them  in. 

"It  has  been  proposed  to  make  an  ex- 
ample of  some  of  the  immigrants  by  se- 
lecting them  at  random,  so  as  to  keep 
others  intending  to  come  in  with  illegal 
intent  uncertain  as  to  their  fate;  but  it  is 


argued  that  this  system  of  enforcing:  the 
law  might  work  hardship  upon  innocent 
people.  So  far  we  can  see  no  solution  of 
this  problem." 

In  considering  a  matter  of  this  nature 
we  are  too  often  prone  to  selfishness  and 
are  given  to  a  way  of  reasoning  that  only 
takes  in  the  narrow  confines  of  those 
things  that  affect  our  personal  interests 
without  giving  freedom  to  the  broader 
principles  upon  which  success  to  our  fel- 
low-workers depends.    We  agree  with 
those  who  are  inclined  to  argue  that  the 
Chinamen  does  not  enter  into  direct  com- 
petition against  us  in  train  service  and 
that  we  have  not  reached  the  bridge  that 
threatens  our  safety,  but  this  is  not  so 
far  an  impossibility  that  we  can  afford  to 
deny  our  assistance  to  those  whose  in- 
terests are  now  threatened,  by  any  means. 
If  there  be  no  other  inspiration  American 
pride  should  rise  up  in  wishing  to  expel 
the  Mongolian  who  has  no  interests  in 
our  institutions  or  laws.   He  offers  his 
work  in  competition  at  figures  that  drives 
American  labor  out  or  drives  it  to  the 
wall  to  live  as  best  it  can  or  starve. 

Perhaps  our  view  of  the  laws  of  immi- 
gration taken  as  a  whole  is  entirely  too 
radical  to  suit  many,  but  we  cannot  help 
but  cling  to  the  text  of  our  argument  in  a 
previous  editorial,  that  we  throw  open  our 
ports  to  all  alike  who  wish  to  land  upon 
our  shores,  who  are  able  to  read  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  intelligently  in  the 
English  language. 

The  dangers  that  beset  the  interests  of 
the  American  laborer  are  not  confined 
alone  to  Chinese,  but  to  every  illiterate 
immigrant  who  knows  nothing  of  our  cus- 
toms and  laws.  It  has  been  said  that 
such  a  law  would  practically  exclude  all 
nations  except  the  English,  and  many  of 
these  from  the  fact  that  a  large  percentage 
is  illiterate  who  come  to  our  shores.  Let 
us  look  what  hardship  such  a  law  might 
bring  to  the  laborer  of  this  country. 
With  the  steady  growth  of  business  the 
demand  for  labor  would  not  be  turned 
away  with  the  expression,  "I  have  three 
men  for  every  job  now."  Still,  under  this 
restriction  of  qualification  to  citizenship 
or  admission  to  our  country,  this  condi- 
tion of  affairs  could  not  last  long,  for  we 
would  soon  find  those  who  would  master 
our  language  and  study  the  fundamental 
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principles  upon  which  our  laws  are 
founded  in  order  to  gain  admission  here. 

Ten  such  as  these,  possessing  a  knowl- 
edge of  our  customs  and  laws  would  be 
•worth  more  than  ten-fold  their  number 
chosen  indiscriminately  as  they  now  ar- 
rive on  our  shores. 

Will  any  one  deny  the  wholesome  effect 
that  such  a  law  would  have  upon  us  as  a 
nation?  Is  this  then  not  our  greatest  aim? 
Immigration  statistics  present  some  start- 
ling disclosures  and  if  one  will  but  take 
the  time  to  consider  the  menace  to  labor 
that  the  present  influx  threatens,  it  will 
convince  the  most  skeptical  that  drastic 
measures  will  soon  have  to  be  adopted  to 
protect  American  workingmen. 

The  law  of  supply  and  demand  is  no 
less  applicable  to  labor  than  to  any  other 
commodity  and  it  does  not  need  any  ar- 
gument to  show  us  that  with  the  present 
influx  wages  is  bound  to  be  affected  and 
those  conditions  follow  that  are  incident 
to  hard  times.  Only  the  phenomenal  sta- 
bility of  business  enterprises  has  been 
responsible  for  the  absence  of  the  hard 
times  that  fall  upon  us  periodically,  but 
even  this  prosperity  cannot  always  remain 
with  us.  There  will  come  a  time  when 
"the  mine  is  worked  for  its  worth"  and 
hard  times  again  come  upon  us  that  the 
horde  of  foreigners  who  are  arriving  by 
every  steamer  will  compete  with  us,  for 
the  "price  of  a  loaf"  and  then  we  will  see 
the  necessity  more  clearly  under  the 
stress  of  an  empty  stomach,  for  placing  a 


more  formidable  barrier  against  those 
who  have  already  made  labor  a  drug  on 
the  market. 

The  federal  constitution  could  be 
amended  to  cover  an  exigency  of  this 
nature  if  conditions  warranted  that  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  our  government.  Our 
greatest  enemy  to  such  legislation  would 
be  that  class  of  capitalists  who  employ 
cheap  or  contract  labor  and  who  are  the 
very  ones  that  are  now  encouraging  im- 
migration. Others  indirectly  affected 
would  also  protest  against  such  legisla- 
tion, fearing  a  drouth  in  the  labor  market 
that  might  influence  the  prices  paid  for 
wages .  The  hardship  worked  upon  either 
class  through  such  a  law  becoming  effect- 
ive, would  not  be  half  as  great  as  the 
hardship  that  the  laborer  is  compelled  to 
face  in  the  influx  that  is  pouring  in, 
making  two  and  three  men  for  every  job 

While  we  do  not  agree  that  the  pro- 
visions of  any  act  is  fair  that  discrimi- 
nates, either  as  applies  to  individuals  or 
nations,  the  conditions  which  obtain  for 
the  laborer  of  this  country  are  of  that  im- 
portance that  we  are  willing  to  accept 
any  proposition  that  has  in  it  a  relief,  be 
it  ever  so  small,  for  the  laborer.  The  re- 
enactment  of  the  Chinese  Exclusion  Act 
promises  this,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that 
the  same  will  be  re-enacted  with  the 
amendment  that  has  been  proposed  to 
stop  the  practice  of  smuggling  Chinamen 
into  this  country. 


ON  THB  TAnPHCO  BRANCH. 

A.  E.  BATES.  KNOXV1LLE,  TENN. 


The  trainmaster's  brains  are  bothered  with  trains 

That  are  coming  and  going  away: 
And  the  drivers  and  Con's,  who  are  out  on  the  runs 

Are  wondering  how  long  they  '11  stay. 

For  life  on  the  rail  is  uncertain  and  frail; 

Pull  of  dangers  and  hardships  and  toils: 
Work  hard  every  day.  get  "dobies"  for  pay. 

While  the  officials  come  in  tor  the  spoils. 

There  's  many  a  slip  twixt  the  cup  and  the  lip; 

In  railroading  most  specially  true: 
A  slightly  turned  switch  and  they  're  all  in  the 
ditch. 

Engine,  box  cars  and  crew. 


It  matters  not.  who  is  into  the  plot 

To  ditch  a  fast  rolling  train. 
The  scoundrels  go  free,  we  frequently  see. 

Yet  they  always  find  someone  to  blame. 

When  the  poor  railroad  slave  is  laid  in  his  grave. 

From  loved  ones  far.  far  away. 
The  angel  of  light  will  stop  in  his  flight. 

Then  kneel  for  a  moment  to  pray: 

And  he  '11  ask  Him  above,  for  the  sake  of  His  love. 

To  let  justice  be  done  here  below. 
Give  to  all  Con's,  a  passenger  run 

On  the  Central  in  old  Mexico. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  14  is  prospering  nicely.  Let  me  say  a 
few  words  of  encouragement— the  word  sociabil- 
ity explains  itself,  we  all  know  the  meaning  of  it. 
or  if  we  do  not.  let  ns  dwell  for  a  moment  here. 
When  I  hear  the  word  sociability  I  think' of  a  dis- 
position to  associate  and  converse  with  others,  but 
there  are  a  great  many  ways  of  applying  this 
word,  or  rather,  a  great  many  ways  of  being  socia- 
ble. 

We  meet  with  a  great  many  kinds  of  society  as 
we  journey  through  life.  We  meet  different  kinds 
of  people  each  day.  Some  are  sociable  and  al- 
ways willing  to  give  a  helping  hand,  others  are  sel- 
fish and  do  not  like  to  be  troubled  or  annoyed.  Oh. 
how  nice  when  we  are  lonely  and  in  a  strange 
community,  with  no  friends  or  relatives,  to  meet 
with  a  sociable  person.  Such  a  person  recalls  to 
our  memory  home,  and  dear  friends  left  behind. 
We  can  make  friends  of  such  persons,  and  ere 
long  we  are  no  longer  lonely  but  contented  and 
happy.  Sometimes  we  travel  a  great  distance  be- 
fore we  meet  with  such  a  person,  for  such  persons 
are  very  rare  indeed.  We  may  meet  persons  who 
are  prone  to  be  very  sociable  and  kind,  but  are 
they  true?  Sad.  sad  indeed  it  is  to  say.  we  some- 
times find  those  whom  we  considered  our  best 
friends  false.  They  are  sociable  and  kind  when 
with  us.  but  their  selfishness  overcomes  their  so- 
ciability and  kindness  and  they  become  false.  In 
some  communities  we  find  the  people  distant  and 
not  sociable,  ever  ready  to  quarrel  and  talk  about 
the  strangers  among  them.  Oh.  what  must  be  the 
feeling  of  a  person  so  situated!  I  think  they  would 
be  tempted  to  say  quite  often:  "If  I  were  only 
home  again,  or  had  I  just  one  kind  friend  to  utter 
one  kind  word  in  my  behalf  I"  Undoubtedly  they 
recall  the  words  of  Victor  Hugo,  as  he  entered  a 
little  village  and  found  the  people  ready  to  talk 
about  him  on  all  occasions.  He  said:  "There  are 
many  tongues  that  wag.  but  few  heads  that  think." 
I  think  when  some  people  are  talking,  or  as  they 
would  say  expressing  their  thoughts,  they  do  not 
think  how  much  pain  one  little  word  may  cause- 
yes,  one  foolish  word.  for.  remember,  a  word  once 
spoken  can  never  be  recalled.  Now,  I  think  we 
should  all  endeavor  to  be  sociable  and  kind,  and 
when  we  are  tempted  to  say  unkind  words,  just 
think.  I  know  not  where  they  may  light.  We  all 
meet,  but  we  know  not  for  how  long,  and  when  we 
part  let  it  be  with  a  kindly  feeling  toward  all.  for 


we  may  never  meet  again.  But  we  hope  to  meet 
some  day  as  one  society,  and  there  we  shall  under- 
stand clearly  the  meaning  of  the  word  sociability. 
Did  Jesus  of  Nazareth  pass  by  your  way?  Was  be 
sociable  and  kind  to  you?  Pass  it  on  to  others. 
"For  except  ye  have  Charity  what  profit  ye."  All 
friendship,  all  love,  human  and  divine,  is  spiritual. 
When  we  say  friendship,  we  mean  the  clasp  of  the 
hand  that  comes  from  the  heart.  Take  the  hand 
of  a  Sister,  and  give  her  of  your  strength  and 
heart  love  to  lean  upon.  Let  her  see  that  you  love 
her  and  have  faith  in  her.  and  may  we  be  to  others' 
faults  a  little  blind,  and  to  their  virtues  ever  kind. 
Therefore  let  ns  unite  our  efforts  as  the  different 
members  of  one  body  to  the  grand  Order  to  which 
we  have  pledged  support.  Mary  M.  Dubois. 
Ottnmwa.  Iowa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Language  is  inadequate  to  express  all  that  we 
saw  and  beard  and  the  great  pleasure  we  derived 
from  the  trip  to  the  convention  at  St.  Paul.  So 
much  has  already  been  written  in  reference  to  it 
I  deem  it  nseless  for  me  to  go  through  with  it 
again.  We  were  royally  entertained  by  St.  Paul- 
nothing  left  undone  to  make  our  stay  pleasant. 
I  can  truthfully  say  that  no  finer  body  of  men  or 
women  were  ever  assembled  together.  I  am 
proud  of  the  O.  R.  C.  May  it  long  live  and  con- 
tinue to  grow  until  every  conductor  in  the  United 
States  shall  be  a  member.  Auxiliary  43  is  still 
growing  in  numbers.  A  delightful  tea  was  given 
by  Mrs.  N.  S.  Garr.  of  North  End.  All  report  a 
charming  time.  With  many  kind  wishes. 

Atlanta.  Ga.  Mas.  Julia  A.  Mains. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Owing  to  the  extreme  heat  we  disbanded  until 
the  last  meeting  day  in  September.  A  good  many 
of  our  members  are  out  of  town  and  others  con- 
template going.  Our  President.  Sister  Corey, 
leaves  on  the  27th  for  the  Pacific  coast  Sister 
Wolfe  is  visiting  in  Denver.  Colo.  Sister  Gould 
and  children  are  in  Meade.  Kansas.  We  had  a 
most  enjoyable  time  at  our  last  meeting,  and  the 
spirit  of  conviviality  was  dominant.  The  gentle- 
men were  rather  conventional  at  first,  but  when 
Brother  Dodge  stepped  forth  to  lead  the  vaude- 
ville the  rest  soon  followed.  While  it  was  pretty 
warm  to  dance  it  was  pleasant  eating  ice  cream 
and  cake. 
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Sister  Pond  brought  home  a  glowing  report  of 
the  convention  at  St.  Paul,  and  words  of  praise  of 
the  kind  hospitality  shown  the  delegates.  I  feel 
sure  we  were  well  represented,  as  Sister  Pond  is  a 
worker  and  has  the  interest  of  the  lodge  at  heart. 
While  it  seems  hard  to  keep  cool  and  pleasant  and 
perform  household  duties  this  warm  weather,  it  is 
a  great  deal  more  difficult  for  some  of  us  to  live  up 
to  the  motto  we  should  strive  to  follow.  The 
unforgiving  spirit  which  pervades  most  organi- 
zations is  certainly  a  detriment  to  good  work. 
For  this  reason  it  is  important  that  we  should 
meet  all  enmity  in  a  charitable  spirit  and 
should  be  ready  to  forgive.  "Let  not  the  sun 
go  down  upon  wrath,  but  write  thy  wrongs  in 
ashes."  Draw  the  curtain  of  night  upon  the  in- 
juries, shut  them  up  in  the  tower  of  oblivion  and 
let  them  be  as  though  they  had  not  been.  To  re- 
turn good  for  good  is  human:  to  return  good  for 
evil  is  Godlike.  While  we  are  all  a  lot  of  erring 
creatures  at  best,  we  should  not  be  exacting  with 
others.  Now  let  us  unite  our  efforts  in  the  up- 
building of  this  Auxiliary,  which  we  pledged  our- 
selves to  support.  I  sincerely  hope  when  we  con- 
vene again  that  we  will  see  more  of  our  members 
in  attendance  and  more  interest  shown. 

With  hearty  wishes  to  all  members  of  the  L.  A. 

Dodge  City,  Kans.  A  Member. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  are  "moseying"  along  in  our  own  sweet  way 
these  hot  days,  not  missing  a  meeting,  with  fine  at- 
tendance each  time,  occasionally  initiating  a  new 
Sister  and  enjoying  life  to  the  fullest  extent.  Sis- 
ter Plenniken  is  the  latest  addition  to  our  member- 
ship chain  and  a  loyal  little  link  she  will  make,  we 
feel  sure.  We  have  a  social  gathering  every  week 
or  two  at  the  different  member's  homes,  always  in 
the  nature  of  a  surprise  to  the  Sister  with  whom 
we  meet  They  are  not  only  hugely  enjoyable,  but 
quite  beneficial  also,  as  we  become  more  inti- 
mately acquainted  each  time,  thereby  learniog  to 
love  or  sympathize  more  fully  with  each  other. 
Besides  it  affords  more  time  to  talk  "lodge"  or  say 
something  about  that  good  little  Sister  who  stayed 
at  home.  Come  out.  dear  sister,  we  always  have  a 
"snack." 

Our  delegate  was  a  success.  We  feel  amply  re- 
paid for  our  effort  in  sending  her.  After  listening 
to  her  report  and  hearing  her  tell  of  the  good  times 
she  had.  we  each  decided  within  ourselves  to  be 
the  delegate  next  time.  Happy  to  learn  of  Sister 
Moore's  re-election.  We  feel  that  no  better  choice 
could  have  been  made.  Accept  a  hearty  hand- 
shake with  best  wishes  from  137.  dear  Sister.  We 
are  making  preparations  for  a  bazaar  to  be  held 
this  fall  or  winter,  are  also  making  another  auto- 
graph quilt.  Our  last  proved  so  satisfactory,  this 
will  doubtless  be  more  so.  as  we  intend  voting  it 
off  to  the  most  popular  Sister.  (Confidentially,  I 
am  anticipating  many  a  sweet  dream  under  that 
quilt.)  Our  dear  little  Senior  Sister  Purcell  is  in 
California  for  the  heated  term.  She  reports  a 
lovely  time,  some  trouble,  however,  in  keeping 
track  of  the  old  man.  who  gets  a  little  gay  when 
he  thinks  that  she  isn't  watching.  We  have  lost 
quite  a  number  of  our  members  by  their  husbands 
accepting  positions  on  other  roads.  Our  most  re- 
cent loss  was  Brother  and  Sister  Shea,  who  moved 


to  Sherman.  Several  others  have  registered  for  a 
home  in  El  Reno.    We  wish  them  luck,  but  do  net 
wish  to  lose  them.  As  ever  for  "slack." 
Cleburne.  Tex.  Sister  Mac. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

I  have  kept  silent  since  our  delegate,  alternate 
and  a  number  of  other  Sisters  of  Auxiliary  93  bade 
us  adieu  and  turned  their  attention  westward  to 
Grand  Convention  at  St.  Paul.  I  was  hoping  te 
read  a  letter  in  our  last  journal  relative  to  that 
trip  from  several,  or  one.  at  least.  I  feel  sure  it 
would  be  very  interesting  to  all,  and  certainly 
much  better  relished  as  a  condiment  than  any- 
thing I  can  give  you  in  vacation  season.  I  shall 
continue  to  hope  for  a  good  long  story  as  a  supple- 
ment to  mine  of  the  eventful  journey.  Pass  it 
around.  Sisters,  and  let  us  home  bodies  enjoy  ia 
our  mind's  eye  what  you  actually  saw.  heard  and 
received,  then,  like  unto  Christ,  you  can  feed  the 
multitudes  in  the  giving  out  of  good  which  you  re- 
ceived by  the  way.  and  meeting  together  as  a 
family  circle. 

It  has  been  rather  quiet  in  our  lodge  room 
echoes,  but  at  our  June  meeting  we  gladly  received 
our  delegate  and  beard  the  report  she  had  in  store 
for  us.  It  showed  her  faithful  attendance  at  con- 
vention. The  July  meeting  I  was  reluctantly  per- 
suaded to  give  up  for  my  little  girl's  pleasure  at 
our  annual  Sunday  school  picnic  at  Contoooook 
River  Park. 

Sister  Eaton  met  with  a  painful  accident  since 
her  return  by  a  fall  from  her  wheel,  but  was  much 
better  at  last  report.  It  will  soon  be  cooler,  we 
hope,  (this  season  beating  the  record)  and  with  it 
renewed  activity  and  attendance  in  our  accus- 
tomed places  the  first  Tuesday  in  every  month. 
Watch  out  for  letter  No.  2  from  the  Granite  State's 
capital  city.  Mrs.  L.  C.  Flanders. 

Concord.  N.  H. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  want  to  say  something  of  the  best  convention 
ever  held,  and  decidedly  the  best  I  ever  attended. 
It  just  fills  one  to  overflowing  with  enthusiasm  te 
work  more  and  harder  for  our  noble  Auxiliary  and 
an  inspiration  to  be  there  next  time.  There  is  not 
a  day  since  my  return  but  pleasant  thoughts  fly  in 
and  out  of  mind  of  the  good  times  and  jovial  friends 
we  came  in  contact  with,  and  then  aside,  are  little 
souvenins  of  different  trips,  and  the  official  pro- 
gram so  beautifully  gotten  up  by  Division  40  for 
us  all.  and  as  many  as  wanted  to  send  home  to  our 
friends.  When  I  said  "do  you  reckon  you  could  let 
me  have  another  one"  he  laughed  and  said.  "I 
know  where  you  came  from."  I  found  out  he  was 
Ga.  and  had  been  laughed  at  for  the  same  speech. 
Any  information  not  in  books  would  be  gladly 
given  by  Brother  Goss:  he  was  always  on  hand  and 
could  not  do  enough  for  you.  He  must  certainly  be 
a  fair  sample  of  Division  40  or  they  could  not  have 
done  so  much  for  their  guests.  The  trip  given  us 
by  B.  of  L.  E.  to  Minnehaha  Falls  and  the  dinner 
served  ns  by  their  good  wives,  who  we  are  now  as- 
sured, if  they  knew  nothing  else,  they  can  fix  the 
best  eatables  of  anyone.  You  could  hear  naught 
but  praise  for  the  dinner  and  service.  Some  of  the 
delegates  grew  quite  anxious  to  be  sure  to  meet 
our  Grand  President  at  the  Capitol  Building  at  1:». 
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Brother  Goes  was  asked  conld  we  reach  it  in  time 
on  the  boat.  He  assured  us  Just  to  watch  the  color 
of  his  hair— that  was  an  assurance,  but  our  legal 
•  adviser  for  the  day.  Mr.  C.  M.  Reeves,  from  Mur- 
physboro.  111.,  led  us  a  lively  chase  up.  down  and 
around  the  falls,  hunting  a  street  car  to  take  us  to 
Minneapolis,  then  into  St.  Paul,  telling  us  the  boat 
was  gone.  While  we  were  doing  our  best  to  get  a 
breath  and  get  cool,  we  heard  the  boat  signal  to 
leave,  and  man-like  he  said,  "you  are  all  to  blame." 
but  we  were  at  the  Grand  Convention  and  laughed 
at  him.  be  being  so  frail  (225  pounds.)  Wednesday 
was  a  trolley  ride  to  Port  Snelllng  and  Indian 
Mound  Park.  There  soldiers  were  drilling,  some 
doing  work  with  guards  and  guns  over  them .  Fri- 
day was  Minneapolis  day.  a  grand  reception,  ten- 
dered by  Minneapolis  Sisters,  and  we  know  we 
could  not  have  been  treated  more  royally.  Satur- 
day carriage  drives  were  given  the  ladies.  It  was 
delightful.  Saturday  afternoon  we  met  with  Aux- 
iliary 101  in  their  work,  and  in  addition  was  the 
White  City  team  from  Chicago  in  their  new  drill 
work,  which  was  indeed  beautiful.  We  hope  to  see 
it  placed  in  all  Auxiliaries  where  the  number  per- 
mits. The  greatest  trip  of  all  was  Sunday's  excur- 
sion. It  was  too  much  for  us  to  attempt  to  de- 
scribe the  trip.  We  had  a  fine  time.  Brother  J.  L. 
Neff.  of  Jackson.  Tenn..  left  the  hotel  in  such  a 
lurry  he  forgot  his  cards  and  worried  all  day.  He 
wanted  to  exchange  with  the  ladies  Monday.  We 
delegates  settled  down  with  business  before  us. 
although  the  entertaining  program  was  still  full, 
but  we  owed  too  much  to  our  Auxiliary  to  partake 
further,  and  for  three  days  we  could  almost  ima- 
gine we  were  school  girls  once  more.  No  such 
thing  as  a  good  old  con  at  home  trying  to  wait  on 
himself,  whom  you  have  so  beautifully  "spoiled." 
and  when  it  was  announced  there  was  a  gentleman 
at  the  door  who  wished  to  take  the  ladies'  pictures 
when  they  adjourned  for  dinner,  with  their  con- 
sent, a  perfect  smile  of  approval  played  over  that 
room,  for  we  were  all  ladles,  you  know,  and  we 
would  not  mind  anything  like  that,  for  we  were  too 
anxious  to  capture  one.  And  how  I  do  enjoy  a  look 
at  those  familiar  faces,  though  so  many  names  are 
strangers  to  me. 

Our  Grand  Officers  are  certainly  capable  wo- 
men, with  determination  written  on  their  banner 
of  progress.  We  need  have  no  fear  to  follow  the 
advice  given,  for  we  have  risen  from  a  little  band 
to  one  that  is  large  in  number  and  strongly 
cemented  in  charity,  truth  and  friendship,  and  I 
am  a  witness  to  the  fact.  Truer  friends  are  not 
found  outside  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors, 
being  assured  that  there  is  no  stronger  link  than 
Auxiliary  102.  composed  of  the  truest  type  of 
womanhood,  ever  ready  with  an  extended  hand  and 
heart  full  of  love,  always  prompt  on  meeting  days. 

Many  of  our  members  have  been  kept  quite  close 
by  sickness  in  their  families.  Sister  W.  J.  Aldridge 
has  had  such  a  serious  time  with  her  little  girl, 
who  has  been  sick  ten  weeks  or  more.  She  leaves 
in  a  few  days  for  the  mountains  in  Tennessee,  and 
we  all  trust  it  will  prove  beneficial  to  them  both. 
Sister  Watkins.  our  faithful  musician,  has  been 
called  to  Hot  Springs.  Ark.,  to  her  sister.  Sister 
B.  C.  M.  Howd  is  now  in  New  York  and  Buffalo. 
Sister  J.  K.  Fulsom  and  daughter  leave  in  a  few 
days  for  Virginia  to  visit  relatives  and  friends. 


We  would  like  specially  to  see  a  letter  frem  Sister 
Turpin.  of  Chicago,  and  Sister  Clendenen,  of 
Streator.  111.  We  left  St.  Paul!  with  these  Sisters, 
and  in  their  company  we  found  our  trip  made 
much  more  pleasant,  although  we  experienced 
some  difficulty  in  leaving  the  depot  at  St.  Paul  I 
must  tell  this  on  the  Brothers  and  go;  Through 
the  courtesy  of  Waukesha  Mineral  Springs,  two 
cases  of  fine  water  were  sent  to  the  L.  A.  and  O.  R. 
C  and  Just  think!  when  it  was  announced  to  them 
at  the  auditorium  it  was  asked,  "did  they  send  a 
bath  tub?"  See  what  a  nice  set  of  men. 
Water  Valley.  Miss.  Mas.  A.  F.  McNebx. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Our  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are:  Pres. 
Sister  Newland.  V.  P..  Sister  H.  Chumley:  S.  and 
T..  Sister  D.  Cory;  S.  S..  Sister  Haberman:  J.  S.. 
Sister  Lillie  Denisoa:  GuardL  Sister  Joe  Fonrter; 
Ch'm  Com..  Sister  H.  Brooks.  Several  of  our 
members  attended  the  convention  and  reported  a 
royal  good  time.  They  are  looking  forward  to  our 
next  Grand  Convention  in  Pittsburg.  The  happy 
thoughts  of  St  Paul  and  the  courtesy  shown  all 
wbo  were  so  fortunate  as  to  attend  the  convention. 
There  were  five  of  our  Sisters  went.  All  reported 
a  lovely  time,  and  we.  as  a  Division,  wish  to  con- 
gratulate 101.  also  Division  40  on  their  grand  suc- 
cess. 

Sister  Dunston's  little  son  had  his  little  finger 
cut  off  last  week.  She  has  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 
Sister  Medtand  is  going  to  Salt  Lake.  Utah.  I 
hope  the  members  of  that  Division  will  call  on 
her  and  make  her  feel  as  though  she  was  in  No.  11 
at  home.  We  are  going  to  raffle  off  the  lace  hand- 
kerchief soon  for  the  benefit  of  a  Brother  wbo 
was  hurt  and  is  lying  in  the  hospital.  The  ladies 
are  going  to  give  a  basket  picnic  soon.  We  want 
everyone  to  come  and  bring  their  friends  and  have 
a  good  time. 

Let  us  work  hard  to  try  and  make  this  year  a 
prosperous  year,  and  let  us  work  in  happy,  willing 
unison  for  our  Auxiliary.  Let  by  gones  be  by- 
gones and  let  us  start  anew  and  try  to  have  every- 
thing go  as  nicely  as  can  be.  We  have  three  new 
members  this  year.  Wishing  all  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C. 
and  the  O.  R.  C.  good  success.         A  Mkmbbr, 

St.  Louis.  Mo. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  154  to  Division  236  was  organiied 
March  19. 1901.  The  organiser.  Mrs.  Sewell.  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Ashman,  the  Grand  Marshal,  and  visitisK 
members  from  Chicago,  exemplified  the  ritualistic 
work  in  a  graceful  manner,  after  which  we  in- 
stalled officers.  Pres..  Mrs.  Reece;  V.  P.,  Mrs. 
Benap;  S.  and  T„  Mrs.  Hawks;  S.  S„  Mrs.  Plnmb; 
J.  S..  Mrs.  Goodwin:  Guard.  Mrs.  Greene:  Musician. 
Mrs.  Shaffer:  Ins.  Agt..  Mrs.  Li tchten burger.  Is 
the  evening  a  banquet  was  held,  after  which  a 
delicious  supper  was  served.  Our  meetings  so 
far  have  been  very  interesting,  as  we  initiated  a 
number  since  organized.  Sister  Reece.  onr  honor- 
able President,  is  surely  the  right  one  in  the  right 
place.  Starting  as  we  did.  not  knowing  much 
about  the  work,  she  has  managed  well. 

We  all  enjoyed  to  see  our  President  go  to  St 
Paul  as  our  delegate.  She  was  eminently  qualified 
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for  the  occasion  and  surety  will  benefit  as  in  the 
work.  She  reports  a  very  pleasant  time. 

July  18  we  were  honored  by  an  invitation  from 
tbe  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  the  B.  L.  B.  to  attend  a 
social  held  in  their  ball.  The  hall  was  artistically 
decorated.  Ice  cream  and  cake  were  served,  with 
sweet  mnsic  to  charm  us.  The  Sisters  were  very 
cordial  and  we  truly  enjoyed  ourselves.  July  20 
we  all  filled  our  baskets  with  good  things  to  eat 
and  took  the  trolley  car  to  Tailor's  Park— called  it 
a  family  picnic,  of  course.  All  our  husbands  could 
not  attend,  or  else  the  railroad  would  have  been 
short  of  conductors,  but  all  who  happened  to  be  at 
home  went  and  enjoyed  the  afternoon,  especially 
when  supper  time  came  and  the  good  Sisters  pre- 
pared the  tables.  We  are  glad  to  note  the  gener- 
osity of  Brother  Hawks,  who  waited  upon  the 
table.  The  evening  was  spent  with  a  happy  trol- 
ley ride  through  the  city. 

Now.  Sisters,  let  us  all  work  together  and  try  to 
attend  tbe  meetings  as  often  as  we  can,  so  to 
make  it  as  pleasant  as  possible  for  those  who  hold 
an  office,  as  our  officers  have  been  so  faithful  to 
their  posts.  With  best  wishes  to  all  Divisions  O. 
R.  C.  and  L.  A.  Mrs.  S.  B.  Mabky. 

Preeport.  111. 

«-5 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  9  is  moving  along  nicely  with  good  at- 
tendance at  every  meeting  considering  the  hot 
weather.  Our  delegate.  Mrs.  Harry  Reigh.  re- 
turned from'  the  convention  with  a  good  report. 
Sister  Reigh  turned  over  to  the  Auxiliary  11.40 
which  she  made  by  telling  the  O.  R.  C.  Brothers 
their  fortune  on  tbe  train  and  which  caused  a  good 
deal  of  fun  and  helped  to  pass  the  time  away.  We 
are  all  very  much  pleased  with  the  re-election  of 
Grand  President,  Sister  Moore.  We  all  believe 
ahe  is  tbe  right  person  in  the  right  place. 

Since  my  last  letter  we  initiated  two  Sisters  and 
have  three  candidates  for  next  meeting.  Our  an- 
nual picnic  will  be  held  at  Kenny  wood  Park.  Aug. 
1.  On  July  12.  Auxiliary  9  was  entertained  by 
Sisters  Reinhart.  Motberal  and  Savot.  it  being 
their  birthday,  cake  and  cream  were  very  mnch 
enjoyed  by  all  present.  July  26  Sisters  Gray. 
Berry  and  Demsy  were  hostesses  of  the  afternoon, 
it  being  our  lunch  day.  Sisters  Dunlap  and  Riley 
of  McKees'  Rocks  were  our  last  visitors,  come 
again.  Sisters,  you  are  always  welcome.  And  Sis- 
ters let  us  keep  before  us  our  solemn  obligation 
inciting  us  to  work  for  the  harmony  of  the  Order 
of  which  we  are  members.  We  each  have  a  bur- 
den to  bear  at  one  time  or  another  in  life  and  we 
have  sympathy  for  all  Sisters  who  are  ill  or  are 
w  ading  through  trial  s.  Wishing  prosperity  to  the 
O.  R.  C.  and  Ladies  Auxiliary. 

Pittsburg.  Pa.  Mas.  Philip  Moonly. 

G  . 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Summer  is  here  with  us  and  tbe  warm  weather, 
together  with  the  wonderful  attractions  of  the 
Pan-American.  I  fear  has  a  tendency  to  keep  some 
of  tbe  Sisters  from  the  meetings.  Still  we  have 
that  faithful  few  who  are  deserving  of  great  credit 
for  their  regular  attendance,  and  show  by  so  doing 
they  are  ever  ready  to  lift  our  noble  Order  higher 
and  higher.  Our  delegate  gave  us  an  interesting 
statement  of  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Grand  con- 


vention and  spoke  very  highly  of  the  way  in  which 
they  were  entertained  by  the  Brothers  and  Sisters 
of  St  Paul.  We  have  no  sick  members  at  present 
to  my  knowledge.  Sister  Keating  so  far  recovered 
from  her  sickness  as  to  be  able  to  attend  last  meet- 
ing. Mas.  E.  B.  Mattesok. 
Buffalo.  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

The  March  meeting  of  Auxiliary  59  was  a  large 
interesting  one.  Sister  Edgerly.  of  Portland.  Me.. 
our  inspector,  was  present,  and  by  special  dispen- 
sation we  balloted  for  seven  and  initiated  six  can* 
didates— the  largest  number  ever  initiated  at  one 
time.  The  goat  looked  rather  weary,  but  with 
good  care  and  pasturage  this  summer  we  hope  to 
have  him  back  in  September  ready  for  fall  work, 
as  we  expect  to  add  several  new  names  to  our  list, 
the  result  of  a  visit  to  St.  Paul  and  a  trip  on  the 
Chicago  Special  at  the  close  of  the  convention 
last  May.  The  April  and  June  meetings  were  en 
Sunday,  the  same  date  as  those  of  Division  157. 
O.  R.  C,  and  at  2  p.  m.  the  Brothers  joined  us  at 
dinner  in  our  hall  and  we  passed  a  pleasant  social 
hour.  Our  Sunday  meetings  are  always  looked 
forward  to.  as  tbe  thought  of  a  good  dinner  with- 
out leaving  tbe  building  is  a  great  attraction,  as 
many  are  obliged  to  stay  in  Boston  all  day.  We 
accepted  an  invitation  to  meet  with  Auxiliary  93. 
of  Concord.  N.  H..  the  first  Tuesday  in  May.  After 
the  meeting  we  were  given  a  dinner  at  a  hotel  and 
a  trolley  ride  to  the  park.  We  left  Concord  at  5 
p.  m..  having  spent  a  very  pleasant  day  with  the 
Sisters  of  that  Auxiliary. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  illness  among  us.  Sister 
Sanborn  has  been  and  is  still  very  ill.  She  has  our 
sympathy  and  best  wishes  for  recovery.  Sister 
Royce  has  not  been  able  to  attend  the  meetings 
for  several  months,  and  others  have  been  pre- 
vented by  their  husbands'  illness.  We  miss  every 
one  and  hope  to  have  them  with  us  again  soon. 
Sister  Haggett  is  very  much  improved.  If  I  fail  to 
mention  any  Sister  it  is  not  intentional.  We  have 
but  one  meeting  a  month  and  many  of  us  are  some 
distance  from  Boston.  Brother  G.  E.  Smith  is 
missing  from  home,  and  also  The  Conductor: 
at  last  accounts  he  was  in  Canada.  We  wish  they 
would  send  him  home,  as  we  are  waiting  to  hear 
from  bim. 

In  March  our  "Good  Cheer  Club"  received  a 
present  of  $15  from  Division  157.  O.  R.  C.  with 
which  to  buy  dishes  and  silver  for  use  at  club  din- 
ners once  a  month.  It  was  a  pleasant  surprise, 
and  duly  appreciated,  and  we  hope  the  Brothers 
will  still  continue  to  help  us  use  those  dishes. 
Brothers,  do  not  wait  for  a  special  or  individual 
invitation.  You  are  always  welcome,  and  we 
should  feel  lost  without  yon.  Our  July  club  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Nantasket  Beach.  A  clam-bake 
and  good  music  helped  all  to  have  a  good  time, 
but  a  little  thunder-shower  made  it  a  little  incon- 
venient just  at  the  time  we  were  ready  to  start  for 
home.  Our  Augnst  meeting  will  also  be  held 
somewhere  on  the  coast.  Sister  Silsbee  was  our 
delegate,  but  owing  to  her  inability  to  remain 
until  the  close  of  the  Grand  Division  it  became 
my  duty,  as  alternate,  to  take  her  place,  and  the 
report  was  read  at  our  June  meeting.  Our  visit  in 
St.  Paul  was  a  most  enjoyable  one.   I  wish  to 
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voice  my  appreciation  with  the  many  others  in 
Thr  Conductor,  of  the  many  good  times  pro- 
vided for  ns  by  the  different  railroad  organiza- 
tions of  both  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis.  It  required 
time,  money  and  hard  work,  and  the  Divisions 
deserve  much  praise  for  making  the  convention 
such  a  success.  We  found  many  old  acquaint- 
ances and  made  many  new  ones  that  we  look 
forward  to  meeting  again  in  1903.  I  see  by 
the  July  Conductor  that  Brother  Reeves,  of 
Division  386  arrived  home  safely.  We  hope 
to  meet  him  again,  and  I  can  promise  him. 
at  this  early  date,  the  latest  edition  in  conun- 
drums from  "Beantown."  My  first  experience 
as  delegate  was  a  very  pleasant  one.  and  as 
we  left  the  Grand  Division  Room  the  last  day  it 
seemed  like  the  breaking  up  of  one  large  family, 
and  our  last  day  at  the  Merchants  was  a  particu- 
larly pleasant  one.  We  appreciate  the  work  our 
Grand  Officers  have  done,  and  the  new  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws  will  contain  many  changes  and 
additions  for  the  good  of  our  Order.  About  twenty 
from  Boston  and  vicinity  joined  the  Chicago 
Special  party  and  we  had  a  grand  trip.  The  ride 
over  the  Canadian  Pacific  from  Winnipeg  to  Van- 
couver is  beyond  description.  Our  party  was  very 
congenial,  we  were  blessed  with  good,  cool  weather 
and  the  seventeen  days  passed  all  too  quickly. 
What  a  hustler  Brother  G.  L.  Koner.  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  is  for  entertaining  on  short  notice  I  We  wish 
to  again  thank  him  for  the  many  good  times  that 
Division  gave  us  every  moment  of  our  stay  in 
that  city.  I  wonder  if  Sister  Keating  is  still  look- 
ing for  specimens,  and  Brother  Stack's  "Right 
around  the  other  side,  please."  still  echoes  from 
the  rear  of  the  car.  The  last  night  on  board  was  a 
lively  one.  Of  course,  some  of  us  slept— once  in  a 
while-while  the  rest  were  experts  at  "pillow 
dex."  During  the  last  extremely  warm  weather 
how  refreshing  some  of  those  Glacier  House  snow 
balls  would  have  seemed  going  down  our  backs, 
much  more  so  than  at  the  time  Brother  White  was 
throwing  them  right  through  the  car  windows. 
The  memory  of  that  trip  will  always  remain  with 
us  as  one  of  the  best,  and  we  look  forward  to 
meeting  its  members  again.  Our  Order  is  a  noble 
one.  May  its  members  increase  and  may  each  one 
do  her  part  in  making  it  better  as  the  months  go 
past.  May  we  in  harmony  work,  obeying  duty's 
call,  rejoicing  in  each  other's  love,  trusting  and 
loving  all.  To  another's  sorrows  lend  an  ear.  with 
hope  to  soothe  the  pain,  and  scatter  love  and  sun- 
shine as  the  clouds  do  scatter  rain. 
Dedham.  Mass.  Mrs.  W.  N.  Drake. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

A  short  but  very  comprehensive  letter  of  12 
lines  in  the  July  Conductor  from  Sister  Sullivan 
of  Lima.  Ohio,  reminded  me  of  a  promise.  After 
spending  ten  days  in  St.  Paul,  meeting  with  Sisters 
in  convention  and  having  so  many  kindnesses 
shown  us  in  the  way  of  receptions,  trolley  rides, 
concerts,  excursions  and  everything  that  heart 
could  wish.  I  had  then  many  thousand  miles  to 
travel  with  the  Chicago  special  to  the  far  west. 
I  am  thinking  of  the  first  public  reception  at  St. 
Paul:  the  beautiful  and  earnest  prayer  by  Re*. 
Dr.  Smith:  how  sincere  his  words  for  the; boys:  you 
could  judge  he  loves  them  all  and  wishes  good 


luck  to  follow  railroad  conductors  at  the  rate  of  a 
mile  a  minute.  Governor  Van  Sant  told  the  ladies 
they  could  have  anything  they  wanted,  all  that  was 
necessary  was  to  ask.  and  I  am  sure  I  hope  the 
gentlemen  received  the  same  offer— that  ought  to 
to  satisfy  the  best  of  us  in  the  extreme.  See  what 
brotherly  love  was  manifested  by  Brother  Clark 
in  bis  response.  He  wants  all  conductors  to  come 
in  to  the  O.  R.  C.  and  help  him  build  up  the  Order, 
put  your  shoulder  to  the  wheel.  Brother  Clark  is 
working  hard  in  your  interest.  The  address  of 
Sister  Moore  added  stars  to  her  crown  by  her  lov- 
ing words.  Brother  Sargent  is  just  as  young  and 
smart  as  he  used  to  be  when  he  lit  up  the  old  opera 
house  in  Concord,  a  few  years  ago.  with  his  smart 
speech.  Our  trolley  ride  to  Fort  Snelling  and 
Indian  Mounds  Park  brings  to  my  mind  the  pleas- 
ant faces  and  scenes.  Onr  steamboat  excursion 
up  the  Mississippi  gave  us  food  for  the  mind,  the 
lunch  given  us  by  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  I.  A.  to  B. 
of  L.  B.  was  excellent. 

May  23  we  bade  good-bye  to  St.  Paul,  feeling  al- 
most that  we  were  leaving  home,  and  we  could 
but  murmer  a  silent  prayer  for  the  O.  R.  C.  and 
Auxiliary  of  St.  Paul  and  the  citizens  generally 
for  everything  in  shape  of  blessings  to  attend  their 
future  prospects.   At  Winnepeg  Brother  Joseph 
met  our  Chicago  special  with  open  arms  and  es- 
corted us  everywhere  in  the  beautiful  city.  I  per- 
sonally called  on  Secretary  Patten  of  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  at  Winnepeg.  and  had  the  privilege  of  seeinr 
the  new  and  elegant  building  for  the  young  men 
of  that  city,  only  dedicated  last  January,  at  a  cost 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.   It  was  the 
Queen's  birthday,  our  time  bad  to  be  taken  up  in 
visiting  public  places  and  parks  and  when  the 
happy  91  left  Winnepeg  for  Moose  jaw  we  felt  very 
grateful  to  those  we  were  leaving  behind.  As  our 
train  pulled  out  of  the  station  we  were  informed 
that  we  not  only  had  the  fattest  man.  (Brother 
Stark  of  Chicago,  weight  352K  lbs..)  in  our  train, 
but   the   tallest   as   well.  (Billy   Penrose  of 
Moose  jaw.  whose  height  is  7  feet  4H  inches  in  his 
stockings.)  when  be  told  us  that  $16  was  the  price 
he  was  compelled  to  pay  for  his  boots  some  of  onr 
party  thought  it  was  best  to  be  content  with  onr 
lot.  On  our  journey  between  Winnepeg  and  Van- 
couver, the  chief  engineer  of  the  C.  P.  R.  R.  made 
our  party  a  very  pleasant  call,  gave  us  lots  of  in- 
formation in  regard  to  those  wonderful  sights 
through  the  Rockies  and  explained  the  value  of 
those  great  snow  sheds,  he  also  informed  us  that 
not  a  single  passenger  had  met  death  by  accident 
on  passenger  trains  on  the  C.  P.   I  cannot  find 
words  to  describe  the  wonderful  sights  I  witnessed, 
when  we  were  approaching  Crowfoot  station, 
where  we  get  the  first  glimpse  of  the  grand  old 
Rockies.  I  crawled  down  from  my  berth  about 
daybreak  and  thought  I  might  be  the  first  one  out 
I  got  out  on  the  platform  but  there  was  Brother 
Webb  and  Brother  Tomlinson.  we  were  soon  re- 
enforced  by  Sisters  Keating  and  Collins  and  ere 
the  grand  old  sun  appeared  the  whole  91  were 
ready  to  witness  the  grandest  view  of  a  lifetime, 
those   beautiful   rivers  roaring  along  through 
mountain  regions,  the  Columbia,  the  Lackatcbe- 
wan.  the  Bow  and  the  Kicking  Horse  rivers  dis- 
played such  beauty  and  grandeur  we  can  never 
forget  them.    Yes.  we  saw  the  battle  going  on  be- 
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tween  rocks  and  ice  tinder  the  warm  rammer  stin. 
the  three  mountain  peaks.  Three  Sisters  were 
very  plainly  to  our  view,  also  the  beautiful  lakes 
in  the  clouds.  At  Vancouver  a  drive  to  view  the 
beautiful  city  we  were  treated  to.  also  entertained 
at  hotel  Vancouver  in  a  royal  manner.  At  Van- 
couver wharves  we  were  given  the  privilege  of 
visiting  the  large  steamers  that  sail  every  week. 
Friday,  for  China.  Australia  and  other  foreign 
ports,  making  the  voyage  in  23  days,  also  the 
transport  Tartar  that  our  United  States  hired  in 
the  late  war  to  carry  our  soldier  boys  across  tbe 
water.  On  the  wharves  lay  some  Indian  relics 
found  up  north  of  Vancouver,  consisting  of  partly 
decayed  logs,  the  dimensions  might  be  30  feet  long 
and  60  inches  round:  carvtd  by  the  skillful  hands 
of  Indians,  were  frogs,  warriors,  infant  in  cradle, 
etc.  the  logs  were  billed  to  Chicago  and  Buffalo. 
Brother  Andrew  and  wife  left  us  here  for  a  trip 
over  to  the  beautiful  city  of  Victoria— a  sight 
worth  seeing.  They  got  possession  of  an  infant's 
basket— another  Indian  relic.  Sister  Clark  made 
a  seat  of  it  and  was  calmly  viewing  the  beauties 
of  nature,  when  the  custom  house  officer  came  in 
the  train  at  Sumas  City.  Our  big  Brother  Stark 
was  a  little  unfortunate  when  the  C.  H.  O.  kept  bis 
trunk  for  a  souvenir,  but  I  lost  some  of  my  sym- 
pathy the  last  night  out  before  our  arrival  in  Chi- 
cago. I  warn  my  friends  never  to  swap  horses 
while  crossing  the  stream,  and  be  sure  to  keep  out 
of  No.  13  berth  when  traveling  in  sleeping  cars. 
My  nearest  neighbors  in  the  sleeper.  Brother 
Richardson  and  wife  and  Sister  P.,  I  think  of  you 
all  when  the  sun  goes  down.  In  closing,  allow  me 
to  extend  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  officials  of  each 
railroad:  to  O.  R.C.  and  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C;  to  Col. 
Wood,  our  manager;  to  each  G.  B.  A.  that  so 
kindly  offered  assistance,  and  all  those  that  as- 
sisted me  in  recovering  my  lost  baggage  and  con- 
tributed to  my  pleasure  in  any  way.  Hoping  to 
meet  you  all  again  some  day. 
Concord.  N.  H.        Mary  Elizabeth  Cole. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

"To  make  us  do  what  we  can."  This  is  what 
Emerson  says  a  friend  is  for.  Good  definition:  that 
of  Auxiliary  friendship.  We  do  good  to  ourselves 
by  all  joining  together  to  do  good  to  one  another. 
There  is  an  old  saving  that  "if  you  would  have 
friends  you  must  be  friendly."  Courtesy  costs 
nothing:  it  is  the  cheapest  element  in  our  equip- 
ment: it  pours  oil  on  troubled  waters:  it  smooths 
tbe  road  through  life,  no  matter  where  or  bow  you 
may  be  traveling.  Auxiliary  47  has  been  climbing 
the  ladder  to  success.  Quite  a  notable  increase  in 
our  membership  during  the  past  months  has  been 
made.  We  hope  tbe  more  these  new  members 
know  about  our  Auxiliary  tbe  more  decided  will 
be  their  admiration  for  it.  Our  meetings  during 
the  month  of  May  were  of  particular  interest. 
Those  of  us  who  attended  the  one  while  many  of 
our  members  were  at  the  convention  will  never 
forget  that  day.  We  were  all  unusually  happy, 
and  just  as  glad  we  bad  stayed  at  home.  Our  Presi- 
dent was  so  grateful  to  us  for  our  prompt  attend- 
ance. She  and  Sister  Nye  served  ice  cream  and 
cake,  at  their  own  expense,  to  those  who  were 


present.  At  our  second  meeting  our  delegate.  Sis- 
ter Adams,  read  us  a  most  satisfactory  and  inter- 
esting report  of  the  convention.  She  thought  it 
one  of  the  most  inspiring  conventions  she  ever  at- 
tended. Auxiliary  47  deemed  it  a  great  honor  that 
she  should  be  chosen  a  member  of  the  jurisprud- 
ence committee.  Some  decided  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  new  Constitution,  which  will  give 
us  a  more  intelligent  idea  regarding  our  Auxiliary 
work. 

We  have  58  members  of  good  standing  in  our 
Auxiliary:  about  38  of  these  contribute  25  cents 
each  month  towards  tbe  indebtedness  on  our  piano. 
With  the  proceeds  of  the  socials  held  several 
months  ago.  the  amount  unpaid  is  $44.  By  all  join- 
ing together  to  help  one  another  we  will  clear  this 
debt  in  a  few  months. 

Sister  Carson  has  been  quite  ill  for  several 
months,  but  is  improving.  We  miss  her  pleasant 
smiles  at  our  meetings  and  hope  for  her  speedy  re- 
covery. The  festivities  of  railroad  men  and  their 
families  reached  the  climax  on  June  27. 1901.  at  Re- 
servoir  Park,  where  nineteen  thousand  railroad 
men,  their  wives  and  children  and  about  a  tbous- 
ond  visitors,  witbin  a  radius  of  two  hundred  miles 
assembled  to  have  a  grand  union  picnic.  The  Al- 
toona  band  was  In  the  park  during  the  day  and 
evening  and  gave  concerts.  Brother  J.  C.  Kinter, 
of  Daupbin  Division  143.  with  his  fine  quartette  of 
singers,  enlivened  the  crowd.  Tbe  park  was  never 
so  beautifully  decorated  as  upon  this  occasion. 
Governor  Wm.  Stone  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the 
railroad  men.  saying  that  their  heroism  was  equal 
to  that  of  the  bravest  marines.  Lieutenent  Gov- 
ernor Brown.  Meade  Detwiler.  also  Grand  Lodge 
Officers  were  present.  Chief  Engineer  Drake,  of 
the  engineers  lodge  No.  459,  made  a  short  speech 
from  the  grand  stand  in  tbe  afternoon.  The  union 
picnic  was  a  grand  success,  and  we  hope  they  will 
continue  the  good  work  every  year.  We  bid  all 
Auxiliaries  God-speed  in  their  work. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.      Irene  V.  Poffenbergkr. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  written 
me  soon  after  Brother  Frank  Warne  and  five  other 
members  of  Division  No.  231.  B.  L.  E.  was  at  the 
Home  on  an  investigating  tour: 

I  write  you  to  let  you  know  we  arrived  home  safe 
and  sound,  and  will  sav  that  we  were  all  pleased 
to  find  the  Home  in  such  fine  condition,  and  are 
very  thankful  to  you  and  Mr.  Watson  for  the  hos- 
pitality we  were  shown,  and  I  am  sure  we  will  try 
and  make  the  trip  again,  and  do  all  we  can  to  have 
other  Brothers  do  the  same. 

It  does  one  so  much  good  to  visit  the  Home  and 
see  the  Brothers  that  are  being  taken  care  of  by 
the  organizations.  But  I  think  they  will  all  see 
soon  that  the  thing  to  do  is  to  have  a  larger  Home, 
and  have  it  run  by  a  fund  set  aside  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  not  depend  on  charity.  I  am  glad  tbat  we 
are  able  to  help  a  little  as  we  are  a  small  and  new 
Division  we  could  not  do  much,  you  will  please 
find  enclosed  M  O.  for  $2  10  which  you  may  add  to 
the  $19.00  we  left  there  Sunday,  and  give  our 
Division  credit  for  it. 

May  you  and  Brother  Watsoa  be  rewarded  in 
Heaven  for  the  work  you  are  doing. 

Ynurs  fraternB'ly. 
F.  Warne.  F.  A.  E.  Div.  231. 

Highland  Park.  111.  Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 

S.  &  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  the  theory  that  any  movement  which  tends 
to  popularize  the  good  of  our  Order,  and  is  worthy 
of  encouragement.  I  have  undertaken  the  experi- 
ment to  try  and  influence  the  popular  support  of 
our  membership  toward  our  magazine.  I  wish  it 
could  be  possible  for  every  man  and  woman  of  our 
Order  to  have  a  talk  with  our  editor.  Brother  An- 
derson, but.  as  that  seems  impossible.  I  suggest 
that  it  would  do  you  all  good  "to  see  yourselves  as 
others  see  you  in  print."  There 
is  too  little  stress  laid  on  the 
necessity  of  your  contribut- 
ing something  to  the  columns 
of  our  magazine.  A  little  hu- 
mor of  the  variety  such  as  our 
esteemed  Brother  "Hot  Tarn- 
ales"  of  Division  44  has  che 
proper  ring  at  all  times,  and 
helps  to  make  the  world  move 
on,  and  is  a  factor  of  our  ev- 
eryday life.  Our  brother  edil 
tor  recognizes  these  import- 
ant phases  of  immortality  for 
the  conductor,  and  he.  as  the 
preacher  would  tell  us.  is  try- 
ing his  best  to  get  others  to 
see  them  too.  What  would 
you  think  of  a  rose  that  would 
say  to  itself.  "I  cannot  afford 
to  give  away  to  strangers  all 
my  beauty  and  sweetness:  I 
must  keep  it  for  myself.  I 
will  roll  up  my  petals  of  beau- 
ty: I  will  withhold  this  frag- 
rance for  myself  it  is  waste- 
ful extravagance  to  give  these  things  away." 
But,  behold!  the  moment  it  tries  to  store  up, 
to  withhold  them  from  others  they  vanish. 
The  fragrance,  the  beauty,  do  not  exist  in  the  un- 
opened bud.  It  is  only  when  the  rose  begins  to 
open  itself,  to  exhibit  its  petals,  to  give  its  secret, 
its  life  to  others,  that  its  beauty  and  fragrance  are 
developed.  So  one  cannot  but  see  that  such  selfish- 
ness as  I  have  just  portrayed,  defeats  its  own  ends. 
And.  let  me  say.  he  who  refuses  to  give  himself 
for  others,  who  closes  the  petals  of  his  helpfulness, 
and  withholds  the  fragrance  of  his  sympathy,  finds 
that  he  loses  the  very  thing  he  hoped  to  gain.  The 
very  springs  of  your  manhood  dry  up:  your  finer 
nature  becomes  petrified;  you  grow  deaf  to  the 
cries  of  your  fellows:  your  tears  are  dried  up  and 
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you  stare  at  misfortune  without  wincing.  But  the 
moment  you  open  wider  the  door  of  your  narrow 
life.  and.  like  the  rose,  send  out  without  stint. your 
fragrance  and  beauty  of  thought  upon  the  columns 
of  Thb  Conductor,  to  the  ever  passer-by. 
whether  peasant  or  millionaire,  you  begin  to  de- 
velop a  marvelous  power,  both  for  the  good  of  the 
Order  and  The  Conductor.  And.  now.  Brothers 
and  Sisters,  is  it  not  infinitely  better  to  make  good 
resolutions  and  break  them  than  not  to  make  them 
at  all?  It  shows,  at  least,  that 
conscience  and  common  sense 
are  still  alive  within  you  and 
that  you  will  accomplish  as 
much  as  you  can.  Life  is  better 
worth  living  if  it  has  purpose, 
even  if  the  purpose  is  only 
half  accomplished. 
Possibly  you  think  I  am  dwell- 
ing too  long  on  these  resolu- 
tions. Possibly  some  of  you 
resent  the  idea  of  being  cogs 
in  our  wheel  anyhow.  Possi- 
bly yon  wonld  rather  be  sun- 
flowers, or  paper  weights:  but 
think  it  over  well  before  you 
decide,  and  if  you  really  del 
cide  to  be  sunflowers,  do  not 
forget  that  sunflowers  only 
leave  their  places  by  the  riv- 
er's brink  to  become  faded, 
and  finally  die.  and  that  paper 
weights  are  lightly  esteemed 
at  any  price.  If  yon  are  a  cog, 
then  all  the  dignity  of  the 
whole  machine,  all  the  digni- 
ty of  what  the  machine  is  doing  belongs  to  you. 
because  you  are  performing  an  essential  service 
in  the  working  of  the  mechanism  of  our 
magazine.  The  home  often  loses  some  of  its 
brightest  hours,  because  there  is  nothing  in 
to  supply  genuine  laughter.  Cares  take  the  place  of 
smiles.  Petty  worries  drive  sentiment  a  begging 
and  troubles  are  allowed  to  stand  in  bold  array, 
where  pleasure  longs  to  be  the  king,  and  all  be- 
cause we  have  members  who  fail  to  comprehend 
the  value  of  a  smile  injected  into  a  letter  to  our 
magazine.  It  is  not  for  you  to  ask  whether 
you  can  make  a  Webster,  a  Lincoln,  a 
Grant,  a  Bill  Nye.  or  a  Mark  Twain.  Many  men 
and  women,  because  they  cannot  make  something 
great  of  themselves,  simply  make  nothing  at  all. 
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It  is  as  much  your  doty  to  develop  your  talent, 
even  though  yon  posees  but  one.  as  it  is  to  develop 
tan;  and  if  yon  develop  that  one  conscientonsly. 
yon  will  be  as  great  a  success  as  the  one  who  de- 
veloped ten.  or  our  Brother  from  Division  44.  who 
always  believes  that  hnmor  is  essential  to  all 
phases  of  life,  and  especially  that  of  The  Con- 
ductor, as  his  articles  to  this  magazine  will 
testify. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  since  writing  my  last 
letter  to  The  Conddctob,  of  visiting  Division  55 
and  found  their  officers  and  members  running 
O.  R-  C.  business  up  to  the  standard.  I  wish  to  say 
for  the  benefit  of  our  yonnger  members,  who  attend 
Division  meetings  only  enough  to  retain  their  card 
of  introduction  and  their  membership  in  the  Or- 
der, that  I  could  not  help  but  note  ont  of  an 
attendance  of  twenty  members  of  this  Division, 
nineteen  of  them  had  passed  the  meridian  of  life, 
each  member  being  a  gray-haired  man.  It  struck 
me  very  forcibly  that  some  of  our  yonnger  mem- 
bers needed  something  on  the  order  of  a  sharp 
stick  run  clear  them  when  this  condition  of  things 
exist.  I  was  also  much  pleased  to  observe  the  quick 
manner  in  which  this  Division  responds  to  a  call 
for  aid  from  a  worthy  Brother,  when  I  saw  them 
donate  $75  to  one  of  their  members  who  was 
afflicted  with  paralysis.  This  case  could  have 
been  sent  with  impunity  to  the  headquarters  at 
Cedar  Rapids:  but.  owing  to  its  imperativeness, 
the  Brothers  of  Division  55  decided  to  allow  this 
crippled  Brother  funds  to  work  with,  instead  of 
waiting  for  the  grinding  out  of  such  cases,  which 
we  ail  know  takes  quite  a  considerable  time.  This  I 
call  true  charity.  At  the  last  meeting  of  Division  38 
resolutions  were  adopted  expressing  the  sincere 
sorrow  of  our  members  at  the  loss  that  has  be- 
fallen Sister  Lnkens  in  the  death  of  her  husband 
and  our  Brother.  George  A.  Lnkens. 

I  notice  in  the  June  nnmber  of  our  Condtjctoe 
wherein  our  esteemed  Brother.  J.  Dwyer.of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  states  that  he  is  of  the  opinion  that 
our  Order  should  worship  at  their  shrine  on  the 
Potomac  river.  In  fact.  Brother  Dwyer  goes  on  to 
■ay  it  is  his  opinion,  etc..  etc..  that  all  labor  organ- 
isations should  have  their  headquarters  in  that 
neck  of  the  woods,  all  being  in  close  communion 
on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  Think  I  can  see  in 
my  mind's  eye  Brothers  Clark.  Morrissey.  Sargent 
and  Arthur  kneeling  at  the  aforesaid  shrine  that 
our  good  Brother  has  pictured  for  our  edification. 
I  am  also  reminded  of  a  little  story  relating  to  a 
visit  our  esteemed  brother  correspondent  paid  to 
St  Peter,  and  it  runs  something  like  this,  as  I 
recall  it:  A  Washington  man  had  been  roasting 
Chicago  and  some  of  our  western  cities  and  brag- 
ging about  the  bigness  and  beauty  of  his  own  vil- 
lage, when  Brother  Warren,  of  Chicago,  who  was 
present,  asked  him:  "Did  you  ever  know  John 
Dwyer  over  there  in  Washington?"  "Oh.  yes."  as- 
sented the  man  from  Washington,  "him  and  me 
wss  pretty  good  friends  for  a  longtime."  "Well, 
I  got  a  letter  from  him  the  other  day,"  said 
Brother  Warren.    "You  are  pretty  cheerful, 
though."  said  the  man  from  Washington,  "to  make 
breaks  the  like  of  that,  but  I  want  to  say  John's 
been  dead  over  two  years."  "I  am  aware  of  it." 
answered  Brother  Warren,  "but  listen,  and  I  will 
tell  you  all  about  it.   John  didn't  write  much 


about  anything  except  the  fuuny  experience  he 
had  about  getting  into  heaven.  He  said  when  he 
arrived  at  the  front  gate  St  Peter  looked  at  him 
rather  carefully  and  asked  him  his  name.  When 
John  told  him  St.  Peter  also  wished  to  know  where 
he  was  from.  He  told  him  Washington.  St  Peter 
seemed  rather  nonplussed  for  a  moment  and  when 
it  was  repeated,  he  remarked  that  he  had  never 
heard  of  it  before.  As  he  seemed  anxious  to  know 
something  about  the  good  old  town.  John  lit  in  and 
told  him  all  he  knew,  winding  up  with  a  very 
flowery  description  of  the  capltol.  public  build- 
ings, etc.  He  mentioned  the  Washington  monu- 
ment and  many  things  yet  to  come,  then  be  asked 
the  good  Saint  if  he  wasn't  going  to  let  him  in. 
Well,  said  the  guardian  of  the  gate.  I  suppose  I 
will  have  to.  Your  personal  record  is  all  right  but 
Washington  is  a  new  one  on  me.  Mark  it  down 
here  on  the  map.  sonny.  You  see.  the  only  way 
we  have  to  know  about  the  place  is  when  some- 
body comes  here  from  there,  and  we've  never  had 
anyone  from  Washington  before."  They  tell  us 
there  was  silence  for  a  moment  or  two.  and  then 
the  Washington  Brother  spoke.  "Gentlemen,  what 
will  you  have."  he  said. 
Moral: 

When  Washington  has  an  offer  for  O.  R.  C.  head- 
quarters, or  a  proposition  as  good  or  better  than 
Dee  Moines  made  at  Detroit  remember  the  word 
"better."  this  whole  town  will  turn  out  to  help 
them  land  the  prise. 

Trusting  this  letter  will  hold  the  delinquent 
Brothers  until  our  next  issue.  I  subscribe  myself 
always  A  Fbiend  op  the  Conductob. 

Des  Moines.  Ia. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  complaint  about  the  Southern  Special  on  its 
way  to  St  Paul  while  in  our  city  being  given  the 
"go-by"  is  brought  out  more  clearly  with  the  neg- 
lect toward  one  of  our  own  members,  who  re- 
quested his  fellow-conductors  to  bury  him.  I  can 
understand  now  what  might  have  been  the  recep- 
tion the  twenty-ninth  session  of  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion would  have  received  had  Cincinnati  got  it.  I 
believe  I  am  fortunate  in  having  lost  the  race,  for 
with  such  a  spirit  prevailing  there  conld  have 
been  no  really  successful  session. 

For  the  sake  of  the  obligation  we  take  upon  our 
bended  knees,  what  can  men  hope  to  accomplish 
through  the  influence  of  the  Order  when  they 
themselves  have  no  more  regard  for  each  other? 

Were  1  an  official  having  men  under  me  who 
were  given  to  such  utter  disregard  for  the  princi- 
ples they  profess.  I  would  not  hesitate  to  impose 
upon  them  the  hardest  kind  of  hardships  without 
fearing  any  consequences  such  as  organized  labor 
could  bring  about.  Such  men  invite  those  calami- 
ties that  are  to  be  guarded  against,  and  if  the 
Order  everywhere  was  composed  of  such  material 
the  bones  of  our  conductors  would  be  left  te 
bleach  unburied  under  the  summer's  sun  with  no 
tear  to  moisten  the  sod  upon  which  they  rested. 

Brother  Davie  Patterson  has  been  laid  to  rest 
It  was  the  wish  of  Mrs.  Patterson  that  the  burial 
s  jrvice  of  the  Order  be  held  at  the  grave  in  Spring 
Grove  Cemetery.  I.  of  course,  put  forth  extra 
efforts  to  inform  members  of  107  running  into  Cin- 
cinnati, and  there  were  just  three  members  of  the 
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Order  who  attended  the  funeral— Brothers  Mar- 
man  and  Mayfield,  who  laid  off  their  runs,  and 
myself— and  I  will  bet  a  big  red  apple  there  were 
fifty  Order  men  in  the  city  who  knew  of  the 
funeral  and  could  have  attended.  Think  a  mo- 
ment. We  hear,  read  at  every  meeting:  "Do  we 
know  of  a  Brother  sick  and  in  need  of  assistance?" 
Brother  Patterson  was  in  need  of  neither.  Again, 
that  we  will  help,  aid  and  assist  in  every  way  pos- 
sible a  Brother  or  a  member  of  his  family.  They 
needed  no  assistance.  Yet.  it  was  always  his  wish 
before  he  died,  as  also  the  wish  of  Sister  Patter- 
son that  as  large  attendance  of  Brother  conduc- 
tors as  possible  be  present  and  that  he  be  buried 
with  the  services  of  the  Order.  W.  A.  Fox. 
Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

At  St.  Paul  the  political  sentiment  was  mani- 
fested and  several  Brothers  were  anxious  for  the 
Order  to  take  sides  when  their  interests  were  in- 
volved, but  it  was  wisely  decided  that  such  should 
not  be.  When  we  say  wisely  decided  we  mean  ex- 
actly what  we  say.  for  we  remember  distinctly  the 
fate  of  the  Farmers  Alliance  when  it  launched  the 
political  ship  that  was  soon  wrecked  on  areef  which 
was  hidden  to  those  in  whom  confidence  was  re- 
posed. Up  to  the  adoption  of  the  Ocala  platform 
the  alliance  was  prosperous  beyond  the  hopes  of 
the  most  sanguine.  It  was  an  agricultural  organi- 
sation, and  at  the  head  was  one  of  the  shrewdest 
farmers  in  the  country  (Col.  L.  L.  Polk,  of  this 
state),  and  until  his  death  it  bad  no  political  en- 
tanglements, but  when  his  influence  was  no  more 
the  aspirants  for  political  plums  saw  the  opportu- 
nity, and  the  plums  hung  so  inviting  as  in  those 
fabled  orchards  where  the  fruits  were  jewels. 
They  concluded  the  success  had  been  so  flattering 
as  an  agricultural  organization  that  anyone  could 
make  it  a  success  politically  with  the  following 
possessed  by  the  alliance,  but  the  managers  reck- 
oned without  good  judgment,  as  the  present  condi- 
tion will  testify.  It  was  manifest  after  the  first 
election  that  the  national  influence  was  insignifi- 
cant, and  from  the  adoption  of  the  Ocala  platform 
the  influence  has  been  retrograding  and  now  the 
insignificance  is  more  prominent  than  was 
the  former  success.  We  believe  our  fort  is  not  in 
politics  as  a  body,  but  individually.  When 
a  Brother  sees  the  opportunity  let  him  grasp  it, 
and  the  Order  to  a  man.  almost,  will  be  with  him. 
provided  he  does  not  display  his  creed  as  did  a 
Brother  at  St.  Paul,  when  it  required  thirty-five 
minutes,  in  the  shank  of  the  evening,  to  convince 
us  that  he  was  not  in  the  deal.  As  an  Order,  let  us 
eschew  politics :  as  an  individual,  when  the  oppor- 
tunity presents  itself,  let  him  seize  it. 

During  the  meeting,  when  the  political  or  parti- 
san question  was  under  fire  it  lasted  about  two 
hoars,  and  as  our  sittings  cost  the  Grand  Division 
$2400  00  a  day  or  $400.00  an  hour,  one  can  readily  see 
the  expense  attached  to  a  discussion,  be  it  ever  so 
trivial.  The  debates  come  high,  but  we  must  have 
them.  We  doubt  if  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the 
Brothers  knew  the  difference  between  the  words 
until  it  was  explained  by  Brother  Lacy,  of  No.  1.— 
we  confess  our  short-coming.  Brother  Lacy  was 
the  legal  light  of  the  Grand  Division,  and  his  ex- 
planations were  lucid  and  enlightening.  Brother 


Daniels  was  bard  to  handle,  and  his  remarks  were 
ever  pointed  and  interesting.  He  had  few  if  any 
equals  on  the  floor.  Brother  Miller  is  a  good 
debater,  and  he  possesses  a  flow  of  language  that 
is  unequaled  by  any  amateur  at  the  meeting. 

The  heavy  rains  recently  have  injured  materi- 
ally the  crop  conditions  and  the  prospect  is  not  as 
good  as  it  was  last  month.  The  corn  crop  is  said 
to  be  the  poorest  since  1856.  Cotton  is  small  and 
will  not  yield  over  one-half  crop.  Tobacco,  like  the 
corn  and  cotton,  is  poor  and  promises  nothing 
flattering.  Taking  all  in  consideration  the  farm- 
ers will  have  a  hard  time  for  the  next  year:  mort- 
gages, where  they  can  be  placed,  will  come  high 
and  the  poor  farmer  will  have  to  foot  the  bill,  as 
usual. 

Business  with  us  is  light  and  the  boys  are  com- 
plaining and  have  plenty  of  time  to  nurse  their 
misfortune.  The  perpetual  impromptu  meetings 
on  the  platform  at  Florence  are  an  ever  source  of 
attraction  and  draw  where  our  regular  meetings 
would  prove  a  dismal  failure.  We  trust  in  our 
next  to  be  able  to  present  a  more  roseate  condi- 
tion, but  for  the  present  we  must  submit  to  the 
inevitable  and  look  forward  for  the  silver  lining 
which  we  have  been  taught  is  a  part  of  every 
cloud. 

Until  the  second  Sunday  in  September  our  semi- 
monthly meetings  have  been  abandoned.  We 
only  meet  once  a  month,  which  is  the  fourth  Sun- 
day at  2  o'clock  p.  m..  and  we  will  be  glad  to  fur- 
nish seats  for  all  Brothers  who  will  honor  us  with 
their  presence.  Some  Brothers  are  having  trouble 
with  the  Benefit  Department  on  account  of  their 
failure  to  remit  promptly.  This  should  not  be. 
Those  who  expect  benefits  must  pay  promptly,  as 
the  Department  is  bound  to  enforce  the  laws,  else 
you  will  soon  have  no  department.  Pay  promptly. 
Brothers,  and  you  will  have  no  trouble.  Brothers 
Garvey  and  G ruber,  of  the  main  line,  are  on  the 
sick  list  with  fever;  the  former  is  in  the  hospital 
at  Rocky  Mount  and  the  latter  at  home  in  Charles- 
ton :  both  are  doing  well  and  we  hope  they  will 
soon  be  on  duty  again.  LaFaybttk. 

Wilmington.  N.  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  looking  over  the  columns  of  The  Conductoi 
I  find  much  instructive  reading,  both  on  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  Order  and  the  able  articles 
on  different  subjects.  I  have  thought  for  some 
time  of  the  best  way  to  bring  a  subject  before  our 
members,  and  concluded  to  write  to  The  Con- 
ductor. I  would  like  to  speak  about  annual 
passes.  We.  in  the  freight  service  of  the  P.  R.  R.. 
after  ten  years'  service  as  conductors,  in  addition 
to  five  or  eight  years  as  brakemen.  are  granted  an 
annual  pass  over  our  division  and  its  branches. 
We  feel  we  are  entitled  to  more  than  this,  when 
we  compare  the  situation  on  other  roads.  Re- 
cently quite  a  number  of  us  have  come  in  contact 
with  the  B.  &.  O.  boys.  They  have  shown  us  their 
passes.  They  read  thus :  "Pass  John  Brown,  wife 
and  three  children.  Good  east  of  the  Ohio  River." 
You  will  see  that  is  quite  an  extension  over  our 
passes.  We  are  confined  to  our  own  division,  and 
must  wait  for  at  least  a  week  or  ten  days  for  a  pass 
off  our  division.  I  think  if  the  B.  &  O.  can  afford 
to  be  so  generous  to  its  deserving  conductors  the 
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P.  R.  R.  should  do  likewise,  as  they  have  men  who 
have  given  them  long  and  faithful  service.  While 
our  pay  has  not  increased  in  years,  our  work  is 
increasing:  every  year.  A  general  manager's  pass, 
good  east  of  Pittsburg,  would  partly  compensate 
for  the  additional  work  each  year.  Let  me  add 
that  the  B.  &  O.  men  are  given  the  passes  herein 
mentioned  after  they  have  been  running  as  con- 
ductors one  year.  I  also  learn  that  the  engineers 
on  the  P.  R.  R.  are  taking  an  interest  in  this  ques- 
tion. I  thought  I  could  get  an  expression  from  the 
members  through  the  columns  of  The  Conduc- 
t-ox. with  your  kind  permission.  I  feel  sure  you 
will  agree  that  we  are  deserving  of  this  favor 
from  the  company,  and  we  think  it  can  be  gotten 
if  asked  for  in  the  proper  way.  Would  like  to 
bear  from  all  interested.  P.  R.  R. 

Philadelphia.  Pa. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

July  Conductor  received  and  contents  read 
from  cover  to  cover.  As  I  wrote  in  my  last  letter 
I  would  write  what  I  thought  about  the  Home  for 
disabled  conductors,  engineers,  firemen,  brake- 
men  and  operators  who  were  unfortunate  in  not 
being  born  financiers  so  as  to  invest  their  earn- 
ings so  that  in  their  old  age  or  their  evening  of 
life  they  could  be  independent  of  the  poor  house 
or  the  charity  of  friends.  I  will  say  that  the 
Twenty-eighth  Grand  Division,  assembled  at  St. 
Paul,  did  nobly.  I  believe  their  thoughts  for  the 
future  of  the  Home  runs  in  the  same  channel  as 
that  of  your  humble  servant,  and  our  vote  of  $25,000 
will  surely  be  duplicated  by  the  B.  of  L.  E..  B.  of 
L.  F..  B.  R.  T.  and  O.  R.  T.  Let  the  every  day  con- 
ductor think  of  the  result  of  the  work  performed 
by  a  committee  composed  of  our  Grand  Chief 
Conductor.  B.  B.  Clark.  Grand  Chief  Engineer  P. 
M.  Arthur.  Grand  Chief  P.  P.  Sargent,  of  the  B..L. 
P.:  Grand  Master  Morrissey.  of  the  B.  R.  T.: 
Grand  Master  of  the  O.  R.  T..  headed  with  a  certi- 
fied check  for  $125,000.  to  make  a  special  meeting 
to  call  upon  the  several  presidents  of  every  rail- 
road that  recognizes  organized  labor  on  their 
roads.  Oh.  Brothers,  it  is  dollars  against  a  cent 
that  they,  one  and  all.  would  duplicate  the  full 
amount.  Then  let  your  minds  run  a  little  farther. 
What  kind  of  a  Home  could  you  build  with,  say 
one  million  dollars,  with  a  permanent  assessment 
per  man  of  the  five  organizations  of.  say  ten  cents 
per  capita  a  month,  taking  out  of  your  pay-check? 
You  would  surely  feel  safe  as  to  your  future.  If 
misfortune  should  overtake  you  by  accident  or 
any  old  way  whereby  you  were  physically  unable 
to  do  duty  as  an  engineer,  conductor,  brakeman. 
fireman  or  operator.  O.  think,  Brothers,  what  a 
magnificent  building  and  grounds  attached  this 
money  would  purchase  I  Just  think.  Brothers, 
what  a  good  start  you  have  made  at  St.  Paul  by 
voting  $25,000  for  a  starter!  We  can  proudly  say. 
when  that  home  is  established,  as  it  surely  will  be. 
we.  the  O.  R.  C.  gave  that  institution  the  first 
start  at  the  twenty-eight  biennial  convention  at  St. 
Paul  in  1901.  We  will  be  following  out  the  work  of 
the  Good  Samaritan  of  the  Holy  Book  fame. 

In  some  parts  of  your  letter.  Brother  B.  P.  Os- 
born.  I  agree  with  yon,  but  not  as  a  whole.  To 
make  a  Home  permanent  we  must  have  the  sup- 
port of  the  owners  of  railroads,  and  they,  as  fair- 


minded  men,  would  not  consent  to  support  one  if 
all  concerned  were  not  O.  R.  C.  B.  L.  E..  B.'L.  P.. 
B.  R.  T.  or  O.  R.  T.  Just  think  for  a  minute. 
Brother  Osborn.  of  a  Home  supported  by  the 
above  organizations!  The  regular  army  home, 
which  is  supported  by  the  same  methods  in  Wash- 
ington. D.  C.  would  not  be  in  it  when  compared 
with  our  railroad  home.  The  Soldiers'  Home  at 
Washington.  D.  C.  is  the  talk  of  world's  powers  in 
army  circles.  Put  on  your  thinking-cap,  Brother 
Osborn.  and  drop  your  single-handed  home. 

You  speak  of  districting  four  or  five  Divisions. 
Your  way  would  in  time  disorganize  and  disband 
our  Order,  for  congress  is  represented  in  exactly 
that  same  way.  If  organized  labor  is  going  to  live 
and  prove  a  success  we  must  adopt  a  purely  demo- 
cratic form  of  government  and  every  conductor 
must  have  bis  individual  say  as  to  the  best  way  of 
handling  and  making  laws.  We  must  give  every 
one  of  our  members  a  vote.  By  your  plan  would 
shut  out  two  thirds  of  our  representation  and  we 
would  be  compelled  to  follow  our  nation's  law- 
makers' steps  and  place  the  power  in  a  few  hands 
instead  of  many.  I  am  glad  your  proposition  was 
snowed  under. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  at  Evanston. 
where  1  heard  the  report  of  the  delegate  to  G.  D. 
I  have  taken  a  withdrawal  and  in  future  will  affili- 
ate with  Division  378.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  leave 
old  associates,  but  I  am  met  and  received  by  the 
boys  of  378  in  a  spirit  that  offsets  the  regrets  to  a 
certain  extent. 

Brother  Editor,  when  organized  labor,  repre- 
senting all  classes  of  labor  and  all  trades  have 
their  headquarters  in  this  beautiful  city  of  educa- 
tion and  are  federated  for  mutual  protection  in 
Washington.  D.  C.  then  and  not  till  then  can  we 
intelligently  legislate  for  our  interest.  For  we 
can  put  it  in  any  language  we  want  to  suit  the 
occasion.  Organized  labor  is  a  trust  and  com- 
bined for  their  mutual  interest,  and  we  were  com- 
pelled to  organize  and  keep  pace  with  all  kinds  of  , 
combined  capital  and  trusts  for  mutual  protec- 
tion. Writers  cry  that  organized  labor  and  com- 
bined capital  are  the  "twin  relics  of  barbarism." 
Labor  was  amalgamated  in  large  bodies  in  Europe 
at  one  time  through  ignorance.  It  proved  a  fail- 
ure, but  now  in  this  twentieth  century,  under  the 
protection  of  the  grand  old  flag  that  labor  gave 
such  prestige  as  it  now  receives  from  the  nations 
of  the  earth  at  the  cost  of  so  much  blood  and 
treasure  we  can  proudly  say  we  are  educated  to 
the  standard  that  we  can  coolly  handle  all  the 
millions  of  organized  labor  in  this  country  in  our 
good  old  Yankee  way  of  federation,  and  1  believe 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  organized  labor  to  teach  the 
people  whether  It  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
people  to  let  capital  organize  as  they  are  now 
doing  in  this  country.  I  am  not  an  alarmist  or 
afraid  of  the  future  of  my  beloved  country 
through  the  greed  for  gain  of  man.  but  I  believe 
when  the  time  comes  we  can  find  a  remedy  for  all 
kinds  of  evils  on  the  body  politic,  and  as  my  ex- 
perienced eye  pierces  the  future  we  must  one  and 
all  centralize  our  power  in  Washington. 
Washington,  D.  C.  John  Dwyer. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 
Looking  backward  forty  years  ago  today  I  was 
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in  camp  on  the  bill  overlooking  Phillippi.  W.  Va.  I 
was  a  high  private  in  the  14th  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry—composed of  the  the  best  young  blood  of 
Northwestern  Ohio— tinder  Col.  James  B.  Sted- 
man.  Lt.  Col.  Phelps.  Agt.Moe.  Maj.  Paul  Edwards, 
and  Surgeon  Dr.  Danniels.  I  will  ask  Father 
Time  how  many  are  living  to  day  to  tell  the  story 
of  forty  years  ago? 

We  had  a  splendid  turnout  and  interesting  meet- 
ing July  6-two  initiations.  We  obligated  the  one 
old  conductor  who  bad  been  outside  the  folds  of 
Division  115  for  some  time,  but  got  lonesome  and 
asked  to  be  taken  back.  Then  Division  115  opened 
its  doors  and  let  James  A.  Andeeon  come  in. 
James  J.  Wentt,  a  new  man,  was  shown  through 
the  dark  passages  of  Division  115  and  declared  a 
member  in  full  standing.  We  have  two  more  can- 
didates elected  and  two  applications  for  initiation 
and  one  by  transfer  out  that  will  be  reported  on  at 
our  next  meeting.  Division  115  is  pushing  along 
and  everybody  is  happy. 

San  Francisco.  Calif.    Milton  G.  Pomphrey. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

It  has  been  claimed  for  Long  Island  that  it  is 
productive  of  any  kind  of  crop,  so  the  boys  are 
cultivating  an  acquaintanceship  with  his  honor 
Mr.  William  Goat  to  a  surprising  degree,  and 
while  we  fear  be.  like  the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  from 
over-strain  and  a  constant  respond  to  duty  may 
also  lose  bis  suspenders.yet  he  assures  us  his  consti- 
tution is  as  sound  as  the  one  under  which  we  enjoy 
life  and  liberty  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  Many 
of  our  boys  in  distant  parts  will  be  pleased  to 
learn  that  the  conductors  on  the  Long  Island  R.  R. 
have  swung  over  into  the  O.  R.  C.  ranks  and  it  is 
now  no  uncommon  sight  to  see  some  conductor 
counting  up  days  of  service  to  see  how  many  he  is 
shy  on  a  313  total.  Brothers,  this  all  goes  to  show 
how  anxious  the  men  are  to  step  over  into  our 
ranks.  This  has  been  all  brought  about  by  careful 
and  painstaking  effort  on  the  part  of  our  Division 
officers  and  ably  assisted  by  the  membership.  It 
is  now  a  common  sight  for  three  or  four  candi- 
dates to  buck  Old  William  at  once  from  as  many 
corners.  We  now  have  splendid  meetings,  at- 
tended numerously  by  our  own  members  and 
neighboring  Divisions  as  well.  Come  again. 
Brothers,  the  latch- string  hangs  always  on  the 
outside  for  worthy  Brothers. 

In  the  matter  of  personal  mention  would  say. 
Brother  Wheeler  represents  this  important  branch 
of  the  service  in  the  local  committee  and  has  a 
large  amount  of  improvements  to  introduce,  and 
any  or  all  success  achieved  in  this  Division  will 
be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  boys. 

A  half  holiday  each  week  has  been  donated  us 
■  on  Atlantic  division  by  our  kind  and  genial  super- 
intendent. Mr.  E.  K.  Morris,  who  is  a  man  of  sterl- 
ing qualities  and  a  railroad  man  of  the  old  school. 
Firm,  yet  kind  and  considerate  of  others  makes 
him  the  friend  of  all  who  serve  under  him.  and  the 
same  can  truly  be  said  of  our  general  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  W.  F.  Potter,  whose  knowledge  of 
railroad  men  and  affairs  is  equaled  by  few  and 
surpassed  by  none.  And  last,  our  trainmaster. 
Mr.  W.  L.  Jarvis.  at  whose  hands  many  little  acts 
of  kindness  and  courtesy  have  been  extended  to 
our  membership  in  the  past. 


In  closing.  I  must  urge  upon  the  Brothers  the 
necessity  of  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Division,  for  in  this  lays  the  key-note  of 
harmony  and  success.  L.  F.  Scott. 

Jamaica,  N.  Y. 

0 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Quarterly  statement  for  the  Home  ending  June 
30.1901: 


DIVISIONS 

APRIL 

MAY 

Jt'NE 

TOTAL 

O,  R.C.  Divisions... 
B,  R.  T.  Lodsres  .  ... 
B.  L.  E.  Divisions. 
B.  L.  P.  Lodges 

L,  A.  to  0.  R.  C  

G.  I.  A.  to  B.  L.  E.... 
L.  A  to  B.  R.  T 

L.  S.  to  B.  L.  F  

Personal    

Miscellaneous  

Totals  

$83  00 
57  44 

38  50 
20  00 

13  66 

2000 

$298  00 
1.'-'  1? 

m  oo 

131  00 
2  50 
4  00 

"io  66 

8  50 

i  h  m 

|  85  00 
JO!  75 
157  10 
73  00 

Is'oo 

15  00 

255  id 

$461  00 
283  34 
489  9) 
224  00 
2  50 
19  0B 

4! 

$231  94 

S1000  15 

$703  95 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


Groceries  

Repairs  

Stamps  

Transportation  

Meats  

Miscellaneous  

Clothing  

Exp.  and  Freight... 

Fruit  — . 

Vegetables 


Telepb.  and  Teleg.. 
Household  Supplies 

Extra  Help  

Butter  

Fuel  

Printing  

Laundry  

Feed  

Drugs  

Light  

Eggs  

Taxes  

Insurance  

Doctor's  attendance 

Office  supplies  

Stock  (one  horse)... 

Ice  

Bartering  

Flour  

Improvements  

Interest  

L.  S.  Coffin.  Expense 
Salaries  


Total   $535 


Cash  on  hand  March  31. 1901  .,...$4991  39 

Receipts  during  the  three  months  ending 
June  30   1936  04 


Total . 


.$6927  43 


Disbursements  for  the  quarter  ending  June  #_ 

30   1529M 

Cash  on  hand   5398  29 


Total. 


 $0926  43 

Respectfully." "  * 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
S.  and  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  of  Division  143  were  informed  by  our  honor- 
able delegate  that  another  convention  and  its  do- 
ings has  passed  into  the  history  of  the  O.  R.  C.  He 
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made  a  very  commendable  and  able  report  of  the 
proceedings,  etc..  and  seemed  pleased  with  bis 
trip  and  the  work  alloted  to  blm  while  in  St  Paul. 
The  only  thine  he  complained  of  was  the  way  he 
waa  punched  without  his  knowledge  of  the  fact 
until  someone  informed  him.  Our  membership 
seems  to  be  pleased  with  the  good  work  done,  and 
especially  the  way  the  Benefit  Department  laws 
were  handled.  The  law  compelling  a  man  to  con- 
duct 213  days  in  order  to  be  eligible  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Order  don't  seem  to  be  satisfactory 
to  all.  as  promotions  here  in  the  east  are  so  slow 
that  a  man  has  reached  the  thousand  dollar  age 
limit  before  he  can  be  taken  into  the  Order;  con- 
sequently, the  day  will  come  when  our  Benefit  De- 
partment will  be  composed  principally  of  thousand 
dollar  policy  holders,  as  the  age  limit,  on  account 
of  slow  promotion,  will  not  allow  them  to  take  out 
a  policy  for  any  more.  Our  Brothers  say  we  must 
do  something  to  constantly  inject  new  and  young 
blood  into  the  veins  and  arteries  of  our  Order, 
therefore  the  law  must  be  changed  to  allow  this, 
or  the  line  must  be  drawn  somewhere  this  side  of 
the  Mississippi  River.  This  is  a  very  queer  country 
of  ours:  what  seems  to  suit  the  east  don't  cover 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  the  west,  and  vice- 
versa.  The  same  is  true  of  the  north  and  south. 
It  is  the  same  way  politically,  and  the.great  ques- 
tion is,  how  to  meet  the  requirements  to  overcome 
these  things. 

The  weather  is  so  warm  in  this  section  that  we 
are  almost  suffocated,  and  after  putting  in  a  night 
on  the  road  it  la  a  hard  job  to  get  any  rest  through 
the  day.  especially  when  a  man  falls  into  a  sleep 
and  the  familiar  sounds  from  the  street  pierce  the 
air  and  fall  upon  the  ears  of  the  tired  railroad 
man.  and  be  wakes  up  to  the  tune  of  "The  Gang's 
All  Here."  "Those  Goo  Goo  Ryes."  etc.,  being 
ground  out  of  some  old  hand  organ,  or  "Asleep  in 
the  Deep"  thundered  through  the  air  in  regular 
calliope  style  by  the  proper  manipulation  of  a 
street  piano:  then  some  kid  yells  at  some  other 
kid  about  four  squares  away  that  he  caught  the 
monkey  by  the  tail.  Then  the  railroad  man  thinks 
by  the  lull  on  the  street  he  can  now  slumber  a  lit- 
tle, then  he  changes  his  mind  when  he  hears  about 
a  half  dozen  hucksters  approaching,  crying  out  at 
the  very  top  of  their  voices,  "strawberries— straw! 
three  boxes  for  a  quarter!    Potatoes,  potatoes. 
York  County— 20  cents  a  peck.  20  cents  a  peck." 
They  have  scarcely  gone  until  some  kid  again 
starts  up  a  wow- wow,  then  comes  the  good  mother. 
"Come  dean  come  in.   What  is  the  matter?"  "Bill 
Jones  hit  me."   "Well,  come  -in."   "No.  I  don't 
want  to."  "Come  in.  you  brat,  or  I'll  tear  a  rib  out 
of  you."   Then  some  of  the  neighbors  become 
musical  and  bang  the  notes  out  of  the  organ  or 
piano  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred  per  second,  and 
'  perhaps  a  member  of  your  own  family  or  a  boarder 
forgets  that  you  are  asleep,  or  have  been.  Then, 
by  the  time  you  have  gone  through  these  trying 
ordeals  several  hours  are  consumed,  and  the  end 
is  not  yet.  as  bang  goes  the  doorbell  and  the  good 
wife  is  confronted  by  the  medicine  man.  the  shoe- 
string man  or  some  agent  wanting  to  enlarge  the 
Picture  of  her  dear  husband,  whose  rage  has  about 
reached  the  top  gauge.  We  can  put  up  with  our 
own  people  or  our  neighbors,  but  these  bell-ring- 
*rs,  yelpers,  etc..  they  give  just  cause  for  the  rail- 


road man  to  implore  relief  of  some  kind.  Our 
state  legislature  is  so  good  at  passing  laws  for  the 
sole  benefit  of  a  few  who  go  to  secluded  spots  for 
rest,  why  could  they  not  pass  a  lair  allowing  men 
who  are  compelled  to  fight  the  heat  and  get  what 
rest  they  can  out  of  it  for  a  day,  to  oil  up  and 
polish  the  old  musket  and  keep  it  handy  for  im- 
mediate use?  Then  while  a  man  is  thinking  real 
hard  and  fast  over  all  these  annoyances.  "Dot 
leettle  German  band"  appears  in  front  of .  the 
house  or  close  by,  and  the  small  boy  selling  frosen 
ideas  comes  along,  giving  vent  to  his  lungs,  while 
the  sleepless  railroad  man  feels  like  giving  vent  to' 
his  feelings  by  saying  something  that  would  not 
look  well  in  print.  A  good  place  for  daylight  sleep- 
ers this  kind  of  weather  would  be  at  the  bottom  of 
a  seventy-three  foot  well  with  a  noisele  ss  cover. 

The  heat  is  too  great  to  keep  up  this  scribbling 
any  longer,  so  I  will  ring  off  by  wishing  that  all 
Brothers  who  sleep  in  day  time  may  succeed  bet- 
ter than  yours  truly,  or  have  the  benefit  of  a  law' 
furnishing  relief  for  all  these  summer  annoyances- 
except  flies.  "Mox." 

Harrisburg.  Pa. 

t5 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

When  the  delegate  made  his  report  at  the  last 
meeting  of  122  there  was  quite  an  attendance  to 
listen  to  his  report,  and  was  ably  assisted  by 
Brother  C.  D.  Baker,  who  attended  the  Grand  Di- 
vision as  grand  trustee,  and  who  knows  his  little 
book.  If  any  of  the  boys  don't  think  so.  run-up 
against  him  and  see:  you  will  probably  learn  what 
I  say  is  no  dream.  I  hope  to  see  Brother  Baker 
elected  to  the  position  of  G.  J.  C.  so  we  can  have 
a  grand  officer  here  in  the  east  who  will  enlist 
himself  in  the  interest  of  the  Order  and  increase 
our  membership.  We  get  probably  one  visit  a- 
year.  and  then  everything  is  all  up  for  another 
year.  We  need  a  grand  officer  right  here  in  Bos- 
ton, and  have  plenty  of  work  for  him  to  do.  We 
are  often  asked  by  conductors  when  we  ask  them 
to  join,  "what  has  the  Order  done?"  Well,  there 
you  are:  we  select  committees  and  that  is  all  it 
amounts  to.  If  we  had  a  grand  officer  to  reside 
here  he  could  do  a  good  deal  to  increase  our  mem- 
bership. 

I  hear  Brother  White  has  returned  to  Mexico  te- 
as some  charge  of  a  train  on  the  same  road,  which 
I  hope  is  true.  The  many  Brothers  will  be  glad  to 
bear  he  is  doing  well.  He  is  a  jolly  good  fellow. 
Brother  Bd  Powers  and  wife  can't  get  over  the 
good  time  they  had  at  St.  Paul.  They  are  showing 
their  friends  the  trunk  lull  of  souvenirs  they 
brought  home.  They  had  to  purchase  an  extra  to 
bring  home  all  the  good  things  they  collected 
while  attending  the  Grand  Division- the  courtesy 
extended  to  the  Brothers  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  R. 
R.  They  gave  them  a  special  car  and  printed  200' 
O.  R.  C.  cards,  and  they  attended  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion, twenty-four  conductors  and  wives.  The 
kindness  will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  members 
of  the  Order.  Thanks  to  the  officials  who  granted 
the  favors.  The  N.  Y.  N.  H.  H.  R.  R.  treated  their 
conductors  very  nice  indeed,  gave  them  transpor- 
tation for  themselves  and  wives  to  St.  Paul  and 
return.  Brother  Boynton  said  the  Grand  Division 
beat  anything  he  ever  attended,  and  he  will  attend 
the  next  one  if  he  has  to  walk.    Brother  Callahan 
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attended  our  last  meeting,  and  the  many  Brothers 
were  glad  to  hear  bis  report.  I  tell  you  he  is  a 
hustler  and  has  the  work  of  the  Order  at  heart. 
Some  of  the  Brothers  are  convinced  that  Brother 
Humphrey  can  do  his  little  bit.  too.  when  there  is 
any  debate  to  take  place.  Brother  Mareau  has  put 
a  notice  in  the  conductors'  room  and  states  he  has 
a  wheel  and  baby  carriage  for  sale  at  a  bargain  if 
called  for  at  once.  Brother  P.  F.  Morrison  don't 
attend  the  meetings  very  often  now  as  the  parks 
up  in  Worcester  are  offering  inducements  to  Sun- 
day guests,  and  he  has  his  family  of  thirteen, 
which  he  has  to  please  once  a  week.  We  can't  find 
much  fault,  as  his  estimable  wife  needs  a  little  as- 
sistance one  day  a  week.  We  will  find  no  fault  for 
her  sake.  Brother  Maker,  who  resides  in  the  town, 
don't  visit  very  often.  He  is  special  officer  on 
Sundays  and  selectman.  I  met  Brother  G.  Smith 
the  other  day  in  the  south  terminal.  He  came  in 
on  train  from  home  with  his  family  en  route  to  the 
Thousand  Islands,  and  Brother  Sargent  acted  as 
valet  from  the  station  until  they  took  a  street  car 
for  the  north  station.  Brother  Smith  had  a  num- 
ber of  pieces  of  baggage,  probably  all  filled  with 
wearing  apparel.  If  any  of  the  Brothers  should 
meet  him  en  route  please  hurry  him  along,  as  he 
has  a  date  to  fill  with  the  manager  as  soon  as  be 
arrives,  which  will  take  about  three  weeks. 
Brother  Coyne  is  cancelling  letters  in  the  mail 
service  between  Boston  and  Albany,  and  he  is  ad- 
vocating government  ownership  of  railroads  and 
keeping  the  social  standard  up,  which  is  getting 
quite  a  following  among  railroads.  When  the 
headquarters  of  the  O.  R.  C.  are  at  Washington. 
D.  C.  the  railroad  men  of 'the  different  organiza- 
tions will  be  benefited,  and  not  until  then.  You  bet. 
the  place  to  get  legislation  is  where  it  is  made  and 
that  is  Washington.  D.  C.  Automobile. 
Boston.  Mass. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  369  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  first 
visit  of  our  new  G.  J.  C.  Brotber  Sheppard.  We 
had  eight  members  to  meet  him  in  Division.  I 
must  speak  of  our  O.  R.  C.  excursion  to  Wheeling 
Park  May  5:  Mr.  Burt,  general  manager,  gave  us 
a  train  for  $94 .00  and  said  if  one  engine  could  not 
pull  us  he  would  put  on  two.  1 1  was  the  occasion 
of  the  opening  of  Wheeling  Park  for  its  season. 
We  filled  eleven  coaches.  We  cleared  for  Division 
369.  $583.00,  which  we  put  immediately  Into  building 
association  stock.  Myself  and  wife  took  in  this  ex- 
cursion on  our  way  to  St.  Paul.  Let  me  say  right 
here  we  enjoyed  our  trip  to  Minneapolis  splendidly. 
We  met  many  dear  old  friends,  but  many  we 
failed  to  meet,  but  remember  and  love.  They  have 
gone  on.  I  hope,  to  a  better  world,  and  some  have 
dropped  out  of  the  Order.  We  are  building  up  a 
good  Division,  mostly  from  the  O.  R.  R..  now  a 
part  of  the  B.  &  O.  Several  old  Order  men  are 
transferring  to  us.  This  section  of  the  country  is 
having  an  unprecedented  season  of  hot  weather 
and  bad  wrecks-the  hottest  weather  ever  re- 
corded here.  Division  369  has  abandoned  meeting 
until  Sept.  8.  One  of  the  worst  wrecks  was  the 
collision  on  the  O.  R.  R.  at  Padens  Valley,  in  which 
two  were  killed  and  six  badly  injured,  and  two  en- 
gines totally  wrecked.  Geo;  H.  Bailey. 

Parkersburg.  W.  Va. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Having  just  concluded  a  thorough  reading  of  the 
July  Conductor  I  am  reminded  of  the  fact  that 
the  correspondent  from  119  has  been  somewhat 
negligent  in  bis  duties.  The  copies  of  our  consti- 
tution and  statutes  of  the  St.  Paul  convention  have 
been  thoroughly  distributed  by  the  new  order  of 
distribution,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  individual 
member  is  brought  into  closer  touch  and  better 
able  to  understand  our  laws  than  under  the  old 
mode  when  so  many  members  did  not  avail  them- 
selves of  the  possession  of  a  copy  of  our  laws  but 
depended  on  others  for  their  information.  The 
Conductor  grows  better  with  each  issue  and 
shows  a  master  hand  in  our  associate  editor,  while 
the  stories  from  his  pen  in  each  issue  show  a  capa- 
bility almost  unlimited  which  the  average  mem- 
ber of  the  last  Grand  Division  is  constrained  to 
believe  could  not  be  produced  by  a  mind  diseased. 
Brother  Anderson  is  o.  k..  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place  and  time  will  prove  him  to  be  the  fear- 
less champion  of  truth  and  honor. 

While  I  always  yield  a  cheerful  compliance  to 
the  will  of  a  constituted  majority.  I  am  of  the 
honest  opinion  that  the  special  committee  report 
on  seniority  did  not  find  a  responsive  cord  in  the 
makeup  of  the  average  delegate  and  but  for  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  in  which  it  was  read  it  would 
have  been  seriously  antagonised.  In  my  mind 
seniority  should  not  exist  but  should  be  a  horrible 
relic  of  bygone  days.  Merit  is  the  only  thing  that 
has  won:  everything  else  has  been  accidental  or 
by  force,  and  I  firmly  believe  in  the  old  adage  that 
might  is  never  right.  You  might  just  as  well  argue 
that  the  oldest  living  member  of  our  Order  must 
be  its  Grand  Chief  as  to  hold  that  the  oldest  con- 
ductor on  a  division  must  have  the  most  remun- 
erative run  without  any  regard  to  his  fitness. 
Seniority  has  caused  more  heart-aches  ana  heart- 
breaks and  dissention  in  Division  rooms  than  all 
other  troubles  combined.  Seniority  locks  up  the 
ambition  of  the  ambitious  man  and  forces  him  to 
crawl  along  behind  the  drone  and  keep  the  drone 
in  line  for  promotion  that  be  does  not  merit  and 
could  never  bold  without  the  iron  clad  rule.  In 
all  other  crafts  the  man  who  masters  the  problem 
gains  by  his  research,  but  the  man  who  is  so  un- 
fortunate to  choose  our  craft  must  lock  up  his 
ambition,  throttle  his  desires  to  be  successful 
beyond  the  ordinary  run  of  condactors  and  all  that 
is  necessary  to  do  is  to  watch  the  fellow  behind 
you.  Thank  God  for  the  hope  that  in  the  near 
future  we  will  wake  up  and  relegate  seniority  and 
make  triplets  out  of  seniority,  the  blacklist  and 
injunction. 

Our  new  Grand  Junior  Conductor  Sheppard  was 
with  us  in  special  meeting.  Wednesday  evening. 
July  17tb.  with  28  members  present  and  a  real 
live  candidate  to  work  on.  Brother  Sheppard  won 
his  way  to  the  hearts  of  119  by  the  masterly  man- 
ner in  which  he  delivered  the  initiatory  work  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  bis  election  was  the  right  thing.  I 
have  been  looking  faithfully  for  a  letter  from 
Division  36.  I  am  anxious  to  know  how  the  injured 
Brother  that  took  so  much  interest  in  the  Grand 
Division  was  awakened,  is  getting  along.  Come. 
Barney,  let  us  hear  from  you.  I  would  also  like  to 
see  something  from  the  pen  of  Brother  Thomas 
and  Brother  W.  T.  Knight  they  were  interesting 
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members  of  the  Grand  Division  and  their  Division 
will  make  no  mistake  if  they  send  them  to  Pitts- 
burs:  in  1903.  I  looked  for  a  statement  in  the  July 
Conductor  as  to  the  amount  contributed  for  Jack- 
sonville and  hope  the  donations  from  the  local 
Divisions  were  liberal  enough  to  meet  the  case. 
Division  119  is  still  on  fire  for  the  good  of  the  whole 
Order:  it  meets  every  Sunday  at  2:15  p.  m.,  always 
plenty  of  enthusiastic  members  present  with 
Brother  Ginty  at  the  helm,  so  when  you  come  our 
way  pull  the  RtrinK  and  we  will  do  the  rest. 
Ft.  Wayne.  Ind.  R.  B,  Evans. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

No  doubt  some  of  the  boys  have  the  Alaska  fever 
—same  as  I  had.  I  will  give  a  short  account  of  my 
Alaska  experience  and  it  may  cure  them.  I  took 
passage  on  the  North  American  Transportation 
and  Tracking  Company's  treasure  ship.  Roanoke, 
scheduled  to  leave  Seattle  at  6  p.  m.,  May  31.  but 
did  not  get  out  of  town  until  6  p.  m„  June  1.  Then 
our  troubles  commenced.  Oh.  what  grief!  By 
some  mistake  (?)  the  tanks  were  filled  with  salt 
water  instead  of  fresh  water.  It  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  drink  it.  Bat  the  employes  kindly 
informed  us  that  there  was  plenty  of  fresh  beer  on 
board  at  75  cents  per  bottle.  The  passengers  voted 
that  the  company  was  very  considerate— "nit." 

A  short  distance  from  Cape  Flattery  we  en- 
countered a  terrible  storm.  The  dining  room  and 
main  deck  were  flooded  and  several  windows 
broken  in  by  force  of  the  huge  waves  that  swept 
over  what  we  thought  our  doomed  ship,  but  fate 
was  kind  and  we  finally  reached  Dutch  Harbor 
where  we  treated  ourselves  to  a  drink  of  fresh 
cold  water,  the  first  that  bad  passed  our  lips  since 
leaving  Seattle.  Oh.  it  was  pitiful  to  see  some  of 
the  ladies  and  children  striving  to  see  which  could 
first  get  to  the  faucet  on  the  wharf.  After  taking 
on  several  hundred  tons  of  coal  we  bid  adieu  to 
the  beautiful  harbor,  and  in  company  with  the  S. 
S.  Santa  Ana.  also  of  the  N.  A.  T.  &  T.  Co.,  we 
started  for  our  final  destination,  Nome,  the  Eldor- 
ado of  the  north.  About  one  hundred  miles  from 
Dutch  Harbor  we  encountered  the  first  fields  of 
ice,  and  for  several  days  it  was  impossible  to  make 
much  headway.  After  going  almost  to  the  coast 
of  Siberia,  and  finding  no  open  sea— nothing  but 
ice— the  ship  was  turned  about,  and  after  a  long 
eventfnl  run  of  many,  many  miles  in  and  out 
amongst  the  buge  floes  of  ice.  we  finally  succeeded 
in  forcing  a  passage,  but  very  near  costing  us  our 
ship  and  no  doubt  many  lives.  The  passengers 
had  complained  so  frequently  and  energetically 
about  the  unwholesome  food  and  water  served, 
and  gettiug  no  redress  or  satisfaction  from  the 
steward  or  purser,  who  acted  as  though  their 
situations  and  even  their  very  lives  depended  on 
how  badly  they  could  serve  the  patrons  of  the 
boat:  they  decided  to  appeal  to  higher  authority 
and  a  petition  addressed  to  the  captain  and  officers 
of  the  company  was  drawn  up  and  circulated 
among  the  passengers  for  signatures.  It  stated 
that  they  bad  been  served  from  the  first  hour  on 
board  with  salt,  brackish  water  and  unwholesome, 
poorly  cooked,  cold  and  slimy  food,  and  begged 
the  captain  to  see  that  they  were  given  better 
attention.  Some  of  the  passengers  were  company's 
employes  going  to  their  stations  in  the  north,  and 


although  recognizing  the  justice  and  truth  of  the 
circular,  declined  to  sign.  The  passengers  who 
paid  their  good  money  came  promptly  forward 
and  signed  their  names.  When  about  a  third  of 
the  passengers  had  signed,  the  report  was  cir- 
culated that  the  ship  was  sinking.  Everything 
else  was  forgotten.  The  crew  was  hastily  called 
and  under  the  direction  of  chief  officer  the  hatches 
were  removed  and  ton  after  ton  of  freight  was 
taken  from  the  forward  hold  and  piled  up  aft  until 
that  part  of  vessel  was  way  down  in  water  and  the 
bow  was  lifted  up  until  it  exposed  the  leak  which 
was  caused  by  the  ice  jamming  in  one  of  the 
plates.  After  several  hours  of  hard  work  the  leak 
was  stopped  temporarily  and  we  proceeded  on  our 
way.  There  was  considerable  excitement,  but 
nothing  like  a  panic.  The  S.  S.  Santa  Ana  in 
answer  to  the  Roanoke's  signals,  drew  close  and 
stood  by  ready  to  lower  their  boats  and  come  to 
our  assistance. 

On  the  16th  of  June  we  dropped  anchor  a  mile 
from  the  beach  at  Nome,  one  hour  behind  the  S.  S. 
Senator,  and  a  short  time  ahead  of  the  steamers 
State  of  California.  Oregon  and  Santa  Ana.  It 
was  a  great  day  for  Nome.  Four  big  steamers 
and  about  2.000  passengers,  many  of  whom  have 
already  returned,  and  others  going  by  every  boat.' 
Very  little  can  be  done  here  this  season,  as  it  is 
two  months  late,  and  the  native  Indian  predicts 
"no  summer."  Plenty  of  snow  and  ice  on  the 
creeks  yet  and  the  ground  still  frozen.  The  old 
miners  say  they  will  yet  have  six  weeks  good 
season  and  in  that  time  they  will  astonish  the 
world  in  the  amount  of  gold  taken  from  Mother 
Earth.  Qnien  Save.  Will  try  and  give  you  later 
account  on  my  return  from  prospecting  trip. 

Would  like  to  get  the  address  of  Brothers  I.  N. 
Roody  and  George  Olmstead,  who  were  running 
on  Tampico  end  of  Mexican  Central,  spring  of  '98. 
Please  send  their  address  to  box  421.  Seattle. 
Wash.,  and  it  will  be  forwarded  to  me  whenever  I 
get  located.  W.  J.  Fitzgerald. 

Nome.  Alaska. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Have  you  seen  Smith?  No?  Maddest  man  I  ever 
saw.  I'll  tell  you  about  it.  'Twas  at  our  annual 
picnic  at  Walbridge  Park.  You  were  all  invited, 
so  don't  kick.  Smith  and  another  fellow  were 
delegated  to  be  on  the  grounds  early  in  order  to 
secure  tables  and  seats  for  the  party,  which  would 
come  later.  Smith  was  also  to  furnish  lemonade 
glasses.  These  he  had  in  a  basket.  Well.  Smith 
and  the  other  fellow  arrived  at  the  grounds  at  10:30 
a.  m.  Smith  placed  his  basket  down  under  a  tree 
and  the  other  fellow  also  left  his  umbrella  with  the 
basket,  and  the  two  began  to  skirmish  for  the  nec- 
essary furniture,  but  there  being  so  many  other 
picnicers  on  the  ground  not  a  table  or  a  seat  could 
be  had  for  love  or  money,  so  tables  and  chairs 
were  ordered  from  town.  Upon  returning  to  the 
spot  where  the  basket  and  umbrella  were  left,  be- 
hold, both  bad  disappeared.  Did  I  tell  you  Smith 
was  mad?  No.  it  wasn't  Smith  that  was  mad:  it  was 
the  other  fellow.  Well,  they  bunted  that  park  all 
over,  but  no  sign  could  they  discover  of  their 
property.  "Well."  said  Smith.  "I'll  go  down  town 
and  get  some  more  glasses."  "But."  said  the  other 
fellow,  "what  about  my  umbrella?"    "Ob.  darn 
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your  old  umbrella,  what  do  I  care  for  tbat?  it's  the 
punch  cups  I  want."  and  away  goes  Smith  down 
town.  Now.  Sister  Wright  was  there,  and  when 
she  was  told  concerning  the  lost  articles  she  says. 
"I'll  find  'em."  and  you  bet  she  did.  too.  in  short 
.order.    She's  a  detective,  fbe  is.  and  you  can't 
.bluff  her.  either.  She  started  out  on  a  still  bunt, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  back  she  came,  lugging  the 
basket  and  waving  the  parrizella.  The  other  fel- 
low went  to  a  phone  and  called  up  Schaeffer.  the 
crockery  man.  and  said.  "Say.  this  is  Walbridge 
Park  talking.  Say,  if  any  gosh  derned  fool  con- 
.ductor  by  the  name  of  Smith  comes  in  there  with 
a  cock  and  bull  story  of  how  he  was  waylayed  by  a 
.dosen  highwaymen,  robbed  and  left  for  dead,  tell 
him  to  go  back  to  the  picnic  and  take  a  rest  and 
sober  up."  Well,  we  had  a  picnic— a  jolly  good 
.one.  Everybody  was  there  except  Mark  Hanna 
and  Queen  Lil.  and  the  only  reason  why  they  were 
not  there  was  because  they  did  not  come.  Talk 
about  a  picnic,  well  I  should  say  we  did  have  one: 
.  and  the  races!  Little  girls'  race,  little  boys'  race, 
big  girls'  race,  fat  men's  race,  lean  men's  race, 
married  women's  race.  Hully  Gee!  you  had  ought 
-to  have  seen  them  run.    I  was  in  one  of  the  races 
myself,  distance.  75  yards.    I  started  all  right  and 
was  way  ahead  and  I  stopped  to  wait  for  the  other 
fellows  to  come  along,  and  would  you  believe  it, 
.John  Arnold  won  the  race.  Now. everybody  knows 
John  can't  run.  and  the  prize  rightfully  belonged 
to  me.  but  John  would  not  give  it  up.  No  sir:  it 
was  a  pair  of  suspenders  and  he  wouldn't  even 
give  me  one  of  them.  Talk  about  supperl  we  bad 
.everything  you  could  imagine  to   eat,  except 
.chicken.    Some  of  them  had  chicken  last  year, 
but  there  was  no  chicken  at  all  this  year.  The 
■  Smiths  didn't  care  about  being  very  chummy  with 
.  officers  of  tbe  law.  I  wonder  why  all  those  three 
.of  four  hundred  Smiths  ail  run.  Must  be  a  rascally 
family  I  guess. 

Well,  we  had  a  good  time,  and  next  year  we  will 
have  another  one.  and  you  are  all  invited.  Brother 
Talty  was  there.  If  it  had  not  been  for  blm  I  would 
have  bad  quite  a  supper.  I  moved  two  or  three 
times  and  he  got  onto  me.  and  called  me  down 
pretty  hard.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  not  bad  one 
supper.  I  told  him  yes.  but  I  bad  promised  to  eat 
a  bite  for  Charley  Hatcher  and  W.  D.  Anderson. 
Well,  tbat  did  settle  it.  John  is  a  little  bit  of  a  fel- 
low, but  he  snatched  me  bald-headed  in  about  a 
minute.  B.  F.  Osborn. 

Toledo.  Ohio. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  a  nice  little  Division  of  about  35  mem- 
bers and  all  hustlers.  We  gave  a  barbecue  on  the 
fourth  of  Julv  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  conductors, 
their  wives  and  cbildren.  and  was  enjoyed  by  all 
that  could  be  on  the  grounds.  Brother  M.  J.  Land 
returned  from  the  Grand  Division  and  is  back  on 
bis  local.  Several  of  our  Brothers  are  off  on  leaves 
of  absence  on  account  of  hot  weather.  Brotber 
S.  E.  Smith  has  returned  f'om  the  Springs. 
Brotber  C.  Hardwick  is  off  at  tbe  Springs  for  bis 
health,  we  bope  he  will  be  benefited  by  tbe  spring 
water  and  will  soon  be  back  on  bis  run.  The  K.  C . 
M  .ft  B..  is  a  hot  road,  it  reminds  me  of  tbe  old  St. 
L.  &  S.  E  ,  away  back  in  tbe.TO's.  5bort  trains  and 
big  hills,  but  we  don't  have  tbe  ups  and  downs  we 


had  then:  we  bad  the  old  link  and  pin  coupler*, 
the  Armstrong  brake,  three  brakemen  to  a  train 
and  the  little  speed  recorder,  and  had  to  hold  the 
trains  down  to  15  miles  per  hour.  It  wasKn  1878. 1  was 
braking  for  a  good  old  con  between  Earlington 
and  Nashville,  and  it  was  on  Christmas  eve.  we 
were  in  Nashville  and  wanted  to  come  to  Earling- 
ton to  have  our  Christmas  at  Mother  Victory's 
where  all  the  boys  stopped:  we  were  second  out  at 
Nashville,  old  Capt.  Martin  was  first  out:  he  had 
an  old  M.  &  M.  box  car  for  a  caboose  and  the  paint 
was  about  off.  Capt.  Martin  wanted  to  be  in  Earl- 
ington for  Christmas  too.  but  I  fixed  his  deck.  I 
got  a  whitewash  brush  and  bucket  of  lime  and 
painted  Capt.  Martin's  caboose  white,  when  time 
come  to  make  up  62  the  yard  men  could  not  find 
Capt.  Martin's  caboose  and  we  run  around  tbe  old 
man  and  eat  our  Chrism  as  dinner  at  Mother  Vic- 
tory s'.  Tbe  boys  had  a  big  time  over  Capt.  Mar 
tin's  new  cab.  Our  crew  consisted  of  Cedar-bill 
Bill.  Tennessee  Jack.  Hellflred  Jim  and  HeUmaa 
Hack,  the  conductor.  J.  B.  Kendall. 

Amory.  Miss. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  264  is  quietly  at  work.  We  initiated 
four  in  June,  seven  in  July  and  have  four  for 
August  meeting.  We  have  several  applications  to 
come  in.  I  want  to  say  that  Division  264  is  on  the 
boom.  All  tbe  boys  are  taking  lots  of  interest  in 
the  work.  Where  we  used  to  have  a  small  attend- 
ance we  are  double  now.  We  have  just  run  our 
seventh  annual  excursion  to  Norfolk,  Va,.  and  it 
was  a  success  in  every  respect.  The  train  con- 
sisted of  ten  coaches  and  carried  over  six  hundred 
passengers  into  Norfolk.  A  neat  little  sum  was 
turned  over  to  our  treasurer,  who  is  always  de- 
lighted to  take  in  the  rocks.  Our  delegate  to  St, 
Paul,  who  also  took  in  the  west  on  the  Georgia 
Special,  returned  last  month  well  pleased  with  hit 
trip.  He  says  he  met  some  of  tbe  finest  Brothers 
"ever."  He  reports  a  grand  time  all  the  way 
through.  We  expect  a  visit  soon  from  our  Grand 
Junior  Conductor.  He  will  find  Division  261  wide 
awake.  One  of  our  Brothers  met  Brother  Shep- 
pard  in  Portsmouth.  Va..  a  few  weeks  ago.  when 
be  visited  Division  205,  and  reports  an  excellent 
talk,  full  of  good  advice  by  Brother  Sheppard. 

The  office  of  trainmaster  for  tbe  Portsmouth 
and  Richmond  districts  of  tbe  first  division  of  tbe 
S.  A  L.  have  been  consolidated,  with  Mr.  C.  H. 
Hix  in  charge.  Brother  L.  W.  Renn.  formerly 
trainmaster  of  tbe  Portsmouth  district,  has  re- 
turned to  his  old  run  between  Portsmouth  and 
Raleigh.  There  has  been  many  changes  of  late  is 
the  officials  of  the  S.  A.  L.  Very  few  changes 
among  conductors.  Tbe  S.  A.  L>  and  Southern  are 
both  doing  a  good  business  for  the  season.  Prom 
present  prospects  it  will  be  only  a  few  months 
before  every  conductor  eligible  running  out  of 
Raleigh  will  be  a  member  of  the  Order. 

Brotber  J.  R.  Stephens  is  now  pulling  the  bell- 
cord  between  Wilmington  and  Charlotte. 

Raleigh.  N.  C.  w.  T.  Cox. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  223  has  been  side-tracked  for  a  few 
weeks  on  account  of  tbe  Chief  Conductor  and  Sec- 
retary taking  night  jobs  away  from  their  base  of 
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■operations,  the  Chief  Conductor  going  to  Bruns- 
-wick  to  work  and  the  Secretary  taking  night  yard- 
mastership  at  Cherry  River.  Our  worthy  Secre- 
tary has  issued  a  new  time-card  and  I  think  by 
paying  strict  attention  they  will  be  able  to  make 
better  runs  in  the  future.  There  is  nothing  like 
Davis  g  strict  attention  to  your  schedule. 

Now  that  the  Home  for  old  and  worn  out  rail- 
road men  is  supposedly  settled  we  don't  see  so 
many  communications  concerning  the  matter  in 
Thk  Conductor,  and  I  don't  know  hardly  what 
the  boys  will  write  about,  unless  we  take  up  the 
weather.  We  have  had  some  terribly  hot  weather 
down  in  this  part  of  America.  We  are  hauling 
plenty  of  freight  and  regular  crews  are  making 
•fairly  good  time  on  the  B.  &  O..  but  the  extras  are 
doing  a  good  bit  of  kicking. 

I  will  say  we  had  our  Grand  Senior  Conductor. 
Brother  Sheppard.  with  us  one  day  during  the 
past  month  and  found  him  to  be  an  all- round  good 
fellow.  He  gave  us  quite  a  talk  along  many  lines 
and  brought  out  some  good  points.  We  were  sorry 
we  could  not  show  him  a  better  time.  I  have  a 
few  words  to  say.  not  only  to  conductors,  but  rail- 
road men  in  general.  I  think  some  of  you  are 
-abusing  your  privileges  in  the  way  of  transporta- 
tion. It  don't  matter  how  good  a  thing  some  men 
have,  there  is  always  someone  will  try  to  spoil  it. 
.Be  honest  and  consider  this  matter  and  ask  your- 
self would  you  like  to  be  treated  so?  It  is  a 
strange  thing  that  men  will  live  so  long  and  then 
not  learn.  Another  point:  The  time  is  coming 
when  railroad  men  will  have  to  be  strictly  tem- 
perate, and  why  not  now?  The  traveling  public  is 
■going  to  demand  it  and  railroad  companies  will 
have  to  enforce  it  and  the  man  that  won't  quit  will 
have  no  position.  J.  W.  Rankin. 

Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

4 

'Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  encouragement  offered  by  publication  of 
our  last  letter  brings  out  another,  though  the  topics 
•of  this  are  somewhat  different  from  those  of  the 
former.  In  the  first  place  the  writers  have  been 
west  of  the  Mississippi— even  as  far  as  El  Reno: 
registered  for  the  land  drawing:  dropped  back  to 
Hot'  Springs,  waiting  to  be  notified  of  the  result, 
but  has  no  notice  so  far.  Then  we  will  turn  our 
■attention  for  the  time  being  to  our  reception.  We 
met  several  of  the  Choctaw  boys  of  South  Mc- 
Alister  Division  and  found  them  most  excellent 
.gentlemen  and  staunch  admirers  of  the  Order. 
Upon  our  return  arrival  at  Hot  Springs  we 
were  met  at  the  depot  by  Brother  J.  J.  Fitzgerald, 
•of  Division  386.  and  were  steered  to  the  Putnam 
House.  We  afterward  learned  that  Brother  Pits- 
herald  was  not  only  boosting  for  this  bouse,  but 
that  he  actually  had  a  sweetheart  there  and  that 
waves  of  their  love  ran  without  a  riffle  until  a  party 
known,  as  "Battle  Axe"  slashed  the  war-club 
into  the  branch,  after  which  Jack's  friends  pro- 
posed to  call  the  place  Vesuvius.  Later  on  Brother 
Fitzgerald  brought  another  boarder  to  our  house, 
in  the  person  of  that  handsome  young  member 
and  singer  of  Division  44.  Brother  George  H. 
Pearce.  of  Denver.  Brother  Pearce  seems  to  pos- 
sess all  the  good  qualities  of  the  members  of  that 
-up-to-date  Division  of  O.  R.  C.  Everybody  re- 
members the  grand  reception  given  the  Los  An- 


geles people  by  Division  44  in  1897.  We  admire 
Brother  Pearce  as  a  member  of  so  grand  a  Divi- 
sion of  the  Order,  though  we  advised  him  not  to 
associate  too  familiarly  with  the  Brother  of  388.  as  . 
he  is  from  the  stormy  division  of  the  M.  &  O.. 
though  a  member  of  a  good  Division  also.  Brother 
Fitzgerald  took  George  to  walk  on  the  banks  of 
the  Potash  and  talked  gently  with  him  till  he  got 
him  used  to  the  place.  Happy  Hollow  was  Brother 
C.  W.  Wright's  loafing  ground  while  T.  E.  McLean 
took  two  baths  a  day,  got  mixed  up  with  another 
fellow's  underclothes  and  had  to  change  bath 
houses  besides.  We  nearly  forgot  to  tell  that 
when  we  came  here  we  found  Brother  John  M. 
Hampton,  of  Division  186.  hunting  for  a  boarding 
house.  We  took  him  to  the  Putnam  and  named 
him  "Regulator,"  and  we  all  regulate  our  watches 
by  him.  as  he  is  so  systematic  in  what  he  does.  He 
and  Fitzgerald  drink  nothing  stronger  than  soda 
water.  We  like  Brother  Hampton  very  much  and 
would  go  home  with  him  but  for  the  intense  heat 
in  Florida.  However,  he  has  promised  to  send  us 
a  box  of  fine  oranges  soon.  We  note  that  Brother 
Osborne  put  in  two  and  one-quarter  columns  on  the 
Home  question  this  month,  as  if  the  last  Grand 
Division  did  nothing  toward  this  question.  Why 
don't  he  shut  off  and  let  'em  roll  awhile— at  least 
'till  we  see  what  the  other  Orders  do  about  it?. 
Let  us  hear  from  you  on  some  other  subject. 
Brother  O.  Duplex  and  Flat  Wheel. 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Owing  to  the  excessive  heat  I  may  be  rather  late 
with  my  few  lines  from  148.  We  are  having  it 
awful  hot  at  present,  but  glad  to  say  have  had  but 
few  prostrations. '  Rain  in  this  section  of  the  world 
seems  almost  impossible.  Last  meeting  148  en- 
joyed the  report  of  our  worthy  delegate.  Brother 
Mitchel.  of  the  last  convention.  We  will  have  tm 
acknowledge  that  they  made  vast  changes  in  sev- 
eral respects  that  will  benefit  us  very  much.  We 
will  have  to  admit  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
please  every  member  of  this  organization.  One 
great  change  will  benefit  those  who  do  not  and 
never  have  carried  any  insurance.  Think  of  this. 
Brothers,  and  study  it  before  the  next  convention. 
I  think  those  that  have  paid  those  that  have  been 
killed  or  lost  limbs  for  the  past  years  are  taxed 
very  heavy  for  the  relief  fund,  and  those  that  don't 
carry  any  insurance  should  be  double.  I  think 
any  man  that  runs  a  train  ought  to  carry  the  insur- 
ance, and  if  not  it  would  not  be  anything  for  them 
to  double  pay  the  relief  fund.  Every  rule  that  has 
been  revised  in  our  convention  was  for  the  best, 
and  we  have  two  years  to  study  and  answer  them: 
so  read  your  Constitution  and  see  what  improve- 
ment you  could  make. 

What  a  relief  came  to  us  a  day  or  so  ago  in  the 
shape  of  a  nice  raini  Everything  in  this  section  of 
the  country  was  very  near  perished.  We  are  very 
sorry  to  know  that  Brother  Winston,  of  148.  is  bed- 
fast. His  left  side  is  paralyzed. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.  Opib  Hbrbiott. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  last  years  of  the  reign 
of  William  and  Theodore,  that  the  tribe  of  "Lato- 
brt"  No.  4,  which  is  in  the  great  city  of  "Chickago* 
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builded  by  the  great  waters  of  the  "Mitchigan.'' 
and  situated  in  the  land  called  Cook:  they  were  of 
the  tribe  of  O'Keefe,  whose  sirname  is  John,  and 
the  tribe  of  James,  whose  forefathers  were  of  the 
tribe  of  Blackman.  whose  wife  was  fair  to  look 
upon;  and  there  was  with  them  Isabel),  of  the  tribe 
of  "C"  and  the  tribe  of  the  Powers,  and  the  tribe 
of  Ward,  and  "Annie."  of  the  tribe  of  Callahan, 
and  Hold  a.  who  came  from  the  tribe  of  Acker  man, 
and  also  Lady  White,  of  the  tribe  of  No.  4;  and  the 
tribe  of  Stevens,  who  was  called  Charles,  and  he 
did  bring;  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  lost  at 
the  time  she  was  married;  and  there  was  Lucy  and 
K.  B..  of  the  tribe  of  Lapbam:  and  Hazel,  whose 
tribe  was  Ward.  And  it  did  come  to  pass  that  they 
did  Bather  together  all  of  the  tribes  that  did  be- 
long to  No.  4  of  the  Latobrt.  and  they  did  say.  one 
to  another.  "Behold,  it  is  time  for  ns  to  do  some- 
thing: fanny:  and  we  will  gather  all  our  tribes  and 
journey  to  the  Ararmenites  Home,  which  is  in  the 
park  called  Highland,  in  the  land  of  Lake."  And 
it  came  to  pass,  after  many  times  around  the  great 
city,  where  they  did  dwell,  that  they  came  to  the 
land  of  the  Candnwites.  whose  mansions  were 
builded  in  the  valley  by  the  river  called  "Chika- 
goo."  And  behold,  there  was  waiting  gilded  char- 
iots of  all  hues,  which  were  drawn  by  steeds 
whose  endurance  was  as  iron  and  steel,  and  the 
speed  of  them  was  like  unto  the  wind.  And  it 
came  to  pass  that  all  the  tribes  who  were  robed  in 
fine  linen  and  purple,  did  enter  these  chariots, 
and  did  sit  upon  the  divans  of  pure  scarlet  and 
purple,  and  there  did  rest  their  weary  limbs;  and 
they  did  journey  through  the  city  of  the  Deering- 
ites.  and  did  pass  through  the  land  called  Gross, 
which  was  of  the  park,  and  the  high  ridge  of  the 
Rose  Hill:  and  behold,  they  did  pass  down  through 
the  valley  of  Calvary,  and  did  journey  through 
the  land  of  the  Bvanstonites.  and  was  Welmett 
near  the  city  of  the  Kennelworthites.  Moreover. 
Winnetka  was  close  to  the  Lakeside,  where  the 
Olencoites  didbow  their  heads  in  honor;  and  they 
did  pass  through  the  valley  of  the  Raviniaites: 
And.  lo.  and  behold  1  the  chariots  did  draw  up  in 
line  before  the  home  of  Railroadites.  which  is  be- 
fore the  great  fort  called  Sheridan.  And  behold 
the  fair  damsels  did  bring  from  their  land  and 
city  all  kinds  of  fruit  that  was  good  for  the  tribe  of 
Ararmenites.  And.  lo.  and  behold !  they  did  pass 
through  the  gate  of  the  wall  that  surrounds  the 
country  of  the  Candnwites.  and  did  pass  over  the 
great  bridge  that  reaches  from  the  west  to  the 
east  across  the  lands  of  the  C.  &  M.  Electric  tribe: 
and  they  did  pass  over  safe:  and.  lo.  and  behold ! 
there  they  did  meet  a  great  many  of  the  Ararmen- 
ites. and  did  greet  them  with  love,  and  did  speak 
to  us  that  we  must  not  be  worried,  for  they  were 
come  bringing  a  great  plenty  of  the  good  things 
of  their  land ;  that  which  nourishes  and  strength- 
ens the  muscles  and  invigorates  the  whole  system; 
and.  moreover,  does  give  peace  to  the  mind ;  and 
they  did  even  bring  "Food"  of  the  "Angels." 
which  was  made  into  cakes,  and  we  did  eat  of 
them :  and  the  "Apes"  did  gather  great  quantities 
of  the  products  of  their  "clime."  even  cocoanuts. 
and  did  cause  them  to  be  transported  to  the  land 
of  the  tribes  of  No.  4,  especially  for  the  occasion. 
They  did  also  bring  their  offspring,  even  their 
little  children,  "For  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of 


Heaven."  And  they  did  make  merry,  and  did 
swing  on  the  swings,  the  ropes  of  which  were 
made  and  imported  from  Manilla  especially  for 
the  occasion,  and  were  hung  on  the  topmost 
branches  of  the  great  trees  that  do  grow  on  the 
lands  of  the  Ararmenites. 

The  managers  and  janitors  and  waiting:  maids 
did  all,  with  one  accord,  clap  their  hands  and  did 
dance  with  joy  to  behold  so  many  "fishes"  and 
"loaves"  and  so  much  of  the  fine  fruits  of  the  land 
of  the  Nodites.  And  at  once  did  we  build  great 
platforms  to  hold  all  the  good  things :  and  we  did 
all  feast  because  of  the  "passover."  because  our 
friends  did  pass  over  the  great  bridge  which 
crosses  the  land  of  the  C.  &  M.  Elect ri cites,  and 
did  arrive  safe  within  the  borders  of  the  land  of 
the  R.  R.  Men's  Home  grounds.  And.  behold !  the 
Lord  of  hosts  did  create  a  day  of  especial  tem- 
perature for  the  benefit  of  the  chosen  of  No.  4: 
and  it  came  to  pass  that  they  did  tarry  for  many 
hours,  and  did  depart  in  the  afternoon  of  the  last 
day  of  the  eighth  month  of  the  year  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  one.  which  is  the  beginning  of 
the  last  century. 

And.  moreover,  we  did  beg  to  extend  our  most 
hearty  thanks  to  those  people  and  all  the  hosts  of 
their  tribe  for  their  most  generous  and  kind  act. 
and  do  pray  for  a  repetition  of  the  same  some 
time  in  the  future. 

Trusting  that  much  prosperity  attend  all  their 
efforts,  we  wish  to  be  remembered. 

Highland  Park.  111.  T.  B.  Watson. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Appended  find  statement  of  receipts  for  the 
Railroad  Men's  Home  for  the  month  of  July.  1901: 
o.  a.  c.  DIVISIONS. 

NO.  AMT.       NO.  AMI. 

207  $  7  00     217  S3  Oft 

364   12  00   

Total  $22  00 

B.  of  R.  T.  Lodges  $96  60 

B.of  L.  E.  Divisions   47  0O 

B.  of  L.  F.  Lodges  18  00 

L.  S.  To.  B.  of  L.  F.  Lodges   5  0» 

PERSONAL. 

Mrs.  Lily  S.  Hurst.  Paris.  Tex.,  sale  of  doily..  5  60 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Discount  on  coal  bill  Nj.  272   60 

Discount  on  coal  bill  No.  294    6  80- 

Refunded  on  invoice  bill  No.  306    3  00 

Refunded  on  freight  bill  No.  289   19  79 

CONTRIBUTED. 

By  members  of  B.  L.  E..  No.  566   4  86 

Grand  total  $228  45 

By  unknown,  a  box  of  nice  bound  books. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.      Ill.S.  &  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  very  glad  to  see.  commencing  with  your 
August  issue,  a  form  of  Questions  and  Answers  on 
the  subject  of  air  brakes  by  an  expert whowill 
be  able  to  enlighten  us  who  do  not  feel  sufficiently 
posted  in  this  matter.  I  certainly  agree  with  yon 
in  the  article  in  July  number  headed  "Air  Brakes, 
a  Study."  It  should  be  the  duty  of  a  conductor  to 
know  everything  in  the  management  of  his  train, 
which,  of  course,  includes  the  working  as  well  as 
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the  mechanism  of  air  brakes.  As  a  conductor  I 
ask  how  many  of  us  are  sufficiently  posted,  and 
bow  many  of  the  engineers  that  pull  our  trains 
can  explain  intelligently  the  working  and  hand- 
line  of  air,  or  the  mechanism  and  diseases  of  these 
brakes.  As  a  conductor  I  freely  acknowledge  my 
ignorance  on  the  subject,  and  would  feel  very 
mean  if  at  any  time  when  the  superintendent  was 
on  my  train  he  would  ask  an  explanation.  I  know 
the  result;  opposite  my  name  he  would  be  justified 
in  writing— "ass"— and  my  only  consolation  would 
be  the  numerous  company  just  like  me.  We  have 
had  instruction  frequently  given  us.  but  in  such  a 
way  that  they  have  been  no  very  great  assistance. 
I  shall  certainly  look  forward  to  these  questions 
and  answers  with  a  great  deal  of  interest. 

I  certainly  desire  to  congratulate  and  thank  the 
delegates  to  the  Grand  Division  at  St.  Paul  for 
their  wisdom  in  re-electing  our  Grand  Officers.  I 
never  doubted  their  wisdom.  They  know  a  good 
thing  when  they  have  it.  I  am  very  sorry  Brother 
Corbett  was  not  re-elected,  but  we  cannot  always 
have  what  we  want.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  know- 
ing Brother  Sheppard.  and  know  he  has  the  ability 
of  filling  the  position  with  credit  to  himself  and 
can  make  himself  popular  with  the  Order.  I  do 
not  wish  any  one  to  think  for  a  moment  that  I  am 
mapping  out  Brother  Sheppard's  work,  but.  Broth- 
er, come  to  the  weak  Divisions  as  often  as  you  can 
and  stay  with  them  longer  than  the  customary 
three  or  four  hours,  or  until  the  first  train  leaves. 
Yon  cannot  meet  with  the  members  on  a  schedule 
of  this  kind.  You  cannot  do  any  good  unless  the 
members  can  see  you  and  know  what  the  organiza- 
tion is  doing— and  that  we  have  in  reality  Grand 
Officers.  Division  208,  that  is  now  in  the  middle  of 
the  "big  road"  of  prosperity,  will  be  glad  to  see 
you.  I  am  very  glad  you  had  such  a  harmonious 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Division.  I  have  been  told 
by  our  delegate  that  it  was  a  veritable  "love  feast" 
—and  I  sincerely  trust  all  our  meetings  will  be 
blest  with  harmony  and  prosperity. 

Charleston.  S.  C.  S.  C.  Gilbert. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  303  has  a  fair  attendance  at  Division 
meetings.  We  have  not  had  a  death  in  our  Divi- 
sion for  eighteen  months  or  failed  to  have  a  quo- 
rum daring  this  torrid  weather,  and  our  number 
continues  to  increase  steadily.  We  had  an  initia- 
tion August  4.  and  elected  three  more  candidates 
to  receive  the  honors  at  our  next  meeting,  August 
18.  The  success  of  a  Division  depends  entirely 
upon  its  members  and  their  attendance.  We  notice 
much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  attendance 
by  the  different  correspondents  as  to  how  to  en- 
courage or  to  secure  a  good  attendance  at  Divis- 
ion meetings,  but  none  have  given  a  successful 
remedy  so  far  as  we  have  seen.  We  shall  say  on 
the  subject  that  we  have  successfully  tried  the  one 
laid  done  in  Section  79  of  the  Statutes,  and  found 
'  it  to  have  awakened  a  number  of  the  Brothers  to 
their  duty  toward  the  Division.  In  only  two  in- 
stances has  there  been  an  expulsion,  and  each  of 
those  soon  applied  for  re  instatement  and  are  now 
better  members  and  better  posted  members  than 
ever  before.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  every 
member  who  does  not  qualify  himself  sufficiently 
to  test  a  member  in  some  part  of  the  lecture  is 


making  a  great  mistake,  and  is  very  liable  to  be 
deceived  by  an  imposter  and  led  into  serious 
troubles,  which  could  be  avoided.  Every  time  .an 
imposter  succeeds  in  imposing  on  a  conductor  it 
makes  it  just  one  per  cent  harder  for  a  deserving 

Brother  to  secure  courtesies  that  should  be 
shown  to  him. 

The  July  Conductor  is  one  of  the  best  numbers 
that  we  have  yet  received.  The  experiences  at 
the  Grand  Division  are  fully  represented  in  the 
various  correspondence,  and  the  writer  knows  by 
experience  that  all  the  good  things  that  can  be 
said  of  Division  No.  40  and  the  city  of  St.  Paul  by 
the  visitors  will  not  over  estimate  the  courtesy 
shown  us  while  attending  the  Grand  Division,  and 
in  our  opinion  the  work  of  the  Grand  Division  was 
the  very  best  tbatcpuld  have  been  done.  The  ef- 
fort toward  establishing  a  good  and  permanent 
Home  for  the  aged  and  disabled  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  relief  fund,  when  once  well  established, 
will  do  much  good  and  stand  as  a  monument  to  the 
credit  of  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  for  all 
time  to  come.  We  learn  from  Brother  Sheppard. 
Grand  Junior  Conductor,  while  visiting  here,  that 
the  relief  is  being  extended  to  many  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Brothers,  who  petitioned  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion to  allow  their  insurance  claim,  as  fast  as  it 
can  be  arranged  and  seems  to  be  giving  satisfac- 
tion. We  hope  it  will  prove  a  success  and  bring 
comfort  to  all  who  come  within  its  scope.  Division 
303  is  making  an  effort  to  do  some  good  in  that 
direction  on  its  own  responsibility.  In  our  little 
city  of  30.000  inhabitants  a  proposition  is  being  con- 
sidered to  build  a  city  hospital  and  should  the 
proposition  result  in  the  building  of  same,  it  is 
the  intention  of  our  Division  to  furnish  a  ward  for 
oar  exclusive  use  and  dedicate  it  to  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors.  This  plan,  if  successful, 
would  not  only  enable  us  to  take  care  of  ourselves, 
but  would  put  us  in  a  position  to  care  for  any 
sojourning  Brother  who  might  become  sick  or 
disabled  in  onr  jurisdiction  and  result  in  much 
good  to  the  Order  and  its  members.  In  order  to 
be  prepared  for  this  financially,  our  Division  is 
giving  a  picnic  and  boat  excursion  on  the  Ohio 
river  to  Fern  Grove,  Aug.  22.  1901.  and  have  sent 
four  tickets  to  every  Division,  of  the  Order  in  the 
United  States  asking  them  to  purchase  them  at 
25c  each,  for  the  benefit  of  our  treasury.  We  would 
have  incorporated  this  in  our  circular  letter  ac- 
companying the  tickets,  had  the  plans  and  proposi- 
tion been  far  enough  advanced  to  insure  its  being 
built.  We  are  a  little  discouraged  at  the  returns 
and  replies  from  our  sister  Divisions  and  are  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  so  many  Divisions  are  in  such 
poor  circumstances. 

The  readers  of  the  journal  will  find  a  very  inter- 
esting chapter  on  page  563  of  the  July  number- 
entitled— "Our  Unwritten  Signal  Code."-To  all 
who  have  overlooked  this  chapter  we  would  sug- 
gest that  you  turn  back  and  read  it,  as  there  is 
something  to  be  learned  from  it.  especially  to 
those  who  cannot  see  their  own  faults  in  that  di- 
rection, which  is  often  the  case  with  many  exper- 
ienced men.  We  are  also  looking  forward  to  the 
progressive  study  of  the  air  brake  that  is  to  com- 
mence in  the  August  number.  This  an  important 
appliance  that  is  in  general  use.  and  very  poorly 
understood  by  railway  employes.  We  have  seen 
instances  where  men  of  six  years  experience  would 
couple  the  hose  between  the  engine  and  a  car  with 
a  train  pipe  only,  on  it.  and  go  for  miles  thinking 
he  had  one  car  equipped  with  air  brakes.  Better 
get  down  to  business  boys,  the  time  is  not  far  off 
when  you  will  have  to  stand  an  examination  on 
the  principles  and  working  of  the  air  brake.  Rail- 
roads did  not  go  to  the  expense  of  equipping  its 
cars,  and  the  government  did  not  force  them  to 
switch  enough  of  it  next  to  the  engine  for  the  con- 
venience and  pleasure  of  the  train  men.  All  this 
was  done  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property 
and  to  insure  safety  in  handling  fast  trains,  and 
the  men  must  learn  to  operate  and  understand 
thoroughly  to  obtain  these  results.  I  will  close  by 
urging  the  members  to  attend  Division  meetings, 
read  your  journals,  steady  your  business,  be  prac- 
tical and  progressive  railroad  men  and  you  will  be 
in  demand  at  all  times.  Conductors  should  set  an 
example  that  will  be  worthy  of  imitation  by  their 
juniors.  .  M  W.  P.  E. 

New  Albany.  Ind. 
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iAUTUAL-  BENEFIT  FRATERNAL. 
INSURANCE. 

(A)  Breach  of  Warranty  Avoids  the  In- 
surance. 

There  is  no  more  important  subject 
connected  with  fraternal  insurance  than 
that  of  the  truthful  statements  made  by 
the  parties  to  the  contract.    The  charac- 
ter of  the  association  being  purely  mu- 
tual, courts  are  inclined  toward  the  pre- 
vention of  deception  and  fraud.  It  should 
be  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  all  ap- 
plicants that  if  the  contract  of  member- 
ship, benefit  certificate,  by-laws  or  con- 
stitution declares,  and  they  usually  do, 
that  the  statements  made  in  the  applica- 
tion touching  any  subject  of  interest  to 
the  insurance  are  warranted  to  be  true, 
and  that  the  certificate  shall  be  void  if 
they  are  untrue,  the  falsity  of  such  state- 
ments will  defeat  the  insurance.  The 
parties  having   in   their  contracts  so 
agreed,  and  having  been  free  to  agree 
upon  whatever  terms  and  conditions  they 
chose,  to  accept  or  reject  the  member- 
ship, the  contract  being  a  voluntary  one, 
the  courts  have  no  other  alternate,  in  case 
of  contest,  than  to  give  effect  to  the  con- 
tracts of  the  parties.    (Fullum  vs.  N.  Y. 
Union  Ins.  Co.,  7  Gray,  61.)    Indeed,  the 
courts  have  generally  held  that  the  truth 
of  the  facts  warranted  is  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  being  entitled  to  the  benefit 
promised  or  to  recover  the  amount  in  case 
of  suit.    (Wilkins  vs.  Mut.  R.  F.  Life 
Ass'n.,  7  N.  Y.  Supp.,  589.)    It  is  imma- 
terial that  the  applicant  believed  the 
statements  to  be  true.     He  must  use 
every  reasonable  precaution  not  to  make 
an  untrue  statement.   (Elliott  vs.  Mut. 
Benefit  Ass'n.,  27  N.  Y.  Supp.  696.)  Not- 
withstanding warranties  are  not  favored 
in  law,  courts  will  not  permit  an  associa- 
on  mutual  in  character  to  be  imposed 


upon  by  designing  or  careless  appli- 
cants. 

(>)    What  Constitutes  a  Warranty. 

This  has  been  a  perplexing  question  to 
mutual  insurance  societies.    The  frater- 
nal spirit  is  inclined  to  give  a  member  the 
benefit  of  all  doubts.    Courts  endeavor 
to  discover  the  intent  of  the  parties,  and 
with  a  disposition,  if  possible,  to  avoid 
holding  the  statements  to  be  warranties. 
The  construction,  however,  given  to  war- 
ranties in  an  application  for  benefit  in- 
surance and  for  a  reinstatement  in  case 
of  delinquency,  is  exceedingly  strict,  h 
is  not  enough  that  a  provision  construed 
as  a  warranty  in  its  spirit  and  substance 
is  fulfilled;  its  terms  must  be  literally 
complied  with.  A  member  is  not  excused 
by  showing  that  the  breach  of  the  waranty 
was  the  result,  not  of  choice,  but  of  acci- 
dent, necessity  or  ignorance.    The  Iowa 
court  said  in  Miller  vs.  Mutual  Benefit 
Ins.  Co.,  31  la.  216,  that  "if  a  breach* 
however  slight,  and  confessedly  imma- 
terial, is  proved  against  a  member,  the 
entire  contract  is  at  an  end,  the  member 
loses  his  indemnity,  and  the  association 
retains  his  premiums,  fees,  etc.,  and  re- 
joices in  his  discharge."   The  doctrine  of 
warranty  in  the  law  of  life  insurance  is 
one  of  great  rigor,  and  frequently  oper- 
ates very  harshly  upon  the  assured  mem- 
ber.   (22  Am.  Dec.  571.) 

(J)   Affirmative  and  Promissory  Warran- 
ties. 

Courts  uniformly  hold  that  a  fraternal 
association  may  exercise  a  controling  in- 
fluence over  and  limit  its  members  in 
matters  of  concern  to  the  association  at 
large.  Thus  a  member  may  affirmatively 
warrant  that  certain  facts  are  true  re- 
garding his  physical  condition,  past  and 
present;  or  promise  that  certain  things 
shall  or  shall  not  be  done.   The  latter 
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usually  relates  to  travel,  use  of  intoxi- 
cants or  vicious  habits.  Many  early  ad- 
judications may  be  found,  and  not  a  few 
recent  ones,  also,  in  which  contracts  of 
insurance,  and  especially  of  life  insur- 
ance, have  been  construed  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  operate  with  great  harshness 
and  apparent  injustice  to  policyholders, 
who,  acting  with  all  proper  prudence,  had 
been  led  to  suppose  that  they  had  made 
provision  for  their  families  by  an  insur- 
ance on  their  lives,  when  in  point  of  fact, 
the  certificate  was  not  worth  the  paper  on 
which  it  is  written.  (Anderson  vs.  Fitz- 
gerald. 4H.L  Cas.  484). 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  business  of 
mutual  and  fraternal  insurant*  in  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century,  with  a  tendency 
toward  deceiving  and  defrauding  such 
associations,  as  was  recently  discovered 
in  Chicago,  has  justified  the  managers  of 
mutual  companies  to  exact  exceedingly 
rigid  and  sometimes  technical  conditions 
as  a  precedent  to  membership  and  subse- 
quent benefits.  No  objection  can  be 
raised  against  this  form  or  method  of 
selecting  and  controlling  of  the  member- 
ship by  any  honorable  applicant  or  mem- 
ber. The  cost  of  such  insurance  can  only 
be  ascertained  and  limited  by  reason  of 
fixed  rules  and  regulation.  These  rules 
of  law,  though  apparently  harsh,  are  cal- 
culated to  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  en- 
tire membership! 

(*)    Modern  Rules  ot  Construction. 

The  modern  rules  of  construction  of 
insurance  contracts  in  regard  to  warran- 
ties and  representations  were  recently 
summarized  by  the  Alabama  Supreme 
Court  in  the  case  of  the  Alabama  G.  L. 
etc.  Association  vs.  Johnson.  2.  So.  Rep. 
128:  "There  are  some  settled  rules  of  con- 
structions bearing  on  this  subject,"  said 
the  court.   '"Briefly  stated  are  as  follows: 
1.  Courts  being  strongly  inclined  against 
forfeitures,  will  construe  all  the  condi- 
tions of  the  contract,  and  the  obligations 
imposed,  liberally  in  favor  of  the  insured 
and  strictly  against  the  association.  2.  It 
requires  the  clearest  and  most  unequivo- 
cal language  to  create  a  warranty,  if  it 
it  be  at  all  doubtful  in  meaning,  or  the 
contract  contains  contradictory  provis- 
ions, the  courts  will  lean  against  that 
construction  of  the  contract  which  will 
impose  upon  the  assured  member  the 
burdens  of  the  warranty,  and  will  neither 
create  nor  extend  a  warranty  by  construc- 
tion.   3.   The  answers  of  the  assured 
member,  so  often  merely  catagorical,  will 
be  construed  not  to  be  a  warranty  of  ma- 
terial facts  stated  in  such  answers,  but 
rather  a  warranty  of  the  insured  mem- 
ber's honest  belief  in  their  truth;  or,  in 


other  words,  that  they  were  stated  in  good 
faith.  The  strong  inclination  of  the 
courts  is  thus  to  make  these  statements 
or  answers  binding  only  so  far  as  they 
are  material  to  the  risk,  where  this  can 
be  done  without  doing  violence  to  the 
clear  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  con- 
tract expressed  in  unequivocal  and  un- 
qualified language  to  the  contrary." 

In  the  case  of  Moulor  vs.  American 
Life  Association  (111  U.  S.  335)  the  Unit- 
ed States  Court  said  that,  "what  the  as- 
sociation required  of  the  applicant  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  any  binding  con- 
tract was  that  he  would  observe  the  ut- 
most good  faith  towards  it,  and  make 
full,  direct  and  honest  answers  to  all 
questions,  without  evasion  or  fraud,  and 
without  suppression,  misrepresentation 
or  concealment  of  facts  with  which  the 
managers  of  the  association  ought  to  be 
made  acquainted,  and  that  by  doing  so, 
and  only  by  doing  so,  would  he  be  deemed 
to  have,  made  fair  and  true  answers.  Of 
course  where  by  inadvertance  or  over- 
sight, an  error  ox  fact  has  been  inserted 
in  an  application— ail.  error  that  is  clearly 
immaterial,  and  that  eould  not  by  any 
possibility  have  affected  the  contract, 
courts  will  scarcely  allow  a  forfeiture  of 
the  insurance  and  of  all  assessments  made 
under  it.  (See,  Southern  Life  Associa- 
tion vs.  Booker,  24  Am.  Rep.  344.) 

Thus,  for  the  benefit  and  information 
.  of  members  of  a  mutual  insurance  socie- 
ty, or  those  contemplating  membership 
for  the  benefit  of  their  families  or  estates, 
should  bear  in  mind  that  a  just  and  fair 
construction  of  the  contract  entered  into 
or  about  to  be  entered  into  is:  (1.)  That 
the  answers  of  the  applicant  are  usually 
made  warranties;  that  any  untrue  state- 
ment or  suppression  of  tact  material  to 
the  risk— i.  e.,  health,  hereditation,  etc., 
will  vitiate  the  certificate;  and  thus  bar  a 
recovery  whether  intentional  or  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  member  or  not. 
(2.)  If  immaterial,  such  statements,  to 
avoid  the  certificate,  must  have  been  un- 
true within  the  knowledge  of  the  insured 
member;  that  is,  he  must  either  have 
known  it,  or  have  been  negligently  ignor- 
ant of  it.  (4.)  The  terms  of  a  contract 
for  membership  and  insurance  in  a  mu- 
tual benefit  or  fraternal  association,  how- 
ever, rebut  the  implication  that  all  symp- 
toms of  diseases  inquired  about  are  in- 
tended to  be  made  absolutely  material, 
unless  they  had  once  existed  in  such  ap- 
preciable form  as  would  affect  soundness 
of  health,  or  have  a  tendency  to  shorten 
life,  and  thus  offset  the  risk. 

A  little  care  upon  the  part  of  appli- 
cants will  often  save  them  trouble  during 
life  and  the  forfeiture  of  the  benefit  after 
death.  Many  persons  are  refused  insur- 
ance by  old  fine  companies  and  immedi- 
ately apply  to  a  benefit  association.  The 
denial  of  ever  having  been  refused  insur- 
ance will  vitiate  a  policy. 
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OFFICIAL  CHANGES. 


Jonathan  Lane  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Cane  Belt. 

W.  C.  Bradley  has  been  elected  a  di- 
rector of  the  Central  of  Georgia. 

W.  S.  Webb  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Chatham  &  Lebanon  Valley. 

W.  S.  Crawford  has  been  appointed 
general  yard  master  at  Waycross,  Ga. 

Oscar  G.  Murray  has  been  chosen  first 
vice-president  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

W.  G.  Pierce  has  been  appointed  acting 
general  manager  of  the  Northern  Pacific. 

H.  S.  Priest  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Kansas  City  Clinton  &  Springfield. 

N.  D.  Maher  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line. 

Thomas  Cooper  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  the  president  of  the  Northern 
Pacific. 

A.  P.  Cone  has  been  appointed  master 
of  trains  of  the  Southern  Railway  at  Nor- 
folk, Va. 

R.  G.  Mathews  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Plant  System  at  Way- 
cross,  Ga. 

F.  A.  Delano  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Chicago  Burlington 
&  Quincy. 

C.  H.  Hix  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  at 
Raleigh,  N.  C. 

J.  R.  Williams  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Arkansas  division  of  the 
Missouri  Pacific. 

J.  A.  Fillmore  has  resigned  as  general 
manager  of  the  Pacific  system  of  the 
Southern  Pacific. 

W.  S.  Battle,  Jr.,  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Norfolk  division  of  the 
Norfolk  &  Western. 

J.  T.  Harihan,  second  vice-president  of 
the  Illinois  Central,  has  been  elected  a 
director  of  that  company. 

W.  J.  Riddell  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral yardmaster  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road yards  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

E.  L.  DuBarry  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  terminals  of  the  Nor- 
folk &  Western,  at  Norfolk,  Va. 


F.  E.  Ramsdell  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie. 
Headquarters  at  Massillon,  Ohio. 

W.  A.  Sheaffer  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant trainmaster  of  the  Pittsburg  divi- 
sion of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 

J.  S.  Akers  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant trainmaster  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western. 
Headquarters  at  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

E.  B.  Thomas,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
board  of  the  Erie,  will  also  be  chairman 
of  the  board  of  the  Lehigh  Valley. 

E.  H.  Fitzhugh  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  the  president  of  the  Southern 
Pacific;  office  at  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

J.  A.  Swigart  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Arkansas  division  of  the 
St.  Louis  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern. 

E.  B.  Russell  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Great  Northern 
of  Canada.   Headquarters  at  Quebec, 

G.  W.  Kramer  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  the  president  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Western.  -Headquarters  at  Denver,  Colo. 

E.  C.  Kenney  has  resigned  as  train- 
master of  the  Cleveland  division  of  the 
Cleveland  Cincinnati  Chicago  &  St.  Louis. 

J.  M.  Herbert  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager of  the  Pacific  system  of  the  South- 
ern Pacific,  vice  J  A.  Fillmore,  resigned. 

E.  L.  Burke  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Valesco  &  Brazos 
Terminal;  headquarters  at  Valesco,  Tex. 

C.  T.  Williams  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Georgetown  & 
Western.  Headquarters  at  Georgetown, 
S.  C. 

J.  W.  Middendorf  has  been  elected 
third  vice-president  and  V.  E.  McBee 
fourth  vice-president  of  the  Seaboard  Air 
Line. 

A.  R.  Taylor  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Mississippi  division  of  the 
Illinois  Central;  office  at  Water  Valley, 
Miss. 

W.  E.  Green  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Shreveport  &  Red 
River  Valley.  Headquarters  at  Shreve- 
port, La. 
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Theodore  Low  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Norfolk  division  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western.  Headquarters  at 
Crewe,  Va. 

H.  H.  White  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Louisiana  division  of  the 
Southern  Pacific.  Headquarters  at  Hous- 
ton, Texas. 

A.  C.  Needles  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Shenandoah  division  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western.  Headquarters  at 
Roanoke,  Va. 

J.  J.  Flynn  has  been  appointed  trainmas- 
ter of  the  Fulton  district  of  the  Tennes- 
see division  of  the  Illinois  Central;  office 
at  Pulton,  Ky. 

Samuel  Rea,  fourth  vice-president  of 
the  Pennsylvania,  has  been  elected  a  di- 
rector of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  viceE.  R. 
Bacon,  resigned. 

E.  P.  Russell  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Cairo  district  of  the  Ten- 
nessee division  of  the  Illinois  Central;  of- 
fice at  Fulton,  Ky. 

John  Caughran  has  been  appointed 
general  yardmaster  and  superintendent 
of  terminals  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the 
Norfolk  &  Western 

John  T.  Ermine  has  been  appointed 
assistant  trainmaster  of  the  Monongahela 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad; 
office  at  Ormsby,  Pa. 

Joseph  Ramsey,  Jr.,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Wabash,  to  succeed  O.  D. 
Ashley,  who  has  been  made  chairman  of 
the  board  of  directors. 

W.  G.  Choate  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  and  traffic  manager 
of  the  El  Paso  &  Southwestern.  Head- 
quarters at  Bisbee,  Ariz. 


F.  A.  C.  Ferguson  has  been  appointed 
master*  of  trains  of  the  Vicksburg  divi- 
sion of  the  Yazoo  &  Mississippi  Valley; 
office  at  Greenville,  Miss. 

W.  F.  Ray  has  been  appointed  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Connecticut  &  Pas- 
sumpsic  division  of  the  Boston  &  Maine; 
office  at  Springfield,  Mass. 

J.  G.  Hartigan  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  northern  Texas  lines 
of  the  Gulf  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe.  Head- 
quarters at  Cleburne,  Texas. 

J.  R.  Hawkins  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Ohio  Southern.  Head- 
quarters at  Lima,  Ohio.  J.  C.  Gleason  is 
superintendent  at  Jackson,  Ohio. 

E.  B.  Cook,  formerly  chief  clerk  to  P.  S. 
Blodgett  of  the  Lake  Shore,  has  been  ap- 
pointed trainmaster  of  the  western  divi- 
sion of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern. 

C.  E.  Lytle,  general  superintendent,  and 
T.  W.  Smith,  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Mineral  Range  &  Duluth  South  Shore 
&  Atlantic,  have  been  appointed  to  these 
respective  positions  also  on  the  Hancock 
&  Calumet. 

A.  B.  Newell  has  been  chosen  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Pacific  &  Arctic  Railway  and 
Navigation  Company,  the  British  Colum- 
bia-Yukon Railway  Company  and  the 
British  Yukon  Railroad  Company.  Head- 
quarters at  Skagway,  Alaska. 

J.  C.  Stubbs,  third  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  Pacific,  has  been  given  full 
charge  of  the  traffic  of  the  Harriman 
lines  west  af  the  Missouri  River,  includ- 
ing the  Union  Pacific,  Southern  Pacific, 
Oregon  Short  Line  and  O.  R.  &  N.  Co. 
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When  yon  change  yonr  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
yonr  name,  Division  number  and  address. 


The  Grand  Secretary  desires  the  address 
of  Brother  W.  E.  Williams  of  Division  124. 


The  Secretary  of  Division  322  desires 
the  address  of  W.  F.  Wearne.  Will  some 
Brother  kindly  call  his  attention  to  this 
notice. 

Will  Brother  B.  Lantry,  of  Division  356, 
or  any  Brother  knowing  his  address, 
please  advise  this  office,  as  we  have  a 
matter  of  importance  to  communicate  to 
him. 

The  Erie  management  has  fixed  45  years 
as  the  age  limit  for  new  employes.  This 
is  ten  years  older  than  the  limit  named 
by  the  companies  which  have  established 
a  pension  system. 

The  Lake  Shore  is  now  offering  extra 
inducement  to  those  within  a  certain 
radius  of  Buffalo  who  wish  to  visit  the 
Pan  American.  Tickets  are  sold  at  one 
cent  a  mile  within  this  territory. 

0 

The  Conductor  is  pleased  to  mention 
the  appointment  of  Brother  E.  L.  Burke, 
of  Division  57,  to  the  position  of  general 
manager  of  the  Velasco  Brazos  &  North- 
ern Railway.  His  headquarters  will  be 
Velasco,  Texas. 

Brother  C.  H.  Wilson  of  Division  107, 
employed  as  yardmaster  for  the  C,  G.  & 
P.  at  Carrel  street  yards,  Cincinnati,  had 
a  run  all  made  up  on  July  15,  for  a  new 
conductor  who  failed  to  put  in  appear- 
ance.  It  was  a  girl. 

If  that  old  watch  you  carry  goes  back 
on  you  at  times  it  will  sooner  or  later  get 
you  into  trouble.  See  our  proposition 
elsewhere  about  the  Webb  C.  Ball T 'Official 
Standard"  O.  R.  C.  watches  we  are  giving 
away. 


Brother  Frederick  S.  Cook,  of  Division 
1,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Katherine 
A.  Farmer,  on  Thursday,  June  20th.  They 
will  be  at  home  to  their  many  friends 
after  July  15th  at  Hotel  Atlantic,  Marshall, 
Minnesota. 

Through  an  error  in  compiling  the  list 
of  lost  cards  and  obituary,  the  name  of 
Brother  F.  E.  Detwiler  of  Division  85  be- 
came connected  with  the  latter  list  and  he 
was  reported  among  those  mentioned  in 
the  obituary.  We  are  iglad  to  say  that 
Brother  Detwiler  is  still  among  the  living. 

The  employes  of  the  old  Atlantic  & 
Great  Western  R.  R.  will  hold  then- 
seventh  annual  reunion  at  Gallion,  Ohio, 
on  August  24th,  and  every  man  who  has 
ever  worked  for  the  old  company  in  any 
capacity  is  urged  to  be  present.  The 
business  meeting  will  be  held  at  Seccaitun 
Park. 

Brother  J.  S.  Akers,  of  Division  250,  has 
been  promoted  to  assistant  trainmaster 
of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  at  Radford, 
Va.  The  promotion  will  not  only  please 
Brother  Aker's  immediate  friends  but  it 
will  be  a  pleasure  to  the  members  at  large 
to  know  that  another  has  been  chosen 
from  our  ranks  to  official  position. 

Brother  J.  G.  Lorton,  of  Division  119, 
has  been  appointed  trainmaster  of  the 
Dubuque  division  of  the  Illinois  Central, 
with  office  at  Dubuque,  Iowa.  We  con- 
gratulate Brother  Lorton  upon  his  ap- 
pointment and  will  express  the  opinion 
that  the  membership  feel  the  weight  of 
the  many  honors  that  are  being  conferred 
upon  members  of  the  Order. 


Brother  S.  A.  Miller,  of  Division  278, 
says  that  his  Division  card  No.  5505,  to- 
gether with  his  receipts  for  dues  and  also 
receipts  for  M.  W.  of  A.,  lodge  9365,  an 
annual  pass  over  western  division  of  the 
C,  R.  I.  &  P.,  and  an  annual  pass  for  the 
Denver  Omnibus  &  Cab  Co.,  and  several 
private  papers,  have  been  lost  or  stolen. 
He  desires  that  our  readers  watch  for 
their  presentation. 
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The  Lackawanna  has  introduced  the 
system  of  train  dispatching  by  telephone. 
The  Morris  and  Essex  division  is  fully 
equipped  and  the  plan  is  being  extended 
gradually  over  the  entire  system.  What 
a  relief  this  will  be  to  the  safety  valves  of 
some  men  who  want  to  tell  the  dis- 
patchers what  they  cannot  now  say  in 
the  Morse  code. 

4 

Our  Grand  Chief  Conductor,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  left  the  port  of  New 
York  on  July  20th  and  landed  at  Naples, 
Italy,  on  July  31st.  He  will  visitthe  prin- 
cipal cities  and  places  of  interest  in  that 
state  and  then  make  his  way  upward 
through  Switzerland  and  other  European 
countries  arriving  at  London  about  Oct. 
1st,  from  which  place  he  will  sail  for 
home. 

4 

Many  Brothers  are  remitting  direct  to 
the  Grand  Secretary  the  amount  due  for 
Relief  Fund  Assessment  Number  1,  and 
in  each  case  the  amount  received  is  re- 
turned by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Division  to  which  the 
member  belongs.  Members  will  please 
send  the  amount  of  this  assessment  to 
their  Secretary  and  not  to  the  general 
office. 

r  We  have  made  arrangements  with  the 
Webb  C.  Ball  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, for 
ten  "Official  Standard"  O.  R.  C  watches 
to  go  out  as  premiums  to  those  who  send 
us  75  subscriptions  to  The  Railway  Con- 
ductor at  $1.00  each.  This  means  a  re- 
liable 17- jeweled  watch,  sixteen  or 
eighteen  size,  in  gold  filled  case, 
for  practically  nothing  except  a  little  time 
spent  in  securing  subscriptions.  This 
offer  is  good  for  only  ten  of  these  watches 
and  if  you  want  one  you  will  have  to 
hurry.  Seventy-five  subscribers  and  $75 
secures  one  for  you. 

In  the  great  field  of  dramatic  criticism 
The  Chicago  Record-Herald  has  long  been 
jealous  of  its  supremacy,  and  today  its 
dramatic  columns  are  the  most  widely 
quoted  of  any  in  the  country.  Lyman  B. 
Glover  in  charge  of  this  department,  has 
a  national  reputation  ana  possesses  a 
wide  personal  acquaintance  with  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  dramatic  profession. 
The  Record-Herald  keeps  continually  in 
touch  with  theatrical  affairs  all  over  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  and  its  criticisms 
are  of  more  than  passing  value.  In  the 
earnest  effort  that  has  been  made  of  late 
years  to  purge  the  stage  of  its  most  ob- 

S:tionable  features  this  paper  can  truth- 
Uy  claim  a  fair  share  of  public  approval. 

With  this  number  of  The  Conductor 
we  begin  the  publication  of  the  latest 


compiled  list  of  questions  and  answers 
on  the  mechanism  and  operation  of  the 
air  brake.  These  questions  are  the  result 
of  the  recent  air  brake  men's  association 
meeting  and  are  up-to-date  in  every 
respect.  We  have  engaged  Mr.  George 
Parker  of  the  Iowa  Central,  an  expert  on 
air  brake  matters,  to  edit  this  department, 
and  through  us  he  will  answer  all  ques- 
tions that  may  arise  out  of  each  lesson. 
No  argument  is  necessary  to  convince 
men  whose  duty  it  is  to  do  with  air  brakes 
that  they  should  give  the  closest  attention 
to  this  study  for  a  correct  knowledge  of 
this  subject  has  become  one  of  the  most 
important  subjects  a  conductor  has  to 
master. 

The  following  Division  Cards  have 
been  lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

DIV.  NO.  NAME.  CARD  NO. 

53._   C.  H.  Hurdleston   454 

59   Thomas  Foye_  _  5809 

76  John  Boylen  -  5030 

85..  F.  E.  Detwiler   3415 

88  L.  Banks    5268 

123   J.  A.  Sasser    553 

128  _F.  A.  Hoyt  _.  1378 

179   C.  N.  Alexander   10134 

179  H.  A.  Johnson   683 

196   D.  C.  Shaw    6788 

207  -N.  E.  Wells   3719 

245  J.  C.  Pollard.   9021 

261  J.  H.  Dillen   1566 

261  W.  H.  McDuffie   1603 

266  A.  C.Gould   6548 

266  J.J.Wells   6538 

276  S.  A.  Miller    5505 

293  John  A.  Lewis  -  2395 

313  .-— _W.  P.  Murphy..   8383 

316  -Fred  Davis—   10892 

332  J.  R.  Gillman—   3982 

332  W.  D.  McCoy   8985 


A  clipping  from  an  exchange  sent  us 
says  that  three  bachelors,  each  one  of  the 
best  known  conductors  running  out  of 
Kansas  City,  Captain  Elijah  B.  Sill,  of 
Division  No.  11,  of  the  Santa  Fe,  who 
runs  the  Pacific  coast  limited,  between 
Kansas  City  and  La  Junta,  and  covers 
1,142  miles  in  a  round  trip,  and  is  known 
by  everybody  in  Kansas  south  of  the  Kaw 
river;  Willard  D.  Glass,  of  Division  No. 
55,  who  runs  on  the  Missouri  Pacific  Col- 
orado flyer  between  Kansas  City  and 
Hoisington,  and  Rensselaer  W.  McClure, 
of  Division  No.  3,  who  runs,  "one"  and 
"eight"  between  Kansas  City  and  St. 
Louis,  are  about  to  invade  Europe,  visit- 
ing England,  France,  Holland  and  Swit- 
zerland and  doing  the  Rhine  by  boat. 
They  are  the  invited  guests  of  the  Ameri- 
can line— an  honor  that  falls  to  few  pas- 
senger conductors,  especially  western 
conductors.  They  will  sail  from  New 
York  Wednesday,  August  14,on  the  steam- 
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ship  Kensington,  and  return  leaving 
Southampton  on  the  steamship  St.  Paul, 
Saturday,  September  28. 

It  has  "been  suggested  that  there  would 
be  a  "hot  timeir  on  the  Rhine  on  the 
American  plan  if  they  were  to  cross  lines 
with  our  Grand  Chief  Conductor,  who  is 
also  touring  Europe. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Railroad  and  Ware- 
house Commission  held  July  16th,  1901, 
Wm.  Kilpatrick,  was  elected  Secretary, 
and  Chas.  J.  Smith,  Assistant  Secretary, 
effective  August  1st,  1901. 

A  majority  of  our  members  have  perma- 
nent addresses  and  receive  their  Conduc- 
tors all  right,  but  there  is  a  disposition 
among  one  class  that  moves  from  place 
to  place  to  be  negligent  in  providing  for 
the  delivery  of  Thr  Conductor  until 
it  is  brought  to  their  attention  and  then 
we  receive  an  autograph  letter  asking  if 
we  are  publishing  The  Conductor  any 
longer. 

In  the  rush  of  homestead  seekers  to  El 
Reno,  it  is  said  that  one  conductor  col- 
lected 241  fares  on  top  of  his  train,  from 
persons  who  had  climbed  upon  the  tops  of 
the  passenger  coaches  to  ride.  This 
ought  to  revive  the  popular  idea  of  by- 


fone  days  that  this  conductor  had  made 
is  stake  and  was  ready  to  retire,  how- 
ever the  greater  number  of  those  who 
sprung  this- old  chestnut  are  in  the  asylum 
or  are  cared  for  by  friends  who  humor 
them  in  their  belief. 


The  Railway  Age  states  that  the  Santa 
Fe  has  discontinued  the  handling  of  stock 
trains  on  the  double-header  plan,  in  def- 
erence to  the  claims  of  stock  men  that 
long  trains  were  more  liable  to  delays 
than  short  ones  and  that  as  a  result  cattle 
suffered  more  and  hence  a  greater  shrink- 
age. In  this  connection  we  will  say  that 
we  believe  equal  deference  shown  to  other 
shippers  would  only  be  fair  as  there  are 
many  classes  of  freight  that  suffer  more 
or  less  by  shrinkage. 

We  realize  one  thing  in  the  print- 
ing of  a  magazine,  we  cannot  pro- 
duce one  that  will  please  all  alike.  Tastes 
differ;  one  wants  a  journal  on  the  order  of 
the  Police  Gazette,  with  all  the  latest 
sensations;  another  wants  something 
after  the  order  of  the  Forum  or  North 
American  Review.  The  scope  is  too  large 
to  cover  and  the  contrast  too  marked  to  per- 
mit so  wide  a  variation,  hence  we  have 
confined  our  columns  to  a  vein  of  reading 
along  lines  intended  to  interest  the  aver- 
age progressive  employe. 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  is  not  correct,  detach  this 
coupon  after  filling  out  properly,  and  send  the  same  to  us: 


Change  Ordered  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


PRESENT  ADDRESS. 


Name- 


Box  or  Street  and  No. 


-Division  JHo  


Postofflce   State. 

OLD  ADDRES8 

Postofflce  State. 


»©-Be  Sure  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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Barge- Brother  C.  L.  Bar^e.  Division  22?.  Chillicothe.  III. 
Black— Brother  S.  C.  Black.  Division  87.  Bloom  lo^toa.  111. 

DEKNAN-Wife  of  Brother  C.  Deenan.  Division  2.  Buffalo.  N.  Y, 

De  Armond-Soh  of  Brother  Frank  De  Armond.  Division  41.  Blue  Island.  111. 

Fla NIGAN— Brother  J.  C.  Flanigran,  Division  136.  Huntington,  W.  Va. 
Poland— Brother  R.  S.  Poland.  Division  30.  Sprinsrfield,  Mo. 

Gaines— Brother  S.  C.  Gaines,  Division  88,  Bonis.  Texas. 
Gilloly — Brother  T,  Gillnly.  Division  287.  San  Marcial.  N.  M. 

HEiKiNS-Brother  S.  E.  Herkins.  Division  320.  Dayton.  Ohio. 

LovELL-Brother  M.  Lovell.  Division  181.  Chillicothe.  Ohio. 

McAnna— Brother  D.  McAnna.  Division  212,  Slater,  Mo. 
MEKCKR-DauEhter  of  Brother  C.  F.  Mercer.  Division  119.  Ft.  Wayne.  Ind. 
Moore— Brother  P.  O.  Moore,  Division  145.  Conneaut,  Ohio. 

Patterson— Brother  D.  A.  Patterson.  Division  107.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
POTTKR-Brother  M.  R.  Potter.  Division  52.  Port  Jervis.  N.  Y. 

QpiMBv-Brother  E.  S.  Qnimby.  Division  374.  Elmira.  N,  Y. 

Reynolds — Brother  T.  W.  Reynolds.  Division  30.  Sprinfiffield.  Mo. 
Rodger s — Brother  W.  A.  RodEers.  Division  7.  Houston,  Texas. 
Ross-Brother  W.  E.  Ross.  Division  Zfl7.  Kamloops.  B.  C. 

Van  Busk  irk— Brother  Michael  Van  Buskirk.  Division  153,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 
Wallace— Brother  A,  Wallace.  Division  39.  Louisville.  Ky. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPART- 
MENT. 


AMCMncnt  No.  385,  for  the  death  of  A.  Wallace.  July  22. 1901.  was  iawcd  August  I.  I90L  Thne 

for  payment  expires  Sept  30, 1901. 


BENEFITS  PAID  FROM  JUNE  21,  1901.  TO  JULY  20,  1901,  INCLUSIVE. 


n£ 

NAME. 

CAUSE. 

Div. 

Cert  No. 

Series. 

FOR 

2180 

J  P  Grass 

A  PfiH  f^n  t 

alvvlUvu  ft> 

143 

2582 

B 

Death 

2181 

fi  Q   R  a  r<rAr 
vj.  w •  uaiK«i 

TfnArfr  T^nilnrf* 
uoiui  x  auuiv 

172 

X  §  mt 

3874 

A 

Death 

2182 

J   W  RrnnkR 

•#  •     TV  •    XJ  A.  W&O 

rV>Q 

3150 

c 

Death 

2183 

R    T   W  rvn1  hp  of**  r 

XV*  XV*  X\Vl*lUCU(» 

44 

TI 

275 

jy 

Death 

2184 

TnVin  OrimAft 

*»  VUU    V*  ililvO 

PtilmA  TtlVlAT 

X  UliiiWi      A  UWVl 

232 

<«h/a# 

3855 

B 

Death 

2185 

Matt  Griffin 

Hvnertr  Liver 

AA/P»i  »»*  •    W*f  V* 

164 

3719 

B 

Death 

2186 

P  Iff  Rorahaoher 

a.  •  iu,  a\vi  mvbvuvi 

X  UVUUlVUtCI 

6 

5126 

A 

Death 

2187 

TfkRATlH  OtlRPV 
J  voo|/u  v^ uovy 

R   R  ArHdent 

54 

1558 

A 

Death 

2188 

Thos  Mead 

Tub  fia.  rectm 

x  u  v  •   axo  •  a  wv  waxa 

283 

1261 

c 

Death 

2189 

J.  Early 
A.  E  Rtitts 

luivivu  iiuui  x i aiu 

114 

4384 

B 

XJ 

Death 

A/V»Hi 

2190 

PlfttirA-PnMiTTinntA 

x  awixavs  x  iivumviiin 

6 

7271 

B 

Death 

2191 

J  M  McElhair 

R    R   Acrid  fin  t 

XV •    XV*  AWiUvll* 

143 

5595 

A 

A* 

Death 

2192 

Paul  Hieie 
H.  Corwin 

x  uvuujx/um 

480 

B 

Death 

2193 

Heart  Failure 

3156 

C 

Death 

2194 

T.  M.  Mundy, 

R.  R.  Accident 

95 

852 

C 

Death 

2195 

S.  D.  Covert 

Loss  of  Hand 

70 

5298 

C 

Dis. 

2196 

W.  E.  Dilts 

Consumption 

307 

858 

C 

Death 

2197 

Geo.  A.  Lukins 

Accident 

38 

1808 

B 

Death 

2198 

J.  Hough 

Heart  Failure 

291 

3339 

C 

Death 

2199 

A.  K.  Brown 

Accident 

331 

3562 

C 

Death 

2200 

J.  E.  Benner 

Consumption 

46 

2286 

B 

Death 

2201 

C.  T.  Bowman 

Ac.  Pneumonia 

253 

2565 

A 

Death 

2202 

W.  T.  Landers 

R.  R.  Accident 

43 

1413 

C 

Death 

2203 

C.  E.  Davenport 

R.  R.  Accident 

370 

6737 

A 

Death 

2204 

J.  Hargrove 
W.  W.  Walters 

Loss  of  Leg 

169 

2461 

A 

Dis. 

2205 

Extrav.  of  Ur'e 

143 

3123 

B 

Death 

2206 

G.  C.  Phillips 

Bright's  Disease 

298 

6339 

B 

Death 

2207 

J.  L.  McElhany 

Accident 

1 

2191 

C 

Death 

2208 

C.  A.  Ellis 

R.  R.  Accident 

372 

230 

D 

Death 

AM  T. 


$2,000 
1,000 
3,000 
4,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,000 
1,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,000 
2,000 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 
2,000 
3.000 
3,000 
2,000 
1,000 
3,000 
1,000 
1.000 
2.000 
2,000 
3,000 
4,000 


NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  ASSESSED. 

Series  A,  8,156;  Series  B,  7,432;  Series  C,  5,526;  Series  D,  496;  Series  E,  70.  Amount 
of  Assessment  No.  385,  $41,932. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Received  on  Mortuary  Assessment  to  June  30, 1901   $4,800,545.15 

Received  on  Reserve  Fund  Assessmentto  June  30, 1901   78,146.19 

Received  on  Expense  Assessment  to  June  30, 1901..    80,620.80 

Received  on  Applications,  etc.,  to  June  30, 1901   _   70,177.71 

$5,029,489.85 

Total  Amount  of  benefits  paid  to  June  30,  1901  $4,727,467.00 

Total  Amount  of  expenses  paid  to  June  30, 1901...  _    145,180.65 

Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1901,  Mortuary  Fund   71,078.15 

Cash  on  hand  June  30.  1901,  Reserve  Fund   78.146.19 

Cash  on  hand  June  30, 1901,  Expense  Fund  _   5,617.86 

$5,029,489.85 

EXPENSES  PAID  DURING  JUNE. 

Fees  returned,  $4.00;  Internal  Revenue,  $5.50;  Sundry  expense.  $759.12;  Post  aire, 
$231.95;  Stationerv  and  printing,  $50.25;  Salary,  $463.00;  Medical  Adviser,  $60.00;  Dis- 
ability Ass'ts.,  $33.00. 

W.  J.  MAXWELL,  Secretary. 
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JANNEY  Mma 

The  OBXOOTAXi  ud  LKADXY0  M.  C.  B.  Coupler.  The  cut  here- 
with shews  the  detail  parts  of  the  Janney  Freight  Coupler, 
with  the  names  and  numbers  of  those  parts,  which  should  be 
nsed  in  making  requisitions. 


vJANNETY' 


MAIUFACTBIEO 
OILY  IT 


lift  •?  err»iLs: 


I*. 

>•»•  . 

«A 

IIMUd    .    .  . 

Mt 

f Mylar  CUtlftf 

*»n  i 

Mm 

■Mil. 

M 

Kauctlt  Pin'h  . 

•IWlt 

tea 

tell* 

•u 

C1..I.  Hi  .  .. 

tm 

Unttr*  »l»  . 

IUI 

'"If"     -  •. 

90  H 


81  K       BS.  36  WU 


i*f»tlur»«  fl 

tn  Hcctmv  *  turn  ctg 


THE  M'OONWAY  ft  TORLEY  COMPANY, 

PITTSBURG,  PI. 
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Che 
Cower 


Coupler.. 


MANUFACTURED  ONLY  BY 


national  Malleable  Castings  Co. 


CLEVELAND 
CHICAGO  TOLEDO 
INDIANAPOLIS 


for 

freight 
Passenger 
m  engine 


8EXD  FOR  DESCRIPTIVE  PAMPHLET 


Whea  Writing-  to  Adrertisers  Please  Mention  The  Railway  Conductor. 


E.  "  KNOWN  THE  WOfttO  OVtR 
HA5  *fctc»VlD  THE  K*ME1T  tWOOWtWLmjj 
mow  m MitntAi  wAcnnowtft.  Tt»e*usut 
UtBTNC  »»nmttWT  wOyUMOfw  AnQ  CATXntRl 
WALTER  fUKtR  Ar€0.  Umllod 


FUN  FOR  LODGE  ROOMS 

mr*S+  Mama  simm  I .1  ■mm  mm  f^. 


no  *y  -i  Htm  or  icosouiTiKEi 

THE  EDISON 
PHONOGRAPH 

Jllae  Sljlea,  bora  fw-oo  to  ):aa>» 


Nout 
Cenuioa 

WttSoat 


Cat*:.-.  .f  i  &: 
NATIOXAJ.  KltOXOGR, 
Kr.  Vork  OS(V,  in 
C*ka«a  oflioi.  M4  W« 
l'orei«n  IVi'l  •  IS  CcJm  • 


'■•:«. 

Trade 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

vosei 

PIANOS 

^^^^^^^^  ♦ 

«-r    r»0*lvtrv|    mar*    Ut^rniiU     r-  n- ■  J* 

man's  loday  from  no  artUtlc  iub«<  \ 
•aim  than  all  oihar  ataRa*  camulaad.  * 

we  : 

Challenge  j 
Comparisons.  : 


By  our  aaay  pirmtil  nUr..  avary 
family  In  mndrrnie  clrcurailtneai 
can  »«a  a  ftna  plana.  W*  allow  a 
llbaral  discount  for  old  lB«lrun>«nti 
la  iicbkBf*.  nod  dallvar  th*  plana  In 
riur  haiitf  (rtt  of  upinit.  Toucan 
-!  -  x  I  with  ua  at  a  dtatanl  polo]  th«  aaaia 
aa  la  Roaton.  dand  lor  calaluaua  and 
full  Information. 

VOSE  &  SONS  PIANO  CO.,  , 

K.i  BoyMlOD  Mrfc!,     -     -    Boat  on. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»>»•»»»♦»»•♦♦♦+»♦♦ 


We  always  keep  Piso's  Care  for  Coo- 
sumption  in  the  house  for  cough*  sad 

colas.  The  children  beg  for  it.  Wr  hive 
recommended  It  to  our  neighbors. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  BjOMBjA 
Box  43.  Augusta.  Ok  la..  Sept.  5,  J 

Pino'*  Care  for  Consumption  ct 
my  daughter  of  an  awful  cough  which 
whooping  cough  had  left  her  with.  I 
say  that  It  Is  the  best  remedy  for  con 

1  ever  used. 

Admbbrt  C.  Pahororm, 
Conway.  Mich.,  Scot.  17.  J 
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The  Westinghosse  Air  Brake  Co., 

HTTSiUIGH,  FA. 
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CEDAR  RAPIDS,  IOWA,  SEPTEMER,  1901. 


No.  9. 


BY  SISTER  MARTIN. 


There  was  a  meeting  at  Sister  Mack's, 
called  by  her  to  discuss  matters  "purely 
auxiliary." 

Sister  Mack  always  sent  out  these  little 
perplexing  notes  when  she  had  one  of  her 
bright  ideas  in  mind.  Sister  Mack  was 
profound;  when  she  began  to  unravel 
one  of  her  theories  we  didn't  know  where 
she  would  lead  us  nor  how  far  we  would 
follow  her  until  we  should  become 
swamped,  but  by  clinging  close  to  her 
she  always  led  us  successfully  through 
some  plan  that  would  have  been  a  credit 
to  our  government  diplomats. 

The  meeting  was  arranged  for  Friday, 
and  Friday  is  a  day  for  bad  luck,  but 
Sister  Mack  seemed  to  defy  the  evils  that 
tradition  set  aside  to  follow  this  day  and 
in  response  to  her  summons  a  baker's 
dozen  responded.  When  someone  sug- 
gested that  the  number  present— thirteen 
—together  with  Friday  as  a  day  of  meet- 
ing, looked  rather  ominous  for  any  plan 
Sister  Mack  might  have,  she  said  the 
signs  could  not  be  more  propituous  for 
her  plans,  and  immediately  took  her  sta- 
tion at  the  head  of  the  little  circle.  When 
a  hush  fell  upon  the  little  assembly— and 
I  wish  to  assure  you  that  thirteen  women 
were  actually  silent  for  more  than  ten 
seconds — Sister  Mack  said : 

"Sisters,  I  have  requested  you  to  meet 
here  today  to  discuss  a  plan  I  have  in 
mind  that  I  believe  involves  the  true 
spirit  or  the  basic  principle  upon  which 
our  Auxiliary  rests." 

Sister  Greenly  looked  at  Sister  Brown 
and  winked  her  approval  and  Sister 
French  looked  at  me  with  a  look  that 


said :  look  out,  she  has  something  up  her 
sleeve,  as  Ed  sometimes  says  when  he 
means  that  someone  has  a  motive  con- 
cealed back  of  an  apparently  open  action. 

"Our  Auxiliary,"  she  went  on,  "is  not 
maintained  alone  for  the  social  features 
that  surround  it.  If  we  have  been  a  suc- 
cess socially  it  has  been  because  we  have 
worked  to  that  end.  We  can  only  suc- 
ceed in  anything  by  throwing  our  whole 
soul  in  the  work  and  by  earnest  endeavor 
try  to  reach  the  goal  of  our  ambition.  I 
believe  there  are  assembled  here  the  most 
earnest  workers  of  our  little  band." 

Here  a  flush  of  pleasure  mounted  the 
cheek  of  every  one,  for  women  will  be 
women,  you  know,  and  love  a  compli- 
ment. Sister  Henning  did  cast  a  sly 
glance  at  Sister  Nevins  that  looked  rather 
disapproving,  for  you  see  Sister  Nevins 
had  not  been  to  meeting  for  ever  so  long, 
and  it  seemed  she  was  scarcely  deserving 
of  the  compliment  "earnest  worker," 
still  to  her  credit  it  must  be  said  that  she 
attended  every  one  of  Sister  Mack's  dis- 
cussion meetings. 

"We  are  the  ones  upon  which  every 
progressive  movement  logically  de- 
pends," said  Sister  Mack,  looking  di- 
rectly at  Sister  Nevins.  The  plan  I  have 
in  mind  is  simply  to  start  a  preliminary 
•  investigation  of  the  reason  for  non- 
attendance  of  our  husbands  at  their 
meetings." 

A  shocked  look  came  to  the  face  of  Sis- 
ter Brown,  who  threw  up  her  hands  and 
said: 

"Well,  goodness  me!  If  that  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  meeting  it  appears  to  me  that 
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we  had  better  adjourn.  I,  for  one,  don't 
believe  that  it's  any  of  my  business  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  reasons  why  Mr. 
Brown  does  not  attend  Division  meet- 
ings. He  is  clearly  his  own  boss,  and  I 
am  sure  that  any  interference  on  my  part 
or  suggestions  of  his  duty  in  that  con- 
nection would  be  promptly  met  with  an 
advice  to  attend  to  my  own  business." 

"We  will  get  to  that  later  on,  Sister 
Brown,"  said  Sister  Mack,  smiling  sweet- 
ly. "These  investigations  may  be  carried 
to  any  extent  deemed  advisable,  but  they 
must  convey  clearly  the  specific  reasons 
why  they  absent  themselves  from  their 
meetings.  It  must  be  understood  that 
this  action  on  the  part  of  this  special 
body  is  intended  for  their  ultimate  good 
and  our  consequent  benefit.  If  I  did  not 
see  any  benefit  to  be  derived  from  associ- 
ation in  an  organization  founded  upon  the 
principles  of  the  Order  to  which  our  hus- 
bands belong,  I  would  not  lend  any  effort 
toward  it,  but  1  do  see  much  in  it  to  war- 
rant every  effort  that  it  is  possible  to  give, 
and  this  meeting  is  called  with  the  purpose 
in  mind  of  solving  a  question  upon  which 
their  interests  depend.  I  have  here,"  said 
Sister  Mack,  going  to  the  side-board  and 
lifting  a  cover,  "a  beautiful  cut-glass 
bowl,  which  I  will  present  to  the  Sister 
who  will,  at  our  next  meeting,  give  me 
the  best  written  statement  of  reasons  why 
her  husband  does  not  attend  his  Division 
meetings  and  why  his  support  is  not  more 
generally  given  to  the  Order." 

There  were  exclamations  of  admiration 
from  everyone  present.  Sister  Brown 
always  did  love  cut-glass,  and  when  the 
sunlight  fell  upon  it,  causing  its  rainbow 
hues  to  scintillate  and  almost  dazzle  the 
eye,  she  said : 

"Really,  I  did  not  understand  how 
simple  the  task  required  of  us.  I  shall 
certainly  work  hard  to  present  a  good  re- 
port of  the  reasons  why  Mr.  Brown  does 
not  attend.  I  think  it  just  shameful  that 
he  neglects  his  duty,  and  at  our  next 
meeting  you  shall  know  just  what  his 
reasons  are." 

"And  I,  too,"  said  Sister  Greenly. 

"Sisters,  I  have  not  much  criticism  to 
make  against  my  husband,  for  I  have 
been  derelict  in  my  duties  toward  my  own 
lodge ;  still  I  have  always  rendered  such 


assistance  as  was  in  my  power  to  the 
plans  originated  by  Sister  Mack." 

At  this  speech  from  Sister  Nevins  we 
all  clapped  our  hands.  She  continued : 

"Perhaps  I  should  not  judge  the  effort 
of  the  Auxiliary  to  add  funds  to  our 
treasury  or  provide  pleasure  for  ourselves 
in  the  shape  of  socials  or  entertainments, 
but  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  any- 
thing in  them  that  I  could  directly  con- 
strue as  truly  auxiliary  to  the  Order  to 
which  our  husbands  belong.  It  is  true  that 
our  teas  and  luncheons  are  open  to  them, 
but  Tom  has  a  hard  run  and  he  would 
much  rather  enjoy  a  bite  with  the  chil- 
dren and  I  than  fix  up  to  go  to  some  ones' 
house  to  partake  of  a  few  delicacies  that 
don't  stick  to  a  workingman's  ribs.  I 
have  always  found  something  well- 
founded  in  Sister  Mack's  plans  and  they 
always  tend  to  touch  the  spot.  I  am 
ready  with  my  whole  heart  to  do  my  share 
toward  her  plans  now,  even  though  she 
has  not  revealed  to  what  purpose  she  in- 
tends to  put  our  reports." 

"Bravo!  Bravo!"  we  all  cried 

As  a  little  bell  tinkled,  Sister  Mack 
called  the  meeting  to  a  close  and  invited 
us  into  the  dining  room,  where  she  had 
arranged  a  most  dainty  luncheon.  Dur- 
ing the  repast  each  one  added  to  the 
assurances  she  had  already  given, 
that  she  would  furnish  specific  reasons 
why  her  husband  absented  himself  from 
meetings  of  his  Division. 

During  the  two  weeks  that  followed  no 
one  could  say  what  the  other  members  of 
the  "Sherlock  Holmes"  club  were  doing 
—a  name  that  I  have  applied  and  which 
seems  fitting  to  the  work  before  us.  Each 
was  working  in  a  way  peculiar  to  herself, 
saying  nothing  of  her  progress  to  any- 
one. Each  one  felt  that  she  was  striving, 
not  only  for  a  premium  offered  by  Sister 
Mack,  but  that  she  was  contributing  to 
the  Auxiliary  by  aiding  in  Sister  Mack's 
plans.  At  last  the  day  for  the  reports 
came.  Not  one  of  the  baker's  dozen  was 
absent.  Sister  Mack  showed  her  pleas- 
ure in  every  look,  and  when  the  meeting 
was  called  to  order  there  were  looks  of 
anticipation  from  all.  The  hum  of  gossip 
ceased  the  instant  Sister  Mack  took  her 
station. 

"I  suppose,  Sisters,  you  have  all  tried 
so  hard  to  carry  away  the  premium  offered 
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for  the  best  paper  that  it  will  be  hard  to 
determine  who  is  winner,  still  I  hope  the 
award  will  go  where  it  should.  We  will 
begin  alphabetically,  if  yon  have  no  ob- 
jection, to  receive  the  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject before  us.  Sister  Brown,  is  yours 
ready?" 

"It  is,  Sister  Mack." 

"Just  pass  them  to  me  and  I  will  ar- 
range them  in  their  order  of  reading." 

"Oh,  dear!  are  our  opinions  to  be 
aired  publicly— that  is,  before  the  Sisters 
here?"  said  Sister  Simpson. 


reading,  I  believe.  I  will  take  up  Sister 
Brown's  paper  first." 

"Sisters:  Recognizing  the  necessity  of 
concerted  action  in  any  enterprise,  and 
having  faith  in  the  wisdom  of  Sister 
Mack  who  has  demonstrated  her  general- 
ship in  so  many  matters  of  interest  to  the 
Auxiliary,  I  have  applied  myself  to  the 
study  of  the  reasons  for  absence  from 
Division  meetings.  I  waited  until  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Division  in  order  to 
have  a  specific  case  to  report  and  one 
that  would  present  the  subject  in  its 
freshest  phase. 

"Mr.  Brown  tore  the  wrapper  from  his 


WHAT  A  COW  DID  TO  A  SOCK  ISLAND  TRAIN 


"Certainly.  We  are  gathered  here  for 
a  common  purpose  and  unless  we  work 
in  unison  we  can  accomplish  nothing," 
said  Sister  Mack. 

"Mine  is  written  so  horrid  bad  that  no 
one  can  read  it,"  said  Sister  Warren  as 
she  handed  in  her  neatly  written  manu- 
script that  resembled  copper  plate.  Sis- 
ter Mack  made  no  comment  and  just  a 
shade  of  disappointment  crossed  Sister 
"Warren's  face  at  the  nonchalent  air  in 
which  it  was  received. 

"I  have  them  arranged  in  their  order  of 


Conductor  shortly  after  he  had  finished 
breakfast  and  glanced  at  the  few  pictures 
it  contained,  then  threw  it  down.  A  copy 
of  David  Harum  next  caught  his  eye,  but 
that,  too,  soon  tired  him  and  he  threw  it 
down.  Several  copies  of  Leslie's  which 
were  kindly  loaned  to  me  were  taken  up 
and  the  pictures  read  with  great  relish, 
after  which  he  threw  that  away  and 
stretched  himself  out  under  the  trees 
to  smoke  and  mentally  calculate  how 
much  the  latest  wage  schedule  would 
help  his  pay  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
Lunch  was  announced  and  after  that 
meal  I  called  his  attention,  as  I  always 
do,  to  the  fact  that  this  was  meeting  day. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC^ 


676 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


Only  a  short  grant  of  dissatisfaction  was 
my  answer.  As  time  neared  the  hour  of 
meeting  1  asked  him  why  he  never  found 
an  excuse  to  go  to  meeting  any  more. 
*0h,  I  don't  know;  they  never  do  any- 
thing up  there  but  chew  the  rag,  and 
none  has  the  welfare  of  the  Order  at 
heart  enough  to  try  to  do  anything  to 
help  a  fellow,  and  I'm  sick  of  such  an 
Order.' 

"During  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon 
he  worried  the  cat  and  spanked  Annie  for 
being  fretful,  and  finally  went  off  to  bed, 
complaining  that  Sunday  was  the  longest 
day  of  the  week." 

There  was  a  jolly  laugh  all  around  as 
Sister  Martin  said,  "I  guess  that  Sister 
Brown's  experience  will  find  a  common 
vein  in  all  our  papers  on  the  subject." 

"I  will  now  read  Sister  Calloway's  pa- 
per," said  Sister  Mack. 

"Sisters:  As  I  understand  the  nature 
of  these  papers  we  are  to  give  the  actual 
reasons  for  non-attendance  at  meetings 
by  our  husbands.  In  these  premises  I 
have  no  hope  of  presenting  anything  so 
meritorious  as  to  win  the  trophy  but  can 
only  give  my  most  recent  experience  with 
my  husband  in  my  attempt  to  have  him 
attend  Division  meeting  last  meeting. 
The  following  is  a  part  of  our  conversa- 
tion as  nearly  as  I  can  recall  it: 

"  'Are  you  going  to  meeting  today,  Cal? 
they  say  that  you  haven't  been  in  the  hall 
for  several  months.' 

"  'Nothing  going  on;  what's  the  use?' 

"  'Don't  you  have  enough  to  talk  about 
to  interest  you?' 

"  'Would  if  anybody  come.' 

"  'Who  does  the  talking  when  every- 
body comes?' 

"  'Everybody.' 

"  'Who  talks  when  only  a  few  come?' 
"  'Nobody.' 

"  'Why,  then,  don't  everybody  turn  out 
and  talk  over  the  things  that  interest  all 
and  thus  make  all  your  meetings  interest- 
ing?' 

"  'Well,  I'll  tell  you  how  I'm  fixed;  after 
I  miss  a  few  meetings  I  don't  have  the 
same  desire  to  go.  There  are  a  few  that 
make  meetings  pretty  interesting,  it's  their 
natural  tact,  you  see.  When  they  stay 
away  the  stuff's  all  off  for  a  good  meet- 
ing, and  the  rest  of  us  just  sit  around  like 
stokih'  bottles  and  don't  think  of  a  thing 
to  say  till  the  Division  is  closed.  I'd 
rather  stay  at  home  and  kick  up  a  fuss 
than  go  there  and  spend  an  hour  doing 
nothing.   That's  me.'  " 

There  was  a  general  silence  following 
the  reading  of  this  paper,  and  Sister  Mack 
took  up  the  next. 

"I  will  now  read  Sister  Henning's  pa- 
per:" 

"Dear  Sisters— The  reason  that  my 


husband  does  not  attend  more  regularly 
—I  say  more  regularly,  for  he  has 
not  attended  but  one  meeting  in  sixteen— 
is  because  he  says  that  he  'made  his  hol- 
ler,' several  times  before  the  Division,  as 
he  expresses  it,  against  the  unjust  treat- 
ment he  is  receiving  and  has  never  had  a 
single  case  taken  up  by  the  Division.  He 
says  men  are  no  Brothers  who  can  ignore 
complaints  like  his  and  he  don't  intend  to 
give  them  any  of  his  time." 

This  paper  was  followed  by  expressions 
of  sympathy  from  several  members  of 
the  Auxiliary,  who  thought  that  his  was  a 
good  reason,  indeed,  for  keeping  away 
from  so  un appreciative  body  of  men. 

Sister  French's  paper  was  taken  up  and 
an  excuse  made  by  Sister  Mack  that  she 
had  unintentionally  gotten  it  out  of  its 
order,  but  no  objection  was  raised.  She 
said: 

"My  husband  says  that  his  ran  is  so 
hard  that  he  don't  get  rested  from  Satur- 
day night  to  Monday  morning,  but  I  no- 
ticed that  he  took  in  the  ball  game  on 
Sunday-  afternoon  at  the  park,  when  he 
might  have  been  at  Division  meeting.  I 
reminded  him  of  the  day,  as  I  always  do, 
but  he  went  away  to  stretch  his  legs  a  bit 
and  got  carried  away  with  the  crowd  go- 
ing to  the  game.  Other  Sundays  he  sits 
and  finds  fault  with  the  Order  because 
they  don't  pension  all  their  old  conduc- 
tors at  halt  pay,  or  grumbles  at  the  dele- 

Sates  to  Grand  Division  because  they 
on't  knock  down  the  extra  assessments 
that  are  making  us  poor." 

"Well,  I  just  think  he  is  right,  too," 
said  Sister  Warren  indignantly.  "They 
have  established  a  reserve  fund,  and  now 
they  have  got  up  what  they  call  a  relief 
fund  and  have  got  the  double-headers  on 
the  insurance  slips  every  third  month.  I 
think  Brother  French  is  pretty  near 
right." 

"You  will  give  your  attention  to  Sister 
Kellar's  paper,"  said  Sister  Mack. 

"Beg  pardon,  Sister  Mack,  but  you 
have  not  read  my  paper.  My  name  be- 
gins G,"  said  Sister  Greenly. 

"Excuse  me,  Sister  Greenly;  I  have  it 
here." 

"Sisters— Mr.  Greenly  finds  his  excuse 
for  non-attendance  in  the  fact  that  the  of 
fleers  of  his  Division  have  been  in  office 
two  years  and  have  not  even  completed 
the  memorizing  of  the  opening  and  clos- 
ing charges.  He  says  that  verbal  com- 
plaints involving  serious  charges  against 
the  company  have  fallen  upon  dear  ears 
in  the  Division  room  by  those  who  have 
been  constituted  officers  to  take  up  ap- 
peals of  this  nature." 
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"Well,  who  are  those  officers,  I  won- 
der?" asked  Sister  Simpson  indignantly. 
"I  should  think  they  could  be  im- 
peached." 

"You  will  give  your  attention  to  Sister 
Kellar's  paper:" 

"Mr.  Kellar  pleads  laziness  only  as  an 
excuse." 

"I  have  Sister  Kline's  paper  for  the 
next." 

4  'Mr.  Kline  says  that  he  has  not  been 
treated  fairly.  He  remitted  his  assess- 
ment only  three  days  after  the  time  for 
payment  and  was  informed  that  he  had 
forfeited  his  insurance.  This  cost  him 
an  extra  dollar  to  secure  the  very  same 
certificate  only  a  different  number.  He 
says  that  numbers  come  pretty  high.  He 
also  says  that  The  Conductor  is  filled 
up  with  a  lot  of  letters  from  correspond- 
ents who  are  not  in  train  service,  who 
have  become  back  numbers,  and  that  the 
editorial  is  all  so  dry  that  the  bible  would 
be  a  joke  book  beside  it." 

There  was  a  titter  around  the  circle  as 
Sister  Mack  concluded  the  reading  of 
this  letter.  Her  face  was  serene,  how- 
ever, as  she  took  up  Sister  Lane's  letter. 

"Prom  Sister  Lane,"  she  said. 

"Mr.  Lane  goes  to  every  meeting  when 
he  is  in,  but  says  that  when  his  term  of 
office  is  expired  he  will  let  the  others  go 
up  to  the  hall  and  visit  the  empty 
chairs." 

"Well,  we  don't  blame  him,  either," 
came  a  chorus. 

"Sister  Nevins  comes  next." 

"Mr.  Nevins*  run  takes  him  away  from 
this  terminal  every  Sunday.  He  says 
that  he  would  like  to  attend  meetings  and 
would  do  so  were  he  so  situated  that  he 
could.  He  has  his  money  ready  for  every 
assessment,  and  says  it  is  money  well  in- 
vested." 

"Sister  Martin's  letter  comes  now." 

"Mr.  Martin  is  one  of  the  oldest  con- 
ductors in  passenger  service  here  today, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  oldest  member 
in  the  Division.  He  has  always  taken 
active  interest  and  often  waits  with  much 
eagerness  for  someone  to  come  and  help 
him  mount  the  stairway  leading  to  the 
Division  room.  He  has  been  forgotten  of 
late,  however,  and  feels  badly  over  it.  He 
is  much  gratified  over  the  action  of  the 
St.  Paul  convention,  for  he  says  that  he 
will  never  be  able  to  take  out  another 
train." 

Sister  Mack  then  said:  "My  own  pa- 
per." 

"Mr.  Mack  says,  The  Order  is  just  what 
we  make  it.  At  present  it  does  not  receive 
the  support  of  fifty  per  cent  of  the  mem- 
bership.  It  is  every  wife's  duty  to  see 
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that  her  husband  is  surrounded  at  all 
times  with  those  influences  that  tend  to 
elevate  his  character  and  improve  his 
mind.  She  is  his  helpmeet,  and  upon  her 
he  depends  to  a  certain  extent  for  advice. 
He  seeks  her  counsel  if  she  be  conserva- 
tive. Upon  her  his  success  largely  de- 
pends. Her  gentle  influence  can  weld 
shackles  on  his  limbs  or  give  him  pinions 
to  rise  above  those  who  struggle  in 
contention  from  morning  till  night.  If 
she  accept  the  duty,  she  can  constitute 
herself  the  guiding  star  of  the  Order,  for 
by  her  influence  all  those  who  have  proved 
recreant  to  the  trusts  reposed  in  them  can 
be  led  to  see  their  duty  clearly." 

"Good!  Good  for  Mr.  Mack.  His  faith 
in  woman  is  just  lovely!"  we  all  cried. 

"Listen  to  Sister  Simpson's  paper." 

"I  have  my  husband  with  me  but  four 
nights  in  the  week.  When  Sundav  comes 
I  want  him  to  myself.  If  the  Division 
has  matters  of  business  to  execute  there 
are  enough  without  him,  and  I  have 
planted  my  foot  firmly  against  his  at- 
tending meetings.  I  don't  care  whether 
he  retains  his  membership  at  all  or  not, 
for  the  Order  does  not  give  us  our  sup- 
port." 

There  was  no  reply  to  Sister  Simpson's 
paper. 

"Last  comes  Sister  Warren's  paper." 

"Mr.  Warren  says  that  his  only  time  to 
attend  to  business  is  on  Sunday,  and  if 
he  expects  to  get  any  pleasure  it  must  be 
on  that  day.  His  horse  takes  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  and  in  order  to  get  any- 
thing out  of  him  he  must  be  driven  regu- 
larly and  exercised.  His  Division  meet- 
ings conflict  with  these  duties,  and  he 
feels  that  his  service  as  their  Chief  Con- 
ductor for  two  terms  ought  to  release 
him  from  attendance  and  active  duty  in 
the  Division  room.  He  says  that  he  is 
too  busy  to  read  the  journal  when  it 
comes,  and  when  he  does  open  it  he  says 
that  it  has  nothing  in  it  but  a  calamity 
howl  from  a  lot  of  fellows  who  don't  know 
how  to  take  care  of  a  job  when  they  get  one 
and  want  to  use  the  journal  to  air  their 
petty  grievances  that  ought  to  be  straight- 
ened out  in  their  local  Divisions.  He 
says  that  the  officers  of  the  Division  are 
doing  all  they  can  with  the  support  they 
get,  and  if  the  members  would  obey  the 
laws  they  would  have  a  big  turnout  at 
every  meeting.  What  they  want  is  some- 
one to  club  them  out." 

"Brother.  Warren  is  prescribing  a  rather 
drastic  formula  for  himself,"  said  Sister 
Mack,  laughing.   Then  continuing,  said: 

"Now,  Sisters,  let  us  look  into  these 
laws  suggested  by  Brother  Warren.  I 
have  a  copy  of  the  constitution  and 
statutes  of  the  Order  here  and  they  give 
a  specific  remedy  for  the  many  com- 
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plaints  we  have  heard.  If  we  are  to  merit 
the  high  place  in  the  esteem  that  every 
wife  is  held  and  are  to  be  taken  into 
counsel  in  matters  pertaining  to  their 
welfare,  let  ns  understand  the  surround- 
ings that  affect  those  conditions  that  ob- 
tain for  us,"  said  Sister  Mack  taking  up 
a  copy  of  the  laws  governing  the  Order. 

"Brother  Brown  says  that  they  chew 
the  rag  and  don't  do  anything  to  help  a 
Brother."  Let  us  see  what  Section  64, 
lines  18  and  20,  say: 

"No  complaint  will  be  considered  that 
is  not  reduced  to  writing." 

"Did  Brother  Brown  make  his  com- 
plaint to  his  Division  in  this  manner?" 

"Of  course  not;  what  is  the  secretary 
for?"  said  Sister  Brown  in  an  injured 
tone. 

"The  laws  must  be  subserved  to  the 
letter  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  complain- 
ant to  state  his  grievance  in  writing.  If 
he  has  not  done  so  he  has  no  complaint, 
for  it  indicates  that  he  has  not  the  courage 
to  stand  by  his  statement  when  the  same 
is  taken  up  for  adjustment  before  the 
officials." 

"I  did  not  think  of  that.  O,  but  won't 
I  poke  him  up  when  he  makes  the  next 
complaint  to  me  aboot  no  one  helping 
him!" 

"Brother  Calloway  says  that  upon  a 
few  depends  the  life  of  the  meeting  and 
when  they  are  absent  no  interest  is  there. 
I  will  ask  you,  Sister  Calloway,  did 
Brother  Calloway  ever  use  his  influence 
to  secure  the  attendance  of  those  whom 
he  felt  were  necessary  to  having  an  in- 
teresting session?" 

"Oh,  my,  no!" 

"Has  he  ever  intimated  to  them  that 
attendance  would  be  increased  at  meet- 
ings if  they  in  whom  this  interest  is 
centered  would  but  come  out?" 

"I  think  not." 

"Then  your  duty  lies  in  that  direction; 
it  may  appear  humble  to  have  your 
husband  solicit  the  attendance  of  other 
members  whose  duty  is  to  attend  with- 
out solicitation,  but  who  can  tell  how  far 
or  how  deep  such  words  may  sink  into  an 
appreciative  heart  when  told  that  the 
attendance  of  his  brother  depends  upon 
his  versatility.  Will  you  try  with  your 
influence  to  accomplish  this?" 

"I  will." 


"Brother  Henning  has  substantially  the 
same  complaint  as  Brother  Brown." 

"Sister  Mack,  I  did  not  understand 
their  laws  and  I  believe  that  his  com- 
plaint was  only  a  verbal  one.  I  will  use 
my  influence  to  get  him  to  attend  meet- 
ings and  will  read  his  laws  with  him  and 
discuss  them  so  that  he  will  be  perfectly 
conversant  with  them." 

"That  is  a  noble  resolution  on  your 
part,  Sister  Henning,"  said  Sister  Mack. 
"Now  comes  Brother  French's  com- 
plaint:" 

"He  says  that  he  don't  get  rested.  Tell 
Brother  French  to  try  Hoods  Sarsaparilla; 
it's  good  for  'that  tired  feeling.'  As  to 
his  complaint  about  pensioning  all  old 
men  on  the  premiums  paid  in  on  insur- 
ance, I  will  state  that  the  premiums  now 
paid  in  are  not  sufficient  to  pay  the 
claims  of  the  department  for  death  and 
disability.  If  he  complains  about  his 
assessments  being  high  now,  what  must 
he  /expect  if  an  assessment  would  be 
added  to  cover  an  amount  sufficient  to 
pension  all  the  old  men?  As  it  is  now, 
each  member  pays  in  sixteen  dollars  a 
year;  at  this  rate  it  would  take  nearly 
sixty- three  years  to  pay  out  one  thousand 
dollars.  Add  that  to  his  age  when  he 
was  promoted  and  became  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  insurance  department 
of  the  Order  and  you  have  a  man  close  to 
ninety  years  of  age.  The  average  policy 
runs  about  fifteen  years.  During  this 
time  the  deceased  pays  in  $240  and  his 
beneficiaries  draws  out  $1000.  No  one 
will  ever  pay  in  the  full  face  of  his  policy. 
How  then  can  such  a  margin  be  main- 
tained that  will  justify  the  payment  of  a 
pension?" 

"Oh,  I  didn't  see  it  in  that  light,  Sister 
Mack.  I  supposed  that  there  was  an  in- 
exhaustable  fund  at  headquarters  —  at 
least  it  seemed  they  had  money  hoarded 
away  that  could  never  be  used." 

"They  are  not  coining  money  there, 
Sister  French  " 

"Well,  I  understand  it  now.  I'll  jnst 
set  a  bee  buzzing  in  George's  bonnet  the 
next  time  he  says  pension  to  me.  But  it's 
a  great  deal  like  some  of  his  other  ideas 
of  household  economy  that  he  tries  to 
preach  to  me.  His  theories  don't  work 
out  worth  a  cent  when  he  tries  to  make 
the  money  reach  at  pay-day." 
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"I  am  glad  to  know  that  yon  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  insurance  plans 
upon  which  payments  are  based,  and  I 
trust  you  will  be  successful  in  making 
Brother  French  understand  them.  Now 
comes  Brother  Greenly's  excuse:  He 
says  that  the  officers  don't  memorize 
charges  and  that  verbal  complaints  fall 
upon  deaf  ears." 

"Yon  have  heard  the  law  read,  Sister 
Greenly,  about  submitting  complaints; 
don't  you  think  that  if  Brother  Greenly 
governed  himself  according  to  the  de- 


a  kindly  way,  showing  the  beauty  and  im- 
pressiveness  of  memorized  delivery." 

"I  will,  Sister  Mack;  I  have  learned  a 
great  deal  this  afternoon  in  the  way  that 
I  can  help  my  husband  to  attend  to  his 
duties  better  and  I  will  put  them  into  ef- 
fect at  once." 

"I  am  pleased  to  hear  you  say  this, 
Sister  Greenly.  Now  comes  Brother  Lane: 
An  able  support  will  change  Brother 
Lane's  mind,  for  I  believe  that  he  has 
the  Order  at  heart  and  will  serve  them  as 
long  as  they  wish,  if  you  will  but  encour- 
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mands  of  the  laws  that  his  complaint 
would  receive  recognition?" 

"Well,  surely  I  don't  know." 

"Let  me  assure  you  then,  that  his  com- 
plaint would  receive  recognition,  for  my 
husband  has  often  expressed  a  desire  to 
take  up  Brother  Greenly's  case  if  he  will 
but  submit  it  to  the  Division  according  to 
the  provisions  of  their  laws,"  said  Sister 
Mack, with  something  like  a  decision  to  her 
tone.  "As  to  memorizing  charges,  ask 
him  to  bring  the  matter  up  in  meeting  in 


age  him,  Sister  Lane." 

"Thank  you;  I  will  do  so." 

"Brother  Martin  comes  next;  I  need  not 
urge  any  of  you  in  this  case.  I  feel  that 
each  of  you  will  make  personal  effort  to 
have  your  husbands  call  for  Brother  Mar- 
tin and  help  him  up  the  stairs.  It  will  be 
an  incentive  too,  to  them,  seeing  his  loy- 
alty." 

"My  own  paper  needs  no  comment,  for 
I  have  said  nothing  new  from  what  I  have 
said  on  other  occasions." 
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"We  have  not  heard  from  Brother  Simp- 
son at  all.  Sister  Simpson  has  expressed 
her  sovereignty,  but  that  is  all.  Does  any 
one  present  know  Brother  Simpson's  at- 
titude toward  his  Order?" 

"Am  I  to  consider  myself  ignored?" 
said  Sister  Simpson  rising  stiffly. 

"Certainly  not!  We  felt  that  he  must 
have  some  kindly  feeling  for  an  Order 
whose  representatives  got  him  re- instated 
after  a  summary  dismissal;  that  usually 
means  a  hopeless  case.  That  is  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  Order— to  help  a  Brother 
in  distress.  Has  he  so  far  forgotten  the 
help  rendered  him,  that  he  now  ignores 
the  Order?  Your  authority  over  him  gives 
him  no  chance  to  show  his  gratitude  or 
help  those  who  may  become  similarly  en- 
tangled. My  husband  may  need  his  coun- 
sel and  assistance,  but  if  he  is  not  at 
meetings  to  give  it,  where  should  he  look 
for  it?  The  very  influence  that  you  are 
exerting  to  keep  him  away  from  his  meet- 
ings is  taking  away  from  him  his  great- 
est protection  in  time  of  trouble  which* 
comes  to  all  our  husbands  sooner  or  later. 
When  that  time  does  come  and  he  looks 
around  him  for  protection,  will  it  afford 
you  any  consolation  in  the  thought  that 
you  were  the  cause  of  severing  his  con- 
nection with  the  Order?" 

"Oh,  please  don't  put  it  that  way, 
Sister  Mack,"  said  Sister  Simpson  trem- 
ulously. "Really,  had  I  known  the  im- 
portance of  attendance,  I  should  not  have 
uttered  the  words  in  my  paper.  If  Harry 
is  a  factor  of  the  great  work  that  belongs 
to  the  Order,  he  will  have  my  assistance 
hereafter.  It  was  I  who  had  forgotten 
the  noble  work  done  by  the  members  to 
get  him  re-instated.  I  alone  am  to  blame. 
I  know  that  he  will  never  forget  them  and 
would  do  anything  in  his  power  to  further 
the  interests  of  the  Order,  had  I  not  ob- 
jected to  his  going  to  meetings." 

"Sister  Simpson,  we  all  heartily  con- 
gratulate you  upon  your  decision.  Brother 
Simpson  is  one  of  those  members  whose 
presence  adds  to  the  life  of  the  meetings 
and  upon  him,  perhaps,  depends  the  at- 
tendance of  several  others.  Will  you  ask 
him  to  go  next  meeting  and  regularly 
hereafter  and  urge  him  to  keep  in  mind 
those  who  assisted  him  and  give  the 
credit  to  the  Order  which  binds  them  to- 
gether for  that  purpose?" 


"I  will,"  said  Sister  Simpson,  wiping 
the  tears  from  her  eyes  and  looking  up 
with  a  glad  smile  at  Sister  Mack. 

"Now  comes  the  hindmost:  You  may 
tell  Brother  Warren,  for  me,  that  he 
knows  who  will  get  him  if  he  persists  in 
staying  away  from  meetings  longer.  I 
think,  Sister  Warren,  you  can  see  the 
necessity  of  urging  his  attendance  after 
what  has  been  said." 

"Yes,  and  I  want  to  tell  you  all  that 
I've  got  something  to  say  about  that 
horse,  too;  I  got  a  mighty  sight  more 
company  out  of  him  when  he  was  a  regu- 
lar attendant  at  Division  meetings,  than 
since  he's  bought  that  horse.  I've  put 
my  foot  down,  too,  but  mine  goes  down 
to  say  that  Division  meeting  come  first; 
me  next  and  the  horse  last!" 

There  was  a  clapping  of  hands  all 
around  the  circle,  for  Sister  Warren's 
sentiments  seemed  to  strike  us  as  about 
the  right  kind  of  spirit.  Sister  Mack  then 
said: 

"Sisters,  we  have  laid  the  foundation 
this  afternoon,  for  a  noble  campaign. 
Let  us  not  forget  or  grow  weary  of  the 
tasks  assigned.  Some  may  find  a  more 
laborious  task  than  others,  bnt  remember 
you  are  entitled  to  greater  honor  if  yon 
succeed,  than  if  the  task  were  easy,  for 
you  have  more  stubborn  minds  to  con- 
vince. We  will  now  decide  who  is  en- 
titled to  the  honor.  I  will  present  the 
bowl  to  the  one  receiving  the  highest 
number  of  votes;  I  shall  not  enter  the 
contest  myself." 

Then  came  the  distribution  of  ballots. 
As  each  Sister  looked  around  the  circle, 
to  choose  her  candidate,  there  was  a 
happy  smile  upon  the  faces  of  all;  then  as 
if  of  one  accord,  each  wrote  a  name  and 
passed  it  to  Sister  Mack.  When  all  had 
voted,  Sister  Mack  arose  and  walked- to 
the  sideboard  and  procured  the  bowl 
which  she  placed  on  the  table  in  our 
midst,  and  said: 

"Sisters  you  have  cast  twelve  votes; 
Sister  Warren  has  received  one,  the  re- 
mainder were  cast  for  Sister  Simpson." 

There  was  a  pathetic  scene  for  the  next 
few  moments.  All  shared  their  tears 
with  Sister  Simpson,  but  they  were  tears 
of  gladness.  At  last  she  said,  smiling 
through  her  tears: 

"I  know  now,  what  the  doing  of  good 
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for  evil  means.  I  know  there  was  no  merit 
in  my  paper,  but  Oh,  Sisters,  this  lesson 
will  never  be  lost  npon  me." 

It  was  a  happy  gathering  that  left 
Sister  Mack's  that  day.  A  feeling  pre- 
vailed in  every  heart  that  much  good  had 
been  done.  The  obligation  of  the  Aux- 
iliary as  a  basic  principle  we  all  found  to 
be  merely  the  foundation  for  that  grander 
structure  dependent  upon  our  hands  to 
be  built,  in  order  to  justly  merit  the  name 


Auxiliary — helper.  When  Brother  Martin 
came  home  after  the  meeting  following 
our  special  at  Sister  Mack's,  he  was  jub- 
ilant. 

"Why  Mary,  what  do  you  think?  The 
best  meeting  today  we  ever  had!  Every 
body  out— Simpson,  Brown,  Warren,  Nev- 
ins,  Greenly— the  whole  push!" 

Now,  who  says  women  have  no  influ- 
ence for  good  or  evil? 


PROGRE55IVE  PORA  OP  QUESTIONS 

AND  ANSWERS  ON  THE  AIR  BR/tKB. 

EDITED  BV  GEORGE  R.  PARKER. 
Courtesy  P.  M.  Nellis,  Secy.  Air  Brake  Assn. 

[Note.— This  department  is  opened  for  the  benefit  of  our  members,  and  any  questions  asked  should 
pertain  directly  to  the  lesson  or  which  has  been  printed.  Address  all  communications  to  The  Rail- 
way Conductor.! 

THE  BRAKE  VALVE. 
Q.— 91.  From  the  pump  where  does  the  air  go? 

A. — To  the  main  drum  and  thence  through  a  separate  line  of  pipe  to  the  brake 
valve. 

Q.— 92.  From  the  pump  to  the  drum  and  back  to  the  brake  valve  is  all  what  pres- 
sure? 

A.— Main  drum  pressure. 

Q.— 93.  It  passes  through  the  brake  valve  into  what? 

A.— The  train  pipe,  and  thence  through  the  brake  apparatus  as  described  before. 
Q.— 94.  In  what  position  of  the  brake  valve  is  there  a  direct  opening  from  the 
main  drum  to  the  train  pipe?  1 
A.— In  full  release  position. 

Q.—  95.  In  this  position  how  would  the  main  drum  and  train  pipe  pressures 
stand,  comparatively  speaking? 
A.— Equal. 

Q.— 96.  Is  there  any  other  position  of  the  brake  valve  in  which  the  pressure  may 
pass  from  the  main  drum  to  the  train  pipe? 
A.— Yes  ;  running  position. 

Q. — 97.  In  that  position  has  it  a  free  passage  or  not  with  the  Plate  D  8  brake 
valve. 

A.— No;  its  passage  is  regulated  by  the  excess  pressure  valve  and  spring. 
Q.— 98.  What  effect  does  this  valve  and  spring  have? 

A.— It  prevents  the  pressure  from  passing  into  the  train  pipe  in  that  position 
until  an  excess  pressure  of  about  twenty  pounds  is  obtained  in  the  main  drum. 
Q.— 99.  What  is  the  excess  pressure  to  be  used  for  ? 

A.— For  recharging  the  train  pipe  quickly  after  an  application,  thus  effecting  a 
prompt  and  certain  release  of  the  brakes. 

Q.— 100.  What  is  the  next  position  of  the  brake  valve  and  what  does  it  signify? 
A.— Lap  position  ;  all  ports  closed. 
Q.— 101.  When  is  it  used? 

A.— When  holding  the  brakes  on  after  an  application ;  when  the  train  has  parted 
or  the  conductor  has  applied  the  brakes  and  also  when  coupling  to  air-braked  cars. 
Q.— 102.  What  is  the  next  position  and  its  use? 
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A.— Service  stop;  should  be  used  for  all  ordinary  stops. 

Q.— 103.  It  was  determined  with  the  triple  valve  that  to  apply  brakes  train  pipe 
pressure  must  be  reduced;  in  this  position  does  the  engineer  draw  directly  from  the 
train  pipe  proper? 

A. — No;  he  draws  directly  from  the  equalizing  reservoir  or  the  chamber  above  the 
equalizing  piston. 

Q.— 104.  How  does  this  cause  a  reduction  in  train  pipe  pressure? 

A.— In  either  the  running  or  full  release  position  the  chamber  above  the  equaliz- 
ing piston  is  charged  equal  to  the  train  pipe;  on  lap  neither  pressure  is  disturbed, 
so  they  remain  equal;  in  the  service  stop  position  the  engineer  reduces  the  pressure 
above  the  piston  any  amount  he  may  desire,  this  leaving  the  train  pipe  pressure  a 
corresponding  amount  stronger,  the  piston  is  forced  up,  unseating  a  valve  on  the  pis- 
ton stem  which  allows  the  train  pipe  pressure  to  escape  to  the  atmosphere  until  it 
bas  reduced  an  equal  amount  to  the  equalizing  reservoir  pressure,  or  a  fraction  be- 
low it,  when  the  piston  will  reseat  itself  gradually,  thereby  gradually  closing  off  the 
discharge. 

Q.— 105.  What  particular  benefit  is  derived  from  this  form  of  brake  valve? 

A.— It  permits  the  engineer  to  make  light,  uniform  reductions  throughout  long 
trains,  sufficiently  fast  to  cover  all  leakage  grooves,  yet  not  fast  enough  to  obtain 
quick  action  where  that  form  of  triple  valve  is  used;  and  automatically  closes  the 
discharge  off  gradually,  thereby  preventing  the  release  of  the  head  brakes  of  the 
train. 

Q.— 106.  Upon  a  5  pound  reduction  in  the  pressure  in  the  equalizing  reservoir,  or 
chamber  above  the  piston,  what  amount  would  be  permitted  to  escape  from  the  train 
pipe? 

A.— A  like  amount  of  5  pounds. 

Q. — 107.  Would  the  blow,  or  escape,  of  air  from  the  train  pipe  exhaust  be  any 
longer  with  a  long  train  than  with  a  short  one?  The  same  reduction  in  pounds  being 
made  in  each  case. 

A.— Yes;  the  volume  of  the  long  train  pipe  being  so  much  greater,  it  would  re- 
quire a  larger  volume  of  air  to  escape  to  make  the  same  reduction  in  pounds.  As  the 
air  escapes  through  the  same  sized  opening  in  each  case,  it  would  take  longer  for  the 
greater  volume  to  escape. 

Q.— 108.  What  is  the  next  position? 

A.— The  emergency;  in  this  position  a  direct  opening  is  made  from  the  train  pipe 
to  the  atmosphere. 

Q.— 109.  When  is  this  position  to  be  used  and  how? 

A.— Only  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  then  the  handle  should  be  moved  directly 
to  that  position  and  allowed  to  remain  there  until  the  train  stops  or  the  danger  is 
passed. 

Q— 110.  Is  the  equalizing  feature  of  the  brake  valve  operated  in  the  emergency 
position? 

A.— No.  An  opening  from  the  train  pipe  to  the  atmosphere  that  is  as  direct  as 
possible,  and  large  enough  to  obtain  quick  action,  is  the  only  opening  made  in  that 
position. 

Q.— 111.  Heretofore  the  older  form  of  Plate  D  8  brake  valve  has  been  considered; 
is  there  any  operative  difference  between  this  form  and  the  later  one,  or  Plate  E  6 
form  of  valve? 

A.— Only  in  the  running  position. 

Q.— 112.  What  is  the  difference  in  that  position? 

A.— Instead  of  obstructing  the  passage  of  air  from  the  main  drum  to  the  train 
pipe  until  the  excess  pressure  is  accumulated  it  permits  a  free  passage  until  the 
maximum  train  pipe  pressure  is  reached,  and  then  automatically  cuts  off  the  supply, 
allowing  the  pump  to  compress  the  air  in  the  main  drum  until  the  maximum  is  at- 
tained, then  the  pump  governor  will  stop  the  pump. 

Q.— 113.  How  is  this  accomplished? 
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A.— By  the  feed  valve  attachment,  which  in  this  position  controls  train  pipe  pres- 
sure, the  pump  governor  being  attached  to  and  controlling  drum  pressure. 

Q. — 114.  In  the  event  of  a  leak  in  the  train  pipe  what  would  be  its  operation? 

A. — The  feed  valve  would  automatically  open  and  permit  the  main  drum  pressure 
to  supply  the  leak. 

Q. — 115.  Does  the  feed  valve  operate  in  the  full  release  position? 

A.— No;  in  that  position  there  is  a  direct  communication  from  the  main  reservoir 
to  the  train  pipe,  the  same  as  in  the  other  forms  of  valves. 

Q.— 116.  Is  there  any  other  noticeable  difference? 

A.— Yes;  immediately  after  leaving  the  running  position  in  the  direction  of  full 
release  a  warning  port  is  uncovered  which  should  attract  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
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handle  is  in  the  wrong  position,  by  the  noise  of  the  escaping  air. 

Q.— 117.  Sometimes  a  very  noticeable  flash  occurs  at  the  train  pipe  service  ex- 
haust when  releasing  brakes,  as  though  the  equalizing,  piston  had  raised.  It  is  a 
noticeable  fact  that  this  never  occurs  with  a  long  train,  but  only  with  the  light  en- 
gine or  a  few  cars.   What  causes  it? 

A.— When  the  valve  handle  is  placed  in  full  release  position,  the  supply  to  the 
train  pipe  is  much  greater  than  that  to  the  equalizing  reservoir,  thus  charging  the 
chamber  under  the  equalizing  piston  faster  than  the  chamber  above  it.  This  causes 
the  piston  to  raise  until  the  pressures  equalize.  Bringing  the  handle  to  running  po- 
sition only  aggravates  the  case,  especially  with  the  E  6  valve,  as  there  one  of  the  sup- 
ply ports  to  the  equalizing  reservoir  is  closed,  while  the  supply  to  the  train  pipe  is 
almost  as  large  as  in  release. 
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Q— 118.  It  was  mentioned  that  the  discharge  from  the  train  pipe  exhanst  was 
longer  with  a  long  train  than  with  a  short  one,  the  same  reduction  in  pounds  being 
made  in  each  case.  Does  the  equalizing  piston  raise  any  higher  with  a  long  train 
than  it  does  with  a  short  one? 

A.— The  lift  of  this  piston  varies  to  a  certain  extent  with  the  length  of  the  train. 
On  trains  where  the  volume  of  train  pipe  pressure  is  less  than,  or  just  equal  to,  the 
volume  of  equalizing  reservoir  pressure  as  compared  to  their  respective  openings  to 
the  atmosphere,  the  piston  cannot  raise  its  full  lift  on  account  of  the  rapid  reduction 
of  train  pipe  pressure  under  it.  On  trains  where  the  volume  of  train  pipe  pressure 
is  greater  than  the  volume  of  equalizing  reservoir  pressure,  as  compared  to  their  re- 
spective openings  to  the  atmosphere,  the  piston  will  be  raised  its  full  lift. 


Q.— 119.  This  device  was  previously  referred  to  as  an  air  compressor.  Where  is 
the  power  developed  to  operate  it? 

A.— In  the  upper  part,  or  steam  cylinder.  The  lower  part,  or  air  cylinder,  per- 
forms the  functions  of  a  compressor. 

Q.— 120.  Where  is  the  steam  received  at  the  pump? 

A.— At  the  steam  connection  at  one  side  of  the  steam  cylinder.  It  passes  direct- 
ly into  the  chamber  between  the  two  ends  of  the  main  valve,  and  is  admitted  by  it 
to  the  steam  cylinder.  This  main  valve,  performing  the  functions  of  the  slide  valve 
of  a  locomotive,  by  admitting  steam  above  the  piston  on  the  down  stroke  and  under- 
neath the  piston  on  the  up  stroke. 

Q.— 121.  On  the  down  stroke  of  the  piston,  what  opens  the  port  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  cylinder? 

A.— The  two  ends  of  the  main  valve  being  of  unequal  area,  the  upper  end  being 
the  greater,  as  soon  as  steam  is  admitted  between  them  it  forces  the  valve  to  its  up- 
per position,  uncovering  the  port  to  that  end  of  the  cylinder.  At  this  time  it  also 
opens  the  exhaust  port  from  the  lower  end  of  the  cylinder. 

Q.— 122.  When  the  downward  stroke  is  completed,  how  is  the  motion  of  the  pump 
reversed? 

A.— As  the  upper  end  of  the  main  valve  is  the  greater  in  area,  in  order  to  force  it 
downward,  additional  downward  pressure  is  needed  besides  that  of  the  lower  end  of 
the  valve.  The  reversing  piston  is  therefore  added  to  assist  the  lower  end  of  the 
main  valve  in  its  work.  To  do  this,  steam  is  admitted  on  top  of  the  reversing  piston 
by  the  reversing  valve,  which  is  caused  to  uncover  its  port  by  the  downward  pull  on 
the  reversing  valve  rod  when  the  piston  has  about  completed  its  stroke.  When  this 
valve  uncovers  its  port  and  admits  steam  on  the  reversing  piston,  the  combined 
downward  pressures  of  the  reversing  piston  and  the  lower  end  of  the  main  valve, 
cause  that  valve  to  move  downward  to  its  lower  position.  In  that  position  it  admits 
steam  to  the  under  side  of  the  piston  and  exhausts  the  steam  from  above  it,  thus 
causing  the  upward  stroke. 

Q.— 123.  It  was  stated  that  the  reversing  valve  admitted  steam  on  top  of  the  re- 
versing piston,  where  does  it  get  the  steam  from? 

A. — From  the  chamber  between  the  two  ends  of  the  main  valve.  A  suitable  pass- 
age from  this  chamber  to  the  top  head,  across  it  and  into  the  reversing  valve  bush 
keeps  this  bushing  or  chamber  supplied  with  steam  all  the  while  that  steam  is  turned 
on  the  pump. 

Q.— 124.  When  the  piston  reaches  the  upper  end  of  the  stroke,  how  is  the  motion 
reversed? 

A.— As  the  piston  reaches  the  upper  end  of  the  cylinder  it  again  engages  with  the 
reversing  valve  rod,  shoving  it  and  the  reversing  valve  upward.  This  causes  the 
valve  to  close  the  steam  port  to  the  top  of  the  reversing  piston  and  open  the  exhaust 
port  from  it  to  the  atmosphere,  allowing  the  steam  on  top  of  it  to  escape.  As  soon 
as  the  downward  pressure  on  the  reversing  piston  is  relieved,  the  upward  pressure 
on  the  main  valve  will  cause  it  to  move  upward  until  the  steam  port  to  the  upper  end 
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of  the  cylinder  is  opened.  At  this  time  the  exhaust  port  from  the  lower  end  of  the 
cylinder  is  also  opened  by  the  lower  end  of  the  main  ,  valve. 

Q.— 125.  When  the  steam  end  of  the  pump  makes  these  movements,  what  action 
takes  place  in  the  air  end? 

A.— On  the  upward  stroke  of  the  piston  the  lower  receiving  valve  is  raised  by  the 
atmospheric  pressure,  admitting  air  to  the  lower  end  of  the  cylinder.  At  the  same 
time  the  compression  above  the  piston  raises  the  upper  discharge  valve,  forcing  the 
pressure  from  that  end  to  the  main  drum.  On  the  downward  stroke  the  pressure  in 
the  main  drum  closes  the  upper  discharge  valve,  and  at  the  same  time  the  pressure 
in  the  lower  closes  the  lower  receiving  valve  and  opens  the  discharge  valve  from  that 
end,  the  pressure  in  that  end  is  forced  out  to  the  main  drum.  Atmospheric  pressure 
also  opens  the  upper  receiving  valve  at  this  same  time  admitting  air  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  cylinder  as  the  piston  descends. 

Q.— 126.   Does  the  9#-inch  pump  perform  duties  similar  to  the  8-inch  pump? 

A.— Yes;  in  a  more  efficient  manner. 

Q.— 127.   How  is  it  constructed? 

A. — Very  much  the  same  as  the  8-inch  pump,  with  the  exception  of  the  reversing 
device  in  the  steam  end,  which  is  all  contained  in  the  top  head. 

Q.— 128.  Has  this  pump  a  main  valve,  or  differential  piston,  the  same  as  the 
others? 

A.— Yes,  but  it  is  not  used  to  open  and -close  the  steam  and  exhaust  ports,  but  in- 
stead is  used  to  actuate  a  slide  valve  which  opens  and  closes  the  ports. 
Q. — 129.  Where  is  the  steam  first  admitted  to  this  pump? 

A. — At  one  side  the  same  as  with  the  8-inch.  It  then  passes  up  through  a  suit- 
able  passage  into  the  top  head  and  is  admitted  directly  between  the  two  ends  of  the 
main  valve  and  immediately  over  the  slide  valve. 

Q.— 130.   How  does  it  get  from  that  chamber  to  the  cylinder  of  the  pump? 

A.— The  two  ends  of  the  main  valve  being  of  different  areas,  the  greater  pressure 
on  the  large  end  forces  the  main  valve  in  the  direction  of  the  large  end,  or  to  the  right. 
The  main  valve  moving  in  that  direction  carries  the  slide  valve  with  it,  which  valve  at 
that  time  opens  the  exhaust  port  from  the  upper  end  of  the  cylinder  and  at  the  same 
time  admits  steam  through  a  suitable  passage  to  the  lower  end  of  the  cylinder  forc- 
ing the  piston  upward. 

Q. — 131.   When  the  upward  stroke  is  completed  how  is  the  action  reversed? 

A.— As  the  main  piston  reaches  the  upper  end  of  the  cylinder  it  engages  with  the 
reversing  valve  rod  and  carries  it  up  with  it,  which  forces  the  reversing  valve  up  also 
This  reversing  valve  opens  a  port  admitting  steam  to  the  outside  of  the  larger  end  of 
the  main  valve.  This  pressure,  together  with  the  pressure  on  the  inner  side  of  the 
smaller  end  of  the  valve,  forces  the  main  valve  to  the  left,  overcoming  the  pressure  in 
the  opposite  direction  on  the  large  end.  As  the  main  valve  travels  to  the  left  it  car- 
ries the  slide  valve  with  it,  which  valve  opens  the  exhaust  port  from  the  lower  end  of 
the  steam  cylinder  and  admits  steam  directly  on  top  of  the  main  piston,  forcing  it 
downward. 

Q.— 132.  When  the  downward  stroke  is  completed  how  is  the  motion  reversed  to 
make  the  upward  stroke? 

A.— As  the  piston  reaches  the  lower  end  of  the  cylinder  it  again  engages  with  the 
reversing  valve  rod,  and  moves  it  and  the  reversing  valve  to  its  lower  position,  in 
which  this  valve  exhausts  the  steam  from  the  outside  of  the  larger  end  of  the  main 
valve.  This  valve  then  being  free  to  act  according  to  the  pressure  between  the  two 
ends,  is  moved  to  the  right,  carrying  the  slide  valve  with  it,  which  valve  exhausts  the 
steam  from  on  top  of  the  main  piston  and  admits  steam  underneath  it  to  make  the 
upward  stroke. 

Q.— 133.  Where  does  the  reversing  valve  obtain  its  steam? 

A.— Through  a  suitable  opening  leading  from  the  chamber  between  the  ends  of 
the  main  valve  to  the  chamber  around  the  reversing  valve. 

Q.— 134.   Is  the  operation  of  the  air  end  of  the  pump  similar  to  the  8-inch  pump? 
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A.— Yes.  On  the  upward  stroke  atmospheric  pressure  raises  the  lower  receiving 
valve,  at  the  lower  left  hand  of  the  pump,  and  at  the  same  time  the  pressure  above 
the  piston  is  forced  oat  to  the  main  dram  past  the  upper  discharge  valve,  at  the  up- 
per right  hand  side  of  the  pnmp.  On  the  downward  stroke  atmospheric  pressure 
raises  the  upper  receiving  valve,  at  the  upper  left  hand  side,  and  the  pressure  below 
the  piston  is  forced  out  past  the  lower  discharge  valve,  at  the  lower  right  hand  side 
of  the  pump. 

Q.— 135.  The  two  pumps  being  so  similar  in  principle,  what  benefits  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  use  of  the  larger  pump? 

A.— It  has  a  greater  capacity,  is  simpler  in  construction  and  in  consequence  is 
less  liable  to  get  out  of  order.   Being  larger,  it  permits  of  greater  strength  in  all  its 
parts  and  of  larger  bearing  surfaces,  which  decrease  wear.  All  air  valves  are  of  the 
same  size,  requiring  only  one  size  of  valve  in  stock.  All  the  reversing  valve  motion 
is  in  the  top  head,  facilitating  repairs,  or  exchange,  in  case  of  necessity. 
.  Q.— 136.   How  should,  the  air  pump  be  started? 
A.— Slowly,  to  allow  the  condensation  to  escape  from  the  steam  cylinder  and  to 
accumulate  sufficient  pressure  in  the  air  cylinder  to  form  a  cushion  for  the  piston. 
Q.— 137.   How  much  air  pressure  is  required  to  do  this? 
A.— About  twenty-five  or  thirty  pounds  should  be  sufficient. 

Q.— 138.  What  else  should  be  done  at  the  same  time  that  the  steam  throttle  to  the 
pump  is  opened? 

A.— The  lubricator  should  be  started  feeding  freely  at  first,  until  the  pump  has 
'received  eight  or  ten  drops  of  oil;  the  feed  should  then  be  reduced  to  what  may  be 
considered  proper. 

Q.— 139.  When  should  the  air  cylinder  be  oiled,  how  and  what  kind  of  oil  should 
be  used? 

A.— Only  when  necessary  to  keep  the  pump  from  groaning,  through  the  oil  cup 
provided  for  the  purpose,  and  only  West  Virginia  well  oil  (32°) ,  or  some  other  oil 
that  will  not  gum  readily  should  be  used? 

Q.— 140.   Should  oil  ever  be  introduced  through  the  air  inlets? 
A.— No;  such  oiling  has  a  tendency  to  gum  up  the  air  valves  and  passages  and 
does  the  cylinder  very  little  if  any  good. 

Q.— 141.   How  tight  should  the  pump  be  packed? 
A.— Just  tight  enough  to  prevent  blowing. 
Q.— 142.   How  should  the  pump  be  run  in  descending  grades? 
A. — With  the  pump  throttle  well  open. 
Q.— 143.   How  should  it  be  run  at  other  times? 

A.— Fast  enough  to  maintain  the  full  pressure  and  allow  the  pump  governor  to 
stop  it  once  in  a  while,  but  it  should  not  be  run  with  a  wide  open  throttle  unless 
necessary  to  keep  up  the  full  pressure. 

q. — 144.  Should  coal  oil,  or  what  is  termed  carbon  oil  or  kerosene,  ever  be  used 
to  clean  out  or  oil  a  pump? 

A.— No;  it  is  dangerous  to  use  it  if  the  pump  is  warm,  and  it  does  not  clean  it  as 
thoroughly  as  other  more  suitable  materials. 

THE  PUMP  GOVERNOR. 

Q.— 145.  How  does  this  device,  used  to  regulate  the  amount  of  air  pressure  car- 
ried, perform  its  duties? 

A.— By  shutting  off  the  steam  from  the  pump,  causing  it  to  stop,  when  the  de- 
sired pressure  is  attained. 

Q.— 146.   How  does  it  do  this? 

A.— By  means  of  a  steam  valve,  in  its  lower  portion,  which  controls  all  the  steam 
that  goes  to  the  pump,  and  is  closed  at  the  proper  time  by  a  piston  to  which  it  is 
connected. 

Q.— 147.  When  the  desired  pressure  is  attained  how  is  the  governor  caused  to 
-i-    stop  the  pump? 
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A. — Air  pressure  is  admitted  on  top  of  the  piston,  forcing  it  downward  until  the 
steam  vahre  is  seated,  thns  shutting  off  the  steam  supply  from  the  pump. 
Q  — 148.   How  is  the  amount  of  air  pressure  regulated? 

A. — By  means  of  the  adjusting  screw  in  the  top,  which  increases  or  decreases  the 
tension  of  the  spring  above  the  diaphragm  that  actuates  the  air  valve. 

Q  — 149.  How  does  this  adjusting  nut  and  spring  regulate  the  amount  of  air  pres- 
sure carried? 

A.— In  order  to  stop  the  pump  air  pressure  must  be  admitted  past  the  valve  in  the 
diaphragm  body  to  the  chamber  on  top  of  the  piston,  that  it  may  force  it  and  the 
steam  valve  downward.  This  air  valve  is 
held  to  its  seat  by  the  tension  of  the  ad- 
justing spring  on  top  of  the  diaphragm 
body.  In  order  to  open  it  the  air  pres- 
sure under  the  diaphragm  must  be  slight- 
ly stronger  than  the  tension  of  the  spring 
that  it  may  raise  the  diaphragm  and  valve. 
When  this  amount  of  pressure  is  obtain- 
ed the  diaphragm  will  be  raised,  opening 
the  valve  and  allowing  the  air  pressure 
to  pass  into  the  chamber  on  top  of  the 
piston,  forcing  it  downward  and  closing 
the  steam  valve. 

Q. — 150.   How  does  the  pump  governor 
permit  the  pump  to  start  again? 

A.— As  soon  as  the  pressure  reduces 
below  the  required  amount,  through  leak- 
age or  other  cause,  the  spring  will  over- 
come the  weaker  air  pressure  and  force 
the  diaphragm  down,  seating  the  dia- 
phragm valve,  thus  cutting  off  the  sup- 
ply of  air  from  the  chamber  above  the 
piston.  A  suitable  opening  then  allows 
the  pressure  remaining  above  the  piston 
to  escape.  The  piston  is  raised  by  a 
spring  under  it,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  steam  pressure  under  the  steam 
valve,  ;ind  raising  it  opens  the  steam 
valve  and  admits  steam  to  the  pump. 

Q.— 151.   To  what  air  pressure  should 
the  governor  be  connected? 

A.— With  the  Plate  D  8  brake  valve  and 
all  others  except  the  Plate  E  6  or  D  5,  it 
should  be  connected  to  train  pipe  pres- 
sure and  the  regulating  nut  adjusted  so 
as  to  stop  the  pump  when  70  pounds  has 
been  attained  in  the  train  pipe.  With  the 
E  6,  or  D  5,  brake  valve,  it  should  be  con- 
nected to  main  drum  pressure  and  the 
regulating  nut  then  adjusted  to  permit  a  suitable  excess  pressure  to  be  carried. 

Q. — 152.  What  regulates  the  train  pipe  pressure  with  Plate  E  6,  or  D  5,  brake 
valve? 

A.— The  feed  valve  attachment. 

Q. — 153.  Why  should  the  governor,  or  feed  valve  attachment  not  permit  more  than 
70  pounds  train  pipe  pressure  to  be  carried? 

A.— Because  of  the  liability  to  slide  wheels  if  more  than  that  pressure  is  carried. 
Q.— 154.   Should  a  less  pressure  be  carried? 
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A.— No;  because  if  it  is  the  brakes  will  not  be  operated  to  their  maximum  effi- 
ciency. 

Q. — 155.  Is  it  a  reasonable  argument  in  favor  of  a  higher  train  pipe  pressure 
that  when  such  pressure  is  used  lighter  reductions  are  made  in  making  stops? 

A.— No;  for  in  a  case  of  emergency  the  full  pressure  would  be  used,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  wheels  would  slide. 


Q.— 156.  What  is  the  object  of  the  air  signal  equipment? 

A.— To  permit  of  prompt  and  accurate  signalling  from  the  train  to  the  engine, 
and  as  well  to  notify  the  engineer  if  the  train  parts. 
Q.— 157.   What  is  it  that  blows  the  whistle? 
A.— Air  pressure. 

Q. — 158.   What  are  the  essential  parts  necessary  to  complete  the  equipment? 
A.— The  pressure  reducing  valve,  signal  valve,  whistle,  hose  couplings,  car  dis- 
charge valve,  whistle  cord  and  the  necessary  pipework. 
Q.— 159.  What  is  the  pressure  reducing  valve? 

A.— A  valve  attached  to  the  main  drum  and  used  to  supply  pressure  for  the  signal 
apparatus  at  a  lower  pressure  than  that  in  the  main  drum. 

Q.— 160.   What  does  it  consist  of  and  how  does  it  do  its  work? 

A.— It  consists  of  a  valve  that  is  held  open  against  main  drum  pressure  by  a 
spring  of  a  fixed  or  variable  tension.  As  soon  as  the  pressure  in  the  signal  pipe  ex- 
ceeds the  tension  of  the  spring  it  compresses  it  and  allows  the  valve  to  close,  thus 
preventing  too  high  a  pressure  being  obtained  in  the  signal  pipe. 

Q.— 161.   What  is  the  proper  pressure  for  the  signal  pipe? 

A.— The  best  results  are  obtained  by  using  a  pressure  of  40  pounds  per  square 
inch. 

Q.— 162.  What  is  the  signal  valve  and  how  does  it  operate? 

A.— It  is  a  valve  located  in  some  convenient  place  on  the  engine  and  connected  to 
the  signal  pipe  and  whistle.  It  controls  the  operation  of  the  whistle  and  consists  of 
a  valve  operated  by  a  diaphragm,  which  in  turn  is  operated  by  the  pressure  of  air  on 
either  side  of  it.  The  pressure  on  top  of  it  is  the  pressure  in  the  signal  pipe,  the 
chamber  under  the  diaphragm  being  charged  to  an  equal  pressure  through  a  suitable 
opening.  These  pressures  being  equal,  if  anything  makes  a  reduction  in  the  signal 
pipe  pressure  below  that  in  the  chamber,  the  diaphragm  will  be  raised  by  the  greater 
pressure  underneath  and  carry  with  it  the  valve.  This  valve  will  permit  the  air  to 
pass  from  the  chamber  under  the  diaphragm  to  the  whistle,  causing  it  to  sound,  until 
the  pressure  in  that  chamber  is  slightly  lower  than  that  remaining  in  the  signal  pipe 
when  the  diaphragm  will  be  forced  downward  again,  seating  the  valve. 

Q.— 163.  What  is  the  car  discharge  valve  and  how  does  it  operate? 

A.— It  is  a  valve  placed  at  the  end,  or  other  suitable  location  on  or  in  the  car,  and 
has  attached  to  it  the  whistle  cord.  It  consists  of  a  valve  operated  by  a  compound 
lever,  to  which  is  attached  the  signal  cord.  When  the  cord  is  pulled  the  lever  opens 
the  valve  against  signal  pipe  pressure,  thus  causing  the  desired  reduction  in  that 
pressure. 

Q  — 164.  What  kind  of  a  reduction  is  it  necessary  to  make  in  order  to  cause  the 
whistle  to  sound? 

A. — A.  short,  quick  exhaust  or  reduction.  The  signal  valve  may  be  likened  to  the 
quick-action  part  of  the  triple  valve,  which  will  be  thrown  into  operation  by  a  short, 
quick  exhaust,  while  a  much  longer,  thoughmore  gradual,  reduction  would  only  cause 
a  service  application.  So  with  the  signal  apparatus,  when  a  short,  quick  reduction  is 
made,  the  whistle  should  sound,  while  with  a  longer,  though  gradual,  reduction,  it 
should  not  sound. 

Q  — 165.  What  prevents  the  operation  of  the  diaphragm  and  signal  valve  when  a 
slow,  gradual  reduction  is  made? 

A.— When  the  pressure  is  drawn  from  the  pipe  slowly,  instead  of  reducing  the 
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pressure  in  that  pipe  below  the  pressure  in  the  chamber  under  the  diaphragm,  the 
pressure  feeds  from  this  chamber  back  into  the  pipe,  thus  removing  the  power  that 
should  operate  the  diaphragm.  It  is  so  constructed,  that  it  may  cause  the  whistle  to 
sound  if  there  is  a  slight  leak  in  the  pipe.  This  action  is  also  assisted  byfthe  pres- 
sure reducing  valve,  which  is  open  at  this  time,  and  is  feeding  the  signal  pipe.  It 
may  be  said  that  the  reduction  in  the  signal  pipe  must  be  made  more  rapidly  than  the 
reducing  valve  and  signal  valve  combined  can  overcome. 

PIPEWORK. 

Q.— 166.  What  size  steam  pipe  should  be  used  with  the  various  sizes  of  air  pump? 

A.— For  the  8-inch,  K-inch  pipe.  For  the  9^-inch,  1-inch  pipe.  For  the  6-inch,  the 
best  results  are  obtained  by  the  use  of  #-inch  pipe,  though  M-inch  pipe  has  generally 
been  the  standard. 

Q.— 167.  Is  it  necessary  to  have  dry  steam  for  the  pump? 

A.  —It  is  necessary  to  have  dry  steam  for  the  pump,  and  if  suitable  provision  is 
not  made  in  the  form  of  a  turret,  which  has  a  dry  pipe,  the  pump  should  be  supplied 
with  a  pipe  extending  to  the  dome,  that  dry  steam  may  be  obtained. 

Q.— 168.  What  size  pipe  should  be  used  for  the  exhaust? 

A.— For  the  8-inch,  1-inch  pipe.  For  the  9#-inch,  l#-inch  pipe.  For  the  6-inch, 
the  best  results  are  obtained  by  the  use  of  1-inch  pipe,  though  #-inch  has  been  the 
standard. 

Q— 169.  What  size  pipe  should  be  used  for  the  discharge  from  the  pump  to  the 
main  drum? 

A.— For  the  8-inch,  #-inch  pipe.  For  the  9^-inch,  lX-inch  pipe.  For  the  6-inch,  %• 
inch  pipe. 

Q  — 170.  What  size  pipe  should  be  used  from  the  main  drum  to  the  brake  valve? 

A. — One-inch  pipe  with  all  equalizing  valves. 

Q.— 171.  At  what  part  of  the  drum  should  this  pipe  be  attached? 

A.— As  near  the  highest  point  and  as  far  from  the  discharge  pipe  as  possible. 

Q. — 172.  What  size  pipe  should  be  used  for  the  train  pipe? 

A.— From  the  brake  valve  to  the  rear  of  the  tender  should  be  1-inch  pipe.  All 
passenger  cars  should  have  1-inch  train  pipe.  All  freight  cars  should  have  lX-inch 
train  pipe. 

Q.— 173.  What  size  pipe  should  be  used  for  the  signal  line? 

A.— Three-eighths-inch  pipe  from  the  main  drum  to  the  pressure  reducing  valve, 
and  from  there  to  the  branch  pipe  leading  to  the  main  signal  pipe.  This  branch  pipe 
should  be  ^-inch  pipe,  reduced  to  #-inch  at  the  signal  valve.  The  main  signal  pipe 
should  be  #inch  under  the  engine,  tender  and  cars.  The  branch  pipes  on  the  cars 
leading  to  the  car  discharge  valves  should  be  #-inch  pipe.  The  pipe  from  the  signal 
valve  to  the  signal  whistle  should  be  X-inch. 

Q.— 174.  What  rules  should  be  followed  in  putting  up  pipework  in  connection  with 
the  air  brake  and  signal  apparatus? 

A.— All  fins,  or  projections,  left  after  cutting  and  threading  should  be  removed. 
The  pipes  should  be  bent  where  necessary,  instead  of  using  elbows,  all  bends  should 
be  as  easy  as  possible,  avoiding  short  bends  where  practicable  to  do  so.  Low  bends 
that  will  form  a  trap  for  condensation  or  other  accumulations  should  be  avoided.  All 
pipework  should  be  blown  out  with  steam  after  bending  and  threading  and  before 
erecting.  Where  lead  is  used  to  assist  in  making  a  tight  joint,  it  should  always  be 
used  on  the  outside  of  the  pipe,  and  never  inside  the  fitting. 

Q.— 175.  What  other  point  should  receive  particular  attention  in  erecting  pipe- 
work? 

A.— All  pipes  should  be  securely  braced  by  suitable  clamps,  hangers  or  brackets. 
These  should  be  securely  fastened  to  the  vehicle  and  be  sufficiently  strong  to  not 
only  to  resist  vibration  themselves,  but  should  also  prevent  the  pipe  from  vibrating. 

Q.— 176.  How  should' the  pipework  be  tested? 
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A.— Air  pipework  should  be  tested  with  air  pressure  and  leaks  located  by  using 
soapsuds. 

Q.— 177.  What  is  the  proper  distance  between  centers  of  the  train  and  signal 
pipes?  ' 

A.— The  signal  pipe  should  be  9  inches  from  the  center  line  of  the  car  at  each  end, 
and  the  train  pipe  4  inches  from  the  signal  pipe,  giving  a  distance  of  13  inches  from 
the  center  of  the  train  pipe  to  the  center  line  of  the  car.  The  location  of  the  pipes  on 
tenders  is  the  same  at  the  rear  end  as  on  cars. 

Q. — 178.  How  far  should  the  pipes  be  from  the  rail  ? 

A.— At  the  ends  of  cars  and  tender  the  train  pipe  should  be  37  inches,  and  the  sig- 
nal pipe  33  inches  from  the  rail. 

Q.— 179.  Where  should  the  coupling  hook,  or  dummy  coupler,  be  located? 

A.— In  such  a  position  that  the  hose  coupling  may  be  properly  hung  up  and  not 
kink  at  the  nose.   The  M.  C.  B.  location  under  the  draw  bar  is  the  most  convenient. 

fTO  BE  CONTINUED.] 


THE  EDITOR'S  COLUMN;  OPEN  TO  ALL. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  encouragement  that  has  been  given  to  the  exercise  of  thought  and 
freedom  of  expression  has  been  instrumental  in  the  furtherance  of  mechanical  achievements,  and  has 
led  to  a  broader  and  more  perfect  understanding  in  connection  therewith.  Also  that  a  fall  and  free 
discussion  of  any  snbject  always  leads  to  a  deeper  conception  on  the  part  of  all  that  are  interested 
therein. 

As  railroad  companies  in  general  are  insisting  on  a  rigid  examination  on  the  automatic  air  brake 
and  train  air  signal  on  the  part  of  all  persons  in  and  entering  train  service,  we  believe  it  wonld  be  bene- 
ficial and  interesting  if  conductors,  and  others,  would  discuss  this  subject  from  their  standpoint  and 
express  themselves  in  connection  therewith  by  replying  to  the  following: 

First.  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  conductor  of  passenger  or  freight  train 
to  have  a  general  knowledge  of  the  various  parts  that  comprise,  and  operations  of  the.  automatic  air 
and  train  air  signal  ? 

Second.  Should  conductors  be  familiar  with  the  internal  operating  parts  of  the  different  valves  ? 

Third.  Should  conductors  be  competent  to  locate  and  intelligently  report  any  ordinary  defects 
that  may  exist  in  the  air  appliances,  or  with  the  internal  parts  of  valves  on  cars  and  coaches? 

Fourth.  Providing  defects  were  remedied,  do  you  consider  that  what  has  been  suggested  by  the 
above  inquiries  would  lead  to  a  betterment  of  brake  conditions  and  increased  efficiency  of  service  ? 

Those  replying  to  the  above  will  confer  a  favor  by  giving  their  reasons  for  whatever  position  they 
may  take :  giving  name  of  railroad  on  which  employed,  and  state  what  facilities,  if  any.  have  been 
furnished  by  railroad  company  for  instruction  in  air  brakes  and  air  signal. 
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It  came  upon  him  suddenly  one  tar- 
black  night  when  he  was  pulling  a  special 
train  of  " Raymond- Whitcombs"  with  the 
Five-naught-seven;  and  the  effect  of  the 
visitation  was  to  smash  his  nerve  for  the 
remainder  of  the  run. 

The  special  had  been  15  minutes  late 
out  of  Grand  Butte,  the  division  station, 
and  Macartney  was  cracking  the  whip  on 
the  curves  with  the  rear  Pullman  in  the 
endeavor  to  make  Maverick  Junction  on 
time.  Maverick  was  his  meeting  point 
with  a  stock  "limited,"  and  whosoever 
delayed  a  live  stock  flyer  on  the  C.  &  G. 
R.  was  likely  to  hear  from  the  train  dis- 
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patcher  in  language  more  forcible  than 
polite. 

Macartney  had  regained  all  but  two  of 
the  lost  15  minutes  when  he  hurled  the 
507  on  the  long  grade  up  the  Crow  hills. 
From  the  top  of  the  grade  the  lights  of 
Maverick  would  be  in  sight;  and  with  a 
minute  to  the  good  at  the  summit  he 
would  make  the  meeting  point  on  time. 

"Keep  her  hot,  Tom!"  he  shouted  across 
to  the  fireman;  and  Tom.  having  three 
good  names  at  stake— his  own,  Macart- 
ney's and  the  507' s— shoveled  the  coal 
with  a  willing  hand. 

So  it  came  about  that  the  hill  was  top- 
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ped  in  good  time;  and  with  the  lunge 
over  the  summit,  Macartney  eased  off  on 
the  throttle  and  leaned  far  out  of  the 
window  to  mark  down  the  lights  at  the 
Junction. 

Everything  was  as  it  should  be.  The 
stock  train  was  waiting  on  the  siding, 
and  the  switch  lamps  on  the  main  line 
blinked  yellow-eyed  in  the  pitchy  dark- 
ness. Macartney  felt  for  the  whistle- 
lever,  and  in  reply  to  the  507's  bellowing 
call  the  semaphore  eye  on  the  station 
winked  twice,  the  winkings  meaning  "No 
orders  for  you,"  and  giving  the  train  the 
right  to  run  through  the  yards  without 
stopping. 

"All  clear,"  sang  out  the  fireman  from 
his  side,  and  Macartney  reached  for  the 
throttle  and  sent  the  tourist  special 
thundering  down  the  grade. 

It  was  when  the  fiying  special  was 
within  twice  its  length  of  the  nearest 
switch— the  outlet  switch  for  the  siding, 
where  the  stock  train  stood— that  the  ap- 
palling thing  happened.  For  a  certain 
dizzying  instant  the  yellow  eye  of  the 
switch  light  burned  a  ghastly  blue,  then 
it  flickered  suddenly  to  a  red,  and  Macart- 
ney was  down  from  his  box  and  fighting 
madly  with  the  big  eight-wheeler— not  to 
make  the  impossible  stop,  but  to  lessen 
if  so  he  might,  by  some  few  wheel-turns, 
the  crash  of  the  inevitable  collision  with 
the  stock  train  on  the  siding. 

Miraculously  enough,  there  was  no  col- 
lision. The  507  banged  over  the  switch 
at  fully  20  miles  an  hour,  her  drive-wheels 
sliding  in  the  grip  of  the  wind-jams  and 
a  stream  of  fire  fizzing  from  every  break- 
shoe  on  the  long  train  of  Pullmans;  but 
never  a  wheel  left  the  straight  track  of 
the  main  line.  The  straining  engine 
came  to  stand  just  opposite  the  station, 
and  in  a  twinkling  Macartney  was  down 
and  bursting  into  the  telegraph  office, 
a  picture  of  a  handsome  young  giant  in  a 
fury. 

"Who's  running  that  stock  train?"  he 
exploded  in  white-hot  wrath. 

"Hasley,  engineer;  Logan,  conducter," 
said  the  operator.  "Why?  What's  the 
matter  with  you,  Jack?"  Macartney  had 
the  reputation  of  being  the  best  natured 
man  on  the  division,  and  it  was  a  new 
thing  to  hear  him  rave  and  swear  like  a 
buccaneer. 
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"Somebody  was  monkeying  with  that 
switch!"  he  stormed.  "It  went  red  on 
me  just  before  I  hit  it.  Who  turned  it?" 

Just  then  Logan  himself  came  in  to  ask 
gruffly  why  Macartney  did  not  pull  his 
blanked  dude  cars  over  the  switch  to  let 
the  stock  train  out.  Explanations  fol- 
lowed—hot ones  on  Macartney's  part. 
There  was  already  bad  blood  between 
these  two  for  Phemie  TredwilPs  sake. 

"You're  drunk,"  sneered  Logan. 
"There  was  nobody  near  the  switch.  Get 
a  move  on  your  varnished  cars  and  let 
me  out  of  here." 

"I  say  there  was!"  insisted  Macartney; 
but  now  other  witnesses  came  to  refute 
him.  The  yardmaster,  the  engineer  of 
the  stock  train,  three  or  four  of  the  sta- 
tion employes;  they  had  all  seen  the 
switch,  and  it  had  shown  a  white  light, 
as  it  should. 

"By  the  Lord  Harry!  I  don't  care  who 
saw  it."  Macartney  was  beginning  again 
when  his  fireman  drew  him  aside. 

"Let  up  on  it,  Jack,"  he  muttered, 
"'Twas  all  right,  I  saw  it  just  as  you 
jerked  the  air  on.   Let's  go." 

John  Macartney  took  his  place  in  the 
cab  of  the  big  eight- wheeler,  and  the 
special  was  presently  storming  on  its 
westward  way  again.  But  for  that  one 
night  the  engineer's  nerve  was  gone.  He 
stood  down  on  the  footplate  to  run,  and 
his  hand  never  left  the  throttle. 

The  next  time  it  happened  he  was 
"deadheading"  over  the  division  in  the 
caboose  of  a  freight  train.  Not  liking  the 
company  around  the  red  lobster  of  a  stove 
—Logan  was  of  it,  deadheading  also— 
Macartney  had  climbed  to  a  seat  in  the 
caboose  lookout.  Being  off  duty,  he  fell 
asleep,  and  when  he  awoke  the  train  was 
running  into  Rockton.  He  started  up 
and  rubbed  his  eyes.  While  you  might 
count  five  every  light  in  the  Rockton  yard 
glared  at  him  with  a  fiery  red  eye  through 
the  glass  front  of  the  lookout  window. 
Then  the  curious  hallucination  passed, 
and  he  saw  the  lights  as  they  ought 
to  be. 

"Good  Lord!"  he  groaned;  "I've  got  it 

again!   If  this  thing  goes  on  "  He 

stopped  short,  thinking  of  the  lives  that 
he  held  in  his  hand  every  time  he 
climbed  to  the  cab  of  507;  and  being  deep 
in  the  pit  of  his  trouble  he  did  not  hear 
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a  stealthy  step  on  the  caboose  top,  or  the 
slamming  of  the  rear  door  a  minute 
later. 

Three  days  after  the  "deadheading" 
trip,  Macartney  went  on  the  fast  mail 
ran.  He  had  objected,  as  most  of  the 
men  did,  for  the  ran  was  a  hard  one. 
But  the  objection  was  only  on  general 
principles,  and  at  heart  he  was  twice 
glad.  For  the  mail  ran  gave  him  a  clear 
14-hour  layover  at  Long  Pine,  the  western 
end  of  the  division;  and  Phemie  Tred- 
will's  father  was  the  station  agent  at  Long 
Pine. 

By  that  time  there  was  a  pretty  fair  un- 
derstanding between  the  handsome  young 
engineer  and  Phemie,  the  brown  eyed, 
though  as  yet  it  paused  short  of  house- 
keeping talk.  Macartney  was  more  than 
willing,  but  Phemie  had  a  way  of  chang- 
ing the  subject  on  him  at  the  critical  mo- 
ment, and  for  this  Macartney  learned,  in 
the  jealous  corner  of  his  heart,  that  Bar- 
ton Logan  was  responsible. 

To  add  to  his  disquietude  on  this  head, 
Phemie  was  always  "rubbing  Logan  in 
on  him,"  as  he  phrased  it;  and  she  did  it 
again  on  that  first  of  the  mail  run  layover 
evenings  when  Macartney  was  sharing 
Phemie' s  watch  in  the  telegraph  office 
while  her  father  went  to  supper. 

"How  is  Mr.  Logan  now?"  she  asked, 
sweetly.  "We  don't  see  much  of  him 
since  he  took  16  and  17." 

These  were  "doubling"  trains,  with  no 
layover  for  the  crew  at  Long  Pine,  a  fact 
for  which  Macartney  was  devoutly  thank- 
ful. 

"He's  all  right,  I  guess.  I  don't  see 
much  of  him  myself,"  said  Macartney, 
wishing  that  the  little  might  be  still 
less. 

"I  am  afraid  you  don't  like  him  very 
well,"  said  the  brown-eyed  maid,  all  in- 
nocence. 

Now  Macartney  was  a  big  fellow,  with 
wide-open,  blue  eyes,  a  thick  mane  of  red 
hair,  and  skin  as  white,  under  his 
clothes,  as  a  woman's.  Such  men  are  not 
adepts  in  concealment. 

"I  like  him  about  as  well  as  he  likes 
me,  and  that's  precious  little.  I  hear  he 
has  been  making  his  brags  that  he  will 
run  me  off  the  C.  &  G.  R.  before  he  gets 
through  with  me." 


"Why,  dear  me!  I  didn't  know  you  were 
enemies." 

Macartney  laughed— the  laugh  of  a  good- 
natured  giant.  "I'm  not  an  enemy,  but  I 
guess  he  is." 

"What  is  the  trouble?"  asked  Phemie, 
again  all  innocence. 

"You,"  Macartney  blurted  it  out  before 
he  could  take  time  to  consider  if  it  were 
the  wise  thing  to  say. 

The  young  girl  blushed  very  prettily, 
and  the  lover  thought  there  was  no  neck 
and  cheek  in  the  whole  world  like  a  soft 
brown  to  color  so  deliciously  under  a 
blush.  But  if  he  imagined  he  had  brought 
matters  to  a  crisis  at  last,  he  was  doomed 
to  disappointment.  . 

"Do  you  have  any  time  at  all  in  Grand 
Butte?"  she  asked  with  one  of  her  light- 
ning changes  of  the  subject;  "waking 
time,  I  mean." 

"O,  yes;  I  have  an  hour  or  two  in  the 
evening  before  I  turn  in." 

"Will  you  do  a  little  shopping  for 
me?" 

,  "I'll  buy  the  whole  town  and  bring  it 
out  to  you  in  the  cab  of  the  Naught-seven 
if  you  say  so,"  he  replied,  only  too  eager 
to  serve  her. 

"O,  you  foolish!"  she  said,  laughing  at 
him.  "I  want  two  yards  of  this,  and  a 
spool  of  silk  to  match,"  handing  him  a 
bit  of  dress  goods.  "Do  you  think  you 
are  equal  to  it?"  ' 

He  took  the  scrap  of  cloth  and  held  it 
off.   "It's  red,  isn't  it?" 

"What  a  question!  Why,  of  course  it 
is-  cardinal  red,  at  that." 

"I  thought  it  was,"  he  said  musingly, 
and  then  the  father  came  in  and  the  talk 
of  possibilities  was  at  an  end. 

Macartney  made  the  purchase  of  the 
dress  goods  and  the  silk  the  following 
evening;  and  when  the  clerk  said  they 
were  a  perfect  match  for  the  sample,  he 
thought  so,  too.  But  the  carrying  of  the 
small  package  to  its  destination  came 
within  a  hair's  breadth  of  being  fraught 
with  disaster. 

It  was  beyond  the  divide,  on  the  west- 
ward down  grade.  The  mail  was  late,  as 
usual,  and  Macartney  was  pushing  the 
507  to  the  limit— which  limit  on  the  Jack 
mountain  down  grade  was  well  up  to  a 
mile  a  minute. 

Train  No.  7,  the  regular  overland  ex- 
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press,  was  just  ahead  of  him,  ripping 
around  the  curves  and  racing  free  for  the 
siding  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  to  get 
out  of  the  way,  for  the  mail  had  the  right 
to  track  over  all  trains  in  both  direc- 
tions. 

Macartney  could  see  the  smoke  of  7 
rising  over  the  dun  swells  ahead,  and  he 
was  looking  out  for  her,  in  a  way,  though 
under  the  rules  it  was  7's  business  to 
look  out  for  him.  It  was  on  the  last  of 
the  curves  where  the  line  runs  down  a 
long  tangent  in  the  valley,  that  the  crux 
came.  Macartney  had  a  glimpse  of  a 
patch  of  bunting— green,  as  he  would 
have  sworn— fluttering  between  the  rails, 
another  of  a  man  running  up  the  track 
and  making  frantic  signals,  and  a  third 
of  the  tail-end  of  No.  7,  stopped!  Then 
he  went  to  work. 

It  was  the  closest  possible  shave.  Luck- 
ily all  the  conditions  were  favorable;  a 
dry  rail,  automatic  air  in  perfect  working 
order,  good  brake  shoes  under  every 
truck.  Notwithstanding,  the  nose  of  the 
507  was  fairly  under  the  platform  of  the 
rear  Pullman  of  the  passenger  train  when 
the  mail  came  to  a  full  stop. 

As  a  matter  of  course  there  was  an  in- 
stant investigation,  and  profanity  enough 
to  pale  the  normal  blueness  of  the  crisp 
mountain  air.  Straightened  out,  the  story 
of  it  was  this:  The  track  repairers  had 
found  a  broken  rail  and  had  flagged  No. 
7,  after  which  the  foreman  had  run  back 
to  flag  the  mail.  He  swore  by  all  the 
gods  known  to  mankind  that  he  had  set 
up  a  red  flag  between  the  rails  to  stop 
Macartney,  and,  in  proof  thereof  showed 
the  tattered  remains  of  a  flag  which  he 
said  the  mail  had  run  down. 

Now,  Macartney  had  seen  a  green  flag, 
or  he  thought  he  had;  and,  since  green  is 
merely  a  "slow"  signal,  he  had  done  no 
more  than  to  shut  off  the  steam  until  he 
saw  the  rear  end  of  the  passenger  train 
blocking  the  way. 

There  was  no  time  to  fight  it  out  on  the 
ground,  but  both  crews  remarked  that 
after  the  first  burst  of  profanity  Macart- 
ney shut  up  like  a  clam.  And  when  the 
two  trains  were  once  more  speeding  on 
their  way  Macartney's  fireman  noticed 
that  his  mate  did  not  climb  to  the  box. 
He  stood  down  on  the  footplate  with  his 
left  hand  gripping  the  throttle— a  thing 


he  had  been  doing  a  good  deal  of  late,  as 
Tom  Barkley  remembered. 

Macartney  did  not  tell  Phemie  how  near 
her  bit  of  dress  had  come  to  figuring  in 
a  wreck  on  Jack  mountain,  and  since  he 
was  so  preoccupied  as  to  be  almost  rude, 
she  was  kinder  to  him  than  she  had  ever 
been  before— as  is  the  manner  of  women. 
Nevertheless,  he  went  back  to  his  board- 
ing house  shortly  after  Agent  Treadwill 
returned  from  supper,  and  did  not  wait 
to  take  Phemie  home,  as  was  his  custom. 
There  be  some  things  that  will  strike  a 
man  dumb  even  in  the  presence  of  the  girl 
of  his  heart;  and  Macartney  had  fallen 
upon  one  of  these  things — or  rather,  it  had 
fallen  upon  him. 

On  his  next  layover  in  Grand  Butte, 
Macartney  turned  up  at  the  office  of  the 
division  surgeon. 

"What's  that  you  say,  Mac— want  to 
take  the  eye  test?"  said  the  kindly  little 
gentleman  whom  the  men  on  the  division 
called  the  "bone-jointer." 

"You're  the  first  man  on  the  road  to 
come  in  for  that  till  he  had  to.  What's 
wrong  with  you  ?" 

"Don't  know  as  there  is  anything 
wrong.  But  I  thought  I'd  like  to  be  put 
through  again.  And,  say,  doc;  make  it 
binding." 

Surgeon  Kinnebrew  did  make  it  bind- 
ing, as  binding  as  if  the  blonde  giant 
were  trying  to  qualify  as  a  salesman  at  a 
ribbon  counter.  It  was  all  to  no  purpose, 
so  far  as  any  discoverable  flaw  in  Macart- 
ney's eyesight  was  concerned.  He  could 
distinguish  perfectly,  not  only  the  pri- 
mary colors,  but  all  the  intermediate 
shades  to  the  very  blending  point  of  blue 
and  green  by  lamplight. 

"You're  all  right,"  said  the  doctor. 

"Yes,"  said  Macartney,  but  there  was 
no  assurance  in  him. 

"What  made  you  think  you  were  not?" 

"Two  or  three  things  that  I  can't  ex- 
plain; red  and  white  getting  tangled;  or 
seeming  to  get  tangled  once  in  a  while." 

"It's  that  d  d  electric  headlight," 

growled  the  little  doctor.  "I've  told  'em 
it  would  ruin  every  pair  of  eyes  on  the 
road." 

"Yes,  but  " 

"But  what?" 

"The  last  time  it  happened  in  broad 
daylight."  Cnnalo 
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"Oho,  did,  eh?  Then  it's  your  liver, 
most  likely.  Be  careful  of  what  you  eat, 
and  make  sure  of  your  sleep;  no  overtime, 
mind  you,  till  the  symptoms  disappear 
altogether.  I  suppose  by  rights  I  ought 
to  lay  you  off,  but  I  shan't.  You  know 
your  responsibility,  and  I  am  going  to 
trust  you  not  to  take  any  bad  chances." 

"Thank  you,  doc,"  and  Macartney  went 
to  get  some  of  the  permitted  sleep  on  the 
spot. 

For  a  fortnight  after  this  there  was  no 
more  bad  "symptoms,"  and  Macartney 
began  to  breathe  freer— and  to  run  less 
like  a  man  whose  nerve  is  evaporating. 
Moreover,  he  won  golden  encomiums  in 
his  masterly  handling  of  the  fast  mail. 
There  was  a  $500  government  penalty  for 
the  non- delivery  of  the  mail  on  schedule 
time  at  the  terminals;  and  to  safeguard 
against  this  the  company  gave  its  mail 
engineers  a  substantial  bonus  for  all  the 
lost  time  regained  on  any  divisional  run. 
Mac's  "bonus  fund"  grew  with  every 
trip;  and  as  Phemie  seemed  to  interest 
herself  shyly  in  the  accumulation,  Macart- 
ney took  courage  and  put  in  his  dead 
time  in  Grand  Butte,  haunting  the  house 
furnishing  shops. 

But  the  disappearance  of  the  "symp- 
toms" proved  to  be  only  temporary.  Once 
again,  when  he  was  passing  a  freight 
train  at  a  blind  siding,  with  the  507  plung- 
ing along  at  a  50-mile  gait,  the  nearest 
switch- light  sputtered  and  turned  first 
blue  and  then  red.  But  it  went  white 
again  before  he  could  do  anything  more 
than  shut  off  steam;  so  nothing  worse 
than  another  of  the  terrible  nerve-shak- 
ings came  of  this. 

Yet  it  was  enough  to  send  him  to 
Phemie  in  despair;  and  the  next  evening 
when  they  were  alone  together  in  the 
office  at  Lone  Pine,  he  made  a  clean 
breast  of  his  troubles  eye- wise. 

"You  poor  boy!"  she  said  (he  was  five 
years  her  senior  and  big  enough  to  make 
two  such  men  as  her  father),  "why  didn't 
you  tell  me  before?" 

"I  haven't  had  the  heart  to  tell  any- 
body. You  see  it  means  a  lot  to  me, 
Phemie.  If  I  admit  it  as  a  fact,  I've  got 
to  throw  up  my  job." 

"It  would  mean  a  lot  to  anyone.  Can't 
you  account  for  it  in  any  way?" 

"No.  Doc  Kinnebrew  said  it  was  'liver,* 


but,  pshaw!  I'm  as  strong  as  a  mule  and 
as  well  as  a  man  could  be  and  not  burst." 

She  was  sewing  on  a  piece  of  red  stuff 
he  had  bought  for  her,  and  for  a  time  her 
needle  flew  in  silence.  Then  she  said: 
"Has  it— have  you  ever  thought  that 
somebody  might  be  playing  tricks  on 
you?" 

Macartney's  tilted  chair  came  to  the 
floor  with  a  crash.  "By  George!"  he 
said  :  then  he  shook  his  head.  "I  thought 
I  had  a  notion ;  but  it  won't  fit  all  the 
times." 

"Tell  me,"  she  commanded. 

"The  first  time  it  happened  was  when  I 
was  passing  Bart  Logan's  train  at  Ma- 
verick. The  next  time  I  was  deadhead- 
ing with  him  on  No.  18.  Last  night  it  was 
his  train  again  I  was  passing  at  the  blind 
siding.  But  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  rip-up  on  Jack  Mountain.  He  was  in 
Grand  Butte  that  day." 

"I'm  afraid  he  has  a  spite  at  you.  John, 
and— I  know  he  is  a  desperate  man.  You 
must  be  very  careful." 

That  was  all  she  would  say,  but  it  was 
enough  to  send  Macartney  off  with  his 
heart  afire;  also  with  a  firm  determina- 
tion to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  the 
superintendent  at  the  first  opportunity. 
So  much  he  owed  to  himself,  the  com- 
pany, and  to  those  whose  lives  he  held  in 
his  hand  on  the  arrow  flight  bursts  of 
the  fast  mail. 

But  the  climax  came  first,  as  climaxes 
are  wont  to  come.  When  Macartney 
reached  Grand  Butte  on  his  return  trip 
the  superintendent  was  away,  and  Mac 
went  west  again  the  following  day,  with 
the  fast  mail,  hours  late;  a  stiff  head  wind 
blowing  a  gale  to  make  it  still  later,  and 
everybody  was  swearing  at  the  tangle  the 
delayed  train  with  despotic  rights  was 
bound  to  bring  about  on  the  division. 

It  was  a  day  of  petty  disasters.  First, 
a  hot  box  under  one  of  the  mail  cars  be- 
gan to  kill  time.  Then  a  freight  train 
jumped  the  iron  on  the  main  Hoe  and 
threw  the  mail  still  farther  off;  with  a 
three-hour  wait  while  the  wrecking  crew 
was  picking  up  the  remains.  Last  of  all, 
the  507  slipped  an  eccentric,  and  though 
Mac  and  his  fireman  worked  like  mad  to 
set  it,  another  hour  went  to  the  bad. 

Taking  it  all  in  all,  Macartney  did  as 
well  as  the  best  man  on  the  division  could 
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have  done  under  like  hard  conditions,  bnt 
it  was  long  past  dark  when  the  fast  mail 
thundered  into  the  deep  mountain  valley 
where  Lone  Pine  nestles  at  the  end  of  the 
Mountain  division. 

Two  miles  east  of  the  station,  when 
Macartney  was  getting  the  last  possible 
wheel-turn  out  of  the  507  in  a  final  spurt, 
a  red  glare  sprang  up  between  the  rails 
less  than  a  hundred  yards  in  front,  light- 
ing up  the  frowning  mountains  and  turn- 
ing the  foaming  torrent  at  the  trackside 
into  a  river  of  blood. 

Macartney  Aung  himself  upon  throttle 
and  air  brake  like  a  man  possessed,  and 
the  big  flyer  groaned  and  heaved  and 
buckled,  coming  to  a  stand  with  the 
sputtering  Bengal  light  fizzing  beneath 
her  machinery. 

"Now,  what  in  h  "  He  did  not  finish 

the  objurgation.  Instead,  he  whipped  out 
of  the  cab  and  sprang  to  the  ground  in 
good  time  to  catch  Phemie  when  she 
stumbled  and  would  have  fallen. 

"What  is  it,  Phemie,  dear?  Are  you 
hurt?" 

She  shook  her  head.  "No,  not— not 
hurt,"  she  panted.  And  then,  "He's  set- 
ting a  trap  for  you,  and  I— I  ran  all  the 
way." 

"Who  is  setting  a  trap  for  me?" 

"Bart  Logan.  I  saw  him  doing  some- 
thing to  the  switch  just  opposite  our 
house.  I  had  no  lantern,  so  I  got  some 
of  Bennie's  Christmas  fireworks  and  ran. 
Oh-h-h!  I  was  so  afraid  it  wouldn't  turn 
out  to  be  a  red  light,  after  all!  And,  John, 
that  was  a  green  flag  you  ran  down  on 
Jack  Mountain.  The  section  foreman 
told  a— story  to  save  himself.  I  heard  all 
about  it  on  the  wires  this  morning." 

He  put  her  up  into  the  cab  without  a 
word,  and  was  stowing  her  on  his  box- 
seat  when  the  mail  conductor  came  en- 
gine-ward, swearing  piteously  at  this  new 
delay.  Macartney  explained  in  a  whis- 
pered sentence,  and  the  big  conductor 
climbed  to  the  footboard. 

"All  right,"  he  said.  "Goon,  and  when 
you  get  to  the  switch,  give  her  the  air 
sort  o'  sudden,  and  I'll  drop  off  and  nab 
him.  Howdy,  Miss  Phemie?" 

When  the  switch  in  front  of  the  agent's 
cottage  came  in  sight,  it  showed  a  white 
light,  as  it  should.  But  when  the  507  was 
almost  upon  it,  it  turned  blue  and  then 


red,  and  four  pairs  of  eyes  saw  it,  as 
Macartney  had  the  train  well  under  con- 
trol, and  at  the  critical  moment  he 
checked  its  flight,  and  the  big  conductor 
leaped  from  the  gangway  far  upon  the 
shoulders  of  a  man  who  was  holding  a 
piece  of  stained  glass  before  the  yellow 
eye  of  the  switch  lamp. 

Macartney  ran  on  to  the  station,  lifted 
Phemie  down  from  the  cab,  and  turned 
his  engine  over  to  the  hostler  before  he 
spoke.   Then  he  said: 

"May  I  take  you  back  home,  Phemie?" 

She  nodded,  and  they  walked  up  the 
track  together.  Half  way  to  the  winking 
switch  they  met  the  conductor  of  the 
mail.  , 

"Confound  his  picture!  he  got  away 
from  me  after  all  and  broke  for  the  hills. 
But  I  guess  he  took  your  color-blindness 
along  with  him,  Mac.  Shall  I  report  it? 
—or  will  you?" 

"You  report  it,"  said  Macartney.  "I'll 
tell  the  old  man  about  it  first  chance  I 
get." 

The  conductor  went  on  toward  the  sta- 
tion, and  when  they  were  alone  again 
Macartney  said:  "What  made  you  run 
so?  Were  you  afraid  some  of  Uncle  Sam's 
mail  boxes  might  get  smashed?" 

"Of  course,"  she  snapped.  "How  can 
you  ask?" 

"I  didn't  know.  But— O,  Phemie,  girl! 
now  he's  out  of  the  way,  won't  you  give 
me  just  a  little  grain  of  a  show?" 

She  laughed  softly  and  slipped  her  arm 
in  his;  this,  though  they  were  fairly  at 
the  cottage  gate.  "Can't  you  come  in 
and  let  me  get  yon  a  cup  of  coffee  and 
something  to  eat?  Supper  is  all  over 
long  ago  at  Mrs.  Raffley  s." 

"No,"  he  said,  stubbornly;  "not  till 
you  give  my  answer." 

"O,"  with  a  little  stamp  of  her  foot. 
"1  wouldn't  be  as  dense  as  a  man  for 
anything  in  the  world!  What  do  you 
want  me  to  say?" 

"Say  yes." 

"But  I  can't  give  you  a  'little  show,*  as 
you  put  it." 
"Why  can't  you?" 

"Because  I  gave  you  all  there  was  to 
give  a  long  time  ago — only  you  were  color- 
blind and  couldn't  see  it.  Now  will  you 
come  in?" 

And  he  went,  stumbling  beside  her  in  a 
new  blindness— the  blindness  of  love  un- 
denied  that  saw  no  light  save  that  in  the 
brown  eyes  that  were  laughing  up  into 
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INTERESTING 

The  rapid  growth  in  the  exportation  of 
manufactures  from  the  United  States  is 
explained  in  part  by  some  recent  studies 
of  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statistics  re- 
garding the  proportion  which  manufac- 
tures form  of  the  imports  of  the  great 
countries  and  grand  divisions  of  the 
world.  These  calculations  show  in  brief 
that  but  about  20  per  cent  of  the  importa- 
tions of  Europe  are  manufactures;  of 
Oceania,  40  per  cent;  of  Asia,  47  per  cent; 
of  America,  exclusive  of  the  United 
States,  47  per  cent;  and  of  Africa,  61  per 
cent.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
grand  divisions  in  which  manufactures 
form  the  largest  per  cent  of  imports  are 
those  in  which  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  shows  the  largest  relative 
increase  in  exports,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  growth  in  exports  of  manufactures  is 
healthful  and  promises  to  be  permanent. 
To  Europe,  whose  imports  of  manufac- 
tures form  but  about  20  per  cent  of  the 
total  importations,  the  exports  from  the 
United  States  increased  57  per  cent  from 
1893  to  1900;  to  Asia  and  Oceania,  whose 
imports  of  manufactures  form  from  40  to 
47  per  cent  of  the  total  importations,  our 
exports  increased  291  per  cent  during  the 
period  named;  and  to  Africa,  of  whose  im- 
ports manufactures  form  61  per  cent,  our 
exports  increased  235  per  cent  during  the 
period  under  consideration.  It  is  in  all 
these  markets  where  manufactures  form 
the  largest  share  of  the  imports  that  the 
European  nations  are  struggling  to  in- 
crease their  commerce.  Africa,  South 
America,  Asia  and  Oceania  are  the  fields 
of  their  greatest  activity,  and  it  is  in 
those  grand  divisions— South  America 
excepted— that  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shows  a  larger  percentage  of 
growth  than  elsewhere.  Naturally  the 
growth  in  our  exports  to  Europe  shows  a 
larger  sum  in  millions  of  dollars,  by  rea- 
son of  the  much  greater  consuming  pow- 
er of  that  grand  division,  but  a  very  large 
proportion  of  our  exports  to  Europe  con- 
sists of  natural  products,  chiefly  food- 
stuffs, while  manufactures  constitute  the 
bulk  of  our  exportations  to  other  parts  of 
the  world. 

This  disposition  of  the  continents, 
countries  and  islands  situated  far  from 


the  United  States,  and  possessed  of  lim- 
ited facilities  for  even  repairing  machin- 
ery, to  purchase  costly  and  delicately  ad- 
justed machinery  from  the  United  States, 
may  be  justly  considered  a  tribute  to  the 
skill  and  faithfulness  of  the  American 
workman.  Such  complicated  and  deli- 
cately-adjusted machines  as  clocks  and 
watches,  scientific  instruments,  sewing 
machines »  typewriters,  electrical  ma- 
chinery, shoe  machinery,  engines  and  lo- 
comotives are  purchased  with  confidence 
and  transported  to  countries  and  islands 
of  the  sea  thousands  of  miles  from  the 
workshops  and  repair  shops  in  which 
they  were  produced  to  be  handled  by 
comparatively  unskilled  operatives,  and 
with  a  confidence  that  they  may  be  relied 
upon  to  continuously  and  permanently 
perform  the  duties  for  which  they  are  in- 
tended. The  click  of  the  American  tele- 
graph instrument,  the  whir  of  its  sewing 
machines,  the  rattle  of  its  typewriters 
and  the  scream  of  its  locomotives  are 
heard  in  the  interior  of  Asia,  Africa, 
South  America  and  in  the  most  distant 
islands  of  the  sea.  In  the  last  fiscal 
year  we  exported  more  than  $125,000 
worth  of  typewriting  machines  to  Oceania; 
nearly  $30,000  worth  to  Africa;  $50,000 
worth  to  Asia,  $63,000  worth  to  Mexico; 
nearly  $50,000  worth  to  the  West  Indies; 
and  about  $70,000  worth  to  South  Ameri- 
ca. American  printing  presses  were  sent 
to  Oceania  in  1900  to  the  value  of  nearly 
$60,000;  to  Asia,  nearly  $40,000;  and  to 
South  America,  $16,000.  The  exports  of 
American  sewing  machines  in  the  fiscal 
year  1900  to  the  West  Indies  amounted 
to  $130,000;  to  Asia,  $54,000;  to  Africa, 
over  $10,000;  to  Oceania,  $531,000;  and  to 
Mexico,  Central  and  South  America,  over 
$800,000. 

Hankow,  the  Chicago,  of  China,  is  the 
subject  of  an  elaborate  discussion  in  a 
recent  number  of  the  British  Board  of 
Trade  Journal,  which  presents  certain  j 
facts  that  will  prove  of  importance  to 
Americans  interested  in  the  trade  with 
China.  Hankow  is  a  city  of  over  a  million 
inhabitants,  situated  about  600  miles  in 
the  interior  of  China,  but  reached  by 
ocean-going  steamers  which  pass  up  the 
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ffreat  Yangtze  River  to  that  point.  Lo- 
cated as  it  is  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
most  productive  and  densely  populated 
section  of  China  it  is  one  of  the  most 
important  trade  centers.  The  article  in 
question  says: 

"Of  the  treaty  ports  on  the  Yangtze, 
Hankow  is  second  in  importance,  coming 
only  after  Shanghai,  which  latter,  from 
its  position  near  the  mouth,  should  be 
regarded  more  as  a  sea  port  than  as  a 
river  port.  In  the  report  of  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  of  Customs  for  1899  it  is 
stated,  with  regard  to  the  increase  of 
shipping  at  Hankow-  in  that  year  as  com- 
pared with  1898,  that,  among  the  reasons 
for  this  increase,  maybe  noted  the  arrival 
of  ocean  steamers  with  materials  for  the 
Hankow- Pekin  Railway. 

"In  the  issue  of  the  'Indian  Import  and 
Export  Trades  Journal'  forFebruary  last, 
in  an  article  on  the  commercial  importance 
of  Hankow,  it  is  stated  that  of  all  the  towns 
in  the  interior  of  China  this  is  the  most 
likely  to  increase  in  commercial  import- 
ance within  the  next  decade.  Situated  as 
it  is  on  the  Yangtze,  680  miles  from 
Shanghai,  it  holds  the  important  position 
of  being  at  the  head  of  that  portion  of 
the  Yangtze  which  is  navigable  for  ves- 
sels drawing  up  to  ten  feet  all  the  year 
round,  and  for  ocean-going  vessels  draw- 
ing thirty  feet  during  the  flood  seasons 
(May  to  October).  It  is  also  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Han  River,  a  very  important  trade 
route  for  Chinese  junks;  and  what  is 
more  important,  the  railways  from  Pekin 
to  the  north,  and  Canton  to  the  south, 
are  to  have  their  termini  at  Hankow. 
Hankow  is,  from  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  and  from  that  of  the  foreigner,  the 
most  important  place  of  the  three  towns 
—Wuchang,  Hanyang  and  Hankow— situ- 
ated on  the  Yangtze,  close  to  each  other, 
but  separated  by  that  river  and  the  Han 
River.   Its  chief  manufacture  is  brick 
tea.   The  process,  briefly  described,  is 
simply  grinding  the  dried  tea  to  powder, 
■  cleaning  it,  and  compressing  it  by  hy- 
draulic or  steam  power  into  bricks  of 


about  half  an  inch  in  thickness,  and 
seven  by  nine  inches  width  and  length. 
These  bricks  are  almost  all  exported  to 
Russian  territory.  There  are  also  several 
works  for  the  manufacture  of  albumen 
from  the  white  of  eggs.  One  factory  will 
use  as  many  as  three  million  eggs  a 
month.  The  demand  has  caused  the 
Chinese  to  trade  largely  in  eggs.  All  the 
principal  'hongs,'  as  the  foreign  busi- 
ness houses  are  called,  are  in  the  British 
concession,  with  the  exception  of  two 
German  ones  in  their  own  concession. 
The  La-Han  Railway  will,  when  com- 
pleted, join  Hankow  with  Pekin." 

*  * 
# 

The  commerce  of  Japan,  in  which  the 
United  States  is  greatly  interested,  is 
discussed  by  the  Swiss  Consul-General 
at  Yokahoma  in  a  report  which  has  just 
reached  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics. It  shows  a  steady  increase  in  the 
importations  of  Japan  in  1900  over  those 
of  the  preceding  year,  though  in  the 
matter  of  raw  cotton  there  has  been  a 
marked  decrease.  Japan's  importations 
of  raw  cotton  in  1899  were  very  large,  and 
owing  to  the  higher  price  in  1900  and  the 
large  stock  of  American  cottons  laid  in 
during  1899  her  imports  of  that  single 
article  from  the  United  States  in  the  nine 
months  ending  with  March,  1901,  have 
been  but  $1,729,580  in  value,  as  against 
$11,517,968  in  the  corresponding  months 
of  the  fiscal  year,  1900.  As  a  consequence 
the  total  figures  of  our  exports  to  Japan 
show  a  material  decrease,  chargeable, 
however,  almost  exclusively  to  the  single 
item  of  cotton.  Even  with  this  great  re- 
duction our  total  exports  to  Japan  in  the 
nine  months  for  which  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics  has  been  completed  its  figures 
of  the  present  fiscal  year  are  nearly  two 
million  dollars  in  excess  of  the  corre- 
sponding months  of  the  fiscal  year  1899, 
though,  as  above  observed,  less  than 
those  created  by  the  abnormal  importa- 
tion of  American  cottons  in  the  fiscal 
year,  1900. 
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"Yes,  I  was  once  a  railroad  man.  Ah, 
you  shudder  to  think  that  such  a  grovel- 
ing beast  as  I  was  ever  anything  honor- 
able and  especially  anything  near  what 
you  are.  Yet  there  was  a  time  when  I 
was  a  man,  and  a  man  whom  no  one  was 
ashamed  to  own  as  a  friend.  How  did  I 
ever  become  such  a  wreck?  Would  you 
really  like  to  know?  Then  listen  and  I 
will  tell  you  all  the  sad  story,  for  there 
are  hopes  way  down  in  my  sin-besotted 
heart  that  such  a  tale  might  help  others 
to  be  braver  than  I.  Yes,  even  I,  a  man 
yet  not  a  man,  a  wretch,  a  drunkard,  an 
opium  eater,  have  still  a  faint  desire  to 
help  others." 

"From  my  earliest  youth  I  fostered  an 
ambition  to  be  a  railroad  man.  In  my 
eyes,  a  good,  honest,  upright  railroad 
man  was  the  very  acme  of  perfection,  as 
perfection  runs  in  this  world,  so  you  can 
imagine  my  delight  when,  still  a  boy  in 
years,  my  ambition  was  gratified.  The 
road  on  which  I  worked  was  a  good  one 
for  the  employes.  The  managers  were 
honest  men  who  believed  in  the  employes 
doing  their  duty,  but  who  had  moderate 
views  as  to  what  that  duty  was.  They 
were  not  of  the  kind  who  live  on  stilts , 
but  were  railroad  men  with  the  rest  of 
us.  I  did  very  well  in  my  place  and  was 
promoted  rapidly  until,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four,  I  was  a  conductor  with  a 
good  sum  of  money  ahead— for  a  rainy 
day,  I  said— for  my  marriage  day  said  my 
friends.  I  laughed  at  the  idea  and  told 
them  I  had  no  thought  of  marrying,  giv- 
ing no  reason  and  really  having  none, 
save  never  having  found  the  one  who 
pleased  me  sufficiently  to  bring  up  the 
thought.  I  was  young,  single,  had  some 
money  and  they  said,  though  you'd  never 
think  it  now,  good  looking,  so  was  in- 
vited to  about  everything  that  was  going 
and  was  made  quite  a  pet  of,  as  the  boys 
would  laughingly  tell  me.  I  had  always 
believed  in  keeping  myself  as  neat  as 
possible  and  did  so  even  when  on  the 
road  until  the  boys  gave  me  the  sobriquet 
of  'the  dude  conductor'  and  'the  dude'. 
Not  in  mockery,  mind  you,  for  none  of 


DEXISON. 
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them  dared  mock  me  even  if  a  disposition 
to  do  so  had  existed,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  did." 

"I  had  made  a  great  friend— a  good 
and  true  friend— I  thought,  of  another 
young  conductor  on  the  same  line  and 
when  we  were  in  town  together  we  were 
almost  inseparable.  I  really  believe  there 
was  nothing  I  would  not  have  done  for 
Will  Ingram  in  thos#days  and  I  thought 
he  would  have  done  anything  for  me." 

"One  day  when  I  had  been  at  home 
resting,  rather  longer  than  usual,  one  of 
the  boys,  Tom  Ogilvie,  came  to  my  board- 
ing house  and  asked  me  to  go  with  him  to 
a  little  country  town  about  five  miles 
away.  The  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to 
see  a  cousin,  a  girl,  he  said,  who  was 
just  as  sweet  and  pretty  as  a  girl  could 
be.  I  was  just  in  the  humor  for  such  a 
trip  and  expected  to  find  at  the  end  of  it 
some  pretty  but  bashful  country  maiden. 
We  were  to  drive  out  and  come  back  the 
next  morning,  as  there  was  too  much 
dust  in  the  roads  to  make  two  trips  in 
one  day  pleasant." 

"We  left  our  rig  at  the  stable  and 
walked  out  to  the  house  which  was  just 
at  the  border  of  the  little  town.  It  was  a 
large,  two- story,  old  fashioned  white 
house,  with  a  yard  full  of  those  sweet 
smelling  flowers  one  naturally  expects  to 
find  with  such  a  home.  We  opened  the 
low  white  gate  and  walked  slowly  up  the 
smooth  path,  bordered  on  each  side  with 
pinks  and  sweet  peas.  The  front  door 
was  standing  wide  open  and  we  could  see 
through  the  airy  old  hall  to  the  back 
fence  overgrown  with  honeysuckle.  There 
was  a  low  rocker  on  the  porch,  which 
stirred  as  if  it  had  just  been  vacated. 
The  air  was  quiet  and  a  hush  was  over 
everything,  such  as  seems  always  to  go 
with  the  gloaming." 

"Tom  rang  the  bell  and  we  waited 
rather  impatiently  until  a  plump,  moth- 
erly looking  woman  appeared  and  invited 
us  into  the  parlor.  This  room  was  full 
of  dainty  pictures  and  chairs,  with  an 
upright  piano  to  cap  the  climax,  making 
of  it  another  surprise,  as  I  had  expected 
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to  find  nothing  but  a  stiff,  nninviting  old 
fashioned  room.  Mand  was  not  at  home, 
she  told  us,  having  walked  down  the  road 
with  a  friend,  bnt  wonld  be  back  right 
away.  Then  she  bade  Tom  make  him-, 
self  and  me  at  home,  as  he  knew  so  well 
how  to  do,  since  she  was  alone  and  must 
attend  to  matters  in  the  kitchen.  It  was 
just  the  sort  of  a  reception  to  put  a  vis- 
itor at  his  ease,  but  after  Tom  had  taken 
me  to  a  room  which  he  assured  me  was 
his,  and  I  had  removed  some  of  the  dust 
of  travel,  I  felt  still  better.  We  came 
down  to  the  porch  and  were  having  a 
cigar,  when  the  sight  of  a  slender  figure 
in  white,  coming  up  the  walk  made  me 
throw  mine  away  and  sent  Tom  hurrying 
out  to  meet  the  new  comer." 

"  'It's  Tom,  I  just  know,'  she  cried  in  a 
sweet,  child-like  voice,  before  he  gave 
her  a  big  bear  hug  and  kiss,  which  made 
her  draw  away  from  him  in  pretended 
anger,  saying:  'Tom,  you  must  not. 
We're  getting  too  big  for  that  now.'  " 

"  'Well,  say  Maud,  I've  brought  one  of 
the  boys  out  to  see  you,*  blurted  out  Tom. 
'Miss  Ogilvie,  this  is  Mr.  Reynolds.  He 
is  one  of  my  best  friends,  Miss  Modesty, 
and  I  want  you  to  treat  him  well.'  " 

"She  turned  to  me  with  a  smile  and 
said:  'If  you  have  really  been  a  friend  to 
that  boy  I  want  to  see  your  face,  so  let  us 
go  in  where  we  can  have  alight,'  and  she 
led  the  way  into  the  parlor  and  lighted  a 
lamp.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  I  saw  her. 
To  save  myself  I  can  give  you  no  descrip- 
tion which  will  do  her  half  justice.  It 
was  not  her  beauty  especially,  though 
she  was  pretty,  but  there  was  something 
in  her  face  which  took  my  heart  captive 
on  the  instant." 

"She  was  only  a  child- woman,  but  my 
heart  went  out  to  her  and  she  must  have 
known  it  from  the  first.  She  was  so 
sweet  and  winning  that  my  dreams  were 
all  of  her,  as  were  my  first  thoughts  on 
waking  the  next  morning.  When  I  came 
down  the  first  sound  to  greet  my  ears  was 
a  clear,  high  voice,  singing  a  dear  old 
ballad  with  a  wealth  of  expression.  She 
was  tying  up  a  loose  bouquet  of  sweet 
peas  for  the  breakfast  table,  and  at  my 
request,  pinned  a  few  pinks  to  the  lapel 
of  my  coat." 

"Yes,  I  was  coming  back  in  a  very  few 
days,  and  then  whenever  I  could  I  was  to 


drive  out  and  be  made  welcome.  The 
memory  of  her  sweet  face  and  dainty 
ways  lingered  with  me.  I  told  myself 
over  and  over  how  fair  she  was  and 
laughed  to  think  how,  only  a  few  days 
days  before,  I  had  declared  the  woman 
did  not  live  whom  I  would  marry.  Well, 
it  was  only  a  month,  a  short,  sweet 
month,  before  we  were  engaged.  To  me 
that  was  a  month  of  bliss.  I  looked  for- 
ward to  every  visit  to  the  old  white  house 
as  a  visit  to  paradise.  How  vividly  every 
incident  is  painted  on  my  memory,  and 
the  evening  I  asked  her  to  be  my  wife  is 
still  clear  and  near  as  though  it  were  but 
yesterday.  I  had  driven  out  after  dusk 
and  surprised  her.  She  was  on  the  porch 
when  I  entered  the  gate  and  the  thought 
that  she  must  be  looking  for  me  brought 
a  throb  of  happiness  such  as  comes  only 
once  in  a  lifetime.  It  never  once  entered 
my  mind  that  she  might  refuse  me,  though 
she  had  never  given  me  proof  positive  of 
her  love.  She  stood  up  and  held  out  her 
hands.  Then  and  there  I  asked  her  to  be 
mine— told  her  how  I  loved  her,  nay, 
worshiped  her." 

"It  is  only  the  story  of  a  strong  man's 
undoing.  I  did  not  think  because  she 
looked  at  me  so  calmly  she  could  not  un- 
derstand. Fool  that  I  was,  I  was  content 
when  she  told  me  that  she  loved  me,  yet 
feared  it  was  not  such  a  love  as  I  bore 
for  her;  that  I  must  teach  her  more  of  it 
every  day;  that  she  would  be  my  good 
little  wife.   I  was  in  paradise." 

"Of  course,  Tom  had  to  spread  the  news 
all  along  the  road  and,  as  the  boys  were 
terrible  teases,  you  may  imagine  the  re- 
sult. Still  I  was  nothing  but  proud  of  it 
until  my  dear  friend  Will  came  to  me  with 
a  reproachful  look  and  congratulated  me, 
saying  in  the  same  breath  he  never 
thought  to  hear  of  my  engagement  from 
another.  I  was  all  contrition  at  the 
thought  of  having  neglected  such  a  friend 
and  to  make  amends  invited  him  to  go 
out  with  me  the  following  Sunday  and 
see  her.  It  is  needless  to  say  he  went, 
and  it  was  a  proud  moment  when  I  intro- 
duced my  sweetheart  and  my  friend. 
They  had  little  to  say  to  each  other  that 
evening,  but  I  noticed  that  Will  looked  at 
her  a  great  deal." 

"A  change  came  slowly  over  him  after 
that.   He  was  brusque  and  short  with  me 
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at  times  and  then  began  to  avoid  me. 
When  we  met  he  acted  strangely  and 
talked  to  me  more,  I  thonght,  as  a  woman 
should  be  talked  to.  Then  his  tenderness 
would  vanish  and  he  would  be  the  model 
cynic  again.  But  Maud  made  it  all  up  by 
her  sympathy  and  affection.  The  time 
was  drawing  near  for  our  marriage,  and 
though  she  was  always  deep  in  'clothes' 
she  readily  left  them  for  my  entertain- 
ment. One  day  I  found  her  crying  as  if 
her  heart  were  broken,  but  the  storm  was 
followed  by  a  rippling  shower  of  laughter 
and  I  passed  it  all  by  as  a  fit  of  nervous- 
ness which  would  soon  be  over." 

"At  last  the  day  came.  It  was  as  bright 
and  fair  as  one  could  wish.  I  had  char- 
tered a  special  car  for  my  party  and  all 
was  in  readiness  for  the  start,  even  to  the 
present  I  had  chosen  for  my  bride-to-be. 
Tom  was  to  be  one  of  the  ushers  and  we 
were  talking  over  the  arrangements  when 
a  messenger  boy  handed  me  the  follow- 
ing telegram:  'Maud  is  married  to W.  A. 
Ingram.  Ran  away.  With  sorrow.  J.  A. 
Ogilvie.'  " 

"No— I  did  not  leave  the  town.  After 
working  two  days  I  went  on  a  protracted 
spree.  Yes  I— who  had  never  taken  a  drop 
before,  who  prided  myself  on  my  soberness 
—I  taunted  myself  with  thoughts  of  former 
goodness.  'It  is  only  the  mean,'  I  said, 
'the  treacherous  and  wicked  whom  the 


world  uses  well.  Of  what  use  are  the 
good  except  to  be  imposed  upon?  And 
as  for  good  women,  there  are  none.  Who 
dares  say  there  are,  when  the  one  seem- 
ingly fairest  and  purest  in  the  whole 
world  is  only  a  snake.'  " 

"I  went  from  bad  to  worse.  Drinking 
lost  me  my  position.  Drinking  took  all 
my  money.  Then  came  the  other  tempta- 
tion, and  I  was  lost.  My  friends  and  the 
Order  made  noble  efforts  to  save  me,  but 
it  was  all  in  vain.  The  only  way  to  drown 
my  troubles;  the  only  way  to  live  in 
sleepy  happiness ;  my  goddess ;  my  all 
was  that  fiend— opium.  So  the  years  have 
rolled  along.  This  way  and  that  way  I 
have  managed  to  live,  caring  little"  for  the 
wickedness  of  my  course,  until  now  when 
my  days,  yes,  almost  my  hours,  are  num- 
bered, I  am  trying  to  make  my  peace  with 
God.  I  know  now  how  wrong  it  all  has 
been  and  am  greatly  troubled  at  having 
been  so  weak  and  cowardly.  Yet,  how  I 
loved  her,  and  she— so  fair— so  false." 

"I  would  have  you  tell  all  your  friends 
how  I — a  young  man,  barely  thirty — am 
wrecked.  Tell  them  how  I  loved  a  false 
woman  and  when  she  betrayed  me  I  was 
so  cowardly  as  to  destroy  the  youth  God 
gave  me  for  the  sake  of  drink  and  drug 
and  suffering.  Tell  them  my  last  warn- 
ing is— 'Beware  of  whisky  and  opium.'  " 
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Mr.  J.  C.  Boscha,  chief  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  transpor- 
tation of  the  Kansas  City  Southern,  is  in 
the  city,  says  the  Galveston  News,  in  the 
interest  of  fifteen  cars  of  the  Kansas 
City  Southern,  which  were  distributed 
along  the  beach  and  through  the  woods 
off  the  Gulf  &  Interstate  by  the  storm  of 
September  8.  The  Kansas  City  Southern 
was  unfortunate  in  having  fifty-four  of 
its  cars  in  the  path  of  the  storm  along 
the  Gulf  &  Interstate,  and  fortunate  in 
having  recovered  all  but  the  fifteen.  The 
fifteen  cars  are  not  out  of  sight,  but  are 
out  of  reach,  and  seem  destined  to  blister 
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and  burn  in  the  summer  sun  unless  some 
arrangement  can  be  made  for  their  de- 
livery to  a  railroad  without  the  expendi- 
ture of  their  value  for  the  undertaking. 
The  storm  tore  up  several  miles  of  track 
of  the  Gulf  &  Interstate,  and  it  so  hap- 
pened that  the  track  bearing  these  fifteen 
cars  was  picked  up  by  the  storm  and 
carried  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  The 
cars  suffered  very  slightly  in  their  aerial 
flight  on  the  wings  of  the  hurricane,  but 
were  landed  several  hundred  yards  from 
a  railroad  in  cornfields  and  other  foreign 
territory.  To  build  a  railroad  to  where 
each  car  is  planted  would  cost,  so  say  the 
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engineers  who  have  figured  on  the  propo- 
sition, about  as  much  if  not  a  little  more 
than  the  value  of  the  rolling  stock  itself. 
To  wait  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Gulf 
&  Interstate  seems  a  rather  indefinite 
proposition,  and  to  leave  the  cars  end  up 
in  the  cornfields  is  to  tempt  fate  and  per- 
haps sacrifice  the  property.  The  Gulf  & 
Interstate  management  promises  to  pick 
up  the  derelicts  when  the  road  is  rebuilt, 
but  makes  no  promise  as  to  when  this 
will  be.  Mr.  Boscha  is  not  complaining, 
and  in  fact  he  said  he  congratulates  the 
Gulf  &  Interstate  in  rescuing  thirty-nine 
of  the  Kansas  City  Southern  cars,  all  of 
which  were  thrown  from  the  tracks  by  the 
storm.  These  happened  to  fall  near  the 
tracks  which  remained  on  the  ground, 
and  the  Gulf  &  Interstate  picked  them 
up  and  sent  them  to  Beaumont  for  de- 
livery to  the  Kansas  City  Southern. 

But  the  palm  for  labor  and  much  worri- 
ment  over  the  loss  of  a  car  is  passed  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  It  seems 
that  a  Pennsylvania  box  car  was  among 
the  unfortunates  which  went  up  in  the  air 
and  were  carried  away  off  the  tracks  of 
the  Gulf  &  Interstate  by  the  storm.  Not 
a  splinter  of  the  box  has  been  found,  but 
the  trucks  and  wheels  survived.  In  the 
course  of  time  the  car  was  missed  at 
headquarters,  and  a  tracer  located  it  as 
having  last  been  seen  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  beach  several  hundred  yards 


from  habitation  or  railroads  on  the  shore 
of  Galveston  Bay.  The  car  department 
of  the  model  railway  opened  up  a  corre- 
spondence with  the  Gulf  &  Interstate 
management,  this  road  being,  as  is  well 
known,  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver.  The 
situation  was  explained  by  the  Gulf  & 
Interstate  people,  who  stated  that  when 
the  road  is  rebuilt  the  remains  of  the 
car  will  be  picked  up  and  delivered  to  the 
Pennsylvania;  that  the  Gulf  &  Interstate 
was  not  responsible  for  the  storm  nor  for 
the  behavior  of  the  car  on  that  fatal 
night.  Many  more  letters  passed  between 
the  officials,  and  finally  the  Pennsylvania 
management  sent  a  bill  for  $206  in  settle- 
ment offall  claim  for  the  lost  car.  The 
Gulf  &  Interstate  replied  again  explain- 
ing the  circumstances  and  adding  that 
the  company  was  not  responsible  for  the 
car's  wandering  or  floating  off  in  the 
high  tide.  But£the  last  letter  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Line  capped  the  climax.  It 
asks  if  the  car  was  in  transit  when  it  met 
with  the  accident,  and  if  any  other  prop- 
erty in  the  Jvicinity  suffered  from  the 
storm.  The  letter  also  inquired  for  in- 
formation about  the  hurricane,  the  extent 
of  the  storm  and  the  amount  of  damage 
sustained  in  the  vicinity  of  Bolivar  Point. 

The  Gulf|&;  Interstate  [people  in  reply 
mailed  a  copy  of  {the  Galveston  News,  in 
which  was  published  the  story  of  the 
storm  of  September  8,  1900. 


A  BIT  OF  ADVICB. 


If  politics  has  charms  for  you. 

Or  You're  inclined  that  way. 
Jnst  wait  and  listen  a  short  time 

What  others  have  to  say. 

To  politicians  you  may  go 
With  a  plea  that's  jnst  and  right. 

They'll  stand  yon  off  and  tell  you  to 
Come  around  some  other  night. 

Then  if  you  go  they're  always  out. 

Which  at  first  was  the  intention: 
Then  "heelers'*  say  you  don't  stand  in— 

You  must  howl  at  the  convention. 

If  politics  you  enter  in 
And  think  that  you  are  "lots." 

You  better  far  improve  your  time 
By  counting  up  the  dots. 

Their  promises  are  by  the  score. 

Their  actions  full  of  blots; 
They  laugh  and  tell  the  laboring  man 

To  go  and  count  the  dots. 


But  when'campaigns  are  on  and  ripe. 

And  votes  they  want  by  lota. 
They  then  forget  and  then  deny 

They  advised  you  to  count  the  dots. 

If  anything  to  them  yon  take. 

They'll  sign  in  lines  or  spots. 
All  this  good  time'you  waste  away. 

While  you  might  be  counting  dots. 

How  eager  they  are  all  to  sign. 

After  which  they  lay  their  plots. 
And  to  each  other  they  will  say. 

We'll  send  him  counting  dots. 

Their  word  is  never  worth  a  cent. 

Their  names  they  count  for  naught 
Unless  you've  been  a  gutter  snipe 

You'll  surely  count  the  dot. 

So  stay  away  from  politics. 

Such  as  laying  plots. 
Youlbetter  help  your  wife  and  kids 
At  counting  up  the  dots. 
Harrisburg.  Pa.  -McGurgik. 
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A^BRICAM  RAILWAY  f\Bti  IN  n^XICO. 


Basing  our  conclusions  on  the  hypothe- 
sis that  there  is  some  fire  where  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  smoke,  we  took  up  edito- 
rially in  our  last  number  a  brief  discus- 
sion of  the  manner  of  legal  procedure  in 
the  republic  of  Mexico,  where  alleged 
criminal  carelessness  is  assumed  for 
every  accident  that  results  in  the  loss  of 
life.  We  do  not  wish  to  enter  unjust 
criticisms  against  Mexican  laws  and  cus- 
toms, nor  complain  until  we  have  been 
hurt,  but  it  appeals  to  us  that  there  must 
be  some  just  ground  for  complaint  when 
the  representative  citizens  of  a  border 
city  whose  facilities  for  acquiring  accu- 
rate data  on  the  subject  warrant  their  in- 
terference. 

We  have  made  an  examination  of  the 
language  used  by  a  representative  from 
the  republic  of  Mexico,  one  who  also 
holds  a  position  on  one  of  the  Mexican 
lines,  and  his  statement  does  not  bear 
out  the  assertion  that  injustice  is  prac- 
ticed upon  Americans  who  run  trains 
where  he  is  located.  In  substance  he 
says: 

"I  have  been  in  Mexico  five  and  one- 
half  years  and  I  guess  that  the  train  that 
I  have  been  running  has  killed  at  least 
fifteen  or  eighteen  peons,  and  I  have  never 
been  jailed  a  minute  in  my  life  in  Mexico  or 
any  place  else.  It  is  true  there  are  sev- 
eral engineers  at  present  that  are  in  jail 
at  Mexico.    I  believe  that  there  are  two 


or  three  on  the  Mexican  road,  but  from 
all  I  can  learn  I  do  not  think  it  is  on  ac- 
count of  running  over  peons  or  anything 
like  that.  Several  engineers  came  to  me 
and  said  that  they  would  like  to  have  me 
take  the  matter  up. 

"I  asked  them  if  there  were  any  conduc- 
tors they  knew  of  in  jail  in  Mexico,  but 
they  knew  of  none.  I  made  dilligent  in- 
quiry myself  and  I  do  not  know  of  a 
single  conductor  who  is  incarcerated  to- 
day—and I  am  pretty  well  informed  on 
those  things  down  there.  If  there  is  one 
in  jail  it  is  not  for  killing  a  peon  or  run- 
ning over  him,  but  is  in  jail  for  some- 
thing justifiable.  *  *  *  *  When  you 
kill  a  peon  or  run  over  one,  they  will  send 
an  order  from  the  court  and  say:  'Please 
appear  and  give  your  testimony  as  to 
how  this  happened.'  It  is  nothing  more 
than  a  coroners'  inquest  in  the  United 
States.  If  a  coroner  asks  for  your  testi- 
mony in  the  United  States  you  are  com- 
pelled to  give  it,  and  you  are  required  to 
do  the  same  in  Mexico." 

While  the  above  statement  does  not  in- 
clude a  single  instance  of  the  incarcera- 
tion of  conductors,  it  does  admit  the  fact 
that  engineers  are  held  in  jail  pending  a 
hearing.  We  are  all  well  acquainted 
with  the  usual  circumstances  surround- 
ing the  killing  of  persons  by  railroad 
trains,  and  it  is  safe  to  assume  that 
where  instances  of  this  nature  do  occur 
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they  are  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  pre- 
vent them  with  the  appliances  at  hand  that 
he  has  to  work  with.  There  is  no  legal 
reason  why  a  conductor  cannot  be  held  an 
accessory  if  engineers  are  made  princi- 
pals in  affairs  of  this  nature,  for  the 
nature  of  the  work  they  perform  demands 
that  they  work  in  conjunction  and  under 
the  conductor's  orders. 

From  the  same  list  of  statements  bear- 
ing upon  this  subject  we  find  the  follow- 
ing from  another  person  well  qualified  to 
judge  of  the  facts  as  they  exist  as  effects 
the  jailing  of  railroad  men  in  Mexico  for 
maiming  and  killing  persons  on  Mexican 
roads. 

He  says: 

"One  of  our  conductors  running  out  of 
El  Paso  had  a  tramp,  or  peon,  on  his 
train,  and  a  few  miles  out  he  fell  off.  No 
one  of  the  crew  knew  he  was  on  the  train. 
On  their  arrival  at  the  terminal  station 
the  conductor  and  his  brakemen  were 
thrown  into  jail.  There  is  a  law  in  Mexico 
that  puts  them  into  the  'dark  hole'  for 
seventy-two  hours.  This  means,  too,  that 
you  cannot  communicate  with  a  prisoner 
for    seventy-two    hours.     They  were 
kept  in  jail  about  ten  days  before  they 
were  admitted  to  bail.  *    *    *    *  The 
brakeman's  father  was  a  chaplain  in  the 
United  States  army  and  we  were  in  hope 
that  it  would  be  taken  up  in  Washington 
and  establish  something  definite  along 
protective  lines  that  would  do  us  some 
good.   I  was  employed  in  Mexico  six 
years  and  I  have  seen  a  great  many  cases 
of  that  kind  and  it  has  taken  a  great 
deal  of  hard  work  to  get  the  accused  out 
of  jail.   It  is  a  practice  with  Mexicans  to 
arrest  persons  for  running  over  people  of 
whom  they  know  nothing.   The  laws  of 
Mexico  are  peculiar.   They  put  a  man  in 
jail  and  if  the  accused  can  succeed  in 
securing  bail  the  case  never  comes  to 
trial.  They  want  your  money;  they  don't 
want  the  man." 

Referring  again  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  gentleman  in  the  first  part  of  this 
article,  he  said  further : 

"While  I  do  not  think  the  statement 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mexico  was 
intended  to  be  misleading,  I  think  he  has 
done  wrong  in  creating  the  impression 
that  men  in  Mexico  get  justice  as  quick 
as  they  do  in  the  United  States.   I  have 


been  arrested  in  Mexico  for  collecting 
full  fare,  and  brought  in  and  tried.  Of 
course  I  was  turned  loose,  but  being 
yanked  up  is  very  disagreeable,  and  we 
think  it  is  time  for  the  United  States  to 
take  some  stand  so  that  an  American  in 
Mexico  can  have  the  same  protection  he 
gets  in  the  United  States.  It  is  hard 
enough  to  contend  with  the  conditions 
that  the  railroads  impose,  without  being 
subject  to  Mexican  laws  in  addition 
thereto.  In  the  case  of  the  chaplain's 
son  who  was  incarcerated,  everything 
possible  was  done  to  relieve  the  boy,  but 
until  a  bond  was  put  up  we  could  do 
nothing  at  all.  Mexican  jails  are  in- 
fested with  vermin  and  are  not  a  good 
place  to  stay." 

In  reply  to  the  above  the  representative 
from  Mexico  said : 

"I  don't  know  much  about  what  they 
do  on  the  border.  The  assertion'  I  made 
applied  to  interior  Mexico,  where  I  am. 
In  the  first  place  they  live  up  to  the  law 
down  there.  In  case  of  accident  they 
send  a  notice  to  the  official  you  are  work- 
ing for,  saying,  'I  want  such  and  such 
men  to  appear  before  my  court  and  give 
testimony  in  such  and  such  a  case,'  and 
give  him  thirty  days  to  get  there— unless 
it  is  a  very  bad  case,  then  he  is  given  but 
five  days.  If  the  party  notified  believes 
that  the  circumstances  warrant  his  being 
thrown  into  a  bastile  he  has  time  to  get 
out  of  the  country,  and  they  won't  chase 
after  him  down  there— they  are  too  tired. 
He  would  have  time  to  get  out  of  Mexico 
before  they  served  their  notice  upon  him 
to  appear." 

We  are  convinced  that  both  men,  in 
their  testimony,  have  given  what  they 
believe  to  be  facts  bearing  upon  the  pro- 
cess of  legal  procedure  in  case  of  acci- 
dent resulting  in  death  to  persons  on  or 
about  their  trains.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  the  conditions  coming  under  the  ob- 
servations of  both  warrant  two  different 
view-point  assertions.  If  this  be  true, 
we  can  only  say  that  the  enforcement  of 
the  laws  vary  in  different  localities  or 
else  there  exists  a  reason  for  more  drastic 
enforcement  of  those  laws  along  the  bor- 
der. If,  as  the  representative  from  Mexico 
says,  the  laws  are  lived  up  to  in  the  in- 
terior, then  they  must  be  exceeded  along 
the  border,  which  convinces  us  that  in 
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that  very  excess  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied lies  the  cause  for  complaints  arising 
f-?m  Americans  who  are  employed  in 
inat  locality. 

The  Railway  Age  presents  a  letter 
from  a  railroad  official  upon  the  subject 
giving  statistics  of  nationalities  employ- 
ed, which  says: 

Trainmen  in  the  service  of  the  Mexican  Central 
Railway  Company  during  the  year  ending  April 
30. 1901: 


Employed  as 


Conductors  . 
Brakemen  .. 
Engineers 
Firemen  .... 
Yardmen ... 
Total.... 


1128  597 


> 

as. 

32 


199 
625 
271 
396 
240 
1731 


During  this  period  the  following  number  of  em- 
ployes have  been  arrested,  but  inbnost  cases  they 
were  released  within  a  very  short  time:  Engin- 
eers. American  4.  Mexican  3:  firemen.  American  1. 
Mexican  1:  conductors.  American  6.  Mexican  0: 
brakemen.  American  2.  Mexican  2:  total.  Ameri- 
can 13.  Mexican  6. 

The  official  who  furnishes  The  Railway 
Age  these  figures  on  request  adds: 

The  greater  number  of  these  arrests 
were  made  at  the  instance  of  local  judges, 
who  merely  desired  the  testimony  of  the 
employes,  and  in  but  very  few  cases  as  soon 
as  the  testimony  was  given  the  employe 
was  set  at  liberty.  In  all  cases  the  Amer- 
ican employes  are  treated  with  the  ut- 
most courtesy  by  the  authorities,  and  you 
will  note  by  the  above  statement  that  the 
law  applicable  in  such  cases  covers  not 
only  American  but  native  employes  as 
well.  In  each  instance  where  our  em- 
ployes are  retained  by  order  of  the  judge, 
our  local  attorneys  are  always  promptly 
detailed  to  defend  an  employe,  and  usual- 
ly with  satisfactory  results.  I  am  unable 
to  give  data  in  regard  to  similar  condi- 
tions on  other  roads,  but  presume  they 
are  not  unlike  those  existing  on  this  com- 
pany's lines.  From  seven  years'  experi- 
ence in  this  country,  I  feel  safe  in  saying 
that  there  is  always  a  spirit  of  the  ut- 
most fairness  displayed  by  the  court 
officials,  vith  no  desire  whatever  to 
impose  hamships  on  our  employes,  and 
at  the  same  time  I  have  noticed  in 
some  United  States  papers  accounts  of 
the  unjust  imprisonment  of  employes  who 
claim  to  have  worked  for  this  company, 
which,  upon  investigation,  are  found  to 
be  entirely  false. 

Following  which  the  Railway  Age  says: 

From  the  foregoing  it  seems  evident 
that  while  there  have  been  instances  of 
unjust  arrest,  and  especially  of  delay  in 
bringing  to  trial,  the  extent  of  the  evil 
has  been  magnified.    But  a  single  in- 


stance of  unjust  treatment  of  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  should  have  redress  from  his 
government,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be 
lieve  that  the  protest  from  our  Depart- 
ment of  State  will  be  kindly  received  and 
heeded  by  the  representatives  of  Mexican 
authority.  It  is  not  the  laws  but  the  de- 
lays and  misapplication  of  the  laws 
which  constitute  the  chief  subject  of  com- 
plaint. One  of  the  movers  in  the  El  Paso 
memorial  says:  "Railway  men  do  not 
complain  of  arrest  in  cases  where  the 
criminal  negligence  can  even  be  suspect- 
ed. All  they  ask  is  prompt  and  fair  trial. 
Their  grievance  lies  in  the  prolonged  im- 
prisonment without  reasonable  effort  by 
the  authorities  to  give  them  a  fair  trial. 
Surely  this  just  demand  will  not  be  de- 
nied. 

As  to  the  principle  of  Mexican  law 
which  seeks  to  promote  the  safety  of  rail- 
way travel  by  holding  those  who  cause 
accidents  criminally  liable  for  the  results 
of  their  negligence,  instead  of  visiting 
pecuniary  penalties  upon  the  railway 
company,  which  is  itself  a  direct  and 
often  the  chief  sufferer  from  the  neglect 
of  its  employes,  something  conld  be  said 
on  both  sides.  In  the  United  States  the 
laws,  in  theory,  make  railway  employes 
liable  to  imprisonment  for  criminal  neg- 
ligence resulting  in  loss  of  life  or  physi- 
cal injury;  but  they  are  chiefly  directed 
to  holding  the  employing  company  re- 
sponsible in  pecuniary  damages  for  in- 
jury to  life,  person  or  property  through 
the  act  of  its  agents.  The  Mexican  theory 
of  justice  is  to  punish  the  individuals 
whose  negligence,  disobedience  or  incom- 
petence caused  the  accident,  and  if  inves- 
tigation showed  that  the  chief  engineer, 
master  mechanic,  general  manager  or 
any  other  official  was  primarily  responsi- 
ble for  the  casuality,  instead  of  the  train- 
men, the  presumption  is  that  such  official 
would  be  sent  to  jail  as  surely  as  a  guilty 
subordinate.  In  this  country,  if  a  train 
is  wrecked  by  the  gross  carelessness  of  an 
engineman  or  switchman,  the  company  is 
compelled  to  pay  money  for  every  pas- 
senger suffering  injury,  while  the  man 
who  caused  the  disaster  is  ordinarily 
punished  only  by  discharge.  The  result 
is  the  development  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  of  an  enormous  abuse  in  the 
form  of  jury  verdicts,  rendered  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course  against  the  defending  com- 
pany, and  often  awarding  fabulous  sums 
tor  personal  injury,  although  the  man- 
agement was  entirely  blameless.  The 
local  court  records  in  Texas  furnish  in- 
numerable examples  of  abuse  of  this 
principle  of  punishment.  In  Mexico  all 
the  railways  have  in  part  been  built  with 

Sublic  money  and  all  are  eventually  to 
ecome  government  property;  so  that  the 
theory  or  holding  the  company  pecuniar- 
ily responsible  for  the  wrongdoing  of  the 
individual  naturally  is  not  favored  as 
much  as  in  the  United  States. 

Digitized  by  CjOO^  IC 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


705 


There  are  two  propositions  expressed 
in  the  above  that  cover  all  the  facts  con- 
tained from  an  unprejudiced  view-point. 
The  Age,  in  quoting  the  El  Paso  Herald, 
says,  "their  grievance  lies  in  prolonged 
imprisonment  without  reasonable  effort 
by  the  authorities  to  give  them  a  fair 
trial,"  to  which  the  Age  replies,  "Surely 
this  just  demand  will  not  be  denied."  If 
we  were  able  to  distinguish  the  gram- 
matical mood  of  this  sentence  we  might 
disclose  a  spirit  bubbling  over  with  jus- 
tice for  fellow-Americans  or  one  subser- 
vient to  the  interests  of  railways  without 
the  least  consideration  whatever  for 
Americans  or  American  laws.  As  it  is 
we  give  the  Age  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
but  will  express  ourselves  in  the  same 
connection  in  a  mood  that  cannot  be  mis- 
understood—this just  demand  must  not 
be  denied! 

The  Age  furnishes  a  logical  explana- 
tion of  the  whole  situation  in  the  final 
sentence  which  says,  "In  Mexico  all  the 
railways  have  in  part  been  built  with  pub- 
lic money  and  all  are  eventually  to  be- 
come government  property;  so  that  the 
theory  of  holding  the  company  pecuniar- 
ily responsible  for  the  wrong-doing  of  the 
individual  naturally  is  not  favored  as 
much  as  in  the  United  States." 

We  can  readily  understand  under  these 
conditions  why  any  accident  outside  the  re- 
sult of  a  direct  act  of  Providence— and  lack 
of  proper  equipment  is  sometimes  charged 
to  this  account — is  charged  to  the  negli- 
gence of  the  men;  but  even  when  it  be 
shown  that  through  negligence  they  have 
contributed  to  loss  of  life  and  property 
their  incarceration  should  be  after  the 
offense  has  been  proved  and  not  before, 
as  is  now  the  case.  This  method  of  legal 
procedure  reminds  us  of  early  western 
lynch  law  that  hanged  the  offender  and 
tried  him  afterward. 

The  course  of  legal  procedure  that  as- 
sumes men  guilty  of  manslaughter  in 
every  instance  where  mortality  occurs  is 
absurd  and  ridiculous  in  the  extreme. 
One  who  has  not  been  associated  with 
railroad  men  in  their  work  cannot  under- 
stand the  ties  of  affection  that  bind  them 
together,  nor  the  tender  sympathy  that 
goes  out  toward  one  another  in  case  of 
accident.  With  the  spirit  that  prevails 
among  men  engaged  in  this  hazardous 


service  manslaughter  is  the  last  thing  that 
could  be  charged  against  them.  No  one 
with  even  ordinary  intelligence  in  the 
United  States  would  assume  railroad 
men  guilty  in  this  respect.  If  the  cir- 
cumstances, however,  surrounding  a  case 
resulting  in  death  clearly  proved  that  the 
act  was  premeditated  by  one  of  their 
number,  it  were  better  he  had  not  been 
born,  for  those  who  had  been  his  fellow 
companions  and  'brothers  would  be  first 
and  most  active  in  bringing  him  to  jus- 
tice. Have  we  any  reason  to  disbelieve 
that  under  similar  conditions  men  would 
not  demand  swift  justice  in  this  connec- 
tion over  the  borders  of  Mexico?  As- 
suredly we  have  not.  Can  any  state  ex- 
pect to  obtain  salutary  effects  from  laws 
that  hound  men  as  criminals  and  drive 
them  from  its  borders  thus  tending  to  es- 
tablish the  color  of  guilt  when  the  real 
facts  of  the  case  have  not  nor  never  will 
be  made  known? 

An  incident  of  this  nature  is  illustrated 
in  the  following  taken  from  the  El  Paso 
Herald: 

Another  story  of  Mexican  justice  comes 
from  Douglas,  Arizona.  Brakeman  Ap- 
pleton  of  the  El  Paso  &  Southwestern 
road  was  killed  just  across  the  line  from 
Douglas  in  Mexico.  The  train  was  back- 
ing at  a  lively  rate  on.  the  main  line.  A 
switch  was  thrown  for  a  siding  and  none 
of  the  train  crew  knew  it.  Appleton  was 
holding  the  brake  on  the  first  car  of  the 
string  when  there  came  a  crash  and  he 
was  thrown  from  the  top  of  the  car,  fall- 
ing between  the  wheels,  which  passed 
over  his  body  just  below  the  shoulders 
and  cut  it  squarely  in  two.  The  lower 
portion  of  the  body  was  dragged  for  a 
considerable  distance  over  the  ties  and 
when  released  it  rolled  off  the  track  into 
a  puddle  of  mud  and  water. 

The  accident  happened  at  10  o'clock  at 
night  and  it  was  a  dark  and  rainy  night. 
The  other  brakeman  and  the  engineer 
commenced  gathering  up  the  pieces  of 
the  upper  portion  of  the  dead  brake- 
man's  body  when  they  were  notified  by 
the  local  Mexican  authorities  to  let  it 
alone.  Then  the  trainmen  received  word 
that  an  order  for  their  arrest  had  been 
issued  and  they  hurried  to  cross  the  bor- 
der into  the  United  States. 

According  to  the  laws  of  Mexico  regard- 
ing such  cases,  the  body  could  not  be 
moved  until  the  judge  came  and  as  he 
lives  at  Fronteras  he  could  not  reach 
Douglas  until  the  second  day  after  the 
brakeman  was  killed.  For  two  nights 
and  a  day,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
second  day,  that  headless  body  lay  in 
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that  mud  puddle  beside  the  track  and 
during  the  day  hours  a  broiling  sun  beat 
down  upon  it. 

Appleton  is  well  known  in  the  south- 
west, having  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Southern  Pacific  and  the  Santa  Fe  pre- 
vious to  going  to  the  Bisbee  road,  which 
he  had  been  with  six  months.  He  was 
about  forty  years  old  and  weighed  about 
two  hundred  pounds.  The  only  relative 
he  is  known  to  have  is  a  brother,  who  was 
in  Boston  when  last  heard  from,  but  his 
address  is  not  now  known. 

The  train  was  deserted  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  across  the  line  in  Mexico 
and  Superintendent  Logan  could  not  in- 
duce any  of  the  men  to  return  to  it.  The 
following  afternoon  a  crew  was  sent  down 
to  get  it,  but  not  a  man  from  the  first 
crew  went  with  them,  for,  though  they 
were  blameless,  they  knew  that  to  pass 
across  the  border  would  mean  to  step  into 
a  Mexican  jail,  from  which  they  would  not 
be  likely  to  emerge  for  many  days. 

The  above  appeals  to  every  railroad 
man's  heart  as  one  of  those  sad  scenes 
we  are  called  upon  to  witness.  No  one 
will  say  that  the  act  was  premeditated 
that  resulted  in  this  horrible  death,  nor 
that  the  men  were  guilty  of  willfully  con- 
tributing to  it,  yet  they  were  compelled 
to  desert  the  body  of  their  comrade  in 
order  to  secure  their  personal  liberty. 
Under  such  conditions  as  these  it  is  no 
wonder  men  employed  in  Mexican  railway 
service  appeal  for  justice.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  they  envy  British  subjects  the  pro- 
tection they  receive. 

The  Chieftain  of  Pueblo,  Colo.,  pub- 
lishes an  article  which  accuses  our  con- 
sular officials  of  conduct,  which,  if  true, 
certainly  offers  a  solution  of  the  reasons 
why  Americans  receive  no  better  pro- 
tection in  Mexico.   It  says: 

A  discovery  has  been  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  imprisonment  of  Amer- 
icans in  filthy  and  poorly  provided  jails 
in  Mexico.  It  develops  that  most  of  the 
American  consular  representatives  down 
there  are  mixed  up  in  mining  or  develop- 
ment schemes  of  various  kinds,  for  which 
they  get  concessions  or  other  favors  from 
the  Mexican  government.  The  result  is 
that  when  a  railroad  accident  occurs, 
from  whatever  cause,  the  engineer  and 
fireman  are  arrested  and  jailed,  and  must 
lie  in  prison  for  an  indefinite  time,  while 
the  American  representatives  are  indiffer- 
ent because  they  can  not  undertake 
to  jeopardize  their  own  interests  by 
antagonizing  the  government.  If  charges 
of  this  kind,  which  are  being  made,  are 
well  based,  they  should  be  immediately 
and  thoroughly  investigated.  More  than 


this,  there  will  have  to  be  some  regulation 
in  the  diplomatic  service  forbidding  con- 
sular officials  from  accepting  favors  from 
the  governments  of  the  countries  to  which 
they  are  sent. 

Commenting  upon  which  the  El  Paso 
Herald  says: 

There  are  complaints  of  that  kind  going 
the  rounds  of  the  American  colony  in 
Mexico,  especially  among  those  that  have 
no  concessions  from  the  government,  or 
are  not  engaged  in  business,  which,  if 
true,  can  not  be  helped,  as  our  govern- 
ment pays  very  little  attention  to  the 
rights  of  an  American  citizen  in  a  foreign 
land,  unless  he  is  at  the  head  of  a  wealtoy 
syndicate.  England,  however,  will  im- 
mediately make  a  demonstration  off  the 
coast  of  a  foreign  country  when  her 
humblest  citizens  are  not  receiving  jus- 
tice. Hence  the  orders  of  her  repre- 
sentatives must  be  obeyed  instantly  or 
there  is  trouble  ahead.  It  is  said  by 
some  of  our  citizens  operating  in  Central 
America,  that  it  is  good  policy  to  take 
out  English  naturalization  papers  before 
going  there. 

While  we  doubt  if  any  American  has 
ever  gone  to  the  trouble  to  take  out 
naturalization  papers  and  become  a  Brit- 
ish subject  in  order  to  secure  protection 
in  a  foreign  country,  the  spirit  that  lends 
the  inducement  appeals  to  us  as  a  high 
compliment  to  that  country.  That  British 
subjects  are  protected,  we  all  know,  but 
whether  they  would  receive  any  more 
protection  from  their  consul  than  do 
American  subjects,  we  do  not  know. 

We  are  not  prepared  to  affirm  or  deny 
that  our  consular  representatives  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  condition  that  exists 
in  Mexico  arising  out  of  personal  interests 
vested  there,  but  will  say  that  if  it  be  true 
that  such  conditions  do  exist,  that  it  is 
time  light  is  thrown  upon  the  matter. 

Railway  and  Locomotive  Engineering, 
a  journal  replete  with  up-to-date  ideas 
and  sound  in  judgment,  comments  editor- 
ially upon  the  situation  as  follows,  and 
we  may  be  safe  in  accepting  the  proposi- 
tions it  sets  forth  as  facts: 

Most  of  our  readers  are  familiar  with 
the  practice  notoriously  followed  in  Mex- 
ico, of  imprisoning  trainmen  when  any 
accident  happens  to  Mexican  citizens  from 
the  operation  of  trains,  without  any  re- 
gard as  to  whether  the  accident  was  un- 
avoidable or  otherwise.  The  evil  has 
been  growing  in  extent  for  years,  with- 
out the  United  States  doing  anything  to 
check  it,  and  recently  it  has  become  so 
scandalous  that  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  El  Paso,  Texas,  passed  resolu- 
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tions  asking  the  United  States  govern- 
ment to  take  snch  measures  as  they 
deemed  proper  to  secure  to  American 
citizens  the  protection  of  their  personal 
and  civil  rights  guaranteed  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  recog- 
nized in  civilized  countries  generally  as 
reasonable  and  just.  The  petition  was 
sent  to  the  Hon.  John  Hay,  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  and  he  an- 
swered intimating  that  the  United  States 
were  prepared  to  defend  their  citizens  in 
"Mexico  when  necessary. 

It  appears  that  in  Mexico  the  railroad 
companies  are  not  held  responsible  for 
accidents  caused  by  the  operation  of  their 
trains,  and  that  the  men  operating  the 
trains  are  held  responsible  instead  of  the 
companies,  a  state  of  affairs  not  known 
in  any  other  civilized  country.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  is  that  railroad  com- 

Sanies  take  no  interest  in  their  employes 
eing  thrown  into  prison  and  kept  there 
indefinitely  without  trial.  They  prefer 
that  the  men  should  be  made  victims,  so 
Ions  as  no  damages  are  exacted  from 
them. 

Following  this  scandalously  selfish  pol- 
icy, the  railroad  companies,  as  a  rule, 
make  no  reports  of  the  employes  being 
imprisoned  on  account  of  accidents,  and 
the  result  is  that  Mexican  prisons  are 
filled  with  railroad  men  who  are  kept  for 
months,  and  even  years,  without  trial, 
while  if  the  railroad  companies  were  to 
exert  themselves  to  any  extent  to  have 
the  men  released,  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  having  justice  done.  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, who  has  for  over  four  years  been  the 
United  States  ambassador  to  Mexico, 
seems  to  have  interested  himself  more  in 
helping  the  railroad  companies  to*  avoid 
responsibility,  than  in  helping  the  men 
who  have  been  unjustly  imprisoned,  out 
of  the  foul  jails  to  which  they  have  been 
consigned.  Secretary  Hay  naturally  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Clayton's  evidence  in  the 
cases  which  were  complained  of,  and  that 
official  intimated  that  the  reports  of  the 
number  of  men  being  imprisoned  was 
greatly  exaggerated.  It  was,  however, 
brought  out,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Clayton,  that 
hundreds  of  Americans  had  been  impris- 
oned that  Mr.  Clayton  received  no  infor- 
mation about,  and  in  whose  sufferings  he 
did  not  interest  himself. 

The  fact  is,  that  when  an  official  repre- 
senting the  United  States  displays  more 
sympathy  with  the  enemies  of  our  citi- 
zens than  with  our  citizens  themselves,  it 
is  natural  that  those  who  are  treated  un- 


justly should  avoid  having  anything  to 
do  with  the  nation's  representative.  The 
El  Paso  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  made 
out  a  very  good  case  concerning  the 
tyranny  and  injustice  to  which  railroad 
men  in  Mexico  are  subjected,  and  it 
ought  to  stir  up  our  government  to  see 
that  no  more  tyranny  over  American  rail- 
road men  in  Mexico  should  be  endured. 
In  the  old  days  of  Rome,  that  great  nation, 
held  that  an  insult  or  an  injustice  to  one 
of  its  humblest  citizens  was  an  injustice 
to  the  whole  nation.  One  of  the  glories 
of  England,  and  one  which  pushed  the 
small  lslandnnto  prominence  in.the  coun- 
cils of  the  world,  has  been  that  wherever 
an  Englishman  went  to  and  remained  a 
citizen  of  his  own  nation,  the  nation  pro- 
tected him  in  his  rights  and  saw  that  he 
was  not  abused  or  treated  unjustly. 

Mexico  is  very  close  to  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  .great  deal  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  it  has  be- 
come the  habit  for  Americans  to  work  on 
Mexican  railroads.  They  have  gone  there 
at  the  invitation  of  railroad  companies 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  Mexican 
Government,  and  if  they  cannot  be  treat- 
ed fairly,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  Government  to  compel  the  Mexican 
Government  to  treat  these  citizens  fairly. 
When  an  American  conductor  or  engineer 
is  on  a  train  where  an  accident  happens 
that  is  fatal  to  some  stupid  or  drunken 
Mexican,  they  are  one  or  both  immediate- 
ly cast  into  prison  in  the  most  contu- 
macious fashion.  They  are  treated  as  if 
they  were  the  worst  kind  of  criminals, 
and  they  are  very  fortunate  if  they  escape 
from  the  most  loathsome  kind  of  dun- 
geons within  half  a  year  of  their  arrest  or 
are  brought  to  trial  within  that  time. 

In  the  investigations  which  Mr.  Hay 
made  on  account  of  the  representations 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  El  Paso, 
he  found  that  a  great  many  railroad  em- 
ployes were  incarcerated  for  months 
without  trial,  but  he  also  found  that  the 
railway  companies  did  their  very  best  to 

Erevent  the  number  of  such  arrests  from 
eing  put  in  evidence,  and  Mr.  Clayton 
appeared  to  do  very  little  to  prevent  the 
plain  truth  from  being  known.  We  have 
no  doubt  whatever  but  that  Mr.  Hay  is 
anxious  to  see  justice  done  to  American 
citizens  in  Mexico,  but  we  think  that  the 
easiest  way  toward  accomplishing  his 
purpose  would  be  in  removing  Mr.  Clay- 
ton from  the  position  of  ambassador. 
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AND  THE  EjS 

So  much  has  been  said  in  condemnation 
of  the  injunction  and  its  abases  that  the 
word  itself  inspires  a  spirit  of  detesta- 
tion in  the  hearts  of  some  who  have  seen 
only  the  far-reaching  applications  which 
it  has  been  made  to  serve.  That  we 
should  have  a  lawnpon  our  statute  books 
susceptible  to  being  manipulated  to  cover 
every  conceivable  action  of  man,  and  by 
its  coercive  influence  deprive  him  of  the 
rights  founded  in  the  first  principles  of 
his  government,  thus  turning  his  heart 
against  the  very  laws  that  were  estab- 
lished to  protect  him  and  his  interests,  is 
to  be  deplored.  We  presume  that  there 
are  other  laws  that  we  now  consider  equi- 
table and  just,  that  might  be  stretched 
and  manipulated  by  these  august  inter- 
preters who  juggle  common  law,  to  cover 
cases  entirely  foreign  to  the  present  ap- 
plication known  to  such  laws.  We  do  not 
condemn  the  injunction  by  any  means. 
It  has  in  it  a  function  of  necessary  legal 
procedure  that  is  quite  indispensable; 
but  any  law  that  is  made  to  subserve  a 
purpose  that  abuses  the  personal  rights 
and  privileges  of  its  subjects,  naturally 
becomes  distasteful  to  the  people  and 
they  learn  to  abhor  the  name. 

Some  one  has  said,  "In  America  a  man 
may  do  anything  unless  he  is  forbidden 
to  do  so ;  in  European  countries  he  may 
not  do  anything  unless  he  has  a  permit 
to  do  it."  The  monarchal  form  of  gov- 
ernment is  responsible  for  this  subservi- 
ency on  the  part  of  its  subjects,  yet  out- 
side the  absolute  monarchies  we  find 
their  subjects  are  permitted  to  combine 
for  their  common  good  and  lend  their  in- 
fluence toward  one  another  in  securing 
those  things  that  contribute  to  their 
wages  and  welfare.  When  we  come  to 
measure  our  priviliges  along  the  same 
lines  with  those  of  England,  Germany  or 
France  we  cannot  compare  to  them,  but 
find  ourselves  struggling  along  with  a 
yoke  on  our  neck  that  places  us  in  the 
same  category  as  the  subjects  of  Mor- 
rocco  or  Russia.  One  comes  as  the  result 
of  the  imperial  mandate  of  the  Czar;  the 
other  comes  as  the  imperial  mandate  of 
the  judges  of  our  Federal  courts.  What 
is  the  difference?  Even  in  a  limited  mon- 
archy the  subjects  are  permitted  to  con- 


IS  NOT  YET. 

fer  with  one  another  in  the  selling  of  their 
produce  and  cattle  in  order  to  secure  the 
best  price  at  the  markets.  If  the  market 
price  is  below  their  valuation  of  the  pro- 
duce they  have  for  sale  they  have  the 
right  under  the  laws  of  the  realm  to  com- 
bine for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the 
market  price,  thus  securing  for  them- 
selves the  value  they  place  upon  their 
labor.  Perhaps  there  are  those  who  will 
say  that  we  have  gone  a  long  way  from 
home  to  produce  an  example  of  industrial 
freedom— that  our  own  farmers  are  doing 
that  very  thing  and  are  accorded  the 
same  rights  under  our  laws.  Well,  per- 
haps that  is  true  as  affects  the  farmer 
who  controls  the  very  breadstuffs  we  put 
in  our  mouth,  but  how  about  the  army  of 
men  who  have  labor  for  sale?  Is  there 
any  difference  between  a  man  asking 
what  he  believes  to  be  a  fair  price  for  his 
labor  and  one  who  asks  what  he  believes 
to  be  a  fair  price  for  his  produce?  Is- 
there  any  more  of  crime  attached  to  the 
refusal  to  sell  produce  at  the  price  offered 
than  to  sell  labor  at  the  price  offered? 
If  there  be  a  shade  of  difference  it  would 
naturally  point  to  the  farmer  as  being  the 
greater  aggressor  of  the  law,  from  the 
fact  that  his  produce  comes  as  a  first  ne- 
cessity; however,  he  ehjoys  the  right,  as 
he  should,  to  haul  his  stuff  home  and 
tell  his  neighbors  that  the  merchants  are 
not  willing  to  pay  for  the  raising,  and 
invite  them  to  combine  on  a  certain  price, 
if  he  wishes  to  do  so.  It  is  no  longer 
considered  legal  for  men  who  have  labor 
for  sale  to  do  this.  They  have  been  for- 
bidden by  injunction  from  walking  on 
the  public  highways  either  singly  or  in 
groups.  They  have  been  enjoined  from 
speaking  td  others  on  the  public  streets 
and  public  highways;  to  write  letters 
or  send  telegrams  advising  workmen 
in  other  parts  of  the  country  that  a 
strike  or  lockout  was  in  vogue ;  they  have 
been  enjoined  from  paying  benefits  or 
making  voluntary  contributions  toward 
the  support  of  men  and  women  engaged 
in  a  dispute  to  prevent  reduction  in  wages 
and  the  impositions  of  onerous  or  bur- 
densome conditions  of  labor.  All  of 
these  acts  have  been  adjudged  illegal  be- 
cause they  disturb  the  peace  of  mind  of 
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the  manufacturer  who  is  not  willing  to 
pay  the  price  that  men  ask  for  their 
labor.  Coercion  without  some  semblance 
of  legal  procedure  behind  it  would 
amount  to  nothing,  but  this  presents  no 
serious  obstacle  to  the  man  who  wants 
to  buy  labor  at  his  own  price.  There  are 
just  enough  men  who  are  willing  to  close 
their  eyes  to  want  and  their  ears  to  ap- 
peals of  the  hungry,  to  wield  the  strong 
arm  of  the  law  in  favor  of  capitalist — 
judges  in  whose  love  of  power  a  parent 
stem  is  traceable  to  the  earliest  despots. 
History  is  filled  with  incidents  that  stand 
forth  like  mile-stones  to  mark  the  path 
of  civilization.  Away  back  in  its  early 
pages,  during  the  reign  of  barbarism,  we 
find  where  subjects  were  enjoined  from 
talking  to  one  another  or  speaking  slight- 
ingly of  their  masters.  Have  our  judges 
gone  back  to  the  days  of  barbarism  for  a 
precedent,  or  is  it  an  evidence  of  regen- 
eration, such  as  naturalists  say  occur  in 
every  species  even  after  hundreds  of 
generations,  to  exert  an  autocratic  au- 
thority over  men  ?  If  so,  we  may  reason- 
ably expect,  according  to  Darwin's  theory, 
to  see  further  characteristics  crop  out 
that  show  us  still  more  interesting  speci- 
mens of  the  parent  stem,  and  which|will 
complete  the  original  form  that  at  present 
only  bears  a  few  of  the  important  char- 
teristics. 

But,  laying  aside  all'extremes  to  which 
we  sometimes  give  expression  in  our  dis- 
gust of  the  abuse  to  which  our  laws  are 
made  subject,  we  find  that  there  is  a 
growing  animosity  arising  out'of  employ- 
ing the  injunction  to  abridge  our  per- 
sonal rights  and  privileges  that  cannot 
help  but  have  a  harmful  influence  upon 
the  whole  country  in  time.  It  must  be 
understood  that  the  toilers  of  the  country 
represent  nearly  90  per  cent  of  the  whole 
population  and  when  you  abridge  the 
rights  and  privileges  granted  them  under 
the  constitution  and  nominate  a  few  as 
masters  of  the  situation,  they  will  arise 
some  day  and  throw  off  the  yoke. 

The  Indianapolis  News,  in  an  editorial 
on  the  abuse  of  injunctions,  says: 

The  cry  against  government  by  injunc- 
tion seldom  has  any  merit.  The  injunc- 
tion is  a  useful  and  necessary  process  of 
legal  procedure.  The  object  of  it  is  to 
retain  in  abeyance  such  matters  as  may 
be  in  contention,  so  that  the  cause  may 


reach  the  proper  tribunal.  No  objection 
can  be  raised  to  this,  for  it  is  the  promo- 
tion of  justice,  provided  courts  are  fair 
and  honest,  and  this  is  an  inevitable  pre- 
sumption. 

When  men  assay  violence;  when  they 
are  bent  upon  murder;  when  the  torch 
and  the  bludgeon  become  their  weapons, 
an  injunction  is  not  only  right,  but  es- 
sential, and  the  enforcing  of  this  injunc- 
tion by  the  constituted  authorities  is  a 
measure  taken  in  wisdom.  Even  such  as 
are  restrained  when  their  passions  were 
leading  them  into  crime  will,  when  these 

Eassions  have  waned,  be  thankful  to  have 
een  saved  from  crime.  When  the  rabble 
seizes  the  reins  its  gra^pmust  be  broken, 
and  there  is  no  time  then  to  inquire 
whether  in  the  beginning  the  members  of 
the  rabble  had  not  been  inspired  by  a 
well-grounded  sense  of  wrong.  While 
violence  holds  sway  there  is  no  chance  of 
determination. 
Nevertheless,  fears  arise  that  the  in- 

{ 'unction  habit  is  becoming  too  compre- 
ssive. In  many  instances  recently 
strikers  whose  conduct  has  not  even  sug- 
gested disorder,  who  have  counseled 
peace  and  thrown  all  their  influence  to 
the  preservation  of  peace  have  been  en- 
joined from  speaking  to  other  men.  They 
are  not  allowed  so  much  as  to  say:  "Don't 
take  our  places.  This  fight  is  for  labor. 
It  is  your  fight  as  well  as  ours.  Stay  with 
us."  All  this  is  forbidden.  Speech  is 
made  an  offending.  Argument  becomes 
contempt  of  the  court. 

We  do  not  believe  that  this  is  right  in 
principle,  nor  that  it  is  constitutional. 
Freedom  of  speech  and  press  is  guaran- 
teed. This  guaranty  does  not  extend  to 
anybody  the  privilege  of  inciting  to  vio- 
lation of  the  statutes.  It  is  not  a  license 
to  the  ribald  or  the  mischievous.  There 
are  decent  limits  set  and  recognized. 
Certain  language  is  outlawed;  certain 
purposes  are  recognized  as  evil. 

If  a  man  may  not  indulge  in  converse 
with  his  neighbor,  seeking,  perhaps,  to 
convince  the  neighbor  as  to  the  propriety 
of  a  prescribed  line  of  conduct  in  relation 
to  employment,  he  could  as  well  be  shut 
off  from  discussion  of  the  tariff  or  free 
silver  or  the  condition  of  the  crops.  This 
continued  enjoining  without  adequate 
cause  will  lead  to  trouble;  it  will  widen  a 
chasm  already  broad  and  deep.  It  is  not 
impossible  that  a  talk  upon  wages  may 
produce  personal  conflict,  but  so  may  a 
talk  about  politics  or  the  weather.  When 
the  conflict  has  arisen,  or  the  indications 
of  it  have  become  strong,  the  police  can 
interfere.  Every  move  that  stirs  to  a 
stronger  aninfosity  the  feelings  of  labor 
is  a  move  in  the  wrong  direction. 

We  agree  with  the  News  that  the  in- 
junction is  a  necessary  process  of  legal 
procedure,  but  it  should  have  carefully 
defined  limits  of  application.   It  is  the 

Digitized  by  VjOO^  IC 


710 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


1 


abuse  of  the  injunction  that  we  depre- 
cate. It  was  never  intended  that  the  in- 
junction should  be  applied  to  restrain 
persons  from  engaging  in  conversation 
about  the  labor  they  have  to  sell  nor  to 
deny  to  them  the  right  to  extend  charity 
to  their  fellow  man.  If  there  exists  any 
form  of  coercion  worse  than  the  siege 
thus  laid  to  starve  men  into  submission 
and  force  them  to  sell  their  labor  at  a 
price  below  its  value,  we  have  never 


heard  of  it.  We  cannot  imagine  a  situa- 
tion that  the  injunction  has  not  been 
made  to  cover,  so  completely  has  it  en- 
veloped every  right  that  man  enjoys. 
While  we  have  never  conceded  that  gov- 
ernment conducted  after  any  other  plan 
would  be  entirely  successful,  we  some- 
times think  there  would  be  a  world  of 
satisfaction  in  some  other  plan  whereby 
we  could  wipe  out  some  of  the  corruption 
that  now  exists,  with  our  ballots. 


INTERESTING  RAILWAY  STATISTICS. 


The  following  statistics  of  the  railways 
in  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1900,  are  obtained  from  summa- 
ries which  appear  in  the  thirteenth  statis- 
tical report  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission: 

The  number  of  railways  in  the  hands  of 
receivers  on  June  30,  1900,  was  52,  there 
being  a  net  decrease  of  19  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  date  of  the  pre- 
vious year. 

On  June  30,  1900,  the  total  single-track 
railway  mileage  in  the  United  States  was 
193,345.78  miles,  an  increase  during  the 
year  of  4,051.12  miles  being  shown.  This 
is  a  greater  increase  than  that  for  any 
other  year  since  1893.  The  states  and  ter- 
ritories which  show  an  increase  in  mile- 
age in  excess  of  100  miles  are  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  California,  Idaho,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Mississippi, 
Nebraska,  North  Carolina,  Oregon.  Penn- 
sylvania, South  Carolina,  Texas  and  Ok- 
lahoma. Practically,  all  of  the  railway 
mileage  of  the  country  is  covered  by  re- 
ports made  to  the  Commission,  the 
amount  not  covered  being  789.75  miles,  or 
0.41  per  cent  of  the  total  single-track 
mileage.  ,  The  aggregate  length  of  rail- 
way mileage,  including  tracks  of  all 
kinds,  was  259,788.07  miles.  The  distri- 
bution of  this  aggregate  mileage  was 
as  follows:  Single-track,  193,345.78  miles; 
second  track,  12,151.48  miles;  third  track, 
1.094.48  miles;  fourth  track,  829.29  miles; 
and  yard  track  and  sidings,  52,367.04 
miles. 

The  number  of  the  railway  corporations 
included  in  the  report  was  2,023.  Of  this 
number  1,067  maintained  operating  ac- 


counts, 847  being  classed  as  independent 
operating  roads  and  220  as  subsidiary 
roads.  Of  roads  operated  under  lease  or 
some  other  form  of  contract  324  received 
a  fixed  money  rental,  167  a  contingent 
money  rental  and  241  were  operated  under 
some  form  of  agreement  or  control  not 
readily  classified.  The  operated  mileage 
of  roads  merged,  reorganized  or  consoli- 
dated during  the  year  was  9,546.90  miles. 
The  corresponding  figure  for  1899  was  5,- 
846.35  miles. 

There  were  37,663  locomotives  in  the 
service  of  the  railways  on  June  30,  1900. 
or  960  more  than  the  year  previous.  Of 
the  total  number  reported  9,863  are 
classed  as  passenger  locomotives,  21,595 
as  freight  locomotives,  5,621  as  switch- 
ing locomotives,  and  583  are  not  classi- 
fied. 

The  total  number  of  cars  of  all  classes 
in  the  service  of  the  railways  on  the  same 
date  was  1,450,838,  an  increase  of  74,922 
being  shown  in  this  item.  Of  the  total 
number,  34,713  are  assigned  to  the  pas- 
senger service,  1,365,531  to  the  freight  ser- 
vice, and  50,594  to  the  direct  service  of 
the  railways.  It  should  be  understood, 
however,  that  cars  owned  by  private 
companies  and  firms  and  used  by  rail- 
ways are  not  included  in  the  returns 
made  to  the  Commission.  The  report 
contains  summaries  which  will  indicate 
the  density  of  equipment  and  the  extent 
to  which  it  is  used.  It  appears  that  the 
railways  of  the  United  States  used  on  an 
average  20  locomotives  and  753  cars  per 
100  miles  of  line. 

Practically,  all  locomotives  and  cars  in 
the  passenger  service  were  fitted  with 
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train  brakes,  and  of  9,863  locomotives  as- 
signed to  that  service  7,431  were  fitted 
with  automatic  couplers.  Nearly  all 
passenger  cars  were  fitted  with  automa- 
tic couplers.  With  respect  to  freight 
equipment,  it  is  noted  that  nearly  all 
freight  locomotives  were  equipped  with 
train  brakes  and  75  per  cent  of  them 
with  automatic  couplers;  the  correspon- 
ding figure  one  year  previous  was  45  per 
cent.  Of  1,365,531  cars  in  the  freight  ser- 
vice June  30,  1900,  920,465  were  fitted  with 
train  brakes,  and  1,307,559  with  automatic 
couplers. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  by 
the  railways  of  the  United  States,  as  re- 
ported for  June  30,  1900,  was  1,017,653,  or 
an  average  of  529  employes  per  100  miles 
of  line.  As  compared  with  the  number 
employed  on  June  30,  1899,  there  was  an 
increase  of  88,729,  or  34  per  100  miles  of 
line.  From  the  classification  of  these 
employes  it  appears  that  42,837  were  en- 
ginemen,  44,130  firemen,  29,957  conduc- 
tors, and  74,274  other  trainmen.  There 
were  50,789  switchmen,  flagmen,  and 
watchmen. 

Disregarding  8,394  employes  not  as- 
signed to  the  four  general  divisions  of 
employment,  it  is  found  that  the  services 
of  36,451  employes  were  required  for  gen- 
eral administration;  324,946  for  main- 
tenance of  way  and  structures;  197,799 
for  maintenance  of  equipment,  and  450,063 
for  conducting  transportation. 

The  report  will  contain  a  statement  of 
the  average  daily  compensation  of  the 
eighteen  classes  of  employes  for  nine 
years,  beginning  with  1892.  Another  sum- 
mary gives  the  total  compensation  of 
more  than  99  per  cent  of  railway  em- 
ployes, for  the  fiscal  years  1895  to  1900. 
During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1900, 
1577,264,841  were  paid  in  wages  and  sala- 
ries, an  amount  $131,756,580  in  excess  of 
that  paid  during  the  fiscal  year  1895.  The 
compensation  of  the  employes  of  rail- 
ways for  the  fiscal  year  1900  represents  60 
per  cent  of  the  operating  expenses  of  the 
roads  and  39  per  cent  of  their  gross  earn- 
ings. 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  1900,  as 
shown  by  the  annual  reports  of  railways, 
was  576,865,230,  showing  an  increase  dur- 
ing the  year  of  53,688,722. 


The  number  of  tons  of  freight  carried 
during  the  year  was  1,101,680,238,  an  in- 
crease of  141,916,655  being  shown. 

The  average  revenue  per  passenger  per 
mile  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1900, 
was  2.003  cents.  For  the  preceding  year 
it  was  1.925  cents.  The  revenue  per  ton 
of  freight  per  mile  was  0.729  cent,  while 
for  1899  it  was  0.724  cent.  An  increase  in 
earnings  per  train  mile  appears  for  both 
passenger  and  freight  trains.  The  aver- 
age cost  of  running  a  train  1  mile  in- 
creased nearly  9  cents  as  compared  with 
1899.  The  percentage  of  operating  ex- 
penses to  earnings  shows  a  small  decrease 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  total  number  of  casualities  to  per- 
sons on  account  of  railway  accidents 
during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  was 
58,185.  The  aggregate  number  of  persons 
killed  in  consequence  of  railway  acci- 
dents during  the  year  was  7,865,  and  the 
number  injured  was  50,320.  Of  railway 
employes  2,550  were  killed  and  39,643  were 
injured.  With  respect  to  the  three  gen- 
eral classes  of  employes,  these  casuali- 
ties were  distributed  as  follows :  Train- 
men, 1,396  killed,  17,571  injured;  switch- 
men, flagmen,  and  watchmen,  272  killed, 
3,060  injured;  other  employes,  882  killed, 
19,012  injured.  The  casualties  to  em- 
ployes resulting  from  coupling  and  un- 
coupling cars  were:  Number  killed,  282, 
injured,  5,229.  The  corresponding  figures 
for  the  preceding  year  were :  Killed,  260, 
injured,  6,765. 

The  casualties  from  coupling  and  un- 
coupling cars  are  divided  as  follows: 
Trainmen,  killed,  188,  injured,  3,803; 
switchmen,  flagmen  and  watchmen,  killed, 
77,  injured,  1,264;  other  employes,  killed, 
17,  injured,  162.  The  casualties  due  to 
falling  from  trains  and  engines  are  as- 
signed as  follows:  Trainmen,  killed, 412, 
injured,  3,359;  switchmen,  flagmen  and 
watchmen,  killed,  45,  injured,  501;  other 
employes,  killed,  72,  injured,  565.  The 
casualties  to  the  same  three  classes  of 
employes  from  collisions  and  derailments 
were  as  follows:  Trainmen,  killed,  380, 
injured,  1,867;  switchmen,  flagmen  and 
watchmen,  killed,  11,  injured,  141;  other 
employes,  killed,  70,  injured,  445. 

The  number  of  passengers  killed  during 
the  year  was  249,  and  the  number  injured 
4,128.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the 
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previous  year  were  239  killed  and  3,442 
injured.  In  conseqnence  of  collisions 
and  derailments,  88  passengers  were 
killed  and  1,743  injured.  The  total  num- 
ber of  persons,  other  than  employes  and 
passengers,  killed  was  5,066;  injured, 
6,549.  These  figures  include  casualties 
to  persons  classed  as  trespassers,  of 
whom  4,346  were  killed  and  4,680  were  in- 
jured. The  total  number  of  persons 
killed  at  highway  crossings  was  750,  in- 
jured, 1,350,  distributed  as  follows;  Em- 
ployes, 20  killed,  53  injured;  passengers, 
1  killed,  3  injured;  other  persons  tres- 
passing, 171  killed,  204  injured;  not  tres- 
passing, 558  killed,  1,090  injured:  The 
number  of  persons  killed  at  stations  was 
521,  injured  3,836.  This  statement  covers: 
Employes,  killed  113,  injured  2,570;  pas- 
sengers, killed  34,  injured  646;  other  per- 
sons trespassing,  killed  338,  injured  393; 
not  trespassing,  killed  36,  injured  227. 
The  summaries  giving  the  ratio  of  casual- 
ties show  that  one  out  of  every  399  employ- 
ees was  killed,  and  one  out  of  every  26 
employes  was  injured.  With  reference  to 
trainmen— including  in  this  term  engine- 
men,  firemen,  conductors,  and  other  train- 


men—it is  shown  that  one  was  killed  for 
every  137  employed,  and  one  was  injured 
for  every  11  employed.  One  passenger 
was  killed  for  every  2,316,648  carried,  and 
one  injured  for  every  139,740  carried. 
Ratios  based  upon  the  number  of  miles 
traveled,  however,  show  that  64,413,684 
passenger  miles  were  accomplished  for 
each  passenger  killed,  and  3,885,418  pas- 
senger miles  accomplished  for  each  pas- 
senger injured.  The  corresponding  figure 
in  these  latter  ratios  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1899,  were  61,051,580  and  4,239,200 
passenger  miles  for  each  passenger  killed 
and  each  passenger  injured,  respectively. 

One  summary  shows  that  in  the  course 
of  thirteen  years,  ending  June  30,  1900,  in 
consequence  of  railway  accidents,  86,277 
persons  were  killed  and  469,027  persons 
were  injured.  The  injuries  reported  varied 
from  comparatively  trivial  injuries  to 
those  of  a  fatal  character.  The  casualties 
for  the  period  mentioned  occurred  to  per- 
sons as  follows:  Employes  killed  38,340, 
injured  361,789;  passengers  killed  3,485, 
injured  37,729;  other  persons  (including 
trespassers)  killed  54,452,  injured  69,509. 


OUR  PLAIN  DUTY. 


When  we  think  of  the  marked  advance- 
ment that  railroads  have  made,  even 
within  the  recollection  of  men  still  em- 
ployed in  train  service,  we  wonder  what 
the  future  has  in  store  for  them— for  us< 
We  use  this  conjunctive  expression  be- 
cause our  interests  are  so  closely  allied 
with  theirs  that  whatever  materially  af- 
fects their  prosperity  affects  ours  in  a 
ratio  far  greater  than  many  would  be- 
lieve. The  changes  that  have  affected 
the  rolling  stock  and  the  rules  governing 
the  handling  of  same  do  not  take  in  all 
the  essential  features  that  have  led  to  the 
present  degree  of  perfection  in  the  opera- 
tion of  railroads.  A  gradual  change  has 
been  going  on  at  the  same  time  in  the 
personnel  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  ex- 
ecute this  great  work;  a  training  that 
gives  the  mind  a  more  delicate  concep- 
tion of  the  requirements  of  so  great  an 
institution.  If  the  machinery  has  as- 
sumed proportions,  in  some  instances, 


that  appeal  as  a  startling  contrast  to  the 
machinery  that  was  employed  twenty-five 
years  ago,  we  must  remember  that  con- 
stantly changing  conditions  in  line  with 
progress  has  demonstrated  the  necessity 
of  these  changes.  The  safety  appliances 
and  automatic  apparatus  have  also  been 
a  part  of  the  great  evolution  that  has 
brought  us  up  to  the  present  degree  of 
perfection.  In  the  construction  of  our 
engines  the  tensile  strength  of  each  piece 
is  measured  with  mathematical  precision. 
Link  and  ,  valve  motion  has  been  re- 
duced to  a  science,  and  other  appliances 
have  so  thoroughly  been  measured  for 
their  capacity  and  efficiency  that  any  de- 
rangement in  the  working  of  any  part  is 
instantly  located.  It  has  been  a  refining 
process,  so  to  speak,  that  has  been  going 
on,  supplanting  the  superfluous  parts 
with  more  modern  and  improved  machin- 
ery intended  to  produce  better  results. 
Doing  away  with  part  after  part,  until 
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scarcely  anything  remains  that  may  be 
said  co  be  identical  with  the  equipment 
of  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  It  is  true 
that  some  of  the  appliances  are  quite 
modern  and  seemed  slow  of  adoption, 
considering  the  apparent  necessity  that 
existed  for  an  earlier  adoption,  still  it 
seems  that  their  order  in  the  evolution  of 
things  was  not  reached  until  this  late 
day. 

In  considering  the  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  personnel  of  men  em- 
ployed in  train  service,  they  have  been  no 
less  essential  to  the  integrity  of  the  whole 
than  are  all  the  improvements  combined 
that  are  now  in  evidence.  If  the  pump 
has  given  way  to  the  injector  or  the  Arm- 
strong to  the  Westinghouse,  so  have  men 
in  train  service  increased  their  store  of 
knowledge  and  brightened  their  charac- 
ters by  coming  in  touch  with  better  men 
and  better  things.  It  is  true  that  changes 
yet  remain  to  be  made,  and  which  are 
even  more  essential  to  the  productive  re- 
sults sought  after  than  any  invention  yet 
adopted.  But  these  changes  are  in  the 
personnel  of  the  men.  So  far  as  our  rail- 
roads are  able  they  are  providing  schools 
for  instruction  upon  those  subjects  that 
will  train  the  mind  to  understand  the  me- 
chanical appliances  that  the  railroads 
have  placed  in  their  hands,  but  as  yet 
they  have  not  been  able  to  successfully  do 
away  with  the  canker  worm  that  eats 
away  the  stomach  and  brains  of  their  best 
employes.  That  canker  worm  is  whiskey. 
While  the  number  of  men  in  train  service 
who  are  addicted  to  this  habit  are  away 
in  the  minority  as  compared  to  the  num- 
ber who  constituted  the  rank  and  file 
twenty-five  years  ago,  and  which  fact,  by 
the  way,  demonstrates  the  perfecting 
system  that  has  been  going  on  in  the  per- 
sonnel of  men  now  engaged,  there  seems 
to  remain  a  sufficient  number  to  warrant 
the  issuance  of  a  circular  on  one  road  to 
that  effect,  by  General  Manager  Dickin- 
son, of  the  Union  Pacific.  Whether  the 
basis  for  the  issuance  of  a  prohibitive 
circular  was  founded  upon  the  grounds 
that  conductors  indulged  in  intoxicants 


or  not  it  points  to  them  just  the  same, 
and  whether  they  are  guilty  or  not  guilty, 
the  public  is  going  to  lay  at  every  con- 
ductor's door  a  share  of  the  censure,  for 
he  is  the  man  who  has  supervision  over 
the  whole  train  and  has  it  in  his  power  to 
bring  about  a  more  speedy  and  effective 
remedy  than  any  other  person.  It  may 
grate  harshly  upon  the  nerves  of  the  more 
sensitive  to  thus  boldly  lay  the  blame  at 
the  doors  of  our  conductors  for  gross 
dereliction  of  duty  that  follows  over-in- 
dulgence, but  who  is  there  of  the  old 
school  of  experience  who  has  not  had 
someone  at  some  time  on  his  train  who 
was  not  mentally  and  physically  able  to 
do  his  work  on  account  of  too  much 
booze,  or,  who,  if  they  were  permitted  to 
work,  were  constantly  arising  before  your 
eyes  like  a  wraith,  either  holding  the 
throttle,  handling  the  scoop  or  on  the 
hurricane  deck.  As  a  rule  they  were 
given  a  place  in  the  caboose  until  their 
minds  became  sufficiently  clear  to  execute 
their  part  of  the  work.  No  one  will  ever 
know  how  many  accidents  were  the  direct 
or  indirect  result  of  these  men  being  bur- 
dened with  a  "jag,"  but  we  do  know  that 
along  with  other  changes  that  have  taken 
place  the  bottle  no  longer  finds  a  place  in 
the  locker  of  a  caboose  nor  the  seat  box 
of  an  engine.  In  sixteen  investigations 
.  in  cases  of  wrecks  on  one  road  not  long 
since,  not  one  pointed  toward  "defective 
vision,"  an  apologetic  term  for  being 
drunk.  On  this  same  line,  even  less  than 
a  score  of  years  ago,  five  times  the  num- 
ber of  wrecks  are  recorded  in  the  same 
length  of  time,  and  four-fifths  of  them 
are  credited  to  "defective  vision." 

The  conductors  have  been  the  most  po- 
tent factor  in  securing  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  on  this  very  line,  and  we 
believe  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  they  have 
been  equally  dilligent  everywhere  to  this 
same  end.  Our  duty  seems  to  be  plainly 
marked  out  to  follow  along  these  lines 
and  further  advance  the  harmonius  work- 
ing of  that  great  evolution  that  recog- 
nizes the  conductor  as  its  principal  fac- 
tor. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  members  of  Auxiliary  No.  67  are  now  rest- 
ing from  Auxiliary  work,  but  will  begin  with  re- 
newed interest  and  enthusiasm  this  month.  We 
have  gained  one  new  member  since  the  year  be- 
gan, and  trust  that,  with  improved  health,  she  will 
meet  with  us  often. 

We  celebrated  our  sixth  birthday  anniversary 
with  a  supper  given  to  members  of  Auxiliary  67 
and  families.  It  was  up  to  the  usual  high  stand- 
ard of  excellence  and  included  everything  of  the 
best,  from  new  table  linen,  decorations  of  pinks, 
ferns  and  pine  cones,  through  salads  and  all  the 
good  things  that  pertain  to  Auxiliary  suppers.  I 
think  our  committee  know  how  to  cater  for  Maine 
O.  R.  C.  Brothers.  After  asocial  hour  in  the  hall 
below,  tables  were  arranged  for  whist,  and  the 
company  augmented  by  many  invited  guests  who 
had  aided  at  the  charity  whists  given  by  club 
members,  indulged  in  the  fascinating  game  until 
ten.  when  dainty  prizes,  furnished  by  the  club, 
were  given,  and  ice  cream  and  cake  served.  The 
many  pleasant  expression's  of  enjoyment  assured 
the  members  that  the  event  bad  been  a  success. 

Our  delegates.  Sisters  Edgerly  and  True,  bad 
a  delightful  trip  to  and  around  St.  Paul.  Sister 
Edgerly  gave  us  an  extended  report  of  the 
Grand  Division  work  and  her  western  trip,  so 
that  we  all  feel  grateful  for  the  many  courtesies 
extended  as  an  honor  to  one  is  an  honor  to  all.  It 
was  planned  to  hold  a  reception  and  entertain- 
ment in  honor  of  their  return.  And  so  on  the  even- 
ing of  June  27th  the  Sisters  and  friends  assembled 
at  the  hall.  and.  altho'  the  thermometer  raged 
way  up  in  the  nineties,  had  a  pleasant,  informal 
social  gathering.  After  a  varied  program  of  read- 
ings, music  and  singing.  Sister  Qresley  who  was 
presiding,  called  Past  President  Sister  Sprague  to 
her  old  station  and  in  a  few  words  expressing  the 
appreciation  and  love  of  the  members  of  67  pre- 
sented her  with  a  beautiful  Auxiliary  pin  appro- 
priately inscribed  with  name  and  Auxiliary.  Sis- 
ter Sprague  was  completely  surprised,  and  could 
only  say  "Thank  you"  before  she  sat  down,  but 
wishes  to  assure  the  Sisters  of  her  thorough  ap- 
preciation of  their  kindness  and  labor  in  so 
thoughtfully  plotting  and  planning  for  her  happi- 
ness. While  she  disclaims  all  merit,  she  grate- 
fully and  lovingly  rejoices  in  this  testimonial  from 
the  Sisters,  even  if  they  didn't  take  her  advice  and 


"wait  until  fall."  They  kept  the  secret  well,  but 
then  you  know  "If  a  woman  will,  she  will,  you  may 
depend  on't."  The  club  furnished  refreshments 
and  the  happy  event  ended  the  summer  meetings. 
The  club  had  its  annual  outing  at  Cape  Cottage 
having  a  fine  shore  dinner  served  in  the  Casino, 
and  an  evening  at  "McCullums."  Sister  Grand 
President  will  know  where  that  is.  buf'Nervie" 
wasn't  there.  All  declared  it  a  delightful  day  and 
evening. 

Thus  do  we  keep  up  the  interest  and  strengthen 
the  links  within  the  circle,  and  let  us  not  forget 
the  deeper,  broader  meanings  of  Charity.  Troth 
and  Friendship  which  our  rituals  teach.  Would 
that  each  member  might  bring  in  a  new  name  at 
our  September  meeting.  How  good  it  would  seem 
to  enlarge  our  circle  of  friendship  and  make  all 
the  old  and  new  Sisters  feel  that  blest  indeed  is 
the  "tie  that  binds."  Mayne. 

Portland.  Me. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  my  return  from  St.  Paul  I  was  sorry  to  find 
we  bad  lost  one  of  our  best  attending  members. 
Sister  Winegar.  by  removal.  She  can  feel  assured 
that  we  miss  her  every  meeting,  and  I  think  I  can 
safely  say  on  first  and  third  Wednesdays  she  is 
wondering  what  we  are  doing.  At  our  first  meet- 
ing in  July  we  initiated  Mrs.  Thos.  Seale.  of  New 
Smyrna.  Fla.  We  all  regret  very  much  that  Sister 
Seale  cannot  be  with  us.  for  she  is  very  much  in- 
terested in  the  L.  A.  Sister  Hill  was  initiated  at 
the  last  meeting  in  July.  We  have  one  petition 
to  be  reported  on  at  our  next  meeting.  We  ex- 
pect Sister  Davenport,  of  Sanford.  Fla..  with  us  at 
our  next  meeting.  All  will  be  very  glad  to  wel- 
come Sister  Davenport.  It  was  through  her  un- 
tiring efforts,  assisted  by  Sister  Lumpkin,  that 
this  Auxiliary  was  organized— the  first  in  Alabama. 
We  are  very  glad  to  hear  that  Brother  C.  A.  Hard- 
wick  is  at  work  again  after  an  illness  of  over  one 
month. 

Brother  and  Sister  Clark,  we  rejoice  with  yon  on 
the  new  arrival  at  your  home;  also  with  Brother 
and  Sister  Plemmens  on  the  arrival  of  a  son. 

Auxiliary  29.  where  is  your  correspondent?  We 
would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Sister  Cunningham, 
of  109. 1  am  anxious  to  hear  from  "Hopkins." 

Birmingham.  Ala.  Correspondent. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  will  try  to  sketch  briefly  what  Auxiliary  9  has 
been  doing:  since  my  last" letter.  August  1  we  held 
onr  annual  picnic  at  Kenny  wood  Park,  and  it  was 
a  success  in  every  way.  A  large  number  of  Broth- 
ers and  Sisters  and  their  families  were  present: 
everybody  had  a  good  time.  Much  credit  is  due 
Brother  W.  B.  Rice,  be  being  a  police  in  the  park. 
We  had  everything  our  own  way:  he  received  us 
with  open  arms.  Mr.  Gray,  the  superintendent 
and  the  assistant  superintendent  of  the  park  and 
superintendent  of  the  Roily  Coasts  and  all  amuse- 
ment of  the  park,  was  the  honored  guest  at  dinner. 
The  dinner  was  all  that  could  be  desired:  all  did 
ample  justice.  We  have  our  social  every  fourth 
Thursday  of  each  month.  Sisters  Gray.  Font  and 
Hedges  entertained  Aug.  22.  We  initiated  Mrs.  S. 
B.  Neff  and  Mrs.  1.  Early,  of  Pitcairn.  They  did 
so  nicely  that  I  think  they  must  belong  to  the  order 
called  the  Elks,  and  have  tried  their  goat,  for  we 
could  not  scare  them.  We  have  still  another  can 
didate  for  next  meeting.  We  hope  that  all  the 
good  Brothers  will  urge  their  wives  who  do  not  be- 
long to  the  Auxiliary  to  join  us  soon  and  lay  aside 
all  prejudice  if  some  of  you  should  be  more  fortu- 
nate than  others.  Please  bear  in  mind  that  six 
feet  of  earth  makes  us  all  of  one  size,  so  let  us 
strive  with  renewed  energy  to  help  one  another. 
With  best  wishes  for  all  Divisions  of  the  Ladies' 
Auxiliary.  Mas.  Philip  Moonly. 

Pittsburg.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Auxiliary  42  in  the  spring  made  and  gave  away 
a  flag  pillow  for  the  benefit  of  the  St.  Joseph's 
hospital.  This  brought  in  a  little  over  twenty  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the 
month  we  meet  in  a  social  way.  Not  having 
enough  members  to  form  a  club,  we  invited  a  few 
friends  and  organized  what  we  call  the  "Tuea 
Mega  Club."  Our  meetings  are  called  in  tbe  after- 
noons and  we  are  generally  entertained  at  cards, 
and  lunch  follows.  Our  Auxiliary  meetings  com- 
ing on  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  brings  us 
together  almost  every  week,  and  this  keeps  up  the 
interest.  Correspondent. 

Logansport.  lnd. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

No  doubt  you  wonder  why  there  has  been  no 
letter  in  The  Conductor  for  so  long?  It  took  me 
much  longer  to  go  to  the  convention  than  the  rest. 
All  other  Sisters  are  at  home  and  some  are  ready 
to  start  out  again.  How  I  wish  I  was  with  them, 
especially  the  one  who  is  going  to  Ogden  and  Salt 
Lake.  It  is  of  no  use  for  me  to  say  anything  about 
the  convention  in  my  letter,  as  I  was  only  a  visitor, 
but  think  I  enjoyed  every  meeting  as  well  as  the 
delegates.-  They,  of  course,  had  the  work  to  do. 
The  outside  entertainments  were  all  grand,  but 
when  one  goes  for  business  and  there  is  work  to 
do  it  must  be  done,  and  the  delegates  could  not 
play,  as  there  was  no  time.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  the  report  made  by  Sister  Francis,  of 
Auxiliary  37,  which  was  fine,  and  if  all  Auxiliaries 
had  the  same  they  received  good  reports  from  the 
Grand  convention  of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  to  the 
0.  R.  C.  Sister  Sleight's  report  to  Auxiliary  134 


was  grand,  and  those  who  did  not  bear  it  have 
missed  a  great  deal.  Sister  Sleight,  you  are  a 
good  delegate  and  ought  to  be  sent  again.  Auxili- 
ary 134  is  getting  along  nicely,  although  the  weather 
is  almost  unbearable.  We  have  a  good  attendance 
and  each  Sister  is  trying  hard  to  do  her  part.  We 
are  going  to  have  an  initiation  soon  and  more  to 
follow,  if  all  promises  are  kept.  Don't  be  afraid. 
Sisters,  nothing  will  hurt  you.  Be  brave  once  in 
your  life  and  come  to  the  front.  We  will  see  you 
safely  through  our  portals.  We  have  had  a  few 
drawbacks,  the  same  as  all  Auxiliaries,  not  only  in 
the  Auxiliary,  but  in  other  lodges  or  clubs.  In 
the  early  season  our  hall  was  burned  and  most 
everything  was  ruined— black  and  grim  with 
smoke.  But  back  of  all  was  the  silver  lining  and 
everything  bright  and  clean.  Our  first  meeting 
after  tbe  fire  was  held  at  Sister  Anderson's.  Her 
little  home  was  well  filled  with  the  good  Sisters, 
and  alter  the  regular  meeting  Sister  Anderson 
served  light  refreshments,  which  were  enjoyed  by 
all.  I  do  not  want  any  more  fires,  but  I  wish  Sister 
Anderson  would  entertain  the  Auxiliary  again. 
Sister  Creech,  of  Old  Mexico,  will  be  with  us 
some  time  this  fall.  Sister  C  you  will  be  a  wel- 
come visitor.  Sister  Brown  has  broken  up  house- 
keeping and  gone  to  boarding.  Good  Sister,  you 
will  have  more  time  to  attend  the  Auxiliary.  Now 
turn  over  a  new  leaf  and  come  out.  The  Sisters 
had  a  picnic  out  at  the  Strickland  Resort.  All 
must  have  had  quite  a  merry  time.  Was  sorry  I 
could  not  be  with  you.  God  has  sent  Sister  Den- 
nison  a  little  son  to  bring  smiles  and  sunshine. 
We  hope  that  Brother  E.  E.  Clark  and  his  wife 
will  have  a  safe  journey  over  the  Atlantic  and  re- 
turn. Brother  and  Sister  Sleight  are  enjoying  a 
visit  with  their  son  and  his  wife,  from  Houston, 
who  will  be  here  ior  a  week  or  ten  days. 
Palestine.  Texas.  Mrs.  F.  A.  Noble. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  156  is  coming  to  the  front.  We  have 
been  having  good  attendance  this  hot  weather.  1 
must  say  a  few  words  to  the  Sisters  that  stay 
away  from  the  meetings :  You  are  missing  a  great 
deal  and  we  need  your  hearty  personal  support. 
Our  new  officers  need  encouragement  by  a  good 
attendance  at  our  meetings,  as  we  are  only  six 
months  old.  Sister  Turner,  our  President,  needs 
onr  support,  so  come,  one  and  all.  Our  Secretary. 
Sister  Greeno.  gave  a  tea  tbe  22d.  It  was  largely 
attended  and  all  bad  a  good  time.  Sister  Newman 
favored  us  with  some  beautiful  songs.  We  are  to 
have  Sister  Ingraham  with  us  soon,  and  hope  to 
be  greatly  benefited  by  her  visit.  Many  thanks 
to  Sister  Noble,  of  Auxiliary  134,  for  tbe  beautiful 
gavels.  Now.  Sister  President,  throw  away  the 
broom  handle  and  take  up  the  gavel.  What  has 
become  of  Auxiliary  127?  Wake  up.  and  let  us 
hear  from  you.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Curlin. 

Longview.  Texas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  28  is  progressing  slowly  but  surely  and 
has  much  to  be  thankful  for.  We  take  in  a  new 
member  occasionally  and  have  several  on  our  list 
that  we  expect  to  get  soon.  Our  delegate  brought 
back  a  good  report  from  the  convention  and  we 
are  especially  pleased  with  tbe  raise  in  the  insur- 
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ance.  and  hope  to  get  many  more  insured  mem- 
bers. 

On  account  of  the  extreme  heat  we  have  not  done 
any  work  this  summer  to  raise  money.  Onr  treas- 
ury is  well  filled,  as  we  have  had  no  heavy  ex- 
pense. At  the  last  meeting  in  each  month  we 
serve  refreshments,  for  which  a  charge  of  ten 
cents  is  made,  and  all  have  a  good  time,  and  it 
adds  a  little  to  the  treasury.  We  expect  to  start  in 
with  the  fair  this  fall  and  serve  luncheon  and  cold 
drinks  at  the  fair  grounds.  August  3  about  twenty 
carried  well  filled  baskets  to  Woodlake  Park  and 
had  a  moonlight  picnic,  which  was  enjoyed  im- 
mensely by  everyone.  Sisters  Gudgell  and  Mc- 
Clurg  have  been  very  sick,  but  are  able  to  be  out 
again.  With  best  wishes  to  all. 

Denison.  Texas.  Mrs.  Ola  Lindkmood. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Owing  to  the  extreme  heat  the  attendance  of 
Auxiliary  187  has  somewhat  decreased,  but  there 
are  a  few  of  the  ever  faithful  who  are  always  on 
band.  At  our  regular  meeting;  August  14.  Sister 
Yeager  gave  us  a  surprise  in  the  way  of  cake  and 
lemonade— many  thanks.  Sister  Shafer  has  gone 
to  Frackville  for  the  benefit  of  her  health.  Brother 
Arter  and  wife  said,  put  me  off  at  Buffalo.  August 
15  will  long  be  remembered.  About  a  hundred 
guests  assembled  at  the  cozy  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Randalls  to  help  celebrate  their  silver  wed- 
ding anniversary.  The  welcome  they  received 
from  the  host  and  hostess  caused  all  to  feel  at 
home.  Music  was  the  principal  feature  of  the 
evening,  both  vocal  and  instrumental.  An  elegant 
dinner  was  served.  Their  presents  were  numer- 
ous and  costly.  Division  8  presented  them  with  a 
beautiful  silver  tea  set  as  a  remembrance  of  the 
love  and  esteem  in  which  they  are  held.  [Sister 
Riddle  evidently  means  Auxiliary  8;  however,  the 
Rochester.  N.  Y..  (Division  8)  Brothers  are  liberal, 
too.— Ed.]  Home.  Sweet  Home,  was  not  reached 
until  a  late  hour,  but  there  was  not  a  murmur,  for 
we  all  felt  that  it  was  good  for  us  to  be  there.  I 
quote  a  few  lines  of  the  old.  but  beautiful  poem  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Randalls:  '"Twas  sweet  to 
love  in  youthful  days,  when  life  seemed  all  before; 
'tis  sweeter  yet  to  truly  love,  when  life  is  nearly 
o'er."  Mrs.  Harry  Riddle. 

Sunbury,  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

With  the  thermometer  at  100  in  the  shade,  and  no 
breeze  in  sight  to  cool  the  fevered,  brow,  letter 
writing  is  almost  impossible,  still  Auxiliary  43  is 
quite  active  and  making  some  progress.  Several 
members  have  been  initiated  during  the  last  few 
months,  and  others  have  promised  to  join  in  the 
near  future.  Let  us  go  to  work  in  earnest  to  in- 
crease our  membership.  There  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  be  able  to  double  our  membership 
within  the  next  few  months  if  we  only  try;  but  the 
co-operation  of  every  member  is  needed  in  order 
to  accomplish  this. 

Several  successful  socials  have  been  given  by 
the  members  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  we  look  for- 
ward with  pleasure  to  our  next  one,  to  be  given  at 
the  home  of  Sister  D.  S.  Walraven,  our  faithful 
secretary. 

And  now  a  few  words  about  our  regular  meet- 


ings. I  know  our  meetings  would  be  more  inter- 
esting if  every  member  would  make  it  a  self- 
imposed  duty  to  be  present  all  all  meetings.  When 
we  have  a  good  attendance,  the  work  before  us 
can  be  done  in  a  more  business-like  manner.  Fre- 
quently we  meet  members  on  the  street,  in  stores, 
or  other  places,  and  valuable  suggestions  are 
made  by  which,  if  acted  upon,  the  usefulness  of 
our  Auxiliary  would  be  greatly  increased;  but. 
unfortunately,  when  meeting  day  comes,  the  good 
Sister  on  whom  we  depend  to  help  us  with  some- 
thing practical,  something  that  would  be  of  bene- 
fit to  our  organization,  is  conspicuous  by  her  ab- 
sence. If  we  could  only  realize  the  great  amount 
of  good  our  Auxiliary  can  do  by  united  efforts,  we 
would  cease  to  be  indifferent  Life  is  too  short  to 
be  spent  in  idleness.  1  believe  it  was  Carlyle  who 
said :  "I  am  traveling  this  road  but  once,  and  am 
trying  to  do  all  the  good  I  can."  Let  us  add  this 
to  our  motto,  and  do  likewise.  Let  us  be  more 
friendly  with  each  other,  and  render  such  mutual 
aid  and  comfort  as  may  be  needed  among  our 
members,  and  others.  With  best  wishes  for  the 
O.  R.  C.  and  L.  A.  Mrs.  C.  D.  Knight. 

Atlanta.  Ga. 

ti 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  fearful  that  under  "new  business  and  good 
of  the  order"  the  president  will  give  the  corres- 
pondent about  thirty  brownies,  and  order  a  redac- 
tion of  salary.  In  view  of  the  drouth-strickened 
condition  of  the  crops  of  the  aforesaid  correspon- 
dent, that  reduction  would  be  a  serious  loss- 
Many  things  have  come  to  pass  since  my  last  let- 
ter. The  2d  of  May  we  had  a  social  at  our  halL 
We  had  a  fine  musical  program,  after  which  re- 
freshments were  served.  The  silk  quilt  which  we 
have  finished  was  disposed  of  and  the  treasury  was 
$25.00  richer  as  a  result.  There  was  a  large  attend- 
ance, and  it  proved  a  most  enjoyable  occasion- 
Sister  Fleming  of  Wellington  made  and  presented 
to  the  Auxiliary  a  most  beautiful  quilt  which  we 
have  not  yet  disposed  of.  We  are'  waiting  till 
cooler  weather  before  attempting  anything  re- 
quiring any  exertion. 

Our  delegate  and  alternate  both  being  unable  to  at- 
tend the  convention.  Sister  Ferguson,  our  president 
was  elected  to  represent  116.  And  that  she  did  honor 
to  our  Division  was  proven  by  the  excellent  report 
she  brought  home.  Sister  Ferguson  extended  her 
trip  to  Pennsylvania  to  visit  relatives  several 
weeks.  We  had  one  initiated  in  April,  we  will 
have  an  initiation  at  our  next  meeting,  and  a  peti- 
tion to  act  upon.  Our  membership  is  increasing 
quite  satisfactorily.  Our  fortnightly  socials  have 
been  very  successful  both  socially  and  financially. 
At  the  last  one  the  hostess  had  a  great  many  but- 
tonholes to  work  and  she  offered  25  cents  a  dozen 
for  making,  and  the  result  was  a  neat  little  sum  in 
the  treasury.  In  June  we  gave  a  lawn  social  at 
the  home  of  Sisters  Vaughn  and  Argobright.  in 
honor  of  Brother  and  Sister  Saunders,  of  Chilli- 
cothe.  Mo.,  who  were  here  on  a  visit.  Refresh- 
ments were  served  on  the  lawn.  There  was  quite 
a  number  of  the  friends  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Saunders  present  besides  the  Auxiliary.  Sister 
Sawyer  and  her  daughter.  Miss  Bessie,  are  so- 
journing at  Las  Vegas  in  search  of  health.  A  let- 
ter from  Sister  Sawyer  informs  us  that  they  are 
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bavins:  a  fine  time  and  are  graining;  in  health.  Sis- 
ter Whitford.  one  of  onr  charter  members,  has 
taken  a  transfer  to  Las  Vegas,  N.  M.  We  were 
sorry  to  lose  Sister  Whitford.  but  think  she  did 
the  right  thing.  To  offset  that  loss.  Brother  and 
Sister  James  of  Arkansas  City  have  moved  to 
Newton  and  we  will  have  sister  James  with  ns. 
Brother  and  Sister  Conway  have  moved  to  Kansas 
City  and  we  commend  Sister  Conway  to  the  Sis- 
ters of  Auxiliary  68.  Sister  Conway  was  one  of  the 
charter  members,  and  a  most  faithful  attendant  at 
Division  meetings  notwithstanding  many  obsta- 
cles. Sister  Deitrick  and  children  are  spending 
the  summer  in  San  Diego.  California.  Brother 
Detrick  will  leave  in  a  few  days  to  accompany  the 
family  home  the  last  of  August.  A  number  of  the 
Sisters  have  been  away  for  a  vacation  and  several 
are  going  soon,  still,  we  have  a  very  good  attend- 
ance and  have  not  failed  to  have  a  meeting  but 
once  this  summer.  With  greetings  to  all  our  ab- 
sent Sisters  from  Division  116  and  to  the  general 
Sisterhood.  Correspondent. 
Newton.  Kansas. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

How  eagerly  we  all  look  for  The  Conductor. 
and  feel  so  disappointed  when  we  miss  one  1  Aux- 
iliary 84  "is  keeping  step  to  the  music  of  progress." 
She  anticipates  several  new  members  soon. 

The  way  the  membership  of  Division  111  is  in- 
creasing: we  should  have  a  membership  in  84  near- 
ly equal,  some  of  the  Brothers  not  having  wives. 


they  will  be  excused  until  later.  Brother  Wilkins. 
G.  S.  C,  was  a  visitor  of  Division  111  August  4.  Aux- 
iliary 84  sent  out  for  cream  and  cake  as  a  surprise 
for  the  visiting  Brother.  Our  last  social  was  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Willitts.  A  nice  afternoon  was 
enjoyed  by  about  eighteen  or  twenty  ladies.  Fruit, 
ice  and  cake  were  served.  The  next  social  was  a 
swell  affair,  given  at  the  home  of  Sister  Plum 
on  August  8th. 

Brother  and  Sister  Wagner  have  returned  from 
an  outing  in  the  Yosemite  Valley  and  report  hav. 
ing  a  fine  trip.  Brother  and  Sister  Johnson,  of 
Denver,  are  still  with  us  but  expect  to  turn  their 
faces  homeward  soon.  Sorry  to  have  them  leave 
us.  however  they  will  no  doubt  return  soon,  as 
they  seem  to  be  in  love  with  California.  Sister 
Benjamin  has  gone  east  for  a  visit  among  her  rela- 
tives and  friends-  During  her  absence  her  home 
caught  fire,  and  she  will  sustain  quite  a  loss.  She 
has  the  sympathy  of  all  Brothers  and  Sisters  here. 
Brother  and  Sister  Powers  have  gone  to  southern 
Oregan  for  an  outing.  Hope  they  won't  come 
back  web-footed.  Sister  Jones  has  been  on  the 
sick  list,  having  recently  returned  from  the  hos- 
pital. She  has  gained  so  rapidly  since  her  return 
that  she  is  at  home  to  callers.  I  am  sorry  to  learn 
that  all  of  the  ladies  of  Auxiliary  84  don't  think  as 
Sister  Tracy  does  in  ragard  to  taking  out  insur- 
ance. She  does  not  appear  to  be  making  much 
headway  in  that  direction.  With  kind  wishes  to 
all  Sisters  and  prosperity  to  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C. 

Carnation. 

Los  Angeles.  Cal. 


"CINDER  ELLA." 


They  call  me  "Little  Cinder  Ella." 

Because  I  walk  the  track 
And  hunt  for  coal  to  make  our  fires 

And  get  my  face  so  black. 
But  I  don't  care— they're  good  to  me. 

For  when  no  coal  I  find 
Thay  sometimes  throw  me  down  a  lump 

Or  leave  a  bit  behind. 

And  sometimes,  when  'tis  very  cold. 

They  pass  the  hat.  you  see. 
And  send  me  home:  for  father's  dead. 

And  ma  can't  work  like  me. 
The  trainmen,  sir.  are  very  kind. 

And  help  us  all  they  can: 
And  that  is  more  than  railroads  do 

When  they  have  killed  a  man. 

And  once  a  great  big  engineer. 
When  I  was  sick  with  croup. 

Brought  round  a  basket  full  of  things: 
And  ma  she  made  a  soup 


Like  millionaires  and  kings,  she  said. 

Could  only  'ford  to  eat: 
And  then  a  fireman  came  around 

And  brought  me  something  sweet. 

And  then  a  fat  conductor  came 
And  bowed  to  ma  and  said: 

"The  boys  give  this  to  help  you  out- 
Some  money,  meat  and  bread." 

My  ma  she  cried,  she  was  so  rich, 
And  then  she  prayed  awhile 

And  thanked  the  Lord,  "who  always  comes 
When  least  the  heavens  smile." 

I  got  so  warm  that  I  got  well 

And  ma  she  stronger  grew. 
And  now  she's  well  enough  to  scrub 

And  take  in  washing,  too: 
And  we  get  on  so  bappylike. 

It  seems  a  big  surprise; 
My  ma  she  says  my  having  croup 

Was  angels  in  disguise.  C.  G.  B. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Did  you  notice  the  clear  cut.  unbiased  wav  our 
Grand  Chief  Conductor  put  the  question  of  sen- 
iority before  the  Grand  Division  in  his  report?  He 
said.  "Strict  seniority  means  the  promotion  of 
men  according  to  their  age  in  the  service  of  that 
company,  provided  they  are  fitted  and  qualified 
for  promotion.  Abolition  of  seniority  means  that 
the  officials  of  the  road  will  hire  and  promote  men 
at  will,  placing  them  wherever  they  see  fit  to  place 
them  in  the  service."  You  have  the  subject  dished 
up  in  a  manner  here  that  gives  you  a  chance  to  see 
just  which  you  want.  There  was  a  time  in  the  op- 
eration of  railroads  that  "any  old  thing  went." 
What  I  mean  is  that  no  specific  rules  were  in  force 
for  the  government  of  trainmen:  no  prohibitive 
orders  against  certain  practices  that  would  forever 
banish  men  today  from  tbe  service:  no  standard 
by  which  strict  accountability  was  maintained  for 
everything  that  in  any  way  could  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  the  movement  of  trains  to  secure 
tbe  best  results  for  the  company.  Under  a  system 
of  varied  discipline,  with  no  basis  of  imposing 
penalties,  men  were  often  reprimanded  for  what 
now  is  deemed  a  creditable  act.  and  dismissed  for 
casaalities  tbat  are  now  credited  to  agencies  en- 
tirely apart  from  the  men  themselves.  Personal 
conduct,  both  on  and  off  the  road,  did  not  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  fitness  for  position,  and 
gross  breaches  of  conduct  that  would  "tie  the 
can"  to  a  fellow  today  were  unnoticed.  Under 
such  conditions  as  these  men  were  given  positions 
and  promotions  regardless  of  ability  or  experi- 
ence. The  evolution  in  the  affairs  of  handling 
traffic  had  not  reached  that  stage  when  railway 
managers  saw  it  to  their  advantage  to  choose  men 
to  operate  their  trains  after  the  fasbion  that  a 
builder  chooses  only  the  best  material  to  stand 
the  strain  upon  a  piece  of  work  from  which  he 
expects  tbe  best  results.  The  affairs  of  railroad- 
ing bave  undergone  some  vital  changes  in  the  last 
decade,  and  among  the  culls  that  have  been 
heaved  into  the  rubbish  is  that  of  giving  positions 
to  friends.  This  one  relic  of  by-gone  days  alone 
seems  to  be  the  bug-a-boo  that  is  bringing  out  a 
wail  from  many  of  our  members  about  "somebody 
will  get  my  run  if  seniority  is  knocked  out."  Why 
do  you  fear  it  ?  Are  you  possessed  of  the  convic- 
tion that  your  services  have  not  been  up  to  the 
requirements?  If  so.  why  don't  you  "watch  your 
job"  and  render  that  service  that  will  make  you 
indispensable,  thereby  leaving  no  reason  for  a 


swap  should  seniority  die.  There  is  no  more  to 
fear  from  favoritism  taking  away  your  runs  or 
chances  for  promotion  than  there  is  to  fear  that 
automatic  appliances  will  be  relegated  and  that 
we  will  again  drift  back  into  that  primitive  state 
when  all  our  engines  were  brush-burners  and  our 
trains  run  on  "smoke"  orders.  We  have  reached 
an  age  when  merit  seems  to  be  the  watchword  in 
every  department,  in  every  transaction  and  in 
every  piece  of  material.  You  have  got  to  meet  its 
conditions  sooner  or  later  and  your  old  hobby-hoss 
"seniority"  is  not  always  going  to  hold  you  up 
while  you  sit  in  one  place  rocking.  You  have  got 
to  move  with  the  procession,  even  if  it  does  fall  to 
your  lot  to  ride  a  mule. 

What  inspiration  is  there  to  attain  to  merit 
where  seniority  prevails?  None  whatever.  All 
you  have  to  do  is  to  soldier  away  your  time,  me- 
chanically performing  such  tasks  as  are  assigned 
and  keep  within  the  wording  of  the  book  of  rules. 
The  company  expects  more  than  a  simple  observ- 
ance of  its  rules.  They  must  have  energetic,  live 
men  to  secure  the  best  results.  No  "basswood" 
man  ever  yet  contributed  to  a  company's  success, 
and  right  here  it  would  be  well  to  quote  tbe  opin- 
ion of  a  well-known  official  wbo  said.  "While  some 
men  never  get  into  trouble,  it  was  because  they 
never  had  ambition  to  work.  If  I  were  to  ex- 
press preference  for  either  it  would  be  for  the 
man  who  hustles." 

Our  railway  managers  want  results.  They  have 
an  unlimited  amount  of  capital  invested,  and  it 
takes  men  who  have  ambition  to  bring  out  tbe  best 
results.  Basswood  men-animate  objects  moving 
under  specified  formulas  can't  do  it.  What  sets  a 
premium  on  such  as  these?  Nothing  under  the 
sun  but  seniority.  It  has  been  my  observance 
that  it  sets  a  premium  on  laziness,  too.  and  I  am 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  very  strong  resem- 
blance exists  between  them.  I  am  "fixed"  with 
one  of  the  best  runs  on  the  schedule,  but  I  say 
right  here,  if  seniority  be  abolished  and  a  merit 
system. of  promotion  displaces  me  with  a  better 
man  for  tbe  company  than  I  am.  I  am  willing  to 
step  down  and  begin  to  root  after  those  things  that 
will  make  me  a  dangerous  competitor  to  him. 

Let  us  all  constitute  ourselves  dangerous  com- 
petitors. It  is  only  right  before  God  that  we  exer- 
cise every  talent  given  us.  What  if  we  do  out- 
strip or  are  outstripped  ?  Will  it  not  increase  our 
worth  as  employes?  Certainly.  Then  you  must 


res?  Certainly.  Then  you 
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admit  that  yon  have  gained  control  of  the  most 
powerful  lever  possible  in  raisins  your  salaries. 

Suramins:  up.  we  find  seniority  analogous  to  lazi- 
ness, an  obstacle  in  the  path  of  progress  and  a 
protector  of  those  who  are  afraid  to  be  gauged  by 
the  standard  of  merit  It  seeks  to  keep  merit  in 
the  background,  thus  depriving  not  only  the  com- 
pany from  the  best  results  to  be  obtained,  but  de- 
prives the  men  from  reaching  a  state  of  perfec- 
tion through  honest  competition  and  excellent 
work,  that  would  give  to  them  better  wages  and 
the  company  better  employes.  Merit. 

Sedan.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  324  is  getting  on  fairly  well.  We  have 
seventy-five  members,  but  some  of  them  neglect 
their  duty  by  not  attending  the  meetings  as  often 
as  they  should.  Brothers,  if  yon  want  to  have  a  good 
time  and  know  what  is  going  on  all  over  the  coun- 
try come  out  and  attend  the  meetings.  You  will 
stay  away  and  possibly  not  go  to  church,  then  you 
will  ask  some  of  the  good  loyal  Brothers  that  you 
know  do  attend.  "What  did  you  all  do?"  "Did  yon 
do  so  and  so?"  or.  "Why  did  you  all  do  that?"  or 
"Why  didn't  you  do  so  and  so?"  Why  don't  you 
come  yourself  and  suggest  some  other  way  if 
things  do  not  go  on  exactly  to  suit  you  instead  of 
whining  all  over  the  road  and  on  the  street? 

We  ran  an  excursion  from  Bluefield  to  Cincin- 
nati on  July  17th.  returning  on  the  20th.  We  bad 
quite  a  nice  crowd  and  an  enjoyable  time.  We 
may  take  another  trip  when  the  weather  gets 
cooler.  Brother  McCullough,  our  loyal  chief  was 
the  head  push  on  our  excursion  to  the  above 
named  place,  and  if  we  should  run  another  I  hope 
he  will  accept  the  management  of  it.  as  we  haven't 
a  Brother  that  could  do  any  better. 

Brothers  I  do  not  think  we  read  our  Conductor 
as  closely  as  we  should.  Do  not  only  look  for  a 
few  words  from  your  own  Division  correspondent 
but  read  Thb  Conductor  through.  We  are 
brought  closer  together  by  reading  it  and  this 
should  be  the  aim  of  all  the  Brothers.  We  can 
learn  from  oihers  lessons  of  value.  Our  noble  or- 
der is  full  of  intelligent  Brothers  who  can.  if  they 
only  take  the  time,  impart  to  others  a  knowledge 
that  would  be  of  real  benefit;  and  it  is  interest  of 
this  kind  which  causes  enthusiasm  in  the  order. 
We  must  uphold  the  dignity  of  our  Order  and  by 
so  doing  show  the  outsiders  that  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors  is  up  to  the  times.  We  must 
work  hard  to  bring  some  valuable  young  timber 
into  the  fold.  B.  T.  Spencer. 

Bluefield.  W.  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

I  will  not  go  so  far  in  this  letter,  as  to  enlight- 
en yon  what  the  financial  advantage  would  be  to 
the  Order  to  move  from  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  to 
Washington.  D.  C.  but  when  that  time  comes 
to  enlighten  the  Grand  Division  at  Pittsburg.  Pa- 
in 1903  we  will  have  the  financial  part  canvassed. 
I  predict  that  Washington  will  get  the  solid  vote 
of  the  Grand  Division. 

I  have  three  reasons  for  advocating  the  removal 
of  the  headquarters  from  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa,  to 
Washington.  D.  C.  First:  all  railroads  are  consol- 
odating  and  today,  if  the  press  dispatches  are  to  be 


relied  on.  there  are  only  seven  big  railroads  in  the 
United  States.  Well  posted  railroad  men  say  the 
seven  will  be  condensed  into  three  large  trans-con- 
tinental lines,  each  one  having  a  line  of  steamers 
on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  Now  that  be- 
ing the  case,  we  as  railroad  employes  must  cen- 
tralize the  five  railroad  organizations,  namely.  O. 
R.  C.  B.  L.  E..  B.  L.  F..  B.  R.  T..  O.  R.  T..  in 
some  city  for  our  mutual  interest,  so  if  railroad  or- 
ganized labor  is  called  upon  to  show  their  numeri- 
cal strength  of  the  five  organizations  they  can 
furnish  the  information  in  twenty  minutes.  [We 
can  do  it  now— Ed. J  Second:  supposing  that  or- 
ganized labor  is  compelled  to  centralize  for  mu- 
tual protection.  Washington  is  the  magnet  city  to 
which  organized  labor  must  make  these  perma- 
nent headquarters  and  final  home.  Third:  Wash- 
ington is  the  seat  of  government  and  the  capital 
city  of  our  country,  and  where  all  our  laws  are 
made.  That  alone  should  be  reason  enough  for 
we  as  organized  labor  must  from  now  on  have  our 
share  of  legislation.  I  firmly  believe  when  we  as 
organized  laboring  men  show  our  fair  minded  em- 
ployer with  capital  to  invest  that  it  is  to  his  inter- 
est to  recognize  the  rights  of  men 'to  organize. 
Then  and  not  till  then  will  harmony  prevail  all 
along  the  line.  Our  present  lawmakers  are  our 
friends  because  they  fear  the  Socialist  which  is  the 
enemy  to  our  present  form  of  government.  Now 
my  friend  when  the  grand  Division  headquarters 
has  moved  to  this  beautiful  city  there  will  be  an 
appropriation  asked  for  from  the  57th  Congress  for 
a  memorial  ball  big  enough  to  accommodate  all 
kinds  of  convention's  and  a  standing  amount  of 
money  to  do  the  generous  act  as  St.  Paul  28th  an- 
nual convention  did.  When  the  Grand  Division 
meets  at  Pittsburg  in  1903  Washington  will  have  a 
double  header  offer  to  make  the  Grand  Division. 
First,  the  30th  annual  convention  to  meet  at  Wash- 
ington. D.  C.  1905:  second,  to  move  the  headquar- 
ters here  to  be  the  final  home  of  the  O.  R.  C. 
Grand  Division.  We  have  grown  out  of  our  gran- 
ger clothes  and  we  are  compelled  to  put  on  our 
new  suit  and  be  up  to  date  in  all  our  actions  and  be 
ready  for  the  twentieth  century  in  all  its  gigantic 
commercial  movements  and  take  our  part  as  to 
the  very  best  interest  of  our  fellow  man.  our  counj 
try  and  ourselves.  The  Federated  Trades  Unions- 
with  President  Gompers  at  their  head  has  his 
headquarters  here  also.  The  Kuights  of  Labor 
have  their  headquarters  here.  I  have  read  the 
able  editorial  from  our  associate  editor.  W.  D. 
Anderson,  entitled  "Close  the  Gap."  The  penalty 
is  the  proper  remedy  and  a  long-sought  want. 
Read  it.  Brothers.  I  have  been  an  ardent  advo- 
cate of  the  Cabot  Lodge  Bill  that  died  in  the  53d 
Congress,  but  after  reading  Brother  Anderson's 
able  editorial  from  now  on.  Brother  Anderson,  you 
may  count  on  my  support.  Read  it.  it  will  do  you 
good.  Division  378  sends  greetings  to  all  Divi- 
sions that  she  is  sound  financially. 
Washington.  D.  C,  John  Dwyer. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Knowing  that  we  have  a  great  many  good  Broth- 
ers who  are  so  situated  that  they  cannot  attend 
Division  meetings,  and  they  having  the  welfare  of 
the  Division  at  heart.  I  have  concluded  to  give 
them  what  little  information  I  can  and  hope  that 
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our  regular  correspondent  will  wake  up  and  stive 
them  the  balance.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  have 
today  the  best  Division  and  treasury  that  we  ever 
had.  both  in  numbers  and  loyal  Brothers. 

We  are  now  at  the  200  mark  in  membership,  and 
still  a  coming.  The  average  attendance  at  meet- 
ings is  about  35,  and  from  the  way  the  Brothers 
are  working  on  the  road  that  is  very  good.  The 
boards  of  adjustment  on  the  different  lines  are 
taking  up  their  work  and  getting  good  results.  We 
now  have  the  first  board  on  the  P.  C.  C.  &  St.  L. 
west  that  we  ever  had.  and  they  have  already  had 
good  results.  I  think  that  if  every  board  would 
promptly  take  up  cases,  treat  the  officials  as  their 
superiors  on  the  road  and  at  the  same  time  be  firm 
and  gentlemen,  they  would  fare  better. 

We  expect  great  things  from  the  legislative 
board  this  winter,  and  I  hope  that  the  members 
will  keep  ever  in  mind  that  the  Brothers  have  put 
confidence  in  them  and  they  will  in  every  way  do 
their  duty,  and  above  all  keep  their  expense  ac- 
counts down  to  what  they  really  ought  to  be.  as 
this  board  is  only  an  experiment.  The  Brothers 
are  taxed  very  high  as  it  is.  and  they  may  conclude 
to  cut  out  the  board.  If  it  is  handled  properly  it 
is  too  good  a  thing.  We  are  now  in  our  new  hall  at 
71 X  B.  State  St..  third  floor,  and  we  would  like  all 
of  the  members  to  attend  and  see  it,  and  also  all 
Brothers  who  come  this  way  to  stop,  providing 
they  have  the  S.  A.  P.  W.  and  can  pass  the  examin- 
ation. We  are  always  glad  to  meet  you. 

Columbus.  O.  Garrett  Fox. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  383  has  33  members  in  first-class  shape, 
and  is  one  about  as  strong  as  you  could  find.  Our 
delegate.  Brother.  J.  J.  Vanderlinden.  gave  us  his 
report  and  an  account  of  the  reception  that  was 
given  every  delegate  who  attended. 

Some  Brother  bas  been  making  a  howl  about  il- 
lustrations. Well,  they  may  be  interesting  to  some 
of  the  Brothers.  Geo.  E.  Brooks. 

Algiers.  La. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  first  article  in  The  Conductor  of  August 
strikes  home  to  a  good  many  of  our  Brothers.  Can 
we  awaken  that  interest  in  our  journal  that  it  de- 
serves as  a  representative  journal  of  the  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors?  That  there  is  any  amount 
of  good,  earnest  thought  among  our  membership 
cannot  be  doubted,  but  the  point  is  to  bring  it  out 
and  get  the  members  to  put  their  thoughts  before 
the  inspection  of  ye  editor.  I.  for  one.  am  not 
afraid,  so  I  will  try  and  give  my  ideas  of  the  cur- 
rent affairs  our  Orders  as  I  see  them.  I  believe 
that  it  is  conducted  on  good  concervative  lines: 
that  we  have  men  at  the  head  of  our  organization 
that  are  the  equal  of  any.  and  that  with  their  wis- 
dow  and  good  sound  judgment  always  in  tbe  fore- 
ground in  the  management  of  its  affairs,  we  need 
have  no  fear  as  to  its  future.  We  are  slowly  but 
surely  progressing.  The  report  of  the  board  of 
trustees  for  the  first  half  of  the  present  year 
shows  a  sound  and  stable  financial  condition,  and 
now  what  we  need  is  an  earnest  endeavor  on  the 
part  of  our  membership  to  insure  our  future  suc- 
cess. 

We  have  a  Brother  as  associate  editor  whose 


very  soul  is  in  the  work  that  he  is  doing  in  the  in 
terest  of  our  journal  and  the  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors.  How  many  more  of  us  will  assist  him 
in  his  efforts?  This  "Friend  of  the  conductors" 
is  surely  doing  all  he  can  to  help  the  good  work 
along,  and  I  hope  bis  articles  may  inspire  a  few  of 
tbe  Lincolns  and  Mark  Twains  to  come  out  front 
their  hiding  and  give  us  their  ideas.  Brother 
Evans,  of  119,  is  also  in  evidence,  and.  while  I  may 
not  agree  with  him  in  all  that  he  says,  still  he 
shows  a  spirit  animated  with  the  true  ring  in  the 
interest  of  our  Order.  He  strikes  hard  at  seniority, 
but  I  can  hardly  concur  in  his  position  on  this 
question.  Many  of  us  have  worked  years  to  re- 
ceive what  we  have,  and  I.  for  one.  would  not  like 
to  see  the  gate  thrown  wide  /open,  giving  railway 
officials  this  chance  to  place  favorites  entirely  in 
evidence  as  to  preferred  runs.  I  believe  that  we 
can.  with  good  judgment  and  conservative  effort, 
accomplish  much  that  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  con- 
ductors along  these  lines,  but  don't  open  the  door 
too  wide. 

I  was  a  delegate  to  the  session  of  the  Grand  Di- 
vision at  St.  Paul,  and  while  all  that  was  done  there 
did  not  meet  with  my  approval,  still  I  am  willing 
to  submit  to  the  will  of  a  majority.  The  home 
proposition  was  disposed  of  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Grand  Division,  and  I  believe  to  the  members 
of  the  Order  in  general,  if  we  could  only  go  ahead 
now  and  build  it.  But  time  and  earnest  effort  will  - 
accomplish  this  also.  Tbe  relief  fund  will  not.  in 
my  opinion,  bring  the  relief  that  many  of  the  dele- 
gates looked  for.  Only  tbose  tbat  are  permanently 
disabled  can  expect  any  relief  from  this  fund,  and 
it  still  leaves  a  large  number  of  our  members  that 
will  have  to  be  taken  care  of  by  their  local  Divi- 
sions. Howard  Leach. 

Jackson.  Mich. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Under  the  bead  of  "Good  of  the  Order"  I  here- 
with submit  a  suggestion.  We  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  discussion  on  tbe  subject  of  double-head- 
ers and  how  to  get  rid  of  them,  and  the  only  solu- 
tion thus  far  is  given  us  by  tbe  railroad  companies 
giving  us  larger  engines  than  can  haul  the  same 
tonnage  as  a  double-header.  So  the  question  of 
heavy  tonnage  as  a  proposition  has  come  to  stay, 
the  only  limit  is  the  number  of  cars  that  will  hold 
together.  With  this  solution  of  the  Question  there 
is  nothing  left  to  fight.  What  interests  us  more  is 
getting  adequate  pay  for  our  services,  as  we  are 
worked  harder  and  our  duties  are  more  burden- 
some, we  should  have  more  pay  for  our  work.  In 
a  number  of  instances  the  companies  have  raised 
the  scale  of  pay  for  the  fireman,  but  have  done 
nothing  for  the  brakeman  or  the  conductor.  Tbe 
scale  of  wages  should  be  revised  and  the  pay  in- 
creased per  hundred  miles  for  an  increased  ton- 
nage over  and  above  a  certain  number  of  tons,  and 
in  tbat  way  get  our  share  of  the  earnings  on  the  in- 
creased train  load.  Is  there  any  reason  why  the 
engineer  should  get  fifty  per  cent  more  wages  for 
going  over  the  same  division  as  the  conductor?  It 
is  just  simply  that  they  have  asked  for  it  and 
fought  for  it  continuously  that  they  have  gotten  it 
and  keep  it.  We  should  now  ask  for  what  we  are 
entitled  to.  Frank  F.  Fink. 

Waco.  Texas. 

Digitized  by  VjOO^  IC 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


721 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

If  the  correspondent  of  376  doesn't  set  a  consign- 
ment of  demerit  marks  for  this,  his  first  offense, 
he  will  commit  said  offense  again  in  the  near 
future,  and  let  the  absent  Brothers  know  that  we 
are  still  alive  and  that  the  door-knob  tarns  either 
way  for  any  worthy  Brother  coming:  this  way.  I 
think  Brother  L.  E.  Sheppard.  our  G.  J.  C.  will 
▼ouch  for  this  statement,  as  he  made  us  a  visit 
Monday.  July  16.  and  a  better  meeting  has  never 
been  held  by  Division  376,  a  goodly  number  being 
present,  and  Brothers  Carse.  Johnson  and  Oepne. 
of  Division  48,  gave  us  the  benefit  of  their  pres- 
ence. We  all  regret  that  Brother  Sheppard  copld 
not  stay,  longer,  but  we  hope  to  see  him  again 
soon,  and  hope  be  will  leave  us  more  of  that  good 
advice,  for  we  surely  need  it  now.  Owing  to  cer- 
tain rules  of  the  assistant  postmaster  Brotber 
Smeed  could  not  entertain  Brother  Sheppard  only 
until  8  p."  m.  Who's  the  reason?  At  this  hour 
Brother  Sheppard  was  escorted  to  the  home  of 
Brother  J.  S.  Scott  and  wife,  who  provided  a  musi- 
cal program  and  light  refreshments  and  the  even- 
ing passed  only  too  soon  for  those  present.  As  we 
dare  not  make  overtime  we  will  register  in  on 
time  with  green  Bigs.  Ban-ner-oot. 

Ashley.  Ind.  • 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

There  has  been  so  much  said  through  the  col- 
umns of  the  newspapers  for  the  last  several 
months  regarding  the  indignities  that  are  being 
perpetrated  upon  the  railroad  men  in  Old  Mexico, 
that  I  believe  that  it  is  time  that  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors  should  take  some  steps  to  dis- 
cover for  themselves  whether  or  not  there  is  any 
truth  in  those  reports. 

It  has  been  said  by  one  man.  an  engineer,  to  a  re- 
porter of  the  Kansas  City  Star,  that  many  of  our 
conductors  and  engineers  are  incarcerated  in  jails 
and  dungeons  and  are  not  even  given  a  hearing  for 
month*  in  some  instances  for  years.  Can  it  be 
possible  that  such  things  exist  at  our  very  door, 
and  with  our  citizens,  and  no  steps  be  taken  for 
their  release?  I  brought  this  matter  to  the  atten- 
tion of  our  Grand  Division  in  St.  Paul,  and  you 
who  were  there  know  the  conductor's  statements 
from  two  sections  of  Mexico,  north  and  south. 

I  believe  it  would  be  a  good  thing— and  in  justice 
to  ourselves.  I  believe  we  should  do  it— send  a 
Grand  Officer,  or  two  if  necessary,  and  let  him 
traverse  the  several  different  lines  of  railroad  in 
Mexico,  and  by  the  strictest  inquiry  through  the 
Brothers  and  the  Mexican  officials,  learn  whether 
or  not  these  conditions  do  exist,  and  report  back 
to  our  Grand  Chief  Conductor:  and  if  they  discover 
that  any  of  our  members  are  so  incarcerated,  they 
at  once  take  steps,  through  the  proper  channels  in 
Washington,  to  see  that  they  are  released. 

Is  it  possible  that  a  body  composed  of  men  such 
as  the  O.  R.  C.  are  so  forgetful  or  recreant  of  duty 
that  they  will  allow  one  of  our  Brothers  to  lie  in  a 
filthy  dungeon  for  months  or  years  without  mak- 
ing an  effort  for  his  release,  when  he  is  guilty  of 
no  offense  to  either  the  people  or  the  government 
of  Mexico?  If  the  killing  of  a  Mexican  was  done 
by  willful  neglect  or  by  a  malicious  act  the  case 
would  be  quite  different,  but  when  by.an  accident. 


over  which  he  has  no  control:  why  should  he  suffer 
as  it  is  reported  they  are  compelled  to  do. 

It  has  been  said  many  times,  and  I  have  heard  it 
myself  from  Brothers  of  our  organization,  and 
through  citizens  in  Mexico,  that  there  is  no  use  to 
go  to  an  American  Consul  to  seek  redress,  as  they 
are  powerless  to  act:  but  if  you  wish  anything  of 
that  kind  you  must  put  yourself  under  the  care  of 
a  British  Consul.  Is  it  possible  that  with  our 
boasted  fredom,  we  still  remain  in  such  a  position 
that  we  must  call  upon  our  cousins  accross  the  sea 
to  protect  us  at  our  very  door?  If  that  is  a  fact 
there  surely  is  something  radically  wrong  with 
our  republican  government,  and  the  sooner  we 
right  it  the  better. 

I  wish  some  of  our  good  Brothers  who  are  in  the 
Republic,  and  who  should  he  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  facts  as  they  really  exist,  would  give 
us  some  information  on  this  subject  through  the 
columns  of  The  Conductor. 

I  fully  understand  how  easily  it  is  for  a  man  who 
has  possibly  been  driven  out  of  Mexico  to  make 
everything  look  as  black  as  possible  against  that 
country:  but  where  there  are  so  many  reports  all 
tending  in  the  same  direction  there  must  be  some- 
thing that  is  true  in  them:  if  there  is.  it  is  very 
necessary  that  we  should  know  it.  I  hope  that  the 
proper  steps  will  be  taken  to  ferret  this  matter  to 
the  very  bottom,  that  we  may  forever  set  at  rest 
these  very  annoying  rumors  of  injustice  being 
done  our  members,  and  at  least  satisfy  ourselves 
if  there  is  no  truth  at  the  bottom  of  it. 

The  President  of  Mexico  is  a  gentleman,  and  I 
feel  satisfied  that  if  one  of  our  Grand  Officers 
should  go  to  the  City  of  Mexico  with  letters  from 
some  of  our  prominent  officials  in  Washington 
that  he  can  secure  permits  that  will  give  him  ac- 
cess to  every  prison  in  Mexico,  so  that  he  may  see 
for  himself  whether  or  not  these  things  are  true. 
Now  I  do  hope  that  some  of  our  good  Brothers  in 
Mexico  will  answer  this  through  The  Conductok 
that  we  may  know. 

I  am  glad  to  see  the  great  good  that  has  accrued 
from  the  relief  fund  that  was  created  in  our  last 
Grand  Division.  Many  of  our  Brothers  and  their 
families  have  found  great  relief,  and  will  long  re-  - 
member  the  convening  of  our  last  Grand  Division 
for  the  relief  that  it  has  furnished  hundreds  of  our 
good  deserving  Brothers.  I  cannot  help  bnt  think 
that  if  many  of  our  good  Brothers  understand  the 
Order  as  I  do  that  they  would  never  miss  a  single 
meeting,  but  would  be  there  to  give  us  their  coun- 
sel and  advice.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
you  owe  this,  not  only  to  yourselves,  but  to 
every  Brotber  of  the  Order.  And  right  here  I 
want  to  say  that  the  time  comes  in  every  man's 
life  when  neglect  of  this  kind  will  come  back  and 
reflect  severely  on  him  just  when  he  needs  assist- 
ance the  most.  He  will  find  that  it  is  cut  off  from 
him  by  his  own  deliberate  neglect  of  duty.  Do 
not  forget  that  your  officers  are  not  the  organiza- 
tion, nor  can  they  accomplish  anything  of  any 
great  good  unless  you  stand  at  their  back  and  give 
them  your  aid  and  assistance.  If  we  will  all  try 
this.  I  think  by  the  convening  of  the  next  Grand 
Division  we  will  be  satisfied  that  we  have  accomp- 
lished more  than  has  been  accomplished  in  the 
last  ten  years  of  our  history.  W.  Welch. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  our  last  regular  meeting  an  agreeable  sur- 
prise awaited  those  who  were  in  attendance.  It  . 
was  that  of  the  pleasure  of  the  company  of  one  of 
our  much-esteemed  Brothers,  W.  A.  Coon,  now 
membership  clerk  at  Cedar  Rapids.  Brother  Coon 
was,  and  is  still  very  popular  with  all  the  mem- 
bers of  Division  17.  And  deservedly  so.  for  when 
among  us.  he  was  the  first  to  offer  assistance  in 
anything  and  everything  calculated  to  promote 
the  good  of  the  Order  or  of  any  of  its  members, 
and  of  him  it  can  be  truly  asserted  that  no  Brother 
ever  sought  bis  assistance  in  vain.  Let  me.  then, 
repeat  again  that  the  Order  is  to  be  congratulated 
in  securing  the  invaluable  services  of  Brother 
Coon.  Some  of  us  were  disappointed  at  not  meet- 
ing Brother  Archer,  who  we  heard  was  at  Toronto, 
and  hope  the  next  time  it  will  be  convenient  for  a 
longer  visit,  as  we  are  at  all  times  pleased  to  meet 
any  of  our li  Grand  Officers.  To  the  grief  of  the 
brethren  our  charter  is  once  more  draped  in 
mourning  for  two  of  our  deceased  members. 
Brothers  Dyment  and  John  Morrison.  Brother 
Morrison  was  coming  east  in  charge  of  No.  6  train 
from  Sarnia  to  Toronto,  and  at  one  of  the  stations 
stopped  to  examine  the  air-brakes,  where  there 
was  supposed  to  be  a  leak,  and,  unfortunately,  at 
that  moment  the  train  unexpectedly  backed  up 
and  caught  his  head  between  the  cars.  It  was 
found  a  projecting  bolt  had  penetrated  his  skull 
Medical  aid  was  secured  and  a  special  train  was 
arranged  for.  which  brought  our  dear  Brother  to 
Toronto,  and  he  was  conveyed  without  delay  to 
the  hospital.  During  the  afternoon  an  operation 
wag  performed  and  a  fragment  of  bone  the  size  of 
a  silver  dollar  was  removed.  Every  effort  that 
medical  skill  could  devise  was  put  forth  to  save 
life,  but  all  was  unavailing,  and  our  dear  beloved 
Brother  passed  away;  never  having  regained  con- 
sciousness. The  deceased  had  been  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  G.  T.  Ry.  for  twenty-seven  years. 

Toronto.  Can.  W.  J.  Gray. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

On  Sunday.  August  11,  accompanied  by  Brothers 
Bob  McDonald  and  Heitzmann,  I  attended  a  clam 
bake  at  Port  Chester,  given  by  the  men  employed 
in  train  service  on  the  New  York.  New  Haven  & 
Hartford.  We  were  escorted  there  (or,  in  the 
language  of  the  Bowery,  we  was  steered  up  agin 
the  game)  by  Brothers  Lewis  and  Wicks,  of  No.  54. 
who  never  left  us.  not  for  one  minute,  until  our 
money  and  jewelry  was  all  gone.  By  the  way. 
Wicks  went  on  his  vacation  next  day.  so  did  Heit- 
zes'  watch  and  chain,  also  my  shirt  stud :  but  if  he 
tries  to  soak  them  when  he  gets  broke  he  will  kick 
himself  for  not  having  had  them  tested  before  hand. 
But  the  bake  was  the  best  I  ever  ate.  and  I  came 
away  feeling  perfectly  satisfied  with  everything 
but  the  watermelons:  they  looked  good,  but  so 
long  as  my  old  friends  John  Harris  and  Charley 
Roscoe  were  next  to  the  coon  that  dispensed  the 
heavenly  fruit— well,  it  was  all  a  dream ;  I  thought 
I  had  some,  but  I  didn't.  We  looked  for  Boston 
George  Smith,  but  Bob  McDonald  said  that  George 
had  affiliated  with  the  Sky  Pilots,  who  had  as- 
signed George  to  one  of  the  life-saving  crews  up 
in  the  Catskill  Mountains.  More  power  to  ye. 
Smithy,  may  your  shadow  never  grow  less  and 


may  ye  run  up  agin  many  good  things  like  we  did 
at  Port  Chester.  My  old  friend.  Brother  J.  J.  Arm- 
strong, of  San  Antonio  No.  76.  intended  to  go  with 
us  to  the  bake,  but  missed  the  train  on  account  of 
too  much  rest.  I  must  tell  the  truth,  his  wife 
wouldn't  let  him  go.  Now  he  is  going  around  town 
trying  to  sell  the  extra  large-size  vest  he  bought 
for  the  occasion. 

I  wish  the  readers  of  The  Conductor  could 
have  been  at  Division  54's  meeting  last  Sunday  at 
the  initiation  of  Brothers  Dunn,  Fowler,  Keeton. 
Shute.  Taylor.  Comstock.  Manwaring.  Vincent, 
and  Choates.  from  the  New  York  &  New  Haven 
system,  and  I  know  they  would  feel  proud  to  see 
such  men  as  these,  also  Brothers  George  Butter- 
field.  Lock  wood .  Jenkins.  Stacker.  Underbill  and 
Hyde,  who  were  initiated  some  time  ago.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Brothers  Chas. 
Hardy,  Smith  Warner.  Prank  Lewis,  and  Wicks, 
and  last,  but  not  least  by  any  means.  Brother 
Chas.  Gillespie,  whose  efforts  have  brought  such 
good  men  into  the  O.  R.  C. 

Brother  Wallace.  Chief  Conductor  of  Division 
50:  Brother  C.  S.  Bringham,  S.  and  T..  and  Brother 
John  Britt.  of  No.  50.  also  Brothers  Wm.  Fitzgibon. 
Sam'l  Elsworth.  Frank  Lacy.  Chas.  Vaughn  and 
Wm.  Flanagan,  of  Division  317.  of  New  Haven, 
who  not  only  waived  jurisdiction  on  two  of  the 
candidates,  but  in  addition  to  this  brotherly  cour- 
tesy they  came  all  the  way  to  No.  54*s  meeting 
room  here  in  New  York  City  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  at  their  initiation,  after  which,  in  good  of  the 
Order,  we  all  engaged  in  a  taffy-throwing  match. 
The  visiting  Brothers  praised  our  Chief  Conduc- 
tor and  his  lieutenants,  then  Brother  Cameron 
threw  gum-drops  at  the  visitors  awhile  till  we 
heard  the  Jingle  bell  from  down  stairs,  where  we 
all  went  and  took  a  little  suthin'  with. 

New  York  City.  N.  Y.  Passthevinegar. 
4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

My  first  visit  to  Richmond  was  in  April.  J 862.  pre- 
vious to.  and  while  the  Confederates  were  massing 
their  forces  for  the  famous  seven  days'  battle,  a 
historical  period  that  has  few  if  any  equals.  I 
recall  with  diffidence  that  bright  Sunday  morning 
marching  down  Main  street  as  an  auxiliary  to  the 
drum  corps  of  the  3rd  N.  C.  Volunteers,  an  adjunct 
to  the  finest  army  that  ever  responded  to  the  tap 
of  drum  or  bugle  call.  1  was  on  the  sunny  side  of 
twelve  years  of  age  and  very  petit,  too  short  to 
step  with  the  drum.  I  remember  some  of  the 
many  things  of  that  day  as  if  a  dream.  I  recollect 
the  dazzling  array  of  lovely  women  that  literally 
filled  the  street,  allowing  barely  room  for  the  col- 
umn to  pass,  the  display  of  ribbons  and  laces  was 
something  to  behold  in  those  days  of  simplicity. 
After  repeatedly  stumbling  over  myself  in  my  ef- 
forts to  keep  step,  and  in  our  confusion  a  miss  of 
a  few  summers  presented  me  with  a  beautiful  rose, 
then  my  confusion  knew  no  bounds,  and  I  wilted, 
but  the  rose  remained  fresh  and  maintained  compo- 
sure. I  looked  at  the  fair  donor,  and  as  our  eyes  met 
I  raised  my  cap  and  smiled.  She  was  as  red  as  the 
rose  she  bad  given.  I  made  no  further  efforts  to 
keep  step  as  I  passed  on  and  out  of  sight,  never 
again  to  meet.  I  often  wondered  if  she  remem- 
bered the  circumstance  of  that  occasion.  We 
were  often  in  the  city  after  the  Federals  failed  in 
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their  efforts,  and  were  constantly  on  the  streets  to 
see  what  was  to  be  the  next  torn  of  the  kaleido- 
scope. The  most  impressive  occurrence  was  the 
marching  of  the  prisoners  through  the  streets,  and 
particularly  were  we  impressed  when  the  Penn- 
sylvania Buck-tails  made  their  appearance,  for 
each  wore  in  his  cap  a  buck-tail,  and  every  fifty  or 
seventy-five  yards  was  a  four-horse  wagon  with 
our  boys  seated  on  the  side  holding  the  captured 
banners.  We  thought  the  entire  Federal  army  had 
been  captured.  The  situation  was  inspiring:,  and 
I  caught  the  inspiration  and  went  wild  with  exul- 
tation and  the  belief  that  our  flag  was  supreme.  As 
if  yesterday  do  we  recall  the  newsboys'  exclama- 
tions of  "extra."  "Dispatch."  "Examiner." 
•"Whigs."  "Enquirer."  That  is  when  we  were  in- 
itiated as  a  newsboy  and  it  served  us  well  in  after 
years,  for  it  formed  a  foundation  upon  which  we 
built  later.  Our  freedom  was  grand,  but  of  short 
duration,  for  we  soon  started  to  Washington  via 
Sharpsburg.  I  have  a  dream-like  feeling  of  many 
things  that  occurred  on  that  memorable  march, 
but  there  is  no  dream  in  the  feeling  and  narrow 
escape  I  made  when  an  old  lady  chased  me  through 
a  wheat  field  with  a  pole  over  my  head,  and  but  for 
her  skirts  she  would  have  impressed  us  more 
forceably  than  we  would  have  relished.  My  sec- 
ond trip  was  twenty-four  years  later,  when  I  re- 
turned as  a  conductor  of  a  passenger  train,  to  find 
that  the  city  had  outgrown  my  recollection.  The 
old  fields  of  1862  were  streets  in  1886.  My  only  land 
marks  were  the  market  the  bridge  connecting  the 
Exchange  and  Ballard  Houses,  the  Capitol  and 
Chimboraza  Park,  which  was  formerly  a  hospital. 
Lovely  Richmond,  the  flower  of  southern  cities,  in 
which  we  learned  to  love  a  cause  that  will  forever 
slumber,  but  will  never  die.  Unless  one  has  ex- 
perienced the  feeling  he  can  form  no  adequate 
conception  of  the  condition  of  one  who  has  never 
run  a  passenger  train,  and  in  a  territory  that  was 
new.  with  crowded  coaches,  for  our  people  were 
visiting  Washington  to  see  President  Cleveland 
inaugurated,  he  being  the  first  democratic  presi- 
dent since  Jas.  Buchanan.  We  were  associated  in 
those  days  with  Conductors  Cutts.  Border.  Brown- 
ing. Fillyaw.  Jesse  and  Ennett  Scott,  four  of  whom 
have  passed  to  their  long  reward.  Poor  Jesse 
Scott  died  in  South  America,  where  he  went  to 
accept  a  similar  position,  and  while  in  the  prime 
of  manhood  was  stricken  with  fever  and  died  in  a 
strange  land  and  among  strangers.  We  recall 
with  pleasure  his  genial,  handsome  face  and  rol- 
licking disposition,  and  few.  if  any.  had  more 
friends. 

Our  Division  is  making  some  progress,  although 
we  are  working  among  immunes,  we  occasionally 
draw  one  from  the  ranks  of  our  adversary,  the 
"Florence  Platform  Division."  which  holds  meet- 
ings morning,  noon  and  night  at  the  same  old 
stand  and  is  presided  over  by  Chairman  Bill  Cole, 
who  wields  a  gavel  with  the  force  of  a  Hurcules. 
and  his  power  is  sowed  broadcast  over  the  entire 
field  radiating  from  Florence.  If  he  could  be  in- 
duced to  divide  his  power  and  share  it  with  Divi- 
sion 271  he  would  extend  a  hand  that  would  be 
readily  grasped  by  all  loyal  Brothers  of  the  O.  R. 
C.  Brothers  Cox  and  Turbeville  are  doing  good 
missionary  work,  and  later  will  see  the  fruits  of 
their  labors.    Brother  Joe  Howell  has  been  resus- 


citated and  has  actually  taken  the  field,  and  is  an 
artist  of  superlative  degree.  He  reaches  those 
that  are  too  high  for  the  ordinary  Brother.  We 
hoped  to  be  able  to  chronicle  something  in  the 
form  of  an  effort  on  the  part  of  Brother  Hill,  but 
as  yet  nothing  has  developed.  He.  contrary  to 
Brother  Howell,  is  so  short  and  stout  that  the  least 
exertion  fatigues  him  and  he  puffs.  We  hope  he 
does  not  anticipate  apoplexy,  particularly  as  the 
Coast  Line  physicians  ridicule  the  idea.  If 'the 
promises  of  our  Brothers  amount  to  anything  we 
will  have  a  rousing  meeting  on  the  twenty-fifth, 
and  if  we  do  it  will  afford  us  pleasure  to  chronicle 
the  same.  The  past  month  the  crop  prospect  has 
materially  improved  and  our  farmers  are  accord- 
ingly delighted.  LaFayette. 
Wilmington.  N.  C. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  summer  is  almost  a  thing  of  the  past  and 
you  have  heard  nothing  from  the  chief  pencil, 
pusher  of  Division  85  away  out  here  in  the  land  of 
sunshine  minus  the  flowers.  Everything  is  run- 
ning about  the  same  as  of  old.  We  now  have  a 
new  trainmaster— Mr.  E.  J.  Gibson— who,  so  far 
has  shown  himself  to  be  "all  wool  and  a  yard 
wide."  Some  dissatisfaction  is  cropping  out 
among  the  men  on  account  of  the  way  the  passen- 
ger divisions  are  split  up.  and  lay  it  all  to  little 
"Rublets"  (Skinner),  as  it  places  Tidy  Hill  back 
on  second  division  on  his  little  red  caboose  behind 
the  train  and  gave  Burke  a  regular  passenger  run 
west  of  Winslow  and  also  placed  old  man  Carter 
on  passenger  west  of  Winslow.  We  have  plenty 
of  changes  here  as  usual:  some  complain  of  hard 
work,  some  of  high  living  and  others  of  the  poor 
booze  and  consequently  we  are  constantly  coming 
in  contact  with  new  and  strange  faces.  We  had 
the  pleasure  of  taking  into  Division  85  a  few  days 
ago.  a  member  whom  we  now  call  Brother  Marts 
who  came  here  about  a  year  ago  from  somewhere 
in  the  east  and  he  is  O.  K.  Brother  George  Wal- 
dron.  who  lost  out  here  some  two  years  ago  and 
went  to  old  Mexico  and  lost  his  health,  is  now  in 
the  hospital  in  Los  Angeles.  Cal..  and  Division  85 
is  caring  for  his  wants.  "Pa." 

Winslow.  Ariz. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Since  my  last  letter  to  The  Conductor  we  have 
lost  one  of  our  members.  M.  R.  Potter.  The  meet- 
ings of  No.  52  were  well  attended  during  July  and 
August.  We  only  had  one  meeting  a  month  dur- 
ing the  heated  term  and  the  boys  got  out  in  good 
numbers. 

Several  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  runs  of 
the  boys:  M-  Conway  has  changed  his  run  from 
Waldwick  to  Suffen.  and  the  Suffen  Independent 
states  that  he  came  to  Suffen  like  a  Vanderbilt  or 
Gould— he  had  Saratoga  trunks  and  dress  suit 
cases  by  wagon  load.  Jake  Voorhis  has  returned 
from  his  trip  to  Canada  and  resumed  his  oid  run 
and  is  read  (?)  to  trim.  It  was  a  sad  turn  for  him. 
He  went  away  in  good  spirits,  general  band-shak- 
ing and  rear-end  good  byes  when  leaving  Wald- 
wick. Letters  came  back  telling  of  his  safe  ar- 
rival in  Victoria  Domain,  but  alas!  how  soon  tor- 
gotten!  He  looked  for  a  return  letter,  but  this 
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was  the  letter  that  never  came.  Jake  now  says  he 
cannot  say  women,  lovely  women  with  good  trace. 
Brother  L.  W.  Baxter  has  taken  a  trip  across  the 
continent  and  viewed  the  oil  fields  of  California. 
Lew  speaks  in  glowing:  terms  of  the  wealth  that  it 
centered  in  the  sand  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Lew 
beat  all  records  across  the  continent.  Nellie  Bly 
and  Pitz  Morris' record  is  in  the  shade.  Brothers 
Decker  and  Gordon  have  been  laying  off  for  the 
last  ten  days.  They  are  considered  the  horsemen 
of  the  conductors'  room.  Brother  Decker  has 
acted  as  judge  on  different  occasions  and  Gordon 
has  handled  the  ribbons  of  some  of  the  noted  trot- 
ters of  Co.  Brother  Boughen  says  one  race 

in  particular.  "John"  came  back  to  Suffen.  and 
Boots,  being  anxious  as  to  John's  welfare,  says. 
"Jack,  how  did  you  make  out?"  He  says.  "I  came 
in  third."  He  naturally  asked  how  many  horses 
in  the  field?  Jack  says  three. 

Brother  Van  Dugen  has  gone  to  Buffalo  to  take 
in  the  sights  at  Pan-American  and  Niagara  Palls. 
Jake  has  left  all  his  interests  in  charge  of  Poxey; 
he  feels  certain  they  will  be  attended  to  in  good 
shape.  Brother  Tim  Welsh  has  been  appointed 
instructor  of  passenger  department.  This  is  a 
well  merited  appointment.  His  long  service,  his 
close  application  to  company's  business,  his  even 
temper  with  traveling  public  when  conductor, 
caused  the  officials  to  place  him  In  this  position, 
and  all  the  boys  hope  he  will  go  higher.     Nay  a. 

PortJervis.N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  suppose  I  must  pen  a  few  lines  for  the  benflt  of 
Boston  Division  122  to  show  the  Brothers  what  I 
am  doing.  Accompanied  by  my  wife  last  Sunday, 
we  took  a  walk  through  the  common.  I  noticed  quite 
a  large  gathering  down  in  one  corner  and  we  de- 
cided to  go  and  see  what  was  up.  It  proved  to  be  a 
socialist  meeting  and  Brother  Coyne.  P.  C.  C.  of 
Division  122.  was  upon  a  box  laying  it  down  in  good 
shape,  and  P.  Carr,  of  the  B.  A.  R.  R..  stood  right 
near  him  holding  Brother  Coyne's  umbrella  and 
bat.  keeping  eyes  on  the  police.  Brother  Coyne's 
ideas  were  elegant,  and  he  received  many  encores. 
The  Conductor  would  be  largely  sought  for  if 
his  speech  could  have  been  forwarded  to  the  edi- 
tor. Brother  Bgan  has  just  returned  from  the 
provinces,  and  had  a  good  time.  He  says  the  boys 
at  Moncton  are  all  right.  They  entertained  him 
and  his  estimable  wife  all  right.  The  many  Broth- 
ers who  attended  the  clam  bake  of  the  Warwick 
Club,  by  invitation,  speak  very  nicely  of  the  good 
time  they  had  and  the  many  courtesies  they  re- 
ceived. No  intoxicants  were  allowed  on  the 
ground,  and  made  it  still  better,  as  there  were  no 
big  heads  Monday  morning.  Brother  H.  Daniels, 
is  anticipating  an  ocean  voyage  to  Nahant  and  the 
Brothers  are  waiting  to  give  him  a  great  send  off 
with  a  band  and  fireworks  when  he  starts.  Broth- 
ers Drown  and  Pond  have  negotiated  for  the  Nor- 
wood band.  Brother  Wilson  is  on  one  of  the  Nor- 
wood trains  and  he  likes  his  run  very  much,  but 
his  wipe.  Angus  McLeod.  who  broke  on  the  Pro. 
division  for  O'Rourke,  keeps  him  awake  nights 
telling  his  stories,  which  are  amusing  to  bear  in 
the  Division  room  when  he  attends,  as  he  is  a 
royal,  good  story-teller— always  up-to-date. 

We  have  seven  hundred  and  fifty  trains  a  day. 


besides  all  trains  come  in  empty  and  go  out  loaded, 
and  come  in  loaded  and  go  back  out  empty,  so  it 
makes  about  twin ty -one  hundred  trains  a  day. 
Delegate  from  36,  please  take  notice  and  read  this, 
and  if  you  doubt,  please  correspond  with  Mr.  J.  C. 
Sanborn,  superintendent  Boston  Terminal,  for  full 
particulars,  which  can  be  had  of  him.  We  are 
glad  to  hear  that  a  good  many  of  the  old  timers  on 
the  New  Haven  have  seen  their  folly  and  are  com- 
ing back  into  the  ranks,  where  they  were  before. 
Division  54  is  doing  good  work.  We  have  four 
candidates  for  the  next  meeting  and  expect  to 
have  a  big  meeting,  as  business  of  importance  is 
to  be  transacted.  Some  laws  in  our  bv-laws  will 
have  to  be  changed  on  account  of  grand  sessions. 

Brother  Clifford  took  some  of  the  Brothers  out 
in  steam  launch  the  other  day  and  they  went  down 
to  see  the  steamer  Halifax,  that  was  sunk,  of  the 
Yarmouth  line.  Brother  T.  Mulcahy.  of  Division 
157.  went  too  and.  they  had  some  fruit  with  them, 
and  the  salt  air  gave  Tom  quite  an  appetite.  He 
partook  of  so  much  fruit  that  the  first  they  knew. 
Tom  was  up  forward  of  the  boat  trying  to  heave 
up  the  anchor  or  the  fruit.  After  a  while  he  came 
back  and  complained  that  something  was  growing 
in  his  stomach.  Never  mind,  we  won't  tell  the 
Cohasset  people  about  it.  Brother  A.  McLeod 
made  one  trip  in  his  lifetime  on  a  train  that  he  did 
not  ride  on  top  of  a  box  car.  He  was  out  the  other 
day  at  Readville  races  and  he  came  home  on  a 
passenger  train  with  a  nice  roll.  He  was  wishing 
Brother  White,  his  old  chum,  was  around  so  he 
could  give  him  a  tip.  Brother  White  has  gone  to 
Mexico  again  and  we  wish  him  success  on  his  trip. 
Brother  McLeod  would  like  to  hear  how  he  is  get- 
ting along  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Boston.  Mass.  Automobile. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  is  with  some  misgivings  that,  after  my  long 
membership  in  the  Order,  for  the  first  time  I 
attempt  to  write  to  The  Conductor  about  the 
doings  in  our  part  of  the  country,  and,  if  I  had  not 
been  reminded  of  the  fact  by  my  good  Brother 
Evans,  of  Ft.  Wayne.  I  should  probably  still  have 
remained  silent  Our  Division.  257.  located  at 
Caldwell,  Kas..  is  in  good  condition,  on  account  of 
the  extreme  heavy  business  both  in  passenger  and 
freight  service.  It  has  been  useless  to  attempt  to 
hold  meetings,  but  we  keep  up  our  missionary 
work  on  the  outside  and  the  good  work  still  goes 
on.  The  enormous  travel  to  the  new  country  just 
opened  by  the  government  has  passed  all  prece- 
dents and  the  Rock  Island  west  of  the  Missouri 
River  holds  the  banner  for  handling  more  people, 
with  the  largest  earnings  of  any  railroad  in  the 
world  for  the  same  length  of  time.  And  what 
makes  it  feel  more  pleasant  after  working  so 
hard,  was  the  general  manager  personally  con- 
gratulated the  boys  on  their  work.  We  have  got 
quite  a  number  of  new  conductors  working  here 
who  have  not  affiliated  with  us  yet.  but  they  will 
do  so  as  soon  as  they  can.  Our  secretary.  Brother 
Wilkerson.  I  am  sorry  to  say.  is  in  the  hospital  at 
Wichita.  Kas.,  for  paralysis  of  the  lower  bowels. 
We  hope  he  may  soon  recover  and  resume  his  run 
again.  All  the  rest  of  the  boys  are  well  and  are 
putting  in  good  time. 

I  will  pass  on.  with  a  few  comments,  as  it  seems 
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to  be  the  prevailing  idee  with  correspondents  of 
The  Conductor.  Some  say  what  we  want  is  a 
correspondent  of  the  Nye  order  to  make  ns  laugh 
aad  grow  fat;  others,  of  a  more  serious  turn  of 
mind,  want  something  on  the  heavy  order.  In  my 
own  Judgment  it  is  pretty  hard  to  tell  what  we  do 
-went  that  would  please  the  entire  body  bf  con- 
ductors. Some  think  one  thing  is  the  proper  one. 
and  he  advocates  it  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  only 
to  be  knocked  out  by  more  forcible  argument. 
This  is  what  we  hold  our  conventions  for.  to  bring 
out  thoughts  of  members  from  all  parts  of  the 
country.  At  St  Paul  I  was  very  much  pleased  to 
see  that  everyone  had  an  opportunity  to  express 
himself  on  every  subject  before  the  house,  under 
the  careful  guidance  of  our  beloved  G.  C.  C.  The 
weak  as  well  as  the  strong  were  duly  recognized, 
and  a  careful  consideration  given  to  all  utterances. 
It  was  a* great  meeting.  The  flood  gates  of  love, 
charity  and  fraternity  were  thrown  wide  open, 
and  now  that  you  have  got  them  open,  do  not  shut 
them.  Keep  up  the  good  work  of  progression  and 
it  will  redound  to  you  in  the  future,  if  not  on  this 
earth,  in  the  next  world  a  hundred  fold.  I  saw  old 
men  who  were  hard  and  grizzled  in  the  life  of 
railroading  get  up  and  talk  on  questions  of  justice 
that  came  up,  and  their  hearts  were  so  filled  with 
emotion  they  broke  down  and  could  not  proceed. 
This  is  love  1  My  heart  goes  out  to  these]Brothers 
and  I  say.  God  bless  you;  good  and  faithful  serv- 
ant. It  is  impressed  in  my  memory  and  never 
will  be  forgotten.  Let  us  have  some  more  of  this 
spirit  of  fairness  in  our  daily  walks  of  life,  and 
when  we  go  to  Pittsburg  we  will  still  have  a  better 
convention  than  at  St.  Paul.  My  hobby  is  to  make 
better  conductors.  The  convention  at  St.  Paul 
did  not  take  the  same  view  as  I  did.  still  I  yield 
cheerfully,  but  I  shall  come  again,  and „I  hope  pre 
pared  to  show  that  I  am  right. 

The  Brother  who  signs  himself  LaPayette  takes 
exceptions  to  the  cost  of  discussing  the  political 
question  at  St.  Paul.  To  my  mind  it  waslone 
among  the  few  things  that  expense  was  or  should 
not  be  any  object.  The  discussion  brought  out 
points  and  facts  never  thought  of.  and  sent  the 
Brothers  home  satisfied,  so  tbey  could  make  an  in- 
telligent report  to  their  Divisions.  But  what  beats 
me  is  how  "Laffey."  who  has  been  dead  for  over 
one  hundred  years,  knows  all  about  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  and  the  shortcomings  of  the  people  of 
today.  "Laffey."  you  are  a  good  writer:  don't  hide 
yourself  under  a  nom  de  plume.  I  was  very 
much  impressed  with  the  article  by  J.  T.  Welch  in 
the  Railway  Employe.  Boys,  if  you  have  not  read 
it.  look  it  up.  The  big  strike  is  on.  Shall  organ- 
ized labor  win  or  shall  it  lose  and  take  a  back  seat 
that  will  take  years  of  bard  work  to  re-establish. 
To  my  mind  it  will  be  the  hardest  blow  ever  given 
all  classes  of  organized  labor  if  tbey  should  be  so 
unfortunate  as  to  lose  in  this  struggle.  The  move- 
ment of  monopolies  is  consolidation  and  extermi- 
nation. It  seems  strange  to  me.  who  have  watched 
the  moral  advancement  of  conductors  for  twenty- 
five  years  and  have  seen  the  improvements  made 
and  the  better  service  rendered  (and  the  greatest 
part  can  be  attributed  to  the  O.  R.  C.)  why  they 
should,  under  these  conditions,  many  of  them 
contend  against  us.  1  cannot  see  through  it  from 
a  business  standpoint.  But  it  is  a  fact  that  each 


day  that  passes  makes  it  harder  to  attain  recogni- 
tion as  an  organized  labor  man.  I  think  I  know, 
but  am  not  able  fully  to  express  my  views.  The 
future  only  will  show  if  organized  labor  shall 
stand  as  a  monument  for  good,  or  fall  on  account 
of  the  luke-warmness  of  the  members. 

I  hope,  if  all's  well,  to  meet  many  of  my  friends 
and  Brother  conductors  at  Pittsburg.  Let  us  join 
in  making  it  the  grandest  meeting  of  all ! 

Topeka.  Kans.  W.  H.  Thomas. 

(9 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Say.  Brothers,  you'd  better  read  this  letter,  for 
nearly  all  the  last  month's  writers  to  The  Conduc- 
tor get  a  touch-up.  If  you  don't  see  what  you  want, 
call  for  it.  "Flat  Wheel"  didn't  draw  any  farm  in 
Oklahoma,  but  he's  saving  up  his  dimes  to  buy  one 
up  east  in  Greene  county.  Brother  J.  S.  Hensy 
and  wife  have  returned  from  Atlantic  City.  We 
are  glad  to  note  that  Mrs.  Hensy  is  much  im- 
proved from  the  trip.  Brother  A.  B.  Ragsdal  and 
wife  made  a  flying  trip  to  Charleston.  S.  C. 
Brother  Jack  Shriver  and  family  are  visiting 
home  folks  in  Middle  Tennessee.  Brothers  S.  D. 
Harm  and  H.  H.  Tittsworth  are  back  on  their 
runs  after  a  few  days'  rest.  Brother  John  Moore 
says  Brother  Tittsworth  stopped  off  to  take  the 
baby  up  home  to  show  it.  Brother  F.  S.  Cantwell 
took  a  good  long  rest  from  his  good  long  run.  but 
is  at  work  now.  Brother  Tom  Murphy,  on  the  oppo- 
site run.  has  also  taken  a  rest.  Brother  Frozier.  of 
Ashville  Division,  we  learn,  is  improving  from  his 
recent  illness  and  we  hope  to  see  him  out  soon. 
Brother  W.  H.  Willian  has  moved  to  Salisbury 
and  says  be  won't  swap  the  35  and  36  run  for  any  of 
them.  Brother  C.  T.  Baylor  and  wife  are  making 
Asheville.  N.  C.  their  temporary  home.  Brother 
Richard  J.  Year  wood  has  been  very  ill  at  New 
Orleans.  We  do  hope  and  pray  he  may  soon  re- 
cover and  return  to  his  home  in  East  Tennessee. 
Mrs.  Y.  has  gone  to  nurse  him  and  we  hope  she 
will  be  rewarded  by  his  ability  to  soon  return  with 
her. 

One  of  the  most  successful  social  affairs  of  the 
Ladies  Auxiliary  was  given  by  Mrs.  Jas.  F.  Lowe. 
Thursday  night  at  their  home.  Ice  cream,  water 
melon  and  grapes— all  for  10  cents.  Everyone  en- 
joyed himself  in  a  most  delightful  time. 

We  have  exceptions  to  our  advocating  short 
letters,  and  one  of  tbem  is.  let  us  have  long  letters 
from  the  ladies,  if  they  are  all  so  interesting  as 
that  of  Sister  Cole,  of  Concord.  Her  catching 
way  of  telling  about  her  trip  to  the  Grand  Division 
and  how  sbe  appreciated  the  kindness  of  officials 
and  conductors  is  enough  to  entice  all  our  ladies 
from  their  homes  to  see  the  world.  Sister,  with 
the  long  name,  from  Harrisburg.  Pa.,  we  like 
your  letter  ever  so  much,  but  it  does  seem  some- 
times that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  the 
oil  of  courtesy,  or  that  the  few  must  furnish  for 
all  the  vast  army  of  users  of  the  element.  Brother 
LaFayette,  of  Wilmington.  N.  C,  shows  very 
clearly  that  he  has  tilled  the  soil  by  his  graphic 
account  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  its  numer- 
ous troubles.  You're  right,  Brother,  but  there's 
one  thing  you  are  wrong  about,  and  that's  in  hav- 
ing only  one  meeting  per  month.  Why.  bless  you. 
if  we  bad  all  four  of  our  Monday  morning  meet- 
ings of  Division  139  thrown  together  we'd  be 
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forced  to  stay  away  into  the  night.  It's  two  to 
four  hours  every  Monday  with  us  and  not  a  minute 
of  time  lost  at  that  figure,  either.  We  get  better 
attendance  and  better  interest  generally  from  fre- 
quent meetings.  Brother  P.  R.  R.  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, you  seem  worried  about  your  annual  passes 
not  reading  for  "the  family"  and  want  something 
extra  for  your  extra  work.  Now.  I  suggest  you 
confer  with  Brother  Scott,  of  Jamaica.  N.  Y..  and 
see  if  something  like  his  half-holiday  Saturday 
wouldn't  be  a  good  thing  for  you.  Brother  Auto- 
mobile, of  Boston,  you  are  surely  joking  about 
wanting  and  needing  a  Grand  Officer  to  stay  in 
Boston  and  see  that  your  committee  does  its  duty 
and  to  get  new  members  for  you  and  to  tell  people 
what  the  Order  is  for.  etc..  etc.  Brother,  we'd 
suggest  that  if  your  Division  has  gone  to  sleep,  as 
you  seem  to  indicate,  that  it  be  moved  to  a  shady 
place  and  enclosed  by  a  stone  wall.  Take  meals 
by  means  of  a  balloon  and  thereby  avoid  the  ne- 
cessity of  keeping  a  Grand  Officer  constantly  on 
hand.  Besides,  Brother  C.  D.  Baker  would  object 
to  being  tied  down  in  Boston,  as  he  is  too  progress- 
ive and  loves  the  whole  Order  too  well  to  "just 
drive  up"  and  hitch  to  the  gate  post  of  any  one 
Division.  We  know  Brother  C.  D.  Baker  well,  and 
will  say  there  is  no  better  man  in  the  Order  than 
this  same  C.  D.  B.,  and  we  agree  with  you  that  he's 
qualified  for  the  position  referred  to.  but  we 
rigidly  object  to  his  being  gobbled  up  by  Boston 
O.  R.  C.  people  only. 

Well,  did  you  see  Brother  B.  F.  Osborn's  letter? 
He  actually  wrote  about  a  picnic  this  time,  and 
didn't  mention  home.  Come  along.  Brother  O.: 
don't  swell  up.  Let's  have  some  more  good  letters 
away  from  "home."  Brother  Pumphrey.  your 
letter  was  short,  but  good.  Come,  let's  have  lots 
more  from  you.  In  reading  your  former  letters  I 
never  thought  of  you  as  a  civil  war  vet.  May 
the  old  men  stay  long  with  us.  we  need  their 
counsel.  Brother  G.  H.  Baily.  of  West  Virginia, 
you  said  much  in  a  little  space.  Don't  play  out 
and  not  write  at  all.  Brother  Rankin,  of  West 
Virginia,  you'd  better  send  for  your  C.  C.  and  Sec- 
retary to  come  home,  or  act  in  their  stead  your- 
self. We  never  lose  any  sleep  over  our  absent 
officers,  though  no  doubt  yours  are  good  officers 
and  you  want  to  keep  them.  Brother  Herriott.  of 
Chattanooga,  we  agree  with  you  that  we  who  carry 
certificates  in  Mutual  Benefit  Department  are 
paying  out  something  which  will  probably  never 
benefit  us  much,  but  it  is  only  a  plain  duty  to 
maintain  our  dignity  as  an  Order— promising  to 
help  and  assist  in  any  way  possible,  and  then  it  is 
a  pretty  fair  disposition  of  a  question  which  has 
given  the  Order  more  annoyance  than  any  other 
one  question  since  the  establishment  of  the  Bene- 
fit Department,  and  even  before  that  time. 
Brother  Gilbert,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  the  force  of 
your  letter  indicates  that  you  are  not  the  repre- 
sentative of, that  animal  with  which  you  claim 
kinship.  We  know  you— you're  slow,  but  sure. 
Brother  W.  F.  E..  of  New  Albany.  Ind..  success  to 
you  in  your  hospital  venture.  We'll  go  over  our 
list,  and  if  we  find  you  bought  a  ticket  to  our  bos- 
nital  fund  we'll  see  that  vou  get  a  remittance 

from  Division  139  immediately.'  Oar  Denver  cor- 
respondent must  have  gotten  coupled  up  to  that 
striae  of  shanties  again,  with  even  worse  results 
than  before.   Yours  tor  short  letters. 
Knoxville.  Tenn.  Duplex. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Following  is  a  summary  of  receipts  for  the 
Home,  month  ending  August  31. 1901  : 


no\ 
14.. 
44.. 


o.  a.  C.  DIVISIONS. 


AMT.       NO.  AMT. 

 — $12  00     202  $  5  00 

  1000   

Total  $27  OB 

B.  of  R.  T.  Lodges   35  90 

B.  of  L.  E.  Divisions   50  00 

L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C   12  00 

L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T   7  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Contribution  of  the  proceeds  of  ball,  given 
under  the  auspices  of  the  B.  of  L.  F.  of  Cook 
county.  Illinois,  February  28. 1901.  presented 
by  Geo.  Goding.  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee 2015  06 

Contribution  by  L.  A.  to  B.  R  T.  No.  18   7  00 

Sold  two  rides  from  home  ticket   52 

Proceeds  of  picnic  given  by  G.  I.  A..  Aug.  29.  36  15 
Refunded  on  coal  bill,  invoice  364  5  00 

PERSONAL. 

E.  S.  Lowtber.  contribution  of   3  00 

Box  of  books  by  Anna  Ntthercot.  Austin.  Ilh  

Grand  total  $2191  63 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.  111.     S.  &  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

I  left  my  home  in  February  for  Cripple  Creek 
and  Central  City.  Colorado,  where  I  have  some 
mining  interests.  Came  back  through  Illinois  and 
Missouri,  where  I  spent  some  time  prospecting 
for  lead,  zinc  and  baryta,  successfully.  Then  I 
journeyed  east  through  New  Jersey  and  the  east- 
ern states  to  the  northern  part  of  Maine  to  secure 
options  on  timber  and  mineral  lands.  These  busi- 
ness matters  have  occupied  my  time  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  letters  to  the  Fraternal  Department  of 
The  Conductor.  I  take  this  occasion  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  Brothers  who  managed  to  find  a 
few  minutes'  time  from  the  duties  of  conductor  to 
entertain  and  make  the  trip  pleasant  as  possible 
under  the  circumstances  while  enroute.  Brother 
W.  H.  Kieran.  Wabash  Ry..  Division  74.  O.  R.  C: 
F.  M.  Beardsly.  with  Tal.  St.  L.  &  W..  Frankfort 
Ind..  W.  H.  Budd.  Chicago  Junction:  C  E.  Coyne. 
Boston.  Mass.;  J.  C.  Smith.  Pittsburg:  General 
Hathaway.  Maine  Central:  F.  H.  Jewell.  Wash 
County  Railroad.  Maine,  who  says  he  is  going  to 
quit  those  two  streaks  of  rust  and  rotten  ties  and 
go  out  to  San  Francisco.  Cal.,  and  strike  his  good 
old  fat  friend  M.  G.  Pnmphrey  for  what  Hot 
Tamales  calls  a  "pig-header."  look-'er-over"  or 
"oil-round"  job:  N.  Y.  Homes.  P.  R.  R.:  Chas.  B. 
Snyder.  Division  143:  Geo.  E.  Vance.  Division  114. 
These  Pennsylvania  conductors  won't  do  a  thing 
to  you  when  once  they  get  you  landed  in  the 
smoky  cities  at  next  convention.  The  Kisskinine- 
tns  Guakenheimer  cure  for  snake-bite  will  make 
my  old  friend  Veritas,  of  Kentucky  Bourbon  re- 
nown, think  he  has  a  bottle  of  red  pop  when  be 
comes  to  sample  this  buckwheat  brand. 

I  am  pleased  to  see  so  many  new  correspondents 
to  the  Fraternal  Department.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  it  is  a  good  thing  to  have  some  of  us  old 
fogies  take  a  rest  occasionally  and  give  some  of 
the  young  conductors  a  chance  to  develop  the 
gray  matter  of  the  brain,  with  which  they  are  so 
liberally  endowed.  I  have  failed  to  notice  any 
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▼ery  urgent  appeal  for  my  return  to  the  family  of 
correspondents,  which  only  goes  to  show  of  how 
very  little  consequence  any  one  single  individual 
is:  how  quickly  he  is  entirely  forgotten.  Like  our 
good  old  Friend  Jose  Gross,  whose  last  article  I' 
remember  to  have  read  December.  1900.  How 
many  of  you  conductors  ever  wrote  him  an  ac- 
knowledgment for  the  pleasure  and  benefit  de- 
rived from  reading  bis  articles  in  The  Conduc- 
tor ?  Probably  not  one.  The  attempt  to  write  or 
preach  the  majority  of  conductors  into  a  closer 
bond  of  brotherhood  seems  to  be  an  almost  hope- 
less task.  The  prevailing  sentiment  seems  to  be 
to  do  up  the  other  fellow  before  he  gets  a  chance 
to  do  you.  I  venture  the  assertion  that  not  one- 
half  the  members  of  the  O.  R.  C.  can  truthfully 
say  they  are  living  up  to  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws of  the  Order.  Why?  Just  ask  yourselves 
that  question.  Ponder  it  seriously,  and  settle  it 
satisfactorily  to  your  own  conscience  and  you  will 
not  only  benefit  yourselves  but  your  Brother  con- 
ductors by  your  examples.  What's  that  you  say? 
An  old  crank?  Perhaps,  but  5.000  miles'  travel 
over  seven  states  recently  has  shown  up  some 
queer  characters,  of  whom  more  anon. 
Titusville.  Pa.       Capt.  Geo.  W.  Barber.  Sr. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  August  number  of  The  Conductor  is  at 
hand  and  has  been  read  with  pleasure  from  start 
to  finish.  I  have  noted  the  pleasant  stories  and 
other  comments  and  the  letters  from  Brothers  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  country— some  pleasant, 
some  sad.  (the  obituary.)  No  issue  of  our  monthly 
Conductor  appears  but  that  some  Brother  writes 
from  some  corner  of  this,  the  greatest  country  on 
the  globe,  that  some  Brother  has  been  suddenly 
called  from  our  ranks  to  eternity,  and  adds  this 
sorrowful  intelligence,  (and  very  frequently)  that 
he  failed  to  take  out  insurance,  or  had  forfeited 
the  same,  leaving  his  family  in  destitute  circum- 
stances.   Why  do  Brothers  drop,  or  why  do  they 
not  take  out  insurance?   Is  it  because  they  do  not 
love  their  little  family?   No.  it  is  only  neglect. 
Then  is  not  the  Brother  unfaithful  to  his  duty  to 
his  loved  ones?  Brothers,  just  think  of  those  loved 
ones  before  you  are  suddenly  called  to  cross  the 
bridge  that  will  be  swung  between  you  and  them 
that  will  be  left  without  protection,  and  who  will 
battle  for  life  without  that  aid  that  they  were  so 
justly  entitled  to.    Should  a  Brother  be  in  need  of 
assistance  and  makes  his  wants  known,  who  is  the 
Brother  that  would  forget  his  obligation?  Broth- 
ers, do  you  not  often  hear  the  words,  "do  you  know 
of  any  Brother  or  member  of  a  Brother's  family 
sick  or  in  need  of  assistance?"  No  man  is  justified 
to  let  false  modesty  stand  in  his  way  by  keeping 
silent.  Brothers,  do  you  ever  think  of  the  earnest 
necessity  of  your  being  present  at  our  Division 
meetings?   Would  you  sit  quietly  in  any  other 
branch  of  business  and  allow  strangers  to  spend 
your  money  and  transact  your  business  and  feel 
assured  that  it  would  at  all  times  be  done  to  your 
best  interest?  I  think  with  a  little  candid  con- 
sideration your  answer  would  be  no:  then  why  do 
you  not  take  interest  enough  in  the  meetings  of 
your  Division  to  give  your  presence  at  least  once 
a  month?   There  is  nothing  so  encouraging  to  the 


office  holders  and  the  working  members  of  a  Divi- 
sion as  to  see  the  sides  of  our  hall  lined  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Order.  I  have  noticed  very  often  ques- 
tions that  arise  in  our  Division  room  which  are  of 
vital  importance  to  every  member  of  the  Order. 
I  too.  often  notice  when  some  Brother  makes  a 
motion,  which  should  be  seriously  considered,  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Brother  to  at  once 
vote  in  favor  of  the  question  without  ever  giving 
it  a  thought,  whether  it  be  a  justice  or  an  injustice 
to  themselves  or  to  the  Order,  and  very  often 
after  such  matter  has  passed  favorably  before  the 
Division  and  some  of  the  Brothers  who  never  at- 
tend hear  of  it  they  at  once  commence  to  kick  and 
find  fault  withe  reryone  who  was  there,  and  not 
only  those  who  were  not  there  kick.  I  have  heard 
members  who  were  present  when  such  things  oc- 
curred, afterwards  find  fault  with  the  action  taken. 
Now.  Brothers,  is  this  justice  to  you.  to  your  Divi- 
sion or  to  the  Grand  Division  of  our  Order?  Let 
us  wake  up  to  the  true  sense  of  the  duties  which 
we  owe  to  ourselves  and  to  our  Order,  and  be  at 
all  times  not  only  ready,  but  anxious  to  go  to  our 
Division  meetings  and  take  the  same  interest  in 
them  that  we  would  in  any  other  business  that  we 
have  money  invested  in. 

Brothers,  remember  that  today  you  are  full  of 
health  and  life  and  manly  vigor.  On  meeting  days 
I  note  quite  a  number  of  you  are  registered  ab- 
sent, and  at  the  same  time  are  in  the  city.  What 
can  be  said  or  done  to  influence  or  convince  you 
that  you  are  neglecting  your  duty?  Were  you  to 
be  suddenly  maimed  for  life  or  stricken  with  some 
deadly  malady,  and  the  Division  would  neglect  to 
give  you  proper  care  and  attention  the  English 
vocabulary  would  not  contain  words  suitable  with 
which  you  would  censure  the  Brothers  for  their 
carelessness.  A  very  ready  excuse  to  offer  for 
non-attendance  is.  that  you  are  home  so  little  that 
you  do  not  propose  to  neglect  your  family  to  at- 
tend meetings.  Well,  this  is  never  expected,  for 
he  who  is  not  a  good  father  and  a  true  man  cannot 
be  an  upright  member  of  the  Order.  Brother 
bachelors,  what  is  your  excuse?  Bear  in  mind  as 
you  journey  along  life's  rugged  pathway  that  there 
are  duties  you  owe  others  as  well  as  your  family. 
To  be  sure,  they  should  receive  the  largest  share 
of  your  attention  and  devotion,  yet.  with  a  little 
practice  and  economy,  you  will  be  able  to  discover 
when  you  have  many  spare  moments  that  could  be 
profitably  devoted  to  helping  others.  The  person 
who  gets  offended  because  a  creditor  makes  a 
reasonable  effort  to  collect  what  is  morally  and 
legally  due  him  is  not  a  person  entitled  to  a  repu- 
tation for  honesty. 

On  July  18  Brother  Sheppard.  our  Grand  Junior 
Conductor,  and  a  walking  dictionary,  gave  us  a 
very  pleasant  call.  A  special  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  Brother  Sheppard.  with  five  members 
present  and  seven  others  in  the  city  not  present. 
Brother  Sheppard  gave  us  a  good  talk,  and  before 
the  meeting  was  over  I  had  my  mind  made  up  that 
we  were  somewhat  out  of  line.  Come  again. 
Brother  Sheppard.  We  are  always  glad  to  meet 
good  people. 

Brother  A.  S.  Wilkins  took  unto  himself  a  very 
pretty  fair  sex  to  continue  his  life's  journey 
with.  Brother  V.  D.  Singer  has  taken  the  same 
step,  success  to  them. 
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Huntington  yards  switch  engine  was  outside  of 
yard  limits  with  no  flag  out.  Brother  T.  Baily  in 
charge  of  a  coke  train  came  around  curve  east  of 
Huntington  and  put  the  engine  into  clear.  Some 
of  the  Brothers  are  making  a  little  extra  money 
on  tbe  Sunday  excursions  at  passenger  pay.  which 
calls  for  freight  pay.  Brother  Howard  Polk  is  lay- 
ing off  at  present  and  will  be  a  little  surprised 
when  he  returns  and  finds  his  local  run  has  a  bigger 
appetite  for  tonnage.  Brother  T.  E.  Day  is  hand- 
ling the  tickets  in  J.  M.  Sewell's  place  for  a  few 
days.  Brother  Cap  Cramer  is  laying  off  for  a  few 
days.  Brother  Geo.  Lovell  is  laying  off  at  present 
and  has  gone  to  his  farm.  Geo.  and  his  tenant  start 
to  tbe  city  with  a  load  of  wbeat;  they  come  to  a  hill, 
where  they  are  stalled  with  tbe  load.  Geo.  says 
we  will  double:  bis  tenant,  not  onto  tbe  move,  asks 
how.  Geo.  says,  "take  half  of  tbe  team  to  the  top 
of  the  hill  and  the  other  horse  will  pull  the  other 
part  of  the  load."  His  tenant  has  cut  tbe  expenses 
on  the  farm  by  increasing  the  tonnage  on  one 
horse,  tbe  other  borse  went  on  tbe  extra  list  for  a 
while,  but  business  was  too  slow  for  him.  so  be  had 
to  quit.  Poor  borse.  be  is  past  the  age  limit.  (Now 
here  is  where  I  will  get  taken  by  the  neck.  Ha.  ha! 
that  goes  with  tbe  office.)  Success  to  all. 

Huntington.  Ind.  G.  B.  M.  Sewell. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Tbe  journal  is  before  me  and  I  have  been  read- 
ing the  various  letters,  especially  those  from  the 
ladies.  I  must  say  they  look  to  me  just  like  they 
have  some  good  news.  I  am  positive  they  have, 
because  our  last  Grand  Division  did  some  good 
work,  especially  in  passing  my  pension  law.  Do 
you  remember  some  five  years  ago  when  a  Brother 
from  away  down  in  Maine  asked  this  question. 
"What  shall  we  do  for  tbe  old  and  disabled  con- 
ductor?" By  referring  back  to  Thb  Conductor, 
find  my  letter  saying,  "pay  bim  a  pension,"  and  I 
have  been  crying  aloud  to  the  readers  of  The 
Conductor  ever  since,  "don't  buy  a  farm  or  build 
a  home,  but  pay  the  old  Brother  a  pension  and  let 
him  stay  at  home  and  enjoy  some  of  the  money 
his  dear  old  wife  has  deprived  herself  of  by  pay- 
ing the  old  man's  assessments,  that  they  may  live 
in  their  old  home  together  until  the  Supreme  Con- 
ductor asks  them  to  make  their  last  run  across 
the  dark  valley  and  register  in  that  beautiful  be- 
yond." 

Division  115  feels  very  proud  of  her  delegate  and 
the  good  report  he  brought  back,  giving  us  a  com- 
plete and  correct  account  of  each  day's  doings.  If 
it  was  business  or  pleasure  he  had  it  all  ready  in 
his  report.  Division  US  never  had  a  better  state- 
ment than  was  made  by  our  delegate.  A.  B.  Mur- 
ray, and  I  might  say  it  did  not  cost  only  one-half 
as  much  as  others  have  charged,  because  Mrs. 
Murray  was  along,  and  of  course  there  were  no 
wine  dinners  or  carriages  used  an  da  big  bill  sent 
in  for  the  Division  to  pay.  I  went  over  to  Tlburon 
last  Sunday  to  see  some  of  tbe  Brothers.  I  found 
Brother  Hunter  tearing  around  getting  trains  out. 
He  only  had  time  to  say  "howdo."  Then  I  thought 
I  would  speak  to  Brother  Crawford,  but  he  was 
making  a  home  run  and  started  for  San  Rafael  and 
he  yelled  all  aboard.  I  supposed  he  meant  me,  so 
got  on  and  went  to  San  Rafael.  I  found  these  peo- 
ple too  busy,  so  I  hired  an  automo  and  walked  over 


to  tbe  narrow  gauge.  That  is  Brother  Ed  Shoe 
maker's  road— or  it  should  be.  because  Brother  Ed 
has  been  here  so  long.  If  he  bad  only  taken  a  tum- 
ble be  might  have  owned  the  bakery  by  tbis  time. 
Well,  on  the  North  Pacific  Narrow  Gauge  I  found 
them  all  at  work.  When  I  say  all.  I  mean  Brothers 
Ed  Shoemaker,  superintendent,  and  conductors 
Chas.  D.  Phelps.  A.  B.  Murray.  W.  W.  Brown,  Jack 
Brady.  W.  R.  Mundell.  J.  P.  Kenney  and  J.  B. 
Brady,  all  members  of  Division  115.  My  comrade. 
T.  L.  Schuck.  belongs  there,  but  had  to  resign  on 
account  of  his  eyesight  failing— nine  conductors, 
all  O.  R.  C.  men:  that  is  a  good  showing  for  a  small 
road.  Brother  T.  J.  Hunt,  from  the  South  Pacific 
Coast,  came  over  and  paid  me  a  visit  and  says  all  the 
boys  are  happy.  I  called  on  Mrs.  J.  E.  Dillon  a  few 
days  ago  and  found  her  well  and  in  as  good  spirits 
as  one  could  be  under  the  circumstances.  Words 
fail  her  in  attempting  to  express  her  heartfelt 
thanks  to  tbe  members  of  the  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors,  and  especially  to  Brothers  W.  P.  Dur- 
bin  and  W.  J.  Maxwell  in  duties  as  officers  for  their 
promptness  in  passing  on  her  husband's  claim  and 
forwarding  the  amount.  $3,000.  so  promptly. 
San  Francisco.  Cal.      Milton  G.  Pumph rey. 

«$ 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

As  Division  157  at  last  election  of  officers  had  so 
much  business  on  hand  that  they  forgot  to  re-elect 
our  regular  correspondent,  and  apparently  he  feels 
the  slight,  as  we  bave  not  had  tbe  pleasure  of  read- 
ing the  classical  writings  he  used  to  favor  us  with: 
but  with  all  of  Brother  Smith's  faults  we  love  him 
still,  or  otherwise.  Now  it  seems  to  me.  with  the 
membership  that  157  has  (about  240)  that  we  ought 
to  be  able  to  get  a  correspondent  that  would  give 
tbe  Brothers  in  the  east  something  to  read  and 
ponder  over  why  they  joined  the  O.  R.  C.  I  am 
afraid  if  they  did  in  Division  157  as  correspondent 
of  Division  303  says  they  do  that  there  would  not 
be  any  use  to  start  a  new  Division  in  Boston. 
Probably  only  about  one- fourth  of  the  members  of 
157  are  aware  of  the  fact.  It  will  certainly  hurt 
157  for  so  many  of  the  good  Brothers  to  withdraw 
to  go  into  the  new  Division,  for  it  will  take  some 
of  the  Brothers  that  are  able  to  get  upon  the  floor 
and  give  us  a  nice  speech,  and  also  rest  on  some  of 
the  Brothers  in  such  a  way  that  we  cannot  get  of- 
fended. I  have  been  sat  on  myself,  and  if  by  any 
chance  someone  learns  who  wrote  tbis.  shall 
probably  be  again.  I  hope  the  Brothers  will  par- 
don me  for  attempting  to  write  to  The  Conduc- 
tor, and  I  should  probably  never  bave  attempted 
it.  but  that  is  tbe  only  way  tbe  most  of  the  Broth- 
ers get  their  information.  They  never  get  it  in  the 
Division.  I  am  afraid  if  Division  157  splits  up  we 
shall  have  to  do  as  the  Good  Cheer  Club  does— have 
our  meetings  in  some  of  the  Brother's  homes.  We 
open  usually  with  about  25  in  attendance,  but  at 
time  of  close  it  has  dwindled  down  to  about  10.  and 
a  large  majority  of  them  are  B.  &  M.  Brothers,  so 
if.  as  I  said,  we  should  be  split,  where  would  we 
beat? 

On  account  of  tbe  hot  weather  we  are  taking  a 
vacation  this  summer.  We  voted  to  not  bold  meet- 
ings during  July  and  August.  Some  of  the  Broth- 
ers thought  the  O.  R.  C.  had  busted  up.  but  I 
guess  nit— not  as  long  as  we  have  a  set  of  officers 
at  the  bead  as  good  as  we  have  now.  It  would  have 
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made  some  of  the  stay-at-homes  open  their  eyes 
if  they  could  have  been  in  Division  meeting  when 
oar  delegate  made  his  report  and  was  compli- 
mented as  having  made  the  best  report  as  a  dele- 
gate that  had  ever  been  made  in  Division  157.  and 
we  have  had  some  very  good  ones  before.  I  am 
very  glad  to  see  the  O.  R.  C.  has  woke  np  to  the 
fact  that  we  have  some  old  and  disabled  Brothers 
whom  it  is  onr  duty  to  look  out  for  and  that  they 
have  made  a  good  move  in  providing  a  reserve 
fond.  Last  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  was 
certainly  the  most  prodnctive  for  the  good  of  the 
Order  of  any  previous  meetings  to  my  knowledge. 
So  ante  up  Brothers,  and  look  smiling. 

Don't  forget  that  election  of  officers  this  year 
comes  in  November  instead  of  December  as  here- 
tofore. Come  around.  Brothers,  at  nomination  of 
officers  in  October  and  help  select  the  best  Broth- 
ers for  office,  and  don't  forget  to  come  to  next  reg- 
ular meeting  in  September,  as  there  will  be  busi- 
ness of  great  importance  for  your  consideration. 
I  wish  157  had  an  "Automobile"  writer,  don't  you? 
as  he  does  not  write  and  try  to  fill  up  his  readers 
on  government  ownership.  What  did  I  hear  yon 
say.  Brother  Coyne?  X678. 

Boston.  Mass. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

I  have  just  been  looking  over  The  Conductor 
of  last  month.  I  find  it  very  interesting  and 
worthy  of  every  Brother's  time  to  read.  If  we 
utilize  our  spare  moments  properly  in  application 
to  something  elevating  we  stop  at  the  end  of  life's 
journey  greatly  benefited  and  far  above  the  dust 
line  of  the  usual  haunt  of  life.  Spencer,  the  author 
of  the  Spencerian  system  of  writing,  found  him- 
self at  the  age  of  24  unable  to  write  his  own  name. 
He  saw  his  condition  and  immediately  set  about 
to  use  every  spare  moment  in  the  art  of  writing, 
and  thus  we  find  him  stopping  at  the  end  of  life  at 
tbe  head,  and  tbe  author  of  the  most  complete 
thesis  and  principles  of  penmanship  this  world 
ever  produced.  The  theory  that  we  are  never  too 
old  to  learn  is  very  good. 

We  might  learn  a  little  about  the  city  of  Buffalo 
and  tbe  Pan-American,  should  we  happen  to  be  so 
unfortunate  as  not  to  get  tbere.  by  observing  and 
looking  at  the  experience  of  those  who  bave  been 
there.  Prom  the  number  of  passes  and  tickets 
that  are  daily  being  outlawed  and  the  presenters 
ordered  arrested  would  lead  us  to  the  conclusion 
that  bands  on  your  pocketbook  is  the  watchword. 
I  wonder  if  those  members  of  tbe  silent  hand  are 
making  a  mark  or  specialty  of  railroad  men,  as  so 
few  that  go  there  on  their  passes  come  away  with 
them?  It  may  be  that  the  railroad  man  is  easy  or 
careless  that  be  is  annoyed  so  by  finding  himself 
the  victim  of  the  stealthy,  still  hunter,  but  tbe  re- 
sult is  bis  resolutions  are  better  returning  than 
they  were  going,  and  he  is  growing  wiser.  I  may 
not  get  there.  I  feel  myself  growing  old  and  do 
not  want  to  take  any  hazardous  risks.    I  want  to 


attend  the  Grand  Division  in  1903:  I  expect  you  all 
here.  I  want  to  show  you  a  good  time,  and  the 
rest  of  tbe  Pittsburg  fellows  are  anxious  that  you 
all  come.  Bear  in  mind  Pittsburg  is  a  great  city— 
the  industrial  iron  cradle  of  the  world,  and  with 
its  liberal,  loving  people  its  brawny  hands  are  open 
wide  to  gather  you  in  its  arms.  The  congenial 
men  and  beautiful  women  will  make  you  feel  at 
home— come. 

Brothers  of  our  Division,  a  word  or  two  to  you: 
The  election  of  new  officers  will  very  soon  be  your 
duty.  See  that  you  are  on  hand  to  do  your  part.  I 
will  simply  announce  that  I  am  still  the  corres- 
pondent. I  would  like  to  have  received  your  as- 
sistance in  this  work.  I  looked  for  it.  Some  of 
you  promised  it.  It  takes  us  all  to  reach  all.  Many 
things  occur  to  you  that  you  think  ought  to  be  in 
the  journal.  They  never  occur  to  anybody  else. 
How  do  you  think  they  will  get  there  if  you  do  not 
put  tbem  there?  Some  very  interesting  material 
might  be  developed  from  the  stock  of  knowledge 
already  on  hand,  but  for  the  benefit  of  him  who 
thinks  he  is  the  sole  possessor  of  it  I  will  not  dis- 
turb his  quietude.  A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient. 
"A  many  a  man  is  startled  when  he  heareth  no 
sound,  but  he  that  heareth  the  sound  and  is  not 
startled,  of  him  beware." 

I  am  not  a  candidate  for  re-election  as  corre- 
spondent. I  will  cheerfully  lend  my  assistance  to 
my  successor,  and  trust  that  you  will  fill  the  posi- 
tion with  a  good,  active,  original  thinker  such  as 
you  are  yourself .  I  like  that  subject  in  The  Con- 
ductor of  "Progressive  Form  of  Questions  and 
Answers."  It  is  good.  Good  wishes  for  all  and 
malice  to  none.  D.  F.  Lane. 

Pittsburg.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

We  have  had  awful  weather  in  this  section  of 
country! for  the  past  three  weeks,  raining  almost 
every  day.  But  the  rain  has  not  inter f erred  with 
tbe  growth  of  148.  We  bad  one  more  victim  last 
Sunday— Mr.  C.  Fullton— and  I  think  will  soon  have 
one  or  twojmore.  Brother  J.  M.  Brown  has  just  re- 
turnedlfrom  a  two  weeks'  visit  at  New  Albany, 
where  his  wife  has  been  quite  sick.  Our  worthy 
Chief.  I'mlsorry  to  say.  has  been  placed  upon  a 
run  that  does  not  permit  his  appearance  at  every 
meeting.  Very  glad  to  see  the  interest  taken  last 
meetingSbyitheKnumber  of  Brothers  who  were 
present.  Brother  Winston  has  been  bedfast  for 
the  past  month.-  Glad  to  know  the  doctor  has  some 
hope  ofjhis  recovery.  Brother  General  Yardmas- 
ter.  Wheelock.lgets  considerable  business  on  band 
occasionally:  two  wrecks  in  24  hours:  still  business 
seems  to  golon.  Brother  J.  M.  Brown  met  with  a 
very  painful  (accident  by  a  car  door  falling  off. 
breaking  hisjleftj'arm  between  tbe  shoulder  and 
elbow.  Gladitolknow  Brother  Winston  continues 
to  Improve.  Business  continues  to  be  good.  Ex- 
pect a  rush  since  the  heavy  rains  have  ceased. 

Chattanooga.  Tenn.  Opie  Hbrriott. 
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nUTUAL  BENEFIT  INSURANCE. 

Change  of  Designation  or  Beneficiary. 

The  distinction  between  the  beneficiary 
orders  and  societies,  and  the  regular  life 
insurance  companies  nowhere  appear 
more  plainly  than  when  we  consider  the 
rights  of  the  beneficiary  named  in  the 
certificate  or  policy.  In  a  policy  of  life  in- 
surance the  undertaking  is  with  the  as- 
sured and  the  stipulated  sum  is  payable 
to  him  upon  the  contingency  named- 
death  of  insured.  Owing  to  the  form  of 
the  contract  the  rights  of  the  person  to 
whom  the  insurance  is  to  be  paid  becomes 
at  once  vested  when  the  policy  is  deliver- 
ed and  cannot  be  altered  or  affected  ex- 
cept by  his  consent.  Consequently  the 
assured  cannot  in  any  way  control  or  dis- 
pose of  the  policy.  The  general  rule  is 
that  a  policy  and  the  money  to  become 
due  under  it,  belong  the  moment  it  is 
issued  to  the  person  or  persons  named  in 
it  as  the  beneficiary  and  that  there  is  no 
power  in  the  person  procuring  the  insur- 
ance, by  any  act  of  his,  by  deed  or  by 
will,  to  transfer  to  any  other  person  the 
interest  of  the  person  named.  An  irre- 
vocable trust  is  created.  On  the  other 
hand  a  member  of  a  beneficiary  organiza- 
tion has  no  property  interest  in  the  bene- 
fit, but  only  the  naked  power  of  designat- 
ing someone  to  receive  it.  This  designa- 
ted recipient  also  has  no  property,  nor 
vested  rights,  in  the  benefit,  because  his 
or  her  interest  is  contingent  and  uncer- 
tain, the  power  of  the  member  to  revoke 
the  appointment  and  substitute  a  new 
beneficiary  being  specially  reserved  by 
the  laws  of  the  association,  which  laws 
enter  into  and  form  a  part  of  the  contract. 
The  rights  of  the  beneficiary  are  not  fixed 
but  depend  upon  the  certificate  and  the 
rights  of  the  member  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  of  the  association. 


Masonic  Mat.  Ben.  Assn.  vs.  Bark  hart.  110  Ind 
192:  Morley  vs.  North  Western  Aid  Ass'n.  lows  10 
Fed.  Rep.  228. 

It  is  of  course  possible  for  an  insurance 
policy  to  contain  a  power  of  substitution, 
or  revocation  of  appointment,  and  also 
for  the  contract  of  a  benefit  society  to 
stipulate  unconditionally  that  the  benefi- 
ciary shall  not  be  changed.  But  such 
stipulations  are  unusual.  A  power  to  ap- 
point includes  in  itself  a  power  to  revoke; 
and  a  power  to  do  an  act  which  can  only 
be  affected  by  an  appointment,  authorizes 
an  appointment  and  therefore  a  revoca- 
tion. 

In  a  case  arising  in  Massachusetts, 
where,  in  pursuance  with  an  understand- 
ing with  the  mother  of  the  insured,  he 
took  out  a  policy  payable  to  her,  but  up- 
on his  subsequent  marriage,  surrendered 
it  and  received  a  new  one  payable  to  his 
wife,  it  was  held  that  the  mother's  rights 
were  not  affected.  The  court  said:  "There 
appears  to  have  been  a  full  understanding 
between  him  and  his  mother  that  the  poli- 
cy was  to  be  taken  out  for  her  benefit,  and 
afterwards  that  it  had  been  so  done. 
This  constituted  a  valid  settlement  in  her 
favor.  Nothing  remained  to  be  done  by 
him  to  complete  it.  Even  had  he  failed 
to  pay  the  annual  premiums  this  would 
not  have  prevented  it  from  being  a  good 
trust.  An  unrevoked  trust  is  valid,  even 
though  there  is  an  express  power  of  revo- 
cation. His  mother  might  have  continued 
the  payments.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  assured  could  not  legally  surrender 
the  policy  without  his  mother's  consent, 
and  her  rights  were  not  affected  by  such 
surrender.  This  is  the  true  rule  concern- 
ing old  line  insurance  and  supported  by 
authority. 

144  Mass.  381. 

On  the  other  hand  the  present  and  ac- 
cepted  doctrine,  now  generally  approved 
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by  all  the  authorities,  is  that  the  benefi- 
ciary may  be  changed  if  the  laws  of  the 
order  or  association  so  provide,  or  if, 
when  snch  transfer  is  not  prohibited  by 
the  laws  of  the  society.  The  supreme 
court  of  New  Hampshire  recently  held  in 
Barton  vs.  Association,  63 N.  H.,  535,  that 
from  the  nature  of  the  power  given  mem- 
bers of  benefit  associations  the  right  of 
its  free  exercise  requires  its  continuance 
until  death.  The  power  of  direction  as 
to  the  object  of  the  benefit  is  given  to  the 
member  as  a  rule  both  in  the  by-laws  and 
certificate  and  there  is  nothing  in  either 
tending  to  show  that  the  power  is  to  be 
exercised  at  the  time  of  becoming  a  mem- 
ber, or  that  when  exercised  the  power  is 
exhausted  and  another  beneficiary  cannot 
be  substituted.  The  power  of  selection  is 
unlimited  as  to  persons  and  is  limited  in 
time  only  by  the  death  of  the  member. 
The  power  of  appointment  is  the  one 
thing  in  the  contract  which  is  given  to 
the  member,  and  over  that  power  no  other 
person  has  any  control.  The  right  of  its 
free  exercise  requires  its  continuance  un- 
til death. 

Assent  of  Beneficiary— Subsequent  Law. 

A  few  of  the  earlier  cases  held  that  a 
designation  could  not  be  changed  with- 
out the  assent  of  the  beneficiary.  But  the 
modern  cases  hold  that  a  beneficiary  is 
not  a  party  to  the  contract  and  that  a 
designation  may  be  changed  in  accor- 
dance with  the  law  adopted  after  the 
issue  of  the  certificate  when  the  law  in 
force  at  the  time  of  such  issue  reqaired 
the  assent  of  the  first  beneficiary. 

16  R.  I.  468;  137  111.  118: 91  Tenn.  214. 

The  right  to  change  the  beneficiary  is 
not  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  first  bene- 
ficiary paid  the  assessments  of  the  mem- 
ber and  the  change  was  made  without  his 
consent,  or  that  possession  of  the  certifi- 
cate was  obtained  by  fraud. 

Pa.  S.  C.  11  Alt.  R.  6: 109  Mo.  560. 

It  has  also  been  held  that  when  the  laws 
of  the  society  requires  a  surrender  of  a 
certificate  before  another  will  be  issued 
designating  another  beneficiary,  if  a  mem- 
ber does  all  within  his  power  to  surren- 
der the  certificate,  and,  if  by  reason  of 
failure  to  do  so  on  account  of  it  being  in 
the  possession  of  the  original  beneficiary 
or  destroyed  or  lost,  a  new  certificate, 
with  a  new  designation  is  valid.  The 


Indiana  Court  (111  Ind.  127)  said  the  as- 
sured member  had  a  right  to  change  the 
beneficiary,  provided  he  made  the  change 
in  the  manner  provided  in  the  contract. 
Other  courts  have  gone  further,  and  said 
that  the  law  does  not  require  impossibili- 
ties, and  that  if  a  member  does  every- 
thing within  his  power  to  make  the 
change  in  accordance  with  the  method 
prescribed,  a  change  so  made  is  valid. 

THE  MORAL  VIEW. 

There  may  or  may  not  be  valid  objec- 
tions to  the  "change  of  beneficiary"  pro- 
vision in  a  benefit  certificate  on  legal 
grounds,  according  as  the  courts  may  de- 
cide, but  the  more  recent  objection  seems 
to  be  raised  on  moral  grounds.  It  is 
argued  that  the  power  to  change  the  ori- 
ginal beneficiary  at  will  encourages  di- 
vorces, because  the  insured  is  led  to  be- 
lieve he  can  transfer  his  certificate  to  the 
woman  supplying  the  first  wife's  place. 
We  do  not  think  there  is  much  strength 
in  this  plea.  The  motives  which  govern 
divorce  proceedings,  whether  justifiable 
or  not,  do  not  often  center  in  the  disposi- 
tion to  be  made  of  a  certificate  of  insur- 
ance. When  a  husband  has  just  ground 
for  divorce  and  gets  the  decree,  the  wife 
forfeits  all  wifely  consideration,  and  the 
man  should  control  the  insurance  on  his 
life  as  if  no  wife  had  ever  existed.  Where 
a  decree  is  obtained  from  a  worthy  wife 
by  fraud  or  otherwise,  not  only  is  the  de- 
cree liable  to  be  set  aside,  but  the  rights 
of  the  divorced  woman  are  sure  to  be 
safeguarded  by  the  court.  There  may  be 
exceptional  cases  where  a  wife  may 
be  wrongfully  set  aside  and  possibly  the 
wrongful  transfer  of  the  certificate  origi- 
nally for  her  benefit  be  accomplished. 
The  law  might  be  so  changed  as  to  make 
it  optional  with  an  association  so  as  to 
prevent  the  alienation  of  a  certificate  to 
an  improper  beneficiary.  If  there  may  be 
some  hardships  attending  the  power  to 
change  the  beneficiary,  there  are  a  good 
many  more  and  equally  great  hardships 
attending  the  absolute  tying  up  of  the 
certificate,  as  formerly  issued.  It  is  easy 
to  find  objections  to  any  general  rule  ap- 
plying to  a  large  number  of  persons,  but 
the  possible  hardships  experienced  by 
the  few  do  not  invalidate  the  benefits  to 
the  many. 
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J.  R.  King  has  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Vera  Cruz  &  Pacific. 

S.  R.  Kennedy  has  resigned  as  train- 
master of  the  Gulf  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe. 

George  B.  Harper  has  been  chosen 
president  of  the  Frankfort  &  Cincinnati. 

E.  B.  Gibson  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Santa  Fe  at  Winslow,  Ariz. 

A.  L.  Myers  has  been  chosen  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  St.  Lawrence  &  Adirondack. 

Charles  H.  Tweed  has  been  chosen 
president  of  the  Honston  &  Texas  Cen- 
tral. 

Clark  Haire  has  resigned  as  trainmas- 
ter of  the  Michigan  Central  at  Jackson, 
Mich. 

John  L.  Sullivan  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Manchester  & 
Oneida. 

W.  E.  Jeannot  has  resigned  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Marinetto  &  Tomahawk- 
Western. 

J.  Fitzgerald  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant trainmaster  at  Alleghany,  Pa.,  for 
the  Pennsylvania. 

E.  R.  Russell  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  of  Canada. 

G.  W.  Brady  has  resigned  as  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  New  York  New 
Haven  &  Hartford. 

Grant  G.  Schley  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Virginia  Southwestern.  Office 
at  New  York,  N.  Y. 

J.  M.  Davis  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Wyoming  and  Jefferson 
divisions  of  the  Erie. 

H.  McK.  Twombly  has  been  elected  a 
director  and  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Erie. 

H.  K.  Brady  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant trainmaster  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Lines  at  Crestline,  O. 

J.  B.  Rhodes  has  resigned  as  superin- 
tendent of  transportation  of  the  Bellaire 
Zanesville  &  Cincinnati. 

Geo.  T.  Slade  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant general  manager  of  the  Erie,  with 
headquarters  at  New  York. 


S.  B.  Zartman  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant general  manager  of  the  St.  Louis 
Caruthersville  &  Memphis. 

John  McGuire  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  terminals  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

E.  McCammon  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Gulf  Colorado  &  Santa 
Fe.   Office  at  Temple,  Texas. 

L.  S.  Robertson  has  resigned  as  super- 
erintendent  of  the  Memphis  Line  division 
of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville. 

G.  T.  Ross  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  Montana  Central. 
Headquarters  at  Helena,  Mont. 

J.  D.  Nicholson  has  been  elected  second 
vice-president  of  the  Montour  Railroad. 
Headquarters  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

H.  N.  Bartlett  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Citadel  division  of 
the  Great  Northern  of  Canada. 

W.  H.  Linton  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Louisville  division  of  the 
Illinois  Central  at  Louisville,  Ky. 

Geo.  A.  Coe  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Susquehanna  division  of 
the  Erie.   Office  at  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  M.  Clarke  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Asheville  &  Craggy 
Mountain  Railway  of  North  Carolina. 

J.  F.  Hedden  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  Central  of 
New  England.   Office  at  Hartford,  Conn. 

W.  L.  Derr  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  New  York  division  of  the 
Erie.   Headquarters  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

F.  G.  Patterson  has  resigned  as  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Pittsburg  Johnstown  Ebensburg  &  East- 
ern. 

G.  W.  Hardin  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  East  Tennessee  & 
Western  Carolina.  Office  at  Cranberry, 
N.  C. 

S.  M.  Smith  has  been  chosen  president 
of  the  Maricopa  &  Phoenix  &  Salt  River 
Valley.  Headquarters  at  San  Francisco, 
Calif. 

G.  J.  Hartman  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Louisiana  division  of 
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the  Southern  Pacific.  Office  at  Houston, 
Texas. 

W.  L.  Bisbee  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  first  division  or  the  Houston 
&  Texas  Central.  Office  at  Houston, 
Texas. 

E.  Ramsay  has  resigned  as  assistant 
general  manager  and  chief  engineer  of 
the  Tennessee  Coal  Iron  &  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

J.  W.  War  drop  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  freight  terminals  at  New 
York  for  the  New  York  New  Haven  & 
Hartford. 

N.  P.  Baker  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Washington 
County  Railroad.  Headquarters  at  Ca- 
lais, Me. 

J.  A.  Everell  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Montmorency  and  Ste. 
Anne  divisions  of  the  Great  Northern  of 
Canada. 

Milton  Knight  has  been  elected  second 
vice-president  of  the  Wabash.  Wells  H. 
Blodgett  has  been  elected  third  vice- 
president. 

A.  J.  Davidson  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  & 
San  Francisco.  Headquarters  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

J.  H.  Walters  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Florence  & 
Cripple  Creek.  Headquarters  at  Flor- 
ence, Colo. 

J.  P.  Mann  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  second  division  of  the 
Houston  &  Texas  Central.  Office  at  En- 
nis,  Texas. 

R.  J.  Bootey  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Jamestown  & 
Chautauqua.  Headquarters  at  James- 
town, N.  Y. 

B.  A.  Worthington  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Tucson,  division  of 
the  Southern  Pacific.  Headquarters  at 
Tucson,  Ariz. 

J.  C.  Eggleston  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Choctaw  division  of 
the  Missouri  Kansas  &  Texas.  Office  at 
Denison,  Texas. 

S.  Anderson  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant division  superintendent  of  the  New 
York  New  Haven  &  Hartford.  Office  at 
Taunton,  Mass. 

Robert  Peard  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Brandon,  Minnedosa, 
Yorktown  and  Souris  sections.  Office  at 
Brandon,  Minn. 

James  Man  son  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  southwestern  and  Pem- 
bina sections  and  Winnipeg  terminals. 
Headquarters  at  Winnipeg,  Man. 


J.  M.  Wash  has  been  appointed  train 
master  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Choctaw  Oklahoma  &  Gulf.  Office  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

J.  A.  Qdinn  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  western  division  of  the 
St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco.  Headquar- 
ters at  Joplin,  Mo. 

J.  R.  Kelley  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Cleveland  division  of  the 
Cleveland  Cincinnati  Chicago  &  St.  Louis. 
Office  at  Galion,  O. 

A.  O'Hara  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  eastern  division  of  the  St. 
Louis  &  San  Francisco.  Headquarters 
at  Springfield,  Mo. 

J.  F.  Maguire  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant general  superintendent  of  trans- 
portation of  the  Erie  with  headquarters 
at  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

W.  H.  Hill  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Dakota  divi- 
sion of  the  Great  Northern.  Headquar- 
ters at  Larimore,  N.  D. 

A.  H.  Smith,  general  superintendent  of 
the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern,  has 
had  his  jurisdiction  extended  to  cover  the 
Lake  Erie  &  Western. 

J.  R.  Wheeler  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Owensboro  &  Nash- 
ville division  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville. 
Office  at  Russellville,  Ky. 

H.  S.  Mitchell  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  northern  division  of 
the  St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco.  Head- 
quarters at  Ft.  Scott,  Kan. 

E.  A.  James  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  transportation  of  the  western 
division  of  the  Canadian  Pacific.  Head- 
quarters at  Winnipeg,  Man. 

C.  H.  Grundy  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent and  traffic  manager  of  the 
Marinette,  Tomahawk  &  Western ;  head- 
quarters at  Tomahawk,  Wis. 

H.  M.  Fickinger  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  southern  division 
of  the  St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco. 
Headquarters  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

S.  H.  Barnes  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  western  division  of  the 
Choctaw  Oklahoma  &  Gulf;  office  at  So. 
McAlester,  I.  T.,  vice  E.  C.  Tomlinson, 
resigned. 

Charles  M.  Hays  has  resigned  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Southern  Pacific.  Mr.  Hays 
left  the  Grand  Trunk  and  became  presi- 
dent of  the  S.  P.  January  1st  under  a 
five-year  contract. 

C.  F.  Sewell  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  Willmar 
division  of  the  Great  Northern  and  Will- 
mar  &  Sioux  Falls  Railway.  Headquar- 
ters at  Willmar,  Minn.  C*r\ncs\r> 
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"When  you  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name.  Division  number  and  address. 

Preferment  has  again  fallen  upon  one 
of  our  members.  Brother  George  W. 
Hardin,  of  Division  250,  an  old  conductor 
of  the  W.  N  C.  R.  R.,  has  been  promoted 
to  superintendent  of  that  line.  We  join 
with  the  members  everywhere  in  wishing 
him  success. 

Brother  D.  F.  Bradley,  of  Division  150, 
living  at  49 Taylor  avenue,  is  the  com- 
poser of  a  very  pretty  march,  entitled  the 
f,Pan  American."  He  will  make  a  special 
price  of  2Jc.  to  all  railroad  orders  and 
auxiliaries.  We  thank  Brother  Bradley 
for  the  copy  sent  us.. 

Jno.  B.  Kelly,  residing  at  1619  Henrietta 
street,  E.  St,  Louis,  111.,  desires  to  learn 
the  address  of  his  brother,  R.  E.  Kelly, 
formerly  a  member  of  Division  3. 
t5 

The  Westinghouse  Company  has  just 
issued  a  neat  attractive  booklet  that  gives 
a  comprehensive  idea  of  the  industrial 
enterprises  with  which  the  name  Westing- 
house  is  associated.  The  exhibits  of  this 
company  alone  is  a  feature  of  the  Pan- 
American  that  is  well  worth  going  to  see. 

«3 

Divisions  90  and  159  have  resolved  to 
recognize  no  communication  soliciting 
aid,  or  patronage  to  any  proposition,  that 
does  not  bear  the  approval  signature  of 
the  Grand  Chief  Conductor. 

As  a  matter  of  economy  we  have  sug- 
gested a  new  feature  for  sending  changes 
in  Conductor  addresses.  See  note  at 
head  of  blank  form,  last  mention. 

Requests  for  change  of  address  to  The 
Conductor  reaching  us  after  the  11th  of 
any  month  come  too  late  to  direct  the 
sending  of  that  number,  and  will  go  to 
the  old  address.  Here  they  will  be  re- 
tained fifteen  days,  according  to  postal 


regulations,  requiring  2c.  postage  for  for- 
warding; after  that  time  they  are  de- 
stroyed^ 

4 

C.  H.  Gaunt,  assistant  superintendent 
of  telegraph  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  has 
devised  a  system  for  the  simultaneous 
transmission  of  telegraph  and  telephone 
messages  over  the  same  wire.  Mr.  Sholes, 
superintendent  of  telegraph  of  the  A.  T. 
&  S.  F.,  is  experimenting  in  the  same 
connection.  In  event  of  universal  adop- 
tion of  the  telephone  system  of  sending 
train  orders  over  the  same  wires  now  em- 
ployed in  telegraphy,  what  effect  will  it 
nave  upon  the  wages  of  our  operators  ? 

The  Western  Passenger  Association  has 
decided  to  admit  dogs  on  the  baggage 
list  and  class  them  the  same  as  bicycles 
and  baby  cabs.  We  don't  know  whether 
they  are  accepted  O.  R.  or  not,  but  every 
one  knows  that  if  liability  for  damage 
rests  upon  the  company  that  the  price  of 
dog  meat  will  raise  very  materially  in 
case  of  accident. 

Oil  as  a  dust-layer  and  tie  preserver 
has  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Chicago 
&  Northwestern.  They  have  oiled  ten 
miles  of  roadbed  on  the  Galena  division 
as  an  experiment.  Crude  petroleum  is 
used  at  a  cost  of  about  $75  per  mile.  If 
the  experiment  proves  satisfactory  it  is 
said  that  the  company  will  sprinkle  its 
lines  from  Chicago  to  Omaha. 

4 

The  Southern  Pacific  is  erecting  a  mil- 
lion-dollar oil  tank  at  El  Paso,  Texas.  It 
is  ninety  feet  in  diameter  and  thirty  feet 
high  and  will  supply  fuel  for  all  its  en- 
gines. Similar  tanks  are  being  erected 
at  Tucson  and  Lordsburg. 

The  many  friends  of  Brother  Wm.  Kil- 
patrick,  of  Division  No.  1  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  of  his  re-appointment  to  the  posi- 
tion of  secretary  of  Railroad  and  Ware- 
house Commission  for  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois. What  marks  the  appointment  as 
one  of  special  interest  to  railroad  men 
lies  in  the  fact  that  Governor  Yates  made 
the  appointment  upon  the  request  of  the 
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several  railroad  brotherhoods  of  the  state 
of  Illinois,  who  indorsed  Brother  Kil- 
patrick  almost  universally,  against  the 
most  persistent  and  desperate  efforts  on 
the  part  of  old  politicians  to  land  their 
man.  Brother  Kilpatrick's  assistant  is 
Cbas.  J.  Smith,  recently  with  the  Illinois 
Central  as  cashier  at  Duquoin,  111.,  who 
has  been  awarded  a  medal  for  fifteen 
years'  faithful  service  with  that  company. 
Brother  Kilpatrick,  very  naturally,  bears 
the  railway  organizations  of  his  state  in 
high  esteem  and  we  join  in  thanking 
them  for  their  loyal  support. 


"From  Coast  to  Coast"  is  the  title  of  a 
pretty  two-step  written  by  Sister  Nettie 
S.  Smith,  of  Auxiliary  78.  This  piece  has 
been  published  for  the  benefit  of  First 
Canadian  Division,  No.  78,  and  is  sold  at 
25c.  a  copy.  Address,  Secretary,  Mrs.  R. 
A.  Purdon,  72  Gladstone  avenue,  Toronto, 
Ont. 

J.  A.  McKenzie,  Secretary  of  Division 
272,  would  like  to  learn  the  address  of 
Jos.  Bowlin,  last  heard  from  on  the  G.  H. 
&  S.  A. 

«a 

Will  any  Brother  knowing  the  address 
of  Brother  J.  S.  Stephens,  of  Division 

302,  kindly  communicate  the  same  to 
Chas.  Bloom,  Secretary,  1119  Union  St., 
LaFayette,  Ind. 

<2> 

The  following  Division  Cards  have 
been  lost  or  stolen.  I  f  presented  take  up 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

DIV.  MO.  NAME.  CARD  NO. 

1   H.  W.  Mathews  11047 

39  — -H.  A.  Helbing  9316 

39   E.  E.  McLellan  9612 

80._  P.  F.Sullivan   1227 

70  — -F.  B.  Hook  .._  8641 

74  -M.  I.  Miller   6432 

76  John  Boylen   5030 

117   Chas.  A.  Werner  2175 

131  S.  F.  Stabler  10510 

209  J.  R.  Hartman    9750 

230  .Charles  Erwin   8558 

234  J.  H.  Grim  10889 

256   R.  O.  Coorpender   2941 

300  ___.John  H.  Reed   1485 

303  C.  F.  Clark   9499 

362  H.  A.  Campbell  9104 

384   C,  H.  Thompson   5972 

The  Kansas  City  Journal  has  a  man  on 
its  staff  whose  mind  is  fertile  in  ideas. 
He  has  produced  the  cut  of  a  train  drawn 
by  two  engines.  The  caboose  is  equipped 
with  a  glass-domed  observatory  in  which 
are  three  men  who  have  charge  of  the 
apparatus  for  directing  the  movements  of 
the  front  end.  One  is  represented  hoist- 
ing signals  of  distress  similar  to  those 


employed  on  a  man  of  war;  another  is 
shown  at  a  telegraph  instrument  from 
which  wires  run  over  the  top  of  the  train 
on  short  poles;  the  third  is  engaged  with 
a  telescope.  Two  other  figures  appear  in 
the  picture,  which  are  apparently  the 
conductor  and  rear  brakeman,  the  former 
holding  on  for  dear  life  while  the  caboose 
is  shown  jumping  over  the  ties  at  right 
angles  with  the  cars,  which  are  also  of 
the  track;  the  brakeman  is  waving  a  flag 
whose  color  we  should  imagine  is  a 
bright  red  on  such  an  occasion.  The 
originator  of  the  picture  has  the  idea  that 
a  brilliant  future  awaits  the  man  who 
will  discover  a  means  of  communication 
between  the  engineer  and  conductor  on 
our  constantly- increasing- in-size  trains. 
Someone  ought  to  try  to  show  him1  the 
impossibility  of  perfecting  such  a  device 
and  save  his  mental  balance. 


Are  you  interested  in  sports  ?  Read  The 
Chicago  Record- Herald.  This  depart- 
ment is  one  of  the  strongest  to  be  found 
in  any  newspaper  in  the  world.  It  doesn't 
matter  to  wnac  line  of  sports  you  may  be 
particularly  devoted.  The  Record-Herald 
covers  all  and  presents  the  news  in  beau- 
tiful and  convenient  form.  Cycling,  golf- 
ing, bowling,  football,  baseball,  tennis, 
the  track,  the  ring— all  receive  the  closest 
attention  of  men  who  are  thorough  ex- 
perts in  their  particular  lines.  Photo- 
graphs of  individuals,  of  horses,  of 
groups  of  players  in  the  field,  of  bowlers 
in  action,  are  in  no  other  daily  repro- 
duced as  perfectly  as  in  The  Record- 
Herald.  To  investigate  is  to  be  con- 
vinced. 

4 

The  historical  features  of  Cram's  Maga- 
zine for  August  number,  as  principal 
among  them,  "Russia,  the  Marplot  and 
Oppressor,"  a  convincing  arraignment  of 
the  insincerity  and  the  lack  of  civilization 
of  that  mighty  power,  "The  Birth  of  the 
United  States  Constitution,"  by  Editor 
Clare,  and  Milton  Reeve's  entertaining 
"Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Aaron  Burr." 
"Obeah  Poisons  and  Poisoners,"  a  study 
of  the  terrors  of  witchcraft  in  the  West 
Indies,  "Enrico  Malatesta,  Anarchist,"  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  characteristics  of  that 
now  famous  man,  both  by  Editor  Murray- 
Aaron,  and  "The  Filipino  Races,"  by 
Prof.  Blumentritt,  are  the  principal  ar- 
ticles of  special  interest  to  the  student  of 
anthropology  and  political  economy.  The 
"Topics  of  the  Hour,"  which  are  a  promi- 
nent feature  of  this  magazine,  are  repre- 
sented in  Prof.  Allen's  continued  discus- 
sion of  the  latest  news  concerning  the 

Sossibilities  of  our  foreign  commerce, 
[r.  A.  Logan's  gossip  regarding  "Wash- 
ington Corridors,"  and  Editor  Murray- 
Aaron's  discussions  of  books  of  the  more 
important  sort  of  recent  issue. 
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There  are  now  fourteen  railroad  read- 
ing rooms  on  the  Sata  Fe  System.  Seven 
of  these  are  located  on  the  A.  T.  &  S.  F. 
and  seven  on  the  lines  west  of  Albu- 
querque. The  privileges  of  these  reading 
rooms  consist  of  all  the  latest  books,  all 
the  leading  periodicals  of  the  country, 
baths,  games  of  all  kinds,  and  lectures 
on  scientific  and  social  subjects  by  the 
eminent  educators  of  the  day— lectures 
on  astronomy,  chemistry,  geology,  physi- 
ology, sociology,  and  kindred  topics.  All 
these  privileges  are  absolutely  free  to  all 
employes  and  their  families  and  the  com- 
munity in  the  smaller  towns  has  always 
been  invited  and  welcomed.  The  reading 
rooms  have  usually  been  too  small  to  ac- 
comodate the  attendance,  so  that  in  many 
cases  opera  houses  have  been  rented. 

More  than  10,000  books  are  in  circula- 
tion on  the  Santa  Fe  System.  About  40 
per  cent  of  these  are  fiction,  25  per  cent 
are  historical,  15  per  cent  are  biographi- 
cal, 10  per  cent  technical,  and  the  rest 
general.  The  families  of  the  men  have 
free  use  of  the  books  and  periodicals. 
Any  employe  has  the  privilege  of  order- 
ing any  book  he  may  desire  to  read.  On 
the  fairest  estimate  at  the  points  where 
these  reading  rooms  are  located  90  per 
cent  of  the  employes  use  them. 

Brother  T.  H.  Woods,  of  Division  135, 
living  at  Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  is  very  anx- 
ious to  learn  the  address  of  his  son,  F.  E. 
Woods,  last  heard  from  at  Argenta,  Ark. 

* 

"The  Best  is  the  Cheapest."  Not  how 
cheap,  but  how  good,  is  the  question. 
The  Twice-a-Week  Republic  is  not  as 
cheap  as  some  so-called  newspapers.  But 
it  is  as  cheap  as  it  is  possible  to  sell  a 
first-class  newspaper.  It  prints  all  the 
news  that  is  worth  printing.  If  you  read 
it  all  the  year  round,  you  are  posted  on 
all  the  important  and  interesting  affairs 
of  the  world.  It  is  the  best  and  most  re- 
liable newspaper  that  money  and  brains 
can  produce — and  those  should  be  the 
distinguishing  traits  of  the  newspaper 
that  is  designed  to  be  read  by  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Family. 

Subscription  price,  $1.00  a  year.  Any 
newsdealer,  newspaper  or  postmaster  will 
receive  your  subscription,  or  you  may 
mail  it  direct  to  The  Republic,  St.  Louis, 


Angus  Sinclair  tells  an  amusing  story 
of  the  strong  prejudice  that  exists  among 
English  engine  drivers  for  anything 
American.   He  says: 

"  It  is  hard  to  get  a  British  or  a  European 
engine  driver  to  make  a  favorable  report 
a  Yankee  machine.  But  they  will  have 
to  come  to  it,  in  spite  of  their  prejudices. 
The  American  locomotive  will  win  its 
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way  in  Great  Britain  and  Europe,  that  is 
certain.  You  will  encounter  in  Great 
Britain  this  same  prejudice  about  nearly 
all  American  products,  but  their  excel- 
lence causes  them  to  win  their  way  in 
spite  of  it.  An  English  road  some  time 
ago  gave  to  one  of  its  most  trusted  engine 
drivers  some  samples  of  Americal  oil  for 
a  thorough  test  on  his  locomotive.  When 
it  came  time  for  him  to  make  his  report 
he  said: 

"Well,  I  didn't  like  the  bloomin*  stuff. 
It  has  such  a  bad  smell  that  I  couldn't 
stand  it,  and  I  had  to  lie  off.'  Yet  this 
very  oil  is  used  with  entire  satisfaction 
on  90  per  cent  of  the  American  railroads. 
English  engine  drivers  are  prejudiced, 
too,  against  our  mechanical  oil  feeders. 
They  are  accustomed  to  the  siphon  feeder 
and  do  not  like  to  make  any  innovation. 
But  to  my  mind  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  American  method  of  oil 
feeding  is  the  most  economical  known.  I 
think  our  locomotives  probably  do  burn 
more  coal.  That  is  due  largely  to  the 
fact  that  in  our  locomotives  the  cylinders 
are  more  exposed,  while  in  the  British 
types  the  cylinders  are  protected  from 
atmospheric  conditions,  and  there  is  less 
loss  of  heat,  and  consequently  of  power. 
The  great  advantage  of  the  American 
locomotive  over  its  rivals  is  in  its  sim- 
plicity of  construction.  Passenger  engines 
in  England  rarely  attain  an  average  of 
150  miles.  Indeed,  that  would  be  con- 
sidered a  big  run.  In  this  country  330 
miles  a  day  is  not  at  all  uncommon. 
British  locomotives  are  the  product  of 
theories.  They  are  designed  by  civil 
engineers.  American  locomotives  are  the 

Eroduct  of  experience— experience  that 
eeps  pace  with  the  latest  improvements, 
and  does  not  hesitate  to  discard  theories. 
They  are  designed  and  built  by  practical 
mechanics,  and  we  do  not  expect  or 
desire  them  to  live  after  they  are  out  of 
date.  So  we  run  them  for  all  there  is  in 
them.  There  you  have  the  difference  in  a 
nutshell." 

The  offices  of  the  president,  secretary, 
legal  and  claim  departments  of  the  Lone 
Island  Railroad  Company,  the  N.  Y.  ana 
Rockaway  Beach  Railway  Company  will 
be  located  in  the  American  Exchange 
National  Bank  Building,  128  Broadway, 
9th  floor,  on  and  after  Saturday,  October 
27th,  1900. 

The  Chicago  Record-Herald  says: 
"The  Masons  of  Columbus  have  taken 
the  initiative  in  a  world-wide  movement 
for  the  suppression  of  anarchy.  Lincoln 
Goodale  Lodge  has  adopted  resolutions 
expressing  sympathy  with  the  President, 
denouncing  his  assailant  and  the  anarch- 
ists who  prompted  the  attempted  assas- 
Nation,  and  calling  npon  tt.  Masonic 
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fraternity  throughout  the  world  to  hunt 
down  the  followers  of  the  red  flag  and 
banish  them  from  all  civilized  countries. 

"This  is  an  extremely  unusual  action  up- 
on the  part  of  the  Masons,  whose  organi- 
zation is  counted  the  most  conservative 
and*  self-contained  in  existence.-  It  is 
very  rare  that  any  public  question  or 
calamity  calls  forth  official  expression, 
'rhe  resolution,  copies  of  which  will  be 
distributed  broadcast,  is  as  follows: 

'*  'Resolved,  That  we  appeal  to  our 
Masonic  brothers  in  all  quarters  of  the 
globe  to  constitute  themselves  as  indi- 
vidual wetchmen  and  hunters  to  detect 
and  aid  the  guardians  of  law  in  arrest- 
ing, punishing  and  oanishing  from  their 
countries  every  vestige  of  anarchy.  And 
for  this  purpose  we  look  to  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Universe  for  help  and 
guidance.'  " 

There  is  no  Mason  but  will  rejoice  at 
this  opportunity  to  exercise  his  duty  as  a 
fellow  craft  and  take  upon  himself  the  no- 
ble work  of  looking  for  these  assassins 
and  bring  them  in  for  the  sentences 
awaiting  them.  This  action  on  the  part 
of  Ohio  Masons  will  meet  a  hearty  sup- 
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port  wherever  masonry  exists  in  the  coun- 
try and  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  a  more 
tenacious  and  determined  movement  to 
put  down  an  evil  never  was  instituted  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  So  nearly  in 
keeping  with  an  early  example  of  this  na- 
ture comes  the  act  of  Czolgosz  that  Mas- 
ons need  no  incentive  to  show  them  the 
direction  their  duty  lies,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  same  success  will  attend  their 
efforts  in  exterminating  this  pest  of  so- 
ciety—this enemy  to  our  government  and 
its  executive  head,  that  attended  the 
efforts  of  those  whose  characters  stand 
forth  in  the  history  of  operative  masonry. 

The  Webb  C.  Ball  "Official  Standard," 
17-jewelled,  O.  R.  C.  watches  need  no 
recommendation.  They  are  guaranteed 
and  are  carried  by  hundreds  of  conduc- 
tors all  over  the  country.  We  propose  to 
give  ten  of  them  away  to  persons  sending 
us  lists  of  seventy-five  subscribers  and 
$75. 


pflgfl|_ySIg|  Locomotor  Ataxia* 
Dr.  Chase* 224  N.lO^"ptlla4«teh!*.l>*> 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  Is  not  correct,  fill  out  this 
coupon,  paste  it  on  a  postal  card  and  send  it  to  Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Change  Ordered  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 

PRESENT  ADDRESS. 

Name.  Division  Mo  — 

Box  or  Street  and  No  — 

Postoffice   State  — 

OLD  ADDRE88 

Postoffice  State  


S0~Be  Sure  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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AKiNS-Brother  S.  L.  Akins.  Division  364.  Oakland.  Cali: 
ASHB-Brother  J.  G.  Ashe.  Division  88.  Ennis.  Texas 

Beers— Daughter  of- Brother  Frank  Beers.  Division  11.  Newton,  Kans. 
Blaney— Brother  P.  L.  Blaney.  Division  195.  Sacramento.  Calif. 
Blanchabd— Brother  P.  M.  Blanchard.  Division  304.  Canton.  Miss. 
Br aina ed- Brother  E.  C.  Brainard.  Division  22.  Mason  City,  Iowa. 

Cabby— Brother  W.  L.  Carey.  Division  377.  Joliet.  Ill 
Cothban— Brother  N.  Cotbran.  Division  290.  Paducah.  Ky. 
Crook- Brother  L.  H.  Crook.  Division  304.  Canton.  Miss. 

Dyment— Brother  L.  Dyment,  Division  17.  Toronto.  Ont. 

Farber— Brother  George  Farber.  Division  109.  Galion.  Ohio. 

German— Brother  M.  A.  German,  Division  40.  St.  Panl.  Minn. 
GiLLisPiK-Brother  James  Gillispie,  Division  200.  Bradford.  Pa. 
Grant — Brother  J.  D.  Grant.  Division  54.  New  York.  N.  Y. 

Harrington— Brother  B.  F.  Harrington.  Division  332.  Jonesboro.  Ark. 
HoLMES-Brotber  T.  B.  Holmes.  Division  225.  Hornellsville.  N.  Y. 
Hollow  ay— Brother  J.  L.  Holloway,  Division  137.  Osawatomie.  Kans. 
Hudson— Brother  George  Hudson,  Division  5.  Baltimore.  Md. 
Hublbut— Wife  of  Brother  E.  E.  Hurlbnt.  Division  141.  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 

Joyce— Brother  P.  Joyce.  Division  93.  Ft.  Dodge.  Iowa. 

Land- Brother  M.  R.  Land.  Division  180.  Atlanta.  Ga. 

McCullough— Brother  J.  F.  McCnllough.  Division  217.  Bennett.  Pa. 
McEl boy- Brother  W.  R.  McElroy.  Division  230.  New  Franklin.  Mo. 
MclNTYBE— Brother  J.  Mclntyre.  Division  189.  Sarnia.  Ont. 
McKAY-Brother  H.  McKay.  Division  374.  Elmira.  N.  Y. 
McLane— Brother  L.  V.  McLane.  Division  98.  Montgomery.  Ala. 
M  i ller— Brother  C.  A.  Miller.  Division  359,  East  Albany.  N.  Y. 
Moobe- Brother  F.  Moore.  Division  305.  LaGrande.  Ore. 
Mobehead—  Brother  D.  M.  Morehead.  Division  143.  Harrisbnrg.  Pa. 
Morrison— Brother  J.  Morrison.  Division  17.  Toronto,  Ont. 

NEALLY-Brother  of.  Brother  J.  F.  Neally,  Division  1.  Chicago.  111. 

PEBCY-Brother  J.  S.  Percy.  Division  395.  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah. 

Reynolds- Brother  T.  W.  Reynolds.  Division  30.  Springfield.  Mo. 

Snydbb— Wife  of  Brother  Frank  Snyder.  Division  118,  Streator.  111. 
STAUSS-Sister  of  Sister  I.  N.  Miller.  Auxiliary  17.  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 
Stout— Brother  E.  J.  Stout.  Division  44.  Denver.  Colp. 
STOUGH-Sister  of  Brother  E.  L.  Stough.  Division  103.  Indianapolis.  Ind. 

WiLLiAMS-Father  of  Brother  J.  J.  Williams.  Division  45.  Oneonta.  N.  Y. 
WoODCOCK-Brother  C.  P.  Woodcock.  Division  330.  Emporia.  Kans. 
Wobden— Son  of  Brother  E.  J.  Worden.  Division  216.  Ottumwa.  Iowa. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■  c 
■c 


eu 

mm 
mm 
mm 
ma 
mm 
mo 
ma 
ma 
mm 
mm 
am 
oa 
aa 
□  a 

■a 
■a 

■  a 

■  a 
me 

■  a 

■  a 
■■ 
ma 
ma 
ma 


m  JANNEY=?= 


mm 


mm 
am 

na 


wtVta  tto  4at«ti  yutl  •*  t*«  Jiaa»r  »i*i;b:  C«M«r.  a. 

55!  ".7—..  -4         3  am      «kid  •■o.»a  b.  -g 

!■  moJEk^i  t%%m\imm\mmt.  °g 

9 


■AIIFACTUflfi 
QB.Y  IT 


*    n  ft  ^ 


TK  litMWAY  &  TIILEY  MIPMY, 

WTtMIG,  PI. 


■  D 

■nai 


IIHUI 


■miiiiiiiBniiBaaiiiBPniion3aaDr<t:!iDBlDDBni 
»5SaSn55SSSS"'anEB«a«^ 


1000011 

1 100000 


aa 
ma 

aa 
aa 


DO 

am 
am 
oa 
on 
oa 
aa 
oa 
aa 
na 
■a 
ua 

5S 

oa 


♦ 
♦ 

1 

! 

♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

t 


Coupler.. 


ftAKUFACTUli*  «PLT  «t 


ciimqo  mnt 

IttUIAMLIS 


Tor 

freliM 
PMitnger 
...  Engine 


«■  i(kaM  P1«ot  *— >—          -..]--■.■:  c     -  v   t . . 


44444444+444+ 


Challenge 

!  Comparisons. 


4 : 


+ 


B  ■ '  men 

•in  iiri  k  rit 

IILap.i    l!  1  »  1  . 

i  a\liQW  * 

la  uckak|i,  aad  d«ll? «r  iht  ■!■■>•  •• 

T  ■  u  r  a  ■>  u  aa  1 1  r  m  o  (  r  a  a.*  m       .      Tau  B|a 

HI  wltbUBM 
•  »  l»  Be>t«a>. 

Wt  •,w»ti  ktr\>  Ptso'f  Car*  for  C«»« 


n?commenJ»d  It  to  or 


M 

Box  43,  AacvfcU, 

NiVa  Cnr*  fur 
imusrhter  of  aa  «« 


+ 


4 

4. 


♦ 

4* 

4 

4 

4- 

4 

4 

4 


r  SONS  PIANO  CO., 

Ill  •'.-<:■::.     a>    «  Bu«l 

ja^pa^HNHt^tunfay^ii 


•>  1*1  1*0, 

•«!»»»« 


sot 


ibt  bwt  riui <5t  f»r  * 


ADBLIBET  C.  rAM«IOtV, 

Conway,  Mick,,  Sept.  17,  J 


PUBLISHED  BY  THE 

rder  of  Railway  Conductors 

CEDAR  RAPIDS.lOWftw 


WESTINGHOUSE 


The  Westinghouse  Air  Brake  Co.f 

PITTSBURGH.  PA. 

BA2 


Digitized  by 


"It  was  some  time  away  back  in  the 
70*s  that  Ted  was  brought  to  us  one  night 
during  a  severe  snow,  storm.  No,  we're 
not  his  parents,  but  we  love  him  just  as 
dearly  and  we  are  willing  that  be  should 
bear  our  name.  You  know  him  as  Ted 
Mansard,  but  that's  not  his  name.  Sit 
down  and  I  will  spin  the  yarn  for  you." 

At  Tom  Mansard's  invitation  we  seated 
ourselves  near  a  red-hot  stove  in  the  sta- 
tion at  Bayard,  a  little  town  on  the  G.  R. 
&  D.  We  had  been  delayed  and  just 
missed  the  train  that  was  to  have  borne 
us  to  our  destination  and  later  learned 
that  our  next  train  was  not  due  for  nearly 
five  hours.  It  had  been  a  beastly  day, 
having  started  to  snow  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  as  the  hours  came  and  went  the 
storm  increased  until  everything  was 
covered,  and  to  such  a  depth  that  trains 
were  moved  with  the  utmost  difficulty. 
Under  conditions  like  these  you  can 
readily  imagine  how  acceptable  any  sug- 
gestion that  would  have  a  tendency  to 
pass  the  hours  away. 

"So  you  are  an  old  conductor?  Well, 
I'm  glad  to  have  you  here  for  company, 
although  I  must  say  I  can't  give  you  very 
comfortable  quarters.  Oh,  yes;  I  was 
telling  you  about  Ted.  Of  course  you 
read  about  his  plucky  act  here  in  this 
very  office  last  winter?" 

We  nodded  an  affirmative  nod  and  said; 

"Yes;  and  as  the  papers  stated  that 
you  were  his  father  I  thought  we  could 
get  an  interesting  account  of  it  from  you, 
or  perhaps  Ted  himself." 


"Not  from  that  boy,  you  couldn't.  Why, 
he's  as  modest  about  it  as  a  schoolgirl, 
and  actually  hates  to  refer  to  it.  He  is 
working  at  BD  now— that's  Boyd— nights. 
Ah,  that's  Ted  now,  asking  for  weather," 
said  Tom,  as  he  opened  the  key  and 
transmitted  the  usual  symbol.  Then 
settling  back  in  his  chair  he  began : 

"I  was  trick  dispatcher  at  Brady  during 
the  winter  of  '79  and  had  just  married. 
It  was  just  such  a  night  as  this  that  num- 
ber 7  pulled  in  and  you  can  get  some  idea 
of  the  looks  of  that  train  when  I  say  to 
you  that  all  that  we  could  see  of  the  en- 
gine was  her  stack.  The  passengers, 
that  is  the  ladies,  had  to  be  carried  from 
the  station,  so  deep  was  the  snow.  When 
all  had  left  the  train,  for  you  see  seven 
did  not  run  west  of  Brady  then,  one  of 
the  inspectors  who  tends  to  sweeping  out 
the  coaches  and  blowing  out  the  lights, 
called  out  that  somebody  had  forgotten 
their  baby.  We  thought  he  was  joking 
until  the  wail  of  an  infant  fell  upon  our 
ears  and  then  we  began  to  look  for  the 
mother  who  had  been  so  absent-minded 
as  to  forget  her  child.  It  proved  that  no 
one  who  had  alighted  from  the  train  had 
any  claim  upon  the  baby.  Several  had 
seen  it  lying  upon  the  cushion  both 
awake  and  asleep  at  intervals,  but  no  one 
remembered  having  seen  its  mother. 
Even  Billy  Gray,  the  conductor,  could 
not  remember  how  it  came  to  be  there. 
Well,  for  several  days  the  company  tried 
every  means  in  their  power  to  trace  the 
young  deadhead,  but  to  no  purpose.  Dur- 
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ing  this  time  my  wife  and  I  decided  to 
keep  the  youngster  until  someone  claimed 
him.  Well,  as  such  things  sometimes  go, 
nobody  ever  came  to  claim  him  and  he 
grew  up  with  us.  One  night,  ten  years 
ago,  I  made  a  lap  order  for  two  trains 
during  a  rush  of  business  and  at  a  time 
I  was  completely  worn  out  after  having 
worked  Ed  Price's  trick  in  addition  to 
my  own.  I  had  to  go,  but  the  old  man 
let  me  down  easy  and  I  was  given  the 
night  office  at  this  place,  which  I  have 
held  ever  since.  It  was  here  that  I 
brought  my  family  and  sent  Ted  to 
school.  It  was  here  that  Ted  picked  up 
telegraphy,  although  I  have  always  kicked 
against  his  learning  it  with  a  view  to 
making  it  a  profession  or  business.  He 
spent  many  hours  in  the  office  with  me 
and  took  a  keen  delight  in  copying  not 
only  train  orders  as  he  heard  them  sent, 
but  I  taught  him  the  abbreviated  code, 
too,  and  his  skill  in  taking  hot  stuff 
from  the  thro'  wires  began  to  make 
me  envy  him  in  a  very  short  space  of 
time.  Wife  and  I  had  never  enjoyed  but 
few  vacations,  from  the  fact  that  when 
we  wanted  to  go  any  place  the  old  man 
was  always  short  of  extra  men,  but  now 
that  Ted  had  proved  himself  so  capable 
we  determined  to  go  some  place  and 
leave  him  in  charge  of  the  office.  It  was 
on  our  first  trip  that  the  occurrence  of 
which  you  read  happened. 

"We  left  home  expecting  to  be  back  the 
same  night,  but  something  turned  up  to 
detain  us  and  we  did  not  care  to  drive 
after  night,  so  we  felt  perfectly  at  ease, 
so  far  as  Ted  was  concerned,  and  never 
knew  what  had  happened  until  our  re- 
turn. As  the  papers  stated,  we  some- 
times received  valuable  shipments  by  ex- 
press from  the  Valley  &  Mineral  road, 
which  go  forward  on  our  Number  8.  We 
cannot  tell  when  these  shipments  are 
coming,  nor  what  their  value  will  be, 
until  dumped  on  our  hands.  We  often 
spoke  of  the  ease  that  robbers  might 
secure  these  packages,  but  the  open  way 
in  which  they  were  handled  seemingly 
threw  off  all  suspicion  as  to  their  value, 
at  least  that  was  our  way  of  looking  at 
the  matter.  The  night  Ted  went  to  work 
the  day  agent  and  operator  told  Ted  that 
there  were  express  packages  in  the  safe 
to  the  value  of  eight  thousand  dollars, 


which  were  to  go  on  Number  8,  as  usual. 
These  were  locked  in  an  old-fashioned 
safe,  whose  combination  consisted  of  an 
old-fashioned  brass  key  about  eight 
inches  in  length  and  of  a  weight  some- 
thing like  a  pound.  Ted  merely  checked 
the  number  of  envelopes  m  with  the  bill 
and  signed  the  receipt,  then  turned  his 
attention  to  other  duties.  He  says  that 
he  grew  drowsy  after  awhile,  and  feeling 
that  he  could  trust  himself  to  awake  at 
the  sound  of  his  call,  he  dropped  off  to 
sleep.  He  dreamed  that  he  was  awakened 
by  a  masked  man  who  demanded  the  key 
of  the  safe  at  the  point  of  the  revolver, 
and  having  got  it,  opened  the  door  and 
secured  the  $8,000  and  backed  out  of  the 
door  while  Ted  lay  helpless  to  move  or 
speak.  The  dream  was  so  realistic  that 
when  he  awoke  he  went  trembling  to  the 
safe,  where  he  found  his  treasure  intact. 
But  here  comes  the  ingenious  part  of  his 
action. 

He  argued  with  himself,  'what  would 
hinder  men  from  carrying  out  every  de- 
tail seen  in  my  dream?  I'll  just  play 
safe,  anyhow,'  he  said.  Accordingly  he 
made  up  several  dummy  packages  and 
placed  them  in  the  safe,  then  concealed 
the  others  in  a  simple  hiding  place  quite 
accessible  when  Number  8  should  arrive. 
He  returned  to  the  instrument  once  more 
to  listen  to  a  report  of  that  train  from  a 
station  further  up  the  road,  when  a  sound 
of  a  footstep  fell  upon  his  ear,  and  turn- 
ing, he  saw  two  men  with  masks  cover- 
ing their  faces,  holding  cocked  revolvers 
uncomfortably  close  to  his  head. 

"Young  man,  if  you  want  to  live,  hand 
over  the  key  to  that  safe,"  one  said. 

Well,  Ted  knew  in  an  instant  they 
had  not  seen  the  transfer  he  had  made 
and  felt  a  relief  that  is  pretty  hard  to 
describe.  He  told  them  that  he  wanted 
to  live,  but  he  didn't  want  to  give  up  the 
key  of  the  safe.  A  little  more  persuasion 
in  the  shape  of  a  shot  which  tore  through 
the  lobe  of  his  left  ear  and  Ted  said  'you 
will  find  the  key  back  of  the  box  in  the 
shelf  before  you.'  Whether  he  misunder- 
stood the  instruction  or  not  no  one 
knows,  but  he  rammed  his  hand  into  a 
box  containing  Bismark  brown.  The  next 
minute  he  discovered  his  error  and  se- 
cured the  key,  which  he  inserted  in  the 
lock  and  threw  the  door  open." 
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"There  ought  to  be  eight  packages- 
eight  thousand,"  said  the  fellow  who  was 
guarding  Ted,  in  a  hoarse  voice,  which 
was  assumed  to  protect  his  identity. 

"Eight  here  all  right;  now  let's  get  out 
of  here." 

Then  turning  to  Ted  he  said : 


probably  be  back  after  they  found  the 
clever  trick  that  had  been  played  on 
them,  and  asked  for  instructions.  A.  B. 
W.  was  in  the  office  himself,  and  here's 
the  message  he  sent. 

Mansard  here  opened  a  drawer  and  took 
therefrom  a  package  of  old  papers  which 


"I'm  sorry,  my  boy,  that  we  hurt  you; 
you  hadn't  ought  to  strain  on  trifles  when 
men  who  mean  business  calls  for  busi- 
ness.  Good  night." 

They  had  scarcely  got  outside  the  door 
when  Ted  opened  his  key  and  reported 
the  robbery  to  headquarters,  saying  that 
as  Number  8  was  not  due  they  would 


he  assured  me  were  relics  of  his  by-gone 
days  as  dispatcher,  and  among  which 
were  some,  he  assured  me,  that  would 
make  many  an  interesting  narrative.  At 
last  picking  out  a  well-creased  paper  he 
read: 

"Mansard,  opr.  BD.  BY  8-9. 

Pat  oat  red  signal  and  hold  all  east- 
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bounds.  Light  engine  with  officers  will 
leave  at  once  and  will  ran  as  far  as  east 
switch  at  Bayard,  where  officers  will 
alight  and  proceed  to  your  assistance. 
A.  B.  W." 

It  was  a  precaution,  Ted  said  after- 
ward, that  he  never  thought  would  be 
put  to  test.  Then,  as  he  leaned  back  in 
his  chair,  he  heard  Brady  tell  Smyrnia 
east  of  him  that  special,  engine  12  had 
had  left  and  asked  if  his  signal  was  out. 
Smyrnia  answered  yes,  and  Ted  fell  to 
meditating  why  Smyrnia  also  had  re- 
ceived a  block  order  when  he  had  his 
signal  out.  Then  came  the  o.  s.  from 
Nathan,  seven  miles  out: 

440.  s.  Spl.  engine  12,  passed  9:08." 

"That's  eight  miles  in  eight  minutes  ;  I 
guess  they're  coming  some,"  Ted  said 
as  he  looked  at  the  clock.  "At  that  rate 
they  ought  to  pass  Raymond  at  9:28,  Saylor 
at  9:35  and  be  here  at  9:45,  unless  it  is 
Bassett  who  has  hold  of  the  throttle. 
He's  liable  to  drop  in  any  minute." 

Ted  had  scarcely  heard  the  o.  s.  at  Ray- 
mond—9:26— and  realized  that  they  had 
covered  twenty-eight  miles  in  twenty-six 
minutes,  when  the  door  of  the  office  was 
burst  open.  He  turned  quickly  and  was 
greeted  with  the  words : 

"Young  feller,  that  bluff  didn't  work. 
Now  you  shell  out  the  eight  packages 
you  got  from  the  Valley  this  morning  or 
we'll  cripple  the  other  ear  for  you.  Get 
a  move  on  you!" 

"Gentlemen,"  said  Ted,  pretending  to 
be  half  scared  to  death,  "don't  shoot 
again.  I'll  do  anything  you  demand.  On 
my  honor  there  were  but  eight  packages 
checked  over  to  me  when  I  came  to  work. 
I  put  them  in  the  safe  myself.  I  know  of 
no  other  money  except  what  the  day 
agent  told  me  they  contained.  If  you 
don't  believe  this  you  will  have  to  shoot 
me." 

This  caused  them  to  modify  their  tone 
a  little.  They  drew  together  a  few  min- 
utes in  whispered  conversation,  then 
turned  and  said: 

"Young  feller,  are  you  the  regular  man 
here  nights?" 

Ted  told  him  he  was  not. 

"Would  you  know  a  genuine  package  if 
you  saw  one?" 

"I  am  not  certain  that  I  would,  that  is 
if-" 


"Do  you  call  this  a  genuine  package?" 
he  said,  producing  one  of  the  dummies 
Ted  had  fixed  up. 

"If  it  is  not,  it's  a  good  imitation." 

"Young  feller,  you  know  you  are  lying. 
I  have  had  experience  in  the  express 
business  and  you  know  mighty  well  that 
no  messenger  would  accept  this  package 
from  you  as  coming  from  the  Valley. 
We're  going  to  search  this  office  and  if 
we  fail  to  find  the  packages  that  came 
over  here  from  the  Valley  tonight  we'll 
apply  a  few  matches  to  the  soles  of  your 
feet  to  brighten  your  recollection  of  what 
was  done  with  the  money." 

Ted  realized  that  a  struggle  to  keep 
them  from  binding  him  would  only  make 
matters  worse,  so  he  submitted  to  the 
operation,  and  when  done  was  thrown  in 
a  corner  beneath  the  table.  Then  they 
began  to  ransack  every  nook  and  corner, 
casting  the  contents  of  boxes  and 
drawers  here  and  there  upon  the  floor 
until  the  place  presented  an  appearance 
of  the  utmost  disorder. 

Ted  in  the  meanwhile  had  been  tugging 
at  and  twisting  his  hands  to  free  them 
from  the  thongs  that  were  cutting  his 
wrists  in  a  cruel  manner,  but  the  knots 
were  well  secured  and  his  efforts  only 
served  to  tighten  them.  He  was  earnest- 
ly wishing  for  the  arrival  of  the  special 
when  he  heard  the  report  from  Saylor, 
saying: 

"Engine  12  broke  main  rod  one  mile 
west  of  Saylor  stripping  left  side  and 
killing  fireman  and  one  officer.  Engineer 
Bassett  hurt  and  cannot  proceed.  En- 
gine clear  of  main  line.  Track  o.  k.  Will 
proceed  to  Bayard  by  other  conveyance 
immediately.   Sig.  Sherlock." 

When  Ted  heard  this  report  his  heart 
sank.  One  glimmer  of  hope  remained. 
They  had  come  so  near  several  times  to 
the  old  pair  of  rubber  boots  containing 
the  packages  that  Ted  groaned. 

•What's  the  matter,  young  feller? 
Strings  hurt  you?  Better  open  your 
mouth  and  tell  where  the  stuff  is." 

Ted  did  not  answer,  but  turned  his 
position  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  him 
further  beneath  this  table,  where  you  see 
that  small  battery  jar.  Well,  that  jar 
runs  a  short  line  between  Millie's  home 
and  the  office,  you  see.  Ted  used  to  say 
sweet  things  to  Millie  over  that  line,  and 
it  was  now  that  he  was  trying  to  get  over 
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to  it  to  say  something  else.  They  were 
already  talking  of  applying  the  torture 
when  Ted  got  his  hands  in  such  a  shape 
that  he  loosened  the  screw  that  connected 
the  zinc  with  the  wire.  'Now  could  he 
raise  Millie,'  he  thought.  As  he  pulled  the 
wire  out  he  heard  the  sounder  over  his 
head  tick  and  knew  he  had  broken  the 
circuit.  .  Then  he  began  calling  Mi.  Mi, 
Mi,  slowly  at  first,  then  increasing  until 
in  his  anxiousness  it  seemed  he  would 
never  get  a  response. 

A  strange  coincidence  might  here  be 
mentioned  that  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  for  it  affected  the  outcome 
of  the  whole  matter.  After  the  affair  was 
all  over  Millie  tells  how  she  saw  Ted  be- 
ing tortured  by  demons  who  were  goug- 


often  sat  and  talked  with  him  at  the  of- 
fice. 

When  Ted  had  about  despaired  of  get- 
ting an  answer  he  felt  the  circuit  break 
and  then  listening  while  he  pressed  the 
wire  at  his  end  against  the  post  of  the 
battery  with  trembling  hands,  there  came 
the  answer: 

"I,  I;  Mi." 

"Robbers  here  going  to  rob  express 
matter.  I'm  tied  under  table.  They  are 
going  to  torture  me  to  tell  where  money 
is.  Bring  your  rifle  and  call  " 

"At  this  instant  one  of  the  robbers  gave 
Ted  a  jerk  that  brought  him  out  from 
under  the  table  and  into  the  middle  of 
the  office.  Then  he  said: 

"We're  done  fooling  with  you.    We  are 


TRACK  LAYING  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 
(Courtesy  Brother  P.  Chiles.) 


ing  his  eyes  out  with  hot  irons.  She 
struggled  in  her  dream  to  prevent  them 
from  killing  him,  and  as  a  final  effort  she 
siezed  a  rifle  that  Ted  bad  given  her  and 
fired.  She  does  not  know  what  awakened 
her,  but  she  lay  trembling  from  the  ex- 
perience of  her  dream  listening  to  an 
almost  awful  stillness.  Then  from  the 
room  beneath  she  beard  the  faintest  click 
of  the  sounder,  saying,  "Mi,  Mi,  Mi." 
She  pinched  herself  to  be  sure  she  was 
not  dreaming.  She  could  not  believe  that 
Ted  would  call  her  at  this  time  of  night 
unless  something  serious  had  occurred. 
She  bounded  out  of  bed  and  hurried  down 
stairs  to  the  little  sitting  room  where  she 


going  to  make  you  talk.  Take  off  his 
shoes!" 

"It  was  plain  to  Ted's  mind  now  that 
they  were  going  to  put  into  execution 
their  threat.  As  Ted  was  wondering  how 
much  of  this  kind  of  punishment  he  could 
stand  he  heard  his  call  repeated  a  num- 
ber of  times. 

"I  suppose  you  wonld  like  to  answer 
that  call?"  said  the  man  of  the  gruff 
voice. 

"Oh,  you  are  an  operator  then,  as  well 
as  an  express  messenger,"  Ted  said. 

"No:  I  saw  you  looking  at  the  table 
when  the  machine  began  to  say: 

'  Why  don't  you   tell  you're  dam- 
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fool.    Why  don't  yon  tell  you're  damn 

fool.' 

Ted  studied  to  see  the  connection  be- 
tween his  call  and  the  words  used  by  the 
gruff  robber  when  the  call  was  repeated. 
Then  he  saw  a  glimmer  of  light  by  which 
the  robber  had  been  led  to  associate  the 
words  to  the  letters  BD,  his  call.  He  had 
not  time  for  further  reflection  be- 
fore he  noted  the  devilish  leer  upon  the 
face  of  one  of  the  men  who  had  prepared 
a  gag  and  was  getting  ready  to  force  it 
into  his  mouthy 

"Where  are  them  packages,  young  fel- 
ler?" 

Ted  merely  shook  his  head. 

The  next  minute  they  had  forced  a  gag 
between  his  teeth,  making  outcry  impos- 
sible. 

"Now  touch  him  up,"  said  one. 

As  the  flame  came  into  contact  with  the 
flesh  of  the  tender  soles  Ted  writhed  with 
pain. 

"Ain't  that  fine?    Now  will  you  talk?" 

Still  Ted  shook  his  head. 

"Set  his  sock  on  fire  and  let  her  burn," 
came  the  order  from  the  burly  brute  that 
had  acted  as  the  principal  spokesman. 

Just  as  the  flame  was  rising  and  en« 
veloping  the  foot  there  came  a  sharp 
crack  commingled  with  falling  glass,  and 
the  big  brute  arose  to  his  feet  and  fell  full 
length  across  Ted's  body.  A  tiny  hole  in 
his  forehead  told  the  tale.  Without  wait- 
ing to  investigate  the  source  of  the  fatal 
messenger  the  robber  of  the  gruff  voice 
flew  out  of  the  door  and  mounted  one  of 
the  horses  standing  a  short  way  from  the 
glare  of  light  of  the  office  window. 

As  you  may  have  guessed,  it  was  Millie 
who  fired  the  shot,  and  it  was  she  who 
fired  the  parting  shot  at  the  fleeing  man, 
whose  aim  was  not  so  bad  for  a  wing  shot 
after  night,  as  you  will  learn. 

When  she  saw  the  field  clear  she  hast- 
ened into  the  office,  and  with  rifle  ready 
for  any  emergency.  There  a  sight  met 
her  gaze  that  was  enough  to  overcome 
any  girl.  As  she  dragged  the  ruffian's 
body  off  from  that  of  Ted  she  shuddered 
as  she  saw  the  crimson  streak  slowly 
making  its  way  across  the  forehead  of 
the  man  whose  mask  had  now  fallen  off. 
She  noted,  too,  the  slowly  consuming 
sock  and  the  motionless  form  of  Ted. 
She  smothered  the  burning  embers  in  her 


fingers,  and  as  she  saw  the  great  white 
blisters  she  broke  down  in  tears.  Jerk- 
ing the  gag  from  his  teeth  she  rubbed  his 
pale  face  with  her  hands  and  tried  to 
raise  him  up.  Then  she  noticed  for  the 
first  time  that  his  hands  were  bound. 
She  had  just  succeeded  in  freeing  them 
when  Ted  began  to  recover  conscious- 
ness. She  was  chafing  his  swollen  wrists 
when  a  step  sounded  in  the  doorway. 
Forgetting  all  else  but  Ted's  safety  she 
grasped  her  rifle  and  brought  it  to  her 
shoulder,  and  was  about  to  send  another 
soul  into  eternity  when  a  musical  voice 
said: 

"Don't  shoot  little  girl;  I'll  surrender." 
"Who  are  you?" 
"My  name  is  Sherlock." 
"He's  an  officer,  Millie;  put  the  gun 
down." 

It  was  Ted  who  spoke  now,  and  as  the 
officer  approached,  he  said: 

"Never  in  my  life  have  I  seen  such 
determination  in  the  eyes  of  any  person 
as  I  see  in  yours,  my  little  lady.  I  wouldn't 
have  given  a  sixpence  for  my  life  had  that 
young  man  not  spoken  for  me." 

"They've  tried  to  kill  Ted,  sir,  but  they 
will  not  do  it  if  I  can  keep  them  from  do- 
ing so.  O,  sir,  please  see  if  this  man  is 
much  hurt;  I  fear  I  have  killed  him;  he 
lies  so  quiet.  It  would  be  awful  if  I 
knew  I  had  taken  a  human  life.  But  I 
did  it  in  Ted's  defense— you  know  I  did, 
don't  you?"  she  pleaded. 

It  was  easy  to  see  that  she  was  fast 
giving  way  to  collapse  and  the  officer  saw 
that  she  must  not  be  further  excited. 
Stooping  down  he  pretended  to  examine 
the  wound  while  feeling  for  life.  The 
heart  had  stopped  beating;  the  rob- 
ber was  dead.  Then  rising,  he  looked  in 
her  face  in  which  a  painful  expectation 
was  written,  and  said: 

"I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  when  he 
comes  to  life  there  will  be  a  rough  time 
in  handling  him.  I  will  just  slip  these 
ornaments  upon  his  wrists  to  be  sure  of 
him,"  said  Sherlock. 

His  tone  and  actions  were  so  well  as- 
sumed that  Millie  felt  a  great  relief, 
saying: 

"Oh,  sir,  you  do  not  know  how  glad  I 
am  that  I  am  not  a  murderess.  What  can 
I  do  for  you,  Ted?  I  know  you  are  suffer- 
ing terribly  from  those  horrid  burns." 
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A  signal  passed  between  Sherlock  and 
Ted,  then  Sherlock  said: 

"I  believe  you  have  done  all  you  can 
for  Ted  tonight,  unless  you  would  like  to 
go  for  a  doctor.  When  you  have  done 
that  I  will  thank  you  to  go  home  and  go 
to  bed,  for  I  shall  want  to  talk  privately 
with  Ted  about  this  attempted  robbery. 
You  might  take  your  battery  along,"  he 
said  laughing,  "for  I'm  armed  myself 
and  do  not  expect  any  more  trouble  to- 
night," handing  her  rifle  to  her. 


"Now,"  said  Sherlock,  "tell  me  every 
detail  of  this  affair  and  how  the  girl  came 
to  be  here.  I  was  in  a  wreck  and  would 
havs  gotten  here  but  for  that  in  time  to 
help  you.  Do  you  feel  like  talking  in 
your  pain?" 

"It  may  interfere  with  my  walking,  but 
I  can  work  my  jaws  all  right,"  said  Ted, 
grimly. 

Then  followed  a  recital  of  every  act 
that  took  place  from  the  awakening  after 
his  dream  to  the  moment  when  he  had 


THE  GOLDEN  GATE 
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With  a  lingering  look  at  the  pain  drawn 
features  of  Ted,  Millie  hurried  away. 
When  she  had  gone,  Ted  said: 

"Is  he  dead?" 

"Yes;  shot  in  the  centre  of  the  fore- 
head. Never  knew  what  hurt  him,  but, 
my  boy,  this  must  be  your  secret  and 
mine.  She  must  never  know  she  killed 
him.  His  body  must  be  put  on  No.  8  to- 
night." 

"She  shall  never  know.  God  bless  her; 
she  is  a  brave  girl." 


commanded  Millie  to  put  the  gun  down. 

"You  say  one  of  the  men  ran  his  hand 
into  this  box  containing  Bismark  brown. 
Which  one  was  it?"  he  said  stepping  for- 
ward to  examine  the  hand  of  the  dead 
robber. 

"It  was  the  other  one,  I  believe." 

"It  must  have  been,"  he  said  removing 
the  handcuffs  now,  for  this  one  has  none 
on  his  hands. 

At  this  moment  Ted  heard  his  office 
call  and  asked  Sherlock  to  move  him  to 
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the  table.  It  was  BY.  Mr.  Worcester, 
whom  we  always  designate  as  A.  B.  W. 
when  speaking  of  him,  was  still  there  to 
learn  what  had  come  out  of  the  attempted 
robbery.  Then  followed  Ted's  brief  de- 
scription of  the  events  that  had  trans- 
pired. While  still  engaged,  hurried  foot- 
steps were  heard  and  the  next  moment 
the  doctor  and  Mr.  Ellis,  the  day  agent, 
arrived. 

"Why,  Ted,  my  boy,  what's  up?  Millie 
came  over  and  said  you  were  hurt  and  I 
have  hustled  over  to  relieve  you.  The 
packages,  Ted— are  they  safe?  Here  is 
Doctor  Feeves;  where  are  you  hurt?" 

When  Ellis  looked'  at  the  great  white 
blisters  he  grew  sick  and  hurried  out  into 
the  fresh  air  until  the  doctor  had  dressed 
them. 

"Poor  old  boy,  we  will  carry  you  over 
to  my  home  and  Mrs.  Ellis  will  nurse 
you,"  he  said,  tenderly. 

"Mr.  Ellis,  I  thank  you  for  I  know  she 
will  care  for  me  tenderly.  But,  Number 
8  is  soon  due.  The  express  packages  are 
in  the  pair  of  old  rubber  boots  under  the 
table.  They  came  awfully  near  finding 
them  several  times.  And  say,  Mr.  Ellis, 
you  will  not  mention  the  fact  that  this 
man  is  dead— to  Millie,  will  you?  Promise 
me." 

"I  will  promise  you  to  never  tell  any 
person  whatever— I  understand  why  you 
ask  it.  You  are  a  noble  fellow,  Ted,  and 
a  hero." 

When  No.  8  left  Bayard  it  took  with  it 
two  consignments,  one  the  ghastly  re- 
mains of  the  burly  robber  and  the  eight 
packages  which  were  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  his  death.  Ted  had  been 
carried  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Ellis  and  was 
attended  by  Sherlock,  who  insisted  upon 
watching  with  (he  boy  until  daybreak. 

The  following  morning  as  he  was  about 
to  depart,  Millie  came  swinging  up  the 
path  to  the  home  of  the  Ellis'  where  she 
learned  Ted  was  confined. 

"How  is  he,  Mr.  Sherlock,"  she  said 
breathlessly. 

"Oh,  we  got  him  quieted  down  by  the 
lime  No.  8  came  and  he  found  it  was  use- 
less to  resist  any  further.  He  was  a  bad 
case." 

"Oh,  pshaw!  I  don't  mean  the  robber, 
I  mean  Ted,"  she  said  half  pettishly  for 
thus  being  misunderstood. 


"Oh,  Ted!  Well,  I  believe  that  there 
are  two  bright  eyes  that  I  have  seen  look- 
ing over  a  gun  barrel  that  would  do  him 
more  good  than  any  doctor  this  morning." 

Millie  blushed  as  she  said:  "I'm  so 
glad!" 

"I  was  just  on  my  way  to  see  you, 
Millie.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  the  story 
about  your  connection  with  this  case. 
Give  ine  every  detail  and  be  as  minute 
about  your  description  as  you  can." 

When  Millie  had  finished,  he  asked: 

"Have  you  any  idea  what  direction  the 
man  took  at  whom  you  fired  the  parting 
salute?" 

"He  rode  toward  Saylor." 

"Did  he  take  both  horses?" 

"No,  indeed!  He.  seemed  perfectly  satis- 
fied to  get  away  with  one.  I  heard  him 
cry  out,  as  I  shot;  I  may  have  struck  him, 
too." 

"Well,  there  was  no  horse  where  you 
saw  two  after  we  took  Ted  to  Mr.  Ellis' 
home." 

"Then  he  came  back?" 

"Yes,  and  beat  us  out  of  the  little  clue 
that  the  remaining  horse  would  have  af- 
forded." 

"If  that  is  all,  you  will  excuse  me,  I-  I." 

"Yes,  I  understand.  Hurry  along,  he'll 
be  waiting  for  you." 

Sherlock  turned  upon  his  heel  and  hur- 
ried to  the  station  where  he  made  meas- 
urements of  the  footprints  in  the  earth 
and  of  the  shoe  marks  of  the  horses.  He 
seemed  to  have  arrived  at  a  conclusion, 
for  he  immediately  set  out  on  foot  for 
some  point  in  the  direction  of  Saylor.  At 
every  point  along  the  road  where  a  farm 
house  was  located,  he  looked  closely  for 
footprints  of  animals.  It  was  well  along 
in  the  afternoon  when  he  arrived  at  a 
house  situated  quite  a  distance  back  from 
the  road.  The  gate  leading  to  the  lane 
was  open  and  the  ground  bore  the  im- 
press of  carriage  wheels  and  horses  hoofs 
which  showed  that  a  vehicle  had  entered 
from  the  direction  of  Saylor  and  had  de- 
parted in  the  same  direction. 

"I  will  investigate  who  those  visitors 
were  and  who  lives  at  this  place,"  he  said 
half  audibly. 

As  he  approached  the  house  a  tear- 
stained  woman  met  him  at  the  door  and 
barred  his  entrance. 

"I  would  like  to  see  the  man  of  the 
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bouse,"  he  said.  I  am  looking  for  a 
piece  of  land  and  this  place  suits  me 
pretty  well." 

"It  will  do  no  good  to  see  him,  sir,  at 
least  not  today.  He  has  had  an  accident 
and  the  doctor,  who  has  gone  but  a  little 
while,  says  he  most  not  talk  to  anyone." 

"Oh,  that  was  very  unfortunate.  What 
was  the  cause,  may  I  ask?" 

"He  was  hunting  and  in  climbing  over 
a  fence  he  set  his  gun  down,  so  he  says, 
in  such  a  way  as  to  hit  the  hammer  and 
explode  the  cartridge.  The  ball  entered 
his  right  lung,  the  doctor  says,  and  may 
be  very  serious." 

"Was  it  a  very  large  bullet?" 

"Well,  I  don't  know;  he  has  not  come 
out  from  under  the  influence  of  the  anes- 
thetic yet.  But  you  might  see  him  if  you 
wish." 

"Thank  you;  I  have  some|knowledge  of 
surgery  and  I  will  take  a  look  at  him." 

Sherlock  entered~and,  as  the  wife  bared 
his  bosom,  he  noted  a  tiny  wound, 
such  as  would  be  made  by  a  22  calibre, 
and  incidentally  such  a  hole  as  was  made 
in  the  forehead  of  the  dead  robber. 

"I  will  measure  his  pulse,"  said  Sher- 
lock, taking  hold  of  the  hand.  As  he 
raised  the  hand  in  his  own  he  noted  that 
it  bore  the  tell-tale  stains  of  Bismark 
brown. 

"What  do  you  think  of  his  condition?" 

"How  long  since  this  accident  oc- 
curred?" he  said  gravely,  leading  the 
way  into  an  adjoining  room. 

"I  do  not  know  the  exact  hour,"  she 
said,  evasively.  He  came  home  about 
daybreak." 

Sherlock  made  no  comment  upon  the 
hour  of  the  accident,  but  noted  that  the 
answer  had  been  made  in  all  sincerity 
and  without  thinking  how  it  connected 
with  the  hunting  story  she  had  told  him. 

"I  will  say  to  you  frankly,  Mrs.  ." 

"Jackson,"  she  answered. 

"I  entertain  very  grave  fears  for  his 
recovery." 

Here  she  broke  down  weeping. 

"Oh,  I  begged  him  not  to  go.  We  were 
living  so  happily  before  that  man  came 
who  urged  him  to  take  this  trip." 

"Who  was  his  companion,  Mrs.  Jack- 
son?" 

"Please  do  not  ask  me." 


VERNAL  FALLS.  YOSEMITE. 
(Courtesy  Santa  Fe.)  — rrf 


"You  need  not  hesitate  to  answer;  he 
is  dead." 

"Then  you  must  know  all.  Who  are 
you,  sir?  Was  it  you  who  shot  him?"  she 
said  almost  frenzied. 

"It  was  not.  Calm  yourself,  my  dear 
woman,  I  see  you  love  him.  Youjhave 
more  grief  than  you  can  bear  now  (and 
the  details  will  only  grieve  you  more. 
You  have  not  always  lived  thus;3your 
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language  tells  me  you  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  people  of  refinement  and  have 
not  always  been  accustomed  to  the  hard 
labor  incident  to  a  farmer's  life." 

"You  are  right,  sir;  may  I  ask  your 
name?" 
"John  Sherlock." 

She  would  have  fallen  had  he  not  ex- 
tended his  strong  arm  to  prevent  it. 

"I  know  you  now— by  reputation.  You 
are  a  detective.  Are  you  come  to  drag 
that  poor  man  to  prison?" 

"I  do  not  anticipate  that  I  will  ever 
have  that  chance.  I  am  very  sorry  for 
you  and 'if  I  am  determined  in  my  duty  as 
an  officer,  I  am  equally  anxious  to  be  of 
service  to  you  in  this  your  hour  of  trouble. 
You  have  but  to  command  me  and  I  will 
render  you  any  assistance  in  my  power." 

"I  have  a  dear  old  father  in  Phila- 
delphia; he  would  grieve  to  see  me  thus; 
still  something  tells  me  I  shall  soon  be 
alone  in  the  world  and  I  must  look  to 
him  for  aid.  I  wish  he  could  be  notified; 
and  if  you  will  be  so  kind,  direct  him  to 
our  humble  home  here  where  we  sought 
happiness  in  our  seclusion  from  the 
world.  Herbert  was  always  kind  to  me. 
Once  he  was  honored  among  men  and 
held  a  high  position  with  the  express 
company.  He  was  tempted,  and— fell. 
We  came  here  and  assumed  the  name  of 
Jackson  and  lived  happily  until  we  were 
discovered  by  a  former  associate  in  crime 
who  led  my  husband  by  taunts  and 
threats  to  enter  the  robbery  scheme  of 
last  night.  We  could  have  always  been 
content  here,  for  our  greatest  happiness 
existed  in  our  love  for  each  other.  God 
willed  otherwise;  His  will  be  done,"  she 
said,  bowing  head  upon  her  toil  stained 
hands  that  had  evidently  never  known 
any  hardships  until  she  took  upon  herself 
the  life  of  a  recluse  from  society. 

At  that  moment  a  rattling  cough  sound- 
ed from  the  room  where  her  husband  lay. 
She  sprang  to  his  side  and  knelt  there 
while  her  hand  brushed  aside  the  matted 
curls. 

"Annie  ?"  he  whispered. 
"Yes,  Herbert,  dear." 
"You'll  forgive  me  all,  won't  you?" 
"You  must  not  talk  now;  the  doctor 
forbids  it.    You  must  get  better,  you 
know." 

"You  do  not  answer  me;  will  you  for- 


give  me,  dearest?  I  know  I  am  going 
soon  and  there  is  no  further  need  for 
doctors." 

"I  have  nothing  to  forgive,  husband. 
Try  to  get  well  for  my  sake  !" 

"Dear  heart,  I  wish  it  were  so  but  even 
now  I  feel  it  coming  on.  My  life  will  go 
out  as  the  beautiful  sun  goes  down;  that 
sun  under  which  I  once  could  walk  as  an 
honorable  citizen  and  as  a  man  deserving 
of  such  a  love  as  yours,  Annie.  I  have 
wrecked  your  life  and  have  dragged  you 
into  this  wilderness.  Forgive  me  this. 
I  have  put  a  stain  upon  a  noble  name  and 
given  you  another  to  hide  my  identity  and 
made  you  share  a  criminal's  bed.  I  have 
been  justly  punished.  Don't  weep  for 
me,  dear  heart.  There  was  little  of  re- 
demption in  me  when  such  a  love  as  yours 
could  not  touch  my  heart  and  win  me 
from  my  evil  associates.  I  shall  soon 
free  you  from  contamination  of  such  a 
wretch  as  I  have  been.  Nay,  do  not  close 
my  lips  to  the  truth.  Let  me  speak  it  be- 
fore the  summons  comes  and  perhaps  the 
Great  Master  above  will  lighten  the  sen- 
tence, knowing  that  I  was  weak  of  charac- 
ter even  in  those  days  when  you  believed 
me  faultless." 

Mrs.  Jackson  was  bravely  enduring  his 
self -accusing  words,  every  one  of  which 
gave  her  a  pang,  when  he  was  seized  with 
a  violent  coughing  fit  which  lasted 
several  minutes.  When  it  had  subsided 
the  shadow  of  death  had  settled  upon  his 
brow  and  he  lapsed  into  insensibility.  Just 
as  the  sun  went  down  his  life  passed  out 
as  he  said  it  would.  While  she  was  alone 
with  her  dead  John  Sherlock  paced  up 
and  down  the  little  chamber  trying  to 
frame  some  word  of  consolation.  His 
eye  fell  upon  a  photograph  on  a  mantel 
shelf  which  he  took  up. 

"I  know  that  face.  Ah,  I  have  it;  Hen- 
ry MacDermott!  and  this  is  the  daughter 
he  so  long  has  hunted  for.  Jackson  is 
Herbert  Wentworth!" 

Sherlock  now  approached  her  and  said: 
"He  has  passed  the  portal,  Mrs.  Went- 
worth; come  away  now  and  let  us  de- 
termine what  should  be  done,"  he  said 
lifting  her  kindly  and  leading  her  into  an 
adjoining  room  where  he  had  prepared  a 
light.  "Have  you  any  near  neighbors 
whom  you  would  like  to  have  me  call 
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while  I  am  gone  to  send  a  message  for 
your  father?" 

"I  have  none;  I  prefer  to  remain  alone 
with  him  until  the  coroner  and  undertaker 
come.  I  have  some  money  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  funeral  and  I  do  not  want 
papa  to  come  until  it  is  all  over.  I  will 
thank  you  if  you  will  tend  to  the  details. 
Forgive  me  if  I  ask  too  much;  I  am  quite 
alone  but  for  you." 

John  Sherlock  had  a  big  heart  and  as  he 
turned  to  depart  he  said: 

"I  have  asked  you  to  command  me.  I 


look  of  pleasure  crossed  his  face  as  he 
read  the  last.  Turning  to  the  operator  he 
asked: 

"At  what  time  would  a  person  leaving 
Philadelphia  last  night  about  nine  o'clock 
arrive  here?  I  usually  carry  a  guide  but 
have  left  it  behind  this  time." 

The  operator  consulted  a  time  table  a 
moment,  then  said: 

"He  could  leave  Philadelphia  at  9:42  p. 
m.  and  arrive  here  at  4:05.  That  is  the 
train  you  hear  whistle  now." 

In  a  few  moments  John  Sherlock  was 


ON  THE  BEACH  AT  CORONADO. 
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meant  what  I  said.  Now  be  brave  until  I 
return." 

The  details  were  properly  attended  to  as 
you  may  imagine  and  on  the  following 
afternoon  a  very  modest  cortege  left  the 
humble  cabin  and  coursed  its  way  to  the 
cemetery  on  the  hill  where  all  that  was 
left  of  Herbert  Wentworth  was  laid  to 
rest.  John  Sherlock  was  attending  Mrs. 
Wentworth  and  as  they  approached  the 
town  of  Saylor,  he  said: 

"I  would  like  to  stop  at  the  station;  I 
expect  important  instructions  by  wire." 

She  merely  nodded  her  assent.  As 
they  drove  up,  John  Sherlock  alighted 
and  passed  within  the  telegraph  office. 
There  were  several  messages  for  him.  A 


mingling  among  the  throng  that  was 
coming  and  going  with  the  train.  At 
last  a  portly  gentleman  alighted  whom 
Sherlock  recognized  as  the  original  of  the 
photograph  he  had  seen  in  the  humble 
home  of  the  Jackson  s.  Anxiety  was  writ- 
ten in  every  line  of  his  face  as  he  looked 
here  and  there  among  the  faces  about 
him.   John  Sherlock  approached. 

"Are  you  looking  for  friends,  sir?"  he 
said. 

"I  am  looking  for  my  da—  for  a  gentle- 
man named  John  Sherlock." 
"I  am  he,  Mr.  MacDermott." 
"Tell  me,  have  you  found  her?" 
"I  have;  accompany  me." 
John  Sherlock  led  him  to  the  carriage. 
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We  will  draw  the  curtain  on  the  touch- 
ing scene  of  the  meeting  between  father 
and  daughter,  and  merely  say  that  on  the 
following  day  there  were  three  passengers 
bound  east  on  Number  6,  whose  hearts 
were  filled  with  varied  emotions— Henry 
MacDermott's  with  joy  in  having  found 
his  daughter;  Anna  Wentworth's  with 
sadness  in  leaving  behind  an  erring  hus- 
band, and  John  Sherlock's  fatally  pierced 
with  one  of  Cupid's  darts."  It  proved 
that  all  became  reconciled  after  awhile, 
except  poor  John,  but  I  see  by  the  papers 
that  an  engagement  is  now  announced 


between  them,  which  proves  that  John 
was  determined  to  land  somebody  in  con- 
nection with  this  notable  affair,  which 
has  always  been  characteristic  of  him  in 
every  case  he  ever  undertook. 

What  became  of  Millie,  you  ask?  Well, 
that  noble  little  heroine  is  my  daughter- 
in-law  now  and  I  doubt  if  Ted  was  much 
prouder  than  I  when  she  presented  ns 
two  little  cherubs  whom  we  have  named 
Annie  and  Sherlock. 

Ah,  there  comes  your  train  now..  Glad 
to  have  met  you.  Stop  over  with  me  when 
you  come  again.  Good-bye. 


PROGRE55IVE  FORA  OP  QUESTIONS 

AND  ANSWER?  ON  THE  AIR  BRAKE. 

EDITED  BY  GEORGE  R.  PARKER. 
Courtesy  F.  M,  Nellis.  Secy.  Air  Brake  Ass'n. 

(Note.— This  department  is  opened  for  the  benefit  of  our  members,  and  any  questions  asked  should 
pertain  directly  to  tbe  lesson  or  which  has  been  printed.  Address  all  communications  to  The  Rail- 
way Conductor.) 

FOUNDATION  BRAKES. 

Q. — 180.  What  is  referred  to  when  the  term  Foundation  Brake  is  used? 

A.— The  brake  rigging  under  the  car,  consisting  of  brake  levers,  rods,  beams, 
brake  heads  and  shoes. 

Q.— 181.   What  are  the  necessary  qualifications  of  a  good  foundation  brake? 

A.— It  should  be  so  designed  as  to  develop  the  proper  brake  power,  be  sufficiently 
strong  to  resist  the  deflecting  strain  of  that  power,  and  be  so  arranged  that  when 
the  proper  piston  travel  is  obtained  the  levers  will  stand  at  right  angles  with  the 
lines  of  force  and  the  body  of  the  car. 

Q.— 182.  What  determines  the  size  of  the  brake  cylinder  to  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  the  foundation  brake? 

A.— The  weight  of  the  car. 

Q.— 183.  What  is  the  best  location  for  the  brake  cylinder? 

A.— That  point  where  it  will  be  most  accessible  for  repairs  and  at  the  same  time 
do  its  work  to  the  best  advantage. 

Q.— 184.   What  points  should  be  noticed  particularly  in  locating  the  cylinder? 

A.— That  it  is  the  proper  distance  from  the  car  floor  to  allow  of  cleaning  to  good 
advantage  and  not  necessitate  the  cutting  of  the  needle  beam  to  allow  the  piston  to 
pass  it.  Queen  posts  should  be  avoided  as  far  as  possible  and  the  cylinder  should 
be  located  the  proper  distance  from  a  center  line  running  lengthwise  of  the  car  to 
avoid  distortion  of  the  brake  gear. 

Q.— 185.  How  is  it  that  such  a  low  air  pressure,  in  a  comparatively  small  cylin- 
der, exerts  such  a  great  retarding  force? 

A.— It  is  multiplied  by  suitable  levers. 

Q.— 186.   What  is  a  lever? 

A.   It  is  a  mechanical  device  moving  on  a  fixed  point  called  a  fulcrum,  and  is 
used  to  increase  or  decrease  the  power  delivered  by  a  given  force. 
Q.— 187.   How  does  a  lever  accomplish  the  desired  end? 
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A.— To  increase  the  power  the  end  of  the  lever  to  which  the  force  is  applied  is 
made  longer  that  the  end  from  which  the  desired  power  is  to  be  obtained.  The 
power  delivered  will  be  in  the  same  ratio  to  the  original  force  as  the  long,  end  of  the 
lever  is  to  the  short  end.  As  an  illustration,  suppose  a  lever  18  inches  from  the  force 
to  the  fulcrum,  and  6  inches  from  the  fulcrum  to  the  end  which  is  to  deliver  the  de- 
sired power.  The  ratio  of  the  long  to  the  short  end  would  be  as  three  to  one.  As- 
suming that  a  force  of  100  pounds  was  applied  at  the  long  end,  300  pounds  would  be 
delivered  at  the  other  end,  or  the  ratio  would  again  be  as  three  is  to  one. 

Q.— 188.   How  many  classes  of  levers  are  there? 

A.  Three.  The  location  of  the  force,  weight  and  fulcrum  determine  the  class. 
Where  the*  fulcrum  is  in  the  middle,  weight  at  one  end  and  force  at  the  other,  as  a 
cylinder  lever,  it  is  a  lever  of  the  first  class.  Where  the  fulcrum  is  at  the  end,  weight 
in  the  middle  and  force  at  the  other  end,  as  a  truck  lever,  it  is  a  lever  of  the  second 
class.   Where  the  fulcrum  is  at  one  end,  weight  at  the  other  end  and  force  in  the 
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middle,  as  a  Hodge  or  floating  lever,  it  is  a  lever  of  the  third  class. 

Q.— 189.  With  a  lever  of  known  dimensions,  and  a  given  force,  how  can  the 
power  that  will  be  delivered  by  it  be  calculated  ? 

A.— By  multiplying  the  original  force  by  the  length  of  the  lever  from  the  force  to 
the  fulcrum,  and  dividing  the  product  by  the  length  of  the  lever  from  thetfulcrum  to 
the  point  where  the  power  is  delivered.  The  quotient  is  the  power  delivered,  or 
weight. 

Q.— 190.   What  should  the  entire  brake  force  of  the  car  be? 

A.— Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  light  weight  on  the  wheels  to  be  braked,  for  passenger 
cars,  70  per  cent,  for  freight  cars,  75  per  cent,  on  engine  drivers  and  trucks,  and  at 
least  90  per  cent,  for  engine  tenders.  One  hundred  per  cent,  has  been  successfully 
used  on  the  latter. 

Q.— 191.   How  is  the  total  brake  power  of  the  car  to  be  obtained  ? 

A.— By  finding  the  brake  power  exerted  on  each  pair  of  wheels  and  adding  them 
all  together.   The  sum  is  the  total  brake  power  of  the  car. 

Q.— 192.  What  would  be  the  effect  if  more  brake  power  was  used  than  the  amount 
stated  ?  \ 
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A.— The  retarding  force  applied  to  the  wheel  would  be  sufficient  to  overcome  the 
rotative  energy  of  the  wheel,  and  the  wheels  would  lock  and  slide  in  consequence. 

Q.— 193.   What  would  be  the  effect  if  a  less  amount  was  employed ? 

A.— The  brakes  would  not  be  operated  to  their  full  extent,  and  the  length  of  the 
stop  would  be  correspondingly  increased.  In  case  of  emergency  this  would  some- 
times produce  disastrous  results,  as  a  difference  of  a  few  feet  in  the  length  of  the 
stop  is  sometimes  sufficient  to  avoid  a  serious  accident. 

Q.— 194.  Does  a  wheel  that  is  locked  and  sliding  have  a  tendency  to  stop  the 
train  as  quickly  as  one  that  is  rotating? 

A.— No.  The  frictional  resistance  between  the  wheel  and  the  rail,  when  the 
former  is  sliding,  is  much  less  than  between  the  shoe  and  the  wheel  when  it  is 
rotating. 

Q.— 195.  Is  the  brake  power  calculated  with  the  service  or  an  emergency  appli- 
cation ? 

A.— With  the  emergency  application  always. 

Q  — 196.   How  is  the  total  power  of  the  cylinder  obtained? 

A.— By  multiplying  the  pressure  per  square  inch  in  the  cylinder  by  the  area  of 
the  piston  in  square  inches. 

Q.— 197.   How  is  the  area  of  the  piston  obtained  ? 

A.— By  squaring  the  diameter,  that  is,  multiplying  it  by  itself,  and  multiplying 
the  product  by  the  decimal  .7854. 

Q.— 198.  What  are  the  pressures  or  total  values  of  the  various  sized  cylinders? 
A.- 

6  in.       8  in.      10  in.      12  in.       14  in. 

Service  application  _  1,400    2,500    4,000    5,600      7,700  lbs. 

Qnick-action  application  _  ...1,700    3,000    4,700    6,800     9,200  lbs. 

Q.— 199.  After  the  total  brake  force  of  the  car  is  obtained,  how  may  the  percent- 
age at  which  it  is  braking  be  found  ? 

A.— By  dividing  the  total  brake  force  by  the  light  weight  of  the  car  on  the  wheels 
to  which  the  brakes  are  applied.  This  quotient  is  or  should  be  a  decimal,  and  is  the 
percentage  at  which  the  car  is  braking. 

Q.— 200.  What  is  the  best  proportion  of  truck  or  brake  beam  lever? 

A.— Four  and  one  half  to  one  where  it  can  be  employed. 

Q.— 201.   How  is  the  proportion  of  a  brake  beam  lever  determined? 

A.— For  the  levers  of  the  first  class,  divide  the  long  end  of  the  lever  by  the  short 
end,  the  quotient  is  the  proportion  of  the  lever.  For  levers  of  the  second  class, 
divide  the  total  length  of  the  lever  by  the  short  end,  the  quotient  being  the  propor- 
tion. This  pro  portion  is  the  same  as  the  ratio  between  the  power  exerted  and  the 
weight  of  the  shoe. 

Q.— 202.   How  is  the  total  brake  beam  leverage  found? 

A.— Multiply  the  proportion  of  the  brake  beam  lever  by  two  for  the  Hodge  and  by 
four  for  the  Stevens  system. 

Q.— 203.   What  is  the  required  leverage  of  the  car? 

A.— The  total  brake  force  desired  divided  by  the  total  pressure  or  value  of  the 
cylinder. 

Q.— 204.  These  points  being  determined,  how  may  we  find  the  proportion  of  the 
cylinder  lever? 

A.— Multiply  the  whole  length  of  the  lever  by  the  required  leverage  and  divide  by 
the  sum  of  the  required  leverage,  and  the  total  brake  beam  leverage.  The  quotient 
will  be  one  end  of  the  lever.  If  the  total  brake  beam  leverage  is  greater  than  the 
required  leverage,  the  short  end  of  the  lever  should  go  next  the  cylinder.  If  less,  the 
long  end  should  go  next  the  cylinder. 

TESTING  BRAKES. 

Q.— 205.   How  often  should  the  air  brake  and  signal  apparatus  on  the  engine  be 
tested? 
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A.— After  each  trip,  that  its  condition  may  be  known  and  any  necessary  repairs 
made. 

Q.— 206.  What  should  be  tested  first? 

A.— The  air  pump  and  pump  governor,  to  see  that  the  proper  amount  of  air 
pressure  is  supplied  and  carried. 

Q  —  207.   How  should  the  air  pump  be  tested  ? 

A.— With  a  full  head  of  steam,  and  it  should  be  noticed  that  it  accumulates  the 
pressure  sufficiently  fast.  The  committee  would  recommend  that  inspectors  note  the 
time  the  pump  consumes  in  raising  the  pressure  from  40  to  50,  50  to  60,  60  to  70,  70  to 
80,  and  80  to  90  pounds.  This  for  the  information  of  the  inspector,  to  enable  him  to 
judge  if  the  pump  is  attaining  the  pressure  fast  enough.  Of  course,  in  judging  this 
time,  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  capacity  of  the  main  drum,  and  it  should  first 
of  all  be  drained  of  any  accumulation  of  water  or  other  matter. 

Q  —208.   How  should  the  governor  be  tested  ? 
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A  —It  should  be  noted  what  pressure  it  allows  to  be  carried,  and  if  incorrect  it 
should  be  regulated.  It  should  also  be  tested  for  sensitiveness,  to  see  that  it  will 
start  the  pump  promptly  on  light  reductions. 

Q.— 209.   What  should  next  be  inspected? 

A.— The  brake  valve.  It  should  have  no  pipe  in  the  train  pipe  exhaust  and  should 
have  a  stop  cock  in  the  train  pipe  immediately  under  the  brake  valve,  not  outside 
the  cab.  It  sbould  permit  of  carrying  the  proper  amount  of  excess  pressure,  the 
rotary  valve  should  be  tight,  the  feed  valve  should  not  permit  more  than  70  pounds 
train  line  pressure  to  accumulate,  and  the  equalizing  piston  should  promptly  respond 
to  light  reductions.  The  preliminary  exhaust  port  should  also  be  tested,  by  reducing 
the  pressure  from  70  to  50  pounds,  and  noting  the  time  consumed  in  so  doing.  This 
should  be  about  four  seconds. 

Q.— 210.  What  is  to  be  noticed  next  ? 

A.— The  gauge.  It  should  be  in  such  a  position  as  to  allow  the  engineer  to  easily 
read  it  either  at  night  or  during  the  day,  and  with  the  brake  valve  handle  in  full 
release  position  both  pointers  should  register  the  same  pressure,  as  the  pressures 
are  equal  in  that  position.  Supplementary  to  this  test,  a  test  gauge  should  be  at- 
tached to  either  one  of  the  pressures  to  ascertain  if  the  pointer  registering  that 
pressure  is  correct. 
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©.—211.  What  is  to  be  tested  next? 

A.— The  piston  travel  of  the  driver  and  tender  brakes.  Also  the  condition  of  the 
peeking  leathers  in  the  brake  cylinders,  and  where  the  pnll  brake  is  used  the  pack- 


NINE  AND  ONE- HALF  INCH  IMPROVED  AIR  PDMP. 


ing  in  the  stuffing  boxes  should  also  be  noticed.    To  ascertain  the  condition  of  the 
packing  leathers, Istuffing  box  packing  and  connections,  the  committee  would  recom- 
—  mend  attaching  a*gauge  to  the  brake  cylinder,  that  the  pressure  may  be  noted  at  half 
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minute  intervals.  Information  of  an  interesting,  and  in  some  cases  of  a  startling,  »a- 
ture  will  be  thus  obtained. 

Q.— 212.  What  is  the  proper  piston  travel  for  driver  brakes? 

A.— From  2  to  4  inches.  Or,  a  travel  that  will  give  as  near  50  pounds  brake  cylin- 
der pressure  as  can  be  obtained. 

Q.— 213.  What  is  the  proper  piston  travel  for  tender  brakes? 

A.— Seven  inches.  Not  less  than  5%  inches  nor  more  than  8  inches,  or  the  same 
»s  for  car  brakes. 

Q. — 214.  In  adjusting  cam  driver  brakes,  what  is  it  necessary  to  observe? 
A.— That  the  cam  screws  are  equally  adjusted,  that  the  point  of  contact  may  be 
kept  in  line  with  the  piston  rods. 

Q.— 215.  What  is  to  be  tested  next? 

A.— The  signal  apparatus.  This  should  be  tested  by  using  a  device  described  in 
the  Proceedings  of  1895,  page  91.  It  should  be  known  that  the  signal  valve  responds 
to  light  reductions,  but  at  the  same  time  will  not  respond  to  reasonable  leaks.  That 
the  pressure  reducing  valve  supplies  the  proper  pressure  to  the  signal  line  promptly 
and  does  not  leak. 

Q.— 216.  What  are  the  effects  of  the  leaks  in  the  air  brake  apparatus? 

A.— Leaks  in  the  train  pipe  pressure  have  a  tendency  to  apply  brakes;  leaks  in 
the  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure  have  a  tendency  to  release  brakes;  leaks  in  the  brake 
•ylinder  or  its  connections  cause  the  brake  to  leak  off. 

TESTING  BRAKES:  SHOP  OR  MAIN  TERMINAL  TEST  OF  CAR  BRAKES. 

Q.— 217.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  brakes  and  facilitate  the  neces- 
sary repairs,  what  apparatus  should  be  furnished  at  all  points  where  repairs  are  to  be 
made  to  air  brakes  on  cars? 

A.— A  testing  plant,  consisting  of  a  compressor,  or  one  or  two  air  pumps,  a  main 
drum  as  large  as  may  be  practicable,  the  larger  the  better.  A  pipe  line  should  be 
laid  with  branch  pipes  to  connect  at  various  points  with  the  repair  or  shop  track.  At 
the  main  reservoir,  or  other  convenient  point,  an  engineer's  brake  valve  should  be 
located  that  accurate  results  may  be  obtained.  This  should  be  an  equalizing  dis- 
charge valve,  as  the  three-way  cock  or  other  older  forms  of  valve  require  too  careful 
manipulation.  This  plant  should  be  so  located  as  to  furnish  air  pressure  promptly, 
either  at  night  or  at  any  time  during  the  day. 

Q.— 218.  Where  the  repair  yard  is  a  long  distance  from  the  compressing  plant, 
what  other  feature  must  be  provided? 

A.— Relay  reservoirs  should  be  located  at  reasonable  distances,  that  the  friction 
encountered  in  the  long  pipe  may  be  avoided  without  requiring  too  great  a  head  in 
the  primary  reservoir. 

Q.— 219.  Why  is  such  a  large  main  reservoir  recommended? 

A.— Because  with  it  long  trains  can  be  charged  much  quicker,  which  materially 
shortens  the  time  required  for  the  work  to  be  done.  Also  less  excess  pressure  need 
be  carried  with  the  larger  reservoir,  thus  lessening  the  work  of  the  compressor 
or  pumps. 

Q.— 220.  Where  only  a  low  steam  pressure  is  available  for  the  use  of  such  a  plant, 
how  may  the  proper  air  pressure  be  obtained? 

A.— By  compounding  the  pumps.  That  is,  have  the  first  pump  discharge  into  a 
separate  reservoir,  and  have  the  suction  of  the  second  pump  connected  to  this 
reservoir  and  the  discharge  to  the  real  reservoir.  This  gives  the  pressure  to  the 
second  pump  at  the  tension  at  which  it  may  be  compressed  by  the  first  one. 

Q.— 221.  When  testing  brakes  at  a  shop  or  air-brake  test  plant,  what  should 
be  done? 

A.— The  cars  should  all  be  coupled  together,  starting  at  the  point  furthest  from 
the  brake  valve,  the  angle  cock  on  that  end  of  the  train  being  closed  and  the  hose 
properly  hung  up  in  the  coupling  hook.  All  the  other  angle  cocks  should  be  opened, 
all  cut-out  cocks  opened,  all  hand  brakes  released,  all  pressure  retainer  valves  turned 
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up,  and  all  release  valves  closed.  The  car  nearest  the  brake  valve  shonld  then  be 
coupled  to  the  brake  valve  connection,  the  angle  and  stop  cocks  opened,  and  the 
entire  train  charged  to  seventy  pounds.  While  charging  the  train  it  should  be  in- 
spected for  leaks,  those  that  are  found  either  being  stopped  at  the  time  or  marked  for 
repairs  later.  After  the  train  is  charged,  the  train  pipe  pressure  should  be  reduced 
twenty- five  pounds  in  the  service  application  position  to  apply  all  brakes  fully  and 
the  piston  travel  measured  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  travel  of  each  car  being  marked 
on  its  cylinder  head.  The  brakes  should  then  be  let  stand  for  a  few  minutes  and  the 
travel  again  measured,  to  note  leaky  packing  leathers.  If  there  is  any  doubt  of  the 
condition  of  a  packing  leather  after  this  test,  a  gauge  should  be  attached  to  the 
brake  cylinder  as  recommended  for  driver  brakes.  Cars  having  bad  packing  leathers 
should  be  cut  out  and  repaired.  The  condition  of  the  packing  leathers  being 
ascertained,  the  angle  cocks  at  the  head  end  of  the  train  should  be  closed  and  the 
hose/  parted,  after  which  the  angle  cock  on  the  head  end  of  the  train  should  be  opened 
and  the  train  pipe  emptied.  This  should  be  left  open  for  a  few  minutes  after  the 
pressure  has  escaped,  as  a  test  for  leaky  emergency  check  valves  with  quick-action 
triples,  or  leaky  packings,  rings  and  leather  gaskets  on  the  lower  cap  of  plain  triples. 
The  effect  of  these  would  be  to  allow  leakage  from  the  brake  cylinder  to  the  train  pipe 
when  heavy  reductions  were  made.  These  being  found  to  be  tight,  the  coupling; 
should  be  made  again,  the  angle  cocks  opened  and  the  release  made.  After  a  few 
minutes  interval  the  train  shonld  again  be  inspected  to  see  if  the  retaining  valves 
perform  their  duties.  It  is  advisable  to  examine  the  pipework  to  the  retaining  valves 
for  leaks,  during  the  interval  just  mentioned.  They  should  then  be  turned  ddwn  and 
the  escape  of  air  at  each  valve  noted. 
Q  —222.   Does  this  complete  the  test? 

A.— No;  not  with  a  shop  test.  The  brakes  shonld  again  be  applied  after  necessary 
repairs  have  been  made,  with  a  reduction  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  pounds,  and  after 
all  brakes  are  seen  to  apply  properly,  the  train  pipe  pressure  should  be  slowly  in- 
creased as  a  test  of  triple  piston  packing  rings. 

Q.— 223.  What  would  be  the  effect  if  these  rings  leak? 

A.— They  are  liable  to  cause  the  brake  to  fail  to  release  if  the  pressure  is  increased 
gradually.  Instead  of  forcing  the  triple  piston  to  release,  the  pressure  would  feed 
past  the  ring  and  recharge  the  auxiliary  reservoir. 

Q.— 224.  In  replacing  defective  packing  leathers  with  new  ones,  how  should  the 
new  leather  be  placed  on  the  piston? 

A.— In  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  the  rough,  or  flesh,  side  of  the  leather  next  the 
side  of  the  cylinder  when  the  piston  is  in  place. 

Q.— 225.  When  cleaning  and  oiling  the  brake  cylinders,  what  should  be  done? 

A.— The  back  head  of  the  cylinder  should  be  removed,  the  spring  and  piston 
taken  out  of  the  cylinder,  the  cylinder  thoroughly  cleaned,  the  leakage  groove  cleaned 
out.lhe  cylinder  lubricated,  and  the  piston  replaced. 

Q.— 226.   What  is  the  proper  and  easiest  method  of  replacing  the  brake  piston? 

A.— It  should  be  held  with  the  piston  head  in  a  horizontal  position,  the  piston  rod 
pointing  directly  toward  the  ground,  or  nearly  so.  The  head  and  leather  should  then 
be  inserted  in  the  cylinder  at  about  its  center.  The  packing  leather  must  be  held 
closely  formed  over  the  expander  ring  to  enter  it  into  the  cylinder  and  hold  the  ex- 
pander in  place.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  force  the  piston  at  this  time,  as  such 
force  is  liable  to  cut  the  leather.  After  the  piston  has  been  entered  past  its  center, 
it  may  be  shoved  in  as  far  as  convenient,  the  expander  being  known  to  be  in  place  be- 
fore doing  so,  and  the  piston  rod  kept  as  low  as  practicable.  Before  the  piston  is 
raised  to  its  horizontal  position,  the  oil  plug  should  be  removed,  and  when  the  piston 
is  raised  it  should  be  pulled  part  way  out  with  the  same  movement,  that  the  leather 
may  not  turn  in  the  wrong  direction. 

Q.— 227.  When  putting  in  a  new  packing  leather,  is  it  necessary  to  form  it  to 
the  cylinder? 

A.— No;  not  if  the  proper  quality  of  leather,  oil  tanned,  is  used.  All  that  is 
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needed  is  to  warm  it  for  a  few  minutes  to  soften  the  oil  or  grease  absorbed  by  the 
leather,  which  will  make  it  pliable. 

Q.— 228.   Should  any  other  quality  of  leather  be  used  for  this  purpose? 

A.— No.  Experiment  has  determined  that  this  is  the  only  kind  of  leather  that  will 
answer  this  purpose  satisfactorily.   (See  pages  159-160,  1895  Proceedings.) 

Q.— 229.  After  the  piston  is  in  place,  how  can  it  be  ascertained  whether  the  ex- 
pander ring  had  worked  out  partially  or  not? 

A.— By  moving  the  end  of  the  piston  so  as  to  describe  a  circle  of  about  eight 
inches  diameter  around  the  center  of  the  cylinder.  If  the  expander  is  partly  out  of 
place  this  cannot  be  done,  as  the  piston  will  stick. 

Q.— 230.   How  often  should  the  brake  cylinders  be  cleaned  and  lubricated? 

A.— Once  in  six  months. 

Q  —231.   How  often  should  the  triple  valves  be  cleaned  and  oiled? 
A.— At-  least  every  six  months. 

Q.— 232.   What  particular  points  are  to  be  observed  in  cleaning? 

A.— That  the  packing  ring  is  not  tight  in  the  piston,  the  feed  groove  is  open,  the 
rubber  seat  of  the  emergency  valve  is  in  good  condition  and  the  stem  of  that  valve 
straight,  that  the  graduating  pin  is  in  place,  the  graduating  spring  of  the  right 
tension,  and  the  packing  ring  a  proper  fit  in  its  cylinder. 

Q.— 233.   Should  oil  ever  be  used  in  the  quick- action  part  of  the  triple  valve? 

A. — No;  only  on  the  slide  valve  and  piston. 

Q.— 234.  In  case  truck  or  other  levers  are  found  that  are  bent  or  broken  and  have 
to  be  replaced  by  others,  what  precautions  should  be  taken  before  putting  on  the 
■ew  levers? 

A.— The  new  levers  should  be  the  same  dimensions  between  centers  of  holes,  that 
they  may  do  the  same  amount  of  work  as  the  displayed  levers. 


D.J.  M..  Toledo.  Ohio.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Parker's 
questions  in  September  number  I  will  say: 

1.  I  do  consider  it  most  essential  that  conduc- 
tors on  both  freight  and  passenger  have  a  general 
knowledge  of  every  part  and  the  operation  of  air 
brakes  and  the  train  signal. 

2.  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  of  knowing  any- 
thing about  the  internal  operation  of  the  different 
valves  unless  understanding  of  the  operation  of 
the  brake  may  depend  upon  it  if  we  would  be  suc- 
cessful under  all  circumstances. 

3.  Yes,  conductors  ought  to  be  able  to  locate 
defects  that  exist  in  the  internal  parts  of  valves 
•n  cars  and.  coaches  if  the  best  results  are  to  be 
•btained  and  the  efficiency  of  brakes  be  main- 
tained. 

4.  I  must  answer  the  last  question,  yes.  for  it 
follows  that  by  applying  ourselves  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  conditions  in  the  first  questions 
there  must  be  a  betterment. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  J.  M.  for  his  prompt 
and  hearty  response  in  replying  to  and  express- 
ing his  convictions  relative  to  questions  1, 2, 3,  and 
4  in  September  number.  Mr.  D.  J.  M.  is  in  full 
sympathy  and  coincides  with  the  suggestions  con- 
tained in  1. 3  and  4.  but  takes  some  exceptions  to 
No.  2.  The  position  taken  relative  to  the  latter  is 
a  common  one.  Air  Brake  Instructors  meet  with 
it  on  every  hand.  But  usually  it  comes  from  a  lack 
of  knowledge  and  proper  understanding  of  the 
importance  that  should  be  attached  to  the  inter- 
nal operating  parts,  and  the  relation  they  bear  to 
final  desirable  results  when  brakes  are  being  ap- 


plied, whether  in  service  for  ordinary  purposes, 
or  in  quick  action  for  emergencies ;  also  insuring 
a  certain  and  prompt  release  of  brakes  that  is  so 
conducive  to  smooth  stopping  of  passenger  trains 
and  avoiding  stuck  brakes  and  shocks  on  freight 
trains. 

While  conductors  should  not  be  expected  to  be 
able  to  fully  comprehend  every  defect  and  failure 
of  internal  parts:  still,  as  all  operations  of  same 
are  the  result  of  simple  and  well  known  mechani- 
cal laws,  that  appeal  to  any  ordinary  intelligence: 
we  believe,  that  upon  this  ground  railroad  com- 
panies in  general  expect  that  all  in  train  service 
be  somewhat  conversant  therein.  And  in  addi- 
tion would  say.  that  an  intelligent  comprehension 
of  the  automatic  airbrake  and  train  air  signal  can- 
not be  acquired  without  the  above. 

Lack  of  knowledge  of  any  mechanical  device  is 
liable  to  result  in  abuse  and  neglect  of  same. 
While  intelligence  in  connection  therewith  re- 
sults in  care  and  consideration:  without  this  effi 
cient  service  is  not  possible  and  the  investment, 
in  part,  becomes  unprofitable. 

Recently  it  has  been  freely  acknowledged  in 
railroad  mechanical  journals,  especially  in  freight 
train  service,  that  railroad  companies  are  not  get- 
ting results  for  investments  made  to  purchase  and 
apply  air  brake  appliances.  Not  because  of  any 
inherent  weakness  in  the  apparatus,  but  because 
same  is  neglected.  If  conditions  are  to  be  bet- 
tered, then  each  one  whose  duties  bring  them  in 
direct  contact  with  these  appliances  must  con- 
tribute their  share  towards  improving  and  keep- 
ing same  in  serviceable  condition. 


ITO  BE  CONTINUED.] 
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HER  0RANDFATHERo 


BY  CAPT.  GEO.  W.  BARBER,  SR. 


I  had  entered  a  corner  tobacco  shop — 
the  only  one  in  the  village,  apparently— 
to  replenish  my  cigar  case.  There  was  a 
middle-aged  man,  quite  bald,  behind  the 
show-case,  to  wait  on  me.  There  was  a 
young  lady  at  the  other  end  of  the  store, 
who  turned  about  as  I  spoke. 

I  looked  at  her  in  amazement.  She  was 
the  loveliest  girl  I  had  ever  seen.  As  I 
looked  at  her  the  shopman  himself  came 
and  stood  by  her  side.  He  looked  at  me 
for  a  moment,  and  then,  lifting  his  gilt- 
headed  cane,  poked  me  with  an  air  of 
friendly  vulgarity  in  the  ribs.  Then  I 
recognized  him.  It  was  old  George  Web- 
ster—Uncle George,  we  used  to  call  him — 
a  man  with  whom  I  had  once  been  a 
brakeman,  many  years  before,  when  I 
was  a  beginner  on  the  railroad  and  ready 
to  snap  at  anything  to  get  a  start,  and  he 
was  conductor  on  the  way-freight  and  ac- 
commodation, L.  E.  &  W.  Ry. 

Old  Uncle  George,  as  we  used  to  call 
him,  was  a  typical  old-time  conductor, 
and  still  wore  one  of  his  old  blue  uniform 
conductor  suits,  very  shiney  silk  hat, 
slightly  tilted;  clean  shaven;  bright, 
twinkling  eyes,  and  a  nose  which  illus- 
trated its  own  story  in  colors. 

"You  bounder!"  he  roared,  boisterous- 
ly. •  *  Fancy  meeting  you  here  in  this  little 
dead  and  alive  town !  How  are  you ! 
What  are  you  going  to  have?" 

We  shook  hands  and  I  glanced  ques- 
tioningly  at  the  young  lady  by  his  side. 

"You  know  her,"  he  shouted.  "Don't 
you  remember  the  little  girl  you  used  to 
give  sweets  to  and  tell  fairy  tales ;  how 
you  was  going  to  wait  till  she  was  grown 
up  and  then  you  was  going  to  be  her 
Prince  Charming  and  come  and  carry  her 
off  to  your  castle  to  be  your  little  wife 
and  live  happy  ever  after?  Of  course  you 
remember  that." 

"Why,  bless  my  soul!"  I  exclaimed. 
"Surely  it  isn't  little  Rosalind,  our  little 
wild  Rose,  as  we  used  to  call  her?" 

"Are  you  Mr.  Lancaster?"  she  said, 
eagerly,  with  a  flash  of  recognition.  And 
I  remember  that  she  blushed  with  pleas- 
ure, and  a  small,  firm,  white  hand  caught 
mine  with  a  womanly  grip  which  I  have 


never  forgotten.  She  had  been  a  little 
eight-year-old  when  I  was  about  twenty, 
and  we  had  been  inseparable  chums 
during  the  two  years  I  broke  on  Uncle 
George's  train.  Although  she  was  always 
known  as  Rosalind  Webster,  she  was  not 
Uncle  George's  daughter.  He  had  taken 
her  from  a  burning  car  when  she  was  a 
baby,  her  father  and  mother  having  both 
lost  their  lives  in  the  same  car,  caused  by 
a  head-on  collision.  Some  articles  of 
baby's  dress  were  marked  in  fine  em- 
broidery, Rosalind  Beauchamp.  The 
bodies  of  her  parents  were  burned  beyond 
recognition.  An  advertisement  was  put 
in  all  the  papers  of  the  time,  stating  the 
circumstances  and  asking  relatives  to 
claim  the  child,  but  nothing  ever  came  of 
it.  Uncle  George  and  his  wife  were  child- 
less and  legally  adopted  Rosalind  their 
very  own  child.  Mrs.  Webster  had  been 
dead  about  five  years,  and  Uncle  George 
had  been  both  father  and  mother  to  the 
orphan  ever  since. 

We  had  a  long  talk.  Poor  old  Uncle 
George— to  use  his  own  expression— was 
nearly  "on  his  uppers."  He  was  running 
this  small  shop  without  sufficient  capital 
to  increase  the  variety  of  his  stock  in 
trade  and  thereby  secure  a  profitable 
business,  and  so  just  worried  along  from 
hand  to  mouth  in  this  sleepy  town  of 
Knoxville. 

"Yes,  my  boy;"  said  the  old  man, 
speaking  for  once  quite  naturally,  "I've 
had  a  good  many  struggles  to  keep  on 
my  feet.  You  see  I  was  chairman  of  the 
strike  committee  in  1894.  Of  course  I  was 
blacklisted  on  every  road  in  the  country. 
I  had  a  few  hundred  dollars  put  by  for  a 
rainy  day,  which  slowly  dwindled  away 
while  I  was  seeking  employment.  I  had 
even  been  discharged  from  a  laborer's 
job  on  the  track,  after  it  became  known 
who  I  was  on  pay  day,  but  I've  always 
managed  to  pay  my  way.  It'll  be  the 
first  time  I've  had  to  bolt.  I've  had  my 
day  " 

Then  turning  to  the  girl,  with  tears 
twinkling  in  his  eyes,  he  said:  "This 
young  lady  has  a  superior  education, 
speaks  French,  German  and  Italian;  has 
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a  diploma  from  the  Boston  Conservatory 
of  Mnsic,  with  a  voice,  when  perfected, 
•qual  to  Patti."  Continuing,  he  said: 
"Why  don't  you  leave  me?  You'd  soon 
make  yourself  famous  on  the  operatic 
stage.  I  am  afraid  I've  got  to  the  end  of 
•he  line." 

"I  shall  never  leave  you,  dad,"  said 
Rosalind,  quietly.  "So  don't  talk  like 
that.  We'll  go  to  Pittsburg  together  and 
make  a  fresh  start.  I  am  certain  to  secure 
a  situation  as  stenographer  or  typewriter, 
and  as  I  am  rapid  at  shorthand  notes,  I 
shall  have  no  trouble  to  find  a  place  at  a 
fair  salary,  it's  time  I  became  the  bread 
winner  instead  of  you."  In  the  mean- 
time an  idea  had  struck  me.  I  was  stay- 
ing with  J.  Gilcairn,  president  of  a  great 
railroad  system,  at  the  time,  whose  fine 
place  was  but  a  few  miles  the  other  side 
of  Pittsburg.  He,  too,  was  something  of 
an  old  time  railroad  man,  but  an  aristo- 
cratic one,  and  he  and  I  and  a  few  more, 
were  syndicating  a  new  branch  line  of 
road  which  we  were  about  to  build.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  if  I  could  induce  him, 
out  of  good  nature,  to  pay  a  visit  to  Uncle 
George,  the  sight  of  his  stylish  turnout 
in  front  of  the  shop  on  the  corner  and  a 
couple  of  boxes  of  perfectos  being  handed 
out  would  soon  be  noised  about  and  the 
local  aristocracy  would  be  sure  to  follow 
suit.  Besides,  I  might  manage  to  get  Rosa- 
lind engaged  for  our  new  office  as  private 
secretary,  stenographer,  etc.  I  broached 
the  subject  to  Mr.  Gilcairn  when  we  hav- 
ing an  after  dinner  smoke.  "The  man 
who  is  running  that  tobacco  shop  is  an 
old  friend  of  mine,  and  an  old  ex-conduc- 
tor," I  said  by  way  of  introduction. 

"There's  never  a  good  first-class  cigar  to 
be  had  in  a  place  like  that,"  said  Mr.  Gil- 
cairn, shortly.  "I  got  half  a  dozen  as 
fine  perfectos  as  I  ever  smoked  at  that 
same  shop  the  other  day."  "He's  in  a 
bit  of  a  hole,"  I  continued,  "The  trade  is 
hardly  sufficient  to  support  him  and  his 
daughter;  I  wish  you  would  drive  into 
town  that  way  some  afternoon  and  look 
in  on  him  for  a  sample  of  his  cigars,  ev- 
erybody would  think  them  good  enough 
to  go,  too,  if  you  lead  the  way." 

"What's  the  name  of  the  man?"  he 
asked. 

"It's  George  Webster— not  a  bad  old 
sort  in  his  way." 


"George  Webster!"  he  said  sharply, 
and  with  a  sudden  interest.  "I  know 
him— he  was  at  Harvard  with  me,  ran 
through  his  money,  and  went  to  the  bad. 
The  man  was  rather  a  bounder,  always 
mixed  up  with  strikes,  a  first-class,  reliable 
railroad  man,  but  as  I  remember  him,  an 
agitator.   But  there  are  many  worse." 

The  following  day,  after  luncheon,  my 
old  friend,  President  Gilcairn,  suggested 
we  should  drive  into  Pittsburg  to  see  the 
exhibition  and  hear  Damrosch  and  his 
famous  orchestra,  I  acquiesced  readily,  as 
I  knew  what  it  would  mean  to  Uncle 
George,  besides  I  was  anxious  to  see 
Rosalind  again.  I  believe  our  visit  had 
the  desired  effect  and  turned  the  tide  of 
trade  in  Uncle  George's  favor,  for  he  told 
me  afterward  that  he  sold  oat  the  busi- 
ness at  a  profit.  But  more  important 
things  followed  that  visit.  When  the 
cigars  and  wine  were  going  after  dinner 
that  night,  to  my  great  surprise,  Mr.  Gil- 
cairn returned  to  the  subject. 

"Nice  girl  that,"  he  said  laconically. 

"Who?"  I  inquired. 

"George  Webster's  daughter— You're  a 
bit  smitten,  are  you  not?"  he  said,  giv- 
ing me  a  shrewd  look. 

"Well,"  I  said  evasively,  "I  don't  know 
about  being  smitten.  She  is  very  beau- 
tiful, highly  educated,  an  accomplished 
linguist  and  musical  talent  of  the  highest 
order,  she  is  also  an  accomplished  teleg- 
rapher, stenographer  and  short  hand 
writer  and  altogether  very  much  above 
the  ordinary,  and  seems  to  have  a  sweet 
disposition."  "You  mean  to  say  she's 
the  best  girl  you  have  ever  seen  in  your 
life,  and  that  you  head  over  heels  in  love 
with  her,  but  don't  like  to  own  up,"  said 
the  old  man  dryly. 

I  wondered  for  a  moment  if  he  were 
joking.  But  curiously  enough  he  was 
quite  in  earnest.  The  old  cynic  was  al- 
most as  much  struck  by  her  beauty  and 
manners  as  I  was  myself. 

"Would  you  like  her  to  have  a  place 
in  the  new  office?"  he  asked. 

"Yes,  I  should,"  I  answered  promptly. 
"And  why  not  let  Uncle  George  be  janitor 
and  door  keeper  to  the  private  offices,  we 
shall  never  get  a  better  man."  Mr.  Gil- 
cairn agreed,  and  then  added,  carelessly, 
"I  can't  understand  a  man  like  George 
Webster  having  such  a  daughter." 
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"She  is  not  his  own  daughter,"  I  said 

"Ah,  I  guessed  as  much,  "he  said,  help- 
ing himself  to  some  soda.  "What  was 
the  name  of  her  mother?" 

"Rose  Beauchamp,"  I  answered.  "I 
believe  she  was  fairly  well  known  in 
Pittsburg  society  in  her  day." 

"I  remember  her  name,"  he  said,  and  I 
noticed  that  as  he  added  a  little  brandy 
to  his  soda  and  held  his  tumbler  to  the 
siphon  his  hand  was  shaking. 

"Now,  look  here,  Hubert  Lancaster," 
he  said,  fixing  his  keen  eyes  on  mine— and 
his  face  was  curiously  gray  and  stern— 
"You  are  a  young  man,  and  I  am  an  old 
one.  My  life  lies  behind  me,  and  is 
mostly  regrets;  you  have  a  future,  I  want 
to  ask  you  a  straight  question.  Suppose 
Webster's  girl  comes  in  the  office  with  us, 
and  you  continue  to  like  her,  what  is  the 
end  to  be?" 

"I  shall  marry  her,"  I  said  sharply. 
He  looked  at  me  for  a  moment  in  silence, 


with  a  queer,  hard  smile  wrinkling  his 
kind  old  face. 

"Are  you  quite  certain  of  that?"  he  said. 

"Absolutely  certain,"  I  replied. 

"Although  she  has  neither  positon  ia 
society  or  money?" 

"Although  she  has  neither  position  nor 
money,"  I  said,  warmly,  for  I  rather  re- 
sented this  questioning.  I  thought  he 
was  going  to  make  some  further  remarks 
but  all  he  said  was  "well,  good- night, 
when  you  are  married  bring  your  wife  to 
see  me." 

Six  months  later,  on  the  morning  that 
Rosalind  and  I  were  married,  a  firm  of 
Pittsburg  solicitors  forwarded  to  us  a 
banker's  draft  for  a  large  amount  as  a 
wedding  present.  The  note  which  accom- 
panied it  merely  said  that  they  acted 
under  instructions  of  a  client  who  had 
known  her  mother  well,  and  wished  to  see 
us  on  our  return  from  our  honeymoon 
trip.   He  was  her  grandfather. 


INTERESTING  INPORnATIONo 


The  Chief  of  the  Treasury  Bureau  of 
Statistics  has  just  returned  from  a  brief 
visit  to  London,  Paris,  Berlin,  Amster- 
dam and  Brussels,  where  he  went  for  the 
purpose  of  making  some  statistical 
studies  regarding  the  commerce  of 
European  countries,  and  especially  their 
commerce  with,  and  their  development  of 
their  colonies. 

"I  was  greatly  impressed,"  said  Mr. 
Austin,  "with  the  interest  evinced  in  col- 
onial questions  at  all  the  capitols  which 
I  have  visited.  Each  of  these  five  coun- 
tries has  its  colonial  department  or  divi- 
sion, with  a  thoroughly  equipped  force, 
largely  made  up  of  men  who  have  had 
long  experience  in  the  colonies  of  the 
countries.  In  England  the  colonial  office 
at  the  Home  Government  interchanges,  at 
intervals,  its  employes,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, with  the  colony,  thus  obtaining 
practical  and  experienced  men  in  the 
Home  Office  and  keeping  a  corps  of  men 
in  training  in  the  colonies.  At  the  Neth- 
erlands, whose  colonial  work  is  a  matter 
of  pride  on  the  part  of  every  citizen  of 


that  country,  the  head  of  the  Colonial 
Department  has  bad  long  experience  ia 
Java,  the  principal  Netherland  colony, 
and  one  which  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. In  France  the  Colonial  Depart- 
ment is  extremely  active,  obtaining  large 
numbers  of  reports  from  its  colonial  offi- 
cers and  distributing  information  by  a 
specially  organized  bureau  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  in  Germany  and  Belgium  equal 
interest  was  manifested. 

"Everywhere  I  found  great  public  in- 
terest in  colonial  matters  outside  of  offi- 
cial circles.  In  London,  for  instance, 
there  is  a  Colonial  Institute,  composed  of 
several  hundred  ex-officials  of  the  colo- 
nies and  others  interested  in  colonial 
matters,  which  has  a  library  of  nearly 
50,000  volumes,  and  which  is  in  close 
working  relation  with  the  library  of  the 
Colonial  Department,  also  containing  50,- 
000  volumes.  The  members  of  the  Insti- 
tute hold  monthly  meetings  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  matters  pertaining  to  the  man- 
agement, commerce,  statistics  and  pros- 
perity of  the  colonies  and  their  commer- 
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cial  relations  with  the  mother  country. 
At  Paris  there  is  a  colonial  organization 
with  about  5,000  members,  some  of  whom 
have  had  experience  in  the  colonies, 
others  are  merchants  and  business  men 
desiring  to  keep  in  constant  touch  with 
business  conditions  and  opportunities  in 
the  colonies  and  still  others  who  are  stu- 
dents of  colonial  subjects  from  an  econo- 
mic standpoint.  In  Germany,  although 
their  colonial  system  is  young  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  England,  Nether- 
lands or  Prance,  the  Colonial  Association 
numbers  over  20,000  members,  scattered 
throughout  the  Empire,  some  of  whom 
are  officers  and  ex-officials,  others  con- 
nected with  the  army  and  navy,  and  many 
others  who  are  interested  in  the  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  development  of 
the  colonies. 

"The  study  of  colonial  conditions  and 
development  of  the  colonies,  both  as  to 
products  and  commerce,  is  encouraged  by 
all  the  governments  which  control  terri- 
tory of  this  character.  The  French  Gov- 
ernment maintains  an  educational  insti- 
tution devoted  exclusively  to  colonial 
studies  and  the  training  of  men  for  the 
colonial  service;  admission  to  its  classes 
is  obtained  through  competitive  examina- 
tions, the  term  of.  study  is  three  years, 
and  the  instructors  are  men  of  high 
standing  both  in  colonial  experience  and 
in  the  study  of  economics.  While  the 
primary  object  of  this  institution  is  to 
educate  men  for  the  colonial  service, 
those  who  prefer  at  the  end  of  their  term 
to  devote  their  efforts  to  the  commercial 
and  agricultural  development  of  the  colo- 
nies may  do  so.  The  Netherlands  Govern- 
ment also  maintains  a  training  school 
similar  in  general  character,  and  the  En- 
glish Government  has  a  somewhat  simi- 
lar system  for  the  training  of  men  for 
service  in  India  and  the  colonies. 

"In  nearly  all  of  the  countries  in  ques- 
tion there  are  excellent  and  interesting 
colonial  museums  devoted  to  the  exhibi- 
tion of  not  only  the  products  of  the  colo- 
nies, but  also  the  articles  required  by 
their  population,  and  in  many  cases  they 
are  accompanied  by  admirable  statistical 
statements,  showing  the  growth  in  pro- 
duction of  the  principal  articles  and  the 
growth  in  exports  from,  and  imports  into 
the  colonies.    Each  of  the  governments 


maintains  a  statistical  service,  by  which 
the  commerce  of  the  colonies  is  carefully 
studied  and  the  share  which  -the  mother 
country  supplies  of  the  imports  or  re- 
ceives of  the  exports  carefully  tabulated, 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  colo- 
nies and  of  the  Home  Government  on  ac- 
count of  them  recorded  and  the  growth 
of  agricultural,  commercial  and  educa- 
tional conditions  noted. 

"Especial  attention  is  given  in  all  cases 
to  the  ability  of  the  colony  to  meet  the 
commercial  wants  of  the  mother  country. 
Countries  which  do  not  produce  within 
their  own  borders  the  foodstuffs  and  raw 
materials  required  by  their  population 
encourage  the  production  in  the  colonies 
of  the  articles  thus  required  at  home, 
while  the  countries  which  produce  their 
own  foodstuffs  or  raw  materials  look  to 
the  colonies  for  the  tropical  products 
which  they  cannot  produce  at  home,  and 
encourage  the  production  of  those  arti- 
cles in  the  colonies  and  their  distribution 
in  the*  mother  country.  The  investment 
of  home  capital  in  the  colonies  is  thus 
encouraged  through  the  assurance  given 
that  the  products  of  those  colonies  will 
find  a  ready  market  in  the  mother  coun- 
try; the  manufacturers  and  producers  of 
the  mother  country  are,  in  turn,  assured 
of  an  enlarged  market  in  the  colonies 
through  the  increased  consuming  power 
which  accompanies  their  increased  pro- 
duction and  sales,  and  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  colonies  through  increased 
production,  larger  markets  and  better 
roads,  railways  and  improved  educa- 
tional facilities  is  thus  assured." 


Conditions  in  the  Samoan  Islands  since 
the  transfer  of  Tutuila  and  Mauna  to  the 
United  States  and  Savaii  and  Upolu  to 
the  German  Government,  is  the  subject 
of  a  report  by  the  British  Consul  located 
in  the  islands,  a  copy  of  which  has  just 
been  received  by  the  Treasury  Bureau  of 
Statistics.   The  report  says: 

"The  islands  of  Savaii  and  Upolu  were 
annexed  by  Germany  on  March  1,  1900. 
Shortly  afterwards,  on  April  17,  the  United 
States  took  possession  of  Tutuila  and 
Manua.  The  only  export  for  many  years 
has  been  copra,  largely  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  soap  and  candles,  etc., 
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goes  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France, 
Germany,  Russia,  Italy,  and  the  United 
States,  principally  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Germany.  One  of  the  first  acts  of 
the  governor  was  to  protect  the  natives 
by  enforcing  fair  weights;  he  is  now 
endeavoring  to  induce  them  to  make  a 
better  article. 

"At  the  present  time  cacao  is  engaging 
much  attention  here.  At  a  distance  of 
two  or  three  miles  from  the  sea  it  grows 
almost  wild,  and  can  be  cultivated  with 
success  everywhere  in  Samoa,  except, 
perhaps,  on  the  summit  of  the  mountains 
where  the  climate  will  probably  be  too 
cold.  The  quality  is  good.  Mr.  Carru- 
thers'-  cacao  brought  lately  the  highest 
price  in  the  London  market.  The  gover- 
nor is  introducing  plants  of  the  celebrated 
Soconusco  variety  from  Mexico.  Cacao 
planting  should  draw  the  attention  of 
home  capitalists.  The  great  drawback 
is  that  leases  from  the  natives  for  a 
longer  period  than  ten  years,  are  not 
likely  to  be  confirmed,  as  the  government 
does  not  wish  to  encourage  land  specu- 
lators, and  refers  any  application  of  this 
kind  to  the  Berlin  authorities. 

"Coffee  has  been  a  failure.  Even  the 
hardy  Liberian  coffee  introduced  a  few 
years  ago,  is  now  suffering  from  the 
same  disease  that  destroyed  the  Mocha 
and  other  varieties.  Vanilla  and  kola 
promise  well.  Rubber  should  also  suc- 
ceed. Bananas  and  pineapples  are  ship- 
ped occasionally  to  Auckland,  and  in 
small  quantities,  but  the  time  occupied 
in  transit  is  too  long,  and  the  fruit  is 
often  spoiled  on  the  voyage. 

"The  principal  articles  imported  are 
Salt  beef  in  kegs  and  tinned  meats, 
entirely  from  Auckland;  soap,  from  Auck- 
land and  Sydney;  prints,  longcloth,  and 
other  articles  of  drapery,  etc.,  principally 
from  Auckland  and  Sydney,  although 
during  the  last  three  years  merchants 


have  begun  to  import  from  Hamburg 
many  articles  formerly  brought  from  the 
Colonies.  Kerosene  oil,  tinned  biscuit, 
and  lumber  come  from  San  Francisco. 

"The  population  of  German  Samoa  con- 
sists of  about  200  whites,  300  half-castes, 
and  32,000  natives.  Imports,  therefore, 
cannot  be  very  large,  native  wants  in  a 
climate  like  this  being  limited;  but  should 
planting  companies  be  formed,  and  the 
land  utilized,  matters  will  assume  a  very 
different  aspect. 

"There  is  more  protection  for  property 
now  than  formerly  was  the  case  when  the 
islands  were  under  the  rule  of  a  native 
sovereign.  The  government  is  conciliat- 
ing both  parties  with  much  success,  and 
at  present  the  relations  between  the 
natives  and  all  foreigners,  are  most 
amicable.  If  a  rebellion  should  occur,  it 
would  arise  out  of  the  disputes  between 
the  old  conflicting  native  factions. 

"The  area  of  Upolu  is  220,000  acres;  of 
Savaii,  410,000  acres;  in  all,  630,000  acres, 
of  which  only  20,000  acres  are  now  being 
cultivated.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thous- 
and acres  have  been  sold  to  foreigners. 
Commerce  would  be  increased  to  a  very 
great  extent  should  the  land  generally  be 
thrown  open  to  improvement  by  sale  or 
forty-year  leases.  The  price  of  the  land 
ranges  between  $2  50  and  $25  per  acre, 
according  to  its  situation  and  improve- 
ments. An  American  company  lately  sold 
several  thousand  acres  in  blocks  at  from 
$2  to  $5  per  acre. 

"There  are  several  schools  in  Apia, 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant,  in  which 
English  services  are  regularly  held. 

"The  area  of  Tutuila  and  Manua  is 
small,  perhaps  35,000  acres,  much  of 
which  is  steep  and  mountainous.  Tutuila 
is  seventy  miles  from  Apia.  Four  thous- 
and natives  are  living  on  Tutuila,  and 
1,900  on  Manua,  and  about  twenty  whites 
and  as  many  half-castes." 


IRONIES. 

Stephen  Power  Otis  in  Troth. 


God  gives  us  light— 

Yet  In  dark  mills  men  toil  for  scanty  bread. 

Or  pale-browed  women  spin  ont  life's  thread. 
Sunless,  nncheered.  from  dawn  till  weary  night. 

God  gives  ns  air- 
Yet  foul  dens,  reeking  with  disease  and  death. 
Rob  helpless  little  ones  of  struggling  breath. 

While  mothers  kneel  in  stony-eyed  despair. 


God  gives  us  green— 

Yet  on  parch'd  roads  men  strive  with  eager  haste. 

And  seeking  gold,  make  beauteous  earth  a  waste. 
Leaving  its  fairest  flowers  to  spring  unseen. 

God  sends  ns  Love—  ,  . 

Yet  cold  eyes  slay,  cold  hands  thrust  Love  fortn: 
And  sad  hearts,  exiled  in  Life's  frozen  nortu. 

Sow  seed  of  grief,  and  reap  vain  tears  thereof. 


Digitized  by  Google 


a  HOODOOED 

Locomotive  "50"  had  been  in  trouble 
almost  from  the  first  day  she  ever  turned 
a  wheel,  and  her  troubles  ran  the  gamut 
of  the  possibilities  in  the  locomotive  dis- 
aster line,  from  the  simple  derailment  of 
her  pony  truck  at  the  yard  limit  switch, 
when  the  passenger  was  due,  to  the  oft- 
repeated  experiment  of  two  trains  run- 
ning full  speed  in  opposite  directions  try- 
ing to  pass  each  other  on  the  same  pair 
of  rails.  The  innumerable  failures  of 
this  experiment  did  not  deter  the  "50," 
and  whenever  a  headend  collision  oc- 
curred on  the  South  Park,  the  usual  in- 
terrogation was,  "who  was  on  the  '50,'  and 
how  badly  was  she  damaged?"  For 
though  it  always  takes  two  engines  to 
make  a  headend  collision,  the  record  of 
the  "50"  was  such  that  without  inquiries 
she  was  conceded  beforehand  as  one  of 
the  two. 

Throughout  the  mountain  roads  of  Col- 
orado she  was  known  as  the  "South  Park 
Hoodoo,"  and  the  sobriquet  was  well 
earned.  If  an  engine  struck  a  landslide 
it  was  the  "50;"  anything  standing  on 
the  track  and  crashed  into  by  the  passen- 
ger was  sure  to  be  the  "50,"  unless,  as 
occasionally  happened,  the  "50"  was  pul- 
ling the  passenger,  and  herself  did  the 
crashing.  She  had  a  great  reputation  as 
a  discoverer  of  broken  rails,  and  invari- 
•  ably  followed  the  discovery  with  a  plunge 
into  a  bed  of  the  mountain  ravine,  along 
which  the  road  ran.  But  out  of  all  these 
scrapes  she  would  emerge  from  the  re- 
pair shop  with  all  traces  of  her  recent 
disaster  removed,  but  still  holding  her  re- 
putation. 

She  was  one  of  the  many  Mason  engines 
purchased  by  the  South  Park,  and  was  of 
the  type  designated  in  the  vernacular  of 
the  road  as  sewing  machines,  from  hav- 
ing their  eccentric  gear  outside  the  main 
and  side  rods.  An  odd  looking  locomo- 
tive to  eyes  not  accustomed  to  them,  but- 
certainly  popular  as  a  class  among  en- 
ginemen,  because  of  their  easy  riding 
qualities.  This  popularity  extended  to 
the  "50"  until  such  time  as  she  acquired 
unto  herself  the  reputation  of  a  man- 
killer. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  complete  re- 
'Salt  Lake  City  (Utah)  Herald. 


cord  of  her  sins  has  not  been  kept,  but 
such  as  are  at  hand  will  demonstrate  that 
it  was  no  idle  superstition  that  caused  a 
qualm  of  trepidity  to  the  men  when 
called  to  make  a  trip  on  her,  and  as  the 
engines  were  run  in  the  chain-gang  sys- 
tem, every  crew  on  the  road  had  a  turn 
with  the  "50."  They  knew  that,  whatever 
the  cause,  she  had  been  wrecked  more 
times  than  all  the  other  engines  on  the 
road. 

On  her  first  trip  she  left  the  rail,  through 
some  pretext  or  other,  with  a  heavy  train 
of  ore  and  on  a  down  grade,  and  after 
some  days  the  wreckers  found  her  in  the 
bottom  of  the  canon,  the  under  dog  in  a 
pile  of  debris  that  had  once  constituted  a 
train  of  cars  with  its  lading.  They  also 
found  "Sam"  Willard,  the  engineer,  with 
his  left  leg  cooked  to  the  knee,  where  it 
had  been  pressed  against  the  boiler  head 
by  the  coal  pile.  "Sam"  was  alive  and 
recovered,  but  "Bill"  Redding,  his  fire- 
man, had  been  killed  right  away,  as  one 
of  the  wreckers  expressed  it.  "Sam"  had 
his  leg  amputated,  and  about  a  year  later 
again  appeared  for  work.  It  is  a  strange 
coincidence  that  "Sam"  lost  his  left  leg 
on  the  "50's"  maiden  trip,  and  lost  his 
right  leg  on  the  same  engine  on  the  last 
trip  she  ever  made  on  the  Sonth  Park. 
"Sam's"  last  mishap  was  in  a  collision 
where  he  was  about  to  jump  before  they 
struck,  but  he  was  caught  in  the  gang- 
way, and  his  remaining  leg  was  sacri- 
ficed. Strange,  too,  but 1  ■  Sam"  recovered 
from  this,  had  sticks  fitted  to  both 
stumps,  and  ran  locomotives  on  the  Den- 
ver &  Rio  Grande  and  the  Rio  Grande 
Western,  nntil,  like  many  another,  he 
went  out  intthe  great  strike  of  1884.  He  is 
now  proprietor  of  a  drug  store  in  Salt 
Lake  City. 

In  the  interval  between  her  first  and 
last  trips  on  the  South  Park,  seven  more 
men  lost  their  lives  on  the  "50,"  and  as 
many  had  been  maimed  or  seriously  in- 
jured. Her  last  victim,  previous  to  Sam 
Willard' s  second  wreck  with  her,  was 
Engineer  John  Wiggins,  who  had  both 
legs  broken  by  the  breaking  of  the  back 
side  rod  on  the  engineer's  side,  which 
plowed  and  thrashed  through  the  cab  un- 
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til  the  fireman  brought  the  train  to  a 
stop.  After  Willard's  last  accident  the 
"50"  had  an  extended  season  in  the  back 
shop,  and  about  the  time  she  was  ready 
for  the  paint,  Wiggins  reported  for  duty 
to  the  master  mechanic.  The  latter,  fa- 
cetiously inclined,  suggested  that  he  wait 
a  day  or  two  and  the  "50"  would  be  ready, 
but  Wiggins  saw  no  humor  in  the  re- 
mark, or  at  least  in  the  prospect  of  again 
getting  the  hoodoo.  He  suddenly  discov- 
ered that  he  was  not  so  well  as  he 
thought,  and,  departing  for  home,  didn't 
show  up  at  the  roundhouse  for  a  month, 
calculating  that  the  "50"  had  had  ample 
time  to  get  into  more  trouble  and  be  laid 
up  again. 

However,  Wiggins  and  all  the  rest  of 
the  South  Park  engineers  and  firemen 
had  nothing  more  to  fear  from  the  hoo- 
doo, for  about  this  time  it  suited  the 
Union  Pacific  to  transfer  the  traffic  to  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande.  The  locomotives, 
including  the  "50,"  were  transferred  to 
the  then  narrow  guage  Utah  &  Northern 
Railway,  connecting  Ogden,  Utah,  with 
Butte,  Mont.,  and  passing  through  Idaho. 

This  was  in  the  winter  of  1885-6,  and  in 
the  early  morning  of  the  13th  of  May  of 
the  latter  year,  the  "50's"  headlight  was 
put  out  forever  in  one  of  the  strangest 
and  most  disastrous  wrecks  ever  record- 
ed. As  stated,  the  road  was  a  narrow 
guage,  but  the  management  had  decided 
to  make  it  standard,  and  preparatory  to 
this  work  was  transporting  to  the  north 
end  the  new  sixty-pound  steel  rails  for 
the  standard  guage  track.  Early  in  May 
a  brakeman's  strike— one  of  those  chronic 
eruptions  that  Ed.  Dickinson  used  to  say 
could  originate  nowhere  but  on  the  sev- 
enth and  eighth  districts  of  the  Wyoming 
division  of  the  Union  Pacific— spread  to 
the  Idaho  division,  of  which  Robert 
Blickensderfer  was  Superintendent.  Blick, 
as  he  was  called,  "fired"  the  strikers,  and 
in  a  few  days  was  operating  the  road  with 
a  new,  but  for  the  most  part,  inexperi- 
enced lot  of  brakemen. 

Such  were  the  conditions  when,  on  the 
night  of  May  12,  1886,  the  "50"  carried 
green  signals  for  a  triple  header  as  third 
section  of  Train  527,  the  preceding  sec- 
tion, like  this  one  consisting  of  eleven 
narrow  guage  cars  loaded  with  steel  rails 
and  a  caboose.    These  cars  were  but 


twenty-eight  feet  in  length,  and  in  order 
to  load  the  thirty  four-foot  rails  it  was 
necessary  to  remove  the  brakestaffs.  At 
that  period,  too,  the  use  of  the  automatic 
air  was  confined  to  passenger  trains,  the 
freights  being  handled  by  straight  air. 

The  "50."  piloting  the  "17"  and  "24," 
pulled  out  of  the  terminal— at  that  time 
called  Eagle  Rock,  under  which  name  it 
acquired  a  notoriety  that  the  town  thought 
to  rid  itself  of  it  by  adopting  the  present 
more  romantic  name  of  Idaho  Falls.  At 
a  snail-like  pace  the  three  engines  drag- 
ged their  load  up  the  3  per  cent  grade 
toward  the  divide  which  marks  the  bound- 
ary of  Idaho  and  Montana,  and  about 
3:30  a.  m.  of  the  13th  were  within  five 
miles  of  Dry  Creek,  the  next  telegraph 
station,  with  a  steep  pull  before  them. 

The  second  section  had  reached  Dry 
Creek,  and  there  received  orders  to  do 
some  switching,  which  the  conductor, 
with  his  two  green  brakemen,  both  of 
whom  were  making  their  first  trip  over 
the  road,  proceeded  to  do.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  place  the  eleven  cars  of  steel  on  a 
siding,  the  switch  of  which  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  yard  had  not  been  disturbed 
and  was  still  set  for  the  main  line.  While 
the  men  were  working  elsewhere,  the 
cars,  being  on  a  slight  grade,  and  with  no 
brakes,  began  to  move  down  the  hill,  and 
one  of  the  brakemen,  noticing  it,  jumped 
on  the  first  car  to  set  a  brake.  As  stated, 
all  the  brakestaffs  "had  been  removed  to 
accommodate  the  rails,  but  the  brakeman 
was  not  aware  of  t hat-fact,  and  hoping  to 
avoid  a  derailment  in  the  yard,  he  jumped 
off  and  ran  ahead  to  the  open  switch, 
which  he  threw  for  the  main  line.  Then 
he  mounted  the  cars  to  set  the  brakes 
which  were  not  there,  and  crazed  with  the 
sudden  realization  of  his  blunder  and  its 
possible  consequences,  he  jumped  from 
the  runaway  cars  and  ran  wildly  into  the 
sagebrush  where  a  sheriff's  posse  found 
him  four  days  later. 

In  the  first  mile  the  heavily-laden  cars 
had  attained  the  velocity  of  an  express 
train  on  the  heavy  down  grade,  but  they 
had  yet  four  miles  to  run  before  they  met 
the  up  coming  third  section,  piloted  by 
the  hoodoo  "50."  A  comparison  of  time 
made  subsequently  to  the  disaster  show- 
ed that  not  more  than  four  minutes  had 
elapsed  between  the  time  the  cars  were 
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run  oat  on  the  main  line  and  their  meet- 
ing the  up-coming  train.  The  combined 
weight  of  the  eleven  cars  and  their  lading 
was  450,000  pounds,  and  at  the  given  rate 
of  speed  let  some  mathematician  calcu- 
late the  force  of  the  impact,  allowing  a 
rate  of  six  miles  per  honr  for  the  up  com- 
ing train.  The  latter  could  see  only  as 
far  as  the  headlight  of  the  "50"  penetrat- 
ed the  darkness,  and  the  three  engine 
crews  were  all  unconscious  and  equally 
unwarned  of  approaching  danger. 

George  Flood  was  engineer  of  the  "50," 
and  Jimmy  Clark,  a  mere  boy,  was  his 
fireman.  George  Oram  and  Billy  Purdie/ 
were  on  the  "17,"  and  Bert  Chapman  and 
Azel  Reach  on  the  "24."  Jimmy  Clark 
was  down  putting  in  a  fire  when  the  crash 
came,  and,  according  to  the  verdict  of  the 
coroner's  jury,  was  "killed  in  four  differ- 
ent places."  Every  flue  in  the  "50's" 
boiler  was  driven  back  through  the  boiler- 
head,  through  the  coal  pile,  and  actually 
through  the  two  sheets  forming  the  back 
of  the  tank,  and  rails  weighing  half  a  ton 
apiece  accompanied  the  flues  side  by  side. 
Flood  was  pinned  into  the  cab  and  was 
scalded  externally  and  internally  with 
steam  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  con- 
sidered as  good  as  dead,  though  the  de- 
cision was  a  hasty  one. 

The  crew  of  the  second  engine  was 
knocked  out  of  the  cab  and  escaped  prac- 
tically unhuit,  though  Oram  maintains  to 
this  day  that  he  was  sent  flying  through 
the  air  over  his  own  tank  and  over  Chap- 
man's engine,  and  that  he  finally  landed 
on  Chapman's  tank.  On  Chapman's  tank 
he  was  found,  sure  enough,  but  that  he 
climbed  into  it  while  dazed  by  the  horri- 
ble force  of  the  collision,  is  the  general 
belief.  Chapman  himself  was  injured  by 
being  thrown  out  of  his  cab,  but  Keach, 
his  fireman,  had  his  right  leg  caught  and 
smashed  to  a  pulp  in  the  gangway.  Poor 
Azel!   He  deserved  to  live,  for  his  cour- 


CONDUCTOR.  767 

age  was  superb.  Whipping  out  his  knife 
he  cut  off  the  shattered  member,  thus 
freeing  himself.  He  then  crawled  into 
the  sagebrush,  and,  with  his  handker- 
chief and  a  sage  limb  which  he  cut, 
formed  a  torniquet  and  stopped  the  flow 
of  blood.  Then  he  composed  himself  in 
the  cold  of  the  early  dawn  and  awaited 
the  arrival  of  the  relief  train.  He  died 
in  the  hospital  of  blood  poisoning  four 
days  later.  Flood,  whose  condition  ap- 
peared so  much  more  serious,  recovered, 
and  is  still  in  service  on  the  same  piece 
of  track,  as  are  also  Oram,  Chapman  and 
Purdie. 

At  the  wreck,  daylight  revealed  a  sight 
magnificently  terrible.  The  rails  from 
the  runaway  cars  had  wreaked  awful  ven- 
geance on  the  miscreant  "50,"  and  had 
she  been  made  the  target  for  a  large 
calibre  cannon,  her  demolition  could  not 
have  been  more  complete.  There  was 
just  nothing  left  of  her  but  her  squatty 
drivers,  and  to  these,  even,  the  taint  of 
Jonahism  attached  so  strongly  that  they 
were  condemned,  and  the  "50,"  with  two 
more  victims  added  to  her  already  long 
list,  was  forever  marked  vacant  on  the 
equipment  list. 

Other  rails  were  shot  like  arrows  for 
200  feet  ftom  the  point  where  the  collision 
occurred,  and  after  winging  their  half 
ton  of  weight  through  the  air,  drove 
themselves  a  third  of  their  length  into 
the  earth.  Not  a  single  car  in  either  train 
was  fit  for  re-building,  and  the  body  of 
the  caboose  was  sheared  off  just  above 
the  sills.  None  of  the  train  crew  was  in- 
jured, however,  as  one  brakeman  was  in 
the  cupola,  above  the  damage,  and  the 
other  and  the  conductor  were  lying  on 
the  lockers. 

So  passed  the  Jonah  of  the  South  Park, 
and  with  her  going  went  many  a  sigh  of 
relief  from  enginemen  who  knew  her  his- 
tory. 


THE  Co  Jo  AND  Fo  K»  WRECKING  CREWo* 

There  was  always  a  cruel  and  relentless  kee.  Manikee  was  a  small  town,  but  it 
war  waging  between  the  C.  J.  &  F.  K.  didn't  know  it.  In  its  own  estimation, 
Railroad  Company  and  the  town  of  Mani-    Manikee  was  a  metropolis,  and  it  pained 
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Manikee  that  the  C.  J.  &  F.  K.  Railroad 
had  not  recognized  that  fact. 

Manikee  felt  certain  that  the  C.  J.  &  F. 
K.  Railroad  owed  most  of  its  prosperity 
to  the  fact  that  Manikee  was  on  the  line. 
Yet  the  railroad  seemed  singularly  un- 
mindful of  all  that  it  owed  to  Manikee. 
Several  things  had  happened  to  widen 
the  growing  breach  between  the  town  and 
the  railroad.  One  of  the  things  that 
hurt  Manikee  most,  was  the  running  of 
the  St.  Louis  cannon  ball  express  through 
the  town  at  the  rate  of  about  a  mile  a 
minute.  If  the  people  of  Manikee  wanted 
to  go  to  St.  Louis  on  this  particular  train, 
they  had  to  drive  six  miles  south  to  a 
town  named  Hamptonvilie,  the  hated  rival 
of  Manikee. 

Manikee  had  wailed  loudly  over  what  it 
called  the  unjust  discrimination  of  the 
railroad  company,  and  the  company  had 
sent  a  man  all  the  way  from  St.  Louis  to 
explain  to  Manikee  that  the  reason  the 
train  stopped  at  Hamptonvilie,  was  be- 
cause there  was  another  railroad  there 
which  crossed  the  C.  J.  &  F.  K.  at  grade, 
and  therefore  both  roads  were  compelled 
by  the  State  law  to  bring  their  trains  to 
a  dead  stop  at  the  junction.  But  Manikee 
refused  to  accept  the  apology.  The  ex- 
press stopped  at  Hamptonvilie,  and  there- 
fore it  ought  to  stop  at  Manikee. 

To  be  sure,  there  were  hardly  three 
persons  a  week  who  would  have  boarded 
the  train  at  Manikee  if  it  had  stopped 
there,  but  just  the  same,  the  fact  that  the 
cannon  ball  express  did  not  stop  at  Mani- 
kee, made  a  deadly  enemy  of  the  town 
against  the  railroad. 

The  Town  Council  passed  the  most 
strict  laws  against  the  railroad  running 
trains  through  the  town  at  a  greater 
speed  than  thirty-five  miles  an  hour,  and 
the  town  marshal,  Jake  Salters,  used  to 
stalk  the  freight  trains  like  a  deer  hunter 
and  arrest  them  every  time  they  left  a 
freight  train  lying  over  a  crossing  for  one 
second  over  three  minutes.  When  a  box 
car  would  be  left  blockading  the  street 
longer  than  the  time  fixed  by  the  town 
council  of  Manikee,  Jake  would  converge 
on  the  scene,  waving  his  cane  and  hold- 
ing his  watch  as  high  as  his  head.  "Sur- 
render, surrender,  gul  darn  ye,"  the  town 
marshal  would  command.  "Surrender, 
b'gosh.   Ye've  kept  thet  ther*  crossin' 


clused  for  four  minits,  and  th'  law  says 
ye  shall  only  clus  it  fer  three  minits. 
Come  on,  darn  ye,  to  jail." 

Jake  would  arrest  the  conductor  of  the 
train  and  a  brakeman  or  two,  if  he  could 
find  them,  and  march  them  down  to  the 
office  of  'Squire  Rubens,  where  ther 
would  be  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes before  the  station  agent  could  get 
them  released. 

One  night,  three  brakemen  were  ar- 
rested for  keeping  a  crossing  closed  for 
four  minutes.  The  agent  piteously  pro- 
tested that  the  freight  train  could  not  be 
delayed,  but  the  president  of  the  tows 
board  was  relentless  and  the  three  men 
were  locked  up,  and  the  freight  train  had 
to  wait  on  the  side  track  until  a  crew 
could  be  sent  down  from  Hilton  to  take 
the  places  of  the  men  held  in  durance  vile. 
The  three  brakemen  did  not  remain  in 
jail  quite  as  long  as  the  jubilant  citizens 
of  Manikee  thought  they  would.  The 
brakemen  got  tired  of  staying  in  the  cala- 
boose about  midnight,  so  they  broke 
down  the  door  and  went  away  on  the 
midnight  passenger  train.  After  that,  it 
was  hard  to  keep  the  railroad,  men  in  the 
calaboose.  They  had  a  way  of  breaking 
down  the  door  or  tearing  the  bars  out  of 
the  chimney,  that  was  discouraging. 

Finally  the  town  of  Manikee  voted 
money  to  build  a  new  calaboose.  It 
wasn't  to  be  large,  but  it  was  to  be  tighter 
than  a  drum,  and  so  constructed  that 
there  would  be  no  breaking  out  of  it.  It 
was  built  within  a  couple  of  weeks,  as  it 
was  not  more  than  twelve  feet  long,  by 
about  ten  wide.  But  it  was  made  of  heavy 
timber  and  the  door  was  made  of  oak  that 
would  have  defied  an  ax  to  chop  down. 
There  was  one  little  window  near  the 
roof,  not  more  than  six  inches  wide  and 
about  two  feet  long,  so  that  even  if  the 
iron  bars  were  pulled  out,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  slimmest  brakeman  on 
the  C.  J.  &  F.  K.  Railroad,  to  squeeze 
himself  through. 

"Now,  gul  darn  ye!"  said  marshal  Salt- 
ers, as  he  shoved  conductor  Tom  Dono- 
van and  brakeman  Jim  Rodgers  into  the 
hot  little  hole.  "I'll  guess  yewon'tbreak 
out  of  that  in  a  hurry." 

"Good  heavens!"  said  Jim  as  he  sat 
perspiring  in  the  mean  little  calaboose. 
"I  would  sooner  be  shut  up  in  a  smoke 
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house.  If  this  is  what  we're  going  to  get 
as  a  regular  thing  in  this  town,  I  think 
I'll  hunt  another  job.". 

"Well,"  said  the  brakeman,  "I  guess 
we're  up  against  it,  but  the  worst  part  of 
this  business  is  to  think  of  the  boys  swel- 
tering in  this  bake  oven  in  summer. 
What  train  is  that  whistling?  Guess  it 
must  be  the  wrecking  train  that's  been 
tap  to  Cerro  to  put  those  b'ox  cars  on  the 
track." 

"Jim,"  said  the  conductor,  suddenly, 
"if  that  train  stops  here,  whistle  or  some- 
thing and  see  if  you  can  get  Pat  Harris, 
the  boss  of  the  wrecking  crew,  to  come 
over  here.   I  want  to  talk  to  him." 

The  train  stopped  and  the  brakeman 
blew  a  siren-like  note  that  lured  Mr.  Har- 
ris to  the  calaboose  window,  where  he  had 
a  long  talk  with  the  gentlemen  behind 
the  bars.  Mr.  Harris  seemed  quite  taken 
with  the  proposition  advanced  by  the 
conductor. 

"It's  a  go,  Tommy,"  said  the  boss. 
"The  kellyboose  is  only  about  tin  feet 
from  the  track  an*  'twill  be  aisy.  We're 
a  goin'  now  ten  miles  beyant  an'  we'll 
come  back  about  midnight  an'  do  the 
trick  thin." 

At  about  12:30  o'clock  the  wreck  train 
came  quietly  back  to  Manikee.  The  car 
on  which  is  placed  the  big  crane  stood  on 
the  track  nearest  the  calaboose. 

A  jail  delivery  had  been  planned,  but  a 
jail  delivery  on  a  scale  that  would  have 


alarmed  a  hardened  jail  breaker.  The 
door  of  the  calaboose  was  too  heavy  to 
be  readily  beaten  in  with  an  ax,  and  be- 
sides a  few  blows  would  have  awakened 
the  town  marshal  and  his  vigilant  staff, 
who  were  quietly  sleeping  in  their  homes 
a  short  distance  down  the  street.  The 
wrecking  boss  had  a  much  better  plan. 
The  great  crane  was  swung  outward  by 
the  crew,  and  the  heavy  chains  dropped 
down  around  the  calaboose.  Then  with 
much  squeaking  and  groaning  the  cala- 
boose was  lifted  bodily  into  the  air  and 
deposited  on  the  freight  car. 

The  wonder  and  consternation  in  Mani- 
kee the  next  day  was  something  startling. 
Who  had  stolen  the  jail?  Of  course  the 
railroad  company  was  under  suspicion, 
but  nothing  could  be  proved.  The  town 
council  offered  $25  reward  for  the  return 
"of  the  Manikee  town  calaboose,  stolen 
by  unknown  parties  on  the  night  of  May 
8th,"  but  nobody  appeared  to  claim  the 

reward. 
• 

The  disappearance  of  the  calaboose 
seemed  to  take  the  nerve  out  of  Manikee. 
The  town  was  never  quite  the  same  after 
that.  The  other  towns  all  about  guyed 
the  place  until  some  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens moved  away.  The  town  council 
withdrew  the  blue  laws  against  the  rail- 
road, and  now  the  road  keeps  their  trains 
on  the  crossing  for  half  an  hour  if  they're 
so  inclined. 


/AY  DINNER  PAH-. 

SB.  E.  SHEA  SCREEN. 


O.  there  it  is.  all  polished  bright— 

My  dinner  pail  I 
It  journeys  with  me  every  night—  . 

My  dinner  pail ! 
And  with  me  through  the  sunny  days. 
Along  the  crooked  iron  ways. 
Right  close  at  hand  it  always  stays— 

My  dinner  pail  1 

I  would  be  lost  without  it  sure— 

My  dinner  pail! 
For  I  could  not  my  "  sickness  "  cure 
Without  this  pail : 


And  when  we're  safely  "into  clear." 
And  till  the  rumblings  I  can  hear 
Of  coming  train,  that's  drawing  near— 
I  bold  this  pail. 

But  as  I  take  the  dainties  (?)  up- 
All  dough— or  stale. 

And  of  the  restaurant  coffee  sup. 
Prom  out  my  pail. 

I  think  about— 'tween  meat  and  bun— 

An  angel :  hope  she'll  cook  things  done. 

With  which  to  fill— when  we  are  one— 
My  dinner  pail  I 
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THE  PRUIT  OP  ANARCHY. 


The  month  of  September,  1901,  has  re- 
corded upon  its  pages  one  of  the  foulest 
deeds  in  the  world's  history.  Our  Presi- 
dent, William  McKinley,  came  to  his  end 
at  the  hand  of  an  assassin  at  Buffalo,  New 
York,  while  shaking  hands  with  a  people 
among  which  he  knew  no  distinction  of 
race  or  color. 

William  McKinley  was  a  kind  and  gen- 
ial servant  of  the  public,  a  gracious  re- 
flector of  their  judgment  and  their  enthu- 
siasm. His  noble  deeds  will  ever  be  cher- 
ished by  his  countrymen  and  looked  upon 
as  a  living  monument  by  coming  genera- 
tions, in  the  ranks  of  the  immortals  he 
has  taken  his  place  forever  and  far  be- 
yond the  reach  of  hate  and  envy,  of  bul- 
let and  assassin,  he  stands  beautified 
with  Lincoln  in  the  memory  of  his  coun- 
trymen and  garlanded  with  the  laurel 
wreath  of  victory  whose  leaves  can  never 
fade.  His  life  work  was  devoted  to  the 
upbuilding  of  the  country  he  loved  so 
dearly  and  everywhere  do  we  see  evi- 
dences of  the  great  mind  that  conceived 
those  plans  that  have  been  the  means  of 
drawing  together  not  only  our  own  peo- 
ple which  were  separated  by  sectional 
lines  for  so  long,  but  while  he  dominated 
our  affairs  his  influence  was  felt  in  every 
civilized  country  on  the  globe,  establish- 
ing the  most  cordial  relations. 

His  speech  at  Buffalo  enshrined  him  in 
the  hearts  of  the  workingman  and  the 


common  people  from  whose  ranks  be 
sprung.  Yet  while  his  words  had  scarce- 
ly ceased  ringing  in  the  ears  of  those 
who  heard  him  the  assassin's  shot  rang 
out,  and  was  followed  by  the  words,  "I 
did  my  duty."  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  Czolgosz  was  commissioned 
to  commit  the  crime.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  all  his  conduct  is  based  upon 
anarchistic  doctrine.  He  will  forfeit  bis 
worthless  life  in  consequence  of  his  act, 
but  that  matters  not  to  him.  He  went 
into  the  commission  fully  expecting  such 
an  end  as  will  be  meted  out  to  him.  He 
has,  from  the  standard  of  an  anarchist, 
achieved  a  brilliant  success,  and  his  ex- 
ample will  be  followed  by  others  if  pos- 
sible. Civilization  must  do  all  it  can  to 
make  it  impossible.  Anarchy  must  be 
made  infamous  with  prevention  as  sure 
as  punishment.  All  teaching  and  incit- 
ing of  murder  and  murderous  doctrines 
should  be  punishable  with  death. 

Treason  has  been  suggested  as  a  name 
for  any  attempt  upon  the  life  of  the  Pres- 
ident or  other  high  official  of  the  United 
States,  but  before  this  could  become  a 
fact  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  would  be  necessary, 
which  at  present  provides  only  as  follows: 
In  levying  war  upon  the  United  States  or 
in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them 
aid  and  comfort.  The  right  to  freedom 
of  speech  would  also  have  to  be  abridged 
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for  no  one  will  deny  that  the  privilege'  of 
free  press  and  free  speech  constitute  the 
▼ery  soil  in  which  anarchy  thrives.  Con- 
gress has  power  to  make  laws  providing 
for  punishment  with  death  any  attempt 
mpon  the  life  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  or  other  high  officials,  in- 
cluding all  conspiracies  of  a  like  nature, 
if  it  will  do  so;  it  has  also  the  power  to 
prevent  importation  into  this  country  of 
such  persons  as  are  known  to  hold  an- 
ancastic sentiments  or  who  cannot  con- 
tribute to  its  welfare.  Our  institutions 
are  held  too  sacred  to  longer  permit  these 
infernal  red  rags  to  disgrace  our  land. 
If  the  purpose  of  our  laws  cannot  be  sub- 
served without  the  enactment  of  Federal 
laws  making  anarchy  an  capital  punish- 
ment, then  let  it  be  done. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Dolliver,  our  Iowa  senator, 
made  use  of  the  following  vigorous  lan- 
guage before  an  audience  in  the  Coli- 
seum at  Chicago,  and  which  will  be  heart- 
ily endorsed  by  every  reader  of  The  Con- 
•uctor : 

91  The  government  of  the  United  States 
has  given  no  attention,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  several  states  but  little,  to 
the  activity  in  many  of  our  cities  of  or- 
ganizations, inconsiderable  in  numbers, 
which  boldly  profess  to  seek  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  government  and  all  law.  Their 
creed  is  openly  written  in  many  lan- 
guages, includitrg  our  own,  and  its  dev- 
otees the  world  over  do  not  try  to  con- 
ceal the  satisfaction  which  they  take  in 
these  deeds  of  darkness. 

The  crime  of  the  6th  of  September, 
though  evidently  committed  under  the 
influence  if  not  the  direction  of  others, 
easily  baffles  the  courts,  because,  being 
without  the  common  motives  of  murder, 
it  leaves  no  tracks  distinct  enough  to  be 
followed,  and  for  that  reason  escapes 
through  the  very  tenderness  of  our  sys- 
tem ot  jurisprudence  toward  persons  ac- 
cused on  suspicions,  however  grave. 

A  government  like  ours  is  always  slow 
to  move  and  often  awkward  in  its  mo- 
tions, but  it  can  be  trusted  to  find  effect- 
ive remedies  for  conditions  like  these,  at 
least  after  they  become  intolerable.  But 
these  remedies,  in  order  to  be  effective, 
must  not  invade  the  sense  ot  justice 
which  is  universal,  nor  the  traditions  of 
civil  liberty  which  we  have  inherited  from 
•ur  fathers. 

The  bill  of  rights,  written  in  the  Eng- 
lish language,  stands  for  too  many  cen- 
turies of  sacrifices,  too  many  battlefields 
sanctified  by  blood,  too  many  hopes  of 
mankind,  reaching  toward  the  ages  to 
come,  to  be  mutilated  in  the  least  in  or- 
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der  to  meet  the  case  of  a  handful  of  mis- 
creants whose  names  nobody  can  pro- 
nounce. Whether  the  secret  of  this  ghast- 
lv  atrocity  rests  in  the  keeping  of  one 
man  or  many  we  may  never  know,  but  if 
the  President  was  picked  out  by  the  hid- 
den councils  for  the  fate  which  overtook 
him,  there  is  a  mournful  satisfaction  in 
the  fact  that  in  his  life,  as  well  as  in  his 
death,  he  represented  American  manhood 
at  its  best. 

I  have  studied  with  some  degree  of  care 
such  literature  as  the  working  creed  of 
anarchy  has  given  to  the  modern  world, 
and  in  all  the  high  places  of  the  earth  it 
could  not  have  chosen  a  victim  whose  life 
among  men  made  a  more  complete  an- 
swer to  its  incoherent  programme  of  en- 
vy and  hatred  and  idleness  and  crime. 
Without  intending  to  do  so,  it  has 
strengthened  the  whole  frame  work  of 
the  social  system,  not  only  by  showing 
its  own  face,  but  by  lifting  up  before  the 
eyes  of  all  generations  this  choice  and 
master  spirit  of  our  times,  simple  and 
beautiful  in  his  life,  lofty  and  serene  in 
death. 

The  creed  of  anarchy,  in  common  with 
all  kindred  schools  of  morbid  social  sci- 
ence, teaches  that  only  the  children  of  the 
rich  find  their  lives  worth  living  under 
our  institutions,  and  therefore  in  order  to 
emancipate  the  poor,  these  institutions 
must  be  overthrown.  The  biography  of 
William  McKinley  records  the  successful 
battle  of  at  least  one  young  man  in  the 
open  arena  of  the  world,  and  tells  the 
story  of  his  rise  from  the  little  school- 
house,  where  he  earned  the  money  to  com- 
plete his  own  education,  to  the  highest 
civic  distinction  known  among  men. 
One  life  like  that  put  into  the. 
light  of  day,  where  the  young  men 
of  America  can  see  it,  will  do  more 
for  the  welfare  of  society  than  all  the  pro- 
cessions that  ever  marched  behind  beer 
wagons  through  the  streets  of  Chicago, 
carrying  red  flags,  can  ever  do  it  harm. 
The  creed  of  anarchy  knows  no  country, 
feels  in  its  withered  heart  no  pulse  of  pa- 
triotism, sees  under  no  skies  the  beauty 
of  any  flag — not  even  ours,  that  blessed 
symbol  now  draped  in  morning  which 
lights  us  this  time  of  national  affliction 
with  the  splendor  of  the  great  republic. 
*     *      *      *       *       *  **» 

The  creed  of  anarchy  rebels  against  the 
state,  and  with  infinite  folly  proposes 
that  every  man  should  be  a  law  unto  him- 
self. It  is  more  mischievous  because 
more  pretentious  than  the  common  levels 
of  crime,  for  without  disdaining  the 
weapons  of  the  ruffian ,it  does  not  hesitate 
to  seek  shelter  under  the  respectability 
that  belongs  to  the  student  and  the  re- 
former. 

It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  these 
conspirators,  working  out  their  nefarious 
plans  in  secret,  in  the  dens  and  caves  of 
theearth,  enjoy  an  unconscious  co-opera- 
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tion  and  side-partnership  with  every  law- 
less influence  which  is  abroad  in  the 
world.  Legislators  who  betray  the  com- 
monwealth, judges  who  poison  the  foun- 
tains of  justice,  municipal  authorities 
which  come  to  terms  with  crime— all  these 
are  regular  contributors  to  the  campaign 
fund  of  anarchy. 

That  howling  mass,  whether  in  Kansas 
or  Alabama,  that  assembly  of  wild  beasts, 
dancing  in  drunken  carousal  about  the 
ashes  of  some  negro  malefactor,  is  not 
contributing  to  the  security  of  society;  it 
is  taking  away  from  society  the  only  se- 
curity it  has.  It  belongs  to  the  unenrolled 
reserve  corps  of  anarchy  in  the  United 
States.  Neither  individuals  nor. corpora- 
tions nor  mobs  can  take  the  law  into  their 
own  hands  without  identifyingthemselves 
with  this  more  open,  but  hardly  less  odi- 
ous attack  upon  the  fortress  ot  the  social 
order.  The  words  which  came  spontane- 
ously to  the  lips  of  William  McKinley  as 
he  sank  under  mortal  wounds  and  saw  the 
infuriated  crowd  pressing  about  his  as- 
sailant, ought  to  be  repeated  in  the  ears 
ot  the  officers  of  the  peace  from  one  end 
of  the  land  to  the  other,  in  all  the  years 
that  are  to  coir?  -"Let  no  one  hurt  him; 
let  the  law  La  ice  its  course." 

The  creed  of  anarchy  teaches  that  pop- 
ular government  is  a  fraud  and  that 
enactments  made  by  the  people  for  them- 
selves are  no  more  sacred  than  arbitrary 
decrees  promulgated  by  tyrants  and  en- 
forced by  bayonets.        *       *      *  * 

Anarchy  says  "Vote  no  more."  The 
example  of  William  McKinley,  who  in 
a  public  service  of  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  half  of  it  in  the  field  of  con- 
troversial politics,  never  once  disparaged 
the  motives  of  those  who  did  not  agree 
with  him,  nor  spoke  an  unkind  word  of  an 
opponent,  who  allowed  neither  the  cares 
of  business  rJor  the  fatigue  of  travel  to 
nullify  his  influence  as  a  citizen,  and  never 
failed  at  any  election  to  stand  uncovered 
before  the  ballot  box  in  the  precinct  where 
he  had  a  right  to  vote,  already  has  famil- 
iarized his  countrymen  with  the  higher 
ideals  of  civic  duty  which  dedicate  the 
heart  and  brain  and  conscience  of  Amer- 
ica to  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs. 

The  creed  of  anarchy  despises  the  obli- 
gations of  the  marriage  contract,  im- 
peaches the  integrity  of  domestic  life, 
enters  into  the  homes  of  the  people  to 

fiull  down  their  altars  and  subject  the 
amily  relation,  which  is  the  chief  bond 
of  society,  to  the  caprices  of  loafer  and 
the  libertine.  ****** 
The  fatal  word  in  the  creed  of  anarchy 
is  "atheism."  Until  that  word  is  spoken, 
until  all  sense  of  the  moral  government 
of  the  universe  and  the  spiritual  signifi- 
cance of  human  life  is  lost,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  conceive,  much  less  to  execute, 
this  malignant  propaganda  against  the 


rights  of  mankind.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  think  or  speak  unkindly  of  the  noted 
men,  many  of  them  living  a  life  of  schol- 
arly seclusion,  remote  from  the  practical, 
everyday  problems  which  confront  the 
police  of  all  countries,  who  in  the  last 
generation  have  made  the  most  influential 
contributions  to  the  speculative  literature 
of  atheism.  I  doubt  whether  their  influ- 
ence will  be  permanent,  either  for  good 
or  evil. 

No  man  who  brings  nothing  with  him 
except  a  blind  faith  in  natural  laws, 
which  nobody  made  and  nobody  adminis- 
ters, will  ever  find  a  permanent  disciple- 
ship  in  a  world  like  this.  It  is  their  mis- 
fortune that  their  works  have  had  the 
most  influence  among  those  who  have 
been  least  able  to  understand  them.  •  * 

We  believe  that  the  red  flag  of  anarchy 
should  never  again  be  permitted  to  float 
under  the  same  sky  with  the  Stars  and 
Stripes.  "Anarchy  has  its  foundations 
in  atheism,  which  leaves  the  universe 
Godless  and  therefore  without  govern- 
ment. Only  when  a  man  ceases  to  believe 
in  God  does  he  appeal  to  murder  and 
ruin.  Anarchy  'does  not  believe  in  any 
judgment  or  in  any  consequences  eter- 
nally attached  to  an  act  of  wrong.  We 
see  its  product  and  result  in  the  loath- 
some assassin,"  are  the  words  of  Dr. 
Gunsaulus.  "Our  civilization  is  grounded 
in  Christianity.  It  believes  in  God  as  the 
supreme  ruler  and  the  ultimate  court  of 
justice."  That  there  are  anarchists  ii 
almost  every  community  will  not  be  de- 
nied, but  they  are  extraneous.  Their 
assassination  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  no  more  effect  upoa 
the  firmness  of  our  institutions  than  a 
pea-shooter  would  have  upon  the  pro- 
tected sides  of  the  battleship  Iowa.  The 
blow  aimed  at  the  government  fell  short 
for  want  of  power,  but  struck  down  one 
whom  we  loved;  a  man  of  lofty  aim,  of 
pure  purpose,  of  mighty  mind,  of  tender 
heart,  of  sublime  soul— even  as  the  en« 
came  bowing  his  head  in  submission  t« 
the  Divine  will— "Thy  will  be  done." 

His  life  was,  indeed,  one  worthy  of 
emulation.  In  the  coming  years  when 
the  eulogist  seeks  a  name  to  fire  the 
heart  of  right  ambition  and  teach  the 
truth  that  real  greatness  springs  from 
virtue,  loyalty  ana  love,  he  will  turn  away 
from  those  crowned  kings  and  throne* 
monarchs,  from  dusty  archives  and  fallen 
nations  of  the  past,  to  point  to  our  illus- 
trious martyred  President  whose  mem- 
ory we  bless. 
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A  CODB  POR  C. 

"The  Art  of  Seeing  Things'*  is  the  cap- 
tion of  an  editorial  in  Railway  Loco- 
motive Engineering,  and  applies  to  in- 
spectors in  yards  whose  duty  is  to  ex- 
amine the  equipment  for  defects.  Possi- 
bly the  same  subject  has  come  to  the 
minds  of  every  conductor  at  some  time 
or  another  during  his  career,  but  never 
until  the  present  has  the  matter  been 
brought  before  the  Master  Car  Builders' 
Convention  with  a  view  to  testing  the 
perceptive  qualifications  of  men  who  look 
after  the  defects  of  cars  in  the  yards. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  to  our  readers 
we  reproduce  the  article  in  full: 

The  Master  Car  Builders'  Association 
have  appointed  a  committee  to  formulate 
a  code  for  the  examination  of  car  inspect- 
ors. This  is  an  entirely  new  departure  in 
the  way  of  examinations,  for  it  is  not  in- 
tended so  much  to  show  what  a  man 
knows  about  a  car  as  to  prove  his  ca- 
pacity for  detecting  defects  which  might 
cause  an  accident  if  overlooked.  It  is 
decidedly  a  move  in  the  right  direction 
and  one  which  ought  to  be  extended  to 
many  other  departments  of  industry. 

The  appointment  of  the  committee  was 
made  as  an  endorsement  of  remarks  made 
by  Mr.  G.  W.  Rhodes  and  Mr.  W.  E. 
Symons  at  the  Master  Car  Builders'  Con- 
vention on  the  question:  "Cannot  the 
general  work  of  car  inspectors  be  im- 
proved by  giving  more  attention  to  eye- 
sight and  neanng  of  the  men?"  Mr. 
Rhodes  made  a  strong  plea  in  favor  of 
the  habit  of  observation  Deing  more  cul- 
tivated, and  held  that  cultivating  the 
habit  of  seeing  things  was  of  special 
value  to  railway  men,  particularly  to  car 
inspectors.  He  said  that  much  stress  had 
been  laid  on  good  inspection  of  engines  and 
roundhouses,  but  how  many  of  us  exam- 
ine the  eyes  of  the  men  who  do  the  inspect- 
ing? It  is  the  same  with  the  selection  of 
car  inspectors.  Those  making  the  selec- 
tion are  not  careful  enough  to  find  out  if 
the  man  seeking  the  position  has  the 
physical  qualities  to  make  an  efficient  in- 
spector—viz., good  eyesight  and  hearing. 
Mr.  Rhodes  mentioned  a  case  where 
trucks  were  breaking  down  on  the  road 
after  being  inspected  and  investigation 
proved  that  two  of  the  inspectors  had 
very  defective  eyesight  and  could  not  see 
dangerous  defects. 

Mr.  Symons  directed  attention  to  the 
practice  of  employing  men  as  car  inspect- 
ors when  they  were  unfit  for  train  service 
through  age  and  infirmities;  it  was  a 
common  practice  to  employ  such  men  as 
car  inspectors.  He  sighted  a  case  where 
an  inspector  with  defective  eyesight  per- 
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mitted  a  car  to  leave  a  terminal  with  14 
inches  of  a  wheel  flange  gone  and  it  re- 
sulted in  a  wreck  which  cost  $14,000. 

The  practice  of  employing  men  with 
defective  vision  to  fill  the  important  posi- 
tion of  car  or  locomotive  inspector  is  no 
doubt  too  common,  but  the  greatest  evil 
and  that  which  is  most  widespread  is  the 
employing  of  men  Who  have  normal  vision 
but  have  no  faculty  of  observation.  They 
go  about  with  good  eyes  wide  open,  but 
they  do  not  see  anything  in  particular. 
The  proper  examination  as  to  the  fitness 
of  a  man  for  the  position  of  inspector 
will  require  him  to  go  over  some  cars  or 
locomotives  in  daylight  and  at  night  and 
detect  defects  which  are  known  to  exist. 

Oar  system  of  education  is  responsible 
to  a  great  extent  for  the  lack  of  observ- 
ing habits  common  to  most  of  our  popu- 
lation, especially  the  male  part.  Our 
schools  and  colleges  educate  too  much 
by  the  cultivation  of  memory  and  to« 
little  by  the  development  of  the  observ- 
ing faculties.  In  Europe  it  is  very  com- 
mon to  have  medical  students  study  bota- 
ny, not  for  what  they  will  learn  about 
plants,  but  for  the  training  the  science 
gives  to  the  observing  faculties.  Those 
who  have  gone  through  this  training  say 
that  the  study  of  botany  has  been  very 
useful  in  helping  them  to  diagnose  dim- 
cult  cases  of  sickness.  Training  that 
enables  doctors  to  tell  what  is  likely  t« 
be  the  matter  with  a  human  being  ought 
to  be  even  more  useful  in  helping  the 
people  to  diagnose  the  diseases  of  an  in- 
animate machine. 

Some  people  are  naturally  of  observing 
habits,  but  there  are  very  few  with  the 
gifts  of  Sherlock  Holmes  among  us,  but 
assiduous  training  will  greatly  improve 
the  least  observing  of  mankind. 

The  historian,  Macaulay,  was  said  t« 
have  such  a  tenacious  faculty  for  seeing 
.things  that  by  looking  into  a  shop  win- 
dow as  he  passed  he  could  enumerate  all 
the  articles  exhibited.  That  was  phe- 
nomenal; but  something  near  that  ac- 
complishment can  be  acquired  by  ordi- 
nary people  if  the  tendency  of  observing 
things  is  cultivated.  As  a  rule,  women 
possess  better  observing  faculties  than 
men ;  but  it  is  not  that  nature  endowed 
them  more  liberally  with  the  gift,  but 
that  they  cultivate  it  more  industriously. 
A  girl  who  has  not  reached  her  teens  will 
return  from  church  and  tell  what  every 
one  of  her  acquaintances  wore,  but  her 
brother  cannot  tell  a  thing  about  how  his 
boy  acquaintances  were  dressed.  That 
is  not. a  high  species  of  observing  habits, 
but  the  cultivating  of  it  tends  to  lead  into 
higher  lines.  As  a  rule,  female  authors 
are  more  correct  than  men  in  describing 
scenes  and  people  connected  with  their 
writings,  and  the  origin  of  it  may  be  the 
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observing  habits  cultivated  in  noting  the 
dress  of  their  friends. 

In  nearly  all  departments  of  industry 
close  habits  of  observation  will  increase 
a  person's  efficiency.  This  is  likely  to  be 
emphatically  true  with  trainmen.  It  is 
very  important  that  a  locomotive  should 
be  thoroughly  inspected  on  finishing  a 
journey  and  that  the  enginemen  should 
always  be  searching  for  defects.  To  do 
this  efficiently,  much  practice  is  neces- 
sary, and  we  think  that  the  ability  to  de- 
tect defects  ought  to  form  part  of  the 
examination  for  promotion. 

Many  people  who  have  a  natural  apti- 
tude for  observing  things  allow  the  talent 
to  lie  latent  because  they  have  received 
no  influence  to  stimulate  its  use.  We 
once  knew  a  somewhat  coarse  boiler- 
maker  who  did  wonders  to  stimulate  the 
observing  faculties  of  shop  boys.  This 
boilermaker,  whose  name  was  Laurie, 
was  engaged  on  roundhouse  work,  and 
he  always  had  a  boy  ,  helper,  who  was 
generally  the  youngest  apprentice.  After 
coming  out  from  the  first  firebox  they  had 
worked  in,  Laurie  would  ask  the  boy, 
"How  many  tubes  are  in  that  boiler?" 
The  answer  generally  was  that  he  did  not 
know,  as  he  had  not  counted  them.  "How 
many  do  you  think  there  are?"  would  be 
the  next  question,  and  it  would  be  pressed 
until  the  boy  made  a  guess,  and  as  it 
would  likely  be  far  from  being  correct, 
the  boy  would  be  called  a  numskull  and 
other  uncomplimentary  names.  Next 
time  questions  would  be  asked  about 
other  parts  of  the  boiler  or  engine ;  but 
as  long  as  the  boy  was  with  Laurie  he 
could  depend  upon  being  catechised 
daily.  The  result  nearly  always  was  that 
the  boy  would  get  to  studying  details,  to 
be  able  to  answer  expected  questions,  and 
the  habit  thus  acquired,  as  a  rule,  became 
permanent. 

Perhaps  there  is  not  one  conductor  but 
has  experienced  results  arising  out  of 
overlooked  defects  more  or  less  serious 
in  nature.  While  we  do  not  wish  to  enter 
into  unjust  criticism  against  the  Master 
Car  Builders'  department,  we  must  say 
that  in  our  opinion  the  men  who  consti- 
tute the  average  force  in  connection  with 
this  class  of  work  are  not  specifically 
fitted  for  it.  It  has  been  our  observation 
that  any  man  who  has  served  as  a  com- 
mon laborer  upon  the  "rip"  track  for  a 
few  months  is  deemed  qualified  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  inspector.  It  is  true, 
that  among  these  same  laborers  we  find 
men  peculiarly  fitted  for  this  class  of 
work,  but  as  a  general  rule  the  majority 


are  failures.  We  have  in  mind  men,  too» 
who  are  considered  first  class  workmen 
on  the  repair  track,  but  are  a  dismal 
failure  when  detailed  to  inspect  trains. 
Why  this  should  be  so  we  cannot  tell,  but 
it  is  a  fact,  nevertheless ,  which  demon- 
strates that  good  workmen  are  not  always 
good  inspectors.  There  is  another  class 
of  men  who  should  not  be  permitted  to 
work  in  either  capacity.  Without  refer- 
ring to  any  of  the  several  incidents  of 
which  we  have  personal  knowledge  we 
will  relate  an  incident  that  occurred  un- 
der the  supervision  of  a  well-known  chief 
inspector,  that  shows  to  what  ends  some 
men  will  go  to  get  work  off  their  hands 
and  off  the  repair  tracks.  A  loaded  car 
was  set  on  repair  track  for  lug  bolts  and 
follower  bolts.  The  lug  was  gone  entirely 
and  only  three  bolts  held  the  drawbar, 
which  was  hanging  to  the  followers  as 
already  described.  A  new  lug  was  fast- 
ened to  the  car,  raising  the  drawbar. 
The  bolts  that  were  holding  the  drawbar 
were  drawn  up  and  in  the  places  of  the 
broken  follower  bolts  pieces  of  bolts  were 
driven  in  with  nut  on  lower  side  to  give 
the  impression  that  a  full  set  of  bolts 
had  been  inserted  from  the  inside  and 
driven  down  through  the  floor  in  the 
proper  places.  Fortunately  the  deception 
was  discovered  by  the  chief  car  inspector, 
who  noted  the  seal  had  not  been  broken. 
Whether  many  of  the  defects  that  are 
constantly  causing  disaster  may  not  be 
attributed  to  a  disposition  to  slight  the 
work  we  have  no  means  of  knowing ;  we 
do  know,  however,  that  all  men  are  not 
dishonest  in  this  respect.  Heavily-laden 
cars  with  broken  sills,  cars  off  center  and 
sand  planks  dragging  upon  the  rail  have 
all  been  passed  and  o.  k'd  by  inspectors 
within  our  knowledge.  There  must  be 
some  reason  for  this.  If  it  is  chargeable 
to  lack  of  vision  or  faculty  of  observation 
then  they  are  unfit  to  assume  the  duties 
and  perform  the  work  upon  which  so 
much  depends. 

It  needs  no  proof  to  convince  us  that  a 
code  for  the  examination  of  car  inspect- 
ors is  a  step  in  the  right  direction  and 
one  which  should  have  been  taken  long 
ago. 
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RIGHTS  OF  CAPITAL.  AND  LABOR. 


The  rights  of  capital  and  labor  is  a 
subject  that  is  drawing  into  the  forum 
of  public  opinion  men  in  almost  every 
walk  of  life.  Economists  find  in  it  a 
basic  principle  upon  which  the  whole 
superstructure  of  society  rests.  It  is  a 
subject  that  is  claiming  the  attention  of 
our  most  profound  thinkers  and  is  pro- 
voking discussions  between  those  who 
maintain  different  view  points.  Just  why 
there  should  be  a  variety  of  opinion  on 
the  subject  is  open  to  conjecture,  but  if 
we  were  to  venture  an  opinion  as  to  the 
reason  we  should  say  it  is  because  so 
many  writers  base  their  arguments  upon 
theory  rather  than  fact,  and  owing  to 
their  ignorance  of  the  practical  conditions 
that  surround  the  laborer,  they  are  in- 
clined lo  build  up  a  theory  that  is  en- 
tirely wrong  or  which  overlooks  the  real 
or  primary  cause  of  all  the  differences 
that  exist  between  capital  and  labor. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Williams  in  an  article  on  the 
above  caption  writes  to  the  Chicago  Re- 
cord-Herald as  follows: 

In  The  Record-Herald's  "Battle  Ground 
of  Modern  Thought"  have  recently  ap- 
peared many  interesting  articles  on  the 
topic  of  labor.  About  all  of  them  appear 
to  have  been  written  from  an  academic 
standpoint.  As  a  bona  fide  wage-earner 
I  venture  to  offer  a  few  opinions  from  a 
wage-earner's  view  point. 

It  is  said  that  sometimes  even  the  doc- 
tors disagree.  It  may  be  noted  that  my 
views  differ  somewhat  from  that  of  the 
crowd.  Mark  the  opposite  views  of  these 
two  observers  of  a  man  who  is  taking  the 

Elace  of  a  striker.  One  observer  extends 
is  right  hand,  throws  out  his  chest  and 
says:  "There  is  a  free  American  citizen 
exercising  his  right  to  sell  his  labor  at 
whatever  j>rice  it  pleases  him  to  accept— 
a  right,  sir,  that  must  be  protected  at  any 
cost."  The  other  observer  does  not 
grow  "chesty"— not  at  all.  He  heaves  a 
sigh  from  the  very  depths  of  his  vitals 
and  says:  "That  poor  fellow  'scabs'  for 
the  same  reason  that  the  prodigal  son 
'fain  would  have  filled  his  belly  with  the 
husks  that  were  fed  to  the  swine'— -he  is 
hungry." 

As  a  wage-earner  I  would  like  first  of 
all  to  say:  "God  bless  our  would-be 
friends,  but  at  the  same  time  save  us 
from  them." 

The  daily  papers  quite  recently  printed 
a  letter  written  by  an  eminent  archbishop, 
in  which  that  good  man  emphasized 
earnestly  the  preciousness  and  sacred- 
ness  of  this  right  of  every  workingman 


to  sell  his  labor  for  any  price  that  he  is 
willing  to  accept.  Oftentimes  when  the 
light  of  past  events  is  let  in  to  shine  upon 
the  present  many  things  are  seen  unno- 
ticed before.  Justin  McCarthy  in  "A 
History  of  Our  Own  Times,"  tells  briefly 
of  the  women  that  worked  in  the  English 
coal  mines  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago.  The 
women's  work  was  to  drag  tram  cars  from 
one  tunnel  to  another.  The  roofs  of  the 
passageways  were  so  low  that  they  were 
compelled  to  work  on  hands  and  knees. 
One  end  of  a  chain  was  fastened  to  the 
tram  car,  the  other  end,  passing  between 
the  legs,  (the  women  wore  trousers,)  was 
attached  to  the  neck  and  shoulders.  And 
so  they  worked  on  hands  and  knees  day 
after  day,  year  after  year,  passing  the 
time  of  life  as  in  death,  under  the  ground, 
but  with  this  difference— in  death  they  lie 
at  rest,  in  life  they  toiled. 

But  there  was  one  blessing  that  was 
not  shut  out  from  them  along  with  the 
sunshine— the  liberty  and  right  to  work 
for  any  price  they  pleased — to  exercise 
that  "liberty"  which  the  archbishop  tells 
us  is  precious  and  sacred.  Was  there 
ever  an  error  so  damned  that  specious 
words  could  not  give  it  fair  outward 
form,  and  bigotry  blessed  with  a  text? 
When  parliament  passed  an  act  finally 
prohibiting  employment  of  women  in  coal 
mines  the  same  old  howl  about  individual 
rights  was  heard  as  we  hear  it  today. 
Many  good  people  besides  the  mine  own- 
ers stood  aghast  at  the  idea  of  the  very 
government  "presuming  to  dictate  who 
they  should  hire."  It  was  pointed  out 
then,  as  it  often  is  today,  that  the  work- 
ers themselves  were  uncomplaining;  that 
only  the  meddlesome  agitators  were  cre- 
ating the  disturbance.  But  the  act  was 
never  repealed.  Hundreds  of  these  flat- 
chested,  crook-back  daughters  of  Eve, 
unsuited  for  other  labor,  were  sent  to  the 
workhouses. 

It  is  not  the  gun,  but  the  bullet  that 
kills.  The  deadly  viper  would  be  a  harm- 
less thing  but  for  the  poison  behind  his 
fangs.  A  powerful  "trust"  in  its  contest 
with  labor  would  be  as  powerless  as  a 
child  but  for  the  poor  man  that  takes  the 
place  a  striker  quits. 

A  great  many  legal  rights  are  moral 
wrongs.  Any  man  has  a  legal  right  to  be 
a  drunkard.  Any  man  has  a  legal  right 
to  keep  his  family  in  squalor  ana  to  make 
life  for  them  an  earthly  hades.    An  em- 

Jrtoyer  has  not  the  right,  not  even  the 
egal  right,  to  import  a  Chinaman  or 
other  cheap  laborer,  but  any  workingman 
has  a  legal  right  to  adopt  the  Chinese 
level  of  living  and  to  pull  down  his  fel- 
low workman,  who  is  struggling  to  lift 
himself  a  step  higher  on  the  social  lad- 
der, that  he  may  have  some  of  the  things 
that  make  life  worth  while. 
However,  since  for  one  man  to  take  an- 
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other  job  at  a  less  price  is  a  right  that 
cannot  be  legally  restrained;  since  it  is  a v 
right  that  must  be,  and  will  be  protected, 
even  to  the  last  soldier,  if  necessary, 
what  remedy,  from  a  wage-earner's  view, 
would  I  suggest?  What  would  I  have 
done  about  it?  Well,  the  question  is  a 
corker.  There  is  probably  no  specific, 
but  -I  would  like  to  say  that  some  men  are 
like  some  horses,  they  may  be  led  where 
they  cannot  be  driven. 

I  would  suggest  that  our  would-be 
friends,  the  preachers  and  the  teachers, 
cease  their  milk  and  water  drivel  about 
liberty,  freedom  and  the  flag  and  preach 
and  teach  the  eternal  truth  of  things.  It 
is  unreasonable  to  expect  an  employer  to 
pay  more  for  his  help  than  he  has  to.  It 
is  downright  idiocy  to  expect  he  can  pay 
more  for  his  help  than  the  profits  of  his 
business  will  warrant. 

But  under  the  "trust"  system  it  is  now 
possible  for  the  employer  (the  trust)  to 
increase  wages  and  shorten  the  time  of 
labor  without  cost  to  the  trust.  This,  of 
course,  within  reasonable  limits.  The 
trust  can  compensate  itself  by  increasing 
the  selling  price  of  the  product,  and  so 
taking  it  out  of  the  consumer.  The  con- 
sumers are  all  of  the  people,  and  nine- 
tenths  of  all  the  people  are  wage-earners. 

Mr.  Williams  sees  the  proposition  from 
the  laborer's  standpoint,  and  is  inclined 
to  treat  the  situation  in  a  logical  manner. 
There  are  many  other  laborers,  who,  like 
Mr.  Williams,  have  long  since  seen  the 
folly  of  heaping  abuse  upon  the  trusts  as 
a  means  of  redress,  but  there  are  those 
whose  short-sightedness  makes  it  impos- 
sible to  grasp  the  real  situation  and  they 
go  raving  about  those  things  abstract 
rather  than  the  concrete.  If  there  be 
such  thing  as  rights  they  must  first  be 
established  in  the  eyes  of  the  law.  All 
the  remonstrances  against  the  injustice 
arising  out  of  the  operation  of  trusts 
which  affect  that  which  we  consider  per- 
sonal privilege,  amount  to  nothing  un- 
less those  privileges  and  rights  are  estab- 
lished under  the  laws.  The  unjust  deci- 
sion of  an  umpire  cannot  be  appealed 
from,  and  the  decisions  of  our  Supreme 
Court  that  have  defined  the  boundaries 
of  organization  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
controling  certain  commodities  stands 
much  in  the  same  relation  to  its  subjects. 
We  proclaim  the  decision  unfair  and  un- 
just, but  we  would  be  foolish  to  look  to 
the  trusts  themselves  for  any  advantage. 

Augustus  Lynch  Mason,  in  the  Chicago 
Tribune,  suggests  a  remedy  that  seems 
to  our  mind  the  only  logical  solution  of 


the  problem  that  laboring  men  are  trying 
to  solve,  and  upon  which  we  believe  the 
public  welfare  depends.   He  says: 

To  my  mind  the  supreme  danger  of 
trusts  lies  in  the  concentrated  control  of 
industry  and  capital.  Thus  the  steel 
trust  has  twenty-one  directors  who  abso- 
lutely control  the  company,  with  over  a 
billion  dollars  of  capital,  which  accord - 
inh  to  Russell  Sage,  amounts  to  one-sev- 
entieth of  the  wealth  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  said  that  the  bonds  and  stock  of  the 
steel  trust  may  belong  to  a  vast  number 
of  people.  So  also  did  the  land  of  Eu- 
rope under  the  feudal  system.  It  was  the 
centralized  control  of  land  which  gave  the 
feudal  lord  such  power,  and  it  is  the  cen- 
tralized control  of  industry  and  of  its  in- 
vested capital  in  a  few  directors  which  is 
at  once  the  power  and  danger  of  the 
trust. 

The  injury  to  the  public  is  not  confined 
to  the  mere  matter  of  price.  I  can  pro- 
duce a  hundred  witnesses  who  have  had 
dealings  with  trusts  to  the  effect  that 
even  if  the  monopoly  price  can  be  en- 
dured, the  arbitrary  methods  of  the  mo- 
nopolist in  respect  to  time  of  delivery  of 
goods,  route  by  which  goods  are  shipped, 
correction  of  mistakes  in  bills,  refusal  to 
fill  subsequent  orders  until  all  prior  dis- 
putes are  settled  according  to  the  mono- 
polist's view,  the  preference  of  one  cus- 
tomer over  another,  even  to  the  latter's 
financial  ruin,  and  in  a  thousand  other 
ways  inflict  injury  upon  the  public. 

Take  the  case  of  the  employe.  If  the 
laboring  man  expects  trusts  to  pay  higher 
wages  because  they  make  more  money, 
let  him  not  be  deceived.  If  a  trust  have 
an  industrial  monopoly,  partial  or  com- 

Elete,  if  it  is  the  only  employer  of  certain 
inds  of  skilled  labor,  how  can  the  em- 
ploye reasonably  expect  a  benevolent 
raise  of  wages  from  the  monopoly?  The 
danger  to  the  laboring  man  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  subject  of  wages.  It  extends 
to  all  sorts  of  exactions,  injustice  and  op- 

Eression.  It  means  that  a  man  discharged 
y  the  monopoly  cannot  go  to  another 
employer  for  work  in  which  he  is  skilled. 
There  is  no  other  employer. 

While  the  trust  can  secure  a  monopoly 
and  force  down  the  price  of  raw  material 
which  it  purchases,  labor  unions  have  no 
such  monopoly  of  life's  necessities  and 
always  force  up  the  price  by  competitive 
demand.  Hence  the  trust  and  its  mem- 
bers have  an  inevitable  advantage  over 
united  labor,  and  that  advantage  is  the 
result  of  the  corporation  charter  granted 
by  the  state. 

The  anti-trust  laws  passed  by  congress 
and  various  legislatures,  which  prohibit 
the  formation  of  combinations  and  mono- 
polies and  punish. the  same  with  fine  and 
imprisonment,  are  largely  failures,  be- 
cause these  laws  have  simply  driven  com- 
binations of  individuals  into  single  cor- 
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porations.  The  anti-pooling  provisions  of 
the  interstate  commerce  law  and  the  fed- 
eral anti-trnst  law  have  done  more  to 
precipitate  railroad  consolidations  than 
any  other  one  thing  in  the  history  of  the 
business.  The  attempted  remedy  made 
the  evil  worse  than  before.  Better  to 
have  an  illegal  railway  pool,  as  at  com- 
mon law,  with  occasional  rate  wars,  than 
for  railroad  owners  to  form  giant  conti- 
nental monopoly  corporations. 

Any  legislation  against  trusts  must  not 
only  be  directed  against  the  evil,  but  it 
must  be  right  and  just  in  itself. 

I  believe  that  whenever  a  corporation 
desires  to  issue  stock  or  bonds  in  pay- 
ment for  property  or  services  instead  of 
cash,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  it 
should  be  required  to  make  a  showing  to 
the  circuit  court  of  the  county  in  which 
it  is  located,  asking  for  authority  so  to 
do,  and  the  amount  of  securities  author- 
ized by  the  court  to  be  issued  in  payment 
for  the  property  or  services  described 
ought  not  to  exceed  their  fair  cash  value. 
The  consolidation  of  corporations  and 
the  sale  or  lease  of  their  entire  business 
or  property  should  have  the  strictest 
supervision  by  the  state.  It  should  not 
be  permitted  except  on  application  to  the 
circuit  court  and  after  showing  to  the 
court's  satisfaction  that  such  consolida- 
tion, sale,  or  lease  will  not  tend  to  pro- 
mote monopoly. 

The  federal  government  possesses  con- 
stitutional powers  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance for  suppression  of  the  trust  evil.  It 
has  been  abundantly  demonstrated  that 
a  great  factor  in  the  growth  of  monopoly 
and  the  suppression  of  competition  is  the 
preference  which  railroads  give  to  certain 
customers  over  their  rivals.  The  federal 
government  has  power  to  extinguish  this 
injustice,  just  as  much  as  the  state  has 
the  power  to  prevent  murder.  The  inter- 
state commerce  law  has  proved  to  be  de- 
fective, but  there  is  no  valid  excuse  for  ' 
the  adjournment  of  any  congress  without 
making  scientific  improvements  in  that 
law.  If  it  were  made  impossible  for  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  or  the  steel  trust 
and  similar  corporations,   by  threats, 


bribes,  or  other  means,  to  secure  prefei- 
ences  over  others  engaged  in  the  same 
business,  one  of  the  principal  sources  of 
the  trust  evil  would  be  dried  up  at  its 
fountain  head. 

Again,  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission should  be  given  power  to  fix  rail- 
road rates  whenever  it  is  shown  that  the 
corporation  is  abusing  the  power  which 
the  people  have  given  it  to  fix  its  own 
rates.  I  do  not  think  that  the  railroads 
and  other  natural  monopolies  should  be- 
long ■  to  the  state,  but  I  do  believe  that 
they  should  receive  scientific  regulation 
and  control.  I  favor  an  amendment  to 
the  federal  constitution  giving  congress 
authority  to  regulate  corporations  which 
#  do  business  or  whose  products  are  manu- 
factured or  used  outside  of  the  state  of 
their  creation,  so  far  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

Let  us  attack  this  disease  by  conserva- 
tive, just,  and  scientific  methods.  Let  us 
neither  belittle  the  evil  nor  fail  in  our 
respect  to  the  rights  of  property.  The 
task  is  difficult,  but  unless  it  can  be  ac- 
complished, unless  the  drift  of  capital 
toward  concentrated  control  can  be 
arrested  so  as  to  check  the  growth  of  mo- 
nopoly, the  time  may  come  when  the 
people  will  break  through  all  the  tangled 
technicalities  of  law  which  have  been 
woven  about  them  and  assert  once  more 
the  natural  and  inalienable  rights  of  man 
as  a  creature  of  God.  Let  us  avoid  such 
a  crisis,  because  history  has  for  it  but  a 
single  name,  and  that  name  is  revolution. 

In  the  main  we  agree  with  Mr.  Mason 
and  we  believe  we  express  the  general 
opinion  when  we  say  that  the  propo- 
sition he  advocates  is  the  only  rational 
way  out  of  the  tangled  technicalities  the 
law  has  woven  about  us.  If  those  who 
pose  as  the  friends  of  labor  will  exert 
their  efforts  along  other  lines  for  awhile, 
giving  rest  to  their  bitter  attacks  and 
drivel,  and  take  up  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Mason,  it  will  be  an  influence  exerted 
in  a  direction  that  will  do  some  good. 


THE  TRAGEDY 

The  recent  outrage  upon  our  President 
has  called  forth  many  utterances  from  an 
excited  people  that  go  to  show  the  im- 
pulsiveness of  the  average  American  to 
act  in  an  emergency.  The  assertion  of 
their  denunciation  of  any  agency  to  which 
such  damnable  outrages  are  given  inspira- 
tion may  grow  less  demonstrative  with 
time,  but  they  will  never  grow  less  sincere. 


AT  BUFFALO. 

Murder  under  any  circumstances  is  appal- 
ling to  the  mind,  but  when  a  bio  wis  aimed 
at  the  executive  head  of  the  nation  it  be- 
comes doubly  so,  for  it  not  only  deprives 
the  community  of  an  upright  citizen,  as 
was  the  case  in  this  instance,  but  strikes 
at  the  sovereign  majesty  of  the  nation. 

Already  arguments  are  brought  to  bear 
that  a  law  must  be  enacted  to  banish  all 
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persons  advocating  anarchy  in  any  shape 
or  form  in  order  to  preserve  the  harmony 
of  onr  government,  and  to  stamp  ont  an- 
archy in  whatever  form  it  exists.  Who 
can  tell  to  what  depth  these  teachings 
have  taken  root  and  who  are  its  disciples? 
It  strikes  us  that  the  means  for  deter- 
mining just  who  these  disciples  are  is 
about  as  vague  as  was  the  proposition 
which  gave  rise  to  the  popular  query, 
"who  struck  Billy  Patterson?"  It  has 
been  asserted  that  with  few  exceptions, 
all  anarchists  in  this  country  are  foreign- 
ers and  that  the  belief  is  of  foreign 
growth  exclusively;  that  its  advocates 
were  born  under  the  more  or  less  tyran- 
nical European  monarchies  and  grew  up 
in  conditions  that  stunted  the  mind  and 
blighted  hope. 

That  Czolgosz,  a  native  of  Michigan, 
educated  in  American  schools,  has  been 
found  guilty  of  revolutionary  anarchy, 
proves  that  anarchy  is  not  confined  alone 
to  aliens  as  its  disciples,  nor  to  those 
who  have  suffered  under  the  tyrannical 
rule  of  monarchs. 

Anarchists  would  have  us  to  believe 
that  pure  anarchy  is  that  ideal  form  of 
government  which  comes  with  the  millen- 
nium, when  holiness  shall  be  triumphant 
throughout  the  world.  They  tell  us  it  in- 
culcates the  philosophical  or  peaceful 
abandonment  of  all  government  and  the 
regulation  of  social  life  by  the  voluntary 
co-operation  of  individuals,  and  the  moral 
influence  of  public  opinion.  In  order  to 
hasten  this  stage  of  affairs  they  demand 
the  destruction  of  all  government  on  the 
principle  that  it  must  by  nature  be  tyran- 
nical, seeking  to  effect  this  end  through 
forceful  revolution.  Such  is  anarchy, 
and  if  the  numerous  doctrines  expound- 
ing new  beliefs  on  this  and  that  method 
of  government  is  constantly  gaining  new 
votaries,  may  we  not  reasonably  expect  to 
find  that  anarchy  has  strengthened  in 
numbers  in  like  ratio?  Who,  then,  are 
those  who  foster  its  principles  or  have 
been  impressed  with  its  teachings?  It  is 
a  big  proposition  which  proposes  to  ban- 
ish all  who  are  anarchists,  and  reminds 
us  of  the  adage,  4  Catch  your  thief  be- 
fore you  hang  him."  The  question  is, 
can  the  nation  or  state,  or  both,  suppress 
the  anarchy? 

In  this  connection  the  Philadelphia 


CONDUCTOR. 

North  American  has  issued  the  following 
proposition  and  sent  a  copy  of  the  same 
to  our  national  legislators  in  all  sections 
of  the  United  states: 

Do  you  favor  the  following  legislation: 
A  law  forbidding  the  entrance  into  the 
United  States  of  those  called  anarchists 
and  believing  in  destruction,  overturning 
and  subversion  of  established  govern- 
ment, and  an  amendment  to  the  naturali- 
zation laws  making  these  principles  a  dis- 
qualification to  citizenship? 

There  was  a  unanimity  of  opinion,  and 
from  everywhere  came  the  answer,  "ban- 
ish all  anarchists!"  Senator  Donelson  of 
Louisiana  expresses  a  conservative  opin- 
ion in  the  North  American,  which  we  re- 
produce herewith: 

I  think  it  wise  and  expedient  to  prose- 
cute anarchists  and  prevent  others  from 
entering  the  United  States.  The  natur- 
alization laws  ought  to  be  so  amended  as 
to  exclude  them,  out  such  an  amendment 
should  be  carefully  worded. 

The  people  have  the  right  to  overturn 
and  destroy  their  form  of  government 
whenever  it  fails  to  meet  the  ends  of  all 
just  governments,  whenever  not  founded 
on  the  consent  of  the  governed  or  when- 
ever its  powers  are  susceptible  of  a  con- 
struction which  places  the  governed  under 
despotism.  But  individuals  banding 
themselves  together  to  murder  rulers  in- 
discriminately should  not  be  permitted  to 
come  into  our  country. 

Despotism  produces  anarchists.  A 
free  government  like  ours,  where  peace- 
ful remedies  for  all  wrongs  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  ought  to  be  exempt 
from  anarchists. 

We  must  take  care  lest  our  republic, 
by  adopting  despotic  rule,  breed  the  as- 
sassin of  governments  and  rulers  like 
some  of  the  governments  of  the  old 
world. 

The  words  of  the  president  when  he 
sank  down  after  the  shot— "Let  no  one 
hurt  him"— were  not  alone  intended  to 
protect  the  assassin  from  bodily  harm, 
but  as  words  of  warning  intended  to 
reach  farther  than  this  miserable  mis- 
creant. He  intended  these  words,  "Let 
no  one  hurt  the  Constitution,  the  sacred 
foundation  on  which  our  free  government 
securely  rests,  and  has  rested  in  security 
since  the  fathers,  sufferers  from  tyranny 
and  seeing  far  into  the  future,  in  their 
deep  wisdom  builded  it." 

This  noble  sentiment,  uttered  in  a  mo- 
ment when  the  heart  would  naturally  turn 
to  condemn  so  dastardly  an  act  as  this, 
exposes  the  true  spirit  and  magnanimity 
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of  the  man.  He  heard  the  violent  ex- 
pressions, so  anarchial  in  themselves  that 
came  qnick  from  the  heart  upon  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  awful  crime,  and  they 
were  perfectly  natural.  But  in  the  midst 
of  tumult  and  suffering,  and  conflicting 
emotions  that  only  himself  knew  he  saw 
the  danger  of  having  our  laws  trampled 
under  foot  and  raised  his  voice  in  the 
appeal,  "let  no  one  hurt  him." 

While  the  excited  expressions  that  come 
to  us  from  our  national  legislators  and 
which  din  our  ears  at  every  corner  make 
us  feel  in  sympathy  with  any  movement 
that  shall  forever  rid  us  of  these  enemies 
of  our  government,  we  feel  that  extreme 
legislation  may  bring  a  condition  that 
will  only  increase  this  evil.  America  has 
been  the  haven  for  free  speech  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years.  During  our  nor- 
mal habits  of  thought  we  have  permitted 
the  anarchist,  the  socialist,  the  single- 
taxer,  the  populist,  the  unionist,  the 
democrat  and  the  republican  to  express 
himself  fully  and  freely  upon  the  views 
he  entertained  without  the  thought  of 
making  a  law  that  should  banish  any  of 
them  for  their  beliefs.  Shall  we  now  per- 
mit ourselves  to  lose  confidence  in  the 
stability  of  our  laws  and  formulate  legis- 
lation that  may  hereafter  be  regretted  ? 

The  Chicago  Record- Herald  says  in 
this  connection : 

But  legislation  certainly  will  not  be 
based  on  any  of  the  extreme  suggestions 
that  have  been  made,  and  even  the  more 
conservative  ones  have  their  difficulties. 

We  should  resent  at  once  a  kind  of  in- 
timation that  somehow  we  have  some- 
thing to  learn  from  governments  which 
deal  m  drastic  laws  and  produce  anarch- 
ists by  their  contempt  for  the  rights 
of  the  people.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we 
have  nothing  to  learn  of  those  govern- 
ments except  an  avoidance  of  their  ways. 
The  great  lesson  they  teach  us  is  that 
anarchy  or  any  other  manifestation  of 
popular  discontent  cannot  be  prevented 
permanently  by  "terrible  and  inexhorable 
punishments. 

We  should  proceed  according  to  meth- 
ods all  our  own,  and  in  every  case  we 
should  be  exceedingly  careful  to  act  in 
conformity  with  the  spirit  of  our  own 
laws. 

Before  we  begin  our  campaign  against 
anarchy  we  ought  to  define  the  crime.  A 
mere  expression  of  the  belief  that  the 
world  would  be  better  without  govern- 
ments can  hardly  be  made  an  indictable 
offense.   Men  may  hold  the  most  radical 


opinions  against  the  present  constitution 
of  society,  as  Count  Tolstoi  does,  and 
still  abhor  all  violence,  and  even  Carry 
the  doctrine  of  nonresistence  by  force  to 
extremes.  On  the  other  hand  a  speaker 
who  incites  to  murder  comes  within  the 
reach  of  our  present  laws,  and  so  do  all 
conspirators  and  all  riotous  and  seditious 
assemblages. 
Ex-Attorney  General  Griggs  approves 
•  the  suggestion  that  any  attempt  on  the 
life  of  the  chief  executive  or  higher  offi- 
cers of  the  government  be  made  a  capital 
offense,  whether  it  succeeds  or  not.  As 
we  have  indicated  before,  there  is  a  just 
sentiment  back  of  this  suggestion  which 
discriminates  between  the  man  and  the 
office,  and  a  law  might  be  passed  to 
gratify  that  sentiment.  But  we  doubt  if 
it  would  have  much  influence  on  men  who 
meant  to  commit  murder. 

What  we  need  now  most  of  all  is  a  re- 
turn to  our  normal  habits  of  thought  and 
to  our  old  confidence  in  the  essential 
soundness  of  our  institutions.  Legisla- 
tion passed  in  the  temper  of  much  of  the 
comment  that  has  been  published  lately 
would  be  most  regrettable. 

Henry  George  says :  "The  first  cry  that 
goes  up  is  to  exclude  anarchism  from  this 
country,  to  refuse  admission  to  any  per- 
sons in  the  least  way  identified  with  an- 
archism in  any  foreign  country.  But  this 
presupposes  that  this  belief  is  of  foreign 
growth,  etc." 

With  the  history  we  have  at  hand  bear- 
ing oh  the  origin  and  growth  of  anarchy 
we  believe  it  leaves  no  question  as  to  the 
country  of  its  birth.  On  the  other  hand 
a  careful  study  of  the  history  of  the 
United  States  from  the  time  it  was  the 
thirteen  original  colonies  to  the  year  1886, 
in  which  occurred  the  memorable  Hay- 
market  massacre  at  Chicago,  we  find 
account  of  them  of  any  consequence. 
Did  these  idiotic  ideas  of  government 
prevail  in  the  minds  of  the  framers  of 
our  copstitution  and  come  all  the  way 
down  through  these  years  to  break  out 
just  now?  We  guess  not 

It  is  true  that  our  argument  favoring  a 
specific  knowledge  of  our  language,  laws 
and  customs  as  a  condition  of  admission 
and  citizenship  in  this  country,  gets  a 
hard  blow  in  the  individual  case  of  Czol- 
gosz,  but  we  appeal  to  common  sense  that 
the  average  individual  who  enters  any 
institution,  whether  social  or  govern- 
mental, with  a  full  conception  of  its  laws, 
will  make  a  better  member  and  a  more 
loyal  citizen  than  those  who  come  here  in 
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ignorance,  to  be  driven  about  like  cattle, 
and  who  imagine  that  the  tyrannical  rule 
of  a  despotic  government  still  over- 
shadows them. 

In  our  opinion  our  immigration  laws 
are  responsible  for  the  tragedy  enacted 
at  Buffalo,  and  are  responsible  for  daily 
tragedies  that  are  being  enacted,  of  which 
no  cognizance  is  taken,  in  which  the  poor  • 
American  laborer  is  the  sufferer.  So  long 
as  ignorance  of  our  customs  and  laws 
prevail ;  so  long  as  the  foreign  horde  is 
permitted  to  land  who  cannot  discern  the 
difference  between  a  free  government  like 
ours  and  a  despotic  government  under 


which  they  lived,  just  so  long  we  will  en- 
danger the  safety  of  our  government  and 
the  lives  of  its  rulers,  and  crush  the  Ameri- 
can workingman  down  to  a  level  with 
those  who  are  forcing  us  to  live  under 
the  worst  of  conditions. 

We  sincerely  regret  the  terrible  tragedy 
that  has  been  brought  upon  us,  but  we 
trust  that  it  will  inspire  us  with  a  proper 
conception  of  legal  procedure  that  will 
serve  to  protect  us  and  future  genera- 
tions from  the  enemies  of  our  government 
and  the  lepers  that  poison  the  minds  of 
the  people  and  drag  them  down  t» 
crime. 


Under  the  caption,  "Immigration  at  the 
Port  of  New  York,"  the  New  York  Labor 
Bulletin  says  in  part: 

The  exceedingly  large  diminution  in 
the  proportion  of  aliens  destined  to  New 
York  State  during  the  quarter  ending 
with  last  March  would  indicate  that  the 
tide  of  immigration  has  begun  a  perma- 
nent flow  from  the  congested  cities  of  the 
east  and  is  finding  an  outlet  to  less  popu- 
lous places  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 
Whether  the  reason  for  this  distribution 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  new  settlers  have 
become  convinced  that  opportunities  for 
employment  in  the  crowded  towns  at  or 
near  the  North  Atlantic  seaboard  have 
diminished  with  the  constant  influx  of 
the  varied  races  from  the  Old  World,  or 
that  there  is  a  demand  for  their  labor  at 
remoter  points  in  the  United  States,  is  of 
course  conjectural,  but  a  more  even  dis- 
tribution of  this  population  throughout 
the  Union  is  certainly  desirable,  and  if 
the  equalizing  process  continues  it  may 

§o  a  long  way  toward  solving  a  very 
notty  problem.  In  the  quarter  named 
32.5  per  cent  of  the  immigrants  announced 
that  they  were  going  to  live  in  New  York, 
but  while  New  York  recorded  a  decrease 
in  the  proportions,  Pennsylvania  had  a 
material  gain,  27.1  per  cent  going  to  that 
state  in  the  first  three  months  of  this 
year,  the  major  portion  taking  up  resi- 
dence in  the  coal  regions. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  magnet  which  is 
drawing  a  majority  of  the  foreign  element 
is  the  prospect  of  employment  in  the 
mines,  based  on  a  knowledge  of  the  re- 
cent labor  disputes  which  always  opens 
competition.  In  a  table  following,  the 
Bulletin  gives  a  tabular  statement  of 
avowed  destinations  of  the  whole  number 


I  AHD  ITS  RESULTS. 

of  immigrants.  The  number  who  avowed 
Pennsylvania  as  their  destination  was 
18,930,  or  twenty-eight  per  cent  of  the 
total  immigration. 

When  we  consider  what  such  an  influx 
means  to  men  who  are  compelled  to  com- 
pete against  such  odds  in  the  labor  mar- 
ket, we  can  better  understand  why  the 
condition  of  the  miners  is  no  better. 
Labor  is  the  same  as  any  other  commod- 
ity and  the  law  of  supply  and  demand 
fixes  the  price  of  it.  At  the  rate  immi- 
grants are  pouring  into  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania the  over- supply  is  bound  to  ef- 
fect the  price  of  wages.  When  the  wages 
of  the  people  in  any  community  suffer  a 
reduction  that  community  must  suffer 
also,  for  the  prosperity  of  every  com- 
munity is  largely  measured  by  the 
amounts  contributed  toward  its  advance- 
ment in  social  and  industrial  improve- 
ments. Of  what  benefit  to  any  commun- 
ity is  an  influx  of  people  who  can  con- 
tribute nothing  to  its  social  or  industrial 
advancement?  One  stands  in  about  the 
same  relation  to  the  other  as  the  loungers 
who  sit  about  the  store  of  the  merchant 
who  has  his  shelves  filled  with  goods 
which  they  are  unable  to  buy.  The  life 
of  our  industries  does  not  depend  upon 
these  men  who  have  nothing  to  spend. 
Cheap  labor  is,  perhaps,  advantageous 
for  many  at  present,  but  there  must  come 
a  time  when  reaction  in  trade  must  be 
felt— when  we  can  no  longer  depend  upon 
foreign  trade  to  take  our  goods  at  the 
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prices  we  ask;  when  our  own  people  can- 
not afford  them  at  home.  This,  however, 
does  not  appeal  to  the  capitalist  as  an 
imminent  cause  for  alarm,  for  without 
dcmbt  they  hope  to  secure  themselves  be- 
fore such  a  catastrophe  occurs,  and  then, 
in  the  language  of  one  of  our  multi-mil- 
lionaires, "The  people  be  damned." 

We  are  not  assuming  to  fix  the  respon- 
sibility upon  any  class  of  capitalists, 
however,  for  the  influx  that  threatens  the 
wage  earner.  They  may  be  responsible 
for  their  presence  in  a  measure,  but  there 
are  other  inducements  equally  alluring 
that  bring  them  to  our  shores  year  after 
year,  and  they  will  continue  to  come  so 
long  as  our  laws  are  such  that  they  are 
permitted  to  do  so.  The  qualifications 
for  admission  into  this  country  are  too 
lax,  as  everyone  knows,  yet  loose  as  they 
may  be  they  are  disobeyed  by  sharks  and 
smugglers  who  are  engaged  in  securing 
the  admission  of  undesirable  immigrants. 

The  following  from  the  Associated  Press 
gives  an  idea  how  this  traffic  is  carried 
•n: 

An  alleged  scheme  to  defraud  the  gov- 
ernment and  evade  the  immigration  laws 
by  securing  the  admission  of  undesirable 
immigrants  by  means  of  forged  papers 
and  collusion  between  ship's  officers  and 
inspectors  of  immigration  has  developed. 
If  the  story  of  an  inspector,  told  to  As- 
sistant Commissioner  of  Immigration 
McSweeny,  is  borne  out  in  court,  there 
will  be  a  general  investigation  of  depart- 
ments in  the  Immigration  Bureau  in  New 
York  City,  says  the  Times.  According  to 
the  inspector's  story,  he  was  approacned 
by  an  officer  of  a  steamship  and  told  of  a 
scheme  to  defraud  the  government,  in 
which  he  was  invited  tp  join.  This 
scheme  in  brief  was  that  immigrants, 
mostly  Italians,  all  of  the  undesirable 
class,  be  entered  on  the  ship's  books  as 
American  citizens  and  on  the  voyage  pro- 
vided with  forged  papers  made  in  Europe 
with  which  to  carry  out  their  claim  of 
previous  residence.  For  this  the  immi- 
grants were  to  pay  $5  each,  and  sixty  or 
seventy  could  be  landed  every  trip.  The 
inspector  reported  to  Commissioner  Mc- 
Sweeny and  was  told  to  acquiesce.  He 
did  so,  and  when  the  ship  arrived  on 
Sunday  the  immigrants  were  landed,  but 
■ever  got  farther  than  the  pier.  The 
ship's  officer  was  then  arrested. 

Another  from  the  Chicago  Record-Her- 
ald says : 

Further  arrests  on  account  of  the  smug- 
gling of  Chinese  across  the  Mexican 
•order  are  expected  to  be  made  tomorrow. 


The  secret  service  officers  who  are  at  work 
on  the  case  report  that  they  expect  to  have 
evidence  sufficient  to  justify  the  arrest  of 
several  more  officers  of  the  Chinese  in- 
spection service,  but  the  treasury  depart- 
ment will  not  give  the  names  of  the  sus- 
pects in  advance  of  the  arrests. 

In  the  case  of  at  least  one  high  official 
the  secret  service  men  report  that  they 
are  fully  satisfied  that  he  is  implicated, 
but  they  have  not  yet  secured  evidence 
that  would  justify  them  in  making  an  ar- 
rest. 

The  conspiracy  involved  men  not  only 
along  the  Mexican  border,  bnt  also  along 
the  line  of  the  railway  from  Nogales  clear 
into  California.  It  is  hoped  by  the  treas- 
ury officials  that  the  unearthing  of  this 
conspiracy  will  put  a  stop  to  most  of  the 
smuggling  of  Chinese  across  the  Mexican 
border,  which  has  been  going  on  for  sev- 
eral years.  The  department  has  known 
that  Chinamen  were  getting  across,  but  it 
was  not  supposed  that  the  very  men  re- 
lied upon  to  keep  them  out  were  helping 
them  in.  It  was  suspected  they  eluded 
the  officers  along  the  long  and  thinly  set- 
tled frontier. 

Recently  as  a  means  of  decreasing  the 
influx  from  Mexico,  the  department  has 
refused  to  allqw  Chinamen  bound  for  that 
country  to  land  at  San  Francisco  and 
other  ports  and  go  over  land  to  Mexico, 
unless  absolutely  satisfied  that  they  in- 
tended to  remain  in  Mexico.  None  of 
those  who  passed  through  the  United 
States  in  transit  to  Mexico  stopped  off 
before  crossing  the  border.  The  rail- 
roads carrying  them  were  compelled  to 
give  bond,  and  in  consequence  every 
train  carrying  Chinamen  to  Mexico  car- 
ried guards,  and  the  Chinamen  were  al- 
ways delivered  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the 
frontier.  Most  of  them  go  back  into  the 
United  States,  however. 

From  the  above  we  can  better  under- 
stand the  spirit  that  prompts  the  work- 
ingmen  of  this  country  to  demand  an 
amendment  to  the  exclusion  act,  provid- 
against  smuggling  immigrants  into  this 
country.  We  would  like  to  see  them  go 
one  better  and  further  amend  the  act  by 
excluding  all  who  are  not  able  to  read  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, intelligently  in  the  English  language. 

Until  some  law  is  enacted  that  requires 
a  specific  degree  of  intelligence  in  every 
immigrant  that  arrives  on  our  shores, 
thereby  making  it  possible  for  him  to 
understand  the  conditions  we  are  striv- 
ing to  better,  so  long  there  will  exist  a 
strife  amongst  them  in  their  struggle  t» 
exist,  which  must  necessarily  grow  worse 
under  the  existing  laws. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  141  has  been  laying:  off  during  the  sum- 
mer, but  resumed  her  regular  run  this  month, 
making  two  regular  runs  each  month  on  the  1st 
and  3rd  Tuesdays,  and  an  extra  run  once  a  month 
that  we  might  term  our  "work  train."  as  it  is  a 
social  at  which  we  spend  the  afternoon  with 
some  Sister  and  sew.  Sisters  York  and  Drew,  our 
delegate  and  alternate  to  the  convention  at  St. 
Paul,  returned.  Sister  York  bringing  a  very  good 
report  of  all  the  business  transacted,  and  Sister 
Drew  a  report  of  a  jolly  good  time.  In  March.  Sis- 
ter Spearman's  mother  gave  us  a  large  piece  of 
Battenbnrg  to  raffle  off.  our  Auxiliary  to  have  half 
they  could  make,  the  other  half  to  be  given  to  the 
donor.  They  made  about  seventeen  dollars.  The 
piece  was  won  by  our  newest  member.  Sister  T. 
Evans.  Our  last  work  social  was  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Sister  Buckley,  and  a  neat  sum  realized. 
Sister  Elder  and  her  family  have  left  us.  moving 
to  Liberal.  Kansas,  where  Brother  Elder  has  se- 
cured a  better  position.  We  were  grieved  to  lose 
this  good  Sister,  but  at  the  same  time  are  pleased 
to  know  they  are  to  do.  better.  Before  they  left, 
the  members  of  Auxiliary  141  and  their  husbands 
met  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Hoisington. 
and  from  there  went  in  a  body  to  pay  their  fare- 
well respects  to  Sister  Elder  and  family.  Brother 
Dunning  and  a  couple  of  our  members  who  have  a 
weakness  for  ice  cream  bringing  up  in  the  rear. 
Sister  Elder  was  presented  with  a  silver  bread 
tray.  We  are  about  to  lose  two  more  of  our  mem- 
bers. Brothers  York  and  Tromeldorf.  They  have 
gone  to  the  new  extension  of  the  Rock  Island, 
where  their  wives  will  join  them  as  soon  as  they 
can  secure  houses.  We  wish  them  success  and 
can  cheerfully  recommend  them  to  their  new  ac- 
quaintances as  good,  true  women.  Sisters  Clark 
and  McClelland  have  almost  regained  their  usual 
health.  We  miss  these  good  Sisters  when  they 
are  absent  as  Sister  Clark  is  our  insurance  agent, 
and  Sister  McClelland  our  musician,  and  it  re- 
quires so  much  coaxing  for  Sister  Chittendon  to 
take  her  place.  Sisters  Griffin.  Dunning  and  Bor- 
ders have  returned  from  their  summer  vacations, 
all  having  enjoyed  themselves.  Sister  Cline  has 
been  elected  guard  to  fill  the  chair  of  Sister  Elder. 
We  have  one  dear  little  Sister  away  in  Smithton, 
Pa.:  we  often  think  of  you.  Sister  Cruley.  and  wish 
you  could  meet  with  us  again.  Sister  Kniss.  our 
elected  correspondent,  has  moved  away.  Her  hus- 


band got  a  promotion  but  I  am  unable  to  say  when 
they  are  located.  But  We  trust  soon  to  receive 
their  address.  We  wish  them  success  in  their 
new  home.  We  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  all 
Sisters  to  visit  us  at  our  meetings.  Pro  Tbm. 
Chicago.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  cause  of  the  almost  twelve  months'  silenct 
of  Auxiliary  U's  correspondent  and  absence  from 
the  lodge  room,  are  too  familiar  with  its  members 
to  require  an  apology.  She  wishes  to  express  her 
gratitude  to  the  Sisters  who  stood  by  her  in  her 
trouble.  Special  gratitude  to  Sister  Ryan.  wb« 
made  the  sick  room  and  death  chamber  of  her  Sit- 
ter pleasant  and  brighter  by  her  cheerful,  sunny 
disposition  and  her  untiring  daily  visits. 

Here  is  where  the  teachings  of  our  Order  make 
lasting,  beautiful  impressions;  here  is  where  sweet 
comfort  to  undried  tears  are  brought.  Here  is 
where  the  bond  of  friendship  is  strengthened  by 
kindly  acts  that  are  sweet  indeed.  Brother  Ustick 
of  Division  194  and  Brother  C.  W.  Howard  of  Di- 
vision 3.  were  Brothers  by  kindly  deeds  as  well  at 
in  name.  In  thanking  them  we  only  wish,  wbea 
unavoidable  griefs  come  to  them,  such  kindly  acts 
as  theirs  be  meted  back  to  them  a  hundred  fold  or 
more. 

Our  last  meeting  day  was  indeed  a  pleasant  one. 
Sister  Chum  ley  raffled  off  a  friendship  box.  The 
proceeds  went  to  the  emergency  fund. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  Sisters  Ryan  and 
Stone  entertained  the  L.  A.'s  and  their  friends  at 
the  former's  home,  by  a  lawn  party.  About  one 
hundred  assembled,  and  though  the  rain  con- 
verted it  into  a  house  party,  everybody  had  a  good 
time.  The  solos  rendered  by  Mr.  Collins,  the  reci- 
tations by  little  Miss  Helen  Katy,  the  instrumen- 
tal music  by  Mrs.  Roth  and  the  singing  and  fancy 
dancing  by  her  little  daughter  were  interesting 
features  of  the  day  and  much  enjoyed.  Light  re- 
freshments were  served:  delicious  cakes  were  do- 
nated by  Sisters  Linnens.  Blainey  and  Newland. 
Thanks.  Sisters.  A  beautiful  china  cup  and  sn- 
eer was  won  by  Sister  Kearn  as  the  lucky  one  of 
the  party.  We  learn  Sister  Haberman  has  beet 
seriously  sick,  but  am  happy  to  say  is  convales- 
cent. Seven  of  our  Sisters  attended  the  conven- 
tion at  St.  Paul,  and  words  are  l  inadequate  to  ex- 
press the  praise  they  give  the  St.  Paul  railroad 
people  as  entertainers.   Our  delegate  returned 
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with  a  splendid  and  interesting:  report,  which 
showed  she  was  confined  to  business  regardless 
the  gala  times.  We  have  had  a  steady  growth  of 
membership  this  year,  and  expect  to  initiate  four 
mew  members  at  our  next  meeting.  The  cool 
weather  has  given  us  new  life  and  energy.  The 
seven  dollar  handkerchief  raffled  off  a  short  time 
since  was  won  by  Brother  C.  D.  Kellogg,  worthy 
Chief  Conductor  of  Division  No.  3. 

St.  LouiS.  MO.  CORRKSPONDENT. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  looking  through  the  columns  of  The  Conduc- 
tor I  find  I  am  writing  for  Division  187.  but  would 
say  they  have  their  own  correspondent,  but  where, 
•h,  where?  Our  Sisters  have  just  returned  from 
Klmira.  N.  Y..  where  they  were  attending  the 
mnion  meeting  under  the  instruction  of  our  Grand 
President  Sister  Moore,  and  we  trust  our  Sisters 
will  take  Sister  Moore's  advice  and  follow  more 
closely  the  rules  and  regulations  of  our  Order. 
They  also  gave  the  Oh  Why  degree  to  the  Elmira 
Brothers  in  behalf  of  Auxiliary  8.  I  want  to  thank 
the  Sisters  of  Auxiliary  80  for  their  kindness  shown 
ms  while  in  their  midst.  We  also  extend  many 
thanks  to  the  Brothers  of  Elmira  for  the  free 
trolly  ride  through  their  beautiful  city  and  its  sur- 
roundings. One  of  our  Sisters  had  quite  a  time 
before  she  reached  her  destination.  She  left  Sun- 
bury  at  10  o'clock  a.m..  arriving  at  Elmira  at  9:30 
9.  m.  While  strolling  through  tho  streets  of  Wil- 
liamsport  she  forgot  that  passenger  trains  do  not 
wait  on  passengers  (especially  deadheads.)  We 
had  given  her  up  for  lose,  but  to  our  surprise  when 
we  entered  the  hall,  lo  and  behold,  there  she  sat. 
Now  Sisters,  ai  winter  is  fast  approaching,  let  us 
get  to  work  and  make  our  Auxiliary  one  of  the 
best.  Mrs.  Harry  Kiddle. 

Sunbury.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  88  held  its  annual  outing  at  Lakemont 
Park,  and  was  very  much  enjoyed  by  those  who 
attended  it.  Several  of  the  Brothers  took  the  day 
•ff  to  be  of  the  number,  and  it  was  a  day  well  spe  at. 
Tbey  now  wonder  why  they  did  not  turn  out  each 
year  to  those  little  picnics  at  the  park  whieh  Aux- 
iliary 88  holds.  A  plentifully  spread  table  pre- 
sented an  inviting  appearance  to  the  keen  appe- 
tites of  the  railroad  conductor,  who  seldom  gets  a 
whole  day  in  the  woods  to  enjoy  a  dinner  of  deli- 
cacies and  substantials.  Absent  conductors  you 
missed  a  treat  and  a  day  of  pleasure.  Some  Sis- 
ters were  prevented  from  attending  by  sickness 
and  many  others  were  not  present  for  reasons  un- 
known to  the  writer. 

Sister  Nolte  presented  the  Division  with  a  cush- 
ion and  Sister  Sherman  with  a  tidy,  to  increase 
•ur  treasury.  The  result  proves  very  satisfactory. 
Sister  Sheaffer  brought  the  largest  amount  of 
money,  and  as  a  result  received  the  cushion. 
Brother  Rutter  secured  the  tidy.  The  Auxiliary 
tendered  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Sisters  Nolte  and 
Sherman  for  their  interest  and  kindness  to  our 
Auxiliary.  Brother  and  Sister  Myers  have  a  new 
daughter  at  their  home.  Both  mother  and  daugh- 
ter are  doing  fine,  and  soon  we  hope  to  see  Sister 
Myers  in  Auxiliary  room.    Sister  Grove  is  still 
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confined  to  her  home,  but  we  learn  is  slightly  im- 
proved. Sister  Sheaffer  has  been  absent,  caused 
by  sickness,  but  now  is  feeling  better.  Sister 
Eichelberger  is  in  the  south  at  present,  but  on  her 
return  we  expect  to  see  her  in  Auxiliary  meetings. 
We  were  extended  an  invitation  to  be  present  at 
the  school  of  instruction  to  be  held  in  Elmira.  N. 
Y..  this  month,  but  sorry  to  say  we  cannot  be  pres- 
ent, but  hope  tbey  may  have  a  pleasant  and  suc- 
cessful gathering.  Our  Auxiliary  inspector  rec- 
ommended that  Auxiliary  No.  88  hold  a  school  of 
instruction,  but  our  Auxiliary  at  the  present  time 
is  undecided  in  the  matter.  For  the  past  two  years 
the  Divisions  holding  these  schools  have  given 
such  elaborate  entertainment  and  expensive  ban- 
quets to  visitors,  that  an  Auxiliary  undertaking  to 
hold  those  schools  must  be  well  prepared  financial- 
ly. Why  is  not  a  part  of  this  expense  done  away 
with  on  occasions  like  this  as  recommended  by  our 
Grand  President.  Sister  Moore,  and  all  put  in  on 
the  instruction  imparted  at  these  schools,  as  they 
are  to  benefit  members  of  the  Auxiliary  only,  and 
the  opportunity  is  not  always  afforded  to  many  of 
the  Auxiliary  ladies?  We  are  the  Auxiliary  to 
Division  172.  but  there  never  comes  a  word  from  it 
to  us  through  The  Conductor.  Cannot  any  of 
the  members  of  Division  172  write  a  letter  for  The 
Conductor?  Sister  Dushane  has  been  nursing 
an  injured  husband  and  her  neighbor.  Sister 
Sheaffer.  is  attending  to  the  ailments  and  injuries 
of  her  husband.  Neither  of  the  Brothers  were  ser- 
iously hurt,  and  will  soon  be  at  work.  Hoping  all 
are  prospering. 
Altoona.  Pa.  Mrs.  Mary  McCurdy. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  feel  considerably  alone  'way  off  here  and 
would  like  seeing  our  Grand  President  in  Califor- 
nia, however,  not  being  able  at  present  to  have 
her  come.  We  were  at  some  expense  sending  our 
delegate  to  St.  Paul,  and  being  a  small  Auxiliary 
we  feel  quite  alone,  as  I  suppose  our  Sister  Auxil- 
iaries do  in  this  state,  and  on  that  account  we  felt 
that  we  should  send  a  delegate  to  enlighten  us. 
She  has  returned  now  with  such  a  good  report  and 
informed  us  our  work  was  all  correct.  Our  next 
work  must  be  to  replenish  our  treasury.  We  held 
asocial  enter tai a ment  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  28. 
our  Brother  conductors  kindly  donating  the  use  of 
their  ball  on  that  evening,  our  talent  donating 
their  services  also.  One  of  our  good  Sisters  pre- 
sented us  with  a  band  worked  sofa  pillow,  which 
was  raffled  at  ten  cents  a  chance.  Ice  cream  and 
cake  were  served.  It  proved  both  a  social  and 
financial  success,  clearing  about  $30.  Last  week 
we  enjoyed  an  evening  with  Sister  Allen  in  her 
new  cottage  home,  the  occasion  being  the  birthday 
of  her  husband;  also  the  initiation  of  a  new  piano, 
the  birthday  gift  of  her  husband.  Ice  cream  and 
cake  were  served,  and  at  a  late  hour,  after  good- 
bye's were  said  and  wishing  our  host  and  hostess 
would  be  spared  to  make  many  more  such  pleasant 
parties,  we  took  our  departure.  The  last  meeting 
in  the  month  we  have  a  little  spread  of  what  our 
committee  wishes  to  serve,  and  also  a  ten  cent 
raffle.  Every  Sister  takes  one  or  more  chances  on 
it— this  makes  food  for  our  treasury.  A  committee 
of  four  is  appointed  by  our  president  to  serve  the 
refreshments  and  the  Sister's  names  that  furnish 
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the  raffle  are  taken  alphabetically.  I  wish  more  of 
the  Sisters  would  write  how  they  promote  socia- 
bility. We  have  had  a  very  cool  summer,  only  a 
few  warm  days,  while  we  read  of  eastern  states 
suffering  with  the  heat,  we  are  hunting:  the  sunny 
side  of  the  house.  Through  these  lines  we  wish  to 
thank  Brothers  and  their  wives  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
Iowa,  for  their  kind  and  courteous  treatment  to 
our  Sister  Kellenbnrger  at  the  time  of  her  trouble 
during;  her  stay  there.  Friends  in  Oakland  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Crable.  Grand  Rapids.  Mich., 
are  wondering:  if  they  are  forgotten. 

Our  Order  is  a  noble  one:  may  we  each  try  to  do 
our  part,  working  harmoniously  together,  ever 
ready  to  obey  dnties  and  never  forgetting  our 
motto,  charity  truth  and  friendship. 

Oakland.  Cal.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  my  last  letter  I  said  I  did  not  know  what  form 
our  next  gathering  would  take.  If  I  had  waited  a 
day  longer  to  finish  my  letter  I  could  have  told  you 
for  it  was  a  surprise  on  your  humble  correspond- 
ent and  husband  to  celebrate  our  twenty-fifth  wed- 
ding anniversary.  We  were  too  full  for  utterance. 
The  Rev.  Geo.  Bailey  made  us  a  nice  little  "rail- 
road" speech  and  presented  a  lovely  silver  fruit 
dish,  from  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  which  we  will  al- 
ways cherish  with  happy  remembrances.  We 
hope  the  Sisters  and  Brothers  enjoyed  it  as  much 
as  we  did.  On  the  third  of  July  we  were  pleased 
to  welcome  Sisters  Tracy  and  Miller,  of  Auxiliary 
13.  who  came  to  extend  to  us  an  invitation  to  a  pic- 
nic in  Ogden  Canyon  which  we  accepted.  On  the 
morning  of  July  10th,  we  took  the  car  which  Supt. 
Calvin  of  the  O.  S.  L.  bad  so  generously  placed  at 
•ur  disposal,  and  were  soon  received  by  our  Sis- 
ters and  some  of  the  Brothers  at  the  Ogden  depot, 
where  carriages  were  in  waiting  to  convey  us  to 
the  "Hermitage."  The  invalids  were  given  the 
"cushinged"  seats  (and  we  were  quite  surprised 
to  find  how  many  invalids  we  had).  The  robust 
•nes  of  the  party,  about  twenty  in  number,  came 
next  in  the  drag,  and  the  rest  of  the  party  in  the 
horseless  carriage  brought  up  the  rear.  We  en- 
joyed the  drive  over  the  fine  road  and  were  soon  at 
the  Hermitage.  After  greeting  old  acquaintances 
and .  making  new  ones  and  strolling  around  the 
groves,  we  were  ready  for  the  lunch  call  and 
showed  our  appreciation  of  the  good  things  pro- 
vided by  speedily  disposing  of  them  while  enjoy- 
ing the  eloquent  speech  of  Brother  Korner.  We 
were  sorry  Brother  Jensen's  pictures  were  not 
good.  I  am  sure  he  would  have  had  a  great  de 
mand  for  them  if  they  had  been  a  success.  After 
a  drive  to  the  reservoir  we  started  for  home  tired 
but  happy,  with  pleasant  thoughts  of  our  Sisters 
and  their  hospitality.  We  have  added  two  to  our 
number  since  the  last  letter— Sister  Wheelan  by 
Transfer  and  Sister  Allie  Miller,  a  new  member. 
Our  musician,  one  of  our  charter  members,  has 
been  obliged  to  leave  us.  Such  are  the  changes  of 
railroad  life.  On  July  22  Brother  Wilkins.  G.  S.  C. 
visited  Division  395.  so  the  L.  A.  conspired  to  sur- 
prise the  brothers  with  ice  cream  and  cake.  We 
were  obliged  to  take  Brother  Pilgerim  into  our  con- 
fidence in  order  to  gain  admission  to  the  reception 
room,  where  we  had  the  tables  arranged  when  the 
meeting  adjourned.  The  Brothers  were  surprised 


and  all  had  a  jolly  time.  At  last  we  have  had  our 
G.  P.  with  us.  We  knew  we  needed  her  but  we  did 
not  realize  bow  much  until  we  attended  her  school 
of  instruction.  I  hope  we  can  remember  all  she 
has  tried  so  patiently  to  teach  us  and  surprise  her 
with  our  excellence  when  she  comes  again. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Calvin  seven  of 
Auxilary  150  were  enabled  to  accompany  Sister 
Moore  to  Pocatello.  At  Ogden  we  indulged  in  a 
lunch.  At  Brigham  we  invested  a  few  pennies,  re- 
ceiving many  peaches  therefor,  but  could  find  no 
prunes  for  Sister  Moore.  One  of  the  Sisters  was 
so  busy  greeting  friends  of  her  childhood,  ranging 
in  ages  from  fifteen  to  fifty,  that  we  have  been  pus- 
sling  our  brains  as  to  what  her  age  might  be.  Sis- 
ter Carrie  Moore  kindly  assumed  the  task  of  keep- 
ing us  awake,  for  which  we  offer  her  our  thanks 
and  hope  the  next  trip  we  take  she  will  be  prepared 
again  to  act  as  an  entertainer.  We  arrived  in  Po- 
catello at  6  a.  m.,  with  the  Drumm  leading  the  pro- 
cession, and  after  resting  a  few  hours,  were  escort- 
ed to  the  meeting  of  Division  209  by  two  of  the 
Brothers,  where  we  were  made  welcome.  Sister 
Moore  made  one  of  her  interesting  addresses  and 
several  of  the  Brothers  and  Sisters  made  short 
speeches  and  we  had  a  social  time  after  dismissal. 
In  the  evening  we  attended  the  theatre  in  a  body. 
The  next  afternoon  we  started  for  home.  Sister 
Moore  being  due  in  Ogden  on  the  4th.  We  were 
sorry  to  leave  Pocatello  so  soon  and  hope  to  see  the 
object  of  our  visit  realized  in  the  near  future:  also 
appreciate  the  entertainment  of  Division  209.  We 
were  glad  to  have  the  company  of  Brother  Malloy. 
of  St.  Paul,  on  our  return  trip.  At  Ogden  we  again 
met  Sister  Haggi.  of  Lincoln,  Nebr . .  who  had  been 
with  us  during  the  school  of  instruction.  We  ar- 
rived at  home  at  8.30  p.  m..  tired  but  with  many 
pleasant  memories.  The  next  day  Sister  Presi- 
dent McCullow.  Sister  Couton  and  Sister  Ruggs 
went  to  Ogden  to  attend  the  school  of  instruction 
there,  and  bring  Sister  Moore  back  with  them. 
The  afternoon  of  the  6th,  we  met  Sister  Moore  at 
Sister  McCullow's  for  a  few  hours.  We  took  re- 
freshments and  surprised  Sister  McCullow.  The 
latter  part  of  the  afternoon  was  saddened  by  the 
news  of  the  shooting  of  our  President.  We  were 
sorry  to  bid  our  G.  P.  goodbye:  may  we  all  be  here 
to  greet  her  when  she  comes  again. 
Ogden.  Utah.  Alice  Havenor. 

<3r 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Time  tells  for  all  things.  Let  us  then  be  up  and 
doing  with  a  heart  for  any  fate:  still  achieving  and 
pursuing,  learn  to  labor  and  to  wait.  Now  that  the 
cool  balmy  days  have  come  we  are  looking  forward 
with  eager  hopes  that  our  membership  will  be 
gradually  on  the  increase.  At  our  last  meeting  we 
took  in  two  candidates:  Sisters  Hooker  and  Henret- 
ta.  and  after  lodge  was  over  we  had  refreshments. 
Two  of  tbe  Brothers  honored  us  by  their  presence 
and  we  all  had  a  nice  time.  We  have  three  appli- 
cations out  and  hope  bythe  end  of  the  year  that 
we  will  still  be  gaining  in  membership.  While  we 
have  had  a  very  warm  summer,  we  have  never 
failed  to  have  a  meeting  which  is  the  first  time 
since  we  have  organized,  which  goes  to  show,  for  a 
small  Auxiliary,  that  we  are  not  idle.  While  we 
have  taken  in  many  new  members,  it  seems  to  be 
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our  misfortune  to  lose  tbem.  but  our  loss  is  some 
•ue  else's  gain,  and  for  that  reason  we  should  take 
renewed  interest  and  live  up  to  our  obligations  as 
best  we  can.  The  new  fast  runs  that  have  been 
put  on  by  the  way  from  K.  C.  to  Coffeville  and 
K.  C.  to  Council  Grove,  will  doubtless  cause  the 
removal  of  some  of  our  members.  Many  of  the 
Sisters  or  their  families  have  been  on  the  sick 
list.  Sister  Forester,  who  was  quite  sick,  is  now 
well  again.  Sister  Inskip  has  returned  from  a 
pleasant  visit  with  her  mother  and  Sister.  One 
more  member  has  been  added  to  our  insurance 
list,  but  we  hope  that  more  will  take  it  out  in  time; 
but  promises  are  sometimes  like  pie  crust-they 
arc  too  short.  The  O.  R.  C.  are  taking  in  some 
new  members  and  we  hope  we  can  do  likewise 
and  ret  their  wives.  It  is  some  encouragement 
to  the  Sisters  to  know  that  our  efforts  are  not 
in  vain,  for  after  all  we  have  much  to  be  thankful 
for.  and  in  my  letters  I  must  admit  that  I  may 
have  applied  the  whip  too  sharply,  yet  it  has  been 
to  adjust  the  wrong  and  do  the  right,  but  the  final 
30  has  been  called  and  I  must  go. 
Osawatomie.  Kas.        Mrs.  Joseph  Elliott. 

<$ 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Being  one  of  the  many  that  had  the  pleasure  of 
attending  the  School  of  Instruction  held  in  El- 
mira.  N.  Y..  Sept.  17. 18  and  19. 1901. 1  feel  that  it  is 
my  duty  to  unite  with  others  in  extolling  the  ef- 
forts of  those  who  so  nobly  worked  to  bring  about 
this  meeting  in  our  conservative  East.  We  who 
attend  these  meetings  know  they  are  productive 
of  much  good  and  always  feel  that  the  last  one  we 
attended  was  the  best.  The  program  for  Tuesday 
was  addresses  and:  social  greetings,  the  insur- 
ance and  parliamentary  work.  Wednesday,  Initi- 
ation by  Auxiliary  52:  other  Auxiliaries  partici- 
pating in  the  work  were  Auxiliary  9,  Auxiliary  47 
and  Anxiliary  8.  Wednesday  evening  was  given 
to  a  social  time.  Addresses  by  Mayor  Flood  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Moore.  Grand  President.  Brother  Hew- 
itt presented  Sister  Moore  with  a  beantiful  bou- 
quet to  which  she  responded  in  her  usual  able 
manner.  The  Huntington  floor  work  was  then 
given  by  Auxiliary  80.  and  if  any  of  them  over- 
heard the  comments  on  their  fine  drilling  I  am 
sure  they  would  all  have  had  swelled  heads  the 
next  day. 

The  Oh  Why  degree  was  given  by  the  Sisters 
from  Auxiliary  No.  8.  and  created  no  end  of  fun 
for  those  who  looked  on.  Then  came  the  banquet. 
Such  a  feast  I  Everything  they  bad  was  only  good 
enough  to  eat.  and  eat  we  did.  The  next  day  was 
given  to  the  discussion  of  the  constitution,  ques- 
tion box,  etc..  also  the  trolly  ride  tendered  by  the 
Brothers  of  Division  374.  That  their  kindness  was 
appreciated  one  had  only  to  look  at  the  seventy 
odd  Sisters  who  had  assembled  to  take  advantage 
of  the  same.  The  many  points  of  interest,  Chem- 
ing  Park,  Reformatory,  the  Heights,  etc.,  were 
thoroughly  enjoyed.  Our  last  meeting  was  some- 
what marred  by  the  terrible  calamity  which  has 
overtaken  our  country  by  the  assassination  of  our 


President,  William  McKinley.  Suitable  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  to  be  spread  on  the  minutes  of 
each  Division  represented  and  a  copy  sent  to  Mrs. 
McKinley.  Our  hearts  go  out  in  sympathy  to  the 
bereaved  widow.  How  she  must  miss  him  whose 
first  an  d  last  thought  was  for  her.  Would  that  all 
would  emulate  the  example  set  in  their  home  life 
and  be  all  in  all  to  one  another,  as  life  is  short  at 
the  best,  and  we  know  not  at  what  hour  we  may  be 
called.  Let  us  so  live  that  when  the  golden  gates 
of  eternity  shall  be  opened  unto  u»  we  will  hear 
the  welcome  mandate  "Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy 
Lord.''  Thus  ended  the  meeting.  Some  of  us  went 
on  to  attend  the  Pan-American  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.. 
others  homeward  bound  wishing  that  we  will  soon 
have  another  meeting  as  profitable  and  enjoyable 
as  this  one  was.  Much  success  to  all  L.  A.  and  O. 
R.  C.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Rbinhart. 

Pittsburg.  Pa. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

During  all  the  extremely  hot  weather  of  this 
summer,  when  the  thermometer  registered  as 
high  as  112  deg..  we  never  failed  to  have  a  meeting; 
Sister  Melton,  of  Jackson,  Tenn..  was  with  us  at 
our  meetings  in  April.  We  are  always  glad  to 
welcome  ber  in  our  lodge  room.  On  April  25  Sister 
Phillips,  of  Jackson.  Tenn..  inspected  our  lodge. 
She  complimented  us  very  highly  on  our  work 
and  made  very  few  corrections.  We  are  always 
glad  when  Sister  Phillips  comes,  for  she  has  en- 
deared herself  to  every  member  of  Auxiliary  121 
and  always  helps  us  so  much.  We  gave  a  recep- 
tion in  her  honor  that  evening.  In  one  of  the  two 
contests  of  the  evening  Sister  Phillips  carried  off 
the  prize.  During  the  evening  our  President.  Sis- 
ter Wright,  in  her  usual  pleasant  manner,  pre- 
sented Sister  Phillips,  in  the  name  of  Auxiliary 
121.  a  beautiful  silver  spoon  as  a  token  of  our 
respect  and  love.  Sister  P.  received  it  very 
gracefully  and  made  a  nice  little  talk.  We  en- 
joyed having  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melton  with  us  that 
evening  also.  At  our  first  meeting  in  June  Sister 
McKee,  our  delegate  to  the  convention,  read  her 
report,  which  was  excellent.  Sister  Swartz  was 
with  us  at  our  meeting  August  8.  Sister  Shreve. 
also,  about  that  time.  Come  as  often  as  you  can. 
Sisters,  we  are  always  2]ad  to  see  you.  We  re- 
ceived a  new  member  August  27.  After  initiation 
we  had  a  social  time  and  light  refreshments  were 
served,  which  were  very  much  enjoyed  by  all.  At 
our  first  meeting  in  September  we  donated  $5.00  to 
the  Railroad  Men's  Home.  Sister  Wamsley  enter- 
tained the  Auxiliary  at  her  beautiful  home  some 
time  ago.  Lovely  prizes  were  given  and  re- 
freshments served.  Our  socials  are  such  a  help  to 
our  treasury,  as  well  as  to  each  one  of  us.  One 
word  to  some  of  our  Sisters  who  do  not  attend 
meetings  as  they  should.  Sisters,  please  remem- 
ber your  duty  to  Auxiliary  121  and  let  us  work  in 
harmony,  sharing  each  other'sljoys  and  sorrows, 
then  we  cannot  help  but  succeed.  We  bid  all  Q. 
R.  C.  and  Auxiliaries  God  speed  in  their  work. 

Centralia.  Ills.  Tot 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  a  recent  number  of  The  Conductor  some- 
one deprecated  the  fact  that  nothing  remained  of 
the  important  subjects  that  were  under  discussion 
prior  to  the  last  Grand  Division  to  comment  upon 
or  discuss,  and  that  as  a  consequence  correspond- 
ence must  necessarily  be  starved. 

It  seems  that  a  very  wrong  view  is  taken  of  the 
condition  of  affairs  as  they  exist.  It  is  true  that 
the  last  Grand  Division  did  dispose  of  several 
"paramount"  questions  so  effectually  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  further  words'  on  the  subject  unless 
they  were  favorable  comments  which  brevity 
disposes  of  to  better  advantage  than  a  copious 
flow  of  words;  but  the  very  fact  that  they  are  dis- 
posed of  so  effectually  only  clears  the  field  for  a 
more  abundant  crop  which  is  sure  to  follow  our 
pioneer  efforts  in  the  direction  we  have  taken. 

Perhaps  my  ideas  are  not  original  in  the  propo- 
sition I  am  about  to  make  but  nevertheless  there 
is  something  in  them  that  I  have  never  beard  be- 
fore. I  note  by  the  efforts  made  by  those  in 
charge  of  The  Conductor  that  they  are  trying 
to  lead  us  along  educational  lines  by  the  intro- 
duction of  deeper  lines  of  thought,  mechanical 
and  otherwise.  It  seems  plain  that  their  minds 
have  grasped  a  situation  that  shows  them  that 
we  have  passed  the  preparatory  stage  and  are 
entered  upon  that  progressive  stage  intended  to 
enrich  us  in  those  thoughts  that  give  impetus 
to  any  undertaking.  We  can  not  longer  consider 
ourselves  simply  organizers  of  an  institution  that 
is  to  be.  We  have  reached  our  maturity  and  we 
are  expected  to  show  by  our  work  what  the  old 
machine  will  do  after  so  many  years  of  tinkering. 
We  claim  for  it  that  it  has  enlightened  the  minds 
of  our  conductors  and  broadened  the  sphere  of 
their  usefulness;  yet.  how  many  examples  have 
we  had  that  verify  this  statement?  Outside  the 
execution  of  the  details  of  their  every  day  labors 
but  very  few  venture  outside  the  lines  circum- 
scribing these  duties  to  show  the  members  that 
their  minds  have  been  improved  upon  those  sub. 
jects  that  if  elucidated  would  draw  the  attention 
of  the  world  to  the  brilliant  men  we  have  within 
our  ranks.  Right  here  our  further  progress  is 
blocked  until  we  assume  the  advanced  duties  that 
are  calling  to  us. 

1  was  pleased  to  note  the  article  from  the  pen  of 
Brother  W.  H.  Sbeasby.  of  California,  in  our  Au- 
gust number.  It  is  a  ciedit  to  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors  that  we  have  a  contributor  of 


such  excellence  among  our  number.  We  know 
the  woods  are  full  of  them  and  upon  such  as  thete 
depends  the  progress  of  the  Order  in  the  future. 
We  know.  too.  that  there  are  many  writers  whose 
talents  do  not  lie  among  broad  or  economic  prob- 
lems, but  there  must  be  hewers  of  wood  and  draw- 
ers of  water  in  all  communities,  and  their  efforts 
will  be  appreciated  according  to  their  merits. 
But  let  us  try  to  break  away  from  this  spell  that 
holds  us  in  its  toils,  making  us  slaves  to  a  custom 
that  bids  us  write  matters  of  local  interest  only. 
Such  letters  are  not  educational,  not  progressive 
and  not  calculated  to  lift  us  in  the  esteem  of  the 
world  that  looks  for  something  substantial  from  so 
old  an  organization  as  ours.  There  are  hundreds 
among  us  who  have  prepared  papers  upon  one  sub- 
ject or  another  that  have  been  full  of  merit.  The 
mind  in  the  preparation  of  those  papers  has  been 
centered  upon  the  subject  and  the  most  careful 
analysis  has  been  made  that  was  within  the  power 
to  produce.  Perhaps  weeks  were  spent  in  prepar- 
ation, yet  when  the  same  was  given  to  an  apprecia- 
tive public  there  was  no  regret  at  the  time  spent 
in  preparation.  Brothers,  you  are  contributing  to 
a  public  that  wants  something  to  read  w  jrth  read- 
ing. There  is  an  old  adage  that  says  "what  is 
worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well."  It  should  ap- 
peal to  you  all  that  your  best  efforts  are  deserving 
in  every  line  you  write  to  The  Conductor.  We 
have  many  bright  minds  within  our  ranks  who  are 
capable  of  producing  meritorious  papers  upon 
many  subjects  that  would  at  once  be  fit  for  publi- 
cation in  any  of  our  leading  magazines:  still,  these 
same  men  permit  themselves  to  grope  along  in 
the  narrow  groove  of  a  local  reporter,  occasionally 
giving  vent  to  a  little  spirit  that  lifts  them  for  a 
moment  far  above  the  trail  they  are  following, 
then  descending  again  to  the  old  cow  path  they 
seem  content  to  scribble  a  few  lines  each  month 
and  let  the  editor  get  sense  out  of  their  broken 
sentences  and  incomplete  ideas  as  best  he  can. 
As  many  of  you  as  have  felt  the  conviction  that  the 
ground  is  cleared  of  all  underbrush  and  rubbish 
and  have  no  further  work  to  do.  jnst  roll  up  your 
sleeves  and  prepare  to  sow  the  seed  of  wisdom. 
The  training  your  minds  receive  while  engaged  in 
this  work  cannot  help  but  redound  to  your  benefit 
and  those  associated  with  you.  It  matters  not 
what  your  subject  is  so  long  as  it  is  within  the 
confines  of  our  laws.  The  field  is  broad  and  your 
talents  may  be  fully  exercised  without  hampering 
them  in  the  least. 
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I  am  impressed  that  tbe  contributor  who  signs 
"A  Friend  of  The  Conductor"  has  mnch  talent 
and  coald  farnisb  a  very  able  article  occasionally 
if  he  would  take  tbe  time  to  write  such  a  paper  on 
a  chosen  subject.  Such  a  wide  variety  of  subjects 
of  interest  to  every  conductor  exists  that  there  is 
no  doubt  but  we  would  be  entertained  by  their  ef- 
forts. Matters  of  national  and  international  inter- 
est could  be  handled  to  exceptional  advantage 
and  interest  by  some  of  our  members  whose  tal- 
ent along  these  lines  is  indisputable.  What  we  de- 
mand is  something  to  make  us  think:  something 
to  mop  the  cobwebs  from  our  brain  and  lift  us  one 
notch  above  the  horse  or  mule  that  knows  nothing 
but  gee.  whoa  and  haw. 

Now  Brothers,  this  is  no  visionary  dream  I  am 
picturing  to  you.  You  have  worn  a  saddle  long 
enough.  Get  the  saddle  under  you  awhile  you  see 
how  k  goes  to  ride.  Your  papers  on  carefully  pre- 
pared subjects  are  sure  to  bear  good  results. 
Write,  if  you  only  write  a  dozen  lines  a  day.  but 
concentrate  your  thoughts  and  bring  out  the  very 
best  ideas  you  have  until  you  have  completed 
your  paper.  Such  efforts  as  these  must  influence 
for  the  good  of  any  organization.  They  must  re- 
dound to  your  personal  benefit  in  the  end  in  a  mea- 
sure that  you  can  but  faintly  appreciate  at  pres- 
ent. Let  us  start  the  ball  rolling.  Brothers,  and 
enter  a  friendly  competition  who  can  produce  the 
most  meritorious  paper  for  publication  in  The 
Railway  Conductor.  Merit. 

Sedan.  Ind. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

You  will  no  doubt  be  surprised  to  hear  from  Di- 
vision 256.  away  up  here  on  the  Cumberland  Moun- 
tains, but  here  we  are— this  part  of  Division  256, 
any  way— and  for  tbe  pleasure  and  benefit  they 
would  derive  from  the  pure.  cool,  health-giving 
mountain  air  I  wish  they  could  all  be  here  for  a 
few  weeks.  We  find  that  it  agrees  with  us  right 
well  up  here,  and  with  the  treatment  we  are  re- 
ceiving from  an  osteopath  (who  is  located  here 
just  for  the  summer)  we  feel  hopeful  of  entire 
recovery  of  our  injuries,  and  hopeful  that  before 
the  busy  season  is  entirely  gone  I  will  be  able  to 
take  my  run  again. 

No.  256  has  been  rather  quiet  lately.  Too  much 
business.  After  much  trouble  and  some  persua- 
sion our  general  manager  decided  to  recognize 
our  paid  chairman.  Brother  E.  P.  Curtis,  whose 
first  special  duty  was  to  take  up  the  cases  of 
Brothers  Turney  and  Culley.  of  Division  2*1, 
which  he  brought  to  a  favorable  terminus,  both 
of  whom  were  reinstated  on  their  respective  runs, 
much  to  the  pleasure  of  their  many  friends. 

We  understand  that  Brother  W.  W.  Edwards, 
who  for  many  years  has  been  in  passenger  service 
ontheKaty.  has  been  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  Corn  Belt  Railway,  and  that  Brother  Maurice 
Cam  will  likely  take  a  run  on  that  road.  Much 
success  to  them  both  in  their  new  field  of  labor, 
which  we  know  they  will  fill  with  credit  to  them- 
selves and  satisfaction  to  their  company.  It  is  a 
source  of  pleasure  to  see  our  members  placed  in 
positions  of  trust  and  affluence.  How  we  wish 
tbe  big  railway  corporations  would  adopt  the 
practice  of  taking  their  competent  and  practical 
men  from  the  ranks  for  their  trainmasters,  super- 


intendents, etc.  Men  who  by  their  life's  work  are 
fitted  for  such  service. 

Quite  a  number  of  us  have  been  at  a  loss  to 
know  where  .we  are  at  when  the  Waco  division 
was  taken  from  under  Mr.  McDowell's  super- 
vision. Many  of  the  old  men  in  service,  who  from 
long  association  with  Mr.  McDowell  desired  to 
remain  with  him.  so  finally  it  was  arranged  that 
the  oldest  men  in  service  making  application 
would  go  on  his  division,  which.  I  think,  settled 
the  affair  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

Brother  Thurman.  who  had  the  Smithville  yard, 
gave  it  up.  He  says  there  is  not  enough  work  in  it 
for  him.  He  wants  a  hard  job  like  the  San  Marcus 
gravel  pit. 

Now  is  about  the  commencement  of  our  busy 
season,  and  any  Brother  who  is  out  of  employment 
would  find  Smithville  or  Hillsboro  a  pretty  good 
place  to  strike.  The  officials  are  pleasant  and  any 
of  the  Brothers  will  take  pleasure  in  assisting  you 
in  any  way  they  can.  R.  O.  Coor-Pbndrr. 

Monteaghe.  Tenn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

On  September  8  Division  249  was  twelve  years 
old.  and  while  we  were  holding  a  very  interesting 
session  our  outside  sentinel  heard  a  rapping  on  the 
ante  room  door.  We  were  agreeably  surprised  to 
find  the  L.  A.  ladies  were  waiting  with  a  free 
lunch.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  meeting  was 
closed  without  delay,  for  we  all  know  that  when 
the  L.  A.  gives  us  one  of  their  surprises  that  a 
good  time  is  forthcoming,  and  unlucky  indeed  is 
he  who  is  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  be  on  band  at 
that  time.  After  partaking  of  lunch  and  ice- 
cream, we  were  entertained  by  music  and  songs 
by  Miss  Ella  Page.  Miss  Doran,  Brother  Supple 
and  Miss  Emma  Supple  and  others.  Brother 
French  of  Division  91  gave  us  a  good  illustration 
of  the  bashful  school  boy.  which  made  me  think  of 
schooldays  in  the  old  log  school  house  in  old  Wis- 
consin. 

Business  on  this  end  of  the  Northern  Pacific  is 
good.  All  of  the  boys  are  making  all  the  time 
they  care  to  make  with  the  new  heavy  engines  and 
the  large  tonnage  trains.  Hours  instead  of  miles 
is  the  way  most  of  us  reckon  np  our  time.  We 
miss  Brother  J.  B.  W.  Johnston  of  late  at  our  meet- 
ings, as  his  run  keeps  him  out  of  town,  likewise 
several  other  Brothers.  Nearly  all  the  boys  here 
are  in  line.  We  have  had  several  initiations  this 
year  and  more  petitions  to  act  upon.  Division  249 
is  in  good  shape  and  our  latch  key  hangs  out  to  all 
visiting  Brothers  that  come  out  this  way. 

Tacoma.  Wash.  O.  P.  McCall. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Do  you  or  any  of  the  outside  world  know  where 
Jonesboro,  Arkansas,  is  located  on  the  map  of 
the  United  States?  I  have  been  looking  so  long 
for  something  to  appear  in  The  Conductor  from 
this  neck  o'  the  woods  that  I  fear  we  are  lost  from 
the  other  part  of  the  world,  from  the  manner  in 
which  our  correspondent  keeps  his  lamp  ob- 
scured. Jonesboro  has  a  good  Division  (No.  332) 
of  the  O.  R.  C.  and  has  a  membership  of  about  45 
souls.  Last  Sunday  we  had  an  extraordinarily 
large  attendance  for  this  Division,  and  I,  for  one, 
was  glad  to  see  the  boys  out.  We  had  one  victim 


788 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


in  sight,  but  he  met  with  an  accident— had  no 
Brothers  to  help  him  out  and  did  not  set  here  in 
time  for  the  big  show. 

The  Cotton  Belt  is  not  doing  a  very  rushing  busi- 
ness at  present:  reason— too  many  cars  behind  one 
engine  (sixty  loads  or  sixty  emptys).  To  make 
business  good  we  are  often  compelled  to  put  one 
•r  two  behind  our  caboose— BO..  O.  Hd.  attached. 
All  this  trouble  is  caused  by  what  we  call  the 
"Safety  Draw  Head."  To  any  company  desiring 
a  first-class  dry  weather  draw  head  I  can  cheerful- 
ly recommend  this  coupler  to  give  entire  satisfac- 
tion or  money  refunded.  But  for  rainy  weather 
they  are  a  first-class  failure.  If  any  of  them  come 
your  way.  Brothers,  look  out  for  them  in  wet 
weather.  Our  Division  has  just  lost  one  of  its  best 
members  in  the  death  of  Brother  B.  F.  Harring- 
ton. Once  a  Year. 

Jonesboro.  Ark. 

6 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

The  sad  death  of  Brother  W.  B.  Greer  has  cast  a 
gloom  over  our  Division.  He  was  switching  bis 
train  at  Glenwood  to  get  his  air  brake  ahead  and 
was  run  over  and  was  baldy  cut  up.  Brother  M.  E. 
Fitzgeraldland  his  estimable  wife  from  Yarmouth. 
N.  Y..  paid  us  a  visitjthe  other  day  and  were  taken 
through  the  terminallstation  by  some  of  the  Broth- 
ers, and  they  bothistated  that  they  saw  something 
that  they  never  will  forget.  They  say  it  beats 
anything  for  a  station  that  they  have  seen.  We  had 
a  visit  from  Brother  HolHs  the  other  day,  who  is 
from  Mexico,  wbollooks  better  now  than  he  did 
when  he  was  here  aslyar  dm  aster  at  Cottage  Farm 
for  the  Boston  &l Albany  some  years  ago.  Brother 
Hollis.  you  willialways  be  welcome  among  your 
old  chums  wholhave  a  warm  heart  for  you.  We  re- 
call old  times  when  there  wasn't  so  much  red  tape 
as  there  is  now.  3  Brother  Drawn  has  left  us  and  we 
understand  helbaa  gone  west.  Brother  McGinn 
Is  sadly  disappointed  that  the  independence  didn't 
get  a  show  for  the  cup  at  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  N.  Y.i Y.  Club.  If  any  of  the  mem- 
berslcome  aroundltalking  about  the  Lawson  boat 
I  see  their  flush,  for  he  is  mad  clear  through. 
Brother  G.  Mapes  is  looking  for  the  winter  months 
for  the  ice  to  form  as  helis  a  familiar  figure  Sun- 
days up  at  Waymouthlfishing.  and  he  never  comes 
home  without  a  mess'.of  some  kind. 

In  perusing  the  •monthly  Iifind  Duplex's  letter  in 
reply  to  mine  in  regard  to  a  GrandlOfficer.  If  he  is 
posted  in  regard  to.the  work  as  I  understand  it  the 
Grand  Officers  areisent  by  the  Grand  Chief  Con- 
ductor, so  you  see  Brother  Baker  would  do  the 
same  as  all  Grand  Officers— go  where  they  are 
sent.  If  the  Brotherlattended  the  G.  D.  in  Boston 
last  time  it  was  here,  when  Brother  Hammond 
•f  157  stated  on  the  floor  of  the  Grand  Division 
that  there  were  eight  hundred  conductors  running 
into  Boston,  he  wouldlconslder  that  the  visit  of  a 
Grand  Officer  is  always  appreciated.  What  I  did 
mean  was  they  would  be  always  plenty  for  him  to 
do.  We  have  a  grievance  committee  appointed  to 
attend  to  all  our  grievances,  and  the  work  they  do 
Is  miraculous.  We  don't  have  to  go  to  any  stone 
wall  to  bold  our  meetings:  we  have  a  nice  hall  and 
pay  good  rent  for  the  same.  If  you  don't  believe 
it  pay  us  a  visit,  and  It  yon  would  make  a  visit  to 
Bostortn  that  balloon  yon  speak  of  I  would  leave 


my  profession  as  conductor  and  share  the  gate  re- 
ceipts with  you,  which  would  be  large,  as  a  good 
many  of  us  never  see  a  balloon.  Brother  Daniels 
is  off  a  couple  of  weeks  down  in  Maine,  and  he  is 
filling  the  market  with  game.  Brother  Scott  re- 
grets very  much  the  summer  is  going,  because  he 
has  passed  a  good  many  nights  at  Casino  hob  not- 
ing with  the  400  Newport  swell  society.  There  is 
quite  a  feeling  about  the  B.  M.  R.  R.  wanting  a 
charter  for  another  Division,  which  I  hope  they 
will  not  get.  As  things  are  now  more  harmony  will 
prevail  and  the  Brothers  will  be  better  acquainted 
as  we  never  see  some  of  them  only  in  our  Division 
rooms,  and  then  we  get  the  grand  old'  shake— not 
milk  shake-but  brotherly  shake,  which  now  pre- 
vails. 

Speaking  about  conductors  in  jail  in  Mexico,  our 
delegate  tells  that  it  was  brought  up  in  the  Grand 
Division  and  Brother  Simpson  told  the  grand  body 
that  it  was  not  so  down  where  he  came  from,  which 
you  will  find  in  the  records  of  the  Grand  Division, 
which  is  in  the  hands  of  your  delegate.  If  such  is 
the  case  I  should  think  a  Grand  Officer  would 
know  and  attend  to  it  at  once,  which  protection 
they  pay  for  as  citizens  and  members  of  the  O.  R. 
C.  [A  Grand  Officer's  presence  would  not  have 
the  effect  of  materially  changing  Mexican  laws  if 
he  did  go.  Their  laws,  like  our  own.  must  be  ad- 
hered to.  and  we  have  only  to  imagine  the  "boot 
on  the  other  foot"  to  see  what  effect  it  would 
have.— Ed.] 

Boston.  Mass.  Automobile. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  hope  all  the  Brothers  who  find  time  to  read 
this  short  letter,  will  not  accnse  me  of  writing  for 
the  Fraternal  department  merely  to  get  my  name 
in  print,  but  this  seems  to  be  the  only  safety  valve 
available  for  me  to  relieve  my  mind  and  at  the 
same  time  punish  some  of  the  boys  I  don't  meet 
at  junction  points.  I  believe  the  August  copy  of 
The  Conductor  the  finest  one  I  ever  read,  and  I 
hope  all  conductors  will  carefully  study  the  pro- 
gressive treatise  of  questions  and  answers  of  the 
air  brake.  I  shall  never  forget  my  first  day  with 
the  air  brake.  Had  it  not  been  that  some  passen- 
gers, well  posted,  came  to  my  assistance.  I  might 
have  tied  up  the  road  by  having  something  to  han- 
dle I  knew  nothing  about. 

This  writing  finds  us  at  the  close  of  a  busy  sum- 
mer, and  judging  from  the  number  of  conductors 
on  regular  runs,  quarterly  reports,  and  car  mile- 
age this  has  been  the  most  successful  season  in 
many  years,  free  from  accidents,  etc..  that  gener- 
ally follow  in  the  wake  of  heavy  summer  travel. 

I  desire  to  say  to  all  Brothers  and  especially 
those  in  the  eastern  states,  who  do  not  pay  proper 
attention  to  meeting  days,  and  to  all  conductors 
who  may  have  entertained  some  thoughts  of  join- 
ing our  ranks  at  some  future  time,  that  "procras- 
tination is  the  thief  of  time:"  don't  tell  us  yon  for- 
got the  day.  you  never  forget  the  day  your  check 
is  due.  you  don't  forget  the  dinner  hour.  No.  then 
get  a  thirst  for  Division  meetings— keep  it  ever  ia 
mind.  If  any  conductor  wants  to  know  what  ear 
noble  Order  can.  and  does  do.  for  its  members,  let 
him  run  over  here  on  Long  Island.  We  have  the 
figures.  And  in  closing  1  might  mention,  as  an  en- 
couragement to  other  Divisions,  that  we  have  not  i 
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missed  a  meeting  day  since  early  spring,  without 
one  or  more  candidates— and  still  they  come.  Yes, 
the  O.  R.  C.  sun  in  all  its  splendor  and  glory  is  ris- 
ing in  the  east.  How  happy  and  kind  we  feel  tow- 
ard one  another  when  warmed  by  its  protecting 
rays. 

Oh.  rising  sun.  in  all  thy  splendor,  warm  us  by 
thy  rays  so  bright;  keep  us  in  thy  arms  so  tender: 
Thou  our  shield:  by  day  and  night. 

Jamaica.  N.  Y.  L.  P.  Scott. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 
v  It  has  been  so  long  since  I  have  made  the  slight- 
est attempt  to  do  my  duty  as  correspondent  that 
an  apology  or  an  explanation  would  be  more  of  an 
effort  than  I  care  to  attempt.  Di  rision  367  is  in 
such  a  healthy  and  encouraging  state  of  existence 
that  I  have  no  woes  to  chronicle,  bnt  our  general 
committee  is  having  its  regular  meeting  with  the 
general  officers  of  the  I.  C.  in  Chicago,  and  we 
hope  that  our  member,  good  Brother  J.  North 
Abbott,  will  hav.e  glad  tidings  of  the  result  of  the 
efforts  of  the  committee  in  our  behalf.  The  I.  C. 
has  again  come  to  ranks  and  taken  our  Junior  Con- 
ductor. Brother  Jas.  H.  Ashton.  and  made  him 
general  examiner  for  the  Louisiana  division  'on 
the  new  rule  book,  which  went  into  effect  Septem- 
ber 1st.  He  held  this  position  with  the  Southern 
Pacific  some  years  ago.  He  is  apparently  doing 
the  work  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  em- 
ployers. We  have  with  us  Brother  Jim  Wayland. 
or  rather  he  is  now  at  Quincy.  111.,  visiting  his 
family,  and  incidentally  looking  over  his  rule 
book,  as  he  is  to  be  examined  and  put  to  running  on 
his  return.  We  are  all  glad  to  have  Jim  with  us. 
for  he  is  the  prince  of  good  fellows  and  would  be 
popular  anywhere.  Our  two  Johns,  Brothers 
Fulmer  and  Wright  made  known,  very  quietly,  to 
about  a  score  of  their  most  intimate  friends  their 
Intention  of  giving  up  their  cabooses  and  going  to 
firing.  So  sure  was  one  of  our  younger  conduc- 
tors that  the  thing  was  to  come  off  that  he  sought 
Brother  Fulmer  with  great  haste  and  purchased 
all  the  pretty  pictures,  curtains,  drapery  and  hand- 
some bric-a  brae  in  cab  98,352.  but  lo  and  behold!  in 
about  a  week  the  two  Johns  were  back  on  their  ca- 
booses. As  they  give  no  explanation  of  their 
change  of  heart,  there  are  those  of  us  who  believe 
that  the  transportation  department  was  loth  to 
give  up  two  such  good  conductors. 

As  this  is  being  written  on  the  day  of  President 
McKinley's  funeral  1  cannot  close  without  some 
allusion  to  him.  Why  was  he  so  beloved,  and  why 
does  every  good  human  being  in  this  country  so 
earnestly  lament  his  demise?  He  was  beloved 
while  he  lived  because  he  was  president  of  the 
whole  people,  regardless  of  party  or  locality.  He 
was  an  impartial  president  and  a  wise  one.  To  me 
the  most  lovable  of  his  manygood  personal  qualities 
was  his  tender  care  of  and  beautiful  devotion  to 
his  invalid  wife.  He  was  was  an  honest,  courage- 
ous, tender  hearted,  approachable  gentleman  of 
the  highest  type,  and  above  all  a  conscientious 
christian.  What  a  beautiful  example  to  follow 
We  must  believe  that  mankind  will  be  better  for 
his  having  lived  as  be  did  and  died  as  he  did.  Who 
knows  but  that  God  took  him  when  he  did  and  the 
way  he  did,  not  only  that  his  life  might  be  an  ex- 
ample to  us  and  to  posterity,  but  to  bring  this 


people  and  its  law  makers  face  to  face  in  a  vivid 
manner  with  the  canker  worm  anarchy  and  their 
responsibility  for  its  elimination? 

To  my  mind  the  enactment  of  such  laws  as  will 
prevent  any  public  expression  either  in  the  press 
or  in  public  speech,  which  condemns  our  form  ef 
government  or  villifies  the  persons  who  make  up 
eur  civil  authority,  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  di- 
rection. He  who  will  not  yield  a  cheerful  com- 
pliance to  the  will  of  a  lawfully  constituted  ma- 
jority is  not  a  good  citizen.  Our  Capitol  is  contin- 
ually disgraced  by  members  of  the  U.  S.  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  giving  expres- 
sion to  sentiments  of  inflammatory  nature, 
which  are  little  short  of  treason.  One  great 
cause  for  discontent  among  the  ignorant  in  our 
land  is  that  unscrupulous  politicians  are  a  owed 
to  appeal  to  their  prejudices  and  inflame  all  that  is 
base  in  their  natures  by  false  statements,  which 
incites  them  to  deeds  of  lawlessness.  We  of  the 
south  have  seen  much  of  this  with  the  ignorant 
and  superstitious  negro.  No  man  knows  what 
kind  of  a  president  Mr.  Roosevelt  will  make,  and 
I  have  seen  some  expressions  which  smack  of  un- 
easiness, but  he  is  now  my  president  and  I  shall 
continue  to  hope  for  the  best  and  believe  that  he 
should  have  the  loyal  support  of  every  good  citi- 
sen  so  long  as  he  shall  hold  unimpeached  his  high 
office. 

We  are  looking  forward  with  pleasure  to  the 
time  when  Brother  Sbepperd  will  favor  our  Divi- 
sion with  a  visit,  and  if  he  will  give  us  a  little 
notice  so  we  can  get  together  we  will  give  him  a 
real  southern  welcome.  Thos.  McBee. 

McComb  City.  Miss. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Brother  Conductors:  Did  you  ever  try  to  edit  a 
paper,  and  particularly  one  relating  to  the  great 
labor  organizations?  Did  you  ever  try  to  write  an 
editorial— just  one?  Try  it  some  time  when  you 
are  laying  off  and  note  the  difference  between  that 
and  checking  up  a  train.  Doubtless  some  of  the 
kickers  never  even,  in  their  school  boy  days,  as 
much  as  tackled  a  composition  on  "snow"  or 
"springtime".  Good  kickers  are  all  right,  bnt 
when  they  get  one  leg  over  the  traces  and  the 
lines,  where  it  ought  not  to  be.  they  are  a  bore, 
spelled  with  a  capital  B. 

Just  now  onr  "what  is  it"  line  of  traffic  is  suffer- 
ing with  a  congestion.  Not  of  cars,  but  of  space 
between  them,  air  as  it  were,  or  a  vacuum  caused 
by  the  fellows  along  the  line,  and  those  connecting, 
not  shipping  anything.  There  are  but  four  sure 
thing  trains  on  the  pike  now  between  Cinncinnati. 
Seymour  and  shops,  and  they  go.  rain  or  shine, 
doors  open  one  hour  before  performance  begins. 
They  are  lonely  ones  too.  yet  peaceable,  for  the 
engineer  and  conductor  don't  meet  very  often  now 
when  on  duty.  Too  far  apart.  They  sometimes 
run  a  fast  one  each  way  in  day  time,  and  the  same 
at  night,  that  is  when  enough  tonnage  ha*  accumu- 
lated to  bring  two  engines  into  use.  They  then 
put  two  cabooses  on  rear  end.  and  you  have  it.  In 
all,  nine  crews  have  been  taken  off.  Twenty-seven 
men  have  had  to  give  up  regular  jobs  and  as  many 
more  extra  brakemen  have  gone  back  to  the  old 
place  to  drink  cider  and  toast  their  shins  by  the 
old  fire-place  through  the  winter.  Boys,  this  is  a 
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good  place  to  look  for  a  job.  but  a  "derned"  poor 
place  to  get  one.  Keep  moving  on.  A  recent  let- 
ter from  W.  H.  Andrews,  at  Winslow,  Arizona,  fills 
us  with  a  longing  desire  to  meet  him  on  the  sandy 
deserts  of  that  barren  country.  Says  that  money 
grows  on  the  sage  brnsh  there  and  all  yon  hare  to 
do  is  to  pick  it.  Brakemen  $110.00;  conductors  as 
high  as  $200.00  per  month,  but  don't  speak  of  other 
high  things.  Some  of  our  boys  are  there  now.— of 
necessity— and  while  wages  are  good,  other  things 
are  bad  and  you  will  never  see  them  coming  back 
with  money  to  burn.  In  all.  the  great  depression 
here  has  caused  many  to  think  seriously  of  the  fu- 
ture. Homes  are  being  broken  up.  and  those  with 
whom  we  have  worked  for  years,  are  becoming 
scattered.  Two  fruitful  causes  may  be  assigned 
for  it,  a  national  shrinkage  of  business  and  the  in- 
creased tonnage.  Local  freights  east  out  of  Sey- 
mour pull  1700  tons  for  a  certain  distance.  Locals 
west  out  of  Seymour— well  they  cut  them  off  by 
the  mile— as  high  as  54  cars.  Oat  of  Washington, 
coming  east,  they  have  it  reduced  to  64.  Local 
men  have  earned  the  sobriquet  of  scabs,  because 
they  are  hauling  'em  all.  Yet  in  the  face  of  this 
stagnation  of  business,  we  have  those  who  are 
clamoring  for  a  revision  of  the  schednle.  We  can 
get  it,  but  there  will  be  many  more  sore  heads  than 
there  are  now,  and  they  will  not  only  'have  to 
draw  upon  the  bank  account",  but  will  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  overdraw  it. 

Brother  Geo.  Crawford  has  the  sympathy  of  the 
entire  Division,  in  his  enfeebled  condition.  Al- 
though the  seeds  of  an  incurable  disease  are  sown 
within  his  system,  he  is  cheerful.  Would  that  to 
God  there  were  more  George  Crawfords  in  this 
world.  Brothers  M.  A.  Smith.  Gates  and  Gilbert, 
are  on  their  feet  again.  The  other  80  of  us  are  up 
and  about.  Hot  Tamales!  where  are  you?  With 
best  wishes  to  all.  C.  W.  M. 

Seymour,  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  of  Division  223  find  a  good  bit  of  readable 
matter  in  The  Conductor.  I  think  if  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Divisions  would  read  the  article 
'Women  Define  Auxiliary"  in  September  Con- 
ductor they  would  attend  meetings  more  regu- 
larly and  not  air  their  grievances  on  the  curbstone 
or  street  corner.  It  has  become  a  positive  fact  that 
the  members  of  some  Divisions  think  the  Chief 
Conductor  and  Secretary  ought  to  constitute  a 
quorum  to  transact  business  from  the  way  in 
which  they  act.  It  is  a  novel  sight  to  go  into  the 
Division  room  and  see  the  Chief  Conductor  and 
his  Secretary  glaring  at  each  other,  listening  to 
hear  a  footstep  on  the  stairs.  I  think  if  the 
Brothers  would  stop  to  consider  the  matter  they 
would  be  more  prompt  in  attending  Division  meet- 
ings. 

I  really  don't  know  whether  Duplex  understands 
the  situation  thoroughly  when  he  suggests  223  had 
better  get  their  Cnief  Conductor  and  Secretary 
home  if  they  are  of  such  importance:  but  it  would 
be  much  more  important  to  223  if  Duplex  would 
suggest  some  plan  whereby  members  could  be 
made  to  attend  Division  meetings.  Possibly  our 
Auxiliary  members  might  be  able  to  strike  the 
keynote  along  some  line? 

Martinsburg.  W.  Va.  J.  W.  Rankin. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Division  378.  September 
15.  a  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted  de- 
nouncing tbe  assassination  of  President  McKinley 
and  expressing  sympathy  for  his  loving  wife  and 
relatives.  We  mourn  with  them  in  the  loss  of  oar 
friend  and  President.  Every  labor  organisation 
in  this  city  has  passed  similar  resolutions  through 
their  president,  Samuel  Gompers.  of  the  Feder- 
ated Trades  Unions,  including  the  Machinists' 
Union,  It  speaks  well  for  organized  labor  to  be  so 
loyal  and  patriotic  in  this  hour  of  the  country's 
sorrow,  on  account  of  losing  the  greatest  friend  to 
organized  labor  that  ever  sat  in  the  presidential 
chair.  Wm.  McKinley  was  the  one  President  and 
tbe  only  President  that  ever  met  organized  labor 
on  the  level.  He  sat  alongside  of  our  Grand  Chief 
Conductor  at  Chicago  at  a  called  meeting  of  tbe 
four  railroad  organizations  and  addressed  them 
on  the  labor  question.  He  should  be  remembered 
in  the  hearts  of  all  organized  railroad  men.  as  he 
believed  in  labor  organizations.  Tbe  writer  was 
in  front  of  the  Washington  Post  building  on  the 
evening  of  the  assassination  at  Buffalo  and  the 
bulletins  were  sent  to  tbe  multitude  of  people  on 
the  streets  below  when  the  writer  overheard  a 
very  pompous  and  corpulent  individual  talking  in 
a  very  loud  voice,  saying  that  organized  labor  was 
to  blame  for  this.  I  finally  worked  my  way  over 
among  the  crowd  and  called  him  down  in  some 
plain  language,  more  forcible  than  polite,  winding 
up  with  telling  bim  that  organized  labor  was  the 
means  of  keeping  down  anarchy:  also  that  or- 
ganized labor  got  all  the  reforms  for  labor  tbat  the 
government  employe  was  now  enjoying— eight 
hours  for  a  day's  work,  thirty  days  annually  with 
pay.  and  several  other  reforms  too  numerous  to 
mention.  The  world  is  just  lull  of  such  men  as 
this  montby  individual,  thinking  he  might  make  a 
hit  to  knock  on  organized  labor.  Organized  labor 
throughout  the  country  should  express  themselves 
against  anarchy,  then  when  the  Fifty-seventh 
Congress  meets  next  December  our  lawmakers 
will  know  tbat  organized  labor  is  back  of  the  a  in 
passing  an  immigration  law.  also  a  law  that  will 
root  out  all  kinds  of  anarchists  from  our  fair  land. 
We  are  compelled  to  pass  such  laws  or  the  great- 
est country  on  earth  would  be  a  failure. 

Brother  Welch,  your  letter  puts  me  to  thinking 
if  our  Grand  Division  headquarters  was  in  this 
capital  city  of  this  great  country  and  one  of  our 
Brothers  in  Mexico  should  make  an  appeal  for 
help  through  our  Grand  Chief  Conductor  in  Wash- 
ington, how  easy  it  would  be  for  him  to  make  a 
visit  to  the  President,  stating  his  case.  And  all 
the  Brothers  believe  that  he  would  get  a  hearing, 
saying  that  he  would  have  the  Secretary  of  State 
attend  to  the  matter  immediately.  That  alone 
would  be  cause  enough  for  the  Grand  Division  at 
Pittsburg  in  1903  to  move  the  Grand  Division  head- 
quarters to  Washington.  D.  C.  We  will  say  some 
great  emergency  calls  for  tbe  voice  of  all  organ- 
ized labor,  if  all  organized  labor  had  their  head- 
quarters here,  how  easy  it  would  be  to  get  returns 
from  the  several  subordinate  Divisions  and 
lodges.  Brothers,  labor  is  looking  for  just  such  a 
grand  move.  There  are  so  many  people  in  this 
country  that  knocks  on  organized  labor  to  the  em- 
ployer that  when  an  opportunity  occurs,  like  the 
assassination  of  our  President  by  a  contested 
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anarchist,  that  is  against  labor  organizations,  they 
should  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  show 
ignorant  people  that  organized  labor  is  for  good 
government,  good  wages  and  organizations,  and, 
as  President  Roosevelt  said  the  other  day  to  two 
laboring  men  that  approached  him.  on  asking  him 
if  he  was  not  at raid  to  be  stopped.  "No.  indeed." 
he  replied,  "you  men  are  our  protection,  and  the 
foul  deed  of  Friday  will  only  make  you  more 
vigorous  in  protecting  those  whom  you  elect  to 
office."  There  is  a  story  going  the  rounds  that 
certain  capitalists  are  considering  the  building  on 
one  square  of  sixteen  legation  houses.  The  idea 
is  to  get  the  foreign  diplomats  all  together.  It 
would  be  better  were  they  preparing  to  build  the 
houses  around  one  block  and  to  convert  the  land 
of  the  block  thus  built  around  a  plaza  that  in  a 
little  while  would  make  Legation  Park  one  of  the 
features  of  a  city  which,  twenty-five  years  from 
now.  will  be  all-in-all  the  most  beautiful  city  in  the 
world,  which,  by  the  end  of  the  century,  will  be  a 
city  of  palaces,  statues,  fountains  and  works  of 
art  that  will  rival  the  glories  of  the  ancient  world. 
Washington,  D.  C.  John  Dwybr. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  the  time  of  depositing  our  ballots  at  election 
is  near  at  hand.  I  want  to  drop  a  few  hints  as  to 
our  duty  at  that  time  as  I  see  it  from  my  point  of 
view.  In  the  first  place  all  of  us  who  are  citizens 
should  cast  our  ballot  for  some  principle  or  pur- 
pose: that  is  our  duty  imposed  upon  us  by  the  very 
fact  of  our  citizenship.  Secondly,  we  should  all 
study  to  so  vote  as  to  best  conserve  the  interest  of 
the  largest  number  of  people,  who  are  necessarily 
the  working  people. 

Now.  socialism  is  the  only  logical  theory  that  is 
left  for  the  working  people  to  vote  for.  and  the 
railroad  men  who.  as  a  class  are  constantly  feeling 
the  pressure  of  these  enormous  combinations  and 
concentrations  of  capital,  should  be  the  first  to 
recognize  in  socialism  the  great  advantage  that 
would  accrue  to  them  by  the  socialistic  control  of 
government.  A  good  many  rattle-headed  writers 
and  speakers  who  have  not  studied  the  labor  ques- 
tion from  the  socialistic  or  any  other  standpoint, 
have,  on  many  occasions,  made  statements  similar 
to  Brother  John  Dwyer.  of  Division  378.  regarding 
socialism  and  socialists  in  the  September  issue. 
A  person  should  at  least  make  a  short  study  of 
anything  before  tfhey  condemn  it.  but  I  venture  to 
state  that  the  opponents  of  socialism  very  rarely 
make  a  study  of  the  question  involved.  A  good 
many  members  mistake  the  O.  R.  C.  for  a  social 
organization,  when  in  reality  it  is  a  terribly  earn- 
est labor  organization.  For  the  benefit  of  Brother 
Dwyer  and  others  who  may  not  know  of  it  I  will 
state  that  the  fundamental  principle  of  socialism  is 
"the  public  ownership  and  operation  of  all  means  of 
production  and  distribution."  Now,  there  is  noth- 
ing in  that  that  is  inimical  to  our  present  form  of 
government  as  Brother  Dwyer  has  intimated. 
The  very  fact  that  we  are  compelled  to  have  an 
organization  and  through  our  organization  fight 
for  our  rights  is  testimony  enough  for  a  reasonable 
man  to  be  convinced  that  conditions  are  wrong. 
The  old  parties  have  all  along  professed  to  be  able 
to  solve  the  labor  question  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  great  majority,  but  they  have  failed  to  do  so 


and  are  still  in  the  solving  business,  while  the 
working  people  are  getting  the  worst  of  it  right 
along. 

As  I  have  said  before  and  will  continue  to  say 
until  it  is  realized.  I  claim  the  public  ownership 
and  operation  is  not  only  desired,  but  is  right  and 
is  the  only  equitable  solution  of  the  labor  problem. 
There  is  nothing  very  treasonable  in  that  is  there? 
Brother  Dwyer  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
We  look  upon  the  curtailment  of  our  rights  by  pri- 
vate corporations  and  expect  our  representatives 
will  find  some  way  to  stop  It  and  will  then  do  so. 
But  most  of  our  would  be  oracles  of  wisdom  seem  to 
forget  that  Chauncy  M.  Depew.  of  numerous  rail- 
road companies,  and  hundreds  of  others  like  him  in 
congress,  are  not  legislating  for  the  benefit  of  any 
class  of  working  people  only  in  soiar  as  it  furthers 
their  own  corporation  influence  and  benefits. 

We  all  know  of  and  Brother  Dwyer  states  in  his 
letter  regarding  the  large  combination  of  railroad 
interests  in  which  competition  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  the  working  forces  thus  materially  re- 
duced and  by  the  blacklist  or  application  papers 
employment  Is  denied  honest,  upright  men  who 
have  lost  positions  on  other  roads.  Now  with  in- 
junctions, coercion  in  regard  to  membership  in 
labor  organizations,  age  limit,  physical  examina- 
tions and  hundreds  of  other  restrictions  and  impo- 
sitions that  are  heaped  upon  the  employes,  not  to 
say  anything  about  the  bribery  of  state  legisla- 
tures, officials  and  judges,  coupled  with  other  un- 
lawful and  questionable  practices  that  will  always 
attend  private  ownership.  I  cannot  see  how  any- 
body could  object  to  the  wiping  out  of  these  ob- 
jectionable and  corrupt  practices  that  would  sure- 
ly follow  the  acquirement  of  the  railroads  by  the 
public.  We  all  know  that  those  in  public  employ 
(except  soldiers  who  are  hired  to  kill)  invariably 
receive  better  wages  and  enjoy  better  conditions 
of  employment  than  anyone  employed  in  similar 
lines  by  private  parties  or  corporations. 

Those  who  wish  may  ridicule  or  oppose  public 
ownership  or  socialism.  But  notwithstanding  this 
ridicule  or  opposition,  public  ownership  and  so- 
cialism will  surely*  come  and  it  will  be  forced  on 
us  by  the  centralization  and  combination  of  capi- 
tal and  capitalistic  interests. 

Members  in  and  around  Boston  can  testify  to  the 
workings  of  such  combinations  because  it  has 
shown  how  the  managements  can  get  more  mile- 
age out  of  the  men.  reduce  the  number  of  compet- 
ing trains  and  otherwise  curtail  the  number  of 
crews,  and  in  this  manner  stop  promotions  and  in 
many  instances  effect  reductions  of  men  who  have 
run  trains  for  years. 

Now  we  may  rail  at  existing  conditions  as  much 
as  we  please,  but  we  cannot  and  will  not  be  able  to 
change  the  trend  of  events  as  long  as  these  large 
enterprises  remain  under  private  ownership  and 
all  students  of  the  labor  question  should  not  con- 
sider their  studies  in  that  direction  ended  until  they 
have  investigated  the  claims  of  the  socialists.  In 
view  of  many  people  confusing  socialism  and  an- 
archy together  because  of  wild  statements  occa- 
sioned by  the  lamented  assassination  of  President 
McKinley.  I  would  say.  that  the  two  theories,  that 
of  socialism  and  that  of  anarchy  are  diametrically 
opposite.  Socialism  stands  for  complete  govern- 
ment, public  ownership  and  operation  of  all  indus- 
tries. 
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Anarchy  stands  opposed  to  all  forms  of  any  and 
every  government,  and  believes  in  nothing  but 
clear  and  straight  individualism,  where  there 
would  be  no  governmental  control  or  influence. 

Any  one  who  is  inclined  to  confound  the  two 
theories  should  look  up  the  definitions  of  socialism 
and  anarchy  in  the  dictionary. 

Any  one  who  appreciates  the  impartiality  of  op- 
eration and  the  successful  conduct  of.  the  police, 
fire,  street  lighting,  hospital,  post  office,  street 
maintenance,  sewer,  health,  public  safety,  school, 
library,  park  system,  civil  service,  light-house,  life 
saving,  and  numerous  other  public  departments, 
can  readily  see  that  public  ownership  and  opera- 
tion of  railroads,  telegraphs  and  other  large  indus- 
tries would  surely  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the 
employes  and  also  to  the  public  themselves. 

I  see  our  late  delegate  to  St.  Paul,  from  122.  gives 
me  a  notice  about  spouting  socialism  from  a  box 
on  Boston  Common  and  he  intimates  that  the  police 
object.  Now  for  the  benefit  of  Brother  Fit*  or 
rather.  "Automobile"  these  meetings  are  con- 
ducted the  same  as  all  public  meetings  by  permit 
and  the  police  who  are  public  employes  are  so- 
cialists and  even  though  they  don't  know  it,  they 
give  us  a  great  argument  because  they  have  such 
One  jobs  and  get  pensioned  at  half-pay.  when  they 
get  incapacitated  for  duty  or  have  served  twenty- 
five  years.  That  is  what  the  socialists  want  to  do 
for  the  railroad  men  and  others  by  having  the  gov- 
ernment acquire  the  railroads  and  other  industries. 

Trustification,  combination,  centralization  and 
community  of  capital  will  force  this  idea  on  our 
members  later,  whether  they  will  be  ready  for  it 
or  not.  I  see  "X  678"  hides  his  identity  behind  a 
nom-de  plume  as  "Automobile"  does,  but  I  will  go 
up  to  Division  1S7  one  of  these  days  and  talk  an 
arm  off  the  whole  bunch. 

A  few  practical  words  and  I  will  close;  there 
seems  to  be  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  conductors  among  whom  are  our  members, 
to  live  up  to  rules  in  regard  to  transportation,  but 
to  practically  disregard  the  more  important  rules 
of  operation  of  trains.  I  have  seen  conductors 
who  were  so  anxious  to  dump  a  poor  hobo  or  to  get 
a  ten  or  fifteen  cent  fare  that  they  put  their  own 
and  other  trains  in  direct  peril  by  failing  to  ob- 
serve the  fundamental  principle  of  railroad  opera- 
tion, that  safety  is  the  first,  second  and  last  law  of 
train  operation,  and  that  it  is  better  that  one  hun- 
dred should  ride  free  than  that  one  should  be  in- 
jured. 

Again  I  have  seen  conductors  retain  flagmen  on 
their  trains  whom  they  knew  to  be  incompetent 
and  unreliable  and  this  continue  when  they  should 
have  requested  or  demanded  a  change.  The  pur- 
pose of  these  few  last  remarks  are  to  impress  upon 
our  members  the  necessity  of  freqnently  studying 
their  rule  book  and  time  cards,  and  remembering 
that  a  red  signal  displayed  a  way,  way.  back  is  bet- 
ter to  stop  a  following  train  than  the  rear  end  of  a 
passenger  coach  or  caboose. 

Boston.  Mass.  W.  J.  Coyne. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  a  talk  had  with  our  editor  a  few  weeks  since,  I 
learned  he  was  especially  anxious  to  bring  our 
magazine  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  excellence 
obtainable,  and  that  he  is  resolved  to  leave  nothing 


undone  during  the  coming  year  to  help  all  classes 
of  its  readers  to  help  themselves  to  make 
better,  brighter,  happier,  and  more  successful, 
possible,  than  it  ever  was  before,  and  with  this  end 
in  view,  he  wishes  to  take  the  readers  of  our  maga- 
zine into  consultation,  and  ask  for  criticism  upon 
what  we  are  doing,  suggestions  of  ways  in  which 
improvements  can  be  made,  and  new  ideas  of  all 
kinds  which  will  tend  to  make  The  Conductor 
more  nearly  fulfill  its  mission. 

So  far  during  the  past  year  I  understand  our 
friends  of  the  O.  R.  C.  have  been  good  enough  to 
send  only  words  of  praise  and  commendation  to 
our  editor.  These  have  been  pleasant  to  hear  of 
course,  and  are  no  doubt  appreciated  and  taken  in 
the  kindly  spirit  which  has  prompted  them  but 
what  our  editor  wants  more  than  anything  else,  is 
honest  criticism  even  to  the  verge  of  fault  finding, 
if  you  find  it  possible. 

Our  editor  knows  as  well  as  we  that  self-satisfac- 
tion is  a  dangerous  vice,  of  which  we  all  should 
never  be  guilty.  Our  object,  therefore,  is  to  grow, 
and  in  the  direction  which  will  best  satisfy  our 
readers.  We  ask  you.  therefore,  all  friends  of  our 
magazine,  whether  old  or  young,  to  give  a  half- 
hour  or  hour  of  your  valuable  time  to  the  task  of 
writing  our  magazine  a  letter,  a  thoughtful  sug- 
gestive letter,  which  will  do  our  editor  and  the 
magazine  good  to  receive,  and  which  will  make 
you  feel  that  you  have  performed  a  pleasant  duty 
in  helping  our  editor  and  your  fellow  readers  of 
The  Conductor  with  your  best  judgment  as  to 
how  our  magazine  can  be  improved.  Write  the 
editor  fully,  freely,  and  in  absolute  candor,  know- 
ing that  he  will  not  take  offense  at  anything  along 
these  lines  that  you  may  see  fit  to  say  to  him. 
Here  are  a  few  of  the  many  questions  which  I  feel 
sure  our  editor  would  like  to  have  answered: 

1.  What  feature  of  The  Conductor  do  you  find 
most  interesting  and  helpful? 

2.  What  class  of  articles  do  not  interest  you? 

3.  If  you  were  editing  The  Conductor,  what 
feature  or  features  would  you  omit  or  insert? 

4.  What  feature  do  you  think  could  be  omitted 
without  serious  injury  to  our  magazine? 

5.  Would  you  use  more  or  less  fiction? 

6.  What  kind  of  fiction  would  you  use? 

7.  Do  you  think  a  question  and  answer  depart 
ment  especially  helpful? 

8.  Does  The  Conductor  give  enough  variety 
to  suit  you? 

9.  Are  the  articles  too  long  or  too  short? 

10.  Is  there  too  much  or  too  little  in  our  Fraternal 
Department? 

11.  Is  there  anything  about  The  Conductor 
you  positively  dislike? 

12.  What  features  or  class  of  articles  do  you  fail 
to  find  in  The  Conductor  that  you  think  ought  to 
be  there? 

13.  What  new  Department  or  feature  would  be 
of  special  use  to  you? 

In  concluding  this  article  let  me  say.  the  press  of 
our  country  keep  us  familiar  with  the  pictorial 
features  of  all  the  great  feats  of  the  world's 
famous  achievements  in  diplomacy,  war.  art.  en- 
gineering.  and  finance,  but  there  are  thousands  of 
minor  achievements,  such  as  events,  personal 
incidents,  that  never  see  their  way  into  the  papers 
or  magazines,  all  of  which  would  tend  to  inspire 
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and  even  ennoble  the  lives  of  our  readers.  The 
Conductor  wishes,  theref  *.  to  use  all  snch 
items,  and  also  make  a  feature  of  snch  pictures^ in 
its" paces  as  will  result  to  the  most  good  to  its  many 
readers. 

It  would  like  to  have  photographs  of  our  mem- 
bers who  have  accomplished  anything  worthy  of 
record,  such  as  saving  life  from  drowning,  or  sav- 
ing life  by  any  other  means,  such  as  fire,  flagging  a 
train,  and  rescuing  passengers  from  danger,  or 
those  who  have  performed  any  noble  act  which  de- 
manded unusual  courage  and  presence  of  mind. 
Photographs  of  great  engineering  feats  are  es- 
pecially invited.  All  photographs  should  be  ac- 
companied by  brief  but  well  written  particulars, 
photographs  should  be  clear,  well  printed,  and 
such  only  that" are  suitable  for  reproduction. 

That  it  will  be  very  gratifying  to  see  a  manifest- 
ation of  interest  by  all  those  correspondents  who 
have  joined  their  interests  with  The  Conductor 
In  the  past,  and  especially  gratifying  for  our 
Editor  to  feel  that  a  more  active  interest  on  the 
part  of  our  older  members  as  well  as  the  new  ones, 
has  had  much  to  do  with  bringing  about  these 
good  results,  and  as  our  magazine  forms  no  mean 
part  in  the  social  part  of  our  organization  why  not 
have  an  harmonious  effort  for  a  common  good, 
thereby  all  touching  elbows  in  one  good  fellow- 
ship. 

Many  of  onr  Secretaries  and  correspondents 
throughout  our  Order  have  promised  Brother 
Anderson  their  photographs  for  his  use  when  oc- 
casion required,  but  few,  if  any.  have  favored  him 
with  their  portraits.  J.  A.  Keith. 

Des  Moines.  Iowa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  Columbia  State  has  ever  been  a  staunch  ad- 
vocate of  industries,  and  anything  else,  that  would 
revert  to  the  prosperity  of  that  city,  has  gained 
the  enmity  of  the  mill  owners  by  the  course  it  pur- 
sued in  the  present  strike.  It  appears  that  the 
state  was  the  medium,  and  not  being  in  favor  with 
the  president,  solicited  information  from  the  di- 
rectors, and  after  having  the  assurance  of  three 
directors;  that  if  the  union'  would  return  to  {the 
miiis  it  would  be  allowed  to  return  to  work  and  no 
questions  or  demands  would  be  asked.  The  state 
so  informed  the  Textile  Union  and  the  workers 
were  there  promptly  to  resume,  but  were  con- 
fronted by  the  superintendent,  who  demanded  an 
obligation  that  if  they  wanted  to  work  they  must 
obligate  themselves  not  to  remain  a  member  of  the 
union  so  long  as  tbey  worked  for  either  mill  in  the 
combine  which  consisted  of  the  Richland,  the 
Granby  and  the  Olympia  and  the  men  promptly 
declined  and  the  strike  was  on  again  in  the  form  of 
a  lock-out  with  the  determination  on  the  part  of 
the  men  to  fight  to  a  finish.  The  strike  is  still  on 
and  the  mills  are  working  as  best  they  can  with 
what  force  they  can  control  while  the  old  force  is 
scattered  over  the  mill  territory  working  where- 
ever  a  position  can  be  secured.  A  condition 
peculiar  to  itself  is  that  the  mill  owners  formed  a 
combination  for  protection,  but  would  not  allow 
the  workers  to  form  a  similar  combination,  in 
other  words,  capital  can  combine  for  protection 
bui  if  labor  combines  it  must  be  crushed,  it  is  a 
singular  condition  but  nevertheless  a  fact. 


The  diabolical  crime  of  Czolgosz  has  filled  the 
country  with  indignation  and  sorrow  and  one  hears 
little  else  in  discussion.  We  are  glad  in  our  belief 
that  no  American  is  so  base  as  to  be  a  party  to  such 
depravity.  We  believe  in  law  and  order  but  an  ex- 
ception to  this  case  is  admissible  and  he  should 
never  have  been  allowed  to  reach  an  asylum  of 
safety  where  he  is  permitted  to  pose  as  a  martyr  ( 
thereby  encouraging  that  species  of  notoriety  that 
thrives  under  the  bloody  banner  of  anarchism. 
Had  that  attempt  been  made  when  the  President 
was  in  our  territory  the  state  would  have  been 
saved  the  expense  of  a  trial  and  the  coroner's  jury 
would  have  rendered  a  verdict  that  would  have 
satisfied  all  laws,  and  the  cause  would  have  re- 
ceived a  shock  thdt  would  make  Emma  Goldman 
and  John  Most  quake  in  their  boots. 

The  cotton  crop  prospect  has  improved  materi- 
ally in  the  last  month  and  we  have  the  assurance 
that  the  yield  will  not  fall  far  short  of  an  average, 
for  the  stalk  is  strong  and  well  fruited  where  it 
has  received  proper  cultivation.  The  crop  is  about 
three  weeks  late  and  the  receipts  are  correspond- 
ingly small  at  the  marts;  for  instance.  Wilmington 
received  on  Sept.  21st.  last  year.  3490  bales  and 
same  day  this  year  only  482  bales.  The  total  re- 
ceipts for  this  year  are  6520  bales  and  for  last  year 
to  date  47118  bales,  showing  a  shortage  of  40591 
bales  for  twenty-one  days  or  about  two  thousand 
bales  a  day. 

Our  last  August  meeting  was  a  thorough  suc- 
cess. We  had  several  new  faces  and  the  effect 
was  refreshing,  with  two  applications  and  one 
initiation  we  had  food  for  thought  and  hope  to  see 
the  same  spirit  manifested  frequently  and  our 
Division  will  soon  be  in  the  fore  front.  Brothers 
Harker.  Johnson  and  Clemmons  have  returned 
from  their  summer  outing,  very  much  refreshed, 
except  Brother  Clemmons  who  took  himself  and 
family  to  the  salt  marshes  of  eastern  North  Caro- 
lina for  the  benefit  of  air  and  mosquitos  and  is 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  his  success,  for  the 
mosquitos.  like  the  air,  were  exceedingly  attentive. 
Brother  McCullough  has  just  returned  from  Buf- 
falo, where  he  saw  all  that  was  to  be  seen  and 
more.  too.  Brother  Samuel  Carmen  is  now  on  a 
tour  of  recreation  and  we  hope  to  see  him  much 
improved.  Brother  Hill  is  also  on  the  fiy  but  we 
are  at  a  loss  to  know  where  he  will  light.  Brother 
W.  A.  Cole.  Chairman  of  Florence  Platform  Divi- 
sion, has  been  absent  for  several  weeks  and  that 
contingent  feels  his  need.  He  has  been  playing 
monkey  wrench  over  various  divisions  of  the  sys- 
tem. We  met  him  recently  at  Sumter  with  a  Coon 
excursion  bound  for  Charleston:  if  he  ever  re- 
turned we  have  not  met  him.  Brother  T.  H. 
Harllee  has  also  been  deputized  to  share  with 
Brother  Cole  the  honors  of  the  excursion  season 
and  we  learn  he  is  willing  for  the  excursionists  to 
fight  provided  they  keep  the  door  locked  so  be 
will  not  be  disturbed.  We  agree  with  him.  Our 
meeting  on  the  22nd  was  well  attended  and  very 
much  edified  by  Brother  Hunter,  who  furnished  us 
with  a  graphic  description  of  his  recent  experi- 
ence in  southern  territory.  He  told  us  of  the  con- 
sideration shown  him  and  the  kindness  extended 
in  every  way  and  we  take  this  method  of  thanking 
the  Brothers  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  our 
Brother  who  strayed  from  our  fold  on  a  wild  goose 
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chase.  He  is  now  a  wiser  and  better  man  and  can 
give  ns  pointers  on  "a  rolling;  stone  eat  hers  no 
moss."  If  our  dissatisfied  Brothers  will  take  Sam's 
advice  they  will  remain  at  home  and  nurse  their 
woes,  rather  than  flee  to  a  section  that  offers  no  in- 
ducement save  the  gratification  of  a  delusion  and. 
alas,  a  realization  of  a  snare!  If  Carolina's  sons 
would  remain  within  her  borders  and  exert  the 
same  energy  as  when  on  distant  soil  there  would 
be  no  cause  to  seek  pastures  new.  Remain  at 
home.  Brothers,  and  help  to  build  up  prosperity 
by  developing  the  resources  which  are  absolutely 
unlimited.  Commencing  with  October  our  sum- 
mer meetings  are  at  an  end  and  we  meet  regularly 
on  tbe  2nd  and  4th  Sundays  at  2  p.  m.  where  seats 
are  free  and  your  presence  welcome. 
Wilmington.  N.  C.  La  Fayette. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Statement  of  receipts  for  the  Home  during  the 
month  of  September.  1901 : 

o.  a.  c.  DIVISIONS. 
NO.  AMT.       NO.  AMT. 

22  $12  00     246  $24  00 

44   5  00   

Total  $41  00 


AMT. 

..$3  00 
..5  00 
..5  00 
..5  00 
10  00 
..2  00 
..5  00 


L.  A.  TO  O.  R.  C. 

NO.  AMT.  NO. 

8u  $  5  00  100  

12   5  00  105  

17    5  00  114   

47    5  00  121  

80   5  00  139  

93   5  00  143  „ 

99   1  00  147  7 

TotAl  $72  00 

B.  of  R.  T.  Lodges   36  05 

B.  of  L.  E.  Divisions   29  00 

B.  of  L.  F.  Lodges   10  00 

L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T.  Lodges   53  30 

L.  A.  to  B.  L.  F.  Lodges  43  00 

G.  I.  A.  to  B.  L.  E.  Divisions  81  00 

PERSONAL. 

Mrs.  Stage).  2  cans  pine  apple. 

Mrs.  William  Golden.  Conemaugh.  Pa   25 

R.  A.  Pontow.  member  of  Division  86. 0.  R.C.  5  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sile  of  old  fruit  jars...-.   I  25 

Sale  of  veal  calf   7  02 

Sister  Cruch.  of  San  Luis  Potosi.  Mexico,  pre- 
sented a  set  of  Mexican  drawn  work  doylies 
to  the  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C  .  No.  134.  which  they 
I  raffled  and  sent  the  proceeds  to  the  Home..  12  50 

Grand  total  $391  37 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Watson. 
Highland  Park.  111.     S.  &  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  all  absorbing  topic  of  tbe  day  is  tbe  assassin- 
ation of  our  beloved  President.  The  last  sad  rites 
have  been  performed  and  the  body  of  President 
McKinley  lies  entombed  at  Canton,  Ohio,  his  old 
home.  Memorial  services  were  held  not  only 
there,  but  literally  throughout  the  world.  The 
suspension  of  business  in  tbe  United  States  was 
complete  and  in  every  city.  town,  village  and 
hamlet  there  were  demonstrations  to  express  the 
sorrow  so  universally  felt.  Never  in  the  history 
of  any  nation  were  its  people  so  entirely  united  in 
a  great  grief  as  has  been  those  of  the  United  States 
in  the  presence  of  this  calamity.  Never  in  the 
history  of  the  world  has  there  been  so  general  or 


more  sincere  sympathy  in  all  of  the  nations.  For 
the  chosen  ruler  of  a  great  people:  for  the  maa 
whose  simple  virtues  claimed  the  love  of  all  who 
knew  bim:  for  tbe  victim  of  a  crime  unspeakable 
in  causelessness.  the  people  of  all  lands  gave 
tribute  of  respect.  At  tbe  last  the  honored  leader 
is  laid  to  rest.  But  the  good  he  has  done  lives 
after  bim.  Tbe  lessons  of  bis  life  and  of  bis  death 
are  as  guiding  beacons.  As  might  be  expected, 
all  the  expressions  with  regard  to  the  assassina- 
tion of  President  McKinley  vie  with  one  another  in 
the  condemnation  of  the  atrocious  crime.  They 
are  also  practically  a  unit  in  demanding  that  Con- 
gress shall  without  delay  provide  adequate  penal- 
ties for  this  crime  in  the  form  of  a  national  statute 
making  tbe  attempt  to  kill  the  President.  Vice 
President  or  any  of  the  cabinet  punishable  by 
death,  and  the  teaching  of  the  doctrines  of  anarchy 
by  imprisonment  for  life:  or.  let  the  several  powers 
purchase  an  island  sufficiently  large  enough  to 
maintain  them  and  all  stand  their  pro  rata  share  in 
keeping  tbem  secure  and  thus  rid  the  countries  of 
this  dangerous  element. 

Business  on  the  P.  &  L.  E.  was  never  beavier  in 
the  history  of  the  road,  as  the  number  of  trains  it 
has  poured  into  the  Youngs  town  yards  in  the  past 
three  months  has  completely  blocked  tbe  Lake 
Shore  and  the  Erie  roads  which  get  almost  an 
equal  share  of  the  freight,  and  the  smoothness  is 
the  way  our  traffic  is  handled  is  a  marvel  and  a 
credit  to  the  management:  bence  the  name  Little 
Giant.  In  consequence  of  the  above  the  boys  are 
making  good  time.  Those  that  were  able  to  stand 
lots  of  hogging  out  last  montb  have  earned— con- 
ductors from  one  hundred  sixty  to  one  hundred 
seventy  dollars:  brakemen.  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  ten  dollars.  On  tbe  way  to  tbe  pay  car 
last  month  I  was  hailed  by  Brother  Butler  to  as- 
certain which  way.  and  when  I  pointed  to  the  pay 
car  he  said,  "It's  no  use.  you  are  too  late.  Fiddle 
Chin  Cooper  robbed  it  by  reason  of  his  many  bog 
outs  last  montb."  Now  don't  get  mad.  Brother 
Cooper,  for  the  only  way  to  stop  such  talk  is  to 
stop  bogging  out. 

Brotbers  E.  Reese  and  G.  W.  Riley  have  been  on 
regular  passenger  all  summer  and  still  wear  the 
same  size  hat.  Brother  Embree  is  still  boldiog 
down  one  of  tbe  nigger  locals  and  has  the  same 
smile  as  of  yore  even  though  the  road  is  blocked 
and  making  thirty-six  hour  trips.  Brother  High 
Side  Collins  is  holding  down  the  opposite  side  with 
equal  results.  Brother  M.  Ryan  is  home  from  the 
Hot  Springs  entirely  recovered  from  his  malady, 
having  gained  nearly  fifty  pounds  in  flesh  and 
speaks  the  very  highest  praises  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Mc- 
Clendon.  a  railroad  staff  doctor,  who  be  alone 
attributes  the  saving  of  his  life,  of  which  they 
had  little  bopes  for  on  bis  arrival,  from  tbe  fact 
that  be  had  fallen  down  to  only  seventy-eight 
pounds.  Brother  Ryan  advises  all  Brothers  in 
quest  of  health  atthat  place  to  solicit  the  aid  of 
this  doctor,  especially  those  with  slender  purses. 
To  tbe  medical  and  hotel  treatment  and  the  kind- 
ness of  the  Brothers  enroute.  he  wants  to  thank 
them  all  through  this  medium.  Our  annual  election 
is  drawing  near  and  I  will  have  to  devote  considera- 
ble time  in  electioneering  to  hold  my  office  as  cor- 
respondent as  there  are  several  strong  members 
in  the  field  after  it.  I  only  solicited  one  pledge 
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yesterday  after  being  out  all  day,  that  of  Brother 
Jas.  Edwards.  If  yon  want  it  I  will  support  yon. 
says  he.  I  will  tell  yon  something  about  our  next 
convention  city  in  my  next.  Any  worthy  Brother 
passing  this  way  in  search  of  office  can  get  work 
here.  Edward  Funk. 

McKees  Rocks.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Condnctor: 
Division  207  held  a  special  meeting  to  enjoy 

the  pleasure  of  meeting  and  affiliating  with 

Brother  L.  E.  Sheppard.  our  highly  respected 
and  honored  Grand  Junior  Conductor.  After 
the  regular  routine  of  business,  we  were  de- 
lighted and  enlightened  by  a  forty-five  minutes 
discourse  by  our  visitor,  who  in  an  earnest  and  in- 
teresting manner  gave  ns  a  bstter  understanding 
of  the  principles  of  the  O.  R.  C.  and  also  gave  us  a 
great  deal  of  good  advice,  which  if  followed,  will 
only  redound  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  us  all.  He 
also  spoke  words  of  encouragement  in  regard  to 
the  reiief  fund  for  the  benefit  of  disabled  conduc- 
tors and  gave  us  an  insight  into  the  working  of  the 
Conductor's  Home.  His  visit  was  a  source  of 
great  pleasure  to  all  who  were  present,  and  was 
attended  by  all  members  of  207  who  were  in  Amory 
at  the  time,  also  by  a  few  visiting  Brothers  from 
Divisions  175  and  186.  Brother  Sheppard  was  only 
with  us  from  11:55  a.  m.  until  4:20  p.  m..  but  in  that 
short  time  he  ingratiated  himself  with  us  to  such 
an  extent  that  his  next  visit  will  be  looked  forward 
to  with  anticipations  of  the  greatest  pleasure. 
The  meeting  was  attended  by  Brothers  Wells.  H. 
E.  Smith.  York.  Frazier.  Kindal.  Creagb.  Side- 
bo t nam  and  Garrard  of  207.  and  Jno.  Connelly  of  186 
and  Brother  Castello  of  175.       C.  A.  Garrard. 

Amory.  Miss. 

«5 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

July  8tb.  1902,  will  make  me  a  member  of  the  O. 
R.  C.  for  twenty-five  years.  I  became  a  member 
of  Division  4  on  the  8th  day  of  July.  1877.  and  I  have 
my  certificate  of  membership  with  me  now.  and 
today  as  I  was  looking  over  some  old  papers  I 
found  wbat  I  thought  was  lost  and  the  old  mem- 
bers of  the  O.  R.  C.  can  fully  realize  how  glad  I 
was  to  find  this  old  certificate  of  membership. 
The  O.  R.  C.  now  was  then  the  Condnctor  Broth- 
erhood and  printed  npon  the  face  of  this  old 
certificate  of  membership  is  clasped  bands,  per- 
petual friendship  and  a  "little  red  caboose  behind 
the  train."  although  the  train  is  not  visible,  with 
Chas.  H.  Norton.  C.  C.  and  H.  B.  Hamble.  R.  C. 
1  became  a  member  of  Division  4  while  I  was  con- 
ductor on  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  R.  R.  Co.. 
in  charge  of  a  construction  train  which  laid  over 
nigbts  and  Sundays  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and 
being  a  young  conductor  not  up  to  the  tricks  of 
the  older  conductors.  I  was  an  easy  victim  for 
these  old  Iowa  Central  boys,  and  methinks  now 
they  had  it  in  for  this  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R  boys  and  to 
tell  you  that  they  hit  me— hit  hard— don't  do  them 
all  justice.  But  I  took  it  like  a  man  with  the 
thought  that  I  would  have  some  fun  some  day. 
myself,  and  the  lesson  I  received  I  will  never  for- 
get; to  tell  you  the  truth  I  was  almost  done  for. 
You  see  us  C.  ft  N.  W.  R.  R.  men  were  on  a  smooth 
track  always  with  a  down  hill  pull  and  those  Cen- 


tral of  Iowa  boys  went  in  the  ditch  at  any  old  time 
and  became  used  to  such  jars.  But  I  forgave  them 
years  ago  and  God  bless  them  all  is  my  prayer.  I 
joined  Division  4  because  there  was  not  a  Division 
at  Clinton  or  Belle  Plaine.  and  by  so  doing  I  have 
always  made  the  claim  that  I  was  the  first  member 
of  the  Conductor  Brotherhood,  or  virtually  the 
first  O.  R.  C.  member  west  of  the  Mississippi  river 
on  the  great  Chicago  ft  Northwestern  route:  and 
this  being  a  fact.  I  assure  the  O.  R.  C.  that  I  am 
very  proud  of  this  honor:  and  as  soon  as  Division 
33  became  a  Division  I  took  a  transfer  to  that  Di- 
vision. The  finding  of  my  old  certificate  of  mem- 
bership today  made  me  stop  and  reflect  over  the 
past  twenty-four  years  and  come  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  in  so  doing  I  try  hard  to  pick  out  the 
good  things  that  our  order  has  done  in  the  past  for 
its  members.  Of  course  our  insurance  is  very  good 
and  stands  npon  a  solid  foundation  and  has  been  a 
Godsend  to  many  of  our  Brothers  and  their  estima- 
ble families:  our  card,  with  a  friendly  and  brother- 
ly greeting,  is  grand,  even  sublime,  but  my  Broth- 
ers do  we  not  want  more  than  this?  It  has  been 
my  idea  for  the  last  twenty  years  that  all  kinds  of 
labor  organizations  were  on  the  wrong  track  and 
when  C.  S.  Wheaton  was  Grand  Chief  Condnctor 
of  our  order  I  tried  very  hard  to  have  him  put  a 
law  in  the  By-Laws  requiring  every  member  of  the 
.  O.  R.  C.  to  save  from  his  salary  every  month  and 
pnt  in  banks  to  his  credit  not  less  than  50  per  cent 
and  I  assured  him  that  after  our  members  had 
saved  50  per  cent  of  their  salariestfor  two  years  the 
battle  was  won.  and  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years 
the  O.  R.  C.  conld  build  a  railroad  if  they  wanted 
to,  and  the  members  would  be  stockholders  and 
owners  of  said  railroad.    Mr.  Wheaton  then  asked 
me  whatlway  we  could  make  a  Brother  save  one- 
half  of  his  earnings.  I  told  him  to  give  every  Chief 
Conductor  of  every  Division  the  right  to  know 
and  if  any  Brother  did  not  live  up  to  this  law  when 
he  could  do  so,  to  expel  him  from  the  Order  until 
he  would  live  up  to  the  Slaw.   The  idea.  Broth- 
ers, was  to  make  men  save  and  lay  up  something 
for  a  rainy  day  and  above  all  a  labor  organization 
will  never  amount  to  much  until  the  members  of 
such  an  organization  do  something  to  create  capi- 
tal or  money  to  go  with  their  labor,  and  labor  or- 
ganizations will  never  be  in  a  position  to  only  say 
"Good  morning"  to  capital  until  each  member  of 
any  labor  organization  has  saved  at  least  50  per 
cent  of  their  salaries  for  two  or  five  years.  Then 
when  they  want  anything  that  they  should  have, 
they  can  demand  it.  and  when  capital  understands 
that  labor  can  live  for  twelve  months  or  longer 
without  working,  capital  will  be  ready  at  once  to 
do  the  proper  thing.  But  when  capital  can  sit 
back  in  his  easy  chair  and  say  truthfully  that  labor 
will  all  be  back  in  thirty  days  as  hunger  will  starve 
them  back,  then  why  do  we  not  do  something  that 
will  benefit  our  cause?   When  men  save  50  per 
cent  of  their  earnings  it  makes  them  better  men. 
better  husbands  and  better  citizens,  and  I  can 
plainly  see  now  that  bad  Calvin  S.  Wheaton  made 
such  a  law  twenty-four  years  ago  the  old  members 
of  the  O.  R.  C.  would  not  wanted  a  home  created 
for  them  because  they  would  have  had  a  home  of 
their  own.  They  wonld  not  wanted  a  reserve  fund 
put  to  one  side  for  their  benefit,  because  they 
would  have  money  in  the  bank  and  property,  and 
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they  would  not  be  compelled  to  stand  a  list  of 
standard  rules  adopted  by  all  railroad  companies, 
viz,,  hear  a  watch  tick  three  feet  away  and  see  and 
tell  the  color  of  flags  when  they  are  placed  before 
you  when  all  officers  of  railroad  companies  know 
as  well  as  any  one  that  men  in  all  stations  of  life 
lose  their  sight  and  hearing  to  same  extent  be- 
tween the  ages  of  forty  and  fifty  years.    But  it 
there  is  a  business  upon  this  earth  that  can  do  well 
with  partially  deaf  and  blind  men.  it  is  railroad 
companies.  Imagine  the  noise  of  a  train  or  one  car 
•r  engine  as  it  goes  by  you.  or  the  whistling  of  an 
engine.  Oh.  for  shame!  This  is  only  an  excuse  to 
get  rid  of  men  whom  the  railroad  companies  have 
broken  down  and  worn  out.  and  because  the  old 
man  can't  stand  the  test  or  examination  that  the 
railroad  company  requires,  the  people  all  think 
tbe  railroad  company  is  justifiable  in  putting  this 
•Id  faithful  man  out  upon  the  streets  to  do  the  best 
he  can.  Now.  Brothers,  don't  read  this  article  and 
say  "  Oh.  pshaw!"  But  think  along  these  lines  that 
I  mention  here  and  when  you  go  to  tbe  Grand  Divi- 
sion bring  this  question  up  for  discussion  and  there 
and  then  formulate  a  plan  that  will  make  your 
brothers  save  a  part  of  their  earnings.  I  spoke  to  an 
•Id  O.  R.  C.  member  the  other  day  and  told  him 
what  my  ideas  were  along  this  line  twenty-four 
years  ago.and  he  looked  at  me  with  tears  in  bis  eyes 
and  said.  "My  God.  Hansell.if  they  had  done  that 
twenty-four  years  ago.  I  could  and  would  have  re- 
tired ten  years  ago."  But  his  money  went  and  with 
it  bis  strength  and  manhood  and  now  if  be  gets  a 
crossing  to  flag  or  engine  to  wipe  to  keep  tbe  wolf 
from  the  door,  be  will  be  in  great  luck.  And  now 
in  conclusion  I  will  only  say  tbat  my  O.  R.  C.  borne 
is  Division  33.  Clinton.  Iowa,  and  I  hope  to  let  my 
membership  remain  there,  because  I  am  getting 
•Id.  my  railroad  days  are  about  passed,  and  in  that 
beautiful  cemetery  at  Clinton.  Iowa,  some  fifteen 
years  ago.  I  laid  away  in  the  silent  grave,  my  be- 
loved wife  and  sweet  baby  boy.  and  I  trust  when 
my  time  comes  to  cross  over  to  tbe  other  side, 
there  will  be  enough  of  tbe  old  conductors  with 
tbe  assistance  of  tbe  young  O.  R.  C.  men  to  meet 
my  remains  and  take  and  place  beside  of  those  I 
love.  Will  M.  Hansell. 

Springfield.  Mo. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  310  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and 
taking  in.  new  members  at  all  meetings.  Since 
writing  you  last  one  of  our  most  esteemed  Broth- 
ers got  shot  by  a  cowardly  negro  and  has  had  a 
hard  time  of  it.  but  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  get  well. 
And  it  is  a  mystery  to  me  why  any  one  would 
shoot  Brother  Alfred  Perr.  as  he  has  always  a 
smile  on  his  face  and  a  good  word  to  every  one 
and  no  possible  chance  of  having  an  enemy  in  the 
world.  And  let  us  pray  for  bis  speedy  recovery 
and  keep  our  Gatling  guns  well  oiled  and  ready  for 
No.  2  on  such  dastardly  scoundrels  as  would  shoot 
down  a  man  when  he  is  laughing.  Well.  Brothers, 
the  time  has  come  for  us  to  fix  up  our  sanatorium, 
where  tbe  sick  Brothers  and  their  families  and 
friends  can  come  and  recruit  up  and  enjoy  our 
good  fishing  and  bathing  and  boating.  Now.  if  the 
Brothers  will  come  and  live  off  of  our  rich  sea 
food,  as  we  prepare  it  here,  and  remain  with  us 
as  much  as  we  desire  bim  to  stay  and  don't  leave 


here  feeling  like  a  sixteen-year-old.  though  he  be 
sixty,  he  can  eat  my  old  hat. 

Glad  to  learn  that  our  worthy  Chief  Conductor 
is  having  a  good  time  and  recruiting  up  and  get- 
ting in  good  shape  to  tackle  our  long  runs  and 
heavy  tonnage,  and  are  in  hopes  be  may  be  able 
to  keep  us  on  the  easy  side  of  the  grade  for  a  long 
time  to  come,  and  with  best  wishes  to  the  Order 
and  long  life  to  the  members.      Trout  Eateb. 

Orange  Grove.  Miss. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  September  issue  of  The  Conductor  is  at 
hand  and  its  contents  brim  full  of  entertaining  and 
useful  information,  the  editorials  exceptionally 
meritorious  and  well  worthy  the  effort  of  an  older 
scribe,  and  is  a  pen  picture  of  what  a  man  can  ac- 
complish if  his  heart  is  in  the  work,  even  if  he  has 
given  some  of  the  best  years  of  bis  life  to  the 
arduous  task  of  successfully  manipulating  a  sixty- 
car  freight  train.  The  editorial  under  the  title  of 
"Plain  Duty."  while  its  language  will  be  knotted 
whip-cords  to  some,  are  plain  facts,  and  it  is  high 
time  that  we  cease  to  deal  with  dereliction  of 
manly  duty  in  honied  words  and  homeopathic 
doses  when  stronger  mc  dicine  is  needed.  Broth- 
ers, we  have  tbe  remedy  at  band :  let  us  apply  the 
law  in  its  literal  meaning  in  our  local  Divisions 
and  there  will  arise  Phoenix-like  from  its  ashes.  • 
moral  wave  of  reform  cyclonic  in  its  action,  and 
purifying  in  its  effect.  I  know  I  will  be  criticised 
by  a  good  many,  who  will  say  this  is  not  charity, 
but  your  theories  of  charity,  from  my  standpoint 
are  false.  You  advocate  the  old  doctrine  of  dont 
kick  a  man  when  be  is  down.  Very  good.  Bat  let 
us  see.    When  a  man  violates  the  laws  of  his 
state,  does  tbe  state  excuse  ?  Oh.  no!  My  Brother 
but  it  says  you  have  disgraced  the  state  by  being 
a  law-breaker,  and  you  must  pay  the  penalty.  So 
our  laws  are  our  only  safe-guard,  and  he  who 
breaks  them  sbould  pay  tbe  penalty.  The  influ- 
ence of  and  interest  in  our  Order  is  greater  than 
of  a  few  of  its  members.  A  cold  and  un sympa- 
thizing world  is  looking  on.  and  if  we  give  license 
to  drunkenness  our  influence  is  soon  gone. 

I  wish  we  bad  more  members  who  had  a  hobby, 
such  as  Brother  W.  H.  Thomas,  of  Topeka.  vis: 
to  make  better  conductors,  and  I  do  not  know  of 
any  way  we  can  help  them  more  than  to  belp  them 
to  have  a  more  dignified  conception  of  their  pro- 
fession. 

Brother  Thomas  admits  this  to  be  his  first  letter 
to  The  Conductor.  Brother  Thomas,  please  ex- 
cuse me.  but  with  my  personal  knowledge  of  year 
great  love  for  our  Order,  and  with  the  evidence 
over  your  own  signature,  of  bow  your  big  heart 
fills  and  thrills.  I  feel  like  preferring  charge* 
against  you  for  unbrotherly  condnct  in  keepiflf 
silent  through  all  these  years.  Come  often. 
Brother  Thomas,  your  letter  was  worthy  of  the 
effort  and  you  don't  know  how  your  pure  life  and 
noble  influence  may  help  tear  away  the  debris 
from  some  other  Brother's  life.  I  wish  every 
member  of  the  Order  would  read  the  first  fra- 
ternal letter  in  September  number  from  Sedan. 
Ind..  under  the  nomdeplume  of  "Merit."  Hit 
letter  is  prophetic  of  what  will  transpire  in  the 
next  decade,  and  if  there  are  members  not  quali- 
fied they  had  better  get  aboard,  for  the  Merit  train 
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oming ;  yon  can  almost  bear  the  ramble  of  ber 
els.  If  yoa  are  not  qualified  you  better  spend 
your  nights  at  home  burning  tbe  midnight  oil.  and 
«uit  playing  with  politics  and  trying  to  be  butter- 
flies in  society.  Your  pursuit  in  life  wholly  unfits 
yon  for  eitber  place.  Merit,  please  show  your 
love  of  the  Order.  Throw  away  your  disguise  and 
tell  your  name.  You  are  worth  knowing.  Brothers, 
if  we  need  a  model  to  pattern  after  from  an 
earthly  standpoint  to  assist  us  in  being  better  men 
where  a  better  example  than  he.  for  whom  the 
civilized  world  has  been  in  sackcloth  and  ashes  for 
tbe  past  ten  days  ?  Whether  from  standpoint  of 
•nty  to  parent,  his  great  love  for  country,  or  as 
ardent  lover  down  to  the  period  of  finished  diplo- 
mat in  tbe  death  struggle,  there  goes  out  from 
that  great  life  a  fragrance  that  teaches  forgive- 
ness to  onr  enemies,  destroys  the  doctrine  of  in- 
fidelity and  teaches  a  reality  in  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ,  pure  and  indisputable,  tbat  will  be  a 
benediction  to  millions  yet  unborn,  and  if.  through 
his  death,  awful  as  the  sacrifice  was.  there  shall 
come  to  the  nation  higher  conception  of  patriot- 
ism, greater  love  for  God  and  his  fellow  man  and 
the  complete  destruction  of  those  isms  that  have 
made  the  old-world  kings  tremble  and  their 
thrones  totter,  he  will  not  have  made  tbe  sacrifice 
in  vain.  R.  B.  Evans. 

Ft.  Wayne.  Ind. 

Rditor  Railway  Conductor: 

Having  seen  nothing  from  Division  409  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  inform  the  Brother  readers  we 
•rganized  in  January  last.  We  now  have  a  mem- 
bership of  twenty-five.  Brother  W.  B.  Henderson, 
enr  delegate  to  the  convention,  is  now  on  the 
A.  T.  &  S.  P..  at  LaJunta.  Colorado,  and  in  the  loss 
•f  him  No.  409  has  lost  one  of  her  main  stays,  but 
still  we  are  moving  along.  Quite  a  little  dissatis- 
faction among  the  boys  in  general  exists  about 
heavy  trains  and  no  overtime,  but  we  have  a  good 
road-bed  and  good  rolling  stock,  good  engines  and 
good  cabooses.  The  old  box-car  caboose  is  a  thing 
•f  the  past.  Nearly  all  now  are  of  tbe  cupalo  type. 
I  would  advise  any  Brother  looking  for  a  location 


not  to  try  the  C.  &  E.  L.  for  they  are  sure  to  be 
more  or  less  dissatisfied.  Runs  are  foo  long, 
trains  too  heavy,  and  in  too  many  terminals  no  yard 
engines,  making  it  disagreeable  when  compared 
with  other  roads.  But  this  letter  is  not  intended 
for  a  grumbler.  Any  Brother  coming  our  way  is 
sure  of  a  cordial  welcome  and  we  will  at  all  times 
be  glad  to  see  bim  if  in  line.  B.  I.  M. 

St.  Elmo.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductc  * 

Divisioni  115  had  seventeen  Brothers— a  rep- 
resentative from  every  road  and  division  run- 
ning out  of  San  Francisco— present  at  our  last 
meeting.  Thos.  Schuck.  who  has  been  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  lose  his  eye-sight,  has  to  be  led  around. 
Our  Assistant  Chief  Conductor.  Frank  E.  Parley, 
unfortunately  met  with  a  very  severe  and  painful 
accident  on  last  Friday,  near  Port  Costa.  It  ap- 
pears they  bad  backed  in  against  some-car.  and  in 
pulling  out  and  placing  the  cars  he  set  the  brakes 
and  attempted  to  step  on  the  caboose  and  then 
give  a  go-ahead  signal,  but  at  this  critical  moment 
the  train  started  ahead  and  poor  Frank  missed 
the  caboose  and  down  he  went,  striking  on  his 
feet,  breaking  three  bones  in  his  instep  and  injur- 
ing the  heel  of  the  right  foot.  It  appears  bis  left 
foot  escaped  and  did  not  break  any  bones.  I  called 
on  him  today.  I  found  bim  in  bed  and  his  feet 
incased  in  plaster-paris  and  under  the  care  of  his 
faithful  wife.  Frank  is  not  an  advocate  of  tbe 
Home  or  Farm  idea.  He  proves  that  by  refusing 
to  go  the  S.  P.  Ry.  hospital.  He  said  "No!  take 
me  to  my  home  and  dear  good  wife,  that  she  may 
be  near  me  during  my  suffering."  The  Brothers 
and  friends  have  proved  their  brotherly  love  for 
Frank  by  calling  to  see  him  and  wishing  him  a 
speedy  recovery. 

I  suppose  all  Divisions  are  looking  around  for 
new  candidates  to  fill  the  offices  of  each  Division 
at  the  election  in  November.  As  to  Division  115 
I  don't  hear  anything  and  it  is  not  intended  that  I 
should  know  what  is  going  on  for  or  against  me.  I 
I  can  only  say.  Brothers,  do  your  duty  as  Brothers; 
the  records  of  the  past  speak  for  themselves. 
San  Francisco.  Calif.    Milton  G.  Pumphrbt. 


AN  BNBnV 

BY  MILKS 

I  love  my  neighbor,  and  grieve  to  find 

My  fellow  simple  or  halt  or  blind. 

I  wish  that  every  girl  and  boy 

Were  born  inlhonor.  brought  forth  with  Joy. 

I  wish  each  hungering  soul  before 
Swung  opportunity's  open  door. 
I  wish  the  privilege  to  each  sent 
To  reach  his  highest  development. 

I  wish  each  man  were  master  of 
Himself,  but  servant  to  all  in  love. 
I  wish  that  each  might  his  right  assert 
To  pay  according  to  his  desert. 


OP  50CIBTY. 

DAWSON. 

I  wish  to  every  true  man's  arms 
Some  glorious  woman  would  yield  her  charms 
I  wish  each  father  might  view  with  pride 
His  perfect  progeny  by  his  side. 

I  wish  for  each  a  serene  old  age. 
Respected,  dignified,  worthy,  sage. 
I  wish  that  each,  with  his  fate  content. 
To  his  long  home  in  his  full  time  went. 

For  these  desires  I  am  said  to  be 
An  enemy  of  society. 
The  charge  is  singular,  brother  can 
Society  be  the  foe  of  man? 
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Insurable  Interest. 

Life  insurance,-  whether  issued  by  a  fra- 
ternal association,  or  a  stock  company,  is 
in  no  wise  a  contract  of  indemnity,  and 
has  nothing  in  common  with  a  contract 
of  indemnity.  It  is  merely  a  contract  to 
pay  a  given  sum  at  death  of  the  insured. 
The  importance  of  this  is  too  often  mis- 
understood. 

Life  insurance,  then,  may  be  defined  to 
be  a  contract  by  which  the  insurers,  either 
a  stock  or  mutual  company,  in  considera- 
tion of  an  annual  payment,  or  assess- 
ments, agree  to  pay  the  person  for  whose 
benefit  the  insurance  is  effected,  or  his 
estate,  a  sum  of  money  or  annuity  on  the 
death  of  the  person  whose  life  is  insured. 

Who  May  be  Insured. 

Every  person  may  enter  into  a  contract 
of  life  insurance  who  is  not,  by  law,  in- 
competent to  contract  generally.  In  the 
matter  of  fraternal  insurance  membership 
in  good  standing  in  the  order  or  associa- 
tion are  essential  requisites  primarily. 
Besides  the  general  capacity  to  enter  into 
a  valid  contract,  it  is  essential  that  every 
person  effecting  a  life  insurance  should 
have  an  insurable  interest  in  the  life  in- 
sured. The  question  of  "insurable  inter- 
est" and  public  policy  governing  it  is 
not  generally  understood  by  the  appli- 
cants for  membership  and  insurance. 
The  law  forbids,  from  consideration  of 
public  policy,  any  person  to  insure  the 
life  of  another  unless  he  has  some  inter- 
est in  the  prolonging  of  the  life  of  such  per- 
son. The  difficulty  courts  and  benefit 
associations  have  experienced  is  not  so 
much  in  defining  the  rule,  but  in  its  ap- 
plication. It  is  in  respect  to  the  benefi- 
ciary, or  person  for  whose  benefit  the  in- 
surance is  effected.  It  is  in  respect  to 
the  beneficiary,  or  person  for  whose  bene- 
fit the  insurance  is  effected,  that  the 


greatest  differences  are  found  between 
the  form  of  insurance  furnished  by  the 
benefit  societies  and  that  given  by  regu- 
lar life  insurance  companies.  The  latter 
are  free  to  contract  with  whom  they 
choose  and  in  the  manner  they  prefer, 
subject  only  to  the  restraint  imposed  by 
public  policy;  the  beneficiaries  of  the  so- 
cieties or  fraternal  insurance  are  gener- 
ally limited  to  specified  classes,  either 
relatives,  dependents,  creditors  or  affian- 
ces, and  out  of  these  they  cannot  go.  The 
subject  of  insurable  interest  is  a  most 
important  one  in  the  law  of  fraternal  or 
mutual  life  insurance.  This  is  a  matter 
to  be  well  understood  in  the  beginning  as 
courts  have  discussed  this  subject  with 
great  earnestness  and  vigorous  reasoning. 
The  policy  of  the  law  does  not  permit 
any  one  to  insure  the  life  of  another  in 
which  he  has  not  at  the  time  an  insurable 
interest,  because  such  contracts  would  be 
in  the  nature  of  a  wager  or  speculation  in 
human  life  and  lead  to  crime.  But  pre- 
cisely what  interest  is  necessary  in  order 
to  take  the  policy  out  of  the  category  of 
mere  wager,  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
discussion.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  the  highest  authority  in 
this  country,  in  the  case  of  Hysinger  vs. 
Association,  42  M.  A.  627,  in  passing  upon 
the  subject  said:  "An  interest  of  some 
sort  in  the  insured  life  must  exist.  A 
man  cannot  take  out  insurance  on  the  life 
of  a  total  stranger,  nor  on  that  of  one 
who  is  not  so  connected  with  him  as  to 
make  the  continuance  of  the  life  a  matter 
of  some  real  interest  to  him.  It  is  well 
settled  that  a  man  has  a  insurable  inter- 
est in  his  own  life  and  that  of  his  wife  and 
children;  a  woman  in  the  life  of  her  hus- 
band, the  creditor  in  the  life  of  the  debt- 
or. Any  reasdnaule  expectation  of  pecu- 
niary benefit  or  advantage  from  the  con- 
tinued life  of  another,  creates  an  insur- 
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able  interest  in  such  life.  A  man  may 
effect  an  insurance  on  his  own  life  for  the 
benefit  of  a  relative  or  friend;  or  two  or 
more  persons  on  their  joint  lives  for  the 
benefit  of  the  survivior  or  surviviors. 
The  essential  thing  is  that  the  policy 
shall  be  obtained  in  good  faith,  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  speculating  upon  the 
hazards  of  a  life  in  which  the  insured  has 
no  interest." 

Effect  of  Cessation  of  Insurable  Interest. 

Many  policies  are  issued  in  favor  of 
persons  who  have  a  legal  and  moral  in- 
surable interest  in  the  life  insured  but 
subsequently  by  reason  of  estrangement 
or  otherwise  the  insurable  interest  ceases. 
This  question  arises  most  frequently  in 
case  of  separation  and  divorce  of  hus- 
band and  wife.  Courts  have  held,  how- 
ever, that  a  policy  taken  out  in  good 
faith  and  valid  at  its  inception,  is  not 
avoided  by  the  cessation  of  the  insurable 
interest,  unless  such  be  the  necessary 
effect  of  the  provisions  of  the  policy 
itself.  (Tyler  vs.  Association,  145  Mass., 
134).  A  brother  has  been  held  to  have  no 
insurable  interest  in  the  life  of  a  brother; 
(39  Com.,  ICO)  but  under  all  circumstances 
a  wife  has  an  insurable  interest  in  the 
life  of  her  husband  (94  U.  S., 457),  though 
it  has  been  said  that  to  support  the  inter- 
est she  must  be  his  lawful  wife  (2  Ins.  L. 
J.,  588,  38  M.  A.,  543);  and  divorce  subse- 
quent to  the  policy  does  not  vitiate  such 
policy  (28  Mo.,  383),  but  see  (145  Mass., 
134),  and  it  has  even  been  held  that  a 
woman  living  with  a  man  as  his  wife, 
though  not  legally  married  to  him,  has  an 
insurable  interest  in  his  life  (41  Ga.,338). 
If  a  woman  is  the  wife  of  the  insured  the 
fact  that  she  is  named  in  the  certificate 
by  another  name  does  not  effect  her  rights 
(21  Fed.  R.,  698).  In  a  mutual  benefit  or 
fraternal  society  the  description  of  the 
beneficiary  as  the  "wife"  of  the  member, 
when  she  was  not  so  in  fact,  has  been 
held  not  to  invalidate  the  designation 
(7  Daly,  168).  A  woman  engaged  to  be 


married  to  a  man  has  an  insurable  inter- 
est in  his  life  (52  Mo.,  213);  but  in  Massa- 
chusetts an  engaged  woman  has  been 
held  not  to  be  a  "dependent"  upon  her 
betrothed  within  the  meaning  of  the  stat- 
ute authorizing  members  of  a  benefit 
society  to  designate  "dependents"  as 
their  beneficiaries  (140  Mass.,  580). 

Employers  Liability  Law. 

Judge  Baker,  of  the  Indiana  Supreme 
Court,  in  construeing  the  employers  lia- 
bility act,  recently  enacted  by  the  legis- 
lature, held,  in  the  case  of  the  Union 
Railway  Co.  vs.  Hanlihan,  that  a  railroad 
company  is  liable  for  personal  injury 
suffered  by  an  employe  while  acting  with- 
in the  scope  of  his  employment,  and  free 
from  contributory  negligence,  where  such 
injury  was  caused  by  the  negligence  of 
any  person  in  the  employ  of  such  cor- 
poration without  regard  to  whether  the 
injured  person  was  at  the  time  obeying 
and  conforming  to  the  -  order  of  some 
superior  having  authority  to  direct.  The 
law  is  not  unconstitutional  by  reason  of 
making  railroads  liable  to  their  employes 
for  injuries  under  circumstances  when 
other  employers  would  not  be  so  liable. 
The  classification  made  is  the  basis  of 
the  peculiar  hazard  of  railroading,  and 
relates  directly  to  the  objects  to  be  ac- 
complished and  applies  equally  to  all 
employes  within  the  class;  and  the  separ- 
ation of  railroads  from  other  businesses 
was  not  an  unconstitutional  discrimina- 
tion. Under  the  Employers  Liability  Act, 
the  negligence  of  an  engineer  is  the  negli- 
gence of  the  railroad  company,  and  the 
co-employe  doctrine  no  longer  prevails. 
Under  the  ruling  by  Judge  Baker,  liability 
companies  will  have  greatly  increased 
hazards  to  take  into  account.  In  effect  it 
means  that  every  employe  injured  while 
in  the  line  of  duty,  if  free  from  contribut- 
ing toward  such  injury,  is  entitled  to 
damages,  notwithstanding  his  injury  is 
due  to  the  negligence  of  a  fellow  servant. 
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A.  Foster  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Mexico  Northern. 

R.  S.  Quigley  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Hocking  Valley. 

E.  C.  Hawkins  has  resigned  as  general 
manager  of  the  White  Pass  &  Yukon. 

L.  F.  Loree  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling. 

H.  A.  Kennedy  has  been  elected  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Spokane  Falls  &  Northern. 

C.  G.  Hickox  has  been  chosen  first  vice- 
president  of  the  Toledo  &  Ohio  Central 
lines. 

J.  R.  Rogers  has  resigned  as  train- 
master of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio,  at  Jackson, 
Tenn. 

P.  A.  Horan  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Texas  Midland  at  Terrell, 
Texas. 

E.  W.  Rollins  [has  resigned  as  vice- 
president  of  the  Florence  &  Cripple 
Creek 

E.  E.  Stoup  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Southern  Railway  at  Selma, 
Alabama. 

Decatur  Axtell  has  been  chosen  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  the  Toledo  &  Ohio 
Central  lines. 

W.  S.  Fraser  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Louisana  &  Arkansas  at 
Stamps,  Ark. 

T.  B.  Coppage  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Arkansas  Southern 
atRuston,  La. 

H.  J.  Sheuing  has  resigned  as  train- 
master of  the  Illinois  Central  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. 

M.  I.  Griffin  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Southern  Pacific  between 
Ogden  and  Carlin. 

J.  H.  Glover  has  resigned  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Pittsburg  division  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

Cecil  Gabbett  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  the  fourth  division  of  the 
Seaboard  Air  Line. 

F.  E.  Allen  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  at 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

W.  J.  Olcott  has  been  elected  president 


of  the  Duluth  Missabe  &  Northern,  vice 
F.  T.  Gates,  resigned. 

J.  M.  Ferris  has  been  chosen  second 
vice-president  and  secretary  of  the  Toledo 
&  Ohio  Central  lines. 

J.  B.  Stewart  has  resigned  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Pennsylvania  division  of 
the  New  York  Central. 

C.  S.  Lake  has  been  appointed  assistant 
trainmaster  of  the  Pocahantas  division  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western. 

W.  H.  Churchill  has  resigned  as  divi- 
sion superintendent  of  the  Kansas  City, 
Memphis  &  Birmingham. 

T.  N.  Wood  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Gulf  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe. 
Office  at  Beaumont,  Texas. 

E.  H.  Harriman  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Southern  Pacific  to  succeed 
Charles  M.  Hays,  resigned. 

J.  H.  Davisson  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas,  at  Smithville,  Texas. 

N.  Monsarrat,  president  of  the  Hocking 
Valley,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Toledo  &  Ohio  Central,  also. 

W.  A.  McGovern  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Southern  Pacific  be- 
tween Carlin  and  Wadsworth. 

J.  H.  White  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Louisana  &  Arkansas. 
Headquarters  at  Stamps,  Ark. 

T.  H.  Given  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Charleston  Glendenen  &  Sutton. 
Headquarters  at  Pittsburg,  Pa 

J.  J.  Mahoney  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Ft.  Smith  &  Western. 
Headquarters  at  Ft.  Smith,  Ark. 

Louis  W.  Hill  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  the  president  of  the  Great  Nor- 
thern.  Headquarters  at  St.  Paul. 

Waldemar  Brummer  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Mexican  railway. 
Headquarters  at  Mexico  City,  Mex. 

J.  R.  Sage  has  been  appointed  assistant 
to  the  president  of  the  Lehigh  &  New 
England.  Office  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Jeff  N.  Miller  has  been  appointed  act- 
ing manager  of  the  Houston  Sc  Texas  Cen- 
tral.  Headquarters  at  Houston,  Tex. 
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F.  H.  Benjamin  has  been  appointed 
assistant  master  of  trains  of  the  Nashville 
division  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville. 

E.  A.  Austin  has  been  appointed  acting- 
superintendent  of  the  Kansas  South- 
western, a  part  of  the  Santa  Fe  system. 

H.  R.  Irvine  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  St.  Louis  Kansas  City  & 
Colorado.   Headquarters  at  Union,  Mo. 

A.  H.  Aldridge  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Moshassuck 
Valley.  Headquarters  at  Saylesville,  R.  I. 

W.  T.  Caldwell  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Freeport  division  of 
the  Illinois  Central.  Office  at  Freeport, 
111. 

Seely  Dunn  has  resigned  as  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Henderson  &  St. 
Louis  division  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville. 

Geo.  C.  Rivers  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Gulf  &  Brazos 
Valley.  Headquarters  at  Mineral  Wells, 
Texas. 

E.  A.  Blake  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Pocahantas  division  of  the 
Norfolk  &  Western.  Office  at  Bluefield, 
W.  Va. 

W.  Hale  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  fourth  division  of  the  Sea- 
board Air  Line.  Headquarters  at  Savan- 
nah, Ga. 

L.  R.  Ford  has  been  elected  vice-presi- 
dent and  traffic  manager  of  the  Florence 
&  Cripple  Creek.  Headquarters  at  Den- 
ver, Colo. 

Peter  Boyd  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  Benwood  & 
Wheeling  Connecting.  Headquarters  at 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

D.  W.  Dinan  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Pennsylvania  division  of 
the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  at 
Corning,  N.  Y. 

James  Geddes  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant to  the  general  manager  of  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville.  Headquarters  at 
Louisville,  Ky. 

L.  W.  Bowen  has  been  appointed  acting 
superintendent  of  the  Kalispell  division 
of  the  Great  Northern.  Headquarters  at 
Kalispell,  Mont. 

'  T.  E.  Brooks  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Nashville  division  of  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville.  Headquarters  at 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

C.  M.  Shelby  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent and  auditor  of  the  El  Paso  & 
Northeastern,  of  Texas.  Headquarters 
at  El  Paso  Texas. 

S.  W.  Derrick  has  been  appointed  divi- 
sion superintendent  of  the  Minneapolis, 
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St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Headquart- 
ers at  Oakes,  N.  D. 

D.  F.  Bushef  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Chihuahua  division 
of  the  Mexican  Central.  Headquarters  at 
Chihuahua,  Mexico. 

George  H.  Stevens  has  been  appointed 
assistant  general  superintendent  of  the 
New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River.  Head- 
quarters at  New  York. 

E.  J.  Hay  low  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Birmingham  Mineral 
branch  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville. 
Office  at  Birmingham,  Ala. 

E.  Pennington  has  been  elected  second 
vice-president  of  the  Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul  &  Ste.  Marie,  in  addition  to  his 
duties  as  general  manager. 

J.  O.  Reed  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  Pittsburg!  Johnstown  Eb- 
ensburg  and  Eastern.  The  office  of  gen- 
eral manager  has  been  abolished. 

H.  A.  Kennedy  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant general  superintendent  of  the  lines 
west  of  Minot  of  the  Great  Northern. 
Headquarters  at  Spokane,  Wash. 

E.  F.  Stollenwerk  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Birmingham  and  Mont- 
gomery division  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville. Office  at  Birmingham,  Ala. 

P.  E.  Crowley  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Pennsylvania  division 
of  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River. 
Headquarters  at  Corning,  New  York. 

J.  M.  Bennett  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Red  River  Texas  and 
Southern,  a  part  of  the  St.  Louis  &  San 
Francisco.   Office  at  Sherman,  Texas. 

W.  C.  Rowland  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral yardmaster  for  the  Central  of  New 
Jersey  at  Phillipsburg,  with  jurisdiction 
from  Bloomsburg  to  Glendon,  inclusive. 

F.  W.  Everett  has  been  appointed  chief 
train-master  of  the  western  division  of 
the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River 
and  West  shore  roads.   Office  at  Buffalo, 


M.  S.  Connors,  general  superintendent 
of  the  Hocking  Valley,  has  also  been  ap- 

{>ointed  general  superintendent  of  the  To- 
edo  &  Ohio  Central,  vice  T.  F.  Whittel- 
sey,  retired. 

Philip  Morrison  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  first  division  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany,  with  full  charge  of 

gassenger  and  freight  crews.  Office  at 
oston,  Mass. 

M.  M.  Richey  has  been  appointed  sup 
erintendent  of  the  New  Jersey  Centra 
and  Lehigh  &  Susquehanna  divisions  of 
the  Central,  of  New  Jersey.  Headquart- 
ers at  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey. 
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When  you  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
yonr  name,  Division  number  and  address. 

The  Secretary  of  395  desires  the  ad- 
dress of  one  Robert  Gowanlock,  recently 
employed  as  brakeman  on  the  Rio  Grande 
Western  Railway. 

It  is  our  pleasure  to  mention  the  pro- 
motion of  Brother  Philip  Morrison,  of 
Division  122  to  the  position  of  trainmaster 
for  the  Boston  &  Albany  at  Boston,  Mass. 
We  wish  him  success. 


Those  Webb  C.  Ball  Official  Standard 

0.  R.  C.  watches  are  given  free  to  any 

terson  who  will  send  us  a  list  of  seventy- 
ve  paid  subscribers  at  $1  each.  Remem- 
ber there  is  only  a  limited  number— ten. 

Gunton's  Magazine  contains  an  excel- 
lent article  in  October  number  under  the 
caption,  "Can  westampout  anarchy?"  It 
is  practically  in  line  with  the  position  we 
have  taken  editorially  for  the  past  year, 
and  gives  a  liberal  view  of  our  immigra- 
tion affairs. 

•One  D.  E.  Burns,  formerly  of  Division 
334,  but  not  a  member  of  any  Division 
since  May,  1896,  is  reported  to  us  as  rep- 
resenting himself  as  a  member  of  the 
Order  on  the  Louisiana  division  of  the 

1.  C.  R  R.  He  is  entitled  to  no  recogni- 
tion as  a  member  of  the  Order. 

4 

Brother  W.  C.  Rowland,  of  Division  37, 
whose  contributions  to  the  Fraternal 
columns  are  familiar  to  nearly  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Order,  was  appointed  general 
yardmaster  at  Phillipsburg  for  the  Cen- 
tral Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  the  appoint- 
ment taking  effect  September  1. 

Brother  E.  P.  Chapman,  Secretary  of 
Disision  70,  desires  the  addresses  of  Bro- 
thers S.  D.  Covert  and  O.  P.  Winn,  for 
whom  he  holds  mail.  Brother  Chapman 
facetiously  remarks  that  it  seems  that 
some  members  think  a  secretary  can 

«»nt  them  no  matter  where  they  go.  Our 


experience  fits  us  to  appreciate  fully  Bro- 
ther Chapman's  difficulties  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Checks  payable  to  the  following  named 
are  lying  In  the  G.  S.  and  T's.  office,  hav- 
ing been  mailed  to  the  parties  and  re- 
turned "undelivered"  by  the  post  office 
department.  The  addresses  of  the  ones 
named  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
G.  C.  C.  and  the  G.  S.  and  T.  J.  D. 
Hoover,  formerly  of  Division  171.  T.  H. 
Wells,  formerly  of  Division  1.  C.  L.  Ab- 
bot, formerly  of  Division  209. 
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Grand  Chief  Conductor  Clark  has  ar- 
rived from  his  trip  abroad  and  expresses 
himself  as  delighted  with  the  improve- 
ment of  his  health.  The  remarkable  con- 
trasts seen  in  railway  operation  alone  is 
a  subject  of  considerable  interest  to  any 
person  having  a  knowledge  of  railway 
operation  in  America.  Taken  as  a  whole 
his  trip  was  most  delightful  and  was  ap- 
preciated to  its  full  worth. 

The  Great  Northern  has  gratuitously 
furnished  accommodations  in  the  form  of 
sleeping  cars  to  the  passenger  agents  of 
St.  Paul  to  attend  the  annual  meeting 
of  passenger  agents  to  be  held  at  Los 
Angeles,  California.  They  will  return 
via  Portland.  They  will  be  the  guests  of 
the  Santa  Pe  from  Chicago  to  Los  An- 
geles, and  of  the  Southern  Pacific  from 
Los  Angeles  to  San  Francisco,  returning 
via  the  Union  Pacific. 


The  following  Division  Cards  have 
been  lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

CARD  NO.  NAME.  DIV.  NO. 

3981  C.  W.  Grass   79 

4475   W.  C.  Merrifield  159 

4617   F.  J.  Warren  163 

7793   J.  H.  Graden  180 

2311..   B.  L.  Beynon  244 

1811.  W.  H.  Nelson  277 

12153—.  C.  A.  Black   387 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Asso- 
ciated Lodges  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Firemen,  of  Cook  Co.,  111.,  gave  a 
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splendid  ball  at  the  Auditorium, Chicago, 
last  winter  for  the  benefit  of  the  Home 
for  Aged  and  Disabled  Railway  Men,  at 
Highland  Park,  111.  The  entertainment 
was  a  grand  success  and  after  all  accounts 
in  connection  therewith  were  settled,  the 
Associated  Lodges  paid  to  the  secretary 
and  manager  of  the  Home  $2,015.06.  This 
is  certainty  a  gratifying  showine  and  the 
Lodges  are  to  be  complimented  upon  their 
success,  as  well  as  commended  for  their 
energy  in  this  charitable  undertaking. 
We  understand  that  another  similar  ball 
is  contemplated  and  if  arrangements  for 
it  are  made,  it  should  have  the  cordial 
support  of  all  brotherhood  men. 

During  the  year  a  considerable  number 
of  Division  cards  are  reported  as  lost  or 
stolen.  The  Division  card  is  a  card  of 
introduction  from  one  member  of  the  Or- 
der to  another  and  its  value  depends  very 
largely  upon  the  degree  of  care  which  is 
exercised  by  owners  of  the  cards  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  improper  hands  or 
being  in  the  possession  of  imposters.  It 
is,  therefore,  very  desirable,  and  in  fact, 
essentially  necessary,  that  every  member 
should  be  extremely  careful  in  guarding 
against  the  possibility  of  his  card  being 
stolen  or  otherwise  falling  into  the  hands 
of  any  person  other  than  himself.  The 
hearty  co-operation  of  every  member  in 
this  matter  will  be  of  inestimable  value 
to  our  membership. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  has  estab- 
lished a  rule  affecting  the  Pullman  service 
on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  that  has  a 
great  deal  of  common  sense  back  of  it. 
It  has  been  the  rule  to  allow  passengers 
to  reserve  space  in  sleepers  from  a  day  to 
a  week  in  advance  without  purchasing 
tickets.  It  frequently  happened  that  this 
space  was  not  occupied  and  could  not  be 
sold,  owing  to  the  reservations  made. 
Patrons  wishing  berths,  coming  at  the 
last  hour,  had  to  be  turned  away  or  had 
to  accept  less  desirable  space.  It  is  said 
that  this  evil  has  become  so  common  as 
to  make  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  rule  that 
will  provide  against  it.  We  know  that 
this  evil  does  not  exist  alone  upon  the 
Pennsylvania  lines;  just  why  it  should 
exist  at  all  has  been  a  matter  of  conjecture 
for  many  years. 

The  Industrial  Department  of  the  Lack- 
awanna Railroad,  in  charge  of  William  B, 
Hunter,  and  having  its  headquarters  at 
26  Exchange  Place,  New  York  City,  has 
just  issued  a  500-page  booklet  under  the 
caption —  "Industrial  Opportunities." 
This  work  treats  of  every  town  on  the 
line,  showing  its  population,  its  distance 
from  New  York  and  from  Buffalo,  its  rail- 
road facilities,  its  leading  industries,  its 
leading  shipments,  its  rate  of  taxation, 
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cost  of  labor,  rent  of  houses,  how  lighted, 
whether  it  has  water  works,  principal 
power,  approximate  cost  of  steam  coal, 
approximate  value  of  lands  and  describ- 
ing vacant  lands  or  factories  available 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  In  the  in- 
troduction the  aim  of  the  Lackawanna 
Railroad  is  set  forth  as  follows:  First: 
To  give  assistance  to  manufacturers  in 
the  selection  of  the  most  favorable  site 
for  their  industrial  enterprises.  Second: 
To  help  cities,  towns  and  villages  along 
the  line  to  expand  and  broaden  through 
the  location  of  new  industries.  Advan- 
tages of  this  line  in  the  mining  regions 
of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  and  the 
agricultural  districts  in  the  state  of  New 
York  are  fully  set  forth.  Copies  of  the 
book  will  be  forwarded  on  application  to 
the  Industrial  Department. 

I  had  a  strange  dream  last  night,  papa. 

Indeed !   What  was  it  ? 

I  dreamed,  papa,  that  I  died  and  went 
to  heaven  and  when  St.  Peter  met  me  at 
the  gate  instead  of  showing  me  the  way 
to  the  golden  streets,  as  I  expected,  he 
took  me  out  into  a  large  field,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  field  there  was  a  ladder 
reaching  away  up  into  the  sky  and  out  of 
sight.  Then  St.  Peter  told  me  that  heaven 
was  at  the  top,  and  in  order  to  get 
there  I  must  take  a  big  piece  of  chalk  he 
gave  me  and  slowly  climb  the  ladder, 
writing  on  each  rung  some  sin  I  had 
committed. 

And  did  you  finally  reach  heaven,  my 
son? 

No,  papa,  for  just  as  I  was  trying  to 
think  of  something  to  write  on  the  second 
rung,  I  looked  up  into  the  sky  and  saw 
you  coming  down. 

And  what  was  I  coming  down  for,  pray? 

That's  just  what  I  asked  you,  papa,  and 
you  told  me  you  were  going  for  more 
chalk. -Ex. 

It  is  hoped  that  our  members  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege  afforded  to 
gain  a  good  practical  understanding  of 
the  Air  Brake.  We  are  running  a  serial 
study  and  have  secured  the  services  of 
one  of  the  best  posted  men  in  the  Air 
Brake  Men's  Association  to  answer  all 
questions  arising  out  of  the  subject.  If 
our  members  fail  to  ask  questions  or  do 
not  take  the  time  to  read  this  column 
they  are  throwing  aside  an  opportunity 
that  will  not  soon  be  afforded  them  again. 
Mr.  Parker  is  anxious  to  have  our  con- 
ductors ask  questions.  As  the  column 
for  querries  and  answers  is  not  patronized 
the  conclusion  would  naturally  be  that 
our  members  are  "pat"  on  air,  which  all 
will  admit  is  not  true  by  any  means.  A 
good  practical  knowledge  of  the  air  brake 
will  soon  be  required  of  every  man  who 
runs  a  train,  and  so^ar^we  can  see,  no 
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good  reason  exists  for  putting  off  until 
the  last  moment  the  task  of  learning  the 
lesson  that  is  bound  to  come  sooner  or 
later.  The  questions  and  answers  are 
compiled  from  the  most  recent  observa- 
tions of  up-to  date  appliances  and  brings 
the  student  out  in  all  that  is  new  and 
which  he  should  know.  The  Railway 
Conductor  has  received  permission  of 
the  Air  Brake  Men  s  Association  to  re- 
produce this  matter  and  we  believe  if 
carefully  studied  and  discussed  will  re- 
sult in  much  good  to  our  members  gener- 
ally. 

I  never  attended  lodge  meeting.  I  just 
joined  for  the  insurance. 

I  never  ask  any  one  to  become  a  mem- 
ber; I  am  not  fitted  for  that  kind  of  work; 
besides  there  are  plenty  of  others  in  the 
lodge  to  do  soliciting. 

I  never  bother  reading  the  society  or- 
gan, or  viewing  the  monthly  financial 
statement.  If  it  is  not  right,  some  of  the 
other  fellows  will  discover  it. 

Once  in  a  while  the  lodge  has  a  ban- 
quent  and  entertainment  to  which  my 
wife  and  I  go,  but  I  never  do  any  com- 
mittee work,  or  have  anything  to  do  with 
getting  them  up. 

I  never  mention  the  Order  to  my  friends; 
they  probably  do  not  know  that  such  an 
institution  is  in  existence. 

I  do  not  see  why  they  do  not  do  some- 
thing to  decrease  the  number  of  assess- 
ments. Why  don't  they  go  to  work  and 
increase  their  membership?  If  they  will 
add  twenty  thousand  new  members,  our 
assessments  will  decrease.  They  ought 
to  do  something. 

Specimens  like  the  above  can  be  found 
in  almost  every  lodge  in  the  country. 
They  are  first-class  at  telling  what  "thay" 
ought  to  do,  but  they  never  do  anything 
themselves.— Ex. 
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The  doctors  are  all  friends  of  ours,  says 
the  Iowa  Medical  Journal.  We  expect 
them  to  stay  with  us  until  death.  Yet  at 
the  risk  of  incurring  their  displeasure 
we  reproduce  the  following.  We  don't 
know  where  it  came  from  any  more  than 
we  know  whose  rain  spout  the  doctor's 
medicine  comes  from.  We  find  it  in  a 
paper  credited  to  "Ex."  If  we  knew  the 
author,  we  would  gladly  give  his  name, 
because  the  article  is  really  good.  Here 
it  is; 

"The  doctor  from  Algona  said  that 
newspapers  are  run  for  revenue  only. 
What  in  thunder  do  doctors  run  for,  any- 
way? Do  they  run  for  glory?  One  good, 
healthy  doctor's  bill  would  run  this  office 
for  six  months. 

"An  editor  works  a  half  day  for  $3,  with 
an  investment  of  $3,000;  a  doctor  looks 
wise  and  works  ten  minutes  for  $200,  with 
an  investment  of  3  cents  for  catnip  and  a 
-til-box  that  cost  $1.37. 


"A  doctor  goes  to  college  for  two  or 
three  years  and  gets  a  diploma  and  a 
string  of  words  satan  himself  cannot  pro- 
nounce, cultivates  a  look  of  gravity  that 
he  palms  off  for  wisdom,  gets  a  box  of 

gills,  a  cayuse  and  a  meat  saw  and  sticks 
is  shingle  out,  a  full-fledged  doctor.  He 
will  then  doctor  you  until  you  die  at  a 
stipulated  price  per  visit,  and  puts  them 
in  as  thick  as  your  pocketbook  will  per- 
mit. 

"An  editor  never  gets  his  education 
finished.  He  learns  as  long  as  he  lives 
and  studies  all  his  life.  He  eats  bran 
mash  and  liver;  he  takes  his  pay  in  tur- 
nips and  hay  and  keeps  the  doctor  in 
town  by  refraining  from  printing  the 
truth  about  him. 

"We  would  like  to  live  in  Algona  and 
run  a  newspaper  six  months  and  see  if 
the  doctor  would  change  his  mind  about 
running  a  newspaper  tor  revenue  only. 

"If  we  didn't  get  some  glory  out  of  it, 
we  would  agree  to  take  one  of  his  pills- 
after  first  saying  our  prayers.  If  the 
editor  makes  a  mistake  he  has  to  apolo- 
gize for  it,  but  if  the  doctor  makes  a  mis- 
take he  buries  it. 

"If  we  make  one,  there  is  a  lawsuit, 
tall  swearing  and  a  smell  of  sulphur,  but 
if  the  doctor  makes  one  there  is  a  funeral, 
cut  flowers  and  a  smell  of  varnish.  Toe 
doctor  can  use  a  word  a  foot  long,  but  if 
the  editor  uses  it  he  has  to  spell  it.  Any 
medical  college  can  make  a  doctor.  You 
can't  make  an  editor.  He  has  to  be  born 
one. 

"The  editor  works  to  keep  from  starving, 
while  the  doctor  works  to  ward  off  the 

fout.    The  editor  helps  men  to  live 
etter,  and  the  doctor  assists  them  to  die 
easy. 

"The  doctor  pulls  a  sick  man's  leg. 
The  editor  is  glad  if  he  can  collect  his 
bills  at  all.  Revenue  only?  We  are  liv- 
ing for  fun  and  to  spite  the  doctors." 


Somewhat  recently  a  circular  appeared 
in  Denver  and  was  given  quite  a  wide 
distribution,  stating  that  a  fair  would  be 
held  in  Denver,  Colo.,  "as  soon  as  admis- 
sion tickets  are  disposed  of,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Railroad  Men's  Home,  at  High- 
land Park,  111.,  and  a  Woman's  and  Child- 
ren's Hospital  to  be  built  in  Denver." 
One  hundred  thousand  tickets  were  to  be 
sold  at  $1.00  each  and  each  purchaser  was 
to  have  a  chance  in  one  of  five  prizes, 
three  of  which  were  Colorado  real  estate, 
one  a  house  in  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  one, 
$500  in  cash.  The  circular  stated  that  the 
Railroad's  Men's  Home,  at  Highland 
Park,  is  under  the  direction  and  manage- 
ment of  the  various  railroad  organizations 
and  that  25  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  fair  would  be  given  to  this  Home. 
Twenty-five  per  cent,  was  to  be  distrib- 
uted in  presents  or  prizes  and  the  Other 
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50  per  cent,  was  to  go  to  the  Denver  Hos- 
pital and  for  expenses.  The  managers  of 
the  enterprise  are  stated,  by  the  circular, 
to  be  Dr.  Edith  A.  Root,  Dr.  Mary  E. 
Bates,  Dr.  Julia  Seaton  Kapp,  Dr.  M. 
Jean  Yale,  Mattie  Abrams,  Harry  Joseph, 
Johan  A.  Rymer,  secretary  of  77,  B.  L.  F., 
E.  J.  Kavanaugh,  member  of  O.  R.  C, 
and  Capt..  W.  W.  Bates,  treasurer,  38  w. 
Second  Avenue. 

Our  Division,  44,  appointed  a  committee 
to  look  into  the  matter  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  managers  was  named  as  a 
member  of  the  O.  R.  C.  This  committee 
inquired  of  the  manager  of  the  Highland 
Park  Home,  as  to  any  authorization  which 
had  been  given  for  the  use  of  the  name  of 
the  Home  and  was  advised  that  no  person 
connected  with  the  management  of  the 
Home  had  given  the  promoters  of  this 
scheme  any  authority  to  use  the  name  of 
the  Home  or  its  managers  in  the  connec- 
tion. The  name,  "E.  J.  Kavanaugh", 
was  undoubtedly  intended  for  that  of 
Brother  E.  J.  Cavanaugh,  of  Division  38, 
who  is  located  at  Denver,  and  who  in- 
formed the  committee  that  if  it  was  in- 
tended for  his  name,  it  was  used  without 
his  consent  or  authority  and  he  immedi- 
ately demanded  of  the  management  a 
discontinuance  of  the  use  of  his  name. 
Brother  Cavanaugh 's  demand  for  the  re- 
moval and  discontinuance  of  his  name 
from  connection  with  this  scheme,  was 
addressed  to  Mr.  B.  H.  Talmadge,  to 
whom  Brother  Cavanaugh  refers  as  the 

frotnoter  of  the  fair  in  question.  Mr. 
almadge's  name  does  not  appear  in  the 
circular  advertising  the  proposed  fair. 

It  may  be  that  everything  in  this  con- 
nection was  intended  to  be  perfectly  fair 
and  straight,  but  unauthorized  use  of  the 
names  of  individuals  or  of  institutions, 
and  particularly  those  that  are  main- 
tained by  donations  from  charitably  in- 
clined persons,  naturally  breeds  distrust. 
If  the  co-operation  of  railroad  employes 
was  desired  and  the  intent  to  benefit  the 
Home  at  Highland  Park  was  genuine,  it 
certainly  would  have  been  proper,  especi- 
ally in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  circular 
states  that  the  Home  at  Highland  Park  is 
under  the  direction  and  management  of 
the  various  railroad  organizations,  to  have 
had  a  thorough  understanding  with  the 
board  of  managers  of  the  Home  and  with 
the  proper  authorities  in  the  organizations 
whose  support  was  hoped  for  or  expected. 

The  Home  at  Highland  Park  is  sus- 
tained by  the  members  of  the  several 
railroad  brotherhoods.  It  is  a  very 
worthy  charitable  institution.  It  is  doing 
a  good  work.  It  needs  all  that  can  rea- 
sonably be  done  for  it  financially.  But  it 
does  not  desire  any  funds  gained  in  a 
questionable  way  or  in  any  manner  which 
can  possibly  reflect  discredit  upon  the 
Home  or  its  management;  nor  does  it 
propose  to  be  used  as  the  attractive  fea- 
ture in  schemes  which  give  much  more  of 
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profit  to  the  promoters  than  of  benefit  to 
the  Home.  The  railroad  employes  are 
undertaking,  in  maintaining  this  Home, 
to  build  up  an  institution  in  which  their 
aged  and  disabled  associates,  who  are  so 
unfortunate  as  to  have  no  better  home 
and  no  better  means  of  support,  may  be 
cared  for  in  comfort.  If  any  lottery 
schemes  become  necessary  in  order  to 
secure  funds  with  which  to  successfully 
carry  on  this  work,  they  should  be  ar- 
ranged by  the  managers  of  the  Home  and 
the  Home  should  get  all  of  the  profits. 

Some  railway  employes  at  North  Bay, 
Ont.,  including  two  members  of  our  own 
Order,  namely,  H.  Dreany  and  H.  A. 
Washburn,  have  sent  out  circulars,  pro- 
,po«*ing  to  organize  a  "Canadian  Order  of 
Railway  Men,"  composed  of  engineers, 
firemen,  conductors,  brakemen  and  teleg- 
raphers, to  take  the  place  of  the  existing 
international  organizations  or  brother- 
hoods. They  take  particular  pains  to 
state  that  the  scheme  is  hot  sprung  for 
the  personal  aggrandizement  of  some 
would-be  leaders,  but  inasmuch  as  they 
take  special  pains  to  deny  it  before  being 
accused,  and  inasmuch  as  they  do  not 

firopose  one  single  original  idea  or  any 
ine  of  work  for  their  new  organization 
which  is  not  being  carried  forward  with 
a  reasonable  degree  of  success  by  the 
existing  organizations,  the  statement 
may  be  accepted  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Their  circulars  state  that  they  propose 
to  curtail  expenses  by  doing  away  with 
the  old  organizations  and  placing  their 
affairs  in  one  body,  rendering  it  unneces- 
sary to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of 
five  grand  lodges,  and  later  they  say  that 
it  is  proposed  to  have  the  organization 
composed  of  the  five  classes  above  named 
and  that  a  chief  executive  will  be  elected 
as  the  head  and  representative  of  each 
branch  or  class  of  employes  in  the  Order, 
these  chiefs  to  compose  the  grand  officers 
and  directors,  to  be  paid  executives  not 
in  railway  service.  The  logic  of  this 
proposition  will  appeal  to  all.  They  pro- 
pose to  economize  for  the  Canadian  rail- 
road men  by  relieving  them  of  the  neces- 
sity of  contributing  their  proportion  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  five  grand  lodges 
of  the  existing  brotherhoods  in  question 
and  establish  five  others  to  be  maintained 
wholly  by  the  Canadian  members. 

A  willful  effort  to  misrepresent  facts  is 
in  evidence  in  their  statement  that  they 

Eropose  to  place  their  affairs  "in  the 
ands  of  grand  officers  who  are  British 
subjects  and  therefore  not  liable  to  be 
placed  in  the  humiliating  position  of 
being  refused  an  audience  on  account  of 
being  a  foreign  subject. * '  The  men  whose 
names  are  appended  to  this  statement 
know  full  well  that  the  managements  of 
the  two  great  systems  of  railway,  which 
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include  practically  all  the  railway  track- 
age in  Canada,  are  as  considerate  of  the 
existing  organizations  among  their  em- 
ployes as  the  managements  of  any  other 
railroads  on  the  Continent  and  that  the 
employes  have  positively  no  difficulty  in 
getting  a  carefnl  and  patient  hearing 
through  the  methods  now  in  force  on  any 
matter  which  thev  desire  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  officials  of  the  roads. 

It  is  claimed  in  the  prospectus  that 
they  can  conduct  their  insurance  more 
economically  and  furnish  the  members 
better  and  cheaper  insurance.  These 
claims  are  simply  visionary.  The  econ- 
omy of  the  management  of  the  Insurance 
Department  of  our  Order  has  been  the 
subject  of  favorable  comment  in  the  offic- 
ial reports  of  state  officers,  who  are  mak- 
ing a  study  of  the  subject  of  insurance. 
It  is  an  easy  matter  to  issue  a  prospectus 
and  to  declare  in  advance  what  can  be 
done  in  conducting  an  insurance  busi- 
ness, but  when  it  comes  down  to  the  ques- 
tion of  doing  the  business  and  paying 
the  claims  and  keeping  the  institution 
afloat,  it  will  be  found  that  it  can  be  done 
only  under  business-like  methods. 

The  effort  to  create  a  secession  and  to 
entice  members  away  from  an  organiza- 
tion, which  is  controlled  by  the  will  of 
the  lawfully  constituted  majority  of  those 
who  compose  it,  for  the  purpose  of  affili- 
ating with  an  organization  which  has  a 
pre-arranged  and  self-selected  corps  of 
grand  officers  has  been  repeatedly  tried 
and  in  every  instance  has  proven  a  dismal 
failure  and  been  followed  by  disastrous 
results  to  those  who  allowed  themselves 
to  be  misled.  This  proposition  has  all 
the  ear- marks  of  one  of  these  old  efforts. 
We  may  well  question  the  propriety  of 
men  engaging  in  an  effort  to  tear  down 
an  organization  while  they  at  the  same 
time  cling  to  their  membership  in  that 
organization  and  voluntarily  rest  under 
their  solemn  obligation  to  abide  by  its 
laws  and  to  give  the  organization  and  its 
laws  their  support.  It  may  be  doubted  if 
those  who  will  act  thus  questionably  can 
reasonably  expect  to  inspire  the 
confidence  of  honest,  well  meaning 
men  who  desire  membership  in  an 
organization  thatv  conducts  it  affairs 
in  a  straightforward,  honest  man- 
ner. There  are,  unfortunately,  still 
a  few  persons  in  both  the  United 
States  and  Canada  who  are  willing  for 

Personal  profit  or  narrow  spite,  to  seek 
y  appeals  to  prejudice,  to  array  the 

{>eople  on  either  side  of  the  boundary 
ine  against  each  other,  either  as  a  whole 
or  in  any  branch  or  class,  but  the  de- 
mands of  an  advanced  civilization,  as 
represented  by  the  two  great  nations  of 
English  speaking  people,  have  set  in  mo- 
tion an  irrestible  tendency  to  draw  those 
people  closer  together. 

In  spite  of  the  number  of  men  whose 


hearts  are  filled  with  philanthrophy  and 
who  are  continually  striving  to  keep  his 
fellow  man  and  Brother  from  falling  into 
error,  there  are  those  who  disregard 
these  signals  of  caution  and  danger  and 
permit  themselves  to  become  the  tools  of 
ticket  brokers  and  sporting  men  who  offer 
a  short  fare  and  the  glad  hand  into  some 
side  show  as  transportation  over  the 
lines  they  wish  to  travel.  We  cannot  say 
if  our  contempt  forthesemiserable  skunks 
or  pity  for  the  weakness  of  those  who 
yield  to  their  propositions,  is  the  greater. 
We  have  in  mind  a  case  that  occurred  re- 
cently upon  one  of  our  best  paid  trunk 
lines,  which  involved  a  number  of  its 
oldest  and  most  efficient  employes.  The 
standing  of  all  these  men  who  partici- 
pated in  the  propositions  of  the  brokers, 
was  of  the  nighest  in  their  respective 
communities  and  no  word  of  reproach 
had  ever  been  spoken  of  them,  yet  they 
were  tempted  and  fell. 

We  do  not  imagine  that  the  flagrant  op- 
erations that  finally  brought  their  down- 
fall or  discharge  were  the  original  source 
of  temptation .  On  the  contrary  they  were 
approached  by  apparently  innocent  prop- 
ositions that  were  conceded  in  a  spirit  of 
humanity.  The  web  was  slowly  woven 
at  first  and  found  a  hold  finally  upon  the 
cupidity  of  each  individual  which  spread 
gradually,  touching  his  gratification  of 
those  worldly  pleasures  that  he  could  not 
indulge  in  ordinarily.  A  pliant  tool  for 
the  brokers  was  found  in  one  whose  in- 
tegrity had  never  been  questioned  by  his 
fellows.  To  draw  suspicion  from  him- 
self he  used  every  means  to  draw  others 
into  the  fraudulent  peculations  and  as  a 
result  when  the  blow  fell  the  official  ax 
severed  the  heads  of  all. 

We  can  only  look  upon  such  acts  as 
these  with  sorrow  ana  remorse;  sorrow 
for  those  whose  long  service  has  been 
attended  finally  with  disgrace  and  has 
thrown  them  upon  the  world  without  re- 
sources and  without  prospect  for  future 
employment  owing  to  old  age.  It  fills  us 
with  remorse  for  the  stigma  that  attaches 
to  those  engaged  in  our  profession.  We 
feel  keenly  for  those  whose  weakness 
leads  them  into  temptation  but  every  man 
knows  that  peculations,  whether  it  be 
short  fares,  hold  outs,  merchandise  ex- 
change or  ticket  traffic  is  bound  to  find 
him  out  in  time  and  will  agree  that  those 
who  engage  in  it  are  foolish.  Sometimes 
we  are  inclined  to  be  harsh  in  our  judg- 
ment and  say  that  the  calamity  that  fol- 
lows in  consequence  of  an  act  of  this 
nature  is  a  just  retribution;  then  there 
comes  to  us  the  vision  of  sorrow  at  home 
when  the  innocent  ones  are  made  to  suf- 
fer; when  we  see  the  brother  in  the  full 
pride  of  his  manhood  asserting  principles 
that  enoble  him  to  his  fellows.  Even 
after  he  has  fallen  we  look  upon  him  and 
say  in  our  hearts,  he  was  not  all  bad; 
still  his  redeeming  traits  of  character 
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will  not  raise  him  above  this  grave  offense. 
He  had  his  flaw  and  it  was  discovered  by 
those  who  grasped  the  opportunity  to 
profit  by  it. 

We  do  not  believe  that  any  man  ever 
engaged  in  railway  service  and  worked 
his  way  up  through  years  of  toil  and 
hardship  to  passenger  service  with  the 
purpose  in  mind  of  selling  his  birthright 
for  such  a  mess  of  pottage  as  is  offered 
by  the  infernal  skunks  who  live  by  study- 
ing out  plans  to  prey  upon  others.  Men 
who  conceive  such  damnable  plots  and 
weave  their  webs  around  the  weak  minded 
should  be  placed  in  the  same  category 
with  those  who  seek  by  plot  to  drag  down 
virtue  from  its  lofty  place,  and  deserve  to 
be  exiled.  We  do  not  wish  to  palliate 
offenses  of  this  nature  or  be  understood 
as  making  excuses  for  those  condemned 
in  this  specific  case,  but  the  means 
adopted  by  these  infernal  skunks  to  drag 
our  craftsmen  down,  calculate  to  draw 
out  our  bitterest  condemnation.  The  in* 
fluence  of  such  acts  as  these  is  wide 
spread  and  cannot  be  overestimated.  Let 
ns  hope  that  the  example  afforded  in  this 
case  will  be  the  means  of  driving  out  the 
last  possible  temptation  that  exists,  if 
there  be  any. 

The  Western  Passenger  Association, 
after  considerable  trouble,  has  succeeded 
in  convicting  two  persons  guilty  of  forg- 
ery of  tickets.   One  Jacob  Wolf  was  em- 


ployed as  a  workman  by  a  prominent  en- 

f raving  firm  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  who  gave 
is  spare  time  to  making  zinc  etchings  of 
a  Monon  coupon  ticket  for  one  Frank  L. 
Rice,  a  ticket  broker  of  Chicago.  Detec- 
tives were  placed  on  the  case  and  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  evidence  which  con- 
victed both  men. 

President  Roosevelt  has  decided  to 
favor  the  historic  name  "White  House" 
as  the  President's  home.  In  consequence 
all  stationery  to  be  used  by  himself  and 
his  subordinates  at  the  White  House,  all 
linen,  silverware  and  china  hereafter 

Sarchased  will  bear  the  mark  "White 
[ouse"  instead  of  "Executive  Mansion." 

An  agreement  will  go  into  effect  Febru- 
ary 1,  1902,  between  the  Santa  Fe  and  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  whereby 
San  Francisco  will  become  the  main  out- 
let for  the  railwaycompany's  trans-Pacific 
traffic.  The  Santa  Fe  will  be  given  equal 
terminal  facilities  with  the  S.P.  company 
and  will  use  the  Pacific  mall  docks. 

4 

A  number  of  Divisions  have  sent  us 
engrossed  copies  of  resolutions,  adopted 
upon  the  death  of  our  President.  They 
are  quite  voluminious  and  will  necessar- 
ily have  to  be  omitted.  Those  now  upon 
our  table  are  from  Divisions  17,  S3,  103} 
162  and  175. 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  Is  not  correct,  fill  out  this 
coupon,  paste  it  on  a  postal  card  and  send  it  to  Editor  Railway  Conductor: 


Change  Ordered  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


PRESENT  ADDRESS. 


Jiame. 


 Division  Mo.~. 


Box  or  Strut  and  No. 


Postofllce  -.  State... 

OLD  ADDRESS 

Postofllce  State... 


•9"Be  Sure  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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B books- Brother  J.  R.  Brooks.  Division  264.  Raleigh.  N.  C. 


Driscoll— Brother  J.  Driscoll.  Division  45.  Oneonta.  N.  Y. 

EvANS-Brother  E.  L.  Evans.  Division  46.  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Graham— Son  of  Brother  C.  A.  Graham.  Division  256.  SmithviUe.  Texas. 
Queer— Brother  W.  B.  Greer.  Division  122.  Boston.  Mass. 
Grebly — Brother  E.  Greely.  Division  110.  Logansport.  Ind. 

Harm  an— Brother  J.  H.  Harman.  Division  17.  Toronto.  Ont. 

JENNY-Brother  John  W.  Jenny.  Division  27.  Hamilton.  Ont. 

Kkslkb— Brother  P.  Kesler.  Division  223.  Martinsburg.  W.  Va. 
KAMK-Brother  Patrick  Kane.  Division  204.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

McKeown- Brother  A.  W.  McKeown.  Division  35.  North  Platte.  Neb. 
MBAD-Brother  P.  J.  Mead.  Division  259.  Fon  da  Lac.  Wis. 
Millikin— Brother  W.  Millikin.  Division  386.  Murphysboro.  111. 
Moore- Wife  of  Brother  S.  W.  Moore.  Division  216,  Ottnmwa.  Ia. 

Oakley— Brother  J.  Oakley.  Division  225.  Hornellsville.  N.  Y. 
Olive— Brother  A.  E.  Olive,  Division  214.  Moncton.  N.  B. 

PBASE-Brother  F.  A.  Pease.  Division  40.  St.  Panl.  Minn. 

Van  NssT-Brother  J.  H.  Van  Nest.  Division  44.  Denver.  Colo. 

Wagneb— Brother  G.  W.  Wagner.  Division  278,  Dennison.  Ohio. 
Whiting— Brother  S.  Whiting,  Division  88.  Ennis.  Texas. 
Wyant— Brother  W.  G.  Wyant.  Division  140.  Hinton.  W.  Va. 
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The  ORIGINAL  and  LEADING  M.  C.  B.  Coupler.  The  cut  here- 
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41  Well,  I  am  heartily  glad  it's  all  over. 
Let  those  talk  who  will  about  regrets  in 
leaving  their  old  alma  mater.  I  tell  yon, 
Jack,  it's  all  feigned.  The  curriculum  of 
old  Yale  this  year  is  not  calculated  to  in- 
spire many  regrets  and  had  it  not  been 
for  your  help  I  should  have  despaired 
long  ago  in  carrying  away  this  sheep- 
skin." 

Jack  Hammond  and  Bud  Cressler,  two 
college  chums,  stood  facing  each  other 
in  a  little  apartment  that  had  been  their 
quarters  during  their  struggle  to  com- 
plete -their  course  at  Yale.  A  few  choice 
volumes  lay  here  and  there.  On  the  table 
stood  the  indispensable  tobacco  jar,  with 
a  small  quantity  of  the  soothing  weed 
and  several  pipes  of  various  shapes  and 
sizes,  whose  mouthpieces  bore  unmistak- 
able signs  of  frequent  use.  On  the  wall 
were  suspended  a  pair  of  foils  and  a  set 
of  boxing  gloves,  while  in  an  alcove  close 
by  the  study  table  the  outlines  of  a  padded 
armor  were  visible,  and  lying  just  be- 
neath was  a  foot  ball  that  had  seen  many 
a  hard  battle.  Several  trophies  also  hung 
about  the  room,  the  result  of  the  prowess 
of  Jack  Hammond,  who  had  always  borne 
away  the  prize  in  college  athletics.  As 
Bud  Cressler  gave  expression  to  the 
above  remark  in  the  opening  of  our  nar- 
rative, Jack  Hammond  said: 

"Don't  look  at  it  that  way,  old  fellow. 
One  would  think  that  you  had  just  dis- 
charged an  obligation  that  was  compul- 
sory and  from  which  you  never  expected 
to  receive  consequent  benefit,"  said  Jack, 
filling  his  favorite  pipe.    After  a  few 


whiffs  he  went  on,  "I'll  admit  that  this 
last  year's  course  was  pretty  stiff,  but  we 
mastered  it,  didn't  we,  Buddy?" 

"You  did;  I  was  carried  along  with  the 
current.  Both  were  up  against  a  propo- 
sition that  meant  for  us  sink  or  swim. 
Have  you  figured  up  our  assets,  Jack, 
after  all  bills  are  paid?" 

"Yes;  something  like  sixteen  dollars. 
You  see  Heitzman  of  the  seniors  wants 
all  of  our  paraphernalia  here  and  I  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  good  price  on  that, 
chiefly  for  the  reason  that  he  believes  in 
mascots,"  said  Jack,  laughing. 

"Well,  that's  eight  dollars  apiece.  Have 
you  thought  of  any  definite  move  after 
you  leave  here?" 

Jack  took  a  long  draw  at  his  pipe  be- 
fore answering;  then  sending  a  column  of 
araoke  toward  the  ceiling,  said: 

"Nothing  really  definite,  Bud.  You  see 
it  is  like  this:  I  always  imagined  that 
Uncle .  Jerry,  who  was  paying  my  way 
through  college,  was  wealthy.  His  sud- 
den death  a  month  ago  brought  to  light 
his  circumstances,  which  were  anything 
but  favorable  for  me,  his  only  heir.  Your 
own  circumstances  are  quite  similar  to 
my  own.  We  must  depend  upon  brawn 
rather  than  brain  for  our  start  in  life 
and  I  have  thought  over  a  proposition 
that  will  take  me  across  the  great  Missis- 
sippi, where  I  have  in  mind  a  plan  to  hire 
out  as  a  laborer  or  brakeman,  or  some- 
thing of  the  sort,  for  some  of  those  West- 
ern lines,  where  promotions  come  quickly 
and  corresponding  increases  in  salary. 
You  see,  Bud,  I  am  not  entirely  ignorant 
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of  the  rudiments  of  railroading,  for  I 
won  my  uncle's  respect  by  my  independ- 
ence when  I  took  service  as  a  section 
hand  on  the  B.  &  M*  •.  .Later  I  secured  a 
position  as  car- checker  and.  assisted  in 
making  out  bills  ot:  lading.  All  these 
things,  have  not  been  forgotten,  and  now 
that  necessity  forces  me  to  reach  for  that 
which  will  bring  the  quickest  returns,  I 
have  decided  to  leave  tomorrow  for  the 
wild  and  wooly  west,  as  we  hear  it  spoken 
of/* 

"I  am  with  you,  Jack,  that  is  if  you 
don't  object.  We  have  pooled  our  money 
to  get  through  college  and  find  ourselves 
stranded  just  as  we  reach  the  end  and 
gain  the  coveted  sheepskin.  My  old  aunt 
has  written  that  she  has  no  more  money 
and  reminds  me  very  unpleasantly  of  how 
rapidly  her  money  went  through  my  fin- 
gers. Oh,  well,  I  suppose  I  was  some- 
what extravagant,  but  what  is  a  fellow 
anyway,  unless  he  spends  a  little  money? 
The  old  girl  still  has  considerable  prop- 
erty, and  I  guess  I  have  not  bankrupted 
her.  I  would  like  to  have  her  pay  the 
little  bill  at  Hoffman's,  but  I  guess  I'll 
hare  to  jump  that." 

"I  would  like  to  have  you  with  me,  Bud, 
but  I  want  you  to  go  like  an  honorable 
man.   How  much  do  you  owe  Hoffman?" 

"About  fifteen  dollars."  said  Bud, 
yawning.  "By  jove,  but  I'm  sleepy! 
First  chance  I've  had  for  a  good  night's 
sleep  without  anything  to  bother  my  mind 
for  a  deuced  long  time,"  he  said,  laying 
bis  apparel  aside. 

"Excuse  me,  Bud,  I  am  going  out  for  a 
walk,"  said  Jack,  taking  up  his  hat. 

"So  long,  old  man."  . 

Jack  left  the  room  and  strolled  down 
street  until  he  came  to  an  establishment 
bearing  the  sign  over  the  entrance,  "Hoff- 
man, Merchant  Tailor."  Mr.  Hoffman 
himself  greeted  him. 

"Let  me  congratulate  you,  Mr.  Ham- 
mond.  I  heard  you  this  evening." 

"Thank  you.  By  the  way,  a  matter  of 
business  brings  me  here  just  now.  I 
want  to  make  some  arrangement  for  the 
payment  of  Mr.  Cressler's  bill.  We  are 
almost  stranded  and  are  practically  with- 
out means  except  what  our  effects  brought 
at  sale.  Mr.  Cressler  has  no  money,  but 
I  have  a  little  and  will  apply  it  on  his  ac- 
count if  you  will  tell  me  how  much  it  is." 


Mr  Hoffman  returned  with  an  itemized 
bill  in  a  few  moments,  saying: 

"We  have  a  balance  against  Mr.  Cress- 
ler for  $lSJOt.  rn>view  of  what  yon  have 
told  me  Mr.  Hammond/  we  have  decided 
tp  make  you  a  discount  of  •  40  pet  cent. 
Will  that  nelp^ydh  on*?-"  -  «  V  ■-=■ 

Jack  received  the  receipted  bill  thank- 
fully and  hastened  to  the  room  where 
Bud  had  already  retired.  As  he  entered 
he  said: 

"Here,  Bud,  is  your  bill.  We  haven't 
as  much  money  as  we  had,  but  I  can  an- 
swer your  question  better  now.  Yes,  yom 
can  go  with  me  wherever  I  go  and  so  long 
as  I  have  a  dollar  half  of  it  is  yours." 

Bud  yawned  a  sleepy  thanks  and  rolled 
over. 

The  following  morning  found  Jack 
busily  engaged  packing  his  few  belong- 
ings in  an  old  trunk.  Bud  also  was  lend- 
ing assistance.  As  the  last  piece  was 
laid  away  they  descended  to  the  din- 
ing room  where  an  almost  affectionate 
leave  taking  was  held  with  dear  old  Mrs. 
Carpenter,  who  had  been  but  little  less 
than  a  mother  to  them. 

"We  would  like  to  make  you  some  sort 
or.  a  present  as  a  token  of  onr  esteem, 
but  you  know  that  we  are  stranded,"  said 
Jack  to  Mrs.  Carpenter.  "You  know  how 
dearly  we  loved  these  old  instruments 
and  how  many  happy  evenings  were 
passed  listening  to  the  old  airs:  they 
brought  forth.  We  cannot  take  them 
along  and  we  want  you  to  care  for  them— 
my  mandolin  and  Bud's  guitar.  They 
are  yours— all  we  have  to  give  you.  Please 
accept  them  and  sometimes  you  will  be 
reminded  of  your  boys  when  Susie  re- 
peats some  familiar  air  that  we  used  to 
play." 

There  were  tears  in  Mrs.  Carpenter's 
eyes  as  she  accepted  them;  then  came  the 
simple  request: 

"Let  me  hear  you  play  together  just 
once  more." 

Jack  took  up  the  mandolin  and  played 
a  prelude  that  at  once  showed  a  master 
hand,  while  Bud's  easy  fingering  of  the 
minor  scales  and  perfect  shift  would  have 
brought  forth  admiration  from  a  profes- 
sional. Perhaps  II  Trovitore  was  never 
played  by  them  with  the  same  earnest 
feeling  as  on  this  occasion,  at  any  rate  it 
filled  the  souls  of  all  until  its  dying  notes 
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left  but  an  echo  in  the  room.  Then  with 
tear-stained  face  Mrs.  Carpenter  kissed 
each  good-bye  and  saw  them  to  the  door, 
where  an  expressman  was  waiting  for  the 
trunks. 

"Well,  Jack,  old  man,  yon  are  the  en- 
gineer of  this  enterprise.  How  do  you 
propose  to  get  to  Denver?  The  way  I 
figure  it  there  are  2157  mile  posts  between 
us  and  our  destination,  and  .  with  less 
than  ten  dollars  between  us  our  chance 
to  ride  looks  mighty  slim;  and  as  for 
walking— well,  I'm  footsore  already." 


to  exceed  five  minutes  of  his  time— per- 
haps less." 

Jack  was  not  detained.  A  moment  later 
he  was  shown  into  the  president's  office 
and  that  gentleman  greeted  him  affably, 
indicating  by  a  wave  of  his  hand  that  he 
should  be  seated. 

"What  can  I  do  for  you,  Mr.  Hammond, 
I  knew  your  uncle  quite  well?" 

"I  am  just  from  Yale— class  of  '99.  I 
want  to  go  West— to  Denver,  in  fact,  and 
engage  in  railroading.  I  haven't  any 
means  of  transportation  and  I  have  come 
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"Buddy,  how  often  have  I  told  you  not 
to  cross  your  bridge  until  you  get  to  it," 
said  Jack,  as  they  stopped  in  front  of  the 
general  offices  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H. 
railroad.  "I  have  a  plan  that  may  work 
all  right,  at  any  rate  just  wait  a  minute 
until  I  interview  a  gentleman  on  the  floor 
above,"  said  Jack,  as  he  turned  away. 

Jack's  steps  were  directed  to  the  office 
of  the  president,  Mr.  John  M.  Hall. 

"I  am  the  nephew  of  Edward  G.  Greene, 
formerly  a  director  of  this  road,"  said 
Jack,  in  a  business- like  manner,  handing 
his  card  to  the  secretary.  "I  will  thank 
you  to  hand  my  card  to  the  president  and 
say  to  him  that  my  business  will  not  take 


to  you  hoping  that  you  will  help  me  to 
Fishkill  over  your  lines,"  said  Jack,  with 
a  natural  candor  that  at  once  appealed  to 
Mr.  Hall's  heart. 

Mr.  Hall  wrote  something  on  a  slip  of 
paper  and  and  pushed  a  button. 

"I  was  going  to  say  at  the  same  time 
that  my  chum,  Mr.  Budwair  Cressler,  de- 
sires to  accompany  me  for  the  same  pur- 
pose." 

As  Mr.  Hall's  secretary  appeared  he 
wrote  an  additional  line  on  the  paper, 
then  handed  the  note  to  him,  saying: 

"Please  attend  to  this  at  once." 

Then  turning  to  Jack  said:  "SO  you 
are  going  to  cast  your  lot  with  the  rail- 
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roads,  too.  Well,  there  is  lots  of  room  at 
the  top  for  good  men  and  I  hope  you  will 
try  to  reach  it.  I  wish  you  success  and 
believe  you  have  the  proper  spirit  in  you 
to  succeed,  if  pedigree  counts  for  any- 
thing. Call  here  again  next  Friday  and  I 
will  see  what  I  can  do  for  you." 

Jack  retired  expressing  his  thanks  for 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Hall's  reception  and 
agreed  to  call  on  the  day  designated. 

He  joined  Bud,  who  was  standing  where 
he  had  left  him,  solemnly  looking  down  at 
his  well  worn  shoes  and  evidently  specula- 
ting how  the  next  pair  was  to  come.  He 
looked  up  as  Jack  approached 

"What  news,  old  man?" 

"Mr.  Hall  has  invited  me  to  come  back 
next  Friday,  and  says  says  he  will  see 
what  he  can  do  for  me." 

"Next  Friday!  Great  guns!  This  is 
Monday— four  days.  What  do  you  intend 
to  do?" 

"We  have  a  place  to  go  where  we  will 
be  welcome;  come." 
"Mrs.  Carpenter's?" 
"Exactly." 

Jack  was  gladly  given  a  place  to  stay 
until  the  day  set  for  his  meeting  with  Mr. 
Hall.  The  intervening  time  was  spent 
very  enjoyably,  and  even  Bud  said  that  he 
was  sorry  that  he  had  to  leave  the  place 
that  had  been  home  to  him  for  so  long. 
Mrs.  Carpenter  bade  them  good-bye  once 
more  and  assured  them  a  welcome  was 
waiting  them  whenever  they  returned. 

When  Jack  entered  the  outer  office  of 
the  president  the  secretary  placed  in  his 
hand  an  envelope  and  said  that  Mr.  Hall 
wished  him  success.  Jack  expressed  his 
thanks  for  the  service  rendered  him  and 
retired.  Once  outside  the  office  door  he 
drew  forth  several  forms  which  proved  to 
be  transportation  over  theN  Y.,  N.  H.  & 
H.  and  connecting  lines  to  Denver.  He 
could  "have  shouted,  so  great  was  his 
pleasure. 

"What  do  you  think,  Buddy?  Trans- 
portation clear  to  Denver!" 

They  hugged  each  other  like  a  pair  of 
cub  bears,  then  made  their  way  to  the 
station. 

The  next  train  found  them  passengers 
bound  for  a  distant  city,  whose  remote- 
ness had  seemed  but  one  short  hour  be- 
fore an  insurmountable  barrier  to  them. 
We  will  not  dwell  upon  the  incidents  of 


the  long  trip  further  than  to  say  that  the 
talisman  carried  by  Jack  opened  the  way 
across  broad  prairies  and  over  hills  and 
mountains.  The  even  and  swiftly  mov- 
ing trains  on  the  New  York  Central 
quickly  lulled  them  to  sleep,  and  before 
they  realized  the  distance  traveled  they 
bad  covered  the  380  miles  between  Fish- 
kill  and  Buffalo.  The  next  connection 
was  equally  luxurious,  and  the  time  made 
on  the  Lake  Shore  called  forth  comments 
from  time  to  time  as  watches  were  brought 
into  use  to  time  the  train.  Dunkirk,  Erie, 
Cleveland,  Sandusky,  Toledo  were  all 
passed  and  left  behind  at  a  rate  of  speed 
that  was  remarkable.  Leaving  Toledo  is  a 
stretch  of  track  of  72 miles,  straight  as  an 
arrow  from  which  is  derived  the  name  that 
applies  to  this  particular  division.  Here 
an  exciting  race  against  time  began. 
Jack  was  deeply  interested,  not  only  in 
the  race  itself,  but  in  the  personnel  of  the 
men  who  manned  the  train.  He  realized 
that  while  the  wealth  of  the  company 
provided  the  luxuries  he  was  enjoying 
and  the  power  to  move  the  trains  at  so 
great  a  speed,  that  there  mnst  be  those 
to  whom  great  credit  was  due  in  carrying 
out  the  details,  thus  completing  the  great 
plan  of  perfection  upon  which  everything 
is  operated.  As  the  conductor  came 
through  he  said: 

"Will  you  kindly  furnish  me  with  the 
names  of  those  who  man  this  train?  I  am 
greatly  interested  in  this  race  against 
time." 

"Certainly,  sir;  Dave  Luce  is  pulling 
us;  fireman,  H.  H.  Keene.  My  name  is 
Abe  Wike;  my  brakemen  are  F.  H.  Wat- 
son and  W.  E.  Schluter.  You  are  now  on 
a  piece  of  track,"  he  said,  "seventy- two 
miles  long,  which  has  not  a  curve.  We 
hope  to  make  the  distance  in  less  than  as 
many  minutes.  The  old  methods  of  tak- 
ing water  have  been  superceded  by  more 
modern  plans  in  the  shape  of  long  troughs 
called  track  tanks  that  are  filled  with 
water.  From  those  an  appliance  on  the 
engine  called  a  scoop  takes  up  the  water 
while  the  train  is  running  and  thus  en- 
ables us  to  cover  the  entire  division  with- 
out a  stop." 

Jack  thanked  him  for  this  information 
and  soon  found  himself  interestedly  en- 
gaged in  measuring  the  time  between 
stations.    The  seventy-two  miles  were 
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-not  only  passed,  but  the  remaining:  dis- 
tance of  the  division  as.  well,  before  Jack 
fully  realized  how  fast  he  was  traveling. 
Elkhart  was  left  behind  and  the  short  ran 
~to  the  Windy  City  of  one  hundred  miles 
passed  like  a  dream.  Chicago,  with  all 
its  noise  and  bnstle,  fell  upon  him  to  re- 
mind him  of  New  York,  but  he  had  no 
interest  for  the  city  at  this  time;  Denver 
was  his  mecca  and  soon  he  was  -jostling 
along  over  the  cobble  and  brick  a  pas- 
senger in  one  of  Parmalee's  transfer 
"busses. 

"Northwestern  depot,"  sang  out  the 
•driver  and  Jack  and  Bud  again  found 
themselves  at  the  terminus  of  another 
great  line,  where  they  were  soon  en- 
sconced among  the  soft  cushions  of  a 
train  that  was  to  bear  them  across  the 
wide  prairies  of  Illinois  and  Iowa.  Here 
came  another  race  with  time;  Clinton  and 
Boone  were  soon  left  behind  and  the  480 
miles  between  Chicago  and  Council  Bluffs 
seemed  like  a  dream.  Then  came  the 
renowned  Union  Pacific.  Council  Bluffs, 
North  Platte  and  LaSalle  seemed  to  pass 
like  a  panorama,  and  almost  before  Jack 
realized  it  he  heard  pronounced  the  name 
of  his  station : 

"Denver." 

"There  is  no  use  wasting  time,"  Jack 
was  saying.  "We  have  come  here  for 
business  and  every  hour  we  spend  in 
sight- seeing  lessens  our  chances  for  work 
if  the  demands  are  light,  besides  our 
funds  are  getting  mighty  low." 

"That's  a  fact,  Jack;  I'm  with  you  in  a 
hunt  for  any  kind  of  work,  although  I'll 
admit  that  there  are  some  kinds  of  work 
that  I  would  prefer  to  other  kinds." 

After  several  inquiries  they  succeeded 
in  finding  the  office  of  the  superintendent, 
who  was  busily  engaged  when  they  en- 
tered. After  a  moment  he  wheeled  in  his 
chair  and  said : 

"What  can  I  do  for  you?" 

"We  have  come  west  to  grow  up  with 
the  country,"  said  Jack,  laughing.  "Af- 
ter finishing  our  course  at  Yale  we  found 
ourselves  stranded  and  we  determined  to 
go  west  and  engage  in  train  service.  Here 
we  are,  brim  full  of  energy  and  plenty  of 
muscle  to  back  it,  but  a  mighty  slim 
purse." 

Jack's  naive  way  of  putting  it  brought 
a  smile  to  the  superintendent's  face. 


"What  experience  have  you  had  in  road 
service?" 

"I  have  had  six  months'  experience  on 
a  section  and  nine  months'  experience  in 
a  billing  office:  none  in  road  service.  My 
chum  has  had  no  experience  in  any  ca- 
pacity." 

"Why  did  you  quit  your  former  serv- 
ice?" 

"My  uncle,  who  was  then  a  director  of 
the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.,  wished  me  to  go  to 
college." 

"Oh!  Well,  Mr.  

"Jack  Hammond  is  my  name.  This  is 
Budwair  Cressler." 

"I  was  going  to  say,  Mr.  Hammond, 
that  we  have  all  the  men  we  need  at  pres- 
ent, but  if  you  desire  to  enter  train  ser- 
vice we  might  make  room  for  you.  I  un- 
derstand that  Mr.  Higgins  needs  a  few 
men  and  if  your  chum  is  not  particular 
he  might  secure  a  position  in  the  loco- 
motive department." 

"That  is  my  ambition,  sir,"  said  Bud. 

"I  think  this  will  fix  you  out  all  right 
then,"  he  said,  giving  Bud  a  slip  of  paper 
on  which  he  wrote  a  few  lines.  "Give 
this  to  the  master  mechanic.  Mr.  Ham- 
mond you  will  present  this  note  to  our 
examiner,  after  which  you  will  report  to 
the  office  below  your  address  so  that  the 
caller  can  find  you." 

We  will  not  dwell  upon  the  details  inci- 
dent to  examination  for  admission  in  the 
service,  but  simply  say  that  Jack  and 
Bud  were  successful  in  passing  credita- 
bly and  were  entered  upon  the  company's 
books  as  employes  in  two  departments. 
Their  next  move  was  to  find  a  boarding 
house,  which  was  done  with  but  little 
trouble,  as  they  were  readily  directed  by 
one  of  the  number  standing  just  outside 
the  yardmaster's  office. 

"You'll  find  Mrs.  Cleveland  a  motherly 
old  soul,"  he  went  on  to  say.  "She  was 
the  wife  of  George  Cleveland,  who  was 
killed  in  the  canyon  wreck  six  years  ago. 
George  was  running  passenger  at  the 
time  and  had  only  been  set  up  a  few 
months." 

Jack  thanked  them  and  turned  up  the 
street  in  search  of  the  place  described. 
He  was  met  at  the  door  by  a  lady  whom 
he  at  once  decided  was  the  estimable 
lady  described  to  him,  and  he  made 
known  his  wishesnjzedbyQ00g[e 
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"I  am  glad  to  extend  to  yon  snch  hos- 
pitality as  we  have  and  if  it  is  acceptable 
I  am  sure  we  will  be  satisfied  with  each 
other.  Yon  will  want  a  room  together,  I 
suppose?" 

Both  expressed  themselves  as  desiring 
to  share  the  same  -  room  and  introduced 
themselves. 

"It  will  be  like  old  college  days,"  said 
Baddy,  as  they  seated  themselves  in  the 
easy  chairs  in  Mrs.  Cleveland's  sitting 
room. 

"Yon  are  college  chnms,  then,  I  take 
it?"  said  Mrs  Cleveland, smiling.  "Where 
is  your  alma  mater?" 

"Yale,"  said  Buddy,  proudly.  "Class 
of  '99." 

"Indeed!  I  am  pleased  to  have  two  so 
distinguished  guests." 

"And  we  are  pleased  to  fall  into  your 
hands  and  at  the  present  moment  appre- 
ciate the  positions  we  have  just  secured 
above  all  college  degrees  or  diplomas," 
said  Jack. 

At  this  moment  a  door  opened  and  a 
young  lady  stood  upon  the  threshold  with 
embarrassment  in  having  intruded.  To 
Jack,  she  was  a  vision  of  loveliness.  To 
Bud,  she  was  his  captor.  Clad  in  a  neat- 
fitting  suit  of  white  her  form  showed  to 
perfection.  She  had  a  wealth  of  chestnut 
hair,  neatly  secured,  and  on  her  head  was 
a  dainty  cap  made  of  the  same  material 
as  her  dress.  Her  deep  blue  eyes  sparkled 
with  expression  and  her  pretty  nose  and 
chin  were  made  positively  beautiful  by 
two  rows  of  teeth  that  showed  bewitch- 
ingly  when  she  smiled. 

"Pardon  me,"  she  said,  in  a  low  tone 
that  sent  the  blood  to  Jack's  heart  and 
set  Bud's  brain  throbbing,  "but  mamma, 
what  shall  I  prepare  for  pastry?" 

"I  will  be  with  you  in  a  moment, 
Maysie."  Then  turning  to  Jack,  said, 
"This  is  my  daughter,  Mr.  Hammond; 
Mt.  Cressler." 

Jack  and  Bud  both  bowed  an  acknowl- 
edgment, when  Mrs.  Cleveland  excused 
herself  to  superintend  the  culinary  de- 
partment. 

"Did  you  ever  see  a  diviner  form?" 
whispered  Bud. 

"She's  an  angel  just  dropped  down 
from  above,"  said  Jack  earnestly. 

Bud  noted  that  Jack  was  as  badly 
smitten  as  himself  and  a  frown  crossed 


his  face.  "It  is  true  he  has  been  my 
friend  and  chum,  but  if  he  turns  out  to 
be  my  rival  we  must  be  enemies.  I  will 
win  that  girl  or  die,"  were  the  unspoken 
words  in  Bud's  mind  as  he  arose  and  paced 
back  and  forth  across  the  room  trying  to 
hide  his  emotions  by  appearing  to  be  en- 
grossed in  the  pictures  upon  the  wall. 

"Hello!  here  comes  the  expressman 
with  our  trunks." 

The  remaining  hour  to  lunch  time  was 
spent  in  unpacking  and  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  room  they  were  to  occupy. 
During  the  afternoon  each  began  a  care- 
ful study  of  the  duties  they  were  to  per- 
form, as  laid  down  in  a  system  of  rules 
by  the  company.  Jack  being  of  a  me- 
chanical turn  of  mind  soon  grasped  the 
idea  of  the  mechanism  of  the  air  brake 
and  even  engaged  in  mathematical  calcu- 
lation of  the  retarding  force  of  brakes 
under  various  conditions.  Bud  read 
superficially  and  tried  to  retain  in  mind 
only  the  specific  duties  enjoined  upon 
those  taking  service  in  the  master  me- 
chanic's department. 

"Well,  can  you  build  an  engine  yet?" 
said  Jack,  laughing. 

"No;  can  yon  run  a  train?" 

"I  would  make  an  effort  if  asked  to  try. 
Of  course,  I  don't  mean  that  I  could  exe- 
cute the  details,  as  the  rules  do  not  give 
them,  but  I  have  the  train  order  forms 
well  in  mind  and  I  have  a  generally 
fair  conception  of  the  time  card,  which 
at  any  rate  constitutes  the  basis  of 
safety,  and  that  is  looked  upon  as  the 
golden  rule  in  the  operation  of  trains." 

"Firemen,  as  I  understand  it,  are  not 
required  to  master  those  subjects  until 
they  are  nearing  promotion  as  engi- 
neers." 

They  were  not  given  time  to  discuss 
the  point  further,  owing  to  an  interrup- 
tion in  the  way  of  a  call  which  ordered 
Bud  to  report  at  the  round  house  and 
assist  in  wiping  engines.  Jack  at  the 
same  time  was  ordered  to  report  for  a 
freight  train  with  Conductor  Smith,  as 
soon  as  he  con  Id  do  so. 

"You  will  want  a  lunch  put  up,"  said 
Mrs.  Cleveland,  who  came  in  just  in  time 
to  hear  the  orders.  "While  you  are  get- 
ting ready  I  will  have  it  done." 

"Getting  ready?"  said  Jack.  "What 
preparation  should  one  make/^ 
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Mrs.  Cleveland  laughed.  "Pardon  me, 
Mr.  Hammond,  but  perhaps  my  experience 
as  a  brakeman  and  conductor's  wife  maybe 
of  some  value  to  you.  The  work  you  are 
about  to  undertake  is  dangerous,  toil- 
some and  dirty.  You  will  present  a  grue- 
some appearance  if  you  do  not  protect 
your  hands  with  heavy  gloves  and  wear 
overalls  over  your  clothing,  for  you  will 
ride  out  on  top  of  your  train  more  or  less 
and  you  will  be  enveloped  with  smoke. 
Hot  cinders,  too,  will  bury  themselves  in 
your  skin  and  your  neck  will  suffer  if  not 
protected  in  some  way." 

Jack  afterward  thanked  Mrs.  Cleveland 
for  her  kind  advice.  He  found  she  had  a 
very  thorough  knowledge  of  the  hard- 
ships  that  are  incident  to  a  brakeman 's 
life. 

"I  guess  she  forgot  to  tell  me  how  to 
keep  these  blooming  cinders  out  of  my 
eyes,"  said  Jack,  as  he  crawled  down 
over  the  tank  into  the  engine.  "I'll  bet 
that  last  one  was  big  as  a  pea." 

Jack  kept  his  eyes  open  and  noted 
everything  that  went  on  about  him.  His 
watchful  care  for  the  rear  end  won  the 
good  will  of  the  man  who  manipulated 
the  throttle,  and  soon  he  was  finding  ex- 
cuse to  .draw  Jack  into  conversation. 

"Ever  railroad  any  before  this?"  he 
asked.  . 

"No;  that  is  not  in  train  service." 
;  "Engine?" 
"Section  hand." 

"You  don't  look  it.  You'll  be  all  right, 
my  boy,  only  be  careful  and  don't  git 
hurt;  that's  the  main  thing.  The  com- 
pany says  'in  case  of  doubt  or  uncer- 
tainty take  the  safe  course  and  run  no 


risks.'  They  kin  buy  box  cars  and  en- 
gines but  they  can't  buy  lives." 

Nothing  worthy  of  mention  occurred 
during  the  remainder  of  the  trip,  and 
with  the  information  Jack  had  gathered 
from  the  engineer  he  felt  quite  at  home 
after  his  first  trip,  when  he  had  removed 
the  grime  that  covered  his  face  and 
hands. 

"Got  a  boarding  place,  Jack,"  said 
Smith,  familiarly. 

"No;  and  by  the  way,  can  you  direct 
me  to  one  of  those  pay-day  boarding 
houses  I  have  heard  mentioned  by  the 
men  who  have  no  money?" 

"They  are  all  pay-day  boarding  houses 
that  cater  to  railroad  mens'  trade.  Come 
along  with  me,  Jack;  I'll  fix  you  out  if 
you  can  stand  the  grub  that  I  live  on." 

As  they  were  finishing  their  meal  Jack 
was  made  the  possessor  of  one  of  the 
"gastronomic  identifiers,"  as  the  meal 
ticket  is  sometimes  called  by  the  men  in 
train  service.  Smith's  introduction  was 
considered  sufficient  indorsement  to  place 
Jack  upon  the  books  of  the  house  as  a 
good  patron.  The  remainder  of  the  even- 
ing was  spent  in  the  caboose  in  conver- 
sation upon  those  subjects  that  pertained 
to  the  craft  and  which  found  Jack  a  rapt 
listener. 

"You  may  leave  your  togs  in  the  ca- 
boose, Jack,"  said  Smith;  when  they 
reached  Denver  on  the  return  trip.  "Kel- 
sey  is  taking  a  vacation  and  will  not  be 
back  for  a  month.  I  want  to  say  this 
much  for  you;  you're  a  cracker*  jack  for  a 
green  man  and  if  you  are  satisfied  to 
brake  for  me  I  will  see  that  you  stay  right 
here  for  Kelsey  wants  to  get  off  the  run." 
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Jack  thanked  him  for  the  compliment 
and  went  home  feeling  considerably  elated 
after  his  first  experience.  He  met  Bud, 
who  was  jnst  rising  to  go  to  work. 

"Hello,  Bud;  how  does  it  go?" 

"Mighty  tough.  Helped  hostler  last 
night;  suppose  same  sort  of  drudgery 
tonight.  What  I  want  to  do  is  fire  an 
engine." 

"Keep  cool,  Buddy;  you  cannot  expect  to 
get  hold  of  the  general  manager's  job  in 
a  day.  Your  day  to  stand  on  the  foot- 
board will  soon  come  if  you  are  patient, 
and  then— I  can  see  the  rockets  fly  now 
as  you  heave  the  coal  into  the  firebox." 

"You  are  away  up  already  in  railroad 
parlance,  I  see,"  said  Bud,  with  just  a 
faint  tinge  of  sarcasm  in  his  tone. 

"I  am  going  to  adopt  it  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible and  the  mannerisms  of  the  men  as 
well,  for  nothing  is  so  offensive  to  rail- 
road men  as  prudery." 

"Jack,  there  is  just  this  difference  be- 
tween us;  you  accept  the  conditions  will- 
ingly that  you  meet  and  actually  try  to 
cultivate  a  feeling  of  fraternal  relation- 
ship among  those  with  whom  you  come 
into  contact.  I  cannot  tolerate  these 
boors,  but  policy  demands  that  I  be  a 
Roman  amongst  Romans  and— well,  as 
one  of  my  winning  cards  I  have  con- 
sented to  be  a  guest  of  the  shop  foreman 
at  lunch  on  next  Sunday,  provided  you 
will  accompany  me,  for  he  assures  me 
that  his  estimable  daughter  and  wife  love 
music  and  possess  two  fine  instruments, 
a  guitar  and  mandolin." 

"I  shall  be  delighted." 

"I  presumed  you  would  be,  naturally; 
I  see  in  the  proposition  only  a  chance  to 
'soothe  the  savage  breast'  and,  perhaps 
thereby  get  more  congenial  employ- 
ment." 

"And  I  to  mingle  with  a  people  whose 
hearts  are  in  the  right  place,  and  to  enjoy 
their  society.  But,  Bud,  we  will  not 
quarrel  about  our  likes  and  dislikes.  We 
are  working  for  promotion,  you  know, 
and  our  chances  are  about  even,  to  far  as 
length  of  apprenticeship  is  concerned. 
Just  imagine,  Buddy,  old  fellow,  yourself 
an  engineer  and  your  old  chum,  Jack 
Hammond,  the  conductor  of  one  of  the 
limited  trains  out  of  Denver!"  said  Jack, 
enthusiastically. 

Bud  smiled  in  spite  of  himself.  No 


further  reference  was  made  to  the  en- 
gagement until  Sunday  morning,  when 
Jack  advised  Mrs.  Cleveland  that  he  had 
agreed  to  accompany  Bud  as  the  guests 
of  Mr.  Fletcher  at  lunch. 

"1  learn  that  you  are  musicians  of  no 
little  note,"  said  Mrs.  Cleveland  pleas- 
antly.  "We  would  be  delighted  if  you 
would  entertain  ns  when  you  feel  so  in- 
clined. I  know  that  railroad  men  as  a 
rule  are  tired  and  need  rest,  but  some- 
times when  you  have  had  your  rest  will 
you  favor  us?" 

"I  will  be  delighted." 

"Pardon  me,  Mr.  Hammond,  I  over- 
beard  that  promise,  and  I  wish  to  add  my 
thanks  to  those  of  mamma's.  I  have  a  very 
fine  mandolin  that  papa  bought  for  me, 
but  which  I  have  never  learned  to  play 
but  little;  I  have  also  an  old  guitar  which 
was  mamma's,  but  she  laid  it  away  long 
ago.  Wait  and  I  will  bring  them." 

Maysie  hurried  away  to  reappear  a  few 
moments  later  bearing  two  instruments, 
which  Jack  saw  at  once  were  of  the  high- 
est order  of  workmanship  and  design. 
Almost  unconsciously  he  found  himself 
turning  the  ivory  keys  of  the  mandolin. 
Maysie  had  slipped  into  an  adjoining 
room  and  the  next  instant  Jack  heard  a 
note  struck  on  her  piano  which  his  trained 
ear  knew  was  for  his  guidance  in  tuning 
the  instrument  be  held.  In  another  mo- 
ment the  strings  gave  forth  evidence  of  a 
perfectly  harmonious  relation  of  sound 
and  Jack  picked  up  the  bit  of  a  pick  that 
as  he  looked  at  it  thought  of  the  fair 
fingers  that  had  clasped  it  before  him. 

"Perhaps  there  is  something  we  know 
in  common,"  said  Jack,  entering  the  par- 
lor at  Mrs.  Cleveland's  invitation.  "Ah, 
there  is  Sousa's  'Stars  and  Stripes,' "  tak- 
ing up  that  celebrated  piece  of  music  and 
laying  it  before  Maysie.  "Please  play  it; 
I  will  play  the  accompaniment  first  time 
through;  second  time  through  you  play 
accompaniment  to  me." 

Maysie  proved  to  be  a  skillful  performer 
on  the  piano  and  delighted  Jack  with  her 
technique.  Jack  entered  into  the  soul  of 
the  piece  and  bis  execution  was  simply 
marvelous,  to  Maysie,  who  had  never 
seen  anything  to  compare  with  it. 

"Oh,  Mr.  Hammond,  I  am  simply  de- 
lighted!" said  Maysie  when  they  had  con- 
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"I  assure  you  it  is  mutual,  Miss  Cleve- 
land." 

Thus  a  warm  friendship  was  estab- 
lished that  was  destined  to  grow  day  by 
day  amid  snares  and  hardships  that  only 
intensified  their  regard 'for  each  other. 

The  luncheon  at  Fletcher's  proved  but 
an  introductory  feature  of  a  well  laid 
plan  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Fletcher  to  bring 
together  the  circle  of  society  in  which 
they  moved  and  among  which  was  the 
best  musical  talent  of  Denver.  Miss 
Cleveland  and  her  mother  were  among 
the  first  to  arrive,  with  Bud  as  their  es- 
cort. Jack  was  among  the  last  to  arrive, 
but  punctual  nevertheless  to  the  hour. 

"I  trust  I  have  not  kept  you  waiting, 
Miss  Fletcher,"  said  Jack,  after  Maysie's 
introduction. 

"Oh,  no;  you  are  exactly  on  time,  as 
they  say  on  the  road." 

Then  followed  introductions  to  those 
assembled,  and  in  a  short  time  Jack  felt 
as  much  at  home  as  if  he  had  always 
known  them.  His  jolly  disposition  and 
ready  fund  of  wit  was  appreciated  by  all 
present,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of 
Bud,  who  yawned  wearily.  Luncheon 
over,  there  was  a  call  for  music,  to  which 
Maysie  responded  with  characteristic 
willingness.  Her  ability  as  a  performer 
was  recognized  and  a  hearty  encore  called 
for  one  selection  after  another,,  until 
she  begged  to  rest. 

"Papa  tells  me  that  you  play  guitar, 
Mr.  Cressler;  will  you  favor  us  with  some- 
thing of  your  own  choice?"  said  Miss 
Fletcher,  bringing  forth  that  instru- 
ment. 

"Mr.  Hammond  and  I  sometimes  play 
for  our  own  amusement.  His  instrument 
is  the  mandolin.  With  his  assistance 
and  your  toleration  of  our  efforts  we  will 
try." 

"How  delightful  that  will  be!  So  you 
play  mandolin,  Mr.  Hammond?" 

"I'm  an  amateur  only." 

Miss  Fletcher  then  took  that  instrument 
from  its  place  beside  the  piano  and  gave 
it  to  Jack,  saying: 

"I  love  mandolin,  but  I  shall  never 
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learn  to  execute  difficult  pieces.  Do  you 
care  if  I  sit  here  and  watch  you?" 

"I  shall  be  pleased  if  I  can  give  you 
any  new  ideas,"  said  Jack. 

The  instruments,  were  in  perfect  tune 
and  as  if  of  one  mind  Jack  and  Bud 
broke  forth  in  that  familiar  composition, 
"El  Capitan."  A  hearty  encore  followed 
and  extravagant  praises  went  up  from  all 
and  a  call  for  other  selections.  Mr. 
Fletcher  sat  smiling  near  Bud,  whose 
nimble  fingers  and  delicate  execution 
brought  forth  admiration  from  all.  One 
selection  followed  another  until  Jack  de- 
clared that  as  the  audience  was  tired  the 
players  would  take  a  recess. 

One  after  another  of  those  present  fol- 
lowed with  some  selection  of  their  own 
choice  until  all  had  participated.  Then 
came  another  demand'  for  Bud  and  Jack 
to  play,  but  to  which  Bud  pleaded  ex- 
cuses. 

"We  will  give  them  that  new  rag  time 
piece,  Mr.  Hammond,"  said  Maysie,  going 
to  the  piano. 

Jack's  face  lighted  up  with  pleasure  at 
this  invitation  and  drew  up  his  chair  near 
the  piano. 

"I  had  no  idea  you  had  been  rehearsing 
with  Miss  Cleveland,"  said  Bud,  with  a 
frown.  "I  am  sure  you  have  something 
that  will  delight  us." 

Jack  was  quick  to  detect  the  covert 
sneer,  but  said  nothing.  It  had  no  ap- 
parent effect  upon  his  execution,  but 
when  he  had  concluded  his  face  was 
grave.  Bud  was  moody  and  silent  during 
the  remainder  of  the  evening  and  went  to 
work  without  saying  the  usual  good-bye. 

At  an  invitation  from  Mrs.  Cleveland 
he  came  down  to  the  little  sitting  room, 
where  he  was  made  to  feel  at  home  by 
mother  and  daughter.  The  conversation 
turned  to  books  and  soon  Jack  found 
himself  reading  favorite  sketches  of 
Burns,  which  both  himself  and  Maysie 
loved  well.  Once  he  imagined  he  saw 
Bud's  face  pressed  against  the  pane,  but 
he  put  the  thought  away  as  foolish;  was 
not  Bud  at  the  shops  at  work,  nearly  five 
blocks  away? 
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PROGRESSIVE  PORA  OP  QUESTIONS 

AND  ANSWERS  ON  THE  AIR  BRAKE. 

EDITED  BY  GEORGE  R.  PARKER. 

Courtesy  P.  M.  Nellis.  Secy.  Air  Brake  Ass'n. 

[Note.— This  department  is  opened  for  the  benefit  of  our  members,  and  any  questions  asked  should 
pertain  directly  to  the  lesson  or  which  has  been  printed.  Address  all  communications  to  Thk  Rail- 
way Conductor.) 

TESTING  BRAKES:  ROAD  OR  DIVISION  TERMINAL  TEST. 

Q.— 235.  In  making  a  road  test  of  brakes  at  a  division  terminal,  what  should 
be  done? 

A.— The  train  should  be  made  ready  just  the  same  as  before  if  it  is  to  descend 
grades,  or  the  retainers  to  be  used,  otherwise  they  may  be  turned  down.  The 
engineer  should  be  prepared,  when  coupling  to  the  train,  to  charge  it  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  To  do  this  he  should  have  full  main  drum  pressure  and  the  valve  handle 
on  lap  position.  If  it  is  necessary  to  use  the  engine  brakes  while  the  coupling  is 
being  made,  they  may  be  used,  but  if  released,  the  handle  should  be  returned 
immediately  to  lap  position.  When  the  engine  is  coupled  to  the  train  the  engle  cock 
on  the  rear  end  of  the  tender  should  be  opened  first,  that  the  hose  coupling  may  be 
at  least  partially  charged  with  air  before  the  other  angle  cock  is  opened.  To  charge 
the  train,  the  engineer  should  place  the  handle  of  the  Plate  D  8  brake  valve  in  release 
position  and  leave  it  there  until  charged  up.  With  the  Plate  E  6,  or  D  5,  brake  valve, 
the  handle  should  be  removed  to  release  position,  but  immediately  returned  to  run- 
ning position  and  the  train  charged  there. 

Q.— 236.  What  is  meant  by  charging  the  train,  and  how  long  should  it  take  the  en- 
gineer to  do  it  ? 

A.— By  charging  the  train  is  meant  to  fill  the  auxiliary  reservoirs  with  air 
pressure;  the  time  required  to  do  it  varies  with  the  length  of  the  train,  but  it  cannot 
be  done  in  less  than  \%  minutes  on  account  of  the  feed  groove  in  the  triple  valves 
being  so  small. 

Q  —237.   How  much  pressure  must  be  obtained  before  testing  brakes  ? 
A.— At  least  50  or  60  pounds,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  real  piston  travel ;  the 
maximum  pressure  would  be  better,  but  these  pressures  will  do. 
Q.— 238.   How  should  the  brakes  be  applied  for  the  test  ? 

A.— By  the  engineer  reducing  the  train  pipe  pressure  from  15  to  20  pounds  in 
service  application  position. 

Q.— 239.  What  should  then  be  done? 

A.— The  train  should  then  be  inspected  to  see  that  all  brakes  apply  and  have  the 
proper  piston  travel,  which,  if  improper,  should  be  adjusted.  After  it  is  known  that 
all  brakes  apply  properly,  the  signal  to  release  brakes  should  be  given,  and  the  train 
again  inspected  to  see  that  all  brakes  release. 

Q.— 240.   How  should  the  signal  to  release  be  given  in  passenger  service? 

A.— By  the  signal  whistle,  and  by  the  car  discharge  valve  on  the  last  car. 

Q.— 241.  Should  the  signal  to  release  be  given  by  the  rear  stop  cock  of  the  signal 
line? 

A.— No.  When  given  by  the  discharge  valve  it  becomes  a  test  of  the  signal  appa- 
ratus, which  it  would  not  be  if  given  by  the  stop  cock. 

Q.— 242.  What  should  be  done  when  adjusting  the  piston  travel  ? 

A.— The  brake  should  be  released  by  means  of  the  release  valve,  the  car  cut  out 
by  closing  the  cut-out  cock  under  the  car,  and  the  travel  tnen  adjusted  by  the  dead 
levers  of  the  truck,  the  slack  being  taken  up  equally  on  each  end  of  the  car.  On  caw 
where  no  dead  levers  are  provided,  it  is  usually  adjusted  on  the  bottom  rod  by  means 
of  a  turn  buckle.  If  enough  slack  cannot  be  taken  up  on  the  dead  lever,  it  may  be 
taken  up  on  the  bottom  rod,  but  care  must  be  taken  when  doing  so,  as  slack  is  taken 
I     up  much  faster  on  the  bottom  rod  than  on  the  dead  lever. 
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Q.— 243.  When  the  engineer  receives  the  signal  ,  to  release  brakes  after  testing, 
how  should  he  make  the  release  ? 

A.— Place  the  brake  valve  handle  in  full  release  position  for  a  few  seconds  and, 
then  turn  it  to  running  position. 

Q.— 244.   After  the  inspectors  find  all  brakes  released,  what  should  they  do? 

A.— Notify  the  engineer  as  to  the  number  and  condition  of  the  brakes.  - 

Q.— 245.  At  what  other  times  should  the  brakes  be  tested? 

A.— After  picking  up  or  setting  off  cars,  or  at  any  other  time  that  the  train  may 
have  been  parted  without  the  application  of  the  brakes. 
Q.— 246.   How  would  such  a  test  be  made? 

A.— The  trainmen  or  inspectors  would  signal  the  engineer  to  apply  the  brakes 
and  watch  the  brakes  back  of  where  the  train  was  parted.  As  soon  as  they  applied 
they  should  signal  the  engineer  to  release  the  brakes  and  see  that  they  release.  This 
insures  all  angle  cocks  being  open. 

Q.— 247..  Should  one  brake  on  the  train  refuse  to  apply  when  making  a  terminal 
or  shop  test,  all  the  rest  of  the  brakes  applying  all  right,  what  should  be  done? 

A. — If  the  car  is  cut  in  see  that  the  auxiliary  reservoir  is  charged,  by  trying  the 
release  valve.  If  it  is  charged,  have  the  engineer  attempt  to  apply  the  brake  in 
service  application,  then  by  holding  the  hand  over  the  hole  in  the  under  side  of  the 
back  cylinder  head,  if  air  passes  out  through  that  hole  it  will  be  felt.  If  it  does  this 
the  trouble  lays  with  the  packing  leather,  as  this  air  must  have  passed  it. 

Q.— 248.   Should  any  of  the  brakes  refuse  to  release,  what  should  be  done? 

A.— If  the  angle  cocks  are  all  open  and  the  excess  pressure  already  pumped  up, 
it  will  only  be  necessary  to  place  the  brake  valve  handle  in  full  release  position  for  a 
few  seconds.  But  if  there  is  no  excess  pressure  shown,  the  brake  valve  handle  should 
be  moved  to  lap  position  and  held  there  until  the  excess  pressure  is  obtained ;  then 
upon  placing  the  handle  in  release  position,  the  brakes  should  release. 

Q.— 249.  Would  it  be  good  policy  to  make  another  slight  application  of  the 
brakes  before  making  the  second  release  ? 

A.— No.  To  release  brakes  the  train  pipe  pressure  must  be  increased  over  auxili- 
ary reservoir  pressure.  When  applying  brakes  train  pipe  pressure  is  reduced,  and  it 
is  already  too  low  or  the  brakes  would  release. 

Q.— 250.  Should  the  brake  refuse  to  release  on  the  second  attempt,  what  should 
be  done? 

A.— Reduce  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure  by  means  of  the  release  valve;  should 
that  not  release  the  brake  examine  for  a  pressure  retaining  valve,  and  if  there  is  one 
on  the  car,  see  that  the  handle  is  in  the  proper  position,  pointing  downward,  and  the 
exhaust  opening  free;  if  there  is  no  pressure  retaining  valve,  or  if  it  is  in  proper 
condition,  look  for  a  hand  brake  set  or  the  brake  rigging  foul  under  the  car. 

Q.— 251.  What  other  test  is  it  advisable  to  make  after  changing  engines  or  other- 
wise parting  the  train  ? 

A.— What  is  termed  the  running  test.  In  making  this  test,  after  the  train  has 
started  the  brakes  are  applied  lightly  by  the  engineer  until  he  feels  them  begin  to 
hold,  he  should  then  release  them.  This  insures  against  the  closing  of  any  angle 
cock,  either  accidentally  or  intentionally. 

Q.— 252.   When  should  piston  travel  be  adjusted? 

A.— If  it  is  less  than  4#  inches  in  freight,  or  5#  inches  in  passenger  service,  or 
more  than  eight  inches  in  either,  the  travel  should  be  adjusted  to  as  near  6  inches  as 
possible. 

Q— 253.   Why  must  the  travel  not  exceed  8  inches  ? 

A.— Because  after  that  the  braking  force  lessens  slightly  by  the  expansion  of  the 
air  into  the  greater  space,  and  when  the  piston  strikes  the  cylinder  head  at  12  inches 
travel  the  brake  is  ineffective. 

Q.— 254.  Is  it  permissible  to  adjust  the  piston  travel  by  taking  up  the  slack  with 
the  hand  brake? 

A.— No;,  it  is  dangerous  to  do  so. 
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Q.— 255.  In  case  of  a  defective,  or  non-operative,  brake,  how  would  that  one 
brake  be  cut  ont  of  service  so  as  not  to  affect  the  others  ? 

A.— With  the  plain  triple  valve,  move  the  handle  of  the  fourway  cock  to  a  posi- 
tion half  way  between  horizontal  and  upright.  With  the  quick-action  triple  simply 
close  the  stop  cock  in  the  branch  of  the  main  train  pipe,  by  placing  the  handle  in  a 
position  parallel  with  the  pipe.  In  case  of  cut-out  brakes  they  should  be  reported  to 
the  inspectors  at  the  terminal,  that  they  may  be  repaired.  The  auxiliary  reservoir 
should  always  be  drained  by  opening  the  release  valve. 

HANDLING  TRAINS. 

Q.— 256.  In  making  an  application  of  the  brakes  for  any  purpose,  except  testing 
brakes  or  an  emergency  application,  how  much  pressure  should  be  drawn  from  the 
train  pipe  at  the  first  reduction  ? 

A.— From  five  to  seven  pounds. 

Q.— 257.  Why  not  less  than  this  amount  ? 

A.— Because  the  reduction  would  not  be  sufficient  to  force  the  brake  pistons  over 
the  leakage  grooves  in  the  cylinders. 

Q.— 258.  Why  not  more  than  seven  pounds  ? 

A.— Because  it  will  cause  too  severe  an  application  of  the  brake  at  the  first  reduc- 
tion, and  is  liable  to  cause  shock  to  the  train;  this  is  especially  true  where  the  piston 
travel  is  short. 

Q.— 259.  After  the  first  five  or  six  pounds  reduction,  how  much  pressure  should  be 
drawn  from  the  train  pipe  at  any  one  reduction  ? 

A.— This  must  be  governed  entirely  by  the  circumstances,  but  the  best  results 
are  obtained  by  not  using  more  than  three  or  four  pounds  at  any  one  reduction  after 
the  first  one. 

Q.— 260.  How  many  applications  should  be  used  for  the  ordinary  station  stop  with 
a  passenger  train  ? 

A.— One  and  not  to  exceed  two. 

Q.— 261.  What  is  meant  by  one  application  ? 

A.— From  the  time  the  brakes  are  applied  until  they  are  released,  no  matter  how 
many  reductions,  is  one  application;  after  they  have  been  released  and  are  reapplied 
is  the  second  application. 

Q.— 262.  How  many  applications  should  be  used  for  water  tank  or  coal  chute  stops 
with  a  passenger  train  ? 

A.— Two. 

Q.— 263.  Why  use  two? 

A.— It  insures  a  greater  accuracy  and  permits  holding  the  brakes  on  until  a  full 
stop  without  the  usual  disagreeable  lurch,  thus  insuring  the  train  standing  still  after 
the  stop  is  made. 

Q. — 264.  Should  the  brakes  be  held  applied  on  a  passenger  train  while  standing 
at  a  water  tank  or  coal  chute? 

A.— Yes.  If  they  were  released  and  the  engine  throttle  leaked  slightly,  the  train 
might  start  to  move,  and  before  it  could  be  stopped  cause  damage. 

Q.— 265.  Is  there  any  other  time  that  the  stop  could  be  made  in  this  manner  to 
good  advantage? 

A.— Yes.  When  stopping  at  short  platforms  to  load  express  matter  or  baggage,  or 
on  grades  where  the  brakes  must  be  held  applied  to  a  full  stop  in  order  to  stop  the 
train. 

Q.— 266.  How  is  such  a  stop  made? 
A. — The  first  application  should  be  so  made  that  if  allowed  to  remain  applied  it 
would  stop  the  train  a  little  short  of  the  desired  point,  but  before  stopping,  say  about 
three  or  four  car  lengths  from  that  point,  the  brakes  should  be  released,  the  brake 
valve  being  immediately  returned  to  lap  position  and  the  brakes  then  applied  lightly 
as  may  be  necessary  until  the  stop  is  made. 

Q.— 267.  How  is  the  shock  avoided  if  the  brakes  are  held  on  until  a  full  stop? 
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A.— The  train  being  moving  at  a  slow  rate  of  speed  when  the  second  application 
is  made,  it  is  of  necessity  a  very  light  application,  and  a  light  application  causes 
very  little  or  no  shock  when  held  on  nntil  a. full  stop. 

Q  —268.  Why  is  it  essential  to  return  the  handle  to  lap  position  after  releasing 
when  a  second  application  is  desired? 

A.— To  avoid  overcharging  the  train  pipe  above  the  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure. 

Q.— 269.  What  effect  does  such  overcharging  have? 

A.— In  order  to  apply  the  brakes  the  train  pipe  pressure  must  be  reduced  lower 
than  the  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure;  if  the  two  are  kept  as  nearly  equal  as  possible 
when  releasing,  the  second  application  can  be  obtained  immediately;  but  if  the  train 
pipe  pressure  is  mush  higher  than  the  auxiliary  pressure,  then  such  surplus  pressure 
must  be  exhausted  first  to  get  them  equal,  and  a  further  reduction  made  to  reduce 
train  pipe  below  auxiliary  pressure,  all  of  which  consumes  time. 

Q.— 270.  Why  is  it  bad  practice  to  use  more  than  two  applications  in  stopping  ? 
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A.— Because  each  application  decreases  the  auxiliary  reservoir  pressure,  and  re- 
peated applications  without  recharging,  soon  reduce  this  pressure  so  low  as  to 
materially  reduce  the  power  of  the  brakes.  ' 

Q.— 271.  With  a  passenger  train  at  ordinary  station  stops,  when  should  the  brakes 
be  released  and  why? 

A.— A  sufficient  time  before  stopping  to  avoid  the  backward  lurch.  If  the  brakes 
.  are  released  a.  sufficient  time  before  stopping  to  prevent  the  .driving  wheels  from  re- 
.  volving  backward  when  the  train  stops,  this  will  be  accomplished.  ,  ; 

Q,— 272.  Can  this  lurch,  caused  by  the  tilting  of  the  .trucks,  be  avoided  any.  other 
way  than  by  releasing  as  mentioned? 

A.— Yes.  If  the  engine  throttle  is  opened  slightly  at  the:time,  the  train  stops,  just 
enough  to  hold  the  train  until  the  trucks  resume  their  normal  position,  the  lurch  will 
be  avoided.  This  last-named  method  is  hardly  to  be  recommended  •  for.  a  general 
.practice,  however,  as  it  has  a  tendency  to  make  the  engineer  careless; :  / 

Q.— 273.  In  steadying  a  train  around  a  curve,  when  should  the  brakes  be  applied? 
.  A.— While  on  the  straight  line  just  before- reaching  the  curve.  This  Tule;does  not 
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apply  to  descending  grades,  however,  as  then  the  curve  should  be  taken  advantage 
of  to  recharge. 

Q.— 274.  In  handling  a  freight  train,  either  partly  or  wholly  equipped  with  air 
brakes,  how  should  the  application  for  an  ordinary  stop  be  made? 

A.— Very  much  the  same  as  with  a  passenger  train,  if  anything  more  gradually. 
When  shutting  off  steam,  the  engineer  should  allow  of  ample  room  for  making  the 
stop,  and  after  shutting  off  should  wait  a  little  while  for  the  train  to  settle  and  the 
slack  to  run  up  if  it  will.  After  this  interval  he  should  make  a  reduction  of,  not  to 
exceed  seven  pounds,  and  again  wait  for  the  slack  to  come  up.  Simply  shutting  off 
steam  will  not  always  bunch  the  train,  and  the  first  reduction  should  not  exceed  the 
amount  stated,  that  the  slack  may  not  come  too  quickly.  After  the  slack  is  bunched, 
the  engineer  may  follow  up  as  circumstances  and  judgment  dictate,  only  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  brakes  are  not  to  be  released  until  a  full  stop  is  reached.  In 
order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  a  release,  the  application  should  be  as  gradual  as 
possible,  each  reduction  being  no  heavier  than  is  required  at  that  time. 

Q.— 275.  What  precaution  should  be  taken  if  brakes  are  released  when  the  train  is 
moving  slowly? 

A.— The  engine  throttle  should  be  left  closed  at  least  until  the  rear  brakes  are  en- 
tirely released.  The  idea,  which  is  prevalent  to  a  considerable  extent,  that  the 
brakes  are  released  the  instant  the  handle  reaches  release  position,  is  erroneous,  and 
if  the  throttle  is  opened  carelessly  at  this  time  damage  will  follow. 

Q  —276.  Why  is  it  that  the  brakes  must  be  held  applied  with  a  freight  train  until 
the  stop  is  completed,  while  with  a  passenger  train  they  are  released  before  stopping:? 

A.— Principally  on  account  of  the  slack  in  the  long  train.  The  shock  met  with  in 
'  passenger  service  if  the  brakes  are  held  on  until  a  full  stop,  is  not  met  with  in  freight 
service  on  account  of  the  different  method  of  hanging  the  brake  beams.  The  shock 
met  with  in  freight  service  is  caused  by  the  slack  rnnaing  out,  and  if  the  throttle  is 
epened  before  this  slack  runs  out  there  is  liability  of  parting  the  train. 

Q.— 277.  In  backing  a  freight  train  out  of  a  side  track,  the  train  being  only  partly 
equipped  with  air  brakes,  how  should  the  brakes  be  applied? 

A.— A  few  hand  brakes  should  be  set  at  the  rear  of  the  train  to  hold  the  slack 
bnnched  against  the  engine,  and  the  train  then  carefully  stopped  with  the  air  brakes 
rf  it  is  so  desired. 

Q.— 278.  Upon  the  application  of  the  air  brakes  under  such  circumstances,  would 
the  slack  not  run  out? 

A.— Yes;  but  the  hand  brakes  being  set  would  prevent  it  from  running  out  fast 
enough  to  cause  damage. 

Q.— 279.  In  the  event  of  the  engineer  finding  that  he  is  sliding  the  wheels  on  the 
train,  what  is  the  first  thing  he  should  do? 

A.— If  he  has  the  brakes  applied  at  the  time,  and  can  do  so,  he  should  release 
them,  and  before  reapplying  should  get  some  sand  on  the  rail,  and  then  keep  the  rail 
continuously  sanded  until  the  stop  is  made.  When  applying  for  the  next  stop,  if  the 
rail  is  bad,  he  should  use  sand  before  the  brakes  are  applied,  or  at  least  while  they 
are  applied  lightly,  and  keep  the  rail  continuously  sanded  until  the  stop  is  com- 
pleted. 

Q.— 280.  What  is  the  benefit  or  use  of  sand  in  a  case  of  this  kind? 

A.— The  primary  use  of  sand  is  to  create  a  greater  adhesion  of  the  wheels  to  the 
rail  and  lessen  the  likelihood  of  skidding  them.  The  rail,  for  this  reason,  should  be 
well  and  continuously  sanded  during  the  entire  stop  and  before  the  brakes  are  ap- 
plied, or  at  least  while  moderately  applied,  otherwise  if  the  wheels  lock  and  slide  first 
the  benefit  of  the  sand  is  entirely  lost. 

Q  — 281.  If  the  wheels  are  sliding,  would  the  application  of  sand  to  the  rail  start 
them  revolving  again? 

A.— No.  They  would  continue  to  slide,  and  sliding  on  sand  would  cause  them  to 
cot  badly. 

Q— 282.  In  the  event  of  the  engineer  having  used  full  braking  power  to  make  the 
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stop,  through  not  having  applied  soon  enough,  if  he  finds  that  he  will  still  run  past 
the  station,  would  it  be  good  policy  to  sand  the  rail? 

A.— No;  unless  it  is  a  case  of  emergency.  Possibly  some  wheels  are  sliding,  if 
they  are  the  application  of  sand  to  the  rail  would  cause  very  bad  flat  spots. 

Q.r-283.  How  would  the  cause  of  wheels  sliding  be  located? 

A.— If  the  brakes  released  all  right,  and  the  .  wheels  did  not  slide  because  the 
brake  "stuck"  or  "dragged,"  it  would  be  applied  to  ascertain  the  piston  travel.  If 
the  travel  was  found  to  be  too  short,  before  any  alteration  was  made  the  hand  brake 
should  be  examined  to  see  if  it  had  been  partially  set.  If  the  hand  brake  was  free 
the  travel  should  then  be  adjusted  by  the  dead  lover.  If  the  piston  travel  was  found 
on  inspection  to  be  correct,  the  leverage  should  then  be  calculated  to  ascertain  if  too 
much  power  was  being  developed. 

Q.— 284.  How  would  the  brakes  be  operated  in  handling  trains  on  long  descending 
grades? 


A.— They  should  be  applied  lightly  in  sufficient  time  to  permit  of  holding  the  train 
with  a  light  application;  before  reaching  a  sharp  curve  or  let  up  in  the  grade  the  train 
should  be  slowed  down,  and  as  it  reached  the  curve  or  let  up  the  brakes  should  be  re- 
leased and  the  auxiliaries  recharged  while  passing  such  a  point,  if  necessary. 

Q.— 285.  Why  is  it  preferable  to  apply  the  brakes  when  going  slowly  instead  of  al- 
lowing it  to  attain  its  maximum  speed? 

A.— Because  when  going  s>  lowly  a  light  reduction  will  hold  it  at  that  speed,  or  at 
most  will  allow  it  to  increase  in  speed  very  gradually.  In  holding  a  train  on  a  grade  the 
prime  consideration  is  safety.  The  more  air  that  is  taken  from  th  auxiliary  reser- 
voirs to  hold  the  train,  the  more  will  have  to  be  replaced  when  they  are  recharged.  This 
consumes  time  which  cannot  then  be  spared. 

Q.— - 286.  In  recharging  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  where  should  the  brake  valve  handle 
be  placed? 

A.— In  the  full  release  position,  and  left  there  until  ready  to  reapply  with  the  older 
form  of  brake  valve;  with  the  new  form  of  valve  it  should  be  left  in  release  until 
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charged  very  nearly  to  the  full  70  pounds,  the  valve  handle  then  being  returned  to 
running  position. 

Q.— 287.  Why  not  leave  the  handle  in  full  . release  position  until  ready  to  reapply 
with  the  new  form  of  brake  valve? 

A.— Because  of  the  liability  to  overcharge  the  train,  the  feed  valve  being  inopera- 
tive in  that  position. 

Q.— 288.  In  recharging  on  grades,  what  should  be  kept  in  mind? 

A.— That  safety  is  the  first  consideration.  To  obtain  this  the  train  should  be  re- 
charged  as  often  as  opportunity  presented  itself,  endeavoring  to  keep  the  train  under 
control  and  as  near  the  maximum  pressure  as  possible,  avoiding  unnecessary  re- 
charging. 

Q  — 289.  Should  the  engineer  attempt  to  maintain  a  uniform  speed  in  descending 
grades? 

A  —Yes;  where  practicable,  but  there  are  other  and  more  inportant  points  to  be 
considered  first,  uniformity  of  speed  being  a  secondary  consideration. 

Q.— 290.  Can  any  rules  be  laid  down  for  handling  trains  on  grades? 

A.— Only  in  a  general  way.  Local  conditions  must  govern  each  individual  case 
and  judgment  be  used  accordingly. 

It.  C.  R.— Pittsburg-.  Pa.,  asks:  "Can  there  be 
such  a  difference  in  the  length  of  piston  travel 
that  the  reduction  made  to  cover  the  leakage 
groove  in  the  piston  of  the  longer  travel  will  cause 
a  shock  to  the  train  by  too  quick  action  on  the  part 
of  pistons  of  shorter  travel:  or.  to  be  brief,  does 
the  length  of  piston  travel,  if  any  great  difference 
exists,  constitute  a  cause  for  shock  to  the  train?" 


A  variable  piston  travel,  to  some  extent,  is  usu- 
ally conducive  to  shocks,  especially  in  locg  freight 
trains.  Still,  under  some  circumstances,  it  may 
be  present,  but  not  always  apparent.  I  will  en- 
deavor to  make  the  above  clear  by  referring  to  the 
following  facts  that  are  too  well  known  to  be  ques- 
tioned. "Nine  pounds  reduced  from  70  in  train 
pipe  and  auxiliary  reservoirs,  with  4  inch  piston 
travel,  will  give  abont  25  pounds  pressure  in  brake 
cylinder:  the. same  amount  reduced  from  the  same 
original  pressures,  with  9  inch  piston  travel  will 
give  a  brake  cylinder  pressure  of  about  8  pounds 
on  each  square  inch  of  piston  area,  about  one-third 
less,  due  to  piston  travel  being  increased  5  inches. 
As  this  question  is  being  answered  more  particu- 
larly in  connection  with  freight  cars,  we  will  refer 
to  the  sixe  of  brake  cylinder  that  is  usually  em- 
ployed on  same,  being  8  inchesin  diamater.  having 
about  50  square  inches  of  piston  area.  The  total 
power  of  brake  cylinder  in  pounds  is  ascertained 
by  multiplying  the  number  of  pounds  pressure  by 
number  of  square  inches  of  piston  area:  in  cases 
cited  above,  there  would  be  a  brake  cylinder  force 
of  1250  and  400  pounds,  respectively. 

The  above  applies  to  but  one  reduction  or  pres- 
sure. As  freight  trains  are  not  usually  stopped 
with  one  reduction,  we  will  be  justified  in  making 
'a'  second  reduction  of  about  6  pounds.  13  pounds  in 
all:  this  second  reduction  will  result'  in  brake 
cylinder  pressures  57  for  4  inch  and  29  pounds  for 
9  inch  piston  travel,  or  a  total  force  in  pounds  of 
2,850  and  1.450.  respectively. 

-  •  We  will  now  apply  the  above  conclusionain  three 
ways  to  a  freight  train  composed  of  30  air  brake 
cars,  all  being  operated.  We  will  adjust  the  piston 
travel  on  the  ten  head  cars  to  4  inches,  the  twenty  ' 
In  the  rear  to  9  inches.  Air  pressures  are  equal 


throughout  train  pipe  and  in  all  auxiliary  reser- 
voirs, and  is  reduced  7  pounds  from  an  original 
pressure  of  70  pounds,  brakes  scarts  to  apply,  the 
head  ones  applying  first  and  in  addition,  the  ten 
head  cars  apply  with  much  greater  force  than 
those  in  rear,  this  results  in  checking  head  por- 
tion more  rapid  than  rear  portion,  starting  a  shock, 
between  the  t  nth  and  eleventh  cars  that  is  com- 
municated from  car  to  car  toward*  the  rear,  or- 
dinarily the  intensity  of  same  increasing  the 
further  it  goes,  tbe  way  car  and  occupant*  of  «ioe 
getting  tbe  most  of  it.  Tne  same  results  w.li  fol- 
low the  second  reduction:  thry  may  be  modified, 
depending  on  the  amount  reduced  from  train  line 
pressure;  if  it  is  6  pounds,  as  previously  proposed, 
we  believe  the  results  would  be  undesirable,  as 
the  second  reduction  results  in  greater  difference 
in  brake  cylinder  pressure  and  due  to  variable  pis- 
ton travel. 

We  will  now  place  the  ten  cars  with  short  piston 
travel  in  rear  of  train,  and  apply  brakes  by  mak- 
ing tbe  same  reduction  in  pressure,  yiR  7  pounds, 
bead  brakes  applying  first  will  have  a  tendency  to 
bunch  train.  The  greater  force  developed  in  the 
ten  rear  cars  will  reverse  these  conditions  by 
stretching  train.  If  rear  portion  of  train  is  on 
curve  and  overcoming  resistence  due  to  same,  or 
is  on  a  slight  ascending  grade,  the  stretching 
action  may  be  sudden  and  severe,  placing  an  un- 
necessary strain  on  draft  appliances,  causing:  a 
shock  somewhere  in  train  that  may  cause  same  to 
part.  This  action  will  be  duplicated  if  the  follow- 
ing reduction  of  pressure  is  heavy. 

Instead  of  placing  the  cars  with  short  piston  tra- 
vel together  we  will  now  scatter  them  by  placing 
them  at  regular  intervals  throuehemt  train.  -  Their 
Influence  for  results  previously  mentioned  are  now 
lost,  because  the  united  power  thpy  once  had  is 
now  scattered.  The  latter  fact  is  .true  in  all  de- 
partments of  life.  A  comblbedtofiuence  produces 
results  desirable  and  undesirable,  all  depending 
on  whatjaesitioq.we occupy, 

In  order  to  overcome  shocks  of  all  kinds  jiaifqrna 
adjustment  is  an  absolute  necessity.  Some  em- 
ploy injunction.'  An  'efficient  'automatic' brake 
slack  ad  jester  Willenable  an  things  *ora  a  smeotb- 
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ly  and  prevent  shocks  in  railroad  trains  that  are 
produced  by  variable  piston  travel. 

We  have  answered,  this  question  in  connection 
with  the  application  of  brakes  as  it  has  an  import- 


ant bearing  on  the  release  bf  brake;  if  M.  C.  R.  de- 
sires it  we  are  willing  to  answer  in  this  connection . 
in  a  subsequent  number. 


f.TO  BB  CONTINUED.] 


LAKE.  SHORE  SIDE— WHIRLEY'S  AND  PACKAGE  FREIGHT  HOUSE 


INTERESTING  INFORMATION. 


The  recent  departure  from  Washington 
of  the  special  train  carrying  the  United 
States  and  numerous  other  delegates  to 
the  approaching  Pan-American  Confer- 
ence to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Mexico  lends 
especial  interest  to  some  figures  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the 
territory  at  the  south,  which  the  Treas- 
ury Bureau  of  Statistics  has  compiled  for 
the  convenience  of  the  United  States 
members  of  that  congress.  The  import- 
ance of  development  of  our  commerce  in 
this  particular  direction  is  pointed  out 
by  this  publication,  which  shows  that  our 
exports  have  shown  less  growth  to  the 
countries  of  Central  and  South  America 
than  to  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

"The  commerce  of  the  United  States 
with  the  American  countries  lying  south 
of  her  borders,"  says  the  opening  page 
of  this  discussion,  "has  long  been  an  ob- 


ject of  solicitude  to  her  statesmen,  econ- 
omists, and  business  men.  With  the 
English-speaking  people  of  American 
territory  lying  upon  the  noith  her  com- 
mercial relations  have  rapidly  grown  and 
proven  mutually  satisfactory.  Wirh  those 
of  another  language,  occupying  the  con- 
tiguous territory  at  the  south  the  growth 
has  been  slower  and  less  satisfactory, 
and  as  the  distance  increases  the  growth 
decreases.  To  British  North  America  the 
United  States  supplies  52  per  cent  of  the 
total  imports  for  consumption;  to  Mexico, 
equally  adjacent,  but  speaking  another 
language  than  our  own,  40  per  cent;  to 
the  Central  American  States,  next  re- 
moved by  distance,  though  readily  reached 
by  water,  and  now  being  tapped  by  rail- 
ways, 35  per  cent;  to  Colombia,  a  trifle 
farther  removed,  but  equally  accessible 
by  direct  water  communication  33  per  cent; 
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to  Venezuela,  equally  accessible,  27  per 
cent;  to  the  West  Indies,  which  lie  in  close 
proximity,  but  which  have  been  up  to  the 
present  time  controlled  by  commercial  na- 
tions whose  policy  in  many  cases  has 
been  to  retain  their  commerce  for  their 
own  people,  20  per  cent;  to  the  Guianas, 
also  readily  reached  by  water,  25  per 
cent  of  the  imports  of  British  Guiana,  17 
per  cent  of  those  of  Dutch  Guiana  and 
but  less  than  6  per  cent  of  those  of  French 
Guiana. 

"Up  to  this  point  the  study  of  the 
growth  of  commerce  beween  the  United 
States  and  other  American  countries  is 
fairly  satisfactory.  Beginning  with  52 
per  cent  of  the  import  trade  of  Canada, 
40  per  cent  of  that  of  Mexico,  and  rang- 
ing on  downward  along  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico and  Caribbean  Sea,  a  fairly  satisfac- 
tory share  of  the  commerce  of  those 
countries  is  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  though  it  will  be  conceded 
that  her  people  have  a  right  to  expect  a 
larger  share  of  the  commerce  of  the 
countries  lying  so  near  at  hand,  especially 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  purchases 
from  them  are  much  larger  than  our  sales 
to  them.  Even  this  somewhat  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  trade  with  the  coun- 
tries bordering  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  the  Caribbean  Sea  is,  however,  grati- 
fying when  compared  with  the  traffic  re- 
lations of  the  United  States  with  the 
countries  of  South  America  bordering 
upon  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  Of 
the  total  imports  of  all  South  America,  87 
per  cent  is  taken  by  the  countries  border- 
ing upon  the  two  oceans,  and  but  13  per 
cent  by  those  upon  the  Caribbean.  On 
the  eastern  coast  of  South  America  we 
find  Brazil  importing  in  1898  goods  to  the 
value  of  over  $105,000,000,  of  which  the 
United  States  supplied  about  10  per  cent; 
Uruguay  and  Paraguay,  $26,000,000,  of 
which  our  share  was  less  than  7  per  cent, 
and  Argentine,  $112,000,000,  of  which 
about  10  per  cent  was  from  the  United 
States,  while  a  tour  of  the  Pacific  coast 
shows  imports  into  Chili  of  $38,000,000, 
Peru,  $8,500,000,  Bolivia,  $11,600,000  and 
Ecuador,  $7,000,000;  the  proportion  from 
the  United  States  averaging  about  10  per 
cent.  Thus  the  northern  coast  of  South 
America,  fronting  on  the  Caribbean  Sea, 
__imports  goods  to  the  value  of  $26,000,000, 


of  which  we  supply  an  average  of  25  per 
cent;  the  eastern  coast,  fronting  upon  the 
Atlantic,  $275,000,000  and  the  Pacific  coast, 
$60,000,000,  of  which  our  proportion  is  in 
each  case  about  10  per  cent. 

"Nor  can  it  be  urged  that  this  condi- 
tion is  a  temporary  one.  While  exports 
from  the  United  States  to  Mexico  have 
grown  rapidly,  especially  since  the  open- 
ing of  railroad  communication,  and  have 
experienced  a  moderate  development  in 
the  case  of  the  countries  bordering  upon 
the  Carribbean,  the  total  sales  to  the 
south  of  us  have  not  grown  with  the  rapid- 
ity which  has  characterized  those  to  the 
world  at  large.  In  1868  our  sales  to  the 
countries  lying  south  of  us  were  205  of 
our  total  exports;  in  1878,  a  little  less 
than  10  per  cent;  in  1888,  a  fraction  above 
10  per  cent;  in  1898,  but  7  per  cent  and  in 
1901,  about  9  per  cent  of  our  total  ex- 
ports. 

"An  examination  of  our  list  of  pur- 
chases from  Central  and  South  America 
seems  to  increase  the  anomaly  presented 
by  their  small  purchases  from  us.  Of 
Brazil  we  are  by  far  the  largest  customer 
in  her  chief  articles  of  export— coffee  and 
rubber— while  from  Argentine .  and  Chile 
our  purchases  of  wool  and  hides  are  also 
heavy;  and  for  the  tropical  products  of 
other  countries  of  South  America— sugar, 
spices,  fruits,  dyewoods,  cabinet  woods, 
textiles  and  chemicals— the  United  States 
offers  a  constant  and  rapidly  increasing 
market.  From  the  countries  of  South 
America,  the  United  States  in  1901,  pnr- 
chased  goods  valued  at  $110,329,667,  while 
her  sales  to  them  in  that  year  were  but 
$44,770,888,  less  than  one-half  of  her  pur- 
chases from  them. 

"A  study  of  the  map  of  the  world  seems 
to  offer  a  partial  explanation  of  the  ano- 
malous conditions  with  reference  to  the 
trade  of  all  of  the  countries  lying  south 
of  the  easternmost  point  of  South  Ameri- 
ca. The  commerce  of  the  world  reaching 
Brazil  (south  of  the  Amazon),  Uruguay, 
Paraguay  and  Argentine,  on  the  Atlantic 
coast;  and  Chile,  Peru,  Ecuador  and  the 
interior  State  of  Bolivia,  on  the  west, 
must  reach  them  by  water,  and  their  sales 
to  other  parts  of  the  world  also  go  by 
water.  It  will  be  Seen  that  the  markets 
of  Europe  are  practically  as  near  to  all 
South  America  fronting  on  the  Atlantic 
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and  Pacific  as  are  those  of  the  U.  S.  And 
examination  of  the  map  and  of  the  distan- 
ces actually  travelled  by  the  great  steam- 
ships following  the  usual  course  of  com- 
merce sustains  this  assertion.  The  east- 
ernmost point  of  South  America  extends 
2,600  miles  farther  east  than  New  York, 
and  the  sailing  distance  from  that  point 
to  N.  Y.  is  actually  greater  than  to  the 
cities  of  southern  Europe,  and  but  slightly 
less  than  to  the  commercial  cities  of  Eng- 
land and  Germany,  our  greatest  commer- 
cial rivals.  This  fact  alone  places  the  U. 
S.  upon  an  equal  footing  with  Europe  in 
the  matter  of  distance;  but  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  nearly  all  of  the  steamship  lines 
entering  South  American  ports  are  con- 
trolled by  European  capital  and  Euro- 
pean interests,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
a  large  share  of  the  commerce  of  those 
countries  should  be  diverted  to  Europe. 
Naturally  a  considerable  share  of  then- 
exports  go  direct  to  Europe,  and  to  that 
extent  it  would  be  quite  reasonable  to  ex- 


pect that  their  purchases  would  be  from 
that  part  of  the  world. 

The  fact  that  exports  from  the  United . 
States  to  Europe  greatly  exceed  her  im- 
ports from  Europe  makes  it  practicable 
for  the  vessels  which  bring  the  rubber, 
coffee,  hides  and  wool  of  South  Ameri- 
ca to  the  United  States  to  readily  load  at 
our  ports  with  grain  or  provisions  for 
Europe,  and  there  load  again  with  goods 
for  the  South  American  markets,  thus 
making  the  tour  of  the  triangle  of  which 
the .  line  from  New  York  to  Liverpool 
forms  the  base,  and  the  ports  of  Brazil 
and  Argentina  the  apex.  That  this  should 
occur  under  ordinary  conditions  would 
not  be  surprising,  and  that  it  should  oc- 
cur with  lines  of  steamships  controlled 
almost  exclusively  in  the  interests  of 
European  capital  and  European  trade  is 
to  be  expected.  Added  to  this  is  the  lack 
of  banking  and  business  facilities  for  di- 
rect inter-communication  with  the  United 
States,  neglect  of  American  merchants  to 
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closely  study  the  trade  methods  and  re* 
quirements  of  the  countries  in  question, 
the  absence  of  direct  solicitation  of  trade 
in  the  language  of  the  country  where  busi- 


ness is  sought,  all  of  which  are  valuable 
aids  in  increasing  the  commercial  rela- 
tionship, and  especially  in  increasing  our 
sales  to  the  countries  in  question. 


2 


*AN  UNRULY  BRAKE. 


<hMe  ever  see  the  Rio  Grande?  A  few. 
I've-  seen  it  pretty  much  from  Brownsville 
to  the  Colorado  line.  But  I'm  not  hanker- 
ing to  see  it  any  more— at  least  not  where 
it  marks  the  end  of  Uncle  Sam's  land. 

"Yet  there  was  a  time  when  the  Rio 
Grande  was  the  prettiest  stream  I  ever 
saw.  And  the  place  where  I  saw  it  last 
and  welcomed  it  as  I  ne ver  did  a  river, 
was  the  place  where  it's  at  its  worst, 
where  it's  dust  dry  ten  months  in  the 
year,  and -  flooding  the  country  the  other 
two. 

-"It  was  while  I  was  running  an  engine 
on  the-  Mexican  Central.  That's  not  a 
bad  job  now,  and  it  was  better  then.  You 
get  your  pay  in  gold  and  you  pay  your 
living  in  silver,  and  if  ever  a  man  can 
save  money  that  is  his  chance.  That's 
what  took  me  there,  and  the  same  thing 
tempted  the  rest  of  the  boys,  for,  with  the 
exception  of  the  brakemen,  all  the  train 
crews  were  American  born.  The  Mexican 
is  good  in  many'ways,  but  he  isn't  up  to 
running  an  engine  or  punching  tickets. 

"It  was  a  good  job,  all  right,  but  it  had 
its  draw  backs.  One  of  these  was  the 
trick  the  Mexioan  government  has  of 
locking  up  the  American  part  of  the  train 
crew  whenever  there  is.  an  accident.  If 
they  locked  them  up  when  they  are  to 
blame,  it  wouldn't  be  so  bad;  but  down 
there  they  lock  you  up  and  then  forget 
about  you.  In  the  course  of  a  year  or 
two  they  may  remember  you,  and  when 
they  have  satisfied  themselves  that  the 
accident  was  an  accident,  and  not  a  piece 
of  cold  blooded  deviltry  on  your  part, 
they  let  you  go.  But  they  don't  apolo- 
gize, and  you  don't  get  pay  for  lost  time. 
So  an  engineer's  job  isn't  pure  joy  down 
in  Diaz  land. 

"I  didn'i  know  about  these  drawbacks 
when  I  took  the  job,  but  once  I  had  it,  I 
wasn't  going  to  back  out,  and  besides,  I 


figured  on  not  having  any  accidents.  For 
a  year  it  was  all  right.  Then  it  had  to 
come.  I  was  running  on  the  north  divi- 
sion of  the  road,  from  Montezuma  to 
Paso  del  Norte— it's  Jurez,  now.  Charley 
Robinson  was  my  conductor  and  Bill 
Elkins  was  firing.  We  had  made  the  run 
to  Ojo  Calient e  and  were  just  pulling  out, 
when  Robinson  jerked  the  air  brake  like 
mad.  I  knew  something  was  up,  and  I 
couldn't  see  from  my  side  of  the  cab.  I 
wasn't  waiting  to  look,  though,  and  the' 
way  I  bandied  the  old  machine  to  bring 
her  to  a  stop  was  shameful.  Just  as  I 
succeeded,  Elkins  called  out  from  the" 
footboard,  where  he  had  swung  himself: 

"  'Too  late,  Dick.   We've  done  it.' 

"I  knew  what  that  meant.  My  first  idea 
was  to  jump  and  run.  But  Where  could  1 
run  to?  We  were  a  hundred  miles  from 
the  border,  and  I  knew  there  was  no 
chance,  There  wasn't  time  to  think  twice. 
In  half  a  jiffy  a  swarm  of  police  and 
soldiers,  who  are  always  about  the  sta- 
tions, were  in  the  cab  and  all  over  the 
tender.  Tbey  had  Elkins  ard  me  on  the 
platform  in  a  minute  and  looked  as 
though  they  were  going  to  shoot  ns  at 
once.  Then  another  company  or  two 
came  up  with  Robinson.  He  told  me 
how  it  was.  A  Mexican,  full  of  tequila, 
had  made  a  run  for  the  train  as  we  pulled 
out.  He  tried  to  jump  on  the  step,  but 
his  legs  tangled  up,  and  he  went  under 
the  wheels  before  Robinson  could  get  to 
him. 

"We  expected  to  be  lugged  off  to  jail, 
but  one  thing  saved  us  for  a  time.  There 
wasn't  a  man  in  Ojo  Caliente  who  could 
take  the  train  on.  So  the  captain  com- 
manding the  soldiers  didn't  know  what 
to  do.  Finally,  at  Robinson's  sugges- 
tion, he  teles  raphed  for  authority  to  let 
ns  finish  our  run  under  a  guard  of  his 
men.   That  seemed  the  only  way  out  of 
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it,  and,  after  the  wires  were  kept  busy 
for  half  an  hour,  the  order  came  for  us 
to  go  ahead.  Six  soldiers  climbed  into 
the  cab,  and  sat,'  some  on  the  tender  and 
some  on  Jenkins*  seat,  with  their  gnns 
pointed  unpleasantly  at  us  as  we  pulled 
out.  A  big  batch  were  scattered  through 
the  train  to  keep  watch  of  Robinson. 

"I  don't  think  the  fellows  in  the  cab 
enjoyed  their  ride  mnch,  but  I  know 


get  across,'  yelled  Bill,  as  he  took  a  rest 
from  shoveling  coal,  'I'd  make  a  ran  for 
it  if  there  was  a  chance,  but  there  is  no 
-show  with  these  cusses  watching  like 
they  are.' 

"I  knew  there  was  no  show,  once  we 
had  stopped  in  Paso  del  Norte.  But, 
somehow,  Bill's  words  put  an  idea  into 
my  head.  When  we  got  to  San  Jose  I 
climed  down  and  made  a  bluff  at  looking 
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Elkins  and  I  enjoyed  it  still  less.  Instead 
of  going  home  at  the  end  of  the  run,  we 
were  going  to  jail ;  and  from  what  I  knew 
of  Mexican  jails  there  would  be  no  joke 
about  it,  especially  when  it  might  be 
years  before  we  got  a  trial. 

"It  was  a  forty-minute  run  to  San  Jose, 
the  next  station,  and  in  those  forty  min- 
utes Elkins  and  I  did  some  tall  talking. 

"  'It's  pretty  tough  to  take  the  machine 
so  close  to  the  river  and  not  be  able  to 


over  the  engine.  The  station  agent  was 
an  American,  as  they  were,  then,  all  along 
the  line.  While  I  was  pretending  to  look 
at  the  wheels  and  to  test  things  gener- 
ally, I  signalled  to  him  and  Robinson  to 
come  up.  When  they  came  yju  would 
have  thought  they  were  leading  a  review 
of  the  whole  Mexican  army,  there  were 
so  many  baggy  breeched  soldiers  tagging 
along.  There  was  one  good  thing  for  us 
about  those  soldiers,  though,  and  that 
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was  that  they  didn't  savey  English.  Still 
I  wasn't  taking  any  chances,  and  I  kept 
on  with  my  blnff  of  looking  over  the  en- 
gine until  Robinson  and  the  agent  won- 
dered what  I  wanted. 

"  'Something  wrong  with  the  old  girl 
tonight,'  I  said  finally,  pointing  in  at  the 
tracks. 

The  agent  bent  down  to  look,  but 
Robinson  understood  that  something 
was  up. 

"  'What  are  you  driving  at?'  he  asked. 

"  'Why,  there's  something  wrong,'  I 
said  again.  'She  don't  work  the  way 
she  usually  does.  I  had  a  hard  time 
making  her  slow  down  for  the  station. 
Seems  to  me  as  if  she  wants  to  run  away.' 

"Robinson  and  the  agent  looked  at  me, 
and  I  could  see  that  they  were  beginning 
to  understand. 

"  'What  is  it;  throttle  or  brakes?'  asked 
the  agent. 

"  'Well,  it's  kind  of  a  combination  of 
both,'  I  said.  'It's  hard  to  put  on  brakes, 
and  when  they  are  on,  the  shoes  don't 
seem  to  bite  right.  And  the  shut-off  is 
working  harder  than  sin.  I'm  almost 
afraid  she'll  run  away.  I  never  had  an 
engine  do  it  with  me,  but  I'm  feeling, 
somehow,  as  if  this  one  would.  It 
wouldn't  matter  much,  if  the  switches 
were  right.' 

"I  looked  at  the  agent  and  saw  that  he 
knew  what  I  was  driving  at. 

"  'Might  be  a  good  thing  for  some  peo- 
ple if  she  did  run  away,'  said  Robinson. 

"  'Yes,'  answered  the  agent,  'and  the 
switches  will  be  right.  They're  all  United 
States  up  the  line,  ain't  they?' 

*  'Every  blessed  one,*  I  said. 

"'Then  I'd  bet  on  the  switches,'  he ' 
answered. 

"He  didn't  waste  any  more  time  talk- 
ing, but  went  into  his  den  and  com- 
menced working  the  telegraph  key.  I  saw 
him  at  it  as  we  pulled  out. 

"Between  San  Jose  and  Paso  del  Norte 
there  was  only  one  stop,  and  that  was  at 
Samalyuca,  thirty  miles  from  the  river. 
We  were  late  because  of  the  accident, 
and  I  was  pushing  her  along  to  pick  up 
some  of  the  lost  time.  The  soldiers  had 
got  a  little  more  used  to  the  motion  of 
the  engine,  and  though  they  didn't  like 
it  they  weren't  looking  so  scared  when 
we  struck  a  curve.   I  felt  better,  too,  be- 


cause there  was  less  danger  of  their 
guns  going  off  by  accident. 

"I  kept  up  my  bluff  that  there  was 
something  wrong  with  the  engine  and  got 
one  of  the  soldiers  to  help  me  with  some 
bogus  repairs.  Bill  had  heard  what  I 
said  at  San  Jose,  and  be  was  on.  When 
we  got  near  Samalyuca  I  made  believe 
that  I  couldn't  shut  off  steam.  I  pulled 
at  the  throttle  but  didn't  release  the 
spring  catch,  and  so,  of  course,  it 
wouldn't  budge.  Then  I  called  to  a 
couple  of  the  soldiers,  and  they  came  and 
pulled,  too,  but  it  didn't  do  any  good. 
Finally  I  shut  off  steam  and  brought  her 
up,  but  we  had  run  by  the  station  and 
had  to  back  in. 

"  'Did  she  ran  away  with  you?'  asked 
the  station  agent,  as  I  climbed  out  of  the 
cab. 

"He  was  a  bright  young  fellow,  and 
there  was  a  look  in  his  eyes  that  showed 
me  he  knew  what  was  up. 

"  'She  pretty  nearly  did,'  I  answered. 
'I'm  afraid  she  will,  next  time.' 

"  'She  won't  hit  anything  if  she  does/ 
he  replied.  'I  caught  a  message  to  San 
Juan  that  said  the  track  was  clear.' 

"  'Then  I'm  pretty  sure  the  old  girl  will 
get  fractious  when  she  gets  near  the 
river,'  I  said.  'She's  United  States  make 
and  she  seems  to  want  to  go  to  her  old 
stable.' 

"Robinson  came  up  and  we  talked,  and 
he  and  El  kins  grinned  at  each  other. 

"  'I've  fixed  the  air-brake,'  he  said. 
'The  soldiers  can  pull  at  it  all  day  with- 
out making  it  work.' 

"  'Good  boy,  I  answered.  'If  shedon't 
run  clear  home  it  will  be  because  she  hits 
something  that  stops  her.' 

"It  is  thirty  miles  from  Samalyuca  to 
Paso  del  Norte,  and  from  the  station  there 
it's  another  mile  to  the  station  in  El  Paso, 
and  half  way  between  the  two  stations  is 
that  makebelieve  river,  the  Rio  Grande. 

"The  running  card  allows  an  hour  and 
twenty  minutes  to  Paso  del  Norte,  but  we 
were  behind  time,  and  I  slammed  her 
along.  I  was  getting  anxious  as  the  time 
came  for  putting  the  scheme  through.  I 
began  wondering  what  the  soldiers  would 
do  when  they  found  out  what  was  up; 
whether  they  would  let  us  run  away  with 
them,  or  whether  they  would  get  excited 
and  shoot.   But  I  decided  to  take  the 
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chance,  anyhow,  and,  to  keep  them  occu- 
pied, I  -went  at  the  old  bluff  of  getting: 
them  to  help  me  with  the  engine.  Bill 
joined  in  this  game  and  hooked  the  fire 
rake  into  a  ring  at  the  back  of  the  tender, 
and  got  three  of  the  soldiers  to  pull  on 
the  rake.  I  pretty  nearly  laughed  when 
I  saw  what  they  were  doing.  It  seemed 
as  though  a  five-year-old  kid  would  have 
known  better.  Butthe  Mexicans  took  it  all 
seriously,  and  Bill  and  I  kept  them  busy. 

"They  were  so  occupied  with  their  mon- 
key work  that  they  didn't  notice  how  close 
we  were  to  Paso  del  Norte.  I  did,  though, 
and  I  looked  ahead  mighty  sharp  to  see 
that  the  track  was  clear.  I  was  sure  it 
would  be,  as  far  as  the  station.  What 
worried  me  was  whether  it  would  be  from 
the  station  to  the  United  States. 

"Just  before  you  get  to  the  depot  there 
is  a  curve  in  the  track.  As  we  struck 
that  I  let  the  old  girl  out  a  bit.  The  two 
soldiers  who  were  helping  me  had  their 
heads  below  the  cab  window,  and  the 
three  who  were  pulling  at  Elkins'  fire 
rake  had  their  backs  turned  and  couldn't 
see  where  we  were.  But  the  other  fellow, 
who  was  sitting  at  Elkins'  seat,  caught 
sight  of  the  station  as  it  seemed  to  jump 
•nt  of  the  ground.  He  gave  a  yell  like  a 
frightened  coyote,  and  leaped  a:  me.  I 
had  hold  of  the  throttle  and  pulled  her 
•pen  another  notch.  Then  I  pretended  to 
he  trying  to  shut  her  off,  but  with  the 
same  trouble  I  had  had  at  Samalyuca.  I 
•ailed  to  the  soldiers  to  help  me,  and 
they  tugged  as  they  had  done  before. 
This  time  they  couldn't  do  anything,  for 
I  had  jammed  a  coal  chisel  at  the  bottom 
•f  the  lever  so  that  an  elephant  couldn't 
have  moved  it. 

"But  the  soldiers  thought  I  was  in 
earnest  in  trying  to  stop,  and  did  their 
best  to  help.  Elkins'  men  pulled  at  the 
fire  rake  until  the  sweat  run  down  their 
faces,  and  mine  worked  as  they  never  had 
before. 


"It  was  all  over  in  less  time  than  I  can 
tell  it.  We  were  going  a  good  forty-five 
miles  an  hour,  and  in  a  second  we  were 
past  the  station  The  nervous  perspira- 
tion was  running  down  my  face  as  I 
peered  ahead.  It  was  dark  and  all  the 
lights  I  could  see  showed  white.  But 
how  would  it  be  in  the  yards  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river?  ' 

"Then  another  fear  came  to  me.  Sup- 
pose we  should  hit  a  street  car  or  a  car- 
riage, as  we  raced  through  the  town!  The 
law  required  us  almost  to  creep  from  Paso 
del  Norte  to  El  Paso;  if  there  should  be 
an  accident,  now,  I  should  be  a  murderer. 
What  was  a  short  period  of  unjust  con- 
finement to  taking  such  a  chance  of  kill- 
ing innocent  people? 

"In  a  second  I  kicked  out  the  chisel 
which  blocked  the  lever,  and  grabbed  the 
throttle.  As  I  did  so  the  engine  gave  a 
lurch  and  then  came  the  rumble  which 
told  me  we  were  on  the  trestle  which  led 
to  the  bridge  and  to  the  United  States. 
We  were  saved  in  spite  of  ourselves. 

"The  rest  is  simple;  When  we  pulled 
into  El  Paso  there  was  a  crowd  of  200 
railroad  men  there  to  meet  us.  The  offi- 
cer commanding  the  troops  stormed  and 
swore,  but  he  could  do  nothing  else.  He 
would  have  liked  to  take  us  back  by  force, 
but  was  powerless,  for  the  railroad  men 
were  armed.  He  appealed  to  the  police, 
but  again  could  do  nothing,  for  the  extra- 
dition laws  contain  nothing  to  cover  the 
kidnaping  of  the  Mexican  army. 

"While  the  officer  raged,  Robinson,  El- 
kins and  I  were  taken  in  charge  by  the 
railroad  men.  They  took  us  to  the  city 
and  kept  us  safe  until  the  train  for  the 
North  pulled  out.  We  went  with  it  and 
have  never  been  back.  But  we  are  still 
on  the  blacklist  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, and  that's  why  I  don't  care  to  see 
the  Rio  Grande  again." 
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BY  CAPT.  GEO.  W.  BARBER,  SR. 


Who  that  has  ever  drawn  the  healing 
breath  from  the  Maine  forests  can  ever 
forget  their  fragrant,  spicy  odor? 

It  comes  literally  with  healing  on  its 


wings,  bringing  hope  and  strength  to  the 
invalid  and  joy  abundant  to  the  seeker 
for  rest  and  recuperation. 
Those  of  my  brother  conductors  who 
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have  a  ran  oat  of  the  cities  and  towns  of 
the  Middle  States  or  across  the  prairie 
lands  of  the  west  can  form  little  idea  of 
the  delights  of  a  sojourn  in  cool,  dark, 
wooded  places,  where  a  carpet  of  fragrant 
pine  needles  is  as  soft  to  the  tread  as  a 
Persian  rag. 

Hither  in  the  glorious  October  weather 
come  pilgrims  from  all  parts  of  the  conn- 
try  to  spend  a  few  days  or  weeks,  into 
which  are  crowded  enjoyment  and  en- 
thusiasm sufficient  to  lighten  the  most 
prosaic  and  humdrum  existence  for  the 
balance  of  the  year. 

Here,  armed  with  rod  and  gun,  they 
tramp  the  woods  and  fish  the  lakes,  ponds 
and  streams  with  true  sportsman's  spirit, 
which  I  hold  should  be  curtailed  in  so  far 
as  never  to  destroy  life  wantonly,  but 
only  when  necessary  for  food;  further 
destruction  of  innocent  life  seems  to  me 
to  be  inspired  by  the  spirit  of  Cain. 

In  fact  the  game  laws  of  Maine  are  so 
strict  that  sportsmen  and  hunters  have 
little  temptation  to  wantonly  destroy. 

Within  a  radius  of  fifty  miles  of  Ells- 
worth and  Bar  Harbor  region  is  a  great 
hunting  ground  for  deer,  moose  and  cari- 
bou. There  is  more  game  of  this  sort, 
including  bear,  than  in  all  the  United 
States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
four  times  as  many  moose  and  caribou 
as  there  are  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
country. 

It  is  a  most  delightful  trip  for  those 
who  love  nature  in  its  primitive  wild  and 
majestic  grandeur.  From  the  cool,  grey 
dawn  of  the  morning  all  through  the 
changeful  moods  of  the  long  day,  there 
is  beauty  of  sight  and  sound,  a  restful 
beauty,  a  dwindling  of  the  cares  that  "in- 
fest the  day"  in  the  life  of  a  railroad  con- 
ductor and  left  behind  with  our  best 
clothes. 

The  summer  climate  of  Maine  is  de- 
lightful, especially  at  the  great  hotels  of 
Bar  Harbor,  Sorento,  Mt.  Desert  and 
other  summer  resorts,  but  even  there 
clouds  are  not  unknown  and  storms  oc- 
cur at  times. 

Similarly  the  relationship  between  Sen- 
ator Walsingham  and  his  daughter,  Irma, 
was  said  by  their  sentimental  friends  to 
be  a  beautiful  one— for  they  loved  each 
other  devotedly  and  were  seldom  separ- 
ated—nevertheless, it  had  its  periods  of 


disturbance  when  they  failed  to  agree, 
and  when  each  spoke  freely  according  to 
the  family  custom. 

The  senator  was  a  man  of  large  means, 
whose  home  was  in  a  western  city.  He 
had  taken  a  suite  of-  rooms  at  the  most 
fashionable  hotel  in  Bar  Harbor  for  the 
-summer  for  a  party,  which  consisted  of 
himself,  his  daughter,  aged  22,  and  his 
sister,  a  matron  Of  about  his  own  age. 
There  was  also  a  maid.  The  season  was 
about  half  over  when  the  trouble  began. 
The  storm  center  at  the  outset  was  a  cer- 
tain Barton  Hozie,  a  passenger  train  con- 
ductor, on  whose  train  they  had  made 
trips  to  Bangor  and  return  several  times 
during  the  summer.  A  second  area  of 
disturbance  was  created  around  a  widow, 
a  Mrs.  Carew,  but  this  was  declared  by 
the  senator  not  to  be  a  genuine  causa 
belli,  but  merely  a  counter  irritant  and 
an  attempt  to  get  up  a  side  issue. 

According  to  the  material  information 
provided  at  the  time  oh  which  to  base  a 
judgment,  Conductor  Barton  Hoxie  was 
either  a  handsome  fellow  with  exquisite 
manners,  who  could  talk  to  your  very 
soul,  and  whom  all  the  other  girls  were 
in  love  with  and  wanted,  or  he  was  a  pes- 
tiferous nuisance,  that  no  one  knew  any- 
thing about,  a  fortune-hunter,  most  like- 
ly, who  should  be  run  off  the  road,  if  the 
senator  had  his  way  about  it.  And  the ' 
widow  from  the  same  sources,  was  either' 
a  sry,  designing  creature  that  penciled  her 
eyelashes  and  pretended  not  to  know  that  ' 
she  was  flirting,  or  she  was  an  estimable 
person,  who  minded  her  own  affairs  and 
was  nothing  to  the  senator,  nor  he  to  her, 
and  who  ought  not  to  be  dragged  intothis 
controversy. 

"It  seems  very  strange,"  said  Irma, 
"that  the  person  I  love  best  in  all  the 
world,  my  own  father,  is  the  only  one  that 
thinks  I  am  a  perfect  fright." 

"I  don't  think  anything  of  the  kind," 
cried  the  senator  indignantly.  "You  are 
an  exceptionally  handsome  girl,  as  your 
mother  was  before  you,  and  I  know  it  as 
well  as  you  do,"  he  finished  with  a  sly 
smile. 

"Then  why  do  you  assume  that  every 
man  that  pays  me  the  slightest  attention 
does  so  merely  because  of  your  reputed 
wealth  ? ' '  She  beamed  on  him '  as  one  who 
has  scored. 
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"I  don't  assume  it  of  everyone—"  be- 
"  gan  the  Senator. 

"That  is  not  rich  and  bald  and  densely 
stupid." 

"My  dear,"  said  the  senator,  solemnly, 
"there  are  some  things  in  this  busy  world 
that  your  old  dad  knows  a  little  more 
about  than  yon  do,  and  money  is  one  of 
them.  There  are  two  parts  to  getting 
rich.  One  is  to  make  money  and  the  other 
is  to  bold  onto  it.  The  first  of  these  is 
easy  enough,  but  the  second  is  awfully 
hard.  Now  I  have  some  money,  I  admit; 
there  is  enough  to  allow  us  to  take  life 
easy  and  to  do  pretty  much  as  we  please, 
within  reason.  I  have  put  it  in  the  best 
possible  shape  to  leave  to  you  when  I 
pass  out.  How  long  do  you  think  it  will 
all  last  if  some  rascally  young  dude  of  a 
conductor  should  have  a  chance  at  it  as 
your  husband?  So  I  would  rather  sus- 
pect 99  innocent  ones  than  have  you  caught 
on  the  hundredth  one,  who  would  play 
the  mischief  with  your  happiness." 

"You  must  be  pretty  well  through  with 
the  99,"  said  Irma. 

"Like  enough,"  said  the  senator.  "In 
that  case,  our  young  friend,  Conductor 
Hoxie,  must  be  the  hundredth  that  is 
specially  to  be  looked  out  for." 

"Now  to  go  back  to  the  point  from 
which  this  talk  started,"  said  Irma. 

"I  believe  I  told  you  there  was  to  be  a 
fishing  party  tomorrow,  and  thatConduc- 
•  tor  Hoxie  had  arranged  for  a  special  train 
to  take  out  all  the  guests  invited  and  that 
he  has  asked  Aunt  Hester  and  me  to  go. 
What  do  you  think?" 

"Do  just  as  you  please  about  it,"  said 
the  senator.  "You  can't  lure  me  into 
forbidding  things  so  as  to  make  it  inter* 
esting.  I  am  merely  giving  you  a  little 
tip,  Irma,  my  dear,  because  I  love  you." 

Miss  Irma  flung  herself  over  the  arm 
of  the  senator's  chair  and  put  her  arm 
about  his  neck'. 

"Ofi,  dad,  I  love  yon,  too.  Sometimes 
I  almost  wish  there,  wasn't  any  money  for 
us  to  get  all  mixed  up  about."  It 

"Stick  to  tfwfe  'almost,'  Jrma,"  '  ; 

"And  say,  dad;  ypu  don, 't  mind  me  giv- 
ing you  a  tip,  do  you?"  . 

The  senator  looked  a-  little  uncomfort- 
able. .:v  . 

"It's  about  the  widow,  you  know."  ..  t. , 


"Whom  do  you  mean?"  he  asked  with 
dignity. 

"Mrs.  Carew,"  she  said  innocently. 

"Who  else?  You  are  not  interested  in 
more  than  one  widow,  are  you?  I  heard 
the  other  day  her  first  husband  was  a 
butcher.  Think  of  it— the  poor  little 
lambj" 

"He  was  a  Chicago  city  meat  man," 
said  the  senator,  indignantly;  "and  I 
should  think  you  and  your  aunt  might 
find  something  better  to  spend  your  time 
in  than  gossip." 

When  the  fishing  party  had  departed 
the  next  morning,  the  senator  betook 
himself  to  the  billiard  parlor,  whither  but 
a  few  old  enthusiasts  ever  came.  At  one 
end  of.  the  long  room,  in  a  little  alcove, 
there  was  a  window  that  looked  over  the 
ocean.  The  widow  was  fond  of  this  quiet, 
secluded  spot,  and  on  the  days  when  Irma 
and  her  aunt  were  away  the  senator  usu- 
ally found  her  there.  She  had  a  soft 
crepe  shawl  over  her  rounded,  white 
shoulders,  and  she  was  busy  over  a 
beaded  purse.  She  scarcely  looked  up 
from  her  work  as  he  approached  and 
seated  himself  by  her  side. 

"Are  you  going  to  play?"  she  asked, 
and  he  replied  according  to  the  regular 
formula:   "Presently.    May  I  sit  here?" 

"Certainly."  She  looked  innocently 
beyond  him  toward  the  tables.  "Did  your 
daughter  come  down  with  you?" 

"Miss  Irma  never  played  billiards." 

"She  has  gone  fishing  with  her  aunt  and 
the  rest  of  them.  Why  didn't  you  go, 
too?" 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  widow  had  not 
been  asked.  "I  do  not  care  for  fishing," 
she  said;  and  as  she  did  so  she  baited  her 
hook  with  a  sweet  smile  and  threw  it  out 
toward  him. 

The  senator's  old  heart  gave  a  youthful 
thump,  and  his  hand  trembled  a  little  as 
he  re- adjusted  his  eye-glasses.  . 
...  "I  topk  pains  to  find  out  whether  you 
were  to  be  of  the  fishing  party,"  said  he; 
"and  when  I  found  you  were  not  going  I 
decided  I  did  not  care  for  fishing  my- 
self.", :  '  •'.  ! 
JThgg,  was  nibbling  the,  bait  at  rather 
close,  range,  but  the  charming  widow  pre- 
tended not  to  notice,  it-  She-  did  not  lift 
her  long  eyelashes,  even,  the.  hundredth 
part. of  an  inch,  which  gave,  the  senator 
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all  the  better  opportunity  to  admire  them. 
And  through  the  whole  morning  he  cir- 
cled round  and  round  the  bait,  bnt  he  did 
not  bite,  perhaps  by  reason  of  an  instinct 
that  had  come  to  him  from  the  days  of 
his  yonth,  and  perhaps  because  the  widow 
was  not  ready  to  land  him  yet. 

It  is  about  half  a  mile  from  the  boat 
landing  to  the  entrance  of  their  hotel. 
As  the  fishing  party  walked  this  d' stance 
one  small  detachment,  consisting  of  Miss 
Irma  and  Conductor  Hoxie,  fell  so  far  be- 
hind and  moved  so  slowly  over  the  ground 
that  even  the  sympathetic  Aunt  Hester 
glanced  fiercely  at  them  as  they  came  upon 
the  pier  landing. 

Conductor  Hoxie  was  another  who  did 
not  care  much  for  fishing.  He  was  say- 
ing: 

"People  were  altogether  too  thick  in 
that  beastly  little  boat;  I  have  not  had  a 
word  with  you  all  day." 

"Anything  particular  to  say?" 

"Only  the  same  old  thing." 

"You  may  say  it  just  once." 

"I  love  you." 

"Walk  faster,  I  can  see  my  father  look- 
ing at  us  from  the  corner  of  the  piazza." 
.  "And  the  widow  is  with  him— your  step 
mamma  that  is  to  be." 

"Don't  you  dare  to  say  it.  If  I  thought 
so  I  would  marry  the  first  man  that  asked 
me." 

"I  will  be  the  first,"  said  Conductor 
Hoxie. 

#»»»*#»#»»»##** 

"Oh,  Mrs.  Carew,  we  have  had  such  a 
lovely  day.  Mr.  Hoxie  and  I  stopped  to 
see  if  we  could  arrange  to  have  all  the 
fish  we  caught  sent  to  the  poor  people." 

Next  morning  a  letter  and  newspaper 
lay  beside  the  Senator's  plate  when  he 
came  down  to  breakfast  a  little  in  ad- 
vance of  his  daughter  and  sister.  He  re- 
cognized the  same  address  on  both— that 
of  his  attorney  in  a  western  city  where 
he  resided— and  he  broke  the  seal  of  the 
letter  with  some  eagerness: 

My  Dear  Senator:— I  got  the  stuff 
printed  in  the  Inter  Ocean,  just  as  you 
asked,  though  they  would  not  use  your 
name.  It  points  to  you  plainly  enough 
however.  I  don't  understand  the  game, 
but  you  probably  know  what  you  are  do- 
ing. Is  there  a  hen  on  in  the  Gofer  gold 
mine?    Should  I  buy  or  sell?  Sounds 


funny  to  read  that  the  failure  of  the  mine 
will  affect  your  fortunes,  remembering  as 
I  do  that  you  sold  out  of  it  at  a  big  profit 
a  year  ago. 

As  you  requested,  I  have  started  an  in- 
quiry about  the  young  ,man,  Conductor 
Barton  Hoxie. 

Then  the  Senator  unfolded  the  news- 
paper and  finding  the  marked  passage, 
read  as  follows: 

"Politics  is  money.— It  is  rumored  that 
the  true  reason  for  the  sudden  withdrawal 
of  a  well  known  citizen  from  the  senator- 
ial race,  and  his  departure  for  Bar  Har- 
bor, Maine,  was  not  at  all  his  friendship 
for  the  Governor,  but  the  disastrous  fail- 
ure of  an  enterprise  iu  which  he  was 
financially  involved  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent.  When  the  Gofer  gold  mine 
went  to  pieces,  the  event  was  not  sup- 
posed to  have  any  political  significance, 
but  its  largest  owner  was  known  to  be  a 
certain  Senator  who  is  now  suddenly  oat 
of  the  race  and  out  of  politics.  It  costs 
money  to  be  made  a  Senator  in  this  state 
and  is  well  enough  for  a  millionaire.  Bat 
a  fortune  that  is  reduced  to  a  bare  com- 
petency, and  which  may  not  exist  at  all, 
will  not  stand  the  strain." 

The  Senator  smiled  grimly  as  he  read 
the  article,  he  chuckled,  as  though  some- 
thing on  his  mind  was  affording  him 
very  good  amusement. 

When  Miss  Irma  and  her  aunt  came 
into  the  breakfast  room,  he  drew  a  long: 
face,  and  handed  the  paper  with  the 
marked  paragraph  exposed,  he  said:  "It 
is  out  at  last.  Excuse  me,  but  I  must  go 
into  the  city  to  be  gone  all.  day.  Don't 
worry,  my  daughter,  there  is  enough  for 
us  to  live  on,  in  a  way."  Then  he  hurried 
out  of  the  room. 

The  two  women  eagerly  read  the  article 
and  then  re-read  it  to  find  out  what  it 
meant. 

"Oh,"  said  Irma,  "It  was  only  yester- 
day I  said  to  father,  that  I  almost  wished 
he  would  lose  all  his  money." 

"How  could  you  wish  such  a  wicked 
thing,  now  see  what  has  happened." 

They  were  just  about  to  read  the  article 
again,  when  Irma  looked  up  and  said, 
"Here  comes  Mr.  Hoxie." 

"Hide  it,"  said  her  aunt. 

"Indeed,  I  shall  not.  I  intend  that  he 
shall  read  it  first  of  all." 
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"Good  morning,  Mrs.  Tremain;  good 
morning,  Miss  Wsisingham.  May  I  sit 
here?  I  did  not  see  yon  ladies  anywhere 
last  evening." 

"We  played  'porrazo'  in  onr  rooms  with 
the  Senator  and  the  widow  Carew  and 
and  Mr.  Fitz  James.  Do  you  play  'por- 
razo' Mr.  Hoxie?" 

"I  tried  it  once,  Miss  Irma;  but  I  do  not 
like  a  game  where  you  lay  down  a  card 
and  say  'porrazo'  with  great  triumph, 
only  to  have  the  next  person  to  you  lay 
down  a  card  and  say  'contra  porrozo'  and 
take  it  all  away  from  you.  Where  is  the 
Senator,  by  the  way?" 

"He  has  gone  into  the  city  on  business, 
to  be  gone  all  day." 

"There  is  something  here  in  this  paper 
sent  to  the  Senator,  I  wish  you  to  read, 
Mr.  Hoxie,"  said  Irma,  handing  him  the 
paper. 

Conductor  Hoxie '  read  the  article  and 
brought  his  lips  together  in  a  bunch. 

"This  referred  to  Senator  Walsingham, 
I  take  it,"  said  he. 

Irma  nodded. 

"And  it  means  he  has  lost  his  money." 

Irma  nodded  again  and  her  Aunt  Hester 
looked  sadly  into  her  coffee  cup. 

"Does  this  involve  you  in  anyway,  Mrs. 
Tremain?" 

"Not  at  all." 

Conductor  Hoxie  smiled  cheerfully. 

"I  suppose  I  ought  to  be  decently  sym- 
pathetic," said  he,  "but  it  is  desperately 
hard  work  to  do  so.  This  affects  no  one, 
it  appears,  but  Senator  Walsingham,  and 
my  regard  for  him  is  entirely  by  proxy. 
I  am  ready  to  take  his  loving  daughter's 
word  for  it,  that  he  is  a  delightful  char- 
acter, but  he  has  never  shown  that  side 
of  himself  to  me." 

"But  it  affects  me,"  cried  Irma.  "Don't 
you  see  that?" 

"Not  a  bit  of  it,"  said  Conductor  Hoxie. 
"I  am  going  to  take  care  of  you,  and  I 
have  a  great  plenty  of  money  of  my  own." 
Mrs.  Tremain  looked  up  in  surprise,  and 
he  addressed  himself  to  her.  "This  is  a 
matter  I  would  have  discussed  with  Sen- 
ator Walsingham,  if  he  had  ever  given 
me  a  chance,  but  his  manner  toward  me 
during  the  last  week  or  so  has  been  such 
as  to  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  ad- 
dress him  on  any  subject.  I  don't  blame 
him.    I  am  sure  if  I  had  such  a  precious 


object  to  guard,  I  should  be  a  Cerberus, 
too." 

He  took  a  card  from  his  pocket  and 
wrote  some  names  upon  it.  "Here  is  a 
bank,"  said  he,  "and  a  firm  of  attorneys, 
and  a  well  known  business  house,  and 
the  address  of  my  mother,  all  of  them  .lo- 
cated in  the  city  where  I  live.  Now,  if 
the  Senator  wishes  to  make  inquiry  of 
any  of  these,  he  will  find  out,  I  think,  all 
that  he  needs  to  know  of  me  as  a  son-in- 
law." 

Mrs.  Tremain  picked  up  the  card  and 
placed  it  in  the  bag  that  hung  at  her  side. 
She  stood  a  good  deal  in  awe  of  her 
brother.  When  the  young  people  were 
alone  a  few  minutes  later,  Irma  said,  "I 
heard  where  you  were  last  evening." 

Conductor  Hoxie  shook  his  curly  head 
sadly.  "What  a  small  place  a  hotel  is," 
he  said. 

"Are  you  anxious  to  make  yourself  still 
more  unpopular  with  my  father,  to  say 
nothing  of  myself,  by  paying  such  con- 
spicious  attention  to  the  widow  Carew?" 

"I  wanted  to  see  what  sort  of  a  step- 
mother-in-law  I  was  to  have— that  was 
all." 

"What  do  you  think  of  her?" 

"I  agree  with  you.  She  won't  do  at  all. 
Something  must  be— by  Jove!  Where  is 
that  paper?  Let  me  have  it  for  awhile, 
will  you?  I  have  a  good  idea." 

He  took  the  paper  and  went  off  in 
search  of  the  widow  Carew,  whom  he  pres- 
ently found  sitting  alone.  She  liked  at- 
tentions from  handsome  young  men,  and 
Conductor  Hoxie  was  a  delightful  talker. 

A  second  letter  from  the  Senator's  at- 
torney arrived  a  day  or  two  later,  that 
conveyed  the  information  that  Conductor 
Hoxie  was  performing  the  duty  of  con- 
ductor, for  the  sole  purpose  of  making 
himself  familiar  with  railroading  in  that 
particular  branch  of  the  service,  as  he 
had  already  done  in  the  engineer  corps, 
he  had  also  served  as  a  brakeman,  fire- 
man, and  was  soon  to  be  transferred  to 
the  general  ticket  agent's  office.  It  also 
informed  Senator  Walsingham,  that  Mr. 
Barton  Hoxie  was  one  of  the  largest 
stockholders  in  the  company  and  a  very 
wealthy  gentleman.  The  Senator  was 
not  exactly  a  worshiper  of*  wealth,  but  he 
found  it  easy  to  respect  a  man  who  was 
worth  several  times  as  much  as  himself 
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and  he  started  out  to  apologize  and  make 
amends.  In  his  search  he  came  upon  the 
widow  Carew,  bonneted  and  cloaked  and 
accompanied  by  her  maid. 

"Good  bye,"  she  cried,  airily,  "I  am 
off." 

"Off?"  exclaimed  the  Senator  in  aston- 
ishment. He  had  seen  little  of  her  in  the 
last  few  days,  but  he  had  supposed  that 
was  due  to  accident. 

"Yes,  to  the  Sanitarium  and  then  back 
west,"  she  said.  "Thank  you  and  your 
dear  daughter  and  sister  for  being  so 
kind  to  me." 

Conductor  Hoxie  would  listen  to  no 
apologies  or  explanations,  but  grasped 
the  Senator' 8  hand  and  shook  it  warmly. 
Then  they  had  a  brandy  and  soda,  to- 
gether. 

"That  newspaper  story  was  a  fake,  I 
did  not  lose  anything  in  the  Gofer  mine." 

"You  didn't,"  cried  Conductor  Hoxie 
and  he  laughed  heartily,  as  he  remember- 
ed how  the  widow  Carew  looked  when 
she  read  the  article. 

"No,"  said  the  Senator;  and  he  ex- 
plained how  and  why  he  secured  its  pub- 
lication. At  this  Conductor  Hoxie 
laughed  a  good  deal  more. 

"You  see,"  said  the  Senator,  "I  have 
always  had  a  horror  of  a  marriage  in  my 
family  with  any  kind  of  a  mercenary  ele- 
ment in  it.  If  such  a  marriage  could  be 
avoided  by  a  little  strategy  like  that,  I 
thought  I  would  be  justified  in  resorting 
to  it.   Don't  you  agree  with  me?" 

Conductor  Hoxsie  laughed  again,  but 

said  he  entirely  agreed  with  the  Senator. 

He  had  heard  of  the  widow's  departure, 

a  little  while  before,  and  he  knew  that 

danger  was  passed.   He.  reserved  his  part 

of  the  confession  however,  until  some 

other  occasion  when  it  might :  be  more 

easily  forgiven.  , 
***#**##*****«» 

.  The  3:30  train  was  just. puffing  out  from 
Washington  Junction  station  on  .the  AC. 
C.  R.  when  a  young  man  with  an  over- 
coat on  his  arm  and  a  valise  in  one  hand, 
came  striding  up  the  long,  dusty  road. 
When,  he.  reached  the  platform  the  last 
car  was  just  disappearing  behind  a  shag- 
gy fringe  of  woodland  beyond  the  curve. 

Conduptor  Barton  Hoxie  waa  returning 
from  his  annual  visit  to  his  fishing  camp, 
a.few  miles  from  this  lonely  junction  sta- 


tion. He  did  not  swear,  possibly  out  of 
respect  for  the  three  awkward  looking 
girls  in  loud  shirt  waists  and  sailor  hats 
who  were  gaping  after  the  receding  train. 
But  he  looked  things  not  lawful  to  be  ut- 
tered aa  he  stalked  into  the  waiting  room 
and  thumped  his  valise  down  on  the  bard 
uncomfortable  bench  which  ran  around 
three  sides  of  the  room. 

"Missed  your  train,  hey?"  said  the  red- 
headed station  master  in  bicycle  suit. 

"Looks  like  it,"  said  Hoxie  grimly. 

"When  does  the  next  train  go?" 

"The  next  train  is  the  Evening  Express 
at  5:30,"  was  the  consolatory  answer  as 
the  agent  sauntered  away. 

"Two  hours  to  wait  in  this  hole," 
thought  Hoxie  in  disgust. 

.  He  thought  to  go  for  a  walk,  but  a 
glance  at  the  sky  convinced  him  that  a 
drenching  would  be  poor  compensation 
for  his  delay.  A  thunder  storm  was  com- 
ing up,  the  air  was  hot  and  dry  and  close, 
the  clouds  dark  and  lowering,  he  strode 
back  into  the  dingy  waiting  room  and 
flung  himself  down  beside  his  valise.  The 
agent  locked  his  private  office  and  went 
home.  The  shirt  waist  girls  and  the 
small  boy  disappeared  and  the  lone  sta- 
tion become  as  silent  as  a  tomb.  Just  as 
the  first  big  drops  splashed  down  on  the 
dusty  road,  a  buggy  drove  rapidly  up  to 
the  platform  and  a  girl  sprang  out,  carry- 
ing a  satchel  and  shawl  strap.  She  dis- 
missed her  small  freckled  faced  driver 
with  a  nod,  and  the  buggy  whirled  down 
the  road  again,  while  the  girl  marched 
along  the  platform  into  the  waiting  room. 

When,  her  eyes  met  Hoxie's  he  started 
very  perceptibly,  while  Irma  Walsingham 
was  guilty  of  a  deep  and  rosy  blush.  But 
the  only  greeting  that  passed  between 
them  was  a  cool  nod.  Conductor  Hoxie's 
unspoken  thought  was:  "How  on  earth 
did  Irma  happen  to  be  in  this  part  of 
Maine  and  to-come  here?"  While  Irma's 
was:  "Barton  Hoxie,  of  all  people- 1  ever 
expected  to  meet  here! ''  - 

■She  looked  inquiringly,  at  the  ticket 
window,  which  was  tightly  shut  and -took 
out  her.  jewelled  gold  watch  with  a  frown. 
."Do  you  know  where  the  ticket  -agent. is  _ 
: Mr.  Hoxie?!'  she  enquired  -politely*  with 
the  air -q|  one  who  would  rather  .not  speak 
•if  she  were  not  obliged  to  for  informa- 
tion., •  •  ..      i\        ■ "  i 
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"I  think  he  has  gone  home,  "said  Hoxie, 
impersonally.  "If  you  want  to  see  him, 
I'll  go  atter  him." 

"Oh,  no,  I  only  want  to  get  my  ticket. 
Of  coarse,  he'll  be  back  directly.  The 
four  o'clock  train  is  almost  due." 

"There  isn't  any  fonr  o'clock  train," 
said  Hoxie,  quickly.  "The  next  train 
goes  at  5:30,  the  3:30  train  went  half  an 
hour  ago,  that  is  the  one  you  probably 
meant  to  take.  I  missed  it  also,  unfor- 
tunately." 

He  hesitated  slightly  over  the  adverb. 
After  all,  the  bad  luck  was  qualified. 
Miss  Walsingham  looked  dismayed. 

"I  don't  understand.  I  certainly  thought 
there  was  a  four  o'clock  train,  Aunt  Hes- 
ter said  there  was,  and  now  Fitz  has 
gone  back  home!" 

"The  time  table  has  been  changed  lately, 
I  think,"  said  Hoxie.  "I  wonder  who  the 
devil  Fitz  is  anyhow,  can't  be  that  Eng- 
lish dude  with  the  eye  glass,  that  was 
hanging  around  after  her  last  season  at 
Bar  Harbor.  Bad  as  she  treated  me  I 
don't  believe  she  cared  a  button  for  him," 
he  thought  to  himself.  "At  any  rate  we 
can  do  nothing  but  wait  patiently.  I 
undertook  to  walk  from  my  fishing  camp 
a  few  miles  from  here,  and  got  here  just 
in  time  to  get  left." 

Miss  Walsingham  did  not  answer.  She 
arranged  her  traps  neatly  on  the  oppo- 
site bench,  sat  down  and  looked  out  the 
door.  She  was  the  prettiest  girl,  Hoxie 
thought,  he  had  ever  known,  with  such  a 
brilliantly  perfect  coloring  and  ruddy 
golden  hair,  that  the  bare  necked  lady  in 
the  soap  advertisement  above  her  looked 
quite  pale  and  faded  by  contrast.  Her 
eyes  were  a  delicious  brown,  her  lips  the 
most  kissable  ever  moulded,  and  the 
dimple  in  her  chin  something  more  than 
man  could  resist. 

She  was  dressed  in  a  natty  traveling 
suit  and  looked  every  whit  as  pretty  and 
provoking  and  unattainable  as  she  had 
looked  on  the  occasion  of  their  last  meet- 
ing, when  they  had  quarreled  and  broken 
their  engagement. 

That  was  a  year  ago,  and  now  fate  had 
thrown  them  together  again  in  this  lonely 
junction  waiting  room,  all  because  Hoxie 
had  missed  his  train  by  a  hair's  breadth 
and  Aunt  Hester  had  been  out  in  her 
reckoning.   Barton  Hoxie  determined  he 
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would  not  look  at  her,  so  he  fixed  his 
eyes  firmly  on  the  gorgeous  framed  map 
of  a  trunk  line  of  railroad  hanging  on 
the  wall  and  glared  at  it  for  ten  seconds, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  found  himself 
looking  at  Irma  instead,  without  being 
concious  of  having*  moved  his  eyes. 
Those  little  fluffy  rings  of  brown  hair 
were  falling  on  her  forehead  just  as  they 
used  to  do  when  he  had  liked  to  slip  his 
fingers  through  them,  in  particular, 
through  the  one  that  lay  on  her  left  tem- 
ple, and  the  two  others  that  curled  close 
against  her  neck  behind. 

He  squirmed  restlessly.  What  a  fool 
he  had  been!  It  had  been  all  his  fault;  he 
had  been  a  jealous  brute  and  she  was 
quite  right  in  declaring  she  would  never 
forgive  him.  He  knew  she  never  would; 
she  would  probably  annihilate  him  with 
one  scornful  look  of  those  flashing  brown 
eyes,  if  she  even  suspected  what  a  wild 
desire  he  had  to  go  over  and  sit  down  be- 
side her,  draw  her  head  against  his 
shoulder  and  slip  his  fingers  through 
those  rings  of  hair. 

At  this  point  in  his  musings,  Irma 
turned  her  head  and  Hoxie  gazed  at  the 
advertisement  of  the  soap  lady. 

"He  looks  dreadfully  thin,"  thought  Ir- 
ma, trying  to  believe  that  it  was  the  ap- 
proaching thunderstorm  that  made  her 
heart  beat  so.  "But  the  dear  fellow  was  as 
handsome  as  ever,  I  wonder  if  he  cared? 
No,  of  course  he  didn't.  If  he  wanted  to 
have  come  back  he  would  have,  I  dare 
say  he  is  engaged  to  some  other  girl  by 
now.  He  told  me  dozens  of  times  that  he 
never  would  or  could  love  any  girl  but 
me.  But,  of  couvse,  he  has  forgotten  all 
about  that.  Oh,  dear,  I  wish  I  hadn't 
made  such  a  silly  mistake  about  the  train 
time." 

The  rumblings  of  thunder  grew  louder, 
and  Irma  looked  apprehensive.  When 
Conductor  Hoxie  arose  and  stalked  to 
the  door,  she  turned  so  pale  that  the  pic- 
ture of  the  soap  lady  temporarily  recov- 
ered her  ascendency.  Surely  he  was  not 
going  to  leave  her  there  alone  with  a 
furious  thunderstorm  coming  up.  She 
would  die  of  fright.  Didn't  he  remember 
how  storms  always  terrified  her,  or  had 
he  forgotten  that  as  he  had  everything 
else?"  Irma  thought  of  a  thunderstorm 
the  summer  before  when  they  had  been 
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together,  with  others,  while  on  a  fishing 
excursion  in  the  mountains  and  how  she 
had  clung  to  him  when  he  clasped  his 
strong  arms  around  her  for  protection. 
Something  in  the  memory  made  her  choke 
and  she  was  furious  to  find  tears  in  her 
eyes. 

"I  don't  care,"  she  thought  miserably. 
"No,  I  don't.  But  I  won't  be  left  alone 
here  if  it's  going  to  thunder." 

Hoxie  was  going  to  leave  the  waiting 
room.  He  honestly  believed  that  his 
presence  there  was  obnoxious  to  her,  and 
he  felt  sure  he  would  make  a  new  kind  of 
a  fool  of  himself  if  he  remained. 

Bat  when  he  reached  the  door  a  louder 
clap  of  thunder  made  him  pause.  He 
knew  she  was  always  terribly  frightened 
during  thunderstorms.  It  would  be  cow- 
ardly to  leave  her  alone. 

The  storm  grew  worse  rapidly,  the 
peals  of  thunder  were  louder  'and  more 
incessant,  the  lightning  flashes  brighter. 
The  dismal  little  waiting  room  was  in 
semi- gloom.  Outside  the  rain  streamed 
down  in  torrents. 

Simultaneously  with  a  glare  of  blue  fire 
and  a  fearful  crash  in  midair,  came  a 
pitiful,  gasping  little  cry  behind  him.  He 
wheeled  around  and  saw  Irma  huddled 
up  in  her  corner,  with  her  face  against 
the  wall.  In  an  instant  he  was  beside 
her. 

"Irma,  darling,  don't  be  frightened. 
The  storm  will  soon  be  over." 

"Oh,  I  can't  help  it,"  sobbed  Irma. 

She  wriggled  herself  about  until  her 
face  was  against  his  shoulder  instead  of 
the  wall.  Hoxie  put  his  arms  around  her 
and  drew  her  close  to  his  breast.  She 
sat  quietly,  shuddering  at  every  crash. 
He  bent  his  head  and  laid  his  face  against 


the  soft  brown  hair  under  her  hat  rim, 
which  had  slipped  aside.  Then  growing 
bolder,  he  kissed  the  curve  of  her  neck, 
where  the  little  lone  locks  of  red  gold 
hair  lay.  Irma  poked  her  little  white 
hand  up  and  pressed  it  against  his  cheek. 

"It's  all  right  again,  Irma,  isn't  it?"  he 
asked. 

"Oh,  yes,"  she  whispered  back. 

When  the  station  agent  came  back  the 
thunderstorm  was  over  and  the  sun  was 
bursting  through  the  ragged  clouds  up 
the  track.  Barefooted  small  boys  were 
popping  out  from  their  retreats  in  order 
to  be  in  at  the  death  when  the  mail  train 
came.  The  station  master  pushed  up  the 
window  and  sold  Conductor  Hoxie  two 
tickets  with  the  air  that  he  was  confer- 
ring a  tremendous  favor.  He  had  an  ob- 
jectionable way  with  him.  But  Hoxie 
and  Irma  were  so  deliciously  happy  they 
thought  he  was  the  most  delightful  rail- 
way official  they  had  ever  seen.  They 
were  so  supremely  happy  they  thought 
they  could  love  everybody  in  the  world. 
Even  a  supercilious  station  agent  with  a 
red  head. 

When  the  5:30  train  came  in,  Conductor 
Hoxie  carried  a  valise,  overcoat,  shawl 
strap  and  satchel  in  one  hand,  and  with 
the  other  led  his  companion  unblushingly 
on  board.  They  had  looked  so  radiant 
that  the  train  hands  all  supposed  they 
were  bride  and  groom,  although  Hoxie 
was  dusty  and  Irma's  hat  was  on  crooked. 

"That  shower  has  laid  the  dust  consid- 
erable," remarked  the  station  agent  com- 
placently, as  the  train  moved  off. 

It  has  done  more  than  that,  it  caused  a 
vacancy  on  the  Bangor  Express,  M.  C.  R. 
.R.  Conductor  Barton  Hoxie  resigned. 


on  WHeeLS. 

BY  E.  J  JEIDELL. 


The  thick,  gray  fog  that  rose  from  the 
earth  met  the  thick,  gray  fog  that  de- 
scended from  the  heavens,  and  the  two 
formed  a  moist,  stifling  bank  that  made  all 
objects  shapeless  and  all  beings  limp. 

McKenna  pulled  out  his  fat  silver  watch 
and  saw  that  it  was  3:19  a.  m.   Then  he 
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climbed  down  out  of  the  cab,  and,  with  oil 
can  and  waste,  set  about  to  ease  the  over- 
worked joints  and  bearings  of  his  engine. 

Behind  744— the  engine— stretched  a  line 
of  freight,  coal  and  flat  cars,  all  laden; 
and  what  that  line  lacked  of  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile  in  length  wasn't  worth  re- 
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cording.  Before  744  stretched  150  miles 
of  road,  and  what  that  ran  of  150  miles 
wanted  in  interesting  possibilities 
wouldn't  have  damaged  anybody's  im- 
agination. 

No.  744  had  to  make  thirty- five  miles  of 
that  150-mile  rnn— to  the  end  of  the  divi- 
sion— and  because  she  was  little  more 
than  a  great  big  cripple,  a  ponderous, 
creaking,  squeaking,  clanging  has-been, 
dragged  out  of  the  roundhouse  only  be- 
cause freight  traffic  was  so  heavy  that 
anything  that  could  support  a  boiler  on 
wheels  had  to  be  used  for  a  trick  on  the 
rails— because  she  was  such  a  cripple 
McKenna  oiled  her  and  banged  her  wheels 
and  felt  her  bearings  and  wiped  clean  her 
gear,  much  as  a  hangman  might  dress  up 
a  prisoner  for  his  march  to  the  gallows. 

The  freight  left  B  at  1:10  a.  m.,  and 

the  first  two  hours  of  its  run  was  a  dreary, 
weary  snorting  through  the  hot  night  on 
fairly  level  bed.  Then  came  the  stop  at 
H  ,  to  make  a  siding  and  let  the  Lim- 
ited rush  by,  and  as  744  poked  her  pilot 
over  a  maze  of  switches  and  sidetracked 
came  to  a  stop  about  300  yards  west  of 

H         Station,  McKenna,  the  engineer, 

knew  that  the  big  old  mogul,  with  its 
wagon-top  boiler  dripping  wet,  had  found 
in  its  load  pretty  nearly  a  match  for  its 
strength. 

As  McKenna  climbed  down  on  the,  hoop- 
like little  steps  between  engine  and  ten- 
der to  fill  the  oil  cups  on  the  guides  and 
joints  and  to  look  after  the  metal  on 
which  sizzled  and  spurted  a  mixture  of 
steam,  water  and  grease,  he  gratefully 
contemplated  the  next  twenty  miles  of 
the  run — twenty  miles  of  a  straight  down- 
grade all  the  way,  that  would  reduce  744's 
task  merely  to  holding  the  long  line  of 
cars  in  check. 

Through  the  open  window  of  the  office 
in  the  station  house  came  the  tick,  tick, 
tick-tick-tick  of  the  sounders,  audible 
between  the  throbs  of  744's  air  pump, 
and  from  the  yards,  where  a  stock  train 
was  waiting  orders,  echoed  the  occasional 
mooing  of  a  cow  or  heifer.  Semi-occasi- 
on ally  came  the  sound  of  a  human  voice, 
strangely  thin  and  weak,  yet  clear  and 
reaching  in  the  stillness,  or  the  patter  of 
a  trainman's  heavy  boots  on  the  station 
platform  or  the  gravel  beside  the  tracks. 

Then  from  somewhere  far  up  the  track 


sounded  a  faint  rumble  which,  faster 
than  the*  seconds  ticked,  lost  its  faintness 
and  presently  grew  into  a  roar,  and  the 
rails  of  the  east-bound  main  track  began 
to  hum  softly,  as  if  taking  up  the  tune. 
The  roar  deepened,  the  rails  hummed 
louder  and  on  their  shiny  surface  glowed 
a  fitful,  dancing  light.  The  roar  changed 
to  thunder,  the  hum  of  the  rails  to  a  song 
in  bass  and  the  fitful  light  on  their  sur- 
face to  two  flaming  streaks. 

A  great  cloud  of  steam,  blackened  by 
smoke  and  soot,  showed  over  the  roof  of 
the  standing  freight's  cars— then  a  whirl 
and  a  rush  like  that  of  an  oncoming  tem- 
pest—and in  another  moment  a  huge 
locomotive,  with  a  stump  of  a  stack  and 
a  headlight  set  far  beyond  the  boiler, 
flashed  past  744,  past  the  station,  past  the 
crossing— grinding  and  ripping  and  a 
cloud  of  dust  at  its  heels. 

Nine  cars  there  were— six  of  these 
sleepers,  all  of  them  heavy  and  nearly  all 
of  them  full. 

McKenna,  as  the  Limited  streaked  by, 
put  up  his  oil  can  and  stepped  to  the  pilot 
of  744  to  watch  the  flyer  bore  into  space. 
The  fireman  crossed  over  to  the  other 
side  of  the  tender  to  see  the  big  train 
bowl  on,  and  the  freight's  crew  on  the 
station  platform  looked  after  her  with 
looks  at  once  of  pride  and  jealousy. 

The  roar  died  to  a  rumble,  the  rumble 
to  a  hum,  and  the  green  tail  lights  of  the 
Limited  came  closer  and  closer  to  the 
ground,  until  they  looked  for  all  the  world 
like  the  blinking  eyes  of  a  retreating 
snake.  Then  the  freight's  crew  made  for 
their  train,  ready  to  have  her  start  up  and 
trail  behind  the  Limited. 

McKenna  glanced  at  his  watch.  It  was 
three  minutes  of  starting  time — the  Lim- 
ited had  been  gone  about  seven  minutes 
according  to  schedule— and  he  meant  to 
give  744  all  the  rest  and  all  the  tinkering  up 
he  could .  Wherefore  he  sang  out  a  "  Don 't 
be  in  such  a  fussin*  hurry"  to  the  brake- 
men  who  were  dog-trotting  to  the  ca- 
boose, and  continued  to  bang  away  at  a 
loose  guide  cup,  while  the  fireman  resumed 
his  position  'twixt  engine  and  tender  and 
watched  him  perspire. 

The  crew  had  about  reached  the  ca- 
boose, when  the  brakeman  who  had  been 
left  behind  to  guard  the  freight's  rear 
raised  his  red  lantern  and  swung  it 
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frantically .  The  next  moment  a  headlight 
loomed  up  out  of  the  dark  behind  the 
freight  and  a  second  later  a  big  engine, 
moving;  slowly  ahead,  though  her  wheels 
worked  backward,  crashed  into  the  long 
freight's  caboose.  A  shock  went  through 
the  train,  and  then  the  cars,  which  *one 
after  another  had  come  together  and 
bumped,  stretched  out,  and  in  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye  started  off  down  grade— 
the  string  moving  like  a  thing  possessed. 

Up  in  front  McKenna  fell  beside  the 

rack  with  a  shriek.  As  the  freight  was 
struck,  McKenna,  still  tinkering  at  the 
guide  cup,  had  his  right  foot  braced  on 
the  rail,  and  the  foot,  as  the  engine 
dashed  forward,  was  caught  and  crushed. 
The  fireman  was  hurled  from  the  tender 
by  the  shock  and  pitched  head  down-  into 
the  gravel  beside  the  track. 

The  crew  at  the  moment  of  the  collision 
scattered  in  all  directions.  Before  the 
most  sensible  of  the  lot  had  sense  enough 
to  stop  and  look  back  the  wrecked  ca- 
boose, whose  coupling  had  held,  thun- 
dered past  their  reach— the  maimed  rear 
of  a  runaway  train. 

The  switch  on  the  siding  had  been 
turned  immediately  after  the  Limited  had 
gone,  and  before  the  train's  crew,  the 
station  agent  or  anybody  else  in  sight 
had  a  clear  notion  of  what  had  happened 
the  long  freight  was  bumping  merrily 
downhill  on  the  east-bound  main  track 
after  the  Limited. 

The  station  agent  rushed  out  on  the 
platform  and  gulped  and  gasped.  For  he 
could  see  by  the  smoke  over  the  disap- 
pearing freight  that  the  train  was  not 
only  running  away,  but  that  it  was  run- 
ning away  under  steam  besides. 

He  had  heard  McKenna's  shriek.  He 
had  seen  the  fireman  fall— from  which  he 
knew  that  there  wasn't  a  soul  aboard  the 
runaway.  He  saw  the  smoke  rise  over 
the  train  and  hang  in  the  fog— from  which 
he  knew  that  the  bump  of  the  collision 
had  forced  open  the  throttle  of  .crippled 
old  744.  From  which,  in  turn,  he  knew 
that  the  runaway,  before  she  had  gone 
five  miles,  would  be  going  at  seventy 
miles  an  hour  down  that  hill  chasing  the 
limited. 

And  as  he  thought  of  744  cleaving  her- 
ielf  through  the  Limited's  sleepers  he 
lad  a  perfect  right  to  gulp  and  gasp. 


"Run !  Run!  Run  for  it!"  was  the  word 
which  had  to  be  gotten  to  the  Limited, 
somehow.  And  it  had  to  be  gotten  to 
her,  if  at  all,  before  the  runaway  was 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  Limited's  rear. 

Shorty,  the  agent,  tore  his  hair.  "How 
can  I  doit?  How?  How?  How?"  whirled 
in  his  head  until  he  reeled. 

He  could  not  telegraph  ahead  to  a  tower 
man  to  warn  the  Limited's  engineer,  for 
to  do  that  meant  to  halt  the  train  at  a 
block;  and  to  halt  her  meant  to  let  the 
runaway  crash  into  the  sleepers  the 
sooner. 

To  ditch  the  runaway  was  impossible, 
for  there  wasn't  a  switch  anywhere  on 
the  twenty  miles  of  that  downgrade,  and 
the  first  open  at- night  station  with  a 

night  crew  was  R  ,  at  the  foot  of  the 

grade,  twenty  miles  away. 

Shorty  wasn't  much  of  a  man.  But  the 
picture  he  had  in  his  mind  of  what  he 
knew  would  happen  about  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  up  the  track  made  that  mind  work 
faster  than  the  fastest  runaway  freight 
could  plunge  to  wreck  a  Limited,  and  was 
likely  to  make  a  lunatic  of  Shorty,  or  a 
man. 

The  freight's  crew  and  all  the  yardmen 
and  the  crew  of  the  train  that  had  crashed 
into  the  freight— it  was  the  freight's 
second  section,  whose  engineer  had  ridden 
over  a  signal  in  the  fog-  knew  all  that 
Shorty  knew,  but  it  affected  them  differ- 
ently. Instead  of  setting  their  minds  to 
work  it  dazed  them. 

Some  stood  still  and  helpless;  others, 
equally  helpless,  rushed  about,  shouting, 
and  the  rest,  including  the  engineer  who 
caused  the  trouble,  ran  toward  the  sta- 
tion and  stopped  short  on  the  way  when 
they  came  upon  McKenna  and  the  fire- 
man sprawling  unconscious  on  the 
ground. 

Then  a  figure  dashed  from  the  station 
platform  and,  like  a  huge,  animated  rub- 
ber ball,  bounded  across  the  network  of 
tracks,  heading  straight  for  the  tarn- 
table,  on  which  stood  a  giant  express 
locomotive— a  mate  to  the  engine  of  the 
Limited. 

"Let  'em  lie!  D  yon!   Let  'em  lie 

there!"  cried  out  the  form  as  it  bounded 
past  the  group  gathered  around  the 
bodies  of  McKenna  and  the  fireman. 

"This  way!   For  God's  sake,  move!" 
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the  form  yelled,  and  the  men,  who  knew 
the  voice  was  Shorty's,  obeyed,  but  didn't 
know  why. 

"Swing  her  around!  Swing  her!  For 
God's  sake,  shove!" 

Shorty  had  released  the  brakes  of  the 
turntable  before  any  of  the  men  had 
come  up  to  him.  As  they  fell  in  and 
braced  themselves  on  the  grip  handles 
Shorty  fairly  drove  them  with  half-hys- 
terical cuffs. 

"Shove!  Shove!  All  together!  Swing 
'er!  Oh,  why  don't  you  shove?" 

The  table  turned  as  if  forced  by  steam. 

"Lock  her!  Head  the  engine  down  the 
west-bound!   Dolan,  Dolan!  Where  in 

  is  Dolan?  Get  your  fireman!  Get 

aboard!" 

Dolan  climbed  into  the  cab  of  the  big 
engine,  while  Shorty  tore  to  the  ticket 
office  in  the  station.  Two  jumps— and  he 
was  at  the  key. 

"Clear  the  west-bound.   Back  trains  to 

R  ,"  he  ticked  to  every  tower  house 

for  twenty  miles,  "Wild  cat,  bound  east 
on  west-bound  track,"  he  ticked  again 
before  an  "O.  K."  had  come  to  the  first 
order.  And  out  again  to  the  turntable  he 
tore. 

"Dolan,"  Shorty  coughed,  rushing  up 
to  the  engine,  "the  west-bound's  clear  for 
twenty  miles.  Make  a  run  for  the  Limited. 
You  got  to  catch  'er  a  mile  ahead  of  the 
freight.  I'll  clear  everything  for  the 
Limited.  Tell  'em  to  keep  her  flyin'  till 
he  gets  a  block  against  'im  t'other  side 
of  R  ." 

Dolan  O.  K.'d  the  orders  by  giving  the 
throttle  a  yank  that  sent  the  great  loco- 
motive forward  with  a  leap.  Both  furnace 
doors  were  open  and  the  red  glow  that 
escaped  them  fell  full  upon  the  fireman, 
who  furiously  piled  on  the  coal. 

It  was  getting  lighter,  but  the  fog  held 
on.  No.  2098,  the  big  engine,  rattled  over 
the  switches  and  in  a  few  seconds  puffed 
on  energetically,  headed  east  on  the  west- 
bound track. 

Shorty  saw  her  pick  up  speed  at  every 
half  turn  of  the  seven-foot  drivers  and 
rushed  back  to  the  station  and  the  tele- 
graph key. 

"Clear  the  way  for  No.  8"  (which  was 
the  Limited),  the  key  said  to  R  .  Run- 
away freight  chasing  her.  Sent  engine 
2098,  wild- cat,  east-bound  on  west-bound 


track  to  warn  Shaw,  engineer  of  No.  8. 
Clear  way  for  2098.  Ditch  the  freight  at 
first  switch." 

Outside  at  the  turntable  stood  some  of 
the  men,  telling  each  other  in  low  tones 
and  short  sentences  how  slim  a  chance 
Dolan  had  to  catch  the  Limited  in  time 
and  how  great  a  chance  to  be  caught  and 
killed  in  the  wreck  when  the  runaway 
would  dash  into  the  Limited' s  rear. 

No.  2098  gathered  speed  out  of  her  26- 
inch  stroke,  single-action  cylinder  in  a 
way  that  puzzled  even  Dolan— and  he 
knew  her,  for  she  was  his  engine. 

He  worked  throttle  and  cut-off  gradu- 
ally, giving  her  a  little  more  steam  and  a 
little  less  stroke  every  few  hundred  yards, 
and  when  the  big  racer  had  gone  a  mile 
she  sped  on  with  throttle  wide  open  and 
the  reverse  hooked  close  to  the  center. 

From  the  safety  exhaust  on  top  of  the 
boiler  the  steam  burst  with  a  btfzz,  as 
though  a  giant  boy  were  whistling  through 
a  giant  tissue-paper  covered  comb,  for 
the  huge  engine,  which  could  .  roll  up 
seventy  miles  an  hour  with  ease  while 
hauling  eight  Pullman  on  a  lever,  could, 
now  that  she  was  running  free  and  down 
grade  into  the  bargain,  not  use  her  steam 
as  fast  as  she  could  make  it. 

But  Dolan,  who  knew  the  road  and  all 
the  business  on  it— knew  the  thing  and 
backward— Dolan  knew  that  the  speed  of 
2098  was  a  guarantee  of  nothing  what- 
ever, for  the  runaway,  propelled  by  its 
great  weight  and  given  impetus  by  744's 
open  throttle,  needed  neither  a  fed  firebox 
nor  a  nursed  throttle  and  cutoff  to  whirl 
down  that  grade  at  a  jumping,  thumping, 
rattling  rate. 

No.  2098,  with  a  puffing  that  for  a  time 
grew  steadily  shorter  and  sharper,  and  at 
last  settled  into  an  uninterrupted  bbbrrrrr 
got  down  to  her  business  in  record  shape, 
flying  through  the  fog  as  though  yards 
were  feet  and  feet  inches. 

The  fog,  as  the  morning  grew  older, 
became  a  dense  whitish  blanket,  which 
shut  from  Dolan's  view  all  but  a  few  yards 
of  the  track  ahead. 

Dolan's  forehead  was  furrowed,  his  jaw 
set.  His  left  hand  opened  and  closed 
nervously  on  the  handle  of  the  throttle 
lever  and  his  right  was  braced  against 
the  cab  window  as,  hoping  and  praying, 
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he  leaned  far  out  for  a  glimpse  of  the  run- 
away's tail. 

No.  2098' s  speed  grew  dizzy.  She  swayed 
and  pounded  and  shook;  the  safety  ceased 
blowing;  the  crank-pins  whirled  like  pin- 
wheels,  and  the  reverse  trembled  on  the 
quadrant  as  if  bent  on  ripping  out  the 
cab's  flooring. 

Deep,  ominous  and  drawn,  like  the 
screeched  warning  of  some  sentient  thing, 
came  the  whistle's  blasts  as  Dolan  yanked 
the  whistle  cord  for  the  crossings  he 
knew  were  there,  but  which  from  the 
window  of  the  speeding  cab  were  merged 
into  fields  and  woods,  trestles,  embank- 
ments, cuts  and  bridges. 

The  engine  was  flying;  trees,  houses, 
poles,  hills  and  valleys,  the  earth,  the 
sky— the  whole  world  to  Dolan  was  a 
wild,  mad  rush;  and  still  the  fireman 
piled  on  the  coal,  and  still  faster  2098 
crashed  on  into  the  morning. 

Dolan  tried  the  water- cocks  and  opened 
the  injector;  he  tugged  at  the  throttle  to 
get  her  flush  to  the  last  nick;  he  hooked 
up  the  reverse  till  it  was  all  but  centered; 
he  thrust  his  head  and  half  his  body  out 
of  the  cab  window  till  almost  swept  back- 
ward by  the  current— and  there  through 
the  fog  he  saw  a  dark  streak  ahead  and 
made  out  the  uncertain  contours  of  the 
freight's  wrecked  caboose. 

"Now  give  it  to  'er!  We've  caught  'er,'» 
he  roared  to  the  fireman. 

New  energy  came  to  the  fireman;  sen- 
sibly new  speed  to  2098;  new  and  more 
awful  tension  distorted  the  face  of  Dolan. 

The  Limited  might  be  a  mile  ahead  of 
the  freight,  or  two  miles  or  twenty  yards. 
The  Limited  might  be  saved,  or  she  might 
be  wrecked,  and  2098  might— and  would  go 
down  in  the  wreck. 

The  freight  was  making  full  sixty  miles 
an  hour;  2098  was  making  records.  The 
giant  engine  masterfully  drew  up  on  the 
runaway. 

Now  her  pilot  reached  the  tattered  ca- 
boose. Now  it  had  passed  it;  passed  the 
first  car,  the  second,  the  third,  the  fourth 

Up  to  744  raced  the  wildcat— now  the 
old  mogul  came  into  sight— now  a  stretch 
of  track  beyond— up  to  the  mogul's  ten- 
der the  wildcat  flew— past  it— past  the 
mogul— a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  track- 


then  a  slight  curve— a  half  mile  of  track 
—and  Dolan  screeched: 

"There!  We'll  make  it!  Fill  'er  up! 
Keep  pilin'  'eri" 

The  fog  lifted  and  a  half  a  mile  beyond 
the  curve  gleamed  the  Limited's  tail 
lights. 

The  Limited  was  trailing.  To  catch  her 
in  another  mile  was  an  easy  spurt  for 
2098.  But  so,  too,  it  was  for  the  freight. 
No.  2098  had  to  catch  her  and  cry  out  to 
her  of  the  Death  on  Wheels  behind  before 
Death  was  near  enough  to  make  the  warn- 
ing too  late. 

A  sleepy  white-coated  Pullman  porter 
jumped  to  the  first  sleeper's  vestibuled 
door  as  2098  roared  by,  convinced,  despite 
his  porter-like  ignorance  of  railroading, 
that  a  locomotive  dashing  east  on  the 
west  bound  track  was  a  token  of  trouble 
for  somebody. 

Sleepy  white-coated  porters  in  other 
cars  opened  blinds  and  looked  out  in 
amazement;  the  brakemen.  who  had 
dozed  in  the  smoking  compartments  of 
the  sleepers,  jumped  to  their  feet,  and  the 
conductor,  who  was  in  the  baggage  car 
telling  stories  to  the  messenger,  turned 
white  and  did  the  one  thing  conductors 
invariably  do  when  startled— pulled  out 
his  watch  and  looked  at  the  time. 

The  roar  of  2098  had  traveled  to  the  cab 
of  the  Limited's  engine,  and  the  engineer 
half  turned  on  his  seat  and  sputtered: 

"What  in  h  is  that?1'  the  while  the 

fireman  dropped  his  shovel  and  looked  up 
with  marvel  in  his  eye. 

Dolan  had  shut  off  steam  and  plugged 
the  air  brakes  hard  onto  the  wheels,  but 
2098,  as  a  race  horse  dashes  beyond  the 
finish  line,  burst  past  the  Limited's  en- 
gine with  a  mighty  grind  and  rattle.  As 
she  went  by  the  Limited's  fireman  caught 
the  sound  of  Dolan's  voice,  pitched  to  a 
shriek,  and  saw  the  frantic  gesticulation 
of  both  Dolan  and  Dolan's  fireman.  Mar- 
vel went  out  of  his  eye,  dread,  alertness 
and  intelligence  took  its  place  and,  wheel- 
ing, he  yelled  to  his  engineer: 

"Hey,  Jim,  there's  somethin'  doin'.but 
I'm  hanged  if  I  know  what!" 

The  tightly  pressed  brake-shoes  curbed 
2098,  and  in  a  few  seconds  the  Limited 
crawled  up  on  her.  As  the  engines  were 
cab  to  cab  Dolan  opened  his  throttle 
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again,  and,  making  a  megaphone  of  his 
right  hand,  shonted  to  the  Limited's  fire- 
man: 

"Pull  'er  open!  Run  for  it!  Runaway 
freight's  behind  you,  Keep  running  till 
you  get  a  block." 

The  rumble  of  the  train  and  of  the  two 
engines  drowned  the  voice.  The  fireman 
shook  his  head. 

"Run  for  it!  Run!"  Dolan  bellowed,  wav- 
ing his  hand  in  the  train's  direction. 

"Runaway  behind!  Move!"  screamed 
Dolan's  fireman,  pointing  to  the  Limited's 
rear. 

The  Limited's  fireman  caught  only  some 
of  the  words,  but  he  caught  all  of  their 
meaning.  He  dived  to  the  engineer's 
side  of  the  engine,  yelled  into  his  ear, 
and  almost  at  once  the  Limited  increased 
its  speed.  Then  the  fireman,  taking  hold 
of  the  grab-rails  between  engine  and  ten- 
der, swung  himself  out  and  looked  be- 
hind. What  he  saw  apparently  satisfied 
him.  He  leaped  to  the  firebox,  threw 
open  the  furnace  doors  and  pitched  in 
coal  as  Dolan's  fireman  had  pitched  it. 

"Run  till  you  get  a  block!"  Dolan 
shouted.  The  Limited's  fireman  neither 
heard  nor  cared.  The  Limited's  engineer 
didn't  have  to  hear.  He  was  to  make  a 
run  for  it,  and  a  run  for  it  he  made. 

The  Limited,  helped  by  the  grade,  made 
speed  rapidly.  In  twice  her  own  length 
she  added  ten  miles  to  her  rate.  In  thrice 
her  length  she  was  thumping,  jumping, 
lurching,  roaring,  plunging,  racing  along 
in  a  way  that  awakened  her  sleepers  and 
induced  them  to  ring  for  the  porters  and 
ask  questions.  Dolan  opened  up  2096  and 
she  responded  like  the  wonder  that  she 
was.  Side  by  side,  the  wildcat  and  the 
Limited  swallowed  yards  by  the  bucket 
and  miles  by  the  spoonful. 

Cold  prespiration  chilled  the  Limited's 
engineer.  The  Death  on  Wheels  behind 
had  marked  its  prey,  and  when  the  mark 
has  once  been  made  railroad  men  know  it 
is  well  to  shudder. 

They  had  gone  three  miles— and  yet  no 
crash.   Dolan's  fireman  climbed  to  the 


rear  of  the  tender  and  saw  that  the  Lim- 
ited was  holding  the  runaway.  He  stum- 
bled back  to  the  cab  to  tell  Dolan,  and 
Dolan  looked  ugly,  which  was  Dolan's 
way  of  disguising  what  he  felt. 

R         was  only   three    miles  away. 

Already  wildcat  and  Limited  struck  the 
outskirts  of  the  town— and  Dolan  and  the 
Limited's  driver  dreaded,  prayed  and 
thanked  at  a  livelier  rate  than  their  en- 
gines puffed. 

About  one  mile  west  of  R  was  the 

first  switch.  The  fog  had  drifted  off  com- 
pletely. The  earth  drowsily  awoke,  and 
where  the  trains  sped  seemed  awed  by  the 
spectacle  and  held  its  breath. 

Only  half  a  mile  to  the  switch ! 

To  the  left  were  the  yards,  to  the  right 
an  embankment.  A  group  Of  railroad 
men  stood  near  the  tower  house,  excitedly 
waving  their  arms.  From  one  of  the 
tower  house  windows  a  man  with  a  white 
lantern  in  one  hand  and  a  white  flag  in 
the  other  crazily  motioned  to  the  Limited 
and  the  wildcat  racing  beside  her. 

A  half  mile  beyond  the  switch! 

A  few  hundred  yards  ahead  loomed  up 
the  station.  On  its  platform  were  men  in 
clusters  and  groups,  shouting  and  signal- 
ing wildly. 

Over  the  roaring  of  their  engines  Dolan 
and  Shaw  of  the  Limited  heard  a  crash. 
A  second  later  a  red  signal  turned  against 
the  Limited  at  the  far  end  of  the  station 
platform. 

Dolan  shut  off  steam,  slapped  on  the 
brakes  and  said,  "Well,"  in  a  way  that 
meant  an  arraignment  of  the  entire  rail- 
road system.  The  engineer  of  the  Limited 
shut  off  steam  and  said  nothing. 

In  the  R  station  the  key  ticked  this 

message  to  Shorty: 

"Freight  ditched  here.  No.  8  and  2098 
safe." 

Then  Shorty,  in  the  H  station,  got 

up  from  the  key,  sat  down  at  a  vacant 
desk,  and,  supporting  his  head  in  his  left 
hand,  thoughtfully  drew  circles  and 
squares  upon  an  official  order  blank. 
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FEDERATION  ATTACKED  AND  DEFENDED. 


The  following  editorial  appeared  in  the 
Railway  Age  for  October  4th,  1901,  under 
the  caption:  "The  'System  Federation' 
Experiment:" 

As  a  matter  of  information  in  regard  to 
a  movement  to  which  a  good  deal  of  mys- 
tery has  been  attached,  the  Railway  Age 
prints  this  week  the  plan  of  "system  fed- 
eration" adopted  by  the  five  principal  or- 
ganizations of  railway  employes,  together 
with  a  letter  from  the  chief  of  each  Order, 
giving  his  views  about  the  movement. 
The  brotherhoods  of  engineers,  firemen, 
conductors,  brakemen  and  telegraphers 
are  entirely  separate  in  organization  and 
action  bearing  upon  their  relation  to  the 
railways,  although  the  idea  of  a  "feder- 
ation" in  which  the  combined  influence 
of  all  should  be  available  in  behalf  of  any 
one  organization  asking  help,  has  had 
advocates  for  many  years,  and  has  occa- 
sionally been  shadowed  out  in  "sympa- 
thetic" strikes  or  intimations  of  such 
strikes.  The  stronger  and  more  influ- 
ential orders,  however,  particularly  those 
of  the  engineers  and  firemen,  have  been 
strongly  opposed  to  such  combination, 
and  in  favor  of  maintaining  their  inde- 
pendence, and  this  is  probably  the  dis- 
position of  their  chiefs  and  of  the  older 
and  more  conservative  members.  But 
the  younger  element  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  innovation  now  in  the  air,  has 
sounded  the  refrain  "all  for  one  and  one 
for  all,"  and  it  has  finallv  come  about 
that  each  of  the  organizations  in  annual 
convention  has  given  consent,  not  with 
one  voice,  however,  to  a  test  of  the  feder- 
ation principle  in  a  limited  form,  that  is, 
on  any  separate  road  or  railway  system. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  statements  refer- 


red to  that  the  chiefs  disclaim  the  idea  of 
a  national  movement  and  intimate  that 
the  intent  is  only  to  afford  the  employes 
on  any  given  road  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
erting the  combined  influence  of  the 
brotherhoods  represented  on  that  particu- 
lar road,  where  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers have  voted  in  favor  of  federating. 
So  far,  the  organizations  upon  only  two 
roads  have  declared  for  the  movement, 
which  is  clearly  considered  in  the  nature 
of  an  experiment,  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
which  there  is  serious  difference  of 
opinion. 

The  Railway  Age  believes  in  organiza- 
tions of  railway  men  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  service,  for  mutual  im- 
provement and  protection.  It  has  wit- 
nessed in  twenty- five  years  a  great  eleva- 
tion in  the  standards  of  the  service,  for 
which  much  of  the  credit  is  due  the 
brotherhoods.  Railway  officials,  most 
of  whom  have  worked  up  from  the  ranks, 
take  a  real  interest  in  the  improvement 
and  advancement  of  their  subordinates, 
and  the  relations  between  the  companies 
and  the  employes  have  of  late  years  be- 
come far  more  sincere  and  satisfactory 
than  was  once  the  case.  Strikes  have  be- 
come rare  and  there  has  seemed  reason 
to  hope  for  their  entire  disappearance. 
Railway  traffic  at  present  is  large  and 
employment  is  abundant  and,  as  a  rule, 
well  paid.  Inclination  and  self-interest 
prompt  officials  to  meet  employes  fairly 
and  to  adjust  differences  on  a  liberal  ba- 
sis. Is  the  federation  plan  in  the  direc- 
tion of  better  understanding  between  offi- 
cers and  men?  Are  not  its  spirit  and 
tendency  rather  of  the  reverse?  .  Will  not 
its  adoption  seem  like  a  threat,  tend  to 
promote  distrust  and  apprehension  where 
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now  is  peace,  and  inspire  a  defensive,  if 
not  an  aggressive,  movement  in  opposi- 
tion? 

Is  anything  to  be  gained  by  ending  the 
present  satisfactory  condition  and  sub- 
stituting an  attitude  of  hostility  or  doubt- 
ful peace?  The  doors  of  the  superinten- 
dents' office  are  now  open  to  complaint 
by  representatives  from  every  department 
of  the  service,  and  each  is  sure  of  atten- 
tion. Engineers  speak  for  engineers, 
brakemen  tor  brakemen.  Would  it  tend 
to  better  results  if  a  representative  of  the 
brakemen,  for  instance,    appearing  to 

? resent  a  complaint  in  regard  to  his 
ranch  of  the  service  should  be  escorted 
into  the  official's  presence  by  an  engineer, 
a  fireman,  a  conductor  and  a  te'egraph 
operator?  Would  not  such  a  display  of 
strength  be  likely  to  have  an  irritating, 
rather  than  a  pacifying  effect  on  the  ne- 
gotiations? 

The  railways  and  the  brotherhoods  are 
now  at  peace.  Would  the  adoption  of  the 
federation  plans  on  all  roads,  or  on  any 
road,  tend  to  maintain  and  improve  that 
condition? 

The  questions  contained  in  the  above, 
open  up  opportunities  for  much  specula- 
tion and  endless  discussion,  if  inclination 
tends  in  that  direction.  We  believe,  how- 
ever, that  the  editor  of  the  Railway  Age, 
is  sincere  in  his  desire  to  see  protracted 
peace  between  the  railway  companies  and 
their  employes.  We,  therefore,  answer 
bim  by  quoting  the  following  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  Grand  Chief  Con- 
ductor, which  appeared  in  the  Railway 
Age  of  October  18th: 

Cedar  Rapids,  la., Oct.  16, 1901. 
An  open  letter  to  editor  of  the  Railway 

The  editorial  in  your  issue  of  October 
4th,  1901.  entitled  "The  System  Federa- 
tion Experiment",  indicates  so  plainly 
that  your  estimate  of  the  purposes  aimed 
at  in  this  connection  and  the  probable  re- 
sult from  the  "experiment"  are  so  radic- 
ally different  from  those  entertained  by 
the  ones  who  have  been  somewhat  instru- 
mental in  bringing  this  alliance  into  ef- 
fect, that  I  feel  constrained  to  dissent  in 
this  manner  from  some  of  your  implied 
opinions. 

You  say:  "The  idea  of  federation,  in 
which  the  combined  influence  of  all, 
should  be  available  in  behalf  of  any  one 
organization  asking  help,  has  had  advo- 
cates for  many  years  and  has  occasionally 
been  shadowed  out  in  sympathetic  strikes 
or  intimations  of  such  strikes."  Can  you 
point  in  any  instance  of  a  "sympathetic" 
strike  on  the  part  of  anv  of  the  organiza- 
tions party  to  this  federation  within  the 
last  ten  years?  Has  any  'intimation'of  such 
sympathetic  strike  emanated  from  anyone 
in  authority  in  either  of  the  organizations 


party  to  this  federation?  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  all  such  intimations  have  had  their 
birth  or  origin  in  sensational  newspaper 
items,  and  that  the  probability  of  such 
sympathetic  strike  has  existed  only  in  the 
minds  of  irresponsible  or  illy  informed 
persons? 

You  say  that  some  of  the  stronger  and 
more  influential  orders  have  been  strongly 
opposed  to  the  idea  of  federation,  that  this 
is  probably  the  disposition  of  their  chiefs 
and  the  more  conservative  members.  One 
of  the  organizations  which  you  designate 
as  having  been  strongly  opposed  to  such 
combinations  has  been  the  strongest  ad- 
vocate of,  and  the  most  active  partici- 
pant in,  every  plan  or  species  of  federa- 
tion or  alliance  between  the  organizations 
of  railroad  employes  in  the  operating  de- 
partment which  has  existed  during  the 
past  fifteen  years. 

A  large  majority  of  the  membership  of 
each  of  the  organizations  in  question,  ex- 
cept one,  have  been  in  favor  of  some 
form  of  federation  or  alliance  for  ten 
years.  Experiments  have  been  tried,  fed- 
erations have  been  formed  and  have,  for 
various  reasons,  been  dissolved,  but  the 
sentiment  in  the  minds  of  the  employes 
who  make  up  the  organizations  has  re- 
mained strongly  in  favor  of  federation. 
The  one  organization  which  opposed  it 
for  some  time  finally  embraced  it,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  plan  quoted  in  your 
columns  of  October  4th,  was  the  consum- 
mation, by  the  officers  of  the  organiza- 
tions, of  the  lawfully  expressed  wish  of 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  member- 
ship. Under  that  plan  the  members  of 
the  organizations  on  any  system  of  rail- 
road may  federate  if  they  desire  to  do  so. 

I  assure  you  that  your  expression  of  be- 
lief that  much  credit  is  due  to  the  broth- 
erhoods for  the  great  elevation  in  the 
standards  of  the  service  during  the  past 
25  years  is  fully  appreciated.  The  broth- 
erhoods in  question  have  worked  earn- 
estly to  that  end. 

We  most  heartily  subscribe  to  your 
statement  that  "the  relations  between 
the  companies  and  the  employes  have 
of  late  years  become  far  »more  sin- 
cere and  satisfactory  than  was  once  the 
case.  Strikes  have  become  rare  and  there 
has  seemed  reason  to  hope  for  their  en- 
tire disappearance."  Will  not  a  careful 
reading  of  the  articles  of  federation,  with 
the  especial  view  to  studying  the  line  of  ac- 
tion to  be  followed  thereunder,  easily 
lead  one  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
just  as  much  probability  and  prospect  of 
this  federation  contributing  further  to 
that  happy  end,  as  there  is  probability  of 
its  operating  in  the  opposite  direction,  as 
you  seem  to  fear? 

Your  editorial,  while  not  expressing  di-  ' 
rectly  your  opinon  on  the  subject,  plainly 
implies  your  sentiments  by  the  questions 
which  you  ask  and  to  some  of  which  I 
make  reply.  Google 


Digitized  by 


848 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


The  success  of  the  federation  plan  and 
securing  good  through  its  operation  de- 
pends of  course,  upon  its  being  handled 
in  perfect  good  faith  and  with  reasonably 
good  judgment.  It  could  not  be  expected 
to  succeed  nor  to  work  out  good  for  either 
side  if  an  effort  were  made  to  make  might 
right,  or,  simply  through  the  strength  or 
power  of  the  federation,  to  impose  condi- 
tions which  were  not  just  and  right  or  to 
uphold  policy  or  practices  which  would 
hot  be  undertaken  if  the  federation  did 
not  exist. 

Assuming  that  the  federation  will  be 
handled  in  a  judicious  and  fair  spirit,  it 
follows  that  the  federation  plan  is  in  the 
direction  of  a  better  understanding  be- 
tween officers  and  men.  Each  organiza- 
tion preserves  its  autonomy  and  handles 
its  own  affairs  up  to  a  point  where  it  can 
go  no  further  without  resorting  to  a  strike 
and  finds  that  it  is  unable  to  get  what  it 
deems  to  be  justice.  The  organization 
can  then  call  upon  the  employe  repre- 
sentatives of  other  organizations  for  their 
counsel,  advice  and  support.  Under  Sec- 
tion 4  of  the  plan,  before  any  action  can 
be  taken  by  the  federated  board  in  con- 
nection with  any  complaint  referred  to 
them,  they  must  approve  the  complaint. 

It  appears  that  you  have  not  gathered 
the  correct  understanding  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  plan.  You  say:  "Would  it 
tend  to  better  results  if  a  representative 
of  the  brakemen,  for  instance,  appearing 
to  present  a  complaint  in  regard  to  his 
branch  of  the  service,  should  be  escorted 
into  the  official's  presence  by  an  engi- 
neer, a  fireman,  a  conductor  and  a  tele- 

fraph  operator?"  Under  the  plan,  the 
rakemen,  through  their  committee  of 
representatives,  chosen  from  among  the 
employes  of  the  road,  would  seek  a  hear- 
ing and  if  any  adjustment  of  the  matter 
in  question  could  be  reached  between  the 
officials  of  the  company  and  the  commit- 
tee of  emoloyes,  representatives  of  the 
organization  not  in  the  employ  of  the 
road  would  not  appear  in  the  connection. 
If,  however,  the  brakemen's  organization, 
through  its  own  machinery  and  in  exactly 
the  same  manner  as  before  the  federation 
was  formed  or  where  the  federation  has 
not  been  adopted,  makes  effort  to  adjust 
a  complaint  and  are  unable  to  reach  a 
satisfactory  or  acceptable  solution,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  engineers,  firemen,  con- 
ductors and  telegraph  operators  in  the 
service  of  that  company  may,  under  the 
plan,  be  called  into  consultation.  The 
complaint  would,  of  necessity,  receive 
the  approval  of  those  representatives  be- 
fore any  effort  would  be  made  by  them  to 
assist  in  reaching  a  settlement,  and  every 
effort  to  reach  that  settlement  bv  force  of 
argument,  by  carefully  weighing  both 
sides  of  the  question  and  the  arguments 

S resented  on  both  sides,  would  be  ex- 
austed  before  the  question  of  resorting 


to  extremes  would  be  considered  or  the 
thought  entertained. 

The  adoption  of  this  plan,  if  properly 
viewed,  does  not  seem  like  a  threat,  nor 
can  it  tend  to  promote  distrust  or  appre- 
hension or  be  considered  an  aggressive 
movement.  It  is  not  intended  alone  as  a 
display  of  strength.  It  is  intended  to 
combine  the  gooa  judgment  of  the  men 
selected  by  the  men  on  a  system  as  their 
committeemen  and  representatives,  as 
well  as  the  judgment  of  the  men  who  are 
entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  several  organizations.  It  is 
confidently  believed  that  there  is  much 
less  liability  of  a  serious  mistake  being 
made  under  judgment  being  clouded  by  a 
personal  interest  or  partisanship,  if  the 
matter  is  passed  upon  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  several  organizations,  than  if 
one  organization  acts  independently  and, 
possibly  sometimes,  illadvisedly  or  hast- 
ily. On  the  other  hand,  the  federation 
does  imply,  and  is  intended  to  build  up 
strength  for  the  organizations  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  interests  of  those  who 
compose  their  membership.  It  is  true 
that  in  a  large  majority  of  cases  railway 
officials  give  careful  consideration  to 
reasonable  complaints  brought  to  tbem 
by  their  employes,  and  in  the  vast  major- 
ity of  instances,  they  cordially  meet  and 
treat  with  the  representative  committees 
chosen  by  the  employes.  Where  such 
disposition  is  entertained  by  the  manage- 
ments, cordial  relationships  of  mutual 
business  confidence  have  already  been 
builded  up  which  will  not  in  any  degree 
be  shaken  or  affected  by  the  formation  of 
this  federation.  It  is  entirely  out  of  the 
question  for  all  of  the  employes  in  any 
branch  of  the  service  to  be  heard  on  any 
question  that  is  of  general  or  universal 
interest  to  them.  The  only  way  in  which 
a  matter  affecting  them  generally  can  be 
fairly  brought  before  the  management  is 
through  a  committee  chosen  by  the  men 
and  authorized  to  represent  them.  This 
committee  should,  and  under  the  law  of 
the  organization  must,  be  composed  of 
employes  of  the  company  in  good  stand- 
ing. The  physical  strength  of  the  federa- 
tion will  never  be  tested  or  brought  into 
play,  unless  it  be  in  an  instance  where  a 
manager  denies  his  employes  then- 
right  to  be  heard  through  their  chosen 
committees  or  where  a  manager  stub- 
bornly refuses  to  grant  to  his  em- 
ployes a  reasonable  degree  or  por- 
tion of  jast  and  reasonably  considerate 
treatment.  It  is  not  very  long  since  the 
president  of  one  of  the  largest  systems 
centering  in  Chicago,  and  who  is  one  of 
the  most  able  men  in  his  profession, 
stated  to  the  Civic  Federation  of  Chicago, 
that  he  was  bound  to  admit  that  there 
were  some  railroad  managers  who  would 
not  accord  their  employes  proper  consid- 
eration or  treatment  if  it  were  not  for  the 
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fear  of  a  strike.  The  brotherhoods  have 
no  more  desire  to  exercise  their  physical 
strength  in  the  form  of  a  strike  than  the 
United  States  government  has  to  exercise 
its  magnificent  war  vessels  in  warfare 
with  another  nation,  but  we  do  believe 
that  it  is  entirely  consistent  and  proper 
to  have  the  machinery  for  that  purpose 
available  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  use 
it.  These  brotherhoods  are  unalterably 
committed  to  the  proposition  that  they 
will  not  resort  to  extremes  in  support  of 
any  cause  which  they  are  not  willing  to 
submit  to  any  fair  board  of  arbitrators, 
impartially  chosen;  and  I  have  no  hesi- 
tancy in  asserting  that  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  a  strike  on  the  part  of  the  feder- 
ation in  question,  unless  it  be  after  arbi- 
tration of  the  differences  has  been  refused 
by  the  other  side. 

We  are  indeed  glad  that  "the  railways 
and  brotherhoods  are  now  at  peace."  I 
see  no  reason  why  the  adoption  of  the 
federation  plan  on  all  roads  or  on  any 
road  should  tend  in  any  degree  to  disturb 
that  condition.  System  federations  un- 
der practically  the  same  rules  were  in 
force  on  a  number  of  railroads  from  1893 
until  1898  and  none  of  the  evils  which  you 
now  seem  to  fear,  developed.  The  plan 
of  system  federation  then  in  force  was 
succeeded  by  a  plan  of  general  or  inter- 
national federation  of  all  the  organiza- 
tions in  question  but  one,  which  was 
abandoned  early  in  1900,  and  the  plan  of 
system  federation  has  been  again  re- 
turned to. 

Yours  truly, 
E.  E.  Clark, 

G.  C.  CO.  R.  C. 

The  following  letters  have  appeared  in 
the  Railway  Age  under  different  dates 
since  issuing  the  above  and  will  show  the 
broad  spirit  entertained  by  the  managers 
of  some  railroads: 

To  the  Editors: 

I  am  inclined  to  regard  with  favor  the 
proposed  system  of  federation  of  em- 
ployes described  in  your  issue  of  October 
4,  believing  it  will  secure  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  more  intelligent  and  con- 
servative officers  of  these  associations  to 
prevent  hasty  or  vicious  action  on  the 
part  of  the  more  thoughtless  ones  or 
those  who  might  be  inclined  to  create 
trouble  without  much,  if  any,  regard  for 
consequences. 

The  class  of  men  now  engaged  in  train 
service,  at  least  the  experienced  ones, 
can,  I  think,  be  relied  upon  to  carefully 
consider  any  proposition  that  might  in 
any  way  lead  to  a  misunderstanding  with 
their  employers,  and  I  think,  too,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  are  inclined  to  be 
honest  and  reasonable  in  their  views  and 
judgment  of  what  constitutes  just  and 
reasonable  compensation,  rules,  regula- 
tions and  treatment.   Another  safeguard 


we  have  in  these  matters  is  the  considera- 
tion given  by  the  heads  of  departments 
and  divisions,  and  properties  as  a  whole 
in  the  adjustment  of  questions  which  af- 
fect the  relations  between  employer  and 
employe. 

As  to  the  effect  of  federation  in  the  con- 
sideration of  questions  that  might  lead 
to  a  misunderstanding  between  the  men 
and  the  management,  I  think  I  can  see 
where,  if  the  management  is  careful  to 
avoid  hasty  action  and  has  a  proper 
knowledge  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
officers  of  the  organizations,  sufficient 
time  can  be  taken  by  the  adjournment  of 
meetings,  and  the  use  of  other  reasonable 
means,  to  dissipate  any  ill  feeling  that 
may  have  been  mixed  with  the  main  ques- 
tions to  be  considered,  so  that  at  the  con- 
clusion there  can  be  an  amicable  feeling 
on  both  sides,  which  will,  of  course,  open 
the  way  for  reason  to  govern.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  a  committee  or  board,  with 
Arthur,  Clark  and  Morrissey  in  the  ma- 
jority can  be  relied  upon  to  be  honest  and 
conservative  in  its  decisions. 

Where  there  is  an  intelligent  disposi- 
tion on  both  sides  to  be  reasonable  and 
fair,  there  can  be  no  strike.  In  my  30 
years'  experience  in  handling  men,  I 
never  had  any  difficulty  in  adjusting 
grievances  or  questions  which  have  arisen 
for  consideration.  Yet  I  have  known  of 
strikes  which  were  the  result  of  ignorant 
ambition,  selfishness,  and  I  may  say  vie- 
iousness  of  the  heads  of  certain  railway 
employes'  organizations.  They  succeeded 
in  working  up  temporary  enthusiasm 
among  the  men,  and  sprung  their  de- 
mands for  unreasonable  conditions  be- 
fore their  followers  had  sufficient  time  to 
think  for  themselves,  and  while  they  were 
in  a  mood  to  enter  into  excitement,  which 
they  were  led  to  believe  would  simply  be 
a  forerunner  of  such  prosperity  as  they 
had  never  dreamed  of.  If  these  leaders 
had  not  given  their  orders  to  strike  and 
thus  force  the  issue  under  excitement,  the 
men  would  not  have  struck.  If  those  or- 
ganizations had  been  obliged  to  consult 
with  others  and  deliberate,  as  provided 
for  in  the  proposed  federation,  there 
would  have  been  no  strike.  The  time 
necessary  to  bring  about  the  meeting  of 
the  officers  of  the  federation  would  have 
defeated  the  purpose  of  the  leaders.  If, 
however,  the  members  of  their  associa- 
tions continued  in  their  disposition  to 
force  the  issue,  the  more  important  ele- 
ment for  safety  in  the  deliberation  by  the 
joint  committee  of  officers  of  the  other 
members  of  the  federation  could  be  relied 
upon  to  prevent  hasty  action,  and  I  might 
say,  the  attempted  enforcement  of  unrea- 
sonable demands. 

All  things  considered,  I  see  no  reason 
for  opposing  the  proposed  federation;  on 
the  contrary,  I  feel  that  it  had  better  be 
encouraged.  General  Manager. 

Issue  of  Oct.  23,  1901. 
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Following  is  a  letter  from  an  able  offi- 
cial whose  experience  fits  him  to  render  a 

just  judgment  upon  the  efforts  made  to 
federate: 

To  the  Editors: 

I  can  see  no  menace  to  railroads  in  snch 
federation  of  railway  employes'  organi- 
zations as  that  recently  outlined  in  the 
Railway  Age.  My  belief,  based  on  ex- 
perience, is  that  such  federation  will  have 
a  tendency  to  prevent  strikes,  rather  than 
to  encourage  them,  as  the  labor  organi- 
zations, members  of  such  federation,  not 
immediately  concerned  in  or  affected  by 
a  wage  dispute,  will  withhold  their  con- 
sent to  or  approval  of  a  strike  which  a 
labor  organization,  member  thereof, 
seeks  to  bring  about  in  order  to  enforce 
its  demands,  unless  such  demands  are 
well  grounded.  In  other  words,  the  labor 
organizations,  members  of  a  system  fed- 
eration, will,  in  the  nature  of  the  case, 
act  more  conservatively  as  a  whole  than 
any  one  of  such  labor  organizations  would, 
acting  independently. 


System  federation,  as  you  unquestion- 
ably know,  is  not  a  new  thing.  It  has 
existed  on  a  number  of  roads,  and  I  be- 
lieve still  exists  thereupon.  Four  of  the 
railway  labor  organizations  were  mem- 
bers of  a  national  federation  some  two  or 
three  years  back.  This  federation  was 
terminated  by  the  independent  with- 
drawal of  two  organizations  therefrom, 
because  such  federation  declined  to  sup- 
port a  strike,  which  they  individually 
sought  to  order  to  enforce  their  demands. 
In  my  own  experience  a  strike  which  one 
of  the  railway  labor  organizations  wanted 
to  declare,  to  enforce  its  demands,  was 
averted  by  the  federation  declining  to  au- 
thorize it. 

I  do  not  think  any  railway  manage- 
ment which  proposes  to  treat  its  employes 
equitably  has  anything  to  fear  from  sys- 
tem federation  or  railway  labor  organiza- 
tions. J.  M.  Bars. 
V.  P.  and  G.  M.  Seaboard  Air  Line. 

Portsmouth,  Va.,  October  19,  1901. 

Issue  of  Nov.  1,  1901. 


WHOLESALE  mniGRATIOJH  SCHEME. 


Among  the  many  things  that  make  us 
think  hard  at  times  and  try  to  solve  the 
problem  why  so  many  of  our  American 
workmen  are  without  homes  and  are 
struggling  for  subsistence,  is  a  clipping 
from  the  advertising  mentions  issued  by 
the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  rail- 
road, which  reads  as  follows: 

The  development  of  the  agricultural 
and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  great 
southwest  in  the  last  few  years  has  fully 
kept  pace  with  the  development  of  the 
country  at  large.  Nevertheless,  there  are 
vast  unoccupied  tracts,  besides  large  im- 
proved sections,  which  are  capable  of 
sustaining  many  times  the  present  popu- 
lation. The  Santa  Fe  has  been  quietly 
planning  a  huge  immigration  scheme, 
which  will  doubtless  result  in  establish- 
ing many  thousands  of  Italians  of  the 
better  classes  on  these  lands. 

Nearly  a  year  ago  Chevalier  J.  P.  Span- 
ier,  European  immigration  agent  for  the 
company,  established  headquarters  at 
Rome,  and  has  been  carrying  on  an  active 
and  systematic  campaign.  Over  100,000 
pamphlets  of  250  pages,  printed  in  the 
Italian  language,  have  been  circulated 
already,  in  addition  to  large  quantities  of 
other  literature  concerning  the  various 
states  and  territories  served  by  the  San- 
ta Fe. 

It  is  understood  that  the  San  Joaquin 
Valley  in  California  will  receive  particu- 
lar attention,  the  climate,  like  that  of  cer- 
tain portions  of  Texas,  resembling  that 


of  the  Italian  Peninsula;  but  all  sections 
along  the  Santa  Fe  will  be  adequately  re- 
presented. 

There  is  perhaps  no  one  but  has  heard 
something  of  the  glorious  climate  and 
productiveness  of  California,  and  have  at 
some  time  wished  that  he  might  possess 
a  share  of  its  fertile  soil,  if  nothing  more 
than  a  garden  spot.  We  have  those  in 
our  large  cities  to  whom  such  offers  as 
are  held  forth  to  foreigners  would  come 
as  a  Godsend  and  would  be  only  too  will- 
ing to  exchange  the  miseries  that  are  in- 
cident to  the  lives  they  live  for  the  free- 
dom and  happiness  that  such  a  little  tract 
would  bring  under  the  sunny  skies  of 
California.  Why,  then,  agents  should  be 
sent  out  to  bring  foreigners  to  enjoy 
these  blessings  is  more  than  we  can  under- 
stand. 

The  latest  report  of  immigration  at  the 
port  of  New  York,  which  takes  in  the 
second  quarter  of  190  i,  says  that  the  ar- 
rivals numbered  161,550,  or  21,206  more 
than  the  corresponding  season  last  year. 
Of  the  total  number  landed,  53  262  were 
Italians,  or  more  than  four  times  the 
number  of  any  other  nationality  who 
came  to  our  shores.  A  table  of  avowed 
destinations  shows  Pennsylvania's  gain 
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as  nearly  double  that  given  in  the  preced- 
ing report-34,472. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  at  this  time  to 
show  the  effects  of  such  an  influx  in  that 
community,  but  to  consider  the  proposi- 
tion why  should  these  raw  foreigners  of 
a  most  undesirable  class  be  solicited  to 
take  up  lands  in  the  most  fertile  region 
of  our  country  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
American  and  those  communities  that 
are  now  burdened  with  numbers  to  that 
extent  that  they  can  find  no  means  of 
subsistence.  Surely  the  surplus  of  Amer- 
cans  in  our  congested  cities  would  furnish 
a  more  desirable  class  of  citizens  than 
these  Italians,  who  know  nothing  of  our 
laws  and  customs.  Then  why  have  they 
been  overlooked  in  the  effort  to  secure 
tenants  for  this  land  to  which  every  Ameri- 
can feels  he  has  a  prior  right? 

A  number  of  reasons  suggest  them- 
selves to  our  mind,  but  basing  our  con- 
clusions on  the  supposition  that  our  own 
people  would  accept  these  homes  if  the 
same  proposition  were  made  them  that  is 
being  made  the  Italians,  we  find  no  rea- 
sonable excuse  that  appeals  to  the  true 
American  spirit.  It  does  not  appeal  to 
us  as  just  that  foreigners  should  be  given 
homes  amid  roses  and  orange  blossoms 
while  our  own  people  should  be  left  to 
suffer  amid  poverty  and  those  influences 
which  drive  one  to  crime  and  self-destruc- 
tion. If  the  door  is  left  open  and  we  con- 
tinue to  permit  immigrants  to  come  in 
and  take  possession  of  our  lands  without 
making  any  effort  to  relieve  the  congested 
condition  of  our  cities,  what  condition  of 
affairs  must  exist  in  one  or  two  genera- 
tions? Superabundance  of  labor  in  the 
mining  regions  of  Pennsylvania  undoubt- 
edly influenced  the  result  of  the  two 
largest  strikes  in  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try, but  will  anyone  say  that  such  in- 


fluence was  for  the  general  good  of  the 
community?  We  do  not  believe  that  the 
world  owes  any  man  a  living  without  he 
has  given  value  received  for  it  in  labor; 
but  we  do  believe  and  demand  that  we  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  exchange  our 
labor  for  more  than  the  actual  necessaries 
of  life.  We  believe  we  have  a  higher 
mission  on  this  earth  than  to  struggle  for 
a  mere  existence  and  the  production  of 
another  generation  of  wage-earners.  Our 
immigration  laws  afford  to  us  no  protec- 
tion in  this  respect,  and  they  operate  to 
tear  down  faster  than  we  can  build  up. 
Our  corporations  find  advantages  to  be 
gained  in  those  laws  that  result  in  pecun- 
iary profit  to  themselves  or  they  would 
not  engage  in  the  transportation  of  Ital- 
ians as  the  Santa  Fe  is  now  doing.  From 
whatever  point  we  view  the  situation  our 
immigration  laws  are  made  to  subserve 
purposes  that  threaten  the  welfare  of  the 
people. 

The  advancement  of  every  nation  de- 
pends upon  the  standard  of  intelligence 
of  its  subjects.  If  they  be  illiterate  they 
can  have  no  adequate  conception  of  its 
laws.  Ignorance  forms  the  central  link 
of  the  trio,  with  superstition  and  vice  on 
either  hand.  Under  such  conditions  an- 
archy is  bred  with  its  horrid  brood  and 
its  consequences  need  no  mention  at  this 
time.  Enlightenment,  therefore,  is  the 
remedy,  but  under  the  condition  of  our 
laws  that  permits  every  nationality  with 
a  single  exception  to  land  on  our  shores, 
we  cannot  hope  for  the  best  results  until 
our  immigration  laws  shall  be  so  amended 
as  to  exclude  all  those  who  cannot  attain 
to  a  specified  qualification  of  intelligence, 
namely  the  ability  to  read  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  intelligently  in 
the  English  language. 


neXICAN  CONDITIONS  A  POSER. 


The  stories  told  of  the  indignities  suf- 
fered by  Americans  employed  on  Mexican 
railroads  at  the  hands  of  Mexican  govern- 
ment officials,  consequent  upon  injury  or 
death  to  any  person  about  the  trains 
manned  by  American  crews,  is  a  subject 
that  has  been  taken  up  and  dropped  so 


often  as  to  give  the  impression  that  but 
little  if  any  reason  exists  for  govern- 
mental interference. 

As  a  general  proposition  any  grievance 
of  whatsoever  nature  loses  weight  with 
each  defeat.  Popular  opinion  is  inclined 
to  look  upon  such  matters  as  chestnuts, 


852 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


a  slang  phrase  which  seems  quite  ex* 
pressive  in  this  instance,  and  after  awhile 
fail  to  show  even  a  passing  interest  in 
what  is  going  on  beyond  the  border. 
Still,  if  we  wonld  be  our  brother's  keeper 
we  mnst  give  ear  to  his  appeal  and  relieve 
his  distress  if  possible. 

It  is  a  hard  matter  to  reach  any  definite 
line  of  action ,  however,  where  such  vari- 
ability of  opinion  exists  as  is  present 
within  our  own  membership  repiesenting 
nearly  every  Mexican  line.  On  one  hand 
we  are  furnished  with  evidence  of  ex- 
treme indignities  and  injustice;  on  the 
other  comes  denials  that  such  indignities 
exist,  or,  if  they  do  exist,  are  claimed  to 
be  isolated  cases  which  are  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule.  We  are  inclined  to 
believe  that  both  are  sincere  and  that 
both  describe  the  conditions  that  exist  in 
their  respect  communities. 

Assuming  this  to  be  a  fact  we'must  ad- 
mit that  Mexican  laws  are  not  adminis- 
tered equitably  in  all  parts  of  the  repub- 
lic. If  this  be  true  then  Mexican  officers 
are  lax  in  their  duties  in  prosecution  of 
violations  of  the  law  in  those  portions  of 
the  state  in  which  long  imprisonments 
without  hearing  should  be  the  rule;  or 
else  they  go  beyond  their  authority  in 
adopting  drastic  measures  in  that  com- 
munity where  justice  should  be  the  rule. 
With  these  reports  coming  as  they  do 
from  our  own  members,  and  representing 
cases  that  have  come  under  their  own  ob- 
servation, we  cannot  overlook  the  fact 
that  there  must  be  grounds  for  complaint 
which  the  mould  of  circumstances,  per- 
haps, in  other  more  favored  localities 
never  brought  upon  those  so  situated. 
We  take  it  for  granted  that  the  same 
spirit  of  adherence  to  the  laws  is  intended 
to  prevail  throughout  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  as  in  the  several  states  of  the 
United  States.  If  this  be  true  it  goes  to 
show  that  the  laws  of  that  republic  are 
poorly  administered,  but  if  by  continued 
examples  of  injustice  in  one  community 
only,  where  appeals  to  the  president  are 
pigeon-holed  and  the  law  is  taken  into 
the  hands  of  a  few  who  do  as  they  please, 
it  may  safely  be  taken  as  an  indication  of 
the  natural  hatred  of  the  Gringo,  whom 
they  wish  to  exclude  from  their  country. 
Under  this  condition  of  affairs  we  can 
understand  how  any  offense  is  magnified 


to  appear  in  its  worst  form  and  how  they 
would  stretch  their  laws  to  make  punish- 
ment as  severe  as  possible.  Yet,  even 
this  being  the  case  there  surely  must  be 
a  basis  upon  which  all  cases  of  a  like 
nature  are  tried  and  judgment  rendered 
in  accordance  therewith.  If  the  officers 
of  any  community  are  exceeding  the 
authority  vested  in  them  and  are  given  to 
imposing  false  or  unnatural  terms  of  im- 
prisonment, an  appeal  to  the  head  of  the 
government  setting  forth  all  the  facts 
had  ought  to  be  all  that  is  necessary  to 
secure  a  correction  of  the  evil  and  a  uni- 
form observance  of  the  intent  of  the  law. 
Efforts  to  this  end  have  repeatedly  been 
made  through  the  proper  channel  in  the 
person  of  our  consul.  Just  what  methods 
he  adopted  to  ascertain  the  facts  outside 
a  few  inquiries  of  the  railway  officials  we 
will  never  know,  but  that  which  we  do 
know  is  that  he  never  made  it  his  per- 
sonal business  to  inquire  into  the  details 
through  his  imprisoned  subject  or  his 
representative.  It  may  be  asked  why  so 
little  interest  is  shown  by  our  consul 
when  British  subjects  are  protected  so 
well  by. the  British  consul.  We  can  only 
express  an  opinion  founded  upon  condi- 
tions as  they  exist,  which  point  very 
strongly  to  disinterest,  bat  the  border 
papers  and  the  Pueblo- (Colo.)  Chieftain 
have  developed  evidence  which,  if  true 
presents  a  far  stronger  reason  why 
Americans  are  left  without  protection  in 
that  country.  The  Chieftain  says  that 
most  American  consular  representatives 
are  interested  in  mining  or  development 
schemes.  *  *  *  They  cannot  jeopar- 
dize their  own  interests  by  antagonizing 
the  government.  This  case,  therefore, 
resolves  itself  into  the  simple  proposition 
that  a  deaf  ear  to  the  sufferings  and 
wrongs  to  American  citizens  is  one  of  the 
conditions  of  personal  gain  for  our  con- 
sular representatives  and  that  the  duties 
of  the  office  is  a  secondary  consideration. 
Just  why  evidence  is  not  gathered  by 
employes  on  Mexican  railroads,  to  prove 
that  this  condition  of  affairs  actually 
exists,  we  do  not  know,  but  we  are  no 
less  in  the  dark  upon  this  matter  than  we 
are  in  determining  reasons  why  those 
who  write  to  us  about  specific  cases,  in- 
sist upon  writing  under  a  nom  de  plume 
and  why  the  principals  themselves  do 
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not  come  oat  in  open  accusation  against 
the  government  and  the  railroads.  We 
want  to  conserve  the  interests  of  the 
men  in  every  way  possible,  bnt  at  the 
same  time  we  wish  to  be  fair  to  all  con- 
cerned. Tangible  evidence,  supported  by 
the  affidavits  of  reputable  American  citi- 
zens would  afford  the  speediest  means  of 
getting  to  the  bottom  of  these  alleged 
difficulties,  but  for  some  reason  the  sub- . 
jects  seem  content  to  suffer  in  silence, 
leaving  some  one  else  to  recite  their 
grievances. 

Contributor  from  Tucson,  Arizona,  gives 
in  this  issue  an  account  of  an  unreason- 
able imprisonment,  without  hearing,  of 
two  crews  held  for  killing  a  Mexican 
soldier  in  a  rear  end  collision.  None  will 
doubt  the  truth  of  the  statement,  but  in 
the  absence  of  satisfactory  evidence,  evi- 
dence supported  by  the  affidavits  of  wit- 
nesses and  principals,  what  ground  is 
there  to  support  the  claim  that  an  in- 
justice was  done  our  citizens,  or,  for  that 
matter,  that  such  an  accident  occurred  at 
all?  One  correspondent  inquires  what  our 
Order  is  for  and  why  Grand  Officers  are 
not  sent  to  Mexico  to  turn  that  govern- 
ment over  our  knee  after  the  fashion  a 


parent  would  administer  punishment  to 
an  unruly  youth.  Our  good  friend,  Diaz, 
would  hardly  receive  such  committee 
when  the  representative  of  our  govern- 
ment had  not  vouched  tor  our  authority 
to  act  for  him  in  international  affairs.  - 
Our  Grand  Officers  might  confer  with 
Mexican  railway  officials  and  secure  their 
promise  to  aid  in  getting  speedy  hear- 
ings for  their  men,  but  we  all  know  that 
they  would  not  consent  to  aid  us  in 
recommending  a  law  that  would  hold  the 
railways  responsible  for  the  acts  of  their 
agents. 

From  whatever  viewpoint  we  look  at 
the  matter  we  can  see  no  reasonable 
hope,  except  through  our  consular  rep- 
resentatives, unless  the  men  themselves 
will  take  a  little  more  interest  in  their 
welfare  and  the  welfare  of  those  employed 
with  them,  and  furnish  accurate  data 
concerning  these  outrages,  supported  by 
affidavits.  Our  Grand  Chief  Conductor 
will  lend  every  effort  in  his  power  if  tangi- 
ble evidence  is  given  him  of  outrage  or 
injustice  to  our  members,  but  so  long  as 
none  is  willing  to  assume  that  duty, 
everybody  must  acknowledge  that  he  is 
helpless  to  serve  the  men  who  complain. 


A  CLEARING  OP  THE  FOG. 


When  we  look  backward  to  the  con- 
ception of  our  noble  institution  and  note 
its  gradually  increasing  size  and  influ- 
ence we  can  hardly  conceive  what  the  in- 
fluences were  that  brought  it  to  its  pres- 
ent state  of  development.  Springs  of 
thought  like  the  pure  water  that  trickles 
from  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  first  gave 
birth  to  the  idea  of  a  union  of  conductors, 
then  joined  by  others  the  volume  became 
greater  until,  fed  by  thousands  of  tribu- 
taries, it  has  attained  a  size  and  influ- 
ence that  in  the  beginning  was  but 
faintly  conceived.  If  it  were  possible  to 
trace  each  tributary  to  its  original  source 
what  an  infinite  net  work  of  thought  it 
would  present!  We  lose  sight  of  the 
vastness  of  this  net  work  when  we  look 
upon  its  present  perfect  state,  much  as 
a  man  loses  sight  of  the  hundreds  of 
footsteps  and  moves  he  makes  after  he 
has  brought  in  a  train  that  he  has  picked 


up  car  by  car.  Certain  features  of  the 
work  are  recorded  and  preserved,  such 
as  record  of  cars  handled,  etc.,  but  no 
account  is  given  of  the  tiresome  steps 
taken  or  of  the  difficulties  met  with  in 
bringing  the  train  safe  to  its  destination. 
So,  we  have  recorded  in  the  archives  of 
the  Order  the  chief  accomplishments 
only,  and  no  record  of  the  millions  of 
ideas  expressed  and  unexpressed  that 
have  revolved  in  thousands  of  minds 
toward  one  end— the  good  of  the  Order 
and  the  upbuilding  of  an  institution  that 
shall  stand  a  monument  to  their  wisdom 
long  after  their  bodies  have  returned  to 
dust. 

Each  step  that  marks  the  improvement, 
advancement  or  development  in  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  men  associates  the  mind 
with  a  magnificent  network  of  thought 
all  concentrated  toward  one  point,  yet 
having  such  a  variability  of  application 
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as  to  reach  each  and  every  member  and 
influence  him  individually.  We  know 
that  many  refining  influences  have  been 
to  work,  as  will  be  seen  by  contrasting 
the  men  in  service  today  with  those  of 
.  only  a  few  years  ago.  They  are  the  same 
men,  generally  speaking,  but  the  influ- 
ences we  have  mentioned  have  created 
different  sentiments  within  them  and 
awakened  new  ambitions.  Morality  is 
increasing  at  that  rate  that  social  bar- 
riers are  breaking  down  everywhere  and 
the  hearts  that  once  turned  against  us 
are  now  open  to  receive  us.  Still,  we  are 
talking  of  results  when  we  refer  to  these 
facts— and  it  is  results  we  are  after.  No 
word  of  reproach  is  intended  to  apply  to 
our  old  has-beens  in  these  lines.  On  the 
contrary  they  have  been  the  pioneers 
that  have  done  the  grubbing  and  logging 
to  clear  the  ground.  In  their  minds  orig- 
inated the  noble  purpose  of  erecting  this 
noble  monument — The  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors;  but  who  shall  ever  know  the 
labor  spent  to  this  end?  Whose  mind  is 
great  enough  to  grasp  the  whole  proposi- 
tion and  trace  each  tributary  to  its  foun- 
tain head,  accrediting  the  millions  of 
ideas,  both  useful  and  useless,  to  each 
contributor?  No  one  but  that  supreme 
Being  who  will  mete  out  our  just  re- 
wards. 

We  look  back  to  the  deplorable  condi- 
tion that  existed  among  the  men  less 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  Igno- 
rance, superstition  and  vice  in  many 
forms  held  sway  over  a  majority.  There 
is  no  old  timer  but  can  relate  instances 
in  which  one  of  these  or  perhaps  all  were 
developed  in  some  one  of  their  acquaint- 
ances. One  by  one  they  have  disappeared 
like  the  fog  that  hangs  over  the  lowlands 
with  the  rising  of  the  sun,  and  only  a 
trace  here  and  there  of  vice  remains  as  a 
relic  of  the  days  when  the  name  railroad 
man  was  a  synonym  for  all  that  was  low 
and  depraved.  Should  it  not  appeal  to  us 
that  we  clear  the  atmosphere  of  our  Or- 
der by  every  possible  effort,  recognizing 
the  reward  that  has  already  come  to  us 
for  our  efforts? 

We  may  safely  say  that  ignorance  and 
superstition  have  left  but  a  trace  which 
soon  dissolve  with  the  efforts  that  are 
being  made  to  enlighten  the  mind  of  the 
conductor.  Vice,  too,  in  certain  forms  is 


melting  away  before  the  .beneficent  influ- 
ences of  our  Order;  still  there  are  certain 
forms  that  exist  that  do  not  offer  as  good 
opportunity  for  attack  as  others;  one  of 
these  is  dishonesty.  We  have  opportuni- 
ty to  judge  of  the  improvement  in  habits, 
manners  and  speech  in  any  individual, 
but  we  have  no  way  of  determining 
whether  or  not  he  is  honest.  This  one 
vice,  that  seems  inherent  in  certain  indi- 
viduals, has  come  down  through  all  these 
years  like  a  hereditary  disease  that 
claims  its  victim  here  and  there,  thus  in- 
viting the  suspicions  of  the  public  upon 
the  entire  craft.  And  we  may  safely 
term  it  a  disease — a  mania  that  deprives 
the  brain  of  its  reasoning  powers;  for 
what  man  in  his  right  mind  would  bar- 
ter his  long  services  beginning  with 
brakeman,  taking  into  consideration  the 
stormy  nights,  the  sleety  decks,  the  nar- 
row escapes  from  death  in  a  hundred 
different  ways,  the  responsibilities  inci- 
dent to  running  freight  and  the  hard- 
ships that  go  with  it— for  that  paltry  pit- 
tance that  comes  dishonorably  and  sub- 
jects him  to  dismissal,  disgrace  and  the 
contempt  of  his  fellows?  Admonitions  to 
this  class  have  no  effect >  in  changing 
their  minds;  if  if  did  the  examples  af- 
forded by  the  derision  that  has  been  vis- 
ited upon  their  fellows  before  them  ought 
to  open  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  a  thief 
is  a  despicable  object  in  the  eyes  of  true 
conductors.  The  man  who  errs  in  other 
things  may  hope  for  intercession  in  bis 
behalf  by  those  who  are  bound  by  solemn 
ties  to  relieve  a  Brother  in  distress,  but 
there  are  no  hopes  in  this  direction  for 
those  who  have  forfeited  the  respect  of 
their  fellow  men  and  their  position  in  so- 
ciety by  stooping  to  dishonest  practices. 
The  man  who  engages  in  short  fare  work 
,  or  merchandise  exchange  knows  that  he 
is  inviting  dismissal  from  the  company's 
services  every  time  he  does  a  crooked  act; 
yet  strange  to  say,  his  brain  fails  to 
weigh  the  awful  consequences.  The  pa- 
tient little  wife,  who  has  shared  all  his 
trials  and  has  been  a  comfort  to 
him  in  his  struggle  for  the  reward 
that  follows  the  hardships  incident 
to  freight  service,  is  lost  sight  of 
when  temptation  assails  him;  his  fel- 
lows whom  he  knows  would  condemn  him 
are  forgotten;  the  esteem  of  his  superifl- 
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tendent  is  regarded  as  a  haven  of  safety 
in  case  storms  overtake  him,  if  perchance 
it  is  thought  of  at  all.  Blind  to  his  own  dan- 
ger and  the  disgrace  he  is  inviting  upon 
the  innocent  wife  and  children,  he  goes 
on  until  the  blow  falls;  then  there  is  an 
awakening.  She  who  has  shared  his 
trials  in  happiness  is  now  called  upon  to 
share  his  disgrace.  Those  who  were  as- 
sociated with  him  are  overshadowed  by 
his  disgraceful  act  and  in  the  judgment  of 
the  public  the  conclusion  that  all  conduc- 
tors are  thieves,  receives  new  impetus 
and  the  result  is  that  innocent  men  must 
suffer  the  gibes  and  jeers  of  a  lot  of  pess- 
imists, who  delight  in  holding  the  craft 
up  as  objects  of  derision  at  all  times. 
Society  receives  the  shock  quietly  and 
closes  its  doors  against  the  transgressor. 
The  world  assumes  a  new  demeanor  to- 
ward the  man  and  he  soon  learns  that  he 
is  a  shunned  object  among  those  who 
held  him  in  highest  esteem.  He  cannot 
appeal  to  any  person  for  there  is  no 
gm ad  upon  which  to  base  an  appeal,  if 
he  is  guilty.  The  officers  of  his  own  Divi- 
sion and  the  Grand  Division,  if  he  be  a 
member,  look  upon  him  with  pity  and 
contempt.  No  one  has  sympathy  for  him 
except  her  whom  he  wronged  most  of  all, 
and  even  in  her  tearful  eyes  he  can  detect 
a  chiding  look.  Of  course,  there  is  that 
consolation  that  he  can  go  far  away  and 
begin  anew,  but  nothing  will  atone  for 
the  sacrifice  his  dishonest  acts  have 
brought  upon  him. 

Our  text  is  not  based  upon  an  imagin- 
ary proposition  by  any  means,  but  has 
come  out  of  some  very  painful  facts. 
Those  persons  we  have  in  mind  were 
among  the  last  upon  which  our  suspi- 
cions would  have  fallen,  thus  demonstra- 
ting what  we  have  said  in  being  unable  to 
reach  certain  vices  that  exist  because 
they  are  not  of  a  kind  we  can  see.  Out- 
ward indications  may  indicate  a  whole- 


some development  of  character  and  leave 
no  clew  that  the  brain  has  hidden  in  its 
cells  a  mania  that  clouds  discretion  under 
under  certain  conditions.  It  is  not  possi- 
ble to  place  any  definite  safeguard  around 
those  so  afflicted  as  is  possible  in  other 
vices.  We  can  only  appeal  to  their  man- 
hood and  to  all  that  their  hearts  hold 
dear,  hoping  that  the  words  we  speak 
will  be  like  bread  cast  upon  the  waters. 

If  we  knew  them  personally  and  could 
make  a  personal  appeal  to  each  we  would 
argue  the  matter  from  a  business  stand- 
point and  attempt  to  show  them  that  the 
evolution  of  affairs  in  railroading  have 
undergone  a  marked  change  since  the 
time  when  the  conductor  was  monarch  of 
all  he  surveyed  and  ran  his  train  to  suit 
himself  only.  Leaks  in  the  train  line  are 
indicated  on  the  gauge, so  modern  methods 
in  the  auditing  departments  have  made  it 
possible  to  discover  leaks  in  the  receipts, 
whether  in  tickets  or  cash.  Sober  reflec- 
tion upon  what  must  surely  follow  every 
engagement  in  dishonest  practices  ought 
to  restrain  every  man  from  crime.  He 
knows  that  it  means  exile  to  him  in  more 
senses  than  one.  He  knows  that  it  in- 
vites disgrace  upon  his  loved  ones.  He 
knows  that  it  means  a  sacrifice  of  all  that 
years  of  toil  have  brought  to  him.  He 
knows  that  he  is  putting  himself  beyond 
the  power  of  his  fellows  to  help  him.  He 
knows  that  he  is  branded  a  thief.  If  there 
is  a  greater  restraining  influence  than  is 
embodied  in  these  several  truths,  we  do 
not  know  what  it  is. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  the  last  victim 
has  reached  the  headsman's  block  and 
that  the  executions  that  have  taken  place 
will  be  the  medium  through  which  we 
reach  a  higher  plane  in  the  upbuilding  of 
character  of  the  men  employed  in  run- 
ning trains. 

Whatever  the  temptation,  boys,  don't 
do  it! 


REL.IBP  PUWD. 

The  remarks  on  this  subject  contained  Grand  Division,  with  practical  unanimity, 
in  the  letter  of  Brother  S.  A.  Geasey,  of  recognized  the  fact  that  in  order  to  con- 
Division  187,  Sanbury,  Pa.,  in  the  Fra*  duct  a  successful  and  safe  insurance  de- 
ternal  columns  of  this  number. lead  us  to  partment,  it  was  necessary  to  conduct  it 
make  some  little  editorial  comment.  The    on  strictly  business  principles.  There 
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was  a  marked  and  general  interest  on  the 
part  of  our  membership  in  the  welfare  of 
a  goodly  number  of  aged  and  disabled 
Brothers,  which  assumed  tangible  form 
and  practical  shape  in  the  enactment  of 
the  law  providing  for  the  establishment 
and  disbursement  of  the  Relief  Fund. 
The  disposition  and  purpose  of  the  Grand 
Division  to  furnish  relief  to  needy  Broth- 
ers was  a  strong  exemplification  of  prac- 
tical fraternity.  The  law  was  enacted  by 
the  Grand  Division,  and  if,  after  fair 
trial,  it  proves  to  be  unsatisfactory  or 
objectionable,  it  can  be  changed  by  the 
next  Grand  Division,  but  criticism  of  the 
law  should  be  based  in  thorough  under- 
standings of  the  situation  and  fair  pre- 
sentation of  the  same.  It  is  true  that 
quite  a  number  of  members  were  sus- 
pended on  account  of  failure  to  pay  this 
assessment.  Many  of  them  have  already 
reinstated  themselves  and  many  more 
will  do  so.  There  were  more  or  less  mis- 
understandings as  to  the  proper  applica- 
tion of  this  law,  as  there  always  are  in 
connection  with  any  new  law  which  has 
to  be  handled  by  so  many  Divisions.  The 
levying  and  collection  of  this  assessment 
has  not  been  attended  with  any  friction 
nor  with  any  loss  of  membership  that  is 
in  any  sense  alarming.  On  the  contrary, 
we  believe  that  the  exhibition  of  true 
fraternal  feeling  on  the  part  of  our  mem- 
bership, as  represented  by  their  delegates 
in  the  Grand  Division,  has  done  much  to 
strengthen  confidence  in  the  Order  and 
has  undoubtedly  done  more  or  less  to 
attract  new  members  to  the  Order. 

The  Brother  says:  "If  it  is  no  good 
only  to  western  people,  let  us  put  it  out 
of  existence.  If  it  proves  to  be  a  good 
thing,  then  let  us  push  it  ahead  with  all 
our  might."  Any  theory  that  the  opera- 
tion of  that  law  will  be  of  more  benefit 
to  the  members  of  one  locality  than  an- 
other is  the  purest  imagination.  Every 
member  of  the  Order  who  is  in  such  con- 
dition as  to  justify  his  making  applica- 
tion for  benefits  from  this  fund  has  the 
same  right  and  opportunity  as  any  other 
member  to  apply  for  such  benefits,  and 
every  case  will  stand  or  fall  on  its  own 
merits  after  having  been  judiciously  and 
carefully  considered  by  the  ones  who  are 
charged  with  the  duty  of  disbursing  this 


fund;  and  that  regardless  of  what  sec- 
tion of  the  country  he  hails  from.  The 
Grand  Division  sought  to  provide  relief 
for  needy  Brothers  of  the  Order.  If  a 
Brother  be  needy,  what  matters  it  where 
he  happens  to  reside  ? 

We  cordially  endorse  the  sentiment: 
"If  it  proves  to  be  a  good  thing,  then  let 
us  push  it  ahead  with  all  our  might." 
There  can  be  no  question  that  it  will 
prove  to  be  a  good  thing  for  many  a  poor 
Brother  and  his  loved  ones.  The  very 
worst  that  it  can  possibly  do  to  the  aver- 
age member  is  to  require  him  to  pay 
$1.00  per  year  for  the  assistance  of  his 
unfortunate  Brothers.  Let  us  withold 
unfavorable  comment  until  we  have  had 
a  little  opportunity  to  find  out  whether 
"it  proves  to  be  a  good  thing,"  or 
whether  the  opposite  will  be  the  case. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  at 
this  writing  formal  applications  for  relief 
from  this  fund  have  been  received  as  fol- 
lows: 

From  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  1;  Newton,  Kas., 
1;  Toronto,  Ont.,  1;  Temple,  Texas,  1; 
Mason  City,  Iowa,  1;  North  Platte,  Neb., 
2;  Trenton,  Mo.,  2;  East  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
1;  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  1;  Detroit,  Mich.,  5; 
La  Crosse,  Wis.,  1;  Aurora,  111.,  1; 
Beardstown,  111.,  1;  Louisville,  Ky.,  1; 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  1;  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
1;  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  1;  San  Francisco, 
1;  Huntington,  Ind.,  1;  Ogden,  Utah,  1; 
Omaha,  Neb.,  2;  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  1; 
Rawlins,  Wyo.,  1;  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
1;  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  2;  Boston,  Mass  , 
3;  Parsons,  Kas.,  1;  Ft.  Scott,  Kas.,  1; 
Altoona,  Pa.,  1;  Memphis,  Tenn.,  1; 
Jackson,  Mich.,  1;  Sunbury.  Pa.,  1;  Sagi- 
naw, Mich.,  1;  Augusta,  Ga.,  1;  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  1;  Lexington,  Ky.,  1;  Colora- 
do Springs,  Colo.,  1;  San  Luis  Potosi, 
Mexico,  1;  Goodland,  Kas.,  1;  Marceline, 
Mo.,  1;  La  Grande,  Ore.,  1;  Columbia, 
Pa.,  1;  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  1;  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  1;  Pueblo,  Coio.,1;  Roodhouse,  111., 
1;  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  1;  Hinton,  W.  Va.,  1; 
Alliance,  Ohio,  1;  Cleburne,  Texas,  1; 
Marion,  Iowa,  2;  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  1;  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.,  2;  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  1— a 
total  of  66  applications.  Of  these  43  have 
been  approved,  11  have  been  declined 
and  12  are  under  consideration  or  in  pro- 
cess of  adjustment.   In  addition  to  these 
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there  are  24  proofs  in  the  hands  of  appli- 
cants which  have  not  yet  been  formally 
filed. 

A  Brother  who  has  been  practically 
helpless  for  some  time  from  locomotor 
ataxia,  and  who  has  been  granted  an  al- 
lowance from  the  Relief  Fund,  writes  as 
follows: 

"We  cannot  express  the  gratitude  we 
feel.  A  few  days  before  we  received  our 
allowance,  we  were  advised  that  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  to  have  me  go  to 
the  home  for  incurables  in  Chicago,  as 
my  disease  was  of  a  nature  which  required 
assistance  both  night  and  day,  and  the 
rules  of  the  Masonic  Home  would  not  ad- 
mit me.  I  have  been  affiliated  with  that 
society  in  different  ranks  and  degrees  for 
twenty  years.  They  said  they  would  pro- 
vide for  Mrs.  C.in  the  hospital,  where  she 
could  have  treatment  until  she  could  have 
employment  there.  They  said  as  I  was 
totally  and  permanently  disabled,  with 
no  possible  hope  for  recovery,  this  would 
provide  a  permanent  home  for  me  and  re- 
lieve my  wife  of  the  burden  of  caring  for 
me  and  it  would  be  the  best  way  to  ar- 
range for  our  support.  They  expressed 
regret  at  the  necessity  of  such  arrange 
ment  but  could  see  no  other  way.  It  was 
awful  to  think  of  separating  me  from  the 
one  who  is  my  only  comfort  on  earth  and 
all  I  have  to  care  or  live  for.   When  she 


heard  of  the  arrangement,  she  broke 
down  and  wept  until  prostrated.  But, 
thank  God  and  the  Order  of  Railway  Con- 
ductors, we  are  rescued  from  such  a  situ- 
ation. Now  we  are  located  by  ourselves 
in  a  very  modest  but  neat  little  cottage, 
and  are  happier  than  we  have  been  for 
four  years. 

"I  have  made  considerableeffort  to  have 
my  insurance  claim  allowed  by  the  Order 
and  my  friends  have  made  strong  efforts 
in  the  same  direction.  I  have  given  this 
matter  a  great  deal  of  study  and  have  no 
hesitancy  in  saying  that  no  company  or 
association  in  the  country  furnishes  a 
better  system  or  a  more  fair  or  conserva- 
tive manner  of  doing  insurance  business 
than  does  the  O.  R.  C.  When  my  claim 
was  disallowed,  I  began  to  give  the  mat- 
ter study  and  the  above  conviction  is  the 
result  of  such  study.  Where  is  there  an- 
other insurance  company  who  will  pro- 
tect a  Brother's  insurance  as  mine  is  be- 
ing protected?  A  very  small  portion  of 
the  principal  is  being  absorbed,  there  is 
no  possibility  of  my  forfeiting,  and  I  know 
that  it  is  safe." 

This  is  one  of  a  number  of  similar  cases 
that  have  been  relieved  through  the  Re- 
lief Fund  and  it  is  impossible  that  one 
can  know  of  such  a  case  and  not  feel  that 
it  is  a  privilege  to  donate  to  the  Fund. 


PREVIOUS  RECORD  A  FOR  EnFLOYi^EWT. 


The  report  of  the  president  of  the  New 
York  State  Free  Employment  Bureau  em- 
bodies the  following  language: 

Business  principles  are  applied  to  the 
work  of  the  Bureau.  Care  is  taken  that 
the  character  and  ability  of  the  people 
seeking  to  place  their  labor  on  the  mar- 
ket through  this  Bureau  is  a  part  of  our 
record.  Inquiry  is  made  from  former 
employers  with  a  view  to  establishing 
this  fact,  and  on  this  basis  they  are  em- 
ployed and  take  their  places  amongst  the 
producers.  Every  statement  made  as  to 
where  employed,  nature  of  employment, 
duration  of  same  and  ability  to  perform 
the  work  is  strictly  investigated  before 
they  are  introduced  to  employers.  On 
the  other  hand,  care  is  taken  that  our 
employes  are  introduced  only  to  employ- 
ers who  will  live  out  their  part  of  the  con- 
tract. 


We  see  no  reason  why  success  should 
not  attend  an  institution  governed  on 
these  lines.  No  institution  can  long  en- 
joy the  confidence  of  its  patrons  if  the 
service  of  that  institution  is  not  satisfac- 
tory. No  service  can  possibly  be  satis- 
factory until  it  gives  to  the  employer  just 
what  he  is  looking  for,  both  as  to  ability 
and  responsibility,  and  to  the  applicant 
the  character  of  the  employer  who  seeks 
his  services.  The  function  of  the  Bureau 
is  to  bring  about  this  end  and  thus  es- 
tablish the  basic  principle  of  harmonious 
relations  between  employe  and  employer. 
Under  the  old  style  of  operation  no  one 
knew  whom  he  was  employing  nor  no 
applicant  knew  anything  of  his  employer. 
Both  were  frequently  imposed  upon  by  the 
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other,  and  the  only  safe  investor  in  the 
proposition  was  the  shark  who  operated  the 
so-called  employment  agency.  Under  the 
state's  operation  of  employment  bureaus 
the  applicant  has  the  character  of  the  em- 
ployer laid  before  him  just  as  the  em- 
ploye's character  has  been  laid  before  the 
employer.  If  they  are  mutually  satisfied 
with  their  estimate  of  the  other,  a  feeling 
of  confidence  is  at  once  established  that 
is  productive  to  the  interests  of  both. 

In  this  connection  we  might  mention 
that  the  same  necessity  exists  for  having 
accurate  data  concerning  all  that  employ- 
ers require  should  it  be  determined.in  the 
future  to  establish  employment  offices  in 
connection  with  our  own  institution.  The 
strongest  argument  that  can  be  used  to 
demonstrate  this  necessity  is  to  look  at 
the  matter  from  the  employer's  view 
point.  At  present  we  only  see  it  from 
our  own,  but  if  we  would  be  just  in 
the  matter  we  must  admit  that  the  em- 
ployer has  just  as  much  right  to  know  all 
about  our  record  as  we  have  to  know  all 


about  the  conditions  which  obtain  if  we 
take  service  under  him.  Confidence  in  the 
Bureau  at  New  York  is  so  well  established 
that  many  employers  depend  directly  up- 
on it  for  their  help,  and  in  one  instance 
cited  by  the  superintendent  the  employer 
said  that  unless  the  Bureau  was  able  to 
furnish  the  help  he  needed  he  would  have 
to  close  his  establishment.  This  brings 
two  propositions  to  mind:  First,  that  he 
would  not  employ  labor  he  knew  nothing 
about,  and  second,  that  he  operated  his 
business  with  only  efficient  help,  and  that 
in  his  opinion  such  help  could  only  be 
secured  through  the  Bureau  itself.  Both 
propositions  undoubtedly  constitute  one 
good  reason  why  many  others  look  to  the 
Free  State  Bureau  for  their  help,  and  we 
believe  as  the  institution  grows  in  years 
its  moral  worth  will  be  so  fully  recog- 
nized that  it  will  do  all  the  legitimate 
business  of  the  state  and  confine  tbe 
business  now  done  by  so-called  agencies 
to  "fake  work"  that  shall  point  them  out 
to  the  police  as  violators  of  tbe  law. 


A  DIFFERENCE. 


CBBTKDDB  THERESA  CLARK. 


Sometimes  I'm  'ist  as  awful  bad 

As  ever  I  can  be 
An'  nen  my  Pa  be  says. "  'ist  wait ! 

An'  he  will  tend  to  me  1" 
An'  nen  I'm  scared  an'  wisht  tbe  floor 

Wonld  let  me  'way  down  through. 
Because  my  Pa  he  always  does 

The  things  be  says  he'H  do ! 

But  when  I'm  naughty  to  my  Ma. 

Or  been  a  tellin'  lies. 
She  never  talks,  bnt  I  can  see 

The  sorry  in  her  eyes. 
An'  nen  I  tell  myself  'at  I 

Ain't  sorry  an'  don't  care- 
But  I  don't  want  to  play  an'  'ist 

Keep  h  an  gin'  'round  ber  chair  I 

Somehow.  I  don't  feel  naughty  then 
The  way  I  did  before. 


An'  pretty  soon  I  wonder  if 

She  loves  me  any  more. 
It  makes  me  feel  so  all  alone— 

An'  sumpin's  in  my  eye 
'At  goes  a  hoppin'  down  my  nose— 

An'  I  bust  out  to  cry. 

Nen  Ma.  she  lays  ber  sewin'  down 

An'  takes  me  on  her  knee 
An'  hugs  me  tigbt  up  in  ber  arms 

An'  cries  along  'ith  me. 
An'  nen  we  love  each  other  hard. 

'1st  like  we  did  before! 
An'  I  'ist  know  I'll  never  be 

So  naughty  any  more ! 
An'  I  am  lots  a  gooder  boy 

When  I've  made  up  'ith  Ma. 
Than  when  I've  bad  to  go  an'  take 

A  lickin'  from  my  Pa! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No  communication  will  be  used  unlets  the  name  of  the  author  is  furnished  us. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  93  did  not  close  her  doors  during:  vaca- 
tion, and  although  no  great  advance  was  made, 
she  quietly  kept  pace  with  the  great  body  of  sister 
Auxiliaries— a  fair  attendance,  but  the  October 
meeting  brought  out  the  gratifying  number  of 
twenty-one  members  and  an  additional  little  visi- 
tor in  the  person  of  Sister  John  White's  baby  boy. 
Now  Sisters,  all,  by  your  presence  in  the  hall  will 
grow  an  added  interest,  and  no  other  way.  It  cer- 
tainly will  prove  a  great  inspiration  to  our  ever 
faithful  Presidents,  which  it  has  been  our  good  for- 
tune to  secure.  If  members  no  not  feel  it  their 
dutv  or  exhibit  interest  enough  to  support  the  of 
fleers  in  chair,  why,  tbe  result  is.  no  one  will  take 
chairs.  While  "united  we  stand,  divided  we  fall" 
or  fail,  and  who  is  responsible?  It  is  surely  absurd  to 
sit  back  and  cast  blame  on  those  who  tried  their 
best.  This  is  for  thought ful  consideration  regard- 
ing all  Auxiliaries,  not  as  one  actual  condition.  I 
would  not  imply,  only  show  the  danger  color  and 
clear  the  track.  Much  good  can  be  done  and  many 
burdens  carried,  only  everyone  at  his  or  her  post, 
and  tbe  train  will  move  with  all  aboard. 

September  found  a  party  of  twenty.  II  think,  of 
our  Auxiliary  setting  out  in  the  gray  dawn  of  the 
morning  for  the  salt  sea  breezes  of  York  Beach, 
but  the  day  unfortunately  proved  "misty  moisty." 
dampening  what  would  otherwise  have  been  a 
clear,  polished,  good  time.  Rumor  has  it  that  a 
supper  and  social  is  materializing  at  this  writing. 
The  time  for  electing  new  officers  is  close  upon 
us.  and  desiring  to  pass  my  pen  along  to  my  suc- 
cessor, whoever  it  may  be.  I  will  now  bid  all  God 
speed.  Mxs.  L.  C.  Flanders. 

Concord.  N.  H. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  our  correspondent  has  returned  from  the 
country,  where  she  has  spent  most  of  the  summer, 
we  have  been  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  from  144. 
bat  think  she  has  forgotten  she  is  correspondent. 
Our  ink  was  missing  a  few  meetings  ago  and  we 
were  sure  there  would  be  a  long  letter  from  144. 
but  we  have  failed  to  see  it.  We  have  a  very  fine 
lodge  and  it  would  be  much  better  if  the  Sisters 
would  attend  more  regularly.  The  punctual  at- 
tendance ef  the  members  means  success  and  also 
encourages  the  officers  who  have  a  duty  to  per- 
form. How  often  do  we  hear  the  response  of  some 


Sister  when  asked  why  she  was  not  present.  "I 
did  not  know  it  was  meeting  day."  or  "I  forgot  all 
about  it."  I  think  it  is  necessary  that  every  mem- 
ber be  present  at  the  meetings  and  give  her 
assistance  in  every  possible  manner  and  be  con- 
versant with  all  that  is  being  done  in  the  lodge 
room.  A  close  attendance  at  meetings  will  create 
a  better  feeling  among  the  members  than  can 
otherwise  be  attained.  We  are  looking  forward 
with  great  interest  to  the  school  of  instruction  to 
be  held  here  some  time  this  winter.  We  are  ex- 
pecting some  new  members  by  transfer  soon. 

Brother  Shell  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  left 
hand,  but  glad  to  report  him  getting  along  nicely. 
Brothers  Hope.  Shelly  and  Johnson  have  adopted 
the  wise  plan  of  taking  to  themselver  a  partner 
for  life.  We  extend  our  best  wishes  and  hope  this 
means  new  members  for  the  Auxiliary. 

Knoxville.  Tenn.  A  Member. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

A  month  has  passed  since  the  death  of  our  much 
loved  President  Yet  the  nation  still  mourns,  but 
why  should  we  mourn?  For  he  died  as  he  lived, 
full  of  joy  and  hope.  So  can  we,  as  a  people,  if  we 
follow  his  teachings  and  when  our  lives  draw  nigh 
unto  death,  we  too.  can  say.  "It  is  God's  will  not 
ours.  Thy  will  be  done." 

Brother  Downs  and  wife  are  taking  in  the  sights 
at  the  Pan-American  and  Niagara  Falls.  A  num- 
ber of  our  O.  R.  C.  men  and  their  wives  took  pos- 
session of  Sister  Yeager's  home,  on  the  evening  of 
her  birthday.  They  thought  they  would  take  her 
something  good  to  eat.  All  present  reported  a 
good  time.  Supper  was  served,  which  consisted 
of  all  the  delicacies  of  the  season.  At  a  late  hour 
they  all  returned  to  their  several  homes  wishing 
Sister  Yeager  many  more  birthdays.  House-clean- 
ing is  on  the  order  of  the  day  now  and  as  a  result 
our  Sisters  are  all  busy.  To  all  Sisters  I  wish  the 
best  of  success  and  rejoice  at  their  prosperity. 

Snnbury.  Pa.  Mas.  Harey  Riddle. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  81  is  still  on  its  way  to  progress.adding 
new  members  one  by  one.  and  trying  hard  to  reach 
the  top  of  the  ladder.  We  all  had  a  good  time  on 
Tuesday  evening.  Sept.  29.  in  the  way  of  a  surprise 
party  to  our  junior  sister.  Sister  Cox.  We  all  en- 
joyed it  so  much,  as  the  Sister  said  she  was  like 
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the  little  girls  that  were  surprised— she  didn't 
know  whether  sbe  should  laugh  or  cry.  However, 
she  concluded  to  laugh.  She  was  presented  with 
a  very  nice  piece  of  bric-a-brac  as  a  token  of 
friendship  from  the  numbers,  and  our  Vice-Presi- 
dent. Sister  Currens.  did  htr  best  with  the  pre- 
sentation speech.  The  evening  was  spent  in  dif- 
ferent games,  music  and  singing  by  Miss  Mamie 
Cox  and  some  of  the  good  Brothers.  Plenty  of 
good  things  to  eat.  as  one  of  our  Sisters  said.  Did 
you  ever  see  her  stay  home  when  there  was  any- 
thing good  around  to  eat?  We  are  all  working  very 
bard  getting  ready  to  hold  a  bazaar  and  oyster 
supper  on  the  12th.  13th  and  14th  of  November,  and 
that  means  lots  of  work  and  begging,  but  our  la- 
bors are  always  rewarded  by  having  a  good  time 
in  general.  I  hope  we  will  meet  with  success  and 
make  a  good  lot  of  money  to  buy  us  a  piano,  as  we 
are  all  very  musical.  Jennie  Stones. 

Baltimore.  Md. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

At  the  last  meeting  of  Auxiliary  10  so  many  of 
our  old  members  appeared  that  we  had  a  regular 
jubilee.  Judging  from  the  pleased  expression  on 
our  President's  face  it  did  her  a  world  of  good,  and 
I  for  one.  made  a  solemn  vow  to  attend  meetings 
oftener. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Brother  John  Correll  and 
Brother  George  J.  Fowler  about  again,  both  of 
whom  have  been  very  ill  for  the  past  three  months. 
None  of  our  members  were  able  to  go  to  the  school 
of  instruction  at  Elmira.  We  all  know  we  missed 
a  delightful  time.  It  seems  too  bad  that  some  of 
our  handsome  bachelors  of  No.  12  do  not  wed  and 
give  us  a  chance  to  add  to  our  membership. 
Rumor  has  it  that  Brother  John  McCann  is  about 
to  become  a  benedict,  but  do  not  know  how  true  it 
is.  We  are  all  ready  to  dance  at  the  wedding. 
Jack. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  Divisions  of  the  O.  R.  C. 
and  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C.  Mascot. 
Scran  ton.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

A  rumor  is  in  circulation  that  a  tracer  is  out  to 
locate  the  missing  correspondent  of  Auxiliary  23. 
so  thought  it  about  time  to  report  for  duty.  So 
many  Sisters  are  out  of  the  city  to  escape  the  hot 
weather,  ye  scribe  included,  left  us  short  of  news. 
Many  visiting  Sisters  have  looked  in  upon  us.  and 
received  a  warm  welcome.  We  have  with  us  at 
present.  Sisters  Healey  and  Buckley,  of  Dodge 
City,  and  Sister  Morse,  of  Ft.  Scott,  Kansas. 

Sister  Hendershott,  of  Chicago,  gave  us  a  call 
recently.  Come  again  Sisters,  our  latch  string  is 
always  out  and  our  goat  in  trim.  Grand  Secretary 
Sister  Higgics.  paid  us  a  visit  during  the  summer. 
A  reception  was  given  in  her  honor  at  Sister  Dal- 
ton's.  which  proved  a  very  enjoyable  affair.  Bro- 
ther and  Sister  Johnson  are  home  from  California, 
and  report  a  fine  time  at  the  bands  of  Division  111 
and  Auxiliary  84.  Many  thanks  Sisters  and  Broth- 
ers and  if  you  will  only  come  our  way.  we  will  en- 
deavor to  prove  the  old  maxim,  that  one  good  turn 
deserves  another. 

As  to  our  social  business,  we  are  having  card 
parties  once  a  month,  for  the  good  of  the  Order. 


The  first,  in  September,  was  held  at  Sister 
Wright's:  the  one  for  Octeber.  at  Sister  Conboy's. 
and  both  proved  enjoyable. 

On  the  17th.  Sister  Johnson  gave  us  a  social  af- 
ternoon, just  among  ourselves,  and  as  we  are  going 
soon  again,  you  see  it  was  all  right.  Our  annual 
ball  will  be  given  November  22nd.  and  is  Mann(ed) 
by  Sister  J.  F.  Mann  as  chairman.  Its  success  is 
assured  with  our  capable  President  at  the  helm. 
Sister  Dalton.  Our  membership  has  increased 
and  the  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  Sister  D. 
A.  Clark  is  sojourning  in  California  for  her  healtb. 
Sister  C.  M.  Landis  has  located  in  Los  Angeles  and 
has  our  best  wishes  in  her  new  home. 

We  beg  to  announce  the  retirement  of  Hot  Ta- 
males  from  active  service,  to  the  privacy  of  St.  Jo- 
seph's hospital.  Owing  to  the  thinness  of  his 
wearing  apparel  and  a  diet  of  spring  chicken  and 
angel  food  adminstered  in  liberal  doses,  by  good 
Sister  Hinkley.  We  do  not  expect  to  reinstate 
him  before  spring.  Of  course  you  know  we.  Aux- 
iliary 23.  were  second  in  the  race  for  the  Dustin 
medal  and  as  a  consolation  Sister  Dustin  presented 


THE  DUSTAN  JEWELLED  PILLOW    PRESENTED  TO 
AUXILIARY  23. 

us  with  a  beautiful  jeweled  sofa  pillow.    Last  but 
not  least  just  watch  our  smoke  for  Pittsburg  in 
1903.  As  this  is  my  first  offense  and  I  desire  to 
hold  my  job  for  another  year.  (?)  I  will  close. 
Denver.  Colo.  Mrs.  F.  W.  Graham. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  No.  90  is  still  alive  and  seemingly  in 
good  health,  regardless  of  the  many  discourage- 
ments to  which  human  organization  is  heir.  Our 
meetings  have  been  fairly  well  attended  consider- 
ing the  very  hot  weather  during  the  summer 
months.  There  is  always  a  faithful  few  who  at- 
tend no  matter,  hot  or  cold,  and  continue  their  in- 
terest in  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  Auxiliary. 
We  held  a  picnic  in  September  at  Sister  Harck's 
pretty  summer  home,  Glenwood,  on  the  banks  of 
Pleasant  View.  Clark's  Lake,  in  honor  of  Sister 
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Oldfleld.  of  Hamilton.  Canada.  We  bad  a  delight- 
ful time  and  our  tables  were  spread  on  tbe  lawn 
and  gave  the  appearance  of  a  banquet  more  than 
that  of  a  picnic.  Those  wbo  did  not  come  don't 
know  what  they  missed.  There  was  only  only  one 
thing  to  regret,  that  was  the  day  was  too  short.  At 
5:30  the  boat  whistled  and  we  were  obliged  to  say 
good  bye.  October  9.  we  held  a  box  social  at  tbe 
pleasant  home  of  Sister  Jessie  Curtis,  which  was 
a  success  and  very  much  enjoyed  by  all  present. 
Brother  Weatherbee  serving  as  auctioneer.  He  is 
all  right,  but  he  bid  on  the  wrong  box.  We  expect 
to  hold  another  on  the  23rd.  at  the  pleasant  home  of 
Sister  Bell. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  recall  those  days 
spent  in  the  convention  hall  in  St.  Paul,  and  my 
dear  little  seat  mate  of  Auxiliary  44.  How  often  I 
do  think  of  her.  The  Grand  Convention  at  St. 
Paul  was  a  fine  success  from  beginning  to  the  end. 
With  the  re-election  of  Grand  President  Sister 
Moore  and  Grand  Secretary  Sister  W.  E.  Higgins. 
the  L.  A.  toO.  R.  C.  is  sure  to  prosper  and  pro 
gress.  They  are  certainly  capable  women.  Our 
Order  is  a  noble  one  and  our  motto.  Charity.  Truth 
and  Friendship,  what  a  splendid  guide  through 
life  if  we  would  but  practice  it. 

Jackson,  Mich.  Mas.  W.  Perkins. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

As  the  year  is  drawing  to  a  close,  I  suppose  that 
some  of  the  Sisters  are  wondering  why  their  cor 
respondent  does  not  write.  Since  my  last  letter 
our  Auxiliary  has  experienced  some  sad  as  well 
as  some  pleasant  occasions,  we  have  lost  a  faithful 
member.  Sister  Hine.  who  was  elected  President 
for  the  present  year,  but  on  account  of  poor  health 
at  tbe  time,  was  not  able  to  fulfill  her  duties  and 
had  to  give  up  the  office. 

We  have  not  done  much  in  the  way  of  money 
making  this  summer,  only  one  social  being  given, 
that  by  Sister  Bowlby.  and  was  well  attended  and 
proved  a  success,  some  of  tbe  Brothers  paying  as 
high  as  one  dollar  for  their  cream.  I  do  not  want 
the  readers  to  think  that  was  the  regular  price, 
but  it  was  just  a  kindly  act  on  their  part.  On  the 
evening  of  September  28th.  the  Sisters.  Brothers 
and  invited  friends,  met  at  the  pleasant  home  of 
Sister  and  Brother  Stone  to  give  them  a  farewell 
surprise.  The  evening  was  spent  in  social  conver- 
sation and  games;  ice  cream  and  cake  was  served 
and  a  token  of  friendship  was  presented  to  Sister 
Stone.  Brother  and  Sister  Stone  expect  to  leave 
for  Tennessee,  where  he  is  running  a  passenger 
train,  we  wish  them  good  luck  and  prosperity  in 


their  new  home.  It  is  with  pleasant  recollections 
I  look  back  to  my  visit  to  the  Grand  Division,  at 
St.  Paul,  and  when  I  receive  The  Conductor.  I 
always  look  over  the  letters  for  the  names  of  some 
of  the  Sisters  I  may  have  met  there. 
North  Platte.  Neb.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  139.  after  its  usual  summer  vacation, 
has  again  taken  up  its  work  with  renewed  interest. 
Two  new  members  were  initiated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, one  coming  from  Racine  to  join  our  Auxiliary. 
We  expect  to  have  six  more  candidates  very  soon. 
We  contributed  ten  dollars  to  Highland  Park 
Home,  at  our  first  meeting  in  September.  Al 
though  it  was  only  a  "mite"  our  good  will  accom 
panied  it  and  we  trust  it  will  be  accepted  accord- 
ingly. 

We  were  pained  to  learn  of  tbe  illness  of  Brother 
Jeardeau.  and  hope  he  is  much  better  by  this  time. 
He  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  our  Auxiliary. 
A  box  of  flowers  was  sent  to  him  with  tbe  best 
wishes  of  Auxiliary  139. 

A  social  was  held  at  sister  Willis'  home.  113. 18th 
St..  in  September  and  was  a  very  pleasant  affair. 
Cake  and  ice  cream  were  served  and  those  who 
did  not  attend,  missed  one  of  the  good  times  that 
go  to  make  life  happier.  We  are  going  to  give  a 
dancing  and  card  party.  October  25th.  Wishing 
success  to  all  Auxiliaries.       Mrs.  J.  C.  Lane. 

Milwaukee.  Wis. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Auxiliary  87  has  been  very  quiet  during  the 
heated  season.  We  have  bad  two  very  successful 
socials  and  our  Committee  on  arrangements  and 
refreshments  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  • 
their  good  management.  Now  that  tbe  warm  sea- 
son is  over,  come  out,  Sisters,  and  let's  do  a  won- 
derful work. 

Many  of  the  Sisters  have  been  away  this  sum- 
mer, we  bope  they  will  return  very  much  refreshed 
and  with  new  ideas  for  tbe  L.  A. 

Sisters  Dunn  and  Karr  are  entertaining  a  little 
conductor  and  conductoress. 

Brother  R.  M.  Hoover  had  the  misfortune  to  fall 
from  his  caboose,  injuring  him  quite  seriously,  but 
at  this  writing  is  doing  nicely.  We  hope  soon  to 
bear  he  is  able  to  take  out  his  run.  Hello  Mike! 
how  is  ideal  Division?  I  haven't  seen  anything 
from  your  Division  in  a  long  time.  With  best 
wishes  to  all.  A  Member. 

Houston.  Texas. 


ADIEU. 

ED.  E.  SHEASGREEN. 

Dear  wife.  Once  more 

I  say  "adieu":  I  leave  you,  sweet. 

Oh.  clasp  in  love  my  hand.  To  bare  the  dreary  night ; 

And  kiss  me,  dear,  and  whisper  low.  And  while  I'm  trembling  far  away 

As  from  your  side  I  now  must  go  Down  through  the  night  t'ward  sunny  day 
Across  tbe  changing  land.  And  far  beyond  thy  sight. 

From  home  and  you.  Just  pray  we'll  meet 

Dear  wife.  Once  more. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  am  glad  to  see  by  letters  in  oar  October  Con- 
doctor  that  some  of  our  correspondents  are  be- 
coming interested  in  what  is  being  written  and 
said  alone  educational  lines  in  our  magazine,  and 
which,  of  course,  alludes  to  the  urging  of  onr 
members  to  support  and  assist  our  magazine  man- 
agers to  conduct  The  Conductor  along  deeper 
lines  of  thought.  I  think  it  has  been  well  said  and 
without  doubt  plain  to  the  members  of  the  Order 
that  our  editors  have  grasped  the  situation  when 
they  have  resolved  to  pass  to  a  higher  plane  of  use- 
fullness  with  our  monthly  periodical'  and  enter 
upon  something  more  progressive  than  the  pre- 
paratory stage.  That  we  all  feel  proud  of  the  fact 
as  -Merit"  aptly  states  in  the  October  number, 
and  know  that  it  is  a  credit  to  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors  that  we  have  within  our  fold  such 
a  high  class  of  bright  minds  from  which  to  draw, 
therefore,  as  this  letter  will  come  to  you.  Brothers 
and  Sisters,  about  the  period  of  your  election  of 
officers  in  your  respective  Divisions,  would  it  not 
be  a  good  time  to  discuss  the  subject  and.  if  possl- 
•  ble.  select  the  strongest,  most  excellent  and  ver- 
satile writer  from  among  your  number  and  send 
in  his  or  her  name  to  our  editor? 

I  notice  ih  the  press  reports  of  recent  date  that 
Bishop  Potter  of  New  York  puts  his  finger  on  a 
vital  suggestion  that  "social  contact  is  a  factor  and 
possibly  a  solution  of  a  settlement  of  our  labor  in- 
terests" when  he  says:  "He  brought  together  in  an 
informal  way.  in  his  study,  the  New  York  board  of 
mediation."  which  consisted  of  labor  leaders, 
ministers,  college  professors,  employers,  employes 
and  a  number  of  ladies.  The  Bishop  further 
states,  "they  came  together  around  the  fire  in  this 
way.  He  had  somebody  bring  in  some  coffee  and 
a  bundle  of  cigars,  and  that  never  before  did  he 
realize  the  true  value  in  the  settlement  of  social 
problems  by  social  contact." 

This  will,  no  doubt,  give  you  an  illustration  of 
the  effectiveness  of  our  getting  together  as  often 
as  practicable,  both  in  mind  and  spirit,  and  I  feel 
quite  sure  it  is  a  sentiment  all  of  us  should  culti- 
vate. You  should  feel— every  one  of  you— that 
you  are  in  effect  members  of  the  same  family, 
striving  for  the  same  good,  and  for  the  moment 
yon  get  together  drinking  a  little  coffee,  smoking 
a  cigar,  you  then  succeed  in  developing  a  contact, 
so  to  speak,  between  masters  and  workmen,  be- 
tween employer  and  employe,  which  under  all 
conditions  can  never  be  impaired  for  the  practical 
solution  of  problems  and  doctrines  to  be  carried 
out  and  inculcated  into  our  e very-day  life:  that  the 
vital  tie  of  personal  contact  or  personal  touch  with 


our  editors  is  the  tie  of  brotherhood  and  causes 
humanity  to  respond  with  humanity  goes  without 
saying,  all  of  which  will  cause  the  artificial  bar- 
riers of  class  distinction  and  personalities  to  be 
swept  away,  and  all  will  then  treat  with  each  other 
as  Brothers  and  Sisters  should.  Furthermore,  it 
is  a  safe  assertion  there  will  be  no  tangle  of  con- 
flicting interests  that  may  not  be  unraveled  for 
our  good.  Such  contact  will  accomplish  wonders 
and  cannot  help  but  carry  out  the  doctrine  of  the 
fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man  as 
enunciated  by  the  great  Bishop. 

Speaking  of  labor  organisatiflM  and  unionism, 
almost  everyone  must  recognize  the  study  of  busi- 
ness methods  and  organization  that  each  begets  a 
strong  conviction  we  all  know,  and  also  that  our 
Order  is  an  inevitable  result  of  prevailing  condi- 
tions, that  it  must  be  reckoned  with  as  a  perma- 
nent factor  and  of  increasing  importance  is  also 
recognised.  In  some  quarters  the  impression 
seems  to  prevail  that  a  decisive  defeat  of  the  As- 
sociation of  Iron  and  Steel  Workers  in  its  contest 
with  the  steel  trust  will  reduce  the  future  import- 
ance of  unionism;  superficially,  there  may  seem  to 
be  some  reason  for  adopting  this  view,  and  as 
claimed,  this  gigantic  trust  was  fighting  for  the 
central  principle  that  the  right  of  labor  "should 
not  organize:"  but  when  one  looks  behind  the  inci- 
dents leading  up  to  the  strike  and  appreciates  the 
state  of  affairs  existing  in  the  minds  of  the  men 
composing  the  trust,  one's  confidence  in  their 
conclusions  along  these  lines  wavers.  I  know  of 
Instances  in  which  the  employe  has  been  reduced 
to  an  animal,  and  like  an  animal  is  supposed  to  re- 
quire only  enough  to  keep  him  alive.  In  such 
cases  the  man  becomes  a  machine.  The  only  dif- 
ference that  he  is  energized  by  blood  instead  of 
steam.  Taking  another  view  of  the  situation,  the 
steel  trust  had  the  opportunity  of  conferring  a 
blessing,  not  alone  upon  those  who  were  in  their 
employ,  but  farther  than  that,  upon  their  homes, 
family  and  community  at  large.  This  would  have 
benefited  the  trust  by  raising  the  standard  of  those 
who  work  for  them,  which  always  tends  to  give 
better  workmanship  and  greater  success  in  busi- 
ness enterprises  to  be  carried  out  through  the  as- 
sistance of  the  employes:  therefore,  how  much 
better  it  would  have  been  for  the  trust  to  have  got 
in  closer  touch  and  devised  means  and  methods 
for  making  the  factories  and  homes  of  their  em- 
ployes more  cheerful  and  attractive,  thereby  se- 
curing a  closer  bond  of  sympathy  between  them- 
selves and  the  people  in  their  employ. 

Des  Moines.  Ia.  J.  A.  Kikth. 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor  c 

In  looking  over  the  field  of  labor  and  viewing  so 
many  different organize  tionsone  sometimes  thinks 
there  are  perhaps  too  many  and  that  it  would  be 
better  to  have  them  under  one  head.  Of  late,  how- 
ever, it  seems  to  me  that  properly  conducted  it  is 
the  better  plan  for  each  branch  of  service  to  have 
its  own  organization— to  attend  to  its  own  individ- 
ual needs.  The  important  thing  is  for  each  indi- 
vidual to  promote  harmony  so  that  when  a  ques- 
tion or  grievance  arises  that  affects  the  general 
good  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  bring  the  different 
committees  together  and  consider  it.  Another 
thing  I  wish  to  have  an  expression  of  opinion  on  is 
the  control  and  operation  of  railroads,  telegraph 
and  telephone  lines  by  the  government  I  do  not 
wish  to  precipitate  a  political  discussion,  but  there 
is  quite  a  sentiment  among  a  great  many  people  in 
favor  of  this  end  and  I  would  like  to  know  what 
railroad  men.  and  particularly  conductors  think  of 
it.  I  have  heard  some  very  plausible  arguments, 
both  for  and  against.  For  myown  part  I  cannot  see 
why  they  could  not  be  conducted,  say  on  the  civil 
service  plan.  Member  of  365. 

Oil  City.  Pa. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  take  pleasure  in  replying  to  Brother  J.  A. 
Keith's  letter  in  tbe  October  issue,  namely  that  of 
improving  our  official  organ,  which  is  very  dear  to 
me.  and  in  which  I  take  as  much  pride  as  my  own 
household.  That  The  Conductor  should  be  im- 
proved there  is  no  question,  and  i  will  herewith 
briefly  outline  my  ideas: 

1  What  feature  of  The  Conductor  do  you  find 
most  interesting  and  helpful? 

Tbe  Fraternal  letters  and  the  editorials. 

2.  What  class  of  articles  do  not  interest  you? 
For  the  past  two  years  there  was  nothing  in  its 

columns  that  was  not  interesting;  while  some  arti- 
cles did  not  particularly  interest  me.  I  know  others 
were  interested  in  them. 

3.  If  you  were  editing  The  Conductor,  what 
feature  or  features  would  vou  omit  or  insert? 

Above  all  cut  out  from  the  Fraternal  letters  the 
chestnutty  ball  news,  such  as  the  grand  march  was 
led  by  our  genial  superintendent  or  trainmaster 
with  Miss  B — .  the  belle  of  the  evening  and  then  the 
decorations  and  the  usual  wind  up  danced  until  the 
"wee  sma'  hours."  when  all  retired,  going  home 
happy,  all  of  which  makes  me  and  many  others 
tired.  The  mere  mention  of  tbe  fact  that  the  Divi- 
sion gave  a  ball  for  the  benefit  of  Brother  —  or 
the  Home.  etc..  will  suffice. 

4.  What  feature  do  you  think  could  be  omitted 
without  serious  injury  to  our  magazine? 

None. 

5.  Would  you  use  more  or  less  fiction? 
Would  use  but  little. 

6.  What  kind  of  fiction  would  you  use? 

That  founded  on  facts,  especially  such  .as  would 
tend  to  be  an  educator  In  our  calling. 

7.  Do  you  think  a  question  and  answer  depart- 
ment especially  helpful? 

It  certainly  would  be.  I  would  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  ask  questions.  Such  as  our  edi- 
tors could  not  answer  could  be  referred  to  the 
membership  at  large.  By  all  means  let  us  have  the 
question  and  answer  department. 


8.  Does  The  Conductor  give  enough  variety  to 
suit  you? 

No. 

9.  Are  the  articles  too  long  or  too  short? 
Neither. 

10.  Is  there  too  much  or  too  little  in  our  Frater- 
nal Department? 

Not  enough. 

11 .  Is  there  anything  about  The  Conducto  r  you 
positively  dislike? 

Only  as  stated  in  answer  to  question  third. 

12.  What  features  or  class  of  articles  do  you  fail 
to  find  in  The  Conductor  that  you  think  ought  to 
be  there? 

Labor  statistics:  the  doings  of  other  labor  or- 
ganizations: good  illustrations. 

13.  What  new  department  or  feature  would  be 
of  special  use  to  you? 

Discussion  of  the  diseases  of  tbe  air  brake,  hot 
boxes  and  prospects  for  employment  in  different 
localities.  And  last:  but  not  least.  I  do  not  like  the 
cover  now  used.  Why  not  have  a  cover  with  edges 
cut  flush  with  the  book?  These  desirable  changes 
will  warrant  an  increase  in  expenditure  if  neces- 
sary for  carrying  out  same.  Surely  we  are  able, 
so  let  us  have  the  best  obtainable. 

McKees  Rocks.  Pa.  Edward  Funk. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  will  endeavor  to  place  before  the  readers  of 
The  Conductor  a  few  thoughts  as  they  have 
come  under  my  personal  observation  in  my 
railroad  experience  of  twenty-five  years,  showing 
the  advancement  made  by  the  men  and  the  causes 
for  same.  When  I  commenced,  as  a  great  many 
of  you  old  heads  are  aware,  unless  a  man  was 
what  is  generally  termed  a  ■  "rounder,"  he  was 
ostracised  by  the  rank  and  file  of  men  in  train 
service.  Today  it  is  just  exactly  the  opposite :  if 
you  persist  in  following  up  on  these  lines  you  are 
cut  by  the  men  as  well  as  by  the  managements  of 
railroads.  What  has  brought  about  this  great 
change  in  tbe  moral  and  social  standing  of  the 
railroad  men  in  train  service  today?  In  the 
first  place  tbe  different  organizations  of  rail- 
road labor,  by  tbeir  laws  and  teachings,  have 
shown  to  these  men  by  moral  suasion  something 
that  could  never  have  been  bi  ought  about  by 
force,  and  the  continual  teaching  of  our  Orders 
that  inculcates  into  the  minds  of  the  members 
has  brought  forth  fruit  and  today  we  are  not  only 
recognized  by  railroads,  but  by  the  public  as  a 
moral  and  social  set  of  men.  I  attribute  a  great 
deal  of  this  advancement  to  the  teachings  of  our 
Orders.  How  much  more  pleasant  when  one 
looks  at  in  fhe  proper  spirit  than  it  was  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years  ago.  If  you  remember  the 
cheering  words  of  our  G.  C.  C.  at  St.  Paul,  he  said. 
"If  you  will  go  home  to  your  respective  Divisions 
and  practice  tbe  teachings  you  have  here,  there 
will  be  no  question  as  to  the  ultimate  results  to 
our  Order."  Now.  the  question  arises,  do  you  do 
it?  Are  you  doing  it?  I  sincerely  hope  you  are. 
The  result  will  speak  for  itself.  I  have  for  years 
been  what  was  known  in  railroad  parlance  as  a 
good  fellow;  could  take  a  drink  and  play  tbe 
festive  game  with  any  one.  and  still  I  used  to 
make  talks  to  the  Brothers  on  the  way  they  should 
go  then,  until  about  two  years  ago.  I  saw  how  un- 
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reasonable  my  arguments  were  under  these  con- 
ditions, and  I  says  to  myself.  Bill,  quit  your  mean- 
ness and  show  these  Brothers  you  practice  what 
you  preach.  I  did  so.  and  before  my  Division  I 
made  an  open  confession,  asking;  them  to  assist 
me  in  my  resolution.  I  have  never  touched  the 
vile  stuff  since,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  I  never 
will  again.  When  I  can  see  the  personal  benefits 
to  myself  and  family  and  what  my  short  talks  for 
the  good  of  the  Order  amongst  my  own  boys  has 
done  I  am  satisfied  that  to  practice  what  one 
teaches  is  the  only  true  solution  of  getting  closer 
and  next  to  the  hearts  of  our  Brothers  who  are 
liable  to  err.  I  remember  a  colored  preacher  not 
far  from  this  place  who  was  charged  with  an 
ominous  crime  by  the  members  of  his  church. 
They  tried  him,  and  things  were  getting  serious 
for  him  when  he  jumped  to  his  feet  and  said: 
"Bredren  and  Sistern.  I  has  been  accused  of  viola- 
tion of  the  law  and  by  the  evidence  given  you  are 
going  to  convict  me.  but  before  you  does  I  wants 
to  say  a  few  words :  I  baa  always  preached  the 
Gospel  to  you  just  as  it  is  written  in  the  good 
book,  (Loud  cries  of  bless  the  Lord !  Amen  I).  I 
has  always  told  you  to  do  as  I  say.  and  not  as  I  do, 
and  then  there  will  be  no  question  as  .to  your 
future  homes  in  eternity."  There  is  a  lesson  to  be 
drawn  from  "do  as  I  tell  you."  boys,  and  you  will 
be  all  right.  Don't  do  as  I  do.  if  you  do  you  will 
be  all  wrong.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Conduc- 
tor to  watch  over  the  interests  and  welfare  of  his 
Brothers.  Can  you  do  it  and  be  on  the  wrong 
side?  Can  you  tell  them  to  do  right  when  you 
know  you  are  not  right  yourself?  I  leave  the 
answer  to  you.  I  could  not.  so  I  quit  my  mean- 
ness so  I  could.  I  hope  this  word  of  caution  will 
be  taken  in  the  spirit  it  is  given,  with  malice 
toward  none  and  charity  for  all.  I  believe  I  am 
right  when  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  my 
Brother  conductor  is  at  issue  in  expressing  a  few 
thoughts  for  their  welfare. 

"Let  your  lower  lights  keep  burning. 
Cast  a  gleam  across  the  wave." 

You  may  help  an  erring  Brother  by  a  kindly 
word.  Each  man  is  bis  brother's  keeper  is  well 
said,  and  if  practiced  to  the  full  sense  of  its  mean- 
ing there  will  be  no  question  as  to  the  ultimate 
results  to  our  Order.  With  kindly  wishes  to  all. 

Topeka.  Kas.  W.  H.  Thomas. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  reference  to  the  controversy  of  protection  of 
Americans  in  Mexico  I  will  cite  you  a  case  on  the 
Mexican  National  that  came  under  my  own  obser- 
vation, and  therefore  I  know  what  I  am  talking 
about.  Brother  Woodward  was  the  conductor  on 
first  No.  12.  He  had  a  coach  load  of  Mexican  sol- 
diers just  ahead  of  his  caboose.  First  and  second 
No.  12  met  No.  1  at  Solis.  where  they  headed  in  on 
some  cars  to  let  No.  1  by.  After  meeting  No.  1 
both  sections  of  No.  12  backed  out  and  the  first 
section.  Brother  Woodward's  train,  pulled  up  the 
main  line  and  stopped  at  the  wood  racks  to  take 
wood.  Solis  not  being  a  regular  wood  station  Jere 
Wimplepeck.  engineer  of  second  No.  12,  was  work- 
ing his  injector  and  did  not  notice  that  first  No.  12 
bad  stopped,  and  having  but  six  cars  of  air  he 
struck  first  No.  12  while  running  at  a  speed  of  about 
six  miles  an  hour,  shoving  the  dinky  caboose  onto 


the  platform  of  the  coach,  killing  a  soldier  who 
was  standing  on  the  coach  platform.  The  conduc- 
tors and  engineers  of  both  crews  were  immediate- 
ly arrested.  Brother  Woodward  was  compelled 
by  the  officer  in  charge  to  leave  his  caboose  where 
it  was.  on  the  ground,  and  go  on  with  the  train. 
Wimplepeck  had  to  clear  the  side  track  and  leave 
the  cars  on  the  main  line,  and  proceed  with  a 
guard  on  the  engine,  also  one  on  the  caboose,  to 
lookout  for  the  interests  of  Conductor  Boyd.  Mind 
you.  this  happened  at  a  blind  siding.  Brother 
Woodward  was  not  allowed  to  communicate  with 
any  one.  and  any  messages  sent  to  him  had  to  be 
interpreted  to  the  officer  in  charge  by  the  Mexi- 
can operator.  Neither  one  of  the  crews  were  al- 
lowed to  go  to  the  restaurant  to  eat.  The  engineer 
of  first  No.  12  and  the  conductor  of  second  No.  12 
were  eventually  released,  but  Woodward  and 
Wimplepeck  were  taken  to  Tolucaand  placed  in 
jail,  and  kept  there  for  thirty  days  without  a  hear- 
ing. The  charge  was  that  Wimklepeck  had  been 
trying  all  day  to  hit  the  first  section,  and  that 
Woodward  had  shot  at  Wimplepeck.  which  state- 
ment I  know  to  be  utterly  false,  as  the  men  were 
the  best  of  friends.  The  authorities  wanted  $1,000 
cash  bail.  The  National  company  offered  bond  to 
that  amount,  but  it  was  refused.  The  American 
minister  was  appealed  to  but  he  did  not  notice  the 
appeal.  At  last  we  took  the  matter  in  our  own 
hands  and  gave  the  company  ten  days  to  get  the 
men  out  or  the  road  would  be  tied  up.  The  com- 
pany then  got  in  their  work  and  the  men  were  re- 
leased after  thirty  days'  imprisonment  without  a 
hearing.  I  left  the  country  shortly  after  that,  but 
I  heard  later  that  the  case  never  came  to  trial.  I 
have  another  case  in  mind  and  may  have  some- 
thing more  to  say  on  the  subject  later  on. 
Tuczon.  Ariz.  Contributor. 
4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Continuing  my  September  letter  of  my  trip  to 
Richmond.  After  my  return  from  the  Gettysburg 
compalgn.  I  was  detailed  to  attend  the  wants  of  a 
father  who  had  been  stricken  with  disease,  from 
which  he  never  recovered,  and  were  both  sent  to 
the  hospital  at  Wilmington,  where  we  remained 
until  Butler's  attack  on  Port  Fisher,  in  which  he 
failed,  when  we  were  transferred  to  Fayetteville 
for  a  short  while  and  then  returned  to  Wilmington 
where  we  remained  until  Fisher  fell.  We  saw  the 
bombardment  from  Dr.  Wright's  summer  resi- 
dence on  Wrightsville  Sound.  After  the  fall  of 
Fisher  we  were  transferred  to  Raleigh,  where  on 
the  19th  of  February,  1865.  he  breathed  his  last  and 
his  remains  rest  in  the  confederate  cemetery  at 
Raleigh.  We  recall  with  the  saddest  recollections 
of  life  that  cold  February  morning  when  we  walked 
out  of  the  ward  and  left  all  on  earth  cold  in  death, 
to  the  care  of  the  nurses  who  had  kept  vigil  over 
him.  who  for  weeks,  had  been  only  able  to  grasp 
my  hand  and  whisper  something  inaudible.  O. 
the  feeling  of  despair  that  came  over  me  taat 
lonely  night.  I  looked  up  instinctively  for  a  guid- 
ing star  in  that  hour  of  desolation,  but  none  were 
visible,  the  heavens  seemed  to  frown  on  me.  Sad 
and  silent  in  the  darkness  of  early  morning,  under 
a  cloudy  sky.  without  a  friend  on  earth,  not  even  a 
star  deigned  to  serve  me.  at  the  saddest  moment 
of  my  life,  one  of  the  attendants  came  out  to  me 
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and  placed  bis  long  arm  around  my  neck,  looked 
down  on  me  and  I  looked  up  in  his  benevolent 
face,  I  can  never  forget  bis  expression,  but  neitber 
spoke.  He  pressed  me  and  walked  off  as  silent  as 
be  bad  come. 

At  tbe  breakfast  bonr.  I  was  advised  tbat  tbe 
federals  wonld  soon  enter  Wilmington  and  tbat  I 
should  endeavor  to  reacb  there  before  the  city  fell 
I  made  the  start,  but  only  arrived  at  Magnolia 
when  I  met  the  last  train  out  of  Wilmington.  I 
retraced  my  course  and  reached  Raleigh  the  next 
morning,  where  I  was  given  charge  of  preparing 
delicacies  for  five  words  in  Pettigrew  hospital.  My 
duty  was  to  accompany  the  pbysiclan  and  take 
notes  of  the  diets  for  the  very  feeble.  I  remained 
there  about  three  months  and  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  a  culinary  nature.  In  early  April, 
tbe  matron  took  exceptions,  to  what  I  thougbt  a 
weakness .  for  a  young  lady  and  we  could  not  agree 
so  I  made  application  for  transportation  to  Wil- 
mington, which  was  granted.  I  spent  the  day  in 
preparing  lunch,  next  morning  I  started  and 
reached  Ooldsboro  in  time  to  see  tbe  train  pull  out 
for  Wilmington.  The  trains  ran  only  tri-weekly, 
so  the  prospect  was  gloomy,  but  I  bad  lunch  and 
established  my  camp  under  tbe  old  shed  tbat 
stood  in  the  street  and  waited  for  something  to 
happen:  on  tbe  night  of  the  second  day  my  lunch' 
gave  out.  except  one  pie.  which  I  was  keeping  for 
breakfast.  On  retiring.  I  placed  my  haversack 
under  my  bead  for  safe  keeping.  I  was  not  long  at 
rest  before  I  felt  my  head  drop  and  reached  for  my 
pillow,  but  it  was  gone  and  with  it  my  pie  and 
breakfast.  I  gave  chase,  but  to  no  effect,  as  the  vile 
wretch  soon  distanced  me  and  I  was  left  with  a 
future,  but  nothing  to  eat.  I  could  see  nothing  but 
starvation,  after  having  survived  the  war.  I 
reached  Wilmington  tbe  next  night  with  my 
worldly  effects  (a  cracker  box)  and  slept  under 
the  shed  until  morning,  when  I  arose  early  and 
went  down  tbe  street  to  prospect.  The  news  boys 
were  out  in  force.  I  met  a  friend  and  borrowed 
twenty  cents  for  a  starter  and  since  then  I  have 
been  able  to  get  three  meals  a  day. 

To  Brother  W.  H.  Thomas  of  Topeka:  I  was  not 
complaining  of  the  expense,  but  simply  to  show 
that  it  was  expense  for  our  Grand  Division  cost 
16.66%  per  minute,  it  does  not  require  long  for  a 
Brother  to  talk  two  or  three  hundred  dollars  worth. 
Brother  Duplex,  of  Knoxville.  is  respectfully  re- 
ferred to  the  last  sentence  of  my  October  letter. 
No,  Brother.  I  have  no  experience  as  a  farmer. 
For  tbe  kind  reference  of  both  I  thank  you.  but  am 
unworthy. 

With  the  rush  of  cotton  to  our  market,  our  local 
freight  men  have  been  working  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  hours  per  day  since  the  season  opened 
and  there  is  no  prospect  of  a  let-up.  for  our  farm- 
ers are  in  debt  and  they  must  pay  up  or  for  another 
year  their  road  will  be  rough.  It  is  hard  on  the 
farmer,  for  with  the  downward  tendency  of  the 
staple  be  is  forced  to  pay  with  the  7'A  cent  cotton, 
while  if  he  could  hold  for  a  few  months  he  would 
realize  probably  10  cents. 

If  one  could  depend  on  promises  every  Coast 
Line  conductor  would  be  in  the  Order  before  our 
next  meeting,  but  having  been  fed  on  these  futures 
until  our  vitality  is  about  exhausted  we  will  make 
no  more  promises,  but  will  tell  you  when,  if  ever. 


we  have  annihilated  the  F.  P.  division.  Rumor 
has  various  changes  in  store  for  the  boys  very 
soon,  but  as  yet  those  changes  are  only  kitchen 
talk  and  we  do  not  vouch  for  them.  If  our  Broth- 
ers would  not  map  out  these  changes  in  advance 
of  the  rank  we  think  it  would  be  better  for  the 
file.  LaFayette. 
Wilmington.  N,  C. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Again  being  stirred  by  the  writer  of  Auxil- 
iary No.  8. 1  rise  to  say  that  No.  187  still  lives  and 
its  members  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming 
election  of  officers  for  the  year  1902,  hoping  that  by 
our  new  officers  we  may  have  a  prosperous  year. 
We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  why  the  conductors  of 
No.  187  do  not  attend  meetings  better  than  they 
do.  Come.  Brothers,  stir  up.  come  to  meeting  and 
learn  to  know  what  is  being  done  and  you  will  not 
need  to  meet  on  the  street  corners  to  ask  what  is 
being  done  in  Division.  We  need  your  presence. 
Come  all.  and  look  forward  to  whom  you  would 
have  in  office,  so  as  to  have  no  after  kicks  on  tae 
street  corners.  Surely  we  are  glad  to  see  you 
come. 

Now.  a  word  about  the  Relief  Fund  adopted  at 
last  Grand  Division.  I  see  that  already  322  mem- 
bers have  been  dropped  for  non-payment  of  the 
one  dollar  assessment.  If  the  Relief  Fund  is  a  det- 
riment to  the  Order  let  us  demand  a  vote  of  all 
members  of  all  Divisions  as  to  wbetber  it  shall 
stand  or  fall.  If  it  is  no  good  only  to  western  peo- 
ple, get  up  and  let  us  put  it  ont  of  existence.  I  f  it 
proves  to  be  a  good  thing,  then  let  us  push  it  ahead 
with  all  our  might.  [We  have  answered  you  e1i- 
torially.-ED  ]  S.  A.  Geasey. 

Sunbury.  Pa. 

<i 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Having  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a  meeting 
at  my  Division.  166.  I  must  say  that  it  was  rather 
spicy  and  to  tbe  point  and  one  I  would  not  have 
missed  for  a  great  deal.  Brother  Geo.  McGuire. 
better  known  as  "Straight  Air."  and  who  is  one  of 
the  stockholders  on  the  B.  &  O.— that  is  to  say. 
helping  to  control  tbe  rolling  stock  descend- 
ing hills— was  at  the  helm  as  Chief  Conductor,  a 
position  Brother  Geo.  Mc.  likes  to  fill,  as  he  is 
always  given  a  chance  to  pop  at  the  proper  press- 
ure. Brother  Wm.  Donavon  also  put  in  appear- 
ance at  a  late  bonr  after  opening,  but.  of  course, 
made  bis  excuse  for  coming  a  little  late,  which 
was  accepted  by  the  Brothers.  Brother  S.  F. 
Moore  was  also  a  little  late,  but  then  there  is  to  be 
a  littde  allowance  made  for  him.  Now.  I  wish  to 
state  for  the  benefit  of  all  on  the  B.  &  O.  road  who 
are  anticipating  being  made  O.  R.  C.  men.  that 
unless  you  have  had  tbe  required  amount  of  ex- 
perience, which,  by  the  way.  is  113  actual  days' 
time  as  conductor  on  a  steam  surface  rail- 
road, it  will  be  useless  to  make  application 
to  Division  166.  as  it  is  tbe  aim  of  the 
members  to  see  that  everything  is  done  in 
apple-pie  order.  Now.  as  the  first  Sunday  in 
November  is  the  date  set  for  the  election  of  offi- 
cers. Past  Chief  Conductor.  Brother  JoeVander- 
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volt,  is  zoinz  to  be  a  candidate  this  year.  Brother 
Joe  is  strictly  business  and  save  elegant  satisfac- 
tion when  he  was  in  office.  Division  166  has  a 
Brother  who  has  not  been  to  a  meeting,  so  I  have 
been  informed,  for  the  past  three  months,  and  yet 
he  has  a  ran  that  his  layover  is  every  Sunday  in 
Newark.  Now.  if  the  Brothers  think  that  they  will 
learn  more  about  what  is  going  on  by  staying 
away  from  meeting  they  make  a  very  grave  mis- 
take. Division  166  should  always  turn  out  a  great 
meeting,  owing  to  the  membership.  Now.  Broth- 
ers, don't  forget  the  election  day  is  the  first  Sun- 
day in  November.  All  turn  out  and  cast  your 
votes. 

Now,  1  wish  to  say  a  few  words  regarding  Divi- 
sion 324.  As  I  am  a  frequent  visitor  of  the  above 
Division  I  can  cheerfully  state  a  more  genial  set 
of  Brothers  I  never  met  in  a  Division  room. 
Every  Brother  does  all  in  bis  power  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  Order,  and  no  stone  is  left  un- 
turned to  help  a  deserving  Brother.  I  can  safely 
say  the  finest  excursion  that  ever  passed  over  the 
N.  &  W.  road  was  given  by  Brothers  E.  Spencer. 
Louder  and  Mouler.  three  members  of  Division 
324.  from  Bluefleld.  W.  Va..  to  Cincinnati,  on  the 
26th  of  September,  last.  Everything  was  gotten 
up  in  first-class  style,  even  to  a  Pullman  car  being 
attached  for  the  accommodation  of  those  desiring 
to  participate  in  the  luxury  afforded  on  the  rail. 
There  was  only  one  thing  lacking  to  complete  the 
excursion  and  that  was  Windy  Reynolds  and  Ad- 
miral Johnson  were  not  there  with  their  gum 
boots.  Now.  Brother  Reynolds  is  somewhat  like 
myself,  he  wants  everyone  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  know  that  he  is  about.  While  Brother 
Johnson  is  not  slow:  he  can  say  as  much  in  a  few 
minutes  as  any  Brother  in  the  Division  room. 
Good.  Admiral,  keep  up  the  good  talk.  Brother 
C.  C.  McCnllougb.  who  handles  the  punch  between 
Bluefleld  and  Williamson,  W.  Va.,  is  one  conductor 
among  many  in  the  working  of  his  train,  especi- 
ally through  the  coal  fields  of  the  N.  &  W..  and  is 
known  to  be.  by  everyone  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact,  as  being  strictly  up  to  date  in  his  busi- 
ness. Brother  S.  E.  Croy  also  comes  in  for  a  share 
of  the  honors,  and  he  is  always  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  a  worthy  Brother.  I  don't  care  to 
say  too  much  about  Division  324  for  fear  my  own 
Division.  166.  will  think  I  am  a  little  partial. 

Newark.  O.  A.  P.  Henley. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

With  each  Division  comes  a  new  member  to 
your  list  of  correspondents.  So  we  trust  you  may 
find  space  to  inform  our  Brother  Conductors  of 
the  organization  of  Bay  State  Division  413  in  Bos- 
ton. It  will  be  of  interest,  no  doubt,  to  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  to  learn  that  on  Sunday.  Oct.  20. 
Brother  Wilktns  organised  the  largest  Division 
our  Order  has  known  in  its  history.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  discouraging  counsel  which  met 
the  promoters  of  this  Division,  we  cannot  but  offer 
our  highest  appreciation  for  their  efforts.  Our  ob- 
jects and  purposes  were  to  sustain  the  principles' 
and  advance  the  interests  of  the  O.  R.  C.  Many 
B  others  in  this  section  of  the  country  considered 
the  introduction  of  a  new  Division  uncalled  for. 
and  felt  concerned  as  to  the  number  it  might  at- 


tract from  their  quarters.  Their  methods  of  dis- 
approval were  heralded  with  language  somewhat 
short  of  propriety,  and  they  questioned  the  purity 
of  the  purpose  which  prompted  its  institution. 
But  "nothing  succeeds  like  success."  And  now 
that  it  is  a  success  the  Brothers  who  predicted 
many  things  inconsistent  with  our  desires,  must 
feel  somewhat  like  walking  backwards  to  bide 
their  prophecies.  The  generosity  with  which  Di- 
vision 1S7  met  the  rea  nests  for  withdrawals,  which 
will  number  100  or  more  before  the  charter  is 
closed,  merits  the  consideration  of  Division  413. 
By  a  unanimous  vote  of  1S7  they  expressed  their 
willingness  to  assist  in  advancing  our  new  Divi- 
sion, together  with  appropriating  funds  to  secure 
our  charter  and  jewels.  This  act  alone  deepens 
our  gratitude  and  strengthens  our  kindly  disposi- 
tion. 

It  was  a  scene  for  a  painter,  to  see  Brother  Wil- 
kins  declaring  that  large  body  of  135  men  mem- 
bers of  Division  413.  The  meeting  was  called  at  10 
a.  m.. and  closed  at  5:40  p.  m.  A  banquet  was  served 
at  1:30  p.  m.  which  was  enjoyed  by  ISO  Brothers. 
The  initiatory  exercises  were  performed  by 
Brother  Sears  and  staff  from  Division  66.  They 
left  Bangor  and  Portland  at  midnight  on  a  special 
car  and  were  received  at  Boston  and  conducted  to 
Roughen  Hall.  Charleston.  Their  work  was  grand 
and  impressive.  It  called  for  marks  of  approval 
and  will  go  down  upon  the  pages  of  our  first  rec- 
ords as  a  master  effort.  We  feel  a  tenderness 
among  the  boys  of  Division  66.  and  hope  their  vis- 
its will  be  many.  More  than  ordinary  credit  is 
due  Brother  John  H.  MacDonald  for  his  untiring 
efforts  in  bringing  this  Division  to  such  a  success- 
ful issue.  The  honor  of  naming  the  Division  was 
assigned  to  Brother  MacDonald. 

Brother  Pitzgerald.  whom  I  believe  signs  "Auto- 
mobile'* in  The  Conductok,  and  is  Chief  Conduc- 
tor of  Division  122,  was  present  for  a  short  time. 
If  it  adds  luster  to  a  branch  of  our  Order  to  be  or- 
ganised on  historic  soil.  Bay  State  Division  stands 
unequaled  in  brightness.  It  was  born  at  the  foot 
of  Bunker  Hill,  on  the  ground  made  famous  by 
our  illustrious  forefathers  and  in  a  township 
known  to  the  world.  The  several  Divisions  of 
Boston  may  be  in  a  position  before  long  to  extend 
an  Invitation  to  the  Grand  Division  to  meet  here. 
True,  we  will  not  invite  you  to  a  state  with  sands 
of  gold,  or  fields  of  grain,  or  mountains  of  pre- 
cious ore.  We  cannot  present  to  you  scenery  un- 
surpassed, nor  can  we  offer  a  climate  equal  to  the 
other  coasts,  but  we  would  gather  in  a  hall  from 
the  windows  of  which  your  eyes  would  rest  upon 
objects  whereof  your  children  speak  today.  You 
will  see  objects  that  will  be  taught  to  successive 
generations  to  come:  you  will  see  our  Boston,  our 
Concord,  our  Lexington  and  our  Bunker  Hill;  you 
would  carry  home  memories  of  the  birth  place  of 
our  Independence— thoughts  of  the  most  historic 
spot  in  our  country.  We  are  satisfied  that  induce- 
ments offered  by  other  sections  of  our  country 
will  receive  slight  consideration  when  .our  way  is 
clear  to  bid  you  come.  Now  let  me  advise  you 
who  was  selected  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  Division 
413.  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  that  no  mistake 
was  made  in  the  following  choice:  G.  A.  Silsbee. 
C.C.:  J.  H.  Parent.  A.  C.  C:  Royal  Beal.  S.  and  T: 
Henry  Hughes.  S.  C:  L.  C.  Prescott.  J.  C:  G.  L. 
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Oilman.  I.  S.:  Thomas  Smi  there.  O.  S.:  Finance 
Committee.  Charles  Bedell.  Walter  Pease.  C.  J. 
Willard;  Legislative  Committee.  J.  H.  McDonald: 
a  committee  of  adjustment  comprising  fifteen 
from  five  Divisions  of  the  B.  &  M.  system.  The 
proceedings  were  conducted  in  a  manner  which 
reflected  great  credit  upon  the  executive  ability 
of  Brother  Wilkins.  It  added  tone  and  dignity  to 
the  standing  of  our  Order.  His  remarks,  highly 
impressive  and  full  of  instruction,  brought  back 
to  the  minds  of  those  who  have  been  associated 
with  the  organization  for  a  generation,  the  im- 
portance of  their  duty.  He  impressed  upon  the 
newly  made  members  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities incumbent  upon  them  In  the  fulfillment  of 
their  obligations.  The  earnest  attention  Brother 
Wilkins  received  during  his  address  was  so  marked 
that  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  its  salutory 
effect. 

I  trust  the  Almighty  will  inspire  our  officers 
with  wisdom  and  all  our  members  with  unity  of 
purpose,  and  that  His  benediction  may  constantly 
rest  upon  Bay  State  Division  No.  413.  Succbss. 

Boston.  Mass. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  will  excuse  our  regular  correspondent  of 
Division  335  for  not  showing  tip  in  the  columns  of 
our  Conductor,  as  the  past  four  months  has  been 
our  busy  time.  In  addition  to  our  regular  pas- 
senger and  freight  business,  which  is  always  good, 
we  have  just  completed  another  successful  season 
of  mountain  pleasure  travel,  for  which  New 
Hampshire  is  world  famous.  Having  been  located 
during  the  past  summer  up  in  the  mountainous 
part  of  the  Granite  State,  I  hardly  know  what  our 
Brothers  farther  down  the  valley  have  been  doing. 
Our  mountain  travel,  while  not  quite  up  to  last 
season,  has  been  unusually  good.  Tourists  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  have  visited  us.  The  ancient 
name  of  New  Hampshire,  or  of  the  old  province 
which  compose  it,  was  Laconia.  so-called  by  reason 
of  the  great  lakes  therein.  It  was  enfeoffed  to 
Capt.  John  Mason  with  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges. 
Kt.  (1629).  The  air  is  pure  and  wholesome,  the 
country  pleasant,  having  high  hills  and  mountains, 
full  of  goodly  forests  and  fair  valleys  and  plains  of 
fruitful  corn,  vines,  nuts,  and  infinite  sort  of 
fruits:  large  rivers,  environed  with  goodly 
meadows,  plenty  of  timber.  Here  among  its 
spruce  and  piney  woods  and  lakes,  the  climate 
furnishes  health  to  the  tourist  and  sport  to  the 
fisherman  and  hunter— trout  and  deer  both  being 
plenty  in  their  season.  An  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1704.  made  it  the  duty  of  every  house- 
holder to  provide  one  good  pair  of  snow  shoes  and 
mogasceens  and  to  replace  and  repair  the  same,  to 
better  enable  them  to  pursue  the  enemy  in  winter. 
The  Granite  Commonwealth  has  been  described 
as  a  good  place  to  emigrate  from,  and  perhaps  no 
state  in  the  union  retains  so  few  of  its  enterprising 
sons  on  the  homesteads  among  the  hills:  but  it 
may  also  be  safely  said  that  no  other  state  has 
more  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  sons  and  daughters 
sent  forth  to  the  world,  and  no  spot  to  the  absent 
looked  back  to  with  more  of  affection  and  love. 
Concord,  situated  in  the  central  part  of  the  state, 
is  our  capital,  and  by  which  ever  way  it  is  ap- 
proached from  the  south  is  along  the  banks  of  the 


fair  Merrimac.  preeminently  the  river  of  uses- 
subservient  to  almost  every  industry.  Rising  in 
sources  more  than  five  thousand  feet  above  the 
sea  level.  Pemigewasset  and  Winnipesaukee  unite 
at  Franklin,  forming  the  Merrimac.  The  Winni- 
pesaukee is  the  outlet  of  the  great  lake  and  the 
water  power  companies  of  the  cities  below  have 
wisely  provided  artificial  means  to  retain  in  this 
great  natural  reservoir  a  reserve  of  power  in  time 
of  drouth  As  its  sources  are  more  varied,  so  are 
its  uses  more  manifold  than  any  stream  of  Its  ex- 
tent and  volume  in  the  world.  Gathered  from 
infant  streams,  born  in  the  placid  ponds  of  the 
Franconia  Valley  and  high  up  on  the  summit  of 
Mount  Willey.  and  receiving  waters  from  the  out- 
lets of  Winnipesaukee.  Squam  and  Newfound 
lakes,  from  the  slopes  of  distant  Monadnock  and 
Kearsarge,  through  the  Contoocook,  Blackwater 
and  tributaries,  and  farther  down,  from  the  outlet 
of  Massabesic.  the  Snncook.  Souhegan.  Nashua. 
Concord  and  Sbawsbeen  rivers,  it  discharges  into 
the  Atlantic,  after  its  broken  and  busy  flow  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty  miles  by  its  course.  Lowell. 
Nashua.  Manchester  and  Lawrence  are  the  chief 
manufacturing  centers  utilising  its  power,  with  a 
host  of  smaller  towns  upon  its  banks  and  tribu- 
taries. The  route  to  the  White  and  Franconia 
mountains  from  Boston  has  the  advantage  of 
picturesque  scenery,  while  speed  and  safety  aie 
attained  by  making  use  of  first-class  rolling  stock 
and  of  all  the  modern  appliances  and  conveniences 
of  railway  travel.  Perhaps  no  other  section  of  the 
White  and  Franconia  mountains  excites  the 
curiosity  of  visitors  more  than  the  "Old  Man  of 


"OLD  MAN  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN." 

the  Mountain"  in  the  Franconia  Notch,  this  bold 
combination  of  rocky  masses  forming  that  wonder- 
ful imitation  of  the  outlines  of  the  human  face. 
The  granite  face  stands  out  on  the  crest  of  Cannon 
Mountain,  fifteen  hundred  feet  above  the  surface 
of  Profile  Lake,  looking  out  from  its  rocky  throne. 
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insensible  to  passion,  pleasure  or  pain.  At  the 
base  of  Cannon  Mountain,  directly  beneath  the 
overhanging  portrait  of  the  "Old  Man."  is  a  beaut- 
iful sheet  of  water  called  Profile  Lake.  Fanciful 
names  have  been  bestowed  upon  it.  as  the  "Old 
Man's  Mirror"  and  "Old  Man's  Washbowl."  but 
however  named,  or  if  nameless,  it  is  one  of  the 
gems  in  the  gallery  of  mountain  pictures  in  this 
section  of  the  country.  There  are  countless  other 
attractions  in  different  sections  of  our  state  that 
equally  interest  the  tourist,  but  time  and  space 
forbid  further  description.  Come  up.  faraway 
Brothers  and  we  will  show  you  around  and  give 
you  the  key  to  our  Old  Granite  State.  H.  W.  H. 
Concord.  N.  H. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Our  social  in  June  was  of  the  highest  order  and 
greatly  enjoyed  by  the  many  who  witnessed  it. 
This  was  a  very  interesting  little  gathering  and 
they  regretted  the  approach  of  the  midnight  hour. 
We  were  pleased  to  have  Brother  L.  E.  Sheppard. 
our  G.  J.  C  present.  Four  candidates  were  initi- 
ated, which  swelled  our  membership  to  forty  two 
in  number.  Prospects  are  brighter  with  ns  than 
evtr  and  our  officers  are  using  every  effort  to 
make  this  a  prosperous  year  and  to  let  1902  find  us 
with  fifty  staunch  members. 

Much  in  regard  to  seniority  and  merit  has  been 
said  through  the  columns  of  our  journal  of  late. 
Some  seem  to  think  promotion  should  obtain 
tbrough  seniority,  while  others  think  it  should  be 
the  reward  of  merit.  I  cannot  say  which  is  the  bet- 
ter, as  here  we  obtain  our  promotion  by  seniority 
only,  and  we  feel  that  we  were  born  under  a  lucky 
star.  I  am  under  the  impression  if  promotion  were 
obtained  by  merit  it  would  be  favoritism  in  dis- 
guise, which  would  prove  very  unsatisfactory  to  all. 
[Merit  cannot  be  disguised.  When  the  cloak  of 
favoritism  is  thrown  around  a  dummy,  dubbed 
merit,  the  deception  is  too  transparent  to  fool 
anybody— Ed.]  The  C.  &  O.  is  a  prosperous  road 
and  is  getting  gcod  results.  I  do  not  see  how 
merit  could  improve  on  seniority  here,  unless  it 
can  run  twenty-two  through  freights,  six  local 
freights  and  four  passenger  trains  on  single  track 
of  one  district  and  have  no  detention.  If  it  can  do 
this,  seniority  might  make  it  room  here.  The 
most  important  thing  for  adjustment,  according 
to  my  way  of  thinking,  is  the  age  limit.  It  is  all 
right  for  railroads  to  employ  inexperienced  men 
between  twenty-one  and  twenty  five  years  of  age 
when  there  are  no  experienced  men  available. 
The  experienced  man  should  have  preference, 
regardless  of  age.  and  not  be  debarred  as  long  as 
he  is  capable  of  doing  the  service  required.  I  do 
not  think  it  right  for  us  to  be  deprived  of  our 
vocation  after  many  weary  years  of  toil,  fitting 
ourselves  to  do  good  services.  I  have  heard  it 
said  if  a  man  has  industry  and  get  up  about  him 
he  can  work  at  something  else.  I  will  admit  a 
man  with  a  surplus  of  energy  and  will-power  can 
accomplish  much,  but  if  a  lawyer,  doctor  or 
preacher  are  called  to  do  work  outside  their  pro- 
fessions they  would  not  make  a  successful  cobbler, 
sawyer  or  planter.  Suppose  all  business  enter- 
prises were  based  on  the  same  principle  as  the 
railroads,  employing  none  over  twenty-five  years 
of  age.  What  would  we  do?  Nothing  but  side- 


track for  those  who  are  younger.  At  the  next 
meeting  of  our  Grand  Division  I  sincerely  hope 
the  delegates  will  have  this  subject  on  their  brain, 
if  not,  have  a  notation  of  it  in  one  of  their  seven- 
teen pockets  and  do  all  they  can  to  abolisb  the  age 
limit.  Business  on  the  C.  &  O.  is  better  than  it 
has  ever  been.  The  passenger  trains  between 
Bremo  and  Lynchburg  and  between  Lynchburg 
and  Clifton  Forge,  which  were  convenient  and 
much  appreciated  by  the  traveling  public,  have 
been  taken  off  for  the  winter.  If  all  of  our  trains 
could  get  over  the  road  as  well  as  the  manifest 
trains  we  would  never  have  a  candidate  for  the 
Old  Conductors'  Home.  Our  road-bed  is  in  first- 
class  condition.  We  have  ten  G-3  engines  added 
to  our  district  in  addition  to  our  F-10's,  and  we  are 
hauling  from  2500  to  3000  tons  in  each  train  east. 
About  fifteen  firemen  have  been  promoted  to 
engineers.  A  great  many  firemen  and  brakemen 
have  been  employed  here  recently,  and  if  business 
continues  to  increase  a  double  track  will  be  neces- 
sary. We  are  glad  to  see  our  last  promoted  con- 
ductors making  good  time:  at  the  present  rate  it 
will  not  be  long  before  they  will  be  eligible  for  the 
O.  R.  C.  and  their  ages  will  not  prevent  them 
taking  a  policy  for  more  than  a  thousand  dollars  if 
desired.  P.  A.  McDaniel. 

Clifton  Forge,  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Picking  up  an  old  Conductor  of  the  year  1899  re- 
cently, we  re-read  an  article  signed  Mox.  Harris- 
burg.  Pa.  We  would  judge  from  the  trend  of  his 
interesting  letter  that  he  is  just  what  he  advises 
all  the  conductors  to  be.  a  man  who  is  master  of 
all  his  work,  and  one  who  has  complete  comrolof 
the  entire  train  from  the  tip  ot  the  pilot  to  the  ex- 
treme farthest  end  of  the  knuckle  in  the  rear  end 
of  the  caboose.  This  all  reads  nice,  and  when  one 
can  close  his  eyes  in  bis  palatial  (?)  caboose  when 
lying  in  perfect  composure  upon  an  old  cushion 
with  about  eight  bog  hairs  in  it.  and  imagines 
these  things  he  feels  that  the  dignity  of  his  office 
is  enhanced  wonderfully,  but  "all  is  not  gold  that 
glitters."  We  have  no  desire  to  speak  disparag- 
ingly of  his  ideas,  for  they  are  all  right,  and  where 
it  is  possible  to  control  every  movement  of  men. 
or  to  know  that  the  general  aim  of  your  men  is  to 
do  the  work  just  as  they  think  would  please  you.  or 
in  a  way  that  they  would  do  it,  if  being  done  for 
themselves,  there  is  certainly  a  satisfaction  in 
running  a  train,  and  many  of  its  terrors  vanish. 
However,  some  conductors  are  imbued  with  a 
spirit  of  independence  in  the  running  of  their 
trains  that  is  carried  to  extremes.  We  have  the 
smooth  conductor,  who  is  never  boisterous,  who 
does  his  work  in  a  quiet,  unassuming  way,  whose 
men  go  right  ahead  with  the  work,  without  any 
confusion,  and  he  seems  to  float  along  upon  flow- 
ery beds  of  ease.  He  is  generally  about  on  time, 
and  everything  seems  to  come  his  way.  Of  course, 
he  may  slide  by  a  car  occasionally  if  it  will  lay  him 
out  to  pick  it  up.  or  he  may  steal  six  or  seven  min- 
utes at  a  telegraph  office  in  order  to  show  up  run- 
ning time,  when  going  against  some  superior 
train:  he  may  fudge  a  little  on  station  switching, 
but  he  generally  has  a  train  that  the  engineer  can 
dance  along,  and  they  love  to  pull  him  and  the 
brakemen  are  stuck  on  him.  His  ideaof  timecard 
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rules  and  bulletin  notices  are  all  right,  but  he  is 
not  overburdened  with  conscientious  scruples  and 
he  would  rather  chance  getting  "jacked  up"  from 
the  office  than  to  carry  out  the  literal  meaning  of 
all  this  red  tape  business.  He  is  generally  an  old 
wheel  horse  and  some  of  his  shortcomings  are  se- 
cretly referred  to  by  the  others  and  it  is  apparent 
that  even  officials  just  wink  the  other  eye  when 
come  up  certain  matters  and  the  smooth  man 
makes  a  good  record.  He  is  pointed  to  as  a  model 
and  this  reminds  us  of  a  question  asked  by  the 
train  master  of  a  near  by  read,  of  a  brakeman.  He 
said  to  him:  "Don't  you  think  you  ought  to  be 
proud  of  your  conductor  for  making  so  little  over- 
time this  month?"— A  case  of  where  the  conductor 
did  it  all. 

We  have  the  conductor  who  can't  trust  his  men; 
the  one  who  always  rides  on  the  engine  and  especi- 
ally when  a  passenger  train  is  about  due  in  the 
rear.  The  one  who  always  waits  in  the  caboose 
until  the  train  stops  and  then  walks  over.  We  have 
the  one  who  sees  every  switch  closed  and  the  one 
who  don't  see  any.  We  have  the  loud  boisterous 
one.  who  gives  all  of  his  orders  in  no  mistaken  tone 
of  voice  and  does  this  generally  in  the  prescence 
of  as  large  a  crowd  as  he  can  get  in  the  mid^t  of 
and  is  never  slow  to  let  all  bis  hearers  know  that 
"I  am  running  this  train!"  We  have  the  conductor 
who  worries,  from  the  time  that  he  starts  out  until 

h  e  registers  in.  and  the  one  who  don't  give  a  

whether  we  get  in  tonight  or  not.  The  latter  is 
always  the  happiest-never  has  nerve  trouble  or 
dyspepsia,  and  has  been  known  to  live  to  a  good 
old  age.  while  the  former  generally  meet  some- 
body or  somebody  punches  him.  and  he  blows  out 
of  the  country,  a  victim  of  bis  own  over-zealous, 
ness.  Although  the  list  might  be  extended  indefi- 
nitely andalistof  brakemen. similarly  equipped, 
could  be  named.  We  will  name  but  one  more  at 
tbis  time  and  he  is  the  company's  conductor.  No- 
body loves  him.  but  his  wife.  He  is  pointed  out  by 
all  of  the  boys  and  while  bis  regular  men  can  stand 
bim.  he  is  dreaded  by  the  extra  men  that  bave  been 
on  with  an  easy  man.  And  the  engineer— well  he 
says:  "We  never  will  get  in  now."  There  did'nt 
used  to  be  very  many  of  tbem  way  back  in  the  70's. 
but  they  are  falling  in  line  now.  one  by  one.  They 
are  still  disliked,  but  time,  tbe  healer  of  all  worldly 
grief  will  gradually  make  the  way  smoother  for 
them  and  they  will  occasionally  find  a  rose  planted 
by  one  who  has  gone  before. 

We  will  venture  to  call  the  Brother  from  Harris- 
burg.  Pa.,  a  company's  man  and  tell  him  hesbould 
be  proud  of  the  name.  A  man  who  has  earned  this 
sobriquet  is  generally  one  that  you  can  tie  to  in 
safety.  He  is  generally  one  who  does  bis  work 
and  all  of  it.  not  tbrough  a  sense  of  duty  alone,  but 
because  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  square.  He  takes 
the  same  interest  in  his  train  and  in  his  Division 
work,  that  be  would  if  he  owned  it.  He  feels  that 
it  is  as  much  his  work  as  that  of  tbe  trainmaster's. 
He  does  all  that  he  knows  ought  to  be  done, 
wbether  specifically  told  to  do  so  or  not.  If  he  can 
help  any  one  else  out  be  always  does  it.  even  if  it 
is  at  a  sacrifice,  knowing  that  things  generally 
even  up  about  right  in  tbe  end.  If  his  engine  can 
pull  some  additional  load  more  than  he  had  orders 
to  pick  up.  he  takes  it.  He  expects  loyalty  to  him- 
self and  to  tbe  company,  from  bis  men.  and  he  has 


a  right  to  demand  it.  if  necessary.  He  isn't  always 
popular,  but  he  is  an  earnest  hard  worker  and  fig- 
ures on  all  the  possibilities  of  bis  make  up  for  tbe 
good  of  his  superior  officers,  who  are  as  a  rule  en- 
titled to  far  more  than  he  gets  in  way  of  allegiance 
of  employes.  There  are  two  sides  to  every  ques- 
tion and  tbe  ones  who  howl  company's  man.  are 
generally  the  ones  who  feel  safe  in  the  guiding  di- 
rection of  that  misused  weapon  upon  which  they 
lean,  n  amed  seniority.  They  will  laugh  at  one  who 
will  strictly  conform  to  all  requirements  as  far  as 
possible  and  call  him  a  chump.  Tbeir  motto  is 
"do  as  little  as  you  can.  and  never  do  today,  that 
which  can  be  done  tomorrow."  for  maybe  the  other 
fellow  will  catch  it. 

It  was  our  pleasure,  recently,  to  meet  one  of  the 
old  O.  &  M.  boys,  named  Dow  Rich,  who  is  now 
working  with  the  C.  &  V..  in  yard,  at  Cinncinnati. 
Also  Brother  Dick  Hinton.  who  is  running  extra 
passenger  on  St.  Louis  Division  of  the  Southern. 
They  among  many  more  of  the  old  boys,  now  gone, 
were  here  when  the  O.  &  M.  were  all  wool  and  a 
yard  wide;  good  old  times,  the  memory  of  which 
will  always  be  a  bright  particular  spot  to  look 
back  upon,  however  checkered  our  career  may  be 
in  the  luture.  C.  W.  M. 

Seymour.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Again  are  we  reminded  that  another  month  has 
passed  by  the  appearance  of  The  Conductor 
with  its  many  different  topics.  Well.  Brothers,  in 
a  few  days  we  will  be  called  upon  to  elect  officers: 
not  because  we  are  dissatisfied  with  the  ones  we 
have  at  present,  but  because  we  are  compelled  to 
do  so  by  tbe  rules  of  tbe  Order.  Now,  Brothers, 
be  careful  whom  you  select  to  fill  the  chairs,  for 
remember  that  upon  our  officers  rests  the  respon- 
sibility of  tbe  success  of  our  Order.  Good  officers 
and  good  members  make  good  meetings. 

John  Dolan  placed  himself  in  the  care  of  the  con- 
ductors Sunday.  Oct.  20.  Johnny  will  make  a  good 
member.  We  bave  one  more  eligible  case  pending 
for  tbe  near  future.  I  wish  it  could  be  impressed 
upon  all  men  in  the  same  branch  of  railway  ser- 
vice the  importance  it  would  be  to  them  and 
others,  and  what  advantages  they  would  derive  if 
they  joined  the  different  orders.  There  are  many 
reasons  why  they  should  join,  but  no  reason  can 
be  offered  why  they  should  not  join.  That  self- 
preservation  is  the  first  law  of  nature,  few.  if  any. 
will  deny;  and  no  one.  unless  he  be  an  idiot  or  a 
fool,  intentionally  puts  himself  in  danger  of  losing 
life  or  limb:  but  unfortunately  for  mankind,  and 
men  of  our  calling  in  particular,  no  matter  how 
careful  and  cautious  a  person  may  be.  be  cannot 
avoid  the  results  of  accident.  And  how  often  ac 
cidents  occur— sometimes  from  the  slightest  and 
most  unforseen  cause.  There  is  just  this  differ- 
ence between  the  wise  and  tbe  unwise  man.  The 
one  takes  time  by  the  forelock  and  provides  for 
bimself  and  family  against  the  day  of  disaster;  the 
other  waits  until  it  is  too  late  and  he  becomes  a 
burden  to  himself,  and  oftimes  upon  those  whom, 
although  they  do  not  complain,  feel  that  their  own 
burdens  are  as  much  as  they  can  stand.  It  is  a 
duty  as  well  as  a  prililege  to  belong  to  some  of  the 
orders.  No  man  cares  to  live  on  charity.  Can  the 
thoughts  of  those  wbo  are  eating  the  bread  of 
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others  be  pleasant  when  they  them  selves  might 
have  been  able  to  relieve  their  own  or  fellow's 
necessities  but  for  their  own  neglect?  It  is  a  privi- 
lege because  it  is  a  passport  and  entry  to  all  good 
society.  Wherever  yon  may  be,  strangers  will  not 
be  afraid  to  introduce  you  to  their  friends  if  you  be- 
long to  the  Order.  And  why?  Because  he  or  they 
are  known  to  be  respected  by  others,  and  why  not 
by  them?  Let  every  Brother  impress  upon  his 
f  ellowmen  the  advantages  of  joining  at  once.  Let 
no  man  have  to  say  at  some  future  time— too  late- 
Remember  that  increase  of  membership  increases 
our  advantages,  which  will  increase  themselves.  I 
have  beard. 

A  great  many  remarks  are  being  made  in  regard 
to  political  parties— socialists,  democrats  and  re- 
publicans. It  is  not  right  to  cast  reflections  upon 
any  party.  Take  up  the  dictionary  and  see  what 
the  meaning  of  words  is.  Each  and  every  man 
should  have  a  mind  of  his  own  and  not  allow  him- 
self to  be  subdued  by  tbetalk  of  another.  He 
should  gain  his  knowledge  by  reading  for  him- 
self. As  we  are  about  to  close  our  dealings  with  190f, 
let  the  new  year  bring  us  new  thoughts,  new  hopes 
and  new  ideas.  O.  B.  M.  Sbwbll. 

Huntington.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  last  time  we  wrote  The  Conductor,  was 
from  Murphysboro.  Ills.,  on  our  return  from  St. 
Paul.  In  that,  we  said  we  were  highly  pleased 
with  our  trip  and  felt  like  working  hard  until  time 
to  start  to  Pittsburgh  two  years  hence.  We  meant 
every  word  of  it.  but  a  certain  ruling  of  the  offi- 
cials of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio,  dated  August  15th.  not 
only  stopped  us  from  work  sooner  than  we  desired, 
but  was  so  far  reaching  as  to  even  remove  us  be- 
yond the  extra  board.  While  this  sudden  change 
marred  our  plans  and  warped  our  future  prospects 
we  feel  very  fortunate  in  finding  employment  that 
throws  us  with  so  fine  a  lot  of  men  as  is  to  be  found 
on  the  Mo.  Pac.  R'y  in  all  departments  of  the  ser- 
vice. Find  them  well  organized  and  ever  ready  to 
assist  a  "has  been"  if  he  appears  worthy.  We  at- 
tended a  meeting  of  Division  37  and  found  the 
Brothers  very  much  in  earnest  and  harmony  pre- 
vailing. We  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  goat 
perform  at  this  meeting.  Brother  A.  T.  Smith 
presided  in  the  absence  of  the  Chief  Conductor. 
Secretary  Frye  was  on  hand  with  his  usual  amount 
of  good  sense  and  dignity.  Brothers  Grady  and 
Howden  were  ready  to  do,any  thing  they  were  told, 
but  seemed  more  excited  than  either  the  goat  or 
the  candidate.  Brother  E.  A.  Smith.  Chief  Con- 
ductor. Division  137.  has  been  exceedingly  kind  to 
us.  No  fault  to  find  with  any  one.  Brothers  Jack 
Maney  and  Jack  Rumsey.  on  locals  between  Osa- 
watomie  an  Council  Grove,  have  been  very  nice. 
Cal  Stephens  has  been  a  good  friend  to  us  and  we 
are  sure  he  will  show  it,  in  a  substantial  way  as 
soon  as  he  hears  from  Cbas.  Black  and  Milt  Walk- 
inghood.  If  they  should  fail,  we  have  only  to  ask 
C.  A  Humphreys  to  speak  the  word.  We  struck 
Brother  F.  C.  Struck  just  right  and  there  are  no 
finer  men  anywhere  than  Tom  Moran  and  Pete 
Eitel.  Brother  Peck  has  his  own  ideas  about  some 
things  and  is  rather  "sot  in  his  ways."  but  Jerry 
Donovan  will  fix  him.  It  is  said  that  Jerry  is  the 
only  man  on  the  system  that  would  dare  give  him 


advice.  You  ought  to  take  a  ride  in  that  caboose 
of  Brother  Shaw's.  We  went  over  the  road  with 
Mike  Flannery  on  his  first  trip  with  this  car  and  it 
kept  us  busy  all  the  way  keeping  passengers  and 
packages  right  end  up.  We  will  wager  that  the 
best  horseman  Pawnee  Bill  has.  can't  ride  this  ca- 
boose 10  miles  at  a  speed  of  25  miles  an  hour— it  is 
fierce.  Brother  Debite  says  it  was  built  especially 
for  Jim  Shaw.  Guess  he  is  right.  There  seems  to 
be  good  prospects  here  for  good  men.  Business 
is  increasing  rapidly  and  there  is  promise  of  heavy 
work  this  winter  which  will  call  for  more  crews. 
It  is  a  good  place  to  work.  C.  M.  Rhkvks. 

Council  Grove,  Kans. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  148  was  not  represented  through  The 
Conductor  in  September  issue  on  account  of  ex- 
cessive business  on  the  C.  S.  and  hard  runs.  Divi- 
sion 148  had  the  pleasure  of  having  our  newly 
elected  Grand  Junior  Conductor,  Brother  S hep- 
par  d.  who  was  making  a  tour  of  the  "Saat hern  Divi- 
sions. I  could  not  be  present  at  the  matting,  but 
was  with  him  a  few  hours  in  the  afternoon.  lead  on 
first  acquaintance  I  was  very  much  impressed 
with  his  mode.  He  has  a  large  field  to  work  in  and 
I  must  say  will  find  it  full  of  shrubbery  and  hard  to 
clear.  One  question  I  would  like  to  ask:  Why  is 
it  so  hard  to  get  the  members  to  attend  their  Divi- 
sions? What  honor  is  it  to  the  Order  to  have  35  or 
40  members  of  a  Division  and  some  of  them  to  my 
knowledge  for  the  past  six  months,  have  never 
shown  their  faces  in  the  Division  room?  Is  he  a 
good  member,  or  is  he  a  member  and  a  good  one 
only  until  he  is  promoted  to  a  passenger  conduc- 
tor? Or  maybe  his  insurance  holds  him.  How  does 
he  know  he  will  get  his  insurance  if  he  don't  at- 
tend a  meeting  once  in  six  months?  He  doesn't 
know  whether  he  is  justified  in  paying  bis  dues  or 
not.  He  cannot  say  how  the  Order  stands.  You 
find  the  majority  of  conductors  in  this  section  of 
the  country  so  long  as  they  are  freight  conductors 
they  are  good  members  and  promoted  to  passen- 
ger then  they  cease:  then  I  would  cease  with  the 
Order.  One  mistake  I  think  has  been  overlooked 
at  our  convention  is  this:  each  and  every  member 
should  pay  his  dues  and  assessments  to  the  local 
Secretary  of  each  Division:  then  he  would  be  re- 
quired to  attend  once  a  month.  If  bis  runs  were 
so  he  could  not  attend  that  would  release  him. 
We  have  them  here  who  stay  at  home  and  never 
attend. 

Quite  a  surprise  was  given  all  of  the  employes 
on  the  Q.  &  C.  except  those  that  were  getting  a 
monthly  salary,  in  the  shape  of  a  five  cent  raise  on 
the  trip.  We  thank  the  company  very  much  for 
the  token  and  only  hope  they  will  be  able  in  the 
near  future  to  give  us  much  more  or  equivalent  to 
other  roads.  Brother  Chas.  Roy.  who  for  the  past 
twelve  months  has  been  trainmaster  of  the  Chat- 
tanooga Belt,  leaves  us  to  accept  the  Montgomery 
yards  of  the  A.  &  W.  P.  Wish  him  well  and  suc- 
cess. Our  company  (Q.  &  C.)  is  making  great 
preparations  for  the  general  inspection  next 
month,  and  I  want  to  say  we  have  the  finest  road- 
bed in  the  country  and  equipped  with  block  sys- 
tem from  Cincinnati  to  Chattanooga.  We  have  all 
of  the  latest  improvements. 
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R.  &  S..  has  given  up  that  position  and  accepted  a 
much  better  position  as  a  passenger  conductor  of 
the  same  road.  Business  upon  the  Q.  &  C.  has 
for  the  past  three  or  four  months  been  above  the 
average.  Our  only  hope  is  it  will  continue  to  keep 
so.  Brother  Waymon's  wife  and  daughter  returned 
home  yesterday  from  a  protracted  visit  in  Cincin- 
nati and  Covington.  Ky.  Oris  Hkrriott. 
Chattanooga.  Tenn. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  hath  been  said  of  old :  "The  first  shall  be  last 
and  the  last  first."  To  us  the  first  article  in  the 
September  number  of  THfe  Conductor  is  the  best 
of  the  entire  feast.  Brothers,  what  think  ye  of  the 
answers  given  by  the  conductors'  wives  in  answer 
to  Sister  Mac's  investigation  of  "The  reasons  for 
non  attendance  of  their  husbands  at  their  meet- 
ings?" Let  us  all  study  them  well,  and  examine 
our  own  selves  and  be  profited  by  those  that  fit  us 
best  and  practice  the  same  by  being  regular 
attendants  at  Division  meetings,  when  in  our 
power  to  do  so.  Sister  Mac.  you  did  well.  Come 
again. 

While  perusing  the  many  letters  in  The  Con- 
doctor  the  fact  came  to  us  that  you  have  not 
beard  from  Division  141  for  lo,  these  many  days. 
We  meet  regularly,  with  a  fair  attendance  at  each 
meeting  and  enough  interest  manifested  in  the 
routine  of  business  and  propositions  and  sugges- 
tions for  the  good  of  the  Order  and  Division,  that 
ere  we  are  aware  of  it  from  two  to  four  hours  have 
passed  before  the  gavel  bids  us  good-bye.  till  we 
meet  again.  We  wish  to  say  to  Brother  Rankin,  of 
Division  223.  that  the  members  of  141  do  not  ex- 
pect the  Secretary  and  Chief  to  form  a  Quorum, 
as  enough  and  several  to  spare  are  always  present 
and  on  time,  even  in  the  scorching  summer 
months.  Our  Division  followed  the  example  of 
No.  378  (and  perhaps  many  others)  in  passing  reso- 
lutions denouncing  the  assassination  of  our  be- 
loved President,  Wm.  McKinley.  with  expressions 
of  sympathy  for  his  bereaved  wife  and  friends. 
We  all  mourn  the  loss  of  a  true  friend  to  labor  and 
laborers. 

On  the  24th  of  November  our  Division  will  elect 
their  officers  for  the  year  1902.  Brothers  of  our 
Order,  a  few  meetings  more  and  another  year's 
work  will  close  to  enter  in  the  duties  of  a  new 
year.  Comparing  the  present  with  the  beginning 
of  this  year,  how  do  we  stand?  As  Divisions, 
have  we  advanced  to  the  high  standard  of  frater- 
nal organization,  and  as  individuals  are  we 
stronger  in  the  faith  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
ciples  of  our  Order.  Perpetual  Friendship?  If, 
after  self-examination,  we  find  ourselves  weighed 
in  the  balance  and  found  wanting,  will  we  not  re- 
double our  efforts  in  the  remaining  days  of  the 
year  to  bring  us  up  to  the  standard  to  which  we 
should  be?  Division  141  was  highly  entertained 
by  the  Sisters  of  No.  17.  L.  A.  to  O.  K.  C.  with  a 
very  interesting  program  and  a  beautiful  feast  on 
the  evening  of  October  19.  which  was  greatly  en- 
joyed and  appreciated  by  all  present.  Those 
Brothers  who  could  not  attend  missed  a  great 
treat.  G.  M.  Riggin. 

St  Joseph.  Mo. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

October  Conductor  just  received  and  carefully 
read.  I  note  a  letter  from  Brother  C.1A.  Garrard, 
of  Division  207.  who  chronicles  the  visit  of  Brother 
Sheppard.  G.  J.  C.  Brother  Garrard  I  failed!  to 
mention  that  the  K.  C.  M.  &  B.  and  associated  lines 
have  passed  under  the  control  of  the  Frisco  sys- 
tem. All  members  of  Division  207  and  members 
of  other  railway  organizations  employed  on  the  K. 
C.  M.  &  B..  were  in  hopes  that  when  the  Frisco 
took  control  of  the  K.  C.  M.  &  B.  and  associated 
lines,  there  would  be  an  abolishment  of  the  K.  C 
F.  S.  &  M.  hospital  association,  butinthisiwe  was 
disappointed,  because  one  of  the  first  moves  made 
by  the  Frisco  system  was  the  adoption  of  the  K.  C. 
F.  S.  &  M.  hospital  association  and  inserting  anew 
clause  calling  for  a  rigid  physical  examination  and 
extending  the  distance  for  hearing  a  watch  tick 
from  48  to  60  inches.  These  rules  not  to  apply  to 
employes  now  in  service,  but  every  person  em- 
ployed from  now  on.  mnst  pass  the  examination 
required  by  the  hospital  association.  The  ques- 
tion which  now  presents  itself  is.  "Why  did  the 
Frisco  system  of  railways  adopt  the  hospital  asso- 
ation?"  I  think  bulletin  No.  6.  issued  by  the  Au- 
ditor, of  the  K.  C.  F.  S.  &  M.  hospital  association, 
June  5,  1901.  bowing  the  financial  condition  of 
same  and  from  what  sonrce  the  funds  are  received, 
the  expenses  incurred  and  the  cash  surplus  on 
hand,  will  answer  the  question  fully. 

Below  are  some  figures  taken  from  said  bulletin: 
Receipts  for  Six  Months.  Ending  April  30th: 

From  members  :  $16.3533) 

From  K.  C.  F.  S.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.  and  asso- 
ciated companies   250.CC 

From  interest  on  temporary  investments.  117.50 

Total  Revenue.  $16.7203) 
Expenses  for  Said  Six  Months: 

Physicians  and  Surgeons  $  3,9723 

Hospital  Expenses   4.01250 

Nursing.  Other  than  Hospital   616.00 

Medical  and  Surgical  Supplies   881.37 

Stable  Expenses   5033) 

Stationery  and  Printing   45.51 

Repairs.  Buildings   534.17 

Taxes  _   6.00 

Funeral  Expenses   4773) 

Rents   276.00 

General  Expenses   315.00 

Total  Expenses.  $11.64031 

Surplus  for  Said  Six  Months  $  5.0603) 

Surplus  Previous  to  Tni*  Six  Months   12.900.88 


Total  Surplus  on  Hand,  April  30th.  1901.  $17.96116 
It  will  be  seen  by  these  figures  that  the  employes 
pay  to  the  support  of  the  nospital  $1,712.80  more 
than  the  total  expenses  incurred  by  the  hospital 
association.  Tnis  does  not  include  the  $1173) 
shown  as  temporary  interest,  which  I  consider  in 
terest  on  employes  money.  Brothers.  I  will  ask 
all  of  you  this  question.  'Before  the  adoption  of 
what  is  known  as  the  Employes'  Hospital  Associa- 
tion by  the  principal  railroad  companies  who  paid 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  injury  to  passen- 
gers and  railway  employes?"    I  will  say  the  rail- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


872 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


road  companies  did,  but  now  the  employes  of  said 
railroads  are  paying  these  expenses.   Am  I  rient? 
I  will  say  in  behalf  of  Division  207. 0.  R.  C.  that 
we  want  the  total  abolishment  of  the  hospital  asso- 
ciation and  that  we  took  a  vote  on  the  abolishment 
of  same  and  said  vote  was  unanimous,  and  that 
this  matter  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  for  the  Frisco  system  for  1902.  We 
believe  if  we  can  secure  the  abolishment  of  the 
hospital  association,  these  rigid  physical  examina- 
tions and  the  age  limit,  will  be  reduced  to  a  reas- 
onable standard,  because  it  is  our  opinion  that  the 
surgeons  and  physicians  whom  we  are  supporting, 
are  the  instigators  of  these  rigid  physical  exam- 
inations, and  we  further  believe  if  all  the  hospital 
associations  could  be  abolished,  there  would  be 
less  good  and  competent  men  out  of  employment 
—men  who  are  now  just  as  able  and  competent  to 
perform  the  duties  required  of  men  in  train  ser- 
vice, as  they  were  ten  years  ago.   And  should  be 
more  competent  now  on  account  of  the  improve- 
ments made  in  rolling  stock  and  equipments, 
which  require  less  exertion  and  reduce  the  bard- 
ships  which  were  in  existence  ten  years  ago.  I  was 
informed  that  a  certain  conductor  running  out  of 
St.  Louis  on  the  Frisco,  said  "that  he  did  not  care 
whether  tbe  Frisco  adopted  the  hospital  associa- 
tion or  not,  as  it  would  not  affect  him.  because  the 
old  employes  would  not  be  required  to  pass  the 
examination  required  by  said  association.  Several 
months  ago  I  was  in  conversation  with  a  conductor 
employed  on  the  K.  C.  F.  S.  &  M.  R.  R.,  regarding 
the  abolishment  of  the  hospital  association  and 
was  told  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  abolishment, 
saying  if  it  were  abolished  he  would  have  to  con 
tnbute  more  money  to  help  some  disabled  rail- 
road man,  than  that  he  now  pays  to  the  hospital.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  all  tbe  conductors  on  the  Frisco 
system  do  not  have  the  same  opinion.   These  two 
conductors  certainly  did  not  think  what  effect  the 
hospital  association  and  its  rules  had  on  their 
Brother  conductors  seeking;  employment,  neither 
did  they  think  that  a  few  years  hence,  when  they 
pass  the  age  limit,  that  they  may  be  looking  for  a 
position,  they  will  then  realize  what  the  hospital 
means,  as  all  the  principal  roads  are  adopting 
same.    Brothers,  stop  and  consider  this  matter 
carefully  and  vote  with  us  and  instruct  your  rep- 
resentative to  vote  and  work  for  the  abolishment 
of  the  hospital  association.  Then  there  will  not  be 
so  many  old  employes  going  to  the  Home,  as  some 
of  them  could  earn  enough  in  a  few  years  to  keep 
them  from  tbe  Home. 

I  take  pleasure  la  referring  to  Brother  Milton  G. 
Pumphrey's  letter  in  September  journal  and  fully 
agree  with  him  in  saying,  pay  the  old  and  disabled 
conductor  a  pension  and  let  him  stay  at  home  and 
enjoy  some  of  the  money  his  dear  old  wife  de- 
prived herself  of  by  paying  tbe  old  man's  assess- 
ments that  they  may  live  together  in  their  old 
home  until  the  supreme  conductor  asks  them  to 
make  their  last  run  across  the  Dark  Valley  and 
register  in  the  beautiful  beyond. 

Business  is  not  as  good  as  it  was  a  year  ago* 
Have  13  extra  conductors,  some  of  whom  have 
gone  back  to  braking.  Business  conditions  on  all 
roads  and  chances  for  employment  should  be  given 
by  all  correspondents,  as  is  given  by  R.  O.  C.  r* 
pender.  in  October  journal.  • 
Amory.  Miss. 


'Hospital. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  reading  the  October  issue  of  The  Conductor 
two  articles  in  the  Fraternal,  one  by  "Merit,"  of 
Sedan.  Ind..  and  the  other  by  J.  A.  Keith,  of  Des 
Moines,  caused  me  to  stop  and  reflect.  "Lest  we 
forget.  lest  we  forget."   My  mind  averted  back 
to  the  session  of  the  Grand  Division  in  1894  and 
1835.  when  the  subject  of  "The  Monthly"  was 
before  the  house  in  the  report  of  Brother  Daniels, 
the  Grand  Secretary.  Quoting  from  Harper's— 
"In  many  ways  a  maganine  simulates  the  opera- 
tions of  Nature.  It  is  born,  and  it  grows.  It  occu- 
pies/a  special  field.   It  started  with  a  definite 
scheme,  and  is  backed  by  abundant  material  and 
intellectual  resources  (and  we  trust  will  succeed). 
There  must  be  (and  there  was)  an  imperative  call 
for  it  in  the  conditions  attending  its  birth,  so  that 
its  emergence  seems  spontaneous.  It  must  in 
itself  have  the  power  of  creative  life.  No  so- 
licited contribution  has  quite  the  value  of  one  pre- 
pared by  a  writer  of  his  own  notion.  There  can 
indeed  be  nothing  arbitrary  in  the  conduct  of  a 
magazine.  It  is  a  popular  institution  engaging 
the  earnest  attention  and  interest  not  only  of 
those  directly  concerned  in  its  management,  but 
of  a  large  silent,  yet  commanding  constituency 
All   counsels  and  suggestions  from  whatever 
source  are  not  only  heeded  but  gratefully  re- 
ceived."  Those  of  us  who  in  Grand  Division 
nourished  it  and  supported  it.  felt  its  need.  Our 
main  purpose  was  to  educate  the  conductors  who 
were  O.  R.  C.  We  knew  it  was  the  means  of 
reaching  a  great  many  non-attendants.    I  am 
sorry  that  at  present  it  is  so  great  a  class.  Like 
Brother  "Merit"  we  claim  "it  has  enlightened  the 
minds  of  our  conductors  and  broadened  the 
sphere  of  their  usefulness."    Brother  Keith  asks 
thirteen  questions.  We  have  an  element  in  our 
ranks  who  consider  The  Conductor  of  no  earthly 
account,  only  for  self-praise— a  Jolly— to  see  one's 
thoughts  in  print,  to  roast  somebody,  to  report 
some  ball,  to  tell  what  a  nice  fellow  some  official 
or  some  Brother  is.  etc.,  all  of  which  is  spice 
thrown  in.  but.  Brothers,  we  have  a  higher,  a 
nob.Ier  view  in  defense  of  our  monthly— not  to 
jolly  or  censure,  not  to  make  a  job  for  some 
Brother  to  draw  a  salary,  but  to  educate  our  fellow 
conductors.  To  make  better  conductors  of  them— 
better  citizens.  A  little  fiction  is  good,  and  here 
comes  to  me  the  words  of  JohnRuskin:  "There 
are  books  of  the  honr.  and  books  of  all  time."  So 
there  are  writings  of  the  hour  and  writings  of  all 
time;  we  need  both.  Tbe  air  brake  instruction  is 
certainly  very  beneficial.  The  Fraternal  depart- 
ment is  certainly  the  magic  mirror  which  reflects 
the  whole  procession.  Some  scenes  which  we 
look  upon  we  dislike,  especially  those  which  pro- 
duce hard  feelings  among  our  members.  There 
are  words  produced  for  ns  to  peruse  that  it  were 
better  they  had  never  been  written  (some  of  them 
from  Cincinnati.  O.)  There  are  subjects  in  which 
we.  as  a  class,  are  strictly  interested;  that  the 
columns  of  The  Conductor  are  our  only  means 
of  getting  at  our  members.  Measures  affecting 
our  organization,  policies  and  sometimes  plans, 
can  bnt  be  brought  out  through  its  columns. 
Measures  and  policies  affecting  our  national  ex- 
istence can  in  an  unpartlsan  manner  be  debated  in 
columns  to  the  advantage  of  ns  all.  and  at  the 
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same  time  afford  intellectual  food  for  our  brains 
outside  of  tons,  cars,  fares,  orders,  rules,  etc.. 
■which  become  monotonous  in  onr  everyday  lives. 
Only  today,  as  I  sit  nursing  an  injury  received.  I 
picked  up  a  copy  of  Wilsblre's  Challenge,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  some  of  onr  literatears  I  would  like 
to  see  some  comments  upon.  I  know  Veritas  will 
say.  I  told  you  so.  Tet  I  trust  the  quotations  will 
find  many  a  Brother  wbo  will  see  in  them  food  for 
thonght  and  subjects  on  which  to  wield  his  pen. 
Wilshire  says-  "The  government  takes  over  a 
thousand  of  miles  of  railwsys  every  year  when 
they  go  bankrupt  and  a  government  receiver  is 
appointed,  yet  nobody  gets  hurt.  Will  the  gov- 
ernment appoint  a  receiver  that  is  permanent  in- 
stead of  a  temporary  one  unless  some  new  party 
is  at  the  helm?  Is  there  to  be  a  revolution  in 
industry?  Will  the  autocratic  control  of  onr  in- 
dustries- lie  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Morgan  and 
Rockefeller  on  the  democratic  control  of  all  the 
people?  The  theory  of  socialism  is  based  upon 
the  hypothesis  that  the  change  from  private  own- 
ership  to  public  ownership  is  inevitable."  I  do 
not  think  that  any  selected  body  of  workingmen 
if  msde  owners  and  managers  of  private  indus- 
tries—commonly  called  trusts— would  be  able  to 
do  very  much  good  toward  improving  conditions. 
Our  socialistic-inclined  Brothers  will  say  it  is  the 
industrial  system  that  is  to  blame,  or  lies  at  fanlt. 
more  than  the  Morgans.  I  use  the  term  Morgans 
as  referring  to  capital  centralized.  By  the  laws  of 
business  Morgan  must  get  his  raw  materials,  snch 
as  iron.  coal,  transportation  and  labor,  at  the 
lowest  cost  in  order  to  compete  with  other  parties 
who  are  in  the  market.  If  the  market— which  is 
getting  to  be  the  whole  world— is  taken  into  con- 
sideration a  broader  view  mnst  be  taken  by  our 
legislators  than  if  the  market  be  confined  to  what 
is  commonly  called  the  home  market,  or.  the 
United  States.  This  country  is  surely  producing 
a  surplus,  not  only  in  agricultural  products,  but  in 
manufactured  products  far  in  excess  of  home  de- 
mands. While  Mr.  Morgan  endeavors  to  get  his 
raw  materials  at  the  lowest  cost,  including  labor; 
so  does  the  laboring  man  endeavor  to  get  as  much 
food  and  leisure  as  he  can  in  exchange  for  his 
labor.  Here  lies  the  irrepressible  conflict  of  labor 
and  capital  that  can  never  be  settled  by  any  arbi- 
tration treaty.  If  the  laboring  man  got  all  his 
labor  produced,  would  he  be  satisfied  with  indus- 
trial conditions?  This  will  never  happen  until  he 
owns  the  machinery  of  production,  and  the  only 
feasible  plan  for  that  would  be  by  national  owner, 
ship.  Here  is  where  our  socialists  get  their  motto, 
"Let  the  nation  own  the  trusts."  In  the  near 
future  the  problem  of  the  unemployed  will  meet 
our  legislators  for  consideration.  Men  have  found 
employment  in  two  great  channels;  first,  in  the 
creating  and  operating  of  machinery  to  produce 
consumables,  such  as  coal.  oil.  flour,  sugar,  etc.; 
second,  in  the  operation  of  machinery  to  pro- 
duce more  machinery— locomotives,  railways, 
oil  refineries,  etc.  In  this  second  class  we 
conductors  find  ourselves  directly  interested 
The  demand  for  new  machinery  is  about  sat- 
isfied. The  fact  that  trusts  exist  is  proof  of 
it  They  propose  to  see  that  further  production 
is  prevented,  and  its  curtailment  has  become  an 
absolute  necessity.  Now.  the  question  arises,  how 


are  the  thousands  of  men  who  have  been  making 
such  machinery  going  to  find  employment?  As  a 
means  of  curtailing,  the  trusts  close  a  mill  here, 
for  awhile,  and  then  one  there,  for  awhile,  thus 
avoiding  a  menace  to  the  business  world.  Taking 
a  pessimistic  view,  what  next  ?  Will  a  system  of 
distribution  that  gives  to  the  producers  all  they 
produce  solve  the  problem?   Wages  are  de- 
termined by  a  comparative  method,  it  is  not  ac- 
cording to  what  the  individual  produces,  but  at 
what  price  the  employer  can  get  some  other  man 
to  take  the  Job.  According  to  the  amount  of  men 
out  of  employment  who  are  only  too  willing  to 
take  any  wage  that  will  keep  soul  and  body 
together.  Just  so  far  from  a  minimum  amount  will 
the  scale  of  wages  be  from  such  an  amount  as  will 
keep  a  man  alive.  Thus  the  capitalist  cannot  give 
the  laborer  what  he  produces,  nor  can  the  laborer 
demand  it.  Thus  a  surplus  is  produced,  and  the 
capitalist  cannot  give  it  to  the  laborer  in  the  way 
of  increased  wages  under  the  competitive  system 
of  wages.  An  exception  to  this  is  the  case  of  the 
gentleman  in  Pall  River  in  the  cotton  industry 
who  went  into  the  market,  bought  the  surplus  and 
gave  his  employes  a  5  or  10  per  cent  raise.  It  re- 
mains to  be  seen  how  he  comes  out.  The  co-oper- 
ative plan,  like  the  Proctor  &  Gamble  ivory  soap 
works,  is  one  solution  of  taking  care  of  this  sur- 
plus. The  majority  of  our  capitalists,  to  get  rid 
of  this  sarplns.  have  two  ways;  one  is  to  turn  it 
into  new  machinery,  and  the  other  into  more 
luxuries  for  his  own  consumption.    New  ma- 
chinery means  more  employment  but  a  lower 
wage  scale.  The  first  is  "forninst"  the  turning  of 
the  surplus  into  new  machinery,  and  that  forces 
he  surplus  to  be  turned  into  an  increased  supply 
of  luxuries  for  the  rich.  The  rich  have  already 
gone  to  their  limit  in  devising  ways  of  spending 
their  money  on  luxuries  and  no  greatly  increased 
demand  for  labor  or  goods  is  produced.  To  a 
pessimist  this  magnifies  the  importance  of  the 
great  future  problem— the  unemployed.  The  solu- 
tion of  this  problem  is  the  conception  of  the 
socialistic  party.  Would  I  prophecy  aright  if  I 
say  when  she  finds  a  Bismarck,  a  Gladstone,  a 
Blaine  or  a  Jefferson  to  espouse  her  cause  she  will 
start  a  wave  of  reform  that  will  sweep  not  only 
our  country  but  the  whole  civilised,  industrial 
world.  The  tenets  of  the  socialistic  parties,  while 
they  have  their  conception  in  a  socialistic  view  of 
affairs,  yet  as  to  bow  far  they  are  pessimistic  I 
feel  unable  to  state.    The  senator  from  New 
Hampshire  expressed  recently  some  very  broad 
ideas,  and  way  in  advance  of  any  of  our  public 
men  in  reference  to  the  American  laborer.  He 
will  bear  watching  this  winter.  Governments  are 
made  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property 
That  has  been  the  fundamental  principle  underly- 
ing, ever  since  history  has  been.  Socialism  would 
change  it  to  mean  ownership  of  life  and  property. 
I  am  not  quite  ready  to  accept  the  substitute.  It 
is  not  parties  that  we  need  at  present  as  it  is 
men  such  as  we  read  about,  when  we  read  snch  an 
oration  as  was  delivered  by  Geo.  W.  Deane  on 
"The  men  to  make  a  state."  When  such  a  spirit 
as  is  found  in  the  book  of  books,  exemplified  by 
"He  who  died  on  Calvary,"  the  love  of  humanity 
rather  than  that  of  the  almighty  dollar— a  leader 
for  this  whole  territorial  globe— when  the  man 
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endowed  with  this  spirit  and  the  statesmanship  of 
our  greatest  men  takes  hold  of  socialism  then, 
and  not  until  then,  can  I  see  my  way  clear  to  adopt 
it.  I  trust  our  American  congress  will  develop 
some  great  leader  who  will  make  optimists  of  our 
pessimists  and  make  the  American  people  satis- 
fied. "Mubat." 
Covington.  Ky. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

In  reading:  Thk  Conductor  from  month  to 
month  I  have  often  been  disappointed  in  seeing; 
so  little  from  Division  264.  I  was  jnst  thinking:  of 
making;  an  inquiry  if  some  Brother  would  look  on 
the  map  of  the  United  States  and  find  out  Just 
where  Raleigh.  N.  C,  was.  but  to  my  joyful  sur- 
prise I  received  a  letter  from  our  good  Brother  W. 
W.  Newman.  Secretary,  announcing:  a  special 
meeting:  Wednesday.  Nov.  6.  to  entertain  our 
Grand  Junior  Conductor.  I  regret  very  much  that 
I  cannot  attend  on  account  of  a  little  accident  a 
few  days  ago.  in  which  I  received  an  injury,  (ret- 
ting- my  right  leg:  hurt. 

Division  264  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition, 
taking:  in  Quite  a  number  of  new  members  re- 
cently and  others  coming;.  Brother  J.  T.  Alder- 
man, our  general  chairman  for  the  Seaboard  Air 
Line  R'y..  has  been  doing:  some  work  preparing;  a 
schedule  tor  the  conductors.  From  the  last  ad- ' 
vice  he  was  advancing:  as  nicely  as  could  be  ex- 
pected, as  che  S.  A.  L.  R'y.  has  never  had  a  sched- 
ule for  its  conductors. 

We  are  now  under  a  new  management,  who  both 
general  and  local,  are  gentlemen  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  contracts  between  railroad  com- 
panies and  employes.  We  feel  sure  of  getting  a 
hearing  with  nice  treatment  and  good  results  from 
our  general  officers.  We  have  good  friends  in  onr 
local  officers  to  help  us  on  our  way. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hiz.  onr  new  superintendent  on  the 
first  division,  is  very  much  liked  by  all  his  em- 
ployes. Our  new  trainmaster.  Mr.  W.  R.  Hudson, 
we  have  not  had  time  to  get  acquainted  with  as  yet. 
but  have  every  reason  to  believe  he  is  a  good  man. 
Mr.  LeHew.  our  chief  dispatcher  is  just  one  of  the 
best  fellows  you  ever  met.  He  is  firm  in  business, 
but  good  to  the  men. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  have  a  good  time  on 
Sunday,  Nov.  10,  which  has  been  set  tor  election  of 
officers  in  Division  264.  Wish  some  of  yon  good 
Brethren  in  the  Grand  Office  could  be  present  and 
give  us  a  good,  enthusiastic  speech  and  make  it  a 
grand  day  with  Division  264.  yet  we  will  not  com- 
plain, we  always  have  a  good  time,  and  as  this  is 
on  the  eve  of  Thanksgiving  Day.  Brother  W.  W. 
Newman,  I  am  sure,  will  prepare  a  good  program 
that  will  make  us  all  thankful. 

Brother  Welch's  letter  with  suggestions  from 
Brother  John  Dwyer,  I  feel  with  good  considera- 
tion from  all  the  Brothers  of  all  Divisions  all  over 
this  vast  United  States.  Mexico  and  Canada,  that 
Washington.  D.  C.  the  great  center  of  this  coun- 
try, is  the  place  for  the  Grand  Division  of  the  Or- 
der of  Railway  Conductors,  and  that  all  might  re- 
joice to  see  our  Grand  Officers  within  center  reach 
of  all  Divisions  over  this  broad  land  of  ours.  May 
God  grant  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Division  at 
Pittsburg.  Pa.  in  1903  may  be  cheered  with  ten 
thousand  voices  with  gladness  in  Divisions  all 


over  this  grand  old  United  States  that  a  large  ma- 
jority vote  will  be  cast  locating  the  Grand  Divi- 
sion of  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Being  of  the  O.  R.  C.  fifteen  years 
I  feel  very  much  interested  in  her  welfare. 
Raleigh.  N.  C.  E.  T.  M. 

«& 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  hardly  expected  to  get  our  "bray"  in  this 
issue,  bnt  as  we  have  not  brayed  for  some  time,  it 
seems  that  considerable  speculation  as  to  wheth- 
er we  have  gone  off  the  earth  or  out  of  business 
has  been  going  the  rounds,  which  a  guilty  con- 
science says  calls  for  an  explanation,  owing  to  our 
being  the  person  appointed  to  look  after  the  duties 
of  correspondent,  we  must  say  that  Division  144 
has  a  kick  coming  at  our  negligence,  but  although 
our  intentions  have  been  the  very  best,  circum- 
stances seems  to  have  prevented  our  writing  at 
the  proper  time.  But.  however,  our  delayed  re- 
port is  quite  lengthy,  and  to  avoid  tiring  your 
readers,  will  cut  off  here  and  set  out  part  of  it  and 
pick  up  later  on. 

We  were  on  a  vacation  in  August  and  took  a  trip 
over  the  D.  &  R.  G.  to  Salida.  Gunnison,  Glenwood 
Springs  and  vicinity,  hoping  to  have  a  good  time 
fishing,  camping,  etc..  but  were  disappointed 
somewhat  on  account  of  heavy  rains,  resulting  in 
muddy  streams  and  our  not  being  able  to  convince 
the  beautiful  speckled  fry  that  there  could  be  but 
one  best  bait,  and  that  was  on  our  hook,  but  they 
shook  their  tails  and  said  "nit."  Our  physical 
condition  was  also  out.  or  on  a  strike,  which  didn't 
improve  matters  much,  so  we  returned  Septem- 
ber 1st.  feeling  as  though  we  had  bet  an  the  wrong 
dog.  and  when  we  saw  a  friend  to  whom  we  had 
promised  a  mess— and  there  were  so  many— we 
would  wonder  what  kind  of  a  story  to  tell  him.  and 
as  perhaps  half  a  dozen  more  of  our  friends  ap- 
peared with  those  ancient  old  questions  of  "Where 
is  yer  game?"  "Where's  mine?"  etc..  popping  in 
our  ears,  would  make  a  quiet  exit  hoping  to  avoid 
attracting  any  more  attention,  and  thinking  in 
some  cases  a  fellow  is  better  off  without  so  many 
friends. 

At  Glenwood  Springs  we  met  Brothers  John  Lar- 
son and  Tom  Lyman  of  the  D.  &  R.  G..  with  their 
families  on  No.  2.  returning  to  their  homes  in  Den 
ver.  Brother  Larson  and  family  have  been  on 
quite  an  extended  trip  through  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington, and  it  was  not  long  before  we  had  a  squat- 
ters'claim  on  adjoining  seats  and  John  was  soon 
relating  many  interesting  incidents  of  his  trip. 
Tom  had  only  been  to  Glenwood  on  a  short  trip, 
and  being  of  a  quiet  disposition  we  did  not  get 
much  information  from  him,  but  Brother  Larson 
being  one  of  our  old  classmates  on  the  top  side  of 
a  freight  train  in  '82  and  '83,  soon  got  warmed  up  to 
"railroadin'  in  them  days,"  and  related  his  experi- 
ence from  the  time  he  came  from  Sweden  to  the 
time  he  was.  caught  in  a  steel  trap  in  a  slough  near 
Golden,  and  after  making  his  escape  filed  an  ap- 
plication for  brakeman  on  the  old  C.  C.  narrow 
gauge,  which  was  accepted,  and  he  says  when  be 
looks  back  and  thinks  of  the  first  trip  he  made  with 
white  yarn  stockings,  low  cut  shoes  and  high  cut 
pants,  he  thinks  he  would  like  to  have  some  of  the 
cons  that  used  to  read  the  hop.  skip  and  jump 
clause  till  he  couldn't  sleep  at  night,  braking  for 
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him  now  so  he  might  tell  them  where  the  cross  in' 
was  blocked.  After  eating  a  nice  lunch  prepared 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson,  we  talked  a  whole  lot 
more,  admired  the  beautiful  scenery  along  the 
line  until  Salida  was  reached,  where  we  stopped 
off  after  bidding  them  farewell,  and  spent  a  day 
or  two  in  that  lively  railroad  town,  where  retail 
lienor  Joints  seem  to  form  the  larger  part  of  the 
business  portion  of  this  little  burg,  whose  proprie- 
tors eagerly  look  forward  to  pay  day  on  the 
Grande.  Many  of  the  boys,  we  found,  had  good 
Jpbs  out  of  Salida.  Minturn  and  Gunnison  .although 
many  have  been  there  so  long  they  do  not  realize 
how  well  off  they  are  with  their  short  trains  com- 
pared to  some  of  our  Brothers  on  other  lines, 
where  a  conductor  gets  humpnecked.  humpbacked 
and  red.  green  and  white  headed  from  writing 
down  car  numbers  and  figuring  np  his  tonnage, 
while  brakemen  walk  in  their  sleep  from  force  of 
habit.  The  mountain  trainmen  all  look  fat.  sm fl- 
ing, saucy  and  well  fed.  while  many  of  our  valley 
friends  show  tne  scars  of  battle  in  the  way  of 
drooping  forms,  gray  hairs  and  wrinkled  faces  in- 
cident to  long  hours,  overwork  and  worry. 

The  beet  sugar  industry  is  having  a  great  boom 
in  the  vicinity  of  Loveland  and  Greeley,  which 
will  greatly  Increase  local  freight  business  on  the 
C.  &  S.  and  Union  Pacific  in  the  region  of  these 
two  points,  and  any  of  the  boys  who  have  ever 
worked  on  either  of  these  roads  mnst  not  expect 
to  find  any  snaps  here  if  they  are  looking  for  office, 
for  indications  look  like  speed  moving  won't  be 
in  it. 

Well,  to  return  to  the  cause  of  delay.  We  came 
back  to  Denver,  spent  a  few  days  with  friends  and 
returned  to  work  September  7th:  worked  until  the 
17th.  when  again  our  old  trouble  sidetracked  us 
and  the  doctor  said  if  we  cared  to  inhabit  this 
earth  any  longer  we  would  have  to  undergo  a  very 
dangerous  surgical  operation,  and  we  told  him  it 
had  surely  come  to  a  show  down,  so  took  our  med- 
icine and  went  to  St.  Joseph's  hospital  September 
19th  and  spent  nearly  five  weeks,  and  as  yet  are 
unfit  for  duty.  The  complaint  is  one  that  dates 
from  childhood,  and  since  the  cause  is  removed 
we  hope  to  be  healthier  and  happier  for  a  few 
sleeps  more  at  least.  If  we  had  time  and  room  we 
would  like  to  tell  your  readers  in  our  simple,  fool- 
ish way  of  the  many  strange  things  one  sees  and 
hears  in  a  hospital,  and  while  death  at  all  times 
lurks  near  one  sees  and  hears  things  that  will 
make  them  sad  and  something  else  will  make 
them  laugh  the  next  moment,  and  we  laughed 
harder  in  the  worst  stage  of  the  game  than  for 
many  moons  before.  Among  the  patients  were 
people  of  many  nationalities,  and  some  that  could 
not  speak  a  word  of  English,  and  it  was  about  like 
telling  a  Chinaman  how  to  make  a  jerk  or  flying 
switch  as  for  the  nnrses  to  tell  some  of  these  peo- 
ple the  rules  of  order.  The  nurse  would  always 
talk  as  though  the  foreigner  was  deaf.  Then  some 
of  the  fever  patients  in  their  delirious  state.would 
sing  and  talk  for  beurs  and  the  Swede  and  Italian 
sounded  laughable  to  one  not  educated  in  their 


language,  and  especially  about  midnight  when  a 
native  of  Sweden  would  break  the  silence  with 
what  sounded  to  us  like  a  Methodist  hymn. 

We  know  many  will  think  the  writer  a  heartless 
wretch  to  even  think  of  laughter  at  a  place  where 
so  much  sickness  and  sorrow  abounds,  but  our 
motto  has  always  been:  If  you  can  see  anything  to 
laugh  at  about  me.  crack  away  at  any  and  all 
times. 

We  were  treated  very  nicely  by  all  and  feel  that 
we  are  under  lifelong  obligations  to  Division  44 
and  its  members,  and  especially  to  Brothers  Lou 
Pierce.  Jimmy  Greiner  and  Dr.  Lyman  for  their 
quick  action  in  getting  yours  truly  to  the  hospital 
and  medical  aid.  The  fried  chicken,  dainty  jellies, 
flowers  and  reading  matter  from  Sisters  Hinkley. 
Ogden  and  Holbrook  were  surely  enjoyed  and  ap- 
preciated. 

Brother  Billy  Ogden  was  laid  up  with  a  severe 
attack  of  gall  stone  about  the  1st  of  October. 
Brother  Jim  Greiner  also  suffered  a  severe  sprain 
of  the  wrist  about  that  time,  detaining  him  from 
duty,  but  both  are  at  it  again.  Brother  Lou  Pierce 
took  a  vacation  the  latter  part  of  October,  and  paid 
a  visit  to  the  scenes  of  early  days  in  the  east. 
Brother  George  Burrows,  an  old  Sontb  Park  vet- 
eran for  the  past  sixteen  years,  said  his  wife  was 
about  to  apply  for  a  divorce  as  he  had  been  an  O. 
R.  C.  for  years  and  his  name  had  never  appeared 
in  The  Conductor.  He  is  like  many  more  of  our 
quiet  Brothers— does  not  come  around  to  let  us 
know  whether  be  has  pulled  out  a  Miller  hook  or 
broken  a  Janney  knuckle,  and  therefore  we  can- 
not advertise  unless  we  have  the  goods,  but  would 
be  glad  to  give  any  and  all  of  the  boys  a  turn  over, 
and  would  be  very  thankful  if  they  would  tell  or 
write  us  a  little  outline  of  happenings  on  the  road 
that  we  might  let  the  friends  of  our  Brothers  know 
their  whereabouts  and  doings.  Did  not  see  you, 
George,  while  up  the  Park  in  August,  but  saw 
Brothers  Tony  Schmidt.  Frank  Smith  and  Tom- 
my St  John  putting  their  earmark  in  South  Park 
tourist  tickets.  Your  correspondent  is  in  posses- 
sion of  facts  that  would  lead  one  to  believe  he  has 
a  near  neighbor  who  owes  an  excuse  on  delay  re- 
port to  her  Division,  but  would  not  expose  corre- 
vsoondent  of  Division  23  or  have  said  writer  know 
to  whom  we  allude.  Brother  C.  W.  M.  we  read 
your  letter  and  Inquiry  as  to  our  whereabouts. 

Well,  boys,  our  annual  elaction  isn't  many  car 
lengths  distant,  so  pull  for  the  shore,  boys,  and 
pull  for  the  best  men.  whether  they  have  a  pull  or 
not. 

Onr  absence  from  Division  room  of  late  plainly 
tells  us  we  don't  know  beans  about  the  working  of 
the  Division,  but  from  the  history  of  Division  44  in 
the  past  we  don't  think  said  Division  would  be 
benefited  by  any  change  in  our  official  staff,  as  let 
well  enough  alone  has  always  proven  a  good  adage 
and  we  think  Brother  Clark,  our  Chief,  and  staff, 
who  have  nursed  Division  44  in  darkness  and  in 
light,  will  do  to  He  to.  Hot  Tamalbs. 

Denver.  Colo. 
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Passengers   Alighting  From 


Injuries  to 
Trains. 

A  judgment  in  favor  of  Mrs.  C.  E.  Mur- 
ray for  injuries  received  while  alighting 
from  a  train  of  the  Georgia,  Southern  & 
Florida  R'y.  Co.  has  been  reversed  by 
the  supreme  court  of  Georgia,  39  S.  E. 
Rep.,  427.  Mrs.  Murray  was  a  passenger 
on  the  train  and  when  paying  her  fare  to 
the  conductor  had  stated  that  she  desired 
to  leave  the  train  at  a  point  near  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Macon,  known  as 
"Junction,"  which  is  a  place  where  the 
road  connects  with  another  road.  The 
conductor  agreed  to  stop  the  train  at  that 
point  for  her  to  get  off.  When  at  a  point 
about  three  hundred  feet  from  the  "Junc- 
tion" the  train  stopped  momentarily  to 
allow  time  for  a  switch  to  be  set.  Mrs. 
Murray,  thinking  the  stop  was  for  her,  at- 
tempted to  get  off,  carrying  a  small  child 
in  her  arms.  Before  alighting,  the  train 
started  up  and  she  was  thrown  off  by  the 
jerk,  receiving  injuries  for  which  she 
sued.  The  supreme  court  held  that  the 
injuries  she  received  were  the  result  of 
her  own  negligence  or  mistake  in  attempt- 
ing to  alight  from  the  train  before  it 
reached  the  point  at  which  the  conductor 
had  agreed  to  stop  to  let  her  off  and  that 
she  could  not  recover  damages  against 
the  railroad  company  therefor. 

Another  recent  case  in  which  the  ques- 
tion of  liability  of  a  railroad  for  injuries 
received  by  a  passenger  in  alighting  from 
a  train  is  that  of  Cooper  vs.  Georgia, 
Carolina  &  Northern  Railway  Co.,  39  S. 
E.  Rep.,  543.  Cooper  had  requested  to 
be  let  off  at  Whitmire.  Just  before 
reaching  the  station  the  conductor  of  the 
train  came  to  Cooper  and  told  him  to  get 


ready  and  get  off.  As  the  train  slowed 
Cooper  followed  the  conductor  out  and 
stood  with  him  on  the  platform  as  the 
train  passed  the  station.  Instead  of 
coming  to  a  stop  when  they  reached  the 
station  the  train  began  to  go  faster  and 
Cooper  jumped  off,  receiving  injuries 
which  necessitated  the  amputation  of  a 
leg.  Cooper  secured  a  judgment  for 
$1,500  in  the  lower  court  and  this  judg- 
ment was  sustained  by  the  supreme  court. 

Speed  Within  City  Limits. 

Violation  of  municipal  ordinances  regu- 
lating speed  of  trains  within  corporate 
limits  is  held  in  many  courts  to  be  negli- 
gence, as  a  matter  of  law,  requiring  no 
other  proof  to  establish  negligence  of  the 
company  in  suits  for  personal  injuries 
from  being  struck  by  trains.  "The  better 
and  more  generally  accepted  rule,"  says 
the  supreme  court  of  North  Carolina,  39 
S.  E.  Rep.,  732,  "is  that  such  an  act  on 
the  part  of  the  railroad  is  always  to  be 
considered  by  the  jury  as  at  least  a  cir- 
cumstance from  which  negligence  may 
be  inferred,  in  determining  whether  the 
company  was  or  was  not  guilty  of  negli- 
gence." The  action  arose  out  of  injuries 
received  by  a  person,  resulting  in  his 
death,  from  being  run  into  by  a  train  of 
the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad  in  the 
city  of  Wilson,  North  Carolina.  An  ordi- 
nance of  the  city  made  it  unlawful  to  run 
trains  at  a  speed  greater  than  ten  miles 
an  hour  within  the  city  limits.  At  the 
time  of  the  accident  the  train  had  slowed 
down  to  less  than  the  statutory  limit  but 
had  been  running  at  a  much  greater 
speed  just  prior  thereto.  On  this  phase 
of  the  question  the  court  held  that  the 
object  of  the  ordinance  was  to  ljniit  the 
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speed  of  the  train  within  the  corporation 
so  that  it  would  be  at  all  times  within 
the  control  of  the  engineer,  bo  as  to 
enable  him  to  stop  in  time  to  prevent 
accidents  after  he  discovers  the  danger. 
The  case  was  sent  back  to  the  lower  court 
for  a  new  trial. 

Suspension  from  Fraternal  Order  tor  Fail- 
ure to  Pay  Assessments. 
The  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  A.  O.  U. 
W.  of  California,  provide  that  the  certifi- 
cate of  a  member  who  fails  to  pay  his 
assessment  within  a  certain  limited  time 
shall  by  the  fact  of  such  non-payment 
stand  suspended  without  action  on  the 
part  of  the  lodge  or  any  officer.  They 
also  provide  that  a  member  in  arrears 
more  than  three  months  shall  be  re- 
examined by  the  medical  examiner  and 
shall  pay  all  assessments  to  which  he 
would  be  liable  if  he  had  not  been  sus- 
pended and  requires  a  vote  for  his  rein- 
statement by  his  lodge  to  be  had  before 
reinstatement.  A  member  named  Mar- 
shall, after  he  became  more  than  three 
months  in  arrears,  paid  his  back  dues 
and  his  local  lodge,  without  requiring 
the  prescribed  medical  examination  voted 
to  reinstate  him.   The  grand  lodge  of 
the  order  refused  to  receive  the  money  or 
recognize  Marshall  as  a  member  on  ac- 
count of  his  failure  to  take  the  required 
examination;  andx  it  directed  the  local 
lodge  to  return  him  his  money.  While 
money  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
lodge  and  without  having  taken  the  re- 
quired examination,  Marshall  died.  The 
lodge  tendered  the  money  to  his  widow 
but  she  refused  to  accept  it  and  brought 
suit  on  his  certificate.     The  supreme 
court  of  the  state,  66  Pac.  Rep.,  25,  held 
that  fraternal  orders  similar  to  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.  being  excepted  from  the  general 
insurance  laws  of  the  state,  the  law  of 
the  organization  providing  for  immediate 
suspension  of  a  member  on  his  failure  to 
pay  assessments  within  the  specified 
time  limit  is  valid  and  no  act  of  the  lodge 
or  any  officer  thereof  is  necessary  to 
effect  such  suspension.   Marshall  having 
been  suspended  for  more   than  three 
months  was  not  entitled  to  reinstatement 


without  having  complied  with  the  require- 
ment that  he  submit  to  a  medical  exami- 
nation, and  the  action  of  the  local  lodge 
in  accepting  his  money  and  voting  his 
reinstatement  without  such  examination 
having  been  promptly  repudiated  by  the 
grand  lodge  was  not  binding  on  the  latter 
and  his  beneficiary  could  not  redover  on 
his  certificate. 

Assaults  on  Passengers. 

"There  appears  to  be  some  divergence 
of  opinion  as  to  a  common  carrier's  lia- 
bility for  an  assault  committed  by  its 
agent  on  a  passenger  when  the  agent  is 
acting  beyond  the  scope  of  his  employ- 
ment." Of  course  the  law  is  well  settled 
that  for  torts  committed  by  such  agents 
or  employes  upon  persons  who  are  not 
passengers  the  employer  is  not  liable, 
unless  acting  in  the  line  of  duty  imposed 
by  the  employment ;  as  where  a  conduc- 
tor of  a  train,  being  under  a  duty  to  the 
railway  company  and  having  authority  to 
eject  persons  not  entitled  to  carriage, 
commits  out  of  his  own  malice  and  per- 
sonal ill  will  toward  such  person  an  un- 
necessary assault  in  ejecting  him  from 
the  train.  Such  act  would  be  one  for 
which  the  company  would  be  held  liable. 
If,  however,  the  assault  was  made  on  a 
person  standing  beside  the  train  the 
company  would  not  be  liable,  as  it  would 
have  no  connection  with  his  duties.  The 
foregoing  statement  of  the  law  regarding 
assaults  by  conductors  was  made  in  the 
case  of  Birmingham  Electric  Railway 
Co.  vs.  Baird,  30  So.  Rep.,  456.  The  ac- 
tion grew  out  of  an  assault  by  the  con- 
ductor of  an  electric  railway  car  oper- 
ating between  Birmingham  and  East 
Lake,  Ala.  Baird  was  a  passenger  and 
had  asked  to  be  let  off  at  a  certain  street. 
The  car  failing  to  stop  he  pulled  the  bell 
cord  a  couple  of  times  and  got  into  a 
contention  with  the  conductor  thereover, 
in  the  course  of  which,  according  to  some 
of  the  testimony,  the  conductor  assaulted 
and  severely  beat  him.  Baird  recovered 
a  judgment  for  $2,500  against  the  railroad 
company  for  damages  received  by  him, 
which  sum  the  supreme  court  held  not  to 
be  excessive. 
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E.  T.  D.  Mvers  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Washington  Southern. 

A.  N.  McLennan  has  resigned  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Sydney  &  Louisburg. 

P.  E.  Dewey  has  resigned  as  general 
superintendent  of  the  Detroit  Southern. 

C.  M.  Ward  has  resigned  as  general 
manager  of  the  Chicago  &  Southwestern. 

W.  W.  Brogan  has  resigned  as  train- 
master of  the  Buffalo  Rochester  &  Pitts- 
burg. 

Walker  D.  Hines  has  been  elected  first 
rice- president  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville. 

J.  E.  Taussig  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake 
Erie. 

J.  H.  Olhausen  has  resigned  as  general 
superintendent  of  the  Central  of  New 
Jersey. 

E.  S.  Hooley  has  been  chosen  vice- 

S resident  of  the  Evansville  &  Terre 
[ante. 

V.  J.  Herlong  has  resigned  as  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  Gaines- 
ville &  Gulf. 

E.  E.  Scranton  has  resigned  as  general 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Erie  Alliance 
&  Wheeling. 

A.  W.  Comstock  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Cincinnati  Georgetown  & 
Portsmouth. 

H.  W.  McMaster  has  been  appointed 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Wheeling 
&  Lake  Erie. 

Linton  Williams  has  resigned  as  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Blackwell  Enid 
&  Southwestern. 

Charles  A.  Van  Dusen  has  been  appoint- 
ed assistant  superintendent  of  the  Wheel- 
ing &  Lake  Erie. 

A.  M.  Lane  has  resigned  as  division  su- 

ferintendent  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  at 
airmont,  W.  Va. 

D.  F.  Maroney  has  resigned  as  general 
superintendent  of  the  Pittsburg  division 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

F.  G.  Williamson  has  resigned  as  divi- 
sion superintendent  of  the  Dakota  divi- 
sion of  the  Great  Northern. 

F.  H.  Gouverneurhas  been  chosen  vice- 
president  of  the  Wilmington  Seacoast, 
vice  G.  L.  Morton,  resigned. 


B.  J.  Ford  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Brunswick  &  Birmingham, 
with  office  at  Brunswick,  Ga. 

J.  M.  Graham  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Gainesville  &  Gulf.  Head- 
quarters at  Gainesville,  Fla. 

S.  R.  Kramer  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Chicago  &  Southwestern. 
Headquarters  at  Muncie,  Ind. 

A.  S.  Miller  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Ashland  &  Wooster. 
Headquarters  at  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Charles  H.  Tweed  has  been  chosen 
president  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
the  Houston  East  &  West  Texas. 

L.  E.  Barker  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Gainesville  &  Gulf 
with  headquarters  at  Gainesville,  Fla. 

Frank  R.  Hale  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Iowa.   Headquarters  at  Kankakee,  111. 

R.  P.  Dalton  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  terminals  of  the  St.  Louis 
Iron  Mountain  &  Southern  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark. 

Frank  B.  Parker  has  resigned  as  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Wyoming  divi- 
sion of  the  Union  Pacific  at  Evanston, 
Wyo. 

R.  G.  Butler  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Lake  Erie  Alliance 
&  Wheeling.  Headquarters  at  Alliance, 
Ohio. 

Julius  Kruttschnitt  has  been  appointed 
assistant  to  the  president  of  the  Southern 
Pacific.  Headquarters  at  San  Francisco, 
Calif. 

B.  A.  Worth ington  has  been  appointed 
to  succeed  J.  L.  Frazier  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  Coast  division  of  the  Southern 
Pacific. 

C.  C.  Sroufe  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Tucson  division  of  the 
Southern  Pacific.  Headquarters  at  Tuc- 
son, Ariz. 

D.  McLaren  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Dakota  division  of  the 
Great  Northern.  Headquarters  at  Lari- 
more,  N.  D. 

W.  W.  Wentz,  Jr.,  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  Central  of 
New  Jersey.  Headquarters  at  Jersey 
City,  N.  J. 
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J.  C.  Reddell  has  been  appointed  gen- 
•eral  superintendent  of  the  Marietta 
Columbus  &  Cleveland.  Headquarters 
at  Marietta,  O. 

C.  M.  Ward  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Wyoming  divi- 
sion of  the  Union  Pacific.  Headquarters 
at  Bvanston,  Wyo. 

C.  W.  Galloway  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Cumberland  division 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  Headquarters 
at  Cumberland,  Md. 

U.  B.  Williams  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Wheeling  division 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  Headquarters 
at  Wheeling.  W.  Va. 

P.  L.  Richards  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Kansas  City  division  of 
the  Chicago  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  with 
office  at  Ottumwa,  la. 

W.  S.  Kinnear  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  Canadian 
division  of  the  Michigan  Central.  Head- 
quarters at  St.  Thomas,  Ont. 

J.  M.  Herbert  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  and  the  Rio  Grande  Western. 
Headquarters  at  Denver,  Colo. 

W.  II.  Whalen  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Northern  Wisconsin 
division  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern. 
Headquarters  at  Oshkosh,  Wis. 

J.  F.  Irwin  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Pittsburg  division,  west- 
ern district,  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 
Headquarters  at  Connellsville,  Pa. 

M.  Devney  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  & 
Henderson  divisions  of  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville.  Headquarters  at  Evansville, 
Ind. 

George  W.  Batlett  has  resigned  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  Dunkirk  Allegheny 
Valley  &  Pittsburg  since  the  transfer  of 
that  property  to  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michi- 
gan Southern. 

Russell  Harding,  third  vice  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Missouri  Pa- 
cific, has  also  been  chosen  vice-president 
of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  and  Rio 
Grande  Western. 

A.  B.  Newell,  formerly  superintendent 
of  the  western  division  of  the  Lake  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern,  has  been  chosen 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  White  Pass  &  Yukon. 

C.  F.  Franklin,  formerly  general  super 
intendent  of  the  Toledo  St.  Louis  & 
Western,  has  been  appointed  superintend- 
ent of  transportation  of  that  same  com- 
pany. Office  at  Frankfort,  Ind. 
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E.  R.  Thomas  has  been  elected  to  suc- 
ceed H.  C.  Barlow  as  president  of  the 
Evansville  &  Terre  Haute.  W.  F.  Carl- 
ton was  chosen  president  of  the  board  of 
directors  at  the  same  meeting. 

E.  E.  Snyder  has  been  appointed  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Memphis  Line,  Clarks- 
ville  Princeton  and  Clarksville  Mineral 
branches  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville. 
Headquarters  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

James  L.  Frazier,  formerly  superin- 
tendent of  the  Coast  division  of  the 
Southern  Pacific,  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  western  division. 
Headquarters  at  Oakland  Pier,  Calif. 

D.  G.  Rossh  as  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  Thunder  Bay,  Wablgoon 
and  Rat  Portage  sections  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific,  together  with  branch  lines  of 
same.   Headquarters  at  Ft.  William,  Ont. 

J.  D.  Brennan,  superintendent  of  the 
St.  Louis  division  of  the  Toledo  St.  Louis 
&  Western,  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  that  road,  vice  C.  F. 
Franklin,  resigned.  Headquarters  at  To- 
ledo, Ohio. 

F.  D.  Tucker  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Chicago  &  Council  Bluffs, 
the  Illinois  and  the  Racine  and  South- 
western divisions  in  Illinois  of  the  Chi- 
cago Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  with  office  at 
Savanna,  111. 

W.  R.  Woodford,  vice  president  and 

rneral  manager  of  the  Cleveland  Lorain 
Wheeling,  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  the  Pittsburg  division 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  Headquarters 
at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Eugene  P.  Cook,  formerly  trainmaster 
of  the  western  division  of  the  Lake  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern,  has  been  appoint- 
ed assistant  superintendent  of  the  Toledo 
division  of  that  road,  with  headquarters 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

G.  A.  Morrison  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Chicago  &  Council 
Bluffs,  the  Illinois  and  the  Racine  and 
Southwestern  divisions  in  Illinois  of  the 
Chicago  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul.  Head- 
quarters at  Savanna,  111. 

T.  G.  Mulhern  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  western  division  of  the 
Choctow,  Oklahoma  &  Gulf  Railroad 
Company,  with  office  at  South  McAlester, 
in  charge  of  the  Booneville,  McAlester 
and  Oklahoma  districts. 

J.  J.  Mahoney,  formerly  general  super- 
intendent of  the  Winona  &  Western,  has 
been  appointed  general  manager  of  the 
Ft.  Smith  &  Western,  with  headquarters 
at  Ft.  Smith,  Arkansas.  The  Winona  & 
Western  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Chicago  &  Great  Western  at  midnight, 
Sept.  11. 
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When  you  change  yonr  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  The  Conductor 
regularly  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name,  Division  number  and  address. 
4 

Division  89  extends  to  us  an  invitation 
to  their  second  annual  ball,  to  be  given 
Nov.  21. 

4 

Brother  E.  P.  Chapman,  Secretary  of 
Division  70,  desires  the  address  of  Broth- 
er F.  H.  Bacon  of  that  Division. 

4 

The  Seaboard  Air  Line  has  adopted  the 
Brown  system  of  discipline,  which  plan  is 
well  known  to  a  majority  of  our  members. 

4 

The  Ashtabula  Harbor  scenes  present- 
ed in  this  issue  are  from  photographs 
kindly  furnished  to  us  by  Brother  A.  H. 
Chapin,  of  Division  73. 

4 

Mrs.  Sallie  Morgan  of  Sullivan,  111.,  is 
very  anxious  to  learn  the  whereabouts  of 
her  son,  Edward  W.  Morgan,  formerly  a 
member  of  Division  101. 

4 

It  is  reported  that  the  Boston  &  Maine 
will  soon  try  an  experiment,  the  use  of 
oil  as  a  fuel  on  such  engines  as  run 
through  Hoosac  Tunnel, 
a 

Brother  W.  B.  Barkley  of  Division  165 
has  been  appointed  superintendent  of 
construction  of  the  Ft.  Scott  Iola  &  West- 
ern railway,  with  office  at  Moran,  Kas. 

4 

The  Secretary  of  Division  246  desires 
the  address  of  Brother  D.  J.  McDonald 
of  that  Division.  He  was  last  heard  from 
in  Mexico,  while  employed  on  the  Mexican 
Central. 

4 

We  are  pleased  to  mention  the  promo* 
tion  of  Brother  T.  G  Mulhern  of  Divis- 
sion  394  to  the  position  of  trainmaster  of 
the  Choctaw  Oklahoma  &  Gulf  at  South 
McAlester,  I.  T. 

4 

Division  180  and  Auxiliary  40  have  for- 
warded us  engrossed  resolutions  on  the 
death  of  William  McKinley  which  we  are 
compelled  to  omit,  as  was  done  with 
many  others  received. 


We  are  much  pleased  to  note  the  ap- 
pointment of  Brother  R.  L.  Cairncross 
of  Division  18  to  the  position  of  train- 
master of  the  Beaumont  division  of  the 
Gulf  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe. 

4 

The  many  friends  of  Brother  Ben  J. 
Ford,  of  Division  196,  will  be  pleased  to 
learn  of  his  promotion  to  trainmaster  of 
the  Brunswick  &  Birmingham.  His  head- 
quarters will  be  Brunswick,  Ga. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Steele,  404  Main  street,  Dal- 
las, Texas,  the  wife  of  Brother  M.  J. 
Steele  of  Division  288,  is  very  anxious  to 
receive  news  of  Brother  Steele,  from 
whom  she  last  heard  at  Torreon,  Mexico, 
where  he  was  sick. 

4 

Will  some  one  send  to  Brother  W.  B. 
Freeland,  Pratt,  Kas.,  secretary  of  Divi- 
sion 298,  the  address  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Boise, 
recently  train  dispatcher  for  the  Rock 
Island  at  Her  ring  ton,  Kas. 

4 

C.  S.  Dodson,  Secretary  Division  89, 
216  East  Oak  street,  Louisville,  Ky.,  de- 
sires the  address  of  Thomas  Phalen,  for- 
merly member  of  Division  89;  last  heard 
of  in  Texas.  Property  interests  involved. 

4 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  Og- 
densburg  News  announcing  the  success- 
ful termination  of  the  third  annual  social 
event  given  by  Division  25.  The  usual 
annual  drawing  of  two  gold  watches  took 
place,  after  which  a  very  enjoyable  ball 
followed. 

4 

A  Brother  in  writing  to  the  Grand  Chief 
Conductor  from  Port  Ximon,  Costa  Rico, 
says:  "At  present  I  am  running  passen- 
ger train  here,  but  it  is  not  a  very  desir- 
able place  to  work.  Conductors  get  /22 
per  month."  It  is  evident  that  a  job  in 
the  States  is  preferable  from  every  stand- 
point. 

4 

The  Western  Passenger  Association  has 
decided  that  typewriters,  cash  registers 
and  computing  scales  will  not  be  checked 
as  baggage  after  February  1,  1892.  This 
is  the  first  intimation  we  have  had  that 
typewriters  were  checked  as  baggage. 
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They  are  usually  found  traveling  on  first- 
class  tickets. 

<S 

The  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  is  making  exten- 
sive changes  in  the  operation  of  the  old 
Boston  &  Albany  by  putting  on  larger  en- 
gines, lengthening  the  runs  of  crews,  etc. 
A  material  change  in  the  official  staff  of 
the  B.  &  A.  also  went  into  effect  Novem- 
ber 1,  the  tendency  being  to  consolidate 
departments  of  the  B.  &  A.  with  those  of 
the  N.  Y.  C.  already  in  operation. 

If  you  ask  your  grocer,  your  merchant, 
your  coal  dealer  and  those  whom  you  pat- 
ronize, to  patronize  you  by  subscribing 
for  The  Conductor,  there  Is  not  one  but 
will  give  you  his  name  and  one  dollar.  It 
is  for  the  asking,  therefore,  that  you  can 
secure  one  of  our  Webb  C.  Ball  Official 
Standard  O.  R.  C.  17- Jeweled  Watches,  to 
given  free  for  each  list  of  75  subscrib- 
ers accompanied  by  $75. 

A  question  addressed  to  the  Air  Brake 
Department  has  been  received  by  us  from 
some  person  who  withheld  his  signa- 
ture, and  who  also  fails  to  even  give  the 
superscription  or  local  address.  We  be- 
lieve the  same  rule  should  apply  in  this 
connection  as  in  our  Fraternal  colnmns 
in  order  to  distinguish  our  members 
from  persons  outside  the  Order.  The 
question  asked  is:  "Is  compressed  air  the 
onl^  power   used   to    operate  an  air 

4 

The  International  Typographical  Union 
has  been  very  progressive  in  the  use  of  a 
union  label.  Having  secured  very  gen- 
eral adoption  of  it  in  job  printing,  they 
have  now  started  a  crusade  for  its  use  in 
book  printing.  The  Union  Book  Co.  of 
Chicago  offers  a  new  book  entitled,  "With 
the  World's  Great  Travelers,"  which 
bears  the  union  label,  and  bids  for  pat- 
ronage on  that  account  in  addition  to  the 
merits  of  the  book  itself. 


We  are  advised  that  the  P.  &  L.  E.  com- 
pany is  to  erect  a  gymnasium  and  club 
house  for  their  employes,  containing 
swimming  pool,  baths,  reading  room  and 
an  assembly  room.  We  do  not  know  what 
percentage  of  each  employe's  earnings 
will  be  deducted  to  maintain  this  institu- 
tion, but  whatever  it  be  it  should  include 
privileges  for  the  family  dependent  upon 
the  pay  the  man  draws. 

A  letter  from  Brother  J.  W.  Eckman,  of 
Division  69,  bears  upon  its  head  the  firm 
name  of  Halstead  &  Eckman,  Tobacco- 
nists, at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  A  clipping 
from  the  El  Paso  Herald  also  announces 
the  partnership  and  says  that  they  are 


receiving  good  patronage.  Both  are  old 
ex-conductors.  Brother  Eckman  will  be 
remembered  by  the  delegates  of  the  last 
Grand  Division  as  the  subscription  agent 
for  the  Pioneer  Press. 

The  following  Division  Cards  have 
been  lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

DIV.  NO.  NAME.  CARD  NO. 

53  W.  H.  Smith    514 

139  W.  T.  Johnson  12072 

141  __-J.  L.  Rogan  11616 

188  J.C.  Nieman   5461 

206..  W.  S.  Prentice  11996 

288  J.  H.  Heating   7231 

304  W.  J.  Alston  11642 

332  J.  M.  Clark   3086 

4 

On  November  3d  Grand  Senior  Conduc- 
tor Wilkins  organized  Maple  Leaf  Divi- 
sion 322  at  Lindsay,  Ont.  Division  17  at 
Toronto  postponed  their  regular  meeting 
and  a  number  of  their  members  as  well 
as  members  of  344  attended  and  assisted 
in  this  organization.  John  R.  Way  was 
elected  Chief  Conductor  and  Geo.  H. 
Adams,  Secretary,  both  of  Lindsay,  Ont. 
The  Division  will  meet  on  the  first  and 
third  Sundays  in  each  month  at  2  p.  m., 
in  Blackwell's  Hall,  Kent  and  Cambridge 
Streets.  Brother  Wilkins  desires  to  ex- 
tend thanks  to  the  Brothers  who  rendered 
valuable  assistance  in  this  connection. 

6 

On  November  20  Grand  Senior  Conduc- 
tor Wilkins  organized  Bay  State  Division 
413  at  Boston,  Mass.,  composed  of  B.  & 
M.  R.  R.  Conductors.  One  hundred  and 
thirty-one  charter  members,  of  whom 
about  fifty  were  new  members,  were  ad- 
mitted and  there  are  34  new  charter  mem- 
bers to  be  initiated  when  they  can  be 

S resent.  About  200  members  of  the  Or- 
er  participated  in  this  splendid  day's 
work.  Division  66  cancelled  their  regu- 
lar meeting  and  their  staff  of  officers  ex- 
emplified the  work  in  a  beautiful  manner, 
each  officer  fully  performing  his  part 
without  reference  to  the  ritual.  The  work 
done  in  this  way  is,  of  course,  more  im- 
pressive and  we  cannot  too  strongly 
commend  the  interest  taken  by  the  offi- 
cers of  Division  66,  which  is  a  good  ex- 
ample for  other  Divisions.  The  thanks 
of  the  organizing  officer  and  the  members 
of  the  new  Division  are  also  extended  Ito 
the  many  Brothers  who,  by  their  pres- 
ence, lent  assistance.  Dinner  was  served 
in  the  banquet  hall  in  the  building  and 
the  event  was  one  to  be  long  remembered 
by  all  who  participated.  * 
Brother  G.  A.  Silsby,  392  Medford  St., 
Winter  Hill,  Mass.,  was  elected  Chief 
Conductor  and  Brother  R.  E.  Beals,  257 
Broadway,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 
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THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


The  Division  will  hold  its  meetings  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  each  month  at  10:30 
a.  m.  and  the  third  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  1  p.  m.  at  Ronghan  Hall.  City 
Square,  Charlestown,  Boston. 

The  promoters  of  the  proposed  new  Ca- 
nadian organization  for  Canadian  railway 
employes  are  considerably  nettled  over 
the  fact  that  members  and  officers  who 
are  loyal  to  the  organizations  which  they 
have  obligated  themselves  to  support 
have  criticised  the  acts  and  policy  of 
those  who  undertake,  by  appeals  to  preju- 
dice and  by  misrepresentation,  to  bring 
about  a  realization  of  their  dreams  of 
ambition  by  tearing  down  the  organiza- 
tions in  which  they  at  the  same  time  still 
cling  to  membership. 

That  cause  is  indeed  weak  which  de- 

gends  upon  misrepresentation  and  falsi- 
cation  for  nourishment  and  support. 
The  authors  of  this  new  dispensation 
have  recently  issued  another  "bugle  call" 
to  the  oppressed,  in  connection  with 
which  they  present  an  alleged  financial 
statement  for  1900,  which  they  assert  is 
"compiled  from  figures  obtained  from  the 
grand  offices  of  the  several  different  or- 
ganizations represented."  This  statement 
assumes  to  show  the  number  of  members 
which  each  of  the  several  organizations 
had  in  Canada;  the  number  in  the  in- 
surance department  of  each;  the  amount 
paid  by  Canadian  members  during  1900  as 
premiums  or  assessments  on  insurance  to 
each  organization;  and  the  amount  of 
claims  paid  to  Canadian  beneficiaries  dur- 
ing the  same  year  by  each  brotherhood. 


According  to  their  statement,  the  O.  R.  C. 
had  089  members  of  its  Benefit  Depart- 
ment in  Canada  in  1900.  They  say  that 
these  members  paid  to  us  during  that 
year,  premiums  aggregating  $20,000,  and 
that  we  paid  in  return  therefor  claims 
amounting  to  $13,000,  showing  a  claimed 
surplus  of  $7000.00  in  our  hands  through 
this  transaction. 

The  assertion  that  the  figures  contained 
in  the  statement  were  obtained  from  the 
grand  offices  of  this  Order,  is  a  willful 
misrepresentation.  The  statement  that 
the  members  of  our  Benefit  Department 
in  Canada  paid  us  $20,000  in  prem- 
iums in  1900  and  that  we,  in  return, 

Eaid  but  $13,000  in  claims,  is  a  false- 
ood.  The  facts  as  shown  by  the  offi- 
cial records  are,  that  the  members  of 
our  Mutual  Benefit  Department  in  Can- 
ada paid  to  us  on  insurance  account 
during  the  year  1900  a  total  of  $17,383.00. 
of  which  $1,148.00  was  for  Reserve  Fund 

Surposes.  During  the  year  1900  we  paid 
anadian  beneficiaries,  account  of  losses 
among  our  Canadian  members,  a  total  of 
$25,000.  These  figures  are  presented 
simply  as  true,  official  facts  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  the  degree  of  falsehood 
contained  in  the  claims  of  the  ones  who 
are  bidding  for  the  confidence  of  the 
Canadian  railway  employes.  We  are  not 
in  a  position  to  speak  authoritatively  as 
to  the  figures  affecting  any  of  the  other 
brotherhoods,  but  the  effort  to  juggle 
with  and  falsify  figures  is  so  clearly  shown 
by  the  above  as  to  make  all  their  state- 
ments unworthy  ot  credence  and  to  show 
their  figures  to  be  utterly  unreliable. 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  is  not  correct,  fill  out  this 
coupon,  and  send  it  to  Editor  Railway  Conductor:   


Change  Onkred  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


PRESENT  ADDRESS. 


Name. 


.Division  No. 


Box  or  Street  and  No... 
Postofltce.  


State. 


Postofp.ce   


OLD  ADDRESS 

 State. 


Sore  and  Give  Old  Address  and  Division  Number. 
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ANNSSS-Brotber  J.  C.  Anness.  Division  307.  Elizabeth.  K.  J. 

Babbitt— Brother  J.  J .  Babbitt.  Division  2.  Buffalo.  N.  Y. 
Bates- Father  of  Brother  F.  A,  Bates,  Division  311.  Waycross.  Ga. 
Blancharp— Brother  T.  J.  Blanchard.  Division  250,  Bristol.  Va, 
BAEBOWS-Brother  Thomas  Barrows.  Division  153.  Manch  Chunk.  Pa, 
BOENS-Brother  C.  W.  Burns.  Division  85.  Winslow.  Aria. 
BBOWN-Brother  James  Brown,  Division  162.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

CUMMIHGS-Brother  T.  R.  Cummings.  Division  142.  Rawlins.  Wyo. 
Compton- Brother  H.  P.  Compton.  Division  119.  Pt.  Wayne,  hid. 
Co NLBV- Brother  T.  E.  Conley.  Division  142,  Rawlins,  Wyo. 
Cation— Brother  John  Cation.  Division  68.  Baraboo.  Wis. 
Cheelsuan— Brother  J.  A.  Cheelsman.  Divisional.  Spencer.  N.  C. 
Connob— Daughter  of  Brother  John  Connor.  Division  121.  Huron.  S.  D. 

DEBM-Brother  J.  J.  Deem.  Division  102.  Grand  Rapids,  Mich, 
Due;  an  -  Brother  J.  J.  Dugan.  Division  224.  Wilmington,  Del. 
Dubs ee— Son  of  Brother  H.  A.  Durkee,  Division  40.  St.  Paul.  Minn. 

GoKDON-Brotber  J.  Gordon.  Division  235.  Freeport,  111. 
G ix.be b t — Brother  J.  Gilbert.  Division  53.  Denison.  Tex. 

Hanigan— Brother  M.  J.  Hanigan.  Division  57.  Ft.  Worth.  Tex. 
Hibbard—  Brother  Z.  M.  Hibbard,  Division  48.  Detroit.  Mich. 
Hughes— Wife  of  Brother  W.  H.  Hushes  of  Division  201.  McKees  Rocks.  Pa. 
Hunsaker- Brother  George  Hunsaker.  Division  40.  St.  Paul.  Minn. 

JAMESON-Brother  W.  J.  Jameson,  Division  328,  Council  Bluffs.  Iowa. 
Johnson— Brother  J.  D.  Johnson,  Division  57.  Fort  Worth.  Texas. 

KRMhr.K- Brother  G.  M.  Kemble.  Division  91,  Portland.  Ore. 

Malsch—  Brother  W.  Malsch,  Division  7.  Houston.  Tex. 
Manahan— Brother  G.  S,  Manahan.  Division  292.  Chicago  Junction.  Ohio, 
march  hank— Brother  J.  W.Marchbank,  Division  87.  Bloomington.  111. 
McBbide— Brother  W.  J.McBride.  Division  91,  Portland.  Ore. 
Morgan  — Brother  T.  S.  Morgan.  Division  156,  Carbondale,  Pa. 
MYERS-Brother  J.  R.  Myers.  Division  134.  Bellevue.  Ohio. 

NORTON-Brother  E.  F.  Norton.  Division  132.  Salida.Colo. 

Pdmph bey- Brother  Milton  G.  Pnmphrey,  Division  115.  San  Francisco.  Cal. 

QuiNN-Brother  W.  H.  Qninn.  Division  371,  Billings.  Mont. 

RODGERS — Sister  of  Brother  C.  S.  Dodson.  Division  89,  Louisville,  Ky, 

South  a  bd— Brother  C.  W.  Southard.  Division  100.  Columbus.  Ohio. 
8TBWABT— Brother  C.  A.  Stewart.  Division  60.  Sedalia.  Mo. 
Supple— Brother  R.  H.  Supple.  Division 249.  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Walker— Brother  W,  T.  Walker,  Division  153.  Mauch  Chunk.  Pa, 
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ORDER  OF  RAILWAY  CONDUCTORS  OP  AMERICA. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPART- 
MENT. 


Aaewnent  No.  385,  for  the  death  of  J.  J.  Babbitt.  October  21. 1901.  w»  bsued  November  1. I9QC 
Time  for  payment  expires  December  31. 1901. 


BENEFITS  PAID  FROM  SEPT.  21,  1901,  TO  OCT.  20,  1901,  INCLUSIVE. 


Ben 

No. 

M  A  IIP 

NAME. 

CAUSE. 

oiv. 

Cert  No. 

Senas. 

POD 

AMT. 

2239 

J.  Erin  is 

Accident 

12 

4250 

c 

Death 

13.000 

2240 

T.  L.  Simpson 

Accident 

212 

5328 

c 

Death 

2,000 

2241 

M.  R.  Potter 

Apoplexy 
Malarial  Fever 

52 

1065 

B 

Death 

3,000 

2242 

L.  V.  McLane 

98 

5423 

c 

Death 

2,000 

2243 

F.  M.  Blanchard 

Ulc'n  of  Bowels 

304 

1099 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2244 

S.  L.  Atkins 

Accident 

364 

6969 

B 

Death 

1,000 

2245 

D.  M.  Morehead 

Accident 

143 

7715 

A 

Death 

4,000 

2246 

J.  G.  Ashe 

Accident 

88 

5 

D 

Death 

3,000 

2247 

T.  B.  Holmes 

Apoplexv 

225 

2879 

.  C 

Death 

1,000 

2248 

John  Knauber 

Loss  of  Leg 



3775 

A 

Dis. 

3,000 

2249 

G.  F.  Raworth 

Brain  Tumor 

2682 

C 

Death 

3,000 

F    P  Rrninprri 
Cj -  vs.  jLJictiumu 

A  inn  iIhyv 

Stry*ne  Poisoning 

~~22 

2802 

c 

UCUUI 

1  OQO 

2251 

C.  P.  Woodcock 

330 

8289 

A 

Death 

1,000 
2,000 

2252 

W.  Mulliken 

Heart  Failure 

386 

4649 

A 

Death 

2253 

L.  Dyment 

Phthisis 

17 

19 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2254 

J.  D.  Grant 

Typhoid  Fever 

54 

4324 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2255 

M.  A.  German 

Gunshot  Wonnd 

40 

5619 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2256 

J.  Mclntyre 

Accident 

199 

7504 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2257 

N.  Cothran 

Stomach  Trouble 

290 

42 

D 

Death 

4,000 

2258 

J.  S.  Morris 

Hem.  of  Lungs 

131 

3793 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2259 

B.  F.  Harrington 

Flux  and  Cong'n 

332 

7295 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2260 

W.  B.  Greer 

R.  R.  Accident 

122 

6613 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2261 

J.  H.  Van  Nest  _Z 

«Heart  Disease 

44 

2708 

C 

Death 

3.000 

2262 

G.  W.  Wagner 

Tumor  of  Brain 

278 

4222 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2263 

F.  A.  Pease 

Cholangitis 

40 

4135 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2264 

A.  E.  Olive 

Paralysis 
Accident 

214 

4376 

C 

Death 

3,000 
1.000 

2265 

T.  D.  Shaw  £3 

3470 

A 

Death 

2266 

J.  W.  Jenny 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

"27 

250 

A 

Death 

1,000 

NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  ASSESSED. 

Series  A,  8,266;  Series  B,  7,585;  Series  C,  5,530;  Series  D,  486;  Series  E,  68.  Amount 
of  Assessment  No.  388,  $42,310. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Received  on  Mortuary  Assessment  to  Sept.  30, 1901  $4,944,158.15 

Received  on  Reserve  Fund  Assessment  to  Sept. 30, 1901  .   95,209.19 

Received  on  Expense  Assessment  to  Sept.  30, 1901   80,620.80 

Received  on  Applications,  etc.,  to  Sept.  30, 1901  ,   71,942.71 

$5,191,830.85 

Total  Amount  of  benefits  paid  to  Sept.  30, 1901  $4,858,467.00 

Total  Amount  of  expenses  paid  to  Sept.  30, 1901  *_   147,918.87 

Cash  on  hand  Sept.  30, 1901,  Mortuary  Fund   85,691.15 

Cash  on  hand  Sept.  30, 1901,  Reserve  Fund    95,209.19 

Cash  on  hand  Sept.  30, 1901,  Expense  Fund   4,644.64 

$5,191,930.85 

EXPENSES  PAID  DURING  SEPTEMBER. 

Fees  returned,  S8.00;  Sundry  expense,  $6.34;.  Postage,  $221.50;  Stationery  and 
Printing,  $27.00;  Salary,  $475.00;  Mail  List,  $10.25. 

W.  J.  MAXWELL,  Secretary. 
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THE  MCCONWAY  &  TORLEY  COMPANY, 
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Challenge 
Comparisons. 


By  •%Jf  laymiai  *lai 

family  la  madaraia  i  i>rur* 
iui  n  r,  a  Miii  plana.  Wa  allaw  a 
llaaral  dlacaanl  far  old  I  ■  ■Iruibanta 
la  «  icba  »■■.  aad  rtalliar  lha  pliaa  la 
Tawr  k«u<*  Ira*  •ivantt.  Tag  eaa 
ilm  a  I  •>  lir,  ui  ti  a.  '1 1  via  n  «  palat  ta*  a  am* 
aa  la  Oa>ai  ■■.  "  n..'  far  oaialaaua  acid 
full  la f  artaaf  laft. 


t    VOSE  &  SONS  PIANO  CO.. 

a.  1*1  Uoytoton  Street,    -    -  Bovtoa. 


W«  always  arc*p  Pico's  Cora  for 
icm;-t ion  In  tbe  hon«e  tor  eoof  h« 
cold*.  Tbe  children  bef  for  It,  Wo 
Pfcomrnenrieii  it  to  onr  neighbor*. 

Mas.  J.Ti  Baum 
box  43,  Augusta,  Oklo..  Sept.  3, 

Pisa'*  Cure  far  Consompnoa  ce 

my  da  us  tic:  of  aa  awful  coa 
wboopine  couch  had  loft  hm 
soy  that  it  (■  too  boot  reused 
1  aror  asod . 

Aeblbbbt  C.  P, 

Coo\ 
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No.  12. 


r\BY^ mm  DUPLICATE: 

BY  W.  D.  ANDERSON. 
[CONTINUED.] 


Jack  received  his  accustomed  early  call 
for  his  ran  on  the  following  morning  and 
went  out  revolving  in  mind  Bnd's  inex- 
plicable conduct.  He  was  sad  at  times, 
bnt  finally  put  the  thought  from  him  as 
one  of  imagination  that  Bud  could  be 
angered  at  anything  he  had  done.  On 
the  following  trip  Bud  seemed  to  be  in 
his  usual  happy  mood. 

"What  do  you  think,  old  man?  Fletch- 
er told  me  today  that  when  the  345  comes 
out  I  should  have  her.  That  will  be  on 
Monday." 

"Good  for  you,  Bud.  I  have  taken  a 
few  lessons  in  firing  myself  during  runs 
between  stations  and  while  the  fireboy 
was  eating.  I  tell  you  I  know  already 
how  to  give  the  scoop  a  twist  that  will 
throw  the  coal  to  all  parts  of  the  firebox, 
or  how  to  hit  all  the  light  spots  and  keep 
an  even  fire  without  getting  it  too  full," 
said  Jack,  going  through  gestures  repre- 
senting the  act  of  putting  in  a  fire.  "I 
often  imagine  how  those  Lake  Shore  fire- 
men must  bend  their  backs  before  the 
firebox  of  those  big  600- engines  we  were 
told  about  that  took  us  from  Buffalo  to 
Chicago  in  such  short  order.  Well,  Bud- 
dy, I  wish  you  success." 

If  Bud  had  shown  an  aversion  to  man- 
ual labor  while  serving  in  the  capacity  of 
a  wiper,  it  did  not  manifest  itself  when 
be  came  in  after  his  first  trip  on  the  345. 
The  incidents  of  that  trip,  as  well  as  all 
succeeding  trips,  were  recounted  by  him 


and  everything  he  said  went  to  show  that 
he  was  wholly  engrossed  in  his  work.  He 
found  time  now  to  pick  up  Maysie's  gui- 
tar occasionally,  and  frequently  his  fine 
tenor  voice  was  heard  with  hers  in 
snatches  of  old  love  songs.  Thus  time 
sped  along  until  the  leaves  were  turning 
a  golden  hue  for  the  third  time  since 
their  coming,  and  yet  no  word  had  been 
spoken  by  either  Jack  or  Bud  of  her 
whom  both  had  learned  to  love. 

Jack's  rich  baritone  voice  was  filling 
the  little  room  with  a  love  song  one  morn- 
ing when  Bud,  came  in. 

"Don't  know  that  I  ever  heard  you  sing 
quite  so  well  before,  old  man;  but  proba- 
bly there's  inspiration  in  it.  Come,  now; 
own  up.   Have  you  proposed  yet?" 

"Thanks,  Bud,  for  the  compliment.  I 
feel  happy;  that's  all.  I  have  no  inten- 
tion of  proposing  to  any  one,  in  my  cir- 
cumstances. Conditions  do  not  warrant 
the  taking  of  a  wife— not  yet,  at  least." 

"I  agree  with  you,  old  man.  Love  in  a 
cottage  may  be  all  right  for  some,  but  I 
have  too  much  respect  for  the  lady  I 
marry  to  drag  her  into  a  hovel  and  ask 
her  to  live  on  a  fireman's  wages." 

"Well,  that  all  depends  upon  the  point 
of  view  from  which  you  look  at  it.  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  some  of  our  fire- 
men's families  are  as  happy  with  their 
surroundings  as  the  Goulds,  the  Vander- 
bilts  or  the  Sages.  Environment  may  ef- 
fect happiness  in  a  degree,  but  I  tell  you, 
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Bad,  true  happiness  is  bound  to  exist 
where  mutual '  confidence  is  the  watch- 
word between  man  and  wife." 

"You  are  romantic,  indeed,"  said  Bud, 
with  a  sneer. 

"Well,  we  will  not  quarrel  about  our 
opinions.  I  am  not  anticipating  marriage 
at  present.  But,  by  the  way,  old  man,  I 
received  a  word  of  encouragement  today. 
I  am  to  be  one  of  the  next  class  exam- 
ined for  promotion." 

"Ah,  is  that  so?" 

"Yes;  and  if  successful  you  will  see  me 
down  in  the  yards  one  of  these  fine  morn- 
ings taking  the  photographs  of  a  string 
of  box  cars,  as  the  boys  say  it.  Stick 
right  to  business,  Bud,  and  our  dream 
about  taking  out  the  special  will  be  real- 
ized." 

"Perhaps,"  said  Bud,  with  a  yawn. 
"But  you  will  have  more  gray  hairs  than 
you  have  now." 

Promotion  came  sooner  than  Jack  ex- 
pected, for  his  examination  placed 
him  first  among  all  who  competed. 
His  record,  too,  was  one  of  exceptional 
merit,  and  Smith  added  his  commenda- 
tions heartily  when  asked  as  to  Jack's 
executive  ability.  Changes  that  affected 
the  whole  service  occurred  about  this 
time  and  gave  Jack  the  run  he  had  been 
on  during  his  entire  experience.  As  if 
to  complete  his  happiness  engine  345  was 
assigned  to  the  run,  and  with  it  came  Bud 
as  his  fireman. 

"Couldn't  have  been  arranged  any  bet- 
ter," Jack  was  saying  as  they  were  about 
to  leave.  "This  takes  us  both  home  at 
the  same  time  and  gives  us  regular 
hours." 

Thus  trip  after  trip  was  made  and  all 
work  was  done  with  credit  and  dispatch 
under  Jack's  supervision.  His  neat  re- 
ports were  a  source  of  comment  at  the 
offices,  and  soon  it  became  known  that  on 
one  division  of  the  system  there  were  two 
Yale  graduates  on  one  train. 

They  were  laying  at  a  way  station  one 
day  waiting  for  time,  when  Bud  came 
back  complaining  of  feeling  unwell. 
Jack's  great  heart  went  out  to  him  in  a 
moment. 

"Stay  back  here,  old  man;  I  can  keep 
the  345  hot.  There  will  not  be  much  work 
from  here  until  we  get  in.  Here's  a  pil- 
low to  put  under  your  head.   Now,  don't 


say  no;  I'm  running  this  train  and  you 
must  submit  to  my  authority,"  said  Jack, 
laughing. 

That  Jack  could  keep  the  345  hot  was 
evident  from  the  muttering  of  the  pop. 
When  the  next  station  was  reached  Jack 
dropped  to  the  ground  with  his  bills  and 
looked  after  the  loading  and  unloading. 
As  the  rear  brakeman  left  the  caboose  to 
assist  in  the  work,  Bud  raised  himself 
upon  his  elbow  and  looked  out. 

"I  guess  this  is  my  opportunity.  Jack 
Hammond,  this  road  is  not  big  enough 
for  both  of  us.  Now  for  an  error  against 
him  which  he  assures  me  means  suspen- 
sion. Ah,  this  must  be  the  report,"  tak- 
ing Jack's  wheel  report.  "I'll  just  change 
the  destination  of  this  car.  And  change 
the  number  of  this.  There,  I  think  that 
will  fix  it  unless  he  discovers  it,  which  is 
not  probable,  for  Jack  Hammond  don't 
have  to  review  his  figures;  he  never  makes 
an  error— except  when  assisted,"  Bud 
said,  with  a  devilish  grin  upon  his  face. 

He  was  feigning  sleep  when  the  brake- 
man  returned  and  when  they  had  left  the 
station.  At  the  last  stop  Jack  came  back 
and  asked  him  how  he  felt. 

"First  rate,  old  man;  many  thanks  for 
the  help  you  gave  me.  I  feel  like  a  new 
man,"  he  said,  going  over  to  the  engine. 

Jack  entered  the  remaining  cars  upon 
his  report  and  prepared  his  other  reports 
and  bills  for  delivery  before  washing  up 
preparatory  to  going  home.  He  was 
thinking  of  her  who  had  become  a  part 
of  his  life,  it  seemed.  He  was  eager  to 
get  a  glimpse  of  her,  for  her  presence  was 
to  him  the  greatest  happiness  of  his  life. 
He  stepped  off  the  train  and  quickly  per- 
formed the  last  duties  in  connection  with 
it,  then,  with  sprightly  footsteps,  he  hur- 
ried up  the  avenue  to  a  little  home  where 
he  felt  some  one  would  be  watching  in 
the  doorway.  He  was  not  disappointed, 
for  Maysie  stood  there.  As  he  ran  up  the 
steps,  he  said: 

"You  are  teaching  me  something  that 
may  some  day  be  a  disappointment  when 
you  cease  to  do  it." 

"Am  I,  Mr.  Hammond?  I  did  not  know 
that  I  was.  What  is  it  that  will  disap- 
point you?  I  will  try  to  avoid  it." 

"Perhaps  you  will  change  your  mind 
when  I  have  told  you,  but  rather  than 
wait  for  developments  I  am  going  to  say 
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very  frankly,  Miss  Cleveland,  that  I  come 
home  expecting:  to  see  you  standing  right 
here  every  trip.  It  has  become  a  great 
pleasure  to  me,  in  fact  it  is  one  of  the 
chief  sources  of  my  happiness.  Of  course 
you  will  say  I  am  a  foolish  fellow  for 
making  so  much  of  a  simple  coincidence, 
and  probably  give  me  no  further  pleas- 
ure, still  I  could  not  help  saying  it." 

Before  Jack  had  finished  speaking  he 
-noted  a  tell  tale  blush  suffuse  her  cheeks 
-and  neck  that  made  her  positively  beau- 
tiful. Then,  with  downcast  eye,  she 
said: 

"It  would  be  cruel  of  me  to  deprive  you 
-of  any  happiness." 

At  this  moment  Bud  was  seen  approach- 
ing and  both  turned  to  greet  him,  thus 
-depriving  Jack  of  the  opportunity  to  say 
.anything  further  to  Maysie. 

His  heart  told  him  that  what  he  had  said 
-was  not  displeasing,  yet  having  broken 
the  ice  he  longed  to  say  other  things  that 
he  cherished  in  mind,  and  characteristic 
of  him  wished  to  make  one  of  his  grand 
rushes  and  learn  his  fate. 

It  was  a  late  hour  when  Jack  retired, 
owing  to  a  gathering  of  friends  at  the 
Cleveland  home  in  which  both  Jack  and 
Bud  were  included  and  to  which  they  de- 
voted their  talents  in  a  musical  way.  He 
was  surprised  on  the  following  morning 
to  receive  no  call  from  the  train  caller, 
but  arose  with  Bud  upon  the  call  of  the 
engine  crew  caller  and  proceeded  to  the 
•office,  where  he  learned  that  he  was  or- 
dered to  report  to  the  superintendent. 

••That's  funny,"  muttered  Jack.  "Looks 
like  a  bull  on  my  part,  as  the  boys  term 
it  when  they  make  an  error  of  some  sort. 
-Guess  I'll  go  back  and  take  breakfast 
with  the  folks,  and  stroll  this  way  again 
at  the  hour  designated." 

Jack's  return  was  an  evident  surprise 
on  the  part  of  both  Mrs.  Cleveland  and 
Maysie,  the  latter  showing  her  deep  con- 
cern in  every  look. 

"I  hope,  Mr.  Hammond,  that  it  is  noth- 
ing serious,"  she  said. 

"Thank  you;  I  hope  not.  I  can  think 
of  nothing  that  justifies  that  belief." 

Jack  was  prompt  to  the  minute  in  re- 
porting. As  he  entered  the  office  the  su- 
perintendent, looking  up  with  a  simple 
rgesture  and  sentence,  said: 

"Be  seated,  sir." 


After  a  moment's  hesitation  the  super- 
intendent wheeled  in  his  chair,  and  said: 

"Hammond,  you  are  one  of  our  young- 
est conductors.  You  have  made  a  good 
record,  and  from  our  observations  of  your 
conduct  we  have  had  reason  to  believe 
that  we  were  justified  in  placing  you  to 
the  front.  We  have  given  your  work  care- 
ful attention  and  kept  a  close  watch  upon 
your  reports;  for  upon  these  we  base  our 
estimate  of  a  man's  worth  as  a  conduc- 
tor. If  errors  appear  or  carelessness  is 
manifested  in  any  particular  we  dismiss 
the  man,  for  he  is  not  one  who  contrib- 
utes to  the  company's  interests.  You  will 
agree  with  me  that  this  is  right,  will  you 
not?" 

Jack  nodded  in  assent,  but  continued  to 
wonder  what  all  this  had  to  do  with  his 
presence  at  the  office. 

"Well,  our  experience  has  been  that 
with  men  such  as  you  that  when  errors 
occur,  that  a  notice  of  same  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  a  recurrence;  but  when 
the  same  offense  is  repeated  I  wish  to  as- 
sure you  that  it  means  dismissal.  Now, 
Mr.  Hammond,  your  last  car  report  shows 
two  errors.  Let  me  caution  you  to  use 
more  care  in  future.  That  will  be  all. 
You  will  resume  your  run  next  trip,"  he 
said,  again  turning  in  his  chair,  thus  in- 
dicating that  the  interview  was  at  an  end. 

"May  I  see  that  report,  sir;  it  does  not 
seem  possible  that  I  have  made  an  error. 
I  ask  it  only  to  satisfy  my  mind." 

"The  report  is  now  in  the  car  account- 
ant's office,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  you 
have  made  not  only  one  error  but  two," 
said  the  superintendent,  coloring  just  a 
*  little  at  the  suggestion  of  doubt  on  Jack's 
part. 

"Pardon  me,  sir;  I  did  not  intend  to 
take  issue  with  you  on  that  point.  My 
surprise  gave  rise  to  the  expression," 
said  Jack,  turning  away. 

"Good  morning,"  was  the  only  re- 
sponse. 

Realizing  the  interview  was  at  an  end, 
Jack  made  his  way  home  slowly,  buried 
in  thought.  He  did  not  look  up  until  he 
was  about  to  enter  the  gate.  As  he  did 
so,  he  saw  Maysie  standing  there.  He 
forgot  his  burden  in  an  instant,  and  a 
happy  smile  lighted  up  his  face  when  he 
thought  of  why  she  was  there.  She  had 
been  watching  him  as  he  came  down  the 
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street,  and  knew  that  the  slow,  measured 
..  tread  and  downcast  head  indicated  any- 
thing but  good  news.   She  was  the  first 
to  speak. 

"Tell  me,  please;  has  anything  gone 
wrong— is  it  serious?" 

"Not  very.  Only  two  errors  in  my  re- 
port," said  Jack,  laughing. 

"How  unfortunate!  can  you  think  of 
anything  to  which  you  can  attribute 
them?" 

"Nothing.  I  am  quite  sure  they  were 
correct  up  to  the  time  that  I  went  over  to 
fire  for  Bud,  who  was  taken  ill  on  the 
road.  It  is  possible  I  made  my  errors 
when  I  entered  my  work  after  coming 
back  at  the  last  station." 

"Papa  used  to  bring  his  train  book 
home  and  make  out  his  reports  here.  I 
wish  you  will  do  the  same,  and  if  you  do 
not  object  I  will  help  you  to  check  them 
out,  for  I  should  enjoy  it." 

"Would  you  really?  Then  you  may  con- 
sideryour  services  accepted,"  said  Jack, 
leading  the  way  into  the  cozy  little  sit- 
ting room.  "I  regret  more  than  I  can  tell 
you  that  an  error  has  been  placed  against 
my  record.  I  have  been  working  to  gain 
promotion  in  order  to  share  its  conse- 
quent benefits  that  I  might  gratify  a  dear 
heart's  wish,  and  if  anything  should  oc- 
cur to  deprive  me  of  that  life  would  not 
be  worth  living." 

"Oh,  Mr.  Hammond!.  It  is  wicked  to 
set  up  such  idols  as  that.  Still,  I  do  re- 
gret deeply  any  circumstance  that  comes 
up  to  keep  you  from  attaining  anything 
so  dear  to  your  hear.  Is  your  object  hard 
to  attain  that  you  depend  so  much  upon 
the  salary  that  promotion  brings?" 

"I  will  let  you  answer  that  question, 
Maysie." 

"Oh,  Mr.  Hammond!" 

"Call  me  Jack,  please,  won't  you?" 

"Jack,"  she  whispered. 

At  this  moment  Mrs.  Cleveland  came 
into  the  room.  Jack  arose  to  meet  her; 
then  taking  Maysie  by  the  hand  he  led  her 
before  her  mother  and  said: 

Mrs.  Cleveland,  I  love  your  daughter 
with  all  my  heart  and  I  believe  she  loves 
me.  I  want  your  consent  to  making  her 
my  wife.  I  know  that  I  am  taking  from 
you  all  that  you  have  left,  but  in  doing  so 
I  want  to  say  that  I  will  cherish  and  pro- 
tect her  so  long  as  I  live." 


Maysie's  arms  stole  around  Jack's  neck 
at  these  words,  and  Jack's  strong  arm 
gave  its  first  literal  support  to  her  who 
clung  to  him.  Mrs.  Cleveland  wiped  the 
tears  from  her  eyes,  then,  with  a  happy 
smile,  said: 

"I  could  give  her  to  no  one  in  whom  I 
have  more  confidence.   God  bless  5  ou." 

Jack  stooped  to  receive  her  fervent  kiss 
upon  his  brow,  then  turned  and  placed 
his  first  kiss  upon  the  lips  of  her  he  had 
loved  so  long. 

"O,  Jack,  I  am  so  happy." 

That  day,  as  well  as  the  following,  con- 
tained the  happiest  hours  in  the  lives  of 
both  Maysie  and  Jack.  Jack's  prospects 
were  discussed,  as  well  as  the  errors  that 
had  been  the  cause  of  putting  the  first 
mark  against  the  name  of  Jack  Ham- 
mond. While  Jack't  mind  was  gathering 
determination  to  pursue  more  accurate 
methods  for  the  future,  Maysie's  was  en- 
grossed in  trying  to  find  the  source  of 
the  errors  that  appeared  in  Jack's  re- 
port without  making  Jack  a  party  to  them. 

"I  don't  know  why  I  think  so,  but  I 
am  impressed  that  your  report  was  cor- 
rectly made  out  and  that  some  one 
changed  it,  either  on  the  road  or  after  you 
delivered  them.  In  either  event  it  is  plain 
that  you  have  an  enemy,  and  you  should 
take  precautions  to  prove  yourself  correct 
in  every  report  hereafter." 

"Explain  the  plan  you  have  in  mind;  I 
do  not  grasp  the  idea." 

"Well,  for  instance,  let  us  suppose  that 
one  of  your  brakemen  feels  revengeful 
for  your  promotion  over  him  and  that  in 
order  to  secure  your  dismissal  he  changes 
your  reports.  If  you  make  out  these  re- 
ports in  duplicate  it  will  be  easy  to  detect 
any  alterations  whether  they  occur  on 
your  train  or  within  the  offices." 

"Maysie,  you  are  a  jewel;  I'll  do  that. 
Bless  your  dear  heart  the  more  I  study 
over  it  the  more  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  I  was  correct  in  my  report  of  yester- 
day." 

"Now,  another  thing,  Jack;  we  do  not 
know  whoever  it  may  be  and  I  am  going 
to  urge  you  to  keep  our  plans  a  strict 
secret  between  ourselves,  not  mentioning 
my  assistance  nor  the  duplicate  method 
we  propose  to  adopt  even  to  you  friend, 
Mr.  Cressler." 
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"O,  Maysie!  I  hope  you  do  not  suspect 
Bud?" 

"I  shall  suspect  everybody  until  this  is 
cleared  up,"  said  Maysie,  with  a  laugh, 
but  Jack  was  impressed  very  deeply  and 
promised  to  carry  out  her  suggestions  to 
the  letter. 

Bud  sought  Jack  immediately  upon  his 
return  to  inquire  what  his  absence  meant 
from  duty.  His  well- feigned  sympathy 
and  regret  were  so  well  assumed  as  to 
drive  out  of  Jack's  mind  any  thought,  if 
one  had  existed,  of  Bud's  guilt  in  the 
affair. 

"It's  too  bad,  old  man.  I  hope  it  will 
not  occur  again.  It  don't  seem  like  Jack 
Hammond  to  make  an  error- the  model 
of  accuracy  of  old  Yale." 

"Ha,  ha,  my  boy;  visions  of  old  Yale 
still  have  a  place  in  your  memory,  I  see. 
Well,  I  shall  be  with  you  tomorrow  and 
try  at  the  same  time  to  merit  your  good 
opinions,  but  I  am  not  infallible  and  do 
not  wish  to  pose  as  an  example  of  excel- 
lence." 

Several  times  he  was  about  to  confide 
the  secret  of  his  happiness  to  Bud,  but 
something  impelled  him  to  remain  silent. 
Whether  it  was  Bud's  drastic  views  pre- 
viously expressed  during  their  conversa- 
tion about  marriage  or  whether  he  felt 
himself  guilty  at  having  (stolen  a  march 
over  his  friend,  he  could  not  tell;  at  any 
rate  he  closed  his  eyes  to  sleep  to  be 
visited  by  visions  in  happy  dreams. 

The  next  [day  found  Jack  at  his  post 
giving  his  usual  attention  to  every  detail. 
On  his  arrival  at  the  terminal  he  made 
out  his  first  report  in  duplicate,  carefully 
preserving  the  duplicates  of  all.  His  re- 
turn trip  was  marked  with  the  same  care- 
ful attention  to  duty  that  had  character- 
ized his  work  since  he  began.  He  had 
even  gone  to  that  extremity  of  making 
out  a  dummy  report  which  was  left  in  his 
desk  and  later  compared  to  his  train 
book,  then  destroyed.  On  his  arrival  at 
Denver  he  took  home  with  him  a  number 
of  blanks  which  were  to  constitute  his 
stock  of  reports  with  which  Maysie  was 
to  help  him. 

"Bless  her  dear  heart,"  he  was  saying 
to  himself,  "I  don't  need  her  assistance, 
but  it  will  add  to  her  happiness  and  mine 
to  have  her  near  me  and  feel  that  we  are 
mutually  interested  in  each  other." 


Bud  had  completed  his  work  incident 
to  arrival  somewhat  sooner  than  usual 
and  both  arrived  at  home  at  the  same 
moment.  As  they  arrived  at  the  gate 
Bud  said: 

"Hello,  old  man;  we  arrived  together 
tonight.  What  have  you  under  your  arm?" 

"A  bunch  of  reports.  1  am  going  to 
make  them  out  at  my  leisure  hereafter  at 
home." 

"That  is  a  good  idea,  Jack.  No  more 
errors  when  you  make  one  out  in  the 
quiet  of  our  room.  By  the  way,  old  man, 
I  have  given  a  considerable  study  to  the 
possible  reasons  for  your  making  an  error 
and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
had  it  not  been  for  my  going  back  to  the 
caboose,  and  thus  causing  your  work  to 
accumulate  and—" 

"There,  there!  That's  enough  of  that. 
I  know  what  you  would  say.  We  only 
picked  up  five  cars  and  you  do  me  injus- 
tice to  say  that  I  am  not  capable  of—" 

"Pardon  me,  old  man ;  I  see  the  point 
you  wish  to  make.  Well,  I  should  feel 
heartily  sorry  if  I  were  the  cause  of  your 
first  black  mark." 

"I  know  you  would,  Buddy,  and  I  don't 
want  you  to  feel  that  I  attribute  it  to  you 
in  any  connection.  Mrs.  Cleveland  has 
kindly  consented  to  permit  me  to  use  a 
table  in  their  living  rooms  for  my  work, 
so  when  you  get  ready  to  turn  in  don't 
wait  for  me." 

Bud  said  nothing,  but  a  half-hidden 
sneer,  which  Jack  was  quick  to  catch, 
caused  him  to  remark : 

"You  will  not  feel  offended  will  you, 
old  fellow?" 

"Certainly  not;  go  ahead,"  in  an  as- 
sumed cheerful  tone. 

The  picture  of  happiness  Jaok  had 
drawn  in  mind  that  Maysie's  presence 
and  help  would  bring,  was  not  over- 
drawn. Her  very  presence  lent  inspira- 
tion and  he  felt  a  glow  that  was  some- 
thing sublime  as  she  looked  over  his 
shoulder,  with  her  pretty  head  near  his, 
and  watched  every  figure  as  he  traced  it 
upon  his  report.  It  was  drawn  out  to 
consume  as  much  time  as  possible,  for 
Jack  found  it  a  pleasure  to  have  her  at 
his  side. 

"Now  let  us  check  it  with  your  train 
book,"  she  said,  when  he  had  concluded. 
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The  checking  verified  it  and  Jack 
handed  her  the  duplicate,  saying: 

"You  shall  be  the  custodian  of  these?" 

Thus  the  week  passed  without  incident 
worthy  of  mention  until  Saturday  even- 
ing when  Bud  and  Jack  sat  down  to  tea. 
There  was  a  dainty  invitation  at  the  plate 
of  each. 

"They  came  yesterday  morning,"  said 
Mrs.  Cleveland  in  explanation,  "just  after 
you  had  gone.  The  Prestons  are  a  very 
clever  set  and  I  know  you  will  enjoy  the 
evening,  for  I  have  heard  that  the  party 
is  to  be  a  great  event." 

"I  feel  honored,"  said  Jack.  "Will  you 
accompany  me?"  said  Jack,  handing  his 
invitation  to  Maysie. 

"I  shall  be  delighted." 

No  one  noticed  the  evil  glitter  in  Bud's 
eyes  and  it  was  perhaps  fortunate  that 
at  that  instant  an  accident  occurred  in 
his  upsetting  his  tea,  which  saved  that 
look  from  being  observed. 

"Of  course  you  will  go,  Mr.  Cressler?" 
said  Maysie. 

"Pardon  me,  but  I  am  too  tired  to  en- 
joy such  a  late  hour.  I  believe  I  shall 
remain  at  home  tonight." 
•  Regrets  were  freely  expressed,  for  both 
were  anxious  that  Bud  should  go,  but 
finding  him  obdurate  they  did  not  insist. 
When  Maysie  had  assisted  with  clearing 
away  the  supper  she  prepared  the  ma- 
terial for  their  usual  task  of  making  out 
the  reports. 

"Come,  Jack;  business  first  and  pleas- 
ure afterward.  We  shall  have  plenty  of 
time  to  dress." 

Jack  saw  the  spirit  of  business  determi- 
nation in  Maysie's  eyes  and  immediately 
joined  her.  The  work  was  performed 
swiftly  but  not  less  skillfully  or  accurate 
than  usual. 

"I  will  ask  Bud  to  mail  them  for  me;  I 
am  quite  sure  he  will  be  willing  to  do 
this.  It  will  save  delay  to  them  and  save 
me  a  trip  to  the  office." 

"A  most  excellent  idea,"  said  Maysie, 
giving  a  strange  accent  to  each  word. 

Jack  looked  at  her  but  her  face  betrayed 
nothing.  He  found  Bud  quite  willing  to 
perform  the  favor  and  even  expressed 
himself  that  it  would  be  a  pleasure,  as  he 
had  an  errand  down  town  anyway. 

He  saw  Jack  and  Maysie  depart.  Could 


they  have  seen  the  evil  glitter  in  his  eyes 
they  would  have  shuddered. 

"Ha,  ha,  ha!  So  they  trust  me  with 
this  precious  document  that  he  verifies 
so  carefully.  The  change  of  a  simple  fig- 
ure is  easy.  Without  a  position  he  is  not 
likely  to  engage  himself.  I  must  do  it 
tonight,"  he  whispered,  as  a  frightened 
look  came  into  his  eyes.  Appearances 
during  the  supper  meal  tonight— her  look 
as  he  gave  her  the  invitation  makes  me 
believe  that  to  delay  longer  would  be 
fatal.  Jack  Hammond,  you  must  go !" 

Then  taking  the  report  from  the  envel- 
ope he  deliberately  chose  an  initial  which 
he  changed  with  a  skill  that  showed  his 
ability  to  perfectly  imitate  Jack's  writing. 

"There;  that  will  do  the  business  and 
put  Jack  Hammond  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ladder  wherever  he  may  go,  and  that  will 
give  me  a  clear  field  to  win  her." 

If  ever  hate  was  written  in  any  man's 
face  Bud  Cressler  was  that  man.  His 
hand  trembled  as  he  replaced  the  report. 
Then  picking  up  his  hat  he  hurried  out 
into  the  street  and  to  the  office  where  he 
deposited  the  report  in  the  accustomed 
receptacle  for  them.  He  returned  early 
and  retired,  but  not  to  sleep.  His  heart 
burned  with  hate  as  he  heard  them  re- 
turn at  a  late  hour  chatting  happily. 
During  Sabbath  he  isolated  himself  as 
much  as  possible  on  the  plea  of  suffering 
headache.  Both  Mrs.  Cleveland  and 
Maysie  united  with  Jack  in  urging  him  to 
submit  to  some  sort  of  treatment,  but  he 
declined  all  offers  of  assistance  except  to 
take  a  cup  of  tea  from  Maysie's  hand. 
Monday  morning  found  him  quite  recov- 
ered and  both  went  out  on  their  run. 

No  mention  was  made  of  the  party  by 
Jack  during  the  trip,  and  to  all  appear- 
ances Bad  did  not  care  to  hear  of  it.  The 
usual  routine  of  business  was  performed 
and  the  return  trip  finished  without  inci- 
dent. On  Jack's  arrival  at  the  office  he 
was  given  a  message: 

"Conductor  Hammond- 
Please  turn  over  all  company  property 
in  your  possession  and  report  with  same 
at  nine  o'clock  tomorrow.      D.  A.  W." 

Jack  put  the  message  in  his  pocket  and 
left  the  office  without  a  word  to  those 
about  him. 

"Wonder  what's  the  matter  with  Ham- 
mond?" said  Smith,  who  stood  near  and 
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noted  the  quick  departure,  speaking  to 
the  operator. 

"Bad  news  for  Jack;  I  hear  he  made  a 
bull  in  his  reports  about  a  week  ago  and 
that  he  made  another  in  his  report  of 
Saturday.  The  message  I  gave  him  told 
him  to  turn  over  all  his  stuff  and  report 
at  the  office  at  nine  o'clock  tomorrow." 

"That's  too  bad.  Jack  used  to  be  a 
wizard.  I  guess  something  has  turned 
his  head,  but  1  can't  blame  him  for  she's 
an  angel  if  ever  there  was  one.  It  is  not 
generally  known  as  yet  but  my  wife  tells 
me  John  Cleveland's  daughter  is  soon  to 
become  Mrs.  Hammond." 

"That  will  be  a  tough  blow  for  Jack, 
for  he  was  making  big  strides  toward 
passenger,  and  of  my  own  personal 
knowledge  I  know  he  stood  high  in  the 
esteem  of  D.  A.  W.  and  some  others'  fur- 
ther up  the  ladder.  You  see  he  came 
here  recommended  by  the  president  of 
the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  and  as  I  understand 
it  his  uncle  was  once  a  director  of  that 
company  and  a  personal  friend  of  the 
president.  There  was  no  favors  asked 
for  him,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  re- 
quest came  to  put  him  through  the  mill 
and  see  what  there  was  in  him.  They 
put  him  through  all  right,  for  he  has  been 
running  youi*old  run,  which  is  the  hard- 
est on  the  system.  But  he's  fell  down." 

"I  liked  Jack,  for  he's  a  whole-souled 
fellow  and  white,  every  inch  of  him.  I 
don't  like  that  chum  of  his,  but  maybe  I 
don't  know  him  right.  Seems  to  be 
morose  and  rather  inclined  to  be  stuck 
up." 

Others  expressed  their  regrets,  among 
which  were  Jack's  brakemen,  who  came 
in  to  hear  what  had  occurred. 

Jack  did  not  wish  to  worry  Maysie's 
mind  that  evening  with  the  unpleasant 
tidings  he  had  received.  His  head  ached 
and  he  felt  pains  shoot  through  his  body. 
He  tried  to  appear  himself  and  partake 
of  his  supper,  but  at  last  he  arose  with- 
out a  morsel  having  passed  his  lips. 
Maysie  noticed  that  he  did  not  eat  and 
saw  how  pale  his  face  looked.  When  Bud 
had  left  the  room  she  said : 

"You  did  not'  eat  your  supper.  Are 
you  ill,  Jack?"  she  said,  tenderly. 

"Only  a  little  indisposed,"  he  said, 
smiling.   "I  will  be  all  right  in  the  morn- 


ing I  think.  You  will  excuse  me  if  I  lie 
down  awhile,"  he  said,  wearily. 

"Yes,"  putting  her  arms  around  his 
neck.  "Take  this  tea-bell,  please,  and 
call  me  if  you  grow,  worse,  will  you, 
dear?" 

Jack  promised  he  would  and  started  to 
retire.  His  eyes  grew  dark  before  he 
reached  the  top  step  of  the  stairs  leading 
to  his  room.  Staggering  to  his  bed  he 
threw  off  his  clothing  and  finding  Bud 
had  gone  out  he  threw  himself  across  the 
bed  exhausted. 

When  Bud  returned  at  a  late  hour  he 
noted  the  careless  disposition  Jack  had 
made  of  his  clothing  and  heard  him  mut- 
tering endearing  words  which  at  once  lit 
a  frenzied  flame  in  his  heart. 

"Aye,  lie  there  and  dream  of  her,"  he 
said  in  a  hateful  whisper.  "Ah,  what's 
this?"  picking  up  the  message  Jack  had 
received.  "It  has  come  swiftly  and  sure. 
I  will  drop  it  in  the  hallway  where  it  will 
be  found— there.  Now,  in  the  words  of 
Monte  Cristo,  'The  world  is  mine.'  " 

Jack's  mutterings  grew  to  ravings  be- 
fore morning,  but  Bud  was  too  tired  to 
listen  to  them.  As  morning  dawned  he 
grew  quieter  and  when  Bud  received  his 
usual  call  he  slipped  out  of  bed  and  de- 
parted silently.  One  had,  however  heard 
his  moans  during  the  night  and  had 
slipped  up  the  stairs,  on  tiptoe  to  listen. 
Only  a  labored  bieathing  rewarded  her 
and  once  she  heard  her  own  name  pro- 
nounced indistinctly. 

Maysie  was  up  bright  and  early  but  not 
ahead  of  her  mother,  whose  habits  were 
to  rise  at  a  certain  hour  the  year  round. 

"Mamma,  I  believe  Jack  was  very  ill 
last  night,  still  he  did  not  ring  for  me  as 
he  agreed  to  do.  I  am  going  to  tip-toe 
up  stairs  and  see  if  he  has  gone." 

As  Maysie  reached  the  landing  above 
she  spied  the  half  folded  message  Bud 
had  placed  there.  Picking  it  up  she 
opened  it  unthinkingly  and  read  its  im- 
port. 

"Why  did  he  not  tell  me  this  last 
night?"  she  whispered.  Finding  the 
door  ajar  she  peeped  within.  At  this  mo- 
ment Jack  threw  his  arms  wildly  and 
cried: 

"I  have  the  duplicates.  I  can  prove 
my  figures.  Yes,  sir;  you  shall  listen,  or 
by  the  god's  I'll  ring  your  neck.  See, 
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see !  here  they  are.  No,  I  have  lost  them 
—they  are  lost— lost !" 

Maysie  waited  to  hear  no  more.  She 
was  by  his  side  in  an  instant,  kneeling 
with  her  arms  outstretched  to  heaven 
asking  God  to  spare  him  to  her.  His 
flashed  face  and  matted  hair  were  evi- 
dences of  a  fearful  straggle  during  the 
night.  Pressing  back  the  matted  locks 
from  his  forehead  she  spoke  to  him  ten- 
derly and  called  him  by  name.  His  rav- 
ings ceased  at  once  and  he  apparently 
drifted  into  a  deep  slumber.  A  physician 
was  called  and  without  hesitation  pro- 
nounced it  brain  fever. 

We  have  not  here  space  to  record  the 
many  touching  incidents  that  transpired 
during  the  long  siege  during  which  Jack 
lingered  between  life  and  death.  At  last 
the  crisis  came  when  an  hour  would  de- 
cide whether  he  would  live  or  die.  Dur- 
ing all  the  long  days  and  nights  Maysie 
had  been  faithfully  by  his  side.  Her  eyes 
were  bright  with  unshed  tears  as  she  sat 
listening  to  his  breathing  and  awaiting 
with  prayerful  lips  that  his  condition 
might  take  a  turn  for  the  better.  It  came 
at  last,  and  as  he  passed  the  critical 
stage  the  doctor  said : 

"He  will  live." 

"Thank  God,"  said  Maysie,  as  she  fell 
in  a  swoon. 

It  was  feared  that  she  must  succomb  to 
the  terrible  ordeal  she  had  gone  through, 
but  after  a  few  days  she  had  sufficiently 
recovered  to  get  up.  Jack  in  the  mean- 
while had  regained  consciousness,  but 
his  nurse  would  not  permit  him  to  talk. 
Finally,  determined  to  learn  why  he  was 
confined  to  his  bed,  he  said: 

"I  will  not  keep  quiet  any  longer.  I  am 
going  to  talk  until  I  know  how  long  I 
have  been  sick.  What  day  is  this?  Is 
Miss  Cleveland  well?  Is  my  ailment  con- 
tagious? Where  is  my  chum,  Mr.  Greas- 
ier?" 

"I  will  tell  you  provided  you  try  to  go 
to  sleep.  You  need  quiet  and  rest  now." 

"I'll  try,"  said  Jack. 

"You  have  been  sick  eleven  days;  this 
is  Friday;  Miss  Cleveland  is  well,  and  has 
been  with  you  almost  constantly;  you 
have  had  brain  fever;  Mr.  Cressler  has 
taken  other  quarters  temporarily  during 
your  illness.   Now  go  to  sleep." 

Jack  fell  into  a  refreshing  doze  and  was 


left  alone  by  the  nurse,  who  went  to  re- 
port his  favorable  symptoms  to  Maysie. 
who  showed  the  happiness  she  felt  by 
kissing  her. 

"Now  for  a  little  work  that  will  restore 
his  spirits,"  she  said,  going  to  a  ward- 
robe and  putting  on  a  street  dress. 

Carefully  she  folded  several  papers  and 
placed  them  in  her  dress,  then  went  out 
upon  the  street  in  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent's  office.  Determination 
was  written  in  every  line  of  her  pretty 
face  as  she  ascended  the  steps,  and  a 
general  hum  of  admiration  went  up  from 
all  the  clerks  as  she  approached  the  chief 
clerk's  table  in  the  superintendent's  of- 
fice. 

"I  would  like  to  speak  to  the  superior 
ten  dent,"  she  said,  laying  her  card  upon 
his  table.   "My  business  is  urgent." 

Maysie  was  admitted  at  once  by  the 
superintendent,  who  greeted  her  affably 
and  asked  her  to  be  seated.  She  did  not 
take  the  profferred  chair,  but  stood  .be- 
fore him  and  began  her  errand  at  once. 

"I  have  here  a  message  ordering  Mr. 
Hammond  to  report  at  this  office  on  last 
Tuesday  a  week." 

"Yes,  yes;  I  believe  that  he  boarded 
with  you.  Has  he  left  his  account  un- 
settled?" rubbing  his  hands  together. 

"No  sir;  Mr.  Hammond  is  not  that  sort 
of  man.  He  took  ill  of  brain  fever  and 
has  been  near  death's  door  until  today. 
He  was  unable  to  come,  and  I  have  ap- 
pointed myself  to  act  in  his  stead." 

"Ah,  then  you  have  brought  his  keys, 
books,  etc.,  to  deliver  to  us?" 

"Since  you  are  willing  to  accept  them 
from  me  you  acknowledge  me  as  his  repre- 
sentative. Please  tell  me  what  charges 
are  preferred  against  him." 

"That  was  very  clever,  Miss  Cleveland, 
and  does  not  give  me  any  chance  to  ask 
by  what  right  you  represent  him;  still,  I 
will  acknowledge  myself  caught  and  say 
to  you  that  an  error  in  his  report  of  the 
10th  inst,  which,  by  the  way,'  was  the  sec- 
ond, was  the  cause  of  his  dismissal." 

"In  justice  to  Mr.  Hammond,  will  you 
permit  me  to  examine  that  report?"  she 
said,  appealingly. 

"Yes,  Miss  Cleveland;  I  will  wire  Mr. 
Sterling  to  forward  it  at  once.  You  may 
come  in  tomorrow  afternoon  and  you  may 
then  see  it." 
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The  hours  never  seemed  to  drag  so 
slowly  as  the  time  she  was  compelled  to 
wait.  She  was  not  permitted  to  see  Jack 
awake,  and  only  an  occasional  look  at 
him  while  sleeping.  At  the  appointed 
hour  she  was  again  at  the  door  of  the 
superintendent's  office  and  was  shown  in 
without  delay. 

"Good  afternoon,  Miss  Cleveland.  By 
the  way,  I  learn  that  your  father  was  one 
of  this  company's  most  esteemed  conduc- 
tors at  one  time  and  before  my  coming 
here." 

Maysie  thanked  him  for  his  kind  ex- 
pressions of  her  poor  father. 

"And— Oh,  yes;  you  came  to  see  that 
report.  I  am  very  sorry,  but  you  will 
find  that  there  is  an  indisputable  error  in 
the  initial  of  car  number  17642.  The  line 
operating  that  series  of  numbers  does  not 
have  a  box  car  in  that  series.  It  is  clearly 
an  error,  you  see." 

Maysie  was  busy  examining  and  com- 
paring the  writing  with  that  of  other  ini- 
tials. Walking  to  the  light,  she  held  the 
paper  so  that  she  could  see  its  surface. 
Then  turning  to  the  superintendent,  she 
said: 

"Please  look  at  the  surface  of  the  paper 
under  those  initials.  It  shows  that  an 
erasure  has  been  made." 

"Well,"  said  the  superintendent  inquir- 
ingly, "what  does  that  signify?  Has  Mr. 
Hammond  never  made  an  error  that  he 
should  make  use  of  an  eraser?" 

"Never  in  his  reports,  sir,"  said  Maysie 
determinedly. 

"He  must  be  a  remarkable  man  in  your 
eyes,"  said  the  superintendent,  smil- 
ing. 

Maysie  paid  no  attention  to  the  gentle 
hint  of  her  devotion  and  faith  in  Jack, 
but  said: 

"That  paper  has  been  tampered  with 
by  someone  since  it  left  his  hands." 

"I  cannot  believe  that." 

"I  have  the  proofs!" 

"Produce  them;  I  must  have  proofs." 

"Here  are  the  duplicates  of  every  re- 
port with  carbon  sheets  and  key  letters 
in  the  margin.  Compare  them  as  care- 
fully as  you  will  then  say  whether  you 
find  the  initials  in  the  duplicate  are  the 
same  as  those  in  the  report  of  the  10th 
inst." 

He  was  evidently  satisfied,  for  he  arose 


and  paced  the  floor  at  some  length  before 
speaking. 

"Miss  Cleveland,  Mr.  Hammond  has  an 
enemy  who  is  too  contemptible  to  live.  I 
shall  investigate  this  matter  further,  and 
when  I  find  the  guilty  man  I  shall  brand 
him.  Tell  Mr.  Hammond  he  has  my  sin- 
cere sympathy  and  best  wishes  for  his  re- 
covery. Tell  him,  too,  that  I  have  a  bet- 
ter run  for  him  when  he  recovers.  One 
question  suggests  itself  to  my  mind:  At 
what  time  did  Mr.  Hammond  deliver  his 
report  of  the  10th,  do  you  know  this?" 

"He  entrusted  it  to  his  roommate,  Mr. 
Cressler,  who  delivered  it;  Mr.  Cressler 
is  employed  in  the  locomotive  department 
as  fireman  on  engine  345." 

"Do  you  know  if  they  are  good 
friends?" 

"I  have  imagined  that  Mr.  Cressler  is 
Mr.  Hammond's  enemy,  but  I  have  no  de- 
finite reason  for  saying  so.  I  am  simply 
impressed  that  it  is  so." 

"I  see;  well,  that's  all." 

The  superintendent  accompanied  her 
to  the  door  and  bade  her  good-bye,  after 
which  he  again  took  his  seat  at  his  desk, 
where  he  touched  a  button  summoning 
his  clerk. 

"Mr.  Thomas,  ask  Mr.  Sterling  to  send 
me  the  report  of  trains  55  of  the  5th,  and 
54  of  the  10.  Also  notify  Mr.  Higgins 
that  I  want  Mr.  Cressler  to  report  at  my 
office  on  Monday  at  9  o'clock." 

"Yes,  sir,"  he  said,  making  a  note  of  the 
orders. 

Maysie's  feet  fairly  flew  over  the  pave- 
ment on  her  way  home.  She  longed  to 
tell  Jack  of  the  good  news  she  had  in 
store  for  him.  Her  eyes  sparkled  with 
excitement  and  a  flush  of  pleasure  over- 
spread her  face  as  she  ran  up  the  steps  of 
her  home. 

"Why,  daughter,  where  have  you  been? 
Jack  is  awake  and  the  nurse  says  you  may 
see  him." 

"Oh,  mother,  I  have  such  good  news 
for  him." 

"Oh,  then  you  were  did  the  super- 
intendent reinstate  him?" 
"Yes." 

"He  will  be  so  glad,. I  am  sure." 

Maysie  tripped  lightly  up  the  stairs  and 
entered  the  room  where  Jack  lay  propped 
up  on  pillows. 
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"Jack,  dear,"  she  exclaimed,  kneeling 
by  his  side. 
"Maysie!" 

"You  have  been  awfully  ill;  you  feel 
better  now,  don't  you?" 

"Yes,  and  nurse  tells  me  that  I  owe  my 
life  to  your  care.  You  were  by  my  side 
night  and  day.  I  can  only  repay  you  with 
love." 

"And  that  is  enough  for  any  woman." 

After  that  Jack's  recovery  was  some- 
thing remarkable.  The  men  who  had 
been  his  associates  came  in  every  day 
and  cheered  him  up.  Yet  something 
seemed  lacking.  One  evening  when  he 
and  Maysie  were  quite  alone  he  said; 

"Maysie,  dearest,  I  am  worried,  per- 
haps without  reason,  but  do  you  know  I 
have  been  dismissed,  and  while  I  feel 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  prove  that  my  sec- 
ond alleged  offense  is  the  act  of  someone 
who  bears  me  ill  will,  I  suffer  with  the 
thought  that  at  this  moment  I  am  looked 
upon  as  one  who  has  left  the  country  in 
contempt  for  the  orders  of  my  superior 
officer,  who  ordered  me  to  report  two 
weeks  ago?" 

It  was  then  that  Maysie  told  him  of  her 
intercession  in  his  behalf  and  what  the 
superintendent  had  promised  him.  While 
they  were  still  talking  over  her  kindness  a 
name  was  announced  below,  and  soon 
there  was  shown  into  the  sick  chamber  a 
guest  whom  Jack  recognized  at  once  as 
his  superintendent.  Coming  close  he 
held  out  his  hand  and  said; 

"Jack,  my  boy,  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  so 
pale  and  thin.  You  have  had  a  tough 
run,  but  I  have  another  for  you  when  you 
come  back  that  will  be  better  than  the  one 
you  had." 

Jack  pressed  his  hand  and  thanked 
him, 

"Have  you  any  idea  who  your  evil  gen- 
ius was  that  changed  your  reports?" 


"I  have  not.    I  have  not  an  enemy  in 
the  world  to  my  knowledge." 
"Shall  I  tell  you?" 

"Yes;  I  would  like  to  know,"  said  Jack* 
brightening. 

"Well,  I  called  your  chum  into  my  of- 
fice and  confronted  him  with  the  evidence 
I  have  been  gathering.  I  learned  alt 
about  the  incident  of  your  taking  his 
place  on  the  engine.  I  know  of  your 
sending  your  report  of  the  10th  in  his 
care.  Together  with  several  other  inci- 
dents which  I  made  use  of  in  coming  to  a 
conclusion,  I  confronted  him  with  the 
evidence  I  had  and  succeeded  in  getting 
an  admission  of  guilt  from  him.  You 
will  not  see  him  again,  for  he  has  left  for 
parts  unknown." 

Jack  said  nothing,  but  it  was  easy  to 
see  that  he  was  pained  to  learn  of  the  un- 
faithfulness of  his  friend  and  classmate. 

"By  the  way,  Mr.  Hammond,  I  suppose 
you  will  want  a  vacation  and  incidentally 
transportation  for  two  or  more  before- 
many  months,"  he  said,  with  a  twinkle  in 
his  eye.  "Do  not  hesitate  to  ask  me  for 
anything  you  need.  A  trip  to  New  York 
and  Boston  would  be  nice,  don't  you 
think?" 

Maysie  blushed  furiously,  and  Jack 
stammered: 

"I  will  thank  you  to  have  it  ready 
about  June  15.  Isn't  that  right,  Maysie?'* 

"Yes." 

They  were  traveling  over  that  smooth- 
est of  roadbeds  amid  luxuriant  surround- 
ings on  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  South- 
ern railway  two  months  later  on  their 
wedding  tour.  Jack  had  just  finished  re- 
counting his  experience  on  this  same  line 
nearly  four  years  before.  Their  eyes  met 
for  a  moment,  then  Jack  said: 

"Maysie,  it  was  your  duplicate  reports, 
that  saved  me." 


THE  CITY  OP  SAN  DIEGOo 

In  the  exhibit  rooms  of  the  San  Diego  was  under  the  dominion  of  Spain.  The 
Chamber  of  Commerce  is  a  bronze  can-  San  Diego  of  those  days  is  now  spoken 
non,  which  was  cast  at  Manila  in  1783,  of  as  Old  Town,  where  may  be  seen  a  few 
having  been  brought  to  San  Diego  as  a  modern  buildings  surrounded  by  many- 
part  of  its  defense  when  all  this  fair  land  ruined  adobes.  The  old  mission  bells  are* 
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suspended  from  a  wooden  frame  near  the 
little  church,  not  far  from  which  is  the 
fairly  preserved  building  in  which  Ra- 
mona  was  married.  About  three  miles 
up  the  valley  'Father  Juniper  a**  Serra 
founded  the  first  mission  in  California, 
July  16th,  I7fo9.  Today  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Joseph  maintain-  a  school  for  Indian  chil- 
dren there",  and  are  always  ready  and  will- 
ing to  show  visitors  around  the  crumb- 
ling ruins  of  the  old  mission  buildings, 

Your  attention  Will  be  called  to  the  first 
olive  trees  planted  in  California,  the 
scions  of  many  hundred  orchards;  the 
picturesque  old  dam  across  the  San  Diego 
river,  built  by  the  early  fathers;  the  long 
tunnel  leading  from  the  Mission  build- 
ings to  a  point  in  the  valley  where  water 
could  be  obtained,  the  excavation  of 
which  was  made  necessary  by  the  padres 
and  their  converts  at  a  time  when  the 
place  was  surrounded  and  besieged  by 
hostile  Indians.  If  you  have  time  to  tar- 
ry you  may  hear  many  interesting  stories 
of  early  days. 

Between  Old  San  Diego  and  the  en- 
trance to  the  bay  is  La  PI  ay  a,  the  land- 
ing place  for  San  Diego  described  in 
Richard  Henry  Dana's  "Two  Years  Be- 
fore the  Mast,"  now  a  Portuguese  fish- 
ing village,  which  you  will  want  to  visit. 

Do  not  forget  to  take  your  kodaks  on 
all  these  trips  for  there  are  many  bits  of 
scenery  and  points  of  interest  of  which 
you  will  be  glad  to  preserve  a  photo- 
graphic record. 

•  •  •  • 

To  the  geologist,  or  the  lover  of  nature, 
Point  Loma,  the  time-worn,  grand  old 
ridge  guarding  San  Diego  bay,  calls  for 
many  visits.  The  road  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  bay  region  and  affords  a  delightful 
outing.  From  near  the  old  light-house 
on  the  Point  you  have  a  view  of  the  Pen- 
insula of  Coronado,  with  its  big  hotel, 
surrounded  by  charming  seaside  homes. 
A  narrow  thread  of  golden  sand  runs 
south  from  Hotel  del  Coronado  to  the 
head  of  the  bay,  beyond  which  the  most 
notable  feature  of  the  landscape  is  Table 
Mountain  in  Mexico.  Dotted  in  the  sea, 
off  the  Mexican  coast,  are  the  Coronado 
Islands;  Corpus  Christi,  with  its  sarco- 
phagus-like form,  attracting  immediate 
attention.  Directly  at  your  feet  is  the  en- 
trance to  the  bay,  the  channel  quickly 


widening  out  into  a  beautiful  sheet  of 
water  miles  in  length,  with  scarcely  a  rip- 
ple to  mar  its  surface.  Along  the  eastern 
shore  of  the  bay  the  business  blocks  and 
homes'  Of  San  Diego  trend  upward,  cov- 
ering the  slopes  and  crowning  the  bills 
over  a  large  area.  Beyond  the  city  the 
land  gradually  rises  to  the  mesas  and 
mountains— one  of  the  grandest  views  the 
world  over. 

A  large  hotel,  in  the  Moorish  style  of 
architecture,  open  to  the  public,  occu- 
pies a  prominent  position,  near, which  is 
a  unique  and  beautiful  temple  of  music. 
The  immense  glass  dome  is  encircled  by 
a  wide  balcony,  which  commands  a  won- 
derful view  of  ocean,  bay,  mesa  and  moun- 
tain. A  number  of  conveniently  arranged 
buildings  provide  comfortable  quarters 
for  the  scores  of  orphan  children  being 
cared  for  by  this  society.  To  witness  the 
commendable  efforts  being  put  forth  for 
these  little  ones  will  enlist  your  sympa- 
thies and  add  great  pleasure  to  the  visit. 
Amid  such  grand  surroundings  and  with 
such  forces  at  work  Point  Loma  Home- 
stead, as  the  resort  is  called,  must  soon 
take  its  place  as  one  of  the  great  attrac- 
tions of  the  Southwest. 

•  •  •  * 

Leaving  San  Diego  on  the  "Lemon 
Special"  over  the  National  City  &  Otay 
Railway ryou  -pass  through  National  City, 
a  village  of  pleasant  homes,  the  principal 
industry  being  lemon  packing,  the  manu- 
facture of  citric  acid,  oil  of  lemon,  komel 
and  other  by-products  of  the  lemon, 
orange  and  grape  fruit.  Crossing  the 
valley  of  the  Sweetwater  you  are  in  Chu- 
la  Vista,  a  tract  containing  several  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  divided,  for  the  most 
part,  into  ten-acre  holdings,  which  are 
set  out  to  lemons,  oranges  and  grape- 
fruit. By  a  contract  with  the  company 
selling  the  land,  the  houses  built  were  not 
to  cost  less  than  $2,500,  hence  you  will  see 
here  an  unusual  number  of  handsome 
residences.  - 

Another  thing  that  lends  interest  to  the 
visit  is  the  fact  that  you  are  in  the  lemon 
belt  of  America,  the  largest  lemon  orchard 
in  the  world  being  located  at  this  point. 
During  the  past  season  several  hundred 
car-loads  of  lemons  were  Shipped  through 
San  Diego  to  the  North  and  Bast. 

Five  or  six  miles  beyond  Chula  Vista, 
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after  having:  passed  through  the  villages 
of  Otay  and  Nestor,  at  the  bead  of  the 
bay,  both  favored  localities,  the  train 
stops  at  the  Monument  marking  the  boun- 
dary line  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  One  step  and  you  are  in  foreign 
territory.  Driving  or  walking  across  the 
bed  of  the  Tijuana  river,  which  generally 
runs  upside  down,  you  arrive  at  the  Mexi- 
can village  of  Tijuana,  where  you  can 
purchase  Indian  pottery,  Mexican  curios, 
drawn  work,  cigars,  etc.,  write  a  postal  or 
letter  to  your  friends  away,  and  thus  af- 
ford them  proof  of  your  trip  to  Mexico. 
Returning  you  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  visit  the  famous  Sweetwater  dam  and 
the  auxiliary  system  of  pumping  works, 
which  furnish  a  plentiful  supply  of  water 
for  Chula  Vista  and  National  City.  To 
make  assurance  doubly  sure  in  the  way 
of  a  water  supply,  the  lands  above  de- 
scribed have  been  recently  connected 
with  the  Otay  reservoir,  a  part  of  the 
Southern   California  Mountain  Water 

Company's  system. 

•  *  *  * 

Passing  out  of  San  Diego,  along  the 
boulevard  leading  to  National  City,  you 
will  have  time  to  diverge  from  the  main 
road  for  a  trip  to  Paradise  Valley.  Here 
may  be  seen  the  beautiful  home  of  Ralph 
Granger,  whose  collection  of  famous  vio- 
lins is  the  envy  of  many  connoisseurs. 
One  can  understand  what  contentment 
means  to  live  amid  such  surroundings. 
Leaving  the  Citric  Acid,  Oil  of  Lemon 
and  Olive  Oil  factories  on  your  right,  you 
drive  over  a  good  road  to  Chula  Vista, 
thsough  which  place  you  passed  on  your 
trip  to  Tijuana.  This  time,  however,  you 
go  nearer  the  sea,  the  fresh  ocean  breeze 
coming  to  you  laden  with  the  perfume  of 
lemon  and  orange  blossoms.  Leaving 
Chula  Vista  you  skirt  the  head  of  the  bay 
passing  by  the  comfortable-appearing 
homes  of  many  lemon  and  orange  grow- 
ers, then  comes  the  boulevard,  built  along 
that  narrow  stretch  of  land  between  bay 
and  ocean— the  waters  of  one  so  still,  the 
other  so  restless.  The  air  is  cool  and 
bracing.  Your  horses  are  no  longer  tired,, 
but  trot  gaily  along  toward  the  Tented 
City  and  California's  most  attractive 
tourist  resort,  Hotel  del  Coronado.  Here 
you  can  lunch,  rest,  enjoy  a  plunge  in  the 
surf,  or  a  swim  in  the  tanks,  and  then  for 


San  Diego,  crossing  by  ferry.  A  delight- 
ful trip  from  start  to  finish,  and  one  that 
may  be  repeated  with  enjoyment  many 
times.  The  pictures  taken  on  the  trip 

will  fill  a  whole  album. 

•  *  •  » 

Just  across  the  bay  from  San  Diego  is 
Amerita's  greatest  summer  and  winter 
resort,  Coronado  Beach,  The  peninsula 
of  Coronado,  with  its  charming  environ- 
ment, is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  a  great  pleasure  resort.  There 
is  nothing  approaching  it  the  entire  length 
of  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  none  of  the  fam- 
ous Atlantic  resorts  equal  this  fair  spot 
in  natural  attractions. 

Hotel  del  Coronado,  though  completely 
equipped  for  a  thousand  guests  when 
built;  has  been  improved  each  year. 
Nothing  is  left  undone  by  the  manage- 
ment that  can  in  any  way  contribute  to 
the  comfort  and  entertainment  of  the 
guests.  The  chef  has  a  national  reputa- 
tion; the  service  is  perfect.  It  is  worth 
journeying  across  the  continent  just  to 
spend  a  moonlight  evening  at  Coronado. 
Seated  on  the  south  veranda  of  that  queen 
of  all  hotels,  you  can  see,  bnt  a  short 
distance  away,  the  smooth  surface  of  San 
Diego  Bay,  gleaming  like  a  lake  of  burn- 
ished silver  in  the  moonlight;  while  to  the 
west,  but  a  .  stone's  throw  distant,  the 
rollers  of  the  Pacific  come  rushing  in. 
Upward  curls  the  water,  and,  as  the 
waves  break,  each  drop  catches  a  moon- 
beam and  hurls  it  landward,  a  constant 
shower  of  stars,  to  which  the  booming 
surf  lends  additional  interest.  'Tis  grand, 
beautiful  beyond  description.  Winter  or 
summer,  Coronado  is  equally  delightful. 

In  accommodating  the  pleasure-loving 
public,  the  Coronado  Beach  management 
has,  at  great  expense,  prepared  and  set 
aside  a  portion  of  its  land  just  between 
bay  and  ocean,  about  half  a  mile  south  of 
the  Hotel,  as  a  special  resort  for  visitors 
from  the  interior  and  neighboring  states, 
who  do  not  care  for  hotel  life  and  yet 
wish  to  enjoy  the  many  privileges  offered 
at  this  attractive  resort.  Here  you  may 
pitch  your  own  tent,  or  rent  one  already 
furnished,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  City 
of  Tents  will,  ere  long,  develop  into  a 
village  of  picturesque  tiled  roof  cottages, 
built  around  courts  or  patios,  filled  with 
palms  and  beautiful  flowering  plants.  In 
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this  delightful  region,  summer  or  Winter, 
you  may,  at  but  little  expense,  enjoy  life 
to  the  full,  walking,  golfing,  wheeling, 
driving,  fishing,  shooting,  boating,  swim- 
ming, gaining  in  health  and  strength  with 

each  day's  sojourn. 

»  »  »  « 

In  springtime,  after  a  winter  6f  average 
rainfall,  the  hills,  valleys  and  mountains 
near  San  Diego  are  covered  with  wild 
flowers  in  variety  and  beauty  beyond  de- 
scription. The  sweet  smelling,  honey- 
producing  sage  abounds  everywhere.  The 
slopes  of  San  Ysidro,  on  the  border  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
are  a  wonderfully  rich  field  for  botanists. 
As  to  the  culture  of  exotics,  visit  the 
court  at  Hotel  del  Coronado  and  see  what 
has  been  done  there  in  a  few  years'  time. 
Note  the  luxuriant  growth  of  the  palms 
and  other  tropical  and  semi  tropical  trees, 
shrubs  and  vines,  then  inspect  some  of 
the  private  grounds  in  San  Diego,  with 
their  wealth  of  beautiful  plant  life,  and  it 
will  be  seen  how  easy  it  is  in  this  favored 
region  for  people  who  are  fond  of  gar- 
dening to  surround  their  homes  with 
beautiful  plants  and  flowers,  fragrant 
with  the  sweetest  perfume.  The  cactus  r 
which  we  are  inclined  to  associate  with  a 


sickly,  thorny  looking  plant,  luxuriate* 
in'  this  delightful  climate;  some  of  the 
varieties  produce  beautiful  flowers,  while 
all  are  interesting.  They  are  a  growth 
that  is  easy  to  start  and  will  well  repay 
the  care  given  them.  The  chollas  and 
other  varieties  cover  what  otherwise 
would  be  barren  territory,  affording  a 
breeding  place  and  protection  for  the  nu- 
merous flocks  of  quail  [that  have  made 
the  foothills  a  sportsman's  paradise. 

Among  the  useful  trees  that  do  well  in 
the  Bay  region  is  the  Mulberry,  upon 
the  leaves  of  which  the  silkworm  thrives; 
and  the  same  climatic  advantages  that 
conduce  to  the  health  of  man  would  seem 
to  affect  these  tireless  workers,  for  there 
is  practically  no  disease  among  the  silk- 
worms developed  here.  They  grow  to  be 
large  and  spin  a  strong,  beautiful  silk, 
making  possible  a  great  home  industry. 
In  the  San  Diego  Chamber  of  Commerce 
may  be  seen  a  most  interesting  exhibit 
of  cocoons  and  silk,  produced  within  the 
city  limits. 

The  varieties  ot  sea-weed  to  be  found 
off  this  coast  are  beautiful  in  form  and 
coloring.  Days  and  weeks  may  be  spent 
by  the  interested  collector  in  securing 
and  mounting  specimens  for  his  cabinet. 
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(NoTB. — This  department  is  open  for  the  benefit  of  our  members,  and  any  Questions  asked  sboald 
pertain  directly  to  the  lesson  or  which  has  been  printed.  Address  all  communications  to  Tn  Kuk 
watConductob.J 

Q.— 291.  In  case  of  a  train  parting  between  air-braked  cars  on  the  head  end,  the 
train  being  partially  equipped,  say  5  air-braked  and  25  non-air-braked  cars,  what 
should  the  engineer  do  ? 

A.— Close  the  engine  throttle  immediately  and  place  the  brake  valve  handle  on 
lap  position. 

Q.— 292.  Why  not  try  to  pull  away  from  the  rear  end  of  the  train  ? 

A.— He  could  not  get  away  a  safe  distance,  and  a  short  distance  would  only  in- 
crease the  violence  of  running  together.  By  shutting  off  steam  immediately  the  dis- 
tance of  separation  would  be  short  and  the  shock  of  running  together  would  be  pro- 
portionately slight,  both  sections  of  the  train  being  in  motion  at  the  time. 

Q.— 293.  Upon  coupling  up  after  parting  a  train  of  air-braked  cars,  should  the 
rear  brakes  refuse  to  release  in  any  number,  would  it  be  advisable  to  "bleed"  them 
off? 
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A.— No;  by  so  doing  we  have  no  assurance  that  the  engine  is  cnt  into  the  rear  end 
of  the  train.  They  shonld  in  all  cases  be  released  by  the  engineer. 
Q.— 294.  What  should  he  do  to  release  them  ? 

A. — Place  the  brake  valve  handle  on  lap  position  and  secure  excess  pressure ;  by 
throwing  thifc  into  the  train  pipe  quickly  it  should  release  them  if  they  are  all  cut  in. 

Q.— 295.  Where  two  or  more  engines  are  coupled  to  a  train  which  engineer  shonld 
operate  the  brakes? 

A. — The  one  on  the  lead  engine  always. 

Q.— 296.  How  should  the  otber  engineers  proceed  ? 

A. — Close  the  stop  cock  in  the  train  pipe  below  the  brake  valve,  carry  the  brake 
valve  handle  in  running  position  and  run  the  pump  as  if  they  were  operating  the 
brakes.  If  the  engine  is  not  supplied  with  a  cut-out  cock,  the  brake  valve  handle 
should  be  placed  on  lap  position.  The  air  pump  should  also  be  run  slower  in  this 
case. 

Q.— 297.  If  the  second  engine  is  .not  provided  with  a  stop  cock  in  the  train  pipe 
for  double  heading,  is  it  advisable  to  plug  up  the  train  pipe  exhaust  of  the  brake 
valve. 

A. — No.  When  the  lead  engine  cuts  off  from  the  train,  if  the  second  engineer 
fails  to  remove  the  plug  it  might  prove  dangerous.  Fatal  accidents  have  resulted 
from  this  cause,  and  it  is  better  not  to  require  the  engineer  to  run  any  unnecessary 
risk.  Stop  cocks  are  furnished  with  all  brake  valves,  to  be  used  for  this  purpose* 
and  they  should  be  used. 


ENGINEER'S  BRAKE  AND  EQUALIZING  DISCHARGE  VALVE. 

D  8  MODEL.  n 
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Q.— 298.  In  case  of  an  emergency,  how  should  the  brake  valve  be  handled  ? 
A. — It  should  be  moved  to  the  emergency  position  and  allowed  to  remain  there 
mntil  either  the  train  stops  or  the  danger  is  past.   Sand  should  also  be  applied  to 
the  rail. 

Q.— 299.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  return  the  handle  to  lap  position  after  a  quick 
'-reduction  has  been  made?  The  object  being  to  save  train  pipe  pressure  to  assist  in 
releasing. 

A. — No.  There  might  be  some  cars  with  plain  triple  valves  in  the  train,  or  quick- 
faction  triples  that  are  cut  out  or  have  the  quick  action  feature  blocked.  If  enough 
•of  these  are  together  quick-action  would  not  jump  them,  and  all  brakes  would  not  be 
fully  applied.  There  is  also  a  possibility  of  the  rush  of  air  from  the  rear  to  the  head 
■  end  of  the  train,  causing  the  head  brakes  to  release.  The  first  consideration  in  a 
•case  of  emergency  is  to  stop,  and  to  do  that  as  quickly  and  surely  as  possible  the 
ihandle  should  be  lett  in  the  emergency  position. 


COURT  OF  PALMS.  HOTEL  DEL  CORONADO. 


Q.— 300.  If  the  engineer  had  the  brakes  partially  applied  in  service  application,  as 
If  merely  to  reduce  speed  over  bad  track,  and  should  be  suddenly  flagged,  what  should 
he  do? 

A —Put  the  valve  handle  in  the  emergency  position  and  leave  it  there  until  stopped, 
the  same  as  before. 

Q.— 301.  Would  he  get  quick  action  under  those  circumstances? 

A.— That  depends  on  the  amount  of  reduction  made  in  service  and  the  length  of 
the  piston  travel.  With  only  a  light  reduction  and  standard  or  long  travel,  he  would 
get  partial  quick  action,  but  would  not  get  full  quick-action  brake  cylinder  pressure. 
With  short  travel  or  heavy  reduction  in  service  he  would  not  get  quick  action,  but 
would  get  a  full  service  application. 

Q.— 302.  Could  he  gain  anything  by  placing  the  handle  in  release  position  for  a 
moment  before  going  to  the  emergency  position? 
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A.— No;  it  would  be  dangerous  to  do  so.  Such  an  action  wonld  release  the  brakes 
when  they  were  needed  most,  would  make  them  slower  to  apply  by  overcharging  the 
train  pipe,  and  when  applied  they  would  be  even  weaker  than  a  service  application 
would  have  been  at  the  start. 

Q.— 303.  If  the  engineer  had  the  brakes  applied  with  a  25-pound  service  applica- 
tion and  was  flagged,  would  it  be  policy  for  him  to  put  the  brake  valve  in  the  emer- 
gency position? 

A.— Yes;  if  it  was  a  case  of  emergency.  Possibly  some  of  the  brakes  have  leaked 
partly  off.  The  emergency  application  would  set  them  fully  again. 

Q.— 304.  If  the  engineer  was  handling  a  partially  equipped  train,  as  was  mentioned 
in*  a  preceding  question,  and  was  flagged  in  such  a  manner  as  to  require  an  emergency 
application  to  stop  in  time,  would  it  be  policy  for  him  to  first  bunch  the  slack  of  the 
train  before  going  to  the  emergency? 

A.— No.  So  doing  would  destroy  part  of  the  brake  power  that  he  needs.  A  few 
drawheads  are  easier  and  cheaper  to  replace  than  a  whole  caboose  or  an  engine. 

Q.— 305.  In  a  case  of  emergency,  should  an  engineer  reverse  the  engine  if  it  is 
equipped  with  a  driver  brake? 

A.— No.  Even  if  it  is  a  poor  brake,  the  wheels  will  lock  and  slide,  and  sliding 
wheels  would  not  hold  as  much  as  if  they  were  revolving.  If  the  driver  brake  holds 
at  all  the  engine  should  not  be  reversed. 

Q.— 306.  In  case  the  brakes  are  applied  suddenly  from  the  train,  what  should  the 
engineer  do? 

A.— Place  the  brake  valve  handle  on  lap  position  until  a  signal  is  given  to  release 
the  brakes. 

Q.— 307.  Why  is  this  done? 

A.— To  maintain  the  main  drum  pressure  and  prevent  its  escape,  thereby  provid- 
ing for  a  prompt  release  of  the  brakes. 

Q.— 308.  How.  should  the  conductor's  valve  be  operated  when  necessary? 

A.— It  should  be  pulled  wide  open  and  held  open  until  the  train  stops,  and  then 
before  leaving  it  the  valve  should  be  closed. 

Q.— 309.  Why  is  it  necessary  to  hold  the  conductor's  valve  open  until  the  train  is 
stopped,  if  it  is  used? 

A.— Because  if  it  is  elosed  and  the  engineer  has  not  placed  the  brake  valve  en  lap 
position,  the  brakes  will  release. 

Q.— 310.  What  does  this  valve  do  when  it  is  opened? 

A.— It  simply  makes  an  opening  from  the  train  pipe  to  the  atmosphere  very  much 
the  same  way  as  would  be  done  if  an  angle  cock  is  opened. 
Q.— 311.  Can  brakes  be  released  by  the  conductor's  valve? 

A.— Not  by  the  use  of  the  conductor's  valve  alone.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
to  release  brakes  it  is  necessary  to  either  put  air  into  the  train  pipe  or  take  it  oat  of 
the  auxiliary  reservoirs.  The  conductor's  valve  will  not  do  either  of  these. 

Q— 312.  Should  the  brakes  apply  suddenly,  without  the  aid  of  the  engineer  or 
train  crew,  what  should  be  looked  for? 

A.— Either  a  bursted  hose  or  the  train  parted. 

Q.—  313.  In  the  event  of  a  bursted  hose  on  a  passenger  train  and  there  was-  no  ex- 
tra hose  in  the  supply  box,  what  could  be  done? 

A.— Remove  the  hose  from  the  rear  end  of  the  last  car  and  use  it. 

Q.— 314.  Should  the  cross-over  pipe  be  broken,  is  it  necessary  to  shift  this  car  to 
the  rear  of  the  train? 

A.— No.  If  the  break  is  between  the  stop  cock  and  the  triple  valve,  the  stop  cock 
should  be  closed  and  the  release  valve  opened.  If  the  pipe  is  broken  between  the 
stop  cock  and  the  main  train  pipe,  it  may  be  plugged  to  good  advantage. 

Q.— 315.  In  passenger  service,  if  the  train  pipe  should  burst  or  be  broken,  should 
the  car  be  shifted  to  the  rear  of  the  train? 

A.— Not  necessarily.  A  section  of  freight  hose  can  be  telescoped  over  the  broken 
pipe  and  wrapped  with  a  bell  cord.  Again,  air  may  be  made  to  pas*  to  the  rear 
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through  the  signal  pipe  on  the  disabled  car  by  the  use  of  combination  signal  and 
train  pipe  couplings,  which  will  allow  of  the  .signal  pipe  of  the  disabled  car  being  at- 
tached to  the  train  pipe  of  its  adjoining  cars.  It  is  the  general  practice,  however,  to 
switch  such  cars  to  the  rear  on  account  of  the  lack  of  the  material  to  make  the 
changes  mentioned. 

Q.— 316.  When  such  a  car  is  put  on  the  rear  end  of  a  passenger  train,  what  pre- 
cautions should  be  taken? 

A.— The  hose  should  be  coupled  between  it  and  the  car  ahead  of  it,  and  the  angle 
cock  opened  on  the  car  ahead,  but  the  angle  cock  on  the  disabled  car  closed.  This 
keeps  air  pressure  in  the  hose  couplings,  and  if  the  train  should  part  there  the  brakes 
would  apply  on  the  head  section.  It  is  also  good  practice  to  have  a  man  remain  on 
the  disabled  car  all  the  time  if  practicable. 

Q  — 317.  In  assisting  the  engineer  with  hand  brakes,  where  the  train  is  only  par- 
tially equipped  with  air  brakes,  where  should  the  hand  brakes  be  set? 

A. — Immediately  behind  the  air-braked  cars. 

Q.—  318.  Why  not  near  the  rear  end  of  the  train? 

A.— Because  of  the  liability  of  breaking  in  two  if  the  engineer  releases  when  going 
slowly. 

Q.— 319.  In  setting  off  cars  what  should  be  done? 

A.— The  stop  cocks,  or  angle  cocks,  should  be  closed  first  and  the  hose  parted  by 
hand  and  hung  up  properly,  the  car  set  in  the  side  track,  the  air  brake  released  if  ap- 
plied, and  the  hand  brake  set  before  leaving  it. 

Q.— 320.  Why  not  set  the  hand  brake  before  releasing  the  air  brake? 

A.— On  some  cars  it  would  be  set  too  tight  and  be  liable  to.  break  the  chair,  when 
the  pressure  on  the  piston  of  the  brake  cylinder  was  released;  on  others  it  would  not 
be  set  at  all. 

Q.— 321.  Where  cars  are  to  be  left  alone  for  any  length  of  time  on  a  grade  and  have 
the  air  brakes  applied,  what  should  be  done? 

A.— The  air  brakes  should  be  released  and  hand  brakes  set. 

Q.— 322.  What  is  the  proper  way  to  release  a  brake  with  the  release  valve? 

A.— The  release  valve  should  be  held  open  only  until  the  air  commences  to  escape 
from  the  triple  valve.  It  should  then  be  closed,  as  if  it  is  held  open  longer  it  has  a 
tendency  to  set  the  other  brakes. 

Q.— 323.  In  picking  up  cars,  if  they  are  found  cut  out,  is  it  an  assurance  that  the 
brakes  are  in  bad  order  on  those  cars? 

A.— No;  they  should  be  cut  in  and  tested,  unless  it  is  plainly  seen  that  they  are  in 
bad  order. 

Q.— 324.  When  is  it  permissible  to  cut  out  cars? 

A  —Only  when  they  are  in  such  condition  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  operate 
them. 

Q.— 325.  Are  small  leaks  sufficient  cause  for  cutting  out  cars? 

A.— No;  only  when  they  are  of  such  size  that  the  air  pump  cannot  supply  them. 

Q.— 326.  If  there  are  numerous  small  leaks  throughout  the  train,  and  combined 
they  make  sufficient  leakage  to  prevent  the  pump  from  making  the  required  amount 
of  air  pressure,  which  cars  should  be  cut  out  first? 

A.— The  worst  leaks;  if  that  is  not  sufficient  or  all  leaks  about  the  same  size,  then 
the  poorest  brakes,  not  more  than  three  or  four  consecutive  cars  being  cut  out,  how- 
ever.  If  possible  the  cut-out  cars  should  be  distributed  throughout  the  train. 

fTO  BE  CONTINUED,] 
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*AT  nARYn^RE  RANCH* 


"Percy  Hyatt,  by  all  that's  great!" 

Hyatt  slid  stiffly  from  the  back  of  his 
jaded  broncho  and  grasped  the  hand  ex- 
tended by  the  superintendent  of  Mary- 
mere  Ranch. 

Dnnlap  turned  his  guest's  horse  over  to 
one  of  the  cowboys,  and  drew  Hyatt  into 
the  great  square  room  which  served  as 
office  for  the  superintendent,  and  loung- 
ing room  for  the  guests  who  came  in 
search  of  the  game  for  which  Marymere 
was  famous. 

The  two  men  grinned  at  each  other 
silently  for  a  few  seconds,  then  shook 
hands  again. 

"Three  years.  Hyatt!  I'd  about  made 
up  my  mind,  by  Jove,  you  were  never 
coming  back,  and  here  you  drop  in  with- 
out a  warning!  A  nice  note  if  I'd  been 
out  on  the  range !" 

"Oh,  but  I  knew  you  wouldn't— under 
the  cir- — " 

Hyatt  paused  awkwardly.  His  face 
flushed,  and  he  saw  with  relief  that  Du*n- 
lap  had  not  noticed  the  slip.  The  latter 
was  tossing  various  articles  of  raiment 
out  of  the  most  comfortable  chair,  to  offer 
it  to  his  friend. 

"The  mater  would  have  a  fit  if  she 
knew  you  were  here.   I  sent  her  down  to 

Cheyenne  for  a  week  or  two.  Fact  is  " 

It  was  Dunlap's  turn  to  pause  and  look 
embarrassed.  "I  say,  old  man,  I'm  jolly 
glad  to  see  you,  but  I'd  give  a  bunch  of 
yearlings  if  you  weren't  a  newspaper 
man." 

"The  leopard  cannot  change  his  spots, 
even  to  oblige  his  friends.  Are  news- 
paper men  under  the  ban  at  Marymere?" 
A  note  of  anxiety  underlay  the  banter  in 
Hyatt's  voice. 

Dunlap  stretched  his  long  legs  and 
stared  down  at  his  friend. 

"To  tell  the  truth,  just  now— yes. 
Robert  G.  Shaw,  president  of  the  L.  &  G., 
is  coming  down  here  for  a  shoot,  and  a 
newspaper  man  is  about  the  last  person 
be'll  want  to  see.  Fact  is,  he's  running 
away  from  you  fellows." 

Hyatt's  eyes  narrowed  to  a  mere  slit. 
He  was  not  sure  which  card  to  play. 

"Robert  Shaw-oh,  yes,  he's  the  fellow 

•Richard  Sareeant  in  Junior  Mnnsey. 


that's  trying  to  engineer  the  consolida- 
tion between  the  L.  &  G.  and  the  D.  &  F. 
Great  scheme  !  Would  give  him  direct 
communication  between  New  York  and 
Puget  Sound.  Close-mouthed  chap!  We 
had  a  man  on  his  trail  last  week  in  Chi- 
cago, but  didn't  get  a  thing.  What  brings 
him  to  Marymere?" 

"I  told  you— game,  recreation,  and  free- 
dom from  just  such  fellows  as  you." 

"Thanks,  awfully!  But  there's  no  need 
of  his  knowing  me  as  a  newspaper  man 
off  on  a  much-needed  vacation.  Can't  I 
join  the  ranks  of  your  riders?" 

Dunlap  studied  the  lithe,  almost  deli- 
cate physique  of  the  Chicago  man  and 
shook  his  head.  "You  don't  fill  the  part." 

"Well,  say,  I'm  not  going  to  run  away 
from  a  measly  railroad  president  after 
coming  a  thousand  miles  to  see  the  only 
man  worth  such  a  journey.  I'll  turn  in 
and  act  as  your  secretary.  Hyatt  glanced 
at  Dunlap's  disorderly  desk  and  laughed. 
"I  think  you  need  one." 

"That's  the  very  thing.  Personally,  I 
don't  give  a  rap  about  Shaw,  but  I'd  hate 
to  have  him  think  that  a  newspaper  man 
was  here  spying  on  his  movements.  You 
make  yourself  comfortable  and  I'll  have 
Pete  fix  up  an  extra  bunk  in  my  room. 
Shaw's  party  will  need  three  rooms,  and 
you  know  this  is  no  palace." 

The  hospitable  Dunlap  hurried  off. 
Hyatt  absently  picked  up  the  tongs  and 
turned  the  log  which  burned  year  in  and 
year  out  at  Marymere.  The  newspaper 
man  felt  uncomfortable.  He  had  not  been 
in  the  business  long  enough  to  sacrifice 
friendship  for  the  juggernaut  of  journal- 
istic enterprise. 

"Spying  on  his  movements!"  Hyatt 
realized  his  true  position. 

His  friendship  with  Dunlap  was  re- 
sponsible for  his  having  been  sent  out  by 
the  managing  editor  of  the  Globe  to  fol- 
low President  Shaw.  The  managing 
editor  had  told  him  it  was  the  chance  of 
his  life.  He  was  to  watch  every  letter, 
every  message  received  by  the  railroad 
operator,  and  the  arrival  of  any  other 
capitalists  on  the  scene  would  be  the  sig- 
nal for  a  sensational  story. 
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No  man  was  attracting:  more  general 
attention  in  the  railroad  world  at  this 
moment  than  Robert  G.  Shaw.  Report- 
ers from  other  papers  would  follow  him, 
bnt  they  would  get  no  further  than  the 
railroad  terminus,  Jackson's  Hole,  while 
a  friendship  founded  and  cemented  in 
college  days  was  the  open  sesame  of 
Percy  Hyatt  and  the  Globe  to  Marymere 
ranch'  I*  might  mean  a  gigantic  scoop 
for  the  Globe,  and  yet— no  thorough- 
going  reporter  should  flinch  before  the 
prospect  of  a  broken  friendship.  Hyatt 
rose  abruptly-  and  sought  consolation  in 
his  pipe. 

The  next  afternoon  President  Shaw's 
party  arrived  by  stage  from  Jackson's 
Hole.  Hyatt  was  at  Dunlap's  side  to  re- 
ceive them. 

His  keen  reportorial  instinct  summed 
up  the  two  men  at  a  single  glance.  ShaW 
was  a  westerner,  country  bred,  of  moder- 
ate height,  with  square  shoulders,  a  clean 
shaven  face  save  for  a  stubby  mustache, 
a  mouth  rather  large  but  firm,  keen,  alert 
eyes  and  a  high  forehead— a  man  who 
would  unconcernedly  wear  a  silk  hat  with 
a  sack  suit,  and  drive  his  guests  about 
Denver  in  a  hired  victoria,  with  an  un- 
llveried  coachman.  Such  was  the  rail- 
road manipulator  who  had  given  eastern 
capitalists  a  severe  shock. 

Ford,  his  secretary,  was  a  dapper  little 
fellow,  well  groomed  and  immaculately 
dressed— a  man  who  would  place  beyond 
his  religious  views  the  custom  of  cold 
bathing  and  ten  minutes'  exercise  with 
the  dum-bells  and  clubs.  He  looked 
forty-five,  but  was  probably  nearer  fifty. 
Keen,  alert,  like  his  employer,  he  ap- 
peared the  ideal  secretary  for  a  man  of 
affairs. 

But  Hyatt,  looking  past  the  men  to  the 
girl  who  was  gracefully  acknowledging 
Dunlap's  rather  heavy  greeting,  forgot 
railroads  and  their  presidents,  newspa- 
pers and  their  assignments.  He  saw  only 
a  slender,  youthful  figure,  clad  in  a  smart 
gray  traveling  gown;  a  small  oval  face, 
with  deep,  wistful  brown  eyes;  hair  al- 
most red  gold,  topped  by  a  coquettish 
mountain  hat.  Trim  and  neat,  self-pos- 
sessed and  gracious,  she  formed  a  strik- 
ing contrast  to  her  slovenly,  brusk  pa- 
rent. 

"The  devil!"  groaned  Dunlap,  when 


he  had  a  moment  alone  with  his  'secre- 
tary.' "If  I'd  known  the  girl  was  com- 
ing I'd  never  let  the  mater  go  to  Chey- 
enne." 

Hyatt's  eyes  were  twinkling. 

"She  doesn't  seem  the  least  embar- 
rassed. I  don't  believe  she's  the  sort  of 
girl  who  needs  a  chaperon." 

"I  guess  you're  right.  She  will  be 
worth  her  millions  some  day,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  having  been  abroad  two  seasons 
and  being  up  in  all  the  fads  of  the  day. 
As  for  us  fellows,  we'll  be  dust  under  her 
feet,  that's  all." 

But  in  spite  of  Dunlap's  uncompli- 
mentary prophecy,  Miss  Anita  Shaw 
seemed  to  take  more  than  passing  notice 
of  the  "dust  under  her  feet."  She  fra- 
ternized cordially  with  every  one  about 
the  ranch,  from  the  superintendent  him- 
self to  Ah  Lung,  who  washed  for  "the 
gang"  and  did  general  chores. 

Dunlap  marveled  at  her  adaptability, 
but,  being  engaged  to  a  sweet  little  girl 
in  Cheyenne,  he  wisely  refrained  from 
extending  even  his  firiger  tips  toward  the 
fire.  After  selecting  the  safest  horse  on 
the  ranch  for  Miss  Shaw  to  ride,  and 
ordering  Ah  Lung  to  keep  her  room  im- 
maculate on  the  penalty  of  death  and 
burial  on  these  heathen  shores,  he  left 
the  task  of  entertainment  to  Hyatt. 

The  newspaper  man  accepted  this 
added  burden  to  his  nominal  duties  as 
"secretary"  with  praiseworthy  compla- 
cency. While  Shaw  and  his  secretary, 
Ford,  went  on  long  tramps  after  big  game 
and  the  wily  mountain  trout,  Hyatt  initi- 
ated Miss  Shaw  into  the  mysteries  of  the 
rough  mountain  life,  the  wild  trails  up 
mountainsides,  the  intracies  of  fly-fish- 
ing, and  the  whole-hearted  existence  of 
the  cowboys. 

Shaw  had  evidently  lost  interest  in  rail- 
road amalgamations.  Hyatt  noted  his 
indifference  to  business  affairs  with  a 
great  and  holy  joy.  The  burden  of  guilt 
rolled  from  his  mind.  He  was  at  peace 
with  the  world. 

There  was  absolutely  nothing  to  wire 
to  the  Globe,  and  little  he  cared  that  the 
managing  editor  was  foaming  over  the 
lack  of  news  from  Marymere. 

Life  gradually  took  on  a  rose-colored 
hue  more  suggestive  of  the  Italy  of  which 
Miss  Anita  Shaw  loved  to  talk  and  dream 
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than  of  the  rough  western  ranch  among 
towering  peaks  and  icy  streams,  where 
these  two  young  people  had  blindly 
walked  into  a  love  story  of  their  own. 
Two  weeks  of  constant  and  unconven- 
tional comradeship  had.  done  their  work, 
and  there  came  a  night  when  Hyatt  and 
Miss  Shaw,  sitting  alone  in  the  angle  of 
Marymere's  broad  porch,  turned  strangely 
silent. 

The  nights  at  Mary  mere  are.  always 
chilly,  and  Anita,  swathed  in  a  rich  fur 
cape,  looked  unusually  delicate  and  girl- 
ish as  the  moonlight  fell  upon  her  mo- 
tionless figure.  Hyatt  had  been  smoking 
steadily  as  he  gazed  at  the  lake.  Sud- 
denly he  tossed  his  cigar,  like  a  tiny 
rocket,  toward  the  lapping  waters,  and 
swung  round  to  face  the  girl. 

Ford,  Shaw,  Dunlap  and  one  of  the  men 
were  playing  poker  in  the  office.  Anita, 
waking  to  a  sense  of  their  utter  isolation, 
made  a  desperate  effort  to  .  break  the 
pregnant  silence. 

"Did  you  hear  about  Mr.  Ford's  tele- 
gram?" 

"No;  anything  important?"  replied 
Hyatt,  wishing  the  untimely  and  un  pro- 
pitious topic  of  conversation  was  at  the 
bottom  of  the  lake. 

"Yes,  rather.  It  means  we  can  start 
for  home  tomorrow."  Hyatt's  throat 
turned  dry.  His  lips  set  more  firmly. 
"Everything  is  settled,"  she  eontinued. 

Hyatt  suddenly  felt  as  if  everything 
had  been  hurled  into  chaos.  The  signifi- 
cance of  her  last  words  was  lost  upon 
him.  He  could  think  of  but  one  thing. 
Tomorrow  "they"  were  going  home. 

When  should  he  see  her  again?  The  dis- 
tance between  Denver  and  Chicago  was 
bad  enough,  but  the  chasm  which  yawned 
between  their  stations,  socially  and  finan- 
cially, was  even  greater. 

What  Dunlap  had  said  about  her  pro- 
spective millions  rang  in  his  ears.  And 
yet  her  father  might  fail,  and  then  

Hyatt  rose  nervously  and  strove  to 
shake  off  the  temptation,  but  the  girl 
raised  her  eyes  to  his,  and  he  threw  dis- 
cretion to  the  winds.  The  words  of  love 
rushed  to  his  lips  and  went  straight  to 
the  heart  of  Anita. 

He  had  meant  to  say  many  things—to 
make  clear  his  utter  unworthiness,  the 
barrier  of  wealth  and  social  standing 


which  stood  between  them— but  the  ten- 
der face  of  the  girl,  so  temptingly  close 
to  his  own,  the  light  in  her  eyes,  the  naive 
yielding  of  her  slender  figure  to  his  .first 
embrace,  drove  all  such  thoughts  from 
his  mind. 

There  remained  but  one  fact.  She  loved 
him.  . 

They  crossed  to  the,  rough  hewn  railing. 
His  arm  was  still  about  her,  his  hand 
held  hers,  and  her  voice  fell  softly  on 
his  ear. 

"I  have  never  cared  for  Denver,  and  I 
almost  believe  I  could  be  happier  here 
with  you  than  in  any  big  city." 

Hyatt  moved  uneasily.  She  was  bring- 
ing him  back  to  stern  realities.  She 
thought  he  belonged  here— was  a  part  of 
this  broad,  primeval  life. 

"But  we  may  have  to  go  to  New  York 
now.   You  see,  everything  is  settled." 

Hyatt  started  at  the  reiteration. 

"The  deal  with  the  D.  &  D.  You  see, 
Mr.  Ford  is  not  really  papa's  secretary. 
He  is  H.  J.  Fordham,  president  of  the  D. 
&F."  Hyatt  gasped.  "Yes,  isn't  it 
funny?  He  traveled  out  here  incog,  so  he 
and  papa  could  discuss  the  consolidation 
in  peace  and  quiet.  It  has  worked  like  a 
charm.  Everything's  straightened  out. 
Oh,  it's  been  a  great  two  weeks  for  dear 
old  daddy." 

A  great  light  entered  Hyatt's  mind.  He 
had  been  blind  for  two  long  weeks,  but 
the  reportorial  instinct  was  alive  within 
him  now. 

The  "scoop"  for  which  he  had  been 
sent  to  Marymere  was  within  his  grasp, 
yet  he  dared  not  close  his  hand  upon  it. 
Something  held  him  back— the  light  of  a 
woman's  eyes,  the  love  of  a  woman's  pure 
soul. 

If  he  failed  to  telegraph  the  great  news 
to  the  Globe,  he  would  break  faith  with 
his  employer.  If  he  did  send  it,  he  would 
betray  the  woman  who  had  just  promised 
to  be  his  wife, 

Restlessly  he  paced  the  porch.  His  face 
no  longer  bore  the  sign  of  love's  triumph, 
but  gleamed  white  and  set  in  the  cold 
moonlight.  The  reporter  and  the  lover 
were  having  in  out  between  them. 

Mentally,  he  figured  on  the  time  neces- 
sary to  reach  Jackson's  Hole,  the  chances 
of  outwitting  the  few  reporters  who  still 
hung  around  the  railroad  terminus.  Then 
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he  turned  and  saw  the  girl's  wondering 
face  as  she  leaned  a  trifle  unsteadily 
against  the  railing.  Once  more  he  drew 
her  to  his  breast. 

"Nita,"  he  Whispered,  unconsciously 
adopting  the  diminutive  her  father  used, 
4*I  cannot  go  to  your  father  until  I've  told 
you  the  truth  about  myself.  I'm  not  a 
secretary,  either,  but  a  cad,  an  impostor. 
I  am  a  reporter  on  the  Chicago  Globe, 
sent  out  here  to  follow  your  father's  every 
move." 

Anita  shivered  slightly  and  would  have 
drawn  away  from  him,  but  he  clasped  her 
closer. .  | 

"No,  I've  never  sent  a  line  to  the 
paper,  and  I  never  will.  There  are  other 
reporters  down  at  the  Hole,  but  every 
last  one  of  them  may  scoop  me,  and 
then  I'll  send  in  my  resignation  to  the 
Globe.  Perhaps  you  don't  understand 
what  that  means  for— us.  I'll  be  voted 
a  wretched  newspaper  man.  I  had 
big  hopes  in  that  direction.  Can  you 
wait  until  I've  made  a  start  at  something 
else?" 

What  Anita  said  was  drowned  in  a 
chuckle  which  sounded  at  Hyatt's  elbow. 
The  two  young  people  started  apart 
guiltily.  Engrossed  in  their  own  happi- 
ness, they  had  not  observed  that  the  poker 
party  had  broken  up.  Mr.  Shaw,  cigar 
in  hand,  stood  watching  them,  the  amused 
look  on  his  face  gradually  changing  to 
something  more  serious,  almost  tender. 

"I  hate  to  spoil  your  heroics,  Hyatt, 
but  there  is  really  no  necessity  for  further 
secrecy.  There  is  no  stock  gambling 
back  of  this  deal,  and  the  only  question 
is,  will  you  take  the  forty  mile  ride  to 
Ringer's  Gulch  and  wire  your  paper  from 
there?  If  you  do,  you  can  scoop  every 
one  of  those  chaps  lounging  'round  Jack- 
son's Hole." 

"Will  I?"  echoed  Hyatt. 

His  voice  quivered  with  excitement. 
He  could  hardly  wait  to  saddle  a  horse. 
Shaw  laid  a  friendly  hand  on  the  young 
man's  arm. 


"Wait  a  moment,  my  lad.  I  think  you 
owe  me  another  explanation  before  you 
leave  us." 

Hyatt  turned  and  took  Anita's  hand  in 
his. 

"I  hope  you  won't  think  us  hasty  or 
foolish,  Mr.  Shaw.  We've  known  each 
other  such  a  short  time,  but  this  secluded 
corner  is  different  from  the  big  outside 
world—" 

"Yes,  the  air  is  more  rare,"  drily  inter- 
rupted Mr.  Shaw.  "It  sometimes  goes  to 
people's  heads." 

"I  know  it  was  a  tremendously  cheeky 
thing  for  me  to  do,  but  I'm  young  yet, 
and  with  such  a  start  as  this  and  Anita's 
love,  I'm  sure  to  rise." 

Shaw's  hand  shook  a  trifle  as  he  flecked 
the  ashes  from  his  cigar. 

"Anita  has  her  father  well  trained,  you 
see,  and  I 'don't  mind  saying,  after  your 
manly  confession  regarding  the  consoli- 
dation, that  I'm  more  than  satisfied  to 
let  my  little  girl  have  her  own  way.  And 
now  that  I've  lost  Ford  as  my  secretary" 
—there  was  a  kindly  twinkle  in  the  rail- 
road operator's  eyes— "I  need  a  new  one. 
If  I  give  you  the  job,  perhaps  we  can 
manage  to  keep  further  information  of 
importance  in  the  family.  At  least,  I'll 
feel  safer  than  with  you  on  the  Globe." 

"One  thing  more,  Mr.  Shaw;  my  friend 
Dunlap  knew  nothing  of  my  mission 
here.  He's  square  and  aboveboard 
always." 

Mr.  Shaw  nodded  his  head  and  lighted 
a  fresh  cigar.  Ten  minutes  later  father 
and  daughter  stood  arm  in  arm,  watch- 
ing Hyatt  riding  away  in  the  moonlight 
towards  Ringer's  Gulch. 

The  president  of  the  new  consolidated 
from  New  York  to  Puget  Sound  seemed 
lost  in  thought.  Suddenly  he  bent  over 
and  kissed  his  daughter. 

' '  Square  and  aboveboard!  That  fits  the 
lad  himself,  only  he  doesn't  seem  to  real- 
ize it.  Nita,  my  girl,  I'm  glad  we  came 
to  Marymere." 


THE  DIFFERENCE. 

Some  people  fear  the  bridges  far  beyond  may  not  be  strong. 
And  even,  as  they  move  ahead,  keep  dragging  woe  along. 
Spme  people  cast  their  glances  back  where  shaky  bridges  sway. 
And  worry  over  troubles  they  have  passed  upon  the  way. 
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Exports  of  manufactures  from  the 
United  States  appear  to  be  slightly  less 
in  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  the  figures  for  the  eleven 
months  ending  with  May  showing  an  ap- 
parent reduction  of  $14,565,030.  This 
statement,  however,  is  misleading,  be- 
cause the  figures  of  the  year  1901  do  not  in- 
clude the  exports  to  Porto  Rico  and  Ha- 
waii, which  were  included  in  former  years, 
and  which  are  largely  manufactures  and 
which  will  aggregate  $25,000,000  for  the  fis- 
cal year.  Were  it  possible  for  the  Bureau 
of  Statistics  to  include  in  its  figures  of  ex- 
ports of  manufactures  those  sent  to  Ha- 
waii and  'Porto  Rico,  the  figures  of  1901 
would  differ  little  from  those  of  1900. 

Indeed,  an  analysis  of  the  general  ex- 
port figures  of  manufactures  for  the  11 
months  now  available  shows  in  most  cases 
an  increase  over  1900,  and  that  the  de- 
crease is  confined  to  a  few  articles,  and 
is  due,  in  some  cases  at  least,  to  a  fall  in 
price  rather  than  a  reduction  in  quantity. 
In  illuminating  oils,  for  instance,  the  ex- 
port figures  for  the  11  months  ending  with 
May,  1901,  show  a  decrease  of  four  and  a 
half  million  dollars  in  value,  but  an  in- 
crease of  nearly  fifty  million  gallons. 
Two  other  great  articles  of  our  exports 
of  manufactures  show  a  reduction  in  1901 
as  compared  with  1900,  viz.,  copper  and 
cotton  manufactures,  and  these  indeed, 
form  .the  chief  reduction  in  the  grand 
totals  for  the  year  1901  as  compared  with 
1900.  In  the  latter,  cotton  manufactures, 
the  reduction  is  due  entirely  to  tempor- 
ary conditions  in  China.  The  reduction 
in  the  exportation  of  cotton  manufactures 
is  entirely  accounted  for  in  this  single 
item  of  cotton  cloths  to  China,  where  the 
reduction  is,  of  course,  but  temporary, 
due  to  the  disturbances  in  that  country 
during  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year. 
The  only  remaining  item  in  the  list  of  ex* 
ported  manufactures  which  shows  a  ma- 
terial reduction  is  copper,  which  shows  a 
fall  of  63,721,840  pounds  in  quantity,  and 
$11,849,518  in  value,  during  the  11  months 
ending  with  May,  1901,  as  compared  with 
the  same  period  of  1900,  though  the  value 
of  copper  exports  in  1901  is  more  than  $6,- 
000,000  in  excess  of  the  corresponding 
months  of  1899. 


In  a  large  share  of  the  important  arti- 
cles of  our  exports  of  mantfactures  the- 
figures  of  1901  show  a  marked  growth 
over  those  of  the  preceding  year,  and  of 
any  preceding  year.  In  steel  rails,  for 
instance,  the  exports  during  11  months  of 
of  1901  are  more  than  $2,000,000  in  .excess 
of  the  same  months  of  last  year;  in  pig- 
iron  there  is  an  increase  of  a  million  dol- 
lars; in  bars  and  rods  of  steel,  an  in- 
crease of  a  million  and  a  half;  in  electri- 
cal machinery,  a  million  and  a  half;  in 
boots  and  shoes,  over  a  million  dollars*: 
in  cotton  seed  oil,  nearly  two  millions;  in 
carriages  and  cars,  two  million;  in  chem- 
icals, more  than  a  million;  in  scientific 
instruments,  a  million  dollars;  while,  as 
already  indicated,  in  some  cases  where 
the  values  have  decreased  there  is  still  an 
increase  in  quantities,  the  apparent  re- 
duction being  due  to  the  fall  in  price,, 
and  not  to  a  reduction  in  the  quantity  ex 
ported. 

American  manufacturers  have,  there- 
fore, no.  occasion  for  anxiety  regarding 
the  slight  apparent  decrease  in  the  ex- 
port figures  of  manufactures  in  1901, 
which  is  due:  1.  To  the  fact  that  ship- 
ments of  goods  to  Porto  Rico  and  Hawaii,. 
Aggregating  more  than  $20,000,000  in  the 
year  just  ended,  are  no  longer  included, 
in  the  list  of  exports,  as  was  formerly 
the  case;  2.  That  the  reduction  of  over 
$6,000,000  in  exports  of  cotton  cloth  and . 
mineral  oils  to  China  may  be  looked  uponi 
as  due  entirely  to  temporary  causes;  3. 
That  in  numerous  instances  the  reduc- 
tion is  due  to  a  fall  in  price,  while  there 
has  been  an  actual  increase  in  quantity;, 
and  4.  That  in  the  principal  item  of  de- 
crease, copper,  the  figures  exceed  those 
of  any  preceding  year,  except  1900,  in 
which  year  the  demand  abroad  for  elec- 
trical works  was  far  beyond  that  of  any- 
preceding  year. 

•  * 
« 

The  growing  belief  that  the  United 
States  will  shortly  be  able  to  produce- 
from  beets  the  $100,000,000  worth  of  sugar 
which  her  people  now  annually  import, 
seems  to  be  shsred  by  British  Consul. 
Wyndham,  who  has  given  the  subject, 
close  attention  and  reported  upon  it  to 
his  government.  The  following  is  an  ex- 
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tract  from  his  report  which  has  just 
reached  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics : 

"The  production  of  beet  sugar  in  the 
United  States  is  rapidly  increasing,  and 
in  the  Chicago  Consular  district  there  are 
four  factories  in  the  state  of  Illinois, 
three  in  Nebraska,  and  three  in  Colorado; 
those  in  Nebraska  and  Colorado  belong 
to  the  American  Beet  Sugar  Company, 
and  are  at  Grand  Junction,  Rocky  Ford, 
and  Sugar  City,  and  when  fully  completed 
will  employ  thousands  of  hands. 

"Statistics  indicate  that  the  United 
States  consumes  more  sugar  than  any 
other  nation,  or  approximately  one- quar- 
ter of  the  whole  of  the  world's  product. 
The  conditions  of  soil,  climate,  and  other 
advantages  are  quite  as  good  in  the 
United  States,  and  especially  in  Colorado, 
Nebraska  and  Illinois  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  beet  as  in  any  of  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe  or  Asia.  The  world's 
production  and  consumption  of  sugar  is 
now  about  8,250,000  tons  per  annum,  two 
thirds  of  which  is  produced  from  beet 
and  only  one  third  from  cane,  whilst  the 
normal  consumption  is  estimated  as  in- 
creasing at  the  rate  of  250,000  tons  yearly. 

"The  success  attending  the  cultivation 
of  sugar  beet  in  this  district  has  proved 
that  it  may  be  made  a  profitable  and  suc- 
cessful investment.  A  large  factory  has 
been  built  at  Rocky  Ford,  Colorado,  which 
cost  /2C0,0OO  to  build  and  equip.  It  is 
proposed  to  have  it  ready  for  the  crop  of 
the  coming  season.  To  supply  it  the 
farmers  in  the  vicinity  have  contracted  to 
grow  8,000  acres  of  beets  a  year  for  five 
years.  From  tests  made,  they  estimate 
their  beets  will  yield  15  to  18  per  cent  of 
sugar.  The  factory,  when  running  at  its 
full  capacity,  will  consume  daily  1,000 
tons  of  beets,  which  it  will  convert  into 
about  100  tons  of  refined  sugar  of  the 
highest  purity.  The  beets  reach  maturity 
with  a  high  percentage,  and  seldom  go 
below  15  per  cent.  Twelve  per  cent  is 
taken  as  the  basis  of  buying  beets  at  the 
factory. 

"The  beets  are  grown  by  the  farmers 
under  contract  with  the  factory,  and  paid 
for  according  to  the  saccharine  contents 
determined  by  chemical  tests  made  of 
samples  taken  from  the  wagons  at  the 
time  of  delivery.  In  addition,  the  factory 


controls  about  5,000  acres  of  land.  Most 
of  the  land  will  be  farmed  by  tenants,  but 
only  a  portion  of  each  farm  is  devoted  to 
beets  each  year.  Growers  sell  their  beets 
based  upon  the  sugar  contents.  The 
tests  somewhat  resemble  the  assaying  of 
ore  from  the  mines.  Selling  upon  this 
basis  encourages  better  farming  and 
raising  of  beets.  It  is  the  only  fair  way, 
both  to  the  raiser  and  the  manufacturer. 

"At  Sugar  City  a  farm  of  12,000  acies 
has  been  cultivated  for  raising  sugar 
beets,  and  a  sugar  factory  has  been  built 
with  a  capacity  of  500  tons  every  24  hours. 
On  the  farm  1,000  men  and  women  have 
been  employed  during  the  summer,  and 
this  season's  crop  will  be  converted  into 
sugar.  The  establishment  of  the  sugar 
factory  at  this  point  built  the  town,  which 
a  few  years  ago  consisted  of  a  hut  or  two 
and  thousands  of  prairie  dogs.  Next 
year  fully  4,000  acres  of  beets  will  be  in 
cultivation.  The  output  will  be  increased 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  every  day  the 
demand  for  workmen  is  increasing. 

"A  general  estimate  of  the  cost  of  con- 
struction, cost  of  operation,  and  general 
results  to  be  counted  upon,  of  beet  sugar 
factories  in  this  district  as  taken  from 
the  Rocky  Ford  plant  places  the  general 
average  of  sugar  in  the  beets  at  12  per 
cent.  So  far  as  the  Arkansas  Valley  in 
Colorado  is  concerned,  this  percentage  is 
being  largely  exceeded ;  the  minimum 
percentage  of  sugar  being  about  14  per 
cent,  while  the  maximum  has  reached  23 
per  cent,  with  a  coefficient  of  purity 
ranging  from  80  to  95  per  cent.  In  stating 
these  results  reference  is  especially  made 
to  the  factory  at  Rocky  Ford,  built  and 
worked  by  the  American  Beet  Sugar  Com- 
pany, a  New  York  corporation,  which 
works  two  factories  in  California  and  three 
in  Nebraska,  the  one  at  Rocky  Ford  being 
their  fifth.  The  experts  in  charge  of  this 
last  factory  all  express  surprise  at  the 
results  of  this  first  campaign,  and  they 
have  become  thoroughly  convinced  that 
this  valley  (Arkansas  Valley,  Colorado) 
is  the  ideal  sugar- producer,  thanks  to  its 
equitable  climate,  ample  supply  of  water 
for  irrigation,  cheap  fuel  and  limestone, 
and  an  unlimited  extent  of  available  land 
for  beet  culture.  It  is  expected  that  the 
same  company  will  erect  one  or  more  fac- 
tories in  addition  to  the  one  at  Rocky 
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Ford,  one  to  be  built  further  east  and  the 
other  west  of  Rocky  Ford. 

"As  an  example  of  the  quality  of  the 
sugar  beets  produced  upon  this  land, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  so  far  six 


car-loads  of  beets  from  one  field  have 
been  tested  with  results  as  follows: 
One  car-load,  16.3  per  cent;  three  car- 
loads, 18.8  per  cent,  and  two  car-loads, 
20.4  percent." 


Mr.  A.  W.  Trenholm,  General  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis &  Omaha  Railway,  is  certainly  a 
self-made  man.  He  was  born  at  Dorches- 
ter, New  Brunswick,  Canada,  on  October 
20,  1858.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
until  he  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age. 
when  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway  as 
water  boy  in  t he- 
construction  de- 
partment. 
He  continued  in  the 
service  of  this  de- 
partment in  the  dif- 
ferent capacities  of 
water- boy,  laborer, 
time-keeper  and 
trainman  until  the 
line  was  completed. 
During  this  period 
he  studied  telegra- 
phy and  in  1875  ac- 
cepted a  position 
with  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  as 
night  agent  and 
operator,  in  which 

capacity  he  served  for  about  one  year. 

He  re-entered  the  service  of  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway  as  relief  agent  in  the 
latter  part  of  1876,  remaining  with  that 
company  in  the  different  capacities  of 
agent,  telegraph  instructor,  clerk  in 
auditing  department,  etc.,  until  1880. 

He  then  entered  the  service  of  the  Chi- 


A.  W.  TRENHOLM 


cago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha 
Railway  as  traveling  auditor.  In  1881  he 
was  promoted  to  chief  rate  clerk  in  the 
auditing  department.  In  1882  was  made 
agent  at  St.  Paul  in  charge  of  terminals,  in 
which  position  he  remained  eleven  years. 

In  1893  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  posi- 
tion of  superintend- 
ent of  the  Northern 
Division;  was 
tran  s  f erred  from 
that  division  to  the 
Nebraska  Division 
in  1899  and  was  pro- 
moted to  his  pres- 
ent position  of  Gen- 
eral  Superintend- 
ent in  Feb'y,  1900. 

No  railroad  offic- 
ial enjoys  to  a 
greater  degree  o  r 
extent  the  thor- 
ough confidence 
and  cordial  good 
will  of  his  employes 
than  does  Mr.Tren- 
holm.  He  has 
earned  their  con- 
fidence and  good 
will  by  his  considerate,  fair  and  liberal 
manner  of  dealing  with  them  and  in  ad- 
ministering and  maintaining  discipline. 
It  should,  and  certainly  would,  be  a 
source  of  pride  to  any  official  to  be 
spoken  of  so  highly  as  Mr.  Trenholm  is 
invariably  spoken  of  by  his  employes. 
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HOLIDAY  GREETINGS. 


With  the  last  month  of  the  year  comes 
that  glad  season  when  the  people  gener- 
ally lay  aside  all  care,  and  strive,  so  far 
as  possible,  to  observe  the  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Him  who  was  born  in  Naza- 
reth. "Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  man'  * 
will  arise  in  harmonious  strains  in  hun- 
dreds of  organ  lofts  throughout  the 
world,  blending  together  in  one  song  of 
praise. 

We  have  already  recited  the  story  of 
Him  who  was  born  in  the  manger  and 
the  circumstances  surrounding  that  birth 
as  given  by  the  historian.  We  have  also 
given  the  history  of  the  origin  of  the  ob- 
servance of  Christ's  birth  and  the  several 
methods  employed  in  foreign  countries  to 
show  due  homage  to  that  notable  event. 
Nothing  new  with  regard  to  history  has 
been  left  unsaid  that  would  tend  to  en- 
lighten our  readers  at  this  time;  still, 
without  any  of  these  features,  without 
proclamation  of  any  kind,  we  look  for- 
ward eagerly  to  yuletide. 

Perhaps  among  all  nations  the  Germans 
inculcate  a  deeper  veneration  for  the  ob- 
servance of  Christmas  than  any  other 
people.  Not  that  they  are  more  devout 
in  their  worship  of  the  Savior  than  any 
others,  but  because  of  the  simplicity  of 
their  lives  founded  upon  a  faith  that  is 
simply  sublime.  We  have  in  mind  a  tra- 
dition common  among  Germans  that  is 
widely  taught,  even  to  this  day,  In  old 
dfj German  families  it  is  customary  to  draw 


together  about  the  hearthside  and  in  the 
flickering  light  of  the  yule  log  tell  stories 
of  the  happy  events  that  have  come  with- 
in the  recollection  of  the  older  members 
of  the  family.  The  story  of  the  birth  of 
Christ,  his  work  on  earth  and  final  cruci- 
fixion are  all  described  impressively. 
Then  follows  the  story  that  has  become  a 
common  tradition  amongst  all  Germans. 
It  is,  that  on  midnight  as  Christmas 
breaks,  that  all  animals  of  the  same  kind 
commune  together  in  a  spirit  of  under- 
standing in  commemoration  of  that  hal- 
lowed event  when  our  Savior  was  born. 
This  tradition  is  supposed  to  have  its  ori- 
gin in  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
Savior's  birth  in  the  stable  among  the 
kine,  and  is  taught  so  earnestly  that 
many  persons  adhere  to  this  belief  to  the 
present  day. 

Christmas*  is  celebrated  by  this  people 
in  a  way  that  leaves  no  doubt  in  the  minds 
of  any  who  have  observed  their  simple 
customs,  of  their  true  enjoyment.  Onoe 
a  year  fraulein  gets  out  her  assortment  of 
cake  cutters.  No  German  home  is  com- 
plete without  these.  A  large  bowl  in 
which  has  been  prepared  a  rich  dough 
stands  close  at  hand.  With  bared  arms 
she  kneads  it  to  the  desired  stiffness  aft- 
er which  she  places  a  quantity  under  the 
rolling  pin  and  spreads  it  out  in  a  huge 
sheet.  Then,  picking  up  one  of  the  cut- 
ters, she  wields  it  carefully,  cutting  out, 
perhaps,  a  bird;  another  cutter  produces 

Digitized  by  Google 


916 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


an  elephant,  another  a  horse,  and  so  on 
nntil  nearly  every  animal  in  the  category 
of  domestic  animals  had  been  reproduced. 
They  are  then  laid  on  pans  and  baked. 
Daring  this  interesting  process  the  chil- 
dren are  in  bed  and  know  nothing  of  the 
wonderful  things  that  will  greet  their 
vision  when  they  awake  in  the  morning. 
Of  course  more  substantial  gifts,  such  as 
home  made  stockings  and  mittens  are 
made,  but  these  constitute  the  entirety  of 
the  gifts  made. 

We  have  seen  their  happy  faces  and 
have  wondered  if  they  were  not  even 
more  happy  than  the  boy  or  girl  today 
who  receives  a  bicycle  or  a  piano  or  is 


laden  with  an  endless  variety  of  things 
that  our  markets  afford.  In  this  connec- 
tion we  may  associate  ourselves  with  the 
disposition  that  children  manifest  under 
certain  conditions.  Environment  has 
much  to  do  with  establishing  our  happi- 
ness. The  past  year  has  been  one  of  gen- 
erally fruitful  results  to  members  of  the 
Order,  and  we  believe  we  are  safe  in  say- 
ing that  the  present  Christmas  breaks 
upon  a  more  prosperous  and  happy  com- 
munity than  we  have  ever  known  in  the 
the  history  of  the  Order.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  future  contains  many  more  just 
as  bright.  A  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year  to  all. 


WH*T  OUR  PATRONAGE  A\BAW5. 


The  manifest  interest  on  the  part  of  our 
members  in  The  Conductor  is  rapidly 
growing  and  may  be  considered  signifi- 
cant of  two  things,  namely,  a  desire  to 
show  their  loyalty  to  an  institution  whose 
flag  is  the  official  magazine  that  expresses 
the  sentiments  of  that  institution ;  and  a 
general  interest  in  its  teachings  and  the 
matter  found  therein  because  it  is  of  that 
character  that  appeals  to  the  men  who 
read  it,  as  just  what  they  want. 

Appreciating  this  support  we  will  offer 
our  readers  with  the  coming  year  the  re- 
sults of  onr  best  efforts  and  try  to  pro- 
duce matter  along  lines  that  will  at  all 
times  meet  the  approval  and  win  the  ap- 
plause of  a  majority  of  our  members.  In 
this  same  connection  we  will  say  that 
beginning  with  the  new  year  we  will  give 
The  Conductor  a  new  dress  of  type  and 
introduce  new  and  catchy  heads  for  the 
several  departments.  The  cover  also  will 
be  after  a  design  gotten  up  to  produce  a 
tasty  effect,  and,  taken  as  a  whole,  we 
expect  a  considerable  improvement 
throughout. 

The  increase  in  membership  during  the 
past  year  has  added  very  materially  to 
our  influence  as  an  advertising  medium, 
but  in  this  connection  we  must  say  that 
before  the  highest  and  best  results  can 
be  obtained  there  must  some  warrant 
come  to  those  who  patronize  our  columns 
in  the  shape  of  returns  for  the  space  they 
buy.  Onr  advertising  manager  advises 


that  be  will  make  every  effort  to  secure 
only  those  whom  he  knows  to  be  reliable 
firms  as  our  patrons  and  thereby  secure 
our  members  against  fake  concerns  that 
aim  only  to  secure  the  money  of  our 
members  without  a  corresponding  value 
in  the  goods  they  advertise.  With  this 
assurance  given  us  it  is  a  matter  for  our 
members  to  decide  whether  they  will 
make  the  columns  of  The  Conductor  a 
paying  advertising  medium  for  our  clients 
or  not.  In  the  future  it  maybe  depended 
upon  that  every  advertisement  is  worthy 
of  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  our 
members,  and  inasmuch  as  each  mem- 
ber is  practically  a  shareholder  in  The 
Conductor  it  would  only  reflect  good 
business  judgment  if  we  patronized  those 
firms  who  patronize  us  and  thereby  war- 
rant further  trade  and  at  the  same  time 
make  a  reputation  for  The  Conductor 
as  an  advertising  medium. 

The  contract  season  is  now  opening 
and  we  trust  our  members  will  take  in- 
terest in  writing  to  advertisers  about 
their  goods.  Such  letters  are  encour- 
agements and  have  a  tendency  to  make 
those  who  advertise  with  us  feel  that 
their  advertisements  are  being  read,  at 
any  rate.  In  order  to  secure  the  full 
benefits  accruing  from  those  who  write 
to  advertisers  they  should  in  every  in- 
stance say  that  they  saw  the  ad  in  The 
Railway  Conductor. 

The  amount  received  at  present  for  ad- 
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vertising  is  comparatively  insignificant 
to  what  it  should  be  with  the  member- 
ship we  have  and  the  circulation  The 
Conductor  enjoys.  With  but  an  ordi- 
nary patronage  from  our  members  alone 
the  demand  for  space  should  be  far  above 
the  pre-sent  rate.  That  demand  can  be 
made  a  fact  if  those  who  have  The  Con- 
ductor's welfare  and  advancement  at 
heart  will  only  make  effort  to  do  so. 

Those  who  have  taken  the  time  to  read 
the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  at  the  last  Grand  Division  will 
remember  that  The  Conductor  showed 
a  deficit  of  $13,861.93  in  1899.   That  same 


report  showed  that  during  the  year  our 
advertising  amounted  to  $1,527.13  and 
subscriptions,  $205.93.  With  the  improve- 
ment we  will  bring  about  for  the  coming 
year  we  feel  that  our  members  ought  to 
show  a  corresponding  interest  and  try  to 
establish  for  The  Conductor  a  high 
place  as  an  advertising  medium.  If  they 
will  do  this  the  deficit  that  appeared  in 
1899  will  materially  diminish  and  with*  a 
corresponding  effort  on  their  part  to  se- 
cure new  subscribers  the  debit  balance 
could  be  entirely  eliminated  and  we  could 
say  with  pride  that  The  Railway  Con- 
ductor is  self-sustaining. 


A  BIRD  Iff  THE  HAND  IS  WORTH  TWO  Iff  THE  BUSH. 


The  re-enactment  of  the  Geary  law  is 
the  all-absorbing  topic  today,  and  well  it 
deserves  the  attention  of  the  American 
people.  That  law  as  passed  on  May  6, 
1882,  read: 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  the  coming  of 
Chinese  laborers  to  this  country  endan- 
gers the  good  order  of  certain  localities 
within  the  territory  thereof;  therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled;  That 
from  and  after  the  expiration  of  ninety 
days  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  until  the  expiration  of  ten  years  next 
after  the.passage  of  this  act,  the  coming 
of  Chinese  laborers  to  the  United  States 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended; 
and  during  such  suspension  it  snail  not 
not  be  lawful  for  any  Chinese  laborers  to 
come,  or,  having  so  come  after  the  expir- 
ation of  said  ninety  days, to  remain  with- 
in the  United  States. 

During  the  life  of  this  act  ample  oppor- 
tunity was  had  to  demonstrate  its  worthi- 
ness as  a  law  in  so  far  as  its  protection 
to  American  workjngmen  went.  That 
matter  so  fully  justified  further  action 
that  Congress  on  May  5,  1892,  passed  the 
following  law,  whose  provisions  are  prac- 
tically in  line  with  the  former  law: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
all  laws  now  in  force  prohibiting  and  reg- 
ulating the  coming  into  this  country  of 
Chinese  persons  and  persons  of  Chinese 
descent  are  hereby  continued  in  force  for 
a  period  of  ten  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act. 


This  act  expires  with  May  5,  1902.  The 
effect  that  an  influx  of  Chinese  laborers 
would  have  upon  the  labor  market  of  our 
country  is  too  well  known  to  necessitate 
our  going  into  specific  reasons  at  this 
time.  Just  why  there  should  be  any 
question  whatever  for  entertaining  an  op- 
posite view  to  debarring  them  from  our 
shores  when  the  peace  and  welfare  of  our 
own  people  are  at  stake,  is  a  matter  for 
those  to  decide  who  make  a  personal 
study  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  in 
having  them  here.  That  advantage  is  in  no 
wise  shared  by  the  workingman  who  rep- 
resents more  than  ninety  per  cent  of  the 
population,  but  is  clearly  in  favor  of  the 
few  who  expect  to  realize  the  small  profit 
out  of  employing  cheap  labor.  We  may 
briefly  class  the  opponents  of  the  Geary 
law  in  two  classes,  namely:  those  who 
would  profit  by  hiring  Chinese  labor,  and 
those  who  have  chronic  expansion  ideas 
on  the  brain  so  badly  that  they  are  blind 
to  all  else  save  the  few  measly  taels  that 
come  to  us  as  the  price  of  our  peace,  hap- 
piness and  prosperity. 

T.  D.  Nicholas,  President  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  says  in  the  Philadelphia 
North  American: 

At  the  present  time,  averaging  the  year 
around,  the  introduction  of  more  labor- 
ers of  any  race  would  be  a  detriment  to 
the  workers  who  constitute  the  great  mass 
of  the  citizens  of  this  republic.  The  re- 
public is  for  the  people  and  its  laws  should 
protect  them.  It  should  protect  the  many 
instead  of  the  few.    The  admission  of 
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Chinese  into  our  country  would,  I  believe, 
cause  fights  far  more  serious  than  those 
which  occurred  in  California  against  them 
and,  perhaps  a  rebellion  against  the  gov- 
ernment. I  believe  that  all  labor  organ- 
izations should  take  the  matter  up  and 
petition  the  President  and  Congress  to 
re-enact  the  exclusion  law. 

While  we  cannot  foresee  what  effect  full 
and  free  toleration  of  Chinese  would  have 
upon  our  government,  we  are  loth  to  be- 
lieve that  a  condition  would  be  allowed 
to  develop  that  would  threaten  it  through 
revolution.  No  one,  however,  need 
stretch  his  imagination  to  foresee  the  suf- 
fering that  must  follow  their  admission 
here.  When  American  labor  must  sell  in 
competition  to  coolie  labor  then  the  man- 
ner of  living  and  surroundings  must  con- 
form largely  to  the  coolie  as  well. 

We  would  ask  our  economists  what  ef- 
fect this  would  have  upon  the  people  gen- 
erally who  work  for  a  living? 

Wu  Ting  Fang,  Chinese  Minister  to  the 
United  States,  says  in  the  Chicago  Amer- 
ican: 

I  find  a  deaf  ear  turned  to  my  plea  for 
recognition  of  the  respectable  Chinese.  It 
looks  as  though  you  have  what  you  in 
America  call  a  "packed  jury"  in  this  case, 
and  that  you  have  decided  the  question 
before  hearing  the  argument. 

This  learned  gentleman  then  goes  on 
to  give  his  arguments  for  the  open  door 
for  his  people,  and  says: 

If  the  Geary  law  will  be  permitted  to 
lapse,  I  do  not  believe  there  would  be  a 
great  influx  of  Chinese.  I  believe  you 
Americans  are  prone  to  overestimate  the 
number  of  Chinese  who  would  come  to 
America.  What  would  you  say  to  this 
suggestion?  Suppose  you  permit  the 
Geary  law  to  expire  without  taking  any 
steps  toward  its  renewal;  let  the  bars 
down  for  a  short  time,  and  then,  if  you 
found  that  too  many  Chinese  were  com- 
ing in,  put  them  up  again?  This  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  fair  proposition,  and  I  am 
convinced  you  would  find  that  there 
would  be  no  great  rush  of  Mongolians  to 
American  soil.  For  a  short  time,  say  a 
few  months  after  the  expiration  of  the 
law,  should  it  be  permitted  to  lapse,  there 
might  probably  5,000  Chinese. come  here 
every  year,  but  the  number  would  grad- 
ually decrease.  For  every  Chinaman  that 
came  there  would  be,  at  least,  one  go 
away,  and  this  travel  would  make  busi- 
ness for  your  steamship  lines,  your  rail- 
roads and  your  people  generally. 

We  are  not  certain  that  Wu  is  getting 
the  "deaf  ear"  from  all  Americans,  if  ac- 
counts published  by  the  Philadelphia 


North  American  are  to  be  relied  upon, 
and  we  will  say  parenthetically  that  the 
North  American  does  business  upon  a 
fact  basis.  Some  of  our  railroads,  that 
paper  claims,  are  lending  all  the  encour-  „ 
agement  possible  to  secure  the  defeat  of 
the  Geary  law,  and  it  appeals  to  us  very 
logically  that  they  should,  for  with  a  full 
force  of  coolies  to  take  the  places  of 
Americans,  it  will  be  readily  seen  that 
the  saving  in  wages  would  be  quite  an 
object.  We  must  not  close  our  eyes  and 
be  lulled  into  a  feeling  of  security  that 
the  Geary  law  will  be  re  enacted  without 
opposition,  basing  our  conclusions  upon 
what  Wu  tells  us.  He  also  says  that  we 
should  let  the  bars  down  and  try  for  a 
time  the  open  door  plan.  He  says  we 
have  decided  upon  the  case  before  we 
have  heard  the  arguments.  Our  experi- 
ence with  Chinese  in  this  country  does 
not  bear  him  out  in  his  statement.  We 
have  all  the  arguments  we  wish  in  the 
characters  that  have  been  and  that  are 
now  in  this  country,  and  upon  these  very 
arguments  we  are  now  basing  our  decis- 
ion. The  leopard  cannot  change  his  spots, 
neither  has  Chinese  character  undergone 
any  change  during  the  time  of  exclusion. 
Wu  further  says  that  5,000  Chinese  com- 
ing and  going  each  year  would  make  bus- 
iness for  us.  Yes,  probably  that  is  a 
fact,  but  we  doubt  very  much  if  our  rail- 
roads would  make  any  special  effort  to 
secure  the  defeat  of  the  Geary  law  *if  the 
revenue  from  this  source  was  all  they  ex- 
pected to  get  out  of  it.  The  amount  of 
business  that  they  would  make  for  us  is 
best  understood  by  the  letter  of  the  Sen- 
ator of  California,  in  which  he  states 
that  $800,000  in  gold  has  been  taken  away 
out  of  this  country  by  Chinese,  of  which 
we  will  never  see  a  dollar  again.  That  is 
the  business  they  come  here  for.  Wu  for- 
gets to  mention  this,  but  tries  to  hypno- 
tize us  with  the  pretty  sum  he  holds  be- 
fore our  eyes  in  shape  of  the  money  spent 
with  our  steamship  lines  and  railroads, 
and,  incidentally,  the  amount  spent  with 
the  people  generally  in  living  expenses. 

It  may  be  argued  that  having  earned 
the  money  the  Chinaman  has  the  right  to 
do  with  it  as  he  pleases,  and  if  he  choses 
to  emigrate  to  China  and  live  out  his  days 
in  luxury,  it  is  not  our  business.  From 
one  point  of  view  that  may  seem  reason- 
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able  and  right,  but  let  us  look  below  the 
surface  and  measure  the  cost  to  competi- 
tors, to  say  nothing  about  the  effect  of 
such  a  drain  upon  our  resources.  Will 
any  person  say  that  they  have  contribu- 
ted to  our  advancement  in  any  sense? 
That  they  have  been  the  means  of  better- 
ing our  social  conditions?  That  they  have 
taught  us  morality,  or  have  left  behind 
them  evidences  of  any  virtues  that  would 
tend  to  elevate  the  character  of  Ameri- 
cans? A  visit  to  the  Chinese  districts  of 
any  city  will  give  any  person  a  fair  idea 
of  Chinese  character.  As  a  general  prop- 
osition they  are  addicted  to  the  vilest  of 
vices,  which  they  disseminate  among  our 
own  people.  Thousands  of  young  men 
and  young  women  have  been  dragged  to 
disgrace  or  fill  premature  graves  today 
on  account  of  the  vices  they  have  taught. 
And  still  there  are  those  who  for  the  sake 
of  commercial  advantage  or  cheap  labor 
are  willing  to  let  this  state  of  affairs 
go  on. 

Amos  J.  Cummings,  in  the  Philadelphia 
North  American,  says: 

A  failure  to  re-enact  (the  Geary  law) 
would  be  a  blow  at  every  hearthstone  and 
would  poison  the  smoke  ascending  from 
the  chimney  of  every  manufactory  In  the 
country.  It  would  be  the  greatest  lever 
that  could  be  put  in  the  hands 
of  the  trusts  and  monopolies  rul- 
ing the  nation.  It  would  intensify  the 
spirit  of  greed  and  inflame  the  rancor  of 
tyranny.  Millions  are  now  starving  in 
China.  If  the  law  should  lapse  a  thousand 
Koopmanscbaps  would  spring  up  and  the 
states  would  be  flooded  with  the  yellow 
pests.  The  Philippines  would  be  swamped 
and  Porto  Rico  and  Hawaii  practically 
blotted  out.  No  wonder  that  organized 
labor  is  on  the  qui  vive!  Such  an  irrup- 
tion would  strangle  it.  You  might  as 
well  expect  a  man  to  live  in  the  fumes  of 
burning  charcoal  as  to  imagine  that  a 
workingman's  association  -could  exist 
with  unrestrained  Chinese  immigration. 
It  is  no  time  for  idealism  or  Confucian 
philosophy.  What  the  people  want  is  ac- 
tion— action  prompt  and  decisive  and  be- 
fore any  preliminary  ground- swell  of  dis- 
aster appears.  It  will  not  do  to  modify 
the  law.  If  it  is  wrong  to  re-enact  it,  it 
is  wrong  to  modify  it.  The  safety  of  the 
nation  requires  that  the  Chinaman  should 
be  absolutely  debarred.  He  has  kept 
others  out  of  his  own  domains  for  forty 
centuries.  Let  him  have  a  strong  dose  of 
his  own  medicine  and  the  world  may  well 
rest  content. 

As  a  general  proposition  one  can  see 


pretty  clearly  on  which  side  of  the  fence 
Mr.  Cummings  stands.  His  knowledge 
of  economic  questions  and  his  wide  ex- 
perience in  governmental  affairs  makes 
his  conclusions  a  pretty  safe  rule  to  fol- 
low. 

Senator  Cullom  does  not  wish  to  be 
quoted,  but  says  that  he  wants  to  see  the 
Geary  law  passed  in  the  right  way  and 
not  in  the  wrong  way,  and  is  inclined  to 
look  upon  the  present  law  as  being  un- 
just, considering  the  attitude  of  this 
country  in  claiming  many  privileges  for 
American  missionaries  in  China,  and  at 
the  same  time  declining  to  allow  China- 
men the  hospitalities  of  the  shores  of  the 
United  States. 

Senator  Burton,  of  Kansas,  also  says  to 
the  North  American: 

I  am  in  favor  of  unrestricted  immigra- 
tion, and  I  shall  not  make  any  distinction 
between  the  Chinese  and  other  nationali- 
ties; I  cannot  say  that  I  am  entirely  in 
favor  of  shutting  them  out.  The  stand  I 
take  is  this:  A  man  is  entitled  to,  and 
should  be  allowed  to,  enter  this  country, 
whatever  his  nationality,  so  long  as  he 
comes  and  because  he  tikes  our  form  of 
government.  He  must  show  a  desire  to 
become  a  citizen,  and  he  must  come  here 
with  the  intention  of  making  the  United 
States  his  home.  He  must  also  be  a  de- 
sirable man.  If  he  can  come  here  under 
these  conditions  he  should  be  welcome. 
If  the  Chinaman  comes  here  to  make 
money  in  his  s  mall  way  and  to  return  to 
his  native  land  when  he  has  accomplished 
his  purpose  he  is  not  the  kind  of  citizen 
we  want. 

Mr.  Burton  touches  the  key  note  when 
he  says,  if  he  comes  because  he  likes  our 
form  of  government  and  desires  to  be  a 
citizen  and  make  this  his  home;  that  he 
must  also  be  a  desirable  man.  We  con- 
cur most  heartily  in  Mr.  Burton's  propo- 
sition, but  will  he  find  any  who  are  willing 
to  forsake  the  celestial  domains  and  come 
here  with  the  avowed  intention  of  becom- 
ing an  American  citizen  among  that  class 
who  really  dare  go  back  to  their  native 
land? 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  is  to 
be  greatly  commended  for  the  stand  it 
has  taken.  That  paper  publishes  in  every 
issue  a  blank  petition,  which  it  asks  its 
readers  to  fill  out,  addressed  to  the  con- 
gressman of  his  district  and  then  send 
the  same  to  that  paper  to  be  presented  at 
the  opening  of  the  session. 

The" form  follows: 
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'Hon. 


trict,  State  of 


Representative 


DIs- 


Dear  Sir— As  a  citi- 


zen of  your  district  I  respectfully  urge 
you  to  support  any  bill  which  may  be  in- 
troduced at  the  next  session  of  Congress 
for  the  re-enaccing  of  the  Chinese  Exclu- 
sion Law.  This  expires  by  limitation 
May  5,  1902.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  great  carrying  transportations 
are  preparing  to  land  on  American  shores 
and  distribute  through  the  United  States, 
thousands  of  coolies,  who,  by  reason  of 
their  willingness  to  work  for  almost 
nothing,  would  presently  displace  and 
force  to  even  greater  privations  than  they 
now  suffer,  miners,  workers  on  railroad 
construction  and  other  laborers.  Kindly 
give  this  request  your  serious  considera- 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
thousands  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
above  form  to  bring  their  desires  to  the 
attention  of  congressmen.  With  a  gen- 
eral interest  of  this  character,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  outcome  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law.  We  stand  badly  in  need 
of  an  immigration  law,  and  in  our  former 
editorials  we  have  suggested  amend- 
ments in  line  with  Senator  Burton's 
views,  opening  our  doors  to  all  nationali- 
ties alike,  but  under  more  drastic  restric- 
tions than  the  Senator  proposes.  At  this 
time,  however,  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
attempt  the  introduction  of  an  amend- 
ment that  would  affect  the  people  of  every 
nation,  for  in  event  of  failure  in  passage 
it  would  carry  with  it  the  Chinese  ques- 
tion as  well  and  the  most  imminent  dan- 
ger that  we  are  anxious  to  fortify  against 
would  fall  upon  our  heads.  We  have  not 
considered  that  the  Geary  law  is  strictly 
in  accordance  with  the  interpretation  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but 
when  dangers  threaten  the  welfare  of  its 


people  we  do  not  think  that  any  legal 
formula  should  be  adhered  to  that  means 
to  us  a  calamity  worse  than  a  pestilence. 

We  believe,  however,  that  our  readers 
will  agree  that  a  law  requiring  a  csrtain 
grade  of  intelligence  as  a  prerequisite  to 
admission  or  citizenship  in  the  United 
States  is  just  as  fair  and  far  more  of  a 
protection  to  the  interests  of  the  country 
in  general  than  the  law  which  requires  a 
man  to  have  a  stipulated  sum  in  his  pocket 
to  identify  him  from  a  pauper.  There  is 
no  assurance  whatever  that  this  sum  that 
the  law  requires  immigrants  to  have  will 
be  theirs  twenty-four  hours  after  they 
land  in  New  York,  but,  make  a  certain 
grade  of  intelligence,  together  with  such 
laws  as  are  now  in  force,  a  qualification 
to  admission  and  the  immigrant  cannot 
be  dumped  upon  our  people  like  a 
pauper. 

There  are  other  nationalities  now  arriv- 
ing on  our  shores  that  will  soon  call  for 
some  action  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
regulate.  No  nation  can  long  stand  the 
influx  of  any  people  who  are  ignorant  of 
our  customs,  laws  and  the  conditions 
that  obtain  for  the  wage  earner.  There 
must  soon  be  adopted  some  protection  for 
the  mass  who  comprise  a  big  majority  of 
the  population.  We  have  already  too 
many  of  the  Czotgosz  kind,  "men  in 
whose  being  runs  the  sewage  of  barbaric 
races,"  as  Ironquill  remarks;  however, 
unless  Congress  is  likely  to  pass  such  a 
law  at  this  session  it  would  be  better  to 
continue  the  Chinese  Exclusion  Law  until 
a  very  greatly  improved  law  affecting  all 
nations  can  be  passed,  even  if  it  violates 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 


JUSTICE 

In  our  editorial  of  last  month  under  the 
caption  "Mexican  Conditions  a  Poser," 
we  disclaimed  any  knowledge  of  personal 
investigation  on  the  part  of  our  consul  in 
cases  where  Americans  have  been  thrown 
into  Mexican  jails  and  kept  there  without 
a  hearing  for  various  lengths  of  time.  A 
case  has  come  to  our  attention  through 
the  columns  of  Railway  and  Locomotive 
Engineering  that  we  reproduce  herewith 


FOR  ALL.. 

to  show  what  influence  Ambassador  Clay- 
ton is  wielding  in  the  defense  of  Ameri- 
can subjects: 

"A  dispatch  from  Porfiro  Diaz  says, 
William  H.  Mealey,  the  prominent  Ameri- 
can mining  man,  who  was  arrested  and 
thrown  into  jail  at  Monterey,  Mexico,  a 
few  days  ago,  was  brought  here  last  night 
and  placed  io  a  foul  cell  in  the  city  prison. 
Hi*  cell  has  a  mud  floor  and  is  reeking 
in  filth.  The  United  States  Consul  here 
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called  to  see  the  prisoner,  but  admittance 
to  the  jail  was  refused.  And  though  the 
offense  charged  against  Mr.  Mealey  is 
bailable  under  Mexican  laws,  all  offers  of 
bail  have  been  denied.  The  State  De- 
partment directed  Ambassador  Clayton 
to  investigate  the  Mealey  case.  Of  course 
he  would  not  do  anything  of  the  kind 
from  his  own  volition,  ana  his  investiga- 
tions seem  to  be  carried  on  in  his  usual 
half-hearted  way,  with  prejudice  in  favor 
of  the  Mexican  authorities.  He  reported 
that  he  could  not  find  out  the  cause  for 
Mealey's  incarceration." 

Commenting  upon  the  above  Railway 
and  Locomotive  Engineering,  says : 

If  there  was  an  Ambassador  from  the 
United  States  in  Mexico  worthy  of  his 
salt  he  would  have  seen  very  promptly 
that  Mr.  Mealey  was.  admitted  to  bail 
without  delay.  If  this  charge  had  been 
brought  against  an  English  citizen  the 
Mexican  authorities  would  have  been 
afraid  to  imprison  him  without  proper 
trial. 

We  are  almost  tempted  to  make  use  of 
language  expressing  our  disgust  at  so 
unreasonable  an  excuse  as  Ambassador 
Clayton  gives.  If  other  nations  like 
England  can  secure  hearings  for  their 
subjects,  why  should  we  not  receive  like 
recognition  ?  We  ask  no  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  Mexican  authorities  that 
that  government  does  not  show  to  the 
subjects  of  other  nations,  or,  to  be  defi- 
nite, that  they  show  to  English  subjects. 
And,  to  express  our  candid  opinion,  we 
believe  that  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
could  not  secure  the  same  recognition  if 
our  Ambassador   performed   his  duty 


faithfully.  We  are  loth  to  believe  the 
stories  in  circulation  about  the  personal 
investment  schemes  that  our  Ambassador 
is  said  to  be  connected  with  in  Mexico 
which  conflict  with  his  executive  powers, 
but  we  candidly  confess  that  there  seems 
to  be  some  influence  that  is  handicapping 
that  official  while  Great  Britain  seems 
free  to  act.  With  all  the  complaints  that 
are  piling  up  against  Ambassador  Clay- 
ton it  seems  to  be  but  a  matter  of  time 
how  soon  his  conduct  will  be  brought  to 
the  attention  of  President  Roosevelt,  and 
if  President  Roosevelt's  characteristic 
promptness  in  eliminating  worthless  ma- 
terial governs  in  this  case,  we  may  either 
expect  to  find  the  reason  why  our  Ambas- 
sador cannot  secure  justice  for  his  sub- 
jects, or,  there  will  be  a  "cleaning  up"  in 
Mexico  that  will  not  only  secure  for 
Americans  the  same  protection  as  Eng- 
lish subjects,  but  will  also  put  a  man 
down  there  who  will  act  as  Ambassador 
and  nothing  else. 

While  many  of  the  indignities  suffered 
by  railroad  men  in  Mexican  prisons  are 
simply  revolting  to  the  mind  we  cannot 
say  that  many  of  our  own  Order  have 
suffered;  still  there  is  a  common  bond 
between  all  of  us  and  if  our  brother  suf- 
fers, we  suffer  with  him,  and  one  poor 
unfortunate's  appeal  is  just  as  plaintive 
to  our  ears  as  another.  We  ask  only  jus- 
tice for  all  grades  of  service  and  the  same 
protection  that  England  gives  her  sub- 
jects. 


DOUBLE  HEADING  ENGINES. 


The  conductors  and  other  trainmen 
have  long  been  of  the  opinion  that  double 
heading  engines,  except  on  heavy  grades 
and  where  one  engine  could  not  haul  a 
reasonable  number  of  cars,  was  not  only 
a  hardship  upon  them,  but  that,  all  things 
considered,  it  was  an  expensive  policy  for 
the  company.  The  main  item  of  saving 
which  has  been  claimed  by  the  advocates 
of  this  practice  is  the  wages  of  an  extra 
train  crew.  This  saving  appears  plain 
at  first  glance,  but  when  we  stop  to  con- 
sider the  wear  and  tear  on  rolling  stock, 
the  additional  delays  caused  by  breaking 
in  two  and  pulling  out  drawheads  in  these 


abnormally  long  and  heavy  trains  and 
the  overtime  thus  made,  we  may  reason- 
ably doubt  if  there  is  any  saving.  And  if 
it  Were  possible  to  make  up  a  balance 
sheet,  showing  on  the  one  side  the  sav- 
ing in  wages  and  on  the  other  side,  the 
additional  expense  in  breakages,  wear 
and  tear,  delays  and  overtime,  etc.,  we 
should  be  very  much  surprised  if  any 
saving  was  shown  to  have  been  made. 

The  shortage  of  cars  with  which  to 
move  the  tonnage  offered  for  shipment  is 
a  very  important  subject.  The  delays  to 
rolling  stock  which  occur  in  connection 
with  the  running  of  heavy,  double-header 
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trains  could  be  materially  lessened  by 
running  single  engine  trains  which  conld 
get  over  the  road  quicker,  and  thus  much 
better  mileage  could  be  gotten  per  car  or 
per  engine. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  expressions  made 
by  prominent  railroad  officials  in  a  dis- 
cussion which  took  place  in  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Central  Railway  Club  on 
the  subject:  "Developments  in  Car 
Equipment  When  Double  Heading  With 
Heavy  Engines:  What  is  the  Measure  of 
Economy?"  that  the  railroad  officials 
are  beginning  to  consider  the  practice  one 
of  doubtful  economy.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  question  will  be  most  carefully 
investigated,  and  it  is  certain  that  every 
employe  in  the  operating  department  will 
be  very  glad  if  the  investigations  finally 
show  that  it  is  good  business  judgment 
and  practice  to  haul  trains  with  one  en- 
gine. It  would  certainly  seem  that  if  the 
needs  of  the  service  demand  the  hauling 
of  more  tonnage  in  one  train  than  in 
past  years,  those  needs  bave  been  fully 
met  by  the  increase  in  the  capacity  of 
cars  and  size  of  locomotives,  and  that 
one  engine  can  haul  enough.  The  dis- 
cussion in  the  Central  Railway  Club  re- 
ferred to  is  reported  in  The  Railway  Age 
as  follows: 

We  would  urge  that  particular  attention 
be  paid  to  the  draft  gear  on  new  or  re- 
building of  old  equipment,  as  tbe  busi- 
ness of  the  country  is  continually  on  the 
increase,  also  competition,  and  the  draft 
gear  is  put  to  a  severer  test  than  in  the 
past.  It  is  true  that  a  large  number  of 
our  old  cars  are  being  destroyed  on  ac- 
count of  the  severe  strains  they  are  sub- 
jected to,  but  the  saving  of  time  and  the 
quick  dispatch  of  freight  more  than  off- 
set the  cost  of  repairing  or  replacing  these 
old  cars. 

On  investigating  this  subject  your  com- 
mittee learned  that  on  one  of  the  roads 
where  it  was  the  practice  to  run  trains 
with  single  engines  over  a  division  of  two 
hundred  or  more  miles,  they  were  run- 
ning so  many  trains  that  the  manage- 
ment was  considering  the  advisability  of 
cutting  the  division  in  two  and  putting 
in  another  set  of  dispatchers,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  move  the  trains  with  greater  dis- 

Satch,  avoid  long  delays,  and  save  a  great 
eal  of  overtime.  It  was,  however,  de- 
cided to  try  double-heading  with  some  of 
the  lighter  types  of  engines,  limiting  the 
number  of  cars  to  seventy  five  per  train, 
which  was  done.  In  doing  this  the  cost 
of  the  extra  dispatchers,  about  $300  per 
month,  was  saved.   The  overtime  for 


train  crews  was  reduced  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  a  saving  of  over  $6,551  per  month 
was  made,  with  an  increased  tonnage  of 
20  per  cent.  By  adopting  the  latter  plan, 
not  only  the  $6,851  per  month  was  saved, 
but  the  cost  of  about  fifteen  cabooses,  the 
salaries  of  a  number  of  new  crews,  also 
several  hundred  dollars  a  month  for  yard 
crews  at  terminals.  On  this  particular 
division  for  the  month  of  June  the  cost 
of  repairs  to  cars  due  to  rough  handling 
was  $1,142,  and  due  to  wrecks  was  $7,433, 
but  we  do  not  believe  that  all  of  the 
wrecked  cars  could  be  charged  to  double- 
heading. 

The  transportation  department  claims 
that  a  saving  of  about  one-third  of  the 
train  expense  is  effected  by  the  practice 
of  double-heading,  with  a  proportionate 
elimination  of  risk. 

The  suggestions  of  the  committee  nat- 
urally brought  up  the  question  whether 
the  same  principles  would  not  apply  to 
the  handling  of  trains  with  single  large 
engines,  instead  of  with  double-headers, 
perhaps  of  lighter  type.  Mr.  H.  C.  Mc- 
Carty  pointed  out  that  tbe  committee  did 
not  distinguish  definitely  between  "light" 
and  "heavy"  engines,  and  added  that  in 
his  opinion  there  was  certainly  a  limit  to 
economy  in  carrying  double- heading  into 
general  practice. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Barhydt,  master  mechanic  of 
the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg,  stated 
that  on  the  Buffalo  division  of  that  road 
three  engines  are  used  in  a  single  train, 
the  second  engine  being  placed  behind 
the  first  one,  with  one  car  between,  and 
the  third  employed  as  a  pusher.  Most  of 
the  damage  done  to  cars,  in  his  opinion, 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  tbe  drawbar  be- 
tween the  two  engines  when  they  are 
coupled  together  does  not  bold.  By  put- 
ting a  car  between  the  first  two  engines 
the  advantage  of  the  drawspring  attach- 
ments in  the  cars  is  secure.  The  first  en- 
gine operates  the  brakes. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Ball  asked  whether  Rule  2— 
that  all  cars  of  heavy  capacity  should  be 
at  tbe  head  of  the  train  and  all  ligbtcars 
at  the  rear — should  not  apply  to  trains 
operated  by  heavy  engines  separately,  as 
well  as  to  those  operated  bv  light  engines 
doubled.  The  president,  Mr.  George  W. 
West,  superintendent  motive  power  New 
York,  Ontario  &  Western,  agreed  to  this 
as  very  important. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Waitt,  superintendent  motive 
power  and  rolling  stock  New  York  Cen- 
tral &  Hudson  River,  asked  the  question 
whether  anyone  has  been  able  to  learn 
whether,  aside  from  the  lack  of  co-opera- 
tion between  two  leading  engines,  any 
reason  exists  why  double- heading  should 
injure  the  car  equipment  more  than  a  sin- 
gle heavy  engine  that  would  do  tbe  same 
amount  of  work.  He  pointed  out  further 
tbe  difficulty  that  would  be  experienced  in 
additional  switching  if  light  cars  must 
always  be  put  at  the  rear.   In  certain  in- 
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stances  on  some  of  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral lines,  the  second  engine  has  been  pnt 
five  cars  back  of  the  first  in  order 
to  prevent  the  placing  of  two  en- 
gines on  bridges  at  the  same  time. 
Mr.  Waitt  then  went  further  into  the 
broader  question  whether  in  some  in- 
stances in  which  double-heading  is  em- 
ployed it  is  really  economical.  It  is  worth 
Inquiring,  sometimes,  he  said,  whether 
more  economical  results  would  not  be 
reached  in  reality  with  two  trains  rather 
than  by  double-headers.  In  some  cases 
double-heading  is  done  when  a  single 
engine,  with  a  pusher  at  one  or  two 
points  where  sharp,  steep  grades  exist, 
would  avoid  double-heading  and  make 
more  engines  available  for  general  use  on 
the  roadT 

Mr.  Canfield  remarked  at  this  point 
that  good  co-operation  from  the  transpor- 
tation department  was  necessary  if  heavy 
cars  were  invariably  to  be  put  at  the  head 
of  a  train.  Mr.  West  added  that  half  of 
the  damage  of  draft  rigging  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  trainmen  take  no  part  in  hand- 
ling the  big  trains,  leaving  everything  to 
the  engineer,  and  behind  the  air  cars  he 
pulls  out  drawheads. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Marshall,  superintendent  of 
motive  power  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern,  explained  in  this  connection 
that  the  length  and  weight  of  the  train  is 
more  important  than  the  engine  in  de- 
termining damage  to  equipment.  If  the 
damage,  as  he  held,  is  due  chiefly  to  the 
total  length  and  weight  of  the  train,  it  is 
an  open  question  how  much  advantage 
will  be  gained  in  some  conditions  by  put- 
ting heavy  cars  at  the  head.  The  trans- 
portation department  cannot  switch  cars 
Into  station  order  and  put  all  of  the 
heavy  cars  at  the  head  of  the  train  at  the 
same  time.  More  damage  may  be  done 
in  switching  at  intermediate  stations 
than  by  leaving  the  cats  as  they  happen 
to  come.  Damage  done  to  cars  where 
forty  or  fifty  follow  back  of  the  engine 
may  be  due  to  the  large  mass  moving. 
The  exact  limit  that  should  be  put  on  the 
length  of  freight  trains,  whether  double- 
heading  or  not,  depends  very  much  on 
local  conditions. 

At  this  point  the  president  called  upon 
Mr.  A.  W.  Sullivan,  assistant  second  vice- 
president  of  the  Illinois  Central  and 


president  of  the  American  Railway  Asso- 
ciation, for  his  views  of  this  whole  ques- 
tion of  double-heading,  proper  train 
lengths  and  damage  to  rolling  stock  from 
unwieldy  trains,  and  Mr.  Sullivan  went 
into  the  question  at  some  length  from  the 
transportation  standpoint.  From  a  trans- 
portation point  of  view,  he  said,  it  is  dis- 
advantageous to  have  to  put  heavy  cars 
at  the  front  and  light  at  the  rear.  This 
is  practicable  only  in  trains  that  run 
through  over  a  division  without  inter- 
change at  junctions.  On  many  schedules 
where  time  is  short  cars  have  to  be 
switched  into  trains  just  as  they  come, 
and  take  the  chances  of  the  light  cars 
being  able  to  stand  the  strain  of  the  serv- 
ice. A  great  many  light  cars  have  had  to 
be  destroyed,  in  order  to  get  them  out  of 
the  way.  In  a  single  year  the  Illinois 
Central  burned  up  2,000  such  cars,  to  get 
rid  of  them.  It  was  figured  out  that  it 
was  an  economical  measure  to  dispose  of 
them  in  that  way.  The  test  of  the  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  economy  is  the  efficiency 
of  the  service.  If  the  double-header  will 
get  a  given  number  of  cars  over  a  road 
quicker,  as  well  as  with  less  expense, 
double- heading  is  good  practice.  But  it 
is  very  doubtful  whether  that  result  has 
been  reached.  Mr.  Sullivan  here  pointed 
out  difficulties  at  coaling  stations  and 
water  stations  and  in  making  passing 
points  with  trains  of  enormous  length. 
The  economy  of  saving  one  train  crew  by 
double  heading  must  be  admitted,  but 
there  are  offsets  to  that  economy,  such  as 
overtime,  damage  in  sawing  trains  out  at 
meeting  point,  where  the  sidings  are  not 
long  enough,  and  a  variety  of  other  con- 
ditions that  are  essential  elements  of  the 
transportation  service.  The  same  condi- 
tions apply  to  the  movement  of  trains 
with  very  large  engines  as  with  two  en- 
gines at  the  front. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Allen,  secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Railway  Association,  closed  the  dis- 
cussion with  a  statement  that  at  the  Inter- 
national Railway  Congress  in  Paris  last 
year  this  very  subject  of  double- heading 
was  considered.  The  conclusions  reached 
were  that  double- heading  is  sometimes 
advantageous,-  but  that  conclusion  is 
somewhat  affected  in  its  application  in 
the  United  States,  because  the  foreign 
cars  are  so  much  lighter  than  are  ours. 


GOOD 

Good  faith  is  synonymous  with  busi- 
ness integrity;  and  without  integrity  no 
man,  firm,  corporation  or  individual  can 
hope  to  succeed.  The  immense  commer- 
cial business  of  our  country,  as  well  as 
that  of  every  civilized  country,  and  the 


PAITH. 

business  between  those  countries  de- 
pends a  great  deal  more  upon  the  hon- 
esty, integrity  and  good  faith  of  the  busi- 
ness men  than  it  does  upon  the  volume 
of  money  in  circulation  or  the  amount  of 
money  possessed  by  the  participants  in 
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the  transactions.  A  large  portion  of  the 
money  of  the  world  is  itself  dependent  for 
its  valne  entirely  npon  national  credit. 

It  is  jnst  as  necessary  that  a  labor  or* 
ganization  should  have  good  business 
standing  and  that  it  should  base  all  its 
dealings  in  good  faith  and  establish  a 
good  credit  for  itself  as  it  is  for  any  oth- 
er institution  engaged  in  any  other  line 
of  business.  The  relations  between  a 
labor  organization  and  the  employer  of 
its  members  are  simply  business  rela- 
tions between  tne  members  and  their  em- 
ployers, and  negotiations  between  them 
are  simply  business  transactions. 

It  has  been  customary  in  recent  years 
to  formulate  schedules,  agreements  or 
contracts  between  the  employes,  repre- 
sented by  their  chosen  committees  and 
officers,  and  the  companies,  represented 
by  their  officials.  A  few  years  ago  the 
president  of  a  prominent  association  of 
railway  officials,  stated  in  an  address  that 
it  was  as  idle  to  talk  of  formulating  con- 
tracts or  agreements  with  employes  as  it 
would  be  to  stand  on  the  bank  of  a  river 
and  endeavor  to  contract  with  the  water 
flowing  by.  The  making  of  these  agree- 
ments has,  however,  continued  and  their 
number  has  annually  increased,  and  it 
has  been  demonstrated  in  connection  with 
the  troubles  precipitated  by  the  Ameri- 
can Railway  Union  and  in  other  minor 
instances,  that  the  agreements  are  of 
value  to  the  companies,  as  well  as  to  the 
men;  that  they  are  entered  into  in  good 
faith  by  the  organizations  of  employes; 
that  the  organizations  are  strong  enough 
within  themselves  to  carry  out  the  terms 
of  their  agreements,  and  that  they  are 
fully  respected  and  protected  by  the 
members.  There  are  some  few  individual 
instances  in  which  members  have  been 
unwilling  to  stand  up  to  the  agreement, 
but  they  are  the  exceptions  which  go  to 
prove  the  general  statement  or  rule,  and 
they  are  growing  rarer. 

Recent  developments  indicate  that  the 
efforts  to  disrupt  the  pleasant  and  mu- 
tually advantageous  relationships  which 
have  existed  for  some  time  between  the 
employes  in  the  operating  departments  of 
the  railroads  and  their  employers,  have 
been  renewed. 

Joint  General  Committee  for  the  O.  R. 
C.  and  the  B.  R.  T.  made  schedule  for  the 


road  and  yard  men  on  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  system  in  1892,  which  has  been 
continuously  in  force  since  that  time  and 
under  which  several  satisfactory  meet- 
ings have  been  held  between  the  commit- 
tees and  the  officers  of  the  road.  This 
schedule  was  made  before  the  Switch- 
men's Union  was  thought  of  and  was  in 
force  when  that  association  was  first  in- 
stituted. About  a  year  ago  some  parties, 
claiming  to  represent  the  Switchmen's 
Union,  demanded  at  the  hands  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  D.  &  R.  G.  Road  the  right  to 
make  a  schedule  for  the  yard  men.  This 
right  was  denied  on  the  ground  that  a 
contract  covering  that  class  was  in  exist- 
ence with  another  organization  which 
represented  the  men  employed  therein. 
The  matter  was  then  dropped  and  no 
more  was  heard  of  it  until  some  time  re- 
cently the  same  demand  was  made,  ac- 
companied with  a  request  for  an  increase 
in  wages.  The  officers  of  the  company  de- 
clined to  recognize  this  committee  on  the 
ground  that  they  had  no  right  to  consid- 
er a  conflicting  schedule  while  they  had 
one  in  force  with  another  organization. 
The  request  for  increased  wages  was 
withdrawn  and  the  only  question  left  was 
that  of  recognition.  The  officers  of  the 
company  declined  to  recognize  their  right 
to  legislate  for  the  yard  employes,  and  the 
Grand  Master  of  the  Switchmen's  Union, 
without  further  ceremony,  without  notice 
to  the  company  and  without  any  consul- 
tation or  attempt  at  conference  with  the 
representatives  of  the  other  organisa- 
tions, ordered  a  strike. 

After  the  strike  had  been  ordered  and 
had  been  responded  to  by  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  yard  men,  a  bid  for  public 
sympathy  was  sent  out  at  Pueblo,  to  the 
effect  that  85  per  cent  of  the  employes 
who  had  struck  were  married  men,  sup- 
porting families,  a  number  of  whom  had 
purchased  property  and  were  paying  for 
the  same  out  of  their  wages.  A  careful 
check  of  the  pay  rolls  of  the  company  and 
the  applications  for  employment  which 
were  filled  out  by  these  men  when  they 
entered  the  service,  showed  that  out  of 
the  50  men  who  struck  at  Pueblo,  32  had 
been  in  the  service  less  than  60  days.  Of 
these  32  only  nine  were  married  men,  and 
of  these  nine  not  one  had  a  family  or  any 
other  interest  on  the  line  of  the  road. 
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Only  eight  of  these  fifty  men  were  in  the 
employ  of  the  company  prior  to  Jan.  1st, 
1901.  There  were  126  men  employed  in  the 
D.  &  R.  G.  yards  at  Paeblo. 

At  Salida,  28  men  struck  of  whom  only 
seven  were  in  the  service  of  the  company 
prior  to  Jan.  1st,  1901,  and  14  of  them  had 
entered  the  service  since  Sept.  1st.  Three 
men  qnit  at  Gunnison,  not  one  of  whom 
had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  company 
more  than  30  days.  At  Crested  Bntte 
two  men  quit,  both  of  whom  had 
been  employed  within  the  past  60  days.  At 
Grand  Junction  eight  men  quit,  three  of 
whom  entered  the  service  in  1900  and  five 
in  1901.  At  Leadville,  out  of  a  total  of  34 
men  employed,  only  two  struck.  Of  nine 
yard  men  employed  at  Colorado  Springs, 
none  quit.  Out  of  30  employed  at  Danver, 
24  quit.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  yard  men  did  not  re- 
spond to  the  order  for  strike  to  cripple 
the  service. 

The  Management  gave  expression  to  the 
expectation  that  the  organizations  with 
whom  they  had  a  contract  would  protect 
the  contract.  This  was  the  proper  thing 
for  the  organization  to  do.  It  was  their 
duty.  The  general  disposition  of  the 
men  on  the  system  was  to  do  that,  and 
comparatively  little  inconvenience  was 
caused  by  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Switchmen's  Union. 

It  appears  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
the  D.  &  R.  G.  road  was  considered  a 
fruitful  ground  for  such  a  move  in  the 
west,  and  the  effort  was  made  with  the 
expectation  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of 
the  Switchmen's  Union,  that  members  of 
our  Order  and  of  the  B.  R.  T.  would  fall 
in  line  with  their  move  through  pure 
sympathy  and  help  tear  down  that  which 
they  themselves  had  builded,  and  in  the 
building  of  which  they  had  spent  much 
time  and  money. 

Since  that  time  some  trouble,  the  nature 
of  which  we  are  not  fully  informed  of, 
was  precipitated  on  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  railroad. 

More  recently  the  Switchmen's  Union 
undertook  to  tie  up  all  of  the  roads  cen- 
tering at  Pittsburg  through  efforts,  ex* 
pressions  and  practices  similar  to  those 
employed  in  connection  with  the  D.  &  R. 
Q.  The  men  employed  on  the  roads  cen- 
tering at  Pittsburg  who  have  agreements 


with  their  employers  are  standing  loyally 
by  their  agreements  and  comparatively 
little  difficulty  is  being  experienced  by 
those  roads.  Prom  the  best  advices  that 
we  have  up  to  this  time,  about  200  men 
went  on  strike  out  of  a  total  of  about  1500 
employed  in  yard  service  in  what  is 
termed  the  Pittsburg  District.  On  some 
roads  centering  at  Pittsburg  no  agree- 
ments exist  between  the  companies  and 
the  organizations,  and  on  such  roads  the 
employes  in  the  road  departments  are, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals, attending  strictly  to  their  own 
business  and  continuing  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  properly  belonging  to 
them. 

Agreements  between  the  employer  and 
the  employes  are  valueless  unless  they 
are  to  be  lived  up  to  in  good  faith.  The 
disposition  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  men 
who  compose  the  old  line  railroad  organi- 
zations is  to  deal  fairly  and  in  perfect 
good  faith  with  their  employers  and  with 
all  others.  The  time  has  gone  by  when 
the  dissatisfied,  irresponsible  employe 
can  declare  himself  on  a  strike  and  tie  up 
a  railroad  because  other  men  will  not  go 
ahead  with  the  work  through  fear  of  be- 
ing called  "scab"  by  that  dissatisfied  and 
irresponsible  man. 

It  is  not  at  all  pleasant  for  an  organiza- 
tion or  organizations  of  working  men  to 
have  to  take  a  stand  against  another  organ- 
ization, but  if  such  other  organization  un- 
dertakes by  unfair  and  unreasonable 
methods  to  destroy  the  standing  and  influ- 
ence of  the  organizations  which  are  doing 
a  good  work  for  their  members,  in  a  man- 
ner satisfactory  to  those  members,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  injure  the  interests  and 
prospects  of  the  men  who  make  up  those 
organizations,  it  is  just  as  reasonable 
and  proper  for  the  organization  which  is 
thus  attacked  to  defend  its  interests  and 
those  of  its  members  against  the  attack- 
ing organization  as  it  is  to  defend  against 
an  unjust  attack  from  an  employer.  If 
the  agreements  made  between  the  organi- 
zations and  the  railroad  companies  are 
not  to  be  observed  in  good  faith  by  the 
members  of  the  .  organizations,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  the  agreements  will  be 
continued  or  that  others  will  be  made. 

There  are  always  a  certain  number  of 
employes  who  are  ready  to  join  anything 
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new  in  the  form  of  an  organization,  and, 
apparently,  there  are  always  some  who 
are  ever  ready  to  follow  off  any  new  dis- 
pensation. It  wonld  seem  that  lessons 
enough  have  been  taught  in  these  con- 
nections so  that  men  would  not  be  anx- 
ious to  repeat  the  experiences  of  the  past. 
It  appears,  however,  that  a  good  many 
human  beings  refuse  to  profit  by  the  ex- 
perience of  others  and  insist  upon  haviag 
the  practical  experience  themselves. 

The  old  organizations  of  railroad  em- 
ployes have  placed  themselves  on  record 
as  determined  to  abide  by,  and  carry  out, 
agreements  they  make  with  their  employ- 
ers. There  is  no  question  but  that  this 
policy  is  cordially  and  strongly  supported 
by  the  large  masses  of  the  membership. 
Some  trouble  may  be  caused  by  agitators 
and  disturbers,  but  the  position  that  has 


been  taken  by  the  organizations  is  right, 
and  it  is  bound  to  prevail.  The  old  or- 
ganizations of  railroad  employes  have 
obtained  an  enviable  place  in  the  labor 
world.  They  have  conducted  their  busi- 
ness on  straightforward,  trade- anion 
principles;  they  have  agreements,  made 
in  good  faith,  on  most  of  the  railroads 
in  United  States  and  Canada.  These 
agreements  are  of  inestimable  valne  to 
the  men,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  the 
organizations  to  live  up  in  good  faith  to 
their  agreements,  and  when  unwarranted 
and  unprovoked  attack  is  made  upon 
them  by  disturbers  and  outsiders,  there 
is  nothing  left  for  the  organizations  to  do 
but  to  defend  their  integrity;  and  the  or- 
ganizations will  not  be  found  wanting  in 
the  performance  of  this  duty. 


No  communication  will  be  used  unless  the  name  of  the  author  is  furnished  us. 


Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

As  the  time  again  draws  near  for  election  we 
wish  to  say  a  word  in  praise  of  our  officers,  both 
past  and  present.  Onr  Auxiliary  has  been  fortu- 
nate indeed  in  chosine  officers  who  have  so  well 
and  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  their  re- 
spective offices.  The  past  year  Sister  Carroll 
filled  the  President's  chair  with  much  credit  to 
herself  and  our  Auxiliary,  and  we  are  indeed 
grateful  to  her  and  Mrs.  Simmons,  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent, for  many  acts  of  kindness  and  the  dignified 
bearing  which  we  naturally  expect  from  our  pre- 
siding officers.  Words  cannot  express  our  deep 
sense  of  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  Sister  Mc- 
Clelland, who  has  been  onr  faithful  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  Our  Sister  has  been  tried  and  not 
found  wanting  and  we  hope  she  will  serve  us  for 
many  more  terms. 

Speaking  of  the  office  of  Secretary  brings  to 
mind  our  beloved  Sister  Hardenburg.  who  so 
faithfully  and  conscientiously  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity during  her  residence  here.  Though  she  is 
far  away  we  think  kindly  of  her  very  often  and  are 
comforted  by  the  assurance  that  she  will  by  her 
amiability  and  beautiful  personality  win  many 
warm  friends  wherever  it  is  her  lot  to  go.  How 
we  wish  we  might  find  words  to  express  our  admi- 
ration and  appreciation  of  our  dsar  Past  Presi- 
dent. Sister  Hall's  noble  efforts  at  self-efface- 
ment in  our  interest.  When  her  heart  was  near  to 
breaking  with  trouble  and  anxiety  she  was  still  a 
prompt  and  earnest  worker,  and  now  that  she  has 
passed  through  the  greatest  sorrow  of  a  true 
woman's  life,  the  loss  of  a  loving  and  indulgent 
husband,  we  are  rejoiced  to  have  her  with  us 
again,  and  doubly  rejoice  that  her  sorrows  have 
not  embittered  her  beautiful  and  kindly  nature, 
but  seems  to  have  purified  and  sweetened  her  dis- 
position to  an  even  greater  extent  than  before. 
And  so  we  might  go  on  enumerating  the  virtues  of 
our  different  officers  and  members,  but  space  will 
not  permit  If  good  wishes  for  the  future  welfare 
and  happiness  of  both  S.  S.  and  J.  S.  are  of  any 
consequence  they  will  surely  live  long  and  pros- 
per. 

In  October  we  had  our  Grand  President.  Sister 
.Moore,  with  us.  holding  a  school  of  instruction, 
from  which  we  derived  much  benefit  and  we  are 
very  sorry  every  member  and  all  surrounding 
Auxiliaries  who  were  in  the  district  were  not  in 
dallv  attendance,  for  we  feel  sure  that  they  would 
be  persuaded  that  it  is  a  duty  they  owe  them- 


selves and  their  Sisters  to  attend  meetings  more 
regularly. 

While  we  have  taken  pride  in  doing  our  work 
well  and  as  nearly  according  to  the  constitution 
and  ritual  as  possible  we  found  there  was  still 
much  to  learn.  Still  we  are  not  discouraged,  as 
Sister  Moore  tells  us  we  are  the  only  Auxiliary  she 
has  yet  visited  who  do  their  work  without  the 
ritual.  We  enjoyed  having  Sisters  from  Chicago. 
Bloomington  and  Galesburg  with  us  during  the 
school:  Mrs.  Sewell  being  one  of  the  members 
from  Chicago.  On  Thursday  night  Mrs.  and  Mr. 
D  mley  received  the  Auxiliary  members  and  their 
husbands.  Mrs.  Moore  and  Sewell  being  the  guests 
of  honor.  The  evening  was  spent  in  social  con- 
versation, dainty  refreshments  being  served  at 
930.  after  which  we  listened  to  a  political  speech 
from  Mr.  Donley,  and  then  Mr.  Carroll  gave  us 
Tim's  Prayer  in  a  truly  realistic  and  touching 
manner.  Miss  Hope  Donley  also  gave  a  recita- 
tion. Your  correspondent  was  very  sorry  we  were 
compelled  to  miss  the  cake  walk,  which  was  the 
finale  to  a  delightful  evening.  On  Friday  night 
Mrs.  Warren  informally  received  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
Moore  and  other  visiting  ladies.  All  who  called 
report  a  very  pleasant  time. 

Some  time  ago  a  donation  party  for  the  benefit 
of  our  hospital  room  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Hall,  and  she  in  her  usual  happy  way  planned  a 
surprise  for  the  ladies.  Our  pleasant  anticipa- 
tions were  more  than  realized  in  hearing  Mrs. 
Petherbridge.  who  has  traveled  extensively,  give 
an  interesting  and  instructive  reading  on  her 
travels  in  Norway.  Her  pictures  of  the  customs 
and  habits  of  the  Norwegian  people  was  very  in- 
teresting indeed,  but  we  were  especially  pleased 
with  her  vivid  description  of  the  quaint  buildings 
and  the  picturesque  scenery  of  this,  to  us.  unreal 
Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun.  We  enjoyed  it  very 
much.  . 

Oa  next  Wednesday  afternoon  our  ladies  give  a 
card  parly  at  Odd  Fellows'  Hall.  In  October  Miss 
Nellie  Berry  was  married  to  Mr.  Maxwell,  a  con- 
ductor, at  the  home  of  her  sister.  Mrs.  Peterson. 
Mr.  Rutter.  of  79.  is  suffering  with  a  sprained  foot. 
Mrs.  Moore,  who  has  been  very  sick,  is  reported 
better,  as  is  Mrs.  Haley  and  Mr.  Poole.  Some  of 
the  ladies  of  our  Auxiliary  would  like  to  know 
what  became  of  the  Dustan  Medal.  Wishing  all 
L.  A.  and  O.  R.  C.  members  a  Merry  Christmas 
and  Happy  New.  Year.  Ex-Co  a  respondent. 
..Peoria.  I1L,     .   .  .   .  \  , 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  bottom  has  dropped  from  oar  "Pan."  as  Sis- 
ter Brady  terms  it.  and  we  now  have  more  time  to 
attend  the  meetings,  and  I  am  rare  every  one  is 
ready  for  good,  hard  work  should  the  caller  come. 
Oar  last  meeting  night  will  be  called  a  rally  meet- 
ing, a  good  attendance  with  no  drones  in  our  hive, 
bat  all  workers,  ready  to  do  all  they  could  for  the 
good  of  the  Order  and  with  malice  toward  none. 
We  will  hold  our  annual  social  and  hop  the  earlier 
part  of  December,  the  date  as  yet  not  being  fully 
decided.  These  socials  bringtogether  the  railroad 
families,  and  encourage  the  wives  of  our  good 
Brothers  who  are  not  members  of  our  Auxiliary, 
to  become  such.  We  hope  to  add  new  members 
soon,  as  of  late  some  of  the  Brothers  have  movad 
their  families  into  the  city,  which  heretofore  have 
lived  in  other  towns.  We  shall  call  on  them  and 
insist  on  their  joining  oar  ranks,  for  each  new 
member  is  one  more  link  to  our  chain.  Toe  time 
for  election  of  officers  is  drawing  near,  and  b  store 
my  pen  is  taken  up  by  some  more  worthy  Sister  I 
would  it  might  portray  some  kind  word  to  some 
one  who  is  in  need  of  the  sam  ?.  When  we  are 
prosperous  I  fear  we  grow  careless  of  the  welfare 
of  those  over  whom  misfortune  has  spread  her 
dark  mantle.  Dear  Sisters,  let  ns  arouse  our- 
selves to  oar  duties.  Speak  kind  words  to  the  suf- 
fering ones,  comfort  those  in  s  >rrow.  and  do  not 
let  us  be  found  looking  for  the  great  good  wa  can 
do  and  allow  these  smaller  thlags  to  escape  oar 
notice,  for  cons  taut  dropping  of  water  wears  away 
stones.  Catherine  Mattkson. 

Buffalo.  N.  Y. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

As  oar  esteemed  regular  correspondeat  has 
withdrawn  from  the  Auxiliary,  some  one  should 
see  that  Auxiliary  81  be  heard  from.  Sister  Bailey, 
we  shall  miss  you  sadly,  as  you  were  such  a  good 
member.  We  will  all  feel  it  terribly  when  we  pass 
your  vacant  chair.  We  will  also  miss  your  de- 
lightful at  homes.  Illness  prevents  Sister  Bailey 
from  performing  these  duties  as  a  member.  We 
are  to  welcome  Sister  Bunnell  again  among  us.  We 
have  Sister  Dry  of  Redonda  with  us  now.  Our 
anniversary  ball  was  a  fair  success— we  did  very 
well.  We  still  keep  up  the  socials,  which  are  quite 
well  attended.  There  is  always  good  things  to  eat 
served,  you  know.  A  request  for  help  came  from 
the  Home,  sometime  ago.  and  the  ladies  respond- 
ed with  a  bountiful  supply  of  fruit,  both  preserved 
and  dried.  They  also  pieced  and  tied  fonr  quilts 
which  they  sent,  and  other  things  nsefnl  to  our  sick 
and  helpless  Brothers.  I  hope  all.  or  most  of  the 
Auxiliaries  have  done  as  well;  if  so  the  Home  will 
be  well  supplied  this  winter. 

Brother  Higgins  of  Division  111  was  killed  in  a 
wreck  on  the  Santa  Fe.  near  Pranconia.  Aria. 

I  see  by  the  Denver  letter  that  Sister  Johnson 
gave  us  quite  a  compliment  in  the  description  of 
oar  treatment  of  her  while  in  California.  Come 
again.  Sister  Johnson,  we  were  always  glad  to  see 
your  bright  face  at  our  meetings  and  socials.  Our 
next  meeting  is  election  of  officers.  Auxiliary  84 
is  in  a  very  healthy  condition,  regardless  of  the 
many  discouragements  to  which  human  organisa- 
tions is  heir.  Oar  meetings  are  fairly  well  attend- 
ed. We  should  do  something  to  get  oar  new  mem- 


bers out.  So  many  have  attended  only  one  or  two 
meetings.  I  hope  that  oar  new  officers  will  do 
something  to  remedy  this  matter.  It  won't  do. 
Sisters,  to  let  new  members  forget  their  duty  in 
this  manner.  We  have  worked  so  nicely  this  past 
year.  Auxiliary  84  should  be  a  banner  Auxiliary 
and  could  be.  I  am  rare.  With  best  wishes  to  all 
Divisions  of  the  O.  R.  C.  and  L.  A.  to  O.  R.  C. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.  A  Co- Worker. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

We  are  now  living  at  Henderson.  Tex.  Mr.  Noble 
has  been  transferred  here  from  the  main  line.  We 
like  Henderson  very  well,  and  Mr.  Noble  is  de- 
lighted with  his  run.  Plenty  of  rest  and  good  pay. 
and  I  suppose  that  is  what  all  conductors  like,  es- 
pecially when  they  are  reaching  the  age  limit.  I 
have  been  here  six  weeks  and  out  of  the  six  five  of 
it  I  have  been  laid  up  with  a  badly  sprained  foot, 
and  I  surely  miss  my  Sisters  of  the  Auxiliary. not 
having  a  chance  to  see  one  of  their  faces  coming 
through  the  door,  as  they  always  do  when  I  have 
been  on  the  sick  list,  but  Sisters,  when  the  Hen- 
derson ladies  heard  of  my  misfortune  there  was 
no  time  lost.  They'all  came  forward,  as  you  al- 
ways have  done,  put  forth  the  hand  of  friendship 
and  welcomed  me  to  their  city,  and  hoped  that  a 
bad  beginning  would  make  a  good  ending.  Those 
loving  hands  I  can  never  forget,  and  stranger 
when  we  met  will  be  stranger  no  more.  Hender- 
son is  the  flower  spot  of  Texas.  I  have  never  seen 
euch  exquisite  Sowers  or  roses  since  I  have  been 
south  as  was  sent  me  while  I  was  unable  to  move, 
and  still  they  keep  coming,  and  as  the  ladies  all 
say.  "We  will  make  you  think  that  life  is  still 
worth  living."  And  so  I  believe  them,  for  I  think 
it  is  myself.  In  reading  over  the  proceeding  of  the 
Grand  Convention,  I  see  where  Sister  Sleight  was 
absent  at  one  roll  call,  and  wish  to  say  that  it  was 
a  mistake,  for  Sister  Sleight  was  neither  tardy  nor 
absent  during  the  convention.  The  Auxiliary  did 
not  pay  for  a  delegate  to  go  on  business  for  the 
good  of  the  Order,  then  have  her  neglect  it.  for  I 
know  she  attended  every  session,  and  brought 
back  good  reports  of  each  day.  Sister  Creech  of 
San  Luis  Potosi  was  with  us  for  several  meetings. 
We  all  enjoyed  her  visit  very  much,  and  hope  she 
may  live  to  come  again.  While  here  Sister  Creech 
presented  Auxiliary  134  with  a  set  of  twelve  drawn 
work  doylies  to  be  raffled  off  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Home  at  Highland  Park.  We  realized  a  neat  little 
sum.  which  was  forwarded  at  once  to  Sister  Wat- 
son, so  she  could  put  it  with  the  rest  in  her  treas- 
ury, and  I  hope  that  Auxiliary  134  will  always  re- 
spond when  Sister  Watson  gives  as  a  call,  be  it 
little  or  much,  you  will  always  get  it  willingly  and 
it  comes  from  the  hearts  of  the  Sisters  of  Auxili- 
ary 134.  By  the  way.  I  was  the  lucky  winner.  The 
doylies  are  beautiful. 

The  Brothers  of  Division  77  and  Sisters  of  Aux- 
iliary 134  held  a  banquet  at  their  hall  for  the  bene- 
fit of  Sister  Creech  and  others  who  were  visiting 
the  city.  A  good  time  everybody  had.  as  we  always 
do  at  such  gatherings.  No  especial  program.  Some 
remarks  were  made  for  the  wood  of  the  .Order. 
Sister  Creech  presented  the  president  with  a  beau- 
tiful solid  silver  spoon .  which  comes  from  >3u 
Lois  Potosi.  which  will  alwayebe  agsyeciattfl.  — 1 
many  fond  memories  will  come/up-  when' we  gama 
on  the  spoon. 
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Brother  and  Sister  Will  Oalaway  gave  a  rag-time 
party.  I  do  not  know  whether  tbere  was  anything 
left  of  their  honse— after  it  was  over  with  or  not. 
Sister  Renaw  carried  away  the  first  prize,  a  very 
ancient  fan;  Brother  Anderson  walking  away  with 
the  immense  stick  of  candy.  Brother  George  Oal- 
away was  very  attentive  to  Sister  Creech,  although 
Sister  Galaway  was  there.  (Of  course  Bro.  Creech 
will  not  see  this.) 

Although  he  was  tattered  and  torn,  wore  green 
goggles,  they  went  hand  in  hand  together  all  the 
evening,  as  much  as  to  say,  "We're  strictly  in  it. 
and  you  cannot  tell  what  a  man  is  by  the  clothes  he 
wears."  There  were  several  parties  given  while 
Sister  Creech  was  with  us.  and  every  one  was  the 
best.  A  few  of  us  spent  the  day  at  Sister  Anna 
McCall's.  who  lives  with  her  parents,  about  two 
miles  from  town.  Well,  one-half  will  never  be 
told— the  other  half  was  an  elegant  dinner  and 
everything  that  heart  could  wish.  Auxiliary  134 
is  getting  along  beautifully.  We  have  nineteen  or 
twenty  in  good  standing,  and  the  future  prospects 
are  looking  much  brighter  for  new  members,  and 
we  can  hold  our  own  with  any  Auxiliary  in  Texas. 
I  believe  that  all  the  Sisters  are  well  in  our  Auxil- 
iary, as  I  have  had  no  other  reports  stating  any  ill- 
ness. Brother  Hall  Noble  and  wite  have  a  young 
son  to  bless  their  home.  I  hope  he  may  prove  a 
great  blessing  to  them,  and  make  a  good  conduc- 
tor like  his  father.  I  would  say  to  my  Palestine 
friends  that  since  Mr.  Noble  has  moved  to  Hen- 
derson he  has  become  so  very  aristocratic  that 
poor,  faithful  Jim  has  to  be  called  James.  1  am 
very  thankful  there  is  nothing  in  a  name.  Wish- 
ing everybody  a  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New 
Year,  with  love  to  all  and  best  wishes  to  all  O.  R. 
C.  and  Auxiliaries.  M  rs.  F.  A.  N'om.K. 

Henderson.  Tex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  writer  for  the  past  week  has  been  somewhat 
indisposed,  and  how  welcome  were  the  faces  of 
the  dear  Sisters  as  they  (.  ailed  day  by  day  and  sent 
kindly  messages,  or.  better  yet.  words  of  greeting 
enclosed  within  the  petals  of  a  bouquet  of  fragrant 
flowers.  Our  Auxiliary  has  been  kept  quite  busy 
during  the  summer  months,  and  now  as  the  fall 
and  winter  is  coming  on  we  are  preparing  for  a 
busy  season.  Our  plans  for  the  year  are  as  yet 
somewhat  immature,  but  we  know  that  our  Presi- 
dent has  got  some  special  work  for  each  of  us  to 
do.  We  are  at  present  mourning  the  loss  of  Sister 
Pease,  our  faithful  Secretary,  who  was  obliged  to 
tender  her  resignation  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Brother  Hugh  Malloy.  whose  life  has  been  in  the 
balance  for  nearly  three  years,  is  again  gaining 
strength  and  we  hope  to  see  him  as  hale  and  hearty 
as  ever  in  a  few  days. 

Sister  McManus,  whom  we  recognized  as  an 
earnest  worker,  and  a  member  of  whom  we  are 
justly  proud,  has  gone  to  West  Superior.  What  is 
'  our  loss  is  their  gain.  Our  deputies  have  been 
corresponding  for  some  time  hoping  to  start  an 
Auxiliary  in  Duluth  and  West  Superior.  If  any 
good  worker  up  there  sees  this  letter,  either  write 
to  me,  210  Nelson  Ave  .  St.  Paul,  or  to  Sister  Little 
in  Minneapolis.  We  are  both  ready  to  do  what  we 
can. 

Sister  J.  W.  Rees  and  her  little  daughter.  Mable. 


have  chosen  a  somewhat  novel  life  for  the  winter. 
They  have  gone  on  a  claim  up  near  Lake  Itaska 
and  expect  some  day  to  come  back  carrying  a  bag 
of  gold  nuggets.  The  land  was  a  piece  of  choice 
government  property  and  it  is  said  to  be  worth  a 
neat  sum  already.  . 

Some  of  our  Sisters  are  Ion  the  sick  list:  that  is 
why  there  were  twojor  three  seats  empty  at  the 
last  meeting.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Shaw,  our  farmer  Vice- 
President,  has  been  elected  Sec.  and  Treas.,  and 
Mrs.  Hauser  was  elected  to  fill  the  V.-P.  chair. 
Both  are  capable  worn  en  land  we  know  that  they 
will  fill  the  places  very  satisfactorily. 

The  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Hickey  has 
been  brightened  by  a  beautiful  little  granddaugh- 
ter. 

An  enjoyable  thimble  bee  was  held  last  week  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Gilboy.  which  was  largely  at- 
tended. It  was  a  sort  of  a  shower;  it  is  a  secret 
only  to  the  members.  If  our  readers  will  be  pa- 
tient, after  a  time  we  will  tell  them  what  we  are 
doing.  Our  Auxiliary  has  finally  found  out  our 
mission.  That  is.  "make  others  happy  and  we  will 
be  happy  ourselves."  We  are  progressing  slowly 
in  the  insurance  work,  but  we  have  all  paid 
our  dues  up  to  the  first  of  January,  and  by 
December  15  we  will  be  ready  with  another  install- 
ment. And  now  Sisters,  as  the  cold  weather  ad- 
vances and  gives  us  ambition  and  energy,  let  us 
go  to  work  in  real  earnest  for  the  advancement  of 
our  Auxiliary.  Mrs.  J.  C.  McCall. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Away  out  here  in  our  beautiful  city  of  Lincoln, 
the  capital  of  the  great  state  of  Nebraska.  Auxil- 
iary %  has  taken  on  a  new  life.  Sisters  Heagy, 
Marshall.  Hawker  and  Williams  attended  the 
Grand  Division  session  and  enjoyed  the  pleasures 
of  the  fine  trip  prepared  (for  the  delegates.  The 
cool  autumn  weather  has  assisted  us  in  bringing 
out  a  large  attendance  to  our  meeting,  as  well  as 
to  our  socials,  which  are  given  evefy  two  weeks. 
We  are  busy  now  preparing  for  a  grand  ball  to  be 
given  on  the  Mth.  and  expect  to  have  a  very  en- 
joyable time.  Mrs.  Annie  Williams. 

Lincoln.  Neb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  have  had  a  splendid  summer,  and  Auxiliary 
151  has  improved  in  every  way.  Of  course,  we 
have  our  ups  and  downs,  as  I  suppose  th«y  all  do. 
One  of  our  good  Sisters.  Mrs.  James,  invited  us  .to 
help  celebrate  her  birthday.  A  nice  little  program 
was  arranged,  after  which  a  dainty  supper  was 
served,  which  all  enjoyed.  They  have  had  several 
card  parties  this  summer  trying  to  raise  finances, 
but  were  not  crowned  with  that  success  as  they 
might  have  been  if  they  had  the  co  operation  of 
all  the  Sisters.  I  do  not  think  it  fair  to  amuse  only 
one  side  of  the  Auxiliary  because  the  rest  don't 
believe  in  cards  and  card  parties.  Tais  is  a  sens: 
tive  question  to  touch  up  >n.  but  nevertheless,  we 
must  remember  that  if  we  do  not  have  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  Sisters  we  cannot  be  successful.  Sis- 
ters, let  us  act  in  a  christian  spirit  and  do  unto 
others  as  we  would  have  others  do  unto  us. 

We  have  two  candidates  for  initiation  at  our  next 
meeting.  Mrs.  M.  Kern  has  moved  to  Blooming- 
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too.  111.,  where  Mr.  Kern  has  a  way  freight.  We 
are  sorry  tolloae  so  worthy  a  Sister  and  will  be 
2 lad  to  see  her  in  the  Lodge  room  any  time.  Come 
op  some  time  and  see  how  we  get  along. 

Ijam  sorry  thelyear  is  nearly  gone,  aa  we  dislike 
to  lose  any  of  onr  officers.  They  have  all  been 
very  satisfactory  and  faithful,  especially  onr  Pres- 
ident; she  is  such  a  little  busy  body.  Let  ns  all. 
who  can,  attend  the  meetings  as  often  as  possible, 
and  do  allLwe  can  to  treat  each  one  alike:  then 
there  willibe  no  hard  feelings.  Christ  said,  "who- 
soever is  not  for  me  is  against  me."  There  are 
only  two  ways,  either  for  or  against,  so  if  we  could 
just  as  well  as  not  attend  meetings  and  do  not  do 
so.  we  break  our  solemn  vows. 

Sisters,  we  are  at  the  close  of  another  year,  and 
as  we  look  into  the  next,  may  we  resolve  to  be 
more  faithful  and  efficient  members.  Wishing  all 
a  Merry  Christmas  and  a< Happy  New  Year. 

Preeport.  III.  Mrs.  S.  B.  Mabey. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

While  Auxiliary  47  does  not  report  any  material 
increase  in  numbers  during  the  past  month,  yet 
we  look  upon  our  present  condition  as  somewhat 
improved,  and  feel  muchiencouraged.  In  review- 
ing the  year,  we  have  abundant  reason  to  praise 
God.  and  go  forward.  Another  year  will  soon  be 
gone:  all  that  we  have  done  of  good  or  ill  cannot  be 
recalled.  O.  hours  misspent  and  wasted!  How 
we  wish  we  could  live  them  over  again.  O.  how 
many  of  these  upon  the  record  of  our  past !  How 
many  golden  opportunities  we  have  passed  unim- 
proved. We  sleep,  but  the  loom  of  life  never 
stops:  and  the  pattern  which  we  were  weaving 
when  the  sun  went  downlis  weaving  when  it  comes 
np  tomorrow. 

Our  average  attendance  during  the  year  has 
been  very  creditable.  Sisters  Clay  and  Leonard 
attended  the  School  of  J  ns  traction,  held  at  Elmira 
N.  Y„  Sept.  17. 18  and  19.  and  were  much  pleased 
and  benefited  by  going  there.  The  one  which  was 
held  at  Cumberland.  Maryland.  Nov.  21.  22  and  23. 
we!received  an  invitation  to  be  present,  also,  but 
regret  to  say  not  any  of  our  Sisters  were  there. 
Our  Secretary.  Sister  Adams,  has  made  the  last 
payment  on  onr  piano.  Sister  Enders  has  been 
onripianist  during  the  past  year.  We  feel  confi- 
dent in  saying  that  her  services  have  been  much 
appreciated,  and  hope  she  may  fill  the  same  posi- 
tion during  the  coming  year. 

Our  annual  election  took  place  December  4th. 
There  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  all  work  to- 
gether, during  the  coming  year,  in  love  and  har- 
mony. 

Sister  Nolte  has  been  on  the  sick  list.  At  our 
last  meeting  she  was  somewhat  improved.  We 
hope  for  her  speedy  recovery. 

Auxiliary  47  sends  their  New  Year's  greetings  to 
all  Brothers  and  Sisters,  and  may  the  year  1902  ever 
live  with  us  all,  a  beauti'fnl  page  in  the  book  of 
memory.  I  rbnb  V.  Po  ffbnb  e  rge  e. 

Harrisburg.  Penn. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Auxiliary  126  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  last 
news  I  wrote  (?).  Fearing  I  will  lose  my  job  will 
write  a  few  words  more.  Our  meetings  were  very 
well  attended  during  the  very  hot  weather.  Now 


the  weather  is  cool.  Sisters,  all  come  oat  mad  kelp 
to  make  onr  Auxiliary  interesting.  Two  new 
members  were  initiated  at  our  last  meeting  and 
we  had  two  visitors.  Mrs.  Qoodspeed.  of  Auxiliary 
85,  and  Mrs.  Van  Dyke,  of  Auxiliary  142.  After 
meeting  all  went  to  Bachman's  Cafe  and  had  some- 
thing good  to  eat.  Having  sickness  in  my  family. 
I  was  unable  to  attend.  It  makes  me  hungry  yet 
to  think  of  it  On  April  26  Sister  Shipp,  of  Kansas 
City,  inspected  our  Auxiliary.  I  fear  she  found  ns 
rather  dull.  On  May  29  Auxiliary  142  invited  ns  to 
spend  the  day  with  them.  Fourteen  of  us  went. 
To  say  we  had  a  good  time  does  not  begin  to  tell 
it.  The  Sisters  of  Auxiliary  142  know  how  to  en- 
tertain royally.  We  thank  the  Sisters  for  their 
kindness,  for  it  will  be  a  day  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  those  who  were  there. 

We  regret  very  much  to  note  Sister  Fletcher's 
husband  is  sick  and  we  hope  for  his  speedy  re- 
covery. Last  month  Sister  Johns  entertained  us 
at  tea.  All  had  a  very  enjoyable  time.  Your 
humble  servant  has  to  entertain  this  month.  I 
have  the  soup  bone  boiling  already.  I  will 
turn  the  psn  over  to  my  successor,  whom  I  hope 
will  do  a  little  better.  M as.  D.  N.  Myers. 

Ft.  Scott.  Kan. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Alone,  with  naught  to  break  the  silence  of  the 
lonely  afternoon  save  the  wind  as  it  whistles 
through  the  trees  and  makes  us  shudder  with  fear 
aswetbinkof  our  dear  ones  who  are  endangering 
their  lives  for  our  sake,  as  they  climb  over  cars 
and  run  here  and  there  throwing  switches  and 
making  couplings  lu  the  dark  and  storm,  while  we 
are  safe  at  home.  But  such  is  the  life  of  a  railroad 
man. 

Where  could  a  braver  class  of  men  be  found? 
Talk  of  soldiers  who  fought  so  bravely  for  their 
country:  was  that  for  long?  No,  a  few  short  year  s 
and  war  ends.  Of  course  they  faced  duty  and 
death  like  noble  heroes,  and  very  many  of  them 
fell  in  the  noble  cause:  but  our  brave  boys  face 
death  day  after  day  and  year  after  year,  and.  alas, 
many,  very  many  of  them  meet  it.  Oh.  to  think  of 
a  dear  one  being  brought  home  crushed  beyond 
recognition.  Yet  this  is  a  common  occurrence, 
and  who  knows  what  hour  we  shall  be  called  upon 
to  bear  the  same  burden?  And  the  idea  that  some 
people  entertain  regarding  railroad  men:  why. 
some  think  it  impossible  for  a  railroad  man  to  be 
a  christian,  but  here  very  little  they  know  about 
it.  A  railroad  man  has  a  great  many  temptations 
to  lead  him  astray,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  truer 
hearts  never  beat  than  those  under  the  dirty 
blouse,  and  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  when  the 
cares  and  toils  of  this  life  are  o'er  and  we  are 
called  to  our  heavenly  home  we  shall  find  that 
heaven  contains  as  many  railroad  men  as  any  one 
class  of  men  that  earth  so  highly  esteems. 

I  am  glad  to  note-that  in  the  last  few  years  the 
railroad  men  are  coming  more  to  the  front  and  are 
looked  upon  with  more  honor  than  they  formerly 
were.  People  are  beginning  to  realise  their  true 
position  in  life,  and  I  think  the  greatest  part  of 
this  is  due  to  the  noble  orders  that  have  been  or- 
ganised over  a  number  of  states,  and  moreover.  I 
think  every  railroad  man  should  have  a  true  and 
loving  wife. 

Digitized  by  VjOOg  IC 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


931 


Now  a  few  words  In  behalf  of  Division  329,  of 
which  my  husband  is  a  member.  This  Division 
contains  as  brave  and  noble  a  lot  of  boys  as  ever 
ran  a  train,  although  I  do  not  know  much  about 
the  Division,  as  my  husband  has  Sunday  in  Jack- 
son. Ohio,  and  does  not  set  to  attend  Division  very 
often.  Trusting:  that  God's  ever  watchful  eye  will 
ever  be  o'er  our  brave  boys. 

Springfield.  O.  M  as.  H .  A.  Row  land. 

Kdltor  Railway  Conductor 

The  winter  months  are  here  and  we  are  again 
close  on  to  our  election  of  officers,  and  the  faith- 
ful and  patient  corps  who  have  filled  the  chairs 
during  the  past  year  and  did  justice  to  the  Order 
of  the  L.  A.  will  urge  all  mem  bars  to  make  an 
effort  to  be  present  for  the  election.  Good,  earn- 
est, active,  punctual  women  are  the  ones  to  fill  the 
highest  offices  in-  our  Auxiliary,  and  it  takes  the 
floor  members  to  put  them  in  the  chairs.  Our 
President  must  hold  the  dignity  of  ber  office  and 
govern  her  members  also:  and  our  choice  should 
be  made  thoughtfully,  and  then  she  must  be  sup- 
ported accordingly  by  those  who  put  her  there. 
This  must  be  done  to  make  the  year  just  coming 
In  one  of  promise  and  success.  Time  flies,  and  we 
cannot  always  live,  so  we  should  use  our  influence 
for  good  at  all  times,  and  especially  in  our  noble 
Auxiliary  work.  Why  would  there  be  an  L.  A.  to 
O.  R.  C  if  it  were  not  to  benefit  the  work  of  the 
O.  R.  C?  Let  this  coming  year  be  one  that  will 
count,  and  also  tell  for  itself  throughout  the  states 
of  the  Union. 

Sister  Sherman  is  mourning  the  loss  of  a  sister 
who  was  killed  by  an  accident  in  Pittsburg.  Sister 
Grove  is  improving  slowly.  Sister  Sanders  has  a 
new  baby  boy.  which  is  fine,  and  father  and  mother 
may  well  be  proud  of  it.  We  are  still  looking  for  the 
mothers  to  bring  their  babies  to  Auxiliary  meet- 
ing before  they  get  too  old.  We  anticipate  a  baby 
day  at  No.  88.  We  will  have  fo  stir  some  of  the 
old  members  out:  they  are  not  so  punctual  as  they 
used  to  be.  Some  are  insured  members  and  we 
need  them  present  to  help  tell  what  a  good  thing 
this  insurance  is  to  the  Sisters  who  are  not  over 
55  years  old.  The  social  held  at  Sister  Fife's  was 
very  gratifying  in  its  results.  Our  Auxiliary  was 
visited  in  October  by  the  District  Inspector,  Sister 
Rlnehard,  Sister  St.  Myer.  Sister  Ody  and  a  couple 
of  other  Sisters,  whose  names  I  did  not  learn.  All 
the  visitors  came  from  Auxiliary  No.  9,  of  Pitts- 
burg. No.  88  enjoyed  their  visit  very  much.  I 


happened  to  be  out  of  the  city  on  that  meeting 
day.  I  am  sorry,  for  we  are.  so  closely  banded 
together  that  you  miss  a  great  deal  if  absent  when 
Sisters  visit  your  Auxiliary.  But  come  often 
Sisters.  As  this  is  my  last  letter  to  The  Conduc- 
tor, hoping  all  Sisters  may  be  fraught  with  inter- 
est in  Auxiliary  work  during  the  coming  year. 
Altoona.  Pa.  Mary  M.  McCurdy. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

I  know  that  the  members  of  Auxiliary  No.  97 
have  a  desire  to  be  beard  from,  and  that  there  are 
many  who  deserve  a  very  special  mention  for  the 
interest  and  the  trouble  ithey  have  taken  to  make 
our  Order  a  successful  one. 

I  think  first  on  this  list  comes  our  President.  Sis- 
ter Hattie  Reynolds,  from  Riverside.  111.,  who  has 
only  been  absent  one  meeting  duriug  the  year,  and 
that  was  caused  by  the  serious  illness  of  one  of  her 
children,  and  who  has  won  all  our  hearts  by  her 
sweet,  dignified  manner  while  presiding  at  the 
meetings.  Next  on  this  list  comes  our  out-of-town 
members.  Sister  Lillian  Ward  lives  in  Porreston. 
about  100  miles  from  Aurora,  and  is  rarely  absent. 
Sister  Anna  Reiser  of  Downer's  Grove,  wbile  one 
of  our  youngest  members,  has  proved  to  be  one  of 
our  best.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  she  pre- 
sented our  retiring  President.  Sister  May  Chit- 
tenden, with  a  band-painted  plate,  and  later  in  the 
season  she  gave  our  Auxiliary  a  band-painted 
chop  plate,  from  whicb  we  realized  $20.20. 

1  think  our  Secretary.  Sister  Sadie  Trahy  .should 
also  have  honorable  mention, as  baving  been  neith- 
er tardy  or  absent  through  the  year.  I  sincerely 
wish  I  could  say  the  same  of  all  our  members,  but 
alas,  and  alas! 

We  have  been  very  quiet  this  year.  There  were 
fifteen  from  Aurora  who  attended  that  splendid 
convention  at  St.  Paul,  and  after  that  the  hot 
weather  came  on  and  we  lost  our  energy  and  have 
hardly  recovered  it  yet.  We  had  a  little  picnic 
this  summer  and  we  gave  our  Past  President.  Sis- 
ter May  Chittenden,  a  house  warming  when  she 
moved  into  her  beautiful  new  home,  and  that  is 
about  all  the  entertainments  we  have  had.  We 
hope  during  the  winter  season  to  gain  new  life  that 
will  strengthen  the  bond  of  love  and  good  fellow- 
ship that  I  know  exists  among  all  our  members 
and  we  try  to  live  up  to  the  admonition.  "May  we 
be  to  others'  faults  a  little  blind,  and  to  their  vir- 
tues ever  kind."  Hattie  M.  Lindsay. 

Aurora.  111. 


PAY  OFF  WIGHT. 


BY  IDA  YOUNG. 


Waiting  at  the  station, 

Young  and  old  alike: 
Chatting  while  awaiting  . 

'Till  the  pay  car  comes  in  sight 

When  they  get  their  money— 

Away  with  happy  stride 
Bach  one  hurries  homeward 

To  bis  happy  fireside. 

Young  men  think  of  mothers 

Andluppy  faces bright. 
Husband  of  the  helpmeet 

When  the  pay  car  comes  in  sight 


Brothers,  do  your  duty 
.  For  it  is  only  right: 
And  may  your  lives  run  smoothly 
'Till  the  final  pay-off  night. 

When  you're  called  to  heaven 

From  this  earth  below 
And  you  sign  the  pay  roll 

May  your  spirit  go 

To  that  land  of  sunshine 
Where  there  Is  no  night 

New  more  awaiting     .   .i  ^ 
'Till  the  pay  car  comes  in  sight 
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Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  desire  to  call  tbe  attention  of  the  members  of 
the  Order,  and  more  especially  of  those  Brothers 
in  the  eastern  and  middle  states,  to  an  important 
matter  which  will  come  before  our  national  legis- 
lature at  its  next  session. 

The  Geary  Chinese  exclusion  act  expires  next 
May.  and  every  man  who  works  for  a  living:, 
whether  a  member  of  a  labor  organization  or  not. 
is  vitally  interested  in  snch  legislation  as  will  re- 
sult in  are-enactment  of  that  wise  and.  to  labor, 
beneficent  measure.  While  the  evils  of  Chinese 
immigration  are  more  especialy  apparent  on  tbe 
Pacific  Coast  than  they  are  in  the  Atlantic  and 
middle  west  states,  yet  the  slightest  encourage- 
ment to  this,  the  least  desirable  of  all  immigrants, 
would  set  them  coming  to  tbis  country  in  swarms, 
to  tbe  detriment  of  tbe  working  man  everywhere. 
Even  under  tbe  provisions  of  the  Geary  Act.  it 
seems  impossible  to  keep  this  wily  Asiatic  out  of 
the  country.  And  all  along  tbe  borders  of  tbis 
country,  in  Canada  and  in  Mexico,  there  are  thous- 
ands of  them  awaiting  their  opportunity  to  slip  by 
z  the  government  officials,  no  matter  how  alert  and 
watchful  they  may  be.  and  once  in.  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  catch  and  dtport  them.  No  matter 
what  the  precautions,  the  number  of  celestials 
continues  to  increase,  each  and  every  one  a  men- 
ace to  fairlv  paid  labor. 

With  powerful  companies  guaranteeing  their 
entry  to  the  United  States  for  }.<\0  a  bead  and  with 
no  form  cf  punishment  worse  than  a  free  ride  back 
to  China  in  the  event  of  an  accidental  detection,  is 
it  any  wonder  that  the  present  barriers  are  insuffi- 
cient to  keep  out  "tbe  yellow  spectre?"  If  this 
deadly  competition  to  frte  labor  is  increasing  de- 
spite the  precautions  of  the  government  and  tbe 
restrictions  of  the  Kxclusion  Act.  imagine  what  a 
holocaust  to  labor  it  would  be  if  the  bars  were  let 
down  entirely.  And  yet  there  is  every  evidence 
hat  certain  so-called  commercial  interests  in  the 
Eastern  States  are  preparing  to  do  this  very 
thing. 

With  the  Geary  Act  expiring  in  May.  1901'.  there 
is  none  too  much  time  for  organized  effort  toward 
securing  either  re-enactment  of  that  Act  or  some 
still  more  stringent  measure.  And  the  statement 
that  the  trade  of  China  is  to  be  secured  by  permit- 
ting free  ingress  to  these  coolies,  is  ridiculous.  To 
allow  tbem  an-j  more  privileges  than  they  now  en- 
joy and  abuse  would  be  too  great  a  price  to  pay  for 
any  trade  concessions  within  the  power  of  China 
to  grant,  and  we  can  reply  to  the  clamor  of  these 


commercial  interests  by  saying  that  trade  rela- 
tions with  that  country  will  be  a  matter  of  treaty 
and  tbe  United  States  vill  fare  much  the  same  as 
European  nations.  And  this  mere  opening  of  our 
ports  to  the  unrestricted  entrance  of  Chinese 
would  not  aid  the  United  States  commercially, 
while  it  would  be  a  deadly  blow  to  American  labor. 

To  those  members  of  the  Order  who  have  not 
lived  among  Chinamen,  to  "those  to  whom  the 
celestial  is  simply  an  interesting  curiosity.!  would 
say.  if.  through  the  apathy  of \  organized  labor, 
some  iron-clad  exclusion  law  fails  of  enactment, 
(and  if  such  a  law  fails  of  enactment  it  will  be  be- 
cause of  our  apathy)  there  will  cotne  a  fearful  day 
of  reckoning.  You  are  admitting  t<9  compete  with 
you.  a  non-assimilative  race  who  will  swarm  to 
our  country  attracted  by  its  prosperous  conditions. 
You  simply  invite  the  avalancbe  that  destroys 
you.  You  add  an  element  to  our  population  that 
is  lawless,  that  usually  cannot  be  reached  by  ordi- 
nary processes  of  law  and  in  every  community 
where  they  assemble  in  numbers  they  Violate  all 
the  laws  with  comparative  impunity,  all  the  way 
from  sanitation  to  murder.  I 

You  hold  out  encouragement  to  a  bosjtile  race 
that  has  within  the  past  35  years  sent  $rtlO,<»00.000  in 
gold  out  of  this  country  and  left  tbis  coastinotbing 
but  demoralized  labor  conditions.  You  a)re  mor- 
ally responsible  for  tbe  admission  of  an  element 
that  can  quickly  adapt  themselves  to  <  rdinary 
forms  of  laborand  in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve 
years  each  of  them  take  enough  back  to  (_  hina  to 
make  him  a  competency  there,  although  1  le  may 
never  receive  more  than  fifty  cents  a  da'  The 
conditions  of  that  labor  are  such  that  they  cannot 
be  lifted  up.   That  can  only  drag  down. 

The  Pacific  Coast  will  be  unanimous  in  f  avor  of 
the  re-enactment  of  this  measure,  but  judging 
from  the  reluctance  with  which  the  midc  le-west 
and  eastern  states  gave  their  assent  to  t  ais  law 
when  originally  adopted,  the  indications  c  re  that 
a  few  commercial  interests,  assisted  by  tj  le  ever 
ready  sentimentalist,  will  defeat  the  meaieure  un- 
less labor  is  awake  to  its  own  interests,  an  Id  hence 
the  urgency  of  forceful  and  immediate!  action. 
The  labor  organizations  must  take  the  leatl  in  this 
movement  to  impress  upon  our  congressional -rep- 
resentatives the  urgent  necessity  of  pronnptly  re- 
enacting  the  Chinese  Exclusion  Act.  / 

It  was  among  the  working  men  that  the/agitation 
began,  many  years  ago.  which  culminated  in  tbe 
presert  law  prohibiting-  tbe  coming  of  .coolies  to 
tbe  United  States,  and  it  is  to  organized  Habor  that 
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the  working  man  instinctively  looks  to  head  the 
crusade  against  this  deadly  competition  from 
the  Orient,  because  to  him  the  evils  of  Asiatic  im- 
migration come  directly  and  disastrously. 

In  some  unaccountable  manner  the  impression 
seems  to  prevail  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  coun- 
try that  California  and  the  Pacific  Coast  are  not  as 
violently  opposed  to  this  class  of  immigrants  as 
formerly.  There  have  been  quite  a  number  of 
distinguished  gentlemen,  headed  by  the  Chinese 
Minister.  Wu  Ting  Fang,  who  have  been  trying  to 
foster  this  impression,  and  while  that  wily  and 
talented  celestial  has  been  making  statements  in 
his  lectures  that  would  not  hold  water  a  minute  on 
this  coast,  where  the  contrary  facts  are  too  well 
known,  yet  the  coterie  of  which  he  is  the  recog- 
nized head  are  making  dangerous  headway  in  their 
strenuous  efforts  to  forestall  any  further  restrictive 
legislation  against  the  yellow  race. 

The  writer  has  accepted  an  invitation  to  attend 
the  Exclusion  Convention  to  be  held  in  San  Fran- 
cisco on  the  21st  of  November,  and  will  forward  as 
soon  as  possible  the  report  of  that  meeting,  and  in 
the  meantime  hopes  that  every  Division  of  the 
Order  will  take  prompt  action  and  formulate  a  re- 
quest upon  their  representative  in  congress  that 
will  be  strong  enough  to  open  their  eyes  to  the 
■danger  which  confronts  the  working  men  of  the 
United  States.  C.  R.  Stewart. 

San  Diego.  Calif. 

*  ■ 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

5  There  was  a  Brother  of  my  Division  elected  to 
correspond  with  The  Conductor,  but  I  have  not 
seen,  so  far.  any  production  from  his- pen.  I  am 
confined  to  my  room  with  a  mashed  foot  and  it 
came  to  me  that  I  could  drop  The  Conductor  a 
line  while  convalescing.  Division  396  is  still  on 
deck.  Our  members  are  kept  so  busy  on  the  road 
and  so  hard  at  work  that  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  conceive  any  mischief.  So  everything  is  mov- 
ing along.  We  hardly  ever  fail  to  get  a  quorum 
for  meeting,  and  a  reasonable  Interest  is  mani- 
fested for  the  good  of  the  Order.  We  have  quite  a 
number  of  O.  R.  C.  Brothers  who  are  braking: 
Many  who  are  not  known  to  me.  I  think  that 
Brothers  of  the  O  R.  C.  ought,  for  their  own  good, 
if  they  are  in  good  standing,  drop  the  Secretary  of 
the  Division  at  the  terminal  of  the  road  upon 
which  they  are  employed,  or  should  report  in  per- 
son to  him  and  leave  with  the  Secretary  name 
and  the  number  of  the  Division  to  which  they 
belong  and  place  where  they  temporarily  reside. 
If  that  was  done  by  each  Brother  the  Secretary 
would  have  a  record,  and  if  an  accident  should 
happen  the  Brother  the  Secretary  would  be  fixed 
to  render  immediate  service  to  the  Brother  as 
well  as  his  Division  and  family.  There  have  been 
Brothers  braking  on  this  road  who  have  been  hurt, 
and  they  have  not  received  the  recognition  and 
care  that  they  should  have  received,  because  they 
were  not  known.  The  Brothers  have  been  to 
blame  themselves  (but  they  most  always  blame 
others).  1  would  suggest  that  Brothers  of  the 
Order  consider,  this  matter  and  its  importance 
and  help  as  far  as  they  can  to  make  the  O.  R.  C.  a 
useful  and  helpful  affair  in  that  line.  Then  I  am 
afraid  that  many  of  our  Brothers  are  selfish  and 
do  not  take  the  interest  in  the  Brother  who  is 


braking  that  they  should.  Some  conductors  feel 
that  they  have  trouble  enough  of  their  own  and 
often  the  Brother  who  is  braking  makes  himself 
obnoxious  by  his  conduct  and  he  is  mistreated  on 
that  account.  Brothers,  this  ought  not  to  be.  but 
all  Brothers  should  contribute  as  far  as  possible  to 
help  each  other.  Here  is  hoping  my  little  letter 
will  bring  some  good  fruit.  If  it  does  I  will  write 
again.  Samuel  R.  Proud. 

Longview,  Tex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Another  grand  success  for  our  Relief  Associa- 
tion of  Division  25.  Our  third  annual  ball  was 
held  October  31.  About  one  hundred  couple  en- 
joyed themselves.  It  brought  back  young  life  to 
some  of  our  old  conductors.  Why.  you  would 
have  been  surprised  to  see  how  easy  it  was  for  them 
to  dance  to  the  lowest  strains  of  the  music  when 
they  had  such  a  hard  time  to  pass  the  eye  and  ear 
test  a  year  or  so  ago.  During  the  evening  two 
gold  watches  were  given  away  to  the  ones  holding 
the  lucky  tickets.  The  gent's  watch  was 
drawn  by  Mr.  Wiggins,  of  Utica.  (ticket  No.  1346). 
The  lady's  watch  and  chain  was  drawn  by  Mr. 
Stevens,  of  Wlnthrop.  (ticket  No.  498).  Our  Relief 
Association  took  in  about  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty five  dollars,  which  goes  down  in  their  treas- 
ury. Thanks  to  the  patrons  and  the  committee  in 
charge. 

Now.  boys,  the  next  .on  the  program  is  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  for  the  next  year.  We  want  every 
member  to  be  present  and  talk  for  himself.  Don't 
depend  on  a  few  to  do  it  all.  and  after  election 
-kick  because  they  did  not  elect  this  one  or  that 
one.  Come  up  and  do  .your  kicking  in  the  Division 
room  and  then  every  member  will  .-be  satisfied. 
You  must  remember  that  your  we  J  tare  rests,  in 
your  officers,  so  do  your  own  choosing-  Brothers 
Lock  and  Sessions  have  selected  their  partners 
for  life.  We  wish  them  long  life,  prosperity  and 
happiness.  J.  J.  Wiu-iams. 

Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Through  the  columns  of  The  Conductor  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  all  Brothers  that  the  Louisi- 
ana Purchase  Exposition  Is  now  granting  ces- 
sions to  those  applying  for  space  on  the  grounds 
at  St.  Louis,  and  I  also  wish  to  state  that  in  all  ex- 
positions, fairs- and  demonstrations  of  this  kind 
that  have  come  and  gone  that  the  railroad  men  in 
the  transportation  department  have  never  had 
any  representation  or  an  official  day.  Now. 
Brothers,  it  looks  as  if  we  should  have  had, 
as  we  help  to  handle  the  vast  throngs  that 
have  visited  at  those  places  of  amusement 
and  learning.  I  think  we  should  have  at  the 
St.  Louis  Exposition  a  building  of  our  own.  The 
cession  for  a  place.  I  assure  you,  could  easily  be 
secured,  as  the  board  of  managers  would  be  glad 
to  have  such  a  building  as  we  would  put  up  on  the 
grounds.  We  could  have  100.000  souvenirs  made  of 
silver,  about  the  size  of  the  Cal.  half  dollar  with  the 
Exposition  seal  on  one  side  and  our  emblem 
on  the  opposite  side:  also  have  a  brief  history  of 
our  Order  from  the  beginning  to  the  present  day 
with  a  brief  history  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase, 
this  to  be  in  book  form,  neatly  bound.  These  to 
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be  sold  at  the  building  and  the  proceeds  so  toward 
defraying  the  expense  of  caries  for  the  building 
and  erecting  it.  Should  the  Brothers  think  the 
plan  feasible  we  should  get  to  work  as  soon  as 
possible  and  get  a  desirable  place  on  the  grounds. 
I  hope  the  Brothers  will  concur  with  my  views  on 
this  venture.  It  would  be  an  opportunity  to  get 
acquainted  with  our  Brothers  from  all  over  the 
United  States,  and  as  this  exposition  at  St.  Louis 
will  be  the  last  of  its  kind  for  years  to  come  we 
should  not  let  this  chance  slip  by.  It  will  be  one 
of  the  grandest  productions  of  the  kind  ever  wit- 
nessed. St.  Louis  may  be  sleepy  and  slow,  but 
they  never  do  things  by  halves.  Will  we  have  the 
have  the  building  or  not  ?  Geo.  O.  B  rophy. 
Stormsburg.  Neb. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  138  held  their  annual  election  Nov.  10. 
and  we  had  quite  a  nice  attendance,  although  we 
were  expecting  much  better:  but  on  account  of 
heavy  business  on  the  road  a  great  many  were  un- 
able to  attend. 

The  Brothers  are  becoming  more  punctual  and 
prompt  in  attending  Division  meetings  and  this  is 
as  it  should  be.  Every  Brother  who  possibly  can 
should  avail  himself  of  that  opportunity.  A  good 
attendance  puts  more  spirit  and  life  in  the  Divi- 
sion and  makes  our  officers  feel  as  if  their  efforts  to 
make  everything  pleasant  and  to  have  a  good  Divi- 
sion were  appreciated.  We  do  not  believe  you 
.have  forgotten  the  road  to  the  Division  room,  and 
if  you  And  any  strange  Brother  act  as  his  pilot  and 
bring  him  along.  It  would  have  done  your  heart 
and  soul  good  to  have  been  at  meeting  Sunday  and 
seen  Brothers  Gordon  and  Anderson  and  noticed 
their  pleasant  smiles.  Come  again.  Brothers,  and 
you  will  always  find  a  hearty  welceme.  Brother 
Grim  was  also  there  and  as  jolly  as  ever.  Let  the 
good  work  go  on  and  let  us  get  closer  together, 
both  in  and  out  of  our  Order.  It  is  true  we  have 
all  done  very  well  the  past  year,  but  do  not  stop  at 
that:  let  us  see  if  we  cannot  do  better  and  make 
this  the  banner  Division  of  the  B.  &  O.  system. 
We  have  the  right  kind  of  conductors,  with  the 
right  kind  of  spirit.  I  honestly  believe,  and  I  hope 
that  we  will  all  go  out  into  the  year  1902  with  a  still 
higher  sense  of  the  direct  comforts  and  benefits 
flowing  from  membership  herein  and  a  keener 
realization  as  well  of  our  individual  responsibili- 
ties in  the  Order  and  do  all  we  can  in  assisting  our 
officers,  both  in  our  Order  and  on  the  road.  Broth* 
ers.  our  Order  will  be  what  we  make  it  as  to  its 
usefulness  and  influence,  therefore,  let  us  regulate 
it  so  that  good  will  result  from  all  our  efforts.  Let 
our  Influence  be  felt  in  the  uplifting  of  humanity. 
Our  Division  room  should  be  appreciated  and 
prised  to  such  an  extent  that  we  will  not  miss  a 
meeting  when  possible  to  attend.  Our  meetings, 
also,  will  be  what  we  make  them;  if  they  are  con- 
ducted as  we  conduct  a  train,  with  every  man  at 
his  post,  each  one  ready  to  do  his  part  and  all  work- 
ing to  the  same  end.  success  and  prosperity  will 
follow  and  good  will  be  accomplished.  Let  us  be 
attentive  to  the  regular  order  of  business  and  see 
that  all  is  done  with  order  and  dispatch.  I  would 
suggest  that  each  Brother  add  his  mite  in  expres- 
sion of  thought  and  ideas  for  the  general  good  of 
the  Order  as  well  as  his  Division  and  its  members. 


Let  us  have  a  kind  word  and  pleasant  greeting  for 
each  other.  Personally  I  feel  proud  of  the  growth 
of  Division  138  in  the  past  year  and  believe  we  can 
still  do  better  in  the  coming  year. 
Garrett.  Ind.  J.  P.  Hefficbb, 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

In  my  study  of  Brother  J.  W.  Rankin's  letter  of 
last  month  I  tried  to  look  beneath  the  surface  to 
detect  a  reason  for  his  loyalty  to  seniority.  The 
only  attempt  he  makes  to  defend  it  is  his  state- 
ment that  be  fears  his  officials  might  use  it  as  a 
cloak  to  run  in  some  fellow  ahead  of  him.  I  don't 
believe  that  I  should  consider  my  job  safe  from 
one  trip  to  another  if  I  worked  for  a  superintend- 
ent whom  I  knew  was  capable  of  such  treachery 
as  this.  At  any  rate  were  I  his  superintendent  I 
should  not  receive  such  utterances  as  much  of  a 
compliment.  Admitting  that  all  officials  are  sot 
angels.  I  believe  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  there  are 
none  who  would  be  guilty  of  bestowing  favoritism 
in  disguise  of  merit,  and  I  also  believe  that  where 
good  and  capable  men  are  available  to  run  the 
trains  on  any  system  of  railway  that  our  superin- 
tendents will  give  them  preference. 

There  is  not  that  piece  of  track  that  lays  out  of 
doors  but  some  of  you  who  read  this  letter  can  lay 
your  hands  on  men  who.  from  the  minute  they 
check  up  their  bills,  begin  to  lay  plans  for  a  little 
"shut-eye"  after  they  get  out  on  the  road.  They 
throw  their  bills  down  in  the  way  car  and  say. 
"Here.  Jim.  make  out  this  report.  Keep  your  eye 
on  the  order  board.  I'm  going  to  cock  an  eye  a 
bit."  Jim  goes  over  and  sets  out  the  cars  at  Mo- 
cha and  Java:  no  attempt  is  made  to  flag.  The 
train  is  left  unprotected,  and  if  Jim  happens  to  be 
a  bit  careless  because  of  the  double  duty  imposed 
upon  him.  he  kicks  the  car  in  to  clear  and  does  not 
attempt  to  set  a  brake  on  it  or  even  see  where  it 
has  stopped.  If  the  red  is  shown  for  orders  Jim 
has  to  walk  clear  to  the  bind  end  to  tell  his  conduc- 
tor that  they  want  him  at  the  telegraph  office  for 
orders.  Of  course  this  takes  time,  and  time  means 
money  to  the  company.  So  it  goes,  all  up  the  Hue. 
but  eventually  something  happens  that  Jim  can't 
explain,  then  the  jig  is  up.  The  conductor  lays  the 
blame  on  Jim  and  calls  him  a  lunkhead,  and  gets 
called  down  for  his  trouble— down  to  the  office, 
where  the  whole  thing  is  aired  and  both  get  time- 
Jim  for  doing  someone's  work  and  neglecting  his 
own:  the  conductor  for  negligence.  Of  oouxse  be 
gets  back  to  work  in  time,  but  it  is  the  same  old 
thing  after  a  few  trips. 

His  train  book  has  tts  back  all  broken  and -bent- 
his  figures  are  illegible,  not  because  he  cannot 
make  them  plain,  but  simply  because  he  does  not 
take  the  time  to  make  them  well:  he  closea  his  eyes 
to  defects  of  rolling  stock  because,  he  argues,  they 
have  men  paid  for  looking  after  this  work:  he  nev- 
er looks  at  a  seal,  and  if  compelled  to  do  so.  takes 
a  snap  shot  and  then  marks  if'def."  He  checks 
bis  train  with  the  same  carelessness,  depending 
entirely  upon  the  checker  for  errors  that  are  con- 
stantly arising  out  of  similarity  of  numbers  and 
initials.  Everything  goes,  to  get  out  of  the  yard, 
and  after  the  yard  limits  have  been  passed,  if  he 
makes  out  his  own  reports,  his  natural  careless- 
ness prevails  and  his  reports  looklike  the  ancient 
hieroglyphics  that  are  being  resurrected  from 
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some  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt.  If  an  order  sig- 
nal is  displayed,  he  says:  "Now.  I  wonder  wbat 
fell  he  wants,  any  bow."  and  waits  for  the  caboose 
to  draw  him  up  to  the  station.  Ten  chances  to  one 
be  will  back  his  train  up  to  deliver  his  orders  to 
his  engineer,  or.  if  he  does  accept  the  odd  chance, 
he  will  go  on  a  walk,  growling  at  the  "contamin- 
ated derelict  of  the  animal  family."  that  "hasn't 
head  enough  on  bim  to  make  a  meeting  point" 

Compare  him.  if  you  will,  my  dear  reader,  to  the 
man  who  knows  Just  where  every  car  stands  in  his 
train,  and  knows  that  he  has  a  bill  for  it.  To  the 
man  whose  every  figure  shows  care.  To  the  man 
who  checks  the  register  and  knows  what  trains  are 
in  and  tries  to  get  a  good  idea  where  those  trains 
are  that  are  not  registered.  He  figures  with  the 
dispatchers.  He  can  approximately  judge  where 
he  will  get  orders  and  is  at  the  office  when  his  train 
arrives  at  the  station  where  the  red  is  displayed. 
He  knows  what  csr  to  set  out.  because  he  is  there. 
He  knows  if  a  brake  has  been  left  set  on  it  by  hand 
or  if  the  angle  cock  has  merely  been  turned.  He 
knows  where  the  agent  wants  it.  too.  before  it  is 
left  upon  the  siding.  If  he  gets  cars  out.'  he  is 
there,  too:  and  he  cuts  them  off  right.  He  don't 
make  false  moves  nor  cover  the  ground  twice.  He 
learns  that  it  is  poor  policy  to  try  to  run  an  engine 
down  or  wear  the  patience  of  the  engineer  out  who 
is  pulling  him  by  making  three  switches  to  get  out 
two  cars.  He  knows  when  be  has  a  hot  box.  too. 
and  consequently  but  few  journals  drop  off  for 
him.  In  fact,  his  soul  is  in  bis  work,  and  it  is  man- 
ifest to  all  who  observe  him.  His  thoroughness  is 
not  long  a  stranger  to  the  office.  The  old  man 
sees  it  in  every  move  he  makes. 

Compare  this  class  of  men.  if  you  will,  to 
the  man  who  works  only  as  he  has  to 
to  perform  some  task,  and  you  can  readily 
see  what  the  hope  of  promotion  by  reward  of 
merit  will  accomplish.  I  would  not  have  you  to 
assume  from  the  foregoing  that  I  would  place  all 
men  on  seniority  roads  in  the  class  of  laggards  I 
have  described  as  my  first  character.  We  have 
ail  classes  on  all  roads:  but  on  seniority  roads  the 
man  who  has  the  natural  tact  and  energy  to  push 
to  the  front,  has  no  more  chance  than  a  blind 
goose  in  a  mill  yard.  No  man  who  is  willing  to 
compete  with  his  neighbor  is  afraid  to  pool  issues 
in  a  race  for  merit.  It  is  only  the  man  who  knows 
that  he  would  be  snowed  under  by  his  own  lazi- 
ness and  carelessness  that  hesitates. 

I  wish  all  men  who  run  trains  would  run  their 
trains  and  attend  to  their  own  work.  I  wish  every 
man  would  do  the  best  for  himself  he  could.  With 
these  two  wishes  granted  I  am  sure  that  lots  of 
the  imaginary  troubles  we  have  and  thousands  of 
the  real  ones  would  disappear.  Seniority  would 
find  no  champion  then  except  among  that  class 
who  wait  for  dead  men's  shoes.  Merit  wrongs  no 
one.  but  rewards  justly:  let  merit  prevail. 

Sedan.  Ind.  Meb.it. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

It  has  been  several  moons  since  I  have  written  a 
line  to  The  Con  doctor,  and  I  hasten  at  this  time, 
the  closing  of  the  year,  to  get  my  machine  in  mo- 
tion toward  the  headquarters  of  the  O.  R.  C.  Nov. 
24  was  our  election  day.  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
Division  262  has  a  membership  that  is  as  energetic 


and  as  hard  working  as  any  Division  in  Texas. 
Our  Auxiliary.  137.  is  also  up  inline  in  that  respect. 
I  did  not  intend  to  mention  the  ladies  in  this  letter 
-but  I  will  do  so  now  for  the  reason  that  one  of  the 
fair  members  stated  that  the  correspondent  of 
Division  282  had  lost  his  gift  of  gab.  It  appears  to 
me  that  my  dear  Sister  Mac  has  lost  hers.  Sbe  Is 
a  good  writer,  and  the  members  of  Division  glean 
The  Conductor  each  month,  in  hopes  that  an 
article  will  appear  under  her  sig. 

The  boys  on  the  Santa  Pe  are  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness, making  good  time  while  the  good  weather 
lasts.  Their  families  will  have  a  happy  time  dur- 
ing the  holidays,  at  least  I  think  so  from  the 
amount  of  money  the  men  folks  are  making. 
Brother  Cairncross  of  Division  18  has  been  ap- 
pointed trainmaster  of  the  Beaumont  division:  all 
the  members  of  the  Order  on  the  Gulf.  Colorado 
&  Santa  Pe  are  very  proud  of  his  promotion. 
Brother  Cairncross  is  a  high-toned  gentleman  in 
all  respects,  a  first-class  railroad  man  and  one  that 
will  climb  the  ladder  of  promotion  three  rungs  at 
a  time.  Success  to  you,  my  Brother. 

I  read  your  article  on  the  relief  fund  in  the  No* 
vember  Conductor.  That  is  about  the  best  thing 
I  have  read  for  some  time:  it  covers  all  the  ground 
—particularly  the  letter  from  Brother  C.  What  he 
says  strikes  home.  Every  conductor  should  read 
his  letter.  I  think  the  Relief  Fund  is  the  only 
thing  for  maimed  and  disabled  members  who  can- 
not get  action  on  their  certificates  in  a  legal  man- 
ner. Brother  C.  has  applied  time  and  again  for  bis 
insurance:  he  sadly  needed  it.  and  what  he  says  in 
his  letter  voices  the  sentiment  of  every  member  of 
the  Order  here. 

I  note  a  letter  from  a  member  of  Division  30 
asking  what  the  members  of  the  Order  think  of 
the  government  ownership  of  railroads,  telegraph 
and  telephone  lines.  He  says  he  does  not  care  to 
discuss  the  matter  politically.  I.  for  one.  know  no 
other  way  it  can  be  properly  discussed.  It  has 
been  diseussed  by  the  populists  in  Texas  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  cussed  by  all  political  organisa- 
tions, and  by  railroad  men  generally.  The  gov- 
ernment ownership  of  the  propositions  mentioned 
would  be  the  worst  thing  that  organised  labor 
ever  tackled.  It  would  mean  peonage  to  all.  A 
railroad  man  at  this  time  has  only  one  more  right 
than  a  soldier:  that  is.  to  quit  when  he  is  dissatis- 
fied. He  would  not  have  that  if  the  government 
bandied  him.  Should  he  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
lose  his  Job.  where  would  be  go  to  seek  another  in 
like  profession?  We  would  have  so  severe  a  phys- 
ical examination  that  when  he  would  reach  old 
age  that  he  could  not  go  through.  He  would  be 
holding  his  cap  in  his  hand  all  the  time  hocking 
the  "Kaiser."  He  could  not  kick  at  the  trainmas- 
ter or  the  dispatcher:  If  be  did  he  would  be  thrown 
into  prison  or  the  guard  house,  which  is  the  same 
thing.  He  could  not  have  an  opinion,  or  a  griev- 
ance committee  should  he  wish  to  have  one.  All 
our  labor  in  getting  the  classes  together  to  effect 
organization  would  be  thrown  to  the  winds.  We 
would  be  quoted  to  our  descendants  as  a  lot  that 
sold  their  birthright,  like  Esau  of  ye  olden  time. 
Railroad  men  should  hoot  the  idea  of  government 
ownership.  Let  the  farmer  advocate  that— that  is 
his  hobby.  Let  bim  ride  his  hobby.  We  will  walk 

In  the  line  that  our  forefathers  laid  down.  They 
were  as  wise  as  we  are  now.   Government  owner 
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ship  would  mean  politics.  The  average  railroad 
man  has  not  the  time  to  monkey  with  that  article: 
we  down  here  have  had  enough  of  politicians  and 
their  doings.  Romance. 
Cleburne.  Tex. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

November  Conductor  at  hand  and  am  pleased 
to  note -the  great  improvement  in  the  general  tone 
of  the  articles  in  the  Fraternal  columns,  and  also 
in  the  editorials.  "A  Clearing  of  the  Fog."  as  em- 
phasized by  the  November  issue,  should  strike 
home  to  many  that  are  following  the  avocation  of 
a  conductor:  the  conditions  that  existed  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years  ago  have  been  vastly  improved 
in  as  far  as  the  moral  of  our  conductors  is  con- 
cerned: that  is.  they  do  not  carry  it  to  the  extreme 
that  they  did  in  years  sone  by.  But  to  get  back  to 
the  keynote  as  sounded  by  the  article  referred  to. 
.The  question  of  the  honesty  of  our  conductors,  I 
am  pleased  to  note  the  fearless  expression  of  this 
truth  as  expressed  in  the  article  referred  to.  and 
also  one  that  appeared  in  the  October  Conduc- 
tor, when  we.  as  conductors,  are  brought  to  a 
Tealiziog  sense  that  honesty  in  the  conduct  of  our 
affairs  is  the  right  line  to  follow:  then  and  not  till 
then  can  we  expect  to  be  able  to  call  to  our  assist- 
ance the  entire  strength  of  our  organisation  to  as- 
sist us  in  our  days  of  trouble.  Those  of  us.  too. 
that  have  been  years  in  the  service  must  know,  if 
we  but  look  around  us.  that  those  who  are  younger 
In  the  service  are  but  looking  forward  to  the  day 
of  their  promotion,  and  if  they  secure  it  through 
our  neglect  of  duty  in  that  our  affairs  are  not  con- 
ducted honestly,  we  cannot  expect  them  to  assist 
us.  although  they  may  be  members  of  our  own  Or- 
der. Years  ago.  when  our  Order  first  came  into 
existence,  conditions  were  different  than  they  are 
now.  If  one  of  our  members  loses  out  now— if  he 
is  over  thirty  five  years  of  age— it  is  almost  im- 
possible for  him  to  again  secure  employment. 
And  there  stands  members  of  a  younger  organisa- 
tion that  are  eager  to  secure  his  position,  and  have 
no  regrets  at  his  downfall.  Now.  why  should  we 
take  the  risk  and  lose  all  and  open  the  door  to  those 
that  will  not  become  members  of  our  Order? 
There  is  a  Question  of  vital  importance  to  the 
members  of  our  Order,  and  I  believe  is  the  key 
.note  as  to  whether  we  stand  or  fall.  I  hope  every 
member  of  our  Order  will  read  the  article  and  re- 
solve as  it  says:  no  matter  what  the  temptation. 
.."don't  do  it" 

.  .  The  results  as  shown  by  the  statement  of  the  re- 
lief fund  are  very  good  indeed.  While  I  was  not 
in  accord  with  the  movement  at  the  time  it  was 
enacted  into  law  at  St.  Paul.  I  am  now  willing  to 
concede  that  it  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction 
and  hope  that  it  may  be  extended  in  its  scope  so 
that  it  will  include  all  that  may  be  worthy  and  are 
in  need  of  assistance.  If  all  of  the  brotherhoods 
would  take  up  this  question  of  establishing  pen- 
sion departments,  manage  them  themselves  and 
pay  the  pensions  out  of  funds  created  by  them- 
selves, they  would  then  indeed  be  doing. a  grand 
and  noble  work:  but  I  am  opposed  to.  and  cannot 
see  the  desirability  to  railway  employes,  of  the 
hospital  funds,  relief  associations  or  pension 
schemes  that  are  becoming  so  popular  with  rail- 
way officials.  Let  us  oppose  in  every  way  that  we 


can  the  enactment  of  such  schemes.  In  some  lo- 
calities the  engineers  are  taking  up  this  question, 
and.  I  am  sorry  to  say.  are  trying  to  establish  these 
schemes  on  lines  of  railway  where  there  has  been 
no  advances  made  by  the  company.  It  has  been 
said  that  when  a  man  becomes  a  member  of  the 
brotherhoods  it  creates  in  him  a  feeling  of  inde- 
pendence. No  such  claim  can  be  made  when  he 
becomes  a  member  of  one  of  the  relief  associa- 
tions or  pension  schemes,  whether  he  does  so  vol- 
untarily or  otherwise.  The  brotherhoods  are  co- 
operative in  their  actions  and  there  is  no  smarting 
of  socialism  or  paternalism  in  the  conduct  of  their 
affairs.  There  is  no  higher  governing  force  than 
the  members  themselves:  they  have  the  right  to 
participate  or  not:  they  are  free  and  independent 
in  control  of  their  own  affairs.  Can  we  keep  it  so? 
If  we-would.  let  us  keep  clear  of  pension  schemes 
and  relief  associations. 

One  Brother  has  a  long  article  on  the  question  of 
socialism.  Now.  speaking  of  the  independent 
spirit  that  is  brought  to  life  on  entrance  into  the 
Brotherhood,  it  is  this  same  independent  spirit 
that  should  be  left  to  every  man  to  work  out  his 
own  salvation,  that  he  has  a  right  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  labor.  He  may  accummulate  a  for- 
tune. Has  he  not  the  right  to  enjoy  that  without 
the  interference  of  any  man  or  state,  so  long  as 
he  complies  with  all  the  laws. '  Here,  again,  we 
come  in  contact  with  the  question  of  paternalism 
or  a  higher  or  controlling  force  in  the  management 
of  our  affairs.  In  reading  the  many  articles  by  this 
Brother.  I  do  not  believe  he  is  in  favor  of  relief  as- 
sociations or  pension  schemes  for  railway  em- 
ployes, yet  they  embody  all  the  features  of  social- 
ism and  paternalism.  You  may  become  *  mem- 
ber of  some  relief  association  or  pension  scheme, 
but  if  you  do.  your  rights  as  a  citizen  are  continu- 
ally being  interfered  with.  I  believe  it  is  our 
intention  of  free  government  to  give  every  man  a 
chance,  and  when  he  has  the  chance,  let  him  get 
the  benefit  of  it  The  difference  between  this 
principle  and  that  of  socialism  is  that  while  so- 
cialism wants  to  give  the  man  a  chance  in  the  first 
place,  it  proposes  to  interfere  with  it  all  the  time 
after  it  has  been  given  to  him. 

Jackson.  Mich.  Howard  Lkach. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  343  held  its  annual  election  of  officers. 
Everyone  seems  well  satisfied  with  the  choice  and 
we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  Division  343  will 
pull  through  all  right  in  1902.  or  equally  as  well  as 
in  1901.  Mr.  E.  W.  Montgomery,  being  in  waiting, 
was  brought  forward  and  given  his  trial  trip  as  an 
O.  R.  C.  He  enjoyed  it  as  much  as  the  rest  of  us. 
and  we  are  glad  to  state  that  he  is  now  a  full  fledged 
member.  Brother  Brindle  made  all  present  smile 
with  his  presence.  It  has  been  a  long  time  since 
Brother  Brindle  has  been  so  situated  that  he  could 
attend,  but  now.  as  he  is  back  on  local  passenger, 
we  trust  he  will  come  often.  I  am  unable  to  state 
when  we  will  have  our  installation  of  officers,  but 
will  try  to  notify  all  members  in  due  time.  We 
hope  each  and  every  one  will  help  us  to  make  a 
successful  regime  this  coming  year,  and  that  no 
fault  will  be  found  outside  of  the  Division  room. 
Come  up.  Brothers,  and  make  your  spoil  behind 
two  locked  doors,  guarded  by  two  sturdy  and  trusty 
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sentinels.  We  feel  that  you  can  be.  made  to  enjoy 
yourselves  if  yon  will  only  come.  Every  meeting: 
has  plenty  of  Order  news  for  you  to  hear.  Take  the 
monthly  circular  from  the  G.  C.  C— it  is  full  of 
news  and  interest  to  us  all  and  should  be  read  or 
heard  by  all  members,  as  that  is  what  they  are 
gotten  up  for— simply  for  our  information.  Busi- 
ness on  this  part  of  the  great  Rock  Island  Route  is 
good  and  has  been:  but  with  good  business  comes 
big  engines,  and  we  are  getting  a  host  of  them 
here  now.  and  you  all  know  what  that  means. 
Fairbury.  Nebr.  V.  H.  Hagelbakger. 

.  4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

We  had  a  little  difficulty.  Kind  of  run  up  against 
a  lap  order  at  our  meeting  on  the  23rd  of  Octo- 
ber. We  signed  our  call  book  all'  right  at  about 
6:45. p.  m..  for  our  regular  run  at  7:30.  and  the  caller 
gave  us  plenty  of  time.,  We  found  -everything  all 
o.  k..  tail  lights  in  proper  trim,  etc..  and  after  we 
had  coupled  up  and  tried  the  air.  the. high  ball  was 
driven  by  Chief  Pro  Tern  Cunningham.  Brother 
Boucher,  our  worthy  Chief,  being  absent. .  We 
pulled  out  on  the  main  line*  and  rolled  over  the 
Tegular  order  of  business  right  on  time,  and  were 
in  sight  of  the  end  of  the  line,  and  about  ready  to 
get  off  our  dusty  clothes,  when  we  got  a  signal 
from  the  inside  sentinel,  wanting  to  know  "why 
the  outside  sentinel  wasn't  'tending  to  duty:" 
That  there  was  something  running  hot  somewhere 
and  he  began  "swinging  'em  down."  Well,  of 
course,  we  put  the  air  under  'em  from  the  fear, 
brought  'em  to  a  stop,  and  investigated  the  matter. 
We  looked  around  a  little,  and.  well  1  There  was 
the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  in  full  force,  and  each  one  of 
them  had  their  arms  fnll  of  something  good  to  eat 
and  drink,  and  as  we  had  had  a.  bard,  long  run  we 
were  only  too  glad  to  forgive  them  for  flagging  ns 
on  the  main  line.  Well,  we  just  got  in  to  clear, 
flame  as  though  you  were  meeting  the  general 
manager's  special,  and  we  did  so  with  a  hearty 
good  will.  After  we  got  into  clear,  the  flag  was 
■called  in  and  reprimanded  a  little  for  not  watchin' 
'  ant  a  little  closer.  He  said  he  would  not  have  let 
it  happen,  but  they  had  a  "key  to  the  gate."  We 
opened  vp  the  doors  and  welcomed  the  Sisters, 
and  immediately  the  festivities  began.  We  had  a 
great  time  dancing,  games,  music,  etc.  The  danc- 
ing being  indulged  in  by  both  young  and  old  to  the 
delightful  strains  of  music  rendered  by  Sister 
Boucher.  The  cake  walk  was  danced,  and  was  very 
artistically  rendeied  by  Sister  Chapman  and 
Brother  Aber.  Sis\er  Pugat  and  Brother  Cunning- 
ham bringing  up  the  rear  with  funny  antics  which 
brought  down  the  house.  The  Presbyterian  dance 
was  danced,  and  was.  hugely  enjoyed,  and  Brother 
Chapman  was  right  in  it',  until  finally  "set  out"  on 
account  of  'over  tonnage.  He  said:  "  'Tain't  fair, 
-the  kid  run  around  me."  Card  games  were  also  in 
progress,  and  were  enjoyed  by  those  who  partici- 
pated. Sister  STiger,  who  is  visiting  here  from 
Indianapolis,  together  with  others,  gave  choice  se- 
lections of  vocal  music.  Supper  was  served  then 
■under  direct  supervision  of  Sisters  Hill.  Whltford. 
West,  Gaus.  Porkner,  Cunningham,  Scudder, 
Jones,  HanforcVand  Pritchet—  and  what  a  spread 
they set.  andhow  we  enjoyed  it !  Brother  Fugate 
camrflagging  in  On  short  time,  and  was  asked  to 
make  out  a  delay,  which  he  did.  and  was  allowed 


to  "bead  in"  with  the  rest  of  us,  taking  his  seat  at 
one  of  the  tables  already  groaning  under  the 
weight  of  goodies  piled  upon  it.  Of  course  we  all 
knew  Bill's  appetite,  and  he  made  up  for  lost  time. 
Brother  West,  sitting  at  the  same  table,  being  oc- 
casionally told  to  keep  into  clear  or  he  would  get 
cornered.  However,  they  both  seemed  to  be  pret- 
ty well  filled  up  when  they  left  the  table.  Surely 
it  was  an  enjoyable  night,  and  all  were  pleased.  We 
heartily  thank  the  ladies  for  their  enjoyable  sur- 
prise, and  trust  that  sometime  in  the  near  future 
we  may  be  able  to  get  even. 

We  are  pleased  to  say  that  our  Division  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  Good  membership  and 
members  coming  in  by  transfer,  and  "along  the 
regular  route."  Now,  we  can  see  the  semaphore 
clear,  and  will  pull  into  the  terminal,  take  in  our 
markers,  and  turn  in.  Rachel. 

E.  Las  Vegas.  N.  M. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 
Division  113  held  its  annual  election  Sunday. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  the  ravages  of  time,  or  some 
other  grim  obstacle,  is  telling  on  some  of  our  mem- 
bers, as  we  do  not  see  their  faces  at  Division.  Still 
we  can  report  advancement  in  membership  and 
interest,  and  our  officers  believe  in  living  up  to 
the  letter  as  well  as  having  the  name.  Our  watch- 
word is  not  defiance:  we  aim  to  elevate  mankind. 
As  the  old  year  is  fast  passing  into  the  ages,  we 
thank  our  officers  who  are  going  out  with  it  for 
services  rendered,  and  trust  the  same  fraternal 
spirit  may  stay  with  them  to  the  end. 

Our  arrangement  committee  wishes  me  to  an- 
nounce that  we  will  be  pleased  to  have  every 
Grand  Lodge  Officer  and  all  our  friends  attend  our 
sixteenth  annual  ball  to  be  held  in  Central  Park 
Hall.  Lake  and  Francisco  Streets.  Chicago.  111.. 
Friday  evening.  December  20th.     G.  W.  Booth. 

Ch'icago.  111. 

JOINT  COMMITTEES  OF  ADJUSTMENT 

of  the  O.  E.  C.  and  B.  B.  T.  for  the  Illinois 
Central  BaUroad. 

[See  following  page.] 
1  J.  J.  Collins.  B.  R.  T.:  2  F.  E.  Lucas.  B.  R.  T.: 
3  H.  C.  Barker.  B.  R.  T.;  4  F.  O.  Kenison/  B.  R.  Tj 
5  E.  M.  Moales,  O.  R.  C;  6  J.  E.  Youngblood.  O.  R. 
C:  7  F.  M.  Hall.  B.  R.  T.:  8 1.  L.  Anderson.  B.  R.  T.: 
9  J.  D.  Anderson.  O.  R.  C  :  10  L.  W.  Deeds.  B.  R.  T.; 

II  W.  R.  Harris.  O.  R.  C:  12  J.  N.  Abbott.  O.  R.  C: 
13  D.  B.  Johnson.  O.  R.  C:  14  A.  D.  Hart.  O.  R.  C: 
15  J.  S.  Milan.  B.  R.  T.;  16  L.  V.  Combs.  O.  R.  C; 
17  G.  O.  Miller.  O.  R.  C:  18  W.  S.  Williams.  O.  R.  C: 
19  J.  J.  Conway.  O.  R.  C:  20 1.  W.  McCann.  O.  R.  C: 
21  G.  L.  Jones.  B  R.  T.;22  W.  R.  Tilford,  B.  R.  T.: 
23  F.  H.  Cogswell.  O.  R.  C.{  24  H.  C.  Wood.  B.  R.  T.; 
25  T.  M.  McCaul.  O.  R.  C  :  26  J.  C.  Turner.  O.  R.  C; 

27  J.  M.  Borders.  O.  R.  C:  28  J.  A.  McGonagle.  O.  / 
R.  C.:29C.  E.  Maxwell.  B.  R.  T.:30  J.  H.  Barnett. 
B.  R.  T.:  31  U.  S.  Phipps.  B.  R.  T.;  32  G.  Wagoner. 
B.  R.  T.:  33  C.  H.  Wrlghte.  O.  R.  C:  34  C.  H. 
Shafer.  O.  R.  C;  35  J.  S.  Coy.  B.  R.  T.;  36  K.  A.  Jones. 
B.  R.  T  :  37  F.  R.  Mitchell.  B.  R.  T.:  38  W.  T.  An- 
derson. O.  R.  C:  39  W.  H.  Devlin.  O.  R.  C:  40  C.  E. 
Downey.  B.  R.  T.;  41  D.  J."  Tierney.  O.  R.  C:  42  J;  T. 
Hogan.  B.  R.  T. 
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Ml  tor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  fall  state  elections  have  been  held  and  the 
returns  show  an  enormous  increase  in  the  vote  of 
the  advocates  of  public  ownership  of  all  public 
atilities. 

The  theory  of  public  ownership  is  staining 
ground  so  fast  that  it  will  be  but  a  few  years  be- 
fore we  will  have  become  a  majority  of  the  voters 
and  our  system  will  be  put  into  full  operation. 
The  passing  of  the  state  elections,  however, 
should  not  cause  us  to  abate  one  iota  of  our  inter- 
est in  socialistic  ideas,  but  we  should  carry  these 
ideas  into  our  municipal  and  town  elections  which 
are  to  follow  shortly.  Public  ownership  of  coal 
yards,  wood  yards,  ice  business,  street  car  sys- 
tems, etc..  should  be  urged  at  city  or  town  elec- 
tions with  all  possible  vigor.  The  acquirement  of 
these  public  necessities  by  the  people  would  mean 
that  we  all  would  be  able  to  get  these  commodities 
at  cost  and  the  employes  engaged  in  these  differ- 
ent industries  would  naturally  receive  the  better 
conditions  that  always  follow  public  employment 
as  compared  with  private  service.  The  trust  mag- 
nates and  owners  of  monopolies  are  showing  us 
the  advantages  of  co-operation  and  combination 
and  it  behooves  us  to  profit  by  this  teaching,  by 
cooperatively  and  collectively,  in  our  public  ca- 
pacity, acquiring  and  operating  these  industries 
for  the  benefit  of  all  instead  of  for  the  private 
profit  of  a  few. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  public  ownership  of  (for 
example)  Just  one  industry,  the  coal  business, 
would  result  in  a  great  reduction  in  the  price  of 
coal  to  the  people,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
miners  and  others  engaged  in  the  productions  of 
coal,  would  have  their  wages  increased  to  some- 
thing near  a  living  standard.  Almost  everyone 
knows  that  the  coal  miners  are  practically  the 
poorest  paid  class  of  workingmen  in  the  country, 
and  they  are  engaged  in  the  most  dangerous  work. 
We  all  see  how  the  elimination  of  competition  in 
the  railroad  business  is  resulting  in  a  large  in- 
crease of  profits  to  the  railroad  magnates.  Now 
socialism  wishes  to  simply  change  the  system  so 
that  the  public  will  get  these  benefits  instead  of  a 
small  ring  of  men.  who  will,  if  things  are  allowed 
to  go  on.  absolutely  control  every  industry  in  the 
country  in  a  short  time. 

The  opponents  of  public  ownership  always  in- 
clude the  idea  of  competition  in  their  argument 
against  us.  but  the  owners  of  these  large  corpora- 
tions are  showing  that  they  mean  to  de  away  with 
competition.  Some  years  ago,  in  an  argument 
with  the  executive  of  one  of  the  railroad  brother- 
hoods upon  this  question,  he  maintained  that  pub- 
lic ownership  would  do  away' with  competition, 
and  thus  a  large  number  of  trains  would  be  with- 
drawn, letting  out  a  number  of  train  bands,  etc.  I 
claimed  that  public  ownership  would  result  in 
a  reduction  of  mileage  sad » aw  an-  of  labor  for 
those  employed. 

New  we  see  that  private  combination  of  rail- 
roads is  doing  the  very  thing  that  he  claimed  pub- 
lic ownership  would  do.  I  know  in  New  York 
State  and  the  New  England  States  that  these 
private  combinations  of  railroads  have  always 
resulted  in  redncing  the  number  of  competing 
trains  and  almost  invariably  added  mileage  or 
hours  of  labor  to  the  day's  work  of  the  employes. 


Ask  any  employe  of  the  New  York  Central,  West 
Shore.  R.  W.  ft  O..  Mohawk  ft  Malone.  Pall  Brook. 
Boston  ft  Albany  combinations,  or  of  the  Boston 
ft  Maine.  Eastern.  Boston  ft  Lowell.  Fitchburg, 
Conn.  River.  Mass.  Central.  Concord  ft  Montreal 
combination,  or  of  the  N.  Y..  N.  H.  ft  H..  New 
England.  Old  Colony.  Boston  ft  Providence.  N.  Y., 
Prov.  ft  Boston.  Naugatuck-Housatonic  combina- 
tion if  these  are  not  facts. 

It  is  useless  to  try  to  stop  combination,  bnt  we 
can  and  must,  for  the  preservation  of  our  own  and 
our  children's  rights,  work  for,  urge,  and  bring 
about  the  adoption  of  the  idea  of  public  owner- 
ship, not  only  to  the  railroads  but  to  all  public  in- 
dustries and  necessities  of  every  nature.  A  pecu- 
liar fact  about  the  opponents  of  public  ownership 
and  socialistic  theories  is.  that  some  of  the  most 
vigorous  of  those  who  are  against  it  are  men  who 
are  themselves  employed  by  the  people's  govern- 
ment. I  know  for  a  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
post  office  employes,  while  acknowledging  the 
practicability  and  benefits  of  the  people  employ- 
ing them,  they  unreasonably  oppose  the  extension 
of  the  idea  of  public  employment  to  men  engaged 
in  other  industries  equally  as  necessary  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people  as  the  post  office.  And  what 
is  true  of  a  large  number  of  post  office  employes 
Is  true  In  regard  to  the  employes  of  other  govern- 
ment departments:  they  Inconsistently  rave  about 
the  danger  of  putting  the  employes  of  railroads, 
telegraphs,  telephones  and  other  necessary  indus- 
tries under  the  protecting  wing  of  the  public  If 
public  employment  is  so  bad.  why  are  so  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  anxious  to  secure  govern- 
ment positions  each  year?  Many  of  whom  descend 
to  questionable  and  corrupt  practices  to  enter 
into  the  service  of  the  people.  All  I  can 
say  is  this:  time,  and  a  short  time  at  that, 
will  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  those  whe 
now  advocate  the  nationalisation  of  these  large 
business  combinations  and  then  the  people  and 
more  especially  the  working  class,  will  wonder 
why  they  were  so  blind  as  not  to  see  how  practical 
it  was  long  ago. 

The  different  roads  In  this  vicinity  are  curtailing 
expenses  and  reducing  the  number  of  employes 
wherever  possible,  and  by  recent  re-arrangement 
of  service  they  have  thrown  a  large  number  of  old 
men  back  down  the  ladder  of  promotion  and  in 
many  instances  have  demanded  their  resignations 
or  discharged  them  on  account  of  age.  etc.  Mem- 
bers of  our  Division  (122)  in  common  with  mem- 
bers of  other  Divisions  in  this  vicinity,  are  feeling 
the  pernicious  effects  of  these  conditions  and  they 
are  now  awakening  to  the  fact  that,  railroads  and 
other  businesses  are  run  for  profit  and  not  for  the 
benefit  of  either  the  employes  or  the  public.  Con- 
ductors that  have  run  trains  for  twenty  years  sud- 
denly find  themselves  without  a  run  and  they  have 
to  take  the  extra  work,  go  into  a  baggage  car  or 
get  out. 

Think  it  over.  boys.  Did  you  hear  of  the  post- 
office  doing  snything  like  that  even  during  the 
hardest  of  times  during  our  last  panic?  No.  you 
did  not.  So,  for  your  own  interest  and  also  for  the 
interest  of  the  public,  at  all  times  advocate  public 
ownership. 

Freight  and  passenger  business  In  this  section 
were  never  better,  all  the  roads  doing  an  enor- 
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mous  business,  but  the  increased  nan ling  capacity 
of  engines  and  carrying  capacity  of  cars  is  break- 
ins  down  tbe  demand  for  labor  and  promotions 
are  virtually  at  a  standstill.  I  venture  to  state 
that  in  tbe  next  two  years  there  will  be  practically 
no  promotions  except  those  occasioned  by  death 
or  resignations,  and  these-  are  few  and  far  be- 
tween. 

There  is  some  talk  of  getting  a  grand  officer  cre- 
ated for  this  vicinity,  to  travel  around  with  "Auto- 
mobile" all  tbe  time  and  occasionally  orate  to  him 
and  tell  him  things  he  can  read  in  tbe  constitution. 

Brother  Belcher  is  still  laid  up  with  paralysis, 
but  is  nevertheless  as  cheerful  as  can  be  expected. 
Brother  W,  J.  Galley  bad  a  hard  time  for  a  while, 
but  has  recovered  so  as  to  eo  to  work.  Brother  J. 
J.  A.  Mclsaac  is  a  candidate  for  state  senator  in 
his  district. 

The  N.  Y.  C.  have  lenEthened  the  throuEh  runs 
on  the  B.  &  A.  division  so  that  the  crews  now  run 
from' Boston  to  Albany  and  return,  besides  mak- 
ing other  changes  of  a  more  or  less  disagreeable 
nature  for  the  employes  and  the  public. 

Brother  Philip  Morrison  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  his  merited  promotion  to  trainmaster  of  the  B. 
&  A.  division.  N.  Y.  C.  railroad. 

Election  of  officers  is  this  month  and.  Brothers, 
itis  our  duty  to  put  good,  earnest  workers  at  tbe 
helms  of  our  Divisions.  W.  J.  Covnk. 

Boston.  Mass. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

The  following  donations  were  received  at  the 
■Home  for  tbe  Aged  and  Disabled  Railway  Em- 
ployes for  the  month  of  October.  1901: 


NO. 
44.. 


O.  R.  C.  DIVISIONS. 

AMT.  NO. 
 $5  00  306  


NO. 
9.. 


St 

54. 


AMT. 

 WOO 

Total  $11  00 

L.  A.  TO  O.  R.  C. 
AMT,  NO. 

 $5  00  81  

  6  00  116  

 §8  "■  


Total" 


.$4100 


SUMMARY. 


B.  R.  T.  Lodges,  total...  $37  85 

B.  L.  E.  Divisions,  total   27  00 

B.  L.  P..  total   26  00 

L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T..  total   28  50 

Q.  I.  A.  to  B.  L.  E..  total   59  00 

L.  S.  to  B.  L.  P..  total  51  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No  Clue,  from  Missoula.  Mont.,  a  check  for..  $3  25 
From  estate  of  C.  J.  Flynn.  member  of  O.  R. 

C.  252,  and  a  member  of  220  B.  R.  T..  "De- 

„  ceased"   100  00 

Sale  of  tickets  for  tbe  Dr.  Mary  Bates  fair. 

at  Denver,  sold  by  B.  L.  F.  LodEe  No.  414...    2  50 

Refunded  on  Invoice  Bill  No.  414   1  75 

Hauling  hose  cart  to  fires  with  horse   1  50 

Grand  Total  Cash  $390  35 

DONATED. 

By  L.  A.  to  B.  R.  T.  No.  200.  two  comfortables:  by 
unknown,  box  groceries  and  a  box  of  books  by 
members  of  B.R.T.  91.  box  books:  by  members 
of  G.  1.  A.  to  B.  L.  E.  58.  bb'.  canned  fruit:  by  mem- 
bers oi  G.  I.  A.  to  B.  L.  E.  32.  bbl.  canned  fruit. 

G.  I.  A.  No.  1  held  their  annual  picnic  August  29. 
Receipts  published  in  former  report. 

Tbe  following  donations  were  received  at  the 
Home  for  the  month  of  November.  1901: 


o.  b.  c.  DIVISIONS. 
NO.  AMT.       NO.  AMT. 

9  $12  00      95  $12  00 

40   25  00     373   12  00 

44   10  00  — — 

Total  $71  00 


L.  A.  TO.  O.  R.  C. 


AMT. 


NO. 


AMT. 

.$5  00 
.  500 


NO. 

1  ..$  5  00 

50   5  00 

59   10  00   

Total  $30  00 

B.  of  R.  T.  LodEes  $  27  30 

B.  of  L.  E.  Divisions   21  00 

B.  of  L.  F.  LodEes   29  00 

L.  A.  to  B.  of  R.  T.  LodEes   33  60 

G.  I.  A.  to  B.  of  L.  E.  Divisions   16  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

B.  of  L.  F..  No.  94.  sale  of  tickets  for  Denver 

Fair   2  50 

HaulinE  hose  cart  to  fires,  for  city   2  00 

L.  A.  to  B.  of  R.  T..  No.  4.  proceeds  of  a  card 

party  5  00 

Ladies  of  Ottumwa.  proceeds  of  an  album 

quilt   1  20 

L.  A.  to  O.  of  R.  C.  No.  146.  disbanded,  bal- 

•  ance  in  treasury      2  80 

Interest  on  moneys  on  deposit    129  81 

B.  of  L.  E.^  No.  64.  account  of  funeral  ex- 


65  SO 
50 


pense  of  G.  E.  Pope.  

Personal— L.  Lalonae,  Escanaba,  Mich.... 

Total  cash  1  $437  21 

DONATIONS. 

L.  A.  too.  of  R.C.,  No.  10.  a  box  canned  goods. 
L.  A.  to  H.  of  K.  T  .  No  -3.  a  box  canned  goods. 
L.  A.  to  B.  of  R;  T.,  No.  202.  a  box  canned  goods. 
L.  A.  to  O  of  K,  C,  No  84.  five  boxes  containing 

canned  fruit  ard  bedciiUE. 
L.  A,  to  O,  of  R.  C.  No.  37. 25  pounds  coffee. 
L.  A.  to  B.  of  R.  TM  No.  73.  two  comfortables. 
L.  A.  to  O.  of  R.  C.  No.  116.  two  album  quilts. 
L.  A.  to  B.  of  L.  F..  No.  99.  one  albnm  quilt. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  T.B,  Watson. 
S,  &  T.  R.  R.  Men's  Home. 

Highland  Park.  111. 

v 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Division  18  has  not  yet  surrendered  her  charter 
and  her  correspondent  is  still  in  common  posses- 
sion. The  resources  of  happiness  are  open  to  us 
all.  but  we  spoil  them  through  the  notion  that 
the  secret  of  enjoyment  consists  in  the  pos- 
session of  privileges  that  in  the  very  nature  of 
the  cases  are  the  prerogatives  of  the  few.  We 
fancy  that  the  command  of  a  certain  amount  of 
money,  the  attainment  of  a  reputation,  or  the 
entree  to  privileged  circles  are  the  essentials  of  a 
happy  life.  Whereas,  the  moderate  rewards  of 
well-directed  effort,  the  devotion  of  well-tried 
friends,  and  the  consciousness  of  duty  well  done, 
these  are  not  beyond  the  reach  of  any  man  of  or- 
dinary powers.  And  the  calm  content  that  arises 
from  the  practice  of  this  way  of  life  is  the  richest 
treasure  that  life  has  to  give.  No  trust  monopo- 
lizes human  happiness.  It  is  free  to  every  one 
who  will  take  it  1 

Brothers,  there  are  none  of  you  left  out.  As 
members  of  the  Order  you  are  appointed  to  attend 
Division  meetings  regularly  and  to  visit  the  sick 
and  those  who  are  in  need  of  assistance.  At  the 
end  of  each  trip  report  to  Brothers  H.  W.  Smith. 
R.  E.  Kilpatrick  and  Ed  Gorlick.  as  they  are  ap- 
pointed to  take  charge  of  your  findinga. 

Brothers,  there  is  a  heresy  current  in  our  Divi- 
sion which  is  causing  untold  loss  of  power  for  • 
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fulness.  It  is  the  heresy  which  transfers  the 
responsibility  and  bnrden  of  service  to  those  who 
hold  office.  The  idea  of  office  is  one  that  has 
little  place  if  the  members  do  not  giro  their  sup- 
port in  every  way.  When  oar  work  of  organiza- 
tion is  carried  to  this  point  we  shall  all  be  officers. 
Service  is  not  a  matter  of  office ;  it  is  a  matter  of 
obligation.  They  who  envy  men  in  high  places  are 
much  like  the  outside  mice  who  envy  those  that 
are  in  the  trap.  J.  D.  Harkin. 

Temple.  Texas. 

Bditor  Railway  Conductor: 

A  new  era  has  dawned  upon  journalism  is  our 
Order— better  literature  is  in  demand.  Subjects 
that  concern  the  Order  and  members  as  a  whole 
are  wanted,  and  not  social  or  business  matters  of 
local  interest.  "So  mote  it  be."  As  Murat  in  last 
month's  issue  said.  "Give  us  food  for  thought."  We 
should  not  go  to  extremes  in  our  new  order  of 
things.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  aver- 
age Conductor  does  not  carry  a  diploma  from  Yale 
or  Harvard  in  bis  pocket,  therefore  correspond- 
ents should  not  make  their  articles  too  strong,  lest 
the  weak  might  not  be  enlightened.  They  should 
confine  themselves  to  the  smallest  words  possible 
and  to  subjects  that  will  be  of  interest  to  the  ma- 
jority of  our  readers. 

I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make  on  the  duties  of  a 
conductor.  As  a  preface  to  these  remarks  I  de- 
sire to  state  that  I  do  not  consider  myself  an  au- 
thority on  this  subject,  therefore.  I  am  subject  to 
correction.  I  will  stop  a  moment  to  dwell  upon 
the  personal  appearance  of  conductors.  Some 
freight  conductors  do  not  use  the  care  they  should 
in  their  general  appearance  while  on  duty.  There 
is  no  good  reason  why  a  conductor  should  be  as 
black  as  a  crow  when  his  caboose  contains  a  wash 
basin.  Do  not  be  afraid  to  wear  a  collar  on  duty. 
It  is  not  a  criminal  ciiense.  Of  course  I  would  not 
advise  wearing  a  dress  suit -look  neat  and  tidy  and 
notslouchy.  This  recalls  to  my  mind  an  incident 
in  my  life.  Some  years  ago.  at  a  place  where  I 
had  charge  of  the  yard.  I  had  made  it  a  custom  to 
tell  all  strangers  whom  I  met  walking  through  the 
yard,  that  it  was  against  the  rules  for  them  to 
trespass.  <  »ur  business  was  heavy  aud  I  had  been 
working  hard  and  did  not  have  time  to  get  shaved. 
One  day  a  Weary  Willie  of  the  hobo  type  that  Puck 
andJudtc  pictures,  came  strolliDg  through  the 
yard.  1  met  him  and  asked  him  where  he  was  go- 
ing. He  replied,  "to  Memphis,"  and  added,  "where 
are  you  going?"  I  did  not  reph  —my  pride  had  re- 
ceived a  fall.  He  had  taken  me  for  a  tramp.  Some 
of  the  Brothers  had  better  beware  that  they  do  not 
suffer  a  similar  case  of  mistaken  identity. 

I  will  touch  just  a  little  on  the  drinking  question. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  drunkenness  has  been  almost 
wholly  eliminated  on  railroads,  aud  great  credit  is 
due  the  railroad  men  of  the  present  day  for  such 
state  of  affairs.  What  a  contrast  to  conditions  pre- 
vailing fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago!  I  do  not  advo- 
cate total  abstinence,  but  do  advocate  a  little  more 
discretion  in  the  use  of  intoxicants.  I  am  opposed 
to  seeing  men  making  a  habit  of  frequenting  sa- 
loons. Why  not  take  it  home  and  drink  with  your 
family.  When  this  is  done  there  is  an  extremely 
remote  chance  of  drinking  too  much.  It  would  be 
cheaper.  I  will  venture  to  assert  that  most  men's 


wives  would  preferl' this  plan  than  to  have  their 
husbands  spending  their  idle  time  in  a  saloon 
shaking  the  boxllor  playing  cards  for  the  drinks. 
Recently  a  clergyman,  who  is  a  temperance  advo- 
cate, was  delivering  a  lecture  on  temperance  to 
his  congregation.  He  had  spoken  to  them  often 
before  on  the  same  subject.  Ibut  found  that  his 
words  had  no  effect  on  some  of  the  members.  Los- 
ing patience  with  these  prodigals,  he  said  to  them. 
"If  you  will  drink.Uandlmust  drink,  and  have  not 
the  moral  courage  to  (stop  drinking,  do  it  along 
economic  lines— buy  it  by  the  barrel— take  it  home 
—get  into  the  barrel  and  pickle  yourselves,  the 
same  as  onionstare  pickled." 

It  has  come  under  my  observation  ofttimes  dur- 
ing my  railway  career  the  number  of  conduc- 
tors who  are  conductors  of  their  trains  in  name 
only,  and  who  permit  their  engineers  to  dictate  to 
them.  This  is  wrong.5I  would  not  have  it  inferred 
that  I  am  prejudicedlagainst  engineers.  Par  from 
it.  Some  of  m yf most  intimate  friends  follow  that 
calling.  I  believeitbat  a  conductor  should  listen 
to  suggestions  f  romlhis  engineer,  bnt  to  act  as  his 
own  judgment  dictates  and  not  to  allow  his  en- 
gineer to  be  dictatorial  so  long  as  he  does  not  issue 
instructions[thatIconflicf.with  the  rules.  I  have  in 
mind  a  collision  which  occurred  where  I  was  work- 
ing. A  train  when  leaving  station  A,  had  time  to 
make  station  B  for  a  superior  train.  They  lost 
considerable  time  going  up  a  grade  which  they 
did  not  anticipate.  They  were  getting  close  to  the 
time  of  the  superior  train.  The  conductor  walked 
over  the  train  to  the  engine  and  told  the  engineer 
it  was  getting  close'to  the  time  of  the  other  train, 
and  the  engineer  replied  that  he  would  make  it  all 
right,  but  he  didlnotlmake  it.  and  a  collision  was 
the  result,  the  engineer  on  the  superior  train  being 
killed.  This  was  a  case  where  the  conductor  did 
not  have  the  stamina,  the  moral  courage  and  con- 
fidence in  himself  to'show  his  authority  and  com- 
pel his  engineer  to  stop  the  train  before  getting  on 
the  time  of  the  other  train,  aud  send  a  flagman 
ahead.  It  was  a  case  of  one  man,  the  engineer, 
running  the  whole  train.  None  of  us  are  infalli- 
ble. We  should  notildepend  on  our  engineer  in  the 
correct  execution  of  train  orders.  We  should  feel 
as  though  there  was  not  another  human  soul  on 
the  train  except  the  conductor.  If  the  engineer 
feels  the  same  about  himself  it  lessens  the 
chances  for  mistakes  one  half.  I  have  traveled 
from  New  York  state  to  Louisiana  on  passenger 
train,  and  will  say  that  some  passenger  conduc- 
tors depend  too  much  on  the  engineers.  Don't  act 
smart,  or  gay.  or  stubborn,  boys,  but  run  your  own 
trains,  and  by  doing  so  the  engineers  will  hold  you 
in  greater  respect,  but  aim  to  work  in  harmony 
with  them,  as  life  isitoo  short  to  be  quarreling  too 
much. 

It  frequently  occurs  that  a  conductor  or  brake- 
man  is  killed  or  injured  by  tramps  whom  they  eject 
from  their  trains.  Some  trainmen  are  too  hard  on 
strangers  who  attempt  to  beat  their  way.  They 
speak  to  them  in  a  rough  way.  1  have  never  had 
trouble  with  this  class  of  people,  as  I  always  tell 
them  in  a  kind  way  to  get  off-and  stay  off.  The 
fact  of  a  man  tramping  does  not  imply  that  he  is  a 
professional  hobo.  He  might  be  a  good  man.  out 
of  money  and  employment,  trying  to  get  to  some 
place  where  he  can  find  employment.  But.  what- 

Digitized  by  Google 


942  THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


ever  kind  of  a  tramp  he  may  be.  be  Is  human,  and 
bas  feelings  like  all  of  us.  Don't  nse  Tile  words  or 
violence  only  as  a  last  resort 

I  trastil  have  not  offended  any  one  in  my  re- 
marks, but  if  I  have  I  kindly  beg  their  pardon  in 
advance.  I  have  endeavored  to  deal  in  facts,  and 
if  they  appear  a  little  stubborn  to  some  of  the 
Brothers,  and  they  have  no  arguments  to  offer 
"forninst"  me.  try  my  prescription  and  see  if  you 
gain  in  business  health. 

I  will  in  the  near  future  give  the  readers  an  ar- 
ticle on  a  subject  that  is  perplexing  railway  man- 
agers at  the  present  time,  and  is  the  most  serious 
problem  that  has  confronted  railroads  for  many  a 
day— "The  Car  Famine."  W.  L.  Surkan. 

Middlesboro.  Ky. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

In  a  recent  issue  I  noticed  a  letter  from  one  of 
our  contributors  asking  suggestions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  editing  our  magazine.  Perhaps  I  am  wrong, 
but  it  appears  to  me.  from  what  I  have  seen  of  our 
editor's  work,  and  from  what  I  could  gain  by  com- 
parison to  other  magazines  in  the  labor  world, 
that  we  would  get  a  far  better  magazine  by  allow- 
ing Brothers  Clark  and  Anderson  to  do  it  their 
way  than  to  force  our  suggestions  upon  them.  I 
look  at  the  matter  of  editing  as  an  entirely  differ- 
ent proposition  from  running  a  train:  still  we 
might  draw  a  line  of  comparison  between  the  two 
in  so  far  as  the  effect  would  be  were  everybody 
trying  to  force  their  suggestions  upon  me,  for  in- 
stance, how  I  should  run  my  old  hump-backed  lo- 
cal. What  would  be  the  result  if  I  tried  to  run  it 
to  suit  everybody?  Why.  I  wouldn't  get  in  in  time 
for  Snnday  school,  and  you  know  it.  Tell  me 
where  I  will  find  an  experienced  conductor  who 
would  tolerate  any  such  business?  Oh.  you  say 
that's  different;  he  knows  the  run  and  how  best  to 
handle  it.  Well,  what's  the  matter  with  the  run 
that  Clark  and  Anderson  have  been  running?  Oh. 
you  are  not  satisfied  with  the  class  of  freight  they 
are  switching  out.  eh?  Well.  I'm  not  either,  but 
who  is  to  blame:  tell  me  that?  Every  year  our 
agents  dump  a  whole  mess  of  truck  on  their  plat- 
form in  the  shape  of  election  reports  that  every- 
body can  read  in  the  directory,  and  order  our  edi- 
tors to  pull  it  along.  But  those  directory  numbers 
don't  give  the  names  of  the  Outside  Sentinel  and 
Junior  Conductor,  yen  say.  What  do  a  ma- 
jority of  members  care  who  is  O.  S.  or  J.  C.  in  any 
Division? 

We.  our  correspondents,  are  to  blame  for  a 
mighty  lot  of  trashy  stuff  that  we  imagine  is  news, 
and  I  will  go  one  further  and  say,  that  having  un- 
loaded their  lot  of  old  scrap  once  a  year,  the  ma- 
jority of  us  simply  stand  out  and  give  our  editors 
the  high  ball  for  the  remaining  eleven  montha  of 
the  year.  If  you  can't  write  anything  but  election 
of  officers  and  then  try  to  overload  the  December 
and  January  numbers  with  your  "perishable  old 
scrap"  to  the  exclusion  of  good  paying  freight, 
you  had  better  keep  out.  or  else  quit  trying  to  tell 
our  editors  how  to  do  business.  I  have  no  sugges- 
tions to  make  how  they  ought  to  run  The  Conduc- 
tor. I  believe  they  are  capable  and  understand 
what  ought  to  be  done  on  the  premises  without  any 
suggestions  from  me.  I  often  wonder,  as  it  is, 
how  in  thunder  they  keep  up  the  resources  from 


which  they  draw  to  maintain  so  good  a  magazine. 
I  would  not  regulate  or  handicap  one  thing  they 
do.  but  on  the  other  hand  I  would  regulate,  even 
to  censorship  of  the  most  drastic  kind  if  I  had  the 
power,  some  Of  the  chestnuts  that  are  being; 
crammed  down  our  necks  with  the  burrs  on. 

Of  course,  those  who  want  to  see  their  names  in 
print  will  not  heed  this  letter  from  me.  Some 
persons  do  awful  things  to  become  a  figure  before 
the  public.  Let's  see  how  many  there  are. 

Deshler.  Ohio.  Jaxon. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Our  road,  as  the  readers  of  Thb  Conductor  will 
know,  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  B.  &  O.  Co.. 
and  along  with  some  changes,  business  has  increas- 
ed a  great  deal,  and,  I  am  pleased  to  chronicle,  has 
been  of  interest  to  our  Order,  being  instrumental 
in  having  promoted  three  members  of  our  Order, 
much  to  the  able  selection  of  our  officials,  and  of 
which  our  thanks  are  returned  for  the  same.  We 
were  not  afraid  to  recommend  the  Brothers,  as  they 
were  men  of  repute  who  have  met  adversities — 
something  we  all  may  meet  in  railroad  life.  We 
are  also  soon  to  lose  our  able  and  competent  gen- 
eral manager,  who  through  bis  knowledge  of  the 
railroad  Interests  has  been  promoted  since  the 
change.  I  can  safely  say  the  best  wishes  of  onr 
Division  goes  with  him  in  his  new  duties,  and  may- 
success  still  crown  his  efforts. 

As  for  our  Division,  nothing  new  can  be  said 
only  the  looking  forward  to  the  initiation  of  a 
few  new  members,  which  are  waiting  until  we  can 
find  time  to  attend  to  them. 

Our  attention  has  been  attracted  to  an  item  in 
the  November  Conductor,  where  some  Brothers 
take  objections  to  the  enactment  of  a  Relief  Fund. 
I  can  only  say  that  I  deem  it  as  wise  a  move  as  we 
could  possibly  make.  As  Brothers,  we  all  have  to 
get  old  sooner  or  later,  and  above  all.  the  chances 
we  are  at  all  times  subjected  to.  and  at  any  time 
are  liable  to  be  mained  or  killed,  and  if  so  it  will 
be  a  great  comfort  to  know  that  the  Brothers  have 
laid  away  a  few  dollars  for  our  or  his  sustenance, 
as  the  case  may  be.  Brothers,  it  la  a  necessity, 
and  the  dollars  we  contribute  to  the  cause  will 
never  be  missed  and  we  may  in  time  of  need  be 
recompensed  tenfold. 

We  are  again  about  to  embark  into  another  year, 
and  may  the  prosperity  among  our  Order  and  its 
individual  members  continue  as  it  has  done  in  the 
past  is  our  best  wishes,  and  a  Merry  Christmas 
and  a  Happy  New  Year  to  you  all. 

Lorain.  O.  J.  J.  Pollock. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor. 

Since  my  last  letter  agreat  many  changes  among: 
our  Brothers  on  the  Northern  division  and  Boston 
&  Albany  have  taken  place,  seniority  having  been 
adopted  on  the  Plymouth  division,  some  radical 
changes  have  taken  place  and  increased  mileage 
and  less  conductors  is  the  outcome.  The  Brothers 
are  earning  their  money  now.  Brother  Cuahman. 
a  good  old  timer  who  had  charge  of  the  train  in  the 
Avon  disaster,  a  member  of  Division  157.  came  up 
from  the  Cape  the  other  day.  and  the  boys  were 
glad  to  see  him.  He  had  a  narrow  escape,  and  Us 
arm  is  in  a  sling  yet.  and  his  collar  bone  is  almost 
well.  It  will  be  some  time  yet  before  he  goes  to 
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work,  as  he  got  quite  a  shaking  up.  I  see  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  conductors  have  commenced  run- 
ning through  to  Albany,  and  it  makes  quite  a 
change,  being  away  from  home  so  much;  it  ain't 
what  it  used  to  b  s— home  every  night.  I  tell  you. 
boys,  there  is  no  place  like  home.  I  see  Brother 
Burns  has  gone  to  Plymouth  and  Brother  Ballard 
to  Whitman,  and  Brothers  Osborne  and  Fitzgerald 
to  Hyarsville  on  the  Cape,  to  watch  the  sad.  sad 
sea  waves. 

Brother  Smith  tells  me  at  some  future  day  he 
expects  to  become  a  British  subject,  as  he  intends 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Canada.  Brother  Sar- 
gent made  qnite  a  hit  on  thelstock  market  the  oth- 
er day  on  the  advice  of  Brother  Smith,  and  he  is 
wearing  diamonds  now.  I  attended  the  organiz- 
ing of  Division  413  last  Sunday,  and  Brother  Wil- 
kins  was  there,  together  with  members  from  Ban- 
gor. Portland.  Fitch  burg  and  Troy,  and  they  start" 
ed  off  royally  with  a  good  membership.  I  met  a 
good  many  old  timers,  and  passed  a  pleasant  day 
in  their  company,  and  I  wish  them  the  best  of  suc- 
cess. Of  course  it  makes  quite  a  hole  in  the  mem- 
bership of  Division  157.  but  things  will  come 
around  all  right.  Brother  H.  Daniels  has  the  new 
flyer  on  the  Midland  division.  Quite  a  number  of 
boys  are  off  sick  of  grip,  which  is  quite  prevalent 
in  ihis  part  of  the  country  now.  Brother  Patter- 
son has  had  to  lay  off  again,  and  is  confined  to  his 
home.  We  shall  be  glad  to  see  him  back  on  his 
old  run  again.  Brother  Merser  has  returned  to  the 
United  States  hotel  for  the  winter.  He  has  saved 
a  dollar  for  a  rainy  day.  and  he  now  enjoys  it  after 
fifty  years  on  the  rail.  He  is  a  good  fellow,  you 
bet.  and  is  jnst  as  young  yet  as  some  of  the  boys.  I 
see  Success  says  Bay  State  Division  4!3  started  at 
the  foot  of  Bunker  Hill.  There  is  a  place  at  the 
foot  of  Bunker  Hill  that  I  should  hate  to  be  seen 
in.  although  Division  413  has  a  right  smart  of  good 
members  who  are  friends  of  mine.  Brother  Am- 
brose of  Division  157  sung  at  an  entertainment  we 
bad  in  conductors'  room  the  other  day.  by  phono- 
graph accompaniment,  a  song.  "1  Am  Out  in  the 
Rain."  He  did  well,  and  was  encored  by  the  boys 
who  never  heard  him  before.  Dick  McLook  gave 
us  an  imitation  of  Den  man  Thompson  in  Ireland, 
which  was  about  as  original  as  anything  I  ever 
heard,  and  it  was  appreciated  by  the  Brothers. 

Boston,  Mass.  Automobile. 
4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Among  the  honored  guests  who  favored  our 
Division  with  their  presence  was  Brother  Fitz- 
gerald of  Division  117.  and  I  believe  it  is  in  or- 
der to  say  for  rendering  services  with  intelligence 
and  efficiency  as  Chief  Conductor  pro  tern  during 
the  election  of  officers,  our  Brother  is  eminently, 
indeed  I  might  say  pre-eminently,  qualified  to  hold 
any  office  within  the  gift  of  our  Brothers.  Brother 
Fitzgerald's  radiant  countenance  from  time  to 
time  in  our  Division  always  affords  our  member- 
ship pleasure. 

The  office  of  Chief  Conductor  fell  to  Brother 
Evans  for  a  second  term  on  the  first  ballot,  and 
judging  from  his  work  in  the  chair  the  past  year, 
the  Division  has  made  a  wise  selection.  That  the 
Division  has  once  more  paid  honor  where  honor  is 
due.  goes  without  the  saying,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 


that  all  Brothers  will  be  loyal  to  our  worthy  chief 
by  lending  him  tbeir  presence  and  loyal  support  at 
eveiy  meeting,  if  possible.  It  is  the  earnest  wish 
of  the  writer  that  the  year  1902  will  be  as  prosper- 
ous for  Brother  E  vans'  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  Division  38  as  1901  has  been,  and  as  our  good 
Brother  is  especially  noted  for  his  volubility,  the 
meetings  for  the  ensuing  year  can  be  depended 
on  as  events  of  sweet  anticipation.  Brother  Evans 
was  absent  from  the  election  of  officers,  owing  to 
duties  on  the  road,  and  this  fact  alone  goes  to  show 
the  high  esteem  our  Chief  is  placed  in.  Several 
Conductors  were  placed  in  nomination  for  Assist- 
ant Chief  Conductor,  and  after  a  number  of  ballots 
Brother  Tidball  secured  the  prize,  and  as  the  list 
continues,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  candidates  • 
for  the  several  offices  were  selected  with  a  view  of 
their  worth  and  capabilities.  Onr  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Brother  Walker,  was  reelected. 
Brother  Walker  has  held  this  office  one  year,  and 
during  that  time  missed  only  three  meetings,  and 
that  on  account  of  illness.  Alt  the  Brothers  ap- 
preciate his  strict  attention  to  duty,  and  think  his 
name  should  go  on  a  tablet  in  the  "Hall  of  Fame." 
a  record  to  be  proud  of.  Brother  Walker.  I 
think  oar  Outside  Sentinel  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant positions  in  the  Division,  and  Brother 
Woolverton.  as  every  one  knows  in  our  Division, 
lives  up  to  the  rules  strictly.  It  was  whispered 
around  the  Division  room  that  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees and  Finance  Committee  elected  would  un- 
doubtedly sustain  the  already  well  established 
record  of  Division  38  for  loyalty  and  strength. 
Brother  W.  L.  Finnicum  was  selected  as  Legisla- 
tive Committeeman,  and  it  is  argued  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  Division  will  be  well  conserved  by 
having  this  Brother  represent  them  in  the  legisla- 
tive halls  of  the  great  state  of  Iowa. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  readers  of  our  magazine  I 
will  turn  the  spot-light  on  Division  38  for  a  mo- 
ment and  say  it  is  no  exaggeration  that  we  have  a 
live  Division,  and  all  think  it  has  a  bright  future 
and  lots  of  good  prospects  before  it.  that  it  is 
sound  financially,  physically  and  need  I  say  nu- 
merically. We  have  at  present  eighty  odd  mem- 
bers, and  applications  coming  in  with  a  satisfac- 
tory degree  of  rapidity  to  satisfy  all  our  mem- 
bers, and  to  those  interested  will  state  all  applica 
tions  will  be  acted  upon  fairly  and  in  regular 
form.  Interest  and  attendance  at  our  meetings 
the  past  two  years,  as  well  as  the  growth  in  mem- 
bership during  that  period  has  shown  very  clearly 
that  our  officers  have  been  in  office  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Division  and  good  of  the  Order,  that  offi- 
cers and  members  alike  have  had  an  individual  in- 
terest, all  having  tried  tbeir  utmost  to  "keep  off 
the  rocks  and  not  run  our  ship  ashore."  or  try  to 
cater  to  any  particular  faction,  is  a  well  known 
fact.  It  may  not  come  amiss  for  the  writer  to  add 
that  those  dilatory  members,  what  few  we  have, 
belonging  to  our  Division,  will  always  find  our 
Division  room  a  good  place  to  pass  an  hour  or  two. 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  shown  in  the  good  attend- 
ance we  hope  to  have  from  this  class  of  Brothers 
for  the  future  that  we  have  done  our  duty  toward 
our  organization,  and  these  Brothers,  by  once 
more  calling  their  attention  to  the  fact  that  our 
Division  room  is  still  a  good  place  to  go  to.  and  the 
question  comes  up,  can  you  say.  all  of  you  stay 
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aways.  that  yon  are  doing  your  duty  by  remaining 
away  from  meetings  when  yon  conld  get  there 
without  inconveniencing  yourself  ?  Your  answer 
can  be  nothing  but  "No."  We  can  all  refer  to  in- 
stances where  this  class  of  Brothers  meet  us  the 
next  day  and  want  to  know  all  about  the  business 
transacted,  and  if  it  does  not  suit  their  ideas  they 
commence  to  kick,  but  won't  come  to  meetings 
and  get  upon  the  floor  and  say  one  word.  They 
would  rather  stay  away  and  tell  the  "chair  com- 
mittee" bow  it  all  happened.  Many  of  the  Brothers 
ofttimes  wish  to  know  how  these  outsiders,  belong- 
ing to  other  organizations,  get  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  inside  workings  of  our  Divisions,  and  in 
my  opinion,  this  is  the  manner  in  which  these 
things  are  done.  A  true  Order  man  should  never 
hesitate  to  tell  what  he  can  do.  but  of  what  he  has 
done  he  should  not  readily  speak.  Brothers,  re- 
member this,  take  my  advice  and  and  also  when 
when  writing  down  your  resolutions  for  1902.  just 
mention  "I  will  attend  every  meeting  during  the 
coming  year,  if  possible."  Refer  to  tbis  little  item 
meeting  days.  Try  and  be  present  and  lend  your 
aid  to  our  officers,  and  in  all  probability  you  will 
not  have  so  much  to  kick  about  out  on  the  street. 
Another  idea  that  occurs  to  me  is.  it  does  not  al- 
ways follow  that  the  Division  having  the  largest 
number  advances  the  most  up-to-date  ideas.  It 
frequently  happens  that  a  man  who  belongs  to  one 
of  our  smaller  Divisions  putsfortb  arguments  that 
are  very  beneficial  eved  to  our  whole  Order;  there- 
fore. Brothers,  try  to  govern  yourselves  so  as  to  do 
the  most  good  for  the  Order,  and  you  will  at  least 
know  that  you  have  done  your  part,  and  thereby 
helped  to  make  others  improve. 

This  Division  extends  a  most  hearty  welcome  to 
all  Brothers  visiting  Dcs  Moines  who  will  call  to 
see  us.  for  we  are  always  glad  to  welcome  these 
visiting  Brothers,  and  do  anything  that  will  prove 
beneficial  and  helpful  to  them,  if  found  worthy. 

There  are  prospects  for  several  new  members  to 
our  Division  in  the  very  near  future,  and  it  would 
seem  that  everything  points  to  a  Drosperous  year. 
I  am  pleased  to  state  that  our  Division  will  have 
the  pleasure  soon  of  welcoming  a  worthy  Brother 
in  the  person  of  Brother  M,  L.  Duley  of  Bluff  City 
Division  30*.  Mount  Carmel,  111.,  to  our  midst. 

Our  Division  learned  with  much  regret  that 
Brother  Sholley  sustained  the  loss  pf  his  left  hand 
recently,  receiving  a  gun  shot  wound  while  hunt- 
ing near  his  old  home.  Kirksville.  Mo.  Brother 
Sholley  has  the  sympathy  of  all  the  members  of 
Division  38.  Brother  J.  K.  Welsh,  the  popular  yard- 
master  for  the  Chicago  &  Great  Western  at  Kan- 
sas City,  was  a  welcome  visitor  on  election  day. 
and  made  things  lively  by  getting  some  of  the  boys 
rattled.  Come  oftener.  Brother  Jack.  The  boys 
will  then  be  prepared  to  understand  your  manner 
of  making  those  flying  switches.  The  speech  made 
by  our  A.  C.  C.  in  accepting  that  office  was  what 
drove  our  members  to  the  refreshment  room, 
where  a  light  lunch  was  served  and  pleasantries 
indulged  in.  Brother  Hayden  had  the  floor  several 
times  and  attracted  considerable  attention  by  the 
flowery  language  used  in  trying  to  induce  the 
Brothers  to  see  his  side  of  the  different  questions 
coming  up  from  time  to  time.  The  day's  business 
was  completed  about  4  p.  m..  which  closed  the 
book  for  1901.  and  wishing  the  Grand  Officers.  The 


Conductor  and  members  of  our  Grand  Order  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year,  the 
thought  and  hope  occurs  in  concluding  this  article 
that  the  Great  Conductor  of  the  Universe  will  deal 
as  gently  with  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  through- 
out the  Order  as  he  has  seen  fit  to  do  with  the 
members  of  Division  38  in  the  past  is  the  wish  of 
Division  36  and  its  correspondent  for  1901. 
Des  Moines.  Ia.  J.  A.  Keith. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

This  makes  the  eleventh  consecutive  time  that 
Brother  Condit  has  been  elected  Chief  Conductor 
of  this  Division,  which  speaks  worlds  for  his  popu- 
larity among  the  members  of  No.  40,  and  it  is  well 
deserved,  for  no  one  has  done  so  much  for  its  suc- 
cess as  he.  Brother  Goss  is  also  serving  his  tenth 
successive  term  as  S.  and  T.,  and  he  well  deserves 
it.  for  no  one  worked  harder  or  more  faithfully 
during  our  recent  Grand  Division  meeting  to  en- 
tertain our  guests,  and  I  think  the  Order  at  large 
will  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  nothing  was 
left  undone  by  him.  The  other  officers  are  all  old 
members  and  will  perform  the  duties  assigned  to 
them  faithfully  during  the  coming  year.  After 
the  business  session  all  members  adjourned  to  tbe 
Merchants  Hotel,  where  the  wives  and  sweethearts 
were  anxiously  waiting  to  attend  the  annual  din- 
ner of  Division  40.  Two  hundred  plates  were  set 
and  someone  was  in  front  of  every  ove  of  them. 
The  menu  was  very  elaborate  and  was  well  rel- 
ished by  all.  Twin  City  Mandolin  Orchestra  fur- 
nished music  during  the  repast  and  the  orphans' 
male  quartette  delighted  all  with  their  beautiful 
singing.  The  dining  hall  was  handsomely  decor- 
ated with  cut  flowers  and  potted  plants.  Taken  as 
a  whole  it  was  one  of  the  most  successful  enter- 
tainments ever  given  by  No.  40.  Everybody  loaded 
up  to  full  tonnage  and  the  management  deserves 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  it  took  care  of  its 
guests.  Speeches  were  made  by  members  of  No. 
40  and  117.  and  also  members  of  the  Ladies  Auxil- 
iary of  the  Twin  Cities,  which,  by  the  way,  con- 
tains many  brilliant  orators,  who  did  credit  to 
themselves  and  the  Order  they  represent.  Many 
visiting  Brothers  were  present  with  their  wives, 
and  all,  I  think,  enjoyed  themselves.  The  absence 
of  our  Grand  Officers  was  greatly  regretted,  but 
the  parting  words  of  Brother  Clark  delivered  at 
our  banquet  one  year  ago  still  rang  in  most  of  our 
ears:  "God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again." 

Brother  S.  W.  Eastman  was  present,  accom- 
panied by  a  very  nice  young  lady:  he  is  getting  to 
be  quite  a  ladies'  man.  Brother  Tom  Leonard  was 
present  with  his  wife.  Tom  is  now  a  milk  king 
and  if  his  well  does  not  run  dry  he  will  be  supply- 
ing the  whole  city  with  milk  in  a  short  time. 
Everybody  was  glad  to  see  Brother  Hugh  Malloy 
out  and  looking  so  well,  but  the  strange  lady  by  his 
side  was  a  surprise  to  most  of  his  friends.  With 
the  renewal  of  health  and  strength  Hugh  is  up  to 
his  old  tricks.  Brother  George  Miles,  of  Division 
117.  with  his  good  wife,  were  present  and  we  all  en- 
joyed his  company.  He  is  a  regular  attendant  at 
our  meetings  and  a  welcome  one.  Brother  Dan 
Galvin  resplendent  in  a  huge  new  necktie  was 
present.  He  is  noted  for  the  amount  and  variety 
of  his  ties.  Dan  is  also  very  fond  of  a  boat  ride. 
Brother  Tom  Cowden  and  wife,  of  Minneapolis.. 
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were  with  us  and  we  think  from  the  way  the  sev- 
eral courses  disappeared  that  bis  appetite  was  also 
with  him.  Brother  Jim  Carrot  hers  came  in  from 
Soo  City  to  attend  the  election  and  banquet.  His 
wife  met  bim  in  St,  Paul.  Jim  runs  between  Will- 
mar  and  Soo  City— mostly  Soo  City.  Brother  Cal 
Kyte.  Secretary  Division  117.  and  wife  were  also 
present.  Cal  is  one  of  the  old  time  conductors  on 
the  G.  N..  and  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  meet  him. 
Brother  John  Scott,  by  the  death  of  a  dear  friend, 
was  left  ten  thousand  dollars.  This  wijl  be  good 
news  to  John's  host  of  friends.  -He  is  still  wearing 
the  same  size  hat.  Brother  W.  B.  Tew  has  lately 
been  appointed  trainmaster  of  Dakota  division  G. 
N.  R'y.  His  smiling  countenance  was  greatly 
missed  from  the  banquet.  Brother  G.  L.  Bonney 
was  represented  by  his  wife  at  the  banquet  board. 
George  was  out  on  the  road.  Since  he  has  got  to 
be  a  bonanza  farmer  his  old  friends  see  very  little 
of  him.  A.  J.  Mamlsy. 

St.  Paul.  Minn. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

The  November  Conductor  having  arrived,  the 
contributors  to  the  Fraternal  columns  are  inspired 
to  commence  the  work  for  the  next  number.  Di- 
vision 303  cannot  say  much  of  interest,  perhaps, 
but  are  entitled  to  some  space  and  will  endeavor 
to  claim  its  own.  We  find  the  journal  to  be  a  very 
entertaining  and  instructive  magazine  and  a  much 
looked  for  visitor  in  our  homes,  by  others  as  well 
as  the  O.  R.  C.  part  of  the  house.  If  the  various 
Divisions  were  as  well' attended  as  The  Condttc- 
tos  is  read  the  Grand  Secretary  would  receive 
more  orders  for  register  books,  even  if  no  other 
change  was  noticeable. 

Several  writers  for  the  November  number  have 
touched  upon  the  subject  of  attending  meetings  in 
a  very  entertaining  way.  and  have  left  the  impres- 
sion that  the  promotion  of  a  Brother  to  a  passen- 
ger run  means  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  loss 
of  one  more  attendant  and  working  member  at  Di- 
vision meetings.  This  may  be  a  tender  part  of  the 
subject  to  touch  upon,  but  a  little  journeying  about 
the  country  will  almost  convince  one  that  such  is 
the  case.  It  will  be  somewhat  interesting  to  keep 
a  little  check  as  you  travel  and  see  how  many  pas- 
senger conductors  can  test  you  as  a  conductor  or 
convince  you  in  any  way  that  they  belong  to  the 
Order.  It  should  be  considered  more  important  to 
keep  informed  in  passenger  employment  than  any 
other,  to  protect  themselves,  if  nothing  more, 
from  the  numerous  impostors  in  our  midst.  We 
occasionally  find  one  in  possession  of  all  our  tests, 
and  really  belongs  to  the  Order,  but  is  not  conduc- 
ting himself  worthy  of  recognition  or  assistance, 
and  to  favor  an  impostor  or  an  unworthy  Brother 
is  an  Imposition  upon  worthy  intentions  and  a  dis- 
grace to  the  Order,  and  can  only  be  overcome  by 
attending  Division  meetings  and  keeping  up  with 
this  progressing  Order.  It  it  is  evident  from  the 
reading  of  the  various  letters  that  the  writers  are 
the  attendants  at  Division  meetings.  We  desire 
to  compliment  Brother  C.  W.  M..  from  Division 
301.  for  his  good  letter.  It  is  worthy  and  reflects 
credit  on  the  writer. 

We  notice  much  is  being  said  about  the  Relief 
Fund  established  by  the  last  Grand  Division,  and 
one  Brother  goes  on  to  show  how  many  members 


have,  been  lost  from  the  Order  as  a  result  of  its 
workings.  Others  charge  that  it  is  beneficial  to 
certain  sections  of  the  country  and  a  detriment  to 
others.  V)  e  will  not  waste  any  words  here  on  that, 
as  it  has  been  answered  very  ably  and  fully  edi- 
torially in  the  November  number.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  every  member  of  the  Order  cannot 
attend  Grand  Division  meetings  in  order  that  the 
individual  member  might  be  as  well  informed  on 
such  important  subjects  as  the  delegate.  We  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  loss  in  membership  is  not 
due  to  the  establishment  of  the  Relief  Fund,  but 
is  attributable  to  the  lack  of  information  on  the 
subject,  vie:  why  it  was  established:  how  the  fund 
is  created:  how  distributed,  and  results  attained 
thus  far.  We  would  recommend  that  each  dissat- 
isfied Brother  go  to  bis  Division  and  ask  for  this 
information  and  listen  to  their  delegate  explain 
the  subject  as  it  was  discussed  and  presented  in 
the  grand  division.  Then  there  is  but  little  doubt 
but  he  would  be  ashamed  of  his  very  thoughts 
against  the  Relief  Fund,  and  there  would  be  no 
loss  in  membership,  but  the  contrary.  The  knowl- 
edge of  its  workings  would  be  an  incentive  to  in- 
duce eligible  conductors  to  come  into  the  Order 
as  soon  as  they  had  served  the  requisite  313  days. 

We  will  close  by  asking  every  member  of  the 
Order  who  is  looking  for  this  information  to  visit 
Division  303  and  make  his  wishes  known,  and  in- 
vite all  others  to  come  and  hear  us  give  these  in- 
structions. With  best  wishes.  W.  F.  B. 

New  Albany.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  44  had  an  election  day  Nov.  17th.  and  34 
good  and  legal  voters  registered  "in." 

Very  little  change  was  made  in  our  official  staff, 
as  the  vote  showed  the  majority  satisfied  to  let 
well  enough  alone.  Everything  moved  off 
smoothly  and  quietly.  The  Outside  Sentinel 
did  not  say  anything  to  the  Inside  Sentinel 
relative  to  a  committee  ,  of  ladies  in  wait- 
ing, to  escort  us  to  gilded  halls  where  we  would  be 
surrounded  by  potted  plants,  beautiful  women, 
etc..  where  tables  fairly  groaned  under  the  weight 
of  sweet  viands,  specially  prepared  for  the  palates 
of  hungry  conductors— and  not  because  our  ladies 
are  not  up  to  snuff  or  anything  that  comes  along, 
and  as  wise  as  the  wisest,  but  they  had  a  dance 
and  other  fixins'  in  course  of  erection,  and  these 
thirty-four  conductors  went  home  knowing  they 
had  the  offices  of  our  Division  filled  with  men  that 
would  do  their  duty,  no  matter  what  that  duty  was. 
Many  old  heads  among  the  throng:  among  those 
we  remember  were  Brothers  Dave  Skelly,  "40th 
Street"  Murphy.  John  Larson.  Fred  Graham.  J. 
A.  Graham.  Pond.  Piper.  Harry  and  "Red"  Harris. 
Billy  Ammon.  W.  W,  Hinkley.  Charley  Morse. 
John  Larson.  Ed.  Hoskins.  Pat  Grace.  Frank  Elli- 
ott. Risley.  Jack  Barrett.  Laurence  Stone  and  oth- 
ers. 

W.  C.  Saunders,  who  was  trainmaster  on  the 
Cheyenne  Northern,  South  Park,  and  run  train 
on  the  U.  P.  several  years  ago.  was  in  Denver  in 
November.  He  1b  herding  two  Mexican  brake- 
men  and  a  train  of  cars  in  Old  Mexico. 

Brother  Billy  Ogden  was  called  to  the  bedside  of 
his  sick  sister  in  Michigan,  the  first  of  November. 
Nineteen  years  had  elapsed  since  their  parting. 
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and  so  great  was  the  pleasure  of  their  meeting  that 
the  Bister's  condition  was  at  once  improved,  and 
the  it  on  a  fair  way  to  recovery.  Billy  is  an  old 
veteran  of  Colorado  railroading,  and  wheeled  the 
mnd  to  make  the  old  Colorado  Central. 

John  McParlane.  who  has  been  division  superin- 
tendent on  the  Union  Pacific  (Kansas  district)  for 
a  long  time,  has  given  up  that  position  and  re- 
turned to  his  first  love— Kansas  Pacific  passenger 
out  of  Denver.  John  is  one  of  the  old  main  rods  in 
the  mechanism  of  Division  44.  and  we  will  be 
pleased  to  have  bim  again  in  onr  ranks. 

The  Union  Pacific  has  pnt  in  new  station  train  or- 
der signals  over  the  system,  and  changed  the 
white  or  safety  colors  formerly  used  to  green  or 
caution  on  said  signals  of  the  switch  lights  on  that 
line.  The  order  signals  are.  we  believe,  of  the 
Harrington  pattern. 

Onr  boys  have  bad  no  kick  coming  on  the  weath- 
er this  fall,  for  we  dare  say  that  np  to  Thanksgiv- 
ing it  would  be  bard  to  fled  snow  enough  to  make 
a  snow  ball,  ontside  of  the  mountain  districts,  so, 
consequently,  we  have  much  to  be  thankful  for. 
Weather  warm  and  roads  dusty. 

Brother  Red  Harris,  who  left  the  Cheyenne  Div- 
ision of  the  U.  P.  not  very  long  ago.  we  occasion- 
ally see  at  the  union  depot  with  tbe  words  "C.  & 
S.  Conductor"  printed  across  the  front  part  of  his 
head  just  outside  a  blue  cap.  He  is  on  the  South 
Park.  Brotber  S.  A.  Hoffman,  the  grievance  man 
of  tbe  Southern,  is  likewise  in  tbe  same  capacity. 
He  runs  tbe  Rock-a-by  Baby  limited  to  Morrison. 

Brother  S.  S.  Stewart,  whose  initials  are  the 
same  as  the  "S.  S.  S."  medicine,  made  complaint 
to  said  company  some  time  ago  to  the  effect  tnat 
the  close  connection  of  their  advertisement  with 
bis  name  had  caused  him  no  little  annoyance,  and 
suggested  they  change  their  trade-mark,  or  take 
him  as  a  partner  into  tbe  firm,  and  an  extract  from 
tbe  letter  be  got  reads  thus:  "We  see  no  chance 
of  letting  you  into  the  firm.  We  have  spent  too 
mnch  time  and  money  advertising  to  change  our 
trade-mark.  We  recognize  the  fact  that  you  are 
a  good  friend  of  "S.  S.  S.".  and,  enclose  an  order 
on  W.  A.  Hoover  for  two  large  bottles,  which  we 
hope  you  will  accept  with  our  compliments." 
There  was  nothing  said  as  to  what  these  two  large 
bottles  contained,  but  take  it  for  granted  Sam  will 
say  something  as  long  as  their  contents  will  last. 

We  have  been  out  of  Denver  most  of  tbe  time  for 
the  past  four  months,  and  not  having  as  yet  fully 
recovered  from  tbe  surgical  operation  we  men- 
tioned in  our  last  letter,  will  ask  your  readers  not 
to  expect  much  from  us  and  they,  consequently, 
will  not  be  disappointed.  We  must  say  the  Asso- 
ciate Editor  and  Captain  Barber  are  turning  out 
some  good  stories  to  tbe  readers  of  The  Conduc- 
tor. [Thank  you— Ed.J 

With  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year 
—with  all  the  necessary  trimmings. 

Denver.  Colo.  Hot  Tamalbs. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

While  Division  239  is  not  large,  we  have  mem- 
bers who  take  a  great  interest  in  tbe  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors,  and  we  shall  do  all  in  our 
power  to  help  aid  and  assist  those  in  distress,  as 
well  as  to  increase  our  number.  We  initiated  R. 
C.  Linbillo.  who  belongs  to  tbe  L.  &  N..  and  we  be- 


lieve will  make  a  good  member,  and  be  the  means 
of  bringing  others.  I  often  think  of  our  success- 
ful grand  meeting  at  St.  Paul,  and  wish  we  could 
meet  oftener  under  the  same  circumstances. 
While  we  met  lota  of  new  faces,  we  were  all  Broth- 
ers, and  fighting  for  the  same  cause,  and  under 
the  same  flag.  I  hope  that  every  Division  have 
elected  their  officers  today,  and  have  gotten  the 
best  material  possible,  and  that  every  one  will  pot 
his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  by  the  year  1903  will 
have  increased  their  Divisions  by  a  number  of 
new  members.  While  it  is  a  little  early  to  wish 
you  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year.  I 
will  take  advantage  of  this  occasion,  as  I  am  a  poor 
hand  at  writing.  The  latch  string  of  door  No.  239 
is  always  out.  .    "Old  Thxock," 

Lexington.  Ky. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

One  year  ago  the  old  and  last  year  of  tbe  nine- 
teenth century  was  dying:  now  the  first  year  of 
tbe  twentieth  century  is  fast  fading  away  and 
with  it  the  lives  of  some  of  our  Brothers  on  tbe 
Cotton  Belt  have  gone  out.  Engineer  AI  Simpson 
was  sbot  and  wounded  while  pulling  out  of  McNeil 
station  one  night  about  two  weeks  ago.  by  an  un- 
known miscreant.  He  is  doing  well.  O'Connor, 
section  (4)  man.  was  sbot  and  mortally  wounded 
in  Lewisville  gravel  pit.  by  a  negro,  who  made  his 
escape.  O'Cbnnor  died  in  agony.  Engineer  Bar- 
net  was  injured  by  his  engine  turning  over. 
Brother  Neimver  is  old  and  forlorn  in  Little  Rock 
Argent  a  yards,  taking  numbers  and  a  pensioner. 

I  met  Brotber  Blazier.  the  first  time  in  many 
years  since  he  left  tbe  C,  B.  We  were  mutu- 
ally pleased  to  meet  again  after  so  many  years. 
Brother  Lew  Forrest  is  night  clerk  in  tbe  yard- 
master's  office  here.  Brotber  Forrest,  like  my- 
self, has  had  bad  health  for  several  years,  bnt 
both  are  now  recovering.  I  suffered  awfully  last 
winter  and  spring  for  five  long  months.  I  first 
bad  typhoid  fever,  lagrippe  and  eryslpelis.  They 
fed  me  with  a  spoon  off  and  on  for  two  months 
after  one  month.  Then  rheumatism  in  its  worst 
form  took  me.  I  was  on  the  border  land  of  death 
all  that  time.  I  have  been  offered  trains  on  differ- 
ent roads  but  did  not  take  them  on  account  of  my 
health  and  circumstances.  Brother  C.  E.  Tucker 
is  at  Midland.  Texas,  in  business,  doing  well  finan- 
cially, but  in  very  poor  health,  and  has  been  so  for 
a  long  time  and  be  and  wife  growing  worse  all  tbe 
time.  If  they  do  not  grow  better  soon  they  con- 
template migrating  to  Virginia.  Midland  is  situ- 
ated on  the  T.  P.  Ry..  360  miles  west  of  Ft.  Worth 
and  260  miles  east  of  El  Paso,  on  same  line.  Mid- 
land is  on  tbe  staked  plains,  or  Great  American 
Desert,  where  Lew  Forrest  and  tbe  writer  run 
trains  in  1884,  '85  and  '86.  where  antelope  and  deer 
stood  on  the  desert  in  millions  and  cowboys  shot 
them  down  from  car  windows  by  hundreds  as  tbe 
train  went  dashing  by.  They  were  so  tame  they 
stood  close  to  tbe  track,  fearless.  In  "81.  when  the 
T.  P.  was  being  extended  from  Ft.  Worth  west 
United  States  soldiers  had  to  protect  the  track- 
layers from  the  Indians,  and  buffalo  roamed  over 
tbe  plains  by  millions.  Now  buffalo  are  extinct 
there  and  I  understand  that  the  deer  and  antelope 
are  also  gone.  I  forgot  to  state  that  our  "day  of 
sorrow"  was  not  as  well  observed  last  June  as  it 
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should  have  been,  bat  1  called  attention  of  tbe  sad 
death  of  Brother  A.  C.  Mnrrele:  ex-trainmaster 
Santa  Pe.  Temple.  Tex..  ex-M.  of  T..  Cotton  Belt. 
Pine  Bluff.  Ark.,  ex-passenger  conductor  C.  B.. 
Tyler,  and  permanent  chairman  General  Griev- 
ance Committee. 

We  all  love  to  look  over  The  Conductor  especi- 
ally letters  from  places  that  knew  us  oace  and  we 
read  each  other's  doings— both  of  men  and  women 
—in  O.  R.  C.  and  Auxiliary  and  know  our  minda  go 
out  to  each  other  over  mountains,  hills  and  valleys 
to  each  other's  far-away  homes,  and  bow  we  long 
to  meet  and  converse  with  each  other.  But  we 
are  sot  all  destined  to  meet  each  other  here  on 
this  earth.  Some  of  us  have  been  unkind  toward 
one  another  and  all  the  writing  and  talking  cannot 
change  the  heart  and  strong  will  of  some  of  the 
younger  ones,  but  after  they  grow  older  and  suffer 
with  awful  sickness  then  they  see  through  differ- 
ent eyes  and  heart  mellowed  by  care  and  sorrow 
causes  repentance,  regret  and  hope.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  have  not  a  list  of  all  the  boys  who  have  re- 
cently been  injured  and  killed  on  tbe  Cotton  Belt. 
Recently  being  broke  up  in  business  and  in  con- 
siderable trying  circumstances  I  failed  to  make  a 
note  of  names,  etc..  hence  they  passed  my  recol- 
lection. A  conductor. who  was  clearing  the  wreck 
at  Goldman,  where  Conductor  Noble  was  killed, 
had  'both  legs  broken  by  a  cable  breaking  Tbe 
medical  staff  at  Tyler  Co.  hospital  is  not  doing 
their  duty.  Employes  arrived  there  at  2:30 a.m. 
with  broken  bones  and  received  medical  attention 
at  3:30  p.  m.— over  twelve  hours  after  arrival. 

Pine  Bluff.  Ark.  J.  W.  Merriam. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

I  have  been  reading  Thb  Railway  Conductor 
and  as  I  lay  it  aside  I  cannot  help  bnt  think  that  it 
is  far  superior  to  anything  published  as  a  maga- 
zine. That  it  has  reached  the  highest  standard  of 
excellence  I  think  is  no  mistake,  and  the  stories 
and  editorials  of  onr  associate  editor  show  very 
conclusively  that  they  could  not  be  produced  by 
one  with  a  diseased  brain. 

In  reply  to  Brother  Smith,  in  October  number. 
1  say  make  no  change.  The  features  of  Thb 
Conductor  which  I  might  dislike  might  be  the 
very  articles  which  some  other  Brother  would 
like  best.  For  instance,  there  will  be  thousands  of 
Brothers  who  will  not  like  this  letter,  but  from  the 
time  I  mail  it  till  The  Conductor  arrives  I  sball 
be  very  restless  waiting  to  see  my  name  in  print. 
With  the  questions  and  answers  on  the  air  brake 
I  am  especially  pleased  and  believe  they  could  be 
taken  up  in  tbe  Division  room  to  help  make  it  in- 
teresting in  some  localities.  Show  me  a  Brother 
who  is  finding  fault  with  The  Conductor  and  I 
believe  1  can  show  you  one  who  does  not  peruse 
its  contents. 

I  am  sorry  to  know,  as  Brother  Geasey  says,  that 
322  members  were  dropped  for  failure  to  pay  the 
one  dollar  assessment  in  July  for  the  temporary 
relief  of  so  many  good  and  worthy  Brothers  wh6 
are  afflicted,  but  not  in  a  way  to  come  under  the 
insurance  laws.  I  believe  a  great  many  of  the 
members  dropped  their  membership  on  account 
of  not  having  some  one  explain  the  real  good  their 
^dollar  each  year  would  accomplish,  for  I  believe 
the  Brother  is  "scarce"  who  would  not  give  to  any 


one  of  the  forty-three  whose  claims  have  already 
been  approved,  the  one  dollar.  Any  Brother 
doubting  the  advisability  of  such  fund  read  the 
letter  from  a  Brother  to  the  editor  on  page  837  of 
the  November  Conductor. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  know  that  Division  97. 
through  its  delegate,  was  able  to  assist  others  to 
make  a  law  which  brought  temporary  relief  to 
these  Brothers.  Division  97  paid  this  assessment 
from  the  local  treasury,  as  I  am  confident  they 
will  the  Grand  Dues  for  1902. 

And  I  will  say  that  our  Division  was  not  in 
so  good  a  condition  financially  and  otherwise  for 
several  years  as  at  present— and  still  room  for 
improvement.  Wishing  all  Brothers  a  Merry 
Christmas,  and  especially  the  Brothers  of  Divi- 
sion 97  who  are  not  with  us  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton 
Railway.  C.  H.  Burdick. 

Roodhouse.  111. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Owing  to  the  rush  on  M.  L.  T.  division  of  the 
S.  P.  tbe  boys  are  kept  very  busy.  We  can  scarcely 
get  enough  of  them  together  to  hold  a  meeting, 
but  nevertheless  they  are  all  true  blue.  Division 
383  had  her  annual  election  of  officers  and  it  re- 
sulted in  keeping  the  old  heads  in  office,  with  the 
exception  of  our  Senior  Conductor.  Brother  W.  W. 
Rousseau  being  elected  to  that  office.  We  had  a 
visit  from  our  G.  J.  C,  Brother  Sbeppard.  He 
spoke  on  subjects  that  were  interesting  to  all.  par- 
ticularly our  relief  fund,  which  in  my  estimation 
is  about  one  of  the  best  moves  the  Grand  Division 
ever  made,  and  I  think  that  any  of  tbe  Brothers 
that  don't  see  it  in  the  right  light  ought  to  study  it 
more  carefully,  fn  a  charitable  view.  Such  move- 
ments of  tbe  Grand  Division  will  be  appreciated 
by  members  of  383.  not  tbat  any  of  them  are  in 
any  way  invalids,  for  they  are  all  sound  in  body 
and  also  in  mind.  The  long-looked  for  Navy  Dock 
has  arrived  and  our  little  hussy  of  Algiers  has 
been  wearing  her  Sunday  clothes  ever  since. 
Well,  it  is  something  to  be  proud  of.  as  it  is  one  of 
the  largest  floating  docks  in  the  world,  and  by  it 
arriving  in  Algiers  it  will  place  lots  of  men  in  the 
the  employ  of  the  United  States,  and  government 
jobs  are  very  nice— eight  hours  per  day  with  good 
salary  attached.  Well.  Brothers.  I  think  I  have 
bursted  enough  caps,  and  in  my  next  I  will  try 
and  send  you  a  photo  of  the  dock,  witb  tbe  battle- 
ship Illinois  in  it.  She  will  be  here  in  a  few 
weeks.  Well.  No.  243  is  on  time':  I  will  have  to 
shove  in.  With  success  to  tbe  O.  R.  C.  in  all  of 
their  undertakings.  Geo.  E.  Brookes. 

Algiers.  La. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Our  Division  is  in  good  condition.  We  have 
taken  in  a  good  number  of  new  members.  We 
have  about  forty  members  In  good  standing. 
Financially  we  are  in  good  shape.  On  the  second 
Sunday  in  December  we  will  bave  our  installation 
of  officers,  after  which  we  will  have  some  refresh- 
ments. What  has  become  of  Division  180?  I  don't 
see  anything  from  them.  They  call  themselves 
the  banner  Division  of  the  south,  and  should  do 
better  than  this.  I  believe  I  did  see  one  or  two 
letters  written  by  Milfe  Mahan.  the  conductor  who 
holds  the  title  of  swimming  the  Mississippi  River 
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with  his  budget  on  bis  head.  So  come  attain. 
Mike.  I  like  to  hear  from  my  old  Division.  Now. 
Brothers,  if  any  of  yon  are  thinking  of  visiting 
the  exposition  at  Charleston  and  pass  through  our  ■ 
town  we  would  be  glad  to  have  yon  stop  and  see 
us.  Our  latch-string  hangs  on  the  outside  of  the 
door  and  you  need  not  be  afraid  to  pull  it 
Columbia.  S.  C.  Ed.  W.  Acker. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor : 

Division  106  elected  officers  for  1902.  Those 
elected  are  of  the  best  Brothers  of  the  Division 
and  those  who  attend  regularly  and  work  hard  to 
promote  everything  for  the  good  of  the  Order  and 
the  Brothers  as  well.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
new  officers  will  prove  as  efficient  as  the  ones  just 
going  out.  I  believe  there  was  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
appointment on  the  part  of  some  as  they,  of  course, 
thought  they  should  have  been  elected,  but  to  sum 
it  all  up  is.  I  might  say.  such  is  to  be  expected 
when  one  runs  for  an  office.  Division  166  is  one  of 
the  largest  west  of  the  Ohio  considering  that  the 
membership  ii  made  up  principally  of  B.  &  O. 
men. 

The  business  men*  of  Newark.  O..  have  what  is 
called  a  protective  association,  which  is  used  for 
their  own  benefit  and  is  worked  on  the  B.  & 
O.  men.  On  the  19th  day  of  Oct.  a  petition  was 
gotten  up  by  some  of  the  above  association  which 
was  presented  to  the  superintendent  requesting 
that  the  pay  check  be  not  given  out  until  the  next 
Monday  as  the  men  would  not  pay  their  bills.  Now 
Brothers.  I  think  if  the  business  men  of  Newark 
take  such  steps  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  committee 
should  wait  on  them  and  give  them  to  understand 
that  we  will  buy  elsewhere.  But  I  am  happy  to 
say  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  petition  as  the  boys 
got  their  checks. 

Brother  Geo.  McGuire  was  Chief  C.  on  the  elec- 
tion day  and  I  must  confess  that  the  style  he  con- 
ducted the  meeting  was  something  wonderful.  I 
really  believe  it  was  one  of  the  best  meetings  I 
ever  attended  in  166.  Mc.  old  boy.  showed  himself 
master  of  the  situation.  Now  all  members  of 
Division  166  who  have  not  paid  their  grand  dues 
for  1902  on  or  before  the  31st  day  of  December.  I 
wish  to  inform  that  that  the  newly  elected  officers 
will  surely  turn  them  down,  as  the  out-going  offi- 
cers cannot  be  responsible  for  the  Brothers  who  do 
not  come  in  time  to  square  themselves.  Hoping 
the  boys  will  show  up  throughout  the  year  of  1902 
with  a  good  attendance  every  meeting  day. 

Newark.  O.  A.  F.  Henley, 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  members  of  Division  92  have  been  reading 
The  Conductor  for  the  past  four  years  and  found 
nothing  from  their  correspondent.  The  first  Sun- 
day of  November  was  our  regular  meeting,  with  a 
full  attendance  and  all  the  Brothers  filled  with 
enthusiasm,  as  it  was  election  of  officers,  and  the 
voting  was  close  and  exciting.  Well,  we  met 
in  regular  session  the  third  Sunday— and  I 
must  say  we  have  a  fine  ball,  the  seating 
capacity  is  400— and  the  Division  room  was 
crowded.  Had  the  Brothers  from  Brasil  at- 
tended there  would  not  have  been  standing  room. 
Well,  we  had  to  finish  electing  officers.  The  Divi- 
sion got  to  business.  The  Brother  for  Legislative 


Committee  was  very  close.  The  next  order  of 
business  was  Correspondent  We  voted  several 
times,  but  could  not  get  a  vote,  as  each  Brother 
voted  for  himself.  Finally.  Brother  Hosier  cast 
the  entire  vote  of  the  Division  for  the  writer,  and 
it  is  under  this  authority  I  am  taking  up  an  entire 
page  of  Thb  Conductor.  I  really  think  if  the 
members  of  Division  92  keep  up  such  a  good  at- 
tendance that  we  will  have  to  break  into  a  sheeney 
store  and  swipe  some  of  their  dummies  to  set  next 
the  windows  and  make  outsiders  think  the  con- 
ductors are  having  a  good  attendance.  Brother 
Osborne,  we  have  missed  you  the  past  two  months. 
If  on  account  of  snake  bite  you  should  try  our  old 
remedy  we  used  to  drink  in  Cope  wish— wild 
cherry  bounce.  One  of  our  members  has  taken 
up  a  new  business.  If  any  of  our  Brothers  have  a 
dirty  shirt  and  will  take  it  to  Chicago  and  hunt 
'  up  Brother  Whitaker  he  will  put  him  first  ont  on 
the  hind  end  of  his  extra  board. 
Brasil.  Ind.  F.  L.  Richmond. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Division  61  is  a  good  working  Division,  but  like 
many  others,  has  many  Brothers  that  are  loth  to 
get  out  to  meetings,  but  we  hope  they  may  see 
their  errors  and  get  ont  to  all  our  meetings 
through  1902.  especially  to  the  installation  of  offi- 
cers, which  has  been  set  for  December  29.  Now. 
Brothers,  come  one.  come  all.  and  I  assure  you 
that  Brothers  Thomas  and  Ryan  will  wake  you 
all  up. 

And  now  just  a  few  words  about  our  Secretary. 
Brother  Woane.  I  wish  to  say  we  have  one  that 
can  quote  you  postage  stamps  or  O.  R.  C.  insur- 
ance and  never  make  a  miss.  He  has  been  in 
harness  as  Secretary  of  61  for  the  past  ten  years 
and  is  good  for  ten  to  twenty  years  to  come. 
Brother  Richards,  our  Correspondent  of  1901.  is 
running  a  train  at  present  in  Oregon.  Brother 
Harrington,  of  S.  M.  division,  who  went  nearly 
blind,  thinks  he  is  getting  some  relief  for  his  eyes, 
and  we  all  hope  and  pray  he  may.  My  wish  to  all 
Brothers  is  that  they  may  have  a  prosperous  and 
happy  New  Year. 

Your  correspondent  having  made  a  trip  through 
England.  Germany.  France.  Switserland  and  Italy 
last  summer,  and  as  some  of  the  Brothers  running 
into  La  Crosse  have  been  wishing  me  to  give  some 
pointers  on  railways  in  those  countries,  I  will  give 
them  a  short  piece  of  composition  by  one  of  our 
party  while  traveling  through  Italy.  It  may  give 
them  an  inkling  of  the  information  they  want  but 
perhaps  they  had  better  take  a  goods  train  when 
they  go  over  and  so  avoid  the  discomforts  of  the 
compartment  cars.  Composition,  as  follows : 

"The  cars  in  that  far-away  land  are  so  bad  they 
make  us  Americans  look  very  sad.  for  in  comfort 
they're  lacking,  and  in  workmanship,  too.  and  they 
open  at  the  side,  which  to  us  is  quite  new.  One 
step  it  is  placed  right  on  top  of  another,  and  this, 
of  course,  causes  a  whole  lot  of  bother:  for  when 
you  try  to  climb  in  you're  quite  apt  to  fall  out  and 
your  temper  is  so  ruffled  you  can  hardly  help 
shout  The  backs  of  the  seats  are  curved  like  a 
bow  and  when  you  lean  back  you  sink  right  into 
woe:  for  your  stomach  is  misplaced  till  it  reaches 
your  throat  and  your  head  is  sent  forward  like 
that  of  a  goat.  The  end  of  your  spine  bends  out- 
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word  ao  far  that  after  you've  ridden  all  day  in  a 
car  you  wish  that  the  man  who  invented  the  seat 
would  be  sent  to  the  place  where  there's  nothing 
but  heat."  D.  D.  O. 

La  Crosse.  Wis. 

Editor  Railway  Contorduc: 

Division  190  held  election  November  17  and  their 
hall  was  well  filled  with  happy,  cheerful  Brothers, 
all  looking  for  office.  Some  very  fine  talking  was 
done  for  the  Good  of  the  Order.  They  had  one 
goat-rider—  T.  P.  Flanagan,  the  well  known  Graf- 
ton and  Bellington  conductor.  We  have  about 
four  or  five  petitions  ready  to  put  the  goat  to  work 
on.  He  is  in  fine  shape  and  can  do  his  duty  at  any 
time.  Brothers,  get  in  line.  Attend  Division. 
Have  your  say  and  do  not  blame  the  officers  for 
neglect  of  duty.  Help  them  to  do  the  work  and 
there  will  be  no  blame  to  lay.  R.  F.  Pell. 

Graf  ton.  W.  Va. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  enjoyed  today  our  first  meeting  in  our  new 
hall,  located  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  on  Second 
street,  between  Chestnut  and  Poplar.  Here  we 
have  all  the  modern  conveniences  except  spit- 
toons. Some  of  our  Brothers  hardly  knew  what 
to  do  with  "spat"  today.  Those  who  smoked,  and 
didn't  use  the  open  window  spit  in  a  valise  that 
Brother  Cole  kindly  furnished.  Last  meeting  day 
we  smoked  some  of  Brother  Gates'  worst,  pro- 
duced by  the  box  by  Brother  Cook  on  account  of 
recent  wedding,  he  being  the  happy  husband.  Sev- 
eral of  oar  members  are  on  the  sick  list,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  dull  times,  makes  the  outlook  a 
little  dreary.  Providence  has  kindly  blessed  us 
with  a  mild  winter  thns  far.  and  the  weather  for 
three  months  could  not  be  surpassed  in  any  clim- 
ate, but  the  old  timers  say.  "Look  out  after  Christ- 
mas!" 

We  note  with  particular  feeling,  perhaps  all  the 
more  so  because  we  had  never  met  him.  the  death 
of  Brother  Milton  G.  Pumphrey.  Particularly  in- 
teresting to  us  were  his  letters  for.  apparently,  he 
represented  the  older  class  of  conductors,  who, 
through  various  causes  (seniority  the  most  fruit- 
ful), are  not  now  occupying  positions  they  former- 
ly held,  and  who  in  a  manner  have  become  wander- 
ers, and  these  letters  as  coming  from  several  that 
we  could  name,  carry  with  them  a  peculiar  sad- 
ness that  indicate  their  lines  have  not  been  cast  in 
smooth  places,  and  we  wonder, while  rapidly  drlftt- 
ing  upon  the  stream  of  time  what  our  fate  will  be. 
How  often  we  have  built  imaginary  castles.  How 
often  we  have  thought  and  planned  for  loved  ones' 
comforts  in  the  far  distant  future,  and  of  how. 
when  we  grew  old  we  would  rest,  and  enjoy  our 
good  old  age.  but  what  imaginary  ones  those 
thoughts  have  been,  yet  while  not  real  to  many  of 
us.  the  hope  of  their  realization  has  spurred  us  on. 
and  when  overtaken  by  adversity  we  have  hustled 
the  harder,  and  while  doing  so  have  learned  many 
lessons— some  of  them  sweet,  and  very  many  of 
them  sad.  And  yet  the  same  continuous  round  is 
experienced.  Today  a  young  man  in  charge  of 
his  first  train— tomorrow  too  old  for  the  service. 
An  old  conductor  we  wander  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  meeting  with  old  time  friends 
of  younger  days,  but  no  friendly  hand  is  out- 


stretched to  place  us  in  a  position  of  trust  and  the 
ending  is  a  bitter  one.  While,  perhaps,  the  Grand 
Division  at  Detroit  did  the  proper  thing  in  ruling 
out  the  publication  of  resolutions  of  respect  at  the 
death  of  our  Brothers,  restricting  them  to  a  mere 
mention  of  their  death,  it  looks  as  though  our  boys 
were  worthy  of  more  than  the  utterance  of  these 
words— he  is  dead.  Our  obituary  notice  does  not 
even  give  date  of  death,  and  if  you  don't  happen 
to  see  a  note  of  it  in  some  newspaper,  or  possibly 
hear  of  it  through  a  close  friend,  all  we  ever  know 
is  that  "he  is  dead."  While  eulogizing  at  length  is 
to  the  casual  reader  monotonous,  yet  many  of  our 
boys  are  of  the  very  best  of  God's  handiwork,  and 
leave  behind  them  footprints  in  the  sands  of  time 
that  can  never  be  effaced,  and  their  whole 
lives  have  made  them  worthy  of  the  name 
of  man  and  brother,  and  of  something  more  than  a 
cold-blooded  notice  of  death. 

Hot  Tamales.  we  were  in  your  midst  a  few  years 
ago,  before  we  knew  you  were  born,  and  if  we  ever 
go  west' again  in  search  of  rarefied  air.  and  its  ac- 
companiments, we  will  certainly  look  you  up. 
Shoot  us  in  a  few  more  hot  ones  like  your  last. 

Seymour.  Ind.  C.  W.  M. 

4 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Thanksgiving !  Oh.  bow  truly  has  it  been  said 
that  that  word  has  generally  canted  more  good 
feeling  amongst  the  people  of  the  United  States 
than  almost  any  other  in  the  English  language. 
And  why  not  ?  Happy  are  the  people  who  give 
thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  what  they  have  re- 
ceived the  past  year.  We  railway  men  should 
rejoice,  for  we  all  know  that  our  prosperity  has 
been  far  greater  the  past  year  than  any  other  year 
on  record,  and  we  would  not  be  true  to  ourselves 
if  we  did  not  set  a  day  aside  and  thank  God  for 
what  He  has  done  for  us.  We.  in  this  saintly  city, 
surrounded  by  the  mighty  range  of  the  Wasatch 
Mountains  can  boast  of  the  pleasant  feeling  be- 
tween employer  and  employe  the  past  year 
and  trust  it  will  continue  to  last.  Our  re- 
tiring president  of  the  Rio  Grande  West- 
ern came  down  handsomely  to  some  of  the 
boys,  making  a  present  of  $100,000.00  in  stock 
of  the  company,  and  those  who  were  for- 
tuaate  to  come  within  the  limit— ten  years- 
consider  themselves  lucky.  While  those  who  miss 
it  a  year  or  two  believe  now  more  than  they  ever 
did  before  "A  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss."  The 
Harriman  syndicate,  headed  by  Mr.  Geo.  Gould, 
has  at  last  absorbed  the  Rio  Grande  Western  and 
the  retiring  president.  Mr.  W.  J.  Palmer,  wishing 
to  show  his  good  will  to  his  old  employes  gener- 
ously divided  the  above  share  of  stock  in  the 
company  to  them,  claiming  it  was  through  them 
that  the  properly  attained  such  a  high  standard, 
and  such  a  large  price  was  received  for  it  and  he 
wished  to  include  them  in  the  prosperity. 

Mrs.  Moore,  of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary,  has  visited 
the  Mormon  capita)  and  the  Sisters  have  certainly 
had  a  good  time  and  all  conductors  have  been 
batching  dnring  her  stay.  However,  the  Brothers 
agree  that  they  are  willing  to  continue  in  that  line 
if  Sister  Moore  will  keep  up  the  good  work  and 
feeling  she  has  started  amongst  the  Sisters.  We 
have  all  noticed  the  improvement  in  Brother  E.  C. 
McCullon's  voice  and  it  is  astonishing,  but  a  fact. 
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the  longer  he  talks  the  better  it  is.  Saltalr  is 
closed,  and  while  a  good  many  will  be  sorry  I 
don't  think  the  conductors  are.  especially  those 
who  wish  to  keep  Division  395  up  to  the  stand- 
ard. Now  tbe  Brothers  will  all  attend  meeting: 
instead  of  that  famous  resort.  Division  395 
elected  their  new  officers  for  the. next  year.  I  do 
not  believe  any  other  Division  of  the  Order  can 
boast  of  a  better  class  of  officers.  Your  humble 
servant  bad  the  pleasure  of  installing  the  officers 
of  Division  124  last  regular  meeting  of  that  Divi- 
sion and  the  selection  of  them  is  above  criticism. 
Brothers  Lynch  and  Stone  were  captured  at  the 
•Elk's  carnival  and  were  heavily  fined  for  rubber- 
necking, and  they  immediately  appealed  the  case, 
and  on  giving  their  promise  that  they  would  go 
home  to  Ogden  and  cast  their  vote  that  Salt  Lake 
City  was  the  only  place  for  a  convention  they 
were  let  go.  Brother  E.  C.  Crocker,  of  Division 
124,  who  is  deputy  sheriff,  claims  he  did  not  have  a 
hand  in  this,  but  who  knows  ?  Probably  Brother 
A.  L.  White  can  tell.  Well.  Brothers,  let  the  good 
work  go  on  and  probably  some  year  we  may  be 
able  to  bring  the  Grand  Division  to  Salt  Lake. 
Salt  Lake  City.  Utah.  W.  E.  Yancey. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

With  other  duties  the  members  of  Division  47 
were  good  enough  to  select  me  to  act  as  corre- 
spondent for  The  Conductor.  The  position  was 
not  much  sought  after,  and  as  a  result  the  honor 
was  bestowed  without  a  contest.  Like  I  hope 
almost  every  member  of  our  Order  is.  I  am  very 
much  interested  every  month  in  reading  the  Fra- 
ternal communications  in  The  Conductor.  Much 
that  is  of  interest  to  our  Order  and  many  excel- 
lent ideas  are  to  be  found  in  every  issue,  while  the 
names  of  many  of  our  contributors  recall  pleasant 
memories  of  the  early  wark  and  the  history  of  our 
organization. 

Brother  Chester  was  again  elected  chairman  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  grievance  committee.  Few 
committees  in  connection  with  any  Division  have 
been  so  successful  as  the  committee  of  Division  47 
and  the  credit  is  almost  entirely  due  to  Brother 
Chester.  The  membership  has  increased  and  the 
finances  of  our  Division  have  been  placed  on  a 
very  good  footing  during  the  past  year  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  our  retiring  C.  C,  Brother 
Cross,  and  Brother  Sutton.  We  have  moved  out  of 
our  old  hall  to  the  best  one  in  the  city  and  we  are 
-  in  hopes  that  with  the  opening  of  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  line  to  the  lakes  and  the  conse- 
quent increased  number  of  conductors  to  so  in- 
crease our  membership  as  to  place  Division  47 
again  in  the  front  rank.  Brother  W.  C.  Risteen 
has  been  appointed  trainmaster  on  the  Canadian 
Northern  at  Winnipeg  and  is  giving  satisfaction. 
Brother  John  Landers  has  been  appointed  passen- 
ger agent  and  is  now  very  busy  in  Southern  Manito- 
ba advising  the  farmer  what  to  do  with  his  money. 
Brother  Brown  is  trainmaster  at  Rat  Portage  and 
is  very  busy  getting  to  the  lakes  the  largest  crop 
ever  harvested  in  the  northwest.  Brother  Brown 
has  the  happy  faculty  of  getting  along  well  with 
hts  men.  and  as  a  consequence  there  is  harmony 
and  good  work.  Brother  Hubbell  is  running  a 
train  on  the  Canadian  Northern  out  of  Brandon. 
The  Order  owes  much  to  Brother  Hubbell  and  we 


will  all  be  glad  to  see  him  reach  up  towards  the 
top  rung  again.  We  had  a  short  visit  from  one  of 
our  old  timers.  Brother  N.  Wessels.  now  on  the 
Northern  Pacific  out  of  Helena.  We  were  all  glad 
to  hear  that  our  old  friend  Brother  John  Rapeljie 
is  doing  well.  Brother  Frank  Dorsey  is  on  the 
Great  Northern  out  of  Spokane,  while  Brother  Al 
Percival.  we  are  told,  has  amassed  a  fortune 
through  some  mineral  and  oil  discoveries  in  the 
west.  Brother  Robert  Percival  is  general  yard- 
master  on  the  Canadian  Northern  at  Winnipeg. 
<and  from  all  accounts  his  present  position  will  in 
the  near  future  lead  to  one  of  greater  responsi- 
bility. 

As  I  will  have  to  call  again.  Mr.  Editor,  in  order 
to  comply  with  the  duties  of  my  position.  I  will 
close  by  saying  that  the  Order  of  Railway  Conduc- 
tors was  never  stronger  nor  never  achieving  so 
much  for  its  members  as  it  is  at  the  present  time 
in  this  section  of  the  country. 

Winnipeg.  Man.  Joseph  Fahev. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

The  November  Conductor  come  to  us  full  of 
good  thoughts.  To  comment  upon  the  various 
correspondents  who  have  so  kindly  contributed  to 
that  number  would  be,  to  say  the  least,  a  small 
tribute  in  the  way  of  reward  for  their  kind  efforts. 
I  wish  also  to  commend  our  Brother  Editors  who 
are  deserving  of  all  praise  for  the  pains  taken  on 
their  part  to  make  The  conductor  a  live  issue. 
I  can  only  add  the  words— more  power  to  them. 

Sunday.  Nov.  17th  was  Division  27's  regular  meet- 
ing day,  also  the  day  for  tbe  election  of  officers. 
The  Division  was  favored  upon  this  date  with  the 
presence  of  our  Grand  Senior  Conductor.  Brother 
Wilkins.  Brother  Wilkins  very  ably  outlined  what 
was  being  done  along  the  lines  of  advancement  in 
the  Order.  Do  not  worry.  Brother  Wilkins.  about 
the  "All  Canadian  Order  of  Railway  Men."  If  I 
might  use  the  language,  would  say  that  this  or- 
ganization stands  about  as  much  show  for  exist- 
ence as  a  jack  rabbit  in  a  tie  pile  with  twenty-five 
hounds  around  it. 

What  conductor  wants  to  sacrifice  all  be  has  laid 
by  and  what  he  has  taken  years  to  accomplish,  to 
follow  a  mushroom  idea- All  Canadian  Order  of 
Railway  Men.  Please  don't  understand  me  as 
casting  any  reflections  upon  my  Canadian  Broth- 
ers or  fellow  workmen  in  making  this  assertion, 
for  you  will  find  no  more  loyal  fellows  than  the 
Canadian  railroad  men.  They  are  ever  willing  to 
advance  the  cause  of  right. 

I  read  in  our  November  Journal  an  editorial  en- 
titled "A  Clearing  of  the  Fog."  Open  confession 
is  good  for  the  soul,  and  I  want  to  say  that  I  have 
drunk  of  the  bitter  cup  to  my  sorrow.  I  was  patri- 
otic to  the  cause,  and  my  reward  was  remorse  and 
reflection.  Believe  me.  Brothers,  that  no  matter 
what  the  cost  to  tbe  railroad  companies  ia,  they 
propose  to  put  a  stop  to  any  short  fare  or  scalping 
tickets.  So  just  as  soon  as  we  can  show  the  offi- 
cials that  they  are  getting  what  belongs  to  (he 
company,  then  will  we  be  in  a  position  to  demand 
more  salary.  Cut  out  those  good  fellows  that  ask 
you  to  divide. 

Our  position  is  one  that  has  taken  years  of  hard- 
ship and  toil  to  work  up  to.  Any  man  who  ask* 
such  favors  is  no  man  at  all.  and  when  time  comes 
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to  meet  your  fate,  be  that  knew  you  once  knows 
yon  no  more.  He  then  seeks  new  fields,  and  soon 
another  Brother  has  fallen  a  victim  to  his  wiles. 
The  special  agents  (spotters) .  come  in  for  their 
share  of  the  glory  by  seeking  whom  they  may  de- 
vour. They  will  use  every  Instrument  within  their 
power  to  land  their  victim.  Their  reports  must 
be  accurate,  for  they  could  not  be  otherwise.  (Nit.) 

Now,  Brothers,  the  remedy  to  overcome  all  these 
obstructions  is  to  treat  all  with  stern  justice  and 
gentle  mercy. 

In  conclusion  1  would  like  to  say  that  the 
road  tbat  I  represent  —  Toronto.  Hamilton 
&  Buffalo  (original  title  To.  H.  &  Back)-bas  had  a 
very  successful  year's  business.  I  am  informed 
tbat  we  handled  better  than  50.000  passenger  s  dur- 
ing the  Pan-American  Exposition.  All  this  on  80 
miles  of  main  line.  We  are  one  of  the  strongest 
competitors  in  Ontario,  although  our  territory  is 
small.  This  large  patronage  can  be  attributed 
largely  to  our  most  esteemed  and  worthy  general 
superintendent  and  his  subordinates,  who.  by  the 
instructions  given  us.  have  merited  the  good  will 
and  patronage  of  the  public. 

The  closing  of  the  Pan  has  returned  Brothers 
Fox  and  F.  Kilgour  back  to  their  old  love— giving 
high  signs  over  75  cars  in  and  out  of  St.  Thomas. 
These  are  the  trains  that  keep  the  conductors  in 
constant  fear  of  being  upset  on  account  of  a 
bursted  air  hose  or  of  being  broken  in  two.  Too 
bad.  Brothers;  you  have  our  sympathy.  Wishing 
all  a  happy  Xmas  and  New  Year.  Protection. 

Hamilton.  Ont. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor 

Hello,  there  1  This  is  Division  270.  Youngstown. 
Ohio,  the  iron-handed  metropolis  of  Eastern  Ohio. 
We  are  right  in  the  heart  of  iron  industry  and 
consequently  the  tonnage  of  all  roads  out  of  here 
is  iron  in  one  form  or  another,  or  the  materials 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  same,  which  is  in 
no  ways  perishable,  therefore  it  follows  that  we 
have  few  preferred  runs.  Any  Brother  looking 
for  hard  work  and  plenty  of  it  will  be  safe  to  come 
this  way.  Bnsiness  drops  oft  a  little  during  the 
winter,  which  makes  the  spring  the  most  oppor- 
tune time  to  hire  here.  Seniority  rule  prevails 
on  the  Brie. 

Our  winters  are  very  trying,  as  we  invariably 
have  four  seasons  of  weather  in  one  week.  The 
frequent  changes  and  the  extremes  to  which  the 
thermometer  will  register  inside  of  a  few  days, 
coupled  to  the  long  hours  we  are  often  out  on  a 
trip,  make  our  burdens  grievous  to  be  borne.  But 
in  it  all  we  have  learned  to  see  the  silver  lining 
which  appears  in  every  cloud.  We  are  highly 
favored  by  having  a  very  efficient  and  genial 
superintendent,  one  who  sympathizes  with  us  and 
is  always  ready  to  do  anything  he  consistently 
can  for  the  benefit  of  bis  employes. 

The  aee  limit  is  not  being  lived  up  to  here  in  all 
cases,  aa  the  different  roads  have  been  compelled 
to  hire  experienced  men  in  order  to  successfully 
handle  the  extra  amount  of  business,  and  they 
found  it  costing  too  much  to  educate  the  student. 
There  is  a  general  feeling  here  against  the  age 
limit,  and  now  would  be  a  very  favorable  time  to 
take  the  question  up  and  have  it  forever  abolished, 
as  many  roads  have  been  disgusted  this  past  sum- 


mer in  trying  to  handle  the  enormous  business 
with  inexperienced  men.  In  this  section  of  the  ' 
country  business  has  increased  very  fast  the 
past  three  years,  but  the  roads  have  not  been 
keeping  up  with  it  in  regard  to  .terminal  yard 
room  and  other  trackage  to  handle  the  increasing 
tonnage  of  freight  given  them,  and  for  this  reason 
the  roads  have  been  badly  blocked  all  summer. 
Youngstown.  Ohio.  Correspondent. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

Brothers,  on  January  1.  1903.  there  will  be  a  re- 
ward given  to  the  member  making  the  greatest 
record  in  attendance  and  obedience  for  the  year  of 
1902.  I  note  that  some  of  the  Brothers  run  from  six 
months  to  six  years  for  non-attendance.  We  have 
a  good  Brother  who  will  hold  office  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  bis  obedience  to 
the  duties  of  his  office  will  be  better  than  his  at- 
tendance baa  been.  His  last  appearance  in  meet 
ing  was  July  28. 1895. 

I  notice  tbat  the  Brothers  look  about  one  year 
older  than  they  did  last  election.  Brother  T.  F. 
Gazerty  is  again  on  duty.  His  absence  was  caused 
by  bay  fever.  His  visit  was  in  Michigan.  Recently 
the  Brothers  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  an  old- 
time  friend  and  Brother.  Mr.  R.  F.  Gould,  member 
of  Division  14.  Brother  Gould  is  general  yard 
master  of  L.  V.  R.  R..  office  at  Packerton.  Pa. 

Sunday.  November  24,  the  Brothers  bad  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  a  very  refined  gentlemen  by 
the  name  of  Mr.  L.  A.  Fishtr.  Brother  Fisher  will 
make  us  a  good  member. 

Division  120  will  give  a  ball  in  the  near  future. 
All  Brothers  and  their  ladies  are  cordially  invited 
to  attend.  No  date  given.  Come  early  and  avoid 
the  rush.  The  election  passed  oft  very  quietly. 
There  was  very  little  trouble :  no  shooting,  and 
only  a  few  arrests  were  made  during  the  day.  Past 
Chief  Conductor  Edwin  Sexton  laid  the  law  down 
to  the  Brothers.  Now  will  you  be  good!  Nocbange 
has  been  made  in  the  salary  of  correspondent. 
Last  year  it  was  nothing;  for  the  ensuing  year  it 
will  be  the  same  thing. 

Inactivity  and  lack  of  interest  were  never  known 
to  make  a  success  of  anything.  Remember. 
Brother  officers,  that  upon  you  rests  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  success  of  our  Order.  I A  few  mem- 
bers would  add  very  materially,  you  would  find. 
-Ed.] 

Brother  Edward  Funk.  McKees  Rocks.  Pa:  Will 
this  letter  come  under  your  question  third,  of  No- 
vember Conductor  ?  G.  B.  M.  Shwkll, 

Huntington.  Ind. 

Editor  Railway  Conductor: 

We  had  an  election  of  officers  in  November  for 
1902.  Division  324  is  taking  the  boys  in 
right  along.  We  have  taken  in  several  new  mem- 
bers in  the  past  two  months.  Division  166  misses 
Brother  Henly's  pop  valve  when  he  is  away.  He 
attends  Division  324  quite  often  when  here,  but  be 
will  not  have  much  to  say.  I  guess  he  thinks 
Windy  Reynolds  would  out  talk  him.  but  I  do  not 
see  how  that  could  be  done.  Brother  Wilburn  has 
been  under  the  weather  for  several  days,  but  is  on 
bis  cannon  ball  run  again.  Brother  Vawter  has 
been  down  with  fever  for  four  weeks.  We  are  glad 
he  is  improving.   Brother  N.  Steward  1.  up  again 
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after  a  lone  spell  of  sickness.  Brother  B.  H  Spen- 
cer is  the  father  of  a  eleven-pound  girl,  and  a 
prouder  boy  yon  never  saw.  This  is  their  first  one. 
Our  general  chairman.  Brother  W.  G.  Brobeck. 
stopped  over  with  ns  a  few  bonrs  on  (be  2d.  Broth- 
er E.  T.  Spencer  is  a  little  under  tbe  weather,  and 
Brother  Bowen  is  handling  the  punch  on  hi*  run. 

Speaking  about  seniority  I  believe  our  officials 
on  this  system  realize  tbat  seniority  is  the  best  for 
them  to  have,  it  will  make  better  men  of  them. 
Brothers,  we  shonld  have  all  the  s)  mpatby  in  the 
world  for  men  in  freight  service.  There  is  where 
your  seniority  comes  in.  Do  you  think,  after  a 
man  has  been  a  freight  conductor  for  ten  or  fif- 
teen yearsAS  we  conductors  on  our  division  have— 
would  you  think  it  right  if  there  was  a  vacancy  on 
a  preferred  freight  or  passenger  run.  it  would  be 
right  to  put  a  younger  msn  on  them  and  still  keep 
tbe  old  conductors  down?  Let  seniority  rule  and 
we  will  have  better  men.  Wben  a  trainmaster 
hires  a  brakeman.  be  looks  forward  to  a  position 
as  a  passenger  conductor.  Under  these  circum- 
stances we  have  competent  men  in  train  service 
in  all  capacities,  able  to  fill  the  position  of  conduc- 
tor, trainmaster,  superintendent  or  president  of 
the  road  if  called  upon  to  do  so.  I  am  glad  to  know 
tbat  we  have  intelligent  Brothers  all  over  the 
United  States,  capable  of  practicing  law  at  the  bar 
or  preaching  tbe  gospel  in  tbe  pulpit. 

Bluefield.  W.  Va.  E.  T.  Spencer. 

Editor.  Railway  Conductor: 

Prateral  organization  is  what?  The  serious  ill- 
ness of  a  Brother  necessitated  his  run  to  be  filled 
by  one  wbo  was  not  the  oldest,  and  thereby  bangs 
a  tale.  Tbe  question  was  asked  in  a  peculiar  way. 
will  he  ever  be  able  to  resume  his  run,  if  not  I 
am  entitled  to  it  because  of  my  seniority.  Whith- 
er have  we  drifted?  When  a  Brother  for  tbe  sake 
of  a  lew  paltry  dollars  aspires  to  throw  out  a 
Brother  who.  perchance,  fell  heir  to  a  more  favor- 
able run:  wherein  does  our  organization  amount  to 
nanght  if  there  is  not  a  dollar  in  it.  I  love  my  loval 
Brother,  bnt  despise  a  disloyal  member  and  a 
fraud,  and  the  Brother  who  takes  the  obligatory 
oath  of  our  Order  and  then  can  see  nothing  bnt  the 
filthy  lucre  is  a  moth  and  will  soon  eat  a  hole  in 
the  organization  tbat  will  fester,  and  ere  we  are 
aware  of  its  presence  tbe  organization  will  suffer 
blood  poison,  and  if  not  of  robust  constitution,  will 
succumb;  and  it  is  preferable  that  we  should  not 
have  him  in  the  Order,  we  would  be  stronger  with- 
out him.  We  cannot  afford  to  carry  drones  or 
members  for  revenue  only.  That  is  not  our  motto. 
Fidelity  is  our  principle,  and  is  so  stated  in  the 
bond,  and  unless  we  live  op  to  it  we  are  violating 
our  obligation  and  are  not  worthy  of  the  green. 
When  we  realize  we  are  not  an  organization  for 
revenue,  then  and  not  till  then  will  we  deserve 
success.  We  cannot  succeed  fraternally  until  we 
are  worthy  parties  to  our  purpose:  we  may  be  suc- 
cessful, individually,  to  a  limited  degree,  but  as  a 
body  never.  The  principles  of  Fidelity.  Justice 
and  Charity  in  Perpetual  Friendship  must  occupy 
a  leading  position  or  we  are  lost  fraternally. 

Nov.  5th  we  were  honored  and  edified  by  a  visit 
from  our  Grand  Junior  Conductor.  L.  E.  Sheppard. 
The  meeting  was  attended  by  all  Brothers  who 
could  lend  their  presence,  but  being  an  off  night 


the  attendance  was  not  what  we  would  have  de 
sired.  Tbe  attendance  of  Brother  Sheppard  and 
his  lucid  explanation  of  tbe  object  and  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  thorough  organization  were 
features  that  will  long  be  remembered  by  those 
who  were  fortunate  enough  to  be  with  us.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  we  cannot  have  eur 
Grand  officers  with  us  more  frequently,  for  we 
are  in  need  of  them  Those  of  us  wbo  preach  or- 
ganization to  the  average  Brother  cannot  have  the 
effect  or  result  of  a  few  words  from  our  officers, 
onr  endeavors  become  chestnuts  of  an  antiquated 
nature.  Brother  Sheppard  was  suffering  from  a 
severe  cold,  and  was  forced  to  keep  indoors  dur- 
ing the  afternoon.  When  be  left  us,  next  morning, 
he  was  feeling  much  better,  and  we  sincerely 
trust  ere  this  he  has  entirely  recovered.  He  im- 
pressed us  as  being  a  worthy  Brother,  and  one 
who  carries  the  welfare  of  our  Order  in  his  heart, 
of  a  pleasing  demeanor  and  easily  approached, 
whole-souled  and  affable,  and  the  impression  he 
left  was  pleasing  and  effective.  Come  again. 
Brother,  and  we  will  endeavor  to  make  it  more  in- 
teresting next  time. 

Brother  Pemberton  has  just  returned  from  New 
York:  had  a  delightful  visit,  but  we  fear  the  ex- 
citement of  the  metropolis  was  too  much  for  his 
frail  composition,  for  be  has  been  confined  to  his 
room  almost  since  bis  return. 

Brother  S.  C.  Gilbert  of  Division  206  has  a  leave 
of  absence  for  six  months,  and  will  preside  over 
tbe  police  department  of  the  Exposition,  which  is 
a  guarantee  tbat  the  best  of  order  will  prevail,  and 
we  trust  witb  this  assurance  tbe  Brothers  through- 
out the  country  will  have  no  hesitancy  in  visiting 
this  old  historic  city— a  city  that  prides  itself  on 
its  antiquity  and  is  truly  worthy  of  tbat  pride.  Tbe 
management  promises  to  present  to  tbe  world 
an  exposition  that  will  dwarf  Chicago.  Buffalo  and 
kindred  exhibitions.  Come,  take  in  the  eights  and 
breathe  the  air  tbat  is  resonant  witb  a  hospitali- 
ty that  knows  no  equal.  Tbe  sun  rises  earlier, 
shines  brighter  snd  goes  down  later  in  Charleston 
than  any  city  on  this  continent,  and  the  welcome 
generated  from  that  warmth  is  as  spontaneous  and 
flows  with  a  liberality  that  cannot  be  surpassed. 
Come.  Brothers,  one  and  all.  bring  youi  best  girl, 
walk  down  on  the  Battery,  breathe  tbe  fresh  pure 
air,  thereby  creating  an  expansion  of  your  con- 
tracted ideas  of  ns  and  ours.  We  realize  tbat  we 
are  about  twenty  years  behind,  and  we  also  know 
tbat  the  legislation  of  this  country  for  the  last 
forty  years  has  been  detrimental  to  this  section, 
hence  we  are  late  in  a  great  many  respects,  but 
that  will  not  afftct  this  exposition,  for  Phoenix-like 
we  have  risen  from  the  ruins  and  are  now  prosper- 
ous, regardless  of  antagonistic  legislation,  and  we 
will  succeed  in  this  exposition  if  we  were  not  al- 
lowed an  appropriation.  We  hope  to  meet  you  all 
between  December  2nd  and  June  1st.  and  if 
Charleston  is  too  full  to  accommodate  you.  don't 
forget  that  Wil-nington  was  never  lull  and  never 
will  be  to  a  Brother  conductor. 

Oar  last  November  meeting  was  a  gem  within 
itself.  We  had  a  good  attendance  of  enthusiastic 
Brothers.  Littls  else  than  tbe  election  of  officers 
was  accomplished.  Ii  we  could  have  such  meet- 
ings generally  we  would  soon  purge  our  Division 
of  impure  matter  and  our  anticipations  would  be 
a  reality. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  a  prosperous  year  of  our 
Division  and  tb*  entire  Order.  LaFaykttb. 
Wilmington.  N.  C.  Li OOglC 


LEGAL  DECISIONS  OF  INTEREST  TO  RAILWAY  f\EH. 

Prepared  for  Thk  Railway  Conductor  by  Andrews  &  Murdoch,  Berrien  Springs.  Michigan, 


Employers  Liability  Act— Conductor' s  Sig- 
nal. 

In  the  case  of  Grand  Rapids  Railway 
Company  vs.  Pettitt,  Judge  Henly  of  the 
Indiana  Appellate  Court,  held, 

1.  That  in  performing  the  ordinary 
•duties  of  his  position,  a  brakeman  cannot 
be  held  to  be  acting  under  the  special 
■order  of  the  conductor  of  a  freight  train 
within  the  meaning  of  the  employers  lia- 
bility act. 

2.  Where  the  conductor  of  a  freight 
train  transmitted  to  the  engineer  an  im- 
proper signal,  negligently  given  to  him 
by  a  brakeman  when  another  brakeman 
was  attempting  to  make  a  coupling  in 
the  discharge  of  his  ordinary  duties  with- 
out special  direction  from  any  one,  and 
the  latter  brakeman  was  injured  by 
reason  of  the  engineer  obeying  such  order, 
the  railroad  company  is  not  liable  under 
said  act. 

Violation  of  Ordinance  Relating  to  Traifis 
at  Crossings. 

An  ordinance  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 
requires  all  railroad  companies  within 
the  city  to  place  flagmen  at  all  crossings 
of  graded  streets,  and  provides  for  gates 
on  certain  streets  when  required  by  reso- 
lution of  the  council.  For  the  violation 
of  this  ordinance  by  any  person  of  em- 
ploye assisting  in  running  any  engine  or 
train  across  such  streets  where  no  gate 
has  been  erected  as  required  by  the  reso- 
lution, the  ordinance  also  provides  a  pun- 
ishment. This  ordinance  was  recently 
construed  by  the  supreme  court  of  Kansas 
in  the  case  of  City  of  Leavenworth  vs. 
Hurdle  and  Islip,  66  Pac.  Rep.,  238.  Hur- 
•dle  and  Islip  were  conductor  and  en- 


gineer of  a  passenger  train  of  the  Atchi- 
son, Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railway  Com- 
pany and  they  were  convicted  of  vio- 
lating the  provisions  of  the  ordinance. 
The  supreme  court  held  that  the  provis- 
ions for  the  ordinance  above  quoted  re- 
ferred only  to  crossings  on  which  flag- 
men were  stationed  and  that  the  conduc- 
tor and  engineer  could  not  be  rightfully 
convicted  under  the  ordinance  for  the 
running  of  trains  across  their  crossings. 

Ejectment  of  Passengers  for  Failure  to  Sign- 
up Return  Tickets. 

A  passenger  on  a  train  in  South  Carolina 
of  the  Florida  Central  &  Peninsular  Rail- 
road Company  was  ejected  from  the  train 
by  the  conductor,  who  accosted  her  in  a 
rude  manner  when  ordering  her  to  leave 
the  train.  The  passenger  was  attempt- 
ing to  ride  on  the  return  portion  of  a 
round- trip  ticket.  At  the  time  of  pur- 
,  chasing  the  ticket  she  had  signed  a  con- 
tract which  required  her  to  sign  the  ticket 
before  the  agent  at  the  point  of  destina- 
tion and  have  him  stamp  it  before  start- 
ing on  her  return  trip.  She  had  failed  to 
do  this  and  the  conductor  refused  to 
honor  the  ticket.  She  claimed  in  a  suit 
for  damages  for  being  ejected  that  she 
had  purchased  the  ticket  hurriedly  and 
did  not  notice  that  she  was  required  to 
again  sign  it  before  the  agent  at  the  point 
of  destination.  The  ticket  itself  con- 
tained notice,  however,  of  this  require- 
ment. The  language  used  by  the  con- 
ductor, while  bluff  and  peremptory,  was 
not  abusive. 

The  plaintiff  recovered  judgment  in  the 
lower  court  but  this  judgment  was  set 
aside  in  the  supreme ^du^o^e  state, 
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the  court  holding  that  the  conditions  of 
the  contract  of  purchase  of  the  ticket  had 
not  been  complied  with  by  the  plaintiff 
and  that  as  a  matter  of  law  she  was  bound 
to  know  those  terms  even  though  as  a 
matter  of  fact  she  had  neglected  to  in- 
form herself  of  them  through  failure  to 
read  the  contract  or  ticket.  As  to  the 
claim  for  compensation  for  the  rude 
language  used  toward  her  at  the  time  of 
the  ejsctmsnt  the  court  said,  "while  it  is 
quite  probable  the  conductor  spoke  in  a 
quick,  peremptory  tone,  there  was  no 
element  of  abuse  in  what  he  said  to  her," 
and  for  language  not  abusive  the  com- 
pany could  not  be  held  liable. 

Carriage  of  Passengers  on  Freight  Trains. 

In  passing  upon  the  degree  of  care  re- 
quired in  the  management  of  a  freight 
train  that  carried  passengers  in  its 
caboose,  the  supreme  court  of  Alabama 
in  the  case  of  Southern  Railway  Co.  vs. 
Crowder,  30  So.  Rep.  592,  said:  "Those 
taking  passage  on  such  a  train  assume 
no  risk  of  conduct  on  the  carrier's  part 
lacking  in  care  for  passengers,  nor  does 
the  fact  that  the  train  is  composed  mainly 
of  freight  cars  lessen  the  degree  of  care 
resting  on  the  carrier  and  which  requires 
of  it  everything  which  consistently  with 
the  character  and  practical  operation  of 
such  trains,  is  available  for  the  pas- 
senger's safety." 

Failure  to  Hold  Train—  Tennessee  Contrib- 
utory Negligence  Law. 

The  failure  of  a  conductor  to  hold  a 
train  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail- 
road Company  at  a  station  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  enable  the  passengers 
to  alight  safely  has  resulted  in  a  judg- 
ment against  the  road  for  damages  re- 
ceived by  a  passenger  in  getting  off  a  car. 

The  plaintiff  was  a  woman  and  she 
claimed  in  her  complaint  that  when  she 
was  in  the  act  of  getting  off  of  the  train, 
in  the  presence  of  the  conductor,  the  sig- 
nal was  given  by  him  to  start;  that  it  did 
start,  and  threw  her  from  it,  resulting  in 
her  serious  and  permanent  injury,  for 
which  she  sought  damages 


There  is  a  platform  at  Springfield  upon 
which  passengers  alight  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  railroad  track  from  the  depot, 
_  it  being  between  the  railroad  tracks  and 
the  town .  The  plaintiff  and  her  witnesses 
testified  that  while  she  was  endeavoring  to 
alight  fromthetrain,  in  the  presence  of  the 
conductor,  it  not  having  remained  long 
enough  at  the  station  to  permit  her  to 
alight  in  safety,  the  conductor  had  it 
start,  and  she  was  thrown  to  the  ground, 
causing  the  injury  complained  of.  She 
and  some  of  her  witnesses  testified  that 
as  she  started  down  the  steps  to  alight  on 
the  platform  prdvided  for  passengers, 
the  conductor  hollooed  to  her  to  leave  the 
train  on  the  side  next  to  the  depot;  that 
she  turned  to  leave  it  on  that  side,  when 
it  started  as  stated.  The  defendant  ad- 
mitted that  the  plaintiff  was  a  passenger 
upon  its  train  from  Nashville  to  Spring- 
field, but  claimed  that  she  had  ceased  to 
be  a  passenger  at  the  time  she  received 
the  injury,  upon  the  idea  that  she  had  left 
the  train,  stood  upon  the  platform,  and 
was  injured  in  an  effort  to  go  over  the 
steps  and  platform  of  the  car  to  the  op- 
posite side.  The  evidence  was  conflict- 
ing but  the  jury  found  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff.  The  supreme  court  affirmed 
the  decision.  In  reviewing  the  case  it 
said:  "If  the  servants  in  charge  of  the 
train  on  which  plaintiff  was  a  passenger 
failed  to  hold  it  long  enough  to  enable  her 
to  alight  in  safety,  and  she  was  injured 
while  attempting  to  do  so,  or,  even 
though  the  train  was  held  long  enough  to 
enable  her  to  alight  in  safety,  yet  if  the 
servants  in  charge  of  the  train,  with 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  she  was  at- 
tempting to  alight,  caused  the  train  to 
start,  thereby  causing  her  injury,  the 
company  is  liable.  The  accident  having 
occurred  in  Tennessee  the  contributory 
negligence  law  of  that  state  was  held  to 
apply,  which  was  stated  by  the  court  to 
be  that  plaintiff  could  recover  although 
she  may  have  been  guilty  of  negligence- 
contributing  to  her  injury,  providing  the 
negligent  act  of  the  appellant  was  the  di- 
rect and  proximate  cause  of  the  injury. 
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A.  H.  Vie'e  has  been  elected  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range. 

E.  J.  D.  Myers  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Washington  &  Southern. 

W.  D.  Cornish  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  San  Antonio  &  Aransas  Pass. 

J.  E.  Rodes  has  resigned  as  assistant 
to  the  president  of  the  Tennessee  Central. 

E.  B.  Freeman  has  been  chosen  vice- 
president  of  the  Georgetown  &  Western. 

Raymond  DuPuy  has  been  chosen  vice- 

E resident  of  the  St.  Joseph  &  Grand 
sland. 

W.  E.  Tew  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Dakota  division  of  the  Great 
Northern. 

W.  A.  Sheehan  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  at  Freeport,  111.,  for  the  Illi- 
nois Central. 

W.  T.  Bogert  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Bradford  Bordell&  Kinzua, 
at  Foxburg,  Pa. 

John  Francisco  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  for  the  Ulster  &  Delaware 
at  Rondont,  N.  Y. 

E.  Rvder  has  resigned  as  superinten- 
dent of  the  Washington  division  of  the 
Southern  Railway. 

A.  H.  Galleher  has  been  appointed 
assistant  trainmaster  at  Pittsburg  for  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

J.  T.  Casey  has  been  appointed  division 
superintendent  of  the  Mexican  Central  at 
Guadalajara,  Mex. 

J.  W.  Carroll  has  resigned  as  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  New  York  Phila- 
delphia &  Norfolk. 

N.  Mills  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  Duluth  Virginia  &  Rainy 
River  of  Minnesota. 

J.  D.  Martin  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Arkansas  Southwestern. 
Office  at  Upland,  Ark. 

A.  G.  Hackstaff  has  been  chosen  third 
vice-president  of  the  Illinois  Central,  with 
headquarters  at  New  York. 

A.  M.  Lane  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  West  Virginia  Northern. 
Headquarters  at  Irona,  W.  Va. 

H.  C.  Higgins  has  been  appointed 


trainmaster  of  freight  terminals  of  the 
Illinois  Central  at  Chicago,  111. 

W.  E.  Silverthorne  has  been  elected 

E resident  of  the  Arkansas  Southeastern, 
leadquarters  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Timothy  Bresnehan  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Cincinnati  Lebanon  & 
Northern.   Office  at  Xenia,  Ohio. 

W.  E.  Williams  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Missouri  Kansas  & 
Texas.  .Office  at  Greenville,  Tex. 

R.  B.  Reynolds  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  be- 
tween Gallery  Junction  and  Foxburg. 

J.  J.  Flynn  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Illinois  Central  between 
Canton,  Miss.,  and  New  Orleans,  La. 

R.  L.  Montague  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Georgetown  & 
Western.   Office  at  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

George  F.  Hawks  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Galveston,  Harris- 
burg  &  San  Antoine,  at  Houston,  Tex. 

O.  B.  Grant  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Davenport  &  Rock 
Island.   Headquarters  at  Davenport,  la. 

W.  T.  Caldwell  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  St.  Louis  division  of  the 
Illinois  Central.  Office  at  Carbondale,  111. 

E.  H.  Pfafflin  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Evansville  &  Terre 
Haute.   Headquarters  at  Evansville,  Ind. 

John  M.  Daly  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Cape  Breton  railwav. 
Headquarters  at  Port  Hawksbury,  N.  S» 

J.  G.  Metcalfe  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Evansville  &  Terre 
Haute.   Headquarters  at  Evansville,  Ind. 

C.  G.  Waldo  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Findlay,  Ft.  Wayne 
&  Western,  now  a  part  of  the  C.  H.  &  D. 

A.  C.  Hobart  has  been  appointed  divis- 
ion superintendent  of  the  Mexican  Cen- 
tral. Headquarters  at  Guadalajara,  Mex. 

James  Corbett  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Susquehanna  division 
of  the  Erie.  Headquarters  at  Elmira, 
N.  Y. 

T.  J.  English  has  been  appointed  su- 

Serintendent  of  the  Pittsburg  division  of 
le  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  Headquarters  at 
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Pittsburg,  Pa.,  vice  John  Barron,  re- 
signed. 

William  Irvine  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Chippewa  River  & 
Menominee.  Headquarters  at  Chippewa 
Falls,  Wis. 

Robert  Holland  has  been  appointed  act- 
ing superintendent  of  the  Black  well  Enid 
A  Southwestern.  Headquarters  at  Black- 
well,  Okla. 

G.  D.  Cash  has  been  appointed  division 
superintendent  of  the  Cananea  Consoli- 
dated Copper  Company's  Railway  at 
Naco,  Ariz. 

J.  C.  Stuart  has  been  appointed  general 
superintendent  of  transportation  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio.  Headquarters  at  Bal- 
timore, Md. 

W.  H.  Calvert  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Chicago  Peoria  &  St.  Louis. 
Office  at  Springfield,  111.,  viceW.  H.  Grid- 
ley,  resigned. 

E.  Ryder  has  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  western  division  of  the 
Chicago  &  Alton.  Headquarters  at  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 

L.  F.  Loree  has  been  chosen  president 
of  the  Baltimote  &  Ohio  Southwestern  in 
the  place  of  E.  R.  Bacon,  who  was  made 
vice-president. 

Charles  S.  Weston  has  been  appointed 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Burling- 
ton Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern,  south  of 
Iowa  Falls,  la. 

F.  C.  Batchelder  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  middle  division  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  with  headquarters 
at  Newark,  Ohio. 

F.  E.  Ramsdell  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  P.  &  L.  E.  division  of 
the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie.  Office  at 
McKees  Rocks,  Pa. 

George  W.  Bartlett  has  been  appointed 
generalsuperintendentof  the  South  Shore 
Railway  and  the  Quebec  Southern.  Head- 
quarters at  Montreal,  Que. 

H.  H.  Brewer  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  Little  Rock  terminals 
at  Little  Rock.  Ark.,,  of  the  St.  Louis 
Iron  Mountain  &  Southern. 

Charles  M.  Hays  has  accepted  the  po- 
sition of  second  vice  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Grand  Trunk,  vice 
George  B.  Reeve,  resigned. 

A.  B.  Liggett  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  transportation  of  the  en- 
tire St.  Louis  Southwestern  system,  with 
headquarters  at  Tyler,  Tex. 

R.  P.  Daltonbas  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Valley  division  of  the 
St.  Louis  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern. 
Headquarters  at  Mer  Rouge,  La. 
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D.  D.  Carothers,  engineer  maintenance 
of  way  for  B.  &  O.  S.  w.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  snperinteddent  at  Chica- 
go, 111.,  for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

W.  K.  Gillett  has  been  chosen  president 
of  the  Florence  &  Cripole  Creek,  vice  J.  J. 
Frey.  resigned.  Mr.  Gillett  still  remains 
president  of  the  Midland  Terminal. 

T  F  Rowland  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Salt  Lake  division  of  the 
Southern  Pacific.  Office  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  vice  M.  J.  Griffin,  resigned. 

C.  J.  Kalbaugh  has  been  appointed 
trainmaster  of  the  Youghiogheny  and 
Monongahela  divisions  of  the  Pittsburg 
&  Lake  Erie.  Office  at  McKees  Rocks,  Pa. 

G.  B.  Obey  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Youghiogheny  and  Mo- 
nongahela divisions  of  the  Pittsburg  & 
Lake  Erie.  Headquarters  at  Pittsburg, 
Pa. 

James  R.  Mc  Parti  arid  has  been  appoint- 
ed trainmaster  of  the  first  division,  main 
line,  of  the  Burlington  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern,  with  headquarters  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  la. 

O.  A.  Brown  has  been  appointed  train- 
master north  of  Iowa  Falls  for  the  Bur- 
lington Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern.  Office 
at  Estherville,  la.,  vice  H.  H.  Tiffany, 
transferred. 

L.  S.  Robertson  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant trainmaster  of  the  southern  divis- 
ion of  the  Kansas  City  Southern  and  of 
the  Texarkanna  &  Fi.  Smith.  Office  at 
Texarkanna,  Tex. 

S.  J  Collins,  who  resigned  as  general 
superintendent  of  the  Wisconsin  Central, 
has  been  succeeded  by  E.  F.  Potter,  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Davenport 
Rock  Island  &  Northwestern. 

J.  W.  Riley  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  P.  &  L.  E.  division,  in- 
cluding Pittsburg  yard,  first  and  second 
divisions  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie. 
Headquarters  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

O.  H.  McCarty  has  been  appointed  su- 
perintendent of  the  divisions  north  of 
Iowa  Falls,  of  the  Burlington  Cedar  Rap- 
ids &  Northern,  vice  W.  P.  Ward,  re- 
signed.  Headquarters  at  Estherville,  la. 

J.  C.  Riddell,  whose  appointment  to 
general  superintendent  of  the  Marietta 
Columbus  &  Cleveland  we  mentioned  in 
our  last  issue,  contained  an  error  in  the 
spelling  of  that  gentleman's  name.  It 
should  be  as  above. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Brennan,  whom  we  mentioned 
as  having  been  appointed  to  the  position 
of  general  superintendent  of  the  Clover 
Leaf,  was  only  temporarily  filling  that  po- 
sition, and  has  now  returned  to  Charles- 
ton, 111.,  as  division  superintendent. 
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A  circular  issued  at  North  Bay,  Ontario, 
by  the  promoters  of  a  proposed  new  or- 
ganization of  railway  employes  for  Can 
ada  contained  a  financial  statement  which 
was  said  to  be  made  up  from  figures  ob- 
tained from  the  general  office  of  the 
Order.  These  figures  appeared  to  the 
Grand  Chief  Conductor  as  incorrect.  He 
inquired  from  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  if  he  or  any  one  in  his  office 
had  been  asked  for,  or  had  given,  the 
figures  in  question.   Having  in  mind  the 

Sroposed  organization  and  the  period 
uring  which  we  had  had  knowledge  of 
the  move,  the  answer  was  that  no  figures 
had  been  requested  or  given.  On  the 
strength  of  that  answer  the  Grand  Chief 
Conductor  made  the  declaration  in  a 
"Mention"  in  the  November  Conductor 
that  the  statement  that  figures  had  been 
obtained  from  the  general  office  was  a 
misrepresentation  and  that  the  presenta- 
tion made  by  use  of  those  figures  was 
false. 

After  this  had  been  sent  out,  it  was 
learned  that  it  was  claimed  that  the 
figures  had  been  secured  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Division  242.  Search  of  the  files 
then  revealed  a  forgotten  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  242  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
in  March  last  in  which  he- asked  for  some 
figures  affecting  the  Canadian  members, 
which  he  said  he  wanted  "to  cinch  an  ar- 
gument with  a  member  of  the  B.  R.  T." 
In  answer  to  this  request  an  estimate  of 
about  what  he  requested  was  given  to 
him  as  Secretary  of  a  Division  and  the 
correspondence  was  filed  and  thought  no 
more  of.  The  estimate  given  was  not  ac- 
curate and  it  was  so  stated  to  him.  The 
figures  proved  to  be  much  further  from 
correct  than  was  supposed.  The  correct 
figures  are  as  given  in  our  November 
issue. 

As  soon  as  it  was  learned  that  the  claim 
of  having  secured  official  figures  was 
based  upon  the  letter  in  question,  which 
was  written  to  one  of  our  Secretaries  nine 
months  before  and  which  had  no  appar- 
ent connection  with  the  move  under  dis- 
cussion, the  Grand  Chief  Conductor  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  every  Division  in  Can- 
ada, explaining  the  existence  of  the  letter. 
He  did  that,  and  he  makes  this  explana- 
tion, because  he  does  not  want  to  be  un- 
fair to  any  person  nor  misstate  or  misre- 
present any  fact.    The   connection  in 


which  their  figures  were  presented  was 
somewhat  misleading  but  it  will  be  seen 
that  their  statement  that  their  figures  had 
been  obtained  from  the  general  office  was 
not  a  willful  misrepresentation,  and  we 
are  glad  to  acquit  them  of  that  charge. 

When  you  change  your  place  of  resi- 
dence or  do  not  receive  Thb  Conductor 
regularly  drop  the  editor  a  card  giving 
your  name,  Division  number  and  address. 

4 

Division  386  has  moved  from  Murphys- 
boro  to  Bast  St.  Louis,  Illinois. 

Look  out  for  a  fraud  about  40  years  of 
age  sailing  under  the  name  of  T.  J.  Per- 
kins and  claiming  to  hail  from  Denver, 
Colo. 

«a 

Brother  M.  R.  Mathews  of  Division  177, 
has  been  appointed  general  yardmaster 
for  the  C.  A.  &  C.  and  F.  W.  &  C.  at 
Orrville,  Ohio. 

m 

Any  one  knowing  the  address  of  Bro- 
ther S.  G.  Collis  will  confer  a  favor  by 
notifying  C.  E.  Stone,  Secretary  254, 
Frankfort,  Ind. 

Brother  R.  B.  Stegall  of  Division  148 
wants  the  address  or  G.  A.  Odell,  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Division— or  any  information 
by  which  he  may  be  located. 

6 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  an  invita- 
tion to  participate  in  the  fourteenth  an- 
nual ball  to  be  given  by  W.  M.  Hobbs 
Lodge  No.  4  B.  of  R.  T.  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  25th. 

0 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  pretty  song  writ- 
ten by  W.  E.  Wrye.  member  of  Division 
156  B.  of  L.  E.,  of  Birmingham.  Ala.,  en- 
titled, "What  Happened  in  the  Beechwood 
Long  Ago." 

Brother  C.  R.  Stewart's  letter  in  the 
Fraternal  Department  of  this  issue  calls 
attention  to  a  subject  which  is  of  vital 
interest  to  every  man  who  works.  Brother 
Stewart's  presentation  is  not  overdrawn. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


358 


THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


It  behooves  all  to  give  attention  to  the 
note  of  warning  and  to  awake  to  action 
on  this  subject. 

Brother  Grant  Ferguson  of  Division  166, 
who  was  elected  Grand  Outside  Sentinel 
at  St.  Paul,  has  been  appointed  yard 
master  for  the  Union  Pacific  at  Evanston, 
Wyoming. 

Brother  H.  M.  Held,  of  Division  340,  re- 
ports the  loss  of  all  his  O.  R.  C.  and  K. 
P.  receipts  together  with  $75  in  pocket 
book  while  sleeping  in  his  caboose  at 
Crookston,  Minn. 

We  are  informed  that  at  the  prelimin- 
ary convention  of  the  proposed  new 
Canadian  order,  held  at  Ottawa,  Nov.  20, 
so  little  encouragement  was  given  to  the 
move  that  it  was  abandoned. 

«3 

Brother  Howard  Case  of  Newton,  Iowa, 
has  a  complece  file  of  The  Railway  Con- 
ductor beginning  with  January,  1884,  to 
the  present  date  that  he  will  dispose  of 
to  any  person  wishing  to  secure  them. 


If  any  Brother  can  send  the  address  of 
C.  A.  Boice,  formerly  train  dispatcher  on 
the  Rock  Islaud  at  Herington,  Kas.,  to 
Brother  W.  B.  Freeland,  Secretary  Divis- 
ion 298,  Pratt,  Kas.,  it  will  be  appreciated. 

Brother  John  Francisco  of  Division  104 
has  been  appointed  trainmaster  for  the 
Ulster  &  Delaware,  at  Rondout,  N.  Y. 
The  Conductor  joins  with  Brother  Fran- 
cisco's many  friends  in  wishing  him  suc- 
cess. 

Brothers  P.  B.  Bowers  and  W.  H.  An- 
derson of  Division  177  and  Brother  C.  H. 
Mell  of  Div.  314  have  laid  aside  their 
overalls  and  jackets  and  donned  the  blue 
on  passenger  service,  for  the  Pennsylvania 
company. 

It  will  be  a  source  of  pleasure  to  the 
friends  of  Brother  C.  T.  Kalbaugh  to 
learn  that  he  has  been  appointed  train- 
master of  the  Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie  at 
McKees  Rocks,  Pa.  The  Conductor 
wishes  Brother  Kalbaugh  success. 

Miss  Abi  U.  Davis,  the  nine-year  old 
daughter  of  R.  E.  Davis,  a  baggageman 
for  the  Southern  Railway  at  Birming- 
ham, Ala.,  is  becoming  a  "wizard"  on 
the  wire.  She  recently  copied  fifty-two 
words  in  a  little  more  than  two  minutes 
in  a  test  of  her  capacity  for  receiving  and 
copying. 


The  Fraternal  letter  of  Brother  Manley 
of  Division  40  announces  the  appointment 
of  Brother  Will  E.  Tew  of  that  Division 
to-  the  position  of  trainmaster  of  the 
Dakota  Division  of  the  Great  Northern. 
The  members  everywhere  will  join  us  in 
our  congratulations  and  good  wishes  for 
Brother  Tew's  success. 

Assessment  notices  for  the  year  of  1902 
have  been  mailed  to  all  members  of  the 
Mutual  Benefit  Department  to  their  last 
known  address.  Any  member  failing  to 
promptly  receive  his  notices  should 
promptly  advise  the  Grand  Secretary, 
giving  his  present  address,  and  second 
notices  will  be  mailed  to  him. 


A  number  of  our  ladies  forwarded  Mrs. 
McKinley  copies  of  engrossed  resolutions 
of  condolence  which  have  been  acknowl- 
edged by  her  upon  a  card  in  neat  form 
and  simple  language  saying: 

"Mrs.  McKinley  acknowledges  with 
grateful  appreciation  the  tender  express- 
ions of  sympathy  extended  to  her  in  her 
sorrow." 

4 

An  amusing  illustration  of  diversity  of 
opinion  is  given  in  the  Fraternal  letters 
of  two  correspondents  relative  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  The  Conductor.  One  says, 
"it  is  the  neatest  and  most  tasty  cover 
we  have  ever  had;"  another  says  "it  does 
not  rank  with  the  best  covers  on  a  patent 
medicine  almanac."  Which  one  is  the 
more  capable  judge  of  material  and  style? 


The  following  Division  Cards  have 
been  lost  or  stolen.  If  presented  take  up 
and  send  to  the  Grand  Secretary: 

DIV.  NO.  NAME.  CARD  NO. 

57  C.  L.  Flemming  10803 

330  Albert  Venn  5758 

395  T.  H.  Brennan  11321 

395  J.  E.  Edwards  9809 


The  Louisville  &  Nashville,  it  is  said, 
is  presenting  its  employes  who  have 
served  it  longer  than  five  years,  new 
winter  uniforms.  Undoubtedly  those 
who  are  required  to  buy  clothes  that  can 
only  be  worn  while  acting  as  the  com- 

Eany's  agents  will  appreciate  this,  for  it 
as  always  appealed  to  us  that  a  company 
derives  the  greater  benefit  out  of  any 
proposition  that  has  for  its  purpose  such 
a  marked  advertisement. 

Brother  W.  A.  Nash,  Secretary  of  Divi- 
sion 332,  desires  the  addresses  of  the  fol- 
lowing members  of  that  Division:  E.  H. 
Schroeder,  last  heard  from  at  Everett, 
Wash.;  G.  W.  Carnes,  last  heard  from  at 
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Lansing,  Kas.,'  J.  C.  Berry,  last  heard 
from  at  Little  River,  Kas.;  R.  P.  Har- 
gjraves,  last  heard  from  at  Pine  Bluff, 

The  Train  Dispatcher's  Bulletin  is  the 
name  of  a  very  bright  magazine  that 
comes  to  our  table.  It  is  full  of  interest- 
ing questions  on  train  orders  and  discus- 
sions on  same— interesting  to  every  man 
in  train  service.  It  contains  forms  of 
orders,  clearances  and  in  fact  discusses 
everything  connected  with  the  movement 
of  trains.  It  is  published  at  Toledo, 
Ohio,  subscription  price  fifty  ceota  a 
year. 
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Quite  a  number  of  our  Division  Secre- 
taries omitted  the  dates  and  hours  of 
meeting  from  their  annual  reports.  In 
every  instance  we  inserted  the  same 
times  in  the  directory  for  1902  which  will 
appear  with  our  January  number.  It 
sometimes  occurs  that  Divisions  change 
their  days  and  hours  of  meeting  without 
giving  us  notice  of  same.  We  wish  to 
impress  the  necessity  of  this  upon  our 
Division  Secretaries  and  at  the  same  time 
ask  them  to  give  us  accurate  data  regard- 
ing this  matter  that  our  new  directory 
may  be  absolutely  perfect  in  every  re- 
spect. 

"The  Kidnapped  Millionaires"  in  a 
very  cleverly  written  story,  the  attractive 
and  startling  new  feature  of  which  is  the 
actual  kidnapping  and  marooning  of 
several  prominent  millionaires.  The  tale 
is  one  of  absorbing  interest  to  the  lover 
of  adventure  and  to  the  one  who  enjoys  a 
a  good  story,  while  the  student  of  sociolo- 
gy or  political  economy  will  find  much  to 
interest  him  in  the  theories  and  convic- 
tions of  Sidney  Hammond,  a  charming 
character.  The  acme  of  newspaper  en- 
terprise, ingeniously  conceived,  plays  an 
important  part  in  this  truly  novel  novel. 
Lothrop  Publishing  Co..  Boston. 


Brother  J.  B.  Hill,  of  Division  No  1,  as- 
sistant claim  agent  for  the  Chicago  & 
Eastern  Illinois  Railroad,  Ellsworth 
Building,  Chicago,  111.,  is  very  anxious  to 
learn  the  whereabouts  of  Henry  J.  North, 
a  brakeman  of  ten  or  more  years'  experi- 
ence on  various  roads  in  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota.  Worked  as  brakeman  on  the 
C.  &  E.  I.  road  in  the  winter  of  1890-91. 
He  is  wanted  as  a  witness  in  an  import- 
ant law  suit.  Any  information  as  to  his 
present  whereabouts,  sent  to  Brother  Hill 
at  the  above  address,  will  be  highly  ap- 
preciated. 

One  C.  B.  Porter  is  traveling  about  re- 
questing favors  and    courtesies  from 


members  of  the  Order  on  the  strength  of  , ; 
claimed  membership  in  the  Order.  He 
generally  claims  to  belong  at  Cheyenne, 
Wyo.,  and  presents  as  identification  some 
old  passes  and  letters  from  business  men 
or  business  associations.  In  some  in- 
stances he  claims  relationship  in  some 
way  with  the  Grand  Chief  Conductor.  He 
is  a  rank  fraud.  His  claims  of  member- 
ship in  the  Order  and  of  relationship  with 
its  executive  are  false  in  every  particu- 
lar. 

We  have  received  invitations  from  a 
number  of  Divisions  to  attend  balls, 
among  which  are  those  from  Division  86 
to  attend  their  6th  annual  ball;  from  113, 
to  attend  their  16th  annual  ball;  from  126; 
to  attend  their  17th  annual  ball;  from  167, 
to  attend  their  1st  annual  ball;  and  from 
Auxiliary  104  to  attend  their  second  annual 
ball.  To  all  we  return  thanks.  A  hand- 
kerchief bazaar,  to  be  held  by  Auxiliary 
11,  Jan.  10  is  the  latest  novelty.  The 
color  and  size  of  the  handkerchief  soli- 
cited is  not  limited,  but  nothing  is  said 
about  wear  and  tear. 

The  usual  annual  influx  of  Fraternal 
Correspondence  has  reached  a  point  far 
above  the  average  this  month,  and  al- 
though we  have  added  extra  pages  we 
have  been  compelled  to  hold  some  letters 
over  for  want  of  space.  We  have  found 
it  necessary  as  well  to  cut  out  the  numer- 
ous rosters  of  officers-elect  given  by  our 
correspondents.  This  policy  will  be  ad- 
hered to  in  future  as  well,  for  the  direc- 
tory contains  the  principal  officers  of 
every  Division  and  the  detailed  reports 
are  not  of  general  interest  to  the  mem- 
bers at  large.  We  will  thank  our  mem- 
bers to  conform  to  this  policy  and  direct 
their  efforts  to  produce  matter  of  general 
interest  to  the  readers  during  the  coming 
year. 

The  Associated  Lodges  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Firemen  of  Cook 
county,  111. ,  will  give  their  annual  charity 
ball  at  the  Auditorium  in  Chicago  on  the 
evening  of  Tuesdav,  January  28.  1902,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Home  for  Aged  and  dis- 
abled Railroad  Employes  at  Highland 
Park,  111.  Music  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Second  Regiment  Infantry  Band  and  tick- 
ets of  admission  for  gentleman  and  lady 
will  be  $1.  These  Lodges  of  the  B.  L.  F. 
gave  a  similar  ball  one  year  ago,  which 
was  a  brilliant  success  socially  and  a 
handsome  success  financially.  A  great 
deal  of  comfort  was  thus  brought  to  the 
inmates  of  the  Home.  The  move  is  a 
purely  charitable  and  worthy  one  and 
should  receive  cordial  support  at  the 
hands  of  the  members  of  the  several  or- 

f anizations  who  are  interested  in  the  wel- 
are  of  the  Home  and  its  unfortunate  in- 
mates. 
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It  is  said  that  the  Chicago  &  Eastern 
Illinois  is  back  of  a  scheme  to  relieve  the 
distress  of  its  employes,  their  widows 
and  orphans,  dnring  the  coming  winter, 
by  sending  a  committee  of  employes 
along  its  lines  to  investigate  all  cases  of 
need,  and  render  financial  assistance. 


James  Knight  has  been  appointed  gen- 
eral yardmaster  of  the  Lake  Shore  yards 
at  Englewood.  He  is  a  son  of  the  famous 
engineer  William  Knight,  who  ran  the 
engine  "General,"  which  was  captured  at 
Big  Shanty.  Ga.,  by  a  detachment  of 
General  Mitchell's  army  known  as  the 
"Andrews  Raiders,"  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 
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A  mention  in  Railway  and  Locomotive 
Engineering  says  that  many  persons  are 
being  imposed  upon  by  parties  who  are 
selling  ' '  Standard  Examination  Questions 
and  Answers,"  formulated  at  the  last 
convention  of  the  Air  Brake  Association, 
at  $1  per  copy.  It  should  be  understood 
by  all  that  this  book  retails  at  25  cents 
and  can  he  had  complete  by  writing  F. 
M.  Nellis,  174  Broadway  St.,  N.  Y.  From 
it  we  are  reproducing  our  matter  on  that 
subject. 

The  McKinley  National  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation solicits  subscriptions  to  the  fund 
which  is  to  be  used  in  erecting  a  suitable 
memorial  to  the  memory  of  the  murdered 


president.  This  is  in  no  sense  a  partisan 
or  political  move.  The  Association  will 
prepare  and  distribute  to  all  donors  to 
the  fund  a  souvenir  certificate.  Each 
donor  is  requested  to  forward  his  name 
and  address  with  his  remittance  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  Association,  Myron  T. 
Herrick,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  preserva- 
tion in  the  permanent  archives  of  the 
Association.  It  is  intended  to  have  the- 
offerings  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the- 
people  and  to  give  everyone  an  opportuni- 
ty to  contribute.  The  trustees  are  promi- 
nent business  men  from  all  parts  of  the; 
United  States. 

The  Cincinnati,  Georgetown  &  Ports- 
mouth Railroad  which  was  recently  pur- 
chased by  the  Com  stock  Bros,  of  Detroit,. 
Mich.,  will  be  immediately  converted  from 
a  steam  railroad  to  a  modern  electric 
railroad-  The  gauge  will  be  standard 
and  freight  will  be  handled  by  electric  en- 
gines. This  is  the  first  steam  railroad  in 
the  United  States  to  be  so  converted.  It 
will  traverse  its  present  length  of  42  miles- 
from  Carrel  St.  to  Georgetown  and  per- 
haps be  extended  later  to  West  Union,  the- 
county  seat  of  Adams  county.  The  equip- 
ment will  be  changed  on  Jan.  I,  1902: 
Supt.  J.  M.  Myers  has  been  retained,  much* 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  employes  and 
patrons  of  the  road.  His  fairness  and 
business-like  methods  has  made  him 
very  popular  with  all  he  has  had  dealings 
with  since  he  took  charge  of  the  C.  G.  & 
P.  in  1894. 


If  the  address  on  the  wrapper  of  your  Conductor  Is  not  correct,  ill  out  this 
coupon,  and  send  it  to  Editor  Railway  Conductor: 


Ckaagt  Ortotd  by  

THE  RAILWAY  CONDUCTOR. 


PRE8ENT  ADDRE88. 


Name. 


.Division  Jko.. 


Box  or  Street  and  No.- 
Postofflce  


Postofflce. 


 State. 

OLD  A00RE88 

 State. 


Sen  mk  Gto  OM  kUnu  mi  MvMm  Neater. 
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Andrews— Brother  M.  L.  Andrews.  Division  135.  Nashville.  Tenn. 
Albright— Brother  H.  T.  Albright,  Division  143. Harrisburg.  Pa. 

Bauohman— Brother  H.  L.  Baughmaa,  Division  100.  Colnmbns.  Ohio. 

Backman— Brother  J.  H.  Backman.  Division  275.  Yoakum.  Tex. 

Berry— Brother  C.  A.  Berry.  Division  389.  Albuquerque.  N.  M. 

BuBNS-Brother  J.  Burns.  Division  217.  Bennett.  Pa. 

Burns— Brother  L.  Barns.  Division  155.  Syracuse.  N.  Y. 

Brownell— Daughter  of  Brother  P.  J.  Brownell.  Division  262. Cleburne.  Tex. 

Coburn— Mother  of  Brother  P.  Cobnrn.  Division  89,  Louisville.  Ky. 
CoNLKY-Son  of  Brother  J.  A.  Conley.  Division  107,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Driscoll—  Brother  F.  M.  Driscoll.  Division  145.  Conneaut,  Ohio. 

Foulk— Brother  D.  J.  Foulk,  Division  193.  Bncyrus.  Ohio. 

Fee rebee— Brother  W.  A.  Ferrebee.  Division  196.  Jacksonville.  Fla. 

Flaherty— Brother  Thomas  Flaherty.  Division  75.  Montreal.  P.  Q. 

Olasspell— Brother  C.  S.  Glasspell.  Division  42.  Trenton.  Mo. 
Grkbn— Wife  of  Brother  G.  S.  Green.  Division  222.  Chillicothe.  Mo. 

Hannev— Amelia  D.,  daughter  of  Bro.  W.  M.  Hanney,  Division  57.  Ft.  Worth.Tex. 
Horse— Brother  Samuel  House.  Division  234.  Brunswick.  Md. 

J eardeau— Brother  R.  O.  Jeardean.  Division  46.  Milwankee.  Wis. 
Johnson— Brother  J.  D.  Johnson.  Division  57.  Ft.  Worth.  Tex. 
JoHNSON-Brother  C.  S.  Johnson.  Division  353.  Estherville.  Iowa. 
JoHNSON-Mother of  Brother  C. M.Johnson.  Division  1.  Chicago.  111. 

O'Brien— Brother  F.  M.  O'Brien,  Division  253,  Ashland.  Wis. 

Pattison— Brother  William  Pattison.  Division  48,  Detroit.  Mich. 

Sadd— Brother  B.  A.  Sadd.  Division  1.  Chicago,  I1L 
Scott- Brother  C.  G.  Scott.  Dieision  41.  Bine  Island.  111. 
Swbtt— Brother  D.  S.  Swett.  Division  237.  Worcester.  Mass. 
Snyder— Brother  F.  Snyder.  Division  261,  San  Luis  Potosi.  Mex. 
Stack— Brother  L.  Stack.  Division  232.  Sioux  City.  Ia. 

Tindell— Brother  W.  B.  Tindell.  Division  290.  Paducah,  Ky. 
T raver — Brother  F.  M.  Traver.  Division  187.  8 anbury,  Pa. 

V a vansdale— Brother  C.  Vavansdale.  Division  136.  Huntington,  W.  Va. 
Violet— Brother  C.  H.  Violet.  Division  263.  Cumberland.  Md. 
Waldron— Brother  George  Waldron.  Division  85.  Winslow.  Aria. 
Wilson— Brother  R.  G.  Wilson.  Division  187.  Sunbury.  Pa. 
Williams- Lottie  B..  daughter  of  Bro.  J.  B.  Williams.  Div.  7,  Houston.  Tex. 
Wood— Brother  J.  A.  Wood.  Division  239.  Lexington.  Ky. 
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ORDER  OF -RAILWAY  CONDUCTORS  OF  AMERICA. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  DEPART- 
MENT. 


Assessments  Nos.  389  and  390  arc  for  the  death  of  It  R.  Hi&im,  November  21,  1901,  and 
M.  L  Andrews,  November  21, 1901.    Time  for  payment  expires  January  31, 1901. 


BENEFITS  PAID  FROM  OCT.  21,  1901,  TO  NOV.  20,  1901,  INCLUSIVE. 


Ben 

No. 

xv m.  a. 

Div. 

Cert  No. 

MVl  1CD* 

FOR 

AMT 
Aal  X* 

■ 

1267 

W.  R.  McElroy 

Accident 

230 

526 

B 

Death 

12,000 

2268 

C.  H.  Miller 

Gen'l.  Paresis 

359 

2413 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2269 

L.  H.  Crook 

Pul'y.  Tuber' is 

304 

3944 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2270 

S.  Whiting 

Softening  of  brain 

88 

3734 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2271 

W.  O.  Irwin 

Loss  of  toot 

89 

162 

B 

Dis. 

2,001 

2272 

H.  H.  McKay 

Accident 

374 

7252 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2273 

A.  W.  McKeown 

Cerebral  turn 

35 

2034 

A 

Death 

1,000 

227j 

W.  G.  Wyant 
Egbert  Greely 

R.  R.  Accident 

140 

6227 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2275 

R.  R.  Accident 

110 

5986 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2276 

R.  M.  Latimer 

Shot  by  tramp 
Car.  of  Liver 

123 

6481 

A 

Death 

1,009 

2277 

E.  J.  Stont 

44 

3590 

C 

Death 

3,000 

2278 

J.  D.  McDonald 

Loss  of  hand. 

306 

3670 

A 

Dis. 

1.000 

2279 

J.  W.  Hollifield 

Paralysis 

337 

5841 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2280 

P.  J.  Mead 

Crushed  by  cars 

259 

5651 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2281 

P  Kane 

R.  R.  Accident 

204 

1381 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2282 

J.  M.  Hibbard 

Pneumonia 

48 

3387 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2283 

W.  S.  Walker 

Struck  by  Engine 

153 

7257 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2284 

T.  F.  Barrows 

Accident 

153 

3402 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2285 

J.  C.  Pugh 

Loss  of  Leg 

53 

387 

B 

Dis. 

2,000 

2286 

J,  R.  Brooks 

Jaundice 

264 

7826 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2287 

T.  J.  Shannon 

Loss- of  Leg 
Fell  from  Train 

373 

5137 

A 

Dis. 

1,000 

2288 

R.  H.  Supple 

249 

3347 

C 

Death 

3,000 

2289 

Aaron  Shell 

Loss  of  Hand 

139 

4480 

C 

Dis. 

3,000 

2290 

A.  L.  Moore 

Cer.  Hemmorrage 

2729 

B 

Death 

2,000 

2291 

C.  A.  Stewart 

Dum.  Paral'ca 

"60 

143 

D 

Death 

4,000 

2292 

C  S.  Manahan 

R.  R.  Injury 

292 

3041 

A 

Death 

1,000 

2293 

E.  F.  Norton 

Pal.  and  Int.  Tub. 

132 

294 

C 

Death 

3,000 

2294 

J.  Gilbert 

Bright's  Disease 

S3 

8059 

A 

Death 

1,000 

NUMBER  OF. MEMBERS  ASSESSED, 

Series  A,  8,324;  Series  B,  7,643;  Series  C,  5,542;  Series  D,  488;  Series  E,  66.  Amount 
of  Assessment  No.  389  and  390, 585,036. 

FINANCIAL.  STATEMENT. 

Received  on  Mortuary  Assessment  to  Oct.  31, 1901  ■_.  .  14,987,090.15 

Received  on  Reserve  Fund  Assessment  to  Oct. 31, 1901   118,981.19 

.Received  on  Expense  Assessment  to  Oct.  31, 1901 ...  '  :   80,620.80 

Received  on  Applications,  etc.,  to  Oct.  31, 1901.ii—: — — .  1 — —.  _  72,557.71 

;  '[.".  r    '  ...  15,259,249.85 

Total  Amount  of  benefits  paid  to  Oct.  31, 1901  r  $4,901,467.00 

'Total  Amount  of  expenses  paid  to  Oct.  31, 1901...  „  .  149,294.44 

Cash  on  hand  Oct.  31, 1901,  Mortuary  Fund........   85,623.13 

■Cash  on  hand  Oct.  31, 1901,  Reserve  Fund...:. .  :   li....   U8.981.19 

Cash  on  hand  Oct.  31, 1901,  Expense  Fund..*.  _i  •_  3,884.07 

1  $5,259,249.85 
;  EXPENSES  PAID  DURING  OCTOBER.  I 

1      Fees  returned,  $10.00;  Sundry  expense,/ $11.87;  Postage,  $681.00;  Stationery  an4 
•Printing,  $109.70;   Salary,  $475.00;  Mail  List,  $20.00;  Leeal  $50.00:  Dis.  Ass't,  $18.00.  < 
, ,  W.  J.  MAXWELL,  Secretary,  f 

• >fc.«^M,  . .  a  ■  7 .       ,« ,»  w   f    ,   -u-t  w  r~ -  mi  m  rf 
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m  JANNEY  jgg 

The  ORIGINAL  and  LEADING  M.  C.  B.  Coupler.  The  cat  here- 
with shows  the  detail  parts  of  the  Janney  Freight  Coupler,  with 
the  names  and  numbers  of  those  parts,  which  should  be  used  in 
making  requisitions. 


CJANNCV 


ftUIOFACTVRQ 
OILY  IT 


vi r?  «r  err*iu  I 


u. 

IA 

Rntcua,  .  . 

*rni 

MS 

rtvflar  c*j!1b. 

»tilJ 

••m 

».u, 

M 

KMckl*  Pins'  . 

■toll 

sen 

eu.u  ?',"%■. 

m:i  r 

mi 

cu»u  n% ... 

TrlIt.r.     ..  . 

Mil. 

SO  K 


91  K 


88.  96 .WW 


tm  kchii  >  to»ur  cm 


THE  MCCONWAY  &  TORLEY  COMPANY, 

PITTSBURB,  PI. 
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Cower 


£oupkr.. 


♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

! 


MANUFACTURED  ONLY  BY 


Dational  ltlallcablc  Castings  Co. 


CLEVELAND 
CHICAGO  TOLEDO 
INDIANAPOLIS 


Tor 

freight 
Passenger 
>«<  Engine 
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SI.VD   FOR    DESCK/PTn'B  P1MPHLKT 
When.  Writing  to  Advertisers  Pleaae  Mention  The  Railway  CondrototOCK^  I C 


BAKER'S 
BREAKFAST 
COCOA 


vose 


PIANOS 


wt 


Challenge 
Comparisons. 


B?  our  ■  n  •  •,»•■--  i  Ulan.  *ti 
umiI.    Irs    mailar-ftta  circnroiuni 


FUN  FOR  LODGE  ROOMS 


THE  EDISON 
PHONOGRAPH 


For 


*i  mfMMimwi 

♦  Hox  C 


VOSE  &  SONS  PIANO  CO., 

fti  HoylMtm  Street.    ■     •  Bosioh 
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